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SHORN DEFOSITICON
Deponents Kial:iBE, Torashiro

having been duly sworn in accordance with the procedure fonor:ed

in my country, I do hereby depose and say &s follovwsi

le Ly Ioi‘a.nBE. Torashiro, was the senior member of the Sacond

!_.- Seetion (in charge of operations) of the General Staff, Tokyo,
| from april, 192¢ to January, 1932
Referring to the series of telegram copies, contained in Tefe.
Doce j 2048 w-P, I affirm that B,D,F,L,M and N are correct copies
| of those tclegrams vwhich were drafted by my section (rmostly by

myself) and despatched tc the Commander of Kwantung Army or his

Chief of Staff under the name of thé Chief of General Staff or

the Vice-Chief of Generzl Staff. The telegram embeodied in E was

received by the General Staff from the Kwantung army and I remecmber

& =R,

that I read it at that time. ¢,G,H,I,J and K are copics ol 5
"ar Ministry to the Kwantung LHITYe
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telegnams despatched from the

islthough they dealt with matters not under the jurisdiction of the
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General ttaff, I wes acquaintod with the fact that these telegrams

vere dispatched at ' that timo because of the buasiness contact

botveen the tar Vinistry and the General Staff,

I vas a staff officer of the Kwantung irmy from August, 1934

to Yarch, 1936, and the Chiof of thc Zeeond Section (in charge

of intelligence) from .Lugust, 1935, within that period, Lieuteneute

Colonel TulN«Ki, Ryukichi, was my suhordinete, as a staff officer

W

attached to the econd Section.

In Lecerbor, 1935, General VINAMI arrived at his post as
Comrander of Kvantung Jrmy and ambassador plenipotentiary to
Fanchukuo, ufter his arrival, the General gave officers and men
frequent instructions, the majority of vhich rere drafted by me as
a matter of duty. These instructions werec made naturally to scrve
different purposcs of respective occasions, but there vere tvo
ideas consistently running through all, namely, (1) respcet for
and assistance to indepondent Manchukuo, end (2) self-reflection
and climination of thg vain feeling of Japanese superiority. I
rererber that vhenever thesec two wore contained in the draft of
an instruction, I could obtain the signature of the Cormandor
vwithout hitch. Not only such vas thc sentiment of General VINANI,
but all of us vworking under him believed firmly in the fact that
Manchukuo would sccuro her international status as a pe;'fect

indepeuaunt country.

The RKwantung .rmy at that time held the maintenance of peacc

and order within Manchukuo as the primary duty under the Japan-
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yanchukuo protocols The troops were put in dispersed positions to
the extreme, suffering the inadequacy from the military point of
view for the defense against dangers from outside of Manchukuos

Kence, the disposition of the Jrmy was even rore inadequate for

any offensive towards UsSe.SeHe OT China,

In Mey, 1935, War Minister 1L YASHI came to MNManchuria to
inspect the condition of the irmy there. Incidentally about‘ that
tire, the so-called WEZU-Ho Yin-Chin agroement was ::c:.mc.alutfl;n'i'+ in
North China. Connceting with thuse eventas, varicus rumours vere
reported in foreign newsdapers, but I rcgret tc say that such
reperts were full of falsehooCe For instanee, I point out the

following items in Exhibit # 2206 L,

(2) The article to the effect that Ter Vinister HoY.SHI

reiterated in Mukden that the North China problem was to be handled
by the Kvaniung ormy (New York Times, June 6, 1935) is cntirely

a fobrication. In view of distinet systems of comrand and duties
of the Ivantungz .rmy and the North China irmy respectively, Yar
VYinister HaleSEI would 2bsolutely never have made such a statemcnt,

‘ (b) The articles to the effect that General MINAML 1ssued

seerct instructions to the Kuwantung uarmy to held themsslves ready

to pour into China (Tribune, J.tma 9, 1935; Sacranizent Tribune, Junec
8, 1935; Cakland Tribune, June 9, 1935) arc also false. Such
instructions could not be given without a directive from the Central
Suprere Command, a directive vhiech, if any, would surely have been

brought to my nctice as a matter of function.

/

- 3ie

: - — - r - — ol L a—— ey o | P a5 e
AR R REDITS LTSS e
) - - S 15 -l -




— -l - ‘_ -
A o B Nt - o I

7

"Def. Doc. # 2588

(¢c) The article to the effect that the Kwantung Army Mad
5,000 troops from Mukden to Shanhaikvan fNew York Times, June 13,
1935) is also false. The Kvantung Lrmy vas in such & condition at
that time as it was inconceivable to concentrate so many troops
at one spote.

(@) The article to the effect that the Lrmy requested Princo
Tch of ;nnarfvbngplia to move his capital to a place 180 miles Yo
the north of Pailingmiao (New York Herald Tribune, June 2, 1935)
is also false. :

(e) Bosides the above-mentionod items and with regard to matters
not dircetly connected with the Kwantung army, I £ind many canards
which are totally beyond my experience and knowledge of the
Japancse army in general.

In addition to the above commenta en reﬁérts of foroign
sources, I must say in conclusioen that during the time when 3 wag
a staff officer of the Kwantung Army there was no such fact ag $he
Kvantung Lrmy issued anything like an ultimatum tc China or
brought a similar pressure to beay upon her,

Referring to the testimony of My, TaNAK4, Ryukichi, made at
this Tribunal on July 8th last year, to the effedt that during the
tenure of office of General MINA'I as Commander of Kwantung Lrmy
two brigades were sent to the demilitarized zone, south of the
Gfeat wall (CeRsDPs 2,11832,119), I state definitely that there

was no such fact, a8 to his testimony to the effect that tro
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battalicns of cavalry wore sent to Chakar (C.R. ps 2,118), I have
no reccllection vhatever of such = cas'c. I o2 say that I have
& rerory. ancunting- to ccnvicticn? on the trood disposition which
incendecitated tha RKwantung sary at that time to:aeﬁd nxpeditganaly
any sucn it of coveiry out of the torder in%to the Chaker Frovince.
The only instance, vhich I rerarber as thes cnse of a small
unit of. the Xvantung 4xry roving into tﬁe demilitnrized zone of
North China, occurrcé in the beoginning of surrer, 1935. 4 srall
unit (about ons or tvec corpanies) of the 7th Divisicn, vhich was
op.rating against a strong bandit force nesr the frentier of Jehol,

ercsscd into the derilitarized zonc in pursuit, but withdrer

irrediately ®wiltdin- - border.
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5e ~ In this connectieon, I showid like to state a fret as an
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cxarple cf-the hvantung arry's attitude of non-interfeorence jetfards
North Ckina gusstipnse In November, 1929, when I was _#fic Chief

cof tho Secénd Scction, W messengors of Tin Tweken carc to see re

at the headyuarters and asled me to ar—s ge an interview with

eaying cpinicns of the Xwantung

Lrry authoritios upon the”Trometion of theNast Hopoi autonorcus

\

regime, Instantly I replied tc them that it wedwnot for the Lrmy

authorities to entertain any opinion cn such intcrnal Bffairs of
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Carna, and fletly refuscd to introduce them to Lieut-Gen. ITaGAKT.
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is they vent away forthwith, I did not repert the matter to him

nor have I done so sincees
On this 16th day of Septomber, 1947,

at Tokyoe.

Deponents /s/ KARLBE, Torashiro (scal)

\ 14 YOSRID., Masac, do hereby certify that tho aﬁovo statormeont

vas sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signaturc and scal thorcto

in ry presecnce on the same day and at the same place as above Written..

Witness: /s/ YOSHID., Vasao (seal)

CATH

In accordance with my conseience, I swear to tell the vhole

truth, withholding nothing and adding nothings

/s/ KiiBZ, Torashiro (seal)
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