
 
 

• As of 31 March, the number of 
confirmed and unconfirmed cases in 
Guinea reached 122 in total, including 
80 deaths. In Liberia, there have been 
four deaths in a total of eight cases and 
in Sierra Leone two, both of whom 
died. 

 

• Out of these total numbers, 24 in 
Guinea and three in Liberia have been 
confirmed as Ebola Haemorrhagic Fever 
(now known as Ebola Virus Disease - 
EVD) cases and they have all tested 
positive to the same species, namely 
Zaire ebolavirus. 

 

Guinea 
• The situation in the forested area of 

south-eastern Guinea seems to be 
stabilizing, notably due to active case 
finding, active contact tracing, effective 
case management in isolation wards 
and public awareness measures. 

 

• In Conakry, there have been 11 
confirmed cases so far. All cases 
concerned people coming from south-
eastern Guinea. Health staff in the 
hospital are among these cases. They 
were contaminated before measures for 
disease spread prevention were taken. 
The Guinean Ministry of Health, 
together with Médecins Sans Frontières, 
is currently identifying a location for the 
establishment of a single Isolation and 
Treatment Centre for all Conakry. While 
additional assistance, such as protective 
equipment and additional specialist 
teams, continue to reach Conakry, 
logistics and coordination remain 
challenging. 

 

Liberia / Sierra Leone 
• In Liberia, confirmed or suspected 

cases have been identified in Lofa, 
Nimba and Margibi counties, while in 
Sierra Leone cases under investigation 
are from Kailahun district. All of the 
initial reported cases in these two 
countries had travelled to Guinea before 
the onset of the Ebola outbreak. 

 

ECHO response 
• ECHO is supporting the humanitarian 

response to the Ebola outbreak with 
EUR 500 000 for case identification and 
management. Two ECHO experts are 
present in Conakry and an additional 
expert is arriving in Monrovia. Further 
support is presently being considered.  
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SITUATION 

Facts about EVD (WHO) 
 

• Five distinct species of the Genus 
Ebolavirus exist, one of which is Zaire 
ebolavirus. 

• In Africa, fruit bats of the Pteropodidae 
family are considered possible natural 
hosts of the Ebola virus. 

• Contact with carcasses of wild infected 
animals increase the risk of EVD 
occurrence. 

• The mortality rate is 50%-90%. 
• The virus spreads through person-to-

person transmission. 
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http://ercportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Flash/Last-15-ECHO-Flash
http://www.afro.who.int/en/clusters-a-programmes/dpc/epidemic-a-pandemic-alert-and-response/outbreak-news/4071-ebola-haemorrhagic-fever-guinea-30-march-2014.html
http://www.who.int/csr/don/2014_03_30_ebola_lbr/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs103/en/

