


EXh- PTOo *-:'{‘*”:\ 7'{;

Translated by
Defernse Language Branch

IRTERNATIONAL MTLITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
-V S -

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition

Deponent: KOKUBU, Shinhichirs

and in accordance with the procedure followed in our couvntry

I hereby depose ns follows:

l. T, ¥OKUBU, Shinhichird, am an eX-Lieutenant-general

and live at Sackae-machi, Isshinden-cho, Kawage-gun, Mie

Prefecture, 7T am "4 years old.

2. By an order issved Somectime about November 5th in

1937, I left the post of staff officer of the Kwantung

Army and was appointed staff officer of the 5th Division

(my rark then was lievtenant-colonel and T was in charpge

of operations) urder the command of Lieutenant-general

ITAGAKI, Seighiro.

About June 15th of the following year,

I left this post ang Was transferred to the post of Senior

Adjutant of the Ministry of War (my rank was then colonel).




installed as Minister of VVar,

I remained in my post till about Atgust 1lst, 1939. and then

/

was transferred to the rost of the regimental ccnmander at

Omura in Nagasaki Prefecture., As shown in the above record,

‘o ITAGAKT most of the time when
he was Commander of the oth Division angd Minister of "ap,
I shall depose about the evernts during that period.

3. About Nov. 5th in 1937 T vent to the headouarters
of the 5th division which was engaged in a battle for capturing
Talyvan in Shansi Province, and was assigned to serve underp
Commander ITAGAKTI as a staff officer, Prior to this, as I
had served under him as a staff officer vher he was the chief
of staff in the Kwantung Army, his personality, knowledge
and views were familiar to me. Now, upon arrival at my post,
he reiterated his oprinion that Japan and China should not
fight. He said that the reprettable incident has occurred
already and as long as he is ecting at the front under the
Imperial command, he should as a matter of course serve his

corrtry as ordered, however, efforts should be made to bring

the incident to s reaceful settlemen

people with affection and that the slightest

cruelty shovld not be tolerated. 3Such was Gen. ITAGAKI's




Def. Doc. # 2042

principle throvghout his service as Divisional Commander.

4 The ©th Division, after taking a part in the battle

A~

for capturing Taiyuan, Wwas ordered to move on to Paoting 1in

d was stationed thereabouts from the end of

Hopel Province an
1937 till the early part of January, 1938, under-

November,

going training in preparation for the ensuing operations.

Afterwards it was organized into the ond Army which was 1in

the Tsin-Pu Railway area, From the middle of January 1938

ti11 the end of April of the same year, the division was

located along the Kiao-Tsi Railway (Tsingtaw, Tsinan) and

from April 30th on 1t
On the attached map I have indi

participated in the Hsuchow campaign.

cated, as 1 remembered,

the movements of the 5th pivision during this period.

5. As is clear from the foregoing statement, the 5th

NDivision was moving towards Paoting from Sshansi Province

when Nanking fell on December 13th, 1937, and it was at

Paoting that Divisional Commander ITAGAKT and his staff,

fall for the first time.
5th

including me,were informed of the

It jis needless to say that the officers and men of the

Division under the Command of ITAGAKI had nothing to do

with the so-called Narking Affair.
6. Drrirg his service, Divisional Commander ITAGAKI

was particularly desirous of enforcing military discipline

~bove all things and taught his officers and men in this

respect. Giving strict warning against any unjust action
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that might be taken against the Chinese people, he came out
with a policy to punish severely, according to the military
law, even one man if he found guilty. With regard to military
descipline, he attached importance to the responsibility
of commanding officers and other responsible officers who
were under his jurisdiction and went ahead to reprimand
even officers in such catagory when they neglected their
duties in this connection. Not only did he wish to maintain
military discipline in those units under his command but
he was also deeply concerned about that of other units.
He did everything to bring ouvt the true quality of the
Javanese Army and to maintein its prestire.

He often gave instructions to his units on observing
military discipline as well as speaking to his officers
and men on this subject by citing examples of good military
discipline.

In the early p~rt of January, 1938 the following request
on the svbject of Observation of Military Dicscipline by
Units Oversezs was received from the Chief of Staff of the

Armyv S=2ction, Imperial Headquarters.

(T had copied this and kept it in my possession).

Request of the sStaff of the Army Section.
“hen we look back,the Iwperial Army has already been

fighting nearly half a year, always making great gains
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wherever it fought., The loyalty and valour of our officers
snd men are the object of unlimited admiration at home and
abroad.,

The merit of the Imperial Army 1s more and more beilng
recorrnized, but when we reflect upon the condition within
the Army we reslize that there still exist marny sghortcomings.
In regard to military discipline especially, we often hear
loathsome incidents breaking out lately. Althovgh we do
not wish to believe such incidents, ve can not help but
feel disturbed. One man's miscondvcet will affect the quality
of an entire vnit ard s mictalte nmade by one unit will dis-
prace the sacred task of the entire army.

All commardirg officers must fully grasp the meaning
of leadership, willingly set examples 2nd maintein rigid
military disciplire by meting out punishments to offenders

and piving encouragement to those whoever praiseworthy.

Soldiers shovld warn one another against misconductj and

every individuval shovld cantion himself against falling into
the stale of looseness and laxity. Trom now on, as the
campaigns progress there will be an increasing number of
vnits which will be assigned in areas away from the front

to maintain security. In view of this every offlcer and

man shovld especially endeavor to maintain self-discipline,
to restrain his personal desires and to keep harmony and

unity so as not to disgrace the good name of the Tmperial

. 5 a
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Army.

This serves not only to maintein the honouvur and dignity
of ovr forces, but 2lso helps to subdue the third nations
and nhostlle forces as well as to win the popular senti-
ment of the enemy nationals. In the end it will mean the
achievement of our true object of sending troops and the
response to the Imperial wiches.

Vhen we review the general situation in the past,
especially, the rapid prorrecss of our military operations
and the conditions of our forces, we can find numerous
causes which made our maintenance of rigid military discipline
difficult. Consequently, ve are fully aware that we can not
poirt out each and every instance of offense and violation
and hold our overgeas urits resronsible for it. Nevertheless,
the more difficult 2nd inconvenient does the situation
grow, the more sincere efforts must be made to overcome it,
Althourh I feel deeply sympathetlice with ouvr officers and
men ovaerseas who are fighting bravely day and pight under
the stress of extreme vwveather, I am certain that you will
understand my ardent desire and request concerning the
enforcement of military discipline with a view to bringing

this Incident to a successful end.

January 7th, 1938

Prince KOTOHITO
Chief of Staff, Army
Section, Imperial
Headquarters.
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The Commander of the North China Area Army gave

instructions in connection miighde.the above. The maln roints
wvere as follows:

(T had copied this and kept it in my possession),

Instructions

To all units under this command:

A request regarding the enforcement of military dis-
cipline has been rorwarded to me by the Chief of the General
gtaff as in the attached sheet. I am greatly concerned.
Officers and men under my command must exert theilr ev
effort to caution one another snd observe more rigid military
discipline.

Jaruary 8th, 1938
TERAUCHI, Hisaichl

Commander, North

China Area Army.

At that time I was, ordered by Divisional Commander
TTAGAKI to make a draft of tnstructions, to be given to
his division. I was ordered to stress further the desire
of the Staff of the Army Section and the Commander of the
North China Area Army. This draft was inspected closely
by Divisional Commander ITAGAKI and sometime about January

51st of the same year, 1t was jssued in the form of Divisional

Commander's instructions, the summary of wvhich was as follows:
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Instructions

Although spegches and instructions were often given
en the subject of military discipline in the past, it is
regrettable that it is not being observed as strictly as
& wicsh it to be observed.

It was with great awe that I was requested to enforce
military discipline by the Chief of Staf{, Army Section,
Imperial Headquarters and by the Commander of the Area
Army. Every unit commander under my command must admonish
his subordinates to drive home the object of the abhove
request so as to intensify the enforcement of military and
moral discipline.

January 21lst, 1938

ITAGAKI, Seishiro
Commander, 5th

Division.
The foregoing instructions were made in the form of
a document and the copies were distributed among the units

under his command. The original along with the Request

of the Staff of the Army Section and the instructions of

the Commender of the North China Area Army must have been
kept at the Headquarters of the Sth Division. But later
the 5th Division moved to ARU lslands, and while there the
war ended and documents were disposed by burning by the

order of the central avthority. And the 5th Depot Division

- 8 o




Def. Doc. # 2042

in Firoshima was destroyed by the atomic bomb, so it is not
likely that any copy is in exisistence today.
7« Gen. ITAGAKT was looked upon as a so-called authority

on China after his long years of duties and study in China.

f

.9
Accordinsly, he was vell versed in things\China and held
/

a deep affection towards the Chinese people. For example,
surrencered Chinese soldiers 2nd captured bandits were not
left to the disposal of his subordinates, but were brought

to him directly whenever possible and he personally questioned

them with courtesy in hi luent Chinese language, Immediatly

after The capture of Taiyunan, he prohibited the soldiers

from loaging in the city and took precavtions to prevent
any illegel acticn that might be taken against the properties
of the local peonle.

8. Gen. TTAGAKI came to Tokyo in the latter part of
May, 1938 and was installed as Minister of War on June 3rd.
A little later I was appointed to the post of Senior Adjutant
of the Tar Ministry sometime about June 15th, While serving
thus vnder him I had very little to do with our admiristra-
tive policy due to the type of work I was assigned to.
But I was quite familiar with his ideas becauvse he revealed
them to me whenever he had a chance to do so.

Hls ldeas were that Japan and China should not fight;

that Japan ought not to use armed forces against China;

-0 a
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thet efforts should be made to bring about an early peace;
and that our troops should be withdrawn., All his efforts

were concentrated along this line,

His motto was 'harmony among men', and he went so

far as to rephrase it'harmony among men world over',
Anything that was contrary to his motto, he contended,
shovld be watched closely even if it seemed vnimportant,

Also, in order to further materialize and practice the
Imperial messages given to the soldiers and sailors to
cope with the situations ir the field, he always meintained
that it was important to make and distribute among all
officers and men such instructions as "Battlefield Code!
The fact that our so called "Battlefield Code™ was published
later based on his suggestion is a proof of the fire charac-
ter of General ITAGAKT.

On this 6th day of August, 1947

At Tokyo

Deponent: /S/ KOKUBU Shinhichiro (seal)

I, BAFNO, Junkichi, hereby certify that the above
statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his
signature and seal thereto in the presence of this Witness.

On the same date,
at the same place

Witness: /S/ BANNO, Junkichi (seal)
e 10 »
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Tn acrordance witn m7 ccocnscience 1 swear to tell the

whole truch with holding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ KOKUBU, Shinhichiro (seal)
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