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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, December 5, 2016, at 3 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

In the waning days of this 114th Con-
gress, we ask Your blessing upon the
Members of this people’s House, and
most especially upon the leadership. It
is on their shoulders the most impor-
tant negotiations of this Congress have
been placed.

They have been entrusted by their
fellow Americans with the awesome
privilege and responsibility of sus-
taining the great experiment of demo-
cratic self-government. Give them wis-
dom, grace, insight, and courage to
forge legislation that allows us all to
move forward toward an encouraging
future.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2016

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. KILMER) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———————

APPRECIATING MARINE LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL TRANE McCLOUD

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, sadly, this weekend marks

the 10-year anniversary of the death of
Marine Lieutenant Colonel Joseph
Trane McCloud, a former Military Fel-
low in my office, an American hero.

Trane served in the office in 2003,
promoting democracy and freedom. As
an Active-Duty marine, Trane provided
incredible insight into defense and na-
tional security issues. I am grateful
that I had the opportunity to work
with Trane, and it was a privilege to
see his firsthand dedication to the Ma-
rine Corps, but equally to his wife,
Maggie, and their three young chil-
dren.

Trane was tragically killed in Iraq on
December 3, 2006, when the helicopter
he was riding in malfunctioned and was
forced to make an emergency landing.
In an interview in The Washington
Post, Maggie described her husband as
“‘a man of character and honor,” words
that I know accurately describe Trane.

To his wife, Maggie; their three chil-
dren, Hayden, Grace, and Meghan; and
the rest of the family: You are in my
thoughts and prayers. His service will
never be forgotten. Trane lived up to
the highest ideals of the U.S. Marine
Corps, semper fidelis.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

For Trane, with General Jim Mattis,

we will achieve victory to protect
American families.
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GRANT FOR COMPOSITE
RECYCLING CENTER

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to talk about jobs and economic
opportunity for the region I represent.
In my hometown of Port Angeles,
Washington, we recently opened up a
new innovative center focused on com-
posite manufacturing. This composite
recycling center, one of the first in the
Nation, is already showing that the pe-
ninsula can be a hub for
groundbreaking innovation.

Just yesterday, they won a national
investment, a grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce, that will give
entrepreneurs the tools that they need
to take yesterday’s recycled parts and
turn them into advanced products.

It will also encourage the growth of
quality jobs in my region, investing in
local citizens so that they can build ca-
reers working with composites. This is
a terrific example, to use a Wayne
Gretzky quote, of local economic devel-
opers skating to where the puck is
going to be; and I want to congratulate
the folks back home. I look forward to
continuing to be a partner in the effort
to bring good jobs to our neck of the
woods.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE LA SALLE
LANCERS

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, last
night, my alma mater, the La Salle
Lancers, did it again. They won their
third straight Ohio high school football
championship. By the way, my brother
Dave and I both played for La Salle
back in the day.

La Salle faced a tough Massillon
Perry team in the championship game
for the second straight season. The
Lancers’ back-to-back-to-back cham-
pionships capped off a historic 2016
football season in which La Salle won
its first outright GCL South champion-
ship, and became the first ever three-
peat Division II champions in Ohio
playoff history.

I also want to wish one of La Salle’s
rival teams, the St. X Bombers, the
best in their quest to win the Division
I championship this evening.

Again, congratulations to all of the
La Salle players and their families, to
Coach Jim Hilvert and his coaching
staff, and to everyone involved with
the Lancer football program. You have
all made the entire Cincinnati area ex-
tremely proud.

Lancers roll deep.

————
WE WILL NOT END MEDICARE

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this is
Trudy Willis. Trudy and her husband,
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William, are lifelong residents of Mid-
dletown in my district in Rhode Island.
They have three children and four won-
derful grandchildren.

Like millions of Americans, Trudy
relies on Medicare to pay for her
healthcare needs. For Trudy, Medicare
isn’t an entitlement; it is a benefit
that she and millions of Americans
have earned and is a promise our gov-
ernment made.

That is why I am disappointed that
President-elect Donald Trump has an-
nounced he will appoint a Secretary of
Health and Human Services who wants
to end Medicare as we know it.

Let me be very clear. President-elect
Trump does not have a mandate to end
the guarantee of Medicare. He lost the
popular vote by about 2.5 million votes.
We are not going to let him kill one of
the most effective tools that seniors
have to live their retirement years
with dignity.

If Republicans bring up legislation to
end Medicare, we will stop this legisla-
tion dead in its tracks. We did it a dec-
ade ago when President George W.
Bush tried to privatize Social Security,
and we will do it again. And by doing
so, we will maintain the promise we
have made to Trudy and millions of
seniors across our great country.

————

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JOHN
KLINE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a
great friend and leader, Congressman
JOHN KLINE, who will be retiring at the
end of this Congress. He has served the
citizens of Minnesota’s Second District
in the U.S. House since 2002. A 25-year
veteran of the Marine Corps, he also
serves on the House Armed Services
Committee.

I have had the honor of serving with
JOHN KLINE on the Education and
Workforce Committee for 8 years. He
has chaired this committee as a great
advocate for education and how this
creates greater opportunity for all.

His steady leadership has navigated
Congress to successfully developing
and advancing legislation to improve
job training, elementary and secondary
education, career and technical edu-
cation, and so much more. His service
has truly made a difference throughout
our Nation.

In addition to serving under Chair-
man KLINE’s leadership, I have enjoyed
the privilege to share a weekly Bible
study with JOHN.

Thank you, and best wishes to Con-
gressman JOHN KLINE and his wife,
Vicky, for their service to the Nation.

——
ALLOW THE DREAMERS TO
SUCCEED
(Mr. O'ROURKE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause of the inaction of this Congress,
our President, in 2012, deferred action
on childhood arrivals to this country,
young boys and girls who were brought
here at the tender age of 3 or 5 or 6 or
7, who are now flourishing in our com-
munities and making this great coun-
try even better.

I call your attention to one of my
constituents, Claudia Yoli, who arrived
in this country at the age of 8 from
Venezuela, interned in my office in
2013, and now works for our great State
Senator Jose Rodriguez, and is making
El Paso, Texas, and America an even
greater place to live.

Unfortunately for Claudia, her moth-
er had to return to Venezuela in 2010
and, because of her status, Claudia was
not able to follow. Her mother died last
year, and Claudia was unable to return
to be with her mother in her dying
days and to grieve with her family and
be with them.

We owe Claudia and the 750,000 other
DREAMers in this country certainty;
and we certainly owe them something
better than what the President-elect
has promised, which is to terminate
this deferred action.

So I ask this body, I ask the Presi-
dent-elect, and I ask every American to
join together to make sure that we
allow these DREAMers to succeed, be-
cause their success means America’s
success.

————
HONORING EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE
DISPOSAL  TECHNICIANS WHO

MADE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, this
year marks the 75th anniversary of Ex-
plosive Ordnance Disposal in our Na-
tion’s Armed Forces, and their mission
is even more important and dangerous
today than it was 75 years ago. Today
I rise to honor two EOD techs who gave
their lives in just the past few weeks to
keep others safe from harm.

U.S. Navy EOD Senior Chief Petty
Officer Scotty C. Dayton, age 42, was
killed in Syria on Thanksgiving Day,
the 24th of November, 2016, in the ongo-
ing conflict in Syria against ISIS. He
died from wounds sustained from an
improvised explosive device. Assigned
to EOD Mobile Unit Two, Virginia
Beach, Virginia, he was operating with
Combined Joint Task Force-Operation
Inherent Resolve near the ISIS strong-
hold of Raqqa. He is survived by his
wife, Kristin; and two children, Hailey
and Cole.

EOD Chief Jason Finan, age 34, was
killed near Mosul, Iraq, 20 October,
2016. He also died from wounds sus-
tained from an IED. Assigned to Mobile
Unit Three, Coronado, California, he
was operating while deployed with
Navy SEALs, advising Iraqi forces in
operations against ISIS and retaking
the city of Mosul. He is survived by his
wife, Chariss; son, Christopher; and
mother, Gloria.
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As a Nation, we will be forever grate-
ful for the ultimate sacrifice both of
these men made in service to their fel-
low sailors and their country. In this
75th year of Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal, please take the time to remem-
ber the important role that EOD techs
play in our national security and the
risks they take every day to keep us
safe.

——————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
GIBBIE BUCHHOLTZ

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Gibbie Buchholtz from Zion,
Illinois. Gibbie has lived in Zion his en-
tire life and works tirelessly to bring
our community together. He works
part time as a cameraman for the Zion
Park District filming city council and
township meetings.

Gibbie has become a staple in the
community, documenting almost every
single event in Zion, from local park
openings to volunteer events at soup
kitchens, to police and firefighter
awards. He promotes events and special
moments that often go unnoticed, and
he recognizes individuals that go above
and beyond.

It has been an honor and a privilege
to work alongside him in the Zion com-
munity. Gibbie never asks for recogni-
tion behind the camera, and only asks
that people cherish the special mo-
ments with others.

Today I am honored to be able to
give Gibbie a little bit of recognition
for his great service to our community.

Thank you, Gibbie, and keep up the
great work.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Pursuant
to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 13 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
J 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DoLD) at 10 o’clock and 1
minute a.m.

——————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON 8. 2943,
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 937, I
call up the conference report on the
bill (S. 2943) to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 937, the con-
ference report is considered read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House in
Book I of November 30, 2016, at page
H6376.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. THORNBERRY)
and the gentleman from Washington
(Mr. SMITH) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
on the conference report to accompany
S. 2943.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself 5 minutes.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to bring to
the House the conference report for the
Fiscal Year 2017 National Defense Au-
thorization Act. Once the President
signs this measure into law, it will be
the 55th consecutive year in which
Congresses of both parties and Presi-
dents of both parties have enacted a de-
fense authorization bill.

I want to start by thanking the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Wash-
ington, Ranking Member SMITH. Not
only has he focused on what is good for
the troops and good for the country in
this bill, that has been his focus
throughout this Congress. It has cer-
tainly been my pleasure to work with
him toward that end. We do not always
agree on what is good for the troops
and what is good for the country, but
we always agree that that comes first.
Our work together has certainly been
productive, and I appreciate that op-
portunity.

Ranking Member SMITH and I have a
terrific team on the Armed Services
Committee; 63 outstanding members,
all of whom have contributed to this
product. I certainly appreciate the con-
tributions they have made that have
made such a large bill possible.

Mr. Speaker, this bill does good
things for the men and women who
serve our Nation in the military, and it
supports our country’s national secu-
rity. I want to just touch on a few of
the highlights, starting with the fact
that this bill authorizes spending of
$3.2 billion more than the President
has requested. Now, that is not nearly
enough, and my great hope is that the
new incoming administration will sub-
mit to Congress a supplemental request
that can really get about the job of re-
building the military, which is so es-
sential.
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The $3.2 billion, in addition to what
the President has requested, is focused
on people; and that is exactly what the
primary focus of this bill is. So, for ex-
ample, it provides the full pay raise to
which the troops are statutorily enti-
tled for the first time in 6 years; that
is in this bill. It stops the layoffs of
military personnel, which have been
going on, and, at least, prevents it
from getting any worse.

It starts to stabilize the readiness
problems that are making it more and
more difficult for our troops to accom-
plish their mission and increasingly
represents a danger to their lives.

It improves the military healthcare
system for the benefit of our troops
and their families so that they will
have a more consistent experience,
that they will get better care, more
convenient hours, and a number of
things that are in this bill.

In addition to the reforms related to
military health care, there are a num-
ber of very significant reforms in other
areas. For example, in acquisition, we
try to make sure that not only we get
more value for the taxpayer dollars but
that we are more agile in being able to
get new technology into the hands of
the warfighters faster.

We have commissary reform, which
maintains the benefit but reduces the
burden on the taxpayers.

We have the first comprehensive re-
write of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice in 30 years, and that is a big
part of the reason that this bill is the
size that it is.

We have organizational reform that
streamlines the bureaucracy and helps
reduce the overhead so more resources
can go to the front lines.

There are many items in this bill,
Mr. Speaker, from replenishing muni-
tions of which we have shortages to
dealing with the California National
Guard repayment issue that has come
up in recent weeks.

Other speakers will give more detail
about many of those provisions. I just
want to take this moment, first, to
thank the staff on both sides of the
aisle for their work in producing this
product. We have a unified staff on the
Armed Services Committee. We work
together to solve problems. And
through the ups and downs of the polit-
ical calendar and all of the other issues
that impact our bill, they have done a
terrific job in getting us to this point
and have served the Nation by doing
so. I want to express my appreciation
to staff on both sides for that work.

Finally, I also want to pay tribute to
the members of our committee who
will not be with us in the next Con-
gress for a variety of reasons. They in-
clude the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
FORBES), the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MILLER), the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. KLINE), the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. FLEMING), the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GIBSON),
the gentleman from Nevada (Mr.
HECK), the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. NUGENT), the gentlewoman from
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California (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ), the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH), the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. GRAHAM), and the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. ASHFORD).

I particularly want to thank Sub-
committee Chairman RANDY FORBES,
Subcommittee Chairman JOE HECK,
and Ranking Member LORETTA SAN-
CHEZ for their leadership and years of
contributions to the military of our
country. We will miss them.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

First of all, I want to say that this is
an excellent product. It was not easy to
pull together. It is a very large bill
with a lot of very important issues. As
Chairman THORNBERRY indicated, a lot
of people contributed to it. Certainly,
everybody on our committee, but then
many Members who aren’t on the com-
mittee in the House and, of course, our
friends in the Senate. We all worked
together and found a way to get
through the areas of disagreement and
to get to a very good bill, with the cen-
tral thought that it is our job in pass-
ing this bill to give the men and
women who serve us in the Armed
Services all of the tools they need to do
the job we ask them to do.

So I really want to echo Chairman
THORNBERRY’S comments and thank
our staff, first of all, for the out-
standing work that they have done in
putting together this product. I thank
the Members for their contribution.
Also, perhaps most importantly, I
thank Mr. THORNBERRY for his leader-
ship as the chairman of the committee.

I have been on this committee for 20
years, and we have had a tradition
from the moment I showed up and be-
fore then that this is a bipartisan com-
mittee that is focused on getting its
work done. Whatever the hurdles,
whatever the difficulties, whatever the
disagreements, we know how impor-
tant it is to produce this bill and how
important it is to our troops who are
fighting to protect us and provide the
national security that we need.

Mr. THORNBERRY has upheld that tra-
dition. We have had many chairmen in
those 20 years. They have all had that
first and foremost in mind. This is not
a partisan committee. This is a com-
mittee that works together to get its
job done. Mr. THORNBERRY has done an
outstanding job of that. He has cer-
tainly been an excellent partner for
me, and we even found a way to work
with the Senate and then made that
work. So I thank all of those people
who contributed to this.

Chairman THORNBERRY is also right. I
think that the most striking thing
about this bill is how much it does to
help reform the way things are done at
the Department of Defense. There is
much on acquisition reform, all aimed
at trying to get the taxpayers more for
the money they spent. Because the
chairman is right, as in many areas of
government, there are more needs than
there is money.
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What we have to do is try to figure
out how to make that money go as far
as possible. Acquisition reform is a key
part of that. We really struggled in the
early part of the 21st century with a lot
of programs that went overbudget. We
are still dealing with the legacy of
some of that, but very proud that, in
the last few years, that has declined, as
we have passed acquisition reform, and
as we have figured out better ways to
get things in the field, into service
more quickly, commercial, off-the-
shelf technology, more improvements
in our acquisition. That is critical if we
are going to be able to use the scarce
resources we have to the best of our
ability. So we put together an excel-
lent product.

Also, as Chairman THORNBERRY men-
tioned, we do have the full pay raise for
the troops that they need and des-
perately deserve. I will just close by
saying, I think, that is the thing that
you can really see from this bill. It
prioritizes the men and women who
serve in the military to try to make
sure that we provide for them, give
them all the training they need and all
the support they need so that when we
ask them to do something, they are
trained and ready to do it. I really be-
lieve that is the most important thing
that we do on this committee.

We can have many, many debates
about what our national security strat-
egy should be, where we should employ
our forces, how we should use them,
and what equipment we should provide
for them. But the one thing that we
have to agree on is, whatever we decide
the mission should be, we have to make
absolutely certain that we provide the
men and women everything they need
to be ready to carry out that mission
so that we do not send them into a
fight unprepared. I think we are doing
a very good job of that.

There are many challenges ahead, as
the chairman noted. We have a lot of
demands. We do not have an infinite
amount of money. So we are going to
keep working hard to try to figure out
how to make that money go as far as
possible.

Again, I want to thank all the people
who worked on this process. This, I
think, is an example of how Congress
should work, how legislation should
work, people working together, having
differences, working them out, and pro-
ducing a product that improves our Na-
tion and, in this case, improves the
quality of national security.

Again, I thank Chairman THORN-
BERRY. I think this is an excellent bill.
I urge passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. FORBES),
chairman of the Seapower and Projec-
tion Forces Subcommittee.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017.

I want to thank Chairman THORN-
BERRY for his leadership in bringing to
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the floor this National Defense Author-
ization Act and for his incredible con-
tribution to the national defense of
this country. I also would like to rec-
ognize the efforts of Congressman
SMITH, who is the ranking member, for
his dedication and commitment to get
this bill to the floor.

During the last 8 years, our military
readiness has been impacted and our
force structure has declined. For exam-
ple, naval aviation has only 3 in 10
Navy jet aircraft that are fully mission
capable. Aircraft carrier gaps in crit-
ical regions persist. Navy ship deploy-
ments have increased almost 40 per-
cent, and submarine demand continues
to outpace availability.

As to the Air Force, our B-1 fleet was
pulled back from the Persian Gulf this
year because of engine maintenance
issues and replaced with B-52s that are
over 50 years old. I think everyone
would agree that these are disturbing
trends.

It is obvious that we need to concur-
rently increase readiness and invest in
critical capabilities to ensure that our
Nation is capable of projecting force
and deterring conflict in the future. A
350-ship Navy is a minimal investment
in ensuring our Nation’s strategic pri-
orities.

I urge that our NDAA does a good job
in arresting our national security’s
general decline. With the increases in
force structure for the Army and the
Marine Corps and a 2.1 percent pay
raise for our servicemembers, these are
good first steps, but we have a long
way to go with getting our military
ready to defend our Nation. With the
election of President-elect Trump, I am
optimistic as to our ability to make
our military truly great again.

With this being my last NDAA, I
want to thank all the members of the
House Armed Services Committee and,
most specifically, Ranking Member
JOE COURTNEY. I have often said that
our Seapower and Projection Forces
Subcommittee is likely the most bipar-
tisan subcommittee in Congress, and I
think that Ranking Member COURTNEY
has been a resolute supporter of our na-
tional security. I will miss working
with him on a daily basis to improve
our Nation’s military.

Once again, I thank Chairman
THORNBERRY and urge my colleagues to
support the National Defense Author-
ization Act.

O 1015

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. COURT-
NEY).

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to offer my strong support for the 2017
defense bill conference report.

This bill is the result of extraor-
dinary work by Chairman THORNBERRY
and Ranking Member SMITH, who, de-
spite the extremely polarized environ-
ment of the 114th Congress, have man-
aged to produce two bipartisan defense
bills this year and last. The degree of
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difficulty accomplishing that feat can-
not be overstated. I congratulate them
both.

As ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Seapower and Projection
Forces, I am particularly pleased with
the final bill. Working together, the
members of our subcommittee pro-
duced a strong mark that makes im-
portant investments in new ship-
building as well as introducing new ac-
quisition reform that will strengthen
our Navy. Nine new ships are author-
ized in the final bill, continuing to
boost the numbers of our fleet that is
on a path to 308 ships by 2021. As the
Secretary of the Navy has publicly
stated, the Department is on the verge
of releasing a new naval force structure
assessment that will call for raising
that target even higher. Today’s bill
provides a sound footing to take on
that task with enough work in the
shipyards that produce amphibs, de-
stroyers, and submarines to go to a
higher level in short order.

To be clear, our subcommittee did
not just rubberstamp the administra-
tion’s budget. For example, the agree-
ment pluses up critical advanced pro-
curement funding for the Virginia class
submarine program to ensure that the
two-a-year build rate continues on its
current pace. Given the important role
that our submarines play in our Na-
tion’s defense, we cannot let that build
rate slip by underfunding advanced
procurement.

This agreement also authorizes a new
national security multimission vessel
that will replace the aging training
ships at our Nation’s maritime acad-
emies. This program is vital to ensur-
ing that we retain a maritime work-
force in the future, and this agreement
puts us on that path.

I am particularly pleased that the
measure also includes language that I
helped to author with Chairman
FORBES in the House bill to enhance
the National Sea-Based Deterrence
Fund. Our language adds new authori-
ties to the fund that will help reduce
costs in the Ohio Replacement Sub-
marine by procuring and building key
components in an efficient level-loaded
manner.

The Navy estimates that we could
save as much as 25 percent of the total
cost of the missile compartment alone
with this new authority. At a time
when we are looking to grow the fleet
while also meeting the multigenera-
tional commitment of Ohio replace-
ment, this approach to reducing costs
in shipbuilding is absolutely vital.

I want to conclude by saluting Chair-
man FORBES as he begins a new chapter
in his life. I have seen firsthand the im-
pact that he has made on our fleet, our
shipbuilding industry, and, most im-
portantly, the lives of sailors, marines,
airmen, and mariners touched by his
work, which has always been conducted
in a bipartisan manner. I thank him for
his service and express my hope that
we will see him continue his work in
these areas in whatever opportunity
comes his way next.
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I also want to salute the staff, and in
particular Lieutenant Commander Jon-
athan Cebik, who is a Navy fellow in
my office who is finishing up his duties
in the next few days or so. He did great
work in terms of advising not just my
office, but also the subcommittee.

I thank all the Members of our panel
for their hard work on this year’s de-
fense bill, and I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes’ on this agreement.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON), the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and
Capabilities.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I thank Chairman MAC
THORNBERRY for yielding. I am grateful
for his success in promoting peace
through strength.

I am in strong support of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act of
2017. Generations of my family have
served our Nation in uniform. My fa-
ther was a Flying Tiger in India and
China during World War II. I served for
31 years in the Army Reserve and
South Carolina Army Guard. I am
grateful to have four sons who have
served in the military overseas in the
global war on terrorism.

I know firsthand the positive impact
this year’s NDAA will have on our
troops, veterans, and military families.
After passing this bill, I look forward
to telling my constituents at Fort
Jackson, adjacent to McEntire Joint
Air Base, neighboring Fort Gordon, and
the thousands of veterans and count-
less families concerned about the safe-
ty of our citizens that Congress has
done its job, just as it has for the past
54 years, by passing a defense author-
ization bill.

In this bill, readiness is first, pro-
tecting our servicemembers overseas
and on training missions at home. Cy-
bersecurity is enhanced, protecting
American families and encouraging
public-private partnerships. We are
fully resourcing our Special Operations
Forces and providing critical support
to fight Islamic terrorists, including
counter-propaganda measures. We have
increased oversight by requiring a re-
port from the President on Iran as it
aggressively acts on ICBMs.

This bill is clear, if our enemies at-
tack our soldiers and American fami-
lies with new and unconventional at-
tacks, we will ensure our military has
the tools to respond. As chairman of
the Subcommittee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities, I am very
grateful as a military veteran and as a
grateful dad that this is a very positive
NDAA.

I would like to close again by thank-
ing Chairman THORNBERRY for his re-
markable persistence throughout this
year’s reforms. We also have been for-
tunate to have the visionary leadership
of subcommittee chairman RANDY
FORBES, who has successfully promoted
a vibrant Navy. I additionally want to
thank our ranking members ADAM
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SMITH and JIM LANGEVIN for their bi-
partisan manner. This bill will enable
President-elect Donald Trump and the

incoming Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis to establish peace through
strength.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.

Speaker, I yield 2%2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Guam (Ms. BORDALILO),
the ranking member on the Sub-
committee on Readiness.

(Ms. BORDALLO asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I com-
mend Chairman THORNBERRY and
Ranking Member SMITH and the com-
mittee staff who have worked many,
many long nights on this year’s defense
bill.

This conference report provides fund-
ing levels that work to address readi-
ness shortfalls, a process that takes
time and will continue to require sta-
ble, consistent funding. Unfortunately,
that is something that we are not af-
forded under sequestration and reliance
on continuing resolutions.

I also appreciated the efforts to fight
in conference for the provisions that
were important to the territory of
Guam. In particular, I am pleased that
the restrictions are lifted for remain-
ing water and wastewater civilian in-
frastructure projects, as well as for the
construction associated with the cul-
tural artifact repository, and that mili-
tary infrastructure projects were au-
thorized at the President’s budget re-
quest level.

I thank again Ranking Member
SMITH for working with me to get a
provision through conference man-
dating a review of distinguished Asian
American and Pacific Islander veterans
who may have been unjustly over-
looked in the Medal of Honor consider-
ation. We must never overlook the past
contributions of our brave men and
women in uniform.

To that end, I am also heartened to
see the inclusion of the Guam war
claims. It is time that we bring resolu-
tion to the people of Guam after 70
years and all U.S. citizens who have
suffered under enemy occupation dur-
ing World War II. We have advanced
this legislation this far in the past nu-
merous times, but I hope that my col-
leagues in the Senate will also pass
this critical legislation. Ultimately,
finding an offset for this legislation has
helped to bring resolution to the mat-
ter. The people of Guam deserve to
close this chapter in our history.

I look forward to this bill passing the
House as well as the Senate before
being signed into law by the President
later this month.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. TURNER), the distinguished
chair of the Subcommittee on Tactical
Air and Land Forces.

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017.

Mr. Speaker, consideration of this
important bill comes at a critical time
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for our Nation and for our military.
Under the leadership of Chairman
THORNBERRY, this bill, if funded, begins
the process of rebuilding our military
and restoring readiness back into the
force. The bill stops the harmful end-
strength reductions in our military
service and it begins the process of re-
versing this damaging trend in reduc-
ing our military capacity. I thank
CHRIS GIBSON, my colleague, for his ef-
forts in ending those end-strength re-
ductions.

The bill provides an additional $600
million to address shortfalls of critical
munitions. I want to repeat that. We
had to put in $600 million to address
shortfalls in munitions. That is how
much we are suffering in our military
in spending.

The bill also continues to address the
needs of the National Guard and Re-
serve components by authorizing an
additional $250 million for equipment
modernization for the Guard and the
Reserve. Additionally, this bill calls
for continued action to eradicate sex-
ual assault in the military by pro-
viding greater transparency in the
military criminal justice system. It
also acknowledges the need for inten-
sive treatment for male victims and
continues to address the critical issues
of retaliation.

This bill also includes important pro-
visions on the protection of child cus-
tody rights of our members of the
Armed Forces. However, it is impor-
tant to note that the military services
submitted over $22 billion of unfunded
requirements for fiscal year 2017 alone.
I had hoped we would be able to address
these modernization shortfalls, as we
did in the House-passed bill. This bill
falls short of the House-passed bills. It
is also essential that we begin to cor-
rect these funding shortfalls in the
next Congress. Currently we have a
lack of readiness and a heightened
level of risk.

I look forward to working with the
new Trump administration in regards
to an early supplemental request to
fully fund these requirements, and I
would expect that the House-passed bill
would be used as the minimum starting
point in order to start the process for
rebuilding our military and working
with our allies to create conditions for
credible U.S. deterrence. It saddens me
that we might pass this bill fully fund-
ing the military and then pass a CR
that underfunds our military.

Before I conclude, I thank our sub-
committee’s ranking member, Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ, who has truly been my
dear friend. She will be sorely missed.
I will miss her guidance and her friend-
ship.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Mrs. DAVIS),
the ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Military Personnel.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Chairman THORNBERRY and
Ranking Member SMITH for their lead-
ership during this process.
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The conference report includes many
provisions that will provide the mili-
tary services flexibility to recruit and
retain members of our Armed Forces
and to continue our commitment to
taking care of military families. One
provision I would like to highlight ex-
pands maternity leave for military
members up to 12 weeks in conjunction
with the birth of a child and authorizes
6 weeks of leave for the primary care-
giver in the case of adoption. For the
first time, it also grants 21 days to the
secondary caregiver for both the birth
of a child and adoption.

The conference report also begins to
reform and modernize the military
healthcare system by standardizing
military treatment facilities across the
services and increasing access for bene-
ficiaries. The conference report re-
forms TRICARE into an HMO and a
PPO system, but, unfortunately, it es-
tablishes a two-fee structure for the
next 50 years, thus creating an in-
equity in a defined benefit for military
retirees. I sincerely hope we can con-
tinue to work towards a better solution
in the future.

Although it is not perfect, this bill is
a necessary step toward ensuring our
servicemembers, retirees, and their
families continue to receive the best,
the most efficient, and the most eco-
nomical health care possible.

While I do agree with the increase in
end strength for the military services
in the conference report, I am still con-
cerned about how it is paid for, espe-
cially with a possible continuing reso-
lution until April. If the fiscal year
2017 defense appropriations bill does
not contain the $3.2 billion in OCO for
this increase, the services, particularly
the Army, may be forced to reprogram
from other critical accounts or give
pink slips to dedicated soldiers.

Lastly, I thank Chairman JOE HECK
for his 2 years of leadership and bipar-
tisanship on the subcommittee. His
dedication to working with me and
other members of the subcommittee on
behalf of our servicemen and -women
and their families is a credit to himself
and his values as a public servant. I
will miss working with him.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. ROGERS), the distin-
guished chair of the Subcommittee on
Strategic Forces.

(Mr. ROGERS of Alabama asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I commend the chairman for his
leadership in bringing the 55th con-
secutive NDAA across the finish line.
This legislation includes vital provi-
sions, such as a pay raise for our
troops, a fix to the end strength, and it
begins to address the readiness crisis
that is literally claiming the lives of
our men and women in uniform.

A special thank-you goes to my
friend, the subcommittee ranking
member, Mr. COOPER. He is a pleasure
to work with—Roll Tide.
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The conference report includes crit-
ical provisions resulting from oversight
of the Subcommittee on Strategic
Forces. For example, regarding the na-
tional security space, it enables a ra-
tional transition to the end of our reli-
ance on the Russian RD-180 engine.
The agreement prioritizes funding for
U.S. replacement of the RD-180 engine.
It rejects the Air Force strategy to pay
for three new launch systems to com-
mercial providers. In fact, the Air
Force should only hold its industry day
and take no further action until the
new administration has a chance to
conduct a full cost policy and legal
analysis. It gives the Air Force one
final opportunity to meet warfighter
requirements and bring order to the
Department’s space-based weather col-
lection program.

Concerning our nuclear forces and
nuclear enterprise, the conference re-
port prohibits funding for the adminis-
tration’s misguided proposal to accel-
erate dismantlement of retired nuclear
weapons, authorizes an additional $100
million in funding to help pay for and
address the massive infrastructure
problems and deferred maintenance
backlogs in the NSA, and gives the Air
Force one final chance to appropriately
prioritize the strategic missile warning
system.

Concerning missile defense, the con-
ference report restricts funding for the
Army’s Lower Tier Air and Missile De-
fense radar modernization program.
The chief wanted more acquisition au-
thority. The bill gives it to him, and I
expect him to use it.
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I am also proud to see the conference
report includes language to repeal the
cold war-minded National Missile De-
fense Act, which sought to limit U.S.
missile defense deployments. It pro-
vides full funding of the request of our
allies in Israel for $600 million for co-
development and coproduction of Iron
Dome, David’s Sling, and Arrow 3.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3%2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. LAN-
GEVIN), the ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats
and Capabilities.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I begin
by thanking Ranking Member SMITH,
Chairman THORNBERRY, and Chairman
WILSON for their tireless work on this
bill, as well as all the work on behalf of
the staff of the full Armed Services
Committee and my personal staff,

Kathryn Mitchell and Amanda
Donegan.
Mr. Speaker, there is a lot to be

proud of in the conference report before
us today. This legislation both provides
for the needs of our warfighters and ul-
timately takes strong steps towards
strengthening our national security.
The Emerging Threats and Capabili-
ties portion of the NDAA, which I serve
as ranking member of, first and fore-
most recognizes the importance of the
cyber domain. After careful consider-
ation, my colleagues and I came to the
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conclusion that the execution of cyber-
space operations and the readiness of
the Cyber Mission Forces warrants a
new unified combatant command, now
currently a sub-unified command under
STRATCOM.

The bill reiterates the importance of
transparency and regular updates to
Congress on cyber operations, internal
policies and authorities, and other rel-
evant issues and activities. This sets
the stage for creating a formalized
framework for oversight of U.S. Cyber
Command next year.

The legislation also formalizes the
relationship between the principal
cyber adviser to the Secretary of De-
fense and Cyber Command, aiding the
successful execution of their respective
roles and responsibilities. We have
come to realize how important these
distinctions are to both parties. Thus,
the bill clarifies the roles and respon-
sibilities of the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Special Operations and
Low-Intensity Conflict.

Now, on research and development,
my ETC colleagues and I strive to
champion innovation wherever pos-
sible, so this bill authorizes a dem-
onstration pilot program that allows
select DOD laboratory directors more
flexibility in the day-to-day operations
of their labs. This will ensure they can
use best management practices to ad-
vance science and technology break-
throughs with greater levels of agility.

As directed energy technologies con-
tinue to mature and may be ready to
be fielded in the near future, the bill
designates a senior official within the
DOD for coordination of directed en-
ergy efforts to reduce redundancy, le-
verage lessons learned, and advance
key policy considerations for uses of
such technology.

Earlier this year, the Global Engage-
ment Center was created by executive
order within the State Department and
tasked with coordinating U.S. counter-
terrorism messaging with our allies
around the world. This year, the ETC
portion of the bill formally authorizes
the Global Engagement Center and ex-
pands the scope of its mission to in-
clude countering propaganda of state
actors by permitting the DOD to trans-
fer funds to the organization. Mr.
Speaker, it is time we counter the dan-
gerous rhetoric both ISIL and Russia
are using to influence populations
across the world and here at home.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this legislation
continues to address the critical poli-
cies and programs within the scope of
emerging threats and capabilities. Be-
yond that, I am also particularly
pleased that this bill makes the nec-
essary investments in our Navy’s nu-
clear submarine force, the most surviv-
able leg of the triad. The Virginia class
submarine and the Ohio Replacement
class submarine are critical to our Na-
tion’s defense, and I am very pleased
that they are prioritized and properly
resourced in this legislation.

I want to again thank the leadership
of Chairman THORNBERRY, Ranking
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Member SMITH, and Chairman WILSON,
and I thank my colleagues for their
work on this bill.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN), the distin-
guished chair of the Subcommittee on
Readiness.

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I stand
today in strong support of S. 2943, the
National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2017.

First, I would like to thank Chair-
man THORNBERRY and Ranking Member
SMITH for their leadership here, and
also our Readiness Subcommittee
ranking member, Ms. MADELEINE
BORDALLO. I thank them so much for
all of their help and constant and tire-
less efforts in this endeavor. The ef-
forts behind the 2017 National Defense
Authorization Act were truly bipar-
tisan.

Mr. Speaker, throughout the year, we
heard testimony from all of our service
branches about the necessity to ad-
dress our military’s alarming readiness
shortfalls. Their accounts were sober-
ing, to say the least. We now confront
the maintenance, sustainment, and
readiness issues that we put off until
tomorrow. Today, we have the respon-
sibility of reducing the risk for our
warfighters by making sure that they
are well-trained and have combat-
ready equipment.

There are a number of provisions in
this conference report that aim to bol-
ster our military readiness. In addition
to the pay raise and increases in end
strength, this report directs several as-
sessments of the military departments’
plans to rebuild readiness, enhance ex-
ercises, and modernize training re-
quirements. It also provides for in-
creased military construction above
the President’s budget request. It pro-
vides the Department of Defense with
flexibility for hiring civilians to fill
critical manpower capability gaps, in
particular, at our defense industrial
base facilities: our depots, arsenals,
and shipyards. It increases funding to
the military service operations and
maintenance accounts, critical ele-
ments we need to do to restore readi-
ness.

None of these readiness provisions
were included arbitrarily. They were
specifically targeted to begin to re-
verse the decline in the readiness of
our Armed Forces and bring them clos-
er to achieving full-spectrum readiness
levels. That is an absolute must if we
are to combat and deter the threats to
our national security from around the
world.

Mr. Speaker, in that vein, I strongly
urge support for S. 2943, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017, and encourage my colleagues
in the House to support it as well.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2% minutes to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ScoTT), the
ranking member on the Committee on
Education and the Workforce, and who
also was enormously helpful with a
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number of different aspects of this bill.
I appreciate his help and support in
that.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2017.

I have the honor of representing the
Hampton Roads area of Virginia, the
heart of our Nation’s shipbuilding in-
dustrial base. I want to underscore my
support for the shipbuilding and ship
maintenance provisions in the bill, in-
cluding the language urging the Sec-
retary of the Navy to speed up the pro-
curement schedule for aircraft carriers
to ensure that our carrier fleet is not
again reduced to just 10 carriers. These
provisions will not only significantly
benefit my region, but will be critical
to our Nation’s security.

I want to particularly commend my
colleague from Virginia, the chair of
the Seapower and Projection Forces
Subcommittee, Mr. FORBES, and the
ranking member of that subcommittee,
Mr. COURTNEY, for their hard work on
the shipbuilding aspects of the bill.

As ranking member of the Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force, I am pleased to see that the final
conference report eliminated three
matters of grave concern that would
have adversely affected working condi-
tions for shipyard workers and employ-
ees of government contractors.

The first provision eliminated from
the bill would have severely under-
mined the workers’ compensation ben-
efits that many shipyard workers now
receive. A second problematic provi-
sion would have authorized taxpayer-
funded employment discrimination. A
third provision eliminated from the
bill would have significantly dimin-
ished the application of the executive
order on fair pay and safe workplaces.
This order will now remain in effect
and it will help level the playing field
so that those contractors who willfully
and repeatedly violate workplace safe-
ty, labor, and civil rights laws will not
gain competitive advantages over
those law-abiding contractors who
faithfully comply with employment
laws.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I want to
recognize the exceptional effort made
by the ranking member of the com-
mittee, Mr. SMITH, with the coopera-
tion of the chair of the committee, Mr.
THORNBERRY, to produce a bill that ad-
dresses the defense needs of our Nation,
but also ensures that workers are
treated fairly.

Before addressing matters of concern to the
Education and the Workforce Committee, |
want to underscore my strong support for the
shipbuilding and ship maintenance provisions.
| have the honor of representing Hampton
Roads, Virginia, the heart of our nation’s ship-
building industrial base. | strongly support the
conference report’s shipbuilding and ship
maintenance provisions, specifically language
urging the Secretary of the Navy to speed up
the procurement schedule for aircraft carriers
to ensure that our carrier fleet is not again re-
duced to 10 carriers. These provisions in the
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conference report will not only significantly
benefit my region, but will be critical for our
nation’s security. I'd like to commend Con-
gressman FORBES and Congressman COURT-
NEY for their efforts on this area.

As a conferee and Ranking Member of the
Education and the Workforce Committee, |
was pleased to see that the final conference
report eliminated matters of grave concern.

First, the Conference Report removed Sec-
tion 3512 of the House bill which redefined
“recreational vessels” across almost all stat-
utes.

The aim of this provision was to exempt
workers repairing vessels over 65 feet in
length from coverage under the Longshore
and Harbor Workers Act (LHWCA), such as
very large yachts and luxury watercraft. By
stripping injured workers of the protections
under LWHCA, these workers would have
been shifted into coverage under state work-
ers’ compensation laws. Many state workers’
compensation benefit levels are substantially
inferior to LHWCA coverage, especially in
states such as Florida.

Earlier this year, the Florida Supreme Court
found that the Florida workers’ compensation
law was unconstitutional because the duration
of disability benefits was so truncated and the
benefit levels so anemic that they did not con-
stitute “a system of redress” that “functions as
a reasonable alternative to tort litigation.”

Both the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL)
and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) opposed
Section 3512.

The DOL noted that Section 3512 would
“lead to uncertainty and foster litigation re-
garding Longshore Act coverage” because the
new definition of “recreational” vessel intro-
duced subjective criteria. For example, would
vessels with paid crews or which are leased
out for commercial purposes be deemed rec-
reational or commercial? DOL also expressed
concern that this “legislation will simply en-
courage employers to shift their employees
out of the more protective federal longshore
workers’ compensation system,” and into infe-
rior state workers’ comp coverage.

The Coast Guard noted changing the defini-
tion of ‘“recreational vessel” under Section
4301 of Title 46 (the Federal Boat Safety Act
of 1971) would have adverse impacts on
Coast Guard regulatory and enforcement au-
thorities.

Second, | was pleased to see that Impact
Aid has been preserved for Local Educational
Agencies consistent with past precedent.

Third, there were two provisions that ad-
versely impacted employee protections in the
workplace, which were deleted in the con-
ference report.

One such provision was Section 1094 of the
House bill, which was misleadingly labeled
“Protections Relating to Civil Rights and Dis-
abilities” authorized taxpayer-funded employ-
ment discrimination in every grant, cooperative
agreement, contract, subcontract, and pur-
chase order awarded by every Federal agency
doing business with a religiously affiliated or-
ganization.

Section 1094 would effectively nullify the
protections from workplace discrimination for
LGBT workers that were provided in Executive
Order 13672 (Prohibiting Discrimination Based
on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity by
Contractors and Subcontractors) that was
signed on July 21, 2014.

Further, the provision would incorporate an
exemption from the Americans with Disabilities
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Act that could permit taxpayer-funded discrimi-
nation not only against employees and appli-
cants who are not members of the same reli-
gion, but also against those who fail to adhere
to the organization’s religious tenets.

Accordingly, religious organizations in re-
ceipt of federal dollars could use their religious
viewpoint to: discharge working women who
use birth control or who is pregnant and un-
married; fire employees who engage in pre-
marital sex; deny employment or health bene-
fits to married same-sex couples that they al-
ready provide to married opposite-sex cou-
ples; or refuse to consider for employment
anyone, however qualified, whose religion is
inconsistent with the employer’s religious te-
nets.

Ninety-one religious, education, civil rights,
labor, and women’s organizations wrote to ex-
press their opposition in a letter dated August
25, 2016. The groups noted that: “effective
government collaboration with faith-based
groups does not require the sanctioning of
federally funded religious discrimination.”

| am pleased that the conference report did
not authorize religious employers to discrimi-
nate in hiring using federal funds. | want to ap-
plaud Senator BLUMENTHAL for his leadership
in helping to remove this provision.

In addition, Sections 1095 of the House bill
and Section 829-1 of the Senate bill would
have eliminated or diminished the application
of the “Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces” Execu-
tive Order.

This executive order requires companies to
disclose whether they have engaged in seri-
ous, repeated, willful or pervasive violations of
any of 14 long-standing labor laws, including
the Fair Labor Standards Act, the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act, the Vietnam Era
Veterans Readjustment Assistance Act, and
nondiscrimination laws.

Each year, thousands of federal contractor
workers are deprived of overtime wages, de-
nied basic workplace protections, forced to en-
dure illegal discrimination, and made to tol-
erate unwarranted health and safety risks.
Companies supported by and entrusted with
federal government contracts should be ex-
pected to represent the gold standard in the
American workplace.

The executive order aims to level the play-
ing field so that those who repeatedly violate
those laws do not gain competitive advantage
over those law abiding contractors who ex-
pend the funds and make the effort to ensure
full compliance.

Finally, | want to recognize the exceptional
effort made by Ranking Member SMITH and
his staff to work with the Education and Work-
force Committee to produce a final bill that
meets the defense needs of this nation and
also ensures workers are treated fairly.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GIBSON), a member of
the conference committee and a com-
bat veteran who has played a key role
in formulating this bill.

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of this conference re-
port. I thank the chairman and the
ranking member for their leadership.

This may very well be the most sig-
nificant piece of legislation to come
out of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee since Goldwater-Nichols. I say
that for five reasons:
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One, it reforms the strategic plan-
ning process, reclaiming Article 1, sec-
tion 8 responsibility for the Congress
with regard to providing strategic
guidance.

Two, it empowers the chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. I think this is
really important for unity of effort, ef-
ficient use of resources, and, quite
frankly, also for civil military rela-
tions.

Three, bold acquisition reforms; it
has been mentioned in terms of agility,
transparency, and accountability. We
bring forward major reforms here, and,
quite frankly, we are empowering the
services. This is some of the testimony
we received, and, in the process, we
have provided incentives and also con-
sequences for noncompliance. I think
this is all going to be good news for the
taxpayers who are counting on us to
get this right.

Four, decisive steps to improve readi-
ness. We are entering a new era, Mr.
Speaker. The drawdown is over; in fact,
we are increasing end strength. I think
this is really important.

On a congressional delegation trip I
led this summer listening to the com-
manders in the European Command, in-
cluding the Supreme Allied Com-
mander of Europe, this bill and all the
resources that come with it are going
to help strengthen deterrence. This is
also a good bill for NATO.

I mentioned resources. This was so
important to the Joint Chiefs and to
their senior enlisted advisers. They
said they welcomed the end strength,
but it had to come with the resources.
They did not want to hollow out the
force. We have listened and we have
done this.

Money for training; it is a very dan-
gerous business, and it is important
the training be realistic. We have rein-
forced the account for the CTCs, flying
hours, and the spare parts to come with
it.

Five, Mr. Speaker, the pay raise,
which is so justifiably earned.

I am proud of this bill. I want to
thank the staff. The staff on both sides
of the aisle are second to none, and it
has been a great privilege to serve on
this committee.

God bless this Nation.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, may I inquire how much time
each side has remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington has 13 min-
utes remaining, and the gentleman
from Texas also has 13 minutes remain-
ing.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI), a member of the com-
mittee.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the chairman of the
committee, Mr. THORNBERRY; the rank-
ing member, Mr. SMITH; and the mem-
bers, my colleagues, for an exceptional
piece of work here. This is an ex-
tremely important bill. I do support it;
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however, I do have some reservations. I
would like to speak to at least one of
them at the moment.

I want to bring to the attention of
the Members section 671 of the NDAA
concerning the ongoing bonus
clawback issue affecting thousands of
California National Guardsmen. While
I am pleased that a permanent legisla-
tive fix is one step closer to the Presi-
dent’s desk, I think some of the lan-
guage needs to be clarified further to
ensure that guardsmen are treated fair-
ly.
First and foremost, I have concerns
with the standard use to determine if a
guardsman’s debt should be waived or
not. The current language says the
DOD needs to produce a preponderance
of evidence to demonstrate fraud on
the part of the guardsman and with-
hold their bonus.

What does that mean in practice? We
are not sure. This is vague and subject
to interpretation. I believe this stand-
ard must be better defined, and we will
continue to work on that in the future.

I am also concerned about subsection
(c)(1)(B), which gives the Department
of Defense far too much leeway in de-
termining which cases warrant review.
Though Secretary Carter has pledged
to review every case, this gives DOD
the option of ignoring about 2,000
cases. That would be a problem.

Our job isn’t yet done. There will be
a hearing next week on this issue. We
will attempt to get further clarifica-
tion to protect those men and women
who accepted a bonus, went to war,
performed their duties, and are now
subject to a clawback. That should not
happen.

One more thing to bring to the atten-
tion of the committee is the strategic
arms portion of this bill, which con-
tinues a trillion-dollar project of re-
capitalizing our entire nuclear arsenal.
We should pay attention to that in the
future. It is extraordinarily expensive
and dangerous.

O 1045

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER), the
distinguished chair of the Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investiga-
tions, for the purpose of a colloquy.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman for yielding and
for his leadership on this bill, as well
as Ranking Member SMITH, and the
hardworking dedicated staff. This is a
great bill. It is a win for our troops and
it is a win for national defense, and I
fully support it.

I do want to also convey, though, my
concern about and the importance of
the Russell amendment, which passed
this House but was not in the final bill.
The attacks on this commonsense lan-
guage have been dishonest and grossly
inaccurate. The truth is that this lan-
guage uses existing Federal civil rights
laws to clarify hiring practices of reli-
gious organizations when they partner
with the government through grants
and contracts.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Religious charities are selfless and
crucial providers who often go where
no one else will go to help the vulner-
able. They resettle refugees, counsel
victims of sex trafficking, pray for sol-
diers in war zones, and comfort vet-
erans suffering from PTSD. The White
House has lauded these partnerships
with the government, and Senate
Democrats included a nearly identical
provision in ENDA in 2013, a bill which
most of the Senators publicly opposing
this provision voted for in the past.

We need to protect these basic rights
and preserve these vital partnerships,
and I look forward to working with the
chairman next Congress to address
these most basic of interests.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Will the gentle-
woman yield?

Mrs. HARTZLER. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to reiterate the importance of
this issue to House majority conferees.
For many years, organizations of faith
have been able to both contract with
the Federal Government and hire ac-
cording to their faith practices. That
has been especially true with religious
universities, chaplain services, and ref-
ugee service providers; yet executive
action under the current administra-
tion has created a direct conflict be-
tween the White House policy and
these longstanding legal protections
for these organizations’ religious te-
nets.

While the NDAA was always an im-
perfect vehicle for this discussion, ma-
jority conferees believe that these ex-
ecutive orders must be reviewed; and
we look forward to working directly
with the incoming administration to
address the concerns, not just for DOD,
but for the government nationwide.

I certainly appreciate the leadership
of the gentlewoman from Missouri on
these very issues.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1%2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO)
for the purpose of a colloquy with the
chairman, Mr. THORNBERRY.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the ranking member for yielding
and wish to engage the gentleman from
Texas, the chairman of the Armed
Services Committee, in a colloquy.

Mr. Speaker, let me first start by
thanking the chairman and the com-
mittee staff again for working dili-
gently with us to address a number of
provisions important to our territory,
our island, and U.S. posture in the
Asia-Pacific region.

I especially appreciate your support
for our efforts to address workforce
issues through the inclusion in the
House bill of a targeted remedy for the
H-2B visa denial issue particularly af-
fecting military health care and con-
struction projects on Guam.

Though the House Judiciary major-
ity and minority approved the lan-
guage, it is my understanding that the
provision was not included in the final
conference agreement due to concerns
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raised by the Senate Judiciary major-
ity. As we look toward next year, will
the chairman commit to working with
me to address this issue to ensure the
realignment of U.S. Marines to OKki-
nawa is not adversely impacted?

Mr. THORNBERRY. Will the gentle-
woman yield?

Ms. BORDALLO. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas.

Mr. THORNBERRY. First, I want to
thank the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Readiness Subcommittee for
her hospitality. I learned a lot about
the issue that she raises during my re-
cent visit to Guam. I understand the
workforce issues there much better, as
well as the unacceptable impacts it is
already having on our military activity
on Guam.

Our strategic presence there, Mr.
Speaker, and the U.S. Marine realign-
ment are critical national security in-
terests, and this issue must be ad-
dressed soon. We need to ensure an ade-
quate workforce is available to support
the current military presence, as well
as the activity associated with the in-
crease to come; and I look forward to
continuing to work with the gentle-
woman from Guam and with the Mem-
bers on the other side of the Capitol to
find an acceptable solution in the com-
ing year.

Ms. BORDALLO. I thank the chair-
man, and I appreciate that he took the
time to stop on Guam in October to see
and understand the strategic value of
our island and also better understand,
firsthand, some of the unique chal-
lenges. It was a real honor, his visit,
for the people of Guam, and I thank
both the chairman and our Ranking
Member SMITH for their assistance.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. HECK), the distinguished
chair of the Military Personnel Sub-
committee.

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in strong support of the conference
report to S. 2943, the National Defense
Authorization Act of 2017.

This conference report contains sig-
nificant policy and funding priorities
to continue our commitment to main-
taining the readiness of our military
personnel and their families.

Included in this conference report are
many important initiatives:

Specifically, it provides a fully fund-
ed pay raise. This is the largest pay
raise for our military in the last 5
years and the first full pay raise in 4
years. After 3 years of lower pay raises
than allowed by law, it is time that we
give our troops and their families the
pay increase they deserve.

It stops the troop reductions in our
Armed Forces, thereby increasing read-
iness, while reducing the stress and
strain on our force and their families.

It reforms the military health sys-
tem to ensure that we have a ready
medical force and a medically ready
force, while providing a quality
healthcare benefit valued by its bene-
ficiaries.
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It modernizes the Uniform Code of
Military Justice to improve the sys-
tem’s efficiency and transparency,
while also enhancing victims’ rights.

It reforms the commissary system in
a way that preserves this valuable ben-
efit, while also improving it so that the
system remains an excellent value for
the shoppers and a good value for tax-
payer dollars.

In conclusion, I want to thank the
ranking member, the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. DAVIS), for her
contributions and support in this proc-
ess. It has truly been an honor and a
pleasure to work with her.

I also want to thank the sub-
committee members and offer my sin-
cere appreciation for the hard work
and dedication of the subcommittee
staff.

Lastly, I want to thank the chair-
man, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
THORNBERRY), for his support and for
entrusting me with the great privilege
and honor of chairing this sub-
committee.

I strongly urge my colleagues to sup-
port the conference report to S. 2943.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the ranking member, and I rise
in support of the conference report to
S. 2943, the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2017.

This act is designed to meet the
threats we face today as well as in the
future, and I thank the chairman of the
committee from Texas, as well as the
ranking member from Washington,
both having worked together in this
enormous task to be able to defend our
Nation.

The results of our work here today
will reflect our strong commitment to
ensure the men and women of our
armed services receive the benefits and
support that they deserve for their
faithful service. Building on these ef-
forts, this bill contains initiatives de-
signed to provide resources and support
for these men and women.

This legislation recognizes the re-
ality that we live in a dangerous world
where threats are not always easily
identifiable and our enemies are not
bound by borders. Confronting this
type of enemy deserves a well-pre-
pared, ready military, which I strongly
support.

Mr. Speaker, I am delighted and very
pleased that the work that we did to-
gether with the chairman and the
ranking member, amendments that I
offered, are in this legislation:

The Jackson Lee amendment ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regard-
ing the importance of increasing the
effectiveness of NORTHCOM in ful-
filling its critical mission of protecting
the U.S. homeland in the event of war,
and to provide support to local, State,
and Federal authorities that we work
with all the time in times of national
emergency.
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The Jackson Lee amendment calling
for a report on American efforts to
combat Boko Haram in Nigeria and the
countries in the Lake Chad region by
way of provision of technical training
and evidence-gathering strategies, to
name a few. Having gone to the region,
having been dealing with the missing
Chibok girls for, now, some 4 years
plus, we know devastation there.

The Jackson Lee amendment requir-
ing the Department of Defense to con-
duct outreach programs to assist
small-business concerns owned and
controlled by women, veterans, and so-
cial and economic minorities.

And the Jackson Lee amendment re-
quiring annual report to Congress list-
ing the most common grounds for sus-
taining protests including and relating
to bids.

This is important to pass this legisla-
tion, Mr. Speaker.

And let me just personally thank the
gentleman from Washington for always
welcoming Members and the ideas and
needs that they have for their districts,
but also for this Nation. We are better
for it, and we are better that we are
preparing the men and women of the
United States military to keep them
safe.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of the Con-
ference Report to S. 2943, the “National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017.”

The National Defense Authorization Act is
designed to meet the threats we face today as
well as into the future.

The results of our work here today will re-
flect our strong commitment to ensure that the
men and women of our Armed Services re-
ceive the benefits and support that they de-
serve for their faithful service.

Building on our efforts from previous years,
this bill contains a number of initiatives de-
signed to provide the resources and support
needed for the men and women who keep our
nation safe.

This legislation recognizes the reality that
we live in a dangerous world, where threats
are not always easily identifiable, and our en-
emies are not bound by borders.

Confronting this unique type of enemy re-
quires unique capabilities.

As we have seen time and time again, our
military has the ability to track down violent
extremists who wish to do our country harm,
regardless of where they reside.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased that four of my
amendments adopted during House consider-
ation of the NDAA are included in the final leg-
islation or in language in the accompanying
report:

1. Jackson Lee Amendment expressing the
sense of Congress regarding the importance
of increasing the effectiveness of the Northern
Command (“NORTHCOM?”) in fulfilling its crit-
ical mission of protecting the U.S. homeland in
the event of war and to provide support to
local, state, and federal authorities in limes of
national emergency or in the event of an inva-
sion.

2. Jackson Lee Amendment calling for a re-
port on American efforts to combat Boko
Haram in Nigeria and the countries in the
Lake Chad Basin, by way of provision of tech-
nical training and evidence gathering strate-
gies to name a few.
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3. Jackson Lee Amendment requiring the
Department of Defense to conduct outreach
program to assist small business concerns
owned and controlled by women, veterans,
and socially and economically minorities.

4. Jackson Lee Amendment requiring an-
nual report to Congress listing the most com-
mon grounds for sustaining protests relating to
bids for contracts.

The passing of this bill today brings us one
step closer to enacting the 54th consecutive
National Defense Authorization Act.

This particular bill is seen as the gold stand-
ard for Congressional bipartisanship and
transparency.

Despite disagreements on key issues, Mem-
bers have not failed to reach consensus on
behalf of our fighting men and women.

| am proud of the work we have done here
today.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. WENSTRUP), a valued member
of the committee.

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of the conference re-
port to accompany S. 2943, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2017. Congress has upheld
its constitutional duty to ‘‘provide for
the common defense’ by passing the
NDAA 55 years in a row, and I am look-
ing forward to making this the 56th.

This bipartisan bill contains a num-
ber of vitally important provisions to
support our troops deployed overseas,
stop the dangerous drawdown of the
military, and begin rebuilding our
force for the future. It increases the
end strength of our Armed Forces,
gives our troops a substantial pay
raise, and maintains restrictions on
the administration’s ability to bring
terrorist detainees from Guantanamo
to U.S. soil.

One provision I am particularly
proud of is the Joint Trauma Edu-
cation and Training Directorate. Too
often we take for granted the readiness
of our military healthcare teams, doc-
tors, and surgeons when, in reality,
their skills and knowledge are earned
through work in grueling, dangerous
conditions and must be maintained
through frequent practice.

The Joint Trauma Education and
Training Directorate will support part-
nerships, allowing military trauma
surgeons and physicians to embed
within civilian trauma centers to treat
critically injured patients, maintain-
ing medical readiness and
deployability for future armed con-
flicts. By connecting the Department
of Defense with civilian hospitals,
these partnerships will serve the needs
of our military medical professionals
and our local communities, to the ben-
efit of the whole Nation.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important bill.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE).

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank our ranking member for yielding
and for his tremendous leadership on so
many of these very critical issues.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise, though, in strong
opposition to the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, which would authorize
another $618 billion in spending to our
already out-of-control defense budget.
It would also expand funding for wars
that Congress has never debated. Once
again, my Republican colleagues have
used an off-the-books spending gim-
mick to further expand the already-
bloated Pentagon budget.

Enough is enough. Instead of writing
blank checks to the Pentagon, Con-
gress needs to live up to its constitu-
tional obligation to debate matters of
war and peace. We need to rip up the
2001 blank check for endless war. We
need to stop funding wars without end,
with no debate on the costs and con-
sequences to our troops or to the
American people.

Mr. Speaker, I do have to say that I
am pleased that my amendment, which
I coauthored with my good friend Con-
gressman BURGESS, to report on the
audit-readiness of the Pentagon, that
amendment passed, but much work re-
mains.

So I call on our Speaker to act to
bring some accountability to Pentagon
spending and to bring forth an author-
ization to use force to support or op-
pose these new wars. We need to do our
job.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’” on
this bill and reject this wasteful spend-
ing.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. STEFANIK), the dis-
tinguished vice chair of the Sub-
committee on Readiness.

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong support for
the FY17 NDAA conference report.

I want to first thank Chairman
THORNBERRY for his dedication and
continuous support for our troops and
for his leadership during the con-
ference committee process.

I am proud to support this critical
bill that truly hits home for my dis-
trict and for our brave men and women
in uniform across our great Nation. My
district is the proud home of Fort
Drum, and this bill provides for the on-
going combat operations where troops
from the 10th Mountain Division con-
tinue to selflessly serve. It also fully
supports our Navy’s nuclear commu-
nity, from operational capabilities, to
nuclear training sites at Ballston Spa,
New York.
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One of the most important provisions
is a full 2.1 percent pay raise for our
troops—to our Nation’s dedicated and
brave servicemembers who risk it all
to provide us with protection and secu-
rity—and to their loved ones who are
anxiously awaiting their return.

This bill also prevents a possible
readiness crisis by investing in our
military personnel and preserving their
expertise.

In order for our military to continue
its superiority in any battlefield and
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through countless combat deploy-
ments, this bill ends the misguided
drawdown of troops. It ensures we have
the land forces end strength to face the
world’s challenges and protect our Na-
tion.

Every day I am grateful and humbled
to represent so many brave men and
women in uniform and their resilient
loved ones. I encourage all of my House
colleagues to vote in support of this
vital bill.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, may I inquire how much time
is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington has 6% min-
utes remaining. The gentleman from
Texas has 62 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further speakers,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from Arizona (Ms. MCSALLY) who is a
very valued member of our Armed
Services Committee.

Ms. MCcSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the NDAA. I
thank Chairman THORNBERRY for his
leadership on this issue and being a
member of that committee.

As a retired Air Force colonel and A-
10 pilot, I am deeply troubled by the
dangerous atrophying of our military
in recent years. For example, we once
had 134 fighter squadrons. Today we
have 55. We had 946,000 total force mili-
tary and civilian airmen, and now we
are down to 660,000 We are short 700
fighter pilots, 4,000 maintainers, and
critical munitions. Yet the world isn’t
getting any safer.

This bill takes crucial steps to re-
verse the readiness crisis and helps en-
sure our military has the training,
manpower, and resources they need to
keep us safe. It increases end strength
and funds the weapons systems we need
to take on ISIS and other emerging
threats, such as the Tomahawk mis-
sile.

It fully protects the mighty A-10
Warthog, our best close air support
asset. It includes critical language 1
authored to require a fly-off between
the A-10 and the F-35 before a single A—
10 can be retired. It fully funds the EC-
130H Compass Call, the Air Force’s
only dedicated electronic warfare
asset. It fully funds the vital missions
we need for the future, like cyber, in-
telligence, and electronic warfare—all
of which are housed at Fort Huachuca
in my district.

I am proud to have worked on the
committee with Chairman THORNBERRY
and Chairman MCCAIN on these impor-
tant issues. I want to thank them for
their leadership. I urge my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to support
this critical bill and support our
troops.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 12 minutes to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) who is the dis-
tinguished chair of the House Com-
mittee on Small Business, which has
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made a number of contributions to this
conference report.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I also rise
in strong support of this conference re-
port because it provides for our na-
tional defense and also supports Amer-
ica’s small businesses. As was men-
tioned, as chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Small Business, I have seen
firsthand just how vital small busi-
nesses are in providing the Department
of Defense with the goods and services
it needs in a cost-effective and efficient
manner.

Also included within this conference
report are contracting reforms which
will provide small businesses with
greater access to defense contracting
opportunities, as well as extend such
important programs as the SBIR and
the STTR research programs.

Finally, this conference report calls
on agencies to provide cybersecurity
resources to small businesses to pro-
tect themselves from cyber attacks
which are becoming a greater and
greater threat to businesses all across
this country and really all across the
world.

I want to thank Chairman THORN-
BERRY for his hard work and his leader-
ship. He has done a tremendous job in
getting this crucial legislation finally
across the finish line. I also want to
thank all the members of the Small
Business Committee. Many of the
small business provisions included
within this report came out of our
committee with strong—if not unani-
mous—bipartisan support. Working to-
gether through regular order, we have
been able to strengthen the small busi-
ness industrial base which is so funda-
mental to the health of our Nation as a
whole.

Mr. Speaker, again, I want to thank
all the members of Mr. THORNBERRY’S
committee for their hard work on this.
It is really a job well done.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further speakers other than
myself to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time.

I just want to make three issues, and
some of them were raised during the
course of the debate. First of all, I like
a lot of what is in this bill. I think it
is also important what is not in this
bill. There were a number of issues
that were extraneous to the actual
business of national security that had
been put in by one side or the other
that, in conference, we were able to re-
move. One of the most prominent ones
was one that was raised earlier, the so-
called Russell amendment having to do
with the ability of companies and busi-
nesses that are receiving government
contracts to discriminate. I was very
much opposed to the Russell amend-
ment. I am happy that we agreed to
take it out.

I just want to explain a little bit ex-
actly what it is because it is really
rather simple. All the President ac-
complished in this is that there already
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is an executive order saying: if you do
business with the Federal Government,
then you cannot discriminate against
certain classes of people. I don’t re-
member all the different classes, but
certainly one of the big ones is you
can’t discriminate based on race. So in
other words, if your religious tenets
are racist—say, for instance, you don’t
like Black people and don’t employ
them and don’t want to do business
with them—we, as the Federal Govern-
ment, have decided that that is not ac-
ceptable, and we will not allow you to
do business with the Federal Govern-
ment.

All this executive order did was add
the LGBT community to those pro-
tected classes. So, basically, what we
are saying is: not only is it not accept-
able to be racist, but it is also not ac-
ceptable to be homophobic. I com-
pletely agree with that, and I would
hope our country would get to the
place where it would agree with that as
well; that if you feel that you must dis-
criminate against people simply based
on their sexual preference, then we are
not going to do business with you. That
is a policy that, I think, we should
have. That is what the executive order
does.

To reverse that in the Defense bill, I
think, would be an abomination, par-
ticularly since we have made such
progress within the Department of De-
fense. We have finally gotten rid of
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell so that gay and
lesbian people can serve openly in the
military. They have served in the mili-
tary for decades, and now they are al-
lowed to serve openly. We have re-
cently allowed transgender people to
serve openly as well, which I think is a
tremendous step forward. The Russell
amendment would take us back.

So, again, I really want to emphasize
that all the executive order does is say
that it is not all right to be racist and
it is also not all right to be
homophobic. I think that is a principle
that we should stand for as a country.

I want to further add that even with-
in that executive order, there are many
exceptions that already exist. Now,
even though I am a lawyer, and even
though lawyers have tried to explain
this to me, I don’t fully understand all
those exceptions, but religious groups
are allowed to discriminate based on
the tenets of their belief within the ex-
isting executive order that was already
passed. So even though the people who
were pushing the Russell amendment
already have what they want—even
though, in my opinion, they
shouldn’t—there is no need to further
emphasize the fact that we are going to
allow people who do contract with the
Federal Government to discriminate
against the LGBT community. I think
that is basically wrong and should not
be allowed.

The second point I want to make is
on the money. We have heard over and
over again about how underfunded ev-
erything is, and I get that. But we are
spending $619 billion on the Depart-
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ment of Defense—far and away more
money than any other country in the
world, and we have been spending more
money on defense for decades than any
other country in the world. We ought
to be able to build a military that can
protect our national security interests
for that amount of money, and not
only should we be able to, we are going
to have to because we are $19 trillion in
debt. I forget exactly what the deficit
is this year, but it is somewhere in the
$500- to $600-billion range.

We have a President coming into of-
fice who is promising trillions of dol-
lars in additional tax cuts. We also
have a crumbling infrastructure in this
country, and it is just as important
that we maintain the strength of our
country at home—that we have a
transportation infrastructure, an edu-
cation infrastructure, and a research
infrastructure that continues to make
us as strong as it is and that we have
a national security apparatus that will
protect our interests abroad. If we
spend all of our money in tax cuts and
defense, then we will wind up with a
very hollow country.

We have got to make some tough
choices going forward, and I believe
that we can meet our national security
needs, frankly, for less money than we
spend. There are greater efficiencies;
there are programs that we don’t need
to continue with.

Those are the choices that we are
going to have to make in the years
ahead because right now we are plan-
ning on more programs and more na-
tional security than we could possibly
have money for in the next decade. We
cannot continue to duck the tough
choices that get us a national security
apparatus and a Department of Defense
that we can actually afford that also
provides for our national security.

Lastly, I just want to close where I
started and say that the product of this
bill—I don’t know how many pages it is
this year, but it is a lot—requires a lot
of work, and the people you see sitting
behind us are the staff that do that
work tirelessly night after night. It is
a yearlong process to put it together
and to negotiate with the Senate to get
there. We have the most outstanding
staff that I can imagine. I want to
make sure that we thank them for that
incredible work that they do, not just
for us but for the men and women who
serve in the military.

Again, I want to thank Chairman
THORNBERRY. We work in a bipartisan
manner on this committee, and, as
many of you are aware, that is not
easy. I have been here 20 years, and the
country and this place have suddenly
become more partisan. It has become
more and more difficult to do any-
thing, to pass any kind of bill where
Democrats and Republicans actually
work together.

The National Defense Authorization
Act is a shining example of the way the
legislative process should work, and
many people are to thank for that, but
it all starts with the chairman. It all
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starts with Mr. THORNBERRY and also
with Senator MCCAIN on the other side
being dedicated to the principle, num-
ber one, of bipartisanship—of working
together—and, number two, to the ab-
solute commitment that we will get
our job done. Sometimes it takes until
December. I think we went all the way
up to December 16 a couple of years
ago, so we are way ahead of schedule
this year by those standards. Some-
times it takes a long time, but we al-
ways get it done, and it is a credit to
those chairmen that we do.

Mr. Speaker, again, I urge passage of
this very important bill, and I thank
the chairman again for his great work
and all the staff for the work they did
to make this possible.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I completely agree with
the distinguished ranking member that
to produce this bill requires a great
deal of effort by a number of people,
starting with him, other members of
the committee, and other Members of
the House. It is also essential that our

staff, who support our work, be
thanked, and he has done a great job of
doing that.

I agree with him also about the lead-
ership of Senator JOHN MCCAIN, a man
who, I think, is unique in the country’s
military history at this point. His lead-
ership, along with the ranking mem-
ber, Senator JACK REED, has been obvi-
ously essential, not only in this bill
but in Congress being able to fulfill its
constitutional responsibilities.

I know there are disappointments
with this bill, Mr. Speaker. There are
things that people would like to see in
here, a lot of them not really core de-
fense issues, but those matters had to
be dropped to get this bill to this point.

I am confident that the new adminis-
tration will review the executive orders
that the ranking member was talking
about and that those unconstitutional
restrictions on the First Amendment
will be reviewed, modified, or repealed.
All of that facilitated getting this bill
before us today.

I am also hopeful that the new ad-
ministration will send us a supple-
mental request, because there are des-
perately needed modernization items
from ships, airplanes, munitions, and
other things that are not authorized in
this bill but are needed desperately by
our troops. So I hope—and I expect—
that we will do better in the coming
year to, again, fulfill our responsibil-
ities under the Constitution.

Mr. Speaker, I would just end with
this: I believe the first job of the Fed-
eral Government is to defend the coun-
try. The Constitution puts specific re-
sponsibilities on our shoulders to raise,
support, provide, and maintain the
military forces of the United States.
The most important part of that re-
sponsibility deals with the people, and
this bill, if it is nothing else, supports
the men and women who volunteer to
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risk their lives to defend us and protect
our freedoms. For that reason alone, it
deserves the support of every Member
of the House. I hope it will receive that
support.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today |
voted against the Conference Report to Ac-
company S. 2943, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2017
(Roll No. 600). Though the legislation contains
several provisions that | support, and | com-
mend the House and Senate Armed Services
Committee for tackling some difficult issues, |
am concerned about many components of the
bill, including the continued use of a budgetary
gimmick to avoid making the tough decisions
we need to make about our defense spending.

This NDAA includes $67.8 billion in Over-
seas Contingency Operations (OCO) funding,
which isn’t subject to budget caps, and $8.3
billion of this funding would go to base de-
fense budget operations. Congress and the
Administration should not be able to use the
account, initially used to fund the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, to pad their budgets in an
era of fiscal uncertainty. The legislation also
keeps intact funding for several unnecessary
and outdated weapons programs and includes
extraneous funding, unsolicited by the Navy,
for an amphibious ship replacement program
known as the LX (R).

The legislation also maintains prohibitions
on closing the Guantanamo Bay detention fa-
cility and on transferring any detainees to the
United States. It's past time that we closed
this military prison.

Finally, it's concerning that the bill includes
new language that marks a significant shift in
U.S. missile defense policy which dates back
to 1999. This adjustment could cement U.S.
proliferation of nuclear weapons, while send-
ing a counterproductive signal to other coun-
tries.

There are provisions of this legislation that
| support. I've fought to defend and strengthen
the Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) pro-
gram since | helped establish the program
with my colleagues in 2009. This legislation
extends the program through 2020 and au-
thorizes an additional 1,500 visas for our al-
lies. Though the bill, unfortunately, restricts the
eligibility of applicants—eligibility requirements
that | sought to remove from the legislation
when it was being considered by the House—
| look forward to continue fighting for the via-
bility of the program next year.

I’'m also glad that we’re taking a small step
towards cost accountability with the bill's
transparency requirements for the Air Force’s
new B-21 bomber. | offered an amendment to
have the Department of Defense disclose the
total cost of the bomber program in the House
version of the bill.

Though | cannot support this legislation, |
will continue to support our armed forces,
while fighting for reductions in the bloated de-
fense budget.

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, | will ultimately
vote today for the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act because it's a necessity, and | think
it's important we authorize this spending so
that procurement, research, and a host of
other long-term projects stay on track.

That’s the good news.

The bad is that there are many wrongs
tucked into this bill. It continues to use war-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

time contingency funds for recurring oper-
ations. It has an earmark for New Balance
shoes. | could go on, but | write to highlight
what | think will be the most damaging part of
the bill—exempting women from the draft.

In the spring, Secretary Carter made women
eligible for combat roles, and this was sup-
posedly about equality. This bill goes a step
further and makes it law that woman will be
preferentially treated. Doing so is not good for
morale and readiness because troops know
you can’'t have it both ways in life. Either we
are all on the team together and treated
equally—or we are not.

| said in February that the Secretary of De-
fense’s new policy of opening front-line com-
bat roles to women would unleash political
forces that in the end would make our military
weaker. All this could have been avoided if we
had been allowed a national debate, but the
administration rushed to stack up perceived
political wins while it could—and so we are
where we are.

What happened in this bill is the first of
many inconsistencies that will come to weaken
one of our military’s real strengths: its leader-
ship as an institution in treating people equally
as it focuses on but one outcome—the de-
fense of our nation. It needs to be remem-
bered that 6 years before Brown vs. Board of
Education, the armed forces had already been
desegregated. Actions like this and its focus
on equality of opportunity have something to
do with Gallup polls showing our military as
the most respected of American institutions.

The bill creates a daring double standard.
Women are now eligible for combat roles but
not the draft. It codifies the draft for men but
not for women at the very time women are
now eligible for combat roles. How is this
equal?

To be clear, I'm not a fan of women in a
draft or being a part of Seal Team 6. | just
think we should offer equal roads to getting to
the Seal unit, if billets are open to men and
women. Our nation asks people in the elite
units to do remarkably rugged things that pose
serious physical challenge. The Marines have
actually looked deeply at this and recently
completed a 1,000-page study that concluded
that male units overwhelmingly outperformed
integrated units in physical tasks. Indeed,
Navy Seals comprise but 1 percent of the
Navy, Force Recon is about the same within
the Marines—while Delta Force numbers are
actually classified, and the problem in the elite
forces is that physical prowess is not a part of
what you do; it is part and parcel to what you
do.

There is a reason we don't see a lot of
women in the NFL, and if we really want to try
a social experiment, let's make one-third of
the Army football team female and see how it
does next year against Navy. For that matter,
my sister is a wonderful woman and a far bet-
ter shot than | am, but she can’t carry me very
far. We begin to affect unit cohesion when
members of a unit believe their counterparts
can’t carry them out of a bad spot in which
they may have found themselves . . . but all
this is a debate for another day.

The debate that needs to come in the wake
of this bill is how we reconcile equality of op-
portunity in the military with people in this bill
being treated quite differently. Our nation’s de-
fense is not a social experiment. Lives hang in
the balance. For the sake of morale—so im-
portant to what makes our military strong—it’s
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important we circle back on the draft issue this
coming year.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 937,
the previous question is ordered.

The question is on the conference re-
port.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 15-
minute vote on adoption of the con-
ference report will be followed by a 5-
minute vote on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal, if ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 375, nays 34,
not voting 25, as follows:

[Roll No. 600]

YEAS—375

Abraham Courtney Green, Gene
Adams Cramer Grothman
Aderholt Crawford Guinta
Allen Crenshaw Guthrie
Amodei Crowley Hanabusa
Ashford Cuellar Hanna
Babin Culberson Hardy
Barletta Cummings Harper
Barr Curbelo (FL) Harris
Barton Davidson Hartzler
Beatty Davis (CA) Hastings
Benishek Davis, Danny Heck (NV)
Bera Davis, Rodney Heck (WA)
Beyer DeGette Hensarling
Bilirakis Delaney Herrera Beutler
Bishop (GA) DeLauro Hice, Jody B.
Bishop (MI) DelBene Higgins
Black Denham Hill
Blackburn Dent Himes
Blum DeSantis Hinojosa
Bonamici DesJarlais Holding
Bost Deutch Hoyer
Boustany Diaz-Balart, Hudson
Boyle, Brendan Dingell Huelskamp

F. Doggett Huizenga (MI)
Brady (PA) Dold Hultgren
Brady (TX) Donovan Hunter
Brat Doyle, Michael Hurd (TX)
Bridenstine F. Hurt (VA)
Brooks (AL) Duckworth Israel
Brooks (IN) Duffy Issa
Brownley (CA) Duncan (SC) Jackson Lee
Buchanan Edwards Jeffries
Buck Ellmers (NC) Jenkins (KS)
Bucshon Emmer (MN) Jenkins (WV)
Burgess Engel Johnson (GA)
Bustos Eshoo Johnson (OH)
Byrne Esty Johnson, E. B.
Calvert Evans Johnson, Sam
Capps Farenthold Jolly
Cardenas Farr Jordan
Carson (IN) Fitzpatrick Joyce
Carter (GA) Fleischmann Kaptur
Carter (TX) Fleming Katko
Cartwright Forbes Keating
Castor (FL) Fortenberry Kelly (IL)
Castro (TX) Foster Kelly (MS)
Chabot Foxx Kelly (PA)
Chaffetz Frankel (FL) Kildee
Cicilline Franks (AZ) Kilmer
Clawson (FL) Frelinghuysen Kind
Clay Fudge King (IA)
Cleaver Gallego King (NY)
Clyburn Garamendi Kinzinger (IL)
Coffman Gibbs Kline
Cole Gibson Knight
Collins (GA) Gohmert Kuster
Collins (NY) Goodlatte LaHood
Comer Gosar LaMalfa,
Comstock Gowdy Lamborn
Conaway Graham Lance
Connolly Granger Langevin
Cook Graves (GA) Larsen (WA)
Cooper Graves (LA) Larson (CT)
Costa Graves (MO) Latta
Costello (PA) Green, Al Lawrence
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Levin Palmer Shimkus
Lieu, Ted Pascrell Shuster
Lipinski Paulsen Simpson
LoBiondo Payne Sinema
Loebsack Pearce Sires
Long Pelosi Slaughter
Loudermilk Perlmutter Smith (MO)
Lowenthal Perry Smith (NE)
Lowey Peters Smith (NJ)
Lucas Peterson Smith (TX)
Luetkemeyer Pingree Smith (WA)
Lujan Grisham Pittenger Speier
Q\{M) P1t1§s . Stefanik
Lujan, Ben Ray Poliquin Stewart
Lumms i NC) Stivers
. Stutzman
Lynchﬁ Pr{oe, Tom Swalwell (CA)
MacArthur Quigley Thompson (CA)
Maloney, Ranggl Thompson (MS)
Carolyn Ratcliffe Thompson (PA)
Maloney, Sean Reed Thornber
Marchant Reichert T or? erry
: . iberi
Marino Renacci Tipton
Matsui Ribble Titus
McCarthy Rice (NY) Tonko
McCaul Rice (80) Torres
MecClintock Richmond
McCollum Rigell Trott
Tsongas
McGovern Roby )
McHenry Roe (TN) Turner
McKinley Rogers (AL) Upton
McMorris Rogers (KY) Valadao
Rodgers Rohrabacher Van Hollen
McNerney Rokita Vargas
McSally Rooney (FL) Vgasey
Meadows Ros-Lehtinen Visclosky
Meehan Roskam Wagner
Meeks Ross Walberg
Meng Rothfus Walden
Messer Rouzer Walker
Mica Roybal-Allard Walorski
Miller (FL) Royce Walters, Mimi
Miller (MI) Ruiz Walz
Moolenaar Ruppersberger Wasserman
Mooney (WV) Rush Schultz
Moore Russell Waters, Maxine
Moulton Ryan (OH) Weber (TX)
Mullin Salmon Webster (FL)
Mulvaney Sanchez, Linda Wenstrup
Murphy (FL) T. Westerman
Murphy (PA) Sanford Wilson (FL)
Napolitano Sarbanes Wilson (SC)
Neal Scalise Wittman
Neugebauer Schiff Womack
Newhouse Schweikert Woodall
Noem Scott (VA) Yoder
Nolan Scott, Austin Yoho
Norcross Scott, David Young (AK)
Nunes Sensenbrenner Young (IA)
O’Rourke Serrano Young (IN)
Olson Sessions Zeldin
Palazzo Sherman Zinke
NAYS—34
Amash Gabbard Pallone
Bass Grayson Pocan
Becerra Griffith Polis
Blumenauer Grijsglva Schakowsky
Capuano Gutierrez Schrader
Chu, Judy Honda Takano
Clark (MA) Huffman Velazquez
Clarke (NY) Kennedy Watson Coleman
Cohen Lee Welch
Conyers Lewis Varmuth
DeSaulnier Massie
Duncan (TN) Nadler
NOT VOTING—25
Aguilar Garrett Poe (TX)
Bishop (UT) Hahn Pompeo
Brown (FL) Jones Sanchez, Loretta
Butterfield Kirkpatrick Sewell (AL)
Carney Labrador Vela
DeFazio Lofgren Westmoreland
E}hson Love Williams
Fincher McDermott
Flores Nugent

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

0O 1137

Messrs. POLIS, COHEN, and NAD-
LER changed their vote from ‘‘yea’ to
“nay.”
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Messrs. GALLEGO, CICILLINE, and
RICHMOND changed their vote from
“nay”’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the conference report was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, | was not
present for votes on Friday, December 2,
2016 because | was home in San Bernardino,
CA to mark the one-year anniversary of the
terrorist attack in our community. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rollcall
No. 600, the adoption of the Conference Re-
port to accompany S. 2943, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the
Journal, which the Chair will put de
novo.

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EMMER of Minnesota) laid before the
House the following communication
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 2, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 2, 2016, at 9:55 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 6014.

That the Senate passed S. 3492.

That the Senate passed S. 10.

That the Senate passed S. 2058.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———————

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY), the majority leader, for
the purpose of inquiring of the schedule
for the week to come.

(Mr. MCcCARTHY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House
will meet at noon for morning hour and
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2 p.m. for legislative business. Votes
will be postponed until 6:30 p.m.

On Tuesday and Wednesday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning
hour and noon for legislative business.

On Thursday, the House will meet at
9 a.m. for legislative business, and no
votes are expected in the House on Fri-
day.

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider
a number of suspensions next week, a
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business today.

The House will also consider H.R.
5143, the Transparent Insurance Stand-
ards Act of 2016, sponsored by Rep-
resentative BLAINE LUETKEMEYER,
which specifies U.S. objectives regard-
ing international insurance standards
to ensure that our State-based system
is preserved.

Additionally, the House is expected
to consider the final Water Resources
and Development bill as well as the
continuing resolution to fund the gov-
ernment.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as the gen-
tleman knows, the current CR expires
on December 9. He has announced the
CR will be on the floor next week, and
it is my understanding that December
9 may be our last day in session, so I
presume we need to act before Decem-
ber 8.

Does the gentleman have a perspec-
tive on the specific scheduling of the
CR and when it will be on the floor?

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, the
Appropriations Committee is con-
tinuing to work on the CR, including
the length of time and when. As soon
as it is done, it will be posted. It is our
intention to have it done next week,
and it would be our hope that we could
finalize it on Thursday.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
make a comment that I know the CR
will be the vehicle. I know Mr. ToMm
COLE made a comment—and I have
talked to him about it—with which I
agree. I am disappointed, our side is
disappointed, and I think some on your
side with whom I have talked are dis-
appointed that we were unable to do an
omnibus appropriations bill which
would reflect the work of the com-
mittee on our side and, indeed, the
work of the committees on the other
side of the aisle.

A CR is not helpful to management,
obviously, not knowing specifically
what resources they will have available
for the balance of the year. Very frank-
ly, although there will be anomalies in
the bill to reflect the changes from last
year’s funding levels, they will un-
doubtedly not take care of a funding
stream which will be appropriate for
good management in the Federal Gov-
ernment.

I would hope in the year ahead that
we would certainly work toward having
bipartisan appropriation bills done bill
by bill. Both sides have had trouble
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doing that from time to time, but let’s
hope that we can work toward that
end. Because a CR, in many ways, is
simply a failure; and forgetting about
who is at fault or who is not at fault,
it is a failure to operate the govern-
ment in a way that is rational, reason-
able, and most effective.

So I want to make that comment. I
know the gentleman agrees with me on
trying to go through regular order, and
it is unfortunate that we didn’t get
there.

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia if he wants to say anything on
that. I have another question.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
agree with the gentleman that we
should go through regular order and
get our appropriation bills done. It is
our intention, as the gentleman knows
from the new schedule coming out, es-
pecially loading more days in, to make
sure, as we come back into the next
Congress, that we start with appropria-
tions and get that work done.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, as a con-
structive suggestion, I notice that the
gentleman has scheduled—and I want
to thank him for his communication
with our office so that we could work
together on trying to get the schedule
together—we have four working weeks
in June. As you know, essentially, the
Appropriations Committee tries to get
its work done by the end of May in
terms of its bills—they don’t get all of
them done by the end of May—so we
can start moving them to the floor.

I congratulate the gentleman for put-
ting sufficient time in so that we can
do that in June and July, so that all
the bills, hopefully—the objective, I
would suggest, ought to be to have all
of the 12 appropriation bills sent to the
Senate prior to the August break. I
thank him for his schedule on that.

Originally, March 31 was, as I under-
stood, the CR date, but that is some-
what flexible now, I understand. Can
the gentleman tell me what date he ex-
pects the CR to expire on?

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, as 1
mentioned earlier, the Appropriations
Committee is continuing to work on
the CR, and that would be including
the length of time. The gentleman is
correct that March was the date we
were looking at. I believe that date will
change. But as soon as discussions have
ended and we are able to post, it will
include the date of the length of the
CR.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
things that we are certainly very hope-
ful of—your office and my office were
having a lot of discussions about that,
as are Leader PELOSI and Speaker
RYAN having a lot of discussions—is
the WRRDA bill. This deals very criti-
cally with the Flint crisis that has
been ongoing now for 2-plus years. I am
very concerned, although we appar-
ently have an agreement on the dollar
figure, can the gentleman tell me
whether that dollar figure will, in fact,
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be appropriated within the structure of
the WRRDA bill?

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I do
want to thank the gentleman from
Maryland for his work with his staff on
this issue of the Flint crisis when we
were dealing with WRRDA and the con-
tinuing resolution just short months
ago.

The Speaker and Minority Leader
NANCY PELOSI are continuing to talk.
It is our intention that it gets solved
inside WRRDA, and we are hopeful that
we can close out on that even today. As
soon as it is finished, it will be posted
as well.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, when you
say within WRRDA, in the event that
that does not occur, would the gen-
tleman believe that we would deal with
the assurance of the funding in the CR
itself?

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, as
soon as it is finished, we will be able to
put it out. But it is our intention, on
the work that we agreed to with Mem-
bers on your side of the aisle—and I
know Speaker RYAN has had discus-
sions with him as well, and he feels
very comfortable about where we are
and with funding on that—as soon as
we are able to finish that up, I think
everybody will be quite happy with the
outcome. I think this is a work-on-
both-sides-of-the-aisle compromise to
find common ground to actually solve
a problem.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to
say to the gentleman from California
that I appreciate the fact that our of-
fices work together, that the Speaker
and the leaders’ offices have been
working together and that the commit-
tees have been working together.

I would urge, however this money is
appropriated—whether it is appro-
priated within the CR, whether it is ap-
propriated in the WRRDA bill itself—
that the money needs to be made avail-
able before we leave this week because
this is an issue that has dragged on for
too long and the people of Flint are
still in dire distress, which is terribly
unfortunate given the length of this
crisis and the causes of this crisis, in
some respects.

Lastly, Mr. Leader, I asked this and
you responded that December 9 was the
date; but do you see any possibility of
going beyond the 9th that we need to
warn our Members about? We are hear-
ing that both on the Senate side and on
our side, that there is every expecta-
tion that next week will be the last
week that we will be in session in the
114th Congress.

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman knows better than I—he has
been here longer than I—that we can
always set a date, but Congress some-
times has a problem making that date.

It is our hope that we can be finished
by December 8, but no one can predict
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what happens on this floor, whether we
have to be here longer. It is always my
intention that Members understand, if
the work is not done, we will not leave.

So we will not leave until we get a
continuing resolution done and get
WRRDA done. I believe that the prior
work that we have done working to-
gether—and knowing where both of
them are right now—that we can finish
this up and be done on time.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman mirrors my words. When people
would ask me when we are going to
conclude, I would say we are going to
conclude when we finish our work.
Now, finishing, I guess, one’s work is a
subjective judgment; but certainly
these two pieces of legislation need to
get done, and hopefully we can get
those done.

If we don’t have a further week, this
will be the last colloquy. I want to say
to my friend that we have been able to
work on a lot in the 114th Congress. We
have had real substantive differences.
We will continue to have those dif-
ferences. But I look forward to working
closely with the majority leader when,
in fact, we agree, and when we dis-
agree, to try to work constructively on
trying to get to an agreement.

This election has caused us, I think,
some real challenges. The election
itself was a challenge, and I know we
will have a lot more to say on that
afterwards.

I want to thank the gentleman from
California for the ability to work to-
gether and constructively on behalf of
the American people where we have
been able to do that.

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I want
to take a moment and congratulate the
gentleman from Maryland on his re-
election to whip.

Hopefully, this is our last colloquy
for the year, but you know as much as
I know.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, well, I
know how much you look forward to
these colloquies.

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, it is
the highlight of my week.

I look forward to the next Congress.
I do enjoy working with the gentleman
from Maryland, even when we disagree,
because the gentleman is honest and
forthright with his disagreements. The
gentleman is willing to work where we
do find common ground.

We are going to have philosophical
differences, but we are going to have
the same commitment that we are
going to try to find a way to move for-
ward. At times, we are going to dis-
agree; but those times that we do
agree, we work very well together. I
admire the gentleman. The gentleman
works very hard when he disagrees, and
that is just part of what I think the
American people expect. We have got a
lot of work to go before us. The elec-
tion is over. I think it is time that this
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country comes together. We are going
to have a lot of work.

As the gentleman from Maryland
knows, with the new schedule, Mem-
bers are going to be here much more
than they have been in the past, and we
are probably going to be on this floor
with legislation a little more than we
were last year. I look forward to that
and look forward to working with the
gentleman on ways that we can work
together.

I wish the gentleman from Maryland
a very Merry Christmas.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California and re-
turn that wish for a Merry Christmas.
This is not our last week. We are going
to be here next week, so maybe we will
save that for then.

I do look forward and the people look
forward. This election has been a deep-
ly troubling one for all sides in many
respects. I think it is our responsibility
to try to bring some degree of con-
fidence to all of our constituents,
whatever they believe, whoever they
voted for, that we are going to move
forward in a constructive, positive way
to make America an even greater coun-
try than it is now.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, DE-
CEMBER 2, 2016, TO MONDAY, DE-
CEMBER 5, 2016

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, December 5, 2016,
when it shall convene at noon for
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EMMER of Minnesota). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman
from California?

There was no objection.

———

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT JESUIT
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS PAY
TRIBUTE TO VETERANS

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the stu-
dents of University of Detroit Jesuit
High School. They love this country,
and they found a special way to pay
tribute to our veterans.

Young men and women of University
of Detroit Jesuit are volunteering their
time to serve as pallbearers for home-
less veterans at Great Lakes National
Cemetery in my district, the final rest-
ing place for local military members
who don’t have families and are typi-
cally buried alone.

The students have never met these
veterans, but they have a genuine
sense of patriotism and gratitude for
what they have done for our country.
Their mission is simple: to give the
proper burial that every veteran—
every person—deserves.
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Mr. Speaker, when no one else came
forward, these young men and women
stepped up to say thank you. Our dis-
trict, our State, our country could not
be more proud.

Our veterans are the backbone of
what makes this Nation great, and we
owe them the deepest respect and grat-
itude, even at the end of their journey.
So thank you to our men and women of
the military, and thank you to the
young men and women of University of
Detroit Jesuit for honoring their serv-
ice to our Nation.

———

COOL SCIENCE TOPICS

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to continue a series of 1-minute speech-
es about cool science topics. Today I
will be discussing applications of the
National Science Foundation’s funded
research into arctic species.

In order to survive in the subzero
temperatures of the Arctic, small orga-
nisms such as fish, insects, plants,
fungi, and bacteria have evolved pro-
teins that lower the freezing point of
water solutions in order to protect
themselves when temperatures drop.

Studies of the proteins of these arctic
species will aid in the development of
aircraft de-icing systems,
cryopreservation of food, crop protec-
tion, frostbite prevention, and other in-
novations. These organisms and their
ability to survive in extreme tempera-
tures will yield information of great
value to society.

I applaud the NSF’s funding of such
important research.

———
0 1200

HONORING OFFICER REGINALD
GUTIERREZ

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, late in
the afternoon on Wednesday, Officer
Reginald ‘‘Jake” Gutierrez of Wash-
ington State’s Tacoma Police Depart-
ment responded to a domestic violence
call. Despite the potential danger he
knew lay ahead, he went forward with
courage and a resolute focus on saving
lives, sadly sacrificing his own life in
the end.

Tragically, he was 1 of 133 law en-
forcement officers this year to die in
the line of duty. That is a 20 percent
increase, Mr. Speaker, over last year.
Officer Gutierrez has served in law en-
forcement 17 years, and he is one of the
few who accept the calling to serve.

The men and women who wear the
badge like Officer Gutierrez have con-
tinued to show resilience during dif-
ficult times and have maintained an
unshakeable commitment to perform
their critical mission of keeping our
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families safe and protecting our free-
doms, whether we are relaxing at home
or protesting in the street. Wednesday
was no exception.

During what became an 1l-hour
standoff with the suspect, the Tacoma
Police Department was assisted by
many of its neighboring partners to en-
sure the surrounding area was secure.
What is exceptional about this dem-
onstration, Mr. Speaker, of bravery is
that it is not exceptional at all. Men
and women every day in this country
walk out of their home wearing the
badge and the uniform to protect our
children, protect our communities, pro-
tect our kids at school.

I ask all of us to keep our law en-
forcement officers in their prayers, Mr.
Gutierrez’s family, and the Tacoma Po-
lice Department.

———

PUERTO RICO AND THE
PRESIDENTIAL VOTE

(Mr. GRAYSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on Congress to give the
people of Puerto Rico the most basic of
rights, the right to vote for our na-
tional leader. In all of the world’s de-
mocracies, Puerto Rico is the largest
territory by population that cannot
choose our national elected official.
Three-and-a-half million Americans in
Puerto Rico have no say in who serves
as President of the United States.

Women and African Americans were
once denied this basic voting right.
Now it is American citizens who reside
in Puerto Rico who suffer this dis-
enfranchisement. The contradictions
are painfully clear. Puerto Ricans par-
ticipate in the Presidential primary
process, they send pledged delegates to
each major party’s convention, but
they do not participate directly in the
choice of President of the TUnited
States.

If these same American citizens
move to the mainland, they can quick-
ly and easily help to elect our national
leader, but they are denied this very
basic right to help choose the Presi-
dent and Vice President merely for liv-
ing where they do.

The solution to this problem is a sim-
ple one, and we have accomplished it
before. Fifty-five years ago, the Dis-
trict of Columbia was granted electors
to the electoral college with the pas-
sage of the 23rd Amendment to the
Constitution. Like Puerto Rico now,
the District of Columbia was not and is
not a State.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent for an additional 30
seconds.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair cannot entertain that request.

Mr. GRAYSON. I will simply say we
must give Puerto Ricans the right to
vote for President.

The
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The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

The

CONGRATULATIONS TO OWEN
HOLMES ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the service of Owen
Holmes on the eve of his retirement
from California State University, Ful-
lerton.

Dedicating his life to education,
Owen has received the Robert and Lou-
ise Lee Collaborative Teaching Award,
served as an education policy fellow at
the Institute for Educational Leader-
ship, and Owen was the inaugural
awardee of the Edwin Crawford Award
for Innovation.

I have had the pleasure of working
with Owen on many issues for CSUF
over the years—gerontology, childhood
obesity, the Strategic Language Initia-
tive, water hazard mitigation, the ad-
vancement of teaching and learning in
mathematics and science—all to help
enhance the university’s education ex-
perience, and on the Cal State DC
Scholars program and bringing stu-
dents from the university here to our
Nation’s Capital, where he orches-
trated that effort.

Throughout his over 30 years of serv-
ice, he has touched the lives of thou-
sands of students and improved govern-
ment relations and advocacy at Cal
State Fullerton. I am pleased to have
had the opportunity to work with Owen
over the years to help make CSUF one
of the Nation’s largest and most inclu-
sive institutions of higher education.

Thank you, Owen, for dedicating
your life to improving education. We
wish you a happy retirement.

———

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF
GENERAL MILLS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the 150th anniversary of Gen-
eral Mills, an iconic Minnesota com-
pany. In 1866, on the banks of the Mis-
sissippi River, a bold and ambitious
flour mill was founded, immediately
becoming one of the largest in the
country. Then in the 1920s, the com-
pany recognized that the milling indus-
try needed to adapt, and so it expanded
its scope and its vision and was re-
named General Mills, turning its atten-
tion to food and consumer products,
and brands such as Cheerios and Betty
Crocker were born, becoming staples in
homes across the United States and the
world.

For 150 years, General Mills has made
wonderful contributions to our great
State. General Mills embodies the Min-
nesota spirit of hard work, innovation,
perseverance, and generosity. They are
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an outstanding corporate citizen, rep-
resenting the best of Minnesota and
having an impact around the world.

Mr. Speaker, as Minnesotans, we
take great pride in General Mills’ suc-
cess over the past 1560 years, and we
wish them continued success in the fu-
ture with their leadership.

RECOGNIZING FILIPINO WORLD
WAR II HEROES

(Mrs. RADEWAGEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I
want to take this minute to applaud
the passage, by unanimous consent, of
the Filipino Veterans of World War II
Congressional Gold Medal Act, which I
was proud to cosponsor.

I want to thank both Senator HIRONO
and Representative GABBARD for their
efforts in seeing this measure get sent
to the President’s desk. They did a fan-
tastic job, and I could not be more
proud to work alongside other women
in Congress who work so hard for those
they serve.

This has been a long time coming,
and I am happy to see that we are fi-
nally recognizing these heroes who
helped the United States win the war
in the Pacific. The countless sacrifices
and efforts by those men and women of
the Philippines who answered the call
to arms in defense of the ideals and
values we hold so dear can never be for-
gotten. With the passage of this impor-
tant legislation, the people of the
United States can finally say thank
you to those brave men and women.

I look forward to seeing the Presi-
dent sign this legislation into law and
want to once again thank the men and
women of the Philippines who fought
alongside the United States in defense
of freedom.

———
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NDAA

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, we are
all very pleased to see the passage of
the Defense Authorization Act today.
This is how the process actually is sup-
posed to work. The House and the Sen-
ate came together in conference to
have a document that we can send to
the White House. We urge the Presi-
dent, after previous veto threats, to
pass this measure, to sign this measure
so we can put these important prior-
ities in place, such as stopping the de-
crease of our American troop levels—
this has funding to do that; very im-
portantly, finally, a 2.1 percent pay
raise for our troops, largest in several
years.

Other good highlights of this include
the stoppage of any funding to close
down Guantanamo Bay, which helps
keep us safe on American soil. We are
not going to do anything to reduce the
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housing allowance. Instead, we will
keep that in place for our soldiers and
their families on base.

There is much to be happy about
with this. One of the things I am most
happy about as a Californian is Cal
Guard, the National Guard, will not be
seeking to take back the bonuses. This
has strong measures in it. My col-
league, Representative DENHAM, and I
sponsored a bill to do this. This has a
lot of those pieces in that, in Mr.
DENHAM’s bill, to stop the required re-
payment of bonuses that were taken in
good faith by our Guard members who
served. A lot of good things about this.
I urge the President to sign this.

———

WEEK IN REVIEW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to be here, and, even after the
voters have spoken, it is an honor to
find when you and your positions actu-
ally don’t make you special, they just
make you completely in accord with
over 70 percent of your constituents,
not including newspapers.

The people have spoken, and, as
President Obama referenced a number
of times, elections do have con-
sequences. What he failed to remember
was, yes, but we had elections to Con-
gress that also should have con-
sequences. When we are accountable
every 2 years, the President is only ac-
countable every 4 years.

At this time, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES),
my friend.

LOUISIANA’S TRAGIC FLOODS

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) for
yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, I have had the oppor-
tunity to come on the House floor a
number of times and give an update to
this body about the profound impacts
of the flood we had in August of this
year in south Louisiana. Just to re-
mind you of a few statistics, this was
believed to be a 1,000-year storm. There
were trillions of gallons of water that
fell in Louisiana. It was estimated to
be about 31 inches of rain in about 36
hours in some areas of south Lou-
isiana. That is more rain in 36 hours
than the average American gets in a
year’s time. If that were a snowstorm,
Mr. Speaker, that would have been 25
feet of snow.

We have been working now for
months, working to try and make sure
that we have an efficient recovery,
make sure that these people can get
back on their own two feet, that they
can recover from this absolute tragedy
that happened in south Louisiana, this
once-in-a-lifetime event.

Starting out, Mr. Speaker, we saw
unbelievable recovery, response, rescue
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activities, but it wasn’t by govern-
ment. That was the amazing thing.
This was the community coming to-
gether, rescuing themselves, cooking
for one another, sheltering one an-
other, clothing one another. This
wasn’t government that came in and
saved the day. While there were great
first responders from our police depart-
ments and fire departments and others
that came and helped out, the reality
is, well over 90 percent of the response
and rescue activities were done by
other members of the community.
They weren’t trained. They weren’t
asked to do it. They just did it. So you
saw a great spirit of recovery hap-
pening.

Then what happened is the Federal
Government stepped in and began tak-
ing over some of the sheltering, began
taking over the recovery activities,
and we have seen a complete stop. Here
we are, over 100 days after this flood
event, and FEMA is telling people that
they may get a trailer unit in January
or February. Mr. Speaker, it is winter-
time. People are living in tents. I heard
about a veteran over the weekend who
is living in a car wash. We have people
who are living in their stripped and
gutted uninsulated homes, and they
can’t get trailers.

Mr. Speaker, there is a guy by the
name of Darrell Whitehead who lives in
Denham Springs, Louisiana. Mr. White-
head has had a trailer sitting in his
front yard for 5 weeks, a trailer that
FEMA brought, and they couldn’t let
him move in. He has stared at this
thing for 5 weeks. I made phone calls,
my chief of staff made phone calls, and
we had other caseworkers in the office
who made phone calls trying to get
FEMA to simply get this guy in his
trailer.
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Mr. Whitehead, already a victim of
the flood, has been revictimized by
FEMA by having a trailer sitting in his
yard, not giving him a place to go for
5 weeks, and just having to sit there
and be tortured because they needed a
sink installed.

Mr. Speaker, this is ridiculous. And
this isn’t an isolated case. I can tell
you case after case after case where
this is the way FEMA has revictimized
people flooded from this disaster.

Another example is Sheriff Jason Ard
in Livingston Parish. Sheriff Ard was
very concerned about the high percent-
age of sheriff’s deputies that were
flooded. He came in and he simply said:
Look, we have got to get these deputies
and their families in a safe, stable situ-
ation so they can focus not on having
to figure out where their family is
sleeping at night or what they are eat-
ing, but focus on law enforcement,
focus on safety and security of the
community that has been devastated
by this flood.

So he came to FEMA and he said:
Hey, look, I have got a plan. I have got
a trailer dealer who is willing to give
us trailers—and don’t quote me on the
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numbers, but I am within the ball
park—for $36,000. I will buy them back
from you for $27,000 a year and you can
find a piece of land. You can put all
these trailers out. You can have a sher-
iff’s deputy group housing area.

Instead, FEMA says: No. What we are
going to do is get these deputies trail-
ers not for a net of $10,000, roughly, as
I explained, but for $100,000. That is
how much FEMA is paying for these
trailer units to buy them, store them,
transport them—$100,000 versus the sce-
nario that Sheriff Ard found for $10,000.

I have spoken to the Secretary of
Homeland Security, the Deputy Sec-
retary, Assistant Secretary, Regional
Administrator of FEMA. Nobody can
figure out how to do this and they are
all telling him no.

So we have displaced deputies. We
don’t have the proper law enforcement
focus in the community because the
deputies, appropriately, are worried
about their family and where they are
going to sleep and eat. We have got
FEMA spending 10 times the amount of
money that Sheriff Ard has found a so-
lution for. What is happening is abso-
lutely ridiculous.

So, lastly, Mr. Speaker, in September
of this year we did appropriate a down
payment of money to help with the re-
covery efforts; and certainly it is a step
in the right direction. As I have said
several times, it is not anywhere near
the level of funding that should be put
forth for a cost-efficient recovery ef-
fort. We are going to end up spending
more money by lowballing these num-
bers and having FEMA revictimize peo-
ple for months here than if we had just
appropriated the right amount to begin
with.

Right now we are negotiating a sec-
ond tranche, a second payment. Under
HUD rules, they are requiring that the
funds focus upon low- and moderate-in-
come only. I want to be clear: low- and
moderate-income folks need help in re-
covering.

What about the middle class? What
about the upper class? What about the
job creators? What about the busi-
nesses?

Focusing only on low- and moderate-
income begins a partial restoration.
Flood waters didn’t recognize only one
socioeconomic class, only one race. It
flooded everybody. The recovery should
treat everyone the same. We shouldn’t
be splitting this up and only recovering
certain folks. It is inappropriate.

The State of Louisiana’s plan, in
complying with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act and overhead and
administrative costs, is saying it is
going to cost 30 percent of the money
just to deliver this program. Com-
plying with all these crazy rules, 30
percent of the money gets eaten up.
That is crazy. These people are rebuild-
ing homes that were right there, in
many cases, within the same four walls
that are there now.

Why are we spending $100 million on
environmental compliance? Who comes
up with this stuff?
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It is further delaying people getting
back into their homes. This is crazy,
Mr. Speaker. We have got to have a
more commonsense, appropriate proc-
ess to recovery.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I just want
to say that I have heard a lot of people
in this country talk about how sur-
prised they were with the outcome of
the recent elections that we had. It is
not a surprise to me that people are
frustrated. What we are experiencing in
south Louisiana today, being revictim-
ized by FEMA, revictimized by the
SBA in our recovery efforts, it is cause
for extraordinary frustration. This is
not what anybody in America wants—
having to deal with a bureaucracy
wasting money and taking months and
spending 10 times to do what the local
officials or our community could do for
a fraction of the cost at a fraction of
the time.

People want government to be re-
sponsive to them. People want govern-
ment to be efficient. We can do better
than this. The election results didn’t
surprise me. I ran because I was frus-
trated; and I understand the sentiment,
unfortunately, more so than most right
now, because watching the Federal
Government absolutely screw up this
recovery effort is revictimizing folks in
south Louisiana.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I cer-
tainly appreciate my friend, Mr.
GRAVES, bringing up a real problem.
We have seen it in Louisiana—and not
just in southern Louisiana, but other
parts of Louisiana—with massive flood-
ing. I am not even talking about
Katrina, but there was a massive
amount of waste in Hurricane Katrina
that also affected my district in east
Texas. I have a 120-mile border that I
share with Louisiana, and we have seen
the same problems.

We have had a massive flood of Caddo
Lake, one time the largest freshwater
natural lake besides the Great Lakes.
A natural dam apparently was exploded
years ago. It still is one of the great
treasures of the State and our country.
It had a massive flood.

I was visiting in Karnack, Texas, last
week with some of the local emergency
people that are trying to take care of
the issue. The local folks there in Har-
rison County are acting very respon-
sibly, the local government is acting
responsibly, but you have outrageous
things like my friend, Mr. GRAVES, was
talking about.

One family got a loan to buy a new
mobile home that wasn’t destroyed
like the last one. With the flood, it had
too much water. So they got a new mo-
bile home and got the loan. Well, as we
have heard with FEMA, in this case
there were requirements that the mo-
bile home be lifted up much higher.
The elevation had to be much higher
where it was. In the process of lifting it
up, the mobile home fell and was com-
pletely destroyed. They still have to
make payments on their mobile home
for the loan, and they have no home.
They were doing everything within
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their power to comply with the govern-
mental requirements.

There are other bureaucratic night-
mares.

I was hearing stories about how some
of the churches in east Texas banded
together. The Baptist men came in and
did amazing work. Yes, I understand
women, too. I think they call them-
selves the Baptist men. Anyway, they
came in and did extraordinary work.
When people didn’t have any plumbing,
they had nothing, they brought in port-
able showers and restrooms and pro-
vided the help long before FEMA could
get there and do what was needed.

You hear people who were so affected
by massive floods say: If we ever have
another disaster like that, before we
call FEMA, we are going to call the
Baptist men. They come in and they
get stuff done. They help people where
it is, and they don’t care who you are,
all of your background information.
They see who is hurting and they help
them.

Well, that is the way it used to be,
but then we became too reliant on let-
ting the government fix everything.
There were people in the Federal Gov-
ernment that realized that if we can
make the Federal Government the ulti-
mate insurer of everything—your
school loans, your home, your flood in-
surance—we will start small, but we
will work up until maybe one day we
can even have the government behind
everyone’s health insurance.

If you really want to take away peo-
ple’s freedom and you really want to
have Big Brother government dictating
every aspect of your life, the way to do
it is to have the government ensure all
those aspects of your life. Once some-
one has the right to pay in the event
that you are harmed, then they have
the right to tell you how to avoid them
having to pay, and there goes your
freedom. So the power of more insur-
ance has come to the Federal Govern-
ment.

Many of us thought we could give up
our liberty just for a little more secu-
rity, but Benjamin Franklin, with all
the wisdom that man had, understood
back then that basically those who are
willing to give up liberty for security
deserve neither.

For too long in this country, people
have been giving up their liberty in
order to get security only to find that
they are not even secure, just like Mr.
GRAVES was talking about. We
thought, Gee, if we set up a Federal
Emergency Management Agency to
help take care of emergencies, it will
be fantastic. If we set up a Corps of En-
gineers to help with our water projects,
it will be fantastic. If we set up an
EPA, or Environmental Protection
Agency, to protect the world, the envi-
ronment, it will be a great thing. But
the longer these agencies exist, the less
sensitive they are to what they were
supposed to do.

We found it right here in the Capitol.
About 7 years ago, the Architect of the
Capitol, who works for the House and
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Senate, had decided that we all work
for him and he started making de-
mands, one of which was that I could
not cook ribs and share them with
other Members of Congress, as I had
been doing once a quarter. Most of the
networks wanted to do stories on my
cooking ribs and I said: No, we are not
going to do a TV thing on this. This is
just between the Members.

Well, I am grateful that STEVE SCA-
LISE got involved and I got PAUL RYAN
to help. The Speaker was able to per-
suade the bureaucracies here on Cap-
itol Hill that we can make this work
and have it safe if we work with each
other and are able to get people to
work together.

Many of my colleagues tell me it is
the best meat they have ever tasted.
Some say they are the best ribs they
have ever tasted. I have enough of my
late mother in me that I enjoy cooking
and enjoy people enjoying what I cook.
It is probably the only time here on
Capitol Hill when I actually leave a
good taste in people’s mouths instead
of a bitter taste.

As we continue to see abuses by the
Federal Government and we see abuses
going on across the country, you think,
Well, in the Federal Government, even
though it has badly abused its author-
ity, isn’t it supposed to protect us from
other abuses?

The answer is: yes, if they are feder-
ally related.

Well, when you have the electoral
college and electors elected as part of
that system, it is critical that that be
a protected system of voting, just as
the Constitution would require and as
the law actually requires.

This story by Hans von Spakovsky
and Jennifer Matthes says: ‘‘Before
Donald Trump’s stunning victory on
November 8, liberals called for accept-
ance of election results. But since the
election didn’t go as they’d planned,
some have taken to harassing and in-
timidating electors in an attempt to
change the election results. Some of
these threats may actually violate
Federal law, yet the Justice Depart-
ment acts strangely uninterested in in-
vestigating.”

This takes us back to having people
armed with billy clubs standing and
trying to intimidate voters at their
place of voting, and the ‘‘Department
of Just Us,” which was supposed to be
“Justice,” said: No, no, no, that is fine
for them to do it. There are no prob-
lems with them doing that.
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If anybody else were to do that, yeah,
we would probably go after them; but
these are the New Black Panther
Party, or such as that, so, yeah, it is
fine if they do it.

We have got to get back to being a
nation where the laws are enforced
evenly across the board. If the laws
don’t make sense, like our own rules
here on Capitol Hill, if things do not
accommodate people fairly and equal-
ly, they are just arbitrary decisions
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like we got from the Architect of the
Capitol when the Visitor Center was
being built, or when people are just
wanting to have a life up here, we
should be stopping the bureaucrats and
getting rules that apply across the
board, fairly across the board.

Yes, here we make the rules, and we
should have rules that apply to every-
body; but when you have an arbitrary
dictator, they don’t get applied quite
so evenly.

Here we have the Justice Depart-
ment, and this report of electors that
are going to be voting very soon in the
electoral college to elect the President,
and their very lives are being threat-
ened. Some of them have had to move
their families.

This Justice Department is not inter-
ested in protecting the integrity of the
election. That is the problem we have
been suffering for quite some time
around the country. They were not in-
terested in enforcing the law fairly
across the board, so we end up all the
worse off for it.

This article goes on to say, in Geor-
gia and Idaho, the threats have become
so extreme that the secretaries of state
both released statements calling for
the harassment to end.

I absolutely know, without doubt,
that if Hillary Clinton had won the
election, as the rules set it up, with a
republican form of government—Ilittle
R. Not the Republican Party, but a re-
publican form of government, just as
Ben Franklin said when he was asked
after the Constitution finally came to-
gether with what most of the members
of the Constitutional Convention said
was divine providence, or the finger of
God. Without the finger of God being
involved, they could never have come
up with that Constitution. Franklin
says: A republic, madam, if you can
keep it.

So we had found, and our Founders
had wisely, so many of them, sought
truth in Scripture, a Bible that they
used to argue positions; and they real-
ized probably a complete, perfect de-
mocracy is not best for governing peo-
ple because, if it is a true democracy,
then the law gets changed on whims. If
someone becomes the object of scorn
and it is a true democracy, they are
not governed by laws that we currently
have in our Constitution which indi-
cate you can’t have ex post facto laws.
You can’t make a law criminalizing
things after the act has already oc-
curred. Our Constitution guarantees
against that.

Well, in a perfect democracy, there is
no such ex post facto law. A majority
can make a decision to criminalize
conduct that previously occurred so
that, when the person committed the
act, they were not violating the law.
They were acting in accordance with
the law, and it was later changed.

Of course we have had people violate
the ex post facto law, like President
Clinton shoved through, in 1993, taxes
on Social Security, taxes on money
that had already been earned under dif-
ferent rules of taxation. That was a
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violation of the Constitution that was
not thrown out, but it was clearly a
violation of the Constitution. So those
things do happen, even in a republic.

But with a republic as the Founders
gave us, this idea of liberty could take
hold. It wasn’t just might makes right,
somebody powerful intimidate the rest
into voting to string you up or to
throw you out of the community. No,
you had to abide by existing laws; and
your conduct, if appropriate under the
law at the time, could not be changed
to punish you for something that hap-
pened before it was a crime.

So much wisdom in the Constitution,
and that wisdom is being cast aside.
But that wisdom gave us the electoral
college, without which you would never
see the Presidential candidates going
to all the different States. They would
never go to all the different cities that
they have because the elections would
be decided by the big urban areas. And
you can look on the map that shows,
most of them have red for Republican,
blue for Democrats. Years ago it was
the other way around. Red depicted
Democrats. But since so many of them
were becoming socialists, they were of-
fended that the red made it look like
they are red Communists. So some-
where along the way—I can’t find who
decided to make the color change—but
more started making red Republican
and blue Democrat. Colors don’t mat-
ter.

But if you look at the counties that
voted for Hillary Clinton, you quickly
see that she was a fringe candidate.
She was fringe on the West Coast, the
big cities on the West Coast; a fringe
candidate on the East Coast, the big
cities on the fringe of the Nation;
fringe up in the very north, the big cit-
ies in the very north; fringe along the
southern border, and basically just a
fringe candidate, which I guess would
make the Democratic Party, when you
look at who voted for the Democratic
candidate, you would have to say this
is now a fringe party in the United
States.

You have the Republican Party that,
apparently, according to the votes of
the majority, represents over 90 per-
cent of the geographical United States,
and you have this other party, this
fringe party, that represents the
fringes around the edge of the country,
basically. There are a few larger in the
middle, but they are a bit of an anom-
aly, because mostly what we see is a
fringe candidate and a fringe party. So
it will be interesting to see where we
go from here.

Obviously, we have a Justice Depart-
ment that is not interested in pro-
tecting our Constitution, protecting
the election process as they are man-
dated to do; and, frankly, when you
have a Department of Justice that se-
lectively enforces the law and so to-
tally disregards other parts of the law,
then they are really not a Department
of Justice. If this administration had
continued on, then we would seriously
need to look to provide a more appro-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

priate name for the Department of Jus-
tice because this is not—it has not
been—a Department of Justice.

When you look at what appear to
have been crimes committed by IRS
personnel, like Lois Lerner, perjury
committed before Congress, crimes
across America, as my friend, John
Fund, wrote in his book about illegal
voting, one of the—as I have heard
John Fund say, perhaps the biggest
fraud in America about our elections is
the fraud that has been telling people
that there is no illegal voting going on.
There is certainly illegal voting going
on, and many have chosen to look the
other way.

But a majority of the geographic and
a majority of the electoral college,
elected electors, indicate they want the
law applied across the country fairly.
Section 11(b) of the Voting Rights Act
makes it a crime for anyone to ‘‘in-
timidate, threaten, or coerce, or at-
tempt to intimidate, threaten, or co-
erce any person for voting or attempt-
ing to vote.”

While this has been applied in the
past to ordinary, everyday voters in
Federal elections, the language does
not limit it only to such voters. Elec-
tors who are casting their votes for
President and Vice President are also
protected by section 11(b), since the
electoral college is an essential part of
the Federal voting process.

This is supported by section 14(c) of
the Voting Rights Act, which says that
“voting includes all action necessary
to make a vote effective in any pri-
mary, special, or general election.”

Obviously, the votes cast by Ameri-
cans on November 8 will not be effec-
tive if the electors they chose are in-
timidated from casting their votes in
the electoral college.

Federal law, which is 3 U.S.C., sec-
tion 7, requires electors to cast their
votes on the first Monday after the sec-
ond Wednesday of December, which
this year is December 19. These are re-
corded as certificates of votes, signed,
sealed, and delivered by December 28 to
the President of the Senate and the Ar-
chivist of the United States. Congress
is required to meet on January 6 in
joint session to count the electoral col-
lege votes.

As we know from so much of the
lame stream media, like CNN, MSNBC,
there was outrage when Donald Trump
said he wasn’t sure. He couldn’t say be-
forehand that he wouldn’t have ques-
tions about the outcome of the election
if there were indications of massive
fraud in the election. But as we heard
from the lame stream media, oh, that
would threaten the very foundation of
this country. It would destroy the basis
for this country. It was just such a
threat to our very existence.

Well, now those same people that
said those things are, according to
they, themselves, risking this country.
They are putting the very foundation
of our country at risk.

And we all know now—some raised
this during the election, but it was not
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clear until a recount began to be de-
manded by a third-party candidate—we
can now say, clearly, the evidence is in.
I used to try felony cases as a judge,
and before that, years before that, as a
prosecutor. We can now rest our case.

Jill Stein was nothing more than a
sham candidate to help Hillary Clin-
ton, to try to pull votes away from oth-
ers to help Hillary Clinton win the
election. Clearly, that is what she was.
Some suspected that. Some raised that
issue. And now, obviously, she has no
chance of winning anything in a re-
count—nothing. She has no chance of
winning anything after a recount. So,
clearly, the only reason she is doing it
is to continue her effort to help Hillary
Clinton become President, despite the
will of the American people, through
the electoral college, through the law
as it was designed and set up.

Electors across the country should
not be getting threatened. The Justice
Department should be outraged, but
they are not. They are not bothered in
the least that the lives of the electors
who will decide the Presidency are
being threatened and that a constitu-
tional crisis is at hand. And it shows,
yet again, why over 90 percent of the—
except for the fringes—Americans have
said we want a change. We want an
America that can actually move to-
ward Dr. King’s dream of people being
judged not by the color of their skin,
but by the content of their character. I
hope and continue to pray that we will
get there.
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This quote in the article: ‘“The U.S.
Justice Department, which is charged
with protecting all voters, should act
to quash this outrage immediately.”

Obviously, they are not interested in
quashing an outrage. They have done
more to stir up racial disharmony in
this country. They have done more to
supplant and subvert the intent of the
Constitution and the clear meaning in
the Constitution, and I cannot wait to
have an administration that will at
least make an overt effort to enforce
the law as it exists.

The President, in his first term, told
people over 20 times: I can’t just do
amnesty; that has to be done by Con-
gress.

Somebody figured out—after his first
term it appears to be when it really
kicked up heavily—look, who will stop
you? Sure, it is against the law. Sure,
it is against the Constitution for you
to do amnesty and to do executive or-
ders that take away or rewrite laws
that were passed by the House and Sen-
ate and signed by another President.
You can just write them like any good
monarch would. Who is going to stop
you?

Somebody figured out to present that
to the President. It had to be what hap-
pened because he had said so many
times that he didn’t have the power to
do what he ultimately started doing.

You realize, gee, that is right. The
soon-to-be-leaving HARRY REID will
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surely protect President Obama from
the Senate allowing anything that fol-
lows the law coming out of the House
to enforce the law, the Senate will be
able to stop it. So if Congress wants to
cut off funding for what the President
is doing illegally, the Senate Demo-
crats will protect the President and
protect his illegal conduct. So you
won’t have to worry; you can do what-
ever you want.

Amnesty was often granted by not
even an executive order. It was granted
by a series of memos by the Secretary
of Homeland Security, Jeh Johnson. He
rewrote the law with memos. So it will
be nice to get back to having enforce-
ment of the law because this article
yesterday from Paul Bedard says: ‘A
United Nations mix of illegal immi-
grants are now flooding through the
U.S.-Mexico border, especially from
Haiti and Pakistan, raising concerns of
terrorism costing Americans billions,
according to a new report and Senate
testimony.”

They have a quote here from my
friend, Representative HENRY CUELLAR
from Texas, a Democrat, but a great
man. He said: ‘It is because people
from different parts of the world, Afri-
ca, Middle East, other parts of the
world are now realizing that all you
have to do is get to the southern border
of the United States and there’s a proc-
ess there you can claim a legal defense
and you just get to come in. I mean,
people, the smuggling organizations
know exactly what they’re doing.”

As the border patrolmen have told
me during late hours and early morn-
ings talking to them out on the border,
the drug cartels control every inch of
the Mexico-U.S. border. They do so
from the Mexico side, but they control
what happens on the U.S. side under
this administration.

We saw routinely that there were
groups that came across who were not
threats criminally, but they either
wanted jobs or they wanted U.S. wel-
fare, and they knew that under this ad-
ministration we would not turn them
back and say: No, you cannot come in
illegally.

They would not interdict and enforce
the law. They would say: Come on in.
We have some questions to ask you be-
fore we give you a slip of paper, send
you on your way or house you or, as
some of the border patrolmen said, We
end up sending them wherever they
want to go in the United States.

They call the Border Patrol logistics.
They get them to our side of the bor-
der, and we ship them anywhere they
want to go.

So it is no wonder that we would
have a request for this administration
asking for billions more money to proc-
ess folks. Another $2.2 billion was men-
tioned. I saw another article where it
lists the different components that the
administration wanted to do. If you
add up all the different requests and
different ways that this administration
wants to use the money from American
taxpayers, and it is to take money
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away from Americans who are here le-
gally who are working and who are
struggling to provide for themselves
and their family, take their money
away and give that to people who are
coming in illegally.

There was a law I found out about in
England visiting with some of their so-
cial security-type folks in their gov-
ernment. They have a law that you are
supposed to be there for 5 years con-
tributing to that social security-type
system for 5 years before you can ever
make a claim for a dime of it. Now, I
hear there are abuses of that system
because they may not have the best
control over it, but it is a system that
we have in this country and some other
countries. You are taking money from
people that earned it and giving it to
people who are breaking the law.

If you do that long enough, that
place that at one time was a shining
light on the hill goes broke. The light
goes out. Once that happens in Amer-
ica, as friends from other parts of the
world have said: If you lose your free-
dom in America, the rest of the world
has no chance.

You will realize historically a United
States of America where people will go
fight for freedom, they will create
strength, a strong economy in their
own country, strong enough because
they enforce the rule of law across the
board and become strong enough eco-
nomically that they will go shed their
blood and spend their money to get
freedom for people who are suffering
under the forces of evil.

Every now and then you have a Presi-
dent like Jimmy Carter who will say:
Let’s get rid of the Shah. Then he wel-
comes the Ayatollah Khomeini who
was, as he said, a man of peace which
opened Pandora’s box. Radical
Islamists had been put in a box for
many decades, but President Carter
was complicit in helping because he is
a well-intentioned man, a good man
and well intentioned—yeah, maybe a
little anti-Israel, but he wanted to help
folks. Out of his ignorance on radical
Islam, he, for the first time in many
decades, placed radical Islamists in
charge of a massive military and a
whole country. Since then, the world
has been paying a very heavy price for
what happened.

So we have a job to do. We took an
oath in this body to support and defend
the Constitution of the United States.
As Donald Trump was saying yesterday
in Ohio: our devotion and our oath is to
one country. We say a pledge to a flag.
That used to be true. It used to be that
people learned enough history.

I love history. People like coach Sam
Parker inspired me to love history. We
learned it, and we knew what it took to
keep a republic, madam, if we could.
Because of Federal intervention in edu-
cation, we have not helped our kids in
suffering schools. We have made them
subjects to this master Federal Gov-
ernment: You do what we say or we
don’t send you any of the money you
sent to us. We will fix up our offices,
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we will fix up a massive bureaucracy,
and we will dictate to you from on high
what we want done regardless of what
Congress says.

They are not as bad as the Corps of
Engineers, the EPA, and the FDA have
been recently; but they have really not
helped. As I said to President Bush’s
Secretary of Education—a very nice
person. She had helped, I think, Texas
schools when she was in Austin, but
then she came here and disregarded the
10th Amendment and the Constitution
that did not enumerate education as a
Federal power. It was reserved to the
States and the people. She began act-
ing unconstitutionally.

As I explained to her, you ought to
come to Gladewater, Texas. There is an
amazing school there that helps be-
tween 120 and 130 special needs kids.
One of them, if he touches something
shiny, he has had a big day, and you
mandate that they have to do a test for
that child. They had a child at the
Saint Louis School in Tyler. They told
her she needed to come visit because
they had a goal that by the end of the
year this young man would be able to
stick a fork in a piece of food and get
it to his mouth. The goal they believed
was reachable, but because the Federal
Government was involved and they
say, You don’t get any of the money
you sent us from Texas unless you do
exactly what we say, that was not al-
lowed. They allowed an alternative test
that if he could point to a sticker that
had a picture of food on it by the end
of the year, then he would pass the test
and that school would get back money
from the Federal Government that
those Texas taxpayers had sent to it to
siphon off for whatever they wanted.
So by the end of this year, that special
needs young man—severe special
needs—was able to point to a sticker
that had a picture of food, but he could
not feed himself.

That is the kind of insanity that has
only gotten worse over the last 8 years.
I thought a silver lining to President
Obama being elected President was at
least he is going to end the No Child
Left Behind Act because that would
mean returning the power to the
States and the people that knew what
they were doing.

A few years ago we were far higher in
the studies of the capabilities of
schoolchildren. We have dropped. We
are not doing so well. There may be im-
provement in one year over another,
but if you really want to leave no child
behind, then you need to stop coddling
the teachers’ unions and coddle the
teachers by letting them do what they
know is best, subject to local control.
If they are not doing their job, you
don’t have to go begging to Washington
or a teachers’ union, you can go to the
school board. If the school board won’t
do the right thing, you can run against
them, get elected, and then fix it your-
self.

[ 1300

When Sonny Bono in California ran
up against a city manager that was so
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bigoted he would not let Sonny have
the license to open his restaurant, that
is how he got involved in politics. He
found out who hired and fired the city
manager—it was the mayor—so he ran
for mayor, and the first thing he did
was fire the abusive city manager.
That is how a Republic system is sup-
posed to work. It is a form of democ-
racy, not a pure democracy, so that we
can have ex post facto laws, and we can
keep people from having their conduct
criminalized after they committed it.

But we have got to hit the ground
running at the first of the year and
start the process of trying to heal
America. President Obama did not
make the school system better; he
made matters worst.

We had a voucher program here in
D.C. that minority kids—actually, it is
the minorities are a majority here; mi-
nority elsewhere. These poor kids were
suffering from a broken school system
that had more than enough money to
properly educate the Kkids, but kids
were the victims of the bureaucracy.

What else has this Justice Depart-
ment done? Well, they have gone
around and started up racial tensions
where there shouldn’t have been. They
stirred up rumors that, for example, if
you are a Black young man in Amer-
ica, you are 20 times more likely to be
shot than if you are a White person in
America of that same age, which is
simply not true.

We saw in different parts of the coun-
try when we had a Black mayor or a
Black police chief, he was not a racist,
was not out to harm Blacks in Amer-
ica, but try to do justice by them. They
ultimately found in most cases that
had been brought, actually, the police
were justified in what they were doing.

Since police are composed of human
beings, there are going to be some rot-
ten apples. When I was a judge, I saw
one every now and then—very, very
rarely. But every now and then you
did. And I would contend, from my ex-
perience handling thousands of felony
cases, that the law enforcement offi-
cers I dealt with have a much tinier
percentage of problems than the gen-
eral population of America. When we
find a police officer who is abusive, who
is problematic, he or she should be pun-
ished.

But after 9/11, America was jarred
awake for the first time in decades and
really began again to appreciate the
job law enforcement officers have done
for us to keep the peace, to allow us
not to be beat up by a bigger bully on
our block, but allow the law to be en-
forced more equally and fairly. It is
never perfect. There is always room for
improvement.

People began to appreciate our first
responders without contempt because
they were stopping traffic. And they
began to appreciate our military more
because it was willing to go lay down
their lives for their friends, for the peo-
ple in this country, which Jesus said
was the greatest love. And he abso-
lutely knew. He laid down his life for
us.
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But in the last 8 years, we have be-
come so racially divided.

The regret I have from going back to
Mount Pleasant is how choked up I got
going back to my old high school that
was so good to me, did such a great
job—public-school educating me, my
brothers, my sister. I loved Coach
Willie Williams, and I saw him after so
long and got a hug that just touched
deeply. Somebody said: Did you take a
picture?

I didn’t even think about a picture. I
wasn’t thinking picture. Here was a
man that coached me, who would not
put up with anybody using race. It
didn’t matter to Coach Williams. He
expected us to perform. I wish I had
gotten a picture. I have got to do that.
What a great man.

Well, unfortunately, we have other
information. There was a damning De-
partment of Homeland Security report
that exposed the administration’s
claim that as many as 81 percent of
people attempting to cross the border
illegally were apprehended from the
port. We found out that actually it is
not anything like 81 percent. It may be
more like 54 percent.

Shockingly, the report’s authors find
that the estimated apprehension rate
between ports of entry in 2005 was only
36 percent—and that was 2005. It has
not gotten better, even though tricks
of adjusting the statistics have gotten
more multiplied.

We have got to defend our Nation, we
have got to enforce the law, we have
got to get this country back to being a
shining light on the hill, instead of one
overwhelmed by people who want to
violate our law. They don’t want to do
it, but failing to enforce our borders
will eliminate our ability to be the
most generous country when it comes
to visas and legal entry.

No other countries are massively
larger in size—geographically in size or
populationwise. No one awards more
visas than we do—over 1 million. Yet,
that will end up coming to an end with
the failure to enforce the law. Particu-
larly, there were problems in the Bush
administration, the Clinton adminis-
tration, the Bush administration be-
fore that, but it has just gone exponen-
tially crazy over this administration,
and we have got to get it under con-
trol.

One other thing: I continue to hear
some in America say the days of the
United States being a manufacturing
powerhouse are over. Well, I know from
history—and apparently Donald Trump
knows from just his business in-
stincts—that if a strong country can-
not produce the things it needs to de-
fend itself and defend freedom, it will
cease being a free country after the
next significant conflict. It is just a
fact.

The Battle of the Bulge, so many
don’t realize, even as late as that oc-
curred in World War II, it had a good
shot of prevailing and driving the Al-
lied forces from the bulge in the middle
out to the water’s edge. But one of the

December 2, 2016

most fundamental problems was they
ran out of fuel.

Well, east Texas was the largest
known reserve when it was discovered,
and it provided plenty of oil. Our tanks
had fuel, but, as we became more de-
pendent on other countries, that be-
came a problem. American ingenuity
has allowed us to find more natural gas
and more oil. Now we find out in west
Texas natural gas is far cleaner, and I
hope and pray, under Donald Trump,
we will move to use more of that.

If we don’t get back the factories—
and we didn’t just lose them from the
Rust Belt. I lost a lot of steel plants
like Lufkin Industries. It got bought
up by GE. They didn’t care about
Lufkin. They weren’t going to sponsor
any little-league teams. They didn’t
care. They just bought them up, took
their patents. They told me their head-
quarters for that operation was in
Italy, over in the Mediterranean. This
is a company that doesn’t pay us taxes,
but the head of it is close friends with
the President.

Well, it is time we got back to manu-
facturing steel in America, steel pipe
in America, manufacturing what we
need to make tanks, planes, cars, and
buses. Do that here. It is time we got
back jobs to make paper. We have re-
newable resources here we quit using.
They are not sequoias. They are not
redwoods. They are pine trees. They
grow back every 20 years. You can find
pictures of places in east Texas where
there were no trees, and yet, after the
timber industry came in, they became
forested again.

We can become great again, but we
have got to be more responsible. We
have got to protect our borders from
those who want to do us harm and vio-
late our laws. If we would do that, a 10-
year-old little girl in my county would
be alive today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 10. An act to provide for the consider-
ation of a definition of anti-Semitism for the
enforcement of Federal antidiscrimination
laws concerning education programs or ac-
tivities; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

S. 2058. An act to require the Secretary of
Commerce to study the coverage gaps of the
Next Generation Weather Radar of the Na-
tional Weather Service and to develop a plan
for improving radar coverage and hazardous
weather detection and forecasting; to the
Committee on Science, Space and Tech-
nology.

S. 3492. An act to designate the Traverse
City VA Community-Based Outpatient Clinic
of the Department of Veterans Affairs in
Traverse City, Michigan, as the ‘‘Colonel
Demas T. Craw VA Clinic”’; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
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of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 3471. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code to make certain improvements
in the provision of automobiles and adaptive
equipment by the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

H.R. 5111. An act to prohibit the use of cer-
tain clauses in form contracts that restrict
the ability of a consumer to communicate
regarding the goods or services offered in
interstate commerce that were the subject of
the contract, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6297. An act to reauthorize the Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 1808. An act to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to conduct a Northern
Border threat analysis, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 1915. An act to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to make anthrax vac-
cines available to emergency response pro-
viders, and for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 10 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, Decem-
ber 5, 2016, at noon for morning-hour
debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7709. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Suspension of Community Eligibility; Mas-
sachusetts: Marshfield, Town of, Plymouth
County [Docket ID: FEMA-2016-0002; Internal
Agency Docket No.: FEMA-8453] received No-
vember 28, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

7710. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, Of-
fice of the Secretary, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act of 2013: Imple-
mentation in HUD Housing Programs [Dock-
et No.: FR-5720-F-03] (RIN: 2501-AD71) re-
ceived November 28, 2016, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

T711. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, Of-
fice of the Secretary, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, transmitting the
Department’s Major final rule — Estab-
lishing a More Effective Fair Market Rent
System; Using Small Area Fair Market
Rents in the Housing Choice Voucher Pro-
gram Instead of the Current 50th Percentile
FMRs [Docket No.: FR-5855-F-03] (RIN: 2501-
AD74) received November 28, 2016, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

7712. A letter from the Counsel to the Di-
rector, Office of Hearings and Appeals, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rules — Resource Agency
Hearings and Alternatives Development Pro-
cedures in Hydropower Licenses [Docket No.:
080220223-6961-03] (RINs: 0596-AC42, 1090-AA91,
and 0648-AU01) received November 28, 2016,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

7713. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting a proposed Letter of
Offer and Acceptance to Poland, Transmittal
No. 16-72, pursuant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

7714. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Administration and Manage-
ment, Department of Labor, transmitting
notification of the link to the Department’s
FY 2014 and 2015 Inventory of Inherently
Governmental Activities and of Commercial
Activities, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 501 note;
Public Law 105-270, Sec. 2(c)(1)(A); (112 Stat.
2382); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

7715. A letter from the Administrator, En-
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s Semiannual Report of the
Office of the Inspector General for the period
ending September 30, 2016, pursuant to Sec. 5
of the Inspector General Act of 1978, as
amended; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

7716. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s interim final rule — Revision of the
FDIC’s Freedom of Information Act Regula-
tions (RIN: 3064-AEb53) received November 29,
2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

T7717. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Labor Relations Authority, transmitting the
Authority’s FY 2016 Performance and Ac-
countability Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1)
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a));
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

7718. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Maritime Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s Fiscal Year 2016 Performance
and Accountability Report, pursuant to 31
U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec.
303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-289,
Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

7719. A letter from the Chairwoman, Fed-
eral Trade Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s Fiscal Year 2016 Agency Fi-
nancial Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1)
(as amended by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a));
(116 Stat. 2049); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

7720. A letter from the Chairman, National
Endowment for the Arts, transmitting the
Endowment’s Fiscal Year 2016 Agency Finan-
cial Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1);
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended
by Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat.
2049); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

7721. A letter from the Chairman, Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s Fiscal
Year 2016 Performance and Accountability
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.
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T722. A letter from the Chairman, U.S.
Merit Systems Protection Board, transmit-
ting the Board’s FY 2016 Agency Financial
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

7723. A letter from the Chief, Forest Serv-
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmitting
a proposal to accept a donation of approxi-
mately 3,323 acres of private land from the
American River Conservancy, a California
non-profit public benefit corporation, pursu-
ant to 16 U.S.C. 1135(a); Public Law 88-577,
Sec. 6(a); (78 Stat. 896); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

——

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself and
Mr. GRIJALVA):

H.R. 6424. A bill to require the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology to es-
tablish a premise plumbing research labora-
tory, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. CRAWFORD (for himself, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. SEWELL
of Alabama, Mr. HARPER, Mr.
PALAZZO, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr. HILL,
Mr. WOMACK, and Mr. ADERHOLT):

H.R. 6425. A bill to provide the force and ef-
fect of law for certain regulations relating to
the taking of double-crested cormorants to
reduce depredation at aquaculture facilities
and protect public resources; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. BUCK:

H.R. 6426. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for a 2 year prohibi-
tion on employment in a career civil service
position for any former political appointee,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

By Mr. GARRETT (for himself, Mr.
NEUGEBAUER, Mr. DUFFY, Mr. CAR-
NEY, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. MCHENRY,
Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan, Mr.
POLIQUIN, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. HURT
of Virginia, and Mr. LUETKEMEYER):

H.R. 6427. A bill to improve the operation
of United States capital markets, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Ms. TITUS (for herself, Mr. BERA,
Ms. HANABUSA, Ms. MATSUI, Mr.
PETERSON, Mr. POCAN, Mr. CONYERS,

Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr.
YARMUTH, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs.
LOWEY, Ms. KUSTER, Ms. DELBENE,

Ms. McCoLLUM, Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN
GRISHAM of New Mexico, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. BisHOP of Georgia, Mr.
NOLAN, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. EDWARDS,
Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. DEUTCH, Mrs.
BusTOS, Mr. COHEN, Ms. SLAUGHTER,
Ms. MOORE, Ms. CASTOR of Florida,
Ms. PINGREE, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mr. NADLER, Ms. KAPTUR,
Mr. MCGOVERN, and Ms. BONAMICI):
H.R. 6428. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to limit Medicare part B
premium increases for 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.
By Mr. BABIN (for himself, Mr. CON-
AWAY, Mr. FARENTHOLD, and Mr. WIL-
LIAMS):
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H.R. 6429. A bill to amend the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
1991 to include certain areas in the Central
Texas Corridor; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. KAPTUR (for herself, Mr.
BENISHEK, and Mr. QUIGLEY):

H.R. 6430. A bill to require the Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmos-
phere to conduct an assessment of cultural
and historic resources in the waters of the
Great Lakes, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Ms. KUSTER (for herself and Ms.
STEFANIK):

H.R. 6431. A bill to ensure United States ju-
risdiction over offenses committed by United
States personnel stationed in Canada in fur-
therance of border security initiatives; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. SLAUGHTER:

H.R. 6432. A bill to require the Secretary of
Labor to monitor the trade deficits between
the United States and other countries, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. TURNER (for himself, Mr.
ZINKE, Mr. MILLER of Florida, Mr.
LUETKEMEYER, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mr.
CoLLINS of Georgia, Mr. WITTMAN,
Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, Mr. AUSTIN
ScorT of Georgia, Mr. ALLEN, Mr.
KELLY of Mississippi, Mr. BRAT, Mr.
YoHO, Mr. RIBBLE, Mr. DESJARLAIS,
Mr. RICE of South Carolina, Mr. BOU-
STANY, Mr. WALBERG, Mr.
SCHWEIKERT, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr.
SMITH of Missouri, Mrs. WAGNER, Mr.
CHABOT, Mrs. HARTZLER, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. MEADOWS,
Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. MCKINLEY,
Mr. TIPTON, Mr. JENKINS of West Vir-
ginia, Mr. LANCE, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr.
ROE of Tennessee, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mrs.
WALORSKI, Ms. GRANGER, Mr. NEUGE-
BAUER, Mr. PEARCE, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. CARTER of Texas, Mr. R0OG-
ERS of Alabama, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr.
CULBERSON, Mr. OLSON, Mr.
FARENTHOLD, Mr. REED, Mr. GUINTA,
Mr. BIisHOP of Utah, Mr. CHAFFETZ,
Mr. STEWART, Mrs. LOVE, Mr. WALK-
ER, and Mr. STIVERS):

H.R. 6433. A bill to render ineligible for
Federal funds any institution of higher edu-
cation that removes, censors, takes down,
prohibits, or otherwise halts display of a flag
of the United States; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.J. Res. 105. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States to treat Puerto Rico as if it
were a State for purposes of the election of
the President and Vice President; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. FOSTER (for himself and Mr.
TAKANO):

H. Res. 940. A resolution expressing support
for designation of December 3, 2016, as the
“National Day of 3D Printing”’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 6424.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I; Section 8; Clause 1 of the Con-
stitution states The Congress shall have
Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Im-
posts and Excises, to pay the Debts and pro-
vide for the common Defence and general
Welfare of the United States. . .

Article I; Section 8; Clause 18 of the Con-
stitution states To make all laws which shall
be necessary and proper for carrying into
execution the foregoing powers, and all other
powers vested by this Constitution in the
government of the United States, or in any
department or officer thereof.

By Mr. CRAWFORD:

H.R. 6425.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article VI, Clause 2 of the United States
Constitution as upheld by the Supreme
Court in Missouri v. Holland, 252 U.S. 416
(1920)

By Mr. BUCK:

H.R. 6426.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to clause 1, section 8 of Article I
of the United States Constitution of the
United States which states: ‘‘“The Congress
shall have Power to lay and collect Taxes,
Duties, Imposts, and Excises, to pay the
Debts, and provide for the common Defense
and General Welfare of the United States;
but all Duties and Imposts and Excises shall
be uniform throughout the United States.”

By Mr. GARRETT:

H.R. 6427.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clauses 1 (‘‘The Con-
gress shall have Power To lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay
the Debts and provide for the common De-
fense and general Welfare of the United
States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises
shall be uniform throughout the TUnited
States’), 3 (‘““To regulate Commerce with for-
eign Nations, and among the several States,
and with the Indian Tribes’’), and 18 (‘‘To
make all Laws which shall be necessary and
proper for carrying into Execution the fore-
going Powers, and all other Powers vested by
this Constitution in the Government of the
United States, or in any Department or Offi-
cer thereof’).

By Ms. TITUS:

H.R. 6428.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1

By Mr. BABIN:

H.R. 6429.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 6430.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18:

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

By Ms. KUSTER:

H.R. 6431.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution, the Taxing and Spend-
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ing Clause: ‘“To regulate Commerce with for-
eign Nations, and among the several States,
and with the Indian Tribes. . .”

By Ms. SLAUGHTER:

H.R. 6432.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

By Mr. TURNER:

H.R. 6433.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution, to ‘‘lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay
the Debts and provide for the common
Defence and general Welfare of the United
States. . . .”

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution, ‘“To make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.”

By Mr. GRAYSON:

H.J. Res. 105.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 5 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 704: Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 1151: Mr. DENHAM.

H.R. 1258: Mr. THOMPSON of California.

H.R. 1283: Mr. KNIGHT.

H.R. 1399: Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, and Ms. ADAMS.

H.R. 1733: Mr. KNIGHT.

H.R. 2903: Mr. DAVIDSON.

H.R. 3084: Ms. FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. JEN-
KINS of West Virginia, and Ms. DELBENE.

H.R. 3683: Ms. PLASKETT.

H.R. 3713: Ms. PINGREE.

H.R. 3742: Mr. GARRETT and Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 4298: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
GRIFFITH, Mr. NORCROSS, and Mr. SHUSTER.

. 4595: Mr. KILDEE.

. 4770: Mr. JORDAN.

. 5067: Mr. QUIGLEY.

. 5082: Mr. REICHERT and Mr. NEAL.
. 5310: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 5947: Mr. COHEN.

H.R. 5999: Mr. FLORES, Mr. POLIQUIN, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. PAULSEN, Mr. IssaA, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. BISHOP of
Michigan, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr. PITTENGER,
Mr. GIBBS, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr.
CHABOT, Mr. LAMBORN, and Mr. NEAL.

H.R. 6147: Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. POSEY, Ms.
LOFGREN, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. BEYER, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. GRAYSON, Mr. HONDA, and Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia.

H.R. 6149: Ms. STEFANIK.

H.R. 6208: Ms. MENG and Mr. LOWENTHAL.

H.R. 6340: Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. HUFFMAN,
Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. MOULTON, and Mr.
DESAULNIER.

H.R. 6344: Mr. STEWART.

H.R. 6421: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Ms.
GRANGER.

H.J. Res. 103: Ms. SPEIER.

H. Con. Res. 17: Mr. COMER.

H. Res. 831: Mr. PERRY.
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RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE
JUDGE FAYE D’OPAL

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the Honorable Faye D’Opal as she retires
from a long and distinguished career as Marin
County Superior Court Judge on December
31, 2016.

First elected as Marin Superior Court Judge
in 2004, Judge D’Opal served in the Felony
and Civil Departments, Family Law, Probate,
Conservatorships and the past two years as
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Department.
She also served as the court’s Assistant Pre-
siding Judge (2012-2013) and Presiding
Judge (2014-2015) with distinction.

Judge D’Opal’s legacy of community service
began in rural Arkansas where she partici-
pated in the historic efforts to desegregate Lit-
tle Rock’s public schools. She earned her
bachelor’'s degree from Hendrix College in Ar-
kansas and a law degree from the New Col-
lege of California, San Francisco. She spent
12 years in Latin America working for the
Peace Corps, and became a public-interest at-
torney.

Renowned for her 2013, now historic deci-
sion on the death penalty that virtually stopped
it in the state of California, Judge D’Opal’s ca-
reer includes many additional legacies and
positive impacts on others. From her work to
establish a legal self-help center, to her advo-
cacy for abused women for the Legal Aid of
Marin, and her work as trustee of the Marin
Community Foundation, Judge D’Opal has
used her keen intellect to improve the quality
of life for others less fortunate by supporting
social justice and promoting fairness and eg-
uity for all.

In all aspects of her life, Judge D’Opal has
acted with principles and courage. As a leader
and role model for the LGBT community, and
throughout her professional career and exten-
sive public service, she has set a fabulous ex-
ample for women and young girls everywhere.
Even as she is approaching her retirement
from the Superior Court, she has been en-
couraging more women and minorities to get
involved in the legal system. Her positive im-
pact on our community will continue as a pro
tem judge in juvenile law, and in her pursuit to
eliminate domestic violence.

Mr. Speaker, it is therefore fitting that we
honor and thank the Honorable Faye D’Opal
for her many good deeds, and wish her much
enjoyment as she spends more time with her
beloved partner, daughters and grandchildren,
and hikes, bikes, and kayaks around the
beautiful Northern Coast of California.

REMEMBERING CHANCELLOR
DEBRA SAUNDERS-WHITE

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the life and legacy of Dr.
Debra Saunders-White, Chancellor of North
Carolina Central University. Her death at 59,
after a valiant battle with kidney cancer, is a
tragic loss for the university and our state. My
wife Lisa and | extend our condolences to the
family of Dr. Saunders-White, the North Caro-
lina Central community, and her extensive net-
work of colleagues and friends.

Chancellor Debra Saunders-White was a
first-generation college student, which gave
her insight into the obstacles many students
and families face and a passion to overcome
them. She also understood the opportunities
that come with higher education, especially for
lower-income students. She was often found
talking with students in the lunch hall or while
walking around campus. Her warmth, the per-
sonal interest she took in students, and her
courage in the face of adversity won the
hearts of all who knew her.

Dr. Saunders-White began her career as
Assistant Provost of Technology at Hampton
University, where she later served as Chief In-
formation Officer. In North Carolina, she first
served at the University of North Carolina at
Wilmington in the roles of Vice Chancellor of
Information Technology, interim Associate Pro-
vost, and finally Chief Diversity Officer in the
Office of Institutional Diversity. In May 2011,
Dr. Saunders-White moved to Washington,
D.C. to serve as Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Higher Education Programs in the Depart-
ment of Education.

On June 1st, 2013 Debra Saunders-White
was appointed by UNC President Tom Ross
and welcomed as the first female chancellor of
North Carolina Central University, one of the
top Historically Black Universities in this coun-
try.

yDuring her time as chancellor, Dr. Saun-
ders-White led an era of growth for North
Carolina Central University, cultivating a
theme of “Eagle Excellence”. Her legacy in-
cludes the expansion of a dual degree pro-
gram with North Carolina State University, as
well as a collaboration with Durham Technical
Community College to allow more students to
transfer to NCCU. Construction of both a new
business school and student center will begin
next year thanks to Chancellor Saunders-
White’s efforts. It is a tribute to her legacy that
this year North Carolina Central University
was recognized as “HBCU of the Year” by
HBCU Digest.

| join the North Carolina Central University
and Durham communities in mourning the
passing of Debra Saunders-White, who set the
university towards an even brighter future with
her wise stewardship and strategic vision. We
eagerly anticipate the new student center and
will think of her every time we walk into it.

Chancellor Saunders-White combined pro-
fessionalism and a collaborative style in a
unique way, and | always enjoyed working
with her. | especially admired her courage and
determination in continuing to provide leader-
ship throughout her battle with cancer. We join
with her family, her many friends, and the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of NCCU, in mourning
her passing and honoring her exemplary life.

———

HONORING SENIOR RESIDENT SU-
PERIOR COURT JUDGE PAUL L.
JONES ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to honor Sen-
ior Resident Superior Court Judge Paul L.
Jones. Judge Jones has been committed to
the state of North Carolina and the people of
Lenoir and Greene Counties through his work
as a community based lawyer, jurist, Army Re-
servist and his commitment to nonprofit orga-
nizations.

Judge Jones is a proud graduate of historic
Adkin High School in Kinston, North Carolina,
Class of 1967. He received his undergraduate
degree from North Carolina Agricultural and
Technical State University and his law degree
from my alma mater, North Carolina Central
University. Judge Jones and | were law school
classmates in the Class of 1974. We were the
best of friends in law school and our friendship
has endured.

Judge Jones work in the legal profession in-
cludes a variety of positions including his time
serving as a staff attorney and Assistant Clerk
of Court with the U.S. Supreme Court, a
Judge Advocate Officer in the Army, super-
vising attorney for the North Carolina Central
University Legal Clinic, managing attorney for
Eastern Carolina Legal Services, and as a
District Court Judge. When a vacancy was
created for a Resident Superior Court judge
position in 1999, Judge Jones was appointed
to the Court and ran unopposed in 2000 and
2008, a position that he is now retiring.

While on the Superior Court bench, Judge
Jones was an officer of the North Carolina Ju-
dicial Council and a founding member of the
Equal Access to Justice Commission. He was
a member of the North Carolina Judicial
Standards Commission for a five-year term,
which included the role of vice-chairman. In
2001, he was elected Vice-President of the
North Carolina Bar Association.

Before retiring as a Colonel in the Army Re-
serves in 2000, Judge Jones served as a
Judge Advocate with the 108th Division IT in
Charlotte, North Carolina. While serving,
Judge Jones was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal, Meritorious Service Medal,
the National Defense Medal, and the Legion of
Merit.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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While his commitment to the legal field and
the military is commendable, it is noteworthy
that he is deeply rooted in his native commu-
nity of Kinston, North Carolina. Judge Jones
has volunteered and been active on more than
20 nonprofit boards within Kinston for over 30
years and received the Kinston-Lenoir County
Chamber of Commerce award of Citizen of the
Year for 2013.

Judge Jones is married to the former Edwi-
na Link and has two children, Krystle and
Erika.

Judge Jones is a man of integrity, valor, and
service. | ask my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding my dear friend, Judge Paul L. Jones,
and recognize his lifelong devotion to the peo-
ple of Lenoir County and the State of North
Carolina.

————

HONORING MONSIGNOR EDWARD
BARRY

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a man who has been an integral part of
the Bronx and Westchester communities for
more than four decades, Monsignor Edward
Barry.

Born in Washington Heights, Msgr. Barry
traces his roots from County Waterford. He
graduated from St. Anthony’s elementary
school in Nanuet, NY in 1961 and then grad-
uated Albertus Magnus High School in
Bardonia, NY in 1965. In 1969, he graduated
from Cathedral College in New York and then
went on to St. Joseph’s Seminary. After being
ordained in 1973, he was appointed Parochial
Vicar at St. Patrick’s in Yorktown Heights, NY
where he spent 7 years. As a young priest at
St. Patrick’'s parish in Yorktown Heights, he
was a member of the Yorktown Interfaith Alli-
ance and a member of the Yorktown Sub-
stance Abuse Advisory Board. In 1980, Msgr.
Barry was appointed Parochial Vicar of St.
Frances de Chantal in the Bronx, NY. Fol-
lowing 6 years at St. Frances, he was ap-
pointed in 1986 as Executive Director of Youth
Services and CYO for the Archdiocese of New
York. From 1986-1991, he served as Chair-
man of the Board for the Kennedy Center in
NYC and Chairman of the Board of Head Start
at the Spellman Center in NYC.

In 1991 Msgr. Barry became pastor of St.
Charles Borromeo in Dover Plains where he
spent the next 13 years during which he was
appointed Honorary Prelate. In 2004 he
moved to become Dean of the Northeast
Bronx Deanery and assigned as Pastor of St.
Barnabas in the Bronx, before returning to
Yorktown Heights.

Msgr. Barry’s faith and devotion have
served as a guiding light to countless men and
women over the years. This year, the Amer-
ican Irish Association of Westchester is hon-
oring Msgr. Barry at their annual dinner dance.
They could not have picked a more deserving
honoree. Congratulations to Msgr. Barry on re-
ceiving this wonderful recognition, and my
thanks to him for all he has done to better his
and our community.
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GIRL SCOUT GUSTALINE SAMBA
EARNS GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Gustaline Samba of Fort Bend
County, TX, for earning her Girl Scout Gold
Award.

The Gold Award is the highest achievement
a Girl Scout can earn. To earn this distin-
guished award, Gustaline had to spend at
least 80 hours developing and executing a
project that would benefit the community and
have a long-term impact on girls as well. To
do this she created “Project Cycle Safety
Shield,” which addresses bike safety in her
community where students often ride their
bikes to school.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Gustaline Samba for earning her Girl Scout
Gold Award. We are confident she will have
continued success in her future endeavors.
We are very proud.

HONORING WILLIAM T. BROWN

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the life and legacy of Wil-
liam T. Brown of Fayetteville, North Carolina,
a committed advocate for civil rights and edu-
cational excellence. His place in history was
secured by his leadership during the integra-
tion of Cumberland County schools, one of the
largest and most diverse school districts in the
state of North Carolina.

Mr. Brown passed away on November 14 at
the age of 87. My wife Lisa and | wish to ex-
tend our deepest condolences to his family,
friends, and colleagues.

A North Carolina native, William T. Brown
graduated from North Carolina A&T State Uni-
versity in 1948 and North Carolina Central
University in 1954. Mr. Brown also pursued
graduate degrees at Columbia University and
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

In 1955, Mr. Brown moved to Fayetteville
and began teaching science at E.E. Smith
High School. After leading Ferguson Elemen-
tary School, he served as principal of Wash-
ington Drive Junior High School from 1963 to
1971, where he oversaw the process of inte-
gration almost a decade after the landmark
Supreme Court case, Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation.

In 1971, Mr. Brown became principal of E.E.
Smith High School. It was during this pivotal
year that white students began attending the
historically black high schools in Cumberland
County. During this time, Mr. Brown empha-
sized to students and parents that their suc-
cess in breaking down barriers would be re-
membered long after the racial backlash had
subsided.

A career educator, Mr. Brown later became
assistant superintendent and associate super-
intendent for Fayetteville City Schools. He re-
tired in 1992 and served as special assistant
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to the chancellor at Fayetteville State Univer-
sity until 1995. He was then appointed to the
University of North Carolina Board of Gov-
ernors and served as trustee emeritus at Fay-
etteville State University.

In 1994, the Cumberland County Board of
Education named William T. Brown Elemen-
tary in Spring Lake, North Carolina, the coun-
ty’s first year-round school, in his honor. In
2014, Fayetteville State University named a
Distinguished Professorship in Economics in
recognition of his many contributions.

The Fayetteville community and the State of
North Carolina continue to benefit from William
Brown’s contributions to public education, de-
segregation, and expanded opportunity. He
was a revered leader in the community, and
his tireless efforts helped provide a better fu-
ture for the people of Cumberland County, the
Fourth District, and North Carolina.

——————

HONORING SHAYA GUTLEIZER

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR.

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Brooklyn resident Shaya Gutleizer's
ceaseless devotion to his community.

Born and raised in Brooklyn, Shaya knew as
a child that he wanted to be a first responder
like his father when he grew up. In fact, he
signed up to be an Emergency Medical Tech-
nician (EMT) when he turned 18 and received
his certification shortly after. When he wasn'’t
saving lives on the clock, Shaya was giving
his time working with multiple volunteer ambu-
lance services. As an EMT, Shaya was re-
sponsible for numerous pre-hospital saves,
which involves reviving individuals who are
clinically dead. Due to his heroism, Shaya has
been honored at various second-chance
brunches, events where the honoree is
thanked by the person he resuscitated.

Moreover, Shaya Gutleizer has not been
afraid to put his life on the line in service to
others. On September 11, 2001, Shaya
rushed to the World Trade Center and re-
mained there for several days to assist with
the rescue efforts. Soon after, he decided to
serve his country further by enlisting in the
Army. However, due to the conditions he en-
countered at Ground Zero, Shaya developed
breathing difficulties and received a medical
discharge. After finding out how many fellow
9/11 first responders were developing health
issues, Shaya became a tireless advocate for
the passage and permanent extension of
Zadroga health benefits for the courageous
heroes, such as himself who risked their lives
on that fateful day to save others.

Mr. Speaker, Shaya Gutleizer's devotion to
serving his fellow man and saving lives re-
flects the good in each of us. This country is
great due to individuals like him, and | am
proud to take this moment to honor him.
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RETIREMENT OF MARY ANNIE
HARPER FROM THE U.S. HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart and tremendous gratitude that |
express my deepest appreciation to my Chief
of Staff, Mary Annie Harper, for her more than
29 years of incredibly loyal service at my side
on behalf of South Jersey residents.

In May 1987, Mary Annie joined in helping
me as my Chief of Staff as | started my fresh-
man term as a member of the New Jersey
General Assembly. For almost three decades
| have relied daily on her invaluable insights
and sound judgment. She has helped me re-
main focused and motivated, reminding me
daily to stay grounded and always remember
my South Jersey roots.

Her clear passion for public policy and poli-
tics is evident to anyone who has worked with
her. Without any hesitation | can say that
there will never be another Mary Annie Harper
in my office or my life. Her heart and humor
will be two of her many character qualities |
will miss going forward.

On behalf of all of the residents of South
Jersey, the staff and myself, | wish Mary
Annie a very rewarding and well-deserved re-
tirement and thank her both for her steadfast
friendship and loyal service to South Jersey.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing the votes held on December 2nd, 2016, |
was inescapably detained and away handling
important matters related to my District and
the State of Alabama. If | had been present,
| would have voted YES on Agreeing to the
Conference Report to Accompany S. 2943,
and YES on Approving the Journal.

————

CELEBRATING THE DREAMERS

SPEECH OF

HON. DINA TITUS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 1, 2016

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, my office was
overwhelmed with phone calls in the days fol-
lowing the election.

DACA recipients, their friends, and their
family were afraid: Will | be deported, they
asked. Will my cousin be deported? Will my
friends be deported?

I know these questions were not just being
uttered in Southern Nevada. People were ask-
ing them in living rooms, kitchens, restaurants,
schools, and countless other places across
the country.

For our DREAMers and their loved ones,
the fear and anxiety will continue if we don’t
responsibly act to reform our broken immigra-
tion system.
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Since the election we've heard very little
from the incoming administration about what's
actually going to happen once President
Obama leaves office.

That is why | recently held an immigration
advocacy roundtable with local community
leaders like The Legal Aid Center of Southern
Nevada, UNLV, the Latin Chamber of Com-
merce, and other local officials.

We wanted to let families know that despite
the uncertainty, we are here to help them.

Together, we want to change the tone that
we heard from Donald Trump during the elec-
tion.

After months of disgraceful speeches about
walls and deportations, Trump and his admin-
istration must now deal with the gravity of the
situation.

It's time they acquaint themselves with the
young men and women who have been able
to work, go to school, contribute to the tax
base, and live life without fear of being thrown
out of the country they call home.

HONORING MARTA I. BOOKBINDER

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Marta I. Bookbinder, an outstanding educator,
communicator and counselor, who is retiring
after 17 years as the Collaborative Projects
Coordinator of the adult and youth programs
at the Community Learning Center in South
San Francisco.

Marta is the last original founding member
of the Community Learning Center which
opened doors to countless preschool to adult
learners. CLC is a program of the South San
Francisco Public Library in the heart of the
historic downtown area, easily accessible to
the great number of immigrants from around
the world. The center is an irreplaceable gem
of the community and a perfect reflection of
the values Marta has embraced her entire life
and career.

In close partnership with the school district,
CLC offers English and computer classes and
Spanish language literacy tutoring for adults
and homework help classes for elementary
school students from the surrounding schools.
Adults learn to maneuver education, health,
transportation, employment, financial and vot-
ing systems, giving them the tools to help
themselves and to make progress.

Having completed her own education in the
U.S. and Latin America, Marta was perfectly
positioned to become a global educator. She
holds an M.A. in Counseling Psychology, a
B.A. in International Relations, an A.A. in
English and Psychology and a teaching cre-
dential for English as a Second Language,
Citizenship and Conversational Spanish. She
is fluent in English and Spanish and com-
petent in ltalian.

Marta began her career as a program as-
sistant at the job placement and career center
at Skyline College in 1989. She moved on to
the College of Notre Dame as a staff assistant
in 1993 and to the Family Council of Half
Moon Bay as the director of parent services in
1997. While she held that position, she also
became an adult education instructor at the
Cabrillo Unified School District. From there
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she moved on to the San Mateo Union High
School District in 1998, and to the South San
Francisco Unified School District in 1999,
teaching adult education. She will continue her
work as an instructor and CBET coordinator of
adult education at the South San Francisco
Unified School District.

Marta never ceases to develop innovative
ideas to improve the lives of others, a fact
noted in the community. She has received nu-
merous awards including the Employee of the
Year and the Mayors Diversity awards from
the city of South San Francisco, the San
Mateo County Governing Board Association
KENT Award for innovation in educational pro-
grams, the Julie Billiart Alumna Award for out-
standing community service from Notre Dame
de Namur University, and the KQED & Kaiser
Permanente Bay Area Local Hero Award.

In her well-deserved retirement, Marta is
looking forward to spending more time with
her husband of 45 years, David N. Book-
binder, and their two daughters, Tamara and
Tatiana.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the members of the
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring a friend and colleague, Marta Book-
binder, for creating empowering programs at
the Community Learning Center that have
turned hundreds of lives around. She is a role
model for teachers in South San Francisco
and beyond.

———

IN MEMORIAM: PATRICK J.
MITCHELL

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Patrick Mitchell.

Pat, a Yuma, Arizona native, dedicated his
life to public service. He graduated from the
University of Arizona and received a law de-
gree from Arizona State University. He served
the City of Phoenix as a member of the Public
Employees Relations Board and was ap-
pointed special assistant attorney general for
the State of Arizona, Department of Health.

Pat was a trusted advisor to many, working
on presidential campaigns for Kansas Senator
Gary Hart and lowa Senator Paul Simon. He
joined former Arizona Senator Dennis DeCon-
cini’s staff where he handled constituent and
policy issues for 13 of Arizona’s 15 counties.
Pat also served as a political advisor to former
Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano and Con-
gressman Mo Udall and as chief of staff to
New York Congresswoman Louise Slaughter.

| am thankful for Pat’'s dedication to service
and appreciate his determination and willing-
ness to make our state and country a better
place for all Arizonans.

Please join me in honoring his memory.

HONORING HELEN ANN HENKEL
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 2, 2016
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

honor a symbol of volunteerism for all of Yon-
kers: Helen Ann Henkel. For over forty years,
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Helen Henkel has affected hundreds of thou-
sands of lives in Yonkers and beyond; through
her selfless commitment to improving her
community. It is an honor to recognize her
service at her retirement honoring.

Born and raised in Yonkers, Helen is the
daughter of Ann and Otto Rogewitz, and the
proud granddaughter of Ukrainian and Polish
immigrants who came to this country at the
turn of the century and settled in Yonkers and
Hastings-on-Hudson, New York. After earning
her diploma from Yonkers High School of
Commerce, Helen earned a degree in Busi-
ness Administration from Westchester Com-
munity College.

Helen has been a motivating force for a
great many Yonkers institutions, including the
Exchange Club of Yonkers, the Enrico Fermi
Educational Fund, and the Yonkers Board of
Ethics, all of which she served in a leadership
capacity. She has also been intimately in-
volved in other organizations in the neighbor-
hood, including the Yonkers Historical Society,
Untermyer Performing Arts Council, West-
chester Pulaski Association, Friends of Phillips
Manor Hall, Sherwood House, Yonkers
YWCA, Yonkers Beautification Conservancy,
and Piper Theater Productions, just to name a
few.

For her selfless service, Helen has received
multiple awards and recognitions, including the
2013 Yonkers Woman of Distinction Award,
the 2013 Yonkers Police Commissioner’s
Award, the 2009 Woman of Excellence Award,
the Yonkers Chamber of Commerce Women
in Business—Above and Beyond Award, and
has also been bestowed the Key to the City of
Yonkers.

Helen has done so much good for Yonkers
community, and indeed the world, that it is
hard to fathom the true scope of her impact.
| want to wish Helen congratulations on her
well-earned honor and thank her for all she
has done on behalf of the people of Yonkers.

——————

RICHMOND, TX EARNS COMMUNITY
OF THE YEAR TITLE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the City of Richmond, TX, for re-
ceiving the Community of the Year award from
the American Planning Association—Texas
Chapter (Texas APA).

Richmond received this award due to its
outstanding planning tools it adopted to pre-
pare for the city’s growth. Without submitting
an application for the award this year, Rich-
mond won anyway thanks to their impressive
planning efforts that caught the attention of the
Texas APA. Over the last year and a half,
Richmond leaders have adopted three dif-
ferent planning tools without an existing inter-
nal Planning Department. The Texas APA’s
goal of rewarding cities with significantly nota-
ble contributions to planning projects, made
Richmond a clear choice.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to the City of Richmond, TX for receiving the
Community of the Year award from the Texas
APA. We look forward to seeing your growth.
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GREAT LAKES MARITIME
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT ACT

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Great Lakes Maritime Heritage
Assessment Act, an important bill to promote
and preserve the sunken treasures of the
Great Lakes.

The Great Lakes have an amazing naval
history which is unknown and unseen by too
many Americans. Steamboats on the Great
Lakes provided a route west for immigrants as
they settled what was then called the North-
west Territory. As cities grew, Great Lakes
ships and barges carried the timber, coal, and
ore that fueled America’s industrial might.

As commerce increased, so too did the
number of ships which succumbed to the un-
predictable and sometimes foreboding weather
on the Lakes. Today, thousands of shipwrecks
are scattered across the floor of the Great
Lakes, including the remains of one of Amer-
ica’s first great naval victories, the Battle of
Lake Erie.

Despite this amazing heritage, only one ma-
rine sanctuary exists in the Great Lakes. The
Thunder Bay Marine Sanctuary, located in
Lake Huron off the coast of Alpena, Michigan,
has been a major economic driver for the
area, spurring tourism, research, and edu-
cational opportunities.

This bill builds on the success of Thunder
Bay by setting the stage to establish additional
sanctuaries across the Great Lakes. It directs
the Administrator of NOAA to identify under-
water areas throughout the Lakes that pos-
sess significant historical and archaeological
resources and recommend whether they
should be designated as National Marine
Sanctuaries.

Preserving the cultural legacy of our region
is an important component of caring for our
Great Lakes. Marine sanctuaries will protect
this history while providing the additional ben-
efits of driving economic development and
providing jobs to our region. | look forward to
working with my colleagues to achieve these
goals.

————

SUPPORT OF FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION WE DON'T SERVE
TEENS INITIATIVE

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise to address underage drinking, a pub-
lic health and safety issue that is often lost in
the pile of other stories in our 24-hour news
cycle.

Back in 2005, the Federal Trade Commis-
sion initiated a consumer education program
to reduce underage drinking called “We Don’t
Serve Teens.” It is a valuable resource to
raise awareness among parents, educators,
and other adults that furnishing alcohol to mi-
nors is illegal and irresponsible. The program
also encourages common-sense measures to
further reduce illegal underage drinking and
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the dangers caused by teens who drink ille-
gally and to the general public.

Over the last several years, | have checked
with credible sources to see how we are doing
as a nation on addressing underage drinking.

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA) indicates
that progress has continued for more than a
decade in reducing underage drinking, but it
remains a serious public health problem for
adolescents and young adults.

SAMSHA surveys find that significant num-
bers of younger persons between the ages of
12 and 14 drank alcohol in the month before
they were surveyed, and that more than 90
percent obtain alcohol from their own home,
the home of a friend, or an adult family mem-
ber. Those findings clearly indicate the impor-
tance that family members can play in reduc-
ing young adolescents’ access to alcohol and
the associated risks of injury and the early
onset of serious health problems.

Recent information on highway deaths from
the National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration is very discouraging for adults and
teens. Highway deaths increased in 2015 as
did deaths from drunk driving. More than
10,000 Americans were killed in drunk-driving
accidents, and younger drivers are a large
portion of that terrible and preventable toll.
Tens of thousands of people were also in-
jured, including many young people who will
be scarred or disabled for life.

Underage drinking is illegal and persons
under the age of 21 are subject to arrest,
fines, and license suspension for possession
of alcohol beverages or driving after consump-
tion of a single drink. This issue is often over-
looked in stories about the criminal justice sys-
tem. Thousands of young people get a crimi-
nal record and driver’s license history that will
prevent them from obtaining many jobs that in-
volve driving or that require a clean record. In
addition to the risk of injury and death, experi-
menting with alcohol can cause a young per-
son permanent economic harm.

A substantial proportion of college students
are under the age of 21. They face signifi-
cantly higher risks than their non-college peers
of injury or death from assault, car crashes,
and other accidents after illegally consuming
alcohol. This behavior must be challenged.
Our best and brightest students, many of
whom attend publicly supported schools and
receive government grants and subsidies,
have to do better.

For the last eleven years, members of the
alcohol beverage industry have actively sup-
ported the We Don’t Serve Teens initiative.
Constellation Brands Beer Division and many
retail stores in Chicago have made long-term
commitments to underage drinking prevention
in the district | represent and surrounding
communities. Over the last couple of months,
they sponsored electronic billboards, bus shel-
ter signs, and media messages to promote the
We Don’t Serve Teens message. Other com-
panies made similar efforts in their home cit-
ies. | commend those efforts. | also ask all
adults and teens to work together to further re-
duce the tragic consequences of illegal under-
age drinking. All of these hazards are prevent-
able.

As we approach the holiday season celebra-
tions in our homes and elsewhere, | urge all
adults to set an example of responsible be-
havior and compliance with laws designed to
ensure the safety of our citizens. With a sin-
cere commitment of parents, guardians, and
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concerned citizens to remain involved in the
lives of our teens, we can all get home safely
and to enjoy special holiday occasions to-
gether for years to come.

JANIECE LONGORIA NAMED 2017
MARITIME PERSON OF THE YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Janiece Longoria of Houston, TX,
for being named the 2017 Maritime Person of
the Year by the Greater Houston Port Bureau.

Janiece was recognized for her leadership
and accomplishments in the Port of Houston.
In 2013, she was unanimously appointed as
Chairman of the Port Commission by the City
of Houston and Harris County. Since her ten-
ure began, the Port of Houston Authority has
reached a historic high of handling more than
2 million loaded container units, increased rev-
enue, made infrastructure investments, and
worked on projects to keep the Houston Ship
Channel deep and wide. Her enthusiasm and
dedication to the Port of Houston have made
the port competitive internationally and a con-
tinued boost to the Houston economy.
Janiece’s stellar accomplishments also pre-
viously earned her the Distinguished Alumnus
Award for the University of Texas, the 2008
Sandra Day O’Connor Award for Board Excel-
lence, Female Executive of the Year Award
from the Houston Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, recognized as a “Breakthrough
Woman,” and inducted into the Hall of Fame
by the Greater Houston Women’s Chamber of
Commerce.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Janiece Longoria for being named the 2017
Maritime Person of the Year by the Greater
Houston Port Bureau. She has done so much
for the Port of Houston and the Houston area
and makes us proud. We look forward to see-
ing her continued success.

——

IN MEMORIAM: PRIVATE FIRST
CLASS DANIEL HUNT, FEBRUARY
10, 1933-SEPTEMBER 28, 1951

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Private First Class
(PFC) Daniel Hunt. PFC Daniel Hunt served
our country as a member of A Company, 1st
Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division with the United States Army.

Daniel was born February 10, 1933 to
Ownie and Lillie (White) Hunt, the youngest of
17 children. Daniel and two of his brothers,
John and Charles, served in the Korean War.
Daniel never returned.

PFC Daniel Hunt was killed on September
28, 1951 while serving his country on Heart-
break Ridge in South Korea, where his re-
mains were recovered earlier this year. Daniel
was missing in action for over 65 years and is
going home to Arizona to be buried with full
military honors.
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| am incredibly thankful for PFC Daniel Hunt
and his family’s sacrifice to our country.

Daniel is survived by his many nieces and
nephews. Please join me in honoring his
memory.

HONORING LAURA KORNFELD

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a constituent of mine and a pillar of the
community, Ms. Laura Kornfeld, who on Octo-
ber 11, 2016 is celebrating her amazing 90th
birthday.

A first generation American, Ms. Kornfeld
graduated from Tilden High School in Brooklyn
and was the first person in her family to attend
college. She received her Bachelor's degree
from Hunter College and later served as an of-
ficer on the Alumni Board of Columbia Univer-
sity Teachers College, the same institution
where she received a Master's Degree in
Adult Education. Ms. Kornfeld founded Aca-
demic Advisory Service, a company that as-
sisted women new to the job market. She
served on the New York State Advisory for
Women and the League of Women Voters,
Professional Womens’ Caucus and the Na-
tional Organization of Women.

In Rye, Ms. Kornfeld has been active in a
wide array of organizations and a strong sup-
porter of education and racial equality. She
has been on the Board of Carver Center in
Port Chester, supporting “grassroots orga-
nizers and advocates for the minority commu-
nity in Port Chester”. She served as President
of the PTA for the City of Rye Schools, as well
as on the board of Kids Space, a childcare
and enrichment program for school children.
She spearheaded Rye’s campaign to pass the
Equal Rights Amendment and attended the
International Women’s Year Conference in
1985 in Nairobi, Kenya.

Of course, Ms. Kornfeld’s main love has al-
ways been family. Married to career Naval offi-
cer Leo Kornfeld since 1947, they have been
residents of Rye, NY since 1957. They have
three grown children, Melanie, Hank and
Nancy Danielle.

Ms. Kornfeld has led an amazingly full and
active life. She has been a great member of
the community, who has always given her
time and effort to the issues that have made
her neighborhood stronger. Congratulations to
her on her 90th birthday.

MEMORIAL HERMANN SUGAR
LAND HOSPITAL RECEIVES
MALCOM BALDRIGE NATIONAL
QUALITY AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Memorial Hermann Sugar Land
Hospital for receiving the Malcom Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award.

This prestigious award is given by the U.S.
Department of Commerce through the Na-
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tional Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST). It is the nation’s highest Presidential
honor for sustainable excellence through vi-
sionary leadership, organizational alignment,
systemic improvement and innovation. Memo-
rial Hermann Sugar Land Hospital received
this award thanks to ranking among the top 10
percent for its emergency center arrival-to-dis-
charge time, compliance with regulations to re-
duce medication errors, bed turnaround times,
radiology and laboratory result turnaround
times, and the use of computerized physician
order entry.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Memorial Hermann Sugar Land Hospital for
receiving the Malcom Baldrige National Quality
Award. We all benefit from their commitment
to quality healthcare and we thank them for
their hard work to keep Houstonians healthy.

———

WAYZATA BOYS’ CROSS COUNTRY
WIN IT ALL

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Wayzata Boys Cross Country
team for winning the Minnesota High School
State Championship.

The Trojans capped off their championship
season with a strong team finish. Wayzata, led
by junior Khalid Hussein, had five runners
placing among the top 22 finishers in the state
championship race. The diligence of each indi-
vidual runner as well as the dedication of their
coach, Mark Popp, is responsible for this
team-wide success.

Everyone knows that cross country requires
countless hours of practice and preparation.
Is a sport that requires both mental and
physical endurance and these outstanding stu-
dent-athletes should be commended for their
excellence.

Balancing school and athletics is not an
easy task. It takes focus. It takes dedication.
And, it takes hard work both in and out of the
classroom as they continually make strides to
improve their craft. The families, teachers,
friends, and the entire community are very
proud of the Wayzata Boys’ Cross Country
team. Congratulations on being state champs.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CARLOS CURBELO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | un-
fortunately missed a vote during a vote series
on 12/1/16. Had | been present, | would have
voted yea on Roll Call No. 594.
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HONORING  WESTCHESTER  HIS-
PANIC LAW ENFORCEMENT AS-
SOCIATION 20TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the brave men
and women who protect us every day as
members of law enforcement are truly New
York’s Finest. For the last 20 years in West-
chester County, The Westchester Hispanic
Law Enforcement Association has dedicated
itself to making a difference in the community,
by paving the way for the future leaders in law
enforcement who will someday serve and pro-
tect their communities with great honor.

The Mission of the Westchester Hispanic
Law Enforcement Association (WHLEA) has
been to “build an organization that will with-
stand the test of time.” The pledge of their
founding members to make a difference has
been lived up to for two decades by members
who work tirelessly to improve conditions for
those less fortunate. The Association prides
itself on representing those who for too long
have remained disenfranchised, and left to do
for themselves. Their commitment to keeping
vigil over those in our communities whose
voices and concerns have all too often fallen
upon deaf ears has left a lasting impact on the
lives of countless people.

Above all though, the Association’s mission
is to pave the way for future generations, sons
and daughters who someday may choose the
Honorable profession of law enforcement as a
way of serving their communities. By working
to inspire, instruct and create the future lead-
ers of law enforcement throughout West-
chester County, the WHLEA has provided a
great service to the community. Congratula-
tions to their members on 20 years.

—————

SAN JACINTO COLLEGE TOP CON-
TESTANT FOR COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate San Jacinto College of Houston,
TX for being named a top-10 finalist for the
2017 Aspen Prize for Community College Ex-
cellence.

The Aspen Prize for Community College Ex-
cellence has nominated the top-notch commu-
nity colleges in the country regarding student
learning, certificate and degree completion,
employment and earnings for graduates and
accessibility and success of minority and lower
income students. San Jacinto was recognized
because of its extreme focus on supporting
and working with students to ensure they are
the most equipped to find a job and prepare
for life after graduation. Between 2007 and
2015, the number of certificates and associate
degrees San Jacinto College has awarded has
increased by an impressive 140 percent. The
winner of the $1 million prize will be an-
nounced in March.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
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to San Jacinto College for being named a top-
10 finalist for the Aspen Prize for Community
College Excellence. We are very proud of their
strong commitment to prepare students for life
after graduation. Keep up the good work.

RECOGNIZING BRUCE MULHEARN
HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Mr. Bruce
Mulhearn on his 50th Anniversary in the real
estate industry and helping individuals, fami-
lies, and businesses to achieve the American
dream. Mr. Mulhearn immigrated to the United
States via New Zealand in 1958. After working
in leather tanneries and pipe manufacturing
plants, he obtained his realty license and
began work for the Apple Valley Land & De-
velopment Co., selling vacant home sites in
the High Desert, California. Thereafter he
served honorably in the United States Army
for two years.

In 1967, Bruce and his wife Tomazina
opened Bruce Mulhearn Inc., Realtors in a
600 square foot office and began their journey
to build a company. The company grew to
eight offices and several hundred agents, and
by 1969, Mr. Mulhearn founded Castlehead
Escrow Company as an insurance brokerage,
a real estate school, new home development
and a mortgage brokerage operation. Within
twenty years the company was one of the
leading firms in all of Southern California.

He went on to become a Senior lecturer for
both the National Association of Realtors and
the California Association of Realtors. Mr.
Mulhearn was deeply involved in creating the
Certified Residential Broker and Certified Resi-
dential Specialist designations for the industry.
The company continued to grow and prosper
adding various affiliates and branch offices.

In 2014, a merge resulted in the creation of
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices California
Properties, with Bruce Mulhearn still the Presi-
dent and with his joint venture owners oper-
ating over twenty offices, doing business in
five counties with thousands of transactions
per vyear. After weathering five economic
storms during that time frame, with interest
rates soaring to as much as 24 percent includ-
ing the Great Recession most recently, this is
indeed a remarkable enterprise.

| applaud Mr. Bruce Mulhearn on his vision
and on creating opportunities for many others
within the real estate industry. | am delighted
to join in celebration of this important 50th An-
niversary milestone.

——
HONORING THE 80TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CHI ST. JOSEPH
HEALTH

HON. BILL FLORES
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 2, 2016
Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 80th anniversary of the founding of

CHI St. Joseph Health of Bryan, Texas, and
the 100th anniversary of the Sisters of St.
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Francis of Sylvania, Ohio. CHI St. Joseph
Health is a healthcare leader in the Brazos
Valley, drawing upon the rich legacy of the
Sisters of St. Francis.

In 1936, the Sisters purchased Bryan Hos-
pital and immediately began investing in im-
provements, making CHI St. Joseph part of its
growing nation-wide healthcare ministry. The
Sisters grew the small Bryan hospital into a
major regional health system with five hos-
pitals, two long-term care facilities, more than
30 clinics, and an exceptional physician net-
work that is 250 physicians strong. The Sis-
ters’ investment has given CHI St. Joseph the
privilege of caring for more patients, delivering
more babies, and introducing more advance-
ments in healthcare that any other provider in
the region.

In 2014, through Supreme guidance and
ministry, the Sisters pursued sponsorship with
Catholic Health Initiatives, one of the largest
healthcare systems in the nation. The Sisters
believed this move would help CHI St. Joseph
continue to thrive in a complex and ever-
changing healthcare environment.

The 80th anniversary of CHI St. Joseph and
the 100th anniversary of the Sisters of St.
Francis are being celebrated by current and
former CHI St. Joseph leaders, Sisters of St.
Francis leadership, the Board of Directors,
physicians, administration, team members with
more than 25 years of tenure, the entire St.
Joseph’s team, and all of the Brazos Valley.
Their hard work and dedication to improve
their communities should be both appreciated
and celebrated.

I, along with the residents of the 17th Con-
gressional District, commend CHI St. Joseph’s
and the Sisters of Sylvania for their 80 years
of unwavering commitment, dedication, and
contributions to the Brazos Valley. All of us
also wish them great success in the future.

As | close, | ask everyone to continue pray-
ing for our country, and for our military and
first responders who selflessly serve and sac-
rifice to protect us. God bless important institu-
tions like CHI St. Joseph’s and God Bless
America.

———————

CONGRATS TO EDINA GIRLS’
CROSS COUNTRY

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, | want to offer
a big congratulations to the Edina Girls’ Cross
Country team for winning the Minnesota High
School State Championship.

After winning it all last year, the Hornets
were determined to defend their state title. In
the final race, Edina put forward a great team
effort with runners from all four grades placing
for points, including three runners in the top
10 and five in the top 20. Led by senior cap-
tain Amanda Mosborg, the team was able to
fend off its rivals and repeat as champs.

Cross country requires countless hours, and
miles, of training and discipline. As the father
of cross-country runners myself, I've seen
firsthand the time and commitment it takes,
from the challenging practices to the faraway
travel to daylong meets, all while juggling aca-
demics and other obligations. These girls,
along with Coach Matt Gabrielson, saw their
dedication pay off with their victory.
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Mr. Speaker, after winning the champion-
ship last year, the Edina Girls’ Cross Country
team didn’t let up and came back to win it
again. Congratulations to the runners, coach-
es, and parents on an excellent season. Our
community is proud. Go Hornets.

————

ROBERT ROBBINS NAMED HOUS-
TON’S INTERNATONAL CITIZEN
OF THE YEAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Robert C. Robbins, M.D. for
being named Houston’s 2016 International Cit-
izen of the Year.

The World Affairs Council of Greater Hous-
ton awarded Robert the International Citizen of
the Year award for his partnership with the
Texas Medical Center (TMC) and his vision
and energetic efforts to engage with biotech
leaders, investors and other stakeholders from
around the world. Robert is an internationally
recognized cardiac surgeon and joined the
TMC as president and CEO in 2012. His ex-
pertise is in the surgical treatment of conges-
tive heart failure and cardiothoracic transplan-
tation and his research expands from cardiac
transplant allograft to bioengineering blood
vessels and automated vascular anastomotic
devices.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Robert C. Robbins, M.D. for being recog-
nized as Houston’s 2016 International Citizen
of the Year. We benefit from his medical skills
and commitment to quality care. We look for-
ward to his future accomplishments.

U.S. ECONOMY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, this morning, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor released its November jobs re-
port detailing the state of the U.S. workforce
and employment throughout our nation. Ac-
cording to the report, the unemployment rate
declined to its lowest point since August 2007,
falling from 4.9 percent to 4.6 percent unem-
ployment last month. U.S. employers also
added 178,000 jobs to the economy—pointing
to strength and stability throughout the coun-
try.

Our growing economy and burgeoning work-
force is a testament to President Obama’s
policies and efforts to put Americans back to
work by reversing years of damage caused by
President Bush and the regressive policies of
the right. President Obama has helped to
steer us to the lowest period of unemployment
in nine years, despite having to face the most
serious economic downturn since the Great
Depression and the most divided Congress
this nation has seen in recent years. Busi-
nesses have been able to add 15.6 million
jobs since early 2010 and this growth can en-
dure as long as we continue to enact policies
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and embrace a culture that favors everyday
men and women, and not just a select few.

As we inch closer to President-elect
Trump’s administration and a Congress domi-
nated by Republicans in the House and Sen-
ate, | will continue to encourage the new Ad-
ministration and my colleagues in Congress to
stay on our current path of creating jobs and
decreasing unemployment for all Americans. If
we reverse course by handing out billions of
dollars in tax breaks to only the largest cor-
porations and the wealthiest Americans, gut-
ting public programs and social safety nets, or
slashing spending on research and develop-
ment, then our economic growth will surely
stall.

Mr. Speaker, our nation is at an important
crossroad. The transition to this new adminis-
tration and Republican-controlled Congress
poses new opportunities and even greater
challenges. Will we choose to continue on the
path to prosperity? Or will President-elect
Trump and the Republican majority work to re-
verse all of the progress that we have
achieved for everyday Americans by instead
favoring the super wealthy and the biggest
corporations? Only time will tell, although it is
imperative that we look to these gains
throughout our economy over these eight
years and work to continue that trend. Any-
thing less would be an insult to the American
people and a devastating step in the wrong di-
rection after coming so far.

HONORING ANN MURO
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those special indi-
viduals who dedicate their lives to improving
the community have the power to transform
lives for the better. In Yonkers, no one has
had a more transformative effect than my
friend, Ann Muro, an amazing public servant
who has dedicated her life to helping others.
Ann grew up in the Colonial Heights section of
Yonkers and attended Annunciation School
and Maria Regina High School. She then went
on to Mercy College, where she received her
degree in Behavioral Psychology. Always
wanting to help people, Ann became a Social
Worker for the County of Westchester and
served on the steering committee for the im-
plementation of the Medicaid Program into
Westchester County. She also served as a
Community Affairs Specialist for the West-
chester County Human Rights Commission
and as an Employment Specialist for the Yon-
kers Employment Center. In addition to her
professional work helping others, Ann has also
been extremely active in the community during
her personal time. She serves as President of
the Exchange Club of Yonkers; Board Member
of PAL; President of the Crestwood Tenants
Association; former Board Member of the Yon-
kers Chamber of Commerce; former Board
Member of the American Cancer Society, and
this is just a small fraction of her involvement.
A published writer, Ann is also in the process
of writing two books and is also an accom-
plished poet.

This year, the Yonkers Exchange Club is
honoring Ann for all of her incredible work and
contributions in the community. | want to con-
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gratulate her on this wonderful honor and
thank her on behalf of the 16th Congressional
District.

——————

RECOGNIZING ROBERT D.
ESCALANTE

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to success-
ful business owner Robert D. Escalante. Mr.
Escalante is the owner of Custom Auto Serv-
ice in my district. For decades the Packard
Motor Car marketed some of America’s most
prestigious cars. Custom Auto Service special-
izes in rebuilding and selling Packard Auto-
mobiles. This year, Custom Auto Service and
the Packard Automobile are celebrating their
Golden Anniversary in Santa Ana, California;
50 years of dedication to the “American
Dream” car—the PACKARD. Custom Auto
Service also recently entered into a public-pri-
vate partnership with other businesses to help
establish a four-block development zone na-
tionally known as Fiesta Marketplace. Its pur-
pose is to help nurture the surrounding com-
munity in Santa Ana.

We give thanks to businesses like Custom
Auto Service for doing their part to lift up our
district. This small business is a reflection of
what’s in the heart of America and | thank Mr.
Robert Escalante for his tremendous dedica-
tion.

———

PEARLAND 6U AMERICAN FORCE
BASEBALL TEAM WINS WORLD
TITLE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 2, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 6U American Force baseball
team from Pearland, TX for winning the United
States Specialty Sports Association Baseball
World Series title in Dallas.

After going 3-0 in the pool play, the team
was a Number 2 seed going into the first
round of the tournament. From there American
Force went undefeated in the tournament
earning the championship title. The American
Force coaches are Ruben Ramirez, James
Turrubiartes, Tino Arredondo, Junior Vasques,
Bryan White, and Cliff Santellana. Most Valu-
able Player (MVP) of the championship game
was Alex Vasques and Offensive MVP was
given to Thomas Turrubiartes.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to the 6U American Force team for their ac-
complishments. We wish them success in fu-
ture baseball seasons and look forward to
rooting for them next year. Pearland, Texas is
proud of them.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action

The Senate was not in session and stands ad-

journed until 3 p.m., on Monday, December 5,
2016.

Committee Meetings
No committee meetings were held.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 10 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 6424-6433 and 2 resolutions, H.]J.
Res. 105; and H. Res. 940 were introduced.

Pages H7143-44

Additional Cosponsors: Page H7144
Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Journal: The House agreed to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal by voice vote. Pages H7121, H7134

Recess: The House recessed at 9:13 a.m. and recon-
vened at 10:01 a.m. Page H7123

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017: The House agreed to the conference re-
port to accompany S. 2943, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the Department of En-
ergy, and to prescribe military personnel strengths
for such fiscal year, by a yea-and-nay vote of 375
yeas to 34 nays, Roll No. 600. Pages H7123-34

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
at 12 noon on Monday, December Sth for Morning
Hour debate. Page H7136

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the
House today appears on page H7134.

Senate Referrals: S. 3492 was referred to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. S. 10 was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary. S. 2058 was referred to
the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology.
Page H7142

Quorum Calls—Votes: One yea-and-nay vote de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appears
on pages H7133-34. There were no quorum calls.

Adjournment: The House met at 9 a.m. and ad-
journed at 1:10 p.m.

Committee Meetings

A SAFETRACK?: OVERSIGHT OF WMATA'’S
SAFETY AND MAINTENANCE

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform: Sub-
committee on Government Operations; and Sub-
committee on Transportation and Public Assets, held
a joint hearing entitled “A SafeTrack?: Oversight of
WMATA'’s Safety and Maintenance”. Testimony was
heard from Christopher A. Hart, Chairman, National
Transportation Safety Board; Matthew Welbes, Exec-
utive Director, Federal Transit Administration; and
public witnesses.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR MONDAY,
DECEMBER 5, 2016

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate
No meetings/hearings scheduled.
House

No hearings are scheduled.
D1087
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
3 p.m., Monday, December 5 12 p.m., Monday, December 5
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will resume consideration  Program for Monday: To be announced.
of the message of the House to accompany H.R. 34, Tsu-

nami Warning, Education, and Research Act (the legisla-

tive vehicle for 21st Century Cures Act), and vote on the

motion to invoke cloture on the motion to concur in the

amendment of the House to the amendment of the Senate

to the bill at 5:30 p.m. The filing deadline for first-

degree amendments to the message of the House to ac-

company the bill is at 4 p.m.
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