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THE HEAVENS

‘When David, king of Israel, looked out on the stars, he
was so impressed with the magnitude and glories of creation,
that addressing God he exclaimed, “When I consider the
heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon end the stars,
which thou hast ordained; what is man that thou art mindful
of him? and the son of man that thou visitest him?” -Men
can build houses, and palaces, and cities; but God built the
heavens. Let us too look oat among the stars, and learn a
little of what modern’ science can teach us of their nature.

The first thing, no doubt, thet would strike an observer
of the stars, would be the fact, that whilst nearly
all the stars retain their places in the heavens without
eny perceptible change in their relative positions, a few of
them have a proper motion of their own, three of them
describing in time the whole circle of the heavens; those
were therefore early named wandering stars, or  Planets.
Itis not a little remarkable thatso far back as B C 580
o Greek philosopher, Pythagoras, taught what is true of
the solar system, nemely, thet the earth is one of the
planets, and that all revolve round the sun as a centre.
This doctrine however was for & long time laid aside, and
in A, D. 140 Ptolemy of Egypt taught that the sun, moon,
plapets and stars al revolvﬁ round the earth, This is

-
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called the ‘Ptolemaic §ystea>auk was taught in a book
written by Ptolemy, aud <alled the Alnagest. This theory
however did not convince’m.detnmﬂers, and in 1473 Nicholas
Copernicus was born in a villeae +n Prussia to enlighten
the world by his talents. MHe wrote a treatise on the motions
of the heavenly bodies, in which he shewed that the sun
was the centre round which the earth and the other plancts
revolved. This is what is therefore called the ‘Copernican
system.’ After him however one Tycho Brahé, a Swede, taught
that the sun revolved round the “carth, but that the planets
revolved round the sun. This singular theory, called the
‘Tychonic system, did mot obtain many admirers; and at
last in 1571 KepeLen, of Wirtemberg in Germany, published
to the world Dis three laws, which are at the very foundation
of Astronomy, namely,

Ist. That all plancts move in ellipses, having the sun
in onc of the foci:

2nd. That a line joining the planct and the sun sweeps
over equal arveas in equal times: and

3rd.  That the squares of the periodic times are pro-
portional to the cubes of the mean distances from the sun.

Well, but our readers may begin to be alarmed at the
difficulty of understanding these laws, and so we must pass
on to more simple statements, only first observing _that  the
publication of Kepler's three laws was the commencement
of all real -knowledge of the motions of the heavenly bodies,
and that when newroN in 1665 discovered the law of
gravitation, which is the power that regulates the motions
of all moving bodies, Astronomy was 2 complete science.
Now the absolute calculations of Astronomy are for the
most part of the most difficult nature: our short paper then
evidently cannot enter into the merits of these. But some
of the results of such calculations we may readily cxplain
to the comprehension of the simplest. So far we have kept
our readers without looking at the sky atall, in giving a
short preliminary sketch of the growth of Astronomical
knowledge. Let us now look up then and around at the
glorious ‘firmament.’ There in thc_SouLh. is the brilliant
Cross’ in the very midst of the sparkling ‘Milky-way'; almost
opposite in the North is_the ‘Great Bear,” now sloping
towards the West; there high up in the Eastern sky is that
vivid star ‘Arcturus, of which we read in the book of Job,
the oldest ook probably in the world, when the Almighty
spoke to Job out of the whirl-wind and said, “Canst thou guide
Arcturus with his sons? Knowest thou the ordinances
of heaven? ” Much  lower in the East is a star brighter
still, but shining with a more steady and.less vivid glow; it does
ot seintillate s the other stars towards the horizon doj; that is
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‘Jupiter,’ the largest of all the planets that form a part of our
solar system. With a telescope of very ordinary power you
may see his four moons, and that Lhe hag got several dark
marks about his equator, which are called his belts. Then again
there is ‘Spica,’ south of Arcturus; the chief star of the constel-
lation called ‘Virgo.”; and close by the planet ‘Saturn’ Ang soon
to set in the West arc ‘Castor and Pollux,’ the former of which
if you had a powerful telescope, you would perccive to cor.sis;
of two stars too close together to be separated by the naked
cye. There are many of these ‘double stars,
called, in the heavens, and about which we will talk afterwards.

An(_l now, what are all those stars some of which are
s0 }mght; and some so small that thay can scarcely be
distinguished? They are no doubt all suns, situated at various
distances from us: or, to put the same idea in another’
light, our sun is a star. Then why does he appear so
much larger, so bright, and so fiery? Because he is so
much nearer to us. We can mecasure our distance {rom
the sun; it is about 95,000,000 of miles from us; but the
fixed stars are so far off that we cannot measure their
distances; we know however that the nearest fixed star cannot
be less than twenty billions of miles from us, that is more
than twenty thousand times further from us than the sun
is. Our sun then is astar, and the stars no doubt are suns
at immense distances from us and from each other.

Look again at Jupiter. A large telescope will cause
Jupiter to look as large as the moon does to the naked
eye: but the largest telescope cver made will not magnify
the size, or disc asitis called, of any of the fixed stars.
This at once shows (hat Jupiter is nearer to us. In fact
Jupiter is an opaque Dbody revolving round the sun, and
shining, as the moon does, Ly reflected light, while the
stars shine, as the sun does, by their own light. We must
learn then to distinguish between the fixed stars and the
planets. The plancts, of which our earth is one, can be
measured, and cven weighed, and their distances from the
sun can be most accurately culculatea.

The planets Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Satwrn
have been known, and their motions observed, from the cemotest
ages. Mercury is never secen more than 29°, and Venus never
more than 47° from the sun. Hence they are both scen as
cither morning or ecvening stars. Afler arriving at their
greatest apparent distances from the sun in the sky, they
gradually approach him again, and are lost to sight in his
blaze, unless indeed it happens that they pass exactly between
the sun and the carth,” when they are again discemible as
small, round, well-defined black spots passing across the
sun's dise. Uence both Venus and Mercury are nearer to

as they are
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the sun than (he earth is. When exemincd through telescopés
these two planets .are seen to have phases, like the moon;
indeed they never anear round, like the full moon, but
always of a crescent shape, “or gibbous, The other planets,
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune, are all further
from the sun than the earth;and when their discs are magnifi-
ed by telescopes, they never appear crescent-shaped, like
Mercury and Venus, but always round. ‘The most distant
of the planets, Uranus and Neptune, appear so small from
their distance, that they cannot be observed without powerful
telescopes.

Mercury is much less than_the earth, having a diameter
of only 3740 miles, while the FEarth's diameter is 7926 miles,
Venus is very little less than the earth, her diameter being
7800 miles. Mars is smaller still, having. a diameter of 4000
miles. The foar other planets are much larger, Jupiter's
diameter being 87,000 miles, Saturn’s 79,160; Uranus's 34,500,
and Neptune's 41,500. While the earth revolves round the
sun once in a year, Mercury requires only 87 days, Jupiter on
the contrary requires nearly 12 years for his revolution, Saturn
nearly 30, and Neptune nearly 200 years.

In order to obtain some idea of the relative sizes and dis-
tances from each other of the sun and his attendant planets,
go out into any wide extended plain. In the middle of this
place a globe fwo feet in diameter, and suppose this to repre-
sent the sun; then take a mustard seed and carry it 82 feet
away from the globe, it would then represent the size, »nd
distance from the sun, of Mercury: a pea placed on a circle
round the centre globe, of 142 feet radius, will represent Ve-
pus in her orbit; the Larth would be like another pea ona
circle whose radius is 215 feet: Mars would be represented
by a rather lurge musiarJ seed carried round the globe ata
distance from it of 327 fect: the Asteroids, a number of small
planets between Mars and Jupiter, which can never be discern-
ed by the naked eye, would be represented by small grains of
sand in orbits from 500 to 600 feet away from the central globe;
Jupiter world be a moderately sized orange nearly a quarter oi‘
a mile from the globe; Saturn a smaller orange nearly half a mile
away; Uranus a nellika more than threc quarters ofamile off; and
Neptune a lime at the distance of one mile and 2 quarter from the
globe. Lastly to gain some idea of the relative distances from
the sun of the fixed stars, uponthe same scale, the nearest
fixed star would be repxesented by a globe probably about the
same size as the one used to represent the sun, at a distance
of at leust 800 or 1000 miles trom it. We see then how
%mmensely‘larger the sun is than the planets, and at what
immense distances they roll round him in their orbits. The
Earth is 95 millions of miles from the sun, and Neptune 30
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times that fistance. And yet we see that the distances of the
]llﬂnets from the’ sun are as nothing when compared with the
(llStall.CC'ﬁ'Ol.n lu.m of the nearest fixed stars. It is this immense
superiority in size of the sun over the planets, that enables
h'lm to ].(ecp them all about him by the attraction of gravita-
tion. Since also the sun is at suc{; an immense distance from
any of the fixed stars, although some of them may be aslarge
or even much larger than he is, their powers of attraction
cannot disturb, if indecd they can at all influence, the stabil-
ity of our solar system.

. The moon, which appearsso large, docs so by reason of
its greater nearness to the carth than any other of the
heavenly bodies. The distance of the moon from the earth
isonly 80 times the earth’s diameter, whereas the distance
of the sun is 400 times greatcr, The diameter of the moon
is 2153 miles, or only about 1 of the earth's diameter,
while the Jiameter of the sun is 832,000 miles, and yet
they Dboth look nearly the samc size to us. It may help us
to realise better the cnormous size of the sun, if we re-
member that, since the moon is about 240,000 miles from
the earth, if the sun were bollow, and theéarth were put
inside, in the sun’s centre, there would be room enough for
the moon to revolve round the ecarth, at her proper distance
from her, inside too, with 240,000 miles to spare all round.
We see that the diameter of the sun is, in fact, nearly twice
the diameter of the wmoon’s orbit.

And are all those twinkling stars really suns like our own?
Undoubtedly they are; and many of them probably immensely
Jarger than our sun. Nor can there be any reasonable doubt
that many of them at least are surrounded by planets. We
have in fact, ocular evidence that two of the most  briliiant,
and therefore probably the nearest, of the stars, have Dbodies
revolving round them. One of those stars is Sirius, or the
Dog-star; the other is Procyon in Canis Minor. Each of
the planets revolves round its primary in about 30 years.

But one of the most remarkable discoveries of the telescope
is, that not a few of the stars, which appear to the naked
eye as only one_point of light, are in fact composed of two
stars near together, which revolve about each other, or, more
correctly speaking, they revolve about their common centre of
gravity. The well-known star Castor, as befors mentioned,
is one of these; the two stars which form Castor, and which
can only be separated by very powerful telescopes, revolve
around each other once in 334 years. Axother of these donble
stars ie found in the constellation of Leo; the component stars
of this require no less than 1200 years to complete one revo-
lution. Many of these comnpanion stars,—or shall we notcall
‘hem distant suns?—are seen to emit different-coloured light,
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one of them being crimson and tlie other green, or ohe yelly
and the other blue. What a field for the imagination! |
there are inhabited worlds revolving round these suns, they mus
often have a tricoloured day; for instance, a crimsoir dawn,;
white noon, anda green evening, or vice versa ; ot at anothg
part of their year, instead of alternate light and darkness, they
must have the green sun rising on one horizon, as the crim.
son one sets on the other.

Now let us take one farewell glance at the heavens. Lock
at the brightness of the Milky-Way. What causes so much
light? Itis the presence of immumerable distant stars, which
the naked eye cannot definc. But when the huge telescopes
of modern times are turned to examine this brightness, thousands
upon ‘thausands of stars are made evident, some of them so dis
tant that it has been calculated that the light from them
lhas occupied upwards of 2000 years in travelling from them
to us; and when we remember that light travels .at the rate
of 192,000 miles in a second of time, and that it only re-
quires 8 minutes and 13 seconds to travel from the sun to
the earth, we may form some idcn of the distance of stars
that can be made visible. And what is there beyond ali
these ?

And now a natural question is no doubt arising in the minds
of our readers, by whaf means do Astronomcrs measure the
sizes and distances of the hecavenly bodies? They tell us the
sun is 95 millions of miles away, and that he measures 882,000
miles through, but how can they prove it ? To be able to work
out these problems, a man must be thoroughly acquainted
with mathematics, especially Algebra, Trigonomelry,. Conic
Seclions, and the laws which regulate motion, or the science
of Dynamics. Still, though few of our rcaders may be well
versed in these subjects, we hope to be able at some future
time to explain atleast some of the jundamental principles
of Astronomy, insuch a way that even those but slightly ac-
quainted with mathematics may understand.
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INDIA IN THE VEDIC ERA.
paver IIIL.

In pursuing our investigation of the carly history of the
Arye - race, let us mow consult the Rig-Veda, the most
ancien. of Hindu writings. And first we shall find that while
the anthors of the hymns of the Rig-Veda name their own
people anvva, another class of people are called pasve,
and sometimes Rakshas, Who, there can be little doubt, were
already in India before the arrival of the Aryans, and were
different in colour, language, and customs from the wrilcrs
of the Vedic hymns. llor instance such passages, as
following occur,

\Qmwm@én@gwamamjnmsn@cmam"@"m«nmmdoﬂeomﬂzl
&macﬂm@dengcm@mm’la«g)mgua«unmomwwocg‘;g)m@ll

“Armed with the lightning, and trusting in kis strengih, he
(i. e. Indra) moved about, shattering the cities of the Dasyus.
Indra, the thunderer, who art wise, hurl thy shaft against the
Dasyu, and increase the might and glory of the Aryya.”

650041 (@ 90m@HMe)aing AoFVAE s M oI oM 11
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«Slay both the Dasa enemies, and the Aryya; protect Sudas
with your succour, O Indra and Waruna.”

In many similar passages the names Aryya, and Dasyu
are mentioned together, showing  that both words are used as
referring to tribes of men.  The word Dasyu does indeed often
mean demons; but itis evident from such passages as the
above, that itis as often used to denote a race of human beings.
In the Mahabharatha we read of the same people as inhabiting
the mountains (emybasdimasmiime). In the same Poem we
read of a brahmin who lived in a viilage of Dasyus, of whom
another brahmin asks, ‘How is it that thou hast sunk into the
condition of a Dasyu?’ The colour or caste of the Dasyu is also
mentioned in the Rig-Veda, (ewsssmoaigiawmepanias, “He
who swept away the base Dasa colour, “or caste”). The word
aige appears to  have derived its commnon meaning of caste,
from its original usc in distinguishing between the fair colonr
of the Aryans and that of the more swarthy aborigines of the
country. In other passages the Dasyus arc called “observers
of different rites,” and are said to be “without sacrifices,” and
to “disregard the gods.” Their cities arc also spoken of in
many passages, as 1n one above quoted,

@ErThaslengentasmnsed oo mal
TOIdh @R G M hH oM

Indra and Agni, by one effort, have shattered ninety cities
of the Dasyus.” The wealth of the same people is also referred
to in not a few passages in the Rig-Veda. Many passages from
the Rig-Veda, oflike import with the above, are quoted by
Mr. Muir in his sccond Volume of “Sanscrit Texts:” and we
cannot avoid the conclusion, that, though the term Dasyu
may sometimes be used to indicate imaginary demons, yet
in very many instances the allusion is to a race of men hostile
to the Aryans, and despised by them on accomnt of their black
colour and primitive habits,

By a_thoughtful study, then, the hymns of the Rig-Veda,
the real contents of which so few Tlindus of the present day
are acquainted with, and which, because they are ignorant of
them, they regard with such superstitions awe—such awe,
that a well-rend Waryar once told the wiiter of this paper,
that if he read the Vedas he would lose his speech—but which
are human  cowpositions of very ordinary merit, addresses,
chiefly, to Indra and Agni, and are only interesting on account
of their great antiquity, and the picture they afford of Hindu
life at a very early period,—these jhymns are made to yield an
historical fact of importance, ‘which is, that as the Hindus
invaded India, and advanced Eastwards from the Indus, they
found a more primitive race, who continually impeded their
progress. (A free translation of onc of the Vedic hymns is
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inserted at the end of this paper, as a specimen of their
character).
USlll\?Ilr. Muir, W}lOSG investigation of this subject has been X}I'OSt
thoroughly and carefully conducted, sums up lus_ evidence from
the Rig-Veda as follows:—*“We may concelve the Aryas
advancing from the Indus ina south-easterly direction into a
country probably covered with forest, .and occupied by Sﬂ\'d{,“f
tribes, who lived in rude huts, and subsisted on the sponmncull}
product ®f the woods, or on the produce of the chase, and o
fishing; or perhaps by some rude attempts at agriculture.
These  barbarians were of dark complexion, perhaps also
of unconth appearance, spoke allanguage fundamentally
distinet from that of the Aryas, differed entirely from them
in their religious worship, which no doubt would partake of
the most degraded fetishism, and (we can_easily .suppose)
regarded with intense hostility the more civilised invaders,
wlio were gradually driving them from their ancient fastnesses.
The Aryas, meanwhile, as they advanced, and gradually
established themselves in the forests, fields,-and villages of
the aborigines, would not be able all at once to secure their
position, bus would be exposed to constant reprisals on the
part of their enemics, who would “‘avail themselves of every
opportunity to assail them, to carry off their cattle, disturb
their rites, and impede their progress.” The hlack complexion,
ferocious aspect, barbarous babits, rude speech, and savage
yells of the Dasyus, and the sudden and furtive attacks which,
under cover of the impenctrable woods, and the obscurity of
night, they would make on the encampments of the Aryas,
might naturally lead the latter to speak of them, in the highly
figurative language of an imaginative people in the first stage
of civilisation, as ghosts or demons; or ecven to conceive ol
their hidden assailants as possessed of magical and superhuman
powers, or as headed by devils. The belief in ghosts is not
obsolete (as every onc knows) even in modem times and among
Christian nations. In the case of nocturnal attacks, the return
of day would admonish the assailants to withdraw, and would
restore the bewildered and harrasscd Aryas to security; and,
therefore, the rising of the sun in the east would be spoken
of as it isin one of the Brahmanas, as driving away or
destroying "the devils. In a similar way the author of the
Rimayana, speaks” (as we have already seen) ““of the barbarian
‘tribes encountered by Rima in the Dekhan as Rakshasas and
monkeys. This state of things might last for some time. The
Aryas, after edvancing some way, might halt, to occupy, to
clear, and to cultivate the territory they had acquired, and
the eborigines might continue in possession of the adjacent
tracts, sometimes at pcace, and sometimes at war with their
invaders. At length tﬁe further advance of the Aryas would
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cither drive the Dasyus into the remotest comers of the
country, or lead to their partial incorporation with the con-
querors as  the lowest grade in their commmunity.”

-But_the question will arise, how do we know that, as
Myr. Muir says, these Aryans advaneed in a  south-eastern
direction from the Tndus? The writers of the Vedic hymns
appear, from their silence, to have been ignorant of the re-
gions of the South.  Although, for instance, the Himalayas
arc mentioned in the Vedds; there is no allusion whatever
to the Vindhyas. The Ganges again is barely mentioned ;
and so far was it [rom being considered at that time the
holiest of rivers, that it it the Sindbu {or Indus) that is most
frcquently celebrated in the hymms of the Veda. Another
river shares equal honors with the Indus, the Sarasvati, a
river to the cast of the Pumjab; and we have alveady men-
tioned, in a former paper, how in the Satapatha-brahma-
na the Dbrahmins arc described as first -passing on beyond
this river, and taking possession of uncultivated country.
The rivers of the Punjab are also mentioned. 1tis cvident
then that the countries best known to the writers of the
Vedic hymns were those bordering on the Indus, and the rivers
of the Punjab. Ttis wWorthy of remark also here, that in the
Mahabharata the region of Kashmir is cclebrated as Deing
“all-holy, and inhabited by great rishis."”

There is one more link In our argument ; Mr Muir observes
that Yaska, the author of the Nirukta, refers to pure Sanserit
words used by the Kambojas, a people who lived beyond
the Indus towards the N ort{\-\’\" est. Now the infercnee ¢learly
deducible from this is, that in carly times the Sanscrit lan-
guage was spoken on the western side of the Indus, as well
as on the castern; a fact which speaks for itsclf, and shows
that the Kanbojas at least were orginally an  Aryan tribe.

The evidence then of history, so far as it can be gathered
from the Rig-Veda, the Ramayana, and other ancient writ-
ings, is that the Iindus, properly so called, namel‘{, the
Sanscrit-speaking Aryan race, have gradually sprcad over
India from the districts bordering on the Indus: for we have
traced their history back, finding first that there is good evi-
dence that the Sanscrit-speaking tribes at one time began to
spread over South India generally from the north of the Vin-
dHlyu mountains, and that they foynd, and conquered, other
tribes of more barbarous manners than themselves, who were
already settled in the country, and who spoke languages funda-
mentally different from the Sanscrit. We have found also that
in the Vedic Era, that is in times morc remotc still, the
Aryan racc had no knowledge whatever, so far as we can
find, of the country south of the Vindhyas; that in fact they
appear not to. have reached even so fax south as that chain

cec
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-of mountains; that the Ganges scems to have been but lit-
tle known to them; that they were most familiar with the
Indus, its tributaries, and the Sarasvati ; that as they advanced
eastwards, they were harassed by an uncouth people, oftrit
mentioned in the Rig-Veda as Dasyus, who, like the Raksha-
sas in the Ramayana, were no doubt an aboriginal racc al-
ready in possession of the soil ; and lastly, that we have an
account ofa :ace speaking the Sanserit language, in very
carly times, in a district to the nerth-cast beyond the Indus.
Whatever be the remoter origic of the Hindus then. we
have evidence frem thieir own literature, that they have g:adu-
ally spread over Ilindustan from the districts bordering on the
Indus, and have been everywhere met by pre-occupiers of the
country, the remains of whem, no doubt, are still to be found
in the various hill-tribes, the low castes as at present  exist-
ing, and the mass of the Dravidians.

While however by means of the more ancient Sanserit writ-
ings we can trace, with unerving accuracy, the “foot-prints on
the sands of time” of the march of the Aryan race cast and
south from the banks of the Indus, we can scarcely find any
clue to their eanlier history from the same source; unless
indeed it be thought that we have a hint of a more northem
origin from the mention in the Rig-Veda of winter and
autumn. Now at this point it is that the evidence of an-
guage meets us.  We bave already seen, in a former paper
on the subject (p. p. B)—95, that the Sanserit belongs to the
same family of languages as Zend, Greck, and Latin, and es-
pecially that it has a very intimate relationship with Zend.
The fact is that the likcness Letween Zend and Sanserit is
very strong; and it is indisputable, as before stated, that the
fathers of the nations who spoke these languages had
common origin; while the closer affinity of the Zend to the
Sanscrit would scem to indicate that the Hindus and the
Baclrians separated from cach other at a later date, than the
separationfrom them of the fathers of the Latin and Greek
nations. We must naturally look therefore for some e
whence these nations originally migrated.  Are we to lookor
that regier: in North-western India ? We have traced the [lindus
back there through n:cans of their own literature. Now (his
supposition is beset by many difficulties, not the least of which
is the improbability that first the Greek colony, then the Latin
colony, and lastly the Bactrian colony, should successively mi-
gratc westward, when such anoble country lay to the east. Such
ig indeed possible: but it appears much nore natural to look for
amore central region as the focus of migration. ‘I'hat the first
Aryan colony entered India ftom the west is rendered probable
by the fact that many other conquerors have entered by the same
roule. The Dravidians, whowm the Aryans found already scttled i
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Central and South India, are shewn with good cvidence to have
crossed the Indus ; Semiramis, Alexander the Great, Sc]eugus,
Mahmud of Gazni, the Afghans, the Moguls, the Persiaus
wnder. Nadir Shah, all entered India from the north-west.
1t would -appear then at least probable that the Aryans en-
tered also from the west. This derives additional probabiii-
ty from the consideration that if this were the case we S!‘.O'-.l}ll
find them setiling at firstin the very distriets, in  which in
[act we do find them according to their own literature, name-
Iy, by the Tndus, and in the Punjab. Morcover in the Vedic
Lra, 25 we have seen, the Aryans were gradually pregross-
ing castwards from the Indus, as at a later time they spread

the south, in both cases being opposed by hostile
Ircady claiming ‘the country. So that cvery thing in-
dicates that the Aryans were invaders.

Iivery probability therefore would seemi to favour the iqes
that the early Hindus were a colony from some country to
(e North West of Hindustan. And when we lcok at not on-
I¥ the relation between Zend, or ancient Bactrian, and Sans-
ey, hut at the similarities which existed between ths religions
and mythologies of the ancient Bactrians and Hindus, e
czen searcely forego the conviction that Ba

) the e ctria itsclf, or some
net very remote distriet in Central Asia, was their common

place.  Neither must we forget that all the Indo-Ger-
iic nations must. have originally migrated from the same-
rict, wherever it was; and that it is mucl, more conceiv-
able that it was inCentral Asia, whence one clan would migrate
Kast, another South, auother West, than ju North Tndia
whenee all, except the Hindus, must have traveiled toward;
the Morth-West. And last, but ot least, we may remembcl-
that the Inspived Whritings tell us, that, after the floog the
famiiy of Noah lived anl increased in Contral Agiq - s that
when the most ancient nations ecan g ¥

. ace their ra
the it of the world, itis but what v
ty thal part ol the world, itis but what vwe

wihes

mote  origin
might oxpeet.

[

IIXMN TO INDRA AND icong,
Ly Medhatithi,
(From the Rig-Veda.:

Indra and Agni, to our sacred ritos,
Desivous of their praise, I hither call ;
Chief drinkers of our Somia-juice are they.
Them celebrate v sacrifice, O friends;
Tndra and Agni glorify, and laud

In song. Them to the friendly o we eall
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Drayer

Indra and Agni, whom the Soma-juice
Delights, of this libation to partake.

Our gods so icrrible we hitlher call

To this libation now prepared; Indra

And Agni, hither come. Ye mighty ones,
Guardians of our assemblies, still subduc
And render harmless all the Rakshasas;
And to the Cannibals no offspring give.

Be watehful to approach our sacrifice;
Indra and Agni, bless and guard our homes.

PRAYER.

Prayer may not comne to God's high throne
Save from a sounl full-bent,

They pray amiss who say their prayers
Without sincere intent.

Those only will receive, who rsk;
And asking, verily,

Betokens a felt need of gifts:
It is the beggar’s plea.

Those only find, who seek; and this
Means zeal and patience both;

A treasure -seeker will not yield
Himself to fear and sloth.

To those who knock, the door unfolds;
But entrance is denied

To such as, careless yet, or proud,
Stand listlessly outside.

Ask, seek, and knock; for such is prayer,
As Jesus once did teach,
The prayer which God our Father loves,
ke prayer which heaven will reach.

W. S. 8.
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THE SLAYER SLAIN.

CHAPTER XIL

Some time has elapsed since the reader last visited the house
of Koshy Curien. It is now a fino bright Saturday aftcrnoon fn

ay. The carly rains have fallen and given n brighter green
to the rich and luxuriant vegetation that surrounds the house.

The creeping tendrils of five hundred yams, that make their
way up the strings to the topmost boughs of the jacktrees) add
greatly to the charm of this Indian garden. While the bright
yellow flowers of the cucumber and pumpkin, as they, with less
ambition, twine about the roots and creep slong the ground,’
give variety, and prepare the eye to admiro the umbrella-like
shape of the uscful chana which rlses on its sturdy stem ready
to brave any storm. ’

Tlen there are the deep purple leaves and stems of the cheerah
standing in contrast to that green ridge of goorkas, whilst the
pretty little white flowers of the chillies look so innocent you
might casily fancy there was no heat or kecnness in them.
Still while we gaze and admire the elegant festoons of the climb
ing yam, or the massive vegetation that overtops the chana, ons
canriot but regret that the gay and lovely flowers which adomn
and beautify the homes of the bulky clepbant, and crecp round
the den of the fierce tiger, find no fostering hand in man. The
lovely purple blossoms of the Kakapoo, or the large pure white
of the Munda-Walli, seldom mcet with a gentle hand to trans-
plant them from the wilds of the jungle. The lovely trailing
convolvuluses, with their large lilac  fQowers, forming pillars and
arches along the bonks of our most beautiful rivers, and with
their image reflected in the clear stream, and forming o double
picture of exquisite lovelincss, are passed by unheeded. Oh!
why not» ye mothers and danghters of India, transplant some of
these gems of nature to your cottage doors, that the sweet
perfume of flowers carried Dy the refreshing breezes of the
morning may somctimes mect you as you rise from your cots,
ond lead your hearts in thonkfulness to Hlim, whose almighty
power and love is so wonderfully seen in the formation and
mechanism of a simple Rower,

But I am forgetilng the little group under the Mango-tree.

They had just come up from bathing, and the long black hair

of the three little girls hung loosely down their backs, making



232 The Slayer slain.

them look s modestly pretty as the Lttle flowers hid belind the
leaves. They were now cogoged in rubbing bright the massive
gold ornaments that enciveled their necks. .

The good old grandmother was there too with the baby on
lier lap, nnd clusters of bright flowers scattered and pulled to
pieces by the tiny busy fingers of the baby boy, who lay oo
his back kicking and screaming with delight, and cvery now and
then getting a poke under the ribs from one of his little sisters,
which increased his fun and caused him to roll over and lide his
little fat sides from their view. .

There was still another Agure whom we have not noticed be-
fore, wLo attracted by the laughing of the baby mow joincd the
happy litile party. It was George, Koshy Curien’s eldest son.
He was as tall as Matiam, buttwo years younger, and he had
“ow ome hommefor the holidays:” His featuires were not cast
in the same Deautiful mould as his sister’s, for they were moic
plain than otherwise » but there was an honesty of expressiont
in his eye, and a benevolence in his countenance you liked
to look upon. It had oftenattracted the attention of his tcachers
in contrast to the sly glancing downeast untruthful cyes of some
of hie class fellows, There was something manly in the boldness
with which he acknowledged a fault, or an accident, “I did it, Sir,
and- I am sorry for it,”’ was the only way he cver -attempted to
get out of a scrape. Ie looked with perfect contempt on 2 hoy
that had not courage to speak the truth; and once after hearing
one of his class fellows equivocate, and tell a few small lies,
which gave another colouring to the truth, he said “I despise a
lying boy, and I shall do my best to leave the class you aro
in”” He kept his word; in another month his ,grecat industry
gained him admission into the fourth class,and although he could
not reach the top, he gained the title of ‘the truthful Loy, and
carri¢d off one of the best prizes, “The Book and its Story.””

With this boole under his arm and a tame squirrel on his should-
er, he came and flung himself down near the baby and grand-
mother. There was a spark of fire and mischief in his eye, as
he placed his tame pet on the naked shoulder of one of his sisters,
which made them run laughing round the Mango-trec. Then he
chased them round the garden and as they threaded in and out
amongst the creeping yams, sometimes lost to view behind the
dark leaves of a coffce-tree, at another time rushing out justin
front of the pursuer, the air rang again with their merry shouts,
and neitber party seemed inclined to give up the game. Every
attempt to return to the Mango-tree only drove them further
down the garden, for there stood the saucy brother, blocking up
every available path, and menacing them by holding up the gen-
tle little animal which was causing them so much mirth.

The game however was suddenly  brought to a close by their
hearing & voice from the adjoining compound asking them to
stop. All eyes were dirccted to the spot from whence tho voice
came, and just beside them, on the other sido of the wall, stood
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8 venerable looking old man. They saw from his drets and cord
that he was a Brohmin, and on looking nearet they observed he
was quite blind. A gervant stood near bim with a plate of large
beautiful Mangoes, and when the old man found they were all
standing near "him, he commenced speaking; “My children," he
soid, “I often listen to your voices, and it is the only music ¥
now delight in. I have often tried to get you to come neat
cnough to speak to me; for I am a loncly blind old man, with
no child to call me father” Here large tears rolled from hig
sightless eyes, and the children all stood silent for a few seconds,
when the old man dashed the tcars away, and said with a great
effort, “I am a foolish old man! what should your innocent
young hearts know about sorrow. Hera are some fine ripe man-
goes for you; I thought they would all be gones before I could
get you to come.””

“Will you come nearer to the wall’” he said, “I want to give
them myself. Who is this?” he said, as his thin hand rested
on Mariam’s head; “and this, and this, and this?" as his hand rest-
ed on the four heads successively. “You must come agein and
see me, for I already feel the sunshine of your faces upon me.”

They said they would come again, and Mariam ventured to ask
how long he had been blind.

“Five years,” he said.

“And ‘have you been living in_this house all that time,’”

“Oh! yes, I was born here. Ilave you never seen me before?””

“No,” they all said.

“Thisis strange,” he observed, “for I have seen some of you
or heard you every day; ond as fricnds and relations have passéd
away, 1 have found at last that it was the only solace that was
left to me” This was said in a tone of touching sorrow; and it
bepan to dawn on Mariam's mind that elthough a Brahmin he was
o %eathen, and consequently had nome of the sweet promises of
Christinnity to cheer and soothe him in his blindness and old
age.
gshe answered timidly, and in doubt of the manner in which it
might be received, when she said; *“We are Christian children,
and we have been taught to love the Lord Jesus Christ, who
igthe Son of the great God, that made heaven and earth. I
wish you knew these things; then you would be happy and at

eace.”

P «Happy, my ohild,” he'said, “I have been in scarch of happi-
Dess :3 all my life. T have spent ten years of my life
in a pil s I have drunk of the sacred waters of the Ganges;
I have sat silent for months sindying the sacred Shasters, and
receiving the adoration of thousands, but I mever procured ome
moment’s peace. I returied a shattered old man to find mysclf
the owmer of this largo property, but without hope and without
peace.”

Marlam longed againl to ¢ the words ebout the Lord Jesus,
which he had sesmsed 40 wolve in the long repid amswer he had
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given to her gamark. Bhe however only said, *“Why do you listen
to our voices with such plensure, and why have ~ you not come
¢o our house sometimes, for my father and mother to speak kind-
Iy and cheer you?"

SAh! my child,” he said in great agitation, “yon know mo-
thing ofthe depths of misery that one human heart may carry
shout in it.” R

Mary felt sorry she had touched a chord which seemed to vi-
brate so painfully, ea she added: “May we come to morrow and
seo you ogain?” but immediately correcting herself she said, “‘no
we cannot come to-morrow, we Will come the following day.
To morrow is the sabbath.” .

They were preparing to make their enloams, when he saidr
*“You are Christian children, you say, and therefors must bave
learat to read?™

“Oh! yes, they eaid, *we can all read’”

“Then you have nice books, I suppose, with pleasant storiesg”

“0Oh! yes many books and pretiy stories too. There isa nice
story of a blind man called blind Bartimeus; should you like to hear
about it?" ¢Very much! bring it to me, my child; I have studied
the shasters, till they have become like 'a dry piece of wood,
and can get no sap out of them. Salaam, selaam.”* And the old
man suffered the gervant to lead him back again.

The mangoes were excellent; and the children returning more
elowly and soberly than they had come, enjoyed with oll the re-
lish possible the juicy fruits which had just been given to them.

*Oh! @Grandmother,” they all exclaimed as they reached once
more the mango-tree, *“we have seen such a strange men. Ho
i3 60 unhappy, and he is blind. He wears the three-fold cord,
gt he has no peace, for he does not know or love the Saviour.

e has given us mangoes, and snys he loves and listens for our
voices every day, and we are going again to sce him, and read
to him some of our stories. Did you know he lived there, Grond-
mother?”’

“Oh1 yes,” she said, “he bears the character of being a very
boly man; I am surprised he should allow you to come near.””

#Oh! but he wes not at all efrnid of pollution; he asked ug
to come near him; and he put his hand on our heads, and he
did it so tenderly, as if he were blessing us.”

I wonder if my father will ohject to our going agatn"’ said
Mariom. “I hope not, for I should like to see the old man bappy.
Just fancy if he were to become a Christian, like old Poulusa*

The old lady opened her eyes at this speech, and said she nee
ver heard of sucha thing a8 'a Brahmin turning Christian.

“Neither have 1,’* returned Mariam; *‘but if their devotion to
Brahma gives them no hope me comfort, why should not théy
turn to something which can give both hopo and joy here, and
everlasting peace hereafier? I think as soon ms the Brahmins be
gin to read and learn more of the truths of ecience and Christi-
anity, light will begin to gpread rapidly; even their very pride
will be of nse to them, for they will be ashemed to be amongst
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the lowest in tha scale of progress. They will feel compelled to
move forward by the very force of circumstances.”

Whilst this conversalion was going on, Mariam’s fingers were
busy putting the last finishing stitches into an embroidered
jacket which she was preparing for her mother. She looked
complacently at tho bright little scarlet star she was making at
the back, and turning to George, she said, “I don’t think you
have prepared any thing for our mother’s birthday present.””

George started at this remark, as if he had been asleep, "in
fact his manner and face seemed totally changed since he had
spoken to the Bralmin; and some deep thoughtful subject was
cvidently occupying his mind.

“Yes,” he said, “I have,”” and he eprang up, took three or
four leaps towards the house, and presently returned bearing in
his hand & pretty olloh fan.

“This,” he said, “is my work; even the dragon which adorns
the handle was cut by my knife.”

“How nicely you have cut it,” said Mariam, *if you are mot
St. George, you are at least George and the dragon.”

“Mariam,” said Gceorge in o low tone, “didjthat Barhmin's £ ca
remind you of any one?*

“*No! did it you?”

“Yeg I cannot forget it."”

#Who? tell me.”

«Our mother’s”

CHAFPTER XII1.

The Sabbath sun again shone on that family group. A litde
change had come over the sad face of Koshy Curien. The few
words thet the young reader had whispered to Mariam inspired
ber with o hope that the old slave would still be found, and she
endeavoured to create the same hopeful spirit in her father; but
when day ofter doy passed and no tidings still reached them,
hope again died within him, and he stood out to himself a vile
murderer. But other schemes were now engaging his attention;
and whether his conscience was perfectly at case or not, under
this new subject, remains to be seen.

The whole party were prepsred for church, and a'large boat
waited at the bottom of the steps _to take them. Mariam looked
Aelightéd to see her motlicr come out dressed in all the little pre-
gents that had greeted her on that morning. There was her own
embroidered jocket, with its broad band of coloured eilk round
the throat and wrlsts. There was her fathers, o costly head cloth
with a broad band of gold surrounding it. There was her grand-
mother’s, a fine cloth. Thero was the pretty litile fan in her
hand, and hidden amongst the deep folds of her cloth were the
tiny bead purse, and scarlet chuckram bags, of the two little girls.

She was a gentle loving motheg arith o character ylelding and
eubmissive to o foult; ond henog §he easily suited herself to the
changes apd caprices of her husbad. ¥f he was p Syriap qnd ats
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tended their services, she quietly went along with him; ifhe
went to the Protestant church, in which she had been brought
up, the same unopposing spirit was manifest.

She was much fairer than any of her children; and as she step-
ped intp the boat after them, with the bright band of gold glitter-
ing in the sun, she looked more like their elder sister than the
mother of such o family.

The subject of the interview with the blind Brahmin had been
well talked over, and created a great interest in oll; and it was
again renewed, as the boat glided on, by Koshy Curien pointing
out to Mariam the situation of his house and the extent of his
fields.

On the opposite side of the river wag another large estate, be-
longing to a very rich Syrian, which he fook especial pains that
she should observe; for what object Mariam had yet to learn.

George sat silent and thoughtful, oceassionally with a fixed glance
on his mother’s face. At length the boat stopped at the foot of
8 large flight of steps. Koshy Curien hurriedly stepped out.

“No, No! father,”” Mariam called out, *not here, father, you
promised’*—but her words fell unheeded, for he had expected
them, and thereforc rushed away to avoid their effect.

“My father i3 very careful in training us all up Protestants in
principle, but in action he expects us to be Syrians, or any thing
to suit his conveniemce. I late to act a lie”, and Greorge’s ho-
nest eye flashed angrily, as he utterrd these words:  “Hush1
George and Mariam both of you, you ought mot to oppose your
father, he has good rcasons for coming here to day.”” So the
party ascended the dcep flight of steps, two faces at lcast look-
ing unamiable and discontented. They reached the enclosed piece
of ground which surrounded the church, and entered the porch.

Here groups of men in loud and carnest conversation were scatter-
ed about. Here was one man driving a hard bargain for some
paddy; and as the seller refused to come to terms, it called forth
8 quarrel, and old and bitter words were again repeated. Others
pathered round, ond instead of attempting to quiet the disputants,
their own voices helped to inerease the uproar, till the noiP!c from
twenty or thirty voices became o perfect Babel. Olusters of women
were talking rapidly, and throwing about their arms, as some bit of
pleasant scandal met their car, with their mouths red with the
betel, and every now and then being obliged to get up'to empty their
fitlhy contents over the wall. Mariam observed her father in eamn-
est conversation with a man of some importance and respectabi~
lity. They stood at some distance, and took no notice of the
noise and clamour around. (eorge and herself stood alone mute
and uncomfortable, seeing pnin.fu%ly the sad state of irreverence,
which prevailed amongst these modern Syrians. The mother had
sat down in the chu.rc%—yard, and was talking to a neighbour.

#Do you Lnow on what we are standing?” said George, glanc-
ing down at his feet. “We are actually standipg od the graves
of our great grandfather and grandmether.” -
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:“Herc I can see their names.”

And there 15 just room for auother body to lic by their side.
Look, *said Mariam, streiching her feet over the space, *just room
for another.”

“Mariam, do you know for whom that spaceis intended?”

“No, tell me,”

“Ror you”, George said decidedly, “for you, Mariam, daughter
of Koshy Curien.” :

“For me 7—No, No, brother. I should notlike to be huried
lhere amongst these okl broken stones; why should I more than
You?"

“Because 1 shall he aman if I live, and T shall have a  will
of my own to choose for myself; but you are a girl, and you
can only submit to what others think and do for you; and Ican
forese¢’’, and he glanced towards his father and the stranger,
“that you will have to marry some body, you carc nothing a-
bout, and settle down into a betel eating, gossiping woman; or
you will pine away in loneliness and come to an carly grave.”

“Well ! I hope if it is so, you will sce that my grave is not
raade here; but let it be under the broad blue sky, where both
the sun and the rain will fall upon it, But you are mistaken if
you think I will submit quietly to what I do not like; my will
is as strong as yours, and it can resist.”® Here any onc well
versed in tho ‘science of physiognomy, could have scen that those
firmly compressed lips, and slightly distended mostrils, indi-
cated a mind capeble of much firmness.

A, few minutes afterwards Mariam felt her head-cloth rudely pull-
ed Dack by alittle fretful pinched-up looking woman, with her
tongue and lips red with betel, which caused her to throw her
head back, and stick out her chin every minute, in order to
allow her the power of uiterance.

She pushed ber fingers into the lobe of Mariam’s ea1, and stretch-
ed it to the full sizer «Itis too shor’” she said to Mariam’s mo-
ther, who stocd near; “shy didn’t you increase the weight of the
lead, jvhen she was a child; you must do it now, or they will
not hold the ornaments.” This was uitered in o loud coarse
voice, every three words being uttered with the mouth full of juice,
and the head thrown: back, and then interrupted by her going at
the end to emply it out over the wall.

Then she scized the knot of lair atthe back of the head,
“AR!L” she snid, “this is too small too. The head ought to have
been shaved oftener when she was o child. The first touch of fever
she has, it will ol come off, and mouth too, wlio ever saw such a
Little mouth; T never like little mouthed girls, they are always dainty
about their food.”

" Poor Mariam'’s mother stood most uncomfortably silent during.
this searching examination. It seemed wonderful to her, that her
child, whom she had always considered so beautiful, should have
so few charms in the eyes of a discerning Mother-in-law. Mariam
was ignorant what sll this could mean, at length light graduslly

E ¢
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dawned upon her, and shaking off the hortid women, she drew
her head-cloth closely over ler face, and rushed imside the
church.

“She has got a bad temper too, I can sece,” said the woman,
looking after her; “I have never a very high opinion of girls
that can rend. They never make good wives. Why did you
send her to school 7> This question was not answered, for just
at that time the priest made hisappearance and the people all se-
parated and entered the church.

CHAPTER XIV.

The litile party under the Mango-tree had no teacher that
Sabbath afternoon. Mariam complained of hcad-ache and fever,
and was shut up in her own little room. Her grandmother would
have heen with ler, only that also ‘brought the baby, and even
his voice disturbed her; so she begged ler to leave her, and to
keep the little ones away. Poor Mariam! Does any one doubt
her capability of intense suffering, let him enter that little room
and witness the Leaving of that little hosom, as sob after sob burst
forth. “Am I so soon to Jeave my home and my gentle loving
mother and to live with that horrid woman?”’ Mariam had very
undefined ideas about marriage; for the subject had never leen
mentioned to her; but she put her own constructions on- the
subject, and they were not far from the truth. The future hushand
came very little into the train of her thoughts, for she had never
scen him, and did not know who he could be.

But that thin peevish face with the red lips and tongue and
the harsh ringing voice, that had treated her so rudely in the
porch, that was the picture of her future marriage. “That woman
will want me to beat paddy all the day long, or sweep the com-
pound, and draw water, and clean the cooking-vessels. She will
never let me make the nice curries such as my own mother says
T make so well. She will never trust me to prepave the buttermilk,
such as my father likes so much. Then I shali never.baye any
time for reading, but she will call me idle, and hide my books,
whenever I sit down to read a chapler in my Bible. Then ona
Sunday I shall have to go gvith her, and wait in that dirty broken
porch, where worldly-minded men meet to quarrel, or make their
hard bargains, and where the women sit to chew betel and talk
possip, and where the priest teaches them to pray to a woman,
instead of Jesus the Lord of Glory. And then that beautiful
chucrl where I have worshipped so long, where we enter and fall
down in silence before the great God who made heaven and earth,
where no voice is heard but the minister's, as he calls upon us to
“Rend our hearts and not our, garments and turn unto the Lord
our God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of
great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.”” Shall I never hear
again the sweet words of invitatton from the pulpit, where the
minister in Christ's stead besecches us to come to Jesus O
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father, Oh! mother, Oh! Glod, I cannot bear this, better shut the
door of heaven at once against your poor child, than compel her
to be an apostate. It will kill me, T will not be married- Bitter
sobs again escaped from that childish from, but she tried to smother
them in the folds of lier cloth, lest they should be heard by others.
At length nature was exhausted, and she fell fast asleep. She did
not awale until the sun was setting.

The fever and head-ache were gone; so she arose smoothed her
hair and her clotl, and then went to the well and bathed her
head and face in cold water. No one observed her do this, so she
refurned to her litlle room to consider what she had best do-
A litile text which she had learnt at-school suggested itself to
Lier mind, “In all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct
thy paih”. Soshe knelt down by the side of her cot, and poured
out her little childish sorrows to her Father who is in heaven.
She asked carnestly for wisdom and guidance, that she might
only do what was right in his cyes. She prayed fervently too
for her father and mother, that they might be restrained from
sacrificing her happiness and comfort to mean sordid customs.
Her prayer was simple and earncst, and offeied in the name and
through the merits of Jesus; and ghe arose from her knees more
cheerful, yet with a greater degree of firmness and determination
in her step than she had entered that little room with. She would
seek her father, and plead with him. Yes, he had alwnys been
kind, he could not resist, he had often yielded to her wishes, he
had even Dbegun to take an interest in the slaves, and had built
them o school as a thank-offeving  for her being vescued from
drowning. OnL! yes, she would sit down ucar him, and take hold
of his hand and coax lim, he could not resit his own child. These
thoughts soothed her as she went out; und shelooked kindly on her
little sisters as they came running up to her.  She felt a little
disappointed to find Ler {ather was not at home, but however she
would sec him very early in the morning and then all would be right.

When morning came she did not awake so soon as she intend-
ed, and when shic came out she found her father had already
left home. Well, she could see him after breakfast, and then
she could see tell him all; so she Lusied herself in the cook-
room prepm‘ing the curries with pleasure and alacrity. Then they
all sat down to breakfast, her father looking pleased, and speak-
ing tenderly to her, but avoiding as much as possible letting his
cyes rest upon her.

Mariam went into the verandal first, and prepared to get her
bible; for since the visit of the native pastor, her father had not
opposed her earnest request to have morning prayers and the bi-
bfc read. She saw her futher coming towards her, and she knew
he would sit near her; then as soon as prayers were over she
would ask him to go into his little room; and her heart beat
rapidly, and with confidences that all would soon beright again.

But vain was the hope, at that instant the dogs set up a loud
howling bark. The mother and grandmother shut the door of
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the large room, ond remained out of sight, whilst the children
rushed to the cook-room, and Mariam and her father stood alone
in the verandah to receive the visitors. The dogs kept up aloud
incessant bark, so that whoever it was that was coming, they
were evidently hesitating until the dogs could be chained up-
Koshy Curien called loudly to the dogs to be quict, and fo
the servants to chain them up; and after some moments there
was a calm, as each noisy cur was dragged by a string to & dis-
tant godown. Then Mariam perceived the man, that had been
talking with her father the day before in the church yard, come
forward, and with him o young lad of about fifteen. The man
was about fifty, with a stiff grey beard, and small twinkling eyes,
looking out slyly from the cormer instead of straight forward.
He was of the middle bheight, and very fat, with a large new
cloth wrapped comfortably round his loins, and tucked up a
litle on one side. On his head he wore an ample amount of
clear book-muslin, which he unwrapped as ke came along and
spread over his shoulder. He had in his hand a large walking
stick with a silver head, and stuck within the folds of his am-
ple cloth a handsome gold embossed style, With handle visible
His appearance was that of a first class Syrian. He spoke in
a friendly manner to Koshy Curiep, let his little keen eye rest
a moment on Mariam, and then began to make a few observe-
tions about the house. He had not seén it before; he thought
the style was an improvement on the generality of houses. Did
his friend consider the chunnam floors healthy, or would it not have
been better to have had it of mud, and washed with cow-dung
every week? Then turning his face towards the house he observ-
ed the small railed windows in every room, which Koshy Curi-
en had had placed there for ventilation.

I cannot understand what these windows ave for,”” be said,
“They are too Migh to admit light; and I sce you have them
n every rom."

“I had them placed there’’, Koshy Curien observed, “to carry
off during the niﬁht all the impure air that collects where se-
veral people are sleeping; it olso ndmits fresh air. This simple
contrivance I am sure has been the means of keeping both my-
self and famil{ in good health; and I should Ee deligtirted to
sce it adopted by my countrymen.”

©] most think about it”, said the stout man, “I sleep very
badly et nights, indeed sometimes I can scorcely breathe.’

“Well, take my advice, let into your room a little fresh air,
and allow the impure to escape; and you will add at least ten
years to yonr life”, said Koshy Curien.

The stout man laughed and said he would try. And then they
both cntered the little room and shut the door-

N A}l btlhiu time Mariam sat immovable with her eyes fixed on
er hible.
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