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UsSs STRATEGIC BCMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO  #234
G/O POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 224) PLACE: TOkYO
(NAV NO. 52) DATE: 27 October 1945

TIME: 0930 - 1130
Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.

subiect: RADAUL,
Fersonnel interrogated and background of each:

Commander Yasumi DOI, IJN. Gunnery Officer, Starff South Eastern Fleet
March 1943 - 1945. Based at RABAUL.

“here interviewed: Room 340, MEIJI Building.
Interrogator: Captain C, Shands, USN.
Interpreter:  Lieut, Comdr. D, Bartletv, USNi,

Allied Officers Present: Lone,

SULIZARY

About 200 Jopcnese novy plenes ond 60,000 troops operating from RABAUL
against the american advonce in the SOLOLONS. United States heavy bombing raids
seriously damaged landing strips but never put all strips out of commission at
the some tiase, Harbor shipping severely damaged by cive-bombers, Mlining of
RABAUL not effective. Effective mining in LUNDA, BUIN and kAVIENG, Hadar on
CoPE ST. GEOAGE gave about 1 hours warning of approaci of United States Aircraft
from the SOLOLONS but carrier raids came as & surprise, Boinbardment of instal-
lations not very effective, Sufficient food and surplies but deficient in anti-
Aireraft comunition., United States occupation of SOLONONS stopped Japanese
expension to the southwest., Initial turn of the war considered occurred at
MIDUAY forcing new novel toctics. Naval air losses in SOLQOMON Campaign detri-
mental to loter defense. Loss of shipping had severe economic effect upon end
of war.
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TRANSCRIPT OF INTERROGATION (Commnnder Yasumi DOI, IJN).
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Q. :ho was in command at RABAUL while you were there?
A. Vice Admiral hUSAka in charge of Naval installations, General IMAMURA in
charge of the Army. They had equal authority.

Q. How mony airfields did you have in operation?

1. Three Navy fields: (1) East Airfield (2) Viest Airfield (UANARANAU) and
TOBERs airfield. There were also two Army air strips but they were not
mucn good.

Q. How many planes were based there?

as They Navy had a meximum of avout 200 planes. The arumy hod hardly any,
Only a few search planes, but they did not fly very much. DMost of the
army plones were in BURha. The tactical ideas of the army and Navy
were not the same so there was no good coordination between them, There
were seaplane facilitiss but only a few operated there, Not over twelve,
~fter the began to operate they found it was too difficult so they just
dwindled away. «fter that they only came with supplies. all planes
were fueled from 200 liter druns.

Q. “hat was the effect of our air raids upon RABAUL?

.. "hen thc heavy-bombers c-me, the landing strips werc seriously damaged,
but there were not very many casualties. The dive-bombers were very
serious Against shivs and did proctically all of thot kind of damage.
One day, ~cbout 11 November 1943, w~s o bad one. Dive=bombers sank
four supply ships in the harbor. I don't remember the names. wgrinst
supply dumps, the donge was tbout the same between henvy-vpombers and
dive-bombers. after the plancs left for TRUKR in February 1944, your
torgets shifted to strafing of personnel. Thot was very distressing.

Q. How long did it take to repoir the runways cfter o bomnbing rald?

ae Usuzlly about 10 hours, since all of the fields were never bombed at
on¢ time, the bombing of the fields was not too serious, However, 1f
plancs tried to land on the demaged ficlds or on the wrmy fields which
were very rough, they usually werc damaged. If ali fields had been
bombed at the szme time it would have been serious.

Qe How cffeetive were the mining operations?

ae The water at RiBAUL was about 60 meters deep so it was not very effect-
ive., /e did not evcn sweep, I do not think that any ships were sunk
there from mincs.e In MUNDA, BUIN and KAaVIENG the mines were very serious
and there were mony casualties. 1 do not remcmber how many,
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Qe Did you have any rader instcilations at RaBaUL?

ae. Yes, we had a secret one, well hidden on CAFE ST. GEORGE. I could
~ick up plancs about 100 kilamcters away. e also had coast watchers
with radio at BUIN and HMPRESS OF aUGUSTa BaY. We generclly had about
cn hours noticc of the approach of your planes from GUaD.LC.iNaL. That
was enough time to mon our guns and put up fighters., Carrier attacks
would sometimes surprise us.

Qe Did you have any fire control radar?

ae The first anti-ndircrnft radar fire control cquipment was brought down
cbout September 1943, It wos the first Japanesc cquipment of its kind,
It did not work very well, and was broken completely in October 1943,
we tried having fighters fly alongside bombing form~tions to give us
the 2ltitude and speed, but duc to communication difficulties that did
not work very wcll, The he~vy-bombers always came over at the same
~ltitude, so we thought we knew it pretty well; but we missed a little
on spced, ‘e think that we shot down several hundred .mcrican planes,
including thosc that werce damaged ~nd did not get bock to their base,
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Q, “Who manned your guns?
nd half Navye. The Navy monned &

A1 f Army
~nd aboub 60 other

Ay 1t Was ~bout I
g ¥ 12, cm, EUIS

12,7 cm. we wnd 12 % 1247 gui=s
AA guns. 1n ~gdition we had about 200 Yy 20mm machine guiSe

Q. Did you hnve ~dequate apmunition?

i, No, we wers alway + shorb of snti-aircraft ammunitione It was

normally grought in by transport, but 2s shipping condl
more ciificulb, due to circraft ~ttack, 1t WaS brought 1n on destroyerss
Lbout October 19,3, 1t was brought in twice by subme.rine.

at RABAUL?

1f of these were Novy labor battolions. 1he

There were no special 1~nding troops there.

very few Army troops &t RABAUL, but

fron the western end of the island.

Q. How many shore-~br.sed personnel did you have
A, Aboul 3300 havye pbout ho
rest were garrison LIoODSe
prior to April 19L3 there were
~fter that sbout 60,000 were dravi in

cans to land at RABAUL?

The Navy thought that it would not be

4 unr ccessary for you after you.captureerAE and SALAMAUA
*ough.theiMARSHALLSPGILBEHIS. The ArMy thought that you
vould, so moved L ~11 the LroopPSs “hen you went into the 13 RIANAS

wWe were sure that you would by-pass US. At that tiume it wins not jmportant
that you capture RiRAUL, since it was not contributing to Our defense of

th':i ﬂuPI.R:J ®

u expect the Ameril

Q. Did yoO
divided opinilolie

A, There WAS
profitable an
ATk started thr

Q. How did you gat your ~ircraft to RaBaUL?
i, liost of the Navy plmcs flew in eitner from the PHILIPPINLS or from THUK.
vigation losSsesS so later brought

- fow, bub they h=d ne.
them in by shiDe The ships conerslly passed aroun
of NEW IHELAND bub sonctimes to the south depending upo
y our potrolling submariies.

d the northwest end

The Army flew in
n the intelligence

we recelved +bout

Q.'Whab aircrzftlsquadronS‘were basad ot RaBaUL?
A, It wus the lith “3p Fleot, <5th and obth Sguaarons,
nd borbers. Somctimes thc squadrons variecd.

composed of fighters

T s - - TU~THS & T .
%. %ure %ou present durlng any shiv bombardments?
i v~ - T T i
. WSZ, Eﬁs ~t LUNDA and VILLA, There was very
c.8 very fearsoil. Mot very ccurata. Somotimes We

wore the sheils landc ;

fuf: Z?u shctfs 1~ndod, e were kKept sleeplcss ~nd fatiguede.

G '_.h 4 - ] - . - |
aupplics would e hit. liostly just damaged airfield.

little damage, but it
couldn't even find
Sometimes

pped back to JAPAN?

Q. ' *'I,}r -y o -
WeX'G 4oy he same :
ay of the smerican plancs that wore shot down shi
shipped.

Ae I don ndok | '
ot tnisk so, but the rodio equipment was removed 2nd

Qe Did you ha e :
palgrr o;wut?mzew;nipfgc tog.:o-orpeap boats operating in that area?
ey dehanica11§ *;lf:i at tho southcrn cnd of BOUGAINVILLE, but they
et -1Ebfae?? -nd we stopped using thcme Some beats
e u 2¢ wgainst babttleships wore at SHORTLAND but they

ere riot succacsilu. .

Qe fiOv did v A
. B G . S R o
¢ .relod htse They did aot aave racdar. Only two would be

- e

Q. HOW ‘J,j_f'i y—** § it

2 l't.l iufk.'l_n'm'-" V1IN Y | L

ive Bariy ia 19L7 ia . '2 ng}f,jy ‘incs to your bases in the SOLOMONS?

il £ / W, L SUI'O;? SYS ~ _ o - .

entored a suverst 1 .rbor on NE. o Later we used small boats. DBoats
perbed t uicat mad o NE. GOKGLA oppositc .. AUNDAL ISLiND. They
cvEr S5U0 e > nd woerc hiddon during tne G ‘ ni ; "

¢D Lonse g tne day. Thc snlps were not
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Did you expect us to land at MUND.L?

Ycs, we planned to minc 1t Dy aircraft, but the mincs did not arrive in
time, Later we had trouble with them so did not use them. The wecther
wos nlso boad for mining, Three days before you landed, we mined 1t by
using destroycrse.

When vou were on RaBaUL did vou receive information when other islands
were occupicd?

Yos, we received immediate radio notice from the SCLOMCN ISLaNDS. We
also knew when KiadalLIZN, CUal and SaIPall were captured.

Vthat effect did thce loss of the SOLAMCNS have upon your plans?

Tt stomped our expansion to the southwest. Our original plans did not
call Tor gxpun51on, but when we got ta the SOLOMCIS we thought that we
shruld go furthe We did not plan tn capture 4USTR.ALLA, but we thought
that we might go ns far as the NEW HEBRIDES. when you captured the
SOLOMCNS, our orders at RaBaUL were to hold there. It was very expensive
tn the Japoncse Novy to try to rucxpture GU..DALCAN.,L, We lost many
pilets and plones which we needed later. slso lost ships. The army

1nst many trainced men,

that factors caused ;ou to lose the war?

I was a student in our arny-Nevy Rescarch Institute and Staff of the
Bure“u ofﬁMilit“ry Affoirs. We wore studying the total war, hoping
thot we might find some way te win, e felt thot on the whole the
Nﬂvy was placed in 2 situction which was under the general management
of the army. If the .rmy -nd Navy had studied it more widely, we
would h~ve done bebber. after our first success 2ot PEARL HiRBOR and
CEYLCN we rcecived o sovere setback at MIDU..Y. I think that was the
first turn of the tide. e had to change our Naval plens but did not
have many big carricers to do it with. %e also studied ceconomic 2nd
morale subjects iike fucl. ond iron., We thought that we could hold on

for o long time, but in the end the destruction of our shipping was
very bad for us,

0, How lorge were the guns on tihe LUSASHI and Y.MaTO?

10 9

In the Navy College we were not permitted to talk ~bout thosc ships. The

cuns were listced os M40 Speeial', I think that they wcre Loem (about
18 inches).
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