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Page 560
Memorandum by the Ambgssador 1in Japan (Crow)

[Tokyo,/ August 18, 19:1

The Minister for Foreign Affalrs asked me to call 4t 4 o'clock
this afternoon and in an orz]l statement which took two hours and
a half to be delivered, intepreted from Japanese into English
and transcribad 27 S, Admiral Toveda set forth 2 propoe2l of
prime importancs for solving Lhe prosent eritical situation be-
tween Japan and the Unitad States. He polnted out the supreme
importance of avoiding any leakage, sspecially he said t©o the
Germans or itallans, and he hoped that in my report o Washingtm
no risk woull be incurred of my telogram being read by otherc.

T said that the te.ogran would be scut in a code which 1 hopeu
and belicved was unbr-akable., I said That s© far 2s 1 was con=-
corned the only persons V.0 would be informed of “26 proposal
would be Mr. Dooman and ny sonf idential secretary, i7iss Arnold,
who would transcribe the conversation. The Illiplister seemed O
be eriirely satisfled witl. these assurancct.

The Minister commenced DY stat' 1z that this was to be 2
long and strictly confidential talk on a very imrnortant ma o ter
in which he asked for my cooperation. He said that he would
speak to me frankly as a naval officer and not as a career dip-
1omat. I rzplied that I myself had no use for 014 World diplomac]
and was accustomed to speaking also witl: the utmost frankness and

straight from the shoulder.

1. The stationing of Japaness foreas in Indochina, resulting
from the protocol for the joint defence of Irdochina, was A4
peaceful auu protective step taken for thoc purpose of solving
the China affair. 1t was an irndependent step taken on Japan's
own initiative and no Geérman Or Aany other pressure had been
exerted. '

5, In spite of the foregolng sagsurances conveyad to me and
also to Admirsl Nomura, the United States had assumed that this
was the exercise of armed force at Sne instigation of Germany
and had taken an economic sten» whicn had brougnat our countries
very near to 2 complete severance of economic relations and had
left a big black spot on the long history of peaceful relations
between the United States and Japan.

3, The Japanese pbeopls, said the Ministe», share his opinion
and public opinion has bezome extremely excited ' & thoe Govern-
ment has done all in 1T& power to repress this ex:. . _amcnt by
prohibitling posters, public gathering:s and r.ost’ie press comment.

'« The rerly of the Japanese Government to the Precident's
proposal of July 2L, was sent imme - _ately to Washington and when
Secretary Hull returnzd to Washington on Aupueb {; Ambassador

ded him the replv. 7This reply r.ad been drafted
after careful and comp’ete study and with a vigow to meeting AS

far as possible the intentions of the aAmerican Government.

5. The Japanase reply containe important proposals which
would bind both governments: J wanese forces In Tndochina would
be immediately withirawn wher tna China affair is settled; 1t
contains three points binding each party.
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6. Nevertheless the President's proposal was an independent
one dealing exclusively with the joint defence measure of Indo-
china, The Japanese reply was also accordingly restricted to
that sub ject and was to be dealt with independently of the
general agjustment of relations which had bean discussed between
Secretary Hull and Admiral Ilomura.

T« On August € Admiral Nomura had received from Secretary
Hull the American reply to the Japanese proposal reiterating
the substance of the President's proposal of July 24 and Admiral
Toyoda regretted that the American reply secmed to attach too
little 1mportance to the profound consideration given by the
Japanese Government to the President's proposal.

8. In other words, the American proposal, it seems, sug-
gested the withdrawsl »f Japancee forces from Indochina as a
prerequisite although the Japanese Government had definitely
affirmed its inten®lion to withdraw irmmediately after the China
affalr had been settled because ths Chin- affalr is the obstacle
to peace in the Far Eact,

9. If the Ui.ited States really deslires peac: in the Far
East *the Japanese Government hopes that it will give full con-
sider ition to the Japanese Government's declaration and will
cooperate for the settlement of the China affair which is the
obstacle to peace in the Far East.

10. As the Ambassador is fully aware, both the present and
the 13st cablinet of Prince Konoye have had the sincerest wish
to ad juct rclations with the United States and it is the Minister!
firm conviction that there is no room for doubt that this wish
has been equally shared by President Roosevslt and Secretary Hull,

TY; “ROIraT Poyadn . eewe fhis basmusc. dhre hrowledown- shvenee.
accomplishment of cordidl {riendship Between both pe-ples would
itself be an extremely miser-ble matter, and not only tzat but
because both Japan and the United States which are the last two
countries which hold the key for maintaining world peace in their
hands under the present world situation would procead to the
worst situation without showing statesmanship; that would leave
the greatest black spot on human history and would be nothing

but making future historians unable to understand the nature of
the breakdown, and lastly because allowing the situation to come
ta that pass would mean that we as statesmen had not fully ful-

filled our responsibility for the benefit »f both peoples.

12. The Minister believes that both Japan and the United
States must do thelr duty as saviours of the vorld in the present
crisis, and for that purpose the problems lying >t "32n the two
countries must bc considered in a calm and frienly a.mosphere
on an €qual basis as betwesn two great powers facing the Pacific
Ocean; the Minlster furthsr balicves that it would be possible
to comé to an adjustment of relations between both countries in
that spirit.

15 The Minister cannot but recoznize the fact that in spite
of the points just mentioned the present relitisns betwezan the
United States and Japan have become exir-m=21ly strained as a re-
sult of misynderstanding between the cwo courntries z1d sinister
deslgns by third powers, and that if the situation should be left

without trying to prevent it from getting worse 1t would lead to
a4 most critiecal sdtuations. | . L T -
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-0, .The foregoing is the substance 5f the highly serious and
abSolutely secret proposal for whic: the Minister especially
asked me to visit him tcday. In view of 1tes importance and deli-
cate nature he does not need to ask me to keep this only to
myself as it 1s not difficult to imagine what would occur if 1t
should leak out. This 1s the reason whv he has so far been in-
structing only Admiral Zomura to dicscucs and to dispose of the
matter in the United States, but in ordsr o make this proposal
realized he has most frankly exnressed bis opir‘on to2 me 8O
that he may have my he.piul co-peration and, if thers should be
any question concerring this pro»nosal he will ba very zlad to
talk it over with me.

early part of the Minicter's oral statement, before he
had the proposed meeting in Houolula, I spoke of Japan's
progressive southward aavance and the fact that in s»nite of all
peaceful assurancez the American Goevernment, in the light of the
steps taken by .2parn, could only be guided by facts and actions
and ot ty words. I noted also the fact that wnereas in previous
conversation the Minister had aseritzd the Japanese move 1nto
Indochina as brought about by ths 'lLraatened encirclement by
other powers Including the United £ta%es and Graat Sritain he
now aserived it exclusivoely tc the 330%iing of the China affalr.
To these ¢ nments the Minister made no replYV.

I furtherwmore repeatei to him the statement which the Under
Secretary had made to the Japaness Ambassador on July 23 to the
effact that Mr. ilull could not see that any hagsie was now offerecad
for c-ntinuing the conver:cations which hac¢ bheen carried on 1n
Wash ngton betv-sn the Secretary and Adwiral Nopwra and I also
spoke of Mr. Hull's statement to Acdiiral Nomura on August 8 to
the effcct that in the view of the American “Government the pro-
posal handed by the Japanese Ambassador to the Secretary of State
on August 6 failed in responsiveness .o the proposal advanced Dby

the President on July 2.

At the ond of his presentation I said that 1 would withhold
comment until my Government had had an sppoerturtry to study the
proposal which the Min!ster nad advanczd but I said that 1in the
intercsts of poace I would give the proposal my cwn personal
supporte.

Jfoseph/C. G/rew/




