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FALL CF FRANCE

On June 17 the French Cabinet, headed by the new fremicr, Marshal

Fetain, asked for the terps of an armistice with Germany,

On that day rresicdent Roosevelt sent a messaze to the rrench

Covernment regarding the disposition oy tite French Fleet. He said that

shculd the French Government, before

fall to sce that the Fleet wasg kept out of the hands of France's on cnents
I Pp )

the French Government would be pursuing a rclicy which wonld fatally impair

the preservaticn of the French Binire and the eventual rcstoration of French

independence, Furthermere, the President sald, should the French Gcvernment

fail tc take steps to prevernt the Freneh Fleet fron belng surrendered to

Germany, "the French Government will permanentlyr lose the friendship and

gocd-vill of the Government of the United Statesn,

Cn the following day, Jurc 18, the Undited States Goveriment received

from the French Government a catogorical assurance that thc F“ﬂnch'Flect

o

weuld "never be surrendered to tlc cnemy!'",

xcerpt from "pPeace and ‘ap"
Official publication
Dznartnent of State
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corcluding an armistice with the Germans,
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