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PO E N

AMRIOLKAIS



THE ARGUMENT.

. THE poeg, after the manner of his countrymer,
supposes himself atterided, on a journey by ‘a
company -of fricnds; and, as they pass near a
place, where his mistresg had lately dwelled,
but frem which her tribe was then removed, ke
desires them to stap awhile, that he might in-
dulge the painful j)}gaéllfg of weep,ing over the
deserted remains of her tcat. Theyrcomply
with his request, but zxhort*hm to show n:ore
strength of mind, and urge two topicks of con-
solation; namely, that fie hud tefore been equaliy
unheppy, and that he had enjoyed his full share of
pleasures : thus by the recollection of hiy prssed
delight his imagination is Kindled, and his
“g1ief suspended.

He then gives his friends a livtly acwunt qf his
juvenile froiicks, to one of \\ln"h they had
.alluded. It seems, he lmd lv‘eu in loverwith o .
giri named Onaiza, ana ;.1 i in *ain s 1ght "an
occasion' te declare his p'xssmn one’d: Y, {\hml :
ber tribe had strock their tents, anyd wert clianu
m" their station, the v omen, as usual came
behind the rest, with the scrvant< ang, bam’awc,
in carriages fixed on the backs of camels,  Amas
riolkais zdvancad slewly at a distence, and,
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.

when %€ men were put ofsight, had the plea-
sure of ‘seeing Onaiza retire wnth 3 party of
damsels fo a‘nvu,let or poql cq,liéd' Daratjuljil,
where theg undresséd themselves, ,and were
bathmg, when the Jfover dppear qd, dispounted
+ from his camel,’and sat upon their clothes, pro-
claiming aloud, that whocver’* ouid' redeem her
- dress, wust present herself naked beforé him.
hey ad)ured entreated, expouulated but, when
it grey late, tllev fouttd themselves obliged to
submit, and all of thém recovered their clothes
extept Onaiza, whe renewed “her adjufgxtions,
and ,continued a long; tm’xe in the water: at
leugth sheralso ')é"ﬂbrmpd lthe condition, and
“dressed herscrf * Some hours had passed, when
the girls complatned 5t cold and hunger: Am-
violkais thercfore instantly, killed tlzc young camet
on which he had riddey, and, havi ing cajled the
fepale atfendants together, made a fife and
xomtq:l hxm. The zxftexnoon was spent in gay
c:mvcrsatwn, not without a cheerful cup, for
he was prowdul with wine in a, leathern bottle ;
but,’\vhen‘n was time to follow the tribe, the
prince (fdr such was his rank) had neither
camebnor lwrsq ¢ and Ondi’~a, after mudh -ims-
.portm ty cm*sey./u to take him_ o ker cames:
bg/or( the carriage, while the o¥her damsels
-«hvndc’ among thepiselves ,she’ Jess agreeal, le
bmden ‘of hi§ prms, and the futmbure of his
beast.
e next relates his « ouxtshup-of Fat/uma and’Iis
more Jaa(rcrous amour with «'git] of 4 tribe at



war with his own, whosc beautics he very minutely
and luxqrzmzll‘/ deiincates.  Yrom these love-
tales he pr(rdbql's o t‘he eopnméndatron ¢f his
own f’orntude, w hen: he as 1;'15511}5.'1 desert in
the . darkest .u ht' and :he mentlon‘ of the
morning, wfuch auccccdcd I¢ads*him.to a lony’
dcscm[)tzon of’ his® hunter, ¢nd of a chase in the
forc&t followcd by a feast ow the gamy, whick
had been plcrced by his javglins.

Here his natratjve scems'sto be* interrupted hy @
storm of lLghtuing and 'zm/vmf rain : he nobly
d:’scub&s the 'lxo\\ex'.md' the torrent, whch it
pm(luccd down Al the “adjadent mouatains,
and, his compamo‘n ;ctltﬂ"w to awd the storm,
the drama (for thn poem has4he form of avdro
matick pastoral) ‘endsair up{ly

The metre i of the finsd species, .(d,]ml leng cerse,
and consisfs of the bagchius, ‘or (m' wibrachys,
followed by, the first ¢pitrite; or, in ll‘c Jverile
and cighth places, ot the distich, by, thy. &ou{;h,
_dambus, the%ast syllable being considered as 2
long ore : the reguiar fmm, tal\cn from *the
sccond chapte. of Counmentarics ,on cbsiatick

 Poetry, is this;
¢ Amator 1uella|\un l‘x'ﬁm:t s@ | pe i htur .
= Ocellis | nigris, labris | odom, | nigri’ (.OllllS.
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AMRIOLKAIS.

“¢ STAY—Let us weep at the remem-
“ brance of our belovwed, «##.tbe fight of the
“ ftation w/zere her tent was rai tfed, by the
« edge of yoa lendipg fands between DA-
“ nyL and HAUMEL,

“ TupAM and MIKRA; a jfiation, the
“ marks of which are not wholly effaced,

"“%nosgh the foutl, wind and the .north

“« havc waqven the twifted fand.’

Thus I _/pa/ee,,ﬂwm my companions stop-
ped “their' courfess by my fide, and faid,
“ Perith not through defpair: only be-
“ path, it

A profufion of tears, arg/'werea‘f is 1dy

1ole relief ; but what avalls iL'to .{hed them

over the remains of a deferted manfion ?

“ Fhy conlmon, they rephed, is not more,
¢ painfu! than when thou Teft ft How A IRA,

VOL, VIII, - . b
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THE POEM OF AMLIOLKAIS,

¢ before thy Prefept paffion, and: } er nelgh-
“ bous REBABA, o7 the bills qf'MAsnL

Yl’h el fq/omed when thofe two Gamfels .

'departed mufk was diffufed . from their

robes, as the eaftern gale Ihcds the fcent of
clovc-glllyﬁowers :

Then gufbed the tears from ,my eyes,
through excefs of regret, and tlowed ‘down
my neck, tiil myfword <belt was drenched
in the fiream.

“ Yet haft thou paffed many dlys in

« fveet converfc with the fair; but none,

“ fo fweet adthe dsT, whick” ‘thou fpentelt
“ by the poa/ quARAl; soLyUL.

On that day T killed my came! to give
the virgins a feaﬁ ang oh! how ftrange

was it, that they thould carry' his trappings,_
and furniture!

The damfels centinued till evening help—
ing one another to the roaﬁad flefli, and to
the delicate fat likt the frings of wdite filk
finely vroven.

Qn that happy ‘Jw}\l éntered ti{e carriage.
the cgitiage of oNa1ZA, whd {§id,’ “ Wa

“to thcel thou wilt compel -md to trus 3!,
s (#1 “foot.”

She added (Whlle the” yehicle.was bent
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THE POEM OF AMRIOLKAIS. 11

afide'with our weight), © O AMRIOLKATS,
“ dercend or my beaft alfo will bg killed.”

‘T ‘anfwenel # ¢ Broceeds and loofen his
« yein® nor w;thhold froms m€ the-fruits
¢ of thy love, whxch again‘and again may
“ be tafted Wlth raptur&.

. Many a.falr one like thee, though not*
"‘ like thee a \urgm‘ haverl v1ﬁted by night;
‘¢ and many a IOVely mother have I divert-
¢“ ed from thq care of her, yearling infant

-
¢ adorned with. amulet§

V.\Ahen th&{;udkhrl:rbehmd her cried,
““efhe turned round ‘to him with half* her
“ body ; Bu? halfof it, prefled: beneath my
« embrace,.was not tyrned from me.’ ‘

Dclx.ghtful too was, the day, when ra-
THIMA at firft reje&ed me ¢h the fummit
of*yon "fand-hill, #nd took ap ocafh, which
the decharedsinweolable.

. « 0, FATHIMY, falf I, away with fo
* muclt- coynefss and, if thou hadft re-
e 'Kplvedow abandon mb; yet at laﬁ' relent.

' & If, né‘leoﬂ' my dlfp'bﬁtmn.and x‘hanners‘

a;e unpleafing.to thee, xend ° at once the
« mantlc of my hears, that it ‘reay be;. de~’
“ tached frq.m thy love. * °

“-Art thou'_fo hap.ghty'; becaufe my, paf-
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THE POEM OF ‘AMRIOLKAIS,

¢ fion for thee éeﬁ;'oys me; an‘d. ‘becaufe
“ whatever thon commandeft, my heart
“ performs?

“J boucweepeyi-——yet thy tears How mere-
% ly to wound my heart with che hafts of ,.
¢ thine: eyes. ;- my he. u't, already broken to
« pietes and agomzmg

Befides thef "—with many a Tpotlefs vir=
gin, whofe tent had not yet been frequent-
ed, have 1 holden fot .dalliance at petfe&

3

To vi ﬁt otz vf. them, 1 paﬂ'ed .the guards

" of her bower and 2 hcfhle-.r'bc, whe would

23
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have been eager to- rocldim my death.

It vras the hour, when_the Pleiads ap-
peared in the firman.ent, like the folds of a
filken fuih varioufly decked with gems. )

I approached—fhe ftood expeilig me by
tise curtain ; and, as §j fbe was preparing for
ﬂeep, had put oﬂ' al] her v\.ﬁu{e, bur her
mght—dre[s,

" She faid—< By him who erested me
s (a;td gave e her 10° rely ua,nd") I am
* unabie to refufe thee; i for I .)evrelch
“ thag the blindrefs o}' thy paffion fs net to
“ be removed

Then I roce w1th her, and, a8 we walk~
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THE POEM OF AMRIOLKAIS. 13

ed, ~iﬁe drew over' ous footfteps the train of
her pl&ured robe.

Sdon as wt had paﬂ'ed the habitgtions of
her ti¥Be, and ceme tq the befont of a vale
J'urrounﬁed wifh hlllocks of Ipiry find,

I gently drew her tCMards ‘me by her
- curleqylocls, «and’ fhe foftly inclined to my
“embrace : hcr.‘walft was »graqefully flender ;
but fweetly Twelld‘d the part- *encircled with
ornaments of gold

Delicate was *her thape ; fair hef {Kin;
and how . body wn]l‘uErqpbrtloned her bo-

, fom was as, fnooth as a mlrror,

LOr like the pure egg of an oftrich of a
yellowlih tint Dblended with Whlll, and
nourifhed’by a ftream of Wholelqme water
not yet | dxﬁmbf‘d

Bhe turned ahdc: and difplgyed her foft
cheek : Yhe gaveta timid glauce with le.-
gmfhmg dyés, like thofe of a roe in zbe

. gro've: % wEGEra looking tgnderly at her
young.
, Het; feck 4% dike that of 3 m:lk—whﬁe'
hind, but, when .{he raifed ¥, ekcecded nqt
.thc‘Juﬁgﬁ fymmetry ;. not was-the ned( of
my‘bcloveﬁ fo unadornede

% Her long ceal-black hair decorated her
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THE POEM OFc Al\%RI(—)LKAIS.

back, thick and, diffyfed like bunches of
dates- cluﬁenng on the palm-tree.

Her locl:s were elegaatly turned above
her head; and the rjband, wkich bound
them, was loft i in her irefles, y.part braided,
part difhevelled.’ A ‘

. She difcovered a waift taper as a well-

< tw:fted cord ; and a leg both white . and

37

39

4¢

as finooth, as the ftem of w young palm, or
a freth reed, bendmg over the rivulet.

« Wher fhe fleeps at noon, her bed is
befprinkled =ith mufk: fhe puts bn her
robe of undrefs, but leaves ‘the apron 72
ber handmaias. .

She difpenfes gifts with finall delicate
ﬁngers, f, weetly glawing at.their tips, like
the white and ctimfon worm of DABIA,
or Jennfnces made of ESEL-weod,

. The bnghtnefs of -her, face. illymines the

veil of night, like the evening ta.per of a
reclufe Lermit.

On a gu’l iike her, a git] of a moderate
helght, between thofe. who wear a frock .
and trofe who wear a gown, the moft

_ bafhfl man muft - look wxm ‘an edd-T

mourec eye. *
The blied paffions of men for commnrn
wojects | of affe@tion are foon difprirfed ; bat
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THE POEM, OF AMRIOLKAIS. 18

from ‘the love of thee my hegrt cannot be
releafed.

O how ok" have I'rege&'ed the admoni-
tiops BF a morofe, advifer, » vehemeht in
eenfuring my paﬂion for thee ; nor have I
been moved by his reproaches' ‘

- Oft tgn has-the mght drawn her fkirts
.around me like the billsws of the ocean,
to make trial of fny fortltuae in a variety
of cares ;

,And 1 faid to her (when fhe feefned to
extend. ber fides, ;t& i on her unwieldy
lersgth, * ande to advance flowly with her
breaft),

"« Difpel ¢thy gloom, O ted'!ous. night;
“ that the morn ay, rife § although my
¢ forrows are fuch that the n!ormng-llght
“¢ willriot give me ‘more comfor than thy
“ _fhaden

" O ,hidedus night! a wmight in which
« the {Yars are prevented from nﬁng, as if
“ they ware, bound, t0'"a folid cliff’ with
“ f’croqg'caf)le;*”

*Often toQ have. I nfen a¢ early dawnx.
-wln’e the birds wege yet in thelr'aeﬁs,znd
*mounted 2, “hunter with*ffmooth fhort hair,
of "a ofull helgﬁt, and fo fleet as to make
capt®e the bealts of the foreft;.
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THE POEM® OF AMRIOLKAIS. ,

Ready in turnifig, quick ir" purfuing,
bold in advancing, firm in backmg ; and
performlng the, whole swith tke .firength
and {wiftnefs of a vaft roc.k,.mhxch a tor-
rent has pufhed €rom éts lofty bafe ;

A Jbright-bay fteed, from whofe polithed
back the trappings dlide, as drops of rain
glide haftily down ¢the {lippery marble.

Evén in his wézkeft ftate he feems to
boil while he runs; and the found, which
he makes in his rage, is like that of a
bubbling cap.l\dron,

When other horfés, that fwim thrpugh
the air, are iangui® and’ kick the duft he
rufhes on like a flood, and firikes the hard
earth with a firm hoof.

He makes the Tlight youth flide from his
feat, and violently ijhakes the -fkirts of a
heavier and more itubborn rider ;

Rapid s the pierced weod irt the hands
of a piayful child, which he whirls quickly
round with a-well-faftened cord.

- He has the loins of =n anttlope, and tiie

_“thighs¥ of an oftrich; he trots like.a walf,

. and gallops like a young fox.

Firm' are'his haunches: and, when his
‘hinder parte are.furned towards ‘you, le

-"fills the fpace batween ‘his legs with a lonjg
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THE POFM OB AMRIOLKAIS. 1

thicKetail, which fouches not the ground,
and thclines not to e1ther ﬁde

His back,swheri* he ﬁ:a;ac'l's in hls ftall,
refemblros the fmooth® ftone on whlch per-
fumes are mixed for a brlde, or the feeds
of coloqumtcda are bthifed.

The blood, of she {Wift game, -wltich re-
afains™on hlS neek, 1is like the crimfon
juice of Hinna on,grey Powinglocks

He bears® us-‘fpeedxly to a herd of wild
Tatthe, in whlcb the heifers are fair, as she
vﬁ'gms in black tr, 11104;,_;0bcs, who dance
ropnd e zdo? pEwelR .

They txrn) thair backs, and appear like
the vancgated fhells of yem EN on *the
neck of a Yyouth mﬁmgunhed “in-his tribe
for a multitude of noble kinligen?
~ &Hae foon brings aws up to the fosemoft of
the beafts, and Jedves the reft fir - behind ;
nor has the Jherd time to d'ifperfc ftlelf,

'Hex mins from ,:mld Bulls to wild heifers,
ard overpowers them. in a fingle. heat,
withouty bemg. b4tred, or even *moiftened.,
with Iweat.

‘IRen the bufy copk dreffes, the gamb,-
roz{’cmg part, baking part oa hot ft3nes,
ad muck'ly boiling, the geft in a veffe} of
irony.
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THE POEM OF A?llﬁOLKAIS. .

In the evening ‘we depart; ‘and, when
the behplders eye afcends to the head of
my huntex;, and .henu defcends to.his feet,
1t is- unable at once to talog- i in all his
beaunes.v

His trap;nngs and girths are ftill upon
him: he ftands ere&t before me, not yet,
loofed for paﬂure.

O ‘friend, feefu thod the lightning,
whofe flathes refemble the quick glance of

. two hands amid cnouds ralfed above ¢louds?

The fire .aﬁ it /rlcams like the lamps of .

. a hermit, when *the ‘il .poured on them,’

fhakes the cord by. which they are fufs

' pcnded

I fit garing at it, swhile my ‘companions
fland between DAARIDGE and ODHAYB
" but.far diftant is the cloud onewhich ‘my
eyes are'fixed.

Ttse right, fide feems to pour Its rgun on
the bilks -of KATAN, and 1ts *Iéft on .zbe
mountains of sS¥FAAR and YADBUL..

It congmues to dlfcharge ite waters over
eoTArA till the rufhing torrent le.y.s.pro-
frate the grdves, of Canab&el—trees.‘ .

It paﬂw’es ovet mount KE;M AN, whlch it
. deluges in is courfe, and forces the w! &
Boats 1o defcend.afrom every chﬂ' <
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THE POHM OF AMRIOLKAIS, 19

Od- mount TAIMA‘lt leaves not one
trunk‘of a palm-tree, nor a fingle edlﬁce,
which, is *not built. with vlell-cemented
ftone.

. Mouns TEBEAR ftands in the heights of
the flood like a2 venéfable chicf wrapped
ina ﬁnped mantl¢

“The' 'fummu of MOGAIMIR, covered
‘with the rubbifh,dvhich the torrent has
rolled down, logks in the morning like the
top af a fpmdle enclrcled w1th wobl,

*The cloud unl({ads.,u,s frelght on the
defprt of GHAB&AT fike a merchant. of
YEMI:N ahglumg with dis *bales of rich
apparel

The finall birds_of the valley wirble at
day-bréak, as if they Bad taken their early
Jraughts of generpus wine mixgd with
fpice. _

" The beafts, of the wodd, drowned in

‘ the ﬂoc'x_is of nigl.x't, float, Tike the roots of

wild onfons, at the diftant edge, of the
lake:
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"HE ARGUMENT.

This peem was. occasioned by a little incident
highly characteristic of pastoral manners., Ta-
RAFA and his brothe: mABEB jointly possessed
a herd of camels, ¢nd had agreed to watch
them alternately, eacn on his particular day,
lest, as they were, grazing, they sheuld be
driven ofl by a tribe with whum their own clan
was at war; b‘u;_our‘ poet was g2 immersed ip
‘meditation, and so wedded to his-muse, that
he often neglected his charge, and was sharply
veproved by his brother, who asked nim sar-
castically, IWhether, if he lust the camels, they
could e restored by his poetry 2 ¢ You shall be
““ convinced of it,” answered Tarara; ol
persisted so long in his negligency, that the
whele herd was actualiy scized by the son..-
rites. This was more than i really expected ;
and he “p} vlied 1o all hisfriends for assistance
in recovering the camels: among others he so-
licited *he help of liis -cousin.maLrc, who, in-
stead of granting it, tovk the opportunity-ef
r2buking bim with acrimony for his remissnes:
in that instance, and for his geweral prodise.
lity, libertinism, and spirit of ‘contention ;' tell-
ing him, that he was @ aisgrace to ks ja"u{/
and had raised mnwnerable enemies.,
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The def‘enﬁe of a poet wa$ likely to be best made in
al |

poetical’ language; and TARAFA ioduced the
foliowing cempysifion..in’ vmdi ‘ation” of his
ch: uactex and tonddct, ,whlc'h he hcldly jus-
tifies oin -ew ey respect,, ard e\eg clalms praise
for the \019 coursg of Iﬁ'ea which had exposed
him tocensuwie.

» He glories {n his passmn for women, and ben'ms
as. ufual With lamenting the depax ture of his
beloyed KHAULA, ;-t/ze tender J¥wn ; whose
beauty he describes ina very lively stram. It
wera tQ be wished, «that he had said*more, of
his mistress, 2and less of hig camel; of anch he
interweavex a very IgnJ, aild no very pleasing,
deacrfptmn.

The rese of the poem™contains an eloge on, his
own fortltude, spright]iness, libegality, and
valour, mixetl With keen expos*tulattons on the
wukindness and mgmtxmd‘e of magrc, andl with
‘all’thg cgmmon toprcks in favour of svoluptu~
ousness: he even triumphs on hating slain and
dressed one of his father’s camels, anpd” blames
the pld mmn for lnsvchurllshmss and avarice.
Itisa traJmon preserved by Al Dbeida, that
one of tlfe chlefs, whom the poet comphment‘s
in the cwltheth (_o'upfet, made him a pz.eacnt of
a lum(lled camels, aml enabled hins, s he had
promued' to eonvince his brotller, that poctyy.
cguld’ zepuir his losss

The metre is 'th¢ same,with that used by amri-
OLKAI&
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TARATF A

«THE manfion -of KHAULA is,.defo~

“late, and the traces of it on the ftony

“ hills of TAHMED faintly fkine, like the
¢ remains of blue figured ‘painted 'on the
“ back of a hand.”

While I fpoke thus to myfelf; my com-
paniens ftopped their courfers by my
fide, and faid, * Perifh not through des
« {pair, .but act with fortitude.”

“Ah! jfaid I, the vehicles,” which bore
away my fuir one, n the mesning when
the tribe of MALEC ci'epartqlf, and their
chrfxelgs were trﬁverﬁr}g the kanks of DEDA,
refepbled Jarge thips °

Sailfng«. from -apwyr; or veflels of zbe
“meroduié IBN YAMIN, which .the mariaer
now turns obliquely,” and’ now fteers it a
dire& courfc ; : ‘

-Ships, whichrcleave the foaming waves.
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with their prows,* ds a*boy at his play di-
vides with his hand the.coleed eaxch.

In tﬁat tribe wab a lovely' antelope with
black e'yes, dark Yuddy lips, and a_beau-
tiful neck gracafully Taifed to crop the
frelh berries of ERAC, » “neck’ adorned
with twg ftrings of pearls and topazes

. She ﬁrays fiom her young, and feeds”
wn‘h the herd of"roes in “the tangled
thicket, where {he brouzes the =dges of
the wﬂd fruit, and covers heréclf with ‘a
mantle oﬁleaves .

- She fmilegs and difplays. her bright
teeth rifing froin their dark-coloured bafis,
like a priveteplant in, full bloom, whlch
pierces a Bank ofspure faitd mmﬁened
Wwith dew :

* T Her teeth the ‘fun has irgparted his
brilliant watery bfit not to the part wwhere
thrx grow, Which §s fprmldgd with lead-
ere, wl'nh: the ivory remains ynfpotted.

Her faces appears {o be wrapged ina;
veil of, funbearhs ¢ unbl'emxfhgd Jds her
complexion, and her fkin . without- a.
wrinkle.

. Such cal;qs.a: tbis, whénever they op-
&eﬁs my foul, I-dnfpel by taking adventur- :
ous ja fes on a lcap;'yet brifk, camel,

VOL- VIII. c
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who runs with,a quick pace bot’a morning
and evqmng 5

Sure-footed, firm 4nd .thm as the planks
.of & bier; whofe gourfe Ithaften over
long-trofiden palhs, * varicgated Lke a
ﬁnpcd veﬁ '

She nvals the fwlfwﬁ camels even of
the nobleft breed, and her hind-feet ra-
pidly feilow her® fore-fect on the beaten
way. N
. In the vernal feafon, . the grizes on
yon two hil’s  among others of her race,
whofe teats are not’ yet ﬁll(,d with milk,
and depafttres the la.wns, whofe tineft
grafs the gentle fhowers have mace luxu-
ﬂantly green. d

She. turns back at the found of. her
vider’s voice; and cepels the, Lareﬂee dla
t‘m’k—h‘.n'c.d ruffer ftallion thh thc lath of
!‘u bu'}n? tail,

Whick appears as if the.*wo wings of
a large white cagle were namh\ed by an
awl to the boné, and hl.n'a_,l wavmg round
Loth, ner fides :

One while_it lafhes the P}dca of him,
who rxdcs. hmdmoﬂ: on her; anq'fher
while, it plays round hér‘teats, whr'h are
becone urmkl\_d and faccid Jike a lea~—
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therrlbag, their afilk @o longer diftending

them.

Het two haunohes are pfump, and com-
paG ad°the two.fmooth valwes of a lofty
caftle-gaye.

Supple is her back-bong her ribs are
Jike thg ﬁrpngei’c bows ; and het neck is
ﬁrrnly raifed on the well-conne@ed ver
‘tebres.

Thc two ca}nues under her fhoulders
are fBacious as two dens of beafts amohg
the*wild, lotus-pla‘nts, Ad Hiff bows ap-
peas to Be Rant Under her ﬁnewy loins, *

Her two tl’hghs are e\cecdmg,ly ﬁrong,
and, when ihc movgs, they diyerge like.
two buckets carriad ﬁom 2 well” in the
‘hands of a robuft drawer of water.  *

* Blepe joints are hell knit, and Ber bones
are folid,.likesa beidge of GREcz,w -archi-
tg:&ure, whofe builder had gowed that he
,wﬁuld'et‘doie it with wéﬂ-cememcd bricks.

The‘h.u: um‘er her chin is of 2 i'eddl-{h-
hue: hep back #s mufcular : fhc takes Iong.
Xep qmck dteps ,with her hmd-ﬂ.et, and
_moves*her fore-féet with agnhty Sae

She toflé&S them- from *ber chrft with the
firehgsh and ﬁ:vxfmefs of cables ﬁrm}y
pulle® by a nexvous a.m and her fhoul-*

c2'
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ders are bent like"the rafters §f a lofty

dome: ¢
.She turns rapidly ‘from the’path: ex-

.ceed'xhg];; fwift, is her pacey long is her

head ; and Ker thoulder-boneh are ftrongly .
unxted to her ﬁdes

The white and ‘hollow m;\rks of the.
cords, with which "her burdens have bcen
tied to her back, refemble pools of water
on the {fmooth brow of a folid rock,

- Marks, which fometimes ﬁm;e and
fometimes are difin&, like.the gores of
fine linen, which are fewed urder ‘the
arms of a well-cut rube.,

. Long is her neck; -and, when fhe
ralfes it " with celerity, it refembles the '
ftern of a ﬂnp Hoating aloft on the- bil-+
lowy TIGRIS.

~Her fkull is firnf as ‘an aavil; and the
bones, which the,futures unite, are in-
dented, “and fharp as a'file.

" Her cheek is {mooth arxd white as paper
of sYRzA; and her lips, as foft as dyed-
leather of YEMEN, exaitly and «fmoothly
cut. «

Her two' eyes, like two polifﬁc.d mir-
rors, have found a ludmg-p.ace in\ the

- caverns of thaif orb:ts, the bonds of whicl:
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are lie rocks, in-whofe cavities the water
is collected :

Thou beholdéft them fret from blemith
or {pos, “dnd refemblir;g i beauty thofe of
a*wild caw, the mother df pfayful young,
when the voice of the hunfer ha¢ filled her
.thh fe@\r
. Her ears trly dlﬁmgulfh every foundy
to~ which fle lifiths attenﬁve]y in her
nightly journies, .wl =ther it be a gentle
whiffler or a loud noife ;

gharp..ears,.by whlch‘\the excellence of
her® breed i known ! ears, Jike thofe “of
*a ibhtary v*ﬂd-bull in " the groves of
HAUMEL.

Her heirt, eafily fyfceptible of terror,
palpltates with a quick motien, yel re-
‘maths *firm iz her t'bt"/t as a round folid
figne ftrikingsa broad floor of marble.

-J I pleale, fheeraifes her head to the
«middle ‘of her trappmgs, and} fwims with
her'forE-ltgs as fwxft .as’a young oftiich..

If 1. pleafe, Thé moves morg ﬂowly ; if
rot,* fhe gallopsy « through- fedr of -the
: ﬁrong fafh formed of twiffed thnggs.

ﬁer uppes hp is dxvxaed and the fofter
part of her nofe’ig.bored: when fhe
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bends them towards the grount, her pace
is grea(ly ‘ceelerated.

.On a cameh fike' this I céntinue my

. courTe, -when the companiot®, of my ad-

venture cxclaints : “ Oh! that I could re-,
« deem thee, and redeem myf{clf from the
*¢ impending ‘danger™!”

While his foul fluttcrs through fcar, and,
imagining that o has -loft the way, he
fuppofes himfelf on the brink of perdition.
« When the people fay aloud,” ¢ Who is
“ the man .9 dediver us from calamity &
I believe that thcy call upon me, ond [
difgrace not their ~conuniffion by fupine-,
nefs or folly. .

"1 fhalte the lafh- over m§ camel, and fhe

‘quickens ker pace, while the fultry vapous

rolls in waves ovcr the burniny chiffs.

She floats proudly along ‘with her flow-
ing tail, as the dncing-Birl floats in the
banquet of her lord, and fpreads the long

-=hite fkirts &f her trailing ved, .

» 1 inhabit not the lofty hills through féar
of eficmies or of guefts; but,*when the
tribe -or the traveller demand.ny ‘affiftagce,
I give-it eagerly.

If yﬁou'feek' me i the circ!e_c;f tht af-
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femtifed nation, .tl:ere. you find me; and,
if you hunt me in the' botvers of the
vintner, ‘thgte *too you . & fcover your
game.. oo

Whep you Yifi t me in the morning, I
offer you a ﬂowmg gq_bl-et and, if you
make e\cufeq 1. bid ‘you drink it with
pleafure and repeat your draught.

« When alt the dan are met td ftate their
pretenfions ‘to -noblhty you will perceive
mie eraifed to the fdmmit of an llyftrious
houfe, the rcfuge of thL diftrefled.

My torppamo’im in the feaft are youths
bright as ﬂars, aand finghg girls, who ad-
vince towards us, clad in ftriped robes'and
fafﬁon-coloured mantks

Large is the operfing of their veftsrabove
their delicate bdfoms, through which the
inﬂamed yeuth, touches thelr ‘uncovered
hrcaﬁs of exquifite foftnefl.

VV'h'»n we fay to oné of thea, * Let s
< heae g ﬁm'r, lhe fteps bef. re us with
eafy grace, “and be ains, with_géntlg notés,

ng voice not forced

¥ When' the warbles tha -lughel ftraise,:
you would °behue her .notes to be fhoﬁ,
of caipel§’ lam&ntmg thelr loft young.

’Ehus I drink olc'.aw;ne thhout ceaﬁng,
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and enjoy the delights of life; f¢lling and
dlﬂipatmg {0y property both newly ac-
quired aYtd mhented e

“Uatil the who]e clan rejedt me, and
eave me folitary like a dlfeafed camel
{fmeared w1§h pitch: ~

- Yet even now I perceive, that the fons
of earth (the moft indigent men) acknow-
ledge my.bounty, ‘apd the rich inhabitants
of yon extended camp.corfefs my glory.

O thou, who cenfureft me forengaging
in comBats ad purfumg pleafures, wilt
thou, f I avaid them, mfure my immor-«
tality ? K

If thou art unable ta répel the ftroke of
death, allow me, before it .comes, to en-
Joy the good, which I poffefs.’

Were it not for three ‘emjoymeats,
which youth affords, I fwear by thy pro-
fperity, tifat I fhould nat be fohcxtous

how foop my~.fr1ends wifited .me oh my
dcath-bed

Fnﬂ: to _rif¢ beforé* the cenfurers
awake,“and to drink tawny wing, which’

fparkles 4nd .froths when the clear fiream
~is podred into ;t

" Next, when a warrdour,” encjrded™\by
foes, implpres nfy aid, to bendy’towards
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him iy prancing chatger, fierce as a wolf
among the G ADHA-trees, whgm thg found
of human ftéps’ pas awak,ened and who
runs to quench his thirft at the bmok

: I‘hu'qu, to 'fhorten w cfoudy day,
day a{’comﬂungly dark, by toying with a
lovely dehcatg gisl under a tent fupported
by plllars,

<A girl, whofebracelets afd garters
feem hung 6n the ftems of osHAR-trees,
or™of ricinus, not fripped of theyr foft
leaves.

Suffef me whillt T’ live, to drench my
chead with wines left, hivmg drunk too
litfle in my life-time, I fbould be thirfly in,
anotber flase;

A man of my gerferous fpirit drinks his
fulb draught to-ddy ¢ and to-morrow, when
we are dead,, it gvill be known, ‘which of
us has not quenched his thxr&

41 fée no difference bétween' the tomb of
the.anx»iqys mifer, gafpmg over his 4roard,
and the somb of ‘the likerting 15t in the
mazg of voluptuoufnefs.

You *pehold the fepulchres of them both--'

:d in two' heaps of earth, on which "are
releVat,ed two Broad piles ,of folid marple
amphg the tombs cloﬁlx con.ne&cd
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Decath, I obferve, feleGts tNe nobleft
herces f{)r Ler vi€@ims, snd referves as her
property the cheice} ‘poﬁ‘ci’mus‘ of the for-

,did hoardcr.

I condider time as 2 treafyre decreafing
every m"ht,..:md that, which every day
d'imnnihcs, fobn perilhgs for- cyer.

By thy lifc, my ‘friend, when death in-
flits “not her va!m:l *he refombles 2
cambl driver, who rclaxes the cord which
r¢maing twifted in his h.mgl

What cat&es the vyariange, which I
perceive, between  fie ._and' my ceufm’
MALEC, wlo, whemever T approa;:h him,
retircg and flees to a dlﬂame ?

He cerrfux\.s meg w Billt 1T know not the
6r01.ndo of his cenfure ; _]uﬁ as KAR™U,
thes fon of AABED, reproved spemin® thic
affembiv of the tribea

He bl('a me wllly delpaig ‘of all the

- good which I'leek, .as if we Ifad buried it

rra g?‘omm,r gtave;

‘\nd othise for no* defamagory wordy*
.th(_'l‘ [ fuwve utrgr;d bn. only bocuuke
L iqugﬁrt without rcmlﬂm.is,. fore dhe ca-
mels ofeimny brother MATLD.

I havg dmwr; eldferdhe tl(‘» of our Mela-
.tion,e and*l me by thy proApc}xn, thaty,
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in afl times of-¢xtreme diftrefs, my fuc-
cour is at hind.

Whenever 1 am fitmmotied on moment-
oys enférprifes, «[ am..prepat'cd'tfx encoun-
‘ter pewl; and, wheneder the foe affails
thee xmpetuouﬂy, i defend thee with

. equal vehqmpnce’
75 .

If any bafe defamers injure thy goed
mame by their ga'lu'nmes, I force them,
without prev1g‘us menace, to dram a cup
from the pool of death ;

th,. w1thoug havitly committed any
oﬁ'ence L,em "treated like, the worft* of-
fender, ani tenfured, mfulted upbraided,
rejected. .

Were "any other mafl duf MALEC

,my coufin, he would have difpelléd my

exress “or have'l€ft me at liberty for a
feafon. .

But my %kinfman ftrangjes me with cru-
elty,” ven at’ the vefy. timg when I am
giving t&mnks for paft;and requeﬁmg new,
favourss; &ven when I am, feekmg from
him the redc mptlon of my: { foufl.

'The unkmdncf§ of relatioris: gives kfen“éi
«guith Yo every noble breaft than the
ﬂ'rokc of an IN DmN cimeter.

.Ferrmt me tbep"ro- follow the bents of



36

81

82

84
85

86

THE POEM OF TARAFA.

my nature, and I will be grateful for thy
indulgence,+ although my abode fhould be

" fixed at fw:li‘acdiﬁance as the mountains
,of DARGHED.

Had it pleafed the Author nf my being,
I might have been illuftrious as k ars, the
fon ‘of xHALED; had it pleafed my Cre-
ator, I might have been eminent as' AMRu,
the fon cf MORTHED: - L

Then fhould I have-abounded in wealth;
and the nobleft chiefs would have vifited
me as a chiefain equally noble.

I am light, as you knaw ‘me all,.and
am nimble ; following ‘my own .inckna-
tions, and brifkly moving as the head of
a ferpent-with flaming eyes.

I have fworn, that my fide fhould
never ceafe to line a bright 1NFs1A M biade
with two well-polithed ard well-fharpened
edges.

A penetratmg cimeter ! W‘hen I -ad-

. vance with it in my defrnce againft a

fisrce attack,.the firft ‘ftroke. makes a fe=-
sond unneceflary : jt, is not a mere ,prun-
, ingfickle,

But the gehuine brothier of conf.derce,
not bent by the.moft impetuaus’ blow;
.and, .wl'xen they fay to.me, * Gently,” I
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reftratn its rage,* and exclaim, “It is
‘ enough.”

87 WhHen the whele «<lan are bracing on
thejr arttour with eager hafte, thou mayft
find me yictoridus in* the conflict, as foon
as my hand can touch, the hilt of this
.cimeter.

88 - Many a herd of flumbering camels have
I approached with«my drawtt fabre, when
the foremoft’ of them awakening have fled
throagh fear of me:

89 But qpe of them has*paffed before me,
,ﬂ:rong-hmb;d, fufl-breaﬁed and well-fed,
ethe, highly-Valued property of a morofe
old churl, dry and thm as a fuller s club.

90 He faid to me, when tlre camel hoof

and thxgh were difmembered, & Seeft'thou
- “pmot how great 4an*injury thou haft done

¢“ me?

91 . THeg he'turned, to his z;.ttendants, fay-
i 'g, “~What dpinion d6 you form of that
“ yoursg; Jyine-drinker,* who affails ws im-
c petuou.ﬂy, whéfe viglence i3 precon-
< cqrted {40

92 S Léave *him,” he adddd, and let .tlu.
s "amel be'lns perqmﬁte but, unlefs youl
":dnvg off the hindmoft of the herd, he
¢ wil reiterate, hlS mﬁ}:hxef.’.’
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93 Then our damfels, were bufy\n drefling
the camiel’s\foal, and eagy: rly ferved up the
hufcious bunch. .

94 .- O daughter of MABED, firyg my; praifes,
if I am llain, ac‘.ordmg to my defert, and
rend ¢hy veft, with fincere affliction !

95 ' Compare me not'with any man, whofe .
courage equals not my courage; whofe
explofts ure not lil;e mine ; who has not
been engaged in combats, in which I

. have been diftinguithed ;
96 With a mar flow in noblg enferprifes,
. but quxck in bafe purfuxts.., dlfhonoured in"
the affembly of the ¢ribe,’ and a vile out-
) caft. ‘

97 “Had I-~bcen ignoble a'mon:g my coun-
{rymen, the ennlity of the bcfriendegl and
thedriendlefs mlght have been injusious to
me;

98 But thq'ir maleyolence* is ,répe]‘led by
my ﬁr.m(dcﬁah‘ce of thém, by My boldaefs
i attack, by 'my folid inte.cfj'it-y, and my
exaltéd birth.,

99 . B}' thy life, the l\ardeﬂ cnterpnfcs ncn-
ther , fill thy. day ‘with' folicitude, nor
lengthen the duration of my mghn

10p, -But many a dzty hive T ﬁ‘ﬁﬁd my “ta-
.tion immev ca.bL) in_the clofe comﬁlét, ands,
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defended a Rafs, Jegagdlefs of hoftile me-

naces,

Oh my matitq field, ofecombat, where
even theboldeft hero might be afpprehen-
ine of dcﬂruéhon ! where the muicles of
our Lharwels quake, a¥ {oen asthey min-
glc in battle ;

» And many. art arrow for drawing los
lmve I feer well-}\ardened and’ made yel-
low by ﬁre, and then have delivered it

inwethe hand of ‘a gamefter noted for ill-
forgune.

Toa-muc/z wiflom it ﬁlly, for time will
produce cvenxe of which thou canft have
ne idea; and he, to whom thou gaveft no_
commifliop} will bﬁn.g thee uneepected
news, ©
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THE ARGUMENT:.

THE war of paus, of whigh Ar'nriolkqt'; is By .some .
‘supposed to have been the cause, had raged near
forty years, if the Arablen account be true, be-
tween the tribes of Ass and, pHOBYAN, who both
begun “at length to be tired of so bkody and
ruinous a contest: a treaty was thercfore pro-
posed and concluded ; but HosEhr, the son of,
DEMDEM, whise. brother umau had been slam
by warp, the son of naBEs, had taken 4, solemu

oath, not unusuai among the Arabs, that he
would not bathe his_head in water, until he had
avenged the death &f his brother, by kjlling*
either wARD himself, br®one of his. neagest re-
lations.” Fis head was’nqt long unbathed ; and
he is even suphosed to have viplated the'law of
hospitality by’ slayging a gugst, whdm he found
to be an £BSITE descended lmeally from *the
,éommoq, ancestor G4LEB. l’.lu"malrgﬁant and
vindictive, epirit=gave greht (hs[ﬂegsure to naY
_RE®H aua HAREM, twp vittuous chiefs,aof the
same tgxbe with® Hoseiv ;*and, \;he the ABSITES
Were appraaching in Warlike amsay to 1 ent the
jnfraction of t.he treaty, },un'n; s.gnt& own



43

son to the tent bf tifelr clfief with a present of a
kundred fine ,caXels, as an afomment for the
murder df thewr countryman,*and a message
1mportmg Ids firm relianct on thejr hohour, and
his hope, that they would | prafer fhe milk of the
camels to the blood of his sow. Upon this Rabeiak,
the prince of aBs, having l;a.fano-ued his troops,
amd received thefr approbatlon, sent back the
youth with this answer; that ‘“he accepted tire
¢ camels as an expmtm'y gift, and would supply
‘“ the imperfectiore of the former treaty by a
‘¢ sincese and durable peace.”

In commemoration of this noblg act, zouaIr, then
a very, old fhan, tonfposed the following pane-
g,y‘nck on H(n.etk and Harem » but the open-
ing of it, like all The others, is amatory and
elemack it has also soyething of the drama-
tick form.

-The Roet, supposed to be tfavelling with a-friend,
recoghisey the place*where the tent ofohis mis-
tress had been gltched-twenty year’ before: he
finds*it \uld and desoldte butehis imagination
is sb gvar gled by assoc?ated Jdleas of former hap-
pmess, that he seems to discern a ¢ompany of
damsels, W ftk.lns favourite in the mldst of‘the-m,
of whose dypearance and jouraey hg glvem very
hvely Ricture; and thence passes, s fratlieg ab-
ruptly,, torthe pr.uses of the ¢wo peace-ma]\erq'
aud their tiibg; jnveighs against the h)ahgm'ty
of nosew; persopifies /7ar, the miseries of
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which he describes in a strain \1ighly figurative;
and concludes with a numbe: of fine maxims,
not unlike the proverbs ‘of folomor, which he
repeats‘ to his friend as a specimea of his wis-
dom acquiréd by long experience,

The measuye is the same with that of the first and
secopd poems.e ‘
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ARE thefe the odly traces of thg lovely
OMMAUFIA? Are thefg the filent ruins of
her maﬁﬁon in ‘the fough plains of nEr-
RAAGE aifd MQTHATAPLEM ?

Are the remains of her abode, in the twg_
fations of RAKM A, become.like Hle ftaing
renew?d with frefh. Woad on_the veins of
‘the wrift?

There the wild cows with Targe eyes,
and the malk-whlte deer, %valk in flow fuc-
" #ffion, while. their young rife haflily to
follow, them from evexy lair.’

On tbls Plain § ﬁoppgd after*an abferice
of twenty fummcrs, and wfdl difficulcy
'oould cecolle@ the manﬁon of .my fair one
after long, meditation ;,

o dfter ﬁtrvey ; the black ftones on which
het, cauldrons ufed-go be faifed, and the
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_ canal round her ‘tent, "likef the margin of a
ﬁfh-ponds which: time had not deftroyed.

6 ‘Seon as 1 recqlle&ed the dwelling-place
of my bdoved, S faid' to the remfains of her
bower « Hail," fweet bowet; may thy
“ mornmg \be fair and aufpicious !

7 But, I added, look my friend! doft thou
not difcern a company of maidens feated
on camels, and advancing over th¢ high
ground above the ftreancs of jorTHAM ?

-8 " They leave ‘on their right the mountains

and rocky plamc of xeNAAN] Oh! how,

" many of my,bitter foes, ard how many of
my firm alhes, does KENAAN contdjn !’

9 *They ate mounted in darriages covered
witht coﬁly awnings, and with rofe-colouned
veils, the linings of which have the hiie of
crimfon Andem-wood.

10 They now appear by the valley of su-
BAAN, and new they pafs thrangh k: the
trappmgs of all their camels «are new and

' large‘

1 W hent they afcend from the bdfom of the

vale, they fiv forward- on the faddle-cloths,
-ewith' %very mark of a volyptuous galety,

12 The locks of ﬁamer}dvool' that fAl from
their carruges, j-benever they al;ght, re-
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femble the Ycarlet'berries of night-fhade riot
Jyet crufhed.\
13 T'hey rofe at day-breale; they proceed-
ed at. ¢frly dawn ; they are -;dva:ncin‘g' to-
*wards the valley of ®as directly antl furely,
as the hand to the mouth.
14 - Noqr, when th'ey have reached‘ the brink
“of yon blue gufhing rivulet, they fix the
poles of their tepts, like thte Jrab with a
fettled manfioge.
15 Among. them the nice gazer <;n.beauty
mdy figd delight, and #he curious obfervant
. eye may bggratxﬁed with charming objeés.

«6° In this place,‘how nobly did the two de-
fcendants o{ GAIDH,.tlre fon of MORRA, la-.
bour tQ unite the «tribes, which a “fatal ef-

~fufion of blood had 'long divided |

17 "I bave fworn i)x the facred edifite, round
which the fons bf xoralsg and jorHAM,
vSho built it; make devout proceffions ;

18°  Yes, J have folemnly fworn, that I would
give diempraife to that “illuftrious paif, who
have thdwn theit excellences jn allaffairs,

-both fimple and comphcated.,

19 -Nabfe cblqﬁf’ You 'reconci'led.-ABs-and
PHORYAN Uafter their bloody confliGts ; after
the  deadly perﬂtnes of MiwsHAM had long
fcattered poifon amgi then,,
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You faid, “ We will fecure the publick
 good ¢n a firm bafis : vihatever profufion
« of wealth or exertibns of viriue it may
“ demand, we -wzll fecure it.”s.

Thence you 'raifed ‘a ftrong fabnck of
peace ; from: which all partml obftinacy and
al! criminal fupinenefs were alike remoyed.

Chiefs, exalted in the high rinRs of
MAAD, father of Arabs! may you he led
into the paths of felicity' The man, who

. opehs for his country a treafure s glory,

thould hxmfelf',be glonﬁed

They drove to the" tents qf their appeafed
foes a herd of young camels, marked for
the goodnefs of their breed, and eituer in-
heticed from their fathers er the fcattered
prizes of war.

With a hundred ¢amels they clefed all
wounds: in due feafon were they given,
yet the givers were themfelves free from
guilt.

.. The atonement was aufpicicafly offered
by one tribe to the other; yet thofe, who.
offered it had not thed a cupful of blood.

Oh! _convey. this teflage fidm me to

-sthe {0ns of DHOBY AN, and {ay to the can-

Sedwrses . Wave yon ?a‘)oﬁnb yom'fe)yes
in this trégty by ga.indiffoluble tie!
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27  Attempt Yot td conceal from cop the
defigns which your bofpms, tontain ; for
that, which Yyou #trive to hide, Gop per-
feqly kifows.

28 * He fometimgs defers’ the punithment,
but ;'egiﬁers the crime -in:a volume, and
.referveg, it for the day' of accoufit; ‘fome-
{imes he accelerates the chaftifement, and
heavily it fafls !

29 War is a digg fiend, as you have known
by perience; nor is this a new or a doubt-
ful"affergjon cpncgrning:her.

30 - When yor expelled her from your plains,
you expelled hercovered with infamy; bat,
when you kindled her flame, fhe blazed
and raged: ) )

I

She ground you, as the mil grinds the
corn with its lower ftone: like = female
camel {he became ;;r’egnant; fhe bore twice
Jn one yeats and, at her ‘!aﬂ: lahour, fhe

. Was the mother of twins: o
32 She T-ought forth Difirefs and “Ruin,
monfters full-grown, each of them deform-

.ed as the dun camel of aaD.: .{fxé then gave

them® fer Breaft; and they were,inflantly

weaned. ) '
33 '(.):whit plesty” the produced in your
lang! The prcrvifjo.rd, which the fuppliedy
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were more abuﬁdant, nofdoubt, ‘than thofe
which the cities of irax difpenfe ta their
inhabitantd; weighed ' with latge weights,
.and’ magfured in ample meaftifes ! .

"Hail, illuftrigus tribe ! They, fix’ their
tents wherg i‘axthful allies defend their in-
terefts, whenever fome eloudy.aight affails
them w1th fudden adve‘rﬁty.

Hail, noble race% among whom fieither
can the revengeful man wreak his venge-
amce ; nor is the penitent offender Teft to the
mercy of his 'fbea.

Like carnels, were they- turned foofe to .
pafture between the tifhics of watering ;"and
then were they.led to copwus pools, horrid
thh arm3”and blood :

Theg dragged one another to thei Te-
veral deaths ; and then were thty Brought
back, Tike 2 herd, ‘to grdze on pernicious
and -noxmqs weeds. o

I fwote by.;ny life, ‘that I would exalt
with praifes that gxcellent .Enb.: whbm Ho-
SEIN, the fore of DEMDEM, injyred, when-
he refufegl 40 concug m the  treaty.e

He, bént his* whole mind to t,hc accom-,
plithmenbt of hi§ hidden puppofe : he reveul-

ced it not ; he togk fio Q}ecipitato-ﬁ.e‘p.

+ Hefaid; « P wHl accomplith mihdefign;
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 and will {&ure’ myfelf from my foe with
“a thoufand horfes well—capanfoned »

He made 2 ﬁer?:e attack,”nor feared the
number of tents, ~where Deatb(the mother
of vultutes, had. fixed her manfion ;

There the warriour fload armed at all
'gmnts,’ﬁerce s a hon with ﬁrong mufcles,
with a flowing mane, with claws never
blunted ;

A bold ionp "who, when he is affailed,
fpeedlly chaftifes the affailant » andwhén
no one sftacks him opgnly, often becomes
the aggreffor‘

Yetl fwear By thy life, my friend, that
their lanccs-poured not forth the blood of
IBN NEHEIC, nor ef M‘OTHALLEM cruelly

"lain :

Their javelins had no fhare in Arinking
the blood of NA®FEL, nor that of wAHEB,
nQr tfxat of 1nn MOJADDEM,

The deaths of all thofe chiefs I myfelf
have fee.o eppiated with camels Jfree'from
blemif(h, 4fcending the fummite, of rocks.

*He, ,indeed, whe rejeds ‘the" blunt end
of theJance, which s praﬁnted asp tokes of
peace,, mult .yleld to the fharpnefs of ‘the
pomt,n with wb.xcﬁ gverys tall javelip, is
armed.
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He, who keeps hisi promife, efcapes
blame ; and, he, who direéts his heart to
the calm® refting- place ‘of integrity, will
never-{ammer, nor quake ini the aﬂ'emblzes
of bis nation,

He, who t‘l”e'mbles at all poffiblc caufes of
death, falls in their way ;.even though he-
defire to mount the ‘fkies on a féalin'g:
ladder.

He, who pofiefles. wealth or talents,
and withholds them from his countrymen,
alienates their love, and expefes himfelf to
their obloquy.

He, who continuelly debafes his 1aind
by fuffering others to ride over it, and
never raifes it from fo abje& a ftate, will at
laft repent of his meannefs.

He, who {ojourns in foreiga countres,
miftakes his enemy for hjs fnend and him,
who exalts not his own foul, ‘he nation
will not exalt:

. He, who drives not mvgr’ers from his
c;ﬁern with , firong. arms, will fee it de-
molifked ;, and he, who abftains ever fo-

much from injuring others, wili often him-

{elf be injured.

He, who concxhates not the hcarte of
men in 2 variefy - of txanfaéhons will be
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bitten by thejr ﬂnrb teeth, and trampled on
by their paﬁerns

He, who ‘hields his, reljutanon by ge-
nerous deeds, wjll augment p)‘t’; "and he,
who gugrds not’himfelf from cenfute, will
be cenfured. o

I am_weary of ‘the hard burdens which
lifé impofes ; and every man whe, like me,
has lived fodrfcore.years, will affuredly be
no lefs weary.

1 have {cen Death herfelf ftumble. like a
dint-fighted camel; but Le,whom fhe ftrikes,
falls ; and hg, whom fhe mifles, grows old,
~even to deciepitude. .

‘Whenever a man has a peculiar caft in
his nature, °although he fuppmés it conceal-
~-gd, it will foon be krtown.

Experience has taught me the cvents of
this day and-yefterday ; but, as to the events
of to-morrow, I confefs my.blmdnefs

» ¥ Half of man is his tongue, and the

other h.'* i is his heart: the reft is ouly an
image compofed of blood .and ﬂeﬁl
*.He, who confers beneﬁr,s on perfons
u’puﬂ:y of them, changes his Pralfe to’
. blame, anq his j _]oy to repentance.
*‘How many Jmén ifk)ﬁ thou fee, whefe
abundant merit is aditired, when they are’
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filent, but whofe f’aniljngs fare difgovered, as
foon as they open their hps !

* An old man never grows wife after his

folly ; h,.l‘:pt, ,wheh‘a youth has-aged foolifh-

ly, he may attain wifdom

* We alked, and you gave: we repeated
our requeﬁs, dnd your gift al{g was repeat-
ed ; but whoever frequently fulicits, will aT
length meet with ‘a, refufal.
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THE ARGUMENT.

ALTHOU-QH the opening of thi$ ‘prem be that
of a'love-elegy; and the’greater, part of. it be
purely pastoral, yet it seems to have‘been com-
posed ¢n an decasion move cxalted than the de-
parture of a mistress, or the cotﬂplamts ot,n.
Jover ; for the poet,, who was also a genuine pa-
triot, had Been entertiined at the court of No-
maaN, king of HIRA in ‘Ylesopotamia, and had
.beep therg engaged 'in a warm contro¥ersy with
RABEIAH, son of, Zeiad, clan of the Abyites, con-
cerning the comparative exceh nce,of their
tribes : LEBEiD chimself relate-,, what mlrrht be’
very naturally expected from a man of] his el
quepce and warmth that he naintained the glory
of his count) ‘ymen and his own dignity against all
opponents but, in order to perpetuate hi, Vic:
tory, and to render his ‘triumph more brilkant,
he produced the followvipg peem, at the annual
assembly, and, having obtained the fuffratres of
the criticks, Waspermitted, weare "teld, o hang
it up on the gate of the Temple..

The “fifteen first couplets are <Cxtremely pice
turesque, and highly cliardcteristi ck of Arabian
manners*: they are followed by an expostulﬁtory
address of the ‘poet himself, or of bome,.nend
\\ho atiended him in‘his rambJes, ° on the folly
of his fruitless passion for Nuwara, who had
slighted him, and 's\rlipsclfent was x"églroved’ to a-



57

considerable distance, ‘Occuasion is hence taken
to interwcave a long description of the camel,
on which he ihte,nde& to travel .fa{' from the ob-
ject of his love, and which he compares for
swiftness to a cloug “driten by the€"Wind, or a
wild-ass runhing to a pool, after having subsist-
ed many months on herbagt.e ohly; of rather to
a wild-cow,_ hastening’ in search of her calf,
wnom the wblves had left mangled in the forest: -
the lastcomparison congists of sevenfeen couplets,
and may be compared with the long-tailed simi-
lies of the Greek @nd Ruman poets. He then
returns to Nadara, and requites Rer c6yne§s
with expressions of equal ifdifference ; he de-
s¢ribesethe g’aiety of his life, ang the pleasures
Which he can éenjoyeven in her absence; he
celebrates his own intrepidjty in danger,, and
firmness on his *military "station ;* Whente he
takes occaston to introduce®a short, but lively,
. . . . o® .

description of his horse ; and, in the seventieth
couplet, alludes to the before-mentiongd con-
test, which gave tjs€’ to the poem: thence he
passes to the praises of &is own Jigspitality ; and
concledes with a pdnegyrick on tlle Jvirtues of
his tribg. '

The measure is of”the SftH class, callell perfect
verse, which regularly consists of th‘egompound
foo?l Benedicerend, six, times rgpeated, in this
form:

“Tria gratd sunt |.':in.im:)a‘neo; yt | melius nihil,
‘ Oculi Bigri, | cyathus nifeng, | rosels calyx.
VOL. VIIXe_
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But when the coupltt adwits the third epitrite,
pastoribus,«andl the double iambus, amantium,
- it may be' considered las belonging to the
seventh, or #r ermujous, class; between which
artd the pu.'fcct the oniy distinction secms td
be, that the trcmulous never admits the ana-
pestick foot. 'They are both, in the lang guage
of Eu¥opean prosody, iambicks, in yhich th~
even places are invariably pure; and the ‘oda
places always exclude the ‘dactyl: when the
uneven feet are trochees or pyrrhicks, the verses
becoine choriambick or peonick ; bl}_t of this
change we have no instance in the poem
before us.



THE
POEM
OF

LEBEID.

DESOLATE are’ the manfions of the
fairs the, flations_in MqNIA, where they
refled, #hd ;hofe *where they fixed their
.abodes' Wild.ase the hillf of GouL, and
deferted is the fummxt of RIJAAM.

The canals of RAYAAN are deftroyed :
the remains of them are laid bare and
fraoothed by the floodls, like charadters en-
graved on the folid'rocks.

. Dear_ ruins! Many a.:gear has been
clffed;many a mhonth, holy and tinhallowed,
has .clapTeﬂ;-ﬁnce I excltanged tender vows.
with thexr fait inhdbitants,

« Tbe rainy conftellations of, Tpring have
made tﬁexr hills green and luxuriant: thes
drops ffom thé thunder-clouds have drench-
ged<hem with profufe‘, as well ag with gentle;

« {how;rs 3o
c2
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Showers, from evtry nightly 2loud, from
every coud veiling tt e horizon at day-break,
and from every ev\.nmg-cloud refponfive

. with hoarfe mqr;nurs

Here thé wild eringo-plaats raxfe their
tops: hert" the antelopes bring forth their
young by the fides'of the valley ;. and here
the oftriches drop their cggs- '

The large-eyed wild-cows lie fuckling
their young, a few days old ; their young,
who will {foon become a herd on the plain.

The torrents have cleared the rubbith,
and difclofed the traces of habitations, as.the -
reeds of a writer refture effaced letters in a
Jbook ;

Or as the black duft, fpnnkled over the
varieG marks on a fair hand, brings t<-view
with a brighter tint the blue ftains of woad.

I ftood afking news of the ruins con-
cerning their lovily habitans; but what
avail my queftions to dreary rocks, who
anfwer them only by théir =cho?

In the plains, which now are naked, a
populbus tribe once dwelled b‘lt'- ~they
them remains but the canals,w which en—
circled" thei-" tents, and the THUM .AM-
plants, with which they were repaired.
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How were thy tender affe@tions raifed,
-when the damkls of the wibe departed ;
when they *hid themfelve§ in carriages of
cotton;, like antolopes. in thelzifir, and the
tents, as they were ﬂruc'k gave a piercing
found !

They were concealed 1n vehicles, whofe
fides were Well-covered with awnmgs and
carpets, with ﬁne\fpun curtains and picured

- veils ¢

A company of maidens were feated”in
thém with black gyes and graceful motions,
likee the® wx,ld heifers of TURAH, or the roes
of WEGERA teﬂderly gazmg on their young.

“They haftened thejr camels, &ill the fultry
vapour gradually f¥ole them from thy fight;
«and they feemed to pafs threugh a vale,
wild with tamarifk§ and rough thh large
ftones hke't’n.e valley of BEISHA.

. Ah'.wha! remasins in thy remembrance
of the beautifil NAWARA, {nce now fhe
dwells at.a'dxﬁance, aﬁd all the bouds. of
union betwten hér and dthee, both ﬁrong
and weak are torn afunder?

N A damfef whd fometirhes hras her abode
in FAID, a-nd fometunes isa nexghbour to
the p,eople of uma.&z! how can fhe_be
an objet of thy deﬁl;e 2e
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She alights at the eaftern fide of the two
mountaitis, 4ja and Salnp, *and then: ftops
on the hills of* MOHAJJER; ROKHAAM alfo
-and FExba’ recgive hgr with j Joy

When fhe travels towards ‘YBEMEN, we °
may, fuppofe that the refts at sAwAYIK;
and baits at the ftations of WaHAAF and’
TELKHAAM. '

Break then fo vain a connexion with a
miftrefs whofe regard has ceafed ; _for hap-
1€fs is 4n union with a maid, who has brok-
en her vow !

When “a damfel is kind‘and complacent,’
love her with ardent aﬁ'eéhon but, whea
Rer fo%th ftaggers and Her conftancy is
thaken, let yovr difunion frore her be un-
alterably fixed.

Ezecute thy pw?q[e, o Lebwd on a camel,
wearied by long j Jourmes, ‘which have left
but little ef -her fofmer firength,; a camel,
whofe' fides are cmacxated apd on “whofe
back the bunch is dmumq-ﬁad' :

Yet eveh in this condition, when her fleth
is extenmated, and her hair,thin, when 4fter °
many 3 toilfome  day, the thgng «6f her. .
fhoes is broken,

Evea now\(be l';as 2 fpmt' fo ‘brifk, that .
the fliecr with the rein, like a dun cloud
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drivén by the fouth wind, after it has dif-
charged is Ihovfer, '

25 Or like a fenfale wild-afs, whofe teats
are diftended yith -milk; whii€ the male,
by whom fhe is with, foal is grown lean
with driving his rivals fto;n her, with bit-

- ing and kicking them in his rage.

26  He runs with her up the crooked hills,
although he has been wounded in his bat-
tles; but-her. prefent coynefs, compared
with her late fondnefs, fills him with fur-
prile.

.2s  “He afcenlls the fandy hillock of THAL-
BuT, and explores its deferted top, fearing
left an enemy fhould Jurk behjmd.the guide-
ftones,,

*28  There they remain till the *lofe of the
fixth tmonth, till tl.'ne frofty fea{dh is patt;
they {ubfilt .o herbage Wwithout water ;
-their time of faftmg and, Qf retirement is
long

29 The thor;ls of the. BUHMA-pignt wound
their hind-legs, and the- fult;y winds  of
fummer drive thern vxolently in their courfe.

30 Ax1ength they form in ‘their minds a%ix®
ed refolutlbn- of jéekmg ome cool rivulet,

- afid the dbjet. of ‘thejr “fettled, purpofe is
nearly attained.
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They alt.emately raife high cléuds of duft
with an‘extended thide, as ¢he fmoke rifes
from a pile of dry wood newly kindled and

. ﬂamms.,

When freﬂx AnFADGE-plants are min-
gled in th¢ heap, and the north-wind plays
with the blazing ﬁge

He paffes on, but makes her run before
him ; for fuch is his ufual courfe, when he
fears that fhe will linger behind.

'They rufh over the margin of the rivulet,
they divide the waters of tue full ftrcam,
whofe bar~Ks are covered;with the plants cf -
KOLAAM,

» Buxks, which-a grove of reeds, part ere@®
and.part laid proftrate, overfhades or clothes
as with a mantle. ‘ )

Is his the fwiftnefs of my camel ? No;
rather the refembles a vald-cow, whofe calf
has been devoured by ravenoud heafts, when
fhe had fuffered him to graze apart, and

* relied for hls prote&xom on the ‘feader of

37

the hepd ;
" A mother with flat noftrils; wBo,%asToon

*_as fke miffes her young one, geafe€ not ta..

run haflily, round. the -vales hetwéen the
fand-hills, ahd £o &1 them with her mourn-

+ ful criss ;
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Wjth cries for ‘her*white-haired young,
who now lies rolled in duft,jafter the dun
‘wolves, hursters of the defgrt, have divided
his mangled limbs, and their feaft has not
been interrupted.

They met him in’ the. moment of her
neglegt; they feized Rim°with eagernefs ;
for* oh,* how unerring are the arrows of
death!

She paffes the night in agony; while
the rain falls in a continued Jhotwer, and
drenches the tangled gfqves with a profufe
ftzeam.*

She fhelfers-herfelf wifder the root of a
ue, whofe boughs are thlck apart from
other trees,' by the edge of*a hilly whofa
fine fands are thaken by her motion :

» Yet the fucceffive drops fall oy her ftrip-
ed back, while the clouds of mght veil the*

. hght of the, &ars.

Her white Hair glunmers, wnhen the dark-
nafs 18 _;uﬁ coming omn, and fparkles like,
the pearls of a nderchan, when"he fcatters
then from their ftring,

~ At 'length when the clouds- -arg difperfed,
and the davfn appears, « the rifes early, and

Her hoofs ghde om the: ﬂippety ground
She grows uppaneﬁt, atgd -wild, with
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grief: fhe lies frantick in the pool of
soAvIr, for feven yhole days with their
twin-fiftecs, feven nights'; '

Azq now fhe is in total ‘defpair; her
teats, which were full of milk, are grown
flaccid anddry, though they are not worn
by fuckling and weaning her poung.

She now hears the cry of the hunters ; R
the hears it, but fces them not; fhe trem-
bles with fear; for fhe knows that the
hunters bring heér deftruction.

She fits q;;iverincg, and imagines, that
the caufe of her dread will appea: on que
fide and the other, before and behind Ler.

When the archers defpair of reaching
ber  with their fPafts, they let flip their
long-e'\redhounds, anfwering to theirn=ues,
with bodxes dry and thin.

They rufh on;; but the brandifhes againft
them her_ extendet‘ horr‘s, b(\th long and
fharp as _]avelms made by the fkilful hand
of SAMHAR,

Stmvmg o reijel‘ them ; for fhe knows
that, if' her effort be vain, the deffined mo-

. ment of her death muft foon approach :

Then fhe drives the dog casaAB to his
fate : fhe ist ﬁamed with his blood ;- -and

, soquAM isieft proftrate on the field.
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On‘a camel like this, when the flathes of
the noon—ude vajjour dance ofer the plain,
and the fultry ntift cloth& the parched
hxlls,

"I accomplith jny bold défign, fromwhich
I am not deterred by any, fear of" reprehen-
fion, frgm the,moft cenforious mah.

" Knoweft thou not O NAWARA, that I
preferve the knot of affe@ion enfire, or cut
it in two, as thg obje&s of it are conftant or
faithlefs ?

That .I would leave vvlthout relu&ance a
cotintry ‘note congemal to _my difpofition,
although deattr-were inftantly to overtake
my foul ?

Ah! thou knoweft not how many ferene
'nights, with {weet fport and mirthful re-
vtlry, ¢

I pafs in"gay eonverfatiop ; and often re-
turn toshe flag of the wine_rperchant, when
he fprcads it in the air, and {tlls his wine
at @ hlgfx.pnce

I pu,rchafe the“old liquor at a dear rate
ig dark leathern bottles long repofited, or
i oafks, black with pitch, whqfe feals B
break, ‘and 4Hen fill"the cheerful goblet.

How often do I.quaif? pur¢ wine in the
morning; and draw tew&rds me the faic lue
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tani®, whofe delicaté fingers fki'fully touch
the ftririgs !

* I rife béfore the éock to-take my morn-
Ang deaught, which I fip agait and again,
when the fleepers of the dawx awake.

On man¥'2 cold morning, when the freez-
ing winds howl, and the hand of the north
holds their reins, I turn afide their blaft
Jrom the travellersy.whom I receive in my
tent.

- When I rife early to defend my tribe,
my arms are, born by a fwift horfe, whofe
girths refemble my fath adgrned with gems.

I afcend a dufty hillto explore the frtua-
tion of the foe, and our duft flying in
clouds reaches the hoftile ftandard.

At length, when the fun begins ta+ink
into-darknefs, and the veil of night conceals
the ambufcade and: the fhiatagems of our
enemy,

I defcend into the vale; and my fteed
taifes his neck like the fmooth braach of a
lofty pajm, ashich he, who wifhes to cut it,
cannot reach : ,

I incite him to run like a-fleet oftrich, in
his impetuous courfe, until, when he boils
in his rage, and his bopes arc light, *

His ‘tréppihgé are ftrongly agitated; a
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fhower ﬂows down his neck ; and his fur-
cmgle is bathed in the fcaldifg foam.

He lifts his head : he fli€s at liberty with
the loof2 rein ; and aha{’cens tc is gqal, as
4 dove haﬁeng to the brook, when her
feverifh thirft rages. '

Theye ¥ a manfion (the palace of No-
MAANS filled with guefts, unknown to each
other, hoping for.prefents and "fearing re-
proof:

It is inhabited by men, likesftrong-netk-
cd*lions, who genace -one another with
malignant bute, like the demons of BADIY A,
with feet firmiy rivetted i the conflict.

I difputed their falfe- pretegfians, yet ad-

mitted their real -merit, according to my

judgement ; nor could the nebleft among

¢hem durpals me in’ renown.

Oft, have 1 imvited a muomerous compary to

.the death of a carel, boyght for flaughter,

% be divided by lot wuh arrdws of equal
dimentigns :

I invite *them to draw:lots for a camel
yithout a foal, and for a camel with her
“young’ one, whofe fleth’I difiribute to adl
the ne:ghboﬁrs

The gueft apd the ﬁrangqt admitted to
my board, feem: tOohive alighted in the



70

76

77

78

79

8o

81

THE POEM F LEBEID.

fweet vale of TEBAALA luxuriagt with ver-
nal blofloms.

To the <ords of m)'r tent apprdaches every
needx Jnatron, ‘worn with fatigue, like a
" camel doomed'to die‘at her pafter’s tomb,
whofe veftyre is both'fcanty and ragged.
* There t'he'y' crowrdf wjth megt, while the
wintry winds contend with fiercé blafts, 2’
dith fléwing like ‘a rivulét, into which the
famifthed orphans eage.rly plunge.

. When the ndtions are affembled, fome
hero of our ribe, ﬁrm in debate, mever fails
by fuperior poivers to furmount the greateft
difficulty”

He diftributes equal ﬂljll‘(:“ he difpenfes
'Yxihce to the tnf:es he Is indignant, when
their rjght is diminihed ; and, to eftahifh
their right, often gelinquifhes his own.

He a&s with greataefs of mind and with
noblenefs ‘of heart: he ,{heds the dew of
his liberafity on thofe,who need his aflift-
ance: he fcasters around hLi% uwn gains,
and precious {polls,¢he ptizes of his valour.

He {.)elon«rs to a tribe Whofe anceﬁors.
have qu't them a perfe& modet; qnd-cvery
trib€, that defcends from ys, will haye pat-’
terns of excqllence, é.nd objedts of imitation.

théir fuacolr be a{ked, .they inftantly
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brace on their helmet, while their lances
and b}eaﬁ plates glitter like %ars

" Their acivns are not fullied by the ruft
of time, or tarnithed by ‘difgrace ; "for their
virtues are unfhyken by any bafe defirés.

Hé hath raifed for us a.fabriek of glory
with a lofty fummit, td witich all the aged
and-all the young men of our tribe afpire.

Be content, therefore, with th difpenfa-
tions of the Su‘preme Ruler; for He, who
beft knows our naturé, has difpgnfed ju{’cice
amang us.

Wherf peace has becn eftablifhed by our
. trible, we ke¥p.it inviolat€; and He, who
makes it, renders OLr profpcntv complete.

Noble are’ the CJ\CYUOI\S of our Reroes,
.when the tribe firuggle with, hardfhips ;
they age our leaders in war, and in peace
the dcclders of oprclaims:

. Thex are .an elivening fpring to their
indigént neighbours, and to the-difconfolate
widdWs, ywhofe year pafles heavily away,

They are’an ifluffrious race ; altholigh
thcu; cnvxers may be flow in COmmendmg
them,.a’nd the malevolent tenfurer may in-
cline t8 thejrefce.
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IHE ARGUMENT.,

I'ins poem appears to have been a little older
than that of zonam ;. for it must'have been coni-
posed during the war of pauis, which the mag-
nanimity of the two (hxcfa, extolled b) ZOHAIR,
s0 nobly terminated.  axvara,-the gallant Absite,
of whom so much has already been said in the
preliminary dicscoursc, distinguished Nimself very
early in the war by Ifis valeur in attecking the
tribe of pidnvay, and bogsts in this composition,
that he had slain peMpEy, the fathen of BosEIN
amd of wirey, ‘whom wars, the son of HALESs
afterwards put to death.  An old enmity sub-
sisted, 9t secems, between our poet antf”those
two young wen, wlio, as AnTAR2 believed, had
calumniated him witheut brevoc ation ; and his
chief obJect in this goem Was to] "blazon his own,
achievepients and expleits, and fo Jenounce
implacable reseytment against ths.;"lumm'ltms,
.whom his menaces yere lskel'v to intimidate :
yet 5o Jsarsli® an arfrumcnt is tempered by a
strain ‘in.some parts elegiack and asnatory ; for

. even this vengeful impetuons warsiouf found
himself obliged to comply with ‘the custom of
the AR AmiAN foets, who had lgft, as'he osmplains,
little néw'imagerifor, their successors, .
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He begins Yith a pathetick address to the bower
of his beloved, aBLa, and to the ruims of her de-
serted matsion : *he hewails hew sudden depar-
ture, the digtance of her new abode, and the
unhappy variance «Betwedn their respective
clans: he déscribes his pass;on and the beauties
of his mistress with great gnérgy: thence he
passes to heg own taborious course of life, con-
trasted ‘witll the voluptuous indolence of the
fair, and gives a foraible descnptlbn of his
camel, whom he cqompares to a male ostrich
hastening to visit the eggs, which the female,
whose usual néglect of them is mentioned by
ndturahsts, Had lef't i a zenlote valley. Ile
rext cxpatmtes <n his various accomplishments
and vistues; his Mildness to those who treat
him kindly, his, fierceness to those who injure
him; his disregard of \\ealth, his o'alety,.hbe-
_;gl;ty ; and above all, his military pgowess and
spirit of entgrpr ise, on which he tnumphantly
enlarges through the rest of the poem,.e\cept
four couplets, in which he alludes obscurely to
a certgin Jove-adtventuit; and,.after many ani-
mated descrnptmns of battles and ,Single com-
bats, he concludes with a Wish, that Jhe ay’
live to slay the two son8 of DEMPEM, and with a
bitter exultatlou on the death of tﬁer father,
whout he izad lefs a pray to the wild begsts and the
vultures. i}

The metre is. iambiok, like that ¢f the poem ime
mediftely prededingy

[ 2
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. HAVE the bards, who preceded me,

left any theme unfung? Wkat, therefore,
JShall be my fubjeét? Love only muft_fupply
my lay. Doft thou thedrecolle, after long

 confideration, the manﬁon of thy beloved?

O bowerof ABLA, inthe valleyof iwa 4,
give me tidings of my love! O borrcr of
AnLA, may the' morning rife on thee with
profperity and health! -

There 1 flopped my camel, large as a
tower, the anguith of my paﬂion having
delayed the accomplifhmert 6t 'my bold en=

-terprife,

Whillt ABLA was dwellmg in J1waa, -
and ‘our tribe were flationed in HAZN, and
SAMAAN, d4nd - TATHAILEM. ¢ ’

Hajl, dear. ru'ns, with whofe ptffeflors I

had old erf; vagements ; more dreary and
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more defolate aré you become, after the de-
parturé qf.my beloved oMM ARHEITHAM.

She dwells in the lamd of my fpes, like
roaring’ lons: okt! Mow painful “has been
my f{eatch after thee, fair daughter of
MAKHREM.

I'felf‘myfelf attached to her at our firft
interview, although.l had (lain her coun-
trymen in battle: I affure thee, by the life
of thy father, that of, my attachmeat there
can be no doubt.

Tbou baft poffiffed shyfelf of my beart ;
thou haft fixed thy abode iz-it (imagine not
tha.t I delude thee) and art fettled there as

a beloved and cherithed “inhabitartt.
Yet how can I vifit my fair orie, whilft

lhnr family have.their vernal manfion in

ONEIZATAIN, and mine are ftationed in
GHAILkEM?

«Surely thou *haft hrmly refolved to de-
part’1itom, me, fince the tamels of thy-tribe
are bndled oVen ig {0 dark a mght. :

Nothmg {o much alarms me.with a i gnat
&f beredeftined removal, is my feeing the
camels of burden, w which belong to her tribe,
Srazing on KHIMKHIM-berriesin the midft
of tl'xcxr tents:
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Among them are f!orty-two milch camels,
dark as the plumes of a goal-black raven.

Then, ANTARA, the pxerced thee to the

- beart with her wéll-pointed teeth exquifitely

white, the kifs of which is delicious, and
the tafte fivifhingly‘fweet t

From the mouth of°this }ovely damfel,
when 7ou kifs her lips, ,proceeds the fra-
grance of muik, as from the vafe of a per-
fumer;

" Or like the fcent of a blooming bower,
whofe plants .the gent'le rdins have kept
in continnal verdure, vc.nch no Tilth Bosg
fullied, and to which’ there has bech no
refort.. ' ,

Every mornmg-—cloud clear of hail, has
drenched it with a plentiful fhowersa.d
has left all the little cavitiés-in the earth
both round and Lright as coins of filver :

Profufely and ceopioufly it defcends-; and
every evening the ftream, which ©iothing
intercepts, gufhes rapidly through it.

The flies remain in it with inceflant buzz-
ing,” and their murmurs are like the fong
of a than exhilarated with wine:

" heir fouhd, when they firike their flen-
der legs agairiﬂ: edch ather, s like thtound
of z flint, from which the fparks are forced
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by a man with ofe arm, intent upon his
labour-

Whlle thou, fdzr ABLA, rechneﬁ both
evening #nd morring .on the: lap'of a, foft
cduch, ¥ pafs whole nights on the” back
of a dark-coloured horfe Wcl‘l capdrifoned.

My cmly cufhion is the faddle of 2 charger
w1th firm thick feet, Brong fided, and large
in the place of his glrths

Shall a camel.df sHADEN bear mg to thy
tent, a camel far removed fromeher eoun-
try, “deftisute of milk, gnd feparated from
thesherd ?

She waves Br tail in her playful mood,
and proudly anoves her body fiom fide to
fide even at the end of her nightly ex-
«curfion : fhe ftrikes the hillsewith her
quicklysmoving arfd firmly-tramplin g hoofs.

Thus, the bird without {€ars, between
whofe feet there i» but a {rqall {fpace, the
Sunt oftrich beats the ground jn his even-
ing eoiirfeg

The youdg oftriches gather. themfelves
»argund him, as a multitude of black YEME-
" NIAN eimels affeinble rodnd the;r Abyf-
finian berdmaf, who is unable to exprefs
bvmfelf in dhe la;;guage of Arabm.

They follow hing guiged by the- loftinefs
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of his head, which refembles the carriage of
travelling 'damfels, ralfed on. hlgh, and
covered like a tent:

Fis head, tho:gh lof ty, is fmall ; when he

i3 going to vifit the eggs, which bis female

left in pavLASHEIRA, he looks like an
Ethiop with thort eas ina traxhng garment
of furred hides.

My camel drinks the water of DEHRAD-
HAIN, but ftarts afide with difdain from the
bofiile rivulets of DAILEM.

She turns her right fide, as if {flie were in
fear of fome large headcd fcreamor of the
night,

Qf a hidecus wild cat fixed to her body,
who, as often as.fhe bent herfelf towards
him n her wrath, aflailed her with -his
claws and his teeth.

I continue, all day on the well-cemented
tower of her back, ftrongly raifed, and firm
as the pillars of him who pitches a tent:

When fbe refts, the croushes cn the foft
bank of R1DAA, and groans through fatigue
like the foft founding reed, which fhe preffes
with her weight.

Her fweat refemblesg thick rob ur tena-
cious pitch, which ‘the kindled fire vaufes ta

, bubble in thy I'des of a cauldron;
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It guthes fror‘x bqhmd her ears, when
the bdls wtth rage, exults in her ftrength,
and ftruts in’ her pride, liks the ftallion of
her hezde when his rivals affail him.

" O ABLA, although thou droppeﬂ: thy veil
before me, yet know, tha‘t‘by my agxlity 1
-have made, oaptxve many a knight clad in
complete armour.

Beftow on me the commendation, whlch
thou knoweft ¢6 be due; fince my nature
is gentle and mild, when my rights are not
invﬁded.;z

“But, whep I am injured, my refentment
is firm, and bitter as coloquinteda to the
tafte of thezaggreffor,

I quaff, when the noontide heat is abated,
old wine purchafed with bnght and wel-
{’camped coin 3

I qiaff 1t.i'n a goblet of yellow glafs va-
riegated with, white ftred®, whofe com-
parion is a glittering Haggoh well fgcured
by its lid fyem the bafts of the morth :.

When I drink it, my wealth'ls diffipated ;
-But. npy fathe remains abundagt and unim,
paireds;

- And, .when I remrn to {obsiety, the dew
of my l;berahty contfnpes a frelh as bt;fore-.
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give due hénour, thetefore, to thofe qua-
{ities, which thou knoweﬁ me td ‘poflefs.

Many a®confort Of a falr onc, whofe
beauty required o ornaments, *have I left
proftrate on the ground, and the life-blood
has run founding from his veins, opened
by my javelin like thé mouth of ? camel
with a dxv:ded lip:

With a nimble and double-handed ftroke
I prevented his attack: and the ftream,
that” gufhed from' the penerrating wound,
bore the coloyr of anemonies. ,

Go, afk the warriours,«Q 'daughter of .
MALEC, if thou art ignorfnt of my valour,
q/lt them that, vyhxch thou knoweﬂ: not ;

4/7' bow I a&, when I am conftantly
fixed ta the faddle of an elegant horfe;~
fwimming in his ¢ourfe, whom my -bold
‘mngoruﬁs altcrnately wound )

Yet fometxmes ho advances alone to the
confli&, and fometimes ‘he ftands collected

.in a multltudulous throng of, heroes with
‘ftrong bows..,

Afie; ‘and whoever has been w1tnefs to
the combat will inform thee, that:1 am im-
petuous in battle, but regardlefs of the fpoils.

Many'a vvarriour; clad in a-fuxf of ail,:
at whofe vxoleg‘t “affault the boldeft men
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have trembled, Who neither had faved him-
felf b* fwift flight nor by abje& fubmiffion,

Has this armelaid prome with a rapid
blow from a wgll-ficaitened, javelin, firm
Betw.een the kt;.ots :

Broad were the lips of «the wound ; and
. the, naife of she’ tuthing blood called forth
the wolves, prowling in the nxght, and
pinched with hunger: y

With my {wift lance did I pierce his
coat of mail; and ho warriowr, ‘ngwcver
brave, ig fecyre t:rom its point.

°I left himy, like a facrificed victim, to the

lic.ms of the Fc.frcﬂ, who feafted on him be-
tween the erown of hisshead god,his.wriﬁ:s.

Often have I burft the interior folds of a
well-wrought habergeon worr by a famed
warriour: appomted to maintain his poft ;

\Vh’oﬁ. hahds were brifk in cafting lots,
wh winter demands fuch recreation; a
max, «cenfured for his dlfregard of wealth,
and for daufing the wine-merchant to ftﬁk‘e
his flag, by purchafing allbis flgre.

Wiren he faw me defcend from my
ftecd, and wth towards him, ht grinned
with *hogrory but ‘with no fmile of joy.

My pngagemem with him' lafted “the
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whole day, until hid head and fingers, co-
vered with clotted gore, appfared to be
ftained with the juice of IDHLIM,

"Fhen I ﬁx,ed him with my lance: I
firuck him ‘to the heart with an INDIAN
cimeter, the blade of which was of a bright
water, and rapid was the ftroke it gave:

A warriour, whofe armour feemed to be‘
braced on a lofty wee ; a chief, who, like a
king, wore fandals of leather ftained with
x;éYPTIAN th'orﬁ 5 a hero without an equal.

O lovely-heifer ! how fweet a‘prey was

the to a hunter permitted-fo chafe her.! To
me fhe was wholly ddhied: O woul to

,heaven, that fthe had not b¢en forbidden me'

I fent forth my handmaid, and faid to
her, % Go, afk tidings mqmﬁtwely of mey
“ beloved, and bring me intelligence.”

She faid, # Ihavefeen the hoflile guards
“ negligent of their watch, and the. wild
“ heifer may be {mitten by any -archer,

¢ who dehres to thoot her.”

Then fhe tumed towads me with the
neck of a young roe, well-grown, of an ex..
quiﬁte breedl among the gazals of the wood,
a roe with a 'mlk—wlute' face.”

1 have been infcrmed of a'man ung«ratcfut
for my kindngfs; but ingratitude turns the
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mind of a benef!&or from any more bene-
ficen

The mﬁrﬁ&tons, which my valiant uncle
gave me} I have .dlllgently obferved ; at the
fime when the lips are ‘drawn away from
the bnght teeth,

In she firugglé of the fight, intd whofe
deepeft gulphs the warriours Plunge them-
felves without complaint or murmur.

When my ,tribe have placed me as a

fhield between them and the hoftile, fpears,
I Have pot ignobly declined the danger, al-

_though®thgeplace; where I fixed my foot,

was too narfsw to admit a companion.

* When L heard the din of MQRRA- raifed
in the ﬁeld and the fons of RABEIA in the
thick duﬂ

And the fhoufs of pHoHoL at the mo-
ment of affault,when they rufh in troops to

. the copﬁlét.thh all their fharp-bltmg lions,

When even the mildeft of the tribes faw
the ﬂ;lmmfh under their ﬁandards (and
Death Jpreads Bavock wader the ftaridard
of the mildeft nation),

Then I knew with cértainty, that, jn fo
fierce a cenfeft with them, many a heavy
olow weuld n}akeo the-perched birds of the
brain fly quickly: ﬂqn; every, ﬂmll
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As’ foon as I. beheld the legions of our
enemies advancing, and animatiag one an-
other to battle, I toc rufhed forward, and
actec without reproach.

The troops called out ANTARA ! while
Javelins, leng as the cords of a well, were
forcibly thruft againft thg cheft of my dark
fteed.

I ceafed not to charge the foe with the
neck and breaft of my horfe, until he was
mantled in blood. .

My fteed, bent afide with the itroke of
the lances in his forehcad, complained o
me with gufhing tcars aud tender fobbing:
- Hadshe known the art.of difcourfe, he
would have addrefled me in a plaintive
ftrain ; and, had he poficfled the faculty cf
fpeech, he would have fpokcen-to me dif-
tinctly.

In the midft of the blacL duﬂ the horfes
were impetuouily rufhing with disfigured

. countenances; every robuft flallon and

every ftrong limbed fhort-haired mare.
Then my foul was healed, and all my

. anguifh was diiperfed, by the cry of the
- warriours, faying, ¢ Welt dana ANTARA;

¢ charge again !

My, camels e azc obedlcnt to my wxll,
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N
as often as I de"lre to kmdle the ardour of
_my ;u:ar;t, and prefs it on to fome arduous
enterpnfe

Yeot § fear leﬁ dee;h fhould feize me, be-
fore the adverfe turn of‘ war has overtaken
the two fons of DEMDEM-

Map, who attacked my reputation, when
| Bad given them no oﬁ'ence, and vowed,
when I had never affailed them, to fhed my
blood ; .

Yes! they injur'cd me—but I have left
their father, like a viétim, to be mangled
by the Yiogs of the wood, and by the eagles
advanced in“years.
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THI ARGUMTNT.

T H[' discordant and mcoxisxsten‘ accounts ot
the commentators, w ho sec to have collected
without examination“every "tradition that pre-
sented itself, have left us very much in the
dark on the subject of the two following poems ;
but the commoun opinion, which appears to me
the most probable, is that they are, in fact,
political and adverse declametions, which were
delivered by amry and nar®in at the head of
their respective clans, before amru the son of
niNva, king of mmna-in Aesopotamia, who had”
assumed the office of mediator between tkem
after a most obstinate war, and.had undertaken
to hear a discussion -of their several claims to
pre-eminence, and to deéide theéir cause with
perfect imymstiality. Iy some ‘copies, ind@ea,
as in those of Nauas and of zavzeyy, ‘the two

' poems are snpdrdted and jn that of'oBaipaLLa,
the poem of- HARETIe i totally omitted ; a re-
markable fact, of which I have made some vse

 taa dlffment‘purposc in thé prehmmany disser-
tation. Were J to draw my opinion sojely from
the structure and geﬁeml‘tum of* AMRU’s com-
position,*L should *conleive that the king of
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HiRA, who, like other tyrants, wished #o0 make
all.men ju«t'bu.t himself, and to leave all nations
Jree but his own, had attempted to enslave the
powerful &rpbe of TAGLES, and ta appoint a pre-
fect over Them, bdt that the warlike pofsessors
of the-deserts and'forusts-‘lmd Jopendy disclaim-
ed his authonty, anqg empvloyod their principal
leaden antt,poet to seyd him defiance, and mag-
nify their own jndependent spirits |

Some aARaBiaN writers 3ssert, what there is abun-
dant reason to helieve, that the abov e-mention-
ed king was killed by the anthor of the, follow-
ing poem, N ho composed it, say they, on that
occagion ; but, the king *himself is personally
acidras«»ed by ‘the poet, and warned against pre-
cipitgfion in ceciding the comtest; and, where
mention is male of crownéd heads*left prostrate
on the field, yo particular monarch seems to be
intended, ‘but the conjunction copiative has the
foree, as it vften hal i drabick, of a frequenta-
tive particle. . '

Let us thcn, w herc certginty cannot be obtained,
be §d‘tl~'hcd thh high plobab'ht'v, and suppose,
withsrapriizt, that the two tribés of Becr aqd
TAGLEB, lnvn.ng exhausted one anether in &
long war,. to which the murder oﬁ COLEIB the
Z‘ag[ebrtc lmd given rise, agreed t6 terminate
their ruinous quarrel' and to ‘make the king of
HIRA then"umpn‘_e ; th'tt, on the day appomted
the tribes met before the po,lace or royal tent;
and tHat anzv, the son of csx:nwmz prince of.

3¢,



the Tuglebites, gither pronounced his poem ac-
cording to the custom of thg Araly, or stated
his pretensiorts in a solemn speech, which he
afterwards versified, that.it mightehe more easily
remémbered by'hls tribe and their postertty.
The oration or goem® or whatever it may be call-
ed, is arrogantbeyond allimagination, and con-
tains hardly a colour of argument” the piince
was, mogt probably, a vain young man, proud
of his accomplishmenfs, and elate with® success
in his wars; but his prodygetion could not fail
of bgcoming extremely popularamong his coun-
trymen; and hig "own family, thp descendants
of sosuam the sorf of pecCr, weresso mﬁ’ttuated
by it, that (as one of their own pocts- .uln.uts)
they could scarce ecer desist from repeating it, ol
thought® they had astained thd summit of glory
without.any farther vedriions of wirtue. He be-
gins witlt a strain perfectly Anacreontick, the
elegiack style of the' former poeme not<heing
well adapted to his ciger e\ultatlon and tri-
umph ; yet there is sogie lm\tulc of complaint
on the departufe of his mistress, whote beauties
he gelineatds with a boldness and L encrgy highly®
Characteristick of unpo]x;hedomanucrs the rest
of his wqu consists of menaces, svaunts, and
cxaggmatcd applausc of his own tribe fo:. thei
gencrosity and’ prowess, the goodness of their
horses, the beauty of tlmr womeﬂ the extent
of their possesswus and evcu she number of
thexr slnps whicl *boasts were so well found-
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ed, that, according to some aythors, if mino-
mep.had ot begn born, the Taglebites would
have appropriated thes dominiore of all Arabia,
and possibly would bave orfected a miglity state,
both*civil fnd marifime.,

This pocm-lg composed in coplous yerse,, or metre
of the fourth species, according to the fllow-

mg’ form :

. . -
““sAmatores | puellarum | misellos
“ Occliorym | njtor multos | fefellit.”

But the compound foot amore furens is used at
gleasure instad of the first gpitrite; as,

* Venusta puel | la, tarda venis | ad hortum,
“ Prata lyra ¢st, | paratus,odor | rosarumg.”



THE,
POEN

ar

A MRU

. HoLrLA '—Awake, fweet damfel, and
bring our meorning draught in thty capaci-
ous goblet; nor fuffer tie fich w‘nc;s of
ENDEREIN to be longer hoarded:™ -

* Bring the well-tempered wine, that feems
to be tinctured:with faffron; and, when
it is diluted with water, overflows tke
cup.

"i'his is. the liq.uor, .which, diverts the
anxious lpyer from his paflien; and,—ae
foon as_he taftes it, he is pcrfectl"y coOm-,
‘pofed : A

Hence tihou feclt the ‘penurious churl,
when the cn‘clmg bowl Paﬁ'es l'nm,‘grew
regardiefs of his pelt

* When its potent flamés have feized the

difcrerfeflt of ourf youths, * thoy wouldft .
~-imagine him to'be in a phrenfy.
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THE POEM OF AMRU. (

Thou turpeft the gobl.et from us, O
mother of AmMRrU; for the true courfe of
the goblet is to the rig'lt hand :

He iy'not the leaft ammble of 'thy three
comp ons, O mothcr of AMRruy, to whom
thou haft not prefcnted the mordiing bowl.

% How many ‘a cup ha’ve I purchafed in
BAL BE(.' how many more in DAMAsCUs
and KASIREIN!

Surely our -aﬂott‘;d hour of fite will
overtake ug; 1nce we are deftited tosdeath,
and death to s |

.D ftay awhile, before we feparate, thou
loyely rider on camels; that we may relate
to thee our forrows, and thpu &o us thy
delights! .

O ftay—that we may inquite, whether
thou haft- dltered th} purpofe of departing
hattilys or " whether thou haft wholly de-
cejved thy tho .conﬁdent lover:

".Tn the hateful day ¢f batsle, whilft he
firuggles’amid wounds and blows, may the °
Ruler of the world refrefh thy fight with

-eoolfiefs, and gratify it with évéry defired

objéa’!

"0 «AMRU3" when thou vifiteft thy fair
one in fecret, and whcn the eyes of luzrk-
ing epemies are clofed i in, reft,«
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THE POEM OF AMRU.

~ She difplays two lovely arms, fair and
full as the limbs of a long-necked fnow-
white young camel; that frifks in the ver-
nal feafon over the fand-barks and green
hillocks ;

And two fweet breafts, fmooth and
white as veflels of ivor