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T
ZOBAYAN, ARA
I'performed an autopsy on the body of —p-
at
the DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER
Los i i
Angeles, California on_January 28, 2020 1000
(Daic) (Time)

From the anatomic findin 8 and pertinent history I ascribe the death to:

- Blunt trauma

?%B) TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

?‘éE) TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

lilil)E) TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF

OTHER CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING BUT NOT RELATED TO THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE OF DEATH

MANNER OF DEATH

Accident
HOW INJURY OCCURRED
Commercial helicopter crash (pilot)

Anatomic Summary :

I. Extensive blunt force injuries
A. Multiple fractures of the skull,
extremities
B. Evisceration of the cranium and abdomen
C. Lacerations of the internal organs and major vessels

<

II. No soot deposition within the airway

spine, torsc and

CIRCUMSTANCES:
This 50 year old male was reported as a John Doe following a

commercial helicopter crash with multiple passengers. He was
determined to be the pilot and was identified by fingerprints.
Please see Coroner Investigator’s report for further details.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:
The body is identified by toe tags bearing the case number and

name of the decedent. The body is that of an unembalmed
refrigerated adult male who has extensive blunt force traumatic

injuries. The body weighs 140 pounds at the time of autopsy.
The body habitus does not appear overweight. Examination of the
skin shows no evidence of jaundice. No prominent or unique
scars are identified. No tattoos are identified.

The majority of the head, excluding portions of occipital bone,
mandible, scalp and ears is absent. The scalp hair is gray-
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brown, straight,

Thgre is some balding over the vertex of the scalp. The facial
hair appears to be recently shaven and is gray brown in color.
The facial structures have been completely disrupted. A portion
of mandible containing two molars, one of which has a metallic
filling, is identified. The tongue is fragmented. The eyes are
not identified.

and up to approximately 1 % inches in length.

There is visible and palpable chest deformity. There is
abdominal and pelvic evisceration. The penis is present within
the abdominal and pelvic contents. BAll extremities show
extensive blunt trauma with multiple deformities. Both hands
are present and articulate with the upper extremities. Both
feet are present and are attached to the lower extremities via
skin and soft tissue. The fingernails and toenails are neatly
trimmed and without overhang. Rigor mortis is not appreciated.
There is faint livor mortis present over the posterior torso.

EVIDENCE OF THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTION:
There is no evidence of mecdical intervention.

EVIDENCE OF INJURY:

Blunt force trauma
A. Head and neck
1. Extensive comrinuted fractures of the

occipital bones with scalp avulsion
2. Complete disruption of the facial structures
3. Displaced fracture of the cervical spine
B. Thorax
1. Numerous comminuted anterior and posterior rib
fractures :
2. Multiple lacerations of the heart, great vessels,
lungs and diaphragm
3. Displaced fracture of the thoracic spine
4. Scattered perimortem abrasions of the back
C. Abdomen and pelvis
1. Abdominal-pelvic evisceration
2. Numerous lacerations of the liver, spleen and left
kidney
3. Multiple displaced fractures of the sacrum
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D. Upper extremities
l: Multiple gaping lacerations, proximal and
distal, bilateral
2. Multiple displaced fractures, proximal and
distal, bilateral

E. Lower extremities
1. Complete dermal avulsion of the lower extremities

from hip to ankle bilaterally : .
2. Multiple displaced fractures, proximal and distal,
bilateral
NECK:
There is no soot in the

The neck organs are removed and opened.
There is no edema of the larynx or

pharynx, larynx or trachea. : :
epiglottis. There is scattered hemorrhage around the investing

fascia, strap muscles and surface of the thyroid gland. There
are prevertebral fascial hemorrhages of the cervical spine.

CHEST/ABDOMINAL CAVITY:
There is scant blood within the chest cavity. The organs of the
abdomen and pelvis have been eviscerated and show disrupted

organization.
SYSTEMIC AND ORGAN REVIEW:

Note: The following observations are limited to findings other

than described above.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:
No abnormalities of the uninjured bony framework or muscles are

identified.
CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM:

The thoracic and abdominal aorta have minimal atherosclerosis.
The pericardial sac is not intact.

The heart tissue weighs 200 grams. The configuration is
disrupted, and the anatomic landmarks are not well preserved.
The left ventricle is approximately 1.0 cm in thickness.
Discernible portions of the cardiac valves show no vegetations.
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The coronary ostia are patent, located at or below the
sinotubular junction and are relatively centrally located within
their respective sinuses. The coronary arteries are poorly
pPreserved, but atherosclerosis is not appreciated. No pallor,
softening, or fibrosis is present within the myocardium.

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM:
Scant secretions are found in the upper respiratory and lgwer
bronchial bassages. No soot is present within the bronchi. The
mucosa is intact and pale. The right lung is 375 grams and the
left lung is 350 grams. The pulmonary parenchyma is dark red-
purple and the cut surfaces exude a scant amount of blood and

serous fluid. The pulmonary vasculature is without
thromboembolism.

GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM:
No esophageal varices are present. The stomach contains

approximately 5 cc of tan-brown liquid. The mucosa is
unremarkable. The small intestine and colon are unremarkable,
The appendix is present and unremarkable. The pancreas occupies
a normal position. There is no necrosis, fibrosis or hemorrhage

within the parenchyma.

HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM:
The liver tissue is coarsely fragmented, weighs 850 grams, and

is red-brown. The parenchyma is soft and friable. The cut
surface is hemorrhagic. There is no evidence of nodular
cirrhosis. The gallbladder is present. The wall is thin and
pliable. 1t contains 3 moderate amount of bile and no calculi.

URINARY SYSTEM:
The right kidney is 175 grams, and the left kidney is 140 grams,

The kidneys are situated within the abdomen. The capsule of the
right kidney strips easily revealing a surface that shows normal
smooth glistening cortex and a single simple cortical cyst
measuring 1 cm in greatest dimension. The left kidney is
partially disrupted. The corticomedullary demarcation of the
renal parenchyma is preéserved. The pyramids are unremarkable.
The urinary bladder is lacerated and has exposed unremarkable
mucosa. It contains no urine.
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Th 3 4 s
€ Prostate is not enlarged and is without nodularity. The

testes are not identified.
HEMOLYMPHATTC SYSTEM:

The spleen 1S 40 grams. The capsule is disrupted. The
parenchyma is dark red and soft. The bone marrow of the rib is
unremarkable.

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:
The thyroid parenchyma and right adrenal gland are unremarkable.

The parathyroid glands are not individually dissected. The
thymus is not grossly identified.

HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: ¥
There are fragmented porticns of occipital bone identified. The

facial bones and majority cf the calvarium are unidentifiable.
There is no identifiable brain tissue or dura.

SPINAL CORD:
Segments of cervical and thoracic spinal cord are removed.

There is a transecting defect near the cervical thoracic

junction.

EVIDENCE COLLECTION:
Multiple fragments of metal and plastic were present throughout

the tissues of the head, extremities and torso. These were
collected, placed in a labeled container and turned over to the

supervising forensic technician.

RETAINED TISSUE:

Representative sections from various organs are preserved in one
storage jar.

HISTOLOGIC KEY:
Al - Liver and left ventricle of heart.

TOXICOLOGY :
Samples of chest blood, bile, liver and gastric contents are

submitted to the laboratory. An EJTA tube containing chest
blood and skeletal muscle were collected for typing. Samples of
bile, blood (cavity), gastric contents, heart, kidney, liver,
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age_ 6

lung’_mUSCle and spleen were submitted to the Federal Aviation
Administration.

PHOTOGRAPHY :

Photographs were taken prior to and during the course of the
autopsy.

CLOTHING:

The clothing was examined and consisted of a fragmented black
leather belt, a black jacket with a logo reading “AS350
trained”, a black Northface brand zip up jacket, dark colored
Kuhl brand pants, and Gilden brand black briefs and white
undershirt. Fragments of metal buckle and electronic circuitry
were scattered amongst the clothes. The clothes were tattered,
blood stained, wet and smelled of fuel.

RADIOLOGY:
A postmortem computed tomocraphy scan and 25 radiographs were
obtained. They show numercus fractures of all four extremities,

the spinal column, pelvis, clavicles, cranium and scapula.

WITNESSES:
No outside personnel were present to witness the autopsy.

DIAGRAMS USED:
Diagram form #20 and 22 were used during the performance of the
autopsy. Coroner diagrams are not intended to be facsimiles nor

are they drawn to scale.

SUMMARY & OPINION:

This 50 year old male was initially reported as a John Doe
following a commercial helicopter crash involving a total of
eight other passengers on 1/26/2020. He was identified as Ara
Zobayan by fingerprint comparison on 1/27/2020. He was
determined to be the pilot of the helicopter based on his
clothing, restraint harness, and proximity to the pilots chair
at the scene.

Autopsy revealed extensive blunt force traumatic injuries
including multiple fractures of the skull and spine in addition

to multiple internal organ lacerations.
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Toxicological testing did not detect the presence of alcohol or
drugs of abuse. Substances tested for include: benzodiazepines,
cocaine, fentanyl, heroin, marijuana, opioids, phencyclidine and
amphetamines. Blood carboxyhemoglobin testing revealed less
than 10% saturation.

The blunt force traumatic injuries sustained are considered
rapidly fatal. The absence of an elevated carboxyhemoglobin
level in the blood, in addition to the absence of soot in the
airways, indicates that smcke inhalation did not occur.

The cause of death is blunt trauma sustained during a commercial
helicopter crash. The manner of death is accident.

M | (7423'2020

ix‘ice L. Hunt, M.D. Date
gsociate Deputy Medical Examiner

Wi o Py q‘2i?"él5'269

;githan cas i Date
ief M€dica aminer-Coroner
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MICROSCOPIC REPORT DEPARTMENT OF

MEDICAL EXAMINER-CORONER

I performed a microscopic examinationon = NO.2020-00803
21072020

at THE DEPARTMENT OF CORONER ZOBAYAN, ARA

Los Angeles, California

Microscopic description:

Heart: A section of left ventricle shows mild interstitial and perivascular fibrosis. There is a minute
focus of replacement fibrosis. There is mild myocardiocyte nuclear hypertrophy. Focal perivascular
extravasation of intact red blood cells is present. No necrosis or inflammation are present.

Liver: A section of liver shows a normal lobular architecture without fibrosis, fatty metamorphosis or
inflammation,

Slide Key:
Al — Liver and left ventricle of heart

Diagnosis:
1. Heart with mild interstitial fibrosis
2. Liver with no histopathologic changes

Brice L. Hunt, M.D.

\
l B 7z Y. 29242
| :

Date
Associate Deputy Medical Examiner
Y-28-2020
Jonathan : Date
Chief M iner-Coroner

76M350 (Rev. 1/03) P1/03
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AUTOPSY CLASS: WA (B o {J Examination Only D
01 FAMILY OBJECTION TO AUTOPSY

Date.'l'zq"zoza Time: (030 Dr. ““(l-l*‘\L'/[-L’C"‘s

c020-00803

@ DOE, JOHN
o APPAOXI- ’
: ENT 5
F'NAL ON: ( 29'2020 By: .l_(u “.L/ LULAS N;—AEAJ‘?AL ACC ‘ D 1 E
B e padk p
‘ (Pring BENNS'E?
DEATH WAS CAUSED BY: (Enter only one cause per line for A, B, C, and D) ol
IMMEDIATE CAUSE: >
(A U m > |Age: DO Gender: (Maie)/ Fermare
DUE TO (%}ASVI: % —h’duu = Q"& PRIOR EXAMINATION REVIEW BY DME
; Fo v BODY TAG Q1 CLOTHING
r X-RAY (No. & ) QFLUCRO
SPECIAL PROCESSING TAG () MED. RECORDS
DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENGE OF. gm - ééNE AR )
¥ 4 CASE CIRCUMSTANCES
DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENGE OF: 1 EMBALMED
(D) [J DECOMPOSED
0 >24 HRS IN HOSPITAL
OTHER CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTING BUT NOT RELATED TO THE MVEDIATE CAUSE OF DEATH; | J OTHER: S

TYPING SPECIMEN

[ NATURAL (1 SUICIDE (J HOMICIDE

TYPING SPECIMEN TAKEN BY: _ Lusmt

sounce:_Chesd Wond /SLalesal Muse

X ACCIDENT (J COULD NOT BE DETERMINED

TOXICOLOGY SPECIMEN

If other than natural causes,
HOW DID INJURY OCCUR?

Clﬂ(.ls“(‘)

WAS OPERATI@N PERFORMED FOR ANY CONDITION STATED ABOVE: (] YES NO
TYPE OF SYRGERY: DAAE:

Commercial he{l’wp#tr ¢ rash

) ORGAN BI{OCUREMENT M TECHNICIAN: P, N 3«\’,»\
PREGNANCY INLASTYEAR  JYES [JNO [JUNK K NOT APPLICABLE

COLLECTED BY: Hunt
{J HEART BLOOD STOMACH CONTENTS
{1 FEMORAL BLOOD Q VITREOUS
TECHNIQUE:
4 ¢ BLOOD ([ SPLEEN
Q BLOOD [ KIDNEY
4 BILE Q
$49 LIVER Q
T URINE 0

URINE GLUCOSE DIPSTICK RESULT: 4+ 34+ 2+ 14+ 0
TOX SPECIMEN RECONCILIATION BY:

i | W|TN§8{TO AUTOPSY 3 EVIDENCE RECOVERED AT AUTOPSY

HISTOLOGY

Itern Description:

Mobkiple. Lrcgments of

Regular (No. _/ ) Q) Oversize (No. )
Histopath Cut: &) Autopsy [ Lab

aieerakt delores,

TOXICOLOGY REQUESTS

FORM 3A: QYES R NO
{J NO TOXICOLOGY REQUESTED
SCREEN Xc QH QT Qs Qo
O ALCOHOL ONLY
{J CARBON MONOXIDE
% OTHER (Specity drug and tissue)

THC

—————

REQUESTED MATERIAL ON PENDING CASES

Ok 7

{J POLICE REPORT (J MED HISTORY

U TOX FOR COD X HISTOLOGY

¥ TOX FOR A/0 (] INVESTIGATIONS
QJ MICROBIOLOGY (JEYE PATH. CONS.
Q RADIOLOGY CONS.

Q) CONSULT ON:

] BRAIN SUBM ITTED

QI NEURO CONsULT QODMETOC
uT
[J CRIMINALISTICS

QGsR SEXUAL ASSAULT () OTHER

WHITE - File Copy CANARY - Forensic Lab

PINK - Certification

GOLDENROD - DME (Rev, 9/13)
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5 FORENSIC SCIENCE LABORATORIES

1104 North Mission Road, Los Angeles, CA 90033
Laboratory Analysis Summary Report

PendingTox

&hmrtau Number: 2020-00803 Decedent: ZOBAYAN, ARA

S

RESULT  ANALYST

* Negative C. Castellno

ND J. Posada

Cocaine ard Metabolitcs i —
R ND J. Posada
Marijuana:1 1-nor-Delta-9-Carboxy-THC ND F -
Methamphetarmine & MDMA PP o it
Opiates: Codeine & Morphine s R
Opiates: Hydrocodone & Hydromorphone "D i
idi ND J. Posada

<10 L Lee

D. Van Cleve

R. Cabrera

D. Van Cleve
D Van Cleve
D. Van Cleve
D. Van Cleve
D. Van Cleve
D. Van Cleve

EEERERE E‘E




M 202000803  Decedent: ZOBAYAN, ARA

—— DRUG RESULT  ANALYST

B e pectorimod in singlet doo to limi .
nglet imited specimen volume; result may not be
. **Test not performed due to insufficient specimen volume.

: ND Not Deteuted SNS  Spevimen Not Suitable
el ng/g  Nanograms per Gram TNP  Test Not Performed
Gram Percent ng/ml  Nanograms per Milliliter ug Micrograms

Presumptive Positive ug/g Micrograms per Gram
Quantity Not Sufficient ug/mL  Micrograms per Milhliter

i g o i

vas performed in accords 1o California Code of Regolations “Titke 17" compliance by 8 qualificd analyst in the Foronsic Toricotogy Laboratony.
Division, € s Angeles Department of Nedical Examiner - Corouer.
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25
LAST, FRST SHCOLE o 4
ADDRESS Ty STATE P
SEX Pu‘.‘i D8 A3E HET WGT EYES HAIR TEETH [FACIAL HAIR D VIEW/ [ conDImoN
APPEARS | ;
A ety i | 140 »s | UNKNOW | GRAY g No | POOR CONDITION
WARK TYPE WARK LOCATION MARK DESGRIPTION TR ‘ ik =
NOK ACORESS i oIty " STATE 5]
PLEASE SEE CASE NOTES s
RELATIONSHIP PHAONE NOTIFIED BY DATE Ane.
SN LD STATE PENDING BY
= i 2 e
FINGERPRINTS FROM FBi R
AR MANE cli# FBis i MILITARY # POE
TOEMTIFIED BY MAME (PRINT) RELATIONSHIP PAOE DATE TTME
FBIl FINGERPRINTS 172772020
BLACE OF DEATH/ PLACE FOUND ADDRESS OR LOCATICR oy g
MOUNTAIN SIDE 4232 LA VIRGENES RD CALABASAS 91303
PLAGE OF MUURY ATWORK | DATE THE LOCATION OR ADCRESS Pl
MOUNTAINSIDE B 172612020 4232 LA VIRGENES RD., CALABASAS, CA 91303
90 TNE FOUND DR PRONOUNCED BY
1/26/2020 10:10 LACFD SMITH
GTHER AGENOY W, OFFICER FHONE REPORT HO, NOTIFIED BY o
TRANSPORTED BY » e .
OTHER LOS ANGELES FSC 17272020 17:55
FINGERPRNTS? Yes | comms Yes PARPT No i d
MED EV. NO INVEST. PHOTC # o SEAL TYPE HOSP RPT NO 1
PHYS. EV. No | EvoecEios No PROPERTY? No HOSP CHART 5 "&0 RS
SWCIDE NOTE No | osrm RCPT.NO. PF NO.
syNopsis
THE DECEDENT WAS ONE OF NINE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN A HELICOPTER CRASH ON 01/2672019. ON 01/26/2019 A SIKORSKY S-76B
TI'!AT'IHE DECEDENT WAS RIDING IN CRASHED INTO MOUNTAINCUS TERRAIN IN THE CITY OF CALABASAS. WEATHER CONDITIONS AT
THE TIME OF THE COLLISION WERE REPORTED TO BE FOGGY. THE HELICOPTER APPEARS TO HAVE CRASHED INTO A MOUNTAIN BEFORE
MAKING ASMAI.L SKIP AND COMING TO REST NEAR A HIKING TRAIL. THE TAIL OF THE HELICOPTER WAS LOCATED SOUTH OF THE MAIN
_EODYO? THE HELICOPTER. VARIOUS AIRCRAFT PARTS WERE STREWN FOR APPROXIMATELY 100 YARDS NORTH OF THE APPARENT MAIN
POINT OF MACT . THE DECEDENT WAS OBSERVED LYING ON THE VEGETATION COVERED GROUND SOUTHEAST OF THE MAIN
WRECKAGE. A SEATBELT WAS NOTED TO BE SECURED AROUND HIS WAIST. HE IS REPORTED TO BE THE P OF THE HELICOPTER,
BATE 8 oA
M 12872020, K’Ub\w
- INVESTIGATOR e 0003 ¢ M g 0 3

FORM #3 NARRATIVE TO FOLLOW? [] AL
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———
ST FARSTMOOLE AXA 4 7
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CRESS oY STATE | 7P i
5972 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY #104 HUNGTINGTON BEA CA 92649
X ruce ocE sz HGT WGT EYEs FAR TEET™H T FACIAL HARR 10 VIEW "conomon i
APPEARS ! i % , j !
MLE  JARMENIAN 120197 |50 | |140m |UNKNOW | GRAY i Na | POOR CONDITION |
W%, TYPE SRR LOCATION MARX. DESCRIPTION i N ‘I
|
AODRESS cny STATE 2i° i
2o o e s il ‘
et e e e e - _‘__.___,___.__.4
TP | NoTFIED BY OAE TIME |
| INV. K. MCGUIRE 12772020
oL STATE | PENDING BY
]
| "
1 METHOO
FINGERPRINTS FROM FB! P
LAS WA E chs FBis MILITARY # POD
DENTHIED BY NALE (FRONT] RELATIONSHIP PHONE DATZ e e
FBI FINGERPRINTS 112772020
PLACE OF DEATH ¢ PLACE FOURD ADORESS OR LOCATION oy o
MOUNTAIN SIDE 4232 LAS VIRGENES RD CALABASAS 91303
S DATE TAE LOCATION OR ADORESS ZF
MOUNTAINSIDE I ‘?: 1/26/2020 4232 LAS VIRGENES RD., CALABASAS, CA 91303
) TTME l FOUND OR PRONOUNCED BY
1262020 | 10:10 { LACFD SMITH R
OTHER AGENCY MV OFFICER PHONE REPORT NO. NOTIFIZD 8Y NO
“- et 10 DATE TNE
OTHER LOS ANGELES FSC 1272020 17:55
FINGERPRINTS? cLOTHNG T S N‘ | wmortusy FOREST LAWN
¥ e g .' HWD. HILLS
MED. EV. No | mvest.ewotoe 0 SEALTYPE | HOSPRAT No SR Ay
PHYS. EV. NO EVIDENCE LOG NO PROPER TV‘P b NO Bt ' HOSP CHART No
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THE DECEDENT WAS ONE OF NINE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN A HELICOPTER CRASH ON 01/26/2019. ON 01/26/2019 A SIKORSKY S-76B
THAT THE DECEDENT WAS RIDING IN CRASHED INTO MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN IN THE CITY OF CALABASAS. WEATHER CONDITIONS AT
THE TIME OF THE COLLISION WERE REPORTED TO BE FOGGY. THE HELICOPTER APPEARS TO HAVE CRASHED INTO A MOUNTAIN BEFORE
MAKING A SMALL SKIP AND COMING TO REST NEAR A HIKING TRAIL. THE TAIL OF THE HELICOPTER WAS LOCATED SOUTH OF THE MAIN
BODY OF THE HELICOPTER. VARIOUS AIRCRAFT PARTS WERE STREWN FOR APPROXIMATELY 100 YARDS NORTH OF THE APPARENT MAIN
POINT OF IMPACT. THE DECEDENT WAS OBSERVED LYING ON THE VEGETATION COVERED GROUND SOUTHEAST OF THE MAIN
WRECKAGE. A SEATBELT WAS NOTED TO BE SECURED AROUND HIS WAIST. HE IS REPORTED TO BE THE PILOT OF THE HELICOPTER.
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THE DECEDENT WAS ONE OF NINE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN A HELICOPTER CRASH ON 01/26/2019. ON 01/26/2019 A SIKORSKY S-76B
THAT THE DECEDENT WAS RIDING IN CRASHED INTO MOUNTAINOUS TERRAIN IN THE CITY OF CALABASAS. WEATHER CONDITIONS AT
THE TIME OF THE COLLISION WERE REPORTED TO BE FOGGY. THE HELICOPTER APPEARS TO HAVE CRASHED INTO A MOUNTAIN BEFORE
MAKING A SMALL SKIP AND COMING TO REST NEAR A HIKING TRAIL. THE TAIL OF THE HELICOPTER WAS LOCATED SOUTH OF THE MAIN
BODY OF THE HELICOPTER. VARIOUS AIRCRAFT PARTS WERE STREWN FOR APPROXIMATELY 100 YARDS NORTH OF THE APPARENT MAIN
POINT OF IMPACT. THE DECEDENT WAS OBSERVED LYING ON THE VEGETATION COVERED GROUND SOUTHEAST OF THE MAIN
WRECKAGE. A SEATBELT WAS NOTED TO BE SECURED AROUND HIS WAIST. HE IS REPORTED TO BE THE PILOT OF THE HELICOPTER.
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county of Los Angeles, Department of Coroner
Investigator’s Narrative

Decedent: ZOBAYAN, ARA

2. On scene investigation,
Investigation:

g;:t;a: ;sggirrt‘s i;\hdufati that on 01/26/2020 at .approximately 0945 hours multiple witnesses called
oy Vg ata eltco;_)ter had‘crashed into the foothills of the Santa Monica mountains

5 i as Virgenes Road in the City of Calabasas. Deputies from the Los Angeles County

Sheriff's Department and personnel from the Los Angeles County Fire Department responded to

the scene. Upon arrival to the scene nine decedents were located and pronounced dead at 1010
hours by Los Angeles County Fire Department personnél.

On 01/26/2020 at 1338 hours Officer Rodriguez from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department-Homicide Bureau called to report this multi-decedent helicopter crash fatality to
Investigator Jeffrey Guilmette at the Los Angeles County Department of the Medical Examiner-
Coroner. | was assigned this Special Operations Response Team (SORT) field case at 1400
hours by Acting Supervisor Anthony Lopez. 1 arrived on scene at approximately 1620 hours and
cleared the scene at approximately 1930 hours. On 01/26/2020 the following SORT team
members responded to the scene for & coordinated search and decedent removal:

M. Lee #605743, L. Cervantes #639654, P. Ngayan #531611, B. Kim #602038, E.
Napoles #465129, M. Gutierrez #479704, R. Estrada #486093, R. Gonzalez #503064, J.

Fallot #644073.
On 01/27/2020 at approximately 0630 hours | returned to the scene and cleared the scene at
approximately 1600 hours. On 01/27/2020 the following SORT Team Members returned to the
scene for a continued coordinated search and decedent removal:

M. Lee #605743, L. Cervantes #639654, P. Ngayan #531611, B. Kim #602036, E.
Napoles #465129, M. Gutierrez #479704, R. Estrada #486093, R. Gonzalez #503064, J.
Fallot #644073. F. Fernandez #486349, M. Molina #421452,

Forensic Attendant P. Ngayan transported all decedents to the Forensic Science Center.
Also present at the scene were Chief B. Elias, Captain E. Tauscher and Dr. J. Lucas.

Location:
Place of Injury/Death: Mountainside, 4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas, CA 91303.

Informant/Witness Statements:

A review of a report issued by the National Transportation Safety Board revealed the following
information:

On 01/26/2020 at 0945 hours a Sikorsky S-76B helicopter, N72EX, collided with hilly terrain near
the city of Calabasas. The helicopter held 8 passengers and a pilot who were all killed on impact.
The Sikorsky was in an 8-passenger seat configuration with two pilot stations up front and eight
passengers in the rear, separated by a bulkhead with sliding acrylic windows, Passenger seating
was 2 four-occupant divans, one facing forward and the other rearward. A main impact crater
measuring 24 feet by 15 feet in diameter was observed with the main wreckage noted to be about
127 feet along a 347° true bearing from the impact crater. The helicopter was destroyed by
gnpact forces and fire with the entire fuselage/cabin and both engines subjected to a post-crash
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County of Los Angeles, De
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case Number: 2020-00803

Decedent: ZOBAYAN, ARA

~ Scene Description:

The scene is mountainous, ve

getation covered terrain located east of 4232 Las Vi i
the City of Calabasas. Due to as Virgenes Road in

’ the size of the scene a stake was placed at a central point located
just north of what appears to be the main fuselage. The GPS coordinates of the stake were
34°8'14" N and 118°41'33"

disturbance to the soil and

W. What appeared to be an initial point of impact designated by a
‘ vegetation and various helicopter parts, personal property and human
remains were located appr

oximately 120 feet south of the designated central stake. The
helicopter wreckage, personal property and human remains were spread in a cone shape across

the area starting at the initial point of impact and spreading toward the north stopping at the north
side of a ravine. A designated hiking path was located surrounding the scene.
Evidence:

No evidence was collected for this case.

Body Examination:

is an adult Caucasian male | observed in a seated position on thg vegeta}ion.
Zoh\?e?':gegdrzzt?::i southeast of the main wreckage. His body was bent at the waist with his bilateral

m his body and his upper body leaning toward his left. He was wearing a
‘99§ Ogaﬁgetﬁg‘;dsggaw b!ath jacket, black pants, black belt, black underwear, black socks and
vt:’::::i b(;ot‘Sg He has gra;/ hair and an unknown eye color. Upon external examination | noted

significant trauma to his head, bilateral arms and lower body.
Identification:

.

01/27/2020 at 1854 hours the decedent was Qositive}y identified as Ara Zobayan (DOB:
(c))1n102/ 1970) via Federal Bureau of Investigation fingerprints.

Next of Kin Notification:

ecedent was notified of the decedent's death by other family
members. | provided telephonic notification of the decedent's death to*
the decedent.

Tissue Donation:
Not addressed.

Autopsy Notification:

No exam request was noted.
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