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b
egan to show an acute seriousness.

This was by reason of the balance struck between the progress of
Japanese-American negotiations on the one hand ang on the outline
of national policy determined upon in the conference that was held
on September 6th in the presence of the Emperor. On September 2lith
and 25th, I held conferences for two days with the War Kinister,
the Navy Minister and the Foreign Minister and the President of
the Cabinet Planning Board. to October 1st, I took
A rest at Kamak at ¢ called the Navy Minister,
Olkawa, ncerning the atmosphere in his circle
Upon the arrival of the American memorandum of October end, I went
to the Imperial Palace on the lth, Afterwards, driving away a
group of' bureau chiefs, I held a liaison conference with only the
Cabinet Ministers and the leaders of the Supreme Command. On the

g of the 5th, I asked the Wap iinister to come to my house in
Ogikubo, and expressed my opinion that I would continue negotiations
to the very end.

Late on the night of the {th, the War Minister visited me in
my Japanese-style rooms, and declared, "As +o +he problem of withe
drawing troops from China, such a Iormality as to once withe: rwee
in principle--al troops and after that to station them therc, as
insisted upon by the United States, 1is sometihing that 1s difi’ -t
Ior the Army to submit to". In view of tns Stiff attitude cf e
Army, on both the €th ang 8th, I conferreqd separately with ti
iinister of the Navy and wi“h the Foreign Minister, and delino -
ated with them on tne me thods of avolding a crisis. The Foreign
Minister further visited me twice on the 10th, and we spoke i
timately on how we might somehow or other continue the negetiations,
The joint conference also held a meeting on October 11th. Dunsing
this time the movements of the three chokan (the President of the
Cabinet Planning Board, the Direcctor of tho burenu of Lepisl=tion,
and the Chief Secretary of the Board) and eéspecially of Prezidant
Suzuki (of the Cabinet Planning Board) became objests of atiention,

October 12th. fiftieth blrthday. In spite of its being
Sunday, ] fternoon I ¢ - zether the thre
ministers, the Minister of War, the liinister of the Navy, and the
Foreign Minister, togsther with President Suzuki of tho Cabinst
Plamming Board at Ogikubo, and held with them almost '
ference relative to peace or war.

it
But as far as the Navry
1s concerned self bring this openly to the surlace
and say so. At today's conference the Navy Minister is expected
to say that the decision for peace or war is entircly up to the
so I beg you to keep this matter In your mind."

Surely enough, at the very beginning there were the following
opeéning remarks by the Minister of the Navy: "We have now indsecd
psanse
ntirely up to the
S We shall go all the way for
cessions, we ought to pro=-
nging the negotiations to
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otiations to fruition?™ ‘hus, turning to

ging the neg
the Foreipgn Ministsr, he asked this Question, nersupon the Foreign
Minister replied, "That ntirely on the conditions., The
most difficult pol Problem today, I belicve, is the matter
stationing troo but if in th 2Zard the Army says
. 'er assertions, then
n this point the
Lo make conces nowever
Y that there is no nope of
But the Minister of Wam
he stationing of troops,
'my, and ws ghail}l not be able to
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ed report on the hieh 2 Cabinet wase facing,
Spoks intimately with the

of the Privy Seal,
Kido. On the following day, the 1ith, at nine o'clack
morning,

the meeting of the Cabinet, I gayaj the Ministep
icial residence ang Ofnce agoin asked his
Opinion concarning the problem of the Stationing of
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The problem of withdrawing troops is one,
the honor and of selzing the fruits,
ficult to agree from the point of view o
Spirit of the Army."

position, Therefore,

nNg remarks of the Minister of War were so sudden
the other Cabinet Ministers were somewhat taken aback and
there was no one who would open his mouth to answer. The Cabinet
meeting, after settling other sub jects for discussion; made no
reference to this problem of continuing negotiations and nd fourned,




