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Initial Analysis Results

● Wikipedias contain more than 500 million 
facts in infoboxes templates (not adopting 
Wikidata)

● Data in Wikidata and Wikipedia originates 
externally and is added via:
○ Copying online databases
○ Copy & paste from HTML/PDF

● Study about difficulty of syncing properties:
○ Easy (no change, clear method), e.g. 

person height, release date
○ Difficult (updated, varying methods), e.g. 

population count

  “Human(s)-in-the-loop” synchronization

● Final decision to synchronize a value is made by 
an editor who understands consensus and 
the implications

● No automatic imports - goal is to drastically 
reduce the time for editors to research all 
references for individual facts and make infobox 
maintenance faster and more effective

Motivation

Wikipedia infoboxes significantly vary 
between different language versions w.r.t. 
quality, comprehensiveness, and 
up-to-dateness. And Wikidata is (still) not 
adopted in a wide range of infobox 
templates.

There is need for a synchronisation 
mechanism between all the data contained in 
the Wikiverse, which can be broken down 
into these two sub-problems:

1. Facts from Wikipedia Infoboxes are not 
managed on a global scale.

2. Manually created facts from Wikipedia 
infoboxes are not included in Wikidata.

Introducing the 
GlobalFactSync

(GFS) Data Browser

Methods:

1. Create a tool that captures and presents 
information about which facts and references 
are available in the Wikiverse. 

2. Include selected external sources to increase 
available information within the Wikiverse.

3. Adds facts and reference from article text
External Data
● MusicBrainz 
● GeoNames 
● CIA World 

Factbook
● Library Data
● Your Data
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