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qe I'Iroceed,

A. Following the racelipt cf this despatch co
from the Japanese Government I conveyed the message to
Albbentrop: . . . ilbbentrop then 18ked me whether there wag
going to be a war or not JOu may rscall that the despatch
did not definitely Sy that there would bs war, only that in
case there was a war such ind such was desired. In reply to
his cquestions I tolg nim that I knew of Hull's gevere reply
and also of the ourning of the code 0ooks in the Uniteg States,
and that relations wera evidently eXtremely strained, but
whether war would Actually come about or not 1 eoulg not say,
. nibbentrop statad that this was an exXtremely pgrave decision
that Germany would have to make and that befors he could glve
Any reply he would have to communicate with Hitlep At Supreme
fleadquarters, . » 1 do not remember Whether it was that
day or the next, but in ANY case Hibbontpop sent for me again
and when I went he stated that Sovist forces had Just launched
1 _Severe counter-offensive in the loscow sectop ind a2 portion
o' the Cerman Aprmies wag surrounded, lberefore, he said,

Hitler had >one personally to the area to direct operations

ind that hs had not been able to make contact with him yat.
It 1s a2 further fact that there was » Very bad storm razing

around PSerlin at the time, and I balieva that q]11 communications

were badly hampsred, In any case hos 1skad me to stand oy for a

while, as he was trying very hard to mike contact with the
Fuehrer,

ntaining the orders

T? '

Now, General, this 111 happenad on the day you receivad the
despateh from Tokyo containings these instructions to Approach
the Gsrman Govarnment ?

Ae A8 I just told you, - . 2ly certain of whether it
was thit day or the n:

Hibbentrop then questioned me, asking whether Japan had
anything to offar on har part ind, too, whether she was pree
pared to draw up another »nact regarding mutual aid, ., .. In sub-
stance; the Uermans 1t this point wers becoming vary I'oXy and
wanted payment for goods delivered {f thay supplisd ths goods.
I told rFim that this would mean doing awav with the ¥ilitary
Commission that oXlsted at the time or At least taking AWAaYy
their prerogatives, so that I VA8 Not in a position to mike
ANy counter-proposals, and that I woulg Communicate aboyut this
mattar with the Japanesa Government, hibbentrop then said that
he wished me to not send such a Communication yet, as this was
simply his own 1ides ind he would have to Communicate with Hitle:
before 1ng offlcial negotiations wers entersd into with the
Japanese Govarnment. I then =zent =a d2spatch to the Japanese
Jovernment - , iround the third onp ffourth of December

informz4d hihbﬁntrop about their wishss
been abla to contact Hitlop yat.
ln the procsedlngs at this point,

.
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Followinm this I recelvzd an almost dally requzst from the
-or any further naws as they, too, were

d out whkothor war was actually egolnge to
Jn my vart I was eXtremely anxious to con-

Garman Govornm:nt
very anxious to finc
break out or not.
tact Eitlar, but as 1t transpired right up to tras start of

Fﬂgti]itiss we w3re not able to contact him,

‘2 now come to Decembar T, 1941, Sometims durin-~ tha
on I recelved a despatech from the “oreien Of'fice in
the affsect thlt they wishad me to spe3d up noroti:
ind come to a decision as qulckly as possible I do
not knﬁf for certain when this telezram was chevad, out after
belnz dccod"d it n-rﬂrﬁhy. to me about 5 P.li, Bacause of this
communlication I ds A under any circumstances to send 9

uulewu*:n to the --,%~1~*3 Govarnment regardine tho Progress of
my tallks with the Cermans so far. This mzant that I would
nava to include that w*ich fiibbentrop } ,11 recuzseted me not to
communicate about, as 1t waie his own ides and not ths official
vizws of the CGerman Government, In my talerram I wrots up
the full history of thzes talke and while L did n»ot gAYy that
nibbantrar had requs +3& ms not to communicate about 1t I de-
finitaly stated that thaes visws regardineg unconditional aid
"“n?ﬂidina,“trﬁﬂ's fﬂjﬂlx b3cause 1t had been impossible to make
contact with Hitler as vet. '@ of the bmbassy Staff had a
conferance about the communication wa should s2nd and based
on that thise d:rw*tch wig drafted and completed arsund T £E.M,,
berlln time., 5 | M., “erlin time, after having given
Se) | “qyltch I returned to my official
or twenty minutass I recalved a
EixTua”ﬂJLx informing me that he hag
_ ii)ua *y AN Lmbassy smoloyse, that this
on the ridlo that the Japanzee Mavy bad attacked
Aarbor. Immadiately followine this telephone eall I
36 the Japanzea Lmbasesy and ordor:d that the daspateb
which had besn praparcd be canceled - that is to g1y, not be
scnt. Following thL “'}:,Etrﬂp telaphoned and uWId that ho
had haard the naws > alr that Pearl Harbor had been
attacked, but that was + A3 Knaw, and did I have any further
informrtion ag to v%-:*ﬂ%“uzr 31 ; W18 true or not. I

answered that I had only haeard absut it - [ow minutzs bafora
and knew no mor3 thin ho h racounted Ho thon rogusetad
me o com2 risht ovsr to hie home and while I had not y
avzn had ;TT dJVHlﬁP 1 w3 o} £ ,Jr oncs 1gain asked me
if I know anyti:ing further an 1MW 2 ! In the nerativa,
}Ribbuntrorrtfjnq‘toid 3 J__;-J:*arnit r 0f fact hoe had ra-
celvad & talephone call from Sunrems f:wdﬂuwrtwrs Iln which th
sal1d that t}*v had hz2ard this ovazr the radlo, but did he,
iibbentron, know inything more about it, I th=n 1°k d bim
whethsar, b]VLnF been abl: to contact IItlgr, he had spoken

about thz matter »f “srmany's entry into th- war, and iiibbentror
rnswgr*d that Hitler had stated he W2ae 1n accord with Japan!
wishes, but wishzd to wait until an official confirmation of

th? °t1rt of hostilities was raeceived fro- Japin. Kibbentrop
and I broks off theo conversatlion at this voint and I returnzd
homz. The noext dam I receivad the official report from Japan
and communicatad this fact Lo Hibbantrop. 'e then began drawing
up the pact. This pact has beon made public, but as I racall
ths main no lnt° th:v wers that no czssation of hostilities or

A Sgparatz paace would b3 entored into 0y any of the sipnatories
without prlor dl cusesion.
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far as this troaty o028, while
slirhtly on dat:s, the actual facts lead-
L have rocount:d 1t and I balievs that

. ]

o22ntrop and Gaus would know of it alsoe,

actual drafting of the nact then, Lo your stat
ment, startad on December 9, and it was onzd on Decamber 1]
Is that corract?

- N

'he drafting of tha pact ba2gan on the 8th and the pact wags
31gnaed on the llth,




