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continued belligerent attitude. I your forces wish to k €€p
| you
thisg : outbreck from spreading%first intediately order

the troops neer the sarce Poulo Bridge and Papaoshan to retreat to
Changsintien by tomorrow ncon and that part of the U7th division
in Peipin to move from the walled city of 2einin to the western
aistrict bf Yungting River by noon of the 28th through the north-
ern districie of the Peipin - Hankow feilways. They must be

accompanied by the other troops of the 37th division whn arc in

risiynan. Thercafiar you must begin the gradual tronsportation

of these troons toward Paoting.

If your forces do not act upon our advice, we chall conaider
your forcea a&s lacking in sincerity, and we snall, “herefore, be
forced to take suitabie action. In that event your forces will
be char;ed with reSponaibility for eanything that occurs.”

I connot relate the note which was, issued after the Xwang-
armen ncident, since I have no record, but 1 remember that, by

and lnrgefﬂﬁ%ed a reply to the above related note within a time
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This resolution to wage war wes not directed cgainst China

-
- e

es o whole, but against only the 37th division, which was the

most charactgristically enti-Japencse of the units in the 29th . 'g

ATy . This was simply because of the Tect that the army had .i
truly intended to limit its asctivities even when operations were J
gtarted. Iisnecially, since the withdraﬁﬁl of the 37th division q
had been demanded &s shown 1n the aforcesaid nobification, it was ﬂ
but naturel for the Japenese arny toc conclude that she had a right i)

to leave other divisions at Tientsin and in the neighborhood of
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peking. This determination of the army Was reported to the Central

Headquarters. The Central Headquarters agreed to this and issued

an order for the commencement of a movement.

In the order, however, thepe was a clause which instructed
the army "not to gc beyond the line along the river Yungting-ho".
By this clguse the army underctoo® that the Central Headguarters
had not abandoncd the hope of séttling the guestion at the spot.

16. I should now like to tell the reasons for the non-expansion
nolicy of the army and also TO discuss the attitude of the Centrel
Headquarters.

The reasons for which the army had taken the non-expansion
nolicy might be stated Breifly as follows: It was considered im-
nroper to change the greatl nolicy o the dtate which had been to
bring about good relations between Japean and China, simply because
of a military conflict at a certain locallty. Moreover, the
Jepenese Army stationed in China never thought of going into war
vith thet comntry, and, consequently had no preparation for such
1 war. fgain, we considered that if we opened war against China,
it would grow into a racial conflict and that the conflict might be
a prolonged war, due to the vastness of the Chinese teTXitory. S0,
we determined to aveoid a war with China as long as possible.
Fortunately, the leaders cf the Chinese Amy, the other party of our
negotiation, also had a "non-expansion" principle, and we believed
that we would be able to reach a ﬁeaceful agreement, I have already

mentioned in fragments the fact that various measures were taken by

Central Headquarters just in the ssme manner UO prevent the expaé?on
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of thé affair. In particular, commander XAGETSU, on his arrival
there to assume his new post, gave instructions 10 persist in the
"non-expansion" policy. Again, Chief of the General.ﬂffairB‘Seotior
of the General Staff NAKAJTidA, and Chief of the Military Affelirs
Section of the Wr:- Ministry SHLBAYAMA were sent to the front to

obtain full unders*anding of the non-expansion policy of the Central 'E

Headquarters, on the part.of the entire army, at the front. :
17. I shall relate a strange event which hapfened while the |

Jenenese and the Chinese forces were face to face at the front.

After the outbreak of the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, there were
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persons who often discharged guns from the flank to tempt the

' Chinese to open fire illegally which both the Jananese and the

pE— -

Chinece forces were in a state of mutucl suspense. It was repeated
almost every evening. I heard rumors that it was probably done by ol

Chinese students or by Communist elements. T think there existed ﬂ |

-
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a third party's intrirue to provolre a conflict between tThe Japeanese
and the Chinese forces.
18. T should like to add one thing to what wltness Chin Te-chun f
hes “0ld about the establishment for the sake ol the strengthening
of military power. Mr. Chin Te-chun nisunderstood the facts.
One infentry battalion was stationed in Iengtel. However, ocur
' barracks were in railway property belonging to a railway station,
and, since the area was small and incgnvenient. for sanltation as
| well as for drilling, we asked tc borrow some land in the nelghbour- j

site |
hood as a new,for our barracks. However, the authorities of the |

Hopei-chahar Regime shirked thelr resnonsiblli+y under the pretext
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that Chinese nations' opposed the nove.

Therefore we asked a few
Chinese natives and discovered that their answer was favorable to us.

Accordingly, we negbtiated with the Chinese authorities, but the

authorities ordered the Head of the Yuanping-hsien to compel the

natives to write a document opposing us.

Definite deniul was not given to this regu.set and as time went

on the matter was left as it wa~. The convérsation between Mr.

Chin and myself written in Mr. Chin's oral ctatement is a pure febri-

:ation. I met Mr. Sung .Che-yuen once oniy to ﬁrge him.
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On this 25th day of. March 1947
At TOKYO |

DEFOVENT  HASHIMOTO.' Gun (Seal)
———_._"—'—.—’——-—_____—_—-—-

- I, ONO, Kisaku hereby certify thet the above

statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed

his signature and seal thereto in the presence of
this wi tness,

On the seme date

At _TOKYO

Witness: (Signed) ONO, Kisaku (Seel)

TASHIMOTO, Gun (Seal)
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]

Tronslation Certificate

I, Charlies D. Sheldon ©f the Defense Lnaguuse srench,

nerepy certif} that the foregoing trenslation, deserived in the

above certificate is, to the bost of wy xnowleage and belief, a

correct trunslation and is &s near &s possiblas to the meaning of

\

the original document.

/5/ Charlis D: Shélden

N Tokyou, Japan
Date 11 April 1947

i ;l"l

- - ";'!'W".
i

e
il 1

B | ( LEFIDAVIT OF ioadhIwd0'LO, GUN)
# i‘!' . .;TI
‘n :ﬁ ‘:
. .
a' .:;':-
e ;.
-. ‘rl : “
§ ¥
& i
R I 2
i g
Bt
:,
N L
¥ ‘* ‘

'5_‘*' ;-_I‘t'i .13‘1 4 "'y
-"li-.r; i M TR
il .

*
e

PptL”
:"|'|' :1,#:'!-“‘ ..




- : —- " = f-*’""*:f‘n“'ﬂ"“l"” —=yrEwen "t i g‘n-.*,.,‘; T m-? lﬁ'f."\_ﬁi\“:ﬂ%f}}’n ﬁ}?‘.’.}";’:ﬁ_—: ::r':ﬂ'-““'“iiiiﬁgf 'H..FW{‘;‘_'E '-‘..-:'-_ - 1-‘. P
s B
-
3
;
¢
PROGRESS REPORT
April 3, 1947
DOHIHARA's Witnesa:
Hashimoto, Gun
| Completed: Items 1 to 8e
Partially completed: Item 9.
Judge Judson T. Y. Nyi
Dr. Daniel S. Ao
.:‘ :




