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ATOMIC gm O HIROSHIMA

Evewitness Account of P. Siemes

Un to August 6th, occasional bomhs, which did no great damage, had
fallen on Hireshima. Many cities roundabout, “ne after the other, wore
destrnyed, but Hireshima 1tself remained prctected. There were almecst
daily mbservation planes ever the eity but nene af them dropbed 2, bomb.
The citizens wondered why they alene had romained undisturbed for so long
a time. There were fantastic rumors that the enemy had something gpecilal
in mind for this ecity, but no one dreamed that the end would come in such

o fashion as on the morning of August 6th. .

hugust 6th begen in a bright, clear, summer morning. Atout seven
o'clock, there was an air raid alarm which we had heard almost every day
aend a few planes ap-esred over the city. No one naid any attention and
at szbout eight o'clock, the all-clear wes sounded. I 2m eitting in my
room at the Novitiate of the Society of Jesus in Nagetsuka; during the
past half year, the philosophical and theological section of our Mission
had been evacusted to this place from Tokyo. The Novitiate is situated
approximetely two kilometers from Hirocshima, helf-way up the sides of 2 broad
valley which stretches from the tovn at sea level into the mounta inous
hinterland, and through which courses a river. ¥rom my window, I have a
wonderful view down the valley to the ed:e of the city. Suddenly - the
time is spproximately 8:14 - the whole valley is filled by a garish light
which resembles the magnesium light used in photography, and I am con-
scious of a wave of heat. I jump to the window %o find out the cause of
this remarkable nhenomenon, but I see nothing more than that brilliant
vellow light. Ae I make for the door, 1i¥ doesn't occur to me that the
light mizht have something to do with enemy planes. On the weay from the
window, I hear a moderately loud explosion which seems to cOIG from &
distance and, at the sama time, the windowe arc broken in with a loud
crash. There has been an interval of perhaps ten seconl gince the
flash of light. I am sprayed by fragmentis of glass. The ontire window
frame has been forced into the room. I realize now that a bomb has burst
ond I am under the impression that 1t exploded directly over our house Or
in the immediate wvicinity. I am bleeding from cute about the hands and
head. I attempt to get out of the door. It has been forced outwards by
tho air oressure and has become jammed, I force an opening in the door
by means of repeated blows with my hands and feet and come to a broed
hallway from which open the wvarious TroomlS. Everything is in a stave of
confusion. All windows are broken and all the doors are forced inwards.
The book-shelves in the hallway have tumbled down. I do not note &
sacond exnlosion and the fliers seem to have Z0ne Ol Most of my
salleazucs have been injured by fragments of olass. A fow are bleeding
but none hes been seriously injuved. All of us have been fortunate since
it is now apparent that the wall of my Troom opvosite the window has been
lacerated by iong fragments of glass. We proceed to the front of the
house to see where the bomb has landed, There is no evidensc, however,
»f a bemb crater; but the southeast saction of the house is vary gevaerely
danagced. Not a door neor a window remains. The blast ¢f air had penetrated
the entire house from the southeast, but the house still stands. It is
constructed in the Japanese style-with.a.woodan.tramﬁwork, but has been
craatly strengtheoned by the 1abor of our Brothor Grepper a8 ijs frequently
done in Japanese homes, Only alonz the front of the chapel ~hich adjoins
the house, have three supports gliven way (1t has becn made in the manner
of Janancse temple, entirely out of wood). Down in the valiey, perhand
one kilometer toward the city from ue, several poagant homes are on firs
and the woods on the opposite side of the valley are aflame. & few of us
co over to halp control the flames. While we are attermpting to out
things in order, a storm comes uo and it bezins to rain. Over the cilty,
clouds of smoke are rising and I hear a few slisht explosions., I come to
the conclusion that an incendiary bomb with an egpecially strong e:plosive
action has gone off down in the valley. A few of us saw three planes at
groat altitude over the city at the time of the explosion. I, myself,

saw no aircraft whateoever,
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Parhaps & half-hcur after thd explosion, a procession o? poople degins
to stream up the valley from the city. The erawd thickens continuwously. A
few come uop the rosd to our house. Their steps sre dragsing. Many are
bleeding or have suffered burns. We give then first aid and bring them
into tha chapel, which we hav: in the meentime cleaned and-cleared of
wraecka=2, and put them toc rest on the straw mais which constitute the
floor of Jananese houses. A fow display horrible wounds of the extremities
and back. The small quantity of fai which we possessed during this time of
war was soon used up in the care of the burms. Father Rektor who, tefore
takings holy orders, had studied medicine, ministors to the Anjured, but ocur
bandacegs and drugs are soon £one. We maist be content with cleansing the
wounds. More and more of the injured eome to us, The least injured drag
the more sericusly wounded, There are wounded soldiers, and mothers
carryinz burned children in thelr arms. From the houses of the fsrmers
in the valley comes words "Our houses are full of wounded and dying. Can
you help, at least by taking the worst cages?!" The wounded come from the
soctions at the ed~e of the city. They saw the bright 1light, their houses
collapsed and buried the inmates 1n their rooms. Those that were in the

oven suffered instantaneous burns, particularly on the 1ishtly clothed or

£ the body., Numerous fires sprang up which scen consumed

unclcthed parts oI
tho entire district. We now conclude thet the epicenter of the explosion

wes at the edee of the city near the Jokogawa Station, throe kilometers

We are eoncerrced about Father Kopp who, that same morning,
*ho have a hcme for children

away from us.
wont to hold lass at the Sisters-of the Poor,

at the edze of the city. He had not returned as yet.,

A Toward noon, our larze chapel and library are 1 illed with the
soricusly injured. The procession of rofuzees from the city contimes..
Finolly, about one o'clock, Father Kopp returns together with the Sistors.
Their house =nd the entire district where they live has burned to the
eround., Father Xopp is bleeding about the head and neck, and he has a
larze burn on the right palm. He was standins in front of the nunnery
raady to° go heme. All of a sudden, he became aware of the light, felt the
wave of hest and a large blister formed cn his hand. The windows were tcrn
sut by the blast. He th'ught that the bomb had fallen in his inmediate
vicinity. The nummery, also 2 weoden structure made by our Brother Gropper,
still remained but soon it is noted that the house 1ls as good as lost be-
caugse the fire, which had begun at nany points in the neighborhoed, sweeps
closer and closer, and water ie not available, There 1s still time to
rescue certain things from the house and to bury them in an open spot.

Then the house is ewept by fleme, and they fight their way back to us along
the shore of the river and through the burning streets.

Soor comes news thet the entire city has been destroyed by the
explusion and that it is on filre. What beeame of Father Superier and the
threec octh-r Brothers who were at the center of the city at the Central
Mission and Perish House? We hal up to this time nct ziven them s
thoucht because wo did not believe that the offects of the bomb encompassed
the entire city. Alsd, we 4id nct want to 20 into town except under
pressure of dire necesslty, beceuse we thought that the population was
greatly perturbed and that 1t might teke revaenge on any foreigners whom
they might coansider spiteful onlcokers of their misfortune, or even spies,

Brother Stolte and Brother Erlinghagen go down to the road which is
st111 full of refugees and bring in the seriously injured whc have sunkeln
by the weyside, to the temporary aid station et the village school. There
icdine is spplied tc the wounds but they are left uncleansed. Neither
ointments nor other therapeutic agents are avallable. Those that have
bcen broucht in are laid on the floor and nc one con ~ive them any further
care. What could one do when all means are lacking? Under these circum-
stances, it is almost useless to bring them 1in. Among the passersby, there
are many who are uninjured. In a purpcecless, insensate manner, disiraught
by the meznitude -f the disaster, moat of them rush by a1md none conceives
the thousht of organizing help on his own initiative. They are concerned
snly with the welfere of their own families, It became clear to us during
these days that the Japanese displayed little initiative, preperedness, 2n
srganizational skill in preparation for catastrophes, They despaired of

o




any reseue work when semething ceuld have been saved by a ccoperative

effert, and fatalistically let the catastrophe take its course. When we
urged them to take part 1n the rescue work, they did everything willingly,

but on their own initiative they did very little.

At about four o'clnck in.the afternoen, a thenlogy student and two
kindergarden children, who lived at the Parish House in the clty, come
and report that the Church, Parish House and adjoining buildings had
burned down, and that Father Superior LaSalle and Father Schiffer had been
seriously injured and that they had taken refuge in Asano Park on the
river bank. It is obvious that we must bring them in since they are too

weak to come here en foot.

Hurricdly, we get together two stretchers and seven of us rush
toward the city. Father Rektor comes along with food and medicine. The
closer we get to the city, the greater is the evidence of destruction and
the more difficult is it to make our wey. The houses at the edge of the
city are all severely damaged. Many have collapsed or burned down.
Further in, almost all of the dwelllngs have been damaged by fire. Where
the city stood, there is a gigantic burned-out scar. We make our way
along the street on the river bank among the burning end uvoking ruins.
Twice we are forced into the river itself by the heat and smoke at the
level of the street. Frightfully burned people beckon to us. Along the
way, there are many dead and dying. On the Misasi Bridge, whizh leads
into the inner city, we are met by a long procession of soldiers who have
suffered burns. They drag themselves along with the help of staves or are
earried by their less severely injured comrades....an endless procession
of the unfortunate. Abandoned on the bridge, there stand with sunken
heads a number of horses with large burns on their flanks., On the far side,

the cement structure of the local hosnital is the only building that
remains standing. Ite interor, however, has been burned out. It acts as

o landmark to tuide us on our way. ZFinally we reach the entrance of tne
perk. A large proportion of the populace has uvaken refuge there, but

even the trees of the park are on fire in several places. Paths and
bridges are blecked by the t unks of fallen trees and are almost impassable.

We are told that a high wind, which may well have resulted from the heat

of the burning city, had uprooted the large trees. It is now guite dark.
Only the fires, which are still raging in some places at a distance, give
out a little light. At the far corner of the park, on the riverbank

itself, we at last come upon our colleagues. Father Schiffer is on the
cround pale as a ghost. He has a deenv incigsed wound behind the ear and

has lost so mich blood that we are concerned about his chances for survival.
The Father Superior has suffered a deep wound of the lower leg. Father
Cieslik and Father Kleinsorge have minor injuries but are completely

exhausted.

While they are eating the fccd that we have brought along, they tell
us of their exveriences. They were in their rooms at the Parish House -
it was quarter after eight, exactly the time when we had heard the explo-
sion in Nagatsuki — when came the intense light and immediately thereafter
the sound of breaking windows, walle and furniture. They were showered
with glass splinters and fragments of wreckage. Father Schiffer was buried
beneath a portion of a wall and suffered a severe nead injury. The Favher
Superier received most 3f the srlinters in his tack and lower extremisy
from which he dled copi 1ly. &verything was theown aovout lu hhe rocns
themselves, but the wooden framework of the hcusc rema ined intacht. The
s01idity of the structure that was the work of Brother Gropper again shons
forth. They had the same impression that we had in Nagetsuki: that the
bomb had burst in their immediamte vicinity. The Church, school, and all
buildines in the immediate vicinity collapsed at once. Beneath the ruing
of the school, the children cried for help. They were freed with gres’t
effort. Several others were also rescued from the rulns of nearby dwellings.
Even the Father Supericr and Father Schiffer, desnite thelr wouands, rendered
pid to others and lost a great deal of blood in the process. In the
meant ime, which had begun scme distance away are raging even Gl0Ber, .
so that it becomes obviocus that everything would soon burn down. oSeveral
objects are rescued frcm the Parish Hcuse and were buried in a clearing in
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front of the Church, but certain ¥eluables and necessities which had been
kept ready in case of fire could not be found on acerunt of the confusicn
which had been wrcught. It 1s high time to flee, since the cnciming flames
leave almost no way open. Fukei, the secretery of the Mission, is com-
pletely cut of his mind. He does not want tc lea-e the house and explains
that he dces not want to survive the destruction of his fatherland. He is
completely uninjured., Father Kleinscrge drags him out of the house on his
back and he is foreefully carried away. Beneath the wreckage of the
nouses al.ong the way, many have been trepoed and they seream to be rescued
from the oncoming flames,” They must be left to theilr fate. They way to
the nlace in the city to which one desires to flee is no lenger open and
one must make for Asann Park, Fukal does not want to go further aand re-
mains behind. He has not been heard frcm since. In the park, we take rofuge
on the bank of the river., A very vioclent whirlwind now begins to uproot
large trees, and lifts them high into the air, As it reaches the wsater,

a water spout Zorms which 1s approximately 100 meters hish. The vinlence
cf the stoerm luckily passes us by. Scme distance awey, hewever, where
mnanercus refugees have taken shelter, many are blown inic the river.
Almost 211 who are in the vicinity have been injured and have lcost rela—
tives whe have been pinned under the wreckage or who have been lost sight
of during the flight. There is no help for the wounded and some die. o
one poys any attention to a dead man lying nearby. -

Tho transportation of cur own wounded is diffiecult. It is not nessible
to dress thelr wounds properly in tho darkness, end they bleed sgain unon
slight motion. As we carry them cn the sheky litters in the dark over the
fallen treces of the park, they suffer unbeareble pain as the result of the
movement, and lose dangerously larze quantities of blood. Our sueccrine
an2el in this difficult situstion 1s an unkncwn Jap=nese Protestant nastor.
He has brought vp a boat and offers to take ocur wcunded upstream to a place
wher: progress is easier, TFiret, we lower the litter containing Fathor
Schiffer into the boat and two of us accempany him. We plan to brins the
boat back for the Father Superior. The boat returns about one-half hour
later and the pastor requests that sevaral of us help in the rescuc of two
children whom he had seen in the river. We roscue them. They have severe
burns. ©Soon they suffer chills and die in the park. The Father Supcrior
1s conveyed in the boat in the same manner as Father Schiffer. The
theoloy student and myself accompany him. Father Cieslik considers him-
sclf strong entugh to make his wey on foot to Nazatsuki with the rest of us,
but Fathor Kleinsorse cannot walk sn far end we leave him behind and promise
to come for him ~nd the housekeeper tomnrrew. From the sther side of the
stream comes the whinny ¢f horses who are threstencd by the fire. We lond
on a sand spit which juts out from the shore. It is full of woundod who
have tsken refuge there. They ascream for aid for they ars afraid of
drowning as the river may rise with the gea, and cover the sand spit. They
thomselves are too woak to move. However, we must press on and finally we
reach the spct where the greup contoining Father Schiffer is waltins.

Here a rescue party had brought s large case of fresh rice cakes but there
there 1s no one to distribute them to the numercus wcunded that lie all
about. We distribute them to those that are nearby and slsoc heln curselves.
The wounded call for water and we come t¢ the aid of a few, Cries for help
are heard from a distance, but we cannot approach the ruins from which
they comc., A troop of soldiers coemes along the read and their officer
nctices that we speak a strange lanzuaze. He at once draws his sword,
screaninzly demsnds who we are and threatens to cut us dewn., Father
Laures, Jr., seizes his arm and explains that we are Gorman. We finally
quiet him down. He thought that we might well be Americans whe had
parschuted down., Rumors of parachutiets ware being bandied about the

city. The Father Superior, who was clothed only in s shirt and trousers,
complains of feeling freezing cold, desplte the werm summer night and the
heat of the burning city, The cne man amons us whc possesses a coat gives
it to him and, in addition, I give him my Gwn.shirt. T me, it seems more
cecnforteble to be without a shirt in the heat.

In the meantime, it has become midnisht. Since there are nct enouch
of us tv man beth litters with four stronz bearers, we determine to remnove
Father Schiffer first to the cutskirts of the city. From there, ancther
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grcup of bearerd ig to tike avar to Nazatsuki: the others are to turn
back in order to rescue the Father Superior. I am one cf the bearers. A
theologzy student goes in front to warn us of the numerous wires, beams

and fragments of ruins which block the way and which are impcssible %0

see in the dark. Despite all precautions, our prcgress is stumbling end
cur feet cet tangled in the wire. Father Kruer falls and carries the
litter with him., Father Schiffer becomes half unconscious from the fall
and vomits. We ‘pass an injured man who sits all slone among the hot ruins
and whom I had seen previously on the way down. On the Misasa Bridge, we
meet Father Tappe and Father Imhmer, who have come to meet us from Nagatsukil.
They had dug a family out of the ruins of their collapsed house some fifty
meters off the road. The father of the family was already dead. They had
dragzed out two little girls and placed them by the side of the roed.
Their mother was still trapped under some beams. They had planned to
complete the rescue and then to press on to mced¥ us. At the outskirts of
the city, we out .down the litter snd leeve two men tc walt until those wao
are to come from Nagatsukl appeer. The rest of us turn back to fetch tko
Fathor Superior. Most of the ruing hnve new burned down. The darkness
kindly hides the many forms that liec cn the ground. Only eccasionally in
our quick progress do we hear cells for help. One of us remarks that the
romarkable burned smell reminds him of incineratsed corpses. The upri:ht,
aquetting form which we had passed by previously 1s still there. Transporta—
tion on the litter, which has been constructed out «f boards, must be very
peinful tc the Father Superiocr, whose entire back is full cf frazments of
~1lass. In a narrow passage at the edge of town, a car forces us o the
edze of the road. The litter bearars cn the left side fall into a twe
meter deep ditch which they could not see in the darkness. Father Superior
hides his pain with a dry joke, but the litter which is now no longer in
ocne piece cannct be earried further. We decide te walt until Brother
Kinjo can bring a hand cart from Nagatsuki. He scon comee back with one
thnt he has requisitioned from a collapsed house. We place Father
Superior on the cart and wheel him the rest of the way, avoidinz as much
as possible the deeper pits in the road. About half past four in the
morning, we finally arrive at the Novitiate. Our roscue expedition had
taken almost twelve hours. Normally, one could go back and forth to the
city in two hours. Our twe wounded were now, for the first time, properly

dressed. I get two hours sleep on the floor; some one else has taken my own
bed, Then I read a Mass in gratiarum actionmem; it is the 7th of Ausust,

the anniversary of the foundation of our Scciety. Then we bestir ourselves
to bring Father Kleinsorgze endl other acquaintances out of the city.

We take off acain with the hand cart. The bricht day now reveals
the frishtful picture which last night's darkness had partly concealed.

Where the city stood overything, as far as the eye could reach, is a waste
of ashes and ruin. Only several skeletons of buildings completely burne-d
cut in the interior remain. The banks of the river are covered with dead
and wounded, and the rising waters have here and there covered scme of the
corpses. On the broad street in the Hekushima district, naked burned
cadavers are particularly numerous. Amcng them are the wounded who still
live. 4 few have crawled under the burnt—cut autos and trams, Frightfully
injured forms beckeon to us and then collapse. An old weman and a #irl
whom she is pulling along with her fall down at our feet. We place them
on our cart and wheel them to the hospital at whosc entrance a dressing
station has been set up. Here the wounded lie on the hard flooer, row cn
row. Only the largest wounds are carefully dressed. We convey ancther
soldier and an 0ld woman to this place but we cannot move everyboly who
lies expcsed in the sun. It would be endless and it is questicnable
whether those whom we can dras to the dressine station can cume out alive,
because even here nothing really effective can be dcne. Later, we
ascertain that the wounded lay for days in the burnt-out hallways of the
hoapital and there they died. We muet proceed to our zoal in the park and
are frrced to leave the wounded to their fate. We make our way to the
place where our Church stood to dig up those few belongings that we had
buried yesterday., We find them intact. Everything else has been completely
burned. In the ashes, we find a few molten remnante of the holy veseels.
At the park, we load the housekeeper andi a mcther with her twc children on
the cart. Father Kleinsorge feels strong enough, with the nid of Braother
Nobuhara, to make his way home on foot, The way back tnkes us once again
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past the dead and wounded in H'akushima. As2in no rescue parties are in
ovidence. At the Misasa Brid-®, there still lies the family which
Fathers Tappe and Iuhmer had yester"w rescued from the ruins., A pilece
of tin had bmlaced over théem $o' shield them from the sun. We cannot
take them along for sur cart is full. We zive them and those nearby
water to drink and decide to rescue them later. At three o'clock in the

aftecrnocon, we are back in Nagntsuki.

ifter woe have had a few swallows and a little focd, Fathors Stolte,
Luhmer, Erlinghagen and myself, take off once agein to bring in the
family. Father Kleinsorge requests that we slso rescue two children who
hed lust their mother and who had lain near him in the park, On the way,
we were greoeted by strangers who had noted that we were on a mission of
mercy and who praised our offorte¢. We now met groups of individunls who
weras carryinz the wounded about on litters., A4s we arrived at the lisase
Bridge, the family that had been %hore was cone. They mizht well have
been borne away in the meantime. .'“here was a group of soldlers at work
takins away those that had been sm.crif iced yesterday. More than thirty
hours hed zone by until the first official rescue party had apieared on
the scene. We find both children and take them cut of the park: a six-
year old girl who was uninjured, and a twelve-year old zirl who had been
burned about the head, hands end legs, and who had lain for thirty hours
withcut eare in the 'Derk. The lefit side of her faecc and the left eye
were comvletely cdevered with blcod And pus, sc that we thcught that she
had lost the eye, When the wound was later washed, we ncted that the eye
" was inteect and that the 1lide hed just beccme stuck together. On the way
homa, we took anothef group of three refugees with us, Thay first wanted
to know, however, of what naticnslity we were. They, tco, feared taat we
mizht be Americans who had parachuted in. When we arrived in Nagntsulki,

it had jJust become derk.

¥e took under our care fifty refugeos who had lost their all. The
majsrity of them were wounded and not » few had dangerous burus, Father
Rektor treated the wounds as well as he could with the few medicaments
that we could, with effort, gather up. He had to confine himself in
general tc cleansing the wounds of purulent meterial. ZIEven those with
the smaller burns are very weak and all suffered from diarrhea., In the
farm houses in the vicinity, almost everywhere thore are aslsc wounded.
Father Rektor made daily rounds and acted in the capacity of a painstak-

ing physician and was a great Samaritan. Our work was, in the eyes of
the pecple, & greater boost for Christianity than all our efforts during

the preceding long years. Three ¢f the severely burned in our rouse died
within the next few days. Suddenly the pulse and respirations ceased.

In the official 21d stations and hosnitala. a geod third or half of those
that had been brought in died. They lay sbout there almost without carey
‘'end a very high percentage succumbed, ZEverythingz was lacking: doctorsg
agsistonts, dreseings, druzs, ete. In an ald station et e school at a
nearvy villaze, a group of soldiers for several days dld nothing except
to brins in and cremate the deadl behind the school.

During the next few days, funeral processions passed our house from
morr,.:r.ne: to night, bringing the deceased to & small valley nearby. There,
in six places, the dead wers burned. Pecple brouzht their own wood and
themselves did the eremation. Father Iumhmer and Father Laures found e
lead men in a nearby house who had slready bec.me bloated and who emitted
a frightful odor., They brought him to this valley and incinerated him
themselves. Bven late at night, the 111:1:19 valley was 11t up by the

funcral pyres.

We mede systematic efforts tc trace our acquaintances ani the
femilice of the refugees whom we had sheltered.  Frequently, efter the
pasea~e of several weeks, some one was found in s distant village or
hospital but of many there was no news, and thees were apne.rent.ly deed.
We were lucky to discover the mother of the two childron whom we had
founl in the park and who had been given up for dead. After three wosks,
she saw her ehildren once agein. In the sreat joy of the reunlcn were
mingled the tears fcr these whom we shall nut see asgalin.
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The magnitude of tile"diaaster that befell Hiroshima on August 6th

was only slowly pleced together in my mind., I lived through the catas-
trophe and saw 1t only in flashes, which only gradually were merged to gilve
me g total picture. What actually happened simultaneously 1n the cilty es
e whole is as follows: As a result of the explosion of the bemdb at 8:15,
almost the entire city was destroyed at & single blow. Only small out-
lying districts in the southern and eastern parts of the town escaped
complete destruction. The bomb exploded over the center of the city.

As a result of the blast, the small Japanese houses in a dlameter of
five kilometers, which comprised g9% of the city, collapsed or were
blown ups Those who were in the houses were buried in the ruins. Tiose
wvhao ore in the open sustained burns resulting from contact with the
substance or raye emitted by the bomb. Where the substance struck in
quentity, fires eprang up. Theee spread rapidly. The heat which ross
from the center created a whirlwind which was effective in spreading fireo
throughout the whole city. Those who had been caught beneath the ruins
and who could not be freed rapidly, and those who had been cut off by
the flames, became casualties, As much as six kilometers from the center
of the explosion, all houses were demaged and many collapsed end caught
fire. DBven fifteen kilometers awsy, windows were broken. It was rumored
that the enemy fliers had first spread an explosive and incendiary
material over the city and then had created the explosion and ignition.

A few maintained that they saw the planes drop a parachute which had
carried something that exploded at a height of 1,000 meters. The news-
papers called the bomb an "atomic bomb" and noted that the force of the
blast had resulted from the explosion of uranium atoms, and that gamma
rays had bcen sent out as a result of this, but no one kmew anything for
certain concerning the nature of the bomb.

How many people were a sacrifice to this bomb? Those who had lived
through the catastrophe placed the number of tha dead at at lcast
100,000, Hiroshim=a had s population of 400,000. Official statistice
place the mumber who had died at 70,000 up to September lst, not counting
the miseing....and 130,000 wounded, smong them 43,500 severely wounded.
Estimates made by curselves on the basis of groups known to us show that
the number of 100,000 dead is not too high. Noar us there are two
barracks, in each of which forty Xorean workers lived. On the day of the
explosion, they were laboring on the streets of Hiroshima, Four returned
alive to one barracks snd sixteen to the other. 600 students of the
Protestant girls! school worked in a factory, from which only thirty to
forty returned, Most of the peesant families in the neighborhocd lost
one or more of their members who had worked at factories 1n the cilty.

Our noxt door neighbor, Tamurs, lost two children and himself suffered a
largze wound since, as it happened, he had been in the clty on that day.
The family of cur reader suffered two dead, father and son; thue e family
of five members suffered at least two losses, counting only the dead and
severely wounded. There died the Meyor, the President of the central
Japan district, the Commander of the city, a Korean prince who had been
stationed in Hiroshims in the capacity of an officer, and many other |
high-ranking officers. Of the professors of the University, thirty-two
were killed or severely injured. Especially hard hit were the soldiers.
The fioncer Regiment was slmost entirely wiped out. The barracks were
near the center of the explosion.

Thousands of wounded who disd later could doubtless have been rescued
hed they received proper treastment and care, but rescue work in a catvas-
trophe of this magnitude had not been envisioned; since the whole city
had been knocked out at a blow, everything which had been prepered for
emaergency work was lost, and no proparation had been made for rescue
work in the outlying districts. Many of the wounded also dled because they
had been weakened by under-nourishment and consequently lacked in strength
to recover. Those who had their normal strength and who received good care
slowly healed the burns which had been occasicned by the bomb. There were
also cases, however, whose prognosis seemed good who died suddenly. There

" were also some who had only small external wounds who died within a week
or later, after an inflammation of the pharynx and oral cavity had taken
place. We thought at first that thies was the result of inhalation of the
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gubstence «f the b.mb. Later, a commissicn established the thesis that
gamma, rays had been given cut at the time of the explosion, following
which the internal arzans hal besn injured in a meanner resembling that
conseguent upon Rcentgen irradiation. This produces s dimimution in
the numbers of the whlte corpuscles.

Only several ceses are known to me vperscnally whore individuals whe
1id not have external burns later iied, Father Kleinscrze and Father
Cieslik, who were near the center c¢f the explosion, tut whe 4id not suffer
burns became quite weak some fourteen days after the explosien. Up ftc
this time small incised wounds had heeled ncrmally, but thersafter the
wounls which were still unhealed boeame worse and are to date (in Septenm-
ber) still incompletely healed. The atteniinz physicien demonstreted a
leuccpenia. There thus seems to be some truth in the statement that the
radiaticn had some effect on the blood. I am of the opinion, however,
that their c~enerally undernsurished and weakened condition was partly
responsible for these findings. It was also noisel about that the ruines
of *he city emittel Aesdly rays anl that nmany workers who went thero tc
aid in the olearin.; died, and that the central dAistrict would be un-
inhabitable for some time to come. I have ny decubts as to whethor such
talk is true and mysclf anl nthers whe worked in the rulned area for some
hours shortly after the explosion suffered no such 111 effects.

None of ue in those deys heard a sin:sle cuthurst azainst the
Americans on the part of the Japanese, nor was there any evidencs of a
vengeful spirit, The Japancs2 suffered this terrible blow as part of
the fortunes o«f war,...sometningz to be borne without compleint. During
this war, I have noted reletively little hntred toward the Allles on tho
part of the pesple themselves, althrugh the press has teken cccesion to
stir up such feelingzs, After the victories at the beginning of the war,
the enemy was rathar lookel down uvpon, but when the Allled offensive
sathered momentum and especially efter the advent ¢f tho majestic B-29's,
the technical skill of Amecrice become en ohject of wonder and edmiratisn.
Tho following mneciote indiicatos the spirit of the Javonesea: 4 few
days after the atomic bombingz, the secretary of the University came to
us asscrting that the Jepanese were reoady tc destroy San Francisco by
means of an equally effective bomb, It is dubious thet he himuself
believed what he tcld us., He merely wanted to imoress upcn us forei-mers
that the Japanese were capsble of similar discoveries, In his naticralis-
tic pride, he talked himself into believin;; this, The Japanesa also
intimated that the principle of the new homb wes a Japanesa discovery.

It was only lack of raw materials, they said, which nrevented 1ts ccns-
truction. In the meentime, the Gormans were sald to have carried the dls-
covery to a further stace and werc about to initiate such bemblng, The
Amoricans were reputed to heve learned the secrot from the Germans, end

thay had then brought the btomb to a stage of industrial completion.

We have discussed among curselves the ethies of the usse ~f thoe bomb.
Scrie consider it in the same catesory as poison gas and were ngalingt its
use on a civil pepulation. Others were of the view that 1n total wer, as
carried on in Japan, there was no 1ifference between civilians pnd
soldiers, and that the bomb itself was an effoctive force terding to end
the bloodshed, warning Japen to surrender and thus to aveid total destruc-
tion. It seems lcpgical to me thet he whe supperts total war in prirneiple
cannot complain of a war ageinst civilisns. Tho crux of the matter is
whether total war in its present form is justifiable, even when it serves
a just purpcse, Dces it not have material and spirltusl evil as 1ts
consequences which far exceed whatever the gond that might rosult? When
will our mcralists give us a clear answer to this questioni




