HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
c/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NO,., 11 PLACE: TOKYO
(Obtain from G-=2) DATE: 10 Oct 1945

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis.

SUBJECT: Hiryu (CV) at the Battle of Midway.
Personnel interrogated and background of eachs:

Capt KAWAGUCHI, Susumu, IJN. A graduate of the IJN Naval
Academy; he has had 24 years naval experience and 1s an
aircraft pilot, At Midway he was Air Officer on the
Hiryu (CV) and subsequently was Commanding Officer at
Kanova Airfield. In Novcmber 1044 he was ordered to
Ordnance Supply, Navy Department,

Where interviewed (office): Meiji Bullding.

Interrogator: Captain C. SHANDS, UGN,

Interpreter: Lt Comdr D. BARTLETT.

Allied Officers Present: Brig Gen G. GARDNER, USA.
L.t PAINE PAUL, USNR.

Summary: (See next page)




SUMMARY
The HIRYU was one of four aireraft carriers in the Japanese
Striking Force, supporting the planned occupation of MIDWAY Is-
1and June 1942. When about 600 miles from MIDYAY a U. S. plane
passed over head but did not observe shipvs due to high fog. NO
sireraft attacks were made on the carrier group until” about an
hour after sunrise on 4 June whsn the formation was attacked by
torpedo planes (B=-206's and TBF's), No hits were made since the
long dropplng ranges from the carrier permitted them to be
easily avoided. A 1ittle later the formation was attacked by
high (approximately 13,000") horizontal bombers but no hits
were made. The HIRYU launched planes against MIDWAY about sun-
rise then later against the U. 5. Carrier Force., Although the
KAGA, AKACT and SORYU hac receivad damare during the day, the
ITRYU was not hit uvntil late afternoon when she received =1X
bomb hits from dive bombers setting her =fire, OStlill later
the same afternoon an unsuccessiul bonbing attack wes made on
the HIRYU by horizontal bombers at medium altitude, 'he fires
resulting from the dive bombing attack spread to the engine
rooms during the night, rendering the ship helpless., ©ohe was
sunk by torpedoecs from a Japanese destrover the next morning.
About 60 pilots were lost in the battle. About 500 out of
1500 men on the ship were lost, ifis group of ships was not
atteckad during retirement, although search planes were seen,
Visibility was pooT, Surviving pilots of the battle were dis-
tributed between the ZUIKAKA, SHOKOKU and SOLJMON Islands.,
These pilots later particpated 1n the Battle of Santa Cruz,
24 October 1945,
As the war progressed the quality of pilots deteriorated
due to insufficisnt training facilities, toO ercat attrition
with the conscquent noecessity of using inadequately trained

replacements and a shortace gf fuel for Training.




INTERROGATION

Q. How many years 1in the Navy, what experience?
A, 24 years from graduation.

Q. Is he an aircraft pilot?

A, Yes, an active flyer.

Q. Was he with the HIRYU at PEARL HARBOR?

. No, he was not.,

, When did he join the HIRYU?Y

A

Q

A, In March 1942 as Air Officer.
Q. What was his duty after MIDWAXYY
A

. He was executive officer at KANOYA airfield and later
bhecame chief in command there, he was executlve officer
for three months. Tactics in the use of machine guns and
establishing them in planes, thils duty was for two years.
Then in November last year he joined the Air High Cemmand.

Q. Was he in planning?
. No sir, he was in Ordnance Supply.
. What was the number of the air fleet?

A
Q
A, It was of the second air attack force of the first air fleet.
Q. What ships were present 1in Carrier Force at MIDWAY?

A

2nd Div. (CV)
HIRYU (F)

SORYU
BB CA cL
KIRTISHIMA TONE NAGARA
BHYHL CHIKUMA

About ten (10) DD's,

CHART
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() () Nagara
() Hiryu (F) Akagi(FF) ()
() () () ()
Tone () %%LKB %%gg () Chikuma
() O Haruna ()
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Q, When he left JAPAN what was the mission of his air fleet
at MIDWAY?




A. It was to selze MIDVAY,
e made for the employnent of
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and the aluUilans OF stop at I DVAYY

A, Just te defend Midway he neard of no other plans other than
to seize and protect LIDWAY. The thouchts in hils mind were
if they took the place easily they would go TO pralil WARBOL
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No, tnc first submarinc attack was on the KAGA after the
battlc opencd.

ithen was the HIRYU firet attacked?

On the 4th of Junc, two hours before sunsct. (About
5th of June Tokyo).

he day before he was hit, were they attacked ‘by a B-17
formation? (Four cngine bombers)

No, they didn't get anything the day before but when they
were attacked by Boeings on the day of big battle tThey
didn't cet hit; thelewas no attack on 3rd of June.

Does he know of any ships which may have been hit by worpe-
docs from B-26 or PBY's?

Not a hit in those days of the battle on the carrier Ifor-
mation.

Did he know if any transports were Wity
He never heard anything about them.

Was he attacked with torpedoes in the morning of the battle
of 4th June?

About an hour after sunrise, they were attacked by torpedo
bombers. '

Were they single or twln engine?

Igstly they were twin engine, none of tnem hit, they were
dropred at very grecat range anc they were able to avoid
them.

Were any carriers hit?

No ship was hit in that attack,

Docs he know if one of the twiln cngine plancs (after
droppring thne torpedo) flew into tne deck of one of the
carriers?

No, he was observing and knows that.

In the early morning of the 4th of Junc, 5th of June Tokyo,

#d he receive an attack from high horizontal bombers?

He says that about 2 hours After sunrise very high four en-
gined planes attacked, maybe 5,000 = 6,000 meters, but did
ot hit anything.

How was the HIRYU hit, how many hits?
She was the last of all of them to be hit,
What time of day?

About two hours before sunset., First was the torpedo attack
in the morning (they all misscd 1n that first attack) then
thev had about 20 dive bombers in the second attack and
then the third attack came. The other ships got hit on the
third attoek (AKAGI, nAGa, and SORYU)., Between the third
-nd fourth attack, the Japanese planes that had gone tO




attack MIDVAY rf.rned. - It was when they 1 cd the first
they knew American carriers were in the attack. The HIRYU
vng nit during the fourth attack by dive bombers.

When the HIRYU was hit were any planes on board?

Very few about 20 planes had comec back, They had been
launched to attack American carriers after tney returned
from MID'AY,

Does he know which U.S. carriers were attacked?

he pilots thought when the came back aboard after attack-
ing that it was the ENTERPRIGE.

Did any plancs deliver an attack on the ENTERPRIGHY

Yes, they did attack.

How did thev locate the ENTEIRPRISL?

From scout nlanes about 200 miles off To the Bast.

How many bombs hit the HIRYUY

< e o o

™Mat was principal damage?

Lifts damaged. Fire. Iany cengineering personnel killed.
Can he drow us o picture of where they hite

One one forward clevotor, two just aft of forward cle-
vator. Threce just forward after elevator.

Were there any planes launched ofter receiving the bomb
hits®

No,furthermore the floor of the 11It flopred against
the bridge, they werc unable to navigote,

111 you confirm the position of the isiond In relavibn
to pow of ship?®

Did these bombe sink the HIRYU that day or next day?

They didn't 2t any time, they were ablc to do 30 knotss;
afterwards, B-17's attacked them,

Horizontal bombers?

Yes, it was horizontal.

That tiwe of day was that?

It was about sunset that day.

How many hits did they receive 1n this attack?

I+ was some time the same day after the dlve bombers
gave him six hits thnt ae got obout ten misses from
Boecings, he is not sure he thinks 1T was B~17's or
somcthing clsc. It was medium a1ltitude horizontal bombe
ing, He said he didn't think they were very high ~nd
w~s astoniched -t the distance away from the ship when
they relensed bombs.
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How many bombs dropped?

About ten bunches.
there did they hit?
They didn't hit - bombs landed about 500 meters away.
Find cut if any of the battleships were hit at that time.
lle was burning by this time buv he thinks that something
touched the KIROSHIMA OR IARUMA in the stern, didn't do
much, no difficulty in navigation as a result.
Was that a result of the horizontal bombers.,
No, tiis is the dive bhombhing avtack, OUne of them dived
and dropped a bomb on the KIRCSHIMA but horizontal bombs
didn®t hit the ~IROLLIMA.

| Y
How were the other carriers hit?
all got hit from the dive hombers.
Does he know how our torpedo planes were shot down?
He thinks it was fighter planes in the main.
If his ship was able to make 30 knots, how was 1t -sunk?
The fire got to the engine rooms by the next morning
and stopved the ship, whereupon a Japanese destroyer
was cnlled on to sink it with torpedoes.
Does he know anything about the damage on the SORYU?
Hc separated from the SCRYU, he doesn't know.
How many men and pilots werc lost on the HIRYU?
About 60 pilots.,
How many men in all®?

1500 total aboard. About 500 of these were lost.

Why didn't the occupation force and Grand Fleet continue
on to MIDWAY?

Because they could not occupy the island having lost
Welr gir attack 10TrCu.

ilow was this officer rcscued?

Before the torpedo was sent into his ship by the des-
troyer he was taken aboard with some of the crew,

During the retreat did they sight any of our reconnais-
sance plancs looking for them?

They saw five or six of our planes, that was the morn-
ing ef the Hth,

Were they attacked by any of these planes?

No they werce not.
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Did the HIRYU have radar?

No.

Did any of the carriers have radar®
None of thcm.

Did any of the other ships have radar?

No, not on any, as soon as they got back they put them
on the earriers.

When was that?

July 1942 both battleships and carriers received them,
Was thce HARUNA at MIDWAY?

Not in his force. FHe thinks it was with Grand Flcet.,
How did they control their fighters in the alr?

At first ot MIDWAY they set the course on the ships
and turned them loose on the first attack, no radio.

Which type of attack did he most fear, dive bombilng,
torpedo or horizontal?

The worst is dive bombiling,
Why 2

You can't avoid it, but you can with long range torpe-
does.

How many losses in plancs or pllots did he expect at
MIDWAY?

Apbout onc third, he said that he thought that they
might lose one carrier, he didn't have any idea about
how many planes might get lost. The High Command might
have had an idea, but they didn't pass any icdeas to
them, cven if they were pessimistic they didn't pass.
on the information to the skippers.,

Did he know the other carriers were lost?

He had an opinion while on his own ship that the others
were disabled, he ncver learncd definitely until he
went aboard the destroyer.

What effcect on future operations did the loss of car-
riers have?

He said he simply got orders from the United Fleet to

come away, as to future plans, didn't hear at that
timc,

Does he know if they intended to attack Midway again?
A1l hands thought it was no usec.

Does he know if the attack on MIDWAY was instigated by
the Army or Navy Command?
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He believes it was a combined general staff decision.
Doesn't know who was responsiblc,

Did the loss of these carriers result in sending these
pilots and aircraft Into the Solomons as land based
planes?

Some of the pilots went back to JAPaN, some went to

bases in the SOLOMONS, and some were assigned to the SHOKAw

KU and ZUIKaAKA in the SOLOMONS area,

Does he know of any naval pilots, squadron commanders
or others of similar rank?

He said he could only help there if we could suggest
their names.

Doecs he know why they continucd to send troops, planes
and ships into the SOLOMONS in little groups instead
of one blg groun:

There were not cenough personnel and equipment at home
te throw a big bunch 1n There, therefore they had to
go 1in small incrcments,

Does he know of any Army units assisting in the Solomons?

He thinks they were there doesn't know much about it tho,
he was back at AANOYA st thizg time,

Does he know what influenced the decision to withdraw
f'rom the Solomong?

He heard it was a matter of cculdn't supply them,

Does he know of what the new plans were for attack or
for nolding after their withdrawal from the Solomon
chain,

He got very little on plans. Personally thought that
americans were landing too much around tham and they
soulc hav2 To give up what they had and go on the def=-
ensive., He thought that because they had insufficient
numbsr of vlanes, they couldn't hope to trke offencsive
actiong he thouzht it was defensive holding from that
tilnfﬁ Olls

Does he krnow if the Navy had planned for a short war or
long war?

He said that they all thought that if it was a long war ,
the Navy would ce finiched, and they thought it would be
a long war. However, officers in his job were not told
any plans,

Would he c¢stimate the number of ycars they considered a
long war, |

He thought if it was short it would be less than two
years, something over five years if it were long,

Was there any improvements in aircraft material or per-
sonnel during the war?

The pilots got worse but thec planes got better.
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Does he know of any reason why the pilots weren't trained
as well as the first group of pilots?

It was combination of abscnce of sufficicent training
facilities including planes and the necessary fiel for

training?
When did the fuel shortage first influcnce the training?
Early 1943,

"Yhen he was in the Navy Department, was he on any cam-
palgn plans?

He was not in operations planning, he was in Supply-
Ordnancec,

Does he have any inform-tion concerning the Coral Sea
Bittle 7-8 August 1942 or the operations of the SHOKAKU
and ZUIKAKA or SHOHU?

He can't explain anything clearly on that, he doesn't
have any information,

"hat type of action reports were submitted following thc
battle of MIDWAY?

He sent a messgge on the casualties, nothing written ex-
cept the radio report. By word or mouth to the Combined
Fleet Staff,

Did thc raids on Japan when he was in the Burecau effect
his supply requirements?

ihe ehief aifficulty he had in ordnancc was to obtain
ships to scnd the supplies out,

What caused the scarcity of shins?

He got no reports execpt that the stuff didn't get there
and 1s clearly of the opinion that it was = comblination
Oof plines and submarines shat sunk the shipss

How < ep were aireralt anci-supmarine depth charges
Set o po off?

About 30 meters, maximum.
How much were they normally set for?

5 to 10 meters,




