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Software Development for the Wikimedia projects doesn’t happen on 
and for an island somewhere in Europe. Or somewhere near the 
Atlantic Ocean.



Serving users and contributors worldwide requires accessibility & usability of 
the Wikimedia projects for diverse users with diverse requirements and 
interests.



We are talking about:

● 800+ Wikimedia-Wikis in more than 
280 languages

● ~ 83 000 contributors with at least 5 
edits per month (04-06/2017)

● ~ 14.5 billion clicks per month 
world wide (08/2017)

● Different devices
● Various access and bandwidth
● ...

Sources: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedia Foundation Contributors metrics, April–June 2017.pdf

; https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias; https://stats.wikimedia.org

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikimedia_Foundation_Contributors_metrics,_April%E2%80%93June_2017.pdf
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias
https://stats.wikimedia.org


Communication

Research and Design

MediaWiki Skins Wikimedia’s Technical World
MediaWiki Extensions Mobile Apps APIs 

= application programming 
interfaces

Templates
(Community; local)

Bots
(Community; 
local/cross-wiki)

MediaWiki Core Desktop 
Apps 

Machine Learning
= artificial creation of 
knowledge based on 
experiences 

Gadgets/User 
scripts 
(90% Community; 
local, global)

Tools 
(90% Community; 
external)

Cloud Services: testing and development infrastructure (WMF)

Site Operations: Run and maintain the servers, 800+ Wikimedia Wikis (WMF)

Translation: Software messages, documentation onwiki (mostly community)

Documentation: Code documentation, documentation onwiki for users



Home is where 
my article is.

Each wiki has their separate way of doing things, different templates and gadgets -> hard 
to maintain, impossible to keep the overview, confusing for users who work cross-wiki. 
We need more interwiki exchange and global agreements/structures.



“Hello!! We welcome your feedback! 
Please report bugs on Phabricator 
(see LINK to learn how to write a 

good bug report) …” :-)



Context-Sensitive Technology

Left->To->Right-Centrism, Latin Language Symbolism ;/
People don’t feel welcome when interfaces look like they’re 

not build for them.

-> raise awareness for the requirements and needs of 

diverse language communities.

-> find better ways to include the perspectives of non-latin 

language communities.

[[phab:T178568]]



RevisionSlider

Developing a RTL-accessible feature in MediaWiki: What we’ve learned why creating RevisionSlider

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:RevisionSlider/Developing_a_RTL-accessible_feature_in_MediaWiki_-_what_we%27ve_learned_while_creating_the_RevisionSlider


Accessible for screen readers?

Manual: Alternative text

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Alternative_text_for_images


Beyond text?
Found in: Category:Lost 

Paintings

Openness to new formats 
other than written text?

oral knowledge?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Lost_paintings
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Lost_paintings


Discussion
Bringing multiple perspectives into the 
Wikimedia Tech world:

● Wikimedia Technology: What are you missing?
● Collaboration, communication and feedback 

culture around technical changes/new tools:
○ Problems, ideas for improvements within 

Wikimedia
○ Ideas for collaboration with communities or 

projects outside Wikimedia (focus: new 
formats, underserved or underrepresented 
communities/users ...)
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