!
{
!
¥
:
]
i

e

= p——

Def. Doc, 297b

INTERNATIONRL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al . égquiﬁihvu,

-VS=- .
\RAKI Sadao, et al
- Defendants -

ALV RURESIND (Al NOLE
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OBI TETSUZO

Having first duly sworn an oath as on the attached sheet,
in accordance with the procedure prevailing in my country, 1

hereby deposc as follows:

I occuped thse post of Chilef of the Lith Section as a
staff officer of the Kwantung Army from March 1942 to August

194, .

-Lls According to the provision of the Organic Law of
lanchoukuo (Exhibit No, h}g the right of the supreme command
of the Manchoukuo Natlonal Army was 1In the hands of the
ECmperor and not in that of the Commander-in-Chief of the
Kwantung Army. The defensive military treaty was in effect,
and according to the provisions of the treaty, the right of
command could be delegated to a Japanese commander, in oases
when an enemy invaded the country or when Japanese and
Manchoukuoan forces cooperatsd in an operation as national

defense.

During my service in the headquarters of the EKwantung
.rmy, a suppressing operation was made in Jehol Province in
9h2-19,,3 against the Communistic banditti, and Manchoukuoan
“roops of the 5th military area of Jehol were commanded by the
commander of the Kwantung Defence Army and a cooperative
operation of both forces was carried out, Manchoukuo was calm
and peaceful during my time there, and this was the only
instance of such delsgation of command. The command was 1in
no Instance delegated to the commander of the Kwantung Army.

2« During my service, the number of the Manchoukuoan Army
Was about 30,000 in total. Aind 1ts duty was specifically the
defanse in the country and trainings were done accordingly.
Its quality and armament were far inferior for belng against

the U S 8 R's army.

3+ General Umezu, the Commander-in-Chief of the Kwantung
rmy, held various kinds of meetings which were accompanied by
dinner usually. The reason was the necessity of llaison and
cooperation bstween various people on their sxecution of
dutics; noon of.every Wednesday he held meetings with the
stalffs of Army, Mavy, Embassy and Kwantung Bureau; noon of
every Saturday he held meetings with the Chief of General
\ffairs, Chief of the Central Headgquarters of the Conoordia
Soclety and the staffs of his headquarters. I, myself, always
attended both thase meetings, and found them simply convivial
meetings and not meetlngs whereupon the commander gave orders

or instructions,
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OATH

. In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the
whole truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing.

Obi Tetsuzo (seal)

/

/

On this 7th day of January, 19,8
At Tokyo

Deponent: Obi Tetsuzd

I, Ikeda Sumihisa, hereby certify that the above
» statement was sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his
signature and seal thereto in the presence of this witness.

On the same date
At Tokyo

Witness; Ikeda Sumihisa (seal)

\

Translation Certificate

I, Nishi Haruhiko, of the defense, hereby certify that I
am conversant with the English and Japanese languages and that
the foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, a
correct translation of the original document.

Nishi Haruhiko (seal)

Tokyo
& January 1948




