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History of A thens, from the Conelusion of the FELopoNNESiAN 
¥/ar  and the Establishment of the Sitpreme Gouncii, of 
T h i r t y , Gommonly called The T h i r t y  T yrants’, to the Resto-. 
ration of the D emocracy by T hrasybueus. '

Sect, h Recapitulatory Synopsis o f thê  Peloponnesian War. 'Deficiency 
o f the Greeks in political Science. (Condition o f  Staves meliorated by the 
Peloponnesian War. Character of the Athenian Democracy: Judicature ; 
Revenue ; Sycophancy ; Theatrical Satire; Ldio o f Treason - - p . i .

Sec t. II. First Measures o f the Supreme Council o f Thirty: at A  thens: 
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Sect. III. Farther Violences < f Jthe Thirty: Measures o f ’^Thrasybulus: 
against the Thirty; Peirceus occupied by the Athenian refugees under 
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Council o f  Ten elected: Interferehce o f  Lacedeemon: The Athenian 
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illustrations, from the Orators and Philosophers, of the-Civ il  flis - ’ 
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Violence' o f Party^strife renewed.:. Sycophancy revised: Rise o f  the 
Rhetoricians. Prosecutions; o f the Son o f Alcibiades; o f the. Nephews 
o f JSiicias ; of a Citizen supposed to have appropriated property forfeited  
to the commonwealth; o f those who prosecuted the Assassins f  Phryni- 
chus; o f a Citizen fo r  grubbing the stump o f a sacred olive-tree p. 55.
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.-Morality. Summary dieos o f the origin and progress o f Grecian P h i
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C H A P T E H  X^^IIL
Transactions of the Greeks in A sia and T kjra'ce, from the Con
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and Persia .
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of Artaxerxes MnemOn to the Persian throne. Weakness o f the Persian, 
government. Grecianforces raised by Cyrus brother o f the king: Clear- 
chus, Proxenus; Xenophon p. 106.

Sect. II. March of Cyrus to Babylonia: Battle o f  Cunaxa , - - p. 1 ?. 3. 
Sect. III. Return o f the Greeks: Treaty mth the king: March through 

Mesopotamia and Media:. Circumvention o f the generals' - p. 13S. 
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b '2 ' ■ ■ ’ ■ of

    
 



ir C O N T E N T S.

o f Agesildus #5 ‘Greece, Summary view o f  the history o f  Cyprus: 
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Mgina. Laceddmhnian public revenue. Connection o f Athens with 
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H  I S  T O R Y

OF

G R E E C E.

C H A P T E E  X X I.

‘ History of A thehs, from the Conclusion o f tli© P exoponne- 
siAisr ’W’ARn.nd the Establishment of the S upreme  C ouncil  
of E iiirty , commonly called The T h ir t y  T yra nts, to thd 
EestoratiOn of the D emocracy by T hrasybueus.

S E C T I O N  I.

Rccapitulatoty Synopsis o f the Peloponnesian Wur. Deficiency o f  
the Greeks in Political Science. Condition o f Slaves meliorated by 

. the Peloponnesian War. Character of the Athenian Democracy s 
. Judicature ; Revenue ; Sycophancy ; Theatrical Satire ; . Lazo o f  

Treason. - - , .

T N  the long and corafplicated war which it has been the business of 
the preceding chapters to relate  ̂ the reader would in vain looh 

for catupains upon the extensive scale of Hannibal’s in Italy, Csesar’s 
in various parts of the antient world, or many in modern Europe. It 
was not a war between two great states, biit between two confederacies 
of small states, with intermingled territories. The objects of'attack 
and defence were thus numerous and scattered. The Lacedgeraonian 

Vox. III. B  coii-
    

 



2 HISTOUy O F  C J t E E C E .  C h a ? .  X X F

confederacy, strong in disciplined numbers, was deficient in pecuniary 
resources; while the very purpose:of Athens, defensive war, restrained 
her operations to a correspondency with those of her enemies. Hence, 
in'the account of Thucydides, digested scrupulously according to the 
order of events, the Peloponnesian war may appear, to superficial ob
servation, an unconnected series of action, in which the enterprizes 
had often no very near relation to each other, or to the first and great 
object of the contending parties. In the foregoing narrative, it has 
always been in view to guard the reader against a mistake, into which 
some writers bn the subject have fallen; yet, to inable him to follow, 
with greater facility, the clue o f Grecian politics, through succeeding 
times, it may be advantageous here briefly to retrace the principal 
features of "that multifarious series o f events’.

The.Peloponnesian war was truly a civil war: it was less a contest

* Barthelemi, in the Grecian history 
v'hich he has interwoven in his Voyage 
du jeune Anacharsis, after a concise ac
count o f  the jSrst campain o f the Pelo- 
Johhe'siati war, proceeds thus ; ‘ Les cam- 
‘  pagnes qui la  suivirent n’offrent de m^nie, 
< qu’une eontihuith d’actiohs particuli^res,
* de courses rapides, d’eiitrep rises qui '
* semblent etrangeres h I’ objet qu’on se
* proposoit d e ’’part _& d’autre. Comment 
t  des peuples si guerrier^ & si voisins, ani- 
‘  par une ancienne jalousie, & dea 
 ̂baines. recen’tes, be songeoint.ils qu'b se
* snrjjrendre a 's’ feviterv b partager leurs for- 
'  cew, &, par une foiile de diversions, san^
* Iclat ou sans danger, b tnultiplier et pro*
‘  longer les malheurs de la guerre ? C’est 
‘ parceque cette guerre ne devoit paS se
cohduiVe sUr Te fn^me plan que les aut’res.* 

This solution o f the difficulty can scarcely 
but excite a sm ile; and the more detailed 
explanation which the learned author pro- 
feeds to attempt, Will not be found very 
batisfbc'tory. But the co'tetiQporary,, histo
rian would have famished him with a sober 
and very sufficient answer to his petulant 
lluestlob. i t  d'c'curs fb a  Speech o f i*ericle5.

reported by Thucydides, in his' first book ; 
and the part most pointedly to the purpose 
is'in the 141st chapter, Barthelemi’s work 
is a Hch rdine o f information concerning the 
interesting people he describes; but for its 
very merit it is important that its deficien
cies and errors should be exposed, Bar
thelemi had imbibed the political principles 
o f  the French philosophy, and was warm in 
the cause o f ideal lib erty : but tho he passed 
much Of his time in the lious'e o f a m i
nister, the Duke o f  Choiseuil, he seems to  
have been no politician; he certainly had no 
blear insight into the complicated politics 
o f Greece. H is fellowcountryman Rollin , 
tho.^ah acbdeniictan, shows juster views o f  
Grecian history. Had he avoided to in
terrupt and perplex his narrative with anecr 
dotfes, biography, and preaching, which m ight 
have been better thrown into an , appendi.x, 
his book, instead o f  being esteemed fit only 
for boys, m ight'bave maintained its repu* 
tation as the best epitome o f Grecian his
tory, for the'earlier part, that has yet ap
peared; A fter losing the -.guidance o f the 
cotemporary historians, indeed, he has been 
bewildered. <
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between Lacedajmon and Athens, than between the oljgarchal ancf de» 
inocratical interests,’ throughput the Grecian cormnonwealths; in- 
every one of which was a pai’ty friendly tp the public eneniy; wdth 
•whom it had a community o f interest, not, as may happen in modern 
Europe, accidental, unprincipled, and passing, but fundamental and 
permanent; so that, with the success of that public enemy, not only 
the political welfare o f the party, but the private welfare o f’ its mem
bers, was intimately, and, for the most part, inseparably implicated.
The, apprehension excited, "among the oligarchal states, by the growl
ing preponderance o f the Athenian democracy, rendered terrible by its 
spirit of conquest, its spirit of tyranny, and its particular disposition tp 
overthrow and oppress the oligarchal interest, was the real spurce of the
w*ar% The purpose of the Peloponnesians therefore, tho in offensive Gluts, s. 5.

'  ;  , '  , , , 1  o f  this Hist,
measures, was, npt to conquer Athens, but only to reduce her to a
state of inability to conquer them. For this end it was held* suffi
cient, and it was deemed, also indispensably necessary, to deprive her 
of that dominion over other Grecian states, which, by affording a 
superior revenue, inabled her to maintain the most formidable navy to 
that time known in the world, and to carry hostilities to distant coun
tries, by land as well as by sea. The invasion of Attica, for two suc
cessive years, had this for its prinGipal object;-the siege of Platsea, 
and the unavailing attempt at naval exertion, equally follpwed with 
the same view. Meanwhile it Was the'purpose of Pericles to strengthen 
Athens, if possible, by alliance, but not by conquest. I t  sufficed to 

-Jet her enemies weary and impoverish themselves with fruitless attack, 
and the consequences would be equal to victory: her power would be 
at least confirmed, and probably extended. And in these views he 
was favored by the circumstances o f the Athenian dominion, and 
by the warfare of the age. For the Athenian dominion consisted 
mostly of ilands and transmarine territories, secure through the Su-

* The-alarm spred over Europe -by a the Greeiah cotemporaiy historians; and 
similar spirit, carried indeed to a  greater, indeed the passage was. written before thp 
extravagance, in the French democracy,- spirit o f  conquest and tyranny among thet 
may pbssibly be supposed to have furnished French had given the lie direct to their pre- 
this idea; but it  w,as derived purely from  tension o f peaceful and equitable principles.

n 3 • periority

    
 



H I S T O R Y  O F  G R E E C E .  Chap. XX*I.

periority of the Athenian fleet; and tho u country could less easily 
be defended, against,a superior invading force, with antient4han with 
modern weapons, - yet towns derived a security from fortifications, 
whicrh, against the modern art of attack,.no art of defence can give. -

But Avhat the Peloponnesian arms alone could not accomplish, the 
pestilence, cooperating with them, in some degree effected. The 
severity of the pressure upon Athens at home, incouraged the oligar- 
chal, and checked the democratical interest in her foreindependencies. 
In some of them insued what, in modern phrase, we should call a 
change of administration ; and instantly as the oligarchal became the 
prevailing patty, revolt was ripe : with the .first favoring opportunity 
the Athenian connection was renounced, and the Lacedremonian 
adopted. Thus the- operations o f the war becaine distracted and 
complek, while the principal object remained simpl̂ e and the same. 
The command of the sea nevertheless inabled the Athenians to vin
dicate their transmarine dominion; the extraordinary affair of Pylus 
put pledges’ into their hands which insured Attica against farther inva
sion ; and thus, nearly five years after the death.of Pericles, the pur
pose of that great statesman was accomplished, in the acquisition of 
nieans for making an honorable and advantageous peace. But unfor
tunately, in the want of his superintending wisdom, the popular will, 
bandied from orator to orator, and often subjected to the unworthiest,- 
owned no principle but of ambition and avarice, inflamed by success; 
till, Brasidas obtaining the direction of the enemy’s arras, and Cleon 
o f their own, defeat restored among the Athenians the moderation 
which success’ had banished, and peace was made.

Such was the first series of action of the Peloponnesian war. The 
antient enmity o f LacedtemOn and Argos, in concurrence with the 
rising ambition of Alcibiades, produced,a second; abundantly com
plicated, tho within a narrow field. But still, reduced to its elements, 
it was a contest between oligarchy and democracy.

The circumstances of Sicily led to a third series. Here a new prin
ciple was the spring; and, here first, conquest upon a great scale came 
into view. Democracy here was opposed to democracy. But unlike 
those little democratical states, which could only siapport themselves

under
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under the protecting power of Athens, Syracuse was so powerful as to
.assert its own dominion over,almost all .the other Grecian cities of 
Sicily; Such a democracy was perhaps even more obnoxious to the. 
domineering temper of the Athenian people, than, the most absolute 
oligarchy or monarchy. Thus the jealousy and the ambition of ..the 
Athenian people were led readily to second the ambition of Alcibiades. 
But on the removal of the able projector, the magnifieence of the pro
ject shrunk ; and with the overthrow of the Athenian forces in Sicily, 
the principle upon which the Sicilian war' was begun, totally lost its 
energy.

From the Sicilian M'ar then resulted a fourth and concluding series 
of action; complicated in its circumstances, but in principle brought 
back to ‘ the original spring, the-opposition of interest of the demo- 
cratical and oligarchal parties throughout Greece. The prominent 
points of that series were, the re’CoIt o f the Athenian dependencies; 
war transferred to the Asiatic coast;,the connection of Lacedaemon 
with Persia; sedition in Athens itself, with the short triumph of the' 
oligarchal party there, more hostile to their fellowcountrymen. of the 
opposite interest than to the Common enemy; and thence that 
weakness and instability in all the powers of government, which 
superinduced the defeat o f , Aigospotaini, and the capture of the 
city. .

. Able in war, skilful, perhaps to the utmost extent 6f humap abi
lity, in political intrigue and political negotiation, in leading fellow- 
citizens, in bargaining with strangers, the Greeks were unfortunately 
deficient in' the more important science,of framing that great machiiae 
which we call a Government; harmonizing the various ra^ks of men 
of which a nation must consist; providing, at the same time, security 
for property, and equal justice for those who have ho property; esta
blishing, for the Avell-disposed o f every rank, an interest in the pre
servation of the constitution, and, for'the unprincipled and turbulent, 
strong coercion to secure it against disturbance; reconciling the pro
tection of private rights with the maintenance of public force, and 
making a general priva.te interest in the support of the existing 
order of things the basis of patriotism,, and the shurce of general. 

' ' . concord
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concord and public-spirit, In the preceding chapters \ve have traced 
the rise and downfal of the most celebrated democracy that has appeared 
in the world : we have seen the wonderful force of that form of govern
ment as a spring, which inabled so small a com^nunity to become such 
a formidable power, to acquire such-extensive dominion, and to exhibit, 
within so short a period, so many exalted characters. But we have 
seen too its utter unfitness both to give security under equal law to its 
own people, and to rest in peace among neighboring states ; its dispo
sition to exercise the most oppressive tyranny against the most illus
trious of its own citizens, and the most imperious and cruel despotism 
over those who were so unfortunate as to fall under its sovereihty in the 
condition of subjects; and We have seen that, tho it might have resisted 
the combination^ which its injurious and alarming Conduct excited, of 
the most powerful military confederacy with the wealthiest empire to 
that time known, yet the highest spirit in the people, with very uncom-r 
mon abilities in the leaders, was unable to avert the ruin which such a 
government hath, an <fternal tendency to bring upon itself.

The benefit of instruction, and the amusement of interesting inves
tigation, should reward the painful contemplation of the crimes, follies, 
and miseries of mankind, which it is the office of history to relate: any 
gratification arising from matter. pleasing in itself, must be placed to 
the account of incidental gain. But, when occasionally we find, -in 
the course of events, good beaming upon men, or evil alleviated, the 
satisfaction wiU be greater in proportion as the suiTOunding scene is 
dark, and the relief-unexpected. We have had occasion to observe, 
that misfortune, could scarcely befall a Grecian state, so imperfectly 

' were the Grecian governments harmonized, hut benefit, o f at least the 
prospect o f benefit, would result to some considerable portion o f its 
members. We shall be niore gratified to find that, ,-with the various 
miseries which a  war of twenty-seven years .diffused among those called 
citizens o f the'Greek nation, it brought a very general alleviation o f 
e.vil to, that more numerous portion of mankind, the Grecian slaves. 
When all neighboring republics were friendly, the slave looked around 
in vain for refuge from the cruelty of an inhuman master; hut i f  they 
wem hostile, it behoved equally the wealthy despot -of many slaves, and 

,11 the
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the poor tyrant o f  one, to beware how he set the MTetch upon comparing 
the risk of desertion with the hope of a beUer service! The G reciaii 
republics indeed were not all iiitirely without lâ vs for the protection of 

-that unfortiipate portion of the human race: at Athens particularly^, 
the wise atid humane institutions of Solon provided for them a lot that 
other slaves might envy. Yet even at Athens they might be very harshly 
treated ; and even there the war produced regulations to soften their 
condition. What the antient historians have left unnoticed (for.slaves 
came little within their regard) we learn from the celebrated comic poet 
of tlie day. In the cornedy, yet extant, called The Clouds, v/e find ap 
old country-gentleman of Attica ludicrously execrating the \yar, because 
he was nb longer permitted to beat his slaves.'

Thus incidentally only we get informatioP of the condition of those 
who formed the largest part of the population of the boasted free repub
lics of Greece. O f the lot of their masters, the citizens, or however o f 
those of Athens, in so many respects the first o f the republics, our infor- 
iuation is larg*e ; and: coming from cotemporary writers, of various 
situations in life, various viervs and pursuits, and o f various and opposite 

■ political' interests, it is, in great proportion, amply authenticated. 
From this it will be advantagebus, and even necessary, to endevor 
to select and throw together here what may be wanting to elucidate* 
the views, and account for the actions,, of those to whom, ott the suf*-. 
render of the city to, the Lacedemonian arms; the supreme power was- 
committed. Without such preparation, the* conduct o f men among 
the first of Greece in birth, talents, and educatiooj might appear mon
strous and irrational, and the story, however well attested, altogether 
too strange for Lelref..

We have already had occasion to observe, that Solop introduced, or 
left, in the Athenian constitution,, a defect which had the most direct 
and irtesistible tendency to its. destruction; Carefully providing 
for the .responsibility of ministers, he committed absolute sovereinty 
immediately to the multitude,-who could be responsible to none.: 
The same power rlelegated to representatives, who, at stated periods, 
should be responsible to the multitude, would not have'been so has- 
'tily ruinous. He intended indeed that the councils of the Areio-

pagus-
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pagus and of the Fourhuiidred (afterM^ard Fivehundred) should 
balance the authority of the popular assembly; aaid they might have 
been effectual ba,lanc«s to a body representative of the people;-but 
against soverein power commi'tted immediately to the people at large, 
no balance could avail. Interested demagogues inciting, restraint was 
soon overborne, and so the Athenian government became, what, in the 
very age, we find it was called, and the people seeim to have been even 
pleased to hear it called, a  T veaistny in  the  hands  of the  
P e o p l e *.

We want information how SolOn composed his courts of justice; but 
there seems reason to believe^that, among the changes introduced by. 
Cleisthenes and Ephialtes, not only bis venerable,tribunal of the Arei- 
opagusj but the whole judicature of Athens suffered. The institution, 
of wages for serving in the ten ordinary courts is attributed to Pericles. 
It was a mod  ̂of bribing the people. Three, oboles, nearly fourpence 
sterling, were the daily pay of a dicast, whose office resembled that-of 
our juryman. The rich and the industrious avoided; the poor, the 
idle,-the profligate thenceforward sought the office: it became tlieir 
resource for a livelihood^ To extend gratification then among that 
soverein order, the juries were made immoderately numerous. Five 
hundred was the ordinary number of each. In the ten'courts, unle.ss 
th6 demands of military service interfered, no less than -six thousand 

^citizens are.said to' have been employed, except on holidays, daily' 
throughout the year; and, for a cause of. extraordinary importance, 
the whole six thousand were sometimes assembled to compose the sin
gle tribunal called FlefiEea. But the holidays themselves, which inter
rupted the business of the courts, afforded also a pretence and a mode 
for bribing the people. They were truly seasons of festival; in which 
the numerous-carcases of animals killed in sacrifice were distributed to 
the multitude. Demagogues therefore would omjt no opportunity for

* Tv̂ a.yyiS'd- e%6Ts A f  ’Jhucyd. 1. 2.
c. 6s, & 1.3.. c. 37.

‘  I  sold sausages/ gays Agoracritus, ib 
The Knights o f Aristophanes, / but I  got the 
■* best pai't o f  iny livelihood by judging

* Oaqses.’  V . 1239 & 1255. ‘  And i f  the 
‘ archon should no( order the court to sit/ 
says a boy in The Wasps, '  how  are we to 
‘ have victuals ‘  Alas !’ answers his father, 
‘  J fear we must go supperless.' V . 309.

ingratiating
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ingratiating themselves at so easy a rate a$ by the proposal of a hew 
festival; and thus the Athenian holidays were multiplied till they were 
twice the number- of those of any other Grecian city. Still however 
they were far-from equalling those of the ROman chhrch in modern 
Europe, making, alt together, no more than a sixth part of the year.

In the deficiency-therefore of subsistence provided under the name 
of Sacrifice, a lawsuit, or, still more, a criminal prosecution, became 
the delight of the Athenian people. Beside the certain pay, which 
was small, there was the hope of bribes, which might be large'; while 
pride was gratified by the importance, which accrued to the meanest 
man who could call himself an Athenian citizen. Fine and confiscation, 
ordinary punishments of the Athenian law, conveyed the property of 
the wealthy to the treasury ; to be thence distributed in various ways, 
theatrical exhibitions, processions, and feasts, for the gratification of 
the people, or wages on pretence of paying their services. Suits and 
prosecutions therefore, incouraged by the interest of the soverein, be
came innumerableand life and property were rendered insecure beyond 
what anything, seen in the most profligate of modern European 
gdvernments, at least of the times before the French levolution, 
would give to imagine under any government possible. The glo
rious security provided by the English law, Â diich requires the solemn 
sanction of a grand jury to the merit of the accusation, before 
any man can be subjected even to trial, was unknown at Athens. It 
appears as i f  liberty was held there (so was the spirit of Solon’s system 
perverted) to consist, not in the security of every one against injury. 
from others, but in thepower of every one to injure others. Any man 
might constitute himself accuser against any, and the king-archon wa$ 
bound by his office to bring the accused to trial. When the eauSe came 
before the jury, no right of challenge, the second security of English* 
men, gave the accused Athenian means of guarding against partiality 
in his judges. The'effect of partiality io some, it was indeed proposed c,3. s, 12̂  
lo  obviate by multitude^ such that the majority should not be likely to 
concur in it: but the disadvantages o f such a resource perhaps exceeded 
its benefits. In no conference among- themselves could the informed 
and the wary, of so numerous a court, correct the prejudices and rais-

VoL. IIJ. “ . C judgement
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judgement o f the ignorant, careless, or impassioned, Or obviate the 
eflfects of misused eloquence; nor was it possible to make so large a 
portion ot the soverein people responsible for the most irregular or fla
gitious decision. Punishment could not take place, and among the 
multitude shame was lost. Under this constitution of Judicature, the 
most victorious and deserving general, the ablest and most upright 
magistrate, or the most inoffensive private citizen, might be brought 
to trial for his life at the pleasure of the most profligate of mankind- 
Even the allegation o f a specific crime, a crime defined by law, was 
unnecessary. Constructive treason, any imputed disaffection to the 
sovereinty of the people, sufficed; and, as passion and prejudice, or the 
powers of oratory, or solicitation and bribery, moved, condemnation 
ot acquittal were pronounced.

We have, from Aristophanes, a ludicrous picture, not perhaps greatly 
inflated, o f  the importance which the political and judicial system o f 
Athens gave to every individual citizen; of the court paid in conse
quence to those, mostly men -beyond the age o f military service, who 
gave their time to the tribunals in the office o f dicast, and of the usual 
pride and profligacy of such as could hold any leading influence there. 
‘ We are as great as kings,’ says an old dicast; ‘ The principal men o f 
‘ th§ commonwealth watch our rising in the morning. Presently one 
‘ of those who have imbeziled public money approaches me, bows hum- 
‘ bly, and begs favor,’ "  I f  ever you yourself,” he says, “ in any office, 
“  Or but in the management o f a military mess, robbed your comrades, 
“  pity me !” He stood trembling before me as if  I was a god.’ Allow
ing for something of caricature, still this is a picture from the life, of 
democratical probity, modesty, and magnanimity.

Itsmay'be held as an unfailing political maxim, that where the pro
perty of individuals is insecure, the P ublic R evenue will he ill- 
administered. Perhaps Solon, little foreseeing that his commonwealth 
would want, did -not desire that it should have, a great revenue. A  
soverein people indeed would not easily be persuaded to pay taxes; but 
some provision for public expences would be necessary. Attica fortu
nately possessed, in the silvermines of Laureium, an advantage unknown 
in any other part of proper Greece. Those mines were public property;

hut
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but individuals were allowed to work them for their private benefit, 
paying only into the public treasury a twenty-fourth of the ore obtained. 
This was the great source of the regular public revenue of 4=thens. The 
sacred olive-trees, tho the income from them could be but small, were 
however looked to as a second branch. These, scattered among the 
lands of individuals in various parts of Attica, were consecrated, toge
ther with the ground immediately around them (perhaps originally by 
the policy of the government, for their security) to the goddess pro
tectress o f Athens; the fruit was sold by auction, under tlireetion of 
the court of Areiopagus, and the price was paid into the treasury. A  
third branch of the Athenian revenue consisted in the rents of public 
lands and houses, mostly acquired from individuals by forfeiture.

But among the little states o f Greece, fhe first purpose of a public 
revenue was generally less to supply public than private needs; less to 
support civil and military establishments, than-- to. provide a mainte
nance for citizens without property, without industry, and perhaps 
without objects for industry. Solon however was ans:ious to promote 
industiy among his people. He desired rather that they should earn, 
their livelihood by labor than he .maintained in idleness; and, not, 
with the credulous inexperience and deficient foresight of some-modern 
political speculators, supposing democracy naturally economical, he 
proposed to check its wildness and extravagance by committing, to his 
court of Areiopagus, a eontroiing power over all issues from the trea
sury. But the revolutions under Peisistratus, and still much more that 
under CleistheneS; deranged bis wise institutionsthe passions of the 
multitude and the interest o f demagogues m et; and, before the Persian 
invasion, we find the whole revenue from the silvermines distributed 
among the people. This extravagance was remediecl, as we have seen, 
by the extraordinary addre.ss of Themistocles; who, with the advan
tage of favoring circumstances, persuaded the Many to resign that 
revenue for public purposes, and hence acquired the means to make 
Athens the greatest maritime power to that time seen in the world.

We are .uninformed by what able statesman, or in what public exi
gency, the Athenians were persuaded to submit to a tax, in the manner of 
the modern customs, of a fiftieth of the value upon all goods imported,
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and upon some exports. Early in-the Peloponnejsian war we find it 
familiar;'as alsoa small toll, or a kind of excise-duty, on goods sold in the 
markets. The two, forming together a very light burthen, were the only 
regular and general taxes at any time paid by the Athenian peopled 

The deficiency of a public revenue, arising from sources, so scanty, 
was in some degree supplied by an imposition, in the manner o f a 
poll-tax, on the metics, those numerous free residents in Attica who 
were not Athenian citizens. This however seems to have been not in 
its amount oppressive, any more than in its principle unreasonable. 
It was the consideration for the advantages which the residence of 
Athens and the protection of the Athenian government afforded. 
Through the superior population o f that city, the extent of its domi
nion, and the protection for maritime communication wfoich naval 
empire afforded to its subjects, trade could be carried on there upon 
a greater scale, and with more certain profit, than in any other .situa- 

Xen .de vec- tion in Greece. The metics were not Greeks only from various cities, 
but Lydians, Ehrygian.S, Syrians, and other barbarians, and they seem 
to have been the greatest portion of the traders and manufacturers 
of Athens. - .

But tho the regular-taxes, which the Athenian people would consent 
to pay, for the support of that government .of which they held in 
their own hands the immediate sovereinty, were so light,, yet, irre
gular and partial taxes, in their principle inimical to equal freedom, 
and every way worthy of the most despotic government, were as the 
materials o f storm in a lowering sky, threatening always all, but fall
ing chiefly on the higher ranks of citizens. It seems .likely to have 
been when the poorer Many were persuaded to make the patriotic 
surrender o f .their dividends frotn the silv.ermines for building a fleet.

tigal. c. 2,
6. 3 ..

* The articles o f the Athenian revenue 
are thus enumerated by AristOphanesf-- 
*gxa1of-«S, ayo k̂st 'Kiitivaf,
fwrBovf xat Vesp, V . 657• The
amount he reckons two thousand talents,' 
about five hundred thousand pounds ster
ling. The "Exalera*, hundredths, appear to 
have been the sanie tax which Andocides

balls fiftieths. Perhaps it may have been 
doubled after the conclusion o f the P e lo 
ponnesian war, to supply the deficiency o f  
the public revenue arising from loss o f  do
minion. ■ For the other articles the curious 
reader may consult the scholiast on Aristo
phanes, and Xenophon On the Athenian re
public, c. 1. s. J&— 19.
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c. 3.

that the tvealthier Few un(^ertook at their own charge to equip the 
ships when'built. There was an apparent fairness and liberality, on 
both sides, in such a compromise. But as the balances of Solon’s 
government were successively overthrown, and the popular will be
came the instrument of arbitrary power in the. hands of tbs' dema-. 
gogue of the day, the practice, grown into law, for individuals to 
equip the fleet, degenerated into a source of grievous oppression. 
Regulated by no certain principle, the wealthier, or those reputed the 
wealthier citizens, were annually appointed by arbitrary nomination ên. Ath.

the Peloponnesian war to the number of four.hundred) to be r̂ - 
sponsible from, their private fortunes, some singly, some in partnership 
with others, for the equipment of a ship of war. Intrigue, and popular ’ 
favor or popular displeasure, decided on whom the burthen should be 
light, and whom it should oppress. Y et whether from a natural sense 
o f justice, or some remaining prejudice in favor of the old Athenian 
constitution, the person who equipped the trireme was generally allowed 
to command it, or to name the commander.

Another irregular tax, not unknown where Single despots have 
ruled, with the improper name of free-gift, was frequently exacted 
hy the despotic democracy of Athens. This, a tax also upon the 
higher ranks only, and perfectly arbitrary, could not fail fo become 
partial and oppressive in extreme. Among taxes partaking of the  ̂
nature of free-gifts, may also be reckoned the requisition tor the rich 
to exhibit, at their own expence, theafrical entertainments, and other 
costly shows, for the amusement of the people; mxes severely felt by 
the higher ranks, tho contributing nothing to the public revenue or , 
the public force. -

But Athens, in acquiring extensive dominion, acquired means to 
make others pay the principal expence of that force which was to 
maintain her dominion; and a democracy, least o f all governments, 
would scruple any means of profit. The comic poet, one of the most 
informed and clear-sighted politician.s; and however reprehensible ’in 
some points, very far from having been altogether the worst citizen of 
his age, has painted, the popular temper of the, day in  a speech so 
breathing the purest spirit of democracy, that, tho already noticed,

it
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it may not be superfluous to repeat it here. ‘ A  thousand cities,’ it is 
observed by one o f the characters in his comedy called The Wasps, 
‘ pay tribute to Athens. No\y if  each was ordered to furnish subsist- 
 ̂ ence for only twenty Athenians, twenty thousand of us might live 

‘ in all ease and luxury, in a manner worthy o f the digni^ o f the 
‘ commonwealth and of the trophy o f Marathon.’ The mixture of 
aristocracy yet remaining in the Athenian constitution, prevented any 
actual attempt to carry a measure so congenial to what may perhaps not 
improperly be called the natural politics of the multitude. But in the 
empire which Athens exercised over so many transmarine cities, a vast, 
field for peculation was open. New and greater objects then incited 
contending factions; and immoderate temptation occurred for those 
in authority, and those who sought authority, to put forward measures 
ultimately tlie most adverse to the public good, if  they tended in- the 
moment to gratify the Many. The principal power’s of the court of 
Areiopagus, and especially its salutary controul over the treasury, 
were thus abolished; and when the commanding abilities of Pericles 
no longer checked popular extravagance, there followed the grossest 
dilapidation of the public money,, the most tyrannical oppression o f 
the allies, and the most profligate exercise o f the purest despotism- 
over the most respectable citizens. Fine and confiscation were looked 
to less for the purpose of justice than of revenue. The temptation to 
peculate, the insecurity of innocence, and the hope for crime to escape 
punishment, became such, that,* amid the general depravity of Grecian 
g’overnments,-Athenian peculation grew proverbial; and it was at the 
same time made a question, whether it was advantageous for an indi
vidual to have property, and whether it was advantageous for the 
commonwealth to have a revenue. I f  we might believe Aristophanes, 
(who almost alone, among the poets of the day, dared direct his satire 
on the public jstage to restrain the folly and correct the profligacy 
of the tyrant multitude) o f two thousand talents, esteemed the annual 
ainount o f the Athenian revenue, except one-tenth, distributed among 
the people for serving the office o f dica.st, the whole was consumed in 
peculation. We shall of course impute exaggeration to this round 
assertion, put into the mouth of a comic character: yeri from the 
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concurring testimonies of Xenophon and Lysias (whose concurring 
testimonies afford the strongest proof, because they were of opposite 
parties) it seems not to have been very extravagant. Frequent capital Xen,'resp. 
punishments, with confiscation of all property, did not prevent the 
frequency of an alluring crime, where probity gave no security.
Despotic governments, whether the power be in the hands of one 
or of a multitude, will have a near resemblance of character. The 
•frequent use o f the bowstring, in Turkey has not prevented the 
grossest peculation, We find indeed ipany marks of kindred between 
the Turkish despotism and the Athenian democracy. It appears 
to have'been a point o f policy in the latter,' as in the former, to connive 
at peculation in its servants, to approve tacitly their oppression of its 
subjects; to wait patiently till the private fortune, thus iniquitously 
collected, became sufficiently considerable to be a public object, and 
then to bring the criminal, hitherto the apparent favorite, to judge
ment, and, condemning him to death or hanishinent, to imlch the 
treasury with his spoD. ,

A  treatise remains to us from Xenophon expressly on the improve
ment of the. Athenian revenue. The title, with the author’s name, 
cannot fail to excite the modern politician’s curiosity; who will how
ever probably find himself at the same time informed, disappointed, 
and surprized by the contents of the work. Xenophon abandoned 
Solon’s hope o f making the Athenian people support themselves by 
sober industry: were the thing ever practicable, he thought the season 
passed. His object therefore was to provide a revenue, less for public 
service than for maintaining the whole Athenian people, as the Lace- 
dasirionians lived, in ease and idleness. He could devise no other 
remedy for domestic evils, arising from the necessary inquietude of 
soverein beggars; no other means to soften that spirit o f tyranny in  
the Athenian people, under which so many subject Grecian states had 
suffered the severest and tnbst contumelious oppression, the conse
quences of which had at length brought Athens herself toThe brink 
of annihilation Taxes therefore, to be paid by Athenian citizens,

' "come
'  •Zeunius o f  Leipzig, -who has published supposes the Treatise on the Revenue to 

a collection o f  Xeiiophon’s smaller works, have been written during the war which we

shall
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come scarcely within his view. The Attic sil’S'Cjmines are his 'great 
object. The public income from these he would, improve by a measure 
which, at this day, would not find universal approbation. The im
moderate proportion o f slaves already iti the population of Attica, the 
property of individuals, he would increase by purchasing a number 
on the public account,-to work the mines for public benefit. He 
then Considers the taxes, the customs and market-tolls, and the capi
tation paid by the metics. This branch of the revenue he- would im
prove by the more liberal policy of giving new privileges and increased 
security tO free foreiners settling in Attica;'

The modern reader, less versed in Grecian- politics, will then 
scarcely observe without wonder, that while Xenophon is anxious 
to increase the number o f forein residents and slaves, the increase 
o f Athenian citizens, the only secure and effective strength o f a 
state,, appears totally out of his consideration. But, from all the 
remaining , writers of the age, we may gather, that the spirif 
o f every Grecian government, whether oligarchy or democracy, was 
generally adverse to the increase of citizens. For every citizen 
having an interest in a certain public capital, increase o f citizens 

' was increase of partners, wdiich would diminish every old' proprietor's 
share. I f  the Athenian commonwealth had had only two or three 
thousand citizens, the lands of Attica, cultivated by slaves, wdth the 
added produce of the silverminesi might have made all wealthy. But 
wealth so ill protected, would have invited the rapacity of neighboring 
people. The combined consideration, therefore, o f the means of sub
sistence and gratification, with the means of defence, would decide

fihall find Athens, in confederacy w-ith Lace
daemon, waging against the Thebans, whfen 
Epameinondas was their general., Note, c. 4. 
s. 40, o f Zftunius’s edition. That treatise 
sufficiently marks itself to have been wdtten 
when Athetis was ingaged in war, and not 
so early as the Peloponnesian war; for the 
time before, the occupying o f Deceleia by 
the LacedaeBiOnians is mentioned in it, (c. 4. 
». 25.) as What few living would remember. 
During wliieh o f  the various troubles, wi)h

which Greece was afterward afflicted, it m ay 
hap'e had its date, is not at all c lear; but 
evidently enough that conduct o f  the A th e
nian government, which produced the war 
called the Confederate, *pr Social war, fur
nished the immediate occasion, the stimu
lation to- write it ; and that conduct was 
little manifested, as In the sequel we shall 
have occasion to Observe, till after the fSeath 
o f Epameinondas.

the
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ih$ degree o*f population to be desired in a Grecian republic. But unless 
danger was pressing, the general disposition was always averse; to an 
increase. ’ The rich disliked it, as any inCtease of their respecti ve inhabi
tants in j5ur parishes is commonly disliked, because there was a poor- 
law at Athens. Thepoor objected to it, in apprehension of its diminishing 
their chance of advantage from sacrifices, from treats to their ward, from 
pay for attendance on the tribunals, from; that public allowance which 
was often given, not to those who best deserved or most needed it, but 
to those who could best make interest for'it. Altogether, the idea of 
a common interest in a Common stock, a fundapiental principle of every 
Grecian republic, not only made the-aversion to any increase of citizens, 
popular, but gave the ablest politicians (all considering slaves indis- Plat de rep, 

pensable) to imagine a necessity for limiting the number of citizens," 
and to a very scanty'"proportion. .

A  very remarkable project, which seems tq have been original with 
Xenophon, next o c ^ rs ; the establishment of a bank, by subscription^ 
open for all the Athenian people. The interest of money, jtappears, 
was enormous at Athens; an unavoidable consequence of the wretched 
insecurity o f person and property. Throughout modern Europe, land 
is, of all property, esteemed the safest source of income; hut in Greece 
it Avas held that the surest return was from money lent at interest. For, 
in the multiplied division of Greece, into small republics with very nar
row territories, the produce of land was continually liable to he carried 
oflf or destroyed, by an invading enemy : ■ but a monied fortune, accord
ing to Xenophon’s observation, was safe within the city-walls. In 
proportion then to the interest, of ihoney, and the insecurity of all 
things, tire profits o f trade will always be high, and thus njumbers 

. would be induced to borrow even at ahigh interest. Xenophon there
fore proposed, by lending from the public stock, and incouraging com
mercial adventure by just regulations, to raise a great revenue, and, 
by the same means, instead of oppressmg, to inrich individuals. As a 
.corollary then to his project, when the amount of the subscription, or

X «n . de vec* 
tigal, c, 3. 
s..9,.10.

D e veetig. 
S.12, 13,

’  The word ’AipofiJ.ii appears to  mean p re-. added to the .Opuscula Xenophontis o f Zeu- 
■cisfely a subscription. It  occurs^ in th© Gth, iiius may also be consulted for it.
• t̂h, and I2th sections. The Greek, index ^  "

yon. III. D  ■ its
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-its iproRts, should allow, he proposed to improve the ports of Athens, 
to form wharfs and docks, to ei*ect halls, exchanges, warehouses, mar- 
kethouses, and inns. For all which tolls or rents .should be paid, and to 
build ships to be let to merchants. Thus, while numbers o f individuals 
Were incouraged and inabled to employ themselves for their private 
benefit, the whole Athenian people would become one great banking 
Company, from whose profits every member,. it was expected, would 
derive at least an easy livelihood.

Such w,as Xenophon’s project for improving, not so much the Revenue 
of the Athenian state, as the condition of the Athenian people, and 
of all who were in any degree dependent upon them. By taking 
away the incitements o f absolute want, by creating a strong in
terest in the'preservation o f . peace without, and good government 
within, he hoped to make the lower ranks quiet and orderly, and the 
higher secure, and at the same time to obviate that oppression o f allies- 
and subjects, the evils of which had often reverted upon Athens her
self, The scheme, whatsoever difficulties or disappointments might 
have occurred in the execution, appears worthy of Xenophon; but 
unfortunately, passing his life in exile, his exertions for the good o f 
his^conntry were confined to speculation.

The gross vices o f the government and judicature gave birth to that 
evil which, ndth the name o f Sycophanct, so peculiarly .infested 
Athens. 'The term originally signified information of the clandestine- 
Ciiportation of figs  ̂ Apparently to gratify the idle populace o f the city,, 
at'the ejjpence of the landholders, some demagogue had procured a law,, 
forbidding th e ' exportation of that plentiful production-of the Attic- 
soil. The absurdity of the probibilion, however, making the informa
tion particularly invidious, the term SyGOpbant grew into use as aj 
■ general appellation for all vexatious informed. Such was the incou- 
ragement which the Athenian government and judicature afforded fo r  
these, that sycophancy became a professiouj furnisbing a livelihood 
for many. The sycophant courted tire longer people, and was the terror 
and scourge of the rich. Intimation to a wealthy man that he would 

Equit. V.908 be denounced, as able tn equip a trireme, or provide a dramatic enter- 
 ̂ tainment;, or give a supper to his ward," often sufficed to obtain money

fon
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for preventing so serious.a,n evil. But the sycopBant’s great, engine of 
profit was accusation, whether true or false; tho false accusation, tve 
are told, was- often preferred,̂  as generally more lucrative*. Those 
■ Various public, functions Avhich the wealthy were not alio we'd to 
decline, inagistracies, equipment of ships of war, and presidencies of 
choral festivals, made opportunities endless. On the expiration of 
office, the euthyne, a scrutiny before the council, must be undei’gone. 
Accusation was then, in a manner invited; and if  any, however un
founded, was offered, person and property wrere attached, and remained 
so till judgement was given. The sycophant was necessarily an Athe
nian citizen ; for jio other could denounce; but the evidence of 
strangers and slaves was adinitted, and often preferred ; because they 
might be examined by, torture, which W'-as sometimes carried to such 
inhuman severity that the sufferers died under it. Btit however little 
the accusation could be supported, it would always occasion trouble 
and expence; and any ndgleet of the fastidious'multitude would involve 
danger. Bribes were necessary to procure dispatch from the-offieers 
who directed the business of the courts : ah Athenian jury would be 
solicited for favor. Or it would pronounce condemnation ; and not by 
the accusation of Xenophon only, but by the confession of Lysias, the 
great advocate for democracy, wre are assured that, at Athens, equally, 
protection for iniquity might, and justice must, be bought.

A  resource which, in this wretched insecurity for innocence under 
the Athenian government, Socrates recommended ahd Xenophon ap
proved, may show the extent o f the evil, CritonJ an Athenian of 
rank, complained tO Socrates (Xenophon says he was present at the 
conversation) of the severity of their lot in Athens, who, as he ex
presses himself, desired to concern themselves only with their owff 
affairs. I have a prosecution instituted against me,’ he said, ‘ by 
‘  persons whom I never injured, but who think I would rather pay 
‘ some money than have much trouble.’ ‘ Do not you keep dogs,’

.. ig
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said Socrates  ̂ ‘ to guard your sheep against wolves?’ ‘  Yes,’ answered 
Criton. ‘ And could not you ingage the friendship o f some able man 

in low circumstances, who, in return for benefits conferred, would 
‘ make it his business in the same manner to guard you against syco- 
‘ phants?’ A  friend was fortunately found, able and faithful. As an 
adyocate however, he could serve his benefactor little; because, in the 
Athenian Courts, the accused was generally required to plead in person 
His business was, like that of the sheepdog, to give security to the fold 
by attacking the wolf. When Criton was threatened with prosecution, 
he threatened the accusers; and as their profligacy offered opportunities 
which Criton’s probity denied, in fear of the consequences, they not 
only stopped their proceedings against Criton, but paid his advocate 
for similar forbearance toward themselves.

Where such was the best resource that Socrates or Xenophon could 
devise, we may Conceive how precarious was" the condition of men o f  
property in Athens. Under oligarchy, as we find one of the most-zealous 
partizans of democracy confessing, those might be esteemed good citizens, 
who did not covet other men’s goods; but, under democracy, no 
man was master of his own: property, person, everything must be 
devoted, not to the service only, but to the pleasure and fancy of the 

Xen sympos People. The wealthy were not allowed the choice of leaving Attica, 
and the constitution positively denied them the choice of quiet there. 
To execute the duties of magistracy, to equip a fliip o f war, to preside 
at a public feast, to direct a dramatic entertainment, and to furnish 
the whole cost, were equally required of all supposed of competent 
estate.. Hence indeed some small mixture o f aristocracy remained in 
the Athenian government. Wealth, was the allowed key to office and 
influence ; birth and great connections'were not without w eight; com
mands in the, army and navy were seldom given but to men of birth, 
education, and considerable connections; and even the council and 
the college of archons, both indeed open to men without property, hut 
not without passing the scrutiny of the dokimasia, formed some small 
check upon popular rashness and folly. -Hence we find, at intervals, 
the Athenian affairs so ably conducted; and while tumult aird destruc- 

1 - -tion
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tion were preparing within the volcano, the Outside bore.an appearance 
, so fair and f l o u r i s h i n g ■ , - '

The spirit of tyranny inherent in the Athenian constitution, and the 
disregard, upon principle, for property and the convenience and satisfac* 
tion of individuals, are very strikingly marked in a regulation which 
we find had the force o f law. When an expensive office, and particu
larly when the equipment of a trireme, was assessed on any one, hemight, 
for the time, avoid the burthen hy indicating a richer man; and, if  the Isocraf. ^  
superior wealth was denied, offering to exchange C'states. The person, arpce. 
so challenged had no alternative but to take upon himself the office, or 
accept the exchange. The satisfaction, thus, of an Englishman: in' 
Considering his house and his field more securely his own, under the' 
protection of the law, than a castle, defended by its garrison, or 'a 
kingdom by its armies, was unknown in Attica„ The attachment, 
therefore, of an Englishman to the country where such blessings are 
injoyed, to . the constitution which gives to injoy them, and to the 
people Avho have a common interest in defending them, could not there 
easily find place. For men of rank and property,  ̂excepting the few 
who could make the'popular will the instrument o f their own ambition, 
to he satisfied with the Athenian goyernmeut was impossible. It was 
as dangerous to be rich under the Athenian democracy as under.the 
Turkish despotism; the same subterfuges were Used to cOnceaTwealth ;

-the same bribery and flattery to preserve it ;  with this difference prin
cipally, that, in Athens, the flattery was grosser, in proportion to the 
low condition of the flattered, and their multitude; which so divided 
the shame, that, equally iu receiving adulation and cornmitting iniquity, 
no man blushed for himself..

Beside the various modes of vexation and oppression, to which the 
higher ranks were subject in tlieir persons and properties, another re
mained by which their characters were affected. Satire against the 
people collectively, says Xenophon,, the people will hot allowi but per- &. i*.

® Under Solon those of competent estates sive offices were still imposed on the rich—- 
only were eligible to office. Afterward ma- perhaps Only choral presidencies and the 
gistracies were given by lot. Isocr. Arpiop. oommarid, or. the charge of equipment, of 
p. 108,109. But Xenophon says all expen- ships .of war.
' ' soflal
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sonal satire they incdufage; y e ll knowing* that, while it is permitted 
to exhibit the wealthy, the noble, the powerful, to popular derision 
and indig'nation, the meaner will escape; or those only will become 
objects for the poet, who, by aiming at some preeminence, separate 
themselves from the common cause. To what excess that licence went, 
what gross ribaldry might delight, and what malicious calumny would 
not disgust an Athenian audience, the remaining comedies o f Aristo
phanes, who could write equally for the highest and lowest ranks, who 
could be at the same time a consummate politician and a consummate 
buffoon, abundantly t e s t i f y T h e  calm dignity of a Pericles conld 
bear this unmoved : the intriguing ambition o f an Alcibiades, exciting 
poet against poet, and mob against mob, might even,profit from it; 
but the wealthy and noble o f more common and quiet characters, would 
often severely feel the apprehension, if it went ,no farther, o f being- 
exposed' in effigy, by their proper names, to vulgar scorn upon the 
public stage, while, in witty dialogue, the most malignant turn was 
given, to every the most innocent or even meritorious action of theix 
fives. Nor were Character and public estimation only indaUgei-ed ; for 
that turn in the public mind might be prepared in the theater, and 
those pi’ejudices against individuals excited, which afterward, in the 
agora oi: the tribunals, might produce decrees o f confiscation, bahish- 
ment, cTr capital condemnation.

In the dialogue remaining to us-from Xenophon, intitled The Ban
quet, an eminent man, reduced by the war from wealth to indigence-, 
is represented positively declaring that he felt his condition improved 
by the total loss o f his property; ‘ inasmuch,’ hesays, ‘ as cheerfulness 
‘ and confidence are preferable to constant apprehension, freedom to 
‘ slavery, being, waited upon to waiting upon others, being held an

Aristoptiaiies ventured satire upbikthe 
people'collectively; but it required bis cou
rage to dare and his abilities to succeed in 
such an atternptj With regard to hrs ribal- 
dr}q vre'may .observe that sopiethinj very 
like it seems to have suited the taste of 
readers of higher rank than the bplk of the 
Athenian audiences, in the age Of Chaucer,

in our own country. In calumny, as abun
dant remaining testimony evinces, his co- 
temporhries far exceeded him; and. indeed 
in every point, vulgar and gross as his jok-es 
often are, yet among tl̂ eAtlienian comedians 
he may be considered as a very gentlemanly 
poet.

* assured
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‘ ■ assured good subject to being ah obj^ct-pf public susjiicioii. For/ 
he contiuups, ‘ while I lived a rich nian in this citj-, I had reason to- 
‘ fear the attacks of housebreakers, which with ihy wealth might in*
‘ danger hiy jJerson. 1  was then under the necessity of courting the 
‘ sycophants, knowing it was in their power to do me mischief which
* I could little return. Nevertheless I vas continually receiving .
* orders from thej)eople, to undertake some expence for the cbinmon- 
‘ wealth, and I was npt allowed to go anywhere out of Attica, But'
‘  now I  have lost all my forpin.property, and nothing accrues from my - 
‘ Attic estate, and all tny goods are sold, I sleep any where fearless ; I 
‘  am considered as faithful to the government; I  am never threatened 
‘ with prosecutions, but I have it in my power to make others feara®
‘ a frte man, I may stay in the country or go out of it, as I please j
* the rich rise from their seats for me as I approach, and make Way for 
‘ n)e as I  walk : l  am now like a tyrant, whereas I was before an abso- 
‘ lute slave; and whereas before I paid tribute to the people, now a 
‘ tribute from the public maintains me.’

This picture, tho from the pencil o f Xenophon, will be likely to strike 
the modern reader as loaded, and somewhat extravagant. Occurring: 
in a work of fancy, and not in historical narrative, the writer might 
claim perhaps some licence. Yet we find Isocrates describing the satne'jgoj.p. 
thing so nearly in the same lines and colors, that their- concurrence in p.'2:54̂ y 
the representation, with which , also many other testimonies concur, 
must exclude all suspicion of any great extravagance.

Under circumstances then such as those of the Athenian republic, 
the rich and the poor evidently could not live in any harmony, An 
irritation, incessantly working in the minds o f the Fer̂ ( against the 
Many, would be irremediable, and. In equally unavoidable consequence,, 
the Many would be tormented with an unceasing jealousy of the Few; , 
in. its foundation sometimes reasonable, but generally in its manner 
illiberal, and often in its measure excessive. In_fact, the balances o f 
Solon’s constitution were no sooner overthrown, and soverein power 
become absolute in the hands of those without property, or rather in 
the hands of any demagogue who could, for the moment, lead them, 
than the interest of all, who had property, placed them necessarily in.

• the:

    
 



>4  H I S T I O R Y  OF,  G R E E C E .  Chap. X X E
the situation of conspirators against the existing government. Indeed,
throughout Greece, the noble and wealthy, served by their slaves, not
only as'domestics, but as husbandmen and manufacturers, had little
connection with,the poorer Many, but to command them in the oligar-
ehal states, and, in the democratical, to fear, flatter, solicit, and either
deceive or be commanded by them. No common interest, or scarcely
any, united the two descriptions o f men; so that, for maintaining civil
order and holding the state together, flattery and bribes alone could
persuade the multitude, and the only alternative vas violence. Hence
that impossibility of lasting harmony, and that readiness for extreme
discord which the Grecian republics so strikingly exhibit. What.we
are familiar \rith always appears obvious and easy; and hence, having
ever before our eyes the equal freedom, security, and ease o f all ranks

■ among ourselves, we observe with wonder that the abilities and exten-
Xen. Ath. sivm experience of Xenophon could imagine no remedy for the evils o f ‘ 
rcsD* c. 1« ' * . tt
s ,  1̂ 9. C . 2 .  the Athenian constitution, or none in the practicability o f which he 
c 3 ’̂ŝ 9 10 ^nt in the subjection of the Many to arbitrary command,
11 . et Gyro- cither under the Few or under O ne; and the genius of Plato, in earnest 

research after better political principles, could pven in vision propose 
benefit only to a very small portion of mankind” .'

Where'the Constitution is such that all ranks have a clear interest in 
its preservation, where every man’s house is his castle; where the pro
perty of the rich, and the persons and honest earnings o f the poor, are 
equally protected by law, and the hopC of rising to a higher station is 
denied to none, there the law of t r e a s o n  may be mild. But no mild 
law, no common precaution, could give security to a constitution like 
the Athenian. ‘ The law of. treason, accordingly, at Athens, was’ con-

** ’E» yap-woTvet to 0(7^Tirov tviotn i f i
-to KixKiroti b etcixrp er* 

tvvovv Tu b ytfep ojW9*o* roT̂ oyxoiot?
Xen. Athefl. re$p, c.3, s. 1.0-. Xenophpn 
esteemed the evils of the Athenian-cohstitu*. 
tion irremediable, because necessarily -flow-i 
dug from the SoVereinly of the people, and 
to be checked only by putting such a curb 
on thatsovereiiity as, in the nature of things, 
Wosld lead to its complete overthrow. He

seems to have supposed it impossible so to 
coifstitutc a balanced government as to give 
it jibmranency: the people at large, he 
thought, must either command.absolutely or 
obey implicitly. And for any experience 
that history to this day furnishes, perhaps he 
was right: perhaps a balanced government 
cannot be at once constituted: it mvist 
grow.

ceived
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ceived in tLe highest spirit of deapotism; it was atrocious, • Before the 
councihhall stood a column, bn which was thus ingraved: ‘ Whoever Andocjd̂  de 
‘ shall overthrow the democracy, or hold any magistracy in Athens 
‘ when the democracy shall be overthrown,, may be lawfully killed by .
‘ anyone: the person killing him shall be held holj? before the gods 
‘ and meritorious among.men; and shall be rewarded with the whole 
‘ property o f the person killed.’ The same principle of committing 
public justice to the discretion Of individuals was pushed yet farther in 
the following oath, which was Required of every Athenian : ‘ I will
‘ kilf with my ownhand, if  I  am able,.whoever shall overthrow the 
‘ democracy ; and if  any hold office under any other government, I will 
‘ esteem holy before the gods whoever shall kill him* Whoever may 
‘ lose his life in killing or attempting to kill such person, I will befriend 
f his children and their offspring, as I would Harmodius and AristogCi- 
‘ ton. Whatever qath may be taken, adverse to the democratiCal authp- '
‘ rityj I abjure and hold as nothing.’ Prayers and imprecations wCre 
added, for'blessings on all who maintained this bath, and utter destruc
tion'to those and the race.of those who should brCak it. . '

It  is observed by Ari^otle that democracy and tyranny are, of all 
* governments, most hostile to each other, as, a.ccording to Hesiod’s pro
verb, two o f a trade never agree: for, Re adds,.absolute dej^ocracy  
■is VYRANSfY

S E  C T  I O N  IE

Jpirsf Miasmts $f the Supreme Voundl of Thirtp at Athens; Fiem &f 
" the.Thirty: Critias \ Theramenes \ Violences o f the Thirty: Death

Such- was the state of the Athenian, government nearly, from the death 
of Pericles, till 'it  submitted tb the victorious arms pf the Pelojponne- 
siaUs. • The fate then of a fallen city, deprived of command beyond its

’Ejajliai fih Tvpitniht xa9 jov, Kti) yif i
Av/itKpaT'w V rsf̂ tMa Tv̂ ca/fif irh Aristot, Polit. 1.5. c.lO. '

VoL,-III. ‘ / E "  : own
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own narrow territoiy, and nllowed to exist only under the controul o f 
a forein power, if rriight seem would scarcely invite much, of our farther 
attention. But Athen.s,'after all her losses and with all her failing^, 
has peculiar claim upon the curiosity and respect o f men. In her fallea 
state she retained the germ:^of the sublimest philosophy, of all science, 
and of every liberal art: Socrates, Xenophon, and Plato still lived 
within her walls; Alcibiades, Thrasybulus, and Conon, tho in exile, 
adorned the list Of her citizens ; and_ she could still-be the prolific 
ihother ^nd the able preceptress of artists, poets, warriors, orators, 
statesmen and sages, who”̂ made their age the most brilliant in the annals 
o f mankind, and tliroQghVhom, when her political importance ceased, 
Athens continued, and may be said in Some degree still to continue, t6 

hold an empire ampng, all the civilized nations of the earth’*. Nor was 
her political importance yet so far beyond recovery, but that she became 
again a principal channel of Grecian history’smultifarious stream;

After the view we have taken of the Athenian constitution, we shall 
not wonder if men of "rank and property desired at any rate a change ; 
nor can we impute it tO' any peculiar depravity, i f  they bore some anti
pathy toward the body o f the lower people, from whom they suffered 
such oppression.. Eyen the 'mosjt moderate might look, not without 
some indignation, upon that imperious ‘ crowd of fullers, shoomakers,
‘ .Carpenters, braziers, dealers o f all kinds,’ I use the cotemporary phi
losopher's Words, ‘ the great object of whose lives was to buy cheap and 
‘ sell dear,’ whose despotic wilt nevertheless dispensed public an'd pri
vate lav̂ , directed the administration o f the commonwealth, sent out 
fleets atid armies, disposed of the lives and fortunes of individuals at 
home, and decideff by a? vote the fate of whole cities abroad, ‘ while 
‘ some of them, not worth a ^racbma ’̂ they are again Xenophon’s 
words, ‘ Were ready to sell their country with all in it, that they might 
‘ have a drachma.’ Accordingly, AVljen Athens Was invested by the 
Peloponnesian forces, arnl nO ̂ prospect o f suecessfui resistance remained,

'i'ully’s eulogies of Athens are -well 
Ishown-Illas omnium dpctrinarurU kiven- 
trices Athenas. Cic, de Orat. l.l. ii.4.— 
Unde humanitas, doctrina, religio, fruges, 
jura, leges, ortae atque ju dmnei terras dis

tributee putantiir, Cic. or. pro L. Flacco, s. 2d. 
and tbat of Velleius Paterculus, Ade6 ut 
corpora, gentis illius separata sint in alias 
civitates; ingenia verd -sons AtLeniensium 
inuris clausa existimes. Veil. Pat. 1.1. c. 18.

many
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many of those of higher rank saw, or thought they saw, means o f 
mending their'condition in. the approaching wreck df the state.

■ Thfough this opposition of interests among, the Athenians, the Lace
demonians proposed, to hold Attica in subjection, without the expencc 
of garrisons.; and thus they were induced to grant terms; to leave 
the town with walls and a citadel; to restore, the whole territory; and 
even out of the'cap,tive fleet to allow twelve ships of war to 'the van
quished. Lhe Athenian people had never treated a conquered city so 
mildly. But the Lacedsenionjans depended upon the aristocrat! cal 
party arnottg the Athenians themselves, as a faithfijl garrisorf, bound, 
by the most pressing interests, to hold all in subordination to Lace- 
dffimon

On the surrender of the city, then, that yicii?us government w'hich 
has been described, being dissolved, tbe supreme power of the Atbc-̂  
nian state was conmiitted to a Council, composed bf Thirty Athe^; 
nians, chosen by the conquerors out of the aristocratical party, and 
all of them 'formerly menibers o f tbe Council o f Eourbundred, 
establishedr by Peisahder* 'The first measures o f ,this council were 
moderate and wise. Vested with full powers to new-model the . whole 
fabric of the antient constitution at their pleasure, provided only 
nothing was done adverse tô  the superintending authority of Lace- 
d^mon, they avoided all great-and hasty changes which tliejr situa* 
tion did*not indispetisably require. The'̂  L w s , farther than what fell 
necessarily, with the abolition o f the popular soverqinty andthe com
mission of the supreme power to the Thirty, reiai.ained in force.: all 
the antient magistracies, eare'being taken to fill tb to  with friends 
of the Thirty; were retained : the civil administration therefore, under 
the Thirty inistead of the Fivehundred, proceeded in the accustomed 
course. A  new supreme court o f judicature only was established, 
with tlie title o f the Council. / ' . '

*♦  The assertions of Lysm, in his orations lumnies:'not proposed to the r-eason, but 
against Ei-atostlienes and AgoVatus,.that the to the thoughtlessness and passion of the 
bacedaenipniana would have granted better multitude tO which they were addressed, 
terms, aud that Theratnenes prevented k,. Xenophon’s account i| confirmed in clear 
scarcely need the testimony o f  Xenophon to and direct terms by, Isocrates, in his otatioa 
refute thetti.'' They are obviously.meer ca* .on peace, p. 230. ed. Auger.

' . S 3 ' ' . Matters

B. C.404,
01. 94. 1.
Xem'Hel.
1. 2. c.,3. 
s. 8.' '  '
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. Matters tretng so far arranged, orders were' giye'n for 'imiBediately 
apprehending all who, under the demoeracy, had exercised the abo
minable trade of sycophancy. The evils o f that practice were so 
gross, so extensively dreaded, and, under popular sovereinty, so ir
remediable, that, ;when every one prosecuted by the Thirty was 
condernned by the obsequious council, and executed, none, says the 
coteinporary historian, not obnoxious to the charge, were dissatisfied 
with this arbitrary juMice. ' ' • ‘

The wrongs, however, o f the higher orders being so far avenged, 
the hope was generally entertained, that animosity would stop, and 
that the Thirty, proceeding with proper dispatch in their great business 
of legislation,-would let the people know under what form of govern
ment,. and subject to what laws, they were to live and might be safe. 
With this hope weilmeaning hien in gexieral were easy: indeed hope 
was rather high arnongVthein; for, tho successive demagogues had 
wretchedly degraded the antient Athenian constitution, yet, if  there 
existed in Greece a good -foundation for a good government, it . 
seems to have been in the laws, customs and habits of Athens, derived 
from the institutions of Theseus and Solon., That -excellent principle 
of the English constitution," the only one on which a free government 
can be firmly founded, that the aggregate of private good constitutes 
public good, and its corollary, that the rights of individuals, once 
established by law, should he hVer held sacred, seems to have been a 
principle of Theseus’s kiugdom and Solon’s republic. But a different 
principle obtained' very generally among the Grecian Commonwealths, 
an ideal public good, distinct frorn and often opposite to private good. 
It was carried into practice with best effect by Lycurgus, and caU, 
Only be carried into practice x^th any good effect, where, as in Lace
daemon, a\communion o f  inter^t: was established for everything, and 
private property scarcely existed, Tl^nbB sucfcess o f his singular 
system gave reputatioii to ttria and party-leaders readily
adopted it everywhere; for tlie good of their party was that to which 
alone they would allow the title 6f public good, and to this it was 
very convenient for them that ev6ry private interest should yield. 
The peaceful then and the quiet, who desired, not political power,

but
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but ease an4 security under-civil oTder, were tbe'only certain sufferers..
The great defect of the constituticftis of Theseus and Solon  ̂ was th^ 
want of another priociple, 'spred extensively over ihodern Europe 
through the„feudal system, tho notan original part tjf*that system, 
the principle of representation. The advantage of tins is not meerly 
that Ja. great nation , can do-conveniently by its representatives, what 
even a small one cannot by its assembled-rLUmbers, b,ut,-farther, that 
xesponsibility may be attached to every Constituted authority; by 
which alone., whatever the hanre or form' of the government maĵ  be, 
real despotism can be obviated; In the .want of this,'the Grecian Xen. resp. 
legislators were utterly at a loss to give secure liberty to the body of 
the people, without giving them despotic power. It may. be held for 
certain that those are either not wise or not honest menj who prCt̂ ĥd ‘ 
that political and legislative sciertce is easy and obvious.. The writings 
of the ablest o f the Greeks, showing how deficient they were, in it,, 
abundantly show its, difficulties ; and jhe history of all nations will 
ydemonstrate by what slow steps and what accidental circumstances any 
perfection in government has been attained. The works of Plato and 
Xenophon should be red to form a just idea of'the imperfection bf the 
science jn  their time; and of their small ability to improve it; and 
■ then it may in some degree be conceived what were the difficuUies 
under which, even had they had the purest intentions, the sinecrest 
desire of public good, th'e Thirty must.have had to incount er, in re
forming the Constitution of Athens. / ■ . '
; But in addition to the difficulties always and everywhere existing, 
the peculiar circumstances of Athens at the time,. obviating perhaps 
some considerable inconveniences, gave rise to many others. The 
Gontroling power of Lacedagraon would be necessarily invidious to 
those; for-whom they were to legislate; and yet much consideration 
for that controling power would be, in their situation, unavoidable. : 
Moreover the Chance of future iranquility for GreecCj, concoi-d within 
itself and power to resist other nations, depended absolutely upon 
friendly and intimate connection between Athens and L'acedEemon.
O f the changes then which Athens had suffered, by the event o f they 

ŷar, some would be favorable to them, but- some far otherwise. Pri-'
, tate
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vate distresses 'among all ranks were numerous and great. The loss of 
property in the forein territories-of the commonwealth, had reduced 
sevemt from affluence ta  want; and want such as to make them de
pendent upon whak may be called the poor-law o f Athens, even for 
subsistence. The abolition o f  means,, formerly ready, for making in
terest, of money at home, also annihilated income for many. The. 
advantages of command then were no more for the higher ranks, nor 
the reward of service for the lower, nor the various profits of the 
equipment of fleets and armies for any; public revenue no longer flowed 
from numerous tributary states: neither the public treasury, nor the 
wealth o f individuals, could, as formerly, ■ provide gratifications for 
the-people: the citizens o f numerous subject republics were no longer 

'amenable to Athenian tribunals: multitudes, accustomed to fight and 
to judge, and to feas.t at sacrifices, and to be amused, but not to 
work, were without income, without emplpyment, and without vic
tuals: the court and tlie flattery, and the pay' and the bribes, to 
which the Athenian people were accustomed,. had all ceased to
gether. / - . .

Such were the circumstances in which the council of Thirty entered, 
with absolute authority, upon the administration of the affairs of Athens. 
Whether by appointment of the Lacedaemonians, or by election of the 
couHcil itself, Critias presided; a man, by every advantage of birth, 
fortune  ̂ connections, education and talents; pointed out for the ar
duous situation. His paternal great-grandfather \ras brother o f the 
great lawgiver Solon;-and, what should have been a more solid ad
vantage,* he had been himself a diligent hearer of Socrates. But the 
Atheniau democracy, denying ease and security, not only incited am
bition and avaric^, but stimulated the pride of. nobility and wealth- 
Xenophon describes Critias, ' whom he knew well as his feliow-disciple, 
vain of his illustrious birth and large inheritance, elated with the e'arly 
possession of power and influence,,and with the court and adulation 
insiiing, and then soured by a baujshment which he had suffered from 
a decree of the people. Thenceforward Critias conceived a vehement 
aversion to the popular c&se, and his pride and ambition became 
stimulated b̂ : indignation and revenge.

a But,
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But,, among the jmembers of this council, the man.mostclistinguished- 

111 high office and in party-measures, was Theramenes soil of Agnon " 
whom we have already seen a leader in one revolution which abolished, 
and in another \yhich restored the sovereiaty of the popular assembly.
He ingaged now in this third revolution, under the patronag'e ofLace- 
dsemon, with a disposition and views widely'differing fi‘om those of 
Critias. liis  family, tho, noble, had been popular. His father, . Agnoii, 
founder of Arophipolis, had been a distinguished favorite of the people; 
and however Theramenes himself might, Avith all reasonable men, 
dislike the sovereinty of the multitude, yet possessing'- an inherited 
family interest among the people, and talents to cultivate it, beloved,

. popularity. In reforming'the government, therefore, it was not his 
purpose’to oppress the people.,' He seems rather to have proposed to 
restore, uftder sanction of the stronger means now pdssessed by the 
Thirty, that mixed government, which, upon the overthrow of'the Ch. s.f, 
Fourhundred, he had framed but could not support, nnd tvhich we of tliisllist. 
find so highly commendedj hut so little explained, by Thucydides.

The scheme o f Critias, not altogether new in Greece, was hoAÂ ever 
such as had not been executed> nor perhaps attempted, upon so exten
sive a scale. The habit of having all laborious offices performed by 
slaves, gave to conceh’̂ e that the existence of the lOAifer orders of 
freemen might be dispensed with j and made that possible and even 
obvious in  Greece; which, in modern.Europe, could neither be exe- 
cuted, nor scarcely imagined. Critias would allow no mixture of 
popular folly and insolence in poAver: he AVould remove as far as 
possible the danger, of having the democratical law o f  treason re
stored, and put in-execution against himself.; He would abandon 
all hope of the glory of presiding over a powerful independent 
state, to have ease and affluence in a” subordinate command. He 
proposed therefore, under the protecting authority o f Eaced^nlon, 
to he lord of Athens; he would make the city and its whole territory 
the private property of himself and, a few associates; alloAvingnO more 
of the Athenian people to remain Avithin the-countiy, than, with Lace* " 
daemonian assistance, might beheld in complete subserviency.

With these extravagant and nefarious views, which-ft could not
be
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be pi’udehi immeqbatery to, declare, Critias, in the outset, courted 
TUeramenes, and there was, for a short time, the appearance o f per
fect harmony between them. Soon however differences arose, but 
still Critias maintained a show of deference for his coljegue. Mean
while among the rest of the Thirty he made his party secure. No 
eminence of character there moved his envy; iio superior talents ex
cited his apfDrehension; no firmness of principle thwarted his pur
poses. Concert then-being established, among them, the abilities, 
and yet more tbe popularity of Theramenes became, suspicious to 
all. For security against their effects, it was resolved to solicit, an 
armed force from Lacedtembn. Theramenes, not yet aware that he 
was himself the object, iu vain Temonstrated; the resolution passed, 
and- ,Mschities arid Aristoteles, two of the Thirty, ŵ efe deputed to 
Sparta's authorized to ipgage for pay from the Athenian treasury 
for the troops desired. A  force for holding- Athens in obedience, 
and to be paid for doing so, was not likely to be denied. A  body 
of Tacedgemonians was sent; and Callibius, their commander, with 
the title of Harraost, regulator, which the Lacedasmonians affected 
for those to whom they committed really the command, as governors, 
o f Grecian cities, took his residence in the citadel of Athens, with 
his troops as itV garrison.. ' ,

Gonfideht now of 'ineans to overbear opposition, Critias no longer 
kept measures with any, Avhether o f the democratical or- oligarchal 
interest, whbm he,suspected o f inclination, with power, to thwart his 
designs: but he began to consider some o f the oligarchal party, whom. 

At was in the general policy o f jLacedjemon to raise to power, as more 
dangerous opponents than any in the deinbcratical interest, now suffi
ciently depreSsedi From the first arrival , o f  the Lacedremonians, he 
was sedulous in attention to the harmost; and-by the show o f much 
deference, obtained the effectual command of him. Under pretence, 
and perhaps in the belief, that the interest o f Lacedasmon required,

. Callibius issued orders as Critias instigated, and the LacedaBiiionian. 
■ soldiers were' employed to apprehend whom the Thirty denounced. 
Prosecution was no longer confined tp sycophants, and men notoriously 
turbulent or infamous  ̂but extended to ehaiacters the naojst irreproach

able.
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able. Some forms of legal process were observed, aud tlfose of the 
old Goiistitufion were mostly retained; but whomsoever the Thirty . ’
accused, the obsequious council never failed to condemn, and deliver 
to the executioner. /

Such proceedings excited astonishment with alarm among all ranks. .
Wliat could be the motive, and where the end o f them, and what the 
form o f government at length to be established, were the anxious sub- Xen. ibid, 
jects o f general wonder and inquiry. Theramenes'himself, surprized 

as dissatisfied, while GritiaS yet maintained a decent exterior toward 

him, remonstrated among his collegues on the impolicy o f their mea
sures; C Without some party among the people,’ he said, ‘̂ no oligarchy 

‘ could stand; but alarm and offence were now extended to all parties.’’
The admonition was takenj but not as Theraraenes intended. Nothing 
the Thirty so much still feared as the popularity qf Theramenes himself.
To obviate its efficacy, they hastened the publication, of a catalogue 
of three thousand citizens of theh- own selection, who should partake 
of the soverein power in common assembly, and be competent for 
magistracy’ .̂ AU other Athenians ŵ ere reduced to the condition of 
subjects, not to tlie ThrCe-thousand only, bub the. Thirty, whose 
•sovereinty over them was declared absolute.

Theramenes again remonstfatcd : ’ Their faith was pledged, he said,
* by their former declarations, that all those, and only those, should 
‘ share in the government, whoso^cducalion might give the necessary 
 ̂ knowlege, and wboSe property would afford means to allot leisure 

’ for its functions. Pay For attending the general assembly or tlie
* courts o f justice, it had been agreed, should no longer be allowed.
‘ But three thousand men, as if  there were some virtue in the number,
‘ had been arbitrarily chOsCn, without ahy attention to .the proposed
* qualifications; and all other Athenians were, as arbitrarily deprived
* of the rights o f  citizens. The imprudence was equal to the in- 
’ justice of the ineasure:. violence only could support it; and the 
‘ force of those who were to command was inferior to that o f those 
‘ who were to be held in'subserviency.’ . This* admionition. also, was

Xen, Het 
]. 2.' c. 3. 
s, 20.

s. 13.

Tbas I tfeink tlie pbrase twi* may best be interpreted

VOE. III. taken,
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taken, but,•like the futmer, very differently from the inonitQr’s inten
tion.  ̂ Ari’eidew of arms was -ordered; of the Threethousand in one 
place; o f the other,'citizens in another. The avenues to the latter 
were occupied by the confidential adherents o f the Thirty, supported 
by 'the Lacedemonian troops. The arms o f the citizens, not of the 
catalqgue, were taken' frofti them as they passed, and being' carried 
to the temple of Minerva in-the citadel, %v.ere committed to the care 
of the Lacedcemoniau garrison. ■
■ Effectual opposition being thus obviated, the Thirty proceeded with 

a shamelessness in crime, for which,, after' all we have seen of Crime 
in ^Grecian history, cOuld he , be suspected o f partiality for the de- 
niocratical cause, we should with difficulty believe the express test!-, 
mony even of'XenOphon. The credit of his account however, strong 
as lii$ authority is, does not rest on bis single authority. We find it' 
supported by two other cotemporary writers;-one his decided adver
sary in politics, the Other no way his friend, Lysias and Plato. From 
their united evidence we learn, that the most abominable policy 
guided the measufe.vfiow pursued. Revenge and avarice had their 
full sway: many suffered death for private enmities; many meerly 
for their w,ealth. Every eminent man was either to.be destroyed 
or gained : but. as means were wanting to attach a sufficient number 
by favors, the infernal expedient was practised of forcing men to a 
Gominunity of'interest through a participation in crime. Driven by 
terror , to execute tyrannical .prdefSj' they becanle involved in the same 
guilt, and obnoxiaus to the same resentment, and thus theirs and that 
of the Thirty became a common cause 

Amid numerops enormities, the death o f three men,.the most emi
nent of the pommonwealth, and all notoriously attached to the oli- 
garchal interest, particularly excited general wonder and alarm. O f 

.Nieeratus, son of the rich and wdrtliy Nicias, who perished at Syra
cuse, it was saitT that he inherited the aristocr'atical spirit; neither 
father nor soii, by any one action of word, having ever favored 
democracy. The able adyice and powerful eloquence of Antiphon had

‘0~« xat aMdtf Imiot w; wAsirot'S
Plat. apol. Socr. p. 32. t. 1. ' * '

served
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,served so jnany mdivkluals, Avkite tke* free expenditure of his private 
fortune in public service, during the Av.ar, had acquired him such reputa
tion-: for public > spirit,-that, he. was, in,favor tvith all parties, tlio his 
whole political conduct had been'directed to promote aristocracy. 
Leon of Saiamis, amid the turbulende and crimes of his age and 
country, had been eminent for his blameless life. The monster Critias. 
proposed to, involve his master Socrates in tire odium of the execu
tion of .so excellent a man. , A message from the Thirty required the 
attendance of Socrates, with four others. Ctitias himself gave the? 
order.for them to go to Salamis, to apprehend Leon, and bring him to. 
Athens. This order, knowing its purpose, and holding it contrary 
to laAV, Socrates disobeyed. ‘ The other four, less Sci'upulous or less 
courageous, pefform.ed it. To be apprehended and to be condemned 
were nearly the same thing; and Leon, NiceratUSj and Antiphon, 
were all delivered to‘the executioner;

Numerous as the executions of men of. property had been, the cott' 
fiscation insuing did not suffice to supply the deficieheies of the .public 
revenue, so curtailed by the event of the,, war, and to furnish the 
rewards claimed by the forward adherents pf thê  Thirty. Money 
was. wanting to pay the. Lacedmmonian-.troops in the citadei. • The 
metics were thought the best resource. Much of the commerce and 
manufactures of Athphs was in their hands: many were wealthy; and 
the oppression, which had been successfully dared against the first of 
the Athenians, might he exercised, it was hoped, against aliens, with 
less noise, and no hazard. ’ Some symptoms of disaffiection.toward the 
ruling powers Avere made the pretence, and- it was resolved to accuse 
eight of the richest, to whom, as a blind, were added two in indigent 
cirCumstaiice& : ,

The orator Lysias, from whom Ave have the detail, was of the order 
o f meticsj and among the sufferers. His father,, Cephalus,- was a Syrar 
CUSan, whom faction in bis C'Vn; city had driven t b , migrate, with a : 
large fortune, to Attica, Avhen the able -administration of Rericles, in 
aid of Avhat remained of Solon’s laAVs, made Attica the most desirable 
resMence-in Greece. He liad injoyed the friefidship o f Pericles and of 
Socrates  ̂ and his house in, Peirseus is th$ supposed scene of those dia-

■ E S ' Idguesj..

Plat, apbl, 
Socr. p, 33. 
t. I.

Xen. H«li 
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s. 15,

Lys. con. \ 
EratosUi.
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logueSx so cdebraled unclei' tile title of Plato’s Republic. Lysias had 
gone a boyrto Italy, ivith the historian Herodotus; when, under the 
patronage o f Pericles, the polony o f Thurium wa.s settled on the ruins 
of Sybaris.- There he had lived above thirty years, when, by the 
defeat in Sicily, the Athenian interest in those parts was overthrown, 
and Thurium was no longeu a safe residence for men of property, who 
would riot accept, or could not obtain, Lacediemonian prbtection. 
Lysias, collecting whatever he could carry, returned,to Athens; where, 
in partnership with Polemarchus his brother, a manufactory o f shields, 
in which above a hundred slaves- were . employed, still gave him 
alfluence,,.
, He was, as he relates, entertaining some ■ strangers at supper, when 
some o f tbri Thirty entered, commanded the guests to withdraw, and 
himself to remain their prisoner. Committing him then to the care 
of Peison, one o f their number, they proceeded-to take account of 
his effects, of which the slaves were a principal part. He, meanwhile, 
fearing for his life, tampered with his keeper; and, for a bribe of 
a talent, obtained a promise of safety: but, to pay the money, being 
obliged to Open a cheat, .in which were more than three talents-in silver, 
above seven hundred pounds sterling, with Cyzicenes and Darics, the 
gold coins then most current in Greece’ ,̂ to the amount o f near five 
Lundred pounds more, Peison seized the whole. Remonstrance jvas 
vain, but the admonition was salutary to Lysias., Watching oppor
tunity, while the Thli'ty Were still occupied in pillage, he found 
means to escape, and hastening to Peireeus, proceeded thence by sea 
to Megara. His brother, Polemarchus, less provident or less for- 
i unate, being carried to the common prison, without trial,-in pursu
ance of a simple order from the Thirty, was executed in the Athenian 
manner, by a draught of hemlock. Melobius, one of the Thirty, tore 
from his wife’s ears the golden rings she wore. All the property of 
both, the brothers was confiscated. The body of Polemarchus was 
not denied to his, friends for bi i r i a l i t  would have been bootless 
impiety; but clothes for it, solicited from his lai'g'e wardrobe, and an

The Cyzieene, named from the Oity of *Gyzices in the Propontis, was in value about 
a. pound sterling j the Paric,. a Persian coin, about fifteen shillings,

apartment'

    
 



S&cr.IL P R O S E G U T I G N  OF THERAMENE'S.
i - ' ' ' _ '

apartment in one of tliree-houses o f the family, for the preparation of 
the fuiieral, Were refused. '

Such are the circumstances, related by-Eysias himself. We shall 
receive the account with' cautioii, as from an otatotj famed for the 
talent of giving falsehood the air of -truth, and, on, this Occasion', not 
meerly pleading a cause, but the cause of his own revengej and avowing 
his purpose to inflame the multitude who were to judge i t ’*. Tlie 
testimony of Xenophon however seems to show that ..the whole-detail 
might be nearly true Had not the conduct of some of the Thirty 
been marked With peculiar atrocity in this transaction, had there not 
been something in it particularly "shocking to the general feelings and 
prejudices of the Athenian people, TherameneS would scarcely have 
taken up the proceedings against nietics, rather than those against 
citizens, for the ground of increased vehemence in opposition to his 
eollegues. He now- arraigned their conduct in a manner that gave 
them serious- alarm. It was evident that tteif safety and his were 
become incornpatiblej und they resolved that he should himself be the 
next prosecuted. . , -.

The council of.Judicature, tho‘ thus far-obsequious to the views of 
the Thirty, was not yet duly prCpafed to be the instrUmeut o f thejr 
purpose against Theratneues. NevcrtIbeleSs they determined, to make 
it their instrument for his destruction. Sopie o f the niembers they 
could cornmand : . they endevored to persuade some, to alarm others. 
Matters Were arranged with those in  whom they could best confide : 
the council Was summoned; a body o f  men 'with couceated arms sur* 
rounded the Ixall: the Thirty attended, and Theramenes was in his 
place among them; when Critias, rising-, in a set speech accused him

* 37

Dionys. Mali 
vit. Ly,s.
P* tg6. t. G.
or. Gr; 
Reisk.

Xfeti.. HeJ'.- 
i. e. c. 3. 
s. l6.

s._ 17.-

■ Whjcll ?.
may be expressed faithfully, tho paraphrase 
tically, thus; 'Let the anger and indigoation, 
which you felt, when injuriously driven-iitto 
banishment, "now revive in your-minds.

** Demosthenes (or. in Androt. & or. con. 
Tkaoer.) has said'that, under tile tyranny 
of the Tlrirty, no man was taken from his 
house. Gn this the learned Marklahd, in 
a note on the oratjUn o j Lysias against

Eratosthenes, observes,. that'-liy'sias k 
‘ rather to- be ■ belie-'i'ed of what himself 

experienced ; unless ..some distinction can- 
* be fpund.l. The distinction.seems obvious: 
DemostbenCs probably meant to speak only 
of citizens; Lysias was not then a citizen; 
The mattefis of coi\sequeiiOe otily that the 
faith of history be not unduly made ques
tionable; ihpre than enongh- will always 
retnain uncertain, .i
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of meditated treason agaiast the esistiiiff g:overninent.

Xen. Hel, 
1. 2. c. 3. 
s. 18, 19r

s. 20.

C h a p . X X I.

...w ^v,,^xxxxxx..x..* Stating no
facts amounting to treason by any known law, he argued rather as a 

conspirator to'his accomplices, than a public accuser before,a court'of 
jiLStice; contending, not on the ground o f  public law, but o f con-t 
venience only to the party, that the accused should be capitally 

condemned, ,
Thnramenes, eloquent, and practised in those difficult and dangerous 

situations, which require, with, a firm mind, the readiest exertion of 
great powers, adapted his defence ably to the existing circumstances. 
To have asserted, as before a just judicature,, the right and the duty of 
a public man,' in his place in council, to declare his opinion on public, 
matters (which almost alone had been imputed to him) he knew would 
be at least useless, and perhaps injurious. He therefore addressed him
self rather to the fears and feelings, than to the conscience and justice 
of his judges; and he so demonstrated the expediency of the measures 
which he had always recommended, and not only* the iniquity, but 
the danger of those puraued by Ctitias, that he disposed a majority o f 
the council in his favor.

The moment was critical.. Critias was aware that his own ruin could 
now scarcely fail to follow the miscarriage o f his purpose against The- 
ramenes. After short communication with the Thirty, he went put 
and directed his armed attendants to show themselves. Returning 
then, he addressed the council thus : f l  esteem it a duty o f my station’ 
(be was president of the Thirty) ‘ to, prevent those acting uirder me in 
‘ the administration, from-being decei ved and misled. I shall therefore 
‘ take upon myself to do what,the present emergency requires. The 
 ̂ crowd, at your doors, have declared they will not rest unden the ac- 
‘ quittal of one, whose kno’iyn purpose is the overthrow of the oligarchy.
‘ In the new code it is inacted, that the citizens o f the catalogue shall 
‘ be liable to capital punishment, only from the judgement o f the coun- 
* cil; but over all others the authority o f the Thirty is absolute. 1 
‘ therefore, confident o f your unanimous approbation, strike the name 
‘ of Theramenea from -the cat^ogue, and we, the Thirty, condemn 
‘ him to death.’

To Athenians, familiar, under their democracy, with the mo"  ̂anoma
lous
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lows and tyrannical infiasures of government,, these proceedings were 
not astonishing and shocicing, as they'would be among those accus
tomed to the better political order o f inodern Europe, and especially o f 
England;- No opposition was made to them, either among the Thirty 
or by the council. Theram^es saw that his destruction was resolvred, 
and instantly had recourse-to what alone seemed to afford a chance for, 
safety. He spi’apg to the altar (for, among the Greeks, every Council- 
hall had its altar) and thence claimed the protection o f a law so lately 
made, which Critia,s was proposing so grossly to violate. ‘ As for this 
‘ altar,’ , he said, ‘ I know its sacredness will not protect me; but I will
* at least .sho w that the impiety of those men, is equal to th^r injustice., 
t Yet i  cannot but wonder that you, councillors, men of rank and high

worth, will not a.ssert your own cause: for the name of any o f yon
* may be erased from the catalogue with aHittle ceremohy as mine.’ - 

The herald of the Thirty had been dispatched to command the atten
dance of those high officers o f justice called the Eleven, who were 
already gained to the views o f Critias. _«They entered, the council-hall 
with their usual attendants, while Theramenes was still speaking from 
the altar. Critias immediately, tpld them that Theramenes Ead ffieen 
condemned to death according to law; and commanded them to do 
what in consequence became their duty. In vain Theramenes alledged 
illegality and impiety. The council, aWed by those around the hall, 
HOW known to be armed, was passive, .while Satyfus, a man of ability, 
versed jn high office and leading situations, but whom Xenophon de- 
sci’ibes as the most profligate as well as the most daring of the Eleven, 
set the example for laying hands on Theramenes,. dragged, liim from 
the altar, and hurried him away to the prison. Bnldly, or perhaps 
incautiously, as the nearest way, he passed through thê  agora. Thera
menes, -with exerted voice, endevored to excite the people in bis 
favour. Exasperated by this, ‘ IT you speak again,’ said Satynts, ‘ I 
 ̂ will make you groan.’ ‘ And had I said nothing,’ replied Theramenes,

‘ should I escape groaning ?.’ The people, however, prepared to fear, 
and not to resist, made no stir. In the prisoir, the deadly potion being 
brought, Theramenes drank it with a serene countenance, and then, 
tinkling the reversed cup (the Grecian custom at banquets, in passing

-  ̂ the

m
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the cup to another) as a remaining drop fell, ‘ This., libation,’ he said, 
‘ is for the worthy Critias.’̂  ‘ Such particulars,’ says the cotemporary 

Xen.utsup. historian, * are, I.am awa/f  ̂ of little worth in themselves, yet what 
‘ they prove of Theramenes I.think deserving* admiration, that neithey 
‘ readinhss nor pleasantry/forsook him ,, even with immediate death 
‘ iinpeuding,’

S E C T I O N  III.

Farther V'û eneê  af the Thirty: Measures of Thrasybulus agaifist, the 
Thirty : Peirceus occupied by the Athenian Refugees under Thra
sybulus : Death of Critias: The Thirty deposed oTnd a Supreme' 
Council c f Ten elected: Interference o f Lacedcehion : The Athenian 
Democracy restored.

Xer>; Mem. 
Socr. 1.1. 
c. 4, ijiit.

Lys. anraŷ oy.

p. l6'l, vel
697. -

T he concurrent testimony o f cotemporary writer’s of different parties, ‘ 
assures us that, upder the democracy, after it became absolute, the 
principal road to the hoiiors of the Athenian state was through bribery 
to the people, in.vaiious ways administered; A  military officer solicitiiig 
a command, would to little purpose relate the length and variety o f his 
service, or , the wounds lie had received in it, i f  his competitor had been 
more magnificent in theatrical exhibitions. An oi-ator defending his 
client under criminal prosecution, considered the expences o f that client 
for the peoples amusement  ̂o f  more iinportance to enumerate than any 
military or naval merits ;, or if  he was conducting a criminal prosecu
tion, he would not omit to detail the theatrical exhibitions with ivhich 
his own family had entertained the'people, in the hope, by so recom
mending himself, phe more* efficaciously to urge th e ’condemnatiori of 
his enemy.. Undef every view then of the circumstances, it will appear 
evident that bribei’y, high bribery, would be absolutely necessary to 
the Thirty,, for keeping the Threethousand o f their. catalogue firm to 
their party. To mark, on all occasions, the most pointed partiality 
for them, to give them the most decided preeminence, and, on the 
other hand, to take the' strongest precautions against those not o f the 

4 catalogue,
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catalogue, was indispensable. But the necessity of bribing high would 
carry with it the necessity of increased violences and new crimes. Tlie 
cleath of Tberamenes had been a preparatory step. ’ That , ah 1$ leader 
being removed, measures the most violent and.injurious against the 
multitude, already deprived of arms, were no longer-scrupled. Lands 
and country-houses were seized for the benefit of the Thirty and their 1-2. c.4 §.i. 
adherents, and shortly an order was issued for all not of the catalogue 
to quit Athens. The greater part took refuge in Peirajus ; but the jea- 
lousy of their oppressors did not allow them to remain long therê  776'. 
Fortunate!}? the ruling party .in the neighboring city of Meg;ara, being 
demqcratical, was friendly-to their cause; and some I'evoiution, of which 
no satisfactory account remains, had so altered thing-s in the larger and 
more powerful city of Thebes, long the most virulent enemy of demo
cracy and', of Athens, that there also a disposition favdirrable to them 
■ prevailed. . Thebes,'accordingly, and Megafa became crowded with 
Athenian fugitives

in pursuing the course of Athenian 
affairs, the reader carries in his recolleciipn 
the progress of the French.revolution, he 
cannot fail to he struck with the many points 

' of resemblance between the proceedings of 
the Thirty in Athens, with its Council of- 
Judicature, and of the Cpmniittee of Public 
"Welfare, in Paris, with its Revolutionary 
Tribunal.; and the. odnsideration is not un
important to Grecian history, inasuiuch as 
it restores evident probability to tlie accounts 
of enoi'ihities which, however well attested, 
the desuetude of modern times, in-the order 
of things established in even the worst of 
European governments, had rendered, till 
new example arose, almost incredible. And 
, here the similitude between what in France 
is called democi-acy, and what in Greece was 
esteemed an oligarchy, will become striking, 
■ nieir character; as it stands marked by their 
conduct, has hardly a tlifterence; and thus it 
may appear that, with allowance for that

Tire phrase, indeed, without a comment, is 
hazardous, yet it may be creditably explairied 
thus‘ The fordi of a government, meerly as
* it gives a claim to this Or that title, detno- 
‘ cracy, aristocracy, monardiy,'signifies lit-
* tie. That is really the best government 
‘ which is So constituted, k» whatever form,
‘ as most to insure a juSt administration.' 
But this cannot he 'absolute monarchy; for 
there all must depend upon the accidental 
charactertjf the reigning princeit cannot 
be democracy; for there die, popular passion;' 
Which interested demagogues'may in the hio- 
ment- excite, or .the 'exerfions, -not even of 
the most numerous, hut of the most .turbu
lent and least scrupulous party, wilt decide 
everything : it cannot be oligarchy, or wjiaf 
is vulgarly called aristocracy;'for there a 
part of the people has an interest separate 
from thd rest ; it can only be a govern-

. memt so mi.ved smd balanced, that it 
may have strength to restrain popidar-

Jatitude of expression which poetry may - folly and popular injustice, 'without being
claim, Pope is right w'here he has said,

Eor forms of government let fools contest; 
Whate’er is best administer’d is best,

/  VoL. IIL

strong enough to support its own injustice 
or folly. - • - ' I

G Ainong
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Among those whom the tyranny of the Thirty had eariy driven to 
seek safety in bauishmenh was Thrasybulus son o f Lycus, already knowir 
for so many important services to his country. Thrasybulus, residing 
in Bceotia, was rather Watching for movements within Athens favorable 
to his views, than hoping to see a multitude driven to join him in exile 
Such asmight form a force sufficient to assail the.tyrants from without. 
Quickly he decided his plan. It was toward -midwinter, and scarcely 
six after the establishment of the Thirty, when with only about
seventy heavy-armed, he seized Phyle, an Attic fortress near the 
Beeotian border. .

. ^uch an enterprise might bear, on first view, the appearance o f  im-* 
prudent haste and rash adventure. It gave little alarm to the Thirty, who 
trusted that they could easily prevent depredation on the neighboring 
lands, which "alone they thought threatened, by marching immediately 
ga in st the little garrison. Phyle was scarcely more than twelve'milCs 
from Athens. Reaching i t  therefore' early in the day, they directly led 
their forces to assault* but with the ill success which, in that age, so 
commonly attended the attack of walls. In their hurry, for So small a 
distance, and against an enemy supposed little able-to resist them, they 
had omitted to bring tents and camp-equipage. Nevertheless the wea
ther being, for the season, fine, tho among the highlands, they resolved 
to remain before the place and immediately begin a contravallation. That 
same night a heavy fall o f  snow so distressed them, that next morning 
they withdrew hastily to Athens ; and with so little conduct, that much 
of their baggage Was taken by the activity o f the pursuing enemy.

Had Thrasybulus assembled a numerous body for Ms outset, it might 
have excited an alarm tuinous to his purpose; and unless he tmuld im
mediately have struck some great blow, subsistence would probably 
have failed him* But the season favored enterprize with a small force. 
It was not easy to keep the field with a large one against him ; and iir 
midwinterthe Eacedasmouians would hot, for a light cause, send troops 
from Peloponnesus. The Thirty, even after their miscarriage against 
Phyle, seem to have apprehended nothing from its garrison beyond 
iexcutsipn for plunder. To obviate this they sent the greater part o f 
their Lacedaemonian-troops, trith a body o f their own horse, to a station 

1 near
    

 



jE c r .  Ill* C IV IL  WAE A G A IN ST TH E T H IR T Y , 4 i

gear the plsce. But the credit o f .success l^\nng inahled Thrasyhulu% 
to inctease his forofs  ̂ he û â rcbod with seven hundred heavy-afn^ed, 
surpiised the'carnp of the Thirty at daybreak, killed a hundred and 
twenty of their heavy-armed, and put the rest to flight.
' Tins nnexpeeted stroke produGOd an; effect OH the ndnds o f  irtep far 
overpropoTtioned to, |ts reiil importance, The partizam o f the Thirty 

Were so alarnied, that the tyrants’ themselves doubted i f  they could be Xen. He). • 
safe, even in Athens, till assistance might he obtained from LacedtGnion, g’
Their resonroes then, in beginning distress, were eodgenial to their 
measures for the establishment of power. Should they,; by any train, of 
misfortunes,. be reduced to quit Athens, EleUSis would he the most desi
rable reftige. It was, next to the capital, the largest town o f Attica, 
favorably situated fur receiving fneeour from Peloponib!0suc> and forti
fied ; hut many o f the inhabitants were disaffected. This inconyenience 
therefore they resolved to obviate; and the Cavalry, whom they eonsi- 
dered as the most trustwortiiy of their trpops, , were the instrumeuls 
ehpsen for the oceasrOP, ■ For the equestrian ordei\ OompoSed o f  the 
wealthiest fatnilies of the commonwealth, baying been common sufferers Aristoph. 
from the oppression of popular tyranny, rejoiced in the prospect of an 
iu^Fovenienit of their condition by an affei^ion of the constitution;.
Thus predisposed to the Thirty, it bad been the policy o f those insidious 
tyrants to court that order, and they had succeeded in bolding the 
largest part attached to their nause.

At the head of the cavalry therefoi'e, Critlas went to Rleusis. Ail the 
Eleusinian people, of age to bear arms, were summoned, under pretence 
of a muster, for ascertaining their strength as a garrison for their town.
Every man, as bis jname was infolled, was ordered to go through the 
gate leading to the shore.. Without the wall the Athenian cavalry were 
pjosted, with some of the Thirty attending. These indicated the suspect
ed, as they passed singly, and the servants of the cavalry (for a Grecian 
trooper was' always, attended by one or more servants afoot) seized 
and bound them. The scrutiny being completed, they were imme
diately marched away to Athens, and delivered into the custody of 

, the Eiev̂ em,  ̂ '
Tims® unfortunate men, together with some who, fot the same crime 

o f suspected! disaffection, had been brought; from Salamis, were suffi-
, * 0  2 ' ciently
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eienlly attlie mercy of Critias and his associates. But an infernai policy 
dictated farther cerepiony. To* strengthen the tie between himself and- 
his chosen Threebho«$and, Gritias would make these his accomplices  ̂
in every crijhe, and sharers in the consequent enmity and abhorrence 
of mem On the following day therefore the Threethousand o f the 
catalogue, together with the cavahy,. were assembled in that splendid 
edifice, raised for far other purposes by the taste and magnificence of 
Pericles, the Odeioh or music-theater : and, lest all should; not be suf
ficiently zealous in the cause, or sufficiently obsequious to the Thirty, 
the LaGedtemonian garrison attended. Critias, according to the cotem
porary historian, addressed the Athenians in these extraordinary term's: 

In the government which we have been establishing, your interest 
* has been considered equally with our own# Sharing therefore its 
‘ advantages, you will not refuse to'share with us its dangers. Your 
‘ common voice must ratify an order for the execution of the prisoners 
‘ yesterday brought hither; that your security and your peril may rest 
‘ on the same foundation with ours.’ Suffrages were given by ballot; 
as under the democracy; but openly, that if might be seen if  any were 
untrue to the cause arid the prisoners from Eleusis and Salamis; toge
ther about three hundred, were all condemned together by one vote. 
And among tfie Athenians, says the cotemporary historian, there were 
some so intetit Upon the acquisition of wealth and power as to be even 
gratified with these proceedings*

It was not long after this massaci'e, so iheffectuarwas the horrid , 
policy of Gritias to secure his command over Attica, that Thras^foulus, 
w ith' about a thous'and* heavy-armed, marching- by night, entered 
the town of Peirasus, open since it was dismantled by the Lacedkjmo- 
nians,. and toofe possession, of it without opposition. The Thirty led 
fheir whole- force to attach him. The extent of Peirwus being too g'reat 
for his scanty numbers to defend, he moved to the adjoining'^suburb of 
Munychia, which afforded also more adv'antageous ground. The Thirty 
did not delay their assault. N ext to victory, death in battle was cer
tainly the most desirable lot for Critias; and he was fortunate enough; 
beyond his desert, to obtain it. Hippomacbus, another o f the Thirty, 
was also' killed. Hardly more than seventy of their followers had 
fallen, when the rest fled, and the victory o f  Thrasybulus-was corny

■ pletCi-
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plete.' His troo f̂s carried off the arm's of the dead bat their clothes; 
a common.object of {)lundet amonĝ  the Greeks, were, in pious respect 
for deceased fellowcitizens, left untouched. ‘ '

Wheii the pursuit ceased, a. truce for burial of the; slain, was, in the 
usual form,'solicited by the defeated and granted by the conquerors# 
Opportunity to communicate being thus Open, numbers from both 
sides assembled in conversation. Among those from Peirmus was Cleo- xen, HeL 
eritus, heiald o f the mysteries, a man respected for his birth, connec' hs. c. 4. 
tions, and abilitie&j as well as for tke sacred Office whklibe bore, ,and̂
■ what was particularly advantageous on the present occasion, ihdowed 
by nature with a Voice .singularly capable of prevailing over the mur- 
inur of-talking numbers. Having procured silence, he addressed the 
throng in a conciliatory speech, in which, professing for himself *and 
his party every disposition to friendly union, with the ThreethouSand, 
he imputed to the Thirty alone the evils suffered on both sides.. ‘ The 
‘ -Thirty,’ he said, ‘ only to gratify an inordinate thirst o f wealth and 
‘ power, had destroyed as many Athenian-eitizens in eight months as all 
‘ the Peloponnesians in ten years; and, when up obstacle existed to 
‘ prevent tberr establishing a good government in peace,' they'had 
‘ forced on this most shameful, cruel, Avicked, and, to gods and nrenj 
‘ hateful civil.Ayar.. For himself and those with whom he acted, he 
‘ protested that the death of those misled men, Avhose obsequies were 
* about to be performed, Avas a subject of sincere grief not less than to

their own party .’  * ' , .
This sj»eech, gaining anxious attention from the Many, alarmed their s.i«.. 

chiefs, AA'ho sedulously hurried them aAvay, Next day the Thirty, for 
that remained their title, rhet, and, AVith faded hopes, consulted con
cerning their affairs, while the. Threethousand were in altercation, in 
various parts o f the toAimf those who had been foiAvard in the late vio
lences, urging opposition to the utmost against Thtasybulus and hi* 
adherents, while those who thought themselves less personally obnoxious, 
insisted Qi« the necessity of an accommodation ; unreservedly declaring 

they would no longer obey the Thirty, to their Owm destruction and 
that o f the commonwealth. The result o f the contention AVas a resolu- s..i5i.

- tion, passed in thq form of a decree, by which'the Thirty were deposed,
andi
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aod a coU'BciK of Yett was appointed in their room, one from every 
ward, for.tbe express purpose of negotiating an ”accommodation with 
those in Peiraus. Neither was resistance attempted by the fallen ty-» 
rants, nor vicdenenused^gainst them. Two o f their number, Eratos- 
tlienes and Pheidon, were elected of the Ten ; the others, weak as cruel, 
and neglected as worthless, retired to Eleusis.

Opposition do Critias had recommended Eratosthenes and Pheidon 
to the choice of the Threethousand, and a disposition adverse to the 
Thirty was also the supposed merit of their new collegues. But ilo 
sooner were the Ten vested ivith the supreme authority than they betrayed 
the trust, ^pointed for the express purpose o f negotiation with Thra-̂  
gybulus, they resoived not to do what would presently reduce fhem to 
the general level o f  Athenian citizens. To this determination they were 
perhaps instigated, bat a t least they were warmly supported in it, by 
Lysimachus, general of the cavalry, a most vehement enemy o f demo
cracy. The .cavalry were almost universally disposed to the sentiments 
pf their cliicf, and, a large proportion of the Threethousand being found 
Still well incl'ined. to the cause,, the resolution was taken to oppose Thra- 
syhultts, to maintain oligarchy, and, in reliance on support from Lace- 
daamon, to .exert themselves for the present in defensive measures. The- 
Threethousand heingdiowever far from unanimous, the cavalry took 
pn themselves the fcincipal care, both of preserving peace within the 
city,, and giving;,?ecuRity against the enemy without. The whole body 
constantly slept in the Odeion, with their horses at hand bridled, and 
their speats by that tliey might act instantly, a& oraergencies
might r^nire^ pjth# as cavalry or infantry ; for beside unceasing appre
hension o f sedition within the city, attack, from Peirmus was hourly 
expect^. ' '  ' , ,

.Meanwhile citissMs, metics, and former inhabitants o f Athens o f all 
denominations, who .had fled from the tyranny of the Thirty, allured 
by the fame oftlie successes of Thrasybulus, flocked to join him. The 
greater part, di^rmed, as we have already seen, by the policy o f Critias, 
brought only their personal \ability and aeafin the cause : but all were 
sedulous in providing themselyes to the best o f their skill and means; 
amne making .shields qS BOod, some of wicker,;* and, whether meerjy

' . for
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for*«tiiformity and distinction, or that no visible tveakness of the mate* 
rialmight inqonrage the enemy .̂ they whitened all FeKoW^iip in ad
versity, and nnity of object under one able leader, promoted concord 
among tliem. About fhe tenth day from their first occupying Peir£eusj 
in general asseaibly they solemnly pledged themselves to fidelity in the - 
common cause, and then came to a liberal resolution, that the rights o f 
citizenship should he common to all, even foreiriers havihg right of 

' hospitality,• who should faithfully do the duty of soldiers, in the mat 
in which they were ingaged for the. recovery Of their country. iPhey 
were now strong in heavy-armed; their light-armed-were still more 
numerous, and they had about seventy horse. Fhey commanded the 
country, so that they were at no loss for pro\usions, and it was resolved; Xen. HeU 
with general approhatibn, to besiege the city. • s

Tho the transient reign and hasty downfal of the Thirty might, on a 
first glance, give to suppose that tlieir projects were aS tiffiaccountably 
rash and imprudent as grossly nefarious, yet they were, in reality; not 
so lightly founded, Critias had proposed, not to establish an indepen
dent domiriioa, but only to be lord of Attica,' under tbe' ̂ verehity o f 
Lacedaemon; and be-Confided in theThrecthousand heavy-arnied of 
his catalogue, together: with the greatest part of the Athenian cavalry,

.who Were warm in his Cause, only as force sufficient in emergencies, till 
support from Lacedeemon might be obtained. Attica, divided among' 
three OP four thousand families, would afford every man a maintenance.
Eveiy Athenian thus, like e very Laceda;monian, would be a gentleman; 
all the offices peiformed among the modern European nations by the 
lower classes of freemen, being supplied by slaves. An extraordinary 
concurrence of favoring incidents, With bold and well-cotiCerted enter* 
prize, had shaken this system almost in the outset. But, tho Critias 
himself had fallen, .and the peopleunder him .were ready fop a revolution, 
yet his successors in power, who had been, his opponents -in eonncil, 
found his plan 60' far inviting, that they adopted it almost intitely; 
while his opponents'in= arms, almost grasping the object o f their wishes, 
were still very far from any clear prospect of obtm.ning permanent pos* 
session of it.

ThrasylHiitta had indeed so chosen his season, s o ' avoided to excite
alann,’
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alarm, wa$ so rapid in'his measures, aud so favored by contingencies, 
that the revolutioft tvas on. the point o f taking place, before his oppo
nents began to think any addition to their own strength wanting. At 
length nearly at the sarne time, from the Thirty in Eleusis, an.d from 
the Ten, in the name o f  the Threethousand, iii Athens,. ministers 
reached Lacedtemon, But with a^-government ill-foraed for extensive 
dominion, L ĉed^^mon itself was at this time divided by faction. The 
support of oligarchy, however, was necessary to the existence of Lace- 
dseinQuian influence, in any forein state, aiid all the standing principles of 
Spartan policy 'Vr.ould urge it.. The powerful interest of Lysander there
fore, whose credit was-ideeply concerned in the maintenance o f the 
Lacedmmbnian authority in Athens, sufficed to obtain for him the ap
pointment o f commander-in-chief in Attica, with the title o f harmost, 
and for Liby^, his brother, the command of a squadron to cooperate 
Avith him. He desired no Lacedremonian land-force, but he procured 
a loan from the treasury to the Athenian state, of a hundred talents, 
for paying troops, which he-could easily hire among the other states of 
Peloponnesus. He passed immediately to Eleusis, where he Av̂ as soon 
joined by his mercenaries, and he prepared to blockade Peirseiis by land 
and sea.

These were circumstances to Aidiich the Ten,' from their first a p -. 
pointmcnt, had looked forward; and the hopes o f their party - now 
became high again, Avhile inevitable ruin seenaed to threaten Thrasybii- 

Xen. ibid, lus and his folloAvers. Certainly no exertion o f prudence and bravery, 
on their parC could inable their scanty number and deficient resources 

to, Avitbstand the pCWCr o f Lacediemon. But the state of^parties in 

Lacedmmon itself, not likely to hg.ve been .totally unknown to Thra- 
sybulu.s, w^s probably among the ineouragements to his enterprize; and 

indeed it seems more than possible that he had communication there, 
and reasonable dependence upon intrigue favorable to his vicAvs. 
Xenophon has apparently not said all that he knew or thought upon 

the subject; certainly he has not explained all that appears mysterious'in . 
it ; and tho he generally writes freely, yet this is not the only occasion 

lipon Avhich he,appears to have carefully avoided declaring what might 

involve the jsafcty or the character of persons liv ing when he wrote. The
facts .

Xfen.'Hel. 
1.2. c. 4. • 
s. JP.
Lys., Isocrat.
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fec;t§ jio«";ey.er,j wbicJi.; w re - of̂  public  ̂notoriety* then, ar€/|not‘clubloiis 
npw. Fabs%Mas,;-tbe rcigaiing the Eury«tbeiiei<,l family, \vas.
o/’:tbe pÊ i“|y:fb,at fnfied wfearecV tbe power and influence of Ey^ander. 
Bat.ifbe. epbpra];ty was flip Idnge dn which the politics of Lacediemon 
turi^d; yd\atevei’_ party epulcl,pbfaiti a rnajority of the five epbors, 
commanded, the administration for the year. The expectation; that 
Eysander would make Atticia, according to Xenophon’s expression, his 
own, gave-much nneasiiiess:. An exertion v/as therefore made by dte 
king’s party ; and,” three o f the ephors favoring, a decree of'the. general 
assembly #a« .procured, whiebj without taking from Eysander the par
ticular eommand, so lately, gopferred upon him, put the supi-eme direc
tion of flie -businesSs .into the ; king’s; hands..; It was , resolved that the 
affair was important ' enough to require that the allies; should be sum- 
moiied. ..The.general assenrldy theri,, directed, that a Lacedremonian 
aipry sliould fmarch, that Paiisanias. should, commaffd, and tliat two 
of the ephors should attend him, as his council,
. In pursuance of these resolutions, taken.in the absence of Eysander,. 

the contingent of/orces tvas, required from all the allies. The Boeotians 
and Corinthians, already jealous of Lacedaenvon, found pretences lo dis- 
dliey; hut all the other alhes sent their prppqrtipns^of tro<^s, and pausa-; 
nias led a vei'y; pPtverful army; into:Attiea. Eysander, with dUe submis
sion to legal apth/pity, joined him, and they'incamped. together in tire 
plain called I|alipedqir, the seaside plain, before Peirmus. A  message 
was immediately .sent to Ehrasybuliis, requiring his follpxvers tp disperse. 
To this obedience was refused,, and then Pausanias led his troops to an 
assault upon the place. He had hovvever no intention tlia tjt  should 
succeed,,hind qf course it was jneffectual. Next da^fh  ̂ examined the 
ground about the poi't, with the pretended purpose of fibrniing a con- 
travallation. Idis escort, consisting of Lacedteraonian jitfantry and 
Athenian cavalry, being nwlested by the eheniy’s light-armed, he ordered 
the cavalry tP charge.  ̂ The irregulars fled, aird the :’cavahT> killing 
some, pursjted bs far as tbte theater in Pdrieus, wherq they were met and 
checked by targ^teers add bea\^-^-med. The Eahedfcmonians fotlp.wing 
to support the Athenian horse, w'cre so annoyed by the missile weapon  ̂
of the targeteefs, that they wrere compelled to retreat with loss,, and two 

Vo.L, III. ' H polemarcs
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polemafcs .were aijwng tlie killed. Thrasybulus then led bn the whole: 
of his heayy-ai'med, and Pausanias not without diflieulty reached a hill, 
at the distance of half a tnile, whete he could defeild himself while lie 
sent for support. Having collected his foreds, and formed his phalanx 
in wery deep ordeFj he dteVe back the enemy, with some slaughter,- 
raised his trophy, and withdrew to his campj 

This action, critical as it had been, very exactly answered the end 
of Pausanias. Me’ was anxious to establish the opihiomof his serious- 
desire to rpduee thb democratieal, Athenians by, arms, while he carried-: 
his te’al purposes by secret negotiation.. Quitting therefore his situation- 
before Peirseus, he incaraped under the walls of Athens, taking his own. 
quarters in the celebrated Academia. He had probably, not less than 

ijucr. p.6o'4, his viow to a. Commanding'influence in Attica. He was con
nected by hereditary hospitality with - the family of Nicias, o f which 
the chief, Niceratus,: the unfortunate son o f the unfortunate general, 
had perished, as we have-seen, tinder the Thirty. Pausanias, having 
communicated with the survivors .of the, family, directed them to come 
to him, nmherously attended,by their party, to give weight to a decla- 
•ration of their wish for. an.accommodation with their fellowcountrymen 
in Peirteus..- At the: same time life invited. Thrasybulus to send commis- 

’ sioncrs to treat with him, andiintimated the terms which those commis
sioners should propose..- He was readily obeyed by both; and with the 
advice and concurrent authority o f  the two ephors, his'council, he gave 
passports for. the commissioners from Peirmus, and for Cephisophon 
and'Melitus^’j . as repi'esentatives of the moderate 1n Athens, to proceed 
to Lacedasmon.

The Ten and their associates were alarmed at these missions. Their 
general assembly was summoned, and they procured a decree for sending- 
ministers, to. Laeed^mon, on the. part of the existing government of 
Athens. B3r these they urged, ‘ That as they had voluntarily placed 
‘ their city and'ihemselves under-the protection, and to be disposed o f 
‘ at the pleasure, o f  the Laecdmmonians, nothing, less-ought to be re- 
‘ quired o f those, who now held Munychia-aUd Peiimus, .than an .nncon-..

Xea. Hel 
1. 2., c. 4. 
s. 26,,

‘3. 28...

Perhaps father of the aceueer of Socrates, who was Melitus son-of. Melit.as,

. - ‘ ditional.
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‘ cJitional surrender,’. ;AH the parties however were temperately heard*
%y the ephors and the Spartan'assemhly; whose jnsuing decree directed 

That fifteen commissioners should he appointed, in conjunction -wtith 
, ‘ the king Pa.usania,s,4 .o settle, -with the sttictest iaipartiality and equity, 

the differences existing among the Athenian people.*
This resolution, generous, we should wish to consider it, tho evidently 

in,no ,small degree a party measure, appears however to have been faithr 
fully and libei-aily executed. AH Athenians e f ali parties, the Thirty,
■ and isome few who had acted in the most inyidioUs offices under them,
-only excepted, were restored to their rights as Atljertjan citizens an 
oath only being required of them, to keep the peace and he true to a Xen. Hel. 
universal am.nesty. Humanity perhaps and prudenee demanded the g 
icxception, as not less necessary-to the, safety of the excepted than to 

■ the general quiet, -Eleusis was given them for theil: residence, and to 
be also the refuge of all who, xvith them, might fear .to live under 
the restored commonwealth. Matters being sp far settled, PausanHs 
led :away the Whole of the ,Pel{>ponnesi.an forces, leaving the Athe- . 
mians o f the city a t perfect liberty with regard to their future civil 
government, ' ,, ,

The retreat of the Lacedremo.nian Atmy was t îe signal fot.Thrasy- Xen. Iiei.' 
huVus and his fallowers tp -mareh to,'Athens. In solemn procession, like g 
the Eoiiian triumph, they ascended into, the citadel, apd in their arms Lys. c. . 

-offered a thanksgiving sacrifice to Alinerva. : A  general assembly was- p.Tŝ r̂ 'vel • 
then held, to give thesanetion of the popular will to the measures which 
the circumstances -might require; .Phormisius, tho' one of the army nonaboiesd. 
from Peirmus, proposed that laiidowners only, should have yotes in the 
gene;’al asseaibly, atid be eoTflpetent flsr niagistracy. The mote prudent Lys, 
Thrasybulus saw that, tho the evils of fhe old government were gjeat, Xen.utsup. 
this was not the proper remedy i fior would the times have borne it.
Alore than five thousand eitizens would-so. have been deprived o f the 

privileges to^which, under the old Constitution,, they were intitled; and 

would o f con sequence, have sunk into a condition o f little ino.te security

“  Even the Thirty, the Eleven, and the • of tbe.ir eondnet-— iMh&i sMfctt 
Teh were not to be denied those rights, pro- Atidoo. de iliyst. p. #2.,
Vried tlwy wonld abide a judicial scrutiny • - , ' • '

H C For
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•far person and prop^ty than slaves. For so,ife Avas, in the want o f  any 

just idea o f  halahced government among tlie Gijeeks, that portion "of the 

people AV’hich held th^ sovefeih pdwer M̂ as .despptic,- and the rest, Avere 

their subjects, more depressed than tlie subjecls o f anyf single despot-easily 

can be. In addressing tlie assemhly therefore; after some expostulation 

to the oligarchal party, Thrasybuius strongly recomnrended, to the de- 
mocratical, peaeeful hehaAnorj and the strictest obserA'^nce-of the oath 

of amnesty just faheh-/ Stating them the inexpediency o f disking ncAV 

troubles, by atte^nipting, aCsnelf a season> any innovatioir, be recom
mended the cpmpleth restoration o f the constitntion, as it stood before 

the appointment o f the Thirty.' The assembly decreed as he advised: 
all the magistracies Avefe filled, in regular form, .and the government, 

resinned'hs aatiehl edin’Se*; V‘ ’ " ’ ■ ' ' ■ -
Thus, by a series df^coiklhct; â s wise, and moderate in civil' business' 

as able and daring in military, the latter a common merit among- the 

Greeks, but the former -very uhepmmon, Thrasybuliis injoyed the'satis- 
.faction while he livedf and through succeeding ages has had the glory, 
of being the restdrff o f Rie Atlmniafi comnionAV'ealth, Jthasecond founder 

o f Athens. Attica hoAA'ever AAms nqt yet united under one government-: 
it was divided betv^tt;k  <lejhbcratical repubfic, o fVh ieh  Athens, and 

an oligarclial; o f Avhich EleUsis, AAms'the capital; an arrangement suit>- 
ing the policy o f Ladedfe'mpri, as it facilitated the .means o f holdihg all 
in subjection.. ' Thdse means, ne^erthg|ess, AA'-erp, neglected; As the 

Laceda;nmnians Wrote'no books,' and forCrners had little access to their 
city, AAte arb w ry  defieientiy informed o f  their,domestic affairs. They 

seem hoAvev'ef to h a ^  been a f  this 'time so-,w^ faction, the party 

o f Pausanias dverbe^ing, but hardly-.6yerbeming, .that o f Lysander, 
that they hadTittle retshitelter the affairs o f -neighboring

g  ^  ^ states. MfiauwliiBthe people o f Athens, were alarnted AAî îth information,
OI. 94.S. that those in Elchsis vvete in g o in g  mercenary troops. The Atehemence 

o f jealoiisyjnatural to, those Who had so lately been suifering the.evils o f 
exile,’ and who expfect^ ppialternative but death^pii h^patriatioh from  

the success o f the suppoted dekgn, Tnstantly:T.nssessed the public mind. 
Tlie service' o f all able to bear arms avus strictly required, and the aa Iio Ic 

strength of the city marched. The leaders in Elcusis, Avhose purpose 

4. ' ' ' ' , seems

Xei). Ilel. 
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seems to have been but suspeeted, trusting themselves to a conference, 
were massacred j but fortunately; so moderate Anas the; popular fury, fir 
such the influence of the chiefs t®* restrain it,, perjury and bloodshed 
went no fartlier  ̂ Proposals of peace and complete amnesty were offered 
and accepted, and the. refugees; nifistly o f the-noblestiand'vtvealthiest 
■ families.of Attica, were festfitcd td;fhe rights ofrAthenia«?Uitizens; The 
mnltitude,, who had the pow^rdn. their^hands;’as the cotemporary histo
rian, not their partial,friendj>pbser remained faithful tfi their oaths,,
‘ .and the.governmentj^ he.cdntinues, ‘ is still earned on with harmony 
* between, them;’ ’ Thns.at length,' the. Athenian commonwealth- was 
completely restored, gnd all Attica reunited as its,territory, -

In theaccounts remaining of these vicissitudes in the affah’s o f Athens, 
no-meUtion occurs o f  yUcibiades: after his ineffectual interference to 

' prevent the defeat of AigOspptanti, he is not even named by the efitenr- 
■ porary historiani -His fate, nevertheless, as it may best be gathered 
fi'om imperfect acfiodnts; of Utef Avritefs, is aitogelher too»ititei^sting 
not to require notice. ' ' : '

■ Alcibiades seems..fe-rhave possessed," in -tlic Thpacian Ghersonfese, a 
large estate,y.evem-.a princely eommand; and .extensive- influence; the 
estate apparently inherited .from his ancestors;; for avarice, and that 
low xlishonesty which has the 'accuinulatifin o f wealth for Its object, 
were, not among his rfleesr; When he-was .a xocond timfidrlven, from 
the head .of his co îihtty’&forcesi to aeCk; safety in  exile, his-property; in 
the expectation of a great bfioty^orfthe treasiiry, ' Was r̂im^  ̂ Lys. pro ,,,
aften and'private inteiesf as- we-haveseen, ,-madeK such, inquiries at 
Athens veiy severe; But thfi, in issuesVfroin .the treasury and collec
tions fi-bm tributary states, the public--money which had comb into 
hisiiands very gi’catly exceeded what had ever fallem within thepower 
o f any fbrnier-Athenbn generah;;it ,Was;fo^ tbaf^he -had, pot used..;
the Opportunity f(?r private profit.;:.;,; - . -

In exile therefote,,,anff.a|ter the qverthrp3y qf .Jflabpuntry  ̂-;^ith tile 
consideratiou arising from property attd power, Alcibiades injoyed 
that which extraordinary abilities and magnanimous flisinterbsledness, . 
displayed in great commands, would.add. But as it ofteu happens, in

'  ' ' ’ ’ ' hun>%R..
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human affairs, that eifcumstanees apparently ntost .advantageous and 
desirable lead to misfoftunei so the' very .credit o f Alcibmles was the 
occasion .that, tho in exile,' the.overthrow of hi's country involved his 
ruin. Athe'ns was thought'not'in seems obedience to the Thirtjf or to 
Lacedaemon while Alcibiadcs lived,; and, the authority or influence of 
that soyerein state pei'vadihg all the Gircctan settlements, it was 
ciilf to find a residence y'̂ liere he eoulcl he safe. Perhaps indeed his 
disposition too httle allowed 'him to_rest in quiet security, finding 
himself however threatened'Oirhis estate in the Chersonese,, he passed 
Over into Bithyuia. He had some confidence in the friendship, as well 

. as in the tried honor, of thh satrap of that country, Phainabazus, But 
little contented with safety there, he conceived projects, not simply 
for restoring himself to his country,* but for restoring his country to 
its former preeminence in Greece. ,His ho^s were excited, and' bts 
•views directed, by the Avelhknown success o f  Themistocles at the 
Persian court.; and, under the protection and with the reeommenda- 
tioh of Pharaahaziis, he proposed to go to Susa. Arrangements seem 
to have been, in some forwardness for his purpose, when, in his resi
dence in Bithynia, he Avas attacked, by an armed multitude) whose 
provocation or whose instigators me not certainly indicated. Pharnaba- 
zus, the Lacedasmonians, and his own passions have all been accused.  ̂
hut the many wenrattested proofs of the satrap’s integrity ,̂ magnani- 
mity, and honor* seemingly .should exculpate him. The assailants,, an 

‘ armed mul'titude against a  fcAV domestics, . f̂eared to enter the house, 
hut they set fire to it; Alcibiades then sallying sword in hand, none 
dared await his assault; but, from a distance, he was overwhelmed 
by a shoAver of darts and arroAA'S'. Nearly thus, according to all re- 
niaining accounts, fell tliat extraordinary plan, before he had reached 
his foi'tieth year.
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Illustrations^ from tlie Qrators.and; P&ilosopliersj o f  the Civil .  
H i s t o r v  of AxiiEirsy and the Condition of the Athenian 
People,. between the Ages of Pericles and Demosthenes; 
with asummary Tiew of the Eise. o f P h i l o s o p h y  andi 
L i t e e a x u r e  in G r e e c e -  -

s E C T r o N  r.

Short political’ Quiet at Athensi Tramcription o f -SolorPŝ Huwsi Piar 
lence o f P  arty ̂ strife renewed: Sycophancy fe^wed'. Rise of the 
Rhetoricians. Prosecutions; o f the Son of Alclhiades;. ( f  the 
Nephews o f N kia s; of a Citizen supposed to hwve appropriate A  
Property-forfeited to the Commonxeeallh ; e f  those who prosecirted  ̂
the Assassins o f P h r y n i c h u s o f  a Citizen fo r  grubbing the Stump' 
o f a sacred Olive-tree. , . '

/ , * ■ . .

ON  the conclusion of the- Peloponnesian war, there followed 
suspension'rather of the usual turbulencfe throughout Greece,, 

lhan what, in modern Europe, would be esteemed a political calm;: 
Attica only remaining, as we have seen, for some time, xdolently- 
agitated- The state of the rest o f the country, under the undisputed: 
supremacy ofLacedtemon, tjhu not particularly described by- any 
anfient author  ̂ we shall gather from eireumstances-hereafter occur* 
ling to-notice.. O f  the state of Athens, after the restoration of de* 
mocracy, which Xenophon’s short eulogy, might give a modern rCaden 
to suppose-all con cordj tran(|uiUty, and happiness, w© have from the' 
eotemporary oi'ators and philosophers large information. Hence jndeedi 
•we deriye almosb aU that we learn of Athenian history, and, no ua— 
instructive portion of it, fill Athens became again implicated in the* 
tj'oubles-which anew involved all Greece; amid'which She so recovered:  ̂
strengtii and importance, as again to take a lading part in them. .
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Hi I I I S T G R y ; O F  G R E E C E .  ’̂ 'Ch a p ' X X !!. ’

' It is a strong testimony- to the merit o f Solon’s taws, that, in all 
revolutions of-the Athenian goveriiinetit, they-never ceased' to,'be 
highly respected. The legislative,’ atKl'''exeeu£ive powers, never well 
defined in airy antient government, might receive changes, the judicial 
might pass to new tiibun'als; .but no innovating demagogue dared 
make'U direct’ attack upon’ Solon’s . legal system. Nevertheless there 

' existed,'for some ages, Only. dhe ConSp.lete copy. of. his laws, which- 
-was kept ■ with,great Care in Ahe-citadel, where all might have access 
to it, and transcribe any parts that were particularly waHtecl. Among 
the' violent internal troubles, preceding the conclusion' o f the Pelo
ponnesian war̂  it aeeiiis to liaVe beei} a measure of the better-minded 
men, for restoring the'most valuable part of the old constitution, and 
providing mew security for civil order, to procure a decree for a second 
copy of the whole code for-public use. The important business, o f 
making 'or superintending the transcription,Was committed to N i- 
comachus, a mair o f  rank, connected with the oligarehal party^ and 

'i jt was expected that tile woik should be completed in four-months.
- new troubles within* the pressure of an enemy without, and at 

length the captui%”bf the city,' intetfered.,̂  ̂ Meanwhile Nicomachus, 
and those' connected with him, found themselves, possessed of power 
which they were unwilling to. resign. . Litigants and others,-who 
-wanted copies of any parlicular laws, could have them only ihrouglj 
Nicomachus. The transGiiption pf parts, for private purposes, un
avoidably interrupted that o f  the- wdiOle for -public use: and thus, |n-- 
depend.ently o f the political trpubles7 arose a.pretehee-for delay, ryhich 
would require reasonable'allowance, Avhile the extent ofTeasonable 
allowance, under these circumsiances, could scarcely by" any measure, 
be estUnated ; and thus six years passed before the complete copy was 
delivered for public use."

Amid the disorders of .conquest and revolution, rheamvhiie, circutir- 
' ’Staif ees, how far really injurious cannot be knoVvni, subjected the code 

however to sUs|ncions, UOt tp be completely obviated. Nieomaclms 
Ch; 21. s. 1. »\vas much connected with Satyrus, ■ idiom we have seen distinguishing 

himself, among the Eleven, :as. a  zealoUs minisler o f the violences o f  
the ^Thirty Tyraiits. Nicqih'adhus and Satyrus had before been together

among

I d. p. 839.
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among the leaders of the oligarchal party, in' opposition fo Cleoplion. 
They together'jorned the paity of'CH tias; and thu$> when, by the 
death of Therameries, Opposition, to that party was quelled, the code 
o f Solon was at its mercy. , ;

Nevertheless, i f  we put together all that remains on the subject, -it 
appears not likely that the eode was very essentially injured.- Lysias, 
as an advocate by pyofession, must himself have had a general know- 
le§e of the laws, and he could not want opportunity fos' learning the 
opinions of the best informed about them; yet, when> in condueting 
tlie prosecution afterward instituted'against Nicomachus, it was rnost 
his object to point out what bad been destroyed or interpolated, ho 
seems to, have been unable even to name anything very material, except 
that forgery which he affirms to'have oceasioned,tbe Chndemnatioii o f  
Cleophoh. All other alterations, made, as he says> ’ principally under 
the Thirty, appear to have had no farther purpose than to authorize 
Increased expence in public sacrifices. A  public sacrifice was always 
a feast'for the lower-people> The object being thdb Only to iftable 
the Thirty to feed the Threerthousand of. their catalogue at the public 
expence, the interpolations could hardly much affect the general 
system.' _ , ' ^
- When therefore, bn the expulsion of .the Thirty, the democracy Was 
restored, the inestimable advantage was experienced of posseasing a 
system o f law, w'hich the people had been accustomed to revere, and 
the Atheifiau state beoame resettled at oneb,on the code of Solon, as 
on a basis in whose firmness all had confidence. But, on the contrary, 
intolerable inconvenience had been experienced from the variety of 
lavvs addbd  ̂since-his time; fbr many had been made only to answer 
the-moniefitavy pUr|k>ses o f faction ; some oppressive in their tehor ; 
some contradictory to others; insomuch that, in the eilcf the most 
cmltious man could scarcely direct his conduct so as, not” to become 
obuoxibus to legal punishments fortunately, the laws of Solba, to
gether with a few unrepealed statutes Of Draco, were-sufficient, in the 
moment, for the puri)oses o f civil life. | t  was-therefore decreed, that 
all later laws should be suspeuded, till they had undergone a revision, 
and that those puly which might he advautageously gi’afted ch the old 
system, sboukl be reinacted. ■

VoL. III. T  Thrasyhulus,
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H J S T O E Y  O F  G E E E . C E .  Chap. X X I t
Thrasy‘l>ul»s, and ihbse wh_o with him guided the popular wnll, cer

tainly deserve high honor for that'political calm, short Us it was, which 
Athens now injoyed. Not the public measures only, but the pu’blic 
temper was marked with a wisê  moderation and a magnanimous libe-, 
rality. Sycophancy was discouraged; .party Avas nearly abolished;' 
several of those who had acted W'ith the lliirty , who had served 
mnder them in the cavalry, their guard and principal support, were 
admitted into the council, and allo'ved to aspire to the highest 
offices, civil and military.- Harmony and internal quiet prevailed, 
such as, perhaps since the 4 eath of Eericks, had been unknown in • 
Athens., . .

While sohriety and niodeTation, the fruit o f severe suffering  ̂ thus 
pervaded the public mind, a vain attempt was made by the patriotic 
leaders, without the hazard of <great changes, to put legal restraint 
upon democratical despotism.' A  law was proposed and inaojed, de
claring that no decree, whether of the council or even cff the general 
assembly, should be valid in opposition to the law, as it stood, then 
established: Bht the restraint of law, in an unbalanced democracy, 
wa,s a phantom, which pirty-Ieaders easily taught, their favoring ma
jority in Abe sbvCrein assembly to despise. The constitution, there- 
fdre,-remaining unaltered, the former temper of the government soon 
returned, and all its inherent cHls again broke out. Party-spirit re
sumed its violence, tyranny again marked tlm decrees of the assembly 
and the judgements of the tribunals, and even the amnesty, that solemn 
ingagement toAvhich the whole people had sworn,, as the very founda
tion of order and quiet in the restbred commontvealth, w’as, not .openly 
indeed, but under various sublerfnges, violated. I f  the interest o f a 
party required the e v̂elusion of some eminent man from the college o f 
archons or, from the council, nice distinctions were taken to prove the 
cases of such men exyeptio'iis to the general pardon, and to contend 
that the approbation of the council in the dokimasia should be with
held. Success’in such an argument before the council, which went no 
farther than to exclusion from office, iucOUraged accusation on similar 
grounds in the ordinary courts,, or before the assembled people, which 
might produce confiscation and banishment  ̂ or eyen death. Needy

and
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*̂ and profligate nie« caught kt the ^opportunity, and sycophancy revived,
■ with all its puhhc'evils and all its private ho‘rrors.

In a popular governpient, the art of public speaking cannot fail to 
tie important, and tn Athens it was more extensively so, as no man, who 
possessed anything, coulcl, by the tncist upright Conduct, be secure 
against prosecution, aqd as moreover it was expected of the prosecuted, 
tho friends or council might assist, that they should nevertheless also 
speak for themselves  ̂ The importariee of eloquence, in a Court of jus- 
lice, will also Bear some proportion to the numbers which cqmpose it. . 
Eloquence will joften' operate powerfully upon an English jury of only 
twelve men; tho the judge will check deception, inform ignorance, . 
and correct misinformation j and the jury, in conference before they 
decide, discussing their own^opinions, the recollection of the informed 
and wary may obviate the fascination o f oratory npon the ignOraht, the 
passionate, and the giddy. But in the Athenian courts, consisting of 

,froin five hundred to six thousand jurors, no conference coifld take 
place j no salutary influence of the wiser few»conld easily affect the 
■ mass; the decision must generally be that of ignorance and passiom 
operated upOn, as might happen, by the powers of contending speakers.
•* Exasperated by eloquence,’ says Xenophon, ‘ they often condemn Xen. Apoi. 
 ̂ the innocent; moved to pity, Or even to favor, by eloquence,' they 
 ̂ acquit and even honor the guilty.* ■

In this state o£ things, at Athens, it was uufortunaie to Want elo
quence. A  wealthy man, unable to speak' for himself in public, was 
‘doubly an object for the sycophants. Hence the profession of the rlre- . 
torician, who composed orations to be spoken by others, arose and 
gained high credit, Eminent men,"of superior abilities, attached them- ' 
selves to itj whose compositions, as valuable models of an importanfe 
art, were collected and transmitted to posterity; and much of the works 
of two o f  the most eminent, Lj'sias, whose name has already occurred 
for notice, and Isocrates, who soon after ecquhed celebrity, fortunately 
remain to us. . In the Grecian annals o f the cbtemporary Athenian his
torian, we find, after the restoration of the democraqy, a void in Athe-• 
niari history. Those factious intrigues, thofo strifes im the tribunals 
and in the agor^, which alone offered themselves, were apparently, in -

1   ̂ '  his
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liis idea, either-,tpo familiar to his catemporaries, or too hazardous for* 
historical narrative. He Has therefore referred his „liotiee of them to 
those valuable dissertations which remain to us from him. These, with 
the works o f the. orators and rhetoricians, who. ofteii passed under the 
t'ommon title of orators,' inable us in some degree to fill the void ; not 
indeed with a series of connectetf events, but with facts which afford 
huich illustration of the character of the Athenian constitution, and of

• the condition of the people under it. '
Among the early objects: of reviving sycophancy, we find Alcibiadesj 

son of the extraordinary man o f  that name, %vho'has already ingag’ed 
so much of our attention, by Deinomache, daughter o f Megacles, the. 
noblest’ and wealthiest heiress of her time in Athens, to whom he was 
marrie.d in early youth. -The younger Aleibiades, from deficiency, whe.- 
ther of talents, or activity, or opportunity, made no figure, in public 
life, proportionate to' his fathers fame. H e  is chjefly known to us 
through, two orations, composed, on different occasions, by the tjvo- 
celebrated rhetoricians just mentioned, one in his accusation, *th.e bther 

- in his defence. These however shdvi^That he was eminent enough to 
excite the attacks, not only of sycophancy but of faction.

The Athenian people had decreed a military expedition, on -what 
occasion does not appear, and the generals were impowered (such was 
the tyrannical authority with which the despotic multitude not linfre- 
quently intrusted its favorites), to name the citizens. Avho should serve 
upon it. Party- înterest, or party-resentment, or possibly some view to 
favor with the lower people only, prompting, several men of rank and 
property were called upon to serve as common foot-soldiers. Most o f 
them, dreading the .consequences o f a despot’s resentment, obeyed the 
injurious mandate but young Aleibiades dared to refuse. ‘ Mounting 
his' horse, he joined the cavalry, and said,' there be was in his post; 
there he was ready for the duty which the constitution and the laws 
required of him.
' The oration composed by Lysias, for the prosecution, w.ill not impress

• the most favorable idea of the rhetorician himself, or o f the prosecutor 
. for whom he wrote, or o f the court to which the speech was addressed, 
or of the general administration of law at Athens, after the boasted

s ' restoration

    
 



S£€t.'L , PEOSECUTI^N OF THE SO^ OF ■ ALCIBIAHES.
restoration of the Commonwealth. Piivate revenge is a motive of the - 
accuser,-directly a;»drq>eatedly avowed ; and not only the mOst illiberU 
personal, abuse o f the’ accused, but all that faction had ever, truly or 
falsely, irnputed to his father, was urged to influence the tumultuary 
tribunaL The lost defence is not wanting to evince,’ that tbe accusa- 
tion, which we must suppose so able a. pleader well knew how to adapt 
most advantageously* to the capacity and temper - of the court,, Avas 
weakly founded, and malicious,- The testimony, 'that such'a compO'* 
sition atfords, is in more than one view valuahte. We might (jnestioa 
the evidence of Xenophon to the insecurity of'individuals- at Athensi 
and the tyranny exercised over all possessing, or reputeicl to possess prp.̂  
perty; he was a sufferer from popular koVereinty; but the concurring 
testimony of Lysias  ̂ a sufiferer fVom oligarchy, and thenc^ a yehement 

.advocate for popular power, completes the proof. ' ^  .
In the oration against Alciblades, \Ve find three penal laWs^bted: 

one against cowardice in battle ; atvother against oniissiou o f service 
with the infantry; and a third against presuming to act with the cavalryi 
without the previous approhatiom of-the council in the acrutihy called 
dokimasia. By a vioient.constractionj the gccusei eiidevored to pef  ̂
suade the court that Aleihiadeawas obnoxious to. the first-of these laws; 
tho not only his service -with the cavalry whs admittedj but no battle 
M d taken place, ‘ But this is a.case;’ says the accuser, f  lhat has not 
‘ Occurred before since the restoration of the democracy. - It behooveh 

you therefore to act, not meerly as judges, hut in soihe degree as 
‘ legislators; hot confining yourselveS'to a strict construction p f the •
* law as it stands, but rather deciding how the law should ever hereafter 
t he understood. ^Alcihiades; tegularly summoned-for the infantry,
* having sought shelter in the le$s dangerous service of the cavalry, it,
 ̂ is a duty you owe to justice and to .your cduatry to pre^me his cow-

* ardice, as i f  a battle had actually been fought and he had fled; and
* sentence ought to be pronounced accordingly,’ The strong contrast 
of the principle, here inculcated, to that of the English jurisprudence, 
which requires the strictest Construction of penal laws, 'Cannot fail to 
strike the English reader ; nor can he have e^^miifed Grecian history, 
in the genuine portraits given by Cotemporary Writers, without observing -

that
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that it is in the-character 5  f  democracy, far niore than even 6 f the most 
absolute monarchy, to be careless of the safety of individuals, where 
but a shadow of the interest o f the soverein interferes j and, in a demo
cracy, the prevailing faction is the absolute soverein. The accuser’s 
own arg'ument shows that Aicibi'ades could, by iio fair construction, be 
dCeiried to have incurred the penalty of the first, law. The case seems 
not to have been within the_ meaning even of'the second’; intended 
apparently to apply only to those Avho owed no military service but in 
the infantry. Upon the 'third a question arises, which we have not 
means to decide; but we may safely pronounce that either the case of 
Alcibiades was not*witl>in it, or the law rvas a dictate of the purest ty- * 
ranny. For if, in any suspension’ of the dokimasia, those who had 
every-requisite for the cavalry-service were legally compellable to serve 
in the infantry, Avhat must, have been the situation of leading men, in 
a pai^y to which the general of the day, and a majority of the council 
were inimical? Any one or all of them'might be banished, at the nomi- • 
nation of the general, in the situation of common foot-soldiers, to any 
part e f  the world to which the Athenian multitude might be persuaded 
to decree an expedition. -
• Alcibiades had the good fortune to escape- condemnation ; for in his 

'behalf, the, general himself came forward Avith his-nine collegues, de
claring that, tho'Alcibiades had been regularly summoned to serve in 

the infantry, yet he had had their leave to act Avitli the cavalry. BuV  

apparently the Athenian laAv did not, like the Engjisli, forbid a second 

f)fosecution for the sanie imputed crime. The accuser pursued his pur
pose, and a fragment, of a second Oration composed for liim-by Lysias 

u’emains to us, in Avhich the most striking feature is the impudence Avith 
which the generals are Galled jspon, Avith threats, to retract, and acknow
ledge as false, the evidence Aviiich they had given on oath to the court, 
in  the face o f the people. ' '

Young Alcibiades, it  has been said, inherited Ms father’s fine per
son and hiS profligacy, without bis talents.. For the blemishes o f his 
.character, however, we shall not implicitly believe an avowed’ enemy, 
nr a venal rhetorici^, paid for giving a specious form to calumny. It 
is  creditable for both father and son, tliat a rhetorician of far fairer

reputation
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reputation than Eysias, a real patriot an.d’ a $crupulously honest man, 
has been the eulogist .of One and atlvacate ©f the other. A  prosecution 
%vas instituted against the younger Alcibiades, to recover damages for- 
a violence, pretended to h.ave_been, many years before, ponimitted by 
his father, in forcibly taking' from a person named Tisias, a pair of 
horses, which won for him the prize in the chariot-race at Olympia. 
Isocrates Composed the speech, yet extant, Avhich the younger Alcibi
ades spoke in bis own defence. It is mostly apology for some parts, 
and panegyric of the rest, of his father’s public conduct. WhatdesCrves 
our notice here ix an animadversion upon the. sycophants. * You are 
‘ now informed,’ says Alcibiades to the Court, ‘ by the testimony of
* many acquainted with the transaction, and amorrg others by the ambas- 
‘ .sadors themselves of Argos, that the horses were not taken by violence
* from Tisias, but fairly bought, by my father, ofthe Argiaa common- 
‘ wealth. Attacks however, like the present, ate not new. to m e; and̂
‘ in all of them the insidious policy of the sycophants has been the* 
‘ same.' Instituting an action on pretence of some private wrong, they
‘ constantly im plicat^n their plea sofne charge c f public misdemeanor,
‘ .They employ more time in calumniating my father, than in provings. 
‘ what they have sworn to as theToniitlation of their suit against mej 
‘ and, as if in contempt of every principle of law and justice, for Crimes 
‘ committed, as they affirm, by him against you, they demarid reparation 
‘ from me lo themselves.’

Those unversed in the Athenian pleadings may possibly not immedi
ately see the force or the exact drift of the concluding observation. 
The multitude ordinarily composing an Athenian court of justice^ryas 
SQ great, -that the pleaders always addressed it as under the impulse of 
the same interests, and subje'ct'to the same feClings as the general assem* 
bly, and equally without responsibility. Impartiality was never sup
posed; the passions were alw:ays applied to ; and it never failed to be 
contended, between the parties, which could most pevsoade the jurors- 
that their interest was implicated  ̂with his, and that by deciding in his 
favor, they would be gainers % ' . ■

‘ ' : .W ith'
' * The orators abundantly,stow thp justice Sv vSu_ S'lxai’w » r»S  avtoZt

ofyenophon’s assertion,Tf ws Atheh. resp. c. 1. sriS, See_
' particularly
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Witli the son of Alcibiad^s, w.e find under the persecution of revived 
.syfcbphancy the nephews«of his ccdlegue in command and adversary in 
politics,, the rich, benevolent, unfortunate N icias.' The family was 
unfortunate. Niceratus the son, and Eucrates the brother, o f  Nicias, 
had suffered death under the tyraiwiy of the Thii'ty. What crime, under 
the, restared detnocracy, -'vyas imputed to his nephews; The sons of 
Eucrates, for ^which they were threatened V ith  confiscation of their 
property,, the remaining fragment of their defence, written by Lysias, 
does not inform us. A  decree had already bemi given against them, 
which is complained of as a diteqt violation o f the amnesty. -,The ser
vices of their family to the commonwealth are urged in their favor; and 
oGcasion is taVen, from the sufferings of Eucrates and Niceratus under 
the odious tyranny of the Thirty, to affirm, avhat however we learn, on 
the best authority, to have been false, that the whole family had always 
been attached to the democratical interest. With more truth perhaps,

, the orator insists that, as the three brothers, objects of the prosecution, 
were'nil supporting the burthensome command'of triremes, and liable 
to every other expensive oflice,' as well as to callj  ̂ dnlimited, for occa
sional eontributions to the treasury, tlieir property was more valuable 
to the commonwealth in their own hands than if nctually confiscated; 
Such are the principal heads of the defence. O f the final event of the 
pros^ecution we are no otherwise informed than by a report, little likely 
to have been strictly true, that, with one exception only, all*the plead
ings bf Lysias were successfril, *, .

particularly the oration of Lysias for the 
estate of Aristophanesj p. 157, or 6 5 6 ^ 6 6 0 .

The extravagant use made of jpublic accu
sation, as the.tool pi .private .n)alicie;pro.fit- 

- ing from t& extravagance of demoCratical 
jealousŷ  has not escaped the. ahimailversipn 
of the comic poet of the day. ‘ Run.and tell

Cleon,'.says th# chorus in The .Wasps, 
(v. 407‘)  ‘ that here is a disaffected man,
‘ bent Upon the co,̂ monwealth’Lruin,- He- 
‘ asserts that litigation and prosecutions 
‘ should be discouraged! Is not tliis abomi- 
‘ ■ nable ? -Is it nm̂ manifest tyranny ? An 
opponent of the faction of Cleon obserŴ r.

upon this: (v. 4$6.) ‘ Everything, with you, 
‘ is tyranny aij.d conspiracy. Even in the 
‘ market everything is tyranny. ' If.̂ ny one 
‘ toriys haddock in preference-to sprats, the 
‘ spratseller says he is laying out for the 
‘ tyranny. If any one wants to have leeks 

thrown into the bargain, as sauce for mack- 
‘ arel,, “ Whaf,” ‘ says the herbwoman,’ 

are you looking for the tyranny ? Do.yoy 
“'think Athens will find you sauce for tri- 
“ butel" A joke follows to the same pur-' 
pose from Xantbias, the slave, too indelicate 
for translation.

An
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An oration,, wfittep by Lysiasi;vfor a defendpnl again^ a prosecutiojU 
instituted by the treasury, exhibits a far deeper’ scandal to thb laws and. 
constitution ‘ o f Atbehsj; NieOphCnrus and Aristophanes, father and 
son,; served their country in high situations j whether ready well or ill 
v̂e know not; -.felt they were introdueed to the pubUc favor which raiised 

them, , by'Cdnqn,. Avhoin we shall find one o f the most illustrious cha
racters in Athenian history,, Qn somg turn in the popular niind, some 
■ change in the administration, some machinatidn bf fadtionv unreported 
-by antient writers, they< were-iittprisoned, secretly made away with,*and 
not, as was usdahin all common; ^ :̂ecutions, even their bodies  ̂restored 
to their friends for bufiah .This atrocious act, more strongly impressed 
.with the purest character of despotism than any recorded even of the 
Thirty, whoever were the.pe.rpetrators, and however stimulated, received 
the fullest and most deliberate approbation .and support of democratical 
authority, Gonfiscatiotl o f  property followed the murder, as i f  thesfif^ 
ferers , had heeri lawfully execntted  ̂ in pursuance of the most regular 
conviction; and, the !amount. disappointing the expectation of the 
greedy Many, whether animosity, or the desire o f plunder only, still 
incited, a prosecution w'as instituted , against .the brother of the widow 
of Aristophanes, as the nearest relationi to  corapehpayment to the trea
sury o f  A^eishpposed.Aleficieocy, on pretence' that it njnst have been 
imbeziled by the fathiJy. , •. ^

These facts indeed we have only'from the defendant himself. But 
to authenticate, them it.seemsjsutficient,. that a defendant in such cir- . 
cumstances;CQul^tdaioi or that an advocate such as Lysias could advise 
him, to. state thenr before; the Atheniaa people. The whole oration is 
in a si^d.eef humble supplication for justice,' little to be expected, unless 
the passions of tbe'despotio throng could be interested. A  patient 

heaijng,^ .says theaceused, ‘ x̂ och a$:you have granted to my^rose- 
 ̂ cutors, is what I; mQst rearnestly i sOliciL-r-rAcCnsations o f  the most 

/ atrocious crimes have, ;it is well. knowO* sometimes 6 een supported 
‘ only by such gross falsehood,‘ ;so. inMnediately detected, that the wit-
* 'nesses have carried out o f cpjurtiwith them, the detestation of all pre- 

sent. At other times the most iniquitous prosecution hath succeeded,
* and detection has follow#,- lidf-till feparatibn to the injured was no
, V o n ,IIL  K  Monger
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‘ longer possitJe^’^^The'profession t>f appr,pension that,a part 'o f ’the 

liumerous'CDurt would be influen'ced by" interested motiVies, is however 

' hot scrupled : ‘ I  Icnow,’ says theraccuseichagaiiij ho\<̂  difficult it will
* 'be effecti^lly to refute the received opjnronw f the great riehes-of
* Nicophemus. The present scarcity, o f money in dhe :city, and’ the 

‘ wants o f the treasury, iryhich the forfeiture has been oalciildted upoft
to supply, will operate agaiiist me.’* > .'i. ' 1'

. I f  the possession o f absolute poweff spoils) andividuals, itimuch more 

certainly spoils a muftitade:,' Aniexpiressioni foitews, itfithe'oration we 

are consideiing, singularly marking.’the'persnasibn o f  the Speaker, and 

o f  the: abl4* rhetorician whoiiwrote. forrihinijr that,-in Addressing>the 

Many o f Athens, he was addressing la body-impregnated with all.the 

illiberaljealousy, all .the haughtiness,’ and all the selfishness o f tyrahnyi 
To illustrate a point he .wanted ftoiestablishy ’lie in trod tided /the Suppo
sition ‘ tliat the estate, ofTimdtheiist'Soil o f C o »6 ip ’' ithe greatest, most 

irreproachable, ’ and m®st’p»opulan character theb in- Athen^, ‘ whs to bfe 
confiscated d but,’ he add4’-‘ the gods forbid ’ that‘, it should be so,.

‘ UKX3E8S SOME ,SlGl«A£;>feE:^EP|»T a’O’tSâ E eoM'MOWWEA.E'rH MlGEft
‘ FOtLow .’ H e feaFedsitdJhavw.effiended by )ihe sitppositionjof aminja-. 
iious indignity to tile people’s-fav^inte .- hC’̂ feared to' hate offended by  

the supposStion ■thhtAtepebp^’Si'pres’ehbhftereitJ ocfcgllC rShfetd b e  the 

first considerati(^n upon all occasions: lie daredlbot'ddpredatethe gro’s  ̂

sest injastice to the^ffiobt'i^spectablddftditiffuab* benefit’-to the *ihul> 
titude might ioEoW'XJand he tli<Mfglit/hi'a”6iCeAiaf'ydHhttte‘ b)fh5om[fig
ment to the Athenian multitude^ri©-expre^, -^di'etlthe-better-natm'e'df 
men the most 'uneducated,j gcenstomed freed-onij hut not
to abuse power, would rCihlt at aiandhhidv his,Opinion o f thefi'^Tasp'- 
ing selfishnessi, and his dOnbt o f thfh ' liberalityl'litkl-ytlstite;. * "  '
- A  detail follows, o f the pabltd merits’ of^fhOhdcfisecfand. hk  fam ily’;, 
totally alien to the merits--of the-daSs^^h’iit'‘sl?§fig!^ mmfklng the con
dition o f men^fproperty at«AthehL-Ohf aSs-fsts’hlSB to ekplain the aSi^r- 
tion,‘;before n^iced., of/KeAophhfi,'’ed^l^?aHge^on' fij'Sl “Vie^v tO/th’e 
modem readef, tbat, under the At%efridfi^gbke%'hhrehtj-ff was niattef o f 

sir- i ' j'.’ui.- rif Jsorn :,-di r ,  j  t ;
Ths same difî ĥShiuis§}T,.|gi4i.ffrrSl&*40;- '

il 4he^tion,.

    
 



t  , P R C U«T I O N S. .
f}(iesti5n-> Jt 'vere better for aa indtvMuai to. have property or
to be-destitute, and whether it were helter for the sWte to have a regular 
revenue, or to depend upon the A'oluntary, or forced, contributions of 
individuals' fo-r'every-exigency.- ‘ ‘ There are soinej* the accused pro-; 
ceeds to say,  ̂ 'who spend their estates in public service or public
* gratifications, that thOŷ  taay- receive twofold through .yOur faVor.
* B utm y father neither solicited gainful, nor avoided expensive offices! 
‘‘‘He took the-'piesielency -’sbGcessively of all the choral exhibitions,, 
‘ He wae sewn tiinfes trierarch'.and he paid many and large free-gifts 
t' td the* treasury-.! Hê  kept horses/or public service ; his equestrian 
‘ ranlt indeed r-equh*e‘d i t ; -but'whether Of a superior kind andiii supe- 
‘ '-rior'Conditrohf iiheir victories at', t̂he Isthmian and Meifnean games 
.‘'̂ rtiay teli' '̂AvhOre my-fathef-was crowned and the fame of Athens was 
 ̂ proolaihredA 'He \vas'besi<ies liberal to bis fellowcitizens individually. 
‘ .Some he '-aSsist'erh in'gi ving tnarrlage-portions to theii  ̂daughters and 
‘ sî ters',̂  sorhc be redeemed from captivity; for some he fumiShed the 
‘ expence bPburial. 0 0  died in thOoffise of trierarc, leaving scarcely
* - twO'Tale'nts and a half -t'O hk fenfily'}-aad'fiom so sleiider a fortune I  
‘ nowsuppOrt^the SamebuftherisOitie honor:-AH that w6'have possessed

has'thb’ii -̂yOa see,swlways been yours i wh-at- now remain-' to us is yours, 
‘ and if we Could acquire nVore, it would still be yours.' Tairly weigh
t i ng  then what has'been proved to you by undeinable evidence, it will 
‘ beTOund tbaty justice apart/thO'public interest sbbnld lead you to 

'' decide in dur* fafor - since the srnall relic o f our fortune will be an* 

‘ questionably more profitable to the cominonwealtb in dur, possession, 
‘ than if conveyed to the tre'asuvy. "H ave merCy on us then, and, for 

‘ tlie  ̂ Olympian gods’ sake, let truth aUd justice bear out this great

67.

,  ̂ ,The exaet value of tins, pjirase ŝ ins not 
ascertained : whether he fitted out seven di'f- 
fererrt triremes, or only supported the- eX- 
pence of the same cotnntatid renewed seven 
times.
* A mei-it Was imputed to Ihese'victorie?,! 

Jjeyond wfaat appears easy either to account 
for or to conceive. ' We learn fi'om Platd, 
that Sn Athenian ■ who won Hi the chariot, or

«
l£̂Mise»race at Olympia, was often rewarded, 
for it with a maintenance in the prytaneium, 
(plat, Apol. goer. ptSSwD.) and it sennas to 
have been common, among the, Grecian re-, 
publics, to give an hô rary pension to those 
of their citizens who gained a victory in any 
of the games, at Olympia, Delphi, the Isth- 
liius, or Kemda. ' . . ■

X a iccusatiou.
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 ̂ accusation. By pronouncing in our favor you w'ill act at the same 
‘ time pprightly, and for yourselves beneficially.’

eh. 19. s.r.
of this Hist.

Lycforg. or. 
con. Leocrat. 
p. 164, vel 
217.

Lys. or.' con, 
Agorat. 
p. 136, 27, 
vel 492. & 
de oledsacrA, 
p. 108, '33, 
vel 263.

It will-be remembered that the assassination of Phiynichus, kn able 
commander, but an unprincipled politician, was a leading step to the 
overthrow of the oligarchy of the Fourhundred, and the restoration of 
democracy under Theramenes and Alcibiades; and it may deserve notice 
how the principle of that assassination, the ground pf .some 'strong mea- 
sures of government immediately following, was avowed and gloried 
in, after the overthroiy of the tyranny of the Thirty, and the restoration 
of democracy under Thrasybulus. Two, o f those concerned in the mur
der, had been shortly apprehended^by the friends of Phrynichus, and 
public justice did not refuse their confinement in prison. But instantly 
the opposite party was vehement in clamor, against this persecution, as 
they called it, of those who had deserved well in the popular cause : 
and they prevailed so far, that the prisoners, one a Megarian the other 
an .Etolian, not only were released, but'presented with the'privileges 
o f Athenian citizens, and a grant of landa in Attica, to reward their 
democratical virtue. Their prosecutors, Aristarchus and Alexieles, 
Athenians, and of the highest rank, were' prosecuted as friends o f a 
traitor and enemies of the people. They had certainly been active in 
the oligarchal party : but the prosecution of assassins,'in due course of 

Jaw, was the oifence to the soverein Many that superinduced their ruin. 
They were condemned and executed, and even their bones were for
bidden burial within the Attic territory.

I f  this violence of democratical despotism might ever demand e.xcuse, 
it would be when the public mind, heated by recent injuries, was still 
agitated by the ferment of faction. But, after the restoration of demo
cracy by Thrasybulus, and the wise measures then taken for promoting 
concord, which actually produced at least a comparative quiet, it might 
seem not unreasonable to expect, if  ever it could be reasonably expected, 
under democracy, that maxims more consistent with a wise policy, as 
well as with a just morality, might have gained ground. But, on the 
contrary, tohavebeen an accomplicejn the assassination of Phrynichus,' 
was still deemed meritorious; so meritorious, that it might even cover

the
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the guilt bf other imirders, the. cririiina.lity of which had no other palli-: 
ative. We find a man, under capital pro$ecution, absolutely pleading it, 
as the merit which should save'him ; and the accuser so completely 
concurring with him in principle  ̂that, far from denying,the assassina
tion to have been meritorious, he used his utmost endevors to prove 
that the accused bad. no participation in it. . Nor Was this a passing 
doctrine, rising and falling in credit with circumstances o f the times: 
the remaining works of succeeding orators fully evince its permanency, 
as a democratical principle.
. Among circumstances,marking-the condition of landed menmndej 

the Athenian democracy, the prosecution of one fof removing the 
decayed Stump o f  an olive-tree, from his own ground, will deserve 
notice. The lands of individuals in Attica,, as 'we have observed in 
treating of the Athenian revenue, was very coifimonly incumbered 
with olive-ti'ees belonging to the commonwealth. For their security,' 
which perhaps w^, in early times, of public importance, policy had pro-, 
cured them the rep.utation of being sacred to Minerva, and placed them 
under the guardian Care of the cotirt of Areiopagus. Eith^ to injure 
the tre^ or to till or feed the soil immediately around, was highly 
penal. The fruit, gathered under the council’s direction, was sold for 
public benefit, a'pd the produce carried to the treasury. These trees' 
however, thus protected from domestic injury, were liable to suffer 
from foreitt enemies, who either did not know, or would little regard, 
their sacred character ; and, in the several invasions o f Attica by the 
Lacedaemonians, many estates, with whose cultivation the sacred olives 
had formerly very inconveniently interfered, were, through the Oala- 
mities of war, delivered from the incumbrance...

The Megarian, who haa already been mentioned as an accomplice in 
the assassination of Plwyaidius, and whose name was Apollodorus, 
had been rewarded for that deed, so meritorious in the estimation 
o f /^e friends of democracy,, with a part of the estate of the oli- 
garchal leader Peisander, ;which had been forfeited when he iled from 
Athens,' on the dissolution of the government o.f the Fourhundied. 
This public present t|ib assassin- had had the pregaulion or the good 
fortune to sell, before .the establishment of the government .of thq

Thirty

6ft

Lys. COD,- 

AgOrat. 
p. 136, l5, 
vel 4̂ 1.

Lycurg. q r. 
con. Leoqrat. 
p. l6'4, vel 
217. & De- 
inosth. con. 
Aristocr.

Lĵ . or. de 
olea Sacra, 
p. 110, Vel 
283,

p, 282.

p.l08, $9y 
vel 26i .

p. 263.

€b, 19. s.?. 
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mit.

Ejusd. p.281 
p. 269.
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Thirty gave prevalence tQ other political principles, accortling to which 
his merit would h& very differently estimated, and his estate, had he 

Lys. de d1. still held it, would prohahly have been-taken from him. The land 
3 i, yeli83.' being offered for sale again by the purchaser, was bought by- the 

wealthy and prudent pipprietor of an adjoining’ estate, ryho managed 
so as to live quietly undex the Thirty, without ingaging so far in their 
measures as to be involved in their disgrace. Under the restored 
democracy, therefore,* intitled to the benefit o f the amnesty,,if  for 

-p.iii,-g,-vel anything he vunted it, and having never been deficient either.in'free- 
gifts to the treasury, or in any of those expensive offices, whether of 
public service cw public ainuseBient, which thjp wealthy were required 
to undertake, he hoped, as he. says for himself, that, avoiding to 
trouble others, he might avoid being troubled.

Notwithstanding*^!! these advantages and all these attentions, on 
the revival -of, sycophancy the ingenuity of its professors found a pre
tence to attack him. . On his antient estate were many olive-trees*, the 
property of the go.dde$s, and many his own property ; on the adjoin
ing new purchase, not one of either sort remained. ' A  prosecution for 
destroying a Saca'ed OlivC-tfee On that lately purchased land, formerly 
part of Persander’s estate, was instituted against him in the Areiopagus. 
His defence, written bj' Lysias, will impress no favorable idea on modern,- 
at least on English readers, even of that celebrated court. ’ Frivolous 
and vexatious proseou'tion, i f  appears, was not deterred by its respect
able character r sycophants' could, ev̂ en there; find incouragement. 
In the action in question, the accusation first stated,  ̂ that a fruit- 
bearing olive-tree had been destroyed. , But’ evidence to this point 
having been vainly sought amOog the'‘"contractors for the common
wealth’s fruit, the charge ŵ as altered, and it was stated that a decayed 
trunk only had been removed. This however, such sacredness did the 
superstition of that philosophical ^ge impute to the sapless wood, was, 
in the'acknowlegement of the accused himself, an enormous 'offence, 
the legal punishmentTor which was no less than banishment for life. 
The temptation to commit the crime, as the accused justly observes, 
bore no proportion to the penalty imposed, nor* the hope o f escape to 

Eju8d.p.29o. the probability of detection. Neither house nor. vineyard, was near, 
1 - to
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to make the destruction of a tree particularly desirable; but a high 
road passed hard by, and the act xv̂ as of a kind not to be easily done 
but in presence of witnesses, either passengers or assistants. ‘ Here-* 

tofore,h sayS the accused, ‘ I might have taken ofTenee at being 
‘ called fearfully Cautious: yet I think my conduct has never been 
‘ fn'arhed with such imprudent boldness, as to warrant the supposii- 
y tioh that 1 wodid put myself so in the power of my slaves, as un- 
‘ avoidably I must b}' thh act of which I am accused. Slaves, it is 
‘ universally known, are always unfriendly to their masters. After,
‘ therefore, giving them opportunity for such accusation against me,

I could no longer command min^ but they would command me.’
This does not offer the pleasantest picture of the state, either of slaves 

:or of masters at Athens, Nor is the idea altogether improved by what 
follows, tho the rnaster in question must have had confidence in his 2°sf
slaves, since he freely pffered them for exalfnination'by torture. Td 
reconcile such inhumanity with such coiifidence appears difficult: yet 

■ the slaves seem to have borne a better character for attachment than 
their master would have impressed; and a high'opinion seems to have 
-been entertained of their fortitude, since the prosecutor, without any 
,claim to finer feeling, refused their testimony, as subject to influence.
• . This pTosecptiUn, it appears, - rested on the single evidence o f ‘the 
prosecutor. A ll his proposed witnesses failed; while many, farmers 
who had rented the land, and others acquainted with , it, swore po- 

'sitiwely that, since , the accused had purchased ‘the estate, no such 
etump, as that stated in the inditement, had existed, Two mbtives for p. 291. 
the prosecution are assigned by the accused; the hope of extorting- 
mioney t and the instigation of powerful mCn with political vie\ys.
* It was not instituted tilKsome years after the pretended commission
uf the crime, and it seems toffiavC been Unsupported even by any pro- 
bability; yet it  appears that the accused was under' no small appre
hension, that even the venerable court of Areiopagus might be ia-» 
ffiuenqed to give an trajust deeisicn against him. ' , '  ■    
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S E C T I O N  II : -

l?rosecution o f Andocides fo r  Impiety: Petition of Andocides fo r  a 
, - ' Decree of protection. , * • '

Andoc. de 
fiiyst. p, 14, 
vel 53, & 18, 
vel72; 7'3.

T t has been a favbrite tenet among political writers, that republican 
government is 6t only for small states. But small states are liable to 
suffer, more thaQ-large ones, from one evil inseparable from republican 
government, the'Contest of parties: for in proportion to the narrow
ness of its bounds and the scantiness of its population, the spirit o f 
party will pervade a state ivith more untempered and more lasting vio
lence. This experienced in alt the little Italian commonwealths 
of modern times. , It has been' seen im Geneva, in amount such as 
perhaps to warrant a doubt, if even the despotism with which France 
has extinguished it be a greater evil. All the Grecian republics felt 
it severely. But modern speculators in politics might have had oppor
tunity, which the Greeks wanted, tO observe, in the example o f Britain, 
that extensive territory, with a numerous population, giving means for 
the violence o f the spirit to be tempered, and the malignity sOftenedi 
by«diffusion, affords the fairest fieldj for an able legislator,, to obviate 
the worst effects of what always must exist in free governments, while 
mankind have passions.- '

'Among the numerous prosecutions of this period, known by th.e 
remaining works of the Athenian orators, that of. Andocides on a 
charge c f  impiety, for the variety and importance of the information 
it affords, will .deserve particular notice. Tw d orations pronounced 
in that remarkable trial, - and a third in consequence of »it, remain to 
us; one, in accusation,. composed by Eysias; the others, in defence, 
by the accused himself.' '  .

*Andopides was born o f one of the most illustrious families o f Athens. 
His ancestors had filled the first offic’es o f the commonwealth, military 
and civil. His great-great-grandfather, Leogoras, was a leader o f the 
party in oppositidn to the Peisistratids,, and commanded the exiled 
people in a successful battle against the tyrants. His grandfather,

Andocides,
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Andocides, commanded a fleet, with *epivtatidn,' in tile Corinthian M’ar 
whieh preceded the Peloponnesian *. Jiis father, Leogdras, 'was first 
commissioner in a treaty for peace with Lacedaemon. Andocides him-, 
self was a youth, familiar through his birth and connections with men 
of highest rank in the republic, when he* became implicated i'n that 
accusation.©f profaning the. mysteries and.mutilating the Mercuries, 
which first drove Alcibiades from his country.

That extraordinary atfair, so strange, it  might be sard childish, in 
itself, so important in its consequences, remains involved in-deep ob
scurity ;. tho the  ̂use itiade- of it by Lysias,- in accusation, brought from 
Andocides, in his defence, Svhat he has given as an‘explanation of it.
Little satisfactory, however, as this explanation is conc.eming the m!i- 
tilalion of the statues, it aflforda illustration of the character of .the 
Athenian governpient, for which it may be well .worth while to revert, 
for a moment, to the cifcumstances of .that period. -

In the vehemence of popular alarm, excited by the party in op
position to Alcibiades, wdien witnesses to the-profauation were sought,
’or pretended to he isought, on all sides, the first brought forvvard'was 
a servant of Alcibiades himself, named Andromachtis. On his evi- p. 2, vei 
deuce one man only was executed ; Inrt severahothers,' aware that irhen , 
the tyrant was inraged, ,no certain measure of justice was to be. ex-' 
pected, fled, and were, in their absence,- all condemned to death.
Large rewards .Were held out to invite; farther indication. No. other

* WerePlutarcii andthe scholias.t of Thu... Poisistratids, is Rientipned, in the first ora- 
cydides to be believed, Aojocides the Q.rator' tk«i, as his g.reat-graiidfiither; in tbe i'
.was himself the comniandbr. It is far from second, as h'is father’s; great-grandfather, 
niy desdrc that either should have less credit Tlie difference is of no great histoficalim- 
than he deservesyet I perfectly agree with ’. pottaiice, biit the latter account seems best- 
■ Taylor in the opinion of their .error on this to agree with other reported circumstances 
occasion, tho I would nbt give quite such of the femil̂ , and best to aecdaimbdate 
hfarsh'language, Ad haic tamfin,’ says Tay- chronology. I should therefore suppose the 
lor, ‘ non ariimps adveVtebant ThUcyd. pedigrde, vvhich, in the Greek manner of 

.‘ .neque mendax ille; Plntarchus, qpi. vitas stating itf exactly resembled .the V̂ lsb; to 
‘ oratorum,dolis et erroribus consntas, oliin have run thus: 1. Leogoras, opponent of 
‘ conscribilfavit.’ Annot. ad ,Lys. or, don. *the Pels'istratrds; 2. Leogoras of Lepgoras;'
Andoc. p. 107, 244. ■ 3. Andocides of Lebgoras, naval commander

•Concerning the ancestors of Andocides' in the Corinthian war; 4. Leogoras of Ah- 
we iind .a difference in ,onr extant copifes of docides, commissioner for negotiating peace j 
his orations. ' Leogoras,. opponent of the 5. Andocides of Leogoras, the orator.

Vox. I I L ' L  witnesses
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witnesses however offered ;'-but it was understood that a metic, named 
TeUcer, Wbo Jiad fled to Megara  ̂ could indicate much, anti would 
return and declare all fle kngw, i f  he might be tak6n tinder the protec
tion of the council of Fivehundred., That cptincil ingaging for his 
safety, he came and denounced twenty-eight persons, among whom 
were Plato, the scholar, and Melitus,, perhaps father o f the accuser, of 
Socrates. These, with some others, fled; . O f those indicated, all taken 
were executed. We can only Wonder that informers were so slow and - 
scarce, when w,e learn that Aiidromachus, a servant, in reward o f bis 
forward zeal, received.no less than ten thousand'drachmas, about four 
hundred pounds sterling, and'Teucer, a foreiner, who, as he,bargained 
for personal safety, Was less an object o f popular generosity, one thou- 
^nd drachmas, about jForty pounds, for their information.

.The democraticalinterest, it appears, was now divided. Alcibiades 
had risen upon the deraocratical interest; and while he remained in' 

'Athens, none, leaUing ott' the same interest, could enter into compe
tition with him. But his absence, and the alarm so successfully' 
excited, • gave opportunities; insomncli that Peisander, afterward’ 
founder of the oligarchy of the Fourhundred, now, stood forward 
as One of the greatest favorites of the people. He was appointed, to
gether with Charicles, as confidential commissioner of the people, tO' 
investigatethis veiiy mysterious and very alarming business. After short 
inquiry, they declared their opinion that it was a deep-laid plot to 
overthrow the democracy, and that the conspirators were numerous* 
On the publication of this declaration, in the distraction of party- 
interests, alarm so pervaded Ahe, lovver people, uncertain n'lioin they 
might trust, that the signal for the meeting of the, council s'erv'efl as a 
signal foi’ all to' fly from the agora : it was completely deserted ; every ■ 
man doubting his neighbour, and'fearing tflat be plight himself be the 
next to be apprehended* .

In l]ie midst o f  this popQlar terror, another informing adventurer, 
came forward. A  man named Diocleides, being.brought before the. 
council, deposed that he knew the mutilators of the Mercuries to be 
n© less • than three hundred t forty-two he indicated by name, and 
among them he did not scruple to. accuse lylantitheus and Aphep-

sion,, '
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Sion, o f tkeWuncillors present, A  proposition Was iminediately 
made by Peisaiider, the demagogne of the <Jay,' which could'he tolerated *

' only in a democracy or a divan, ‘ that the decree of Scamandrius' which 
‘ forbad the torture of Athenian citizens, should be^uspended, and that^

Mantithetis and, Aphepsibn should be put upon the' wheel; fdr'day 
* ought not to close,’ hesaid, ^before every name were known.’ Not 
the wdld multitude,' but the xronncil, ta,ken indeed by lot from the' . 
multitude, but men all first approved in the dokimasia, applauded this 
measure of pure tyranny. , Mantithous and Aphepsipn betook them- 
selves to the altar of the council-hall; and, by force o f supplication, 
with difficulty obtained indulgence, so far as to avoid the torture,,and 
to be allowed to give security for standing trial. Bui a government 
so tyrannical, overwlielming principlcj urges and almost, forces men 
to, dishonorable actions. Mantitheus and Aphepsion were ho sooner 
at liberty, than they niounted their horses and fled i leaving their, 
bondsmen legally liable to that punishment which, in'case only 6f  
their conviction, should have fallen On themselves*.

^Whether put forward-to ansŵ er any party purpose, or raSerly the 
, self-arising -fancy of the multitude, 'Diocleides, the accuser, became, 
or appeared to become, the popular favorite, and extravagantly the 
favorite. He’ was conducted by-the people in a carriage to the pry ta- ^
neium, crowned as the savior o f the commonwealth, .and entertained mjst. p.23. 
With a supper at the public expence. • Meanwhile forty persons, wdiom .
he accused, were imprisoned. Aiidocides, Eeogoras, father of - Ando- p. 24. 
cides, three cousin-germans, and seven more distant relations, among 
whom wasEuCrates, brother of Nicias, .were*of tire number.- ‘ We.
‘ were all bound,’ -said Andoddes, speaking his defence; ‘ night came ,
‘ on, and the prison \vas locked; when, as intelligence of oui\mis-

‘ In tlie extant copieaof the oration it is 
.said, that Mantitheus and Aphepsion fled 
to ‘ the enemy at Deceleia.' According to 
the account of Thucydides-no enemy was 
then, or- could be, at Deceleia. It> cannot 
be suppose,d that-Andocides could have mis
taken about such a matter, or would ven
ture an untruth, of which the knowlege and

memorjTof numbers present, could convict 
him.. But what has certainly happened in 
ether eases, may possibly have happened in 
this; that some annotator; ignorant and 

' officious, may have" inserted -words in the 
l̂ argin, with which following ignorant tran
scribers may .have corrupted the tex,t.

E Q, fortune
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Andoc.de ^Tortu^e Â as comniutiicdted, iiiaiij'wo.men, Hie' mother o f one, the 
inyist.p. 25. .t gistej-of ajiotlier, the wife with: the children of a third, came, and 

‘ vented their latnentatfons ^bout the place.’ Aiiiid this complicated' 
scene of woe, this anxiety, within and without the prison, for what-was 
next* tp happen, his i êlatioris imprisoned with him, knowing that he 
had lived in intimacy with some who had been executed, and with 
some who had fled, and apprehending more certain destruction from 
the blind jealousy of the tyrant multitude, than from anything that 
could be fairly stated against them, importuned him to offer himself 
for evidence# and declare all he knew, Andocides' yielded to this per
suasion, and accoidin^ly was examined before_the council. He had 

p. 26 & 31. his information, as he affirmed, from Euphiletus and Melitus, who had 
been active ,iu the mutiktion . o f the Mercuries. All those already 
executed, and.eeveral who had fled, he said, had been justly impeached, 
and he indicated four, still in Athens, as accomplices. What however 
Was the purpose of so apparently strange a wildness as -the mutilation 
of the statues, or what the temptation to it, is not in the least indicated 
by anything remaining"from him. Tho he pretends to account for the- 
odd circumstance, that the Mereuryffiefore his father's door,, alone of 
all in Athens, remained uninjured,"yet even thus he throws no light on 
the object df the personsAoncerned, His confirmation of the evidence , 
before given against those executed aud those who had fled, together 
with the indication df four additional criminals, tho these all escaped 
the officers of justice, at once calmetl the rninds of the people, before, 
mad, with fear and'Suspicion., ' This, c.xtraordinary as it appears,, is so 
Supported by Thucydides, that the fact seems not reasonably question
able. Perhaps the multitude wanted the festiarony of an Athenian 
eitizyn and a man of rank, to> Calm their apprehemsions, tho that of. 
Teucer, ametic, and Androriiachus,. a freed-man, if he was not still a 
slave, had, sufficed them for condemning many citizens of the first 
consideration to dea!th. Not that this supposition will wholly explain 
the mystery. There was .sUrely party intrigue connected with the de
position of Andocidesj for the furious Peisandef was at once appeased

icmejnberedj, were Charicles and Peiŝ den
-p. The it will he

and
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and' tlie miserable tddl Dioclieides, >#ho had beea held iip almost as an 
idol to. the multitude, was now hurled, at once to '“perdition. Being 
hrought again beforeithe council', and confronted with Atidocidea, he 
acknowlegerl, i f  Are may believe the orator, the falsehood of all the * 
evidenee :̂h'e- had. befope given. Thi% 'whether by the standing law" of ■
Athens,  ̂or‘by» laW established for the occasion, subjected hint to capital; , 
punishment.- The conncihpromlsed him pardon, on condition of de- 
claringdiis instigators^ Diocleides-Jseems, to ■ have "been ready fOr any 
declaration that ihight save h is li fe,, an d he named many f  hut all, get
ting timely, inifoi-tnatiooi escaped out Of Attica. The people became 
furiiousi or those' wlio led the'people thought the death of Diocleides 
necessary to their own security; and, by a passionate decree, the im- 
fortunate, ''but'apparently-Arotthless man wasy without trial, sent to the 
execntianer. • Andocides and his father,' and all imprisoned Avith them,
Vere immediately released, and. those fugitives,, whose impeachpAent 
by Teucer was not confirmed by the evidence of Andocides, AÂere re
called. j  T

But.tho Andocides Avas thus delivered from confinement and the 
fear of death, yet he seems to li§ve' remaiijed under the ban of the 
atimy, Or exclusion from niagistracy, and all pbstsof honbr and com
mand. » He chose .therefore tn leave Athens; hirt the consideration o f 
his fimily and connections, and Tils own'talents, procured hipi an 
honorable grid advantageous reception in Sicily, Italy, Teloponpesus,
Thessaly, the Hellespont, -and e.Specially'in Cyprus®, Considering
the general dkpositidh of later writers among the antieats, who have
been iaipMcitly . followed hyi the moderns, tb revile Andocides, - it
father remapkable that the .only emiPent man in the Countries he visited,
who*is said, to have denied' him.favor,' \Vas Dionysius.of Syiaciise, I'.ys, con̂ '
whose character, blackened'by sornC eminent Avriters, .will be for future .,,̂ 1;

. bbtice; and that EA’agbras of,"SalamiV in Cyprus,dbf reputation apipng 9̂ -̂

.' ® Tills,'asserted:by AHde’ei<Jf3s (Die aiy=t. Pis prosacutor. (Eys.con.: Andoc,: p. lOS, 
p, 18, vel 72, & 'de reditu, p..'21, vel. 80.-) . vel 200, & J07, Yet 248..y \ .
seems coniinned even'by the reproaches of

the
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HISTORY OF GREECE. C hap. XXII.
the most highly eulogized of the age, was his principal patron’ . T o
ward the end of the Peloponnesian war, he returned to Athens; \^he- 
tlier hoping fori favpr froni-the people, in consequence of a consider
able service he-had found gieans to do the Athenian fleet,, when lying 
at, Samos j or Whether,, as perhaps may be suspected, *.he rather de
pended upon interest with the party of the Fourhundred„ then in pos
session of the government. We may, howeven trust his account so far, 
that, instead of finding the expected favor, he suffered imprisonment, 
and narrowly escaped- capital condemnation, from the paa’ty-violence 
of Peisanderwhence he took occ^ion to assert, that he was perse
cuted for attachment to the democratical cause. On regaining liberty, 
Cyprus became again his refuge. There he was living in affluence, of 
which, apparently, he owed much'to'the friend.ship and generosity of 
Evagoras, when the overthrow o f the government of the Thirty at 
Athens produced the general amnesty, which seemed-to afford oppor
tunity for all Athenian exiles to return securely to their country. 
However, therefore, tlie friendship of Evagoras, and a considerable 
property in the fine iiand o f Cyprus might soften banishmery;, Athens 
became again • the inviting scene.for .a man . o f the connections and 
talents o f Andocides; and, at the age of sqmewhat. more than forty, 
he returned thither'‘®. • *

It  does not appear that any exception was immediately taken against 
his resuming every right of-an Athenian citizen. .On the contrary, if  
we may believe his own probable account, the very party by which 
he was disliked, and afterward persecuted, put him into the honorable 
but expensive, and therefore generally g ŷoided offices, first o f presi
dent o f the Hephaesteia, games o f  Vulcan, at Athens, then of archi- 
theorus, minister representative o f the Athenian commonwealth, *suc-

* Lysias says (p. 2^6) that he was im
prisoned hy Evagoras, and escaped by flight. 
There is much appearance that this was ca
lumny. On the contrary, that he ̂ received 

very great favor from Evagoras appears un
questionable.

Taylor has fancied, and endevored to

jirove, that Lysias, in saying th ^  Andocides 
was more than forty, meant'to reckon the 
years, not from his birth, but from his age 

• o f eighteen, faia first manhood. The learned  
and'ingenious argument carries, to me, no 
degree o f conviction. - ;

*
cessively
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cessively' at the Isthmian and Olympian games, and afterwaril o f  
treasurer o f the sacred-revenue” . MeanAyhile he was active in public 
Business; his eloquence procured him attention from  ̂ the people; Bis 
great connections and great talents procured him consideration with 
the council. Forward, and perhaps little scrupulqus in accusation, hê  
disturbed the measures,: checked the hope's, andexcjted the apprehen
sions of the party in opposition to that with which he was connected^ 
His arguments before the' council procured the rejection of one of 
them,, in the dokimasia, a§ of objectionable character, and of course 
exclusion fro.m the cavalry service, and from thc higher civil offices  ̂
Hence arose great alarm; and, a resplu.tion to crush him, if  their policy^ 
in aid o f their collected strength, could effect i t ” .. ,

The first'attempt was of a very extraordinary kind : at least so i f  
appears to the modern reader. We have the account indeCffbnly frOm 
Andocides himself; but tliis was'pfonounced before the Athenian 
people, when be apprehended oppression, from a party more powerful 
than his own; and it contains such a detail o f  matters open to the 
knowlege of numbers, that he surely, would not so have committed 
himself, i f  the truth of the tale had. not’ been eiAer generally known, 
or within his power to prove., *

It was supposed, Ave findfpf much efiicacy toAvatd ohtaiamg the favor 
o f  any deity, to place.upon the altar, as a supplicatio.n-Qffering,'-an 
olive-branch, wrapt in a woollen veik But it. was forbidden to do this, 
in the temple of Ceres, during the mysteries; whether because indivi
duals should not draw the attention of the goddess from rites instituted 
to conciliate her favot to.the co-mmonwealth, or under what other idea,, 
does not,appear. Among the powerful enemies of Andocides was Cal- 
lias,/ hereditary tdicli-beasef 'o f  the Fleusinian ,mysteries; an ‘office 
whence his family derived.the surname of Dadnchus. He was son o f 
Hipponicus, ‘esteemed the richest man of his time in Greece, and de
scended from, Callias Daduchus, ■ said to. have fought, habited imther'

n

bys. con.. 
Andoc, 
p. 1 6̂, vet 
230.

Andoc. dte' ’ 
Biyst. p. 5 ^

'*  'Perhaps the revenue (whense arising I. 
know not) from ■which-the expenCe of the 
Eleusiniah mysteries^ and the saerhices, pro
cessions, and other appurtenant ceremonies 

■ âs defrayed-

■ ”■ Fro® the accuser himself may be 
thered the motives to the prosecution. Lys- 
eon, Andoc. p..l0$, vel 230,,.

sacred
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An<}oc. 3'e 
inyst. 'p. 55,

p. 58.
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Sacred Tobe' of bi? oflfice, ffgainst the Persians at Marathon. ‘ We were 
‘ returned,’ says Andoeides, ‘ from .Eleusis’ (apparently he was then 
tteasurer o f the sacred .Reven ue) ‘ when'the k iag ’ (the second archon) . 
‘ going'in regular form, ‘to report the circarastances of 'the processiori,
‘ was-directed, hy the prytanes, to make his a*epbrt to the Gouncrl, and
* require Cephisius and m yself to attend iin thetEleusiniuin';' for there,
 ̂ aqcording to >the ordinance of 'Solon, the council sits on the morrow.

* o f the mysteries. We attended accordingly ; ■ and, the .council being 
‘ met, Cfallias, habited rn the. sacred .robfe, arose and declared, that a 
‘ 'supplicatoiybough was lying on the altar; placed there, as he was 
‘ informed,, by Andocides; and the laws of their ancestors, which had 
‘ been satisfactorily explained to the people by his father Ilippoiiicus,
‘ 'devoted thepersoh, so offending, to death without tria l’

I t  is remarkable that the accused objected nothing to the principle 
of a law devoting a citizen to-death without trial; or.'to the la-w kself, 
which seems to have been meerliy.traditionary, and^both in wordsand pur
pose \rery doubtful, or to theunterpretatioH insisted on by theaocuser, 
or to such authority aî s that referred to for the valid ity of themterpretation. 
Andocides, able aud-i»experiencedj \iraslaware that it was congenial to, 
democracy to be careless o f the rights of individ uals.;-and, inhiss-ituation, 
‘he dared not question the right ofthe soverein’to send anybody at pleasure 
to ..the executioner. His defence was of another kind. ’-He contended, 
in the first place, that the law, which should .direct the decision o f the_ 
council, was ingraved on a pedestal within the temple; and the punish
ment for the offence in question was there clearly-declared to be, not 
death, but a fine o f  a thousand drachmas, less than forty pounds ster
ling. He then admitted, -which may' seem not less strangle to the ■ 
modern reader, that, whether the profanation \pere intentional or unin-' 
tentional, the punishment, being piacular, was-equally to attach upon 
iE But the accuser had said that ‘ The. goddesses tbemscives, desirous 
‘ of the punishment of Andocides, instigated him to the pr-ofanation, o f 
‘ the consequence of which he was ignorant.’ The defence qf.'Ando- 
oides, against an attack so apparently difficult to ward, is triily curious..
‘ I maintain,’ he said, ‘ that, i f  what my accusers affirm is true, the 
‘ goddesses have shown themselves propitious to me. For Ijad I -placed
* the supplicatory offering  ̂ arid confessed it, I  should indeed have

s " ‘ wrought
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'wi’oiigbt my own destruction: but,- haying kept my counsel, when 
•* confessidn alone could convict me, for it is not pretended that there 
*■ were witnesses to the fact, the goddesses may be supposed to have 

interested themselves in my preservation. Had they-desired my dê
‘ struction, ♦ they would have prompted me to confess the profanatian,
‘ whichl certainlydid not commit.’ It appears indeed that no evidence 
to fix the fact npon Andocides could be produced, and be was acquittedv 

This strange attempt in the council having failed, it was resolved 
next to bring Andocides before a popular tribunal; and it would proba
bly nOw be the more necessary to push measures against him, as he and 
his party would be exasperated by that attempt, and incddraged by its 
failui-e. No act of Andocides, .since his return to Athens, gave, any 
opportunity. I t  was. determined therefoie to tahe advantage of the 
indiscretion or the misfortvine of his early youth, and, without regard to 
the many wounds in the commonwealth, now happily healed, whJch .it 
might open again, to institute a capital accusatioii^dinst him, on the 
pretence that his case was an exception to the general amnesty,

Cephisius, apparently his collegue' in the office o f treasurer of the 
sacred revenue,“wms the o$tensibre conductbr of the prosecution; Eysiai 
composed the principal speech in accusation. The acts o f criminality - 
stated in the inditement were, that Andocides had frequented the tern* 
pies, sacrificed on the altars, dnd acted in civil affairs, a$ i f  in the legal 
injoy ment Of the perfect rights o f an Athenian citizen, when the decree 
oj? atimy> or deprivation o f rights and. honors,. Which had been .passed' 
againsthini on ‘ocCasiqn of the mOtiktion of the Mercuries, remained 
unrepealed;; and that, by false accusation, in Which hjs own. fathet was 
involved, mth other iiear relations, he had occasioned the execution 
of innocent citkens. The pumshraent which . the accuser insisted; qny 
according to the Usual Athenian 'ffirra, was subjoined,v death. , , *
■ The speech in accusation,. written by Eysias, remains to usmearly 
antire.' It  has been studiously adapted, by the ingenious and experi* 
enced rhetorician, to the infqrma,tt6n and the temper o f a mob-tribunali 
Little solicitous to conyince reason, he has appliedito the passio.ns,;arid 
especially to that-of,superstitious fear: a passion very prevalent among 
the Greeks,' 'and beyohd Mliothefs likely tU cloud and disturb reason̂ ,
• y o i. ' ■ ■ ■ M- ' ‘ "ills
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Lys. con.. His gr^at object has been to persuade, thitt the ismpiety of Anclocides/ 
expiated by his death, would iuiplicate the court and the whole 

vef’2i7̂ &̂ * commonwealth in his;guilt; and that the .greatest misfortunes, publie 
106, velcsi. and private, might be reasonably apprehended from the consecpient 

anger , of the gods.
The tale told at the outset o f the speepij, <)f;a kind not to be omitted, 

is yet difficult to report The purport W'as to impress the court with 
a convictron of the relllity, and the iftimediate impendence, of danger 
from the divine wrath. ‘ -A iaorse,’ says the orator, * was tied to the 
‘ rail of the temple o f the goddesses .(Ceres and Proserpine), with the 
‘ prelentled purpose that the owner, Avho had lost it," might reclaim it 
‘ but, in the night, it was stolen hy the.man who had brought ife_ thither. 
‘ This profkhatfon escaped the iaWj;, feut did not escape divine venge<- 
‘ ance ,; for the sacrilegious ctimiftal perished by a most dreadful death., 
' AH food emitted, to life so smell, tlrat, unable to
‘ Cat, he died of -hunget. The ^stimony Of the hierophant to these 
‘ facts, has been heard hy numbers now living.’ While we wonder at 
Such .a. tale, seriously toW, in l l ie ^ 'e  o f  Xenophon and Plato, in One 
o f the priacipal courts of jnstico'la Athens, we should recollect how 
lately the la^’̂ s agaiHst' witchOmU Were in force among oarselves.

The-ihetolician th^y labored to prpve that the ease o f Andocldes was 
not within the meaniBg o f the geiieralnmnesiy-. For the quiet o f the 
eomtooawealth it would have heen better that such proof should have 
hfeea in ao case attem pted. A ll the rest o f the reasoning, and most o f 
the deelamatioUj are fbaaded apoa a gross faisehood. It  is impudently 
MSerled, that the pfefafialioa o f the raysteiies, and the mutilation o f 
the fey Aadocides> not only were notorious, feat confessed
fey himself^ The petoratioa then ttms thus": ‘ Give your-attention, 
‘ and let y©at imagiaation picture te yon what this man has donci 
■* Clothed Sa a sacetdotaifofee, la p^o^hoe o f the'craiaitiated,, he acted 
* the Sacred oeremonife?.; exposed what ought not to fee seen, and dc'- 
‘ elated what ■otight not-to be heard.. The images o f the god,s, -in 
 ̂ whom we feelieve, whom'Wfe Worship,-kad to wliom, after eaieful pur-i-

“ The beginning of the oj-ation is waatiag,; b«f the tale,, tho setting out witii 3 broken, 
sentence, is. completely clear..

hC’ation,
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‘ iicatioH, we sacrifice and pmy, lie tnntilated. . To expiate tlila pol- 
‘ lution, the priestesses and' priests, tinning toward tW  setting sun,
‘ the dwelling of the infernal gods, devoted'with curses the sacrilegious 
‘ wretch, and shook their purple robes, in the mannei’ prescribed by 
‘ that law which has been transmitted from earliest times. These deeds 
' he has confessed ; yet in violation of your decree, which declared'
‘ him excluded'from temples and sacred ceremonies, as irnpure and 
‘ piacular, he haS returned to the* city, sacrificed upun -ihC altâ
‘ mixed in those holy ceremonies which he had profaned, ©ntsfed even 
 ̂ the temple of the goddesses, and washed his polluted hands in the 

‘ sacred ewer. Whom can it become to suffer such things? What 
‘ friend,, what, kinsman, but especially, what member of a court of
* judicature will risk, by the most secret favor to such a man; to bring
‘ the divine anger on himself ? No : by avenging the gods, by put  ̂ • 
‘ ting Xndocides oat o f the world; y0« must purify tlie city=; a**d tet 
‘ the pollution of sacrilege, the poison o f impiety, the offence to wltaf-̂
■ eyer is holy, be sent far from you ’k I t  has been among the custom 
‘ of your ancestors to devote the impious to death,* without tlie for-̂
‘ mality of trial, by a simple, decree. You do better to make a'more 
‘ solemn example o f them. But, knowing what becomes you, no per- 
‘ suasion ought, to move you from the pious purpose; The criminal 
‘ will supplicate and intreat,. but pity should be far from; yCui* Not 
‘ who perish justly, but those only wbo perish unjustly, deserve Com-
* miseration.’  ̂ • ;

The speech of Andocides, in bis defence, is a masterly and manly
composition, containing a-clear detail b f  fads, strongly supported by 
witnesses,-and by appeals to the knowlegc of the multitude composing 
the court before which he ‘pleaded; carrying a doubtful appearance, 
and in some points little intelligible'to tlie modern reader, only ih what 
regards the profanation of the mysteries, and the routilatibir o f tfie 
Mercuries; every assertion.concerning which is nevertheless still sup=? 
ported by evidence, oral or written. The confession, which his accusei  ̂
affirmed him to have made, is strongly and repeatedly denied, together

** Thus far the peroration is tnvnslated; what immediately follows is abhreriated : the 
three last sentences again are. translated. . * ' -

; M b '. . . with

m

    
 



Aadoc, de 
myst- p. 15. 
& 17-'

p. 65*

H I S T O E Y  e F  G R I B C B , ,  Chap. XXII.
wkli, the facts sai(l to’liave been cobfessed. The improbable assertioBj, 
that the accused impeached bis own father and other ki.nsmei>, he so - 
shows to have been a gross falsehood, that ŵ e can only wonder how 
such an attempt of the accuser could pa^ without censuic from the 
c o u r t V  , ' •' ■' ' ' '■ *' ■

After then mentioning the attempt, which has been already related, 
to procure his concfemnatiou hy the council without trial, he' prcn 

ceeds to some private history, curlousf in itself, but 'forei.n- to the 

cause, and brought forward oldy tO show\tbat. the malice o f  Callias. 
originated in circumstances bighiy ' discreditable tO - himself _ and 

Ijonorable to Andocides’; unless it was farther in view to point out an 

object which might draw away, from the latterj a part o f  that public 

indignation which he found pressing on him. Too long, too intricate, 
too much entering |n|u detail o f  private life to be conveniently re
ported here, it hiust shflSce to say o fit; that it-tends strongly to show 

to what a degree, in ap. small a state as Athens, pai'ty influence inabled 

men to scorn the la>vs, and how much more, than can easily be 

in extensive, dominion private interests bad sw^ay in  ̂ public con-. 
cerns''V''- ■. ■ v ;

A  tale, relating to a public business, follows,' which must h o t 
be omitted. The tax; o f a fiftieth on imports and exports, was 
commonly farmed by aubtion, fon tbme years. A  spreading- plane 
afforded-convenient shade, under which the bidders commonly as
sembled. A'company, w iA  one ArgyriUs at its head,’ had,
farmed this, revenue at thirty', talents yearly, between six and seven 
thousand pounds sterling. 'When their term expired, finding means, 
by interest and rnoiiey, to obviate competition, they obtained'a 
renewal at the same rent. Atidocidbs, knowing the tax produced

' Th§ clear detail, in tjie hst oratip% of 
matter of such public'notoriety, and which 
one should suppose matter of record, is of 
itself evidence; and it is corroborated by 

. the mention again made of the same matter 
in the second oration, in which it must have 
beep the bight of imprudence fus

Cusedto bring it fijrwardr again, veere there, 
any doiiht of the truth.

** ICiyypyTM j/tn evy ai yaiTeti oo ytsfi fiixpSy 
4ax’ «* feyif’Si.* is an observation of Aristotle,̂  
preliminary - to 8 report of many instances 
of revolû ons in Grecian states, originafmg 
from private quarreb. Aristot. Polit. 1,5. c. 4,    
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. much morej made aregular oCer to the couhcU to advance, upon the'bar-, 
gain; The auction was,;in consequence-, opened, again, and dosed 
finaHy.with letting* the tax to Ahdoeides at ihifty^six talents,'being gq 
advance o f  fourteen or fifteen hundred pounds sterling yearly. At this 
rent Andpcides declaims it was no disadvantageous contract. The use Andpc. de 
that he.proposed to make of the mention of the transaction, oqhis trial, V-̂ 7.
-was to fix popular odium on his accusers, and particularly on Calljas, 
aa connected -with Argyrius, and interested in the contract; to show 
-that the motive to hi$ prosecution was not public spirit, but private 
malice; to claini to-be himself a useful and; necessary man to the popu
lar interest;: and to eirdevor farther to allure popular conskleratibni’ 
by promising, that, i f  he might, through justice done hini,.be‘at liberty 
to act in the popular cause, he would prevenf sueh imposition On the 
public in future, or .bring the delinquents to-eondigh punishment.

In the eon elusion o f his defence, - Andocides ehdevored to draw 
- a-dvantage frora the popularity of his fattiily, aiid the merit o f  hiis ances- 

tors.; for, with all the vehemence o f demoeratical jealousy.amohg the 
Athenian people,'family emirience was still in estitnatioh. ‘ i f  you- 
‘ destroy me,’ he says, ‘ my family is"extinct : apd does the family o f 
‘ Andocides and Teogoras deserve so tpperishf and is it  not aTeproach 
‘ to the eommdhweaith that their house should be occupied, akdu wng 
f  my exile it Was, by GleophOn the musieaMnstrumeiit*maker r that 
f  house, o f  which none of you, ih passing, could say,' that thence 
‘ -either public or private evil had cOme upon him : that bouse, which 
‘ has^furnished commanders o f  your forees,. who have won many trot
* phieS, by land and by sea j' magistrates who have filled all the highest 
f officea o f your government, through whose hands the public treasure-

. ‘ "has passed, and who never turned;any to their own profit;" a fam ily- 
‘ who never had cause to complain of the people, nor the people o f 
‘ them f  and o f whom, from remotest antiquity, whence they trace 
‘-. themselves,-never were any before brought into a situation to suppli-*.

• ‘ cate your mercy. . , ,■ *
‘ I f  they are now all dead,. let not their good deeds be fo^'ptten,;

‘ Rather let their persons be present to your imagination, soliciting 
“ your piotectipn for me. for, alas, whom among'4 hc living can I
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‘ biin̂  ̂ forward to move your commiseration ? My father.? no, he is 
‘ no more. Brothers ? 1 never, hid wny. • Children ? I have none yet 
* born’ .̂ Be you therefore to me instead o f . a father, of brothers, of 
‘ cbUdren,, t o  you I betake myself: you I implore,. Be advocates to 
‘ yourselves in rny favor; and, while, to supply the deficient popula- 
‘ tion of the city, you are admitting Thessalians and Andrians to its 
‘ fights, devote, not to destruction your true citizens, whom, certainly*' 
‘ more than strangers,, it behdoves to be good citizens, and who ŵ ant 
‘ neither fhe will nor the ability to be so, ’

I t  y-as usdal in the criminal courts of-Athens, to try all expe
dients for impressing tlie passions of the numerous tribunal. Pitiable 
sights were offered to the eyes, and pitiable toneS to the ears: ag'ed 
parents, weeping wives, and helpless children were brought forward to 
assist or to obstruct justice, by the most affecting intreaties, Ando- 
cides, after having urged, in tile best way his circumstances adniitted, . 
that-degrading supplication which the tyrannous temper of the people 
made necessary, assumed a mme dignified manner in calling forward a 
support that, with a court properly composed, should, have been more 
efficacious. ^Now,’ he says, ‘ let those who have most approved them- 
‘ selves friends of the people atrd worthy' o f public favor, ascend the 
‘ bema, and declare their opinion of me," Anytus and Cephalus, come 
‘ up; and those o f my fellow'wardsfnen who are appointed my advo- 
‘ cates, Thfasyilus and the rest,’ These were men of the first consider
ation in Athens. ,

Plutarpli, in his short life of Andocides, omits all information o f the 
event of this triaf nor does he say 'when or how Andocides died; We 
learn however from, a second oration of Andocides'himself, that the 
first neither completely effected its purpose, nor intirely failed. The 
decision was against him, but not to the extent that his enemies had 
proposedi His life was not affeetecl, for in the second oration we find 
no prayer fot.merqy: he laments poly those unfortunate circumstances^ 
which, without criminal intentions, had brought on* him that repro
bation o f a majority of his fellowcountrymen, to which he must bow.

This expresstoo surelj escaped Taylor, when he was intent upon proving Andocides, 
at the time of Iris trial, seventy years of ̂ ge.

But
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But he was not withovit hope o f  even  regaining all the  advantages o f  

po p u la r  favor. Jt had h fen  form d expedient, in the insecurity, especially 

ofm en  inpublicsituations,under the deficient protectibn o f  the Athenian  

law, te grant decrees o f  p in tection ’'® to_ individtials, to dnable or to 

incourage thenj to «ndes take or proceed in  puld ic service. Siicli priv i

lege, under a d ec iee .o f thepeople, Andocides h im self h a d  once injoyed ;

;awd it would' still have been in force hut for a 'special repeal of it, 
which his political ênemies had procured. His object n ow  was to 
obtain a renewal o f that decree t>f protection. 'Ifie  inducerneut, which p. 2o, vri 76, 
he held out, was his hnowlege of matters ©f the utmost'impoTtance 22, ê 84. 
to the public Welfare, svhich he could not safely .declare, without such 
security against oppression from his |K)v/etful enemies. Under ingage- 
ment for secrecy, he had aheady obnuhtimejated tire information to the 
council, who weio fully satisfi’ed o f  the reality of its importance, and 
desirous that he should have the piotection'nceessaj-y to hiable him to  
serve* the eomihonwealth. We learn no farther wiiat the matter to be 
indicated rvas, than > may be gathered Troth the foBowing jKissage of 
-the speech: ‘ W hat I may prevvottsly declare,  ̂ says Andocides to  the 
Athenian people, ‘ ..you shall now hear. You. 3cn®w ft has hcen told - 
‘ you, that no corn is to be expected from Cyprus. Now I can under- 
‘ take to say, that the men who have so informed you, and who, as 
‘ far as depended upon them, have provided that it should be so,, are 
‘ mistaken. What has been the management, it  is needless for youito'w 
‘ to know: hut thus much 1 vvishy'mi to he informed, tdiat fomteen 
‘ eeimships are actually approaching f*ehyeus| and the rfestV already 
‘ sailed from Cyprus, may he ekpeeted soon afhsr them.’

It appears that Athens,: always in the unfortunate circumstance o f  

depending .upon nneeitain supply hy sea for its suhsistence, was in 

Want o f c o m ; that the people, perhaps already oppressed hy dearth, were 

uneasy mider f e  apprehension o f  famine ̂  and t§mt Audocides meant 
to accuse some powerful umn, his 'Opponents inpoiitics,^ of iuhaucing • 
the public distress for thdr private^ pitD-fit, and to dahh to hiihself the 

merit'(d" defeatHTg their ptirpose, hV procuring ^ l i e f -for the people.

4 1 '(
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O f the event of this project of tlje orator we have no information. Plu
tarch, professing to relate the" life of Andocides, mentions no circum
stance of it after the tri^  for inapiety. .
‘ What tvere the real merits or demerits, either o f Andocides or o f his 

prosecutors and political opponents, is not very decisively indicated 
by any meinorials remaining of them. But, what is o f more import
ance, we gmn, from theii' united evidence, the most undeniable, testi
mony .to the gross evils inherent in the Athenian constitution; its 
irremediable unsteddiness, its gross tyranny,-the immoderate tempta
tion and the endless opportunities it afforded for knavish adventure in 
politics. What moreover" deserves notice, we learn from them that a 
strong disposition to religious persecution prevailed among the Greeks 
of thehvage; insomuch, that, where the supposed interests of religion 
interfere^, all forms o f ;justice to individuals, were set at nought. In 
short, the remaining works o f the Grecian, orators bear the most unques
tionable proof, that democracy? with'the pretence o f an establishment 
proposing nothing but the equal welfare o f the people, is, beyond all 
others, a constitution for proftigate adventurers, in various ways, to 
profit from, at the people’s expence.

S E C  l ' I  O N  III.

P'irtuous Age o f  Greece romantic: D ficiency  q f  Qrecian M oralk^. 
Summary View o f the Origin and Progress o f  Grecian Philosophy* 
Peligious Persecution^ Sophists i Socrates., , , . , .

I t may Appear superfluous to. repeat, that the business of , history is 
neither panegyric nor satire? but to estimate justly and report faithfully 
the virtues and vices o f metij. Who, individually or collectively, have 
been ingaged in circumHances marking them for historical notice. 
Yet panegyric hath commonly been so'mixed with certain portions of 
Grecian history, that an honest declaration o f that truth, which nearer 
ful investigation will discover, may, on more than one occasion, with 
many readers, need apology. Authors under the Eoman empire, and

many
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many in modern Europe, Of reputation to have ingaged almost universal 
credit, have spoken in>raptoroiis language of the virtuoius age of Greece, 
and especially o f Athens, as of something not only well known bj' fame, 
but undoubtedly, once existing.; When it e.xisted, aevertheless, even 
in their imagination, seems impossible to fi.K, so that testimony over* 
throwing the supposition, shall not be Obvious. For the age before 
Solon, memorials o f men and things are too scanty to furnish ground 
for the character. For that extraordinary plan’s own age, our means 
for tracing the course of events, are still very deficient; but there re
mains from his own hand, preserved among the works o f Demosthenes, Demosth. 
a  picture of the Athenian-people: The profligacy of all ranks is there 
exhibited in strong colors: of their virtues nothing appears. Yet 
Solon seems to have had the merit of prepaiing wha^ if  we may 
helieve Thucydides and Plato, might best deserve ihe title of the vir
tuous age o f Athens; for (may I venture on the autbority of Tlfucy- 
tlides and Plato to say it) the nearest approach "to so advantageous a 
state o f things-'appears to have been made, under what declaimers, 
who lived many centuries after, have assumed to themselves to repra- 
bate, as the tjl'anny of the Peisistratids,

But, in the age with which we are now ingaged, the age of PlatOj 
Xenophon, and philosophy, morality seems not only to have been 
not better practised, but even not better uftderstood, than in Hotner’s 
time. That might made right, especially in public transactions, 
was n tenet very generally avowetl; the incalculable mischiefs of 
which were checked only by the~salQtary superstition, which taught 
to respect the sanction of oaths, in the fear that immediate vengeance 
from the gods would follow the violation of it; as a personal affront to 
themselves. It appears however, in the remaining works' of the great 
comic poet o f the day, that this salutary superstition was in his time 
fast wearing away. ' The light of reason, improved by much commu
nication of men among oneanother, had inabled die more quicksighted 
to discover, that temporal evil, of-any kind obvious to common obser- 
servation, fell no more upon false- ŝwearers than upon the most scmpu-, 
lous observers of their oaths. The perjured might suffer in secret, under o, $ i 
those alarms o f Conscience which Homer’s peuetrratioii has attributed of this Hist, 
to t h ^ ;  but experience-had sufficiently taught to consider'Hesiod’s 

VoL. III. ' N denunciations
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denuneiat^ons as anil6 fables Tbe mischief thus done by human 

reason, iii the destruction o f oiie o f  the greatest»safeguards of society,, 
human- reason could not perhaps at ail, but certainly could not readily, 
repair. It  is evident from the writings o f Xenophon and Plato, that, 
in their age, the boundaries o f right and wrong, justice and iiyustice, 
honesty and dishonesty, were little determined by any generally-received 

principle. There were those who contended that, in private as in pub- 
lie aifairs, whatever .was clearly fo ra  man’s advantage, he might rea- 

p.362. & de sonably do,; and even sacrifice was performed and prayer addressed to 

p^l‘05 &' g°d.s for success in wrong. When therefore that cloud o f super- 
seq. ’ . . stition, which, produced a reg'ard for the sanction o f oaths, Avas dissi.-

pated by the increasing light of reason,, an inci:eased depravity Avould 

of co.urse gain amongYhe Grecian people.. 'W e  learn indeed, from the 

best cotemporary testimony, that of Thucydides, that the fact Avas so ; 
land hence' pecasion may have been taken by  the- orators o f the next 

age, Avbo seem first to have cherished and promulgated the notion, 
Avhich in any^other.point o f vicAv appears-purely rom ^tic,. to call tbe'- 
preceding times the V i r t u o u s . Ann of G reece.'

Yet while thus, not morality only, but, as Ave. haA'e before observed, 
politics', were defective, among’'the Greeks, to a degree to excite Avon- 
der, science Avas in esteem, and had, in some branches, the foundation 

already laid o f all that is now most valued in them. Grecian P h i l o - 
suPHV is said.to have had its Prigin from Thales, Avhom Ave have seen 

a leading man of Miletus in. Ionia, at the time o f that rebellion o f the 

Asian Greeks against the Persiau empire, AA'hich led to the invasion o f  

Greece itself,'and the glory o f the Athenians at Marathen. The learn
ing, through Avhich Thales became SP distinguished among his felloAA"-- 
eountrymen, and sp'eminent in. the republic o f letters through all

‘ Men Md frotn the sight of the gods by 
* cloudsf says one of . the'Characters in the 
comedy of The Birds, ‘ commit perjuries 
‘ undiscovered.; but if. the gods could mâ  
‘ nage an allliance with the Birds, then, 
‘ should a man who had sworn by the crow 
‘ and by Jupiter, break his. path, the crow 

would fly down slily and pluck, him .au eye.

‘ out.' Aristopb.. Av. V . l607. The jokes- 
vt'hich follow, about Jupiter dying and Her., 
cules cooking, seeiu, like some other jokes of 
Aristoplianes, to have had nd other object 
than to bring the gods, or at least the notions 
of them which the established religion incul
cated, into contempt..

ages.
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/ages, he is said to have acquired in Egypt. The circumstances of in
dividuals, in the Grecian commonwealths, w'ere indeed more'favorable 
for'the cultivation* of science, than a transient view of the political 
.state o f the country might give to suppose. Few had large incomes;
Lut numbers lived in leisure; mostly maintained by the labor of slaves; 
assembled in towns, and all communicating with all. Manners were 
thus formed; politeness was diffused; genius -was invited to display 
itself; and minds capacious and active, but less daring or less turbu
lent, or more scrupulously honest, avoiding the thorny and miry pathŝ  
of ambition, wLieh required/not only courage beyond the powers of 
the weak, but often'compliances beyond the condescension of the 
liberal, would naturally turn themselves to the new modes of employ
ment and of distinction, which the introduction of science offered.
A  lively imagination was among tlie natiopal characteristics of the 
Greeks; and, from . the earliest accounts' of the nation, we find,
ithat whenever new knOwlege beamed, it was received with eager 

. % 
attention.

Thus, from the light acquired by Thafes in Egypt, arose what has 
obtained the nUme of the Ionian school of philosophy. Thales is said 
to have been the first among the Greeks who calculated an eclipse of 
the sun ; and hence perhaps we may best conjecture the extent of his 

. science, and .the kind of philosophy that he chie0y cultivated, or 
whence he principally derived his fame. Soon qfter him Pythagoras, 
driven by political troubles from his native Ionian iland, Samos, dif
fused information, nearly similar, derived from the’ same source, amqng\ 
the Grecian towns of Italy. We have already had occasion.to advert 
to the dubiousness' of all accounts of Pythagoras, beyond the very 
little that Herodotus and Aristotle' have recorded o f him. Thales is Dipg. Laert. 
said, as well as Pythagoras, to. have mixed some valuable moral precepts 
with the instruction which he communicated on other sciences.! Both 
however seem meerly to have followed the example of the gnomic 
poets, the instructors and legislators of earliest ages, from Miismus 
and Orpheus, or those before them, downward to their own time. It 
does not appear that they attempted to reduce morality to . a system ; 
and therefore, tho they may have deserved highly as moral preachers,

N 2 - ‘ they
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they seem hardly to have had any proper claim to the title of moral 
philosophers/ /

‘ To do as you would be dene by,’ seems, when once stated, S0‘ 
obvious a majdm for directing the conduct o f men toward oneanother, 
and, when dispassionately considered, so incontrovertibly just a foun
dation fin-aU moral philosophy, that we may wonder at any delay in 
its discovery, and any .liesitatioir about its reception. Nevertheless, 
self-love, perpetually instigating llie 'deMreto command others and to 
profit at their expencei operates so powerfully in the* contrary direction, 
that Thales may deserv̂ e great credit for the rule approaching, but far 
from reaching it, ‘ X ot to do to others, what, i f  done to us, we should 
‘ r e s e n t B u t  dry unconnected precepts, thwarting the passions 
and unaljuring to the imagination, did not win attention like physical 
and metaphysical inq-uiries. The calculation o f an eclipse pT the sun. 
led the mind to more amusing; speculation, and left the passions free. 
The formatiPn of the world, the nature of matter and of spirit, the 
laws of the heavenly bodies, were therefore subjects which, in the in
tervals of poli tical strife, deeply ingaged the minds of the Asian Greeks., 
But in the want of convenient materials and method, books, were yefe 
so rare, that few could study in retirement. Enowlege was communi
cated in  discourse; and tbe gymnasia and public porticoes, built for 
exercises of the body, became places o f meeting for the culture of the. 
liiind. _

The love of science k  universally said to Tkve been first commu
nicated, among the Athenians, under the able and benign administra
tion o f the Feisistratids. But science itself was tlien in infancy, and. 
its immediate growth in Athens was checked by the violence of.political; 
contest, which, produced theins.uing; revolution,, and kept loW by the

Mr. Gibbon has considered: the "two 
rules as the.same, or of equal value: ‘I'he 
‘ golden rule of doing its you would be done 
‘ by, a rule which,' he says, ‘ I read in*̂ a 
‘ moral treatise of Isocrates (in Nicocle.) 
'■ four hundred years before.the publication 
* of theGospel: *A waiT;̂ e»ri; ir ifa y  

‘ r»T f Gibbon's Rom.

‘ Hist. C..54*. note 36.’ The difference be
tween them appears however to me very 
great;- one fo-rbidding, only evil-doing; the 
Cither, commanding universal charity.. Xe- 
nt»p-hon, I remember somenHiere, 1 believe 
in the Cyrppaedeia, commending benevolence 
to enemies, has approached much, nearer to 
the Christian doctrine,

long-
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long-siibsistiug fervor of party-spirit. 'f’hePersia^n invasions, quickly 
followitig, absorbeid all attention, and tbe great political objects, which 
sfter^'ard ingaged the geneiM'mind, left '̂ little leisure for speculati ve 
pursuits,/ I t  was not till the superior talents of Pericles bad quieted 
the storms o f War and factioir, that science, which had in'the interval 
receited great improvement among the Asian Greeks, revived at Athens 
with new vigor.' Anaxagoras of Clazomene, the preceptor and friend- 
o f  Pericles, bred in all the learning of the Ionian school, is said first 
to have intiiodhced what might properly be called Philosophy there; 
To him is attributed the first conception of one eternal, almighty, and- 
all-good Being; or, as be is said to have expressed himself, a perfect 
mind, independent o f body, as the cause or creator o f  all things*- The 
gods received, in Greece, of course, were low in his estimation; the 
sun and moon, commonly reputed divinities, he held to -be meer ma
terial substances, the sun a globe of stone, the mooti an earth, nearly 
similar to ours. A  doctrine so repugnant to the system da w'hieb de
pended the estimatioa o f aU the festivals*, processions, $acrific6Sî  apd- 
Oi’acles, which so fascinated the vulgar mind, was-not likely to be pro
pagated w'itbout reprehension.- Even the science which inabled to cal
culate an eclipse was offensive, inasmuch as it Idwerdd the importance, 
and inteffered with the profits,- o f  priests, augms, interpreters, and 
seersv An accuSatien of impiety Was therefore instituted; against 
Anaxagoras; the general voice Went with the prosecutors; and alL 
that the power and influence of Pericles could do for his valued: friend,, 
was to procure him, means of escape from Atticai;

Hut while physical and metaphysical speculation ingaged'men of 
leisure, 'there wac other learnmg that had more attracfioii for the ambi
tious and needy. To men indeed in. general, living in an independent, 
and still more i f  ih- ah imperial democracy, whatever might best inable 
them to sway the minds of their fellowcitizens, and, thrOugh such in- 
fkience, raise Ihenrselves to commanding, dignified, and profitable public 
situations, would be the most interesting science. He who, knowing, 
more than others, could q,lso express himself better,, would command 
attentiori: in the public assemblies. That general education therefore, 
wiiich gave the greatest, advantage to talents for public speaking, a,

knowlege

.9 3 '-
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^knowlege df letters an4 language, of mathematics, of laws, of history, 
of men and manners, wha,tever might contribute to form what we call 

*taste, which iaables the possessor, by a kind of sentiment, without 
reflection, to give advantage to everything by the manner of speaking 
and acting, and still more to avoid whatever, either in itself or by the 
manner of putting it forward, can 'excite disgust or contempt, these 
w'ould be in the highest request. ' ' ■

Y et there would be able men to whom, in the turbulence o f the 
Grecian democracies, public situations would be little inviting: in some 
of the/Smaller states they were beneath a soaring ambition; in tlie 
larger, amid the-competition of numbers, success would, to many be 
hopeless; some men, possessing high mental faculties, might want 
strength of body or powers of elocution ; and many would be excluded 
or deterred by unfortunate party-connections. From among all these, 
therefore, some, instead of putting themselves forward for public situa
tions, sought the less splendid, but safer advantages, to be derived 
from communicating to' others that science and that taste, wdiieh might 
inable them to become considerable as public men. Athens always was 
the gfeat field for acquiring fiime and profit in this line; yet those who 
first attained eminence in it were foreiners there, Gorgias of Leontini 
in Sicily, formerly noticed as chief of an embassy from his own city 
to Athens,, Prodicns of the little iland of Ceos, and Hippias o f Elis. 
All these are said to have acquired very considerable riches by their 
profession. Their success therefore invited numbers to .follow their 
example, and Greece, but far more especially Athens, shortly abounded 
with those who, under the name of sophists, professors dfi wisdom, 
undertook to teach every Science. The scarcity and dearness o f books 
gave high value to that learning, Which a man with a well-stored mind, 
and a ready and cleaj elocution, could communicate. None, without 
eloquence, could undertake to be-instructors; sO that the sophists, in 
giving lessons of eloquence, were themselves the,example. They fre
quented all •places of-public resort, the agora, the public walks,'the 
gymnasia, and the-porticoes; where they recommended themselves to 
notice by an ostentatious display of their abilities, in disputation among 
oneanotber; or with whoever would converse with them-. • . -

4  In
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In the competition thns arising, men of specious rather than-solid 
abilities would often gain the most extensive estiniatio'n. A  certain 

= dignity o f character was generally affected, t o ' which decency of 
manner was indispensably necessary; whence arose the opposition of the 
sophists to the comic poets : hut i f  the doctrine of a licentious rather 
than a severe morality would recommend them to extensive favor, their 
efforts would be more directed to excuse and give a*-speeious appearance 
to this, than to inforce the other. Many of them indeed would take 
either side of any question; political or moral; arid it was generally 
their glory to make the worse appear the.better Cause. " -

The profession of sophist had not long flourished, and no Athenian 
. had acquired fame in any branch of philosophyy when the singular 

talents, and singular manners and pursuits of Socrates son of Sophro- 
niscus ingaged public attention.. The father wriS a statuary, and is not- Plat.Alcib.i. 
mentioned as very eminent in his profession; but, as a man, he seCiriS ,
to have been respected among the most eminent of the commonwealth; 
with LysiiriachuSj son of the great AristeideS, he lived in particular Plat. Ladies,., 
intimacy. Socrates inheriting a, very, scanty fortune, had a mind P- 
wholly intent upon the'acquisition, and communication of knowlege.
The sublime principles of theology, -taught by Anaxagoras, made an 
early impression upon his mind. They ICd him to consider what should  ̂
be the duty, owed by man,, to such a Being as Anaxrigoras described 
his Creator ; and it struck him that, if  the providence of Grid inter
fered in the government o f  this world, the duty o f man to man, little'

•considered by poets or priests as.any way connected with religion, and 
hitherto almost totally neglected by philosophers; must be a principal- 
branch of the duty of man to God. It struck him farthef, that with- 
the gross defects which he saw in.the religion, the morality, and the 
governments o f .Greece, tho thri favorite inquiries of the philosophers, 
eoiicerning the nature of the De'ity, the formation pf the world, the 
laws of the heavenly bodies, might,. while they amused, perhaps also- 
inlarge and improve the minds of a' few speculative, men, yet the in-- 
vestigation of the social duties was infinitely more important, and might 
he infinitely more useful, to mankind in general. Indowed by nature 
with a.most, discriminating mind, and a singularly ready eloquence,

- he-.‘
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lie directed his utmost attention to that investigation; and when, by 
-reflection, assisted and proved by conversation among the sophists and 
other able men, he had cleeided an opinion, he communicated it, not 
in the way of precept, but by ptoposiug a question, and, in the 
course of interrogatory, argument, leading his hearers to the just 
conclusion.

We are informed by his disciple Xerioplion, how he passed his time. 
He was always im public. Early in the morning he went to the walks 
and the gynin^ia: when the agora filled, he was there; and, in the 
afternoon, wherever he could find most company.. Generally he was 
-the principal speaker. The liveliness- of his manner made his conver
sation amusing well as instructive, and he denied yts advantages 
to nobody. But lie was nevertheless a ihost patient hearer; and pre
ferred being the hearer whenever others wei;e present, able and disposed 
to give valuable information to the company. He did not commonly 
refuse invitations,-frequently received, to private entertainments: but 
-he would undertake no private instruction; nor could any solicitation 
induce him to relieve his poverty, by accepting, like the sophists and 
rhetoricians, a reward for What he gave in |Tublic.

In the variety^of his communication on social duties, he could not 
.easily, and perhaps he tlid not desire intiiely, to avoid either religious 
or political subjects; hazardous, both of them, under the jealous tjmanny 
of democracj'. It remains a question how far he was subject to super
stition; but his honesty is so authenticated, that it seems fairer to im
pute to him some weakness in credulity, than any intention to deceive. 
I f  we may believe his own account, reported by his two principal dis- 
eiples, -he believed- himself divinely impelled to the employment to 
which he devoted his life, inquiring and teaching the duty of man to 
man. A-divine spirit, in his idea, constantly attended him; whose 
voice, distinctly heard, never expressly comm^^nded what be was in
disposed to do, but frequently forbad what , he had intended. To 
.unveil the nature o f Deity was not among his pretensions. He only 
insisted on the perfect goodness and perfect wisdom o f the Supreme 
God, the creator of all things, and the constant superintendence of 
bis providence over the affairs o f men. As included in these, he held

th^t
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that everything done', said, or meerly wished by men, was known to 
the Deity, and that it w'as impossible he could be pleased with evil. 
The unity of God, tho implied in many of his reported discourses, he 
W'ould notin direct terms assert; rather carefully avoiding to dispute 
the existence o f the multifarious gods acknowleged in Greece; but he 
strongly denied the weaknesses, vices, and crimes commonly imputed 
to them. So far however from proposing- to innovate in forms of wor̂  ̂
ship-and , religious ceremonies, so various in the different Grecian 
state's, and sources o f more doubt and contention than any other cir
cumstances of the heathen religion, he held that men could not in these 
matters do wrong, if  they follow'ed the laws of their own country and 
the institutions of their forefathers. He was therefore regular in sacri
fice, both upon the public altars and in his family. He seems to have 
been persuaded that the De'ity, by various signs, revealed the future to 
men; in oraCles, dreams, and all the various ways usually acknowleged 
by those conversant in the reputed science of augury  ̂ ‘ Where the 
 ̂ wisdom of men cannot avail,’ he said, ‘ we should eiidevor to gain 
‘ information from the gods; who wdll not refuse intelligible signs to 
‘ those 'to whom they are propitious.’ Accordingly he consulted 
oracles himself, and he recommended the same practice to others, in 
every doubt on important concerns.

■ The circumstances of the'Athenian government, in his time, could 
not invite a man of Socrates’s disposition to offer himself for political 
situations. , He thought, he might be infinitely more useful to his 
country in the singular line,' it might indeed be called a'public 
line, which he had chosen for himSelf. Not only he would not 
solicit' office, but he would take no part - in political contest. In 
the several revolutions-which occurred, he • was. perfectly passive. 
But he * would refuse nothing, on the contrary he would be active in 
everything, that he thought decidedly the duty of a citizen. When 
called upon to serve among the heavy-armed, he was exemplary 
in the duties o f a private soldier; and as such he fought at Potid^,. 
Amphipolis, and Delium. We find him mentioned in civil office; at 
one time president- of the general assembly, and at another a member 
of the council~of Fivehundred. In each situation he distinguished 

Von. III. . O  himself
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hijnself by his unbending uprightness. .When president, he-resisted 
the violence of the assembled people, who voted a decree, in substance 
or in manner, contrary to the constitution. Neither threats, nor in- 
trenties could move him to give it the necessary sanction of, his office. 
As a member o f the council, we have already seen him in the office of 
prytanis, at the trial o f the six generaisj when his persevering resistance 
to the injustice of popular tyranny was rendered useless, through the 

. want o f equal constancy in his collegues, who yielded to tlie storm. 
Under the Thirty again, we have seeir him, not in office indeed, but 
daring to refuse office, unworthy and illegal office, which the tyranny 
of the all-powerful Cfitias would have putupon him. __

We are not informed" M'hen Soctates first became distinguished as a 
sophist; for in that description of •men he was in his own da}? reckoned. 
When the wit of Aristophanes Was directed against him in the theater, 
he was already among the most eminent, but his eminence seems to 
have been .then recent. ’ It was about the tenth or eleventh year of 
the Peloponnesian war, when he was six or seven and forty years of 
age, that after the manner of the old comedy, he was offered to public 
derision upon the stage, by his own name, as one of the perso'ns o f the 
drattiâ  fn the comedy of Aristophanes, called The Clouds, which is 
yet extant. Some antipathy, it appears, existed between the comic' 
poets, collectively, and" the sophists or pliilpsophers. The licentiousness 
of the' former could indeed scarcely escape' the animadversion of the 
latter, who, on the contrary, favored the tragic poets, competitors 
with the comedians for public favor. Euripides and Aristophanes were 
particularly enemies ; and Socrates not only lived in- intimacy with 

, Euripides, hut is said to. have assisted him in some' of his trag-edies. 
We are informed of no other cause for the injurious representation 
which the comic poet has given of . S o c r a t e s w h o m  he exhibits, in 
The Clouds, as a flagitious, yet ridiculous pretender to the ' occult

The learned Brunck’, in- a Note on The are represented sitting, in no unfriendly way, 
Clouds of Aristophanes, contends that the at tlfe same table, and in confirmaupn of it 
poetborereally no ill-will to the philosopher, he adduces the celebrated panegyrical epi- 
He drav/s his proof chiefly from the cir- gram on Aristophanes, which has been com- 
cumstance that in Plato’s dialogue, intitled • monly attributed toTlato. Aristoph, Brunck, 
The Banquet, Socrates and. Aristophanes p. 65. t. ,2..

science;^
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-sciences, conversing with the clouds as divinities, and teaching t-uo 
principal youths of Athens to despise the received'gods and to cozen, 
men. The audience, accustomed to look on defamation with careless
ness, and to hold as lawful and proper whatever might amuse the-inul- 
titude, applauded the wit,-and even gave general approbation to the v. 525, 
piece:

9 0

Aristoph. 
Nub. V.112 
&,246.

' but the 'high estimation of the character’ of Socrates sufficed
to prevent that complete success, which the poet had promised himself.
The crown, which rewarded him whose drama most earned the public 
favor, and which Aristophan'es had so often won, was on this occasion- 
refused him. , .

Two or three and twenty years had. elapsed since the first represen- Brunk. not. 
tation of The Clouds; the storms o f conquest suffered frorn a forein Arî opji. 
enemy, and of four revolutions in the civil governnient of the country, “ it 
had passed; nearly three years had followed of that quiet, which ' the 
revolution under Thrasybulus produced, and the act o f amnesty should, 
have confirmed, when a young man, named Melitus, Avent to the king- 
archon, and, in the usual form, delivered an information agairist So- Apol. Socr. 
crates, and bound himself to prosecixte. The information ran thus'; xen̂ 'mem 
‘ Melitus son. o f Melitus, of the borough of Pitthos, declares these Socr. init.
‘ upon oath against Socrates son of Sophroniscus, o f the borough of 
‘ Alopece: Socrates is guilty of reviling the gods whom the city 
‘ acknowleges, and of preaching other new gods: moreoÂ er he is guilty 
‘ of corrupting the youth. Penalty, death.’

Xenophon begins his Memorials o f his revered master, Avith declaring 
his wonder how the Athenians could have been persuaded to condemn, 
to death, a man o f such uncomrnouly clear innocence and exalted 
Avorth. iElian, tho for authority he can bear no comparison with 
Xenophon, has ncA'-ertheless, I  think, given the solution. ‘ Socrates,’ 
he says, ‘ disliked the Athenian constitution. For be saAV that de- 
‘ mocracy is tyrannical, and abounds with all the evils o f absolute 
‘ monarchy “  But tho the political circumstances o f the times

Ss/Kfartit .Js T? ’AS)ii>aiay 'Btbh.iriitt ov>i vatiou, quoted at the end of the first section 
rtfec-nSb' Tv^amxiiii !»/>« ryiii of the pventy-first chapter, *H An/iox^arlU i

ou<raii‘. .®lian. var. hist. 1.3. c. 17. r iA t iW x  T v ( »m ’i  h i -  

And this is consonant to Aristotle’s obser- ^
O a- ' made
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"made it hecesaary for cotemporary writers to speak with caution, yet 
both Xenophon and Plato have, declared enough to show that the 
assertion of .®lian was well-founded; and farther proof, were it wanted, 
may be derived from another early writer, nearly cotemporary, and 
deeply versed in the politics of his age, the orator .Sischines. Indeed, 
tho not stated in the indilement, yet it was urged .against Socrates by 
his prosecutors before the court, that he was disaffected to the demo%. 
cracy; and in proof they affirmed it to be notorious that he had ridi
culed, what the Athenian constitution prescribed, the appointment to 
magistracy by lot. ‘ Thus,’ they said, ‘ he taught his numerous fol- 
‘ lowers, youths of the principal families o f the city, to despise the 

established government, and to be turbulent and seditious; and his 
‘ .success had been seen in the; cbnduct of two, the most eminent,
 ̂ Alcibiades and Critias, Even the best things he converted to these 
‘ ill purposes; from the most esteemed poets, and particularly from. 
‘ Homer, he selected passages to inforce his anti-democratical ’ prin- 
‘ ciples.’ . '  ■ .

Socrates, it appears indsed, was not inclined to deny his disappro
bation of the Athenian constitution. His defence itself as it is re
ported by Plato, contains matter on which to found an accusation 
against him, of disaffection to tire soyereinty of the people,'such as, 
under the jealous tyranp^y of the Athen^n democracy, would some
times subject; a man to tbe penalties‘ o f bigli treason. ‘ You well 
‘ know,’ he says, ‘ Athenians, that, had I ihgaged in public busi- 
‘ ness, I should long ago have perished, without procuring any ad- 
‘ vantage either "to you or to myself. Let not the truth offend you :
‘ it is no peculiarity o f yoifr democracy, or of yonr national cha- 
‘ racterr .but, wherever the people is soverein, no man Avho shall dare 
‘ honestly to Oppose injustice, fiioquent and extravagant injustiee, can 
‘ avoid** destruction.’ ; v:'; . '

Without this proof, indeed, wO might reasonably believe, that, tho 
Socrates was a good and faithful Subject o f the Athenian government, 
and Would promote no sedition, no political violence, yet he could not 
like the Athenian constitution He wished for wholesome changes

®* His political principles seem most particularly declared ia Plato’s Crito.
by
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by gentle means ; and it seems even to have been a principal object of 
the labors to whicb'bC dedicated himself, to infuse principles iiJtO- the 
rising-generation that might bring about the desirable change insensibly^
His scholars were chiefly sons o f the-wealthiest citizens, whose-easy 
circumstances afforded leisure to attend him ; and, some of these, zea
lously adopting his tenets, others meerly pleased with the ingenuity of 

fhis arguments, and the liveliness o f his mannei-, and desirous to emu- • 
late his triumphs over his opponents, were forward, after his example, 
to ingage in disputation upon all the subjects on which he was accus:* 
tomed to discourse.- Thus employed, and thus followed, tho himself 
avoiding office-and public business, those who governed or desired to- 
govern the commonwealth through , tlieir influence among the M^nyr • 
might perhaps not unreasonably consider him as one who was, or 
become, a formidable adversary; nor might it  be. difficult tp cscite 
popular jealousy against hinh / ^

Melitus, who stood forward as his principal accuser, was, as Plato 
informs us, no way a man of any great consideration. His legal descrip
tion gives some probability td  the conjecture that his father was one 
of the commissioners sent to Lacedaemon, from the moderate party,
-who -opposed the ten successors, o f the Thirty Tyrants, while' Thfasy*  ̂ g
bulus held Peirmus,, and Pausanius was incamped before Athens. Hfr of this Hist, 
was a poet, and stood forward as in a common cause-of the poetSr who 
esteemed the doctrine of Socrates injurious to their interest. ‘ Hnsup- 
ported, his accusation/would have been little formidable. But lie seems 
to have been a meet instruuient in the business. He was soon Joined 
by Lycon, one of AlC most.powerful speakers of his time. Lycpn was 
the avowed patron o f  t|ie rhetoricians, who, as well as the pdets, thought 
their interest injured b y  the mtofalphilosopber’s doctrine. I'knpw'.hot

analogous, in  our .o\yn country, if  we substitute for poets the^clprgy,: 
and for'rhetoricians the lawyers, we may gather \yhat might.be the 
party-spirit and what the weight of influence of the rhet.pricians and 
poets in Athens. With Lycori, Anytus, a man scarcely second" to any 
in the commonwealth in rank and general estimation, who had

’ held'

36935
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held high ccmiraaiid with reputation in the Phloponneskn wai?, and 
had been the principal associate o f Thras^ybulus in- the. war against the 
Thirty and the restoration of the democracy, declared himself a sup
porter of the proseeution Nothing in the accusation could, by any 
known law of Athens-, affect the life, of the accused. In England, no 
liinP would be put upon teial on so- vr.*gue a charge : no grand jury would 
listen to it. But hr Athens, if  the party was strong enough, it signified 
little what was the law.. When Lyeon ’and Anytus came forward, 
Socrates saw that his condeinnation was already decided.

By the course, of his iifej however, and by the turn of his thoughts,, 
for many years, he had so prepared him'selffor all events, that, far'from ' 
alarmed at the probability of his condemnation, he .rather rejoiced at 

/it,'as, at his dge, ,$ fortunate occurrence. l ie  was persuaded of the 
soul’s immortality, and of the superintending providence of an all-good 
Deity, whose favor , he had always been- assiduously endevoring to 
deserve. Men fear death, he said, as if  unquestionably the greatest 
evil; and yet no man knows that it may not be the greatest good. I f  
indeed great joys were in prospect, he might and his friends for him, 
with somewhat more reason, regret the event; but at his years, and 
with hjs scanty fortune, tho he was happy enough, at seventy, still to 
preserve both body arid mind in vigor, yet even his present gratifica
tions must necessarily soon decay. To avoid thei-efore the evils of age, 
pain, sickness, decay of sight, decay of bearing, perhaps decay o f 
-understanding, by the easiest of deaths (for such the Athenian mode 
of execution, by a* draught o f hemlock, was reputed) cheered with 
the company of sqrrouBding friends, could not be otherwise than a 
blessing; .  ̂ y

Xenophon says that, by condescending to a li ttle supplication, Socrates 
might easily have obtained his acquittal. N o admonition or intreaty 
of his friends however could persuade hini to such an unworthiness.' 
On the contrary, when put upon his defence, he told the people that 
he did not plead for his own sake, but for theirs,'wishing them to avoid

/Asyiruo ' apoL Socr. p. 23. s. What these were I find
fiiiron. Xen. apol.'Socr. s, 29. Anytus came ’ no infortnation.
-forward as patron of the demiurgi. Plat. * .

3  the
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the guilt o f ati unjust condemnation. It wasmsuai for accused persons 
to bewail their apprehended lot, with tears to supplicate favor, and, by 
exhibiting their children upon the bema, to endevor to excite pity. 
He thought it, he said, more respectful to the court,, as well as more 
becoming himself, to omit all this; however aware that their sentiments, 
were likely so far,to differ from his, that judgement would be given in 
anger for it.

Condemnation pronounced wrought no change upon him. He again 
addressed the court, declared his innocence of the matters laid against 
him, and observed that, even if  eve'ry -charge: had been’ completely, 
proved, still all together did not, according to-any knc^wn law, amount 
to a capital crime. ‘ But,’ in conclusion he said, ‘ it is time to depai’t ;
‘ I  to die, you to live r but which for the. greater good, God only 
* knows:’ ' , :

It was .usual at Athens for execution very soon to follow condemna
tion ;* commonly on the moi;row. But it happened that the condemna
tion of Spcrates took place on the eve of/the <lay appointed for the 
sacred ceremony of crowning the galley, which carried the annual.offer- 
ings to the gods worshipped at Delos; and immemorial tradition forbad 
all executions till the sacred vessel’s return. Thus the death of Socrates- 
was respited thirty days, while his friends had free access to him in the 
prison. During all that time he adinirahly supported his constancy. 
Means were concerted for his esqape; the jailer was bribed, a vessel, 
prepared, and;a s'ecure'retreat in Thessaly provided. No arguments, no 
prayers, could persuade him to use the opportunity.... He had alwtŷ s. 
taught the duty of obedience to the. laws, and he would not furnish an 
example o f the breach of it. To no purpose it was urged that he had 
been unjustly condemned : he had always held that wrbng did not 
justify wrong. He,waited with perfect.composure thff return o f the 
sacred vessel, reasoned on the iminertality of the soul, the advantage 
o f virtue, the happiness deri ved from having made it through life Eis 
pufsuit, and,' with his friends about him, took the fatal cup'and died.

Writers who, after Xenophon and Plato, have rela,ted the death of 
Socrates, seem to-have held themselves bound to vie with those who- 
preceded them, in, giving pathos to. the story. The purpose here has

been
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been ratlier to tender it intelligible; to show its connexion with the 
political history of Athens; to-derive from it illustration of the po
litical history. The magnanimity of Socrates,  ̂ the principal efficient 
of the^pathos, surely deserves admiration; yet it is not that in which 
he has most- outshone other men'. The circumstances of lord Russel’s 
fate were far more trying. Socrates, we may reasonably suppose, 
wmuld have borne lord Russel’s trial: but, with bishop Burnet for his- 
-eulogist, instead of Rlato and Xenophon, he vmuld not have had his 
•present splendid fame. The singular merit Of Socrates lay in the purity 
and the usefulness of his manners and conversation ; the clearaess with 
which he saw,'and the steddiness with which he practised, in a blind 
and corrupt age, all moral duties; tbe disinterestedness and the zeal 
with which he devoted himself to the benefit o f others ; and the inlarged 
and warm' benevolence, ‘ whence bi,s supreme and almost only pleasure 
seems to have consisted in doing good. The purity of Christian mora
lity, little enough indeed seen in practice, nevertheless is become so 
familiar in theory, that it passes almost for obvious, and even congenial, 
to the human mind. Those only will justly estimate the merit o f that, 
near approach to it which Socrates made, who will take ,the pains to 
gather, as they may from the writings of his cotemporaries andprede-, 
cessors, ho\v little cdnception was entertained of it before his tim e; 
how dull to a just moral sense the hliman mind has really been; how 
slow the progress in the investigation of moral duties, even xvhere not 

'only great pains have.been taken,; but the greatest abilities zealously 
employed; and, Vhen discovered, horv difficult it has been to establish 
them by proofs beyond controversy, or proofs even that should be gene
rally admitted by the reason of men. It is through the light which 
Socrates diffused by his doctrine, inforced by his practice, .Ayith the 
advantage of having both the doctrine and the practice exhibited to 
highest advantage, in the incomparable writings of disciples such as 
Xenophon and Plato, that his life forms an era in the history o f  Athens 
andofman'*h

** The life and manners Of SocratOs re- -'Two inen of the best ability and best repu- 
main reported ■ with authority not to be found tation, who had lived familiarly with him, 
f o i  any other character of heathen antiquity, biit whom circumstances afterward sepa-

. ' rated,
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rated, and set in some degree at variance, 
have each described them in much detail. 
No deficiency of hnowiege of their subject 
can be suspeeted|. nothing can be repre
hended,* in either account,.on the score ofc 
probability : clearly, without concert,* they 
agree; and each beats the fullest testimony 
to the integrity of Socrates, and to the pu
rity .of his manners, purity heyond even the 
precepts of that agê  as well as to the excel*

, lence of his doctrine. On the contrary, 
those foul aspersions upon his character, 
which remain scattered among later antient 
writers, and which the learned and ingenious 
author of The Ghserver has, now in, our 
days, thought it wofth his while to seek, to 
collect, and to exhibit in grpop, in a day
light which they bad not before known, are 
reported* ifeither on authority to‘bear ahy 
comparison with thp single evidence of either. 
Plato or Xenophoh, muclj .less with their 
united testimony, nor hava they any proba* . 
bility to recomthend them. They carry every 
appearance of bg.ving originated from the 
virulence of ‘party-spirit, tlie spirit of that 
party which ‘persecuted .Socrates to death; ’ 
and they have been propagated by vmters 
in the profligate ages that followed, acepm* 
modating themselves to the taste of those 
ages, which their own profligacy, apparently, 
has led some of them to defend and.to flat* 
ter. For the propensity to involve men, in , 
former times, of feest report, in tlie; scandal 
of that gross immorality which disgraced tlie,; 
fell of Greece anfl df Rome, is conspicuous 
among some of the wtitefs under the Roman 
empire. , */

The quarrel of the learned author-of Tlie

Observer with Socrates, has been taken up 
in revenge for the imputations, which some 
admirers of the philosopher, with more zeal 
than either candor or good i sense, have* 
thrown upon - the comic poet Aristophanes. 
,The story reported by .®ian, ‘that'Aristo
phanes was bribed by Anytus and Melitus 
to write the comedy of The fflbuds, pur
posely to prepare the- way .for the impeach
ment of Socrates, which did nOt follow till 
after so many years and so mdny revolutions 
in the government, is evidently absurd and 
malicious; and yet it is hot impossible but 
that comedy may hav:e emBtributed to the' 
jpppular prejudices, which’' ihahled the ene-. 
jnies of Socrates to procure his condemna
tion. Xenophon aiid Plato have omitted to 
inform us eifher what incited Aristophanes 
so to traduce Socrates, Or Uow the poet and 
the philosopher afterward became, as from. 
Plato it appears they did become, familiar 
friends. P.ossibly Arist6pha»es, when he 
wrote The Clouds, was little acquainted with 
Socratqs, .and possibly bore him no particu
lar matice- llis object seenri to have been 
to stigmatize generally* tlie qutbhng of the 
Sophists, and to ‘ ridicule the trifling of- the 
naturalists. 'Some of tho principal jokes, 
such-as measuring the flea’s jump, and ac- 
epunting for the gnat’s noise, have no appa* 
rent relation to any doctrine dr Usual inquiry 
of So'erates; and possibly ibC philosopher 
may hare been-chosen: for the hero of the' 

because he was more known to 
feme*, more remarkable, by his doctrine,-by 

: his tnannerj and, what might be a conside-. 
ration for a comic poet, by his person, than 
ahy other public teacher. . .

VoL. III. P
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C H  A  P  T  E  R  X X I IL

Transactions o f the GEnEKs in A;sja and T h r a ce , from the 
Conclusion o f the P elopo nne sian  W a r , in which Persia 
was the A lly of'Lacedaemon, to the Renewal o f War  be
tween L ac EpiEMON and P e r s i a .

S E C T I O N  E

Xen. Anab. 
1. i, c. 1.

Increased ConneCtioji o f Gt- ecian -Affairs with Persian. Succession of 
Artaxerxes^Mnemm to the ffersian Throne. • Weakness o f the 
Persian Government. Grecian Porees  ̂ raised %  CyruSy'brother 
o f the K in g : Charchus, ProxenuSy Xenophon.

N the latter years of the Peloponnesian war,* the affairs o f  Greece 
became, as we. have seen, more than formerly implicated with those 

of Persia; and during the short calm which succeeded the long troubles; 
of the former Country, some events in the latter will require our attcn- 

-tion. The detail will dead us far from Greece;,but,- beside involving';' 
information o f ‘Grecian affairs not found elsewhere, it has a very im
portant connection with Grecian history, through the insight it.affords 
into circumstances w'bich prepared a revojutioh. .effected, by Grecian 
arms, one o f tbe greatest occurring in the annals o f the world. •

By the event, of the Peloponnesian war, the Asian Greeks cbanged' 
the-dominion of Athens, hot for that o f Lahedaemon, the conquering 
Grecian power, but of a forein, a barbarian master, the king of Persia, 
then the ally o f Lac.edmmpn. Toward the end of the same year in 
which a Conclusion was put to the war, by the taking of Athens, Darius, 
king of Persia,: the second o f the name, died.' He was succeeded by 
his eldest son, Artaxerxes, also the second o f his narne, and, for his 
e.XtraordinaFy memory, distinguished among the Greeks by the addi
tion of Mnemo^n, the Mindfuu The old king, in his last ilness, de- 
sirons to see once'more his fa'Vorite son Cyrus, Sent for Liin from his 

1 . ' goVernmenffit
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government in Lydia.. The prince, iij obeying his, father’s'fequisitionj' 
travelled in the usual maimer of the Eastern great, with a train amount-, 
ing almost to an army; and to exhibit, in,his-guard, the pew magni- 

. ficence of troops so much heard of in,the upper provinces, but pevei’’ 
yet s ên, be ingaged, by large pay  ̂ the attendance o f three. Jiuhdred 
heavy-armed Greeks, under the command of Jvemas of Parrhasii in 
Arcadia. As a friend and counsellor, be took witii him TisS^phernes, 
satrap of Caria.' '

On tlie decease of Darius, which followed shortly, a jealousy, 
scarcely separable from a despotic, throne, but said to have been fo
mented bĵ  the unprincipled Tissaphenies, induced the new monarch to 
imprison his brother; whose death, it was supposed,, in course yvould, 
have followed, hut for the powerful intercession-of the queen'-mQther,
Parysatis. •' Restoi'Cd through her hifluencei not ojdy to liberty, but !t0 ' ,
the great comnian.a intrusted to him by hi3 indulgent fatheiv Gyrus, c. i. s.4. 
nevertheless reseuied highly the indignity he had suffered. He «;ems 
indeed to have owed little to his brother’s kindness., Jealous of the,
*known abilities and popular- character of Cyrus,’apprebensive of hjs. 
revenge, and perhapVnot unreasonably also of h.is am.bition, Artas.erpOSi 
practised that iyretche4  Oriental policy, still familiar )vlth the.'Turkish; 
government in the same countries, of ekeiting civil war betwel’n ,'the 
commanders o f his provinces, to disable them for making v/ar against 
the throne. Orontas, a person related to the royal family, governor g.i. 6,7,
of the"citadel o f Sardis, was inco.uraged by the monarch’s councils, to 
rebel against that superior officer, under whose immediate authority,, 
by those very conhcils, he was placed, and ostensibly still required, to 
act. Cyrus subdued and forgave him. A second opportunity occur
ring, OrOntaa again rebelled; again found himself, notwithstabdibg 
tbe secret patronage of the court, unable to support his rebellion e 
and, soliciting pardon, obtained, from, the generosity of Cyrus, not 
pardon only but favor. But according to report, to which XepOphon 

■ gave credit, the queen-mother herself, Parysatis, whether urged by / 
the known .enmity of Artaxerxes to Cyrus, or by whatever other cause, 
incited her younger son to seek the throne and life of the elder.; Thus 
much however appeal's certain, that,; very soon after his return-into 

. ; ■’ p 2 ' - Asia ’
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Asia Minor, Cyrus began preparatioiis, with, tliat criminal view. For 
a pretence, it ipust be allowed, he seems hot to have been, totally with
out what the'right o f self-defence might afford; yet his prineipaV mo
tives evidently wefe ambition and revenge.

The disjointed, tottering, aiid^cmmbling state of that empire, which, 
under the first jDarihs, appeared so well compacted, and really was so 
powerful and flourishing,' favored his yiews. Egypt, whose lasting 
revolt had been Supl>>’cssed by the first taxerxes, yas again in re
bellion,* and the fidelity o f other distant provinces was more than sus
pected. Within hjs own extensive vieeroj^ty, the large province of 
Paphlagonia, governed hy its own tributary prince, paid but a preca
rious obedience'to the Persian throne; the Mysianand Peisidian moun
taineers made open*" war against the more peaceable subjects ‘ of the 
plains; and the EyCaoniahs, possessing themselves of the fortified 
places, held even tbh level country in independency, and refused the 
accustomed tribute. A  large part o f Lesser Asia was thus in rebellion, 
more or less avowed. Hence, on one hand, the attention of the king’s 
councils and the exertion of his troops'were ingaged; on the othei-, an 
undeniable pretence was ready fOr: Cyrus to increase the military force 
under his immediate authority. *

On his first arrival in the neighbourhood o f the Grecian colonies, 
-Cyrus, as we have seen, became partial to the Grecian character. The 
degeneracy, effeminacy, pride, servility, and falsehood, prevalent among 
the Assyrian and Median great, seem to have led the firsf Cyrus to 
establish as a maxim for the Persians, that to excel in drawing'the 
bow, riding on horseback, and speaking truth, should be their cha
racteristic, and the great object of Rersian education, Bbrn Avith'a 
generous temper, and superior powers of body and mind, and excelling 
in the two former requisites; the yoanger Cj*̂ rus Aroflld be likely to 
conceive a proud Value for the latter; and, at an early age, to abhor 
apd despise the duplicity and baseness in which the Persian Averemo 
longer distinguished from'the Median arid Assyrian courtiers. With a 
mind capable of friendship, and naturally solicitous for the esteem of 
those like himself, tlie superior character'<ff men bred in the schools of 
Lycurgus, Anaxagoras, ahd .Socrates, 'and formed in the wars and

political
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political turbulence o£ the Otecian cpmuioawealths. Could not fail to 
strike him. His vanity would cooperate with his judgement it) couit’ 
ing their good opinion; and, as his peitetfation discovered the use to ABal>. 1,7. 
be made of them, evenFis ambition would lead him to cultivate their 
friendship. ‘ -

' As soon as the design against his brother’s throne was decided,
Cyrus, with increased sedulity, extended his connections among the 
Greeks. They alone, among' the nations of that time, knew how to 
train armies, so that thousands of men might act as one machine.
Hence their heavy-armed had a power, in the shock n f battle, that- 
no number o f more irregular troops, however brave, could resist. To 
men of character therefore, *from" any part of Greece, but espe<daliy 
from Peloponnesus,, whose heavy*armed tvere of highest reputation, 
-introduction to Cyrus was easy. The fame of his jnunifieence and of 
his liberal manner invitedand man5̂  became connected with him by 

-the pledge of hospitality, which, Avith the Persians, hot less thah 
among the Greeks^, was held' sacred- Through the long and extensive 
war lately concluded, Greece abounded with experienced officers, and 
with men of inferior rank, much practised in’ arms, and little.in any, 
peaceful way of Hvelihood. Opportunity was thus feady for raising a ' 
force of Grecian mercenaries, 'almerst to any amount. What required 
circumspection, was to avoid alarming the court o f Susa;\.and this the 
defecliye principles and ryorse‘p>'5)ctice of the Persian administration 
made even easy. ! . . '

The superiiitendiijg command o f Cyrus extended over atl Xesser Xen.HeL 
Asia within the river Halys. The large; province, committed to his Anab. 1.1. 
immediate governiuent, was composed of Eydi% the Greater Phrygia, *
and Cappadocia. The Ionian cities had-been reserved to the satrapy 
of Tissaphernes. But the prince’s character was’ popular, the satrap’s 
unpopular ; insomuch that,-finding their offered homage acceptable, 
all those eities, excepting Miletus, paid their ajApointed tribute’ to 
Cyrus, and no longer ackhowleged; the satrap’s orderSi To contest 
such matters by arms, was become so ordinaiy among the Persiaq 
governors, that raising troops for the purpose was little likely to give 
umbrage to the court; careless how the provinces were administered,

provided
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provided only the expected' tribute came regularly to the treasury. 
Cyrus therefore directed his Grecian commanders, in.the several towns,, 
to inlist Greeks, especially Peloponnesians, as liiatoy as they could; 
with the pretence of strengthening his garrisons against the apprehended 
attempt$ of Tissaphernes. 'In Miletus, so the popularity .of his cha
racter prevailed, a coiispiracy was formed for revolting to him ; but 
before it eould he carried into effect, it was discovered; andj by the 
satrap’s order, the ringleaders were executed, and many of*their ad-' 
he rents banished.' Cyrus not Only protected the fugitives, but besieged' 
Miletus by land and sea ; and this new war furnished an additional 
pretence for levying troops. * -

Notwithstanding the character o f frankness, honor, and strict regard 
for truth, which Cyrus generally supported, the‘candor _of Xenophon, 
his friend and panegyrist, has not concealed from us that he could stoop 
to duplicity, when the great, interests of his ambition instigated. So 
far from aekuowleging any purpose of disobedience to the head o f the 
empire, he condescended to. request from^that brother, against whose 
throne and life his preparationswere already directed, the royal autho
rity for adding Ionia to his *innnodiate government. The request w’us 
granted; at. the instance  ̂ it was said, o f Parysatis, who preserved 
much influence with her elder son, while she incited the nefarious 
views of the younger against him. •Concerning intrigues in the Per
sian court, however, we should perhaps allow our belief cautiously, 
even to Xenophon: but we may readily give him credit for that weak
ness of the government, which, he affirms, induced the king to be 
pleased, rather than offended, at the private war, between his b '̂other 
and the satrap; inasmuch as b y  consuming their means in the distant 
provinces, i f  might'prevent disturbance from their ambition to the 
interior of thq empire. • ’ . • :

g Ainong the many Greeks admitted to the convefsation and to the
table of Cyrus, was Clearchus, a LaGedremonian; who, after serving. 

1.2. c.d. s,2. the armies of his own commonwealth, through the Peloponnesian 
war, found himself, at the age of fifty, still uneasy in rest. Looking- 
all around for opportunity of military employment, he thought he had 
discovered ft in' the Thracian Chersonese  ̂ where the Greek ^settlers

- ■ V were
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SECt* I. GRECIAN EORCES RAISED BY CYRUS., 
were halrassed by incursfons of the neighboring; barbarians; and he 
persevered in representation -and solicitation to the ephors, till he ob
tained a Goinmission.for a command there. He hastened his departure; 
but at Corinth an ordei*%f recall'overtook him. The disappointment 
was more than he could bear; he resolved to disobey the revered scy- • 
tale; and proceeded  ̂ in defiance of it, to act in pursuance of his com
mission received.. For this he was, ih absence, condemned to death; 
a sentence operating to his banishment for-life.

What fair hope now remained to Clea'rchus does not appear; but the 
need, of military talents, continually and extensively occuriing arabn^ 
the various warring commonwealths and scattered ■ colonies of the Greeks, 
always offered some prospect for adventmers of any considerahle mili- 
i;ary reputation ; and, in the moment, ?a i^ill more inviting field, pos-̂  
sibly always in bis view, appeared in the conrt of Cyrus. . Thither he 
■ went; and, under a forbidding outside, a, sdrly-conntenanee, a haish 
voice, and rough manners, the prince, discovering in him the character 
he Wanted, after short interodurse made him a present o f  ten tlionsand' 
■ darics, between seven and eight thousand pounds sterling.

-Clearchus did not disappoint this magnificisnt generosity. Military 
command and inilitary.adventure were.hiS supreme delight; and, in 
the circumstances of the age, a body of men under his orders was an 
estate. Employing therefore the whole o f the prince’s present in raising 
troops, he offered, as an individual adventureiy that protection to the 
Chersonesites, which, as a general o f the X-acedremonian forces, he had 
been commissioned to give, but which the Eacedeemonian government,« 
tho claiming to be the protecting powerof the GteciaanaTim, bad finally. ’ 
refused to afford. His service was accepted; arid his success against 
the barbarians, together With the uncommon regdHaaty and inoffensiye- 
ness o f his troops in the friendly cdantry, so gmtified not tlie, Cher- 
sohites only, but all the Hellespontine Greeks., that, while he generally; 
found subsistence at the expence , o f the enehiy", they provided large 
pay for his army by voinntary coneribution. Hence, with a diseiplihe 
severe sometimes to excess, he preserved the general attachmeiit-of those 
under him ; and thus a body-of troops-Avas kept in the highest order, 
ready for the service of Cyrus.

’ . The
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The circumstances of Thessaly afforded another opportunity. Aris

tippus, a Thessalian o f eminence, probably banished by faction, h a d . 
been admitted to the prince’s -famiHarity. Returning afterward to hi  ̂
own country, and becoming head of his party,divisions >verC still such 
-that civil war folio\ved. Then Aristippus thought he might profit from 
that claim, which the ancient doctrine of hospitality gave him upon.the 
generosity of Cyrus. Ho requested levy-mouey for two thousand men, 
with pay for three months. Cyrus granted them for four thousand and 
six months j -only stipulating, that,,without previous, communication 
Avit'h him, no accommodation should be concludedwith the adverse party. 
Thus another body of troops, unnoticed, was maintained for Cyrus.

Proxenus, a Theban, of the first rank and highest connections, happy 
in his talents,'cultivated under the celebrated Gorgias, of manners to 
wib, and character to  deserve esteem, dissatisfied* Vith the, state of 
things iti his own city, passed, at the age of toward thirty, to the court 
o f  Cyrus, with thc direct, purpose of seeking employment, honor, and 
fojtune; and, in Xenophon’s phrase, o f  so associating with men in the 
highest situations, that be tnight earn the .means of doing, rather than 
lie under the necessity of receiving, favors. Recommended-' by such 
advantages, Proxebu^ bot only obtained the notice, but won the &iend- 
ship o f Cyrus; who commissioned him to raise a Grecian force, fora 
purpose which the Persian court cOuId not disapprove, fhe reduction of 
the rebellious Peisldians.

Thus ingaged in the prince’s service, It became the care-of Proxenus 
to obtain, ijn hiS fotein residence, the society  ̂pf a friend,, of disposition, 
acquirements,' and pursuits congenial to his own. With this view he 

Ahab. 1. 3. Wrote to a young Athenian V with "whom be had long had intimacy, 
c. 1. s.4 -̂ 7- Xenophon son of Gryllus, a" schotar of Socrates ; wai-mly urging him 

to come and partake’o f the prince’s favor, to which he ingaged to in
troduce him. In the actual state o f things at Athens, enough might 
occur to disgust honest ambitidtt. Xenophon therefore, little satisfied 
with any prospect there, accepted his friend’s invitation; and to these 
circumstances we owe his beautiful narrative o f the insuing transactions, 
which rernains, like the Iliad, the oldest and the model o f its kind’‘.̂

Two notes, whose purpose is to warrant the'text, but which are not Wanted to elu- , 
cidate it, are, on account .of their length, referred to the .end of the chapter. .

For
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For a Grecian lafltFforce, Cyrus contented himself with what might 
be procured by negotiation with individuals, and the allurement of pay.
But. he desired the cooperation of a Grecian fleet, which, in the existing 
circumstances of Greece, could be obtained only through favor of the 

•i,aced£Bmonian government. By a Confidential minister, therefore, 
dispatched to Lacedasmon, he claimed a friendly return for his assistance Xen. Hel. 
in the war with Athens. The ephors, publicly acknowleging the 1- 
justness of his claim, sent orders to Samius,- then commanding on the 
Asiatic station, to join the prince’s fleet, and follow the directions of bis 
admiral, Tamos, an .Egyptian.

S E C T I O N  II.

<9 ̂
March/^f Cy.Tus to Babylonia: Battle of Gunaxa.

pREPA-RATiou being at length completed, and the advantageous sea>-. 
son for action approaching,-all the Ioni«'h garrisons were ordered to 
Sardis, and put under the Command' of Xenias, the Arcadian, com
mander of the Grecian guard which had attended Cyrus into Upper 
Asia. The other Grecian troops were directed to jo in ; some at Sardis, 
some at places farther eastward,- A  vety large army o f Persiah subjects, 
or rather o f various Asiatics Pot Greeks,’ whom the Greeks^ called col
lectively barbarians, was-at the same time assembled* The pretence of 
these great preparations was' to exterminate the rebellious Peisidians; 
and, in the moment it sufficed for the troops. It could however no 
longer, blind Tissaphernes ; whô  not elmsiog to’trust otlters to report 
what he knew or suspected, set oflr, with all the speed that the way of 
travelling o f an Eastern satrap would admit, with att escort of five hun
dred horse, to communicate personally with the king.

Meanwhile Cyrus marched from Sardis, with thb forces already col
lected, by Colossm* to Celrenas in Phrygia, a large and populous town, 
where he halted thirty days. There he was joined by-the lart division 
of his Gfecian farces, which now amoanted to about eleven thousand 
heavy-armed, and two thousand targeteers.- His Asiatics obhaTbarians 
. V ot ,  III. ' Q  ' were
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were near a hundred thousand, * Proceeding again eastward, he halted' 
again, at Peltae. There he gave a very strong and gratifying mark of 
attention to the Greeks. It was the season of the Arcadian festival 
called Lycjea, whence the Romanŝ  had-their Luperctdia., The'Arca
dians of the army were"'desirous to celebrate the festival, with games 
arid all religions riteŝ  after the manner of their own. country. Not 
only he allowed-all opportunity for thisj but he paid' them the compli
ment himself to attend. * -

In'his. great nnderlaking. indeed, every exertion of his talent for 
acquiring popularity was wanted. Either he had met with some great 
disappointment, of which we are uninformed, or he set out unprovided: 
with the first requisite, money, to a degree far beyond, what prudence ' 

- could justify. Only fifty-tiyo days had elapsed since the army moved: 
from Sardis, when the pay of the Grecian forces was three, months in 
arrear, and he jvas without means to furnish it. Discontent of. course’ 

.. arose, and grew, insomuch that the soldiers would urge their clamorous 

. demands, even to his very door. Much good sense, some experience, 
and earnest meditation on great designs, had taught Cyrus-to' respect 
men, who must be instruments of those designs. Hence he had learned 
to check the impetunus passions, whose sallies had sometimes disgraced 
his earlier youth; ■ He would-himself often give a patient hearkig to the- 
soldiers : he would soothe therq with expressions of sorrow for his pre- 

. sent inability; he would cheer them adth the prospect of better times, 
and with promises, in which his known generosity disposed them to 
confide ; and he never failed fio disraisa them hoping; and in. some 
degree gratified. . , - ‘

It seeins probable that Cyras had been, negotiating with Syennesis, 
who reigned over the rich, maritime province of Cilicia, holding it,, 
if we may use a modern term very nearly apposite, as a fief of the Per
sian empire. To pass from: Lydia into Assyria, the immense ridge 
which under various- names, T̂aurus, Caucasus, and others, extends, 
from the south-western corner of Asia Minor to the Caspian sea, must 

.necessarily be crossed • everywhere with much ̂ difficulty and danger to 
an army, if an enemy opposed ; but the nearest way and the best was 
through Cilicia. It.was therefore of much importance to Gyrus to gain

Syennesis
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Sj ênnesis to his interest j or, if that could not be, todetei' oppositioia 
fffoin him. But the situation of the ̂ Jilicianprittce was critical. Acceding 
to the requisition of (!]yrus, be hâ :a5’ded the charge of concurring in 
rebellion against the great king; refusing it, he might be overwhelmed 
by-the princes array, before assistance fioin the hing could arrive.
Hence seefi to Eave adsen the eircuinstanccs; of, strange and mysteri
ous appearance, which followed. proceeding Front Beltse, the armydn- 
camped in the .plain of Caystrus, near a large town, whence it was Anab. 1. j. 
supplied withrpravieionfe; but, no pay forthcotnklg, the discontent of the 
Greeks became Auch, that their oflScers with difficulty k ^ t  them within 
any'bounds. In. this state of things, the arrival o f  Epyaxa, wife of 
Syennesis, -with a stropg escort of horse, part Gilician, part Greeks, of 
Aspendus; drew general attention >: und shortly, to the tanpsfizc almost 
equally as to-the gratification of the army, pay was issued for four 
months. The means were universally attributed . to' the. Cilician 
princess. - ’ . ' :

Orders being given for tesamiog the tnarch, the Greeks now pro
ceeded cheerfully. Epyaxa, with her escort, accompanied the. army,

.moving as the Persian prince moved', and ihcamping as he incamped; 
not without insult to b^  fame from the lieeHlidus mouths of the soldierS;;
A t TyrijeUiUji to gratify her, it was said, Cyrus reviewed his forces.;
The barbarian troops fij-st marched by. Then Gyms in an open, Epyaxa 
in a covered carriage, passed along the^Grecian line, which was formed 
fojir deep ;■  th e . soMiers npifopmlpfarrncd tand clothed  ̂ with br^cn 
helmets, .scarlet’ tunicij/greaves, and burnbhed shields.- Taking a 
station in front, C jtus isent orders to advance with protended spears.
The trumpet immediately giving the; signalpthe.phalanx moved, And ■ 
gradually quickening pace; at length adVatteCd running, shouting "at ‘ 
the same timer aloiid, in the usual measured Way of the Greeks,' widely 
different front the irregular clamors o f the barbarians. Twelve thousand 
mdn, umfortnly armed, ekactly forniCd,, moving regularly, and shouting.' 
regularly, as i f  =on'e maehine, were .a sight sO new to-the Asiatics aa to  ̂
excite alarm with astonishment. Epyaxa, for. quicker flight,-, quitted 
her cuntbronS' carriage, and every sutler ran from the camp. T h e '

■ Greeks were amused and flatteredp and Cyrus -was not anxious to ’
' 0,2 . ^  ’ conceal
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conceal his, satisfaction at the terror which they could thus easily excite 
among the Asiatics.

In three days then the army arrived at Iconium, the last town o f 
.Phrygia. Here i t  was on the border of the rebellious provinces, the’ 
pretended object of the expedition. Its force was much greater than 
the rebels Could ttnd(5rtake to incouhter. During five .d lys march 
through Lycaonia, the Greeks had permission to plunder, and they met 
with no opposition, or none worth their historian’s notice. In Lycaonia 
the’ Cilician princess toolc leave of Cyrus, to go, by the nearest road 
across the mountains, into her own country. In compliment,, real or 
pretended, her escort was augmented with a body of Greeks, under 
the orders of Menon* a young Thessalian, who held the  ̂immediate 
command of the troops.raised by Aristippus. The circumstances alto
gether seem to indicate that the object of her extraordinary visit'had 
been political; To divert the Pei^ian prince from his purpose o f passing 
through'Cilicia; and that the hCpe, still entertained, of obtaining by 
negotiation what had been denied to the first solicitation, induced her 
to accompanybis march so long. Cyrus however persevered in his 
intention, tbo in uncertainty whether Syennesis would not oppose his * 
passing the mountains. 'I'he^more important object therefore, in detach
ing MenoU, waste open a eommunicatioft with the fleet under'f'amos 
apd Samius, which had been ordered to the Cilician coast, and, by a force 
within the country, possessing that commun ication, to make the passage 
of the mountains, in all events, more secure for the body of the army. .

Meanwhile the prince, moving still m tw ard through'Cappadocia, in 
four days reached Dana,, a.large and- populous town, whence a formed 
carriage-way, the best across the rugged ridge o f TaUfus, led directly 
to Tareus, • the Cflieian capitaCj steep, however, in many parts, and 
commanded, so that a. very small force might stop a large army. No 
inteUigence had yet arriiVied frCmi Menon, and report was circulated 
that; Syennesis in person  ̂ with a powerfiil body of troops, had occupied 
the heights, commanding the. passage. During the halt, which these 
circumstances occasioned; two Persian olficers'of high rank were exe
cuted. Runior went of a  conspiracy; but the usual secrecy of a despotic 
adminjstration denkd all particulars to public knowtege.

. ' After
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After thtee days delay, the satisfactory intelligence arrived, that the 
passage of the mountains was open : that the detachment Under Menon 
was already within the ridge; aml> what had contributed not a little 
to deter the opposition meditated by Syenhesis, that the fleet was on 
the'coast. The highlands were accordingly traversed Without oppo
sition, and .the array, proceeding in four days above eighty rniles, 
thsough a Well Av̂ atered, highly cultivated, and* very fruitful vale, 
bounded by lofty mountains, arrived at Tarsus.

With surprize and regret it was found, that this large and lately flou
rishing town had been plundered und was nearly deserted: even the 
prince’s palaBe bad been stripped; and Syennesis, with tbe principal 
inhabitants, bad Avithdrawn to a  strong bold on tbe neighboring moun- 

' tains, to avoid farther injury from Menon.'* Cyriis had hot penetrated 
this young nian’s character, through a fair exterior, so happily as that 
of the veteran Clearchus, under a forbidding aspect. MenOn possessed 
very considerable talents, recommended by an elegant person and an 
ingaging,manner; but he^had'a most depraA'ed mind, Atitb an inordi
nate appetite for-riches and pleasure, unrestrained by crtbcr fear or 
shame. In attributing this to hi»V says, Xenophon,. I give him: but 
his well-known due. The alledgeA provocation, for his violences at 
Tarsus, Avas an attack among the defiles, in Avhich a hundred Greeks had 
fallen. The loss had certainly been sustained; but the Cilicians averred 
that the intolerable rapines o f  Menon>. as he traversed the Country, had 
provoked the attack. Cyrys sent a message to Syennesis, requiring his 
attendance, in Tarsus.^ The Cilioian answered, ‘ That hU never had 
‘ appeared before a superior, nor Would lie now.’  Bpyaxa bowdvbr 
interfering as lUediatrix, Syennesis, after receiving solemn assur f̂icO 
of safety, ob^ed the requisition. An exchange Avas then made of 
honorsTor money. Syennesis advanced a very large sum to Cyrus, and Anab. l.i. 
received, in return, says the historian, such gifts as are held honorable 
among princess; a hors© Avifch a golden b it; a chain of goldj bracelets, 
a golden battle'-axe; a Persian rObe, aUd a promise that his country 
‘should he no farther plundered, and, moreover, that slokn slaves, 
AvhereverfoundjsJiouldberestored to their owners; the only reparation, 
apparently, ever,'proposed.for the plunder of the capital.

Cyrus
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Cyrus Halted in Tarsus twenty days. In this leisure the Greeks- 
obserred among oneanptlierj th.at the Peisidian mountains were now 
left far behind thlrri f  that the pretence of War there had evidently been 
a fa lla c y a n d  many cirenmstances gave to suspect that the prince’s 
real design was against his brother’s throne. O f  the generals,. Clear- 
chus only \vas in the seeret; but the others were mostly ready to con- 
eur in a project whioli, with considerable danger indeed, held out the' 
hope of immense reward. The soldiers however, for whom the allure
ment was not equal, were loss disposed to the toil and the perils ; and, 
when at length orders came for marching still eastward, they univer- . 
sally declare^, it waS for no such distant service they had ingaged them
selves, and they would go no farther. Clearchus immediately resorted 
to bis usual rough means n f  compulsion; but they were no longer 
borne ; the mutiny broke out with violence ; stones were thrown, first 
at his sumpter bprSes, theni gt himself, and with difficulty he escaped 
ajive. ; : ; . -

Information of these circumstances gave Cyrus the deepest anxiety. 
He Irad^already advanced too far to retreat with either honor or safety; 
and, depriWed of his regular infantry, his force would be too inferior 
for any reasonable hope of success against the myriads of the great king, 
Rut the able and experienced Clearchus did not so cease to trus't in his 
own.ability to sway the minds of men. He desii ed a meeting of his people, - 
as in civil assembly, and they came quietly together. Addressing them 
in terms tending only to yeconGiljajtion and-^he recovery of their confi-, 
dence, they listened patiently. Protesting then that he would neither 
oppose nor desert thdm, he said if  they thought him unworthy any longer 
to. pommand, he would obey.  ̂ N ot only his own people declared their 
attachment, but'more than two thousand othersj of the body drawn 
from the Ionian garrisons; hitherto under the Arcadian. :Xenias, and 
the troops raised for the siege of Miletus, under Pasion of Megara, n ow ,' 
without regarding .any longer the orders o f those generals, ar -̂anged 
themselves under the cornmand of Clearchus. .

' .  Bub' in resolving to .proceed no farther with Cyrus^ the means of 
returning to Ionia had been little considered by the soldiers; how thC' 
passage of the mountains was to be. secured,, and how, without p ay,:

subsistence
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subsistence Avas. to be obtained.' More-meetingE'‘ Avere held; various 
and contrary' opinions were urged ; and the perplexity was so skilfully 
managed by Clearchus and his confidential' officers, that, disagreeing 
©n every other proposal, it was at length universally resolved . to send 
Clearchus himself, with some other's, to demand of the prince on Avhat 
service he meant to employ them. Cyru% being duly prepared by pri
vate eommurrication, received the deputation graciously, and, in answer, 
said, ‘ that according to intelligence lately arrived, his enemy the satrap 
‘ o f Syria,-Abroconias, w’as in camped on the’ baiik of the Euphrates,

. * only twelve days march from Tarsus. I f  he'found him there, he rneant 
‘ to take vengeance on him; if  not, he Avbuld' there consult rvith thenu 
‘ what measure should next be taken," .

This speech did not deceive the Greeks; but it might incourage; By 
showing them, as it strongly marks to posteiaty, the iiicoherent texture 
of the Persian governnjent, when the ptu-pose of private war against the 
governor o f a great province, so near the center of the empire, m^ht 
be boldly avowed by the governor of another province, still maintaining 
the pretence of allegiance to the throne. - Their perplexity therefore 
not heing in any degree relieved, if  they persisted in their first resolu
tion, they presently came to a determination, to'profit as they*might 
from the existing, circumstances, and to-use-them for a pretenee tb« 
demmid an increase ©f pay, rather'than, by deserting, the prince’s ser
vice, to go without pay. Cyrus readily gratified them with the promise 
of an additional half daric monthly.- Their former monthly pay was a» 
daric,- being nearly sixpence daily.

■ The , march was now quietly resumed, and in five days the army 
reached Issus, a large arid wealthy seaport, near the eastern limit of 
Cilicia. . The fleet Avaŝ  already arrived there, CQrisisting of tAfenty-fiÂ e 
Phenician and thirty-five Grecian ships. The'Egyptian Tamos com
manded in chief. The Lacedffimoniah admiral Pythagoras, who,, ae- 

‘ eording to the nsual yearly change in the Lacedasmonian service,: had 
superceded Samius, served under -him. They brought 'an acceptable 

.addition to the land-force,. o f seven hundred heavy-armed Greeks, 
commanded by Cheirisophus, a Lacedaemonian. Another reinforce
ment soon, after arrived at Issus,.small in itself,, but, from the attending

_ circumstances,.
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circumstances/big'hly gratifying to Cyi'iis. I t  consisted o f about four 
hundred Grecian heavy-armed, who,had been in the service of Abro.- 
comas  ̂ satrqi of Syria: so far did the Greeks-no,w vrander in quest of 

military pay, and so extensively were their valor and discipline in 
request. But, ivhether the treatment they had, met with disgusted, or 
.the fame of the prince’s liberality allured, all deserted the satrap, and 
offered themselves in a body to Cyrus ; professing their readiness to 
march anywhere under hia orders, tho it should'be against the king ■ 

' . himself
Less than twehty miles beyond Issus eastward, the ridge of TaiirUs 

meets the shore, so that ja narrow way only, under lofty precipices' 
against the sea, remains practicable fon an army. Two fortresses corii- 
manded this pass; one on the Syrian side, garrisoned by the great 
k ing; the other on the Cilician side, held by the king of C ilicia; for 
so far the Cilicrah king was a sovereiiiu* Opposition was expected here' 
from Abrocomas, such as might prevent or very inconveniently delay- 

,s. 5. the army’s progress. Had such been found, it was proposed to trans
port the troops by sea to Phenicia. But the satrap, tho said to have 

'5. had three hundred thousand men under his command, left the narrow
unguarded, and the army entered Syria unresisted, 

s. 7. • The next halt Was at Hyriandrus, a Phenician seaport of consider-'
able trade. There the Grecian generals Pasion .and Xenias, without 
giving any notice of their purpose,'imbarked .aboard a merchant-sliip, 
with their effects, and sailed for Greece. N o cause for tills desertion 
was known ; unless it was that* those of the troops formerly under their 
orders, which, on -occasion of the mutiny at. Tarsus, ‘had seceded to 
Clearchus, remained still under that general, and that Cyrus had not 
interfered to require tlieir return under obedience to their former com
manders. Tho unceremdnious 'departure o f  those generals excited 
alarm among sdme, and indigfiatiqn among most o f  the Greeks; 
and it gave great uneasiness, with very just cause, to Cyrus. Ih 
the necessity of courting, at the same time, and in the same camp, 
the attachment o f troops so differing in mannei’% sentiments, and pre
judices, as the Greeks and Orientals, it would often be difficult to 
decide how to manage command, so as. to offend neither the proud 

4  - " ■ - ‘ servility
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servility of these, nor the turbulent Independency of the others. To carry 
an equal and stecldy discipline, indeed, wouldlae scarcely possible ; but, 
in all his communication with the Greeks, Cyrus seems to hav'e Shown 
a superior mind, and not least upon the present occasion. Calling 
together the generals, he sa id ,P a s io n  and Xenias had left him. It 
‘ would however be easy for his triremes to overtake their heavy vessel,
 ̂ and bring them back, if  such could be- his purpose. But they were 
‘ free to go, with the consciousness which must attend them, that they 
* deserved worse of him than he .o f them. Their wives, aiid children,
‘ residing at Tralles, hostages at his command, should also be restored 
‘ to them ; for those who had oqce served him well, should never expe-. 

riehce severity from him for meerly quitting his service,’
His "conduct altogether, very grateful to the' Greeks, infused new s. y. 

alacrity among them, and a general readiness appeared for proceeding 
still eastward. A  fortnight’s rnarch then brought the army to the large 
town of Thapsacus on the Euphrates^ There Cyrus declared to the s. lo, li. 
Grecian generals that his purpose was against his brother the great king, 
and desired them to communicate the information to the soldiers, and 
endevor to ingage their willing service. Long as this had been sus
pected, the conamunicatidn, now at length made, was irot well received.
The sold iers accused their commanders of concealing from them a s. 12.- 
matter so interesting, which themselves had long known : tho in reality 
Clearchus alone had been intrusted with the secret.. Among various 
murmurs, it  was observed by some,, that if  they went on, they should 
deserve at least a gratuity equal to what those had received, who, under 
the command o f Xenias,'had attended Cyrus, when he went to visit 
the late king his father. * These circumstances being reported to the s. is. 
prince, he immediately promised a gratuity, considerably exceeding 
the demand, to the amount.of sixteen pounds sterling for every soldier, 
on their arrival at Babylon, and tlreir full pay besides, till they shoul4  

reach Ionia again.
While some expressed themselves highly satisfied with so liberal a 

promise, from one unaccustomed to fall short of his promises, but others 
yet hesitated at the prospect o f so hazardous an enterprize at such a 
distance from their own country, 'Menon had the address to persuade s.i4--if. 

y o n .I I L  R . " his
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his people to earn the first fav’̂ or of a generous prince, who, if they only 
were true to him and to fllemselves, would be soon by far the greatest 
monarch in the world. Before the general resolution of the army could 
be collected, he gave the word to marohj and was obeyed. The Eu
phrates, whose occasional violence denied bridges, whose depth in that 
part vehy rarely admitted fording, atid from whose banks all boats had 
been removed by the care 0.t Abrncoraas, happened to be then just ford
able. Menonled through ; bis troOps followed, and immediately began 
to incamp on the other side. An'Officer was presently dispatched to- 
them with the prince’s thanks, and assurance, that it should be his care 
to deserve their thanks; with the emphatical expression added, that, 
i f  he failed, they should no longer call him Cyrus. The service was 
indeed very important, for the example was immediately decisive; the 
whole army crossed the river, and incamped on the left bank.

The Greeks being thus at length clearly ingaged in war against the 
king, the army moved again, and in nine days reached the Mesopota- 
mian desert; described by Xenophon, under the name of Arabia, level 
as the sea; not a tree to be seen ; every shrub and herb, even to the 
very reeds, aromatic; but the principal produce wormwood. Five days, 
this di’eary country was traversed, to Corsota, a large deserted town on 
the river MascaS; and there provisions'were distributed for the formi
dable march of hear three hundred miles *, through a still more barren 
region, to the gate, as it was called, of the fruitful Mesopotamiav 
Thirteen days were employed in this passage, in which corn failed the 

p.S. s.5, 6. men, and forage the cattM, insomuch that many of the latter died.
Some relief was at length obtaiped from a large town on the other side 
of the Euphrates ; bat during the halt made for the purpose, a dissen- 
tion arose among the Greeks, wliich threatened the most fatal conse
quences. In tbe fear of giving umbrage, Cyrus had allowed each 
Grecian-general to retain the independent command of the troops which

Anab. 1.1. 
<*4. s. 18. 
c. 5. s. 1.

S. 4.

®.Xenophon has given.the naeasure in pa- 
rasangs j but they wete computed only, and 
of course uncertain. According to the com
mon allowance of four miles to a parasang, 
the distance would be.mOre than three hun

dred miles. Those who desire critical infor
mation concerning the geography of the 
Anabasis, will find advantage in consulting 
Forster’s .Dissertation annexed to- Spelman’a 
translation.

had
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had been uncfer liis orders before they assembled; himself alone actiitg 
as immediate eOmmander-in-Ghief of the Grecian forces. But a dispute 
arising between some of Menoh’s soldiers ahd those of Clearchus, the 
JLacedjemonian general took upon himself to judge it, and ordereiS one 
of Menon’s'men to be wkipped. It is, I believe, the first instance 
recorded o f such a military punishment among the Greeks; unless the 
chastisement of Thersites by Ulysses, reported in the Iliad, might be 
considered as such. On the same day, Clearchus, riding with a small 
escort through Menon’s camp, Uas assaulted by the incensed comrades 
o f  the punished soldier, with such violence that his life was indangered. 
Escaping however to his own camp, his anger so overcame his prudence 
that he called his people to arms; and the fortunately ready interven
tion of Proxenus, with admonition: and intreaty, jadiciously supported 
by the sight of armed troops at hand, hardly restraiaed his fury. It 
gave time however for Cyrus himself to interfere, who hastened to the 
Grecian line, and addressed the generals with this remarkable admoni
tion : ‘ O f the .consequences of What yoq are abont,^ he said, ‘ I am 
‘ sure you are not aware. I f  you fight with ope-another, that very day 
‘ I shall be cut off, and then your fate will npt be distant. For this 
‘ whole Asiatic army, if they see our affairs go ill, instantly will turn 
‘ against us, and, in studious display of enmity to us, will ev£n exceed 
‘ the king’s forces.’ Clearchus felt the sensible, pathetic, and indeaf- 
ing rebuke  ̂ and quiet Atas restored in the Grecian camp.

The army marching-again, had already entered the fruitful Mesopo
tamia, or Babylonia, when a letter was delivered to Cyrus, indicating 
a most dangerous treachery. Orontas, his kinsman, whom we have 
seen twice in arms against him, and.still restored to favoV and eonfidence, 
held a great command in the army. Apparently his extensive credit 
and influence, and, arpid the general deficiency o f the Persian officers, 
his superior military reputation, made his assistance so desirable and 
even necessary for the expedition, that much was knowingly hoarded 
to Obtain it. The letter rvas from Orontas himself to the king, conimU’- 
nicating intelligence, and promising service. ,

In this danger from his Persian followers, we see a reason for the 
prince’s attachment to his Greeks, perhaps not less weighty than that
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arising from his kilo\i'kge of their superiority as soldiers. From the 
moment they were 'decidedly ingaged in the enterprizO, their interest 
was much more inseparably blended with his, than that of perhaps 
any of his Asiatics. Orontas, therefore, being arrested, and seven of 
the principal , Persian officers summoned, as a military council, or 
court-martial, to the prince’s teat, three thousand Greeks were ordered 
on guard around, and Clearchus was called in to assist at the delibera
tion. Cyrus himself explained the prisoner’s crimes, and all that he 
said was allowed by Orontas to be true. I f  the proceedings of a Per  ̂
sian military tribunal wei*e not decided by any very well-regulated

s. .system of distributive justice, we shall not wonder. But Cyrus seems 
to have been desirous to show, that hot the unceremonious decision

• only of a despotic government, but the fixed rules of a free people, ■ 
would condemn Orontas. He called upon Clearchus first to declare 
his opinion. The inattention of the Spartan general to any principle,, 
such as the fame of his republic lor equal law might give to expect 
from him, arid the declaration of his decision, on the contrary, by a 
rule of meer convenience, so adapted to purposes of tyranny that it 
might serve as a complete code of criminal* jurisprudence for a Turkish 
bashaw, may indeed excite surppize. ‘ I think,’ said Clearchus, as 
the Athenian philosopher, without a comment, reports his speech, ‘ that 

■ ‘ the prisoner deserves death, and I advise that it be inflicted ; that so 
‘ the necessity o f constantly ^vatching secret enemies may not prevent 
‘ exertions for the advantage of our friends.’ - But whatever we may

t .  6. s. 10. think of Clearchus as a lawyer, he was undoubtedly a politician. 'His
argumeot at once decided the court. Tho some of the members were 
nearly related to the prisoner, all voted for his death. The prince him
self pronounced cohdemnatiou; and Orontas was then cotiducted to 
the tent of Artapatas.- As he passed, an instance of the decency of 
Persian manners excited the admiration o f the Greeks: tho the sen- 
tence*had been made public, yet all-the crowd showed him-the same 

• reverence as when in the height of his power and most in favor with 
s. n . the prince. After entering the tent o f Artapatas,, he was never more.

seen, nor was it ever known to the Greeks by wbat kind of execution 
he died, or how his body was disposed of. The other circumstances 

1 ' - were
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were not denied to'the public; and as Clearchns felated to his friends 
what passed ia  the prince’s tent, it comes to us from the pen of 
Xenophon with an' authority seldom to be found fbr such, trans
actions.

Treachery and sedition being thus checked, the army moved, and 
after three days march in Babylonia, it was expected on the morrow to 
meet the king’s forces. The want of system in the command o f the 
Grecian troops was, now in some degree remedied. Cyrus directed 
that, for the order of battle, Clearchns should command, the right 
wing, and Menon the left. Next mo*rning, some deserters bringing 
accounts,, supposed more certain, of the enemy’s approach. Gyrus sent 
for the Greek'generals and tochages, and spoke to them in these re
markable terms:. , - '

‘ It v/as not, as you will readily suppose, in any want of yout.num- 
‘ bers to swell my army,> that I ingaged you in tny service, but in the 
‘ belief that you-were much superior to far greater nuttibers of bar- 
* barians. What therefore I have now to desire of you Is, that , you 
‘ show yourselves worthy of that freedom: which you inherit, and for 
‘ which I esteem you fortunate; and I profess to you, that I should 
‘ myself prefer that freetlom to all I possess; or to much greater pqs- 
‘ sessions, held at the arbitrary will of another, • .

‘ For the battle we expect, it may be proper then to app'rize you,
‘ that the enemy’s multitude will appear formidable; tbŝ t their shout 
‘ of onset will be imposing; but, i f  you are firm against these, I am 
‘ even ashamed to say What contemptible sojdiers you will find my 
‘ fellowcountrymen to be. You then only exerting yourselves as may 
 ̂ be expected, I am, confident of acquiring means equal to my wishes,
‘ to send those home the envy of their^CoUntry, who may d,esire to 
‘ return home;, but I trust the far greater number ' of you will 
‘ prefer the advantages which I  shall have opportunity to offer in 
‘ my service,’ .  ̂ -

Gaulites, a. Samian, replied to this speech, declaring plainly the 
doubts of the army, both of the prince’s disposition and of his ability,, 
whatever their services and his success, might be, to perform such mag-

' nificerft
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nificent promises. But Gaulites was in the“ prince’s confidence ;̂ and 
Xenophon’s account altogether g'ives reason to suppose that his reply 
was preconcerted. It gave opportunity however for Cyrus  ̂in a second 
speech, to remove all distrust, and he dismissed those first called, and 
others afterward admitted, full of high'hopes for themselves, and zeal 
for his service, which were communicated through the army. The 
transaction altogether shows that Cyrus had studied the Grecian cha
racter carefully and successfully.

 ̂ 1'’ \*3 Grecian forces being thjis prepared (what passed in tlie, Asiatic
' line, probably little known, is seldom noticed by Xenophon) the whole 

ai'm}'’ marched in ordey o f battle. Only five miles onward, a wide arid 
deep trench, extending above forty miles, had been formed purposely 
to obstruct the prince’s progress. The canals, little distant, connect
ing thje Euphrates an.d the Tigris, gave opportunity to float it, so as to 
form a strong line o f defence tô  the country beyond. After so much 
expence and labor, in so advantageous and important a situation, strong- 
opposition to the passage of that trench was expected.. The tracks, 
however only, of a multitude of retreating men and horses were found 
there. Upon this occasion a remarkable instance occurred of Persian 

. respect for Grecian superstition; hightened however possibly by the 
existing urgency, which made the service of- the Greeks ko important, 

c. 7. s. 14. , On the eleventh day before the arrival of the army at the trench, an 
Ambraciot soothsayer, named Silanus, sacrificing, had boldly asserted, 
as what his skill in divination inabled him to foretel, that, within ten 
days, the king would not fight. This being reported to Cyrus, whether 
pleased with the prognostic itself, or only'secoiiding the incouragement

 ̂W r k  Kvpa.— C y ro  fidus.—A man oMde- 
lity to Cyrus. Spelmati.

Thus the translators. But the different 
sense I have given, being, I think, unques
tionably warranted by the' original, ̂ 1 have 
’no doubt in preferring it. Yet it seems as 
if Spelman thought ®nro; would bear no other 
sense than that expressed in his translatioii; 
for in another place he has given the same 

, interpretation of the same word, where the 
context would lead to- suppose it wholly un

warrantable. 'Otya-a-^Kupij) wiroree.roi, is said, 
by the historian, of men in the very act .jf 
a signal treachery. - (Anab. 1. 2.- c. 5. s. p.) 
This Spelman translates, ‘ who liad shown 
‘ the greatest fidelity to Cyrus.' It appears, 
I must own, to me not at all intended by 
thcghistorian to give so' honorable a testi
mony to such men, but on the contrary to 
show in a stronger light their.base falsehood, 
by remarking that they had been much in 
the confidence of Cyrus. ,

-it

    
 



S£CT, II. M A R C  H O F C Y  R U S.

it might infuse into others,• especially the Greeks, he answered, ‘ Then. 
‘ he will not fi.ght at a ll; and if the event justifies the prophecy, I will 
‘ give the soothsayer ten talents.’ Mindful of his word, he accordingly 
sent for Silanus, ,'and gave him three thousand \ darics; being, in 
Persian money, the full amount of ten Attic talents, and more than 
two thousand pounds sterling.

But, whatever credit iiiight be really given to the Ambraciot, the 
total desertion of a defence, formed with so much labor and cost, led 
Cyrus and his principal advisers to believe that the king meant to 
avoid a battle, t Next day therefore order was less diligently kept, and 
in the following morning, the prince himself quitting his. horse for his 
chaijot, the ‘whole army assumed the improvident carelessness of a 
peaceful march ;. many of the soldiers, as the sun got high, to relieve 
themselves in the oppressive heat, committing their heavy armour to 
the w'aggons and sumpter-horses. 'The proposed day’s progress tvas 
nearly completed,*^when Patagyas, a Persian of rank, came urging his 
fainting horse’s speed, and; as he passed, calling out,, in Persian to 
the Asiatics, in ■ Greek to the Greeks, ‘ that the king’s army was 
‘ approaching in order of battle.’ Tumult pervaded the extensive line ; 
all imagining the enemy would be upon them before they could be 
duly formed. Cyrus leaped from his chariot  ̂ armed himself, mounted 
his horse, and hastily issued, his orders.

The disposition for battle w'as nevertheless completed, midday 
pasfod, and no en^ny appeared. Soon however, as the historian who 
was present describes it, a dust was observed in the distance, like a 
white cloud ; and, after some time, a darkness spreading over the plain. 
Presently then the glittering of the polished armour was seen, and 
shortly the spears and the ranks became discernible. Cyrus rode 
himself to view the king’s disposition, and then, coming to the 
Grecian line, by his interpreter ordered Clearchus to direct his march 
to the.eireroy’s center; ‘ for there,’ he said, ‘ the king has his station;

, ‘ and nothing more is wanting to complete our business, than to de- 
‘ feat that part of their army.’

Cyrus, little experienced in military command, seems to have 
wanted able advisers. Probably the jealousy of the Asiatics would not

readily
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readily admit the association of Clearchus in*fheir councils; and it was 
necessaiy foi;. Cyrus, as far a§ possible, to avoid disgusting'any lo f  his 
followers. His Greeks wore now about ten thousand four hundred 

 ̂ heavy-armed, and two thousand four hundred targeteers : his Asiatics 
nearly a hundred thousand, in large proportion cavalry ; and he .had 
twenty chariots armed  ̂ with sithes. The king’s forces, according to 
the concurrent reports of deserters, likely however to be exaggerated, 
were nine hundred thousand; and his sithed chariots wereli hundred and 
fifty. The Greeks held the right of the prince’s army, with their right 
flank covered by the Euphrates. Clearchus, of a temper not readily 
to obey any orders against his dwrt opinion, was perhaps displeased not 
to have been consulted about the disposition for battle. .He knew 
however that tho report might have amplified the king’s numbers, 
they were certainly so superior to those of Cyrus, as to outflank him 
by more than half his army, He saw the safety of those under him, 
his own credit,-and perhaps the best prospect of final success.,to the 
prince’s cause, in keeping his flank still covered by the. river.  ̂ Re
solved therefore not to part with so important an advantage,^ he 
avoided a direct refusal of obedience to the prince’s command, by 
answering, in general terms, ‘ that he would take care all should go, 
w e llT  ' ■ ,

s.io,ii. Cyrus continued riding in front Of the line, viewing every part j 
and as he again approached the Grecian phalanx, -Xenophon rode to
ward him, and asked j f  he had any commands. ‘ Only,’ said the 
prince, ‘ let the Greeks be informed that the sacrifices are all favor- 
‘ able.’ At that instant a murmur through the Grecian ranks drew 
his attention, and he asked M'hat it meant. Xenophon answered, that 
the officers-wcre cornm.unicating a new word, given out for the occa
sion. ‘ What is it.?’ said Cyrus. ‘ Protecting Jupiter and Victory,’ 
answered Xenophon. ‘ I accept the omeii,’ replierl the prince, ‘ be it 
‘ so ;’ and immediately rode away toward the center of his army.

* It is impossible to read Plutarcb’fi criti- eplogy of Xenopbon, and at the fame time 
.cism of the conduct of Clearchus (Plut. Ar- his inattobtion to hirn, witl̂ ut Some wonder 
tax. p. 1856.) without a smile at hjs pre- at liis extreme carelessness, 
sumptuous ignorance; or to Observe his •

It

    
 



SEcr.ir. ' BATTLE OF CUNAXA.
It was well knpwti to tlie king*s officer? Ikat no Asiatic -infantly 

could withstand the Grecian phalanx, and that no Asiatic cavalry 
would-dare to charge it. The proposed resource, ip this decided in* 
feriority o f  the troops, was-to use the armed chariots as an artillery ; 
and they were indeed formidable weapons,- when their operations were 
duly guided*. The horses, to forCe,their way througlk protended 
spears, bore defensive armour*: a paraTef on the chariot protected the 
driver: sithes, projecting, downward under the axle-tree, and ob
liquely from each eijd, w’ere adapted to make havoc of whatever came 
in their course. • '

Tissaphernes, as, of the king’s general officers, most acquainted with 
the Grecian military practice, was appointed to the comhiand pf the. 
Aving , opposed to the^Greeks. He was already within half a mile of 
their line, when Cyrus left them. The Greeks  ̂ observing bis approach, 
sang the pman, advanced, an^,' quickening pace by degrees, at length 
ran in phalanx. T ’he effect o f this spnited movement Was beyond 
expectation.- The charge o f the chariots, Avhich alone would have 
been formidable, was obviated,by it. For; the Persian infantry flying, 
Avithont even discharging att effectual arrow, and the cavalry giving 
no support, the charioteers mostly quitted their carriages, and tlie test 
droye'a^yay. A  few of those tremendotts wheeled weapons, deserted' 
by their drivers, Avere borne by the frightened horses against the 
Grecian lin.e, but none with any effect. Some, the horses stopping 
amazed, were taken, and some pushing on with that heedless fury which 
fright often inspires, passed through openings made for them by the 
ready discipline of the phalanx'’. The greater part, turning after their 
own troops, inhanced the alarm and hastened the flight, not Avithout

Up

Anab. 1.1. 
c. 8. S..12,

I 5 So we team from Xenophon’s account 
of their effect on 'another occasion. Hel. 
1.4. c. l. s.p. * _

* In the passage referred to in the fore
going note, we-find menpOu’ of the defen
sive armour of the Persian sithedrchariot- 
horses, Which does not' occur in the ac- 
coun'f of the battle of Cunaxa ; in which 
nevertheless troop-horses are mentioned'

beariiig defensive armour,-so that it can 
scarcely be doubted but the cbariot-hCrse* 
would be at leasi equally protected.,

 ̂ This iŝ the sense that Spelman, by a 
judicious and apparently well founded cor
rection, has given to the passage, whieh,̂ ia 
the printed copies of the Anabasis, is cCH- 
tradictory and absurd.

S hayoe
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hapoc'of the disorderly baiids. The Greeks, surprized at their easy 
yictoryj * with a steddy pace pursued. ► '

Tissaphernes, n ot-of a terriper to set the example, generally so* 
^necessary tô  produce bold exertion' among Asiatic troops, and disap
pointed of the etfect of his chariots. On which he had wholly depended 
for success against the Grecian phalanx' nevertheless formed hopes to 
gain, %Pith little risk, the credit of some success against the Greeks, 
through his know lege of the formation of their armies. ’ Avoiding the 
heavy.-armed, with his cavalry he charged the targeteers. But these 
openiri'g (for they were highly disciplined, and com^manded by an able 
officer, Episthenes of Amphipolis) the horse went through, and suffered 
from javelins in passing, without returning a wound. The attempt was 
not repeated; and thus a great victory, in all appearance, was obtained 
hy the Greehs, almost without- a battle  ̂ for a very few bowshot 
Wounds only had heeh received in the left of the phalanx *, and not. a 
hiaix was killed. ^

The decision had been So rapid, thabthe center of the armies was not 
yetingaged. In someleisurej therefore, the-snccess o f the Greeks was 
observed by Cyrus and those, about him, and soTarge a portion of the 
irbyal forces "were seen to join in the* flight, that warm hopes were, 
excited among all, and the-ready flattery of some complimented the 
prince ns already king. Cyrus -however had a mind greater than to 
be so misled. Attentiv.e to  all points, 
that the king was in ‘the center of his 
regular post. This extended beyond the'extreme of the prince’s left, 
and had in no degree partaken of the disorder o f the wing under Tissa? 
phernes. I t  had been the advice anxiously urged to Cyrus by the 
Grecian generals, who knew that on his life all their hopes depended, 
not to risk his person in action. Whether through vain glory, or false 
shame, or any just consideration of the importance of his example to

he had now satisfied himself 
army, generally-esteemed his

® ruhutv/*^ri>^ev6iifat tsf eXeysla. Spel- a good gramHiarî , and well Ictiew his own 
man has translated this as if XenophO© had language, has better given-the true meaning ‘ 
meant .precisfely to say that" o'nly one man of the phrase; Tpr y* ’EAXwftfV'-pao-b avaipsfiS- 
was wounded. It appears to me that Dio- m  iv U v »f  1 .14i. s. 25.
dorus, who, tho a miserahle historian,'Was, ’ •

Asiatict
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Asiatic troops,'lie resclvetj not ;t£i shun danger, biit rather to lead, 
the way to daring êxertion. He.Vas however waiting steddily for 
opportunity, when that large part of the king’s line which outflanked 
him, wheeled to turn his flank,, C3n’us then, with ready judgement, 
chose the moment of (evolution, to xharge the guardmf six thousand, 
which preceded the king. He routed them, and, according to report, 
he killed their commander, Artagerses,-with his own hand* The king’s ' 
immediate guard, and the king himselfl were thus-laid open to vigw% s. is, i9- 
Stimulated by ambition and revenge at th® sight, and flnshed with ‘ 
success, he then forgot the duty of the general. While the greater 
part of his troops, heedless o f Order, pursued the fugitives, he with a 
small batid made a furious charge, broke through to the king, rode 
at him'with his javelin, and wounded him in the breast ; hut immedi
ately received a wound in the face, and, being OverpoU êred, was pre
sently killed, with eight of his principal officers, who vajnly exerted 
themsdves in his defence These circumstanees, not within the means 
of Xenophon’s personal, knowlege, hi? has related on the authority  ̂of,
Ctesias, a Greek physican, then in the Service o f Artaxerxes,' and 
employed to^cure the wound received from Cyrus. ^

The prince’s head and right hand, cut. off |nd carried: about,, an* c*10. s,i. 
nounced his fate to* both armies. The right wing rand center o f the 
king’s then advanced with alacrity. TheJeft o f the prince’s, com* 
manded by ’AriseUs, did not Wait the’ assault. They fled; and. all the 
Asiatic line followed the example; ndne stopping till they reached the 
preceding day’s station. Their camp; became the unresisting-prey off 
the conqueror. A  Milesian girl, o f the prince’s train, nmning almost s. 
naked from his pavilion, reached, the Grecian camp; and was among 
the first to communicate alarm there. A  Thoceean, lyho had been mncK 
in his favor,: and who was admired fpv the extent of her kuo.wlege and 
the elegance x>f her manners, even more than for her peison, which still . 
in declining youth was beautiful, remained the king’s prisoner ,̂ -The

Their story may deserve tEis notice, not wfeat tEey, have related'of the Persians, 
<mly as it assists tqniark the manners of the which some modern writers hstve overbpldly, 
times, but also as it assists to mark the and with little examination, Controverted. > 
means occurring to the Greeks for knowing • - . '

*s 2, Milesian
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Milesian found protectiori from the bravery and skill in arms o f the 
small number of her fello^v-cpuntrjFmen, left to guard their camp. It 

presently attacked, and mostly plundered;; for they were unequal 
' to the defence of its extent ; but at length they repulsed the pillagers , 

with much slaughter, ,
Intelligence was carried, nearly at the same time, to the king, that 

‘ the Greeks had routed and were pursuing hi’s left wing, and to the 
Greeks, that the king’s forces were plundering their camp. Success 
and pursuit U'cre leading them away from each otlier. Both turned; ■ 
l?ut the king, instead of meeting the Greeks, passed them. , The Greeks 
then changed their front, so that the ‘tiver might secure their reah 
Upon this the king- also changed his front, as i f  to meet them. The 
Greeks advanced, with confidence increased, by the experiefice of the 

. day, and they were not deceived; for, from a greater distance than 
s. s, 9. * the wing under Tlssaphemes, the Persians now fled them assault. The .

: Greeks pursued. On a bill, overlooking a village not distant, a large*
body o f the Persian cavalry checked its flight, and formed, as i f  
resolved to maintain that' advantageous ground. No Persian infantry 
then remained in sight; and while the Greeks halted to prepare for 
attacking the horse, these also fled and appeared no more, 

s. 10. .The sun was now setting,, and the Greeks wondered that they had
neither seen Cyrus, nor received orders from him confident, never
theless,. that, as, with their small numbers Unsupported, they remained 
so Completely masters* of the field, after so little elfort, and with almost 
no loss, he'eoUld be employed only by the consequences, of victory. 
After some, consultation whether they, should send for their tents and 

. necessaries, they resolved rather to return to their Tamp, Reaching it 
about dark, they found it so far plundered and wasted, that, after 
having all passed the day without.refreshment, most were obliged to go 

]. ,to jest fasting-; but sfill with the satisfactory .hope that victory had 
been on their side complete. • ,

1. 2. c. 
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Sect. III. D IF F IC U L T IE S  OF THE ’ GREEKS. TSS

S E C T I O N  III.

Return,  ̂ o f  the Greelcs: Treaty with the K in g : March through 
Mesopotamia and M edia: Circunvoention o f ike Generals.

A t daybreak the generals met; still wondering that neither orders Were 
come from Cyriis, nor intelligence. It was presently resnlred to march 
in quest of him. By sunrise all was ready Tor moving, when the arrival 
of two officers, of high rank in the prince’s Asiatic army, occasioned by 
a*pause; Glqus, son of the Egyptian Tamos, admiral o f  the fleet; and 
Proclesj descended fihm Demaratus, the baftished king of LacedSemon, 
whq attended Xerxes into Greece, and whose family injoyed hereditary 
emoluments and‘ honors'from the liberality of the Persian governrnent. 
Now first the mortifying intelligence waS Commuidcated, that Gyrus 
was no more. It was added, that Ariseus had conducted the flying 
remains of the Asiatic army to the ground of the former incampment, 
where he would wait for the Greeks, that day, but on the morrow Would 
certainly proceed for Ionia. ’ , ' .

Depressing as this was to the hopes of those who had thought fortune, 
far above atiy ordinary Greciari Scale, already their own, from the 
bounty o f a generous prince, raised by their services to the possession 
of almost countless wealth, and boundless empire, still,' looking to their 
own success, and to alf appearances around, the Greeks would not im- 
mediatelj’’ give* up all their lofty" ^pectations j and they thought they 
saw.a resource in the situation of Ariasus himself, ivho had before him, 
on one side, the fear of an ignominious death for hia rebellion; on the 
other the empire, which the superiority of the Grecian arms might give 
him. - -Menon, long connected by hospitality and familiar intercourse, 
with Ariaeus, offered himself for fhe negotiation ; and GHoiis and Pro- 
cles did not refuse to Concur in it. At the desire of Clearchus, the 
Lacedffiraonian Cheirisophus was joined in the commission, and all pre
sently departed together. . '

Meanwhile the victorious Greeks were reduced to the necessity of

Anab, l.'S.. 
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killing their baggage-cattle for food, and breaking up the empty and 
now .useless waggons fbr'fi.re, -for which however, with some satisfac
tion, they also collected -Persian arrows, darts, and wooden, shields, 
innumerably scattered over the field-of battle. They were thus occu- 
pied, when, about the middle o f the forenoon, arrived some persons, 
o f whom one was a Greek, demanding, in the name o f  the king and 
of Tissaphernes, to speak with the generals. The Greek was soon 
known to be Phalinus, who held a very honorable situation under the 
satrap, to which a reputation for military science had recommended 
him. .Their message imported, that the king required the Greeks to 
come ®nd surrender th^ir arms at his g a te ; and that .on no other 
condition would he show them favor' or mercy.' Highly as their easy 
yictory^had given them to rate the power of their arms, this message 
threw a sudden damp on their spirits. They began 4 0  consider 
their total want of necessaries in their present situation, the length of 
hostile continent, the ri.Vers, mountains, and deserts to  be crossed to 
reach their own Country, the uncertainty of assistance from Ariasus,’ 
and,* wholly destitute as they^were o f cavalry, the extreme difficulty of 
collecting provisions in an enemy’s cpuutry, and the danger of retreat, 
even from an enemy. Who might not dare to face fhem. Such circum-? 
stances force away the veil with Whibh, in ordinary situations, men 
are inabied, as prudence advises, to cover their sentiments,. The Arca
dian Cleanor,' eldest o f the generals, could not - repress his indignation. 
He sternly replied, they would die before they would surrender , their 
arn2s. Some, on the contrary, showed signs o f despondency; others 
cast about for new project tk  was recollected that Egypt, in revolt,

, had been long resisting the Persian arms, and th^t some of the Other 
distant provinces \?ere reteUiOus: it Was* Supposed the" king might be 
glad of their service, and the greater part were inclined to offer it.* The 
discussion was long. In the end,_ the necessity o f decision and the 
impossibility of Bringing opinions to agree, seem to have produced a 
general deference to the authority o f  Glearehus. Politic as bold, he 

■ answered, in the name o f  ill," ‘ We*Want our arms: i f  ̂ e  king desires 
‘ our friendship, for his service; if  he means enmity,.for our own safety.’ 
phalinus promised to report this answer faithfully, and then said he was 

' I ' ’ farther
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farther directed to inform them that, while they iremaiiied in their pre
sent station, the'king would‘consider a truce as exist!ngnyith them ; 
any movement he shbuld esteern a measure of-hostility. Clearchus 
took upon hinisHf immediately to reply for all: ‘ JBe it sp.’ ‘ How*

then,’ said Phalinus, ‘ truce or war ? ’ ‘ Truce,*’ sai^ Clearchus, ‘ if
* we stay, and war if  we move nor. would he give a more decisive
answer. • - .

Soon after the departure,of the king’s deputies, Erodes and Cheiri- 
sophus returned, leaving Menon with Arisus. They reported that 
Arieeus dedined the offer, of assistance for pretending to the Persian 
throne, alledging that his inferiority of feirth to many among the Per
sians too effectually excluded him: hut that̂  he Was desirous to have 
the Greeks accompany his ma’rch hack to Ionia, and he would therefore 
wait for them in his present camp the insuiilg night, but vrould unfail- 
ingly proceed next morfling. Sunset already approaching, ^uick decir 
sion was necessary. Some, vainly confident in their experience of supe
riority in the field, were now* for pushing hostilities against the king, 
Clearchus, quick to repress equally rash or despondent qounsd, evinced 
the folly of the proposal by telling them, ‘ that the king, as he knew 
‘ by certain intelligence, had passed the Tigris,' and they were totally -
* without means to follow him. Want o f provisions then denied their 
^,stay in their present station; and, in fact, cb,oix;‘.e of measures w.aS out ,
‘ of question: nothing reniained but to march back to Ionia; whidi,
‘ tho hazardous and difficult was not impossible. Besides, the sacri-'
‘ fices augured well to their return, and ill to every other measure.’
This was a deeisive afgament. Ah y'teWed to it, and^Clearchua, took 
upon himself to issire brd'ers formarching that evening. Neither com-  ̂  ̂
mission nor election iiad given him .authority over the other generals; *
hut, in this hazardous crisis, all acquiesced under the evident supe-_
-riority of his talents and" experience. ■

The. GreeksAvere . now, according to Xenophon’s account, by‘the 
line of march, reputed the shortest and best, which th ^  had pursued 
to Mesopotamia, near two thousand miles from Ephesus in Ionia, whi
ther they wished to retnfn, as the Grecian city, |f not absolut^y the 
nearest, yet tire nearest that would afford them ready means to proceed

ah ■
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all to their several homes, and 'perhaps the nearest that could be reached 
ivi|ihoirt even greater difficulties of way. This march-had employed 
them ninety-tliree-days, exclusively o f halting d a y s T h e  order for 
moving decided that they were at war with the king. I f  then deserters 

, . could hope for any kind reception, the considerations urging to desert 
might he powerful. Accordingly three hundred foot, with forty horse, 
all Thracians, commanded by a Thracian named Miltocytbes, and 
originally ingaged in the service under Clearchus, deserted as soon as 
it was dark. . - , *

The rest of the army joined AriseuS about midnight. Immediately 
the principal officers went to the Persian general's tent, where the prin
cipal Persian officers were also assembled. Circumstances did not 
admit long consultation.' The Gieeks must necessarily submit them
selves to the guidance of the Persians. The important object.was tO‘ 
establish mutual confidence and good faith. For this purpose recourse 
Svas had to oaths, rendered more solemn and impressive by sacrifice.' 
A  boar, a bull, a wolf, and a ram were the victims, in whose mingled 
blood the Grecian officers.dipped their swords, the Persians their jave
lins, as they severally sWore mutual fidelity and 'friendship. This 

5.5, ceremony being Ower, Arireus observed that, to return the way they
came, seventeen days m'arch through the desert, unprovided as they 
were, -was impossible. He proposed therefore a more circuitous road, 
but through a plentiful country, and to begin with forced marches. 
Thus, he said, danger from the immensity of the king’s numbers would 
be obviated : for' with a great force, he could* not overtake them ; with . 
a small one he would not dare to attack them. The want of food then

“ The'learned author of the geographical 
dissertation annexed to Spelman’s transla-j 
tion of the Anabasis, has supposed some e.x- 
aggeration in'XenOphOn’s account of the 
distance; npt without appearance of reason, 
-if the ordinary calculation ‘o f  the Persian 
parasahg is applicable Universally. -1 eannot- 
however admit the'leanie'd author to have 
been equally a good judge, with Xenoplion, 
of the space that an army, like that of Cj'rus, 
was capable of marcliing ih a day, in' the 
countries which he traversed. I should ra*

ther suppose the parasang of the Anabasis 
generally a computed measure, and often 
decided, as now in many..parts of Europe, 
rather by the time ordinarily employed in 
travelling it, tlmn by any calculation of 
space. That- Xenophon did not pretend to 
nice accuracy, indeed,' appears from kis 
omission everywhere to notice fractions of 
'so large a measure as that, which the Greeks 
c a l le d p a ra w g a , the fa rs a n g  of ‘the modera 
cast.

being
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being among the most pressing considerations, he promised a plentiful 
supply at some villages, \vhich, i f  they moved at daybreak, they might.

•̂each b̂y sunset.. '
The Greeks assenting, at daybreak the combined .armies marched.

In t̂he afternoon circumstances were observed, very unexpectedly in* . 
dicating that the king’s forces were near. Ariseus- was alarmed. 
Clearchus, always more confident in his ability to resist or deter, thatt  ̂
to outmarch the king’s troops, had nevertheless' thought it prudent to 
avoid expressing any dissent from the measures proposed by Ariseus; 
yet, aware o f tbe .importance ©f supporting the Opinion, univefsally 
spred, o f  the great superiority o f the Grecian arms, he resolved 
carefully to avoid showing the least appearance o f a desire to avoid 
action, and therefore continued his march directly to the villages.
The ..king’s officers however had judged better than to propose resisf*- 
ance to him there. The villages> deserted by their inhabitants,- had 
been stripped o f everything portable; so that the Greeks, after having Anab. 1.1 
passed the day fasting, were still Avithont food.

Men worn with fatigue, want, and disappointmentj are prepared for 
alarm; and, in the night, a panic, and tumult, its consequence, per
vaded the Grecian Camp. Clearchus, after hasty inquiiy into the clr-- 
cumstances, sent for his herald. A  loud voice for proclaiming orders' 
was, it appears, valued in Xenophon*s days equally as in Homer’s ;■ 
and, by that quality,, Tolmides, and Eleian,- acquired fame under 
Clearchus, in the oflice ip Avhicb Stentor became renowned under Aga^ 
memnon. The commanding voice of Tolmides having inforced silent, 
attention, he prbclaimed, in the name o f the generals, that any person 
discovering who turned the ass among the arms” , should be rewarded’

A technical phrase; used by Xenophon 
here, induced me to look to the translators 
and commentators, for confirmation or cor“ 
rection of the sense I attributed 40 it-. Spel- 
man disapproves, and I think justly, the 
translations of Leonclavius and Hutchinson; 
but I cannot accede to his mterpretation; 
and’̂ even the other passages of Xerrophoa, 
which he quotes in-confirBiatioti, (Ansd). 1.2;

yoi. in.

C }4 . Si 8. & lî s e-. i. Si 3 i ) are to ine ad
ditional and powerful proof that he is wrong* 
"10 corroborate lUy opinion I would farther, 
;refer to a third ,passage, 1.3. c. I, s.
, What may, I think, clearly be t̂fiered from 
all the passages put together, is, that there 
was a place, ip the Grecian camp, allotted 
fop  the collected arms; and, in front of '|t 

.a space analogous to the modern parade. 
T ■ , . ■ ■ Tie
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VitE a talent of silver,. abo^e two liuntlred pounds 'sterling.' Nothing 
could, eitlrer more readily, pr more completely, convince the multitude 
that their>alarm was vain and their .generals watchful. Accordingly 
by this expedient, in its simplicity eyen ridredlqus, yet well deserving 
notice for its singular fitness to produce the effect in the moment*50  

important, the tumult was presently ealnied, arid the night passed in 
jquiet. . ■ ' ‘ :

A t daybreak Clearchus called to arms, and the Judiciousness o f his 
bold measure, pushing On his march toward the king’s forces, became 

Anab. 1.2. soon evident Mo vestige o f an enemy was to be seen, and the sun 
tvas scarcely riseBj twlien persons came, in the'king’s name, not, as ,orr 
the preceding day, deriianding the suri’ender o f arras, but proposing 
negotiation on equal terms. Clearchus was inThe moment viewing 
his parade. Versed in the Asiatic temper, he commanded that the 
Persians should wait his leisure; and, n o t'till he had arranged his 
army so as to give it the most imposing appearance, admitted them . 
to speak to him in front o f his line.- They said they came impowered 
to communicate between the king and the Grecian generals. ‘ Go 
‘ then,’ said Clearchus,' ̂  and tell the king that we must fight before
* we treat;’ for we are withont fipodj and among the Greeks it is.held,
* that: to propose aegotiatioft is meeiv insult,' from those who deny'
* them food.’ : ; ' ,

5.%' Where! the king wasj the Greeks knetv not, and they had no cavalry
: for exploring. The quick return however o f  the deputies, v lth  an 

answer to the rough message, proved that he, or some great officer: 
authorized to treat in his namei .yvas not distant. They said that the 
.king allowed the remonstrance of Clearchus to be just; by which ap- 

■ parently was mearit, that it was cdnsonant to the laws o f hospitality, 
acknowleged among civilized nations, and whieh made indeed the best 
part o f the antient law o f .nations.> Al truce was then solemnly: con*

The large iBields asd- Ibng spears of the 
Greeks would occupy much more room than 
our firelocks,, and an ass.driven atnoing them 
in the night, whether sentries or a guartl 
■ were or were not set over them, riiigllt likely 
enough give origin to tumult and .alarm,

Meerly turning the aniraa] ‘into the quarter 
‘ of the heavy, armed then,’ (as Spelman 
has, with at'least unnecessary boldness, ren̂r 
dered the phrase lij r a  oarXa) would, not. be 
in itself so likely to produce disturbance.

eluded),
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eluded  ̂ and. guides were appointed ta conduct the Greciau army, where 
it might be supplied. The eountrjrtraversed was so divided by deep 
eanals, that the array hardly could have forced its Vay. SotUe df these 
were passed on* pe;tmanent bridges j spine on palm-trees cut for the oc
casion. I t  was indeed suspected to have been the purpose of the Per
sians to give every possible appearance of difficulty to the march. At 
length however the army reached a village, where its Wants were, 
supplied largely.; Corn, dates, a wine drawn from the palm-tree,' and 
a vinegar prepared from that wine, afforded most advantageous refresh
ment to those who, in that sultry climate, during three days, had, some 
fasted, and the rest eaten only tfm flesh' o f animals wb*h with tlm 
service of the baggage. ; ‘

While the "army halted here three days, everything, says Xenophon, 
seemed to promise peace and good faith! Nevertheless what he pro  ̂
ceeds to report seems as if  it, might have'warranted suspicion. Tissa- 
phernes, with the .brother of the reigning queen, and tlwee other Persians 
of high rank, attended by a large'  ̂train, came to Gonfer with the ge- 
uerals. Communicating by interpreters, ;Tibaphernes said' * he was to 
 ̂demand, in- the king’s namOj why the Greeks made w^t against him ?* ,

He professed, for himself, a regard for their-nation, as a neighbour, 
accustomed to intereourse with them; 9̂ nd he recommended a con- ’ - 
clliatory, by which he seems to havl meant a snbmissiveV answer that 
might inable him to do them the good offices he wished, in |he extreme 
difficulties in which he saw them involved. , ‘

Tire Grecian " generals "withdrew for consultatipn, and theii s. i2.r
Clearchus repotted the answer agreed upon. ‘  ‘ In entering into the 
‘ service o f Cyrus,’ he said,' ‘ they hnd no thought o f  War again st the 
‘ king;, but, on the contrary,.suppdsed themselves serving him'in serv-
* ing the prince. Various policy Jiad^been used to allure them on into
* Assyria; and, when once ingaged so far, choice was no longer iii  ̂

their power‘,.not only gratitude for favors received, butfhe.necessity
* of their situation bound, them to the prince. Yet, whatewr doubt 

might- be ento'tained conceriiiug .their past views, it vvas evident
* they ’could now have no view to anything so: desirable for them
* as to return peacefully home; prepared however always to revenge •

W s - f i^uries.

«. li.
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‘ injurfesj and always desi/ou?  ̂ to the ,be.st of-their power, to requite 
‘ kindnesses.’ »

The.Persians departed to ihake their Hpt>r.k; and on the third day 
Tissaphernes returned. I f  umbrage was taken at-the unbending m?. n 
ner of Clearclius, it was not avowed. On the .coptrai'y, generosity 
and benignity, on the part of the Persian'kingv seemed marked in the 
treaty quickly concluded. It was agreed , ‘ that the Greeks should be 
 ̂ faithfully conducted hqnre; that a market should be provided for 
‘ them on the inarch; that, in failure o f  the market, they might take 
'‘ their own . measures for supplying their reasonable wants,; but, as 
‘ in a friendly country,/with the least, possible injury to the inhabi

tants.’ Oaths were solemnly taken, and right.hands mutually given, 
by Tissaphernes and the queen’s brother, on the king’s part, and by 
the generals and lochages, on the part of the Grecian army, in con
firmation of this agreement. Tissaphernes then, in taking leave, in
formed the Greeks, that thp king had conferred upon him the great 
command lately held by Cyrus. His journey would, on this .account, 

c. 5. s. 2. he said, require the more preparation ; but, with, the least possible 
delay, he would rejoin th^m, and be himself the conductor 6if their 
march. ' ' ' *

Tho the faithlessness o f Tissaphejmes had been abundantly proved, 
yet the Greeks had cbnfidehce in his interest/fo cultivate their friend
ship, and in the honor o f the'Persian king ; and they flattered them
selves that, disappointed as their hopes o f high fortune were, yet 
the dark prospect, which immediately succeeded, was intirely done 
away; that all the dangers of their expedition were ended; and that a 
secure return to their country and families, at least, would be their solace 
for past labors, perils, and apprehensions. I t  does not appear tha,t, in 

c.i. s. 1,2,3. the negotiation with the king, any notice was taken o f Arimus, tho 
he held his ground of incampment near that of the Greeks. But in 
the mean time he negotiated for himself; and so successfully as to ob- 
.taia his own complete pardon and that o f  his followers. Xenophon 
has- not informed us that any faith, plighted or implied, was broken, 
either by him or by the Greeks; but there seems to have been, on their 
part, at least a deficiency o f attention to him. .O f course he neglected 

11 ■  ̂ ‘ them;
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them; insoirmch that public-report fiTst brought information, imcertaih 
information, that his pardon Avas obtained. What we gain from the 
direct testiinqhy of Xenophon is, that a coolness,- before unexperienced, 
from the Asiatic arhiy toward the Grecian, folIoA?ed the first rumors of 
thatpardon; and that hence arose suspicion and much uneasiness among 
the Greeks, while, more than twenty days, they waited for Tissa- 
phernes ; insomuch that they urged their generals  ̂ to stay no longer. 
Clearchus, himself unsatisfied, but provident of the dish-ess they must 
incur, friendless, without guides, and depriv'ed of the assistance of the 
cavalry under Ariseus; with difficulty persuaded them to acquiesce.

This brooding uneasiness vvas a t length checked by the arrival o f 
Tissaphernes, with Orontas, satrap of Armenia, Who had lately married 
the king’s daughter, each commanding a numerous army All then 

• again resumed the appearance o f friendship Md good fkith oU the part 
of the principal Persian officers. The united armies immediatety 
moA'ed for Lower Asia; the Grecian market Was always regularly and 
plentifully supplied, and nothing occun-ed on which to found com
plaint. Suspicion nevettheless.beld among the Greeks, and theap-*

' pearanee of it  among the Asiatics. The Greeks had their peculiar • 
guides allotted for the march: they usually incamped three or four 
miles from the Asiatics; and all communication between the two nations 

'was managed With the precautions usually fakeh between, avowed ene
mies. Meanwhile it was observed that the forces under A r ie s 'if it  
camped without any separation from those under the king’s officers,, or 
any-precaution against them. No doubt was then any longer enW- 
tained, that |he report of his pardon was well founded’, for it had not 

, hitherto been confirmed, and hence the suspicion of the- Greeks in
creased; ' , ’ ' . ‘

In three days the armies reached fhe Median wail, a prodigious for- s.
'• tified line, intended, like those o f the Rornans against the Piets, in -

** Xenophon gWiftg nir inforibation, we 'aUd- that satrapy of Araienia and the 
only guess (hat Orontas. may have fcing's'da-i î$er may have been the recOBiM 

been son of the person*of the same nanie, pence for the sufferings of d'® .
executed' in Syria for treaclieiy to Cyrus 5

©ns

    
 



142

Anab. 1. 2. 
c. 4. s. 7.

s. 12ri3-

H I S T O R . Y  O f  G R E E C E .  C h a p . X X I I t  , 
our own iland, or the far toore stupendous work o f the Chinee against 
the Tartars, to defend a whole country.' It waS;built of hrick,' twenty 
feet in thickness, a hundred in height, and said to exter^d seventy 
miles. Aniinosity had now grown to such a height between the 
Greeks and Asiatics,, that the foraging parties had more than once 
conie to blows. ' . ' , ; ; .

In two days more, after grossing two vast canals, the armies arrived, 
at Sltace, a large town, Witlun^two miles Of the Tigris. Clearchus, un
easy at, the growing dissentions, had nevertheless considered them 
hitherto as the meer effusions o f national nnimosity, and the indis
cretion of individuals in''inferior stations. Here first the measures of 
the Tersian generals gave him some alarm. I t  was afterward discovered 
to have been theinconcerted purpose to excite alarm, but from a mo
tive, not of enniity, but meerly o f jealousy. Sitace was situated ii\ 
an iland, singularly fruitful, highly cultivated, and so'defended by 
the sufrounding waters o f  the river and canals, that,, as the numerous 
population consisted, in very large proportion, of unarmed slaveSi i f  
the Greeks, aware o f its adyantage^ had chosen to establish them
selves there, it was supposed they might have maintained the pos
session against the v̂hole force o f t̂he empire. The'Greeks however 
haying no such view, quietly crossed the Tigris next morning, under 
the guidance of their appointed conductors, op a bridge supported by 
thirty-seven boats. The apprehensions o f tire Persians being thus re-, 
lieved, the suspicious conduct, to which they had given occasion, 
ceased. ' ’ y  " - ■ ' ■* - ""

Nothing remarkable occurred then during a marell o f four days, in 
. whieh the boundary o f Mesopotamia was crossed, and the armies, efi' 

tering Media, soon reached Opis, a large town, y?here g numerous army,, 
collected for the .w ar 'with Cyrus, was waiting under the command 
of. a bastard, brother o f the; king. Beyond Opis they presently 
entered x desert,' through Which the march was, prosecuted six days 
without any cultivated land in sight. They arrived then at some vil
lages belonging to Pai-ysatls, the queen-mothei], Who, as the friend of 
Cyrus, seems to have been considered as the enemy of the king. Tis-

' saphernes
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saphernes gratified the Greeks with perroissibn to plunder her \Mllages ; 
expressly, however, reserving* the slaves, perhaps the most valuable 
part of the moveable property, and excepting a few bffieers of the 
queen’s ,. possibly the only description of iBhabitants. A  march then 
folloM'ed, o f five days more, through a deserf with the Tigris always 
ne'̂ r on the lefty after which> tlie armies reaching a more plentiful 
country, ,watered by the Zabatas, a halt ,of three days Was allowed for 
refreshment.-’ ' _ : :

In this leisure, the mutual il'I-win of the Greeks and Persians, more 
than ever showing itself, gave* much uneasiness to Glearchus; who 
nevertheless, wjth the most attentive observitioii, ^Cduld discover y  5. s..1,2; 
neither anything'indicating that the Pemian generals had any design “ 
against the Greeks, nor any probabl'e bause for those pointed: marks of 
jealousy among; the Persians, without excepting , the generals, which 
had prm'cipally occasioned the growing* animosity o f the Greeks against 
them, He was the more uneasy, because he Was not without suspicion 
of treacherous cbndtict among some within his own army* Menbn, 
intriguing, faithless, and ambitious ip the highest degrCe, it was well 
known, ill brooked the superiority, which the other generals readily 
allowed to the talents, experience, and years oh Clearclius, and to,the. 
dignity o f  the Laced^mohian nam-  ̂ Some practices for withdrawing 
the affection and respect of the army from Glearchus were notoriohs.'
Under these circumstances, the intimacy bf MCnon with Aliseus excitedt. 
jealousy; which Wasinhahced by the knowlege, that he had' been in
troduced by Ariteus to Tissapherhes,'what passed at the meetirig* re** 
mainiiig nnknown. / *

Pressed by all these considerations, CleaTchus resolved to derire 
himself a conference with Tissaphernes. The request was immediately 
granted.* Clearchiis.was received with the utmost apparent cordiality, s. 4.
The satrap made the most specious profession of a desire, from poli- 
-tical motives,, to'cultivate an interest with the Greeks. Glearchus 
gave him credit, and was altogether so satisfied with the explanation 
received, that his only remaining anXiety was to be assured of the 
secret enemy who had excited' the late misunderstanding. Tissaphernes 

* promised that,’ if all the Grecian generak and iochagea would come
tagetber
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together to vfftness what passed, he would declare the caluiuniator. 
Clearchus assented: Tissaphernes asked him ,to supper. *The circum-> 
stance of eating together was held, equally among the, Greeks and 
Persians of' old, as by the^Arabs of modern times,- to bind friendship 
by a sacred tie ; and the evening passed with every appearance of 
mutual satisfaction. '

N ext morning Clearchus assembled the principal Grecian officers, and 
related his communication with the satrap. , Objedlions were strongly 
stated to, his proposal, fpr risking all the generals and lockages toge* 
ther in the barbarian camp, on the faith o f a man of such experienced 
perfidy as "iTissaphernes.' - Clearchus however so vehemently urged it, 
expressing such confidence, not iu;the satrap’s character,\ but in the 
interest of the Persian court to cultivate the friendship of the Greeks,' 
and such suspicion o f those wire should fear to undergo that test of 
their fidelity to the common cause of the Grecian arnly, that at length 
he prevailed. Four o f the generals,. Menon, Proxenus, Agias,'and 
Socrates, went with him, and twenty lochages, whom we may reckon 
of the rank of colonels, or, at least, o f field officers. About two 
hundred inferior officers and soldiers, incited by curiosity, followed 
under pretence o f marketing. On their arrival at Tissapbernes’s tent, 
the generals were immediately admitted; -the others waited without. 
A  signal was observed, on wffich the generals were seized, those with-̂  
out the tent, who had followed them, were massacred, and a body of 
horse, issuing from the camp, extended the slaughtee to all belonging 
to the Gr€cia.n army, free d;nd slave, that could be found about the 
plain, " ,

, W hat passed in the Persian'Camp was totally unknown in the 
Grecian, when the violence o f the horse, clearly seen* excited alarm 
and astonishment. An Arcadian, o f those who had followed the 
generals, escaping severely  ̂ wounded, first gave intelligence o f what 
had passed about the tent of Tissaphernes. All then ran to armsj 
expecting immediate^assault upon the camp, Fortunately that Avas 
too bold a measure for those who ditected'the. Persian operations. A  
brother of Tissaphernes, W'ith Arieeus, Artaozus,' and Mithridates, three 
of the most confidential friends of Cyrus, escort,ed by only about

three
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ibree hundred horse, approached,'.^od conitimhicated a requisition for 
the remaining generals and lochages to come oaf and receive'a message 
from the king. The Lacedremoniao Cbeirisophus , was accidentally 
absent witli a foraging party. The Arcadians, Cleaner of Orcho- 
memis, and Soplifenetus of Sfyniphalus, alone of the genefals remained 
within .the camp. They obeyed the requisitioii so far as to go out ; and- 
Xenophon, anxious for news o f his friend Proxemis, accoinpanied 
them; but they advanced cautiously, and stopped as soon as within 
hearing. Arirnus, then addressing them, said, ‘ that Cleai'chus, having 
‘ been convicted o f violatii^ the treaty, to whieh he -bad sworn, had 
® been justly punished with death-̂  ̂that Proxenua and Menon, who 
‘ had informed against him, were treated with honor: but that the 
‘-king required of the Greeks to surteftder their ar«rs, which were fruly 
‘ his, since they had belonged to Cyrus, his subject , '
. Cleanor, an.honest old soldier, and no politician, without at all con
sidering what the pressing, interests of the moment required, uselessly 
vented his just indignation. ‘ Deceit,’ he said, ‘ perjury, every crime 
‘ and eyery baseness, from TissaphefneSTnight have been expected, but 
* from the friends of Cyrus not.’ Arimus,^in reply, insisted upon the 

..discovered treachery o f Clearchus. Xenophon, without command, 
aid  without a character in the army but that of the friend of FroxCaus, 
seeing appareijtly that no person jn authority was capable o f managing 
the conference to any advantage, vienfured, ih such pressing circnm- 
,stances, to  speak. ‘ Proxenns and Menon,’* he said, ‘ it was observed 
‘ by Arimus, had deserved highly of the Persians. Those generals 
' therefore should be immediately sent back to the Oreeiaa camp, and 
' their advice would decide what the Greeks should do.’ The Persians 
appeared at a loss'for a reply to this propqsitfon: they ..consulted long

1 4 5 ,

to v  k sm v  SoeMo: Spelman, traBslat.ing 
-ibis ‘ liis suhject,’*has nevertheless saW in a 
note, ‘ literally, his slave.' Verbal criti* 
cismis not generally th&historian’s business, 
but where an important political distinction 
is in question, it t»ay come essentially within 
his duty. The Greek word appropriated to

•VOL. III.

sî ify strictly a slave, was’Avôaarojo,.' A<u1ao« 
was of-a more extensive signification, and' 
we have no term exactly corresponding. It 

- meant either a subject, pr a servant! and 
as a slave is both a subject and a servant,

; slaijes •were included within its more ex
tended meaning.

tJ  ■ am ong
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among themselvesj and then without givingi any answer, withdrew to 
their Own camp.

It seems to have been long tinknowti to the Greeks what was the 
fate of their generals ; nor has Xenophon sajd how the account was at 
length obtained, which he has given as certain. But we have such 
assurance, of persons of their nation being employed, in various ways, 
about the Persian court, and in the service o f the satraps, that the rasy . 
possibility of just intelligence reaching^theto* is obvious. According 
to Xenophon’s report the generals were all conducted alive into the 
king’s presence, and, except Menon, all soon after beheaded; which 
among the Greeks and Persians, as with us, was esteemed the most 

S..16. honorable mode of execution. Menon was kept in Avretcbed confine
ment a full year, and then executed as an ordinary malefactor.

This account o f the conduct o f the Persian government, resting on 
the authority of only one Grecian historian, may perhaps, to some, 
appear not to deserve full credit. But Xenophon is, in himself, no 
mean authority. Had his friend Proxenus survived, we might indeed 
have suspected him of some partiality. Had Clearchus survived,  ̂whom 
evidently he respected highly, we might have suspected him of some 
partiality. But, in fact, the more he could fix blame upon those who. 
were gone, the more credit would attach to the principal s.urvivofs, 
and particularly to himself. In the progress o f the narrative he strongly 
evinces his impartiality ; and we find throughout such a consonancy 
to well-attested facts, and well-attested chargicters, national and indivi
dual, that, tho possibly an honest Persian writer nfight have given a 
different color to some circumstances, ’the whole seems to have every 
claim to credit that such a narrative can in itself possess.

I f  then,we seek the motives for conduct so nefarious and so base in 
the Persian government, we fnhy perhaps find them in the principles of 
oriental policy, still in vigor in the same countries; or we may find 
them in the words attributed-by Xenophon to the Greek soldiers, iu 
their first uneasiness'under the delay of their return, while they waited 
for Tissaphernes, after the coifclusion o f the treaty with them in the

e.4. S.2., king’s name-: ‘ It is reasonable,’ they said, ‘ to suppose, that our 
‘ destruction must, be beyond all things the king’s wish ; as a circum- 

' ‘ stance
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' stance move'i thati aR others likely to deteE tke Greeks from future 
‘ 'ingagemenls, like ours, in. eonspiracy against liis throne. /It is iii- 
‘ deed impossiMe he can be pleased that we should go to'relate in 
* Greece, how our small'force oyercarae his immense armies, at his very 
‘ gates, and retunied in scorn of his power.’ It would however be 
likely to occur, ii> the Persian councils, that to attack the Greek-s and 
AricEus united, must be hazardous,,; but to divide them would probably 
not be difficult. I f  Arimus' was to be punished, the Greeks must be 
gained; but if  Ariaeus might be pardoned, the Greeks might he 
destroyed. Possibly the interest that Arfajus possessed, or by intrigue- 
found means to acquire, among men in .power and confidence, more 
than any true policy, at iengih decidedrtbe resolution. But, from the 
moment that Ariasus-obtained his pardon; the purpose of the,Persian 
court seems to have been to lead the Greeks where the ^zardous 
attempt to destroy them might be piade with the least risk, especially 
to the capital and its Immediate neighborhood.’

’

S E C T I O N  IV.  .

Rettirn of the Greeks. Election of new Genefals; Grecian Military 
Lttxc: Passage of Mount TaurusMarch through Armenia : Arrhai 
at Tfapezus.

I n the Grecian army, collected from almost all the numerous little 
republics of-the nation, the system of subordination was very Incom
plete. Every general held the independent command of the troops 
himself had raised; and-no order of succession was established; but 
vacancies, through all tire ranks, were to be supplied by election.
Eight officers had borne the title of general ; but Clearchus only had 
possessed the qualifications. In him alone, was united .extensive expe- s,i«S. 
rience with great talents. Diligent in the care of an army  ̂ in quarters 
or in camp, and ready in every emergency of the field, be was truly 
a superior man: the rest Xenophon has not scrupled to declare unequal c.2, s.s. 
to their situation.-

f i g '  Called
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Called .then by no positive duty, warfantdl' by no acknowleged' 

superiority, and diffident o f themselves  ̂ the generals Temmitiiig in the 
camp , took no lead, tvbile dejection aiid dismay pervaded the army.. 
On that evening, says'the eyewjtness historian, few attjended the 
parade few fires were lighted, many t'ouclied no food, many would 
not even go to their tents, but threw-themselves on the ground where 
they happened to be> to puss a sleepless night, .ruminating on their dis
consolate circumstances. Xenophon had, at this time, no rank in the 
army : he was, according to his OWn phrase  ̂ neither officer nor soldier. 
Having gone, at the invitation of Proxenus, from Athens to Sardis  ̂
on his arrival he found the army on the point o f marching eastward. 

H e  was immediately introduced to Cyrus, who, with condescending 
civility,, joined his Theban'friend in pressing him to accompany them 
in jthe expedition, then pretended, against the Peisidians. When, at 
length in Cilicia, the. real iibject was no longer doubted, Xenophon 
was one of the aiany, as himself confesses, Avdio wished,-hut Were 
ashamed, to withdraw themselves; and-^he proceeded v/ithRie army, 
meerly as a Volunteer, the friend ^ f Proxenus. The duty of a-soldier 
was however not new,to him ,* as, in the latter years of the Pelopon
nesian war, he was of age for that service from which no Athenian was 
exempted. I f  he bad never held .command, he had however been dili
gent in study to prepare, himself for it, and he had miade large use of 
great opportunities fm*^obser'^ation. * - : .

Under these circumstances Xenophon partook largely in the grief and 
anxiety excited in the .army by the circumvention of the generals, and. 
by the manifestation of determined hostility, hostility knowing neither 
measure nor'mercyi on the part o f  the Persians. : Without duty him-

Js ori oV?i<6 This
is evidently a military technical .phrase. It 
indicates that, in the .̂ordinary .practice of- 
the Grecian service, the soldiers were assem
bled .67!-l T« oit'Ka,, at least once a day. What 
the precise meaningoT the'pbrs&e tel . 

tv%a, was, vve cannot ttjpw. At may have

an hispectioti of arms: but it seems- evidently 
to have been something like the modern pa
rade..̂  The.-reader disposed to critical in
quiry oji the subject may compare the pas
sage with those quoted in note 11 of the 
pi'eceding Section. He' may also consult 
Spelm.an; whose version of the passage,

,been a simple .rpll-call at the-place where r: however, and .notes upon it, I must own I 
the arms were deposited: it may have been cannot approve. ’ ■ .

self,
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self,, his utte^ition Av:as alive to obsterve what steps Would be taken. Anab'. ].?i, 
by the reraaiiihig generals; and with deep^conceyn he saw, that, instead 
of exertion increased, in proportion tO: the pressure of,the occasion, 
their remissuess amounted almost to a derelictiou of command. Attack 
was itniver.saily expect^ with daylight; and yet no eouncil held,'no 
orders given, preparation .of no kind made, From tht; cOmnron interests 
of the army, his consideration then turned to that part o f it with which 
he had been more particularly connected, and which, by the lossAf his 
friend, remained without a head,. Thd holding.ho rank, he was, by no 
rule of'Grecian service, excluded from aspiring to any rank.. Circum
stances not invited only, but pressed him to come forward  ̂ his youth:

"alone deterred him. After much consideration and reconsideratiou, 
strongly, impre ŝe'd With the importance of decision  ̂ and still dpubting,

, a dream at length determined him,. ,His works indeed abound With 
■ testimonies to his respect for. the forbodjng ofdreams, and for the Avhole, 

of the reputed science of augury. Roused then, according to his own s. n —22. 
report, by a dream, early in the night he sprang frQm his bed, and, in pur- 
suance of the supposed admonition fx‘om a divine power, called together 
the lochages of the troops which had served under Froxenus. On their'

, assembling, he observed .to them ŵ hat remissness pei'vaded the army, 
without excepting the remaining generals; what imminent and extreme 
danger threatened ; and how urgent the necessity for i pi mediately chu- 

- sing a successor to their own lost commander. For himself, he snidy 
hitherto without a character in the army, in the present emergency he 
was ready to do bis best in' afiy situation, whether in command or in- 
obedience, in which they might think he wmuld be most useful: but 
wdth regard to the prospect before them, it depended upon themselves 
to make it good or bad ;, andj how'ever just the melancholy, in the 
moment peiwading, the army, he was c6nfi.dent that vigor and prudence 
united might bear them tlirOugh all, opposing difficnllie's, He then 
stated the grounds o f his confidence, aild, at the conclusion of his 
speech, the-geheral wish was expressed, that Xenophon, ivould take the 
command. One lochage only avowed his disSent; adding his.opinjon, 
that.they biiglit at once torthfow themselves on the king’s mercy, as,‘ 
the only resource affording a reasonable hope, * The king’sm ercy 1 ’ 
replied Xenophon indignantly, “  y ou may judge of it  from the trans-

, ‘ actions
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‘ actions o f yesterday. - Your own power to defend yourselves has 
‘ never , yet failed ôu-. Th^ man, who caii make so base a proposal,
‘ instead of holding coinntahd, should not be allowed even to bear 
‘ arms: he is fit only to ,carry the b a g g a g e h e  ,is a eMsgrace to the 
‘ Grecian name.’ ‘ He is no Greek,’ replied immediately an Arcadian 
lochage, Agasias of Stymphalus j ‘ tho^his speech is Boeotianv I have. 
‘ seen his ears bored like a Lydian’s.’ The spirit of tfie meeting was 
roused; the lochagO’s ears Were examined; they were found to be as 
Agasias said, and he was immediately deprived of his rank.

Beside what is more directly indicated, this remarkable transaction- 
seems to offer, for the attentive observer; some curious information. 
How a Lacedsemonjan atiny, -or hOw an army__ of Athenian citizens was. 
composed, i^ ittie  marked by i t ; but birth, connections, and educa
tion, 'appear to have given great advantages in an army composed like 

"that under Cyrus. AmOng the officers who served under Proxenus, 
evidently none had tiiose advantages in a degree to inable them to aspire 
to the chief command. Neither Xenophon nor any early writer has 
said it, and yet it seems clearly to result from Xenophon’s account, that 
his rank, derived from birth and couneetions, at least approached that 
of his Theban friend. It seems very little likely that the superiority of 
his talents and education alone Would Lave procured hiin that instan
taneous elevation, by the. common voice o f the\officers, from a situation 
of no command, to the command of them all. But where birth and 
connections are evidently superior, the superiority of talents and edu
cation are less invidionsv ; Deference, which would not be readily paid 
to either an accidental, or a natnra!!, or an artificial superiority alone, 
will be more willingly Conceded to the three united.
- The appointmenta however, Of a head, iacilitated the means of united 
exertion to the officer's of that division o f the army; and this was an 
important step toward the restoration o f pi’der and energy through the 
whole. An immediate meeting o f all the generals and lochages was 
desired, and, toward midnight, they assembled, in number about a hun
dred. , 'Hieronymus of Elis,, eldest locpage of the troops which had 
Served under Proxenus, intjroduced Xenophon, as.general elect of those 
troops; and as the rUeetiiig had originated from them, it was Xenophon’s 

- part to open the business. He began, after some apology, with observing
that,
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that, in the situation in which they st ôd., leaving the soldiers, Vithout 
occupation, to ruminate upon what was alarming and disconsolate in 
their circumstances, cOuld,not hut be in the highest degree dangerous;
•the animation necessary, to carry them through the^dithculties before 
them, could be supported only by active employment. But the election 
of successors to d;he lost generals, he proceeded to say, should ingage 
their first attention : till that was dofie, nothing could go forward with 
due regularity. He declared then his opinion, that cbnhdence'Should be 
wholly refused to the Persians; and he concluded with explaining, in the 
same strain of incouraging.eloquence, as before to the ofdcers of PrOxe** 
nus, his ground for hoping, that vigorous exertion, united with prudenf 
caution, would carry them bappily and gloriously through, the dangers  ̂
at present so tbi-eatening. When he ended, the Lacedemonian Cheb 
risophus rising, said, ‘ He had before known no more of Xenophqn 
‘ than just that he was an Athenian; but he nevertheless intirely ap*
‘ proved all the sentiments be had declared, und the propositions, hC;
* had offered.’ This was decisive for the meeting, and they proceeded 
immediately to the election of generals. What interest or what views 
guided the choice does, not appear. Timasion of Dardanuro,. in Troas, Anab. 
was substituted for Clearchus; Philesius and XanthiCles,' Achaians  ̂ .
for Menon. and Socrates; the body befoi*e auder Agiaa cnmmitted 
to the orders of Cleanor; and Xenophon-was confirmed in the succes
sion to Proxenus. ' ■

At. daybreak the troops were assembled, and Cheirisophus,. Clea'nor, c.2 . s,i—5. 
and Xenophon Successively addressed them, An accident, in itsel)̂  
even ridiculous, through the-importance attributed to it by Grecian.’ 
superstition, assisted not a little to-infuse incouragement. Xenophon 
was speaking of that* favor from the gods, which a righteous cause 
intitled them to hope for against a  perjured enemy, when somebody 
sneezed. Immediately the general voice addressed ejaculations to pro
tecting Jupiter, .whose omen it was supposeeJ T o. h e’k A sacrifice ’ to

*s We should scarcely Jiave looked to .origin, can, seldom, with any eertaiiity, be 
Greece for the origRi of the popular practice traced to their origin. Were it worth while . 
in England, of exclaiming ‘ God bless you ! ’ however, it might perhaps be not difficult to 
wh?n'a person sneezes. Eopulaf customs sli&w a probability, that the custom of eja- 
indeed, often very ancietit, often very widely culating a blessing on persons sneezing, cafne 
diffused, often similar and yet of different- to England froin (Jreece. » .

• . * ' the
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the god was then propQsed j  a uniwer&al shout declared approbation.; 
and the whole arniy, m one chorus,.^sang the pasan.

Thus was a turn fortunately given, through the army, from;dismay 
and despondency;to hope and cheerfulness. Affiong the arguments? 
which the generals then gladly seized to improve the happy impression, 
One," which the circumstances offered, spoke home to the minds of sol
diers, commonly little provident o f distant good or evil, but, intent 
Upon present wants and near injoyments. Tbe means of many to pro
fit from tbat market which, according to treaty, had been hitherto 
provided, rvere nearly exhausted ; and all these heard with Joy, that 
their swords migfit supply the deficiency o f their purses; that. In the 
rich country they were to traverse, they might thenceforward take, 
as from enemies, whatever they could master. Nevertheless it being 
highly eijpedient to-lighten the march, as much as possible, at the 
instance of Xenophott they cheerfully submitted to burn their waggons 
and tents. They heard the same young general with careful, attention, 
while he observed, that the enemy had just given them a lesson of the 
utmost importance, in showing that he d a t^  not Openly attack them, 
till he had deprived them of their generals.. Thus he had manifested 
his eonviction of the inestimable value o f tlm Grecian disciplineand 
hence it followed, that it behooved the army to be more strictly obe
dient, as it certainly was the duty o f the generals to-be more watchfully 
careful than at any former time. It Was then unanimously voted, that 
any disobedience to lawful commands should be instantly’ punished, 
and that it sboiild* bO the bounden duty of'iallp^feWntj't^Oi^upport the 
commanding officer upon the spot, in the -infiictioii of punishment. 
This vote, and the ŵ ant of such a vote, concur with all other rernaiu- 
ing testimony, to math the deficiency o f  the Greek military penal law; 
which, at the same time, Avas very lak^and very arbitrary,

it .  seems not to  have been at all in yiew*fe> appoint a commandef-in-. 
chief., Xenophon, evidently, feit the ascendancy Avhich^eloquence, 
not least* among his superior talents, gave him, in the council of 
officers, or in the council o f  the army at large. As youngest among 
the generals, and still more perhaps, as a n . Athenian, he could not 
aspire tdthe ostensible command-ih*chfef; hutby'^the lead which Avas 

IS conceded
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conceded to his abilities in council, fte could in,a ^teat degree hold the 
'effectual command; Others, conscious of cfifepciency, avoiding to 
urge, their advice, he recommended. That the order o f march should, 
be a hollow square, V ith  the baggage' now redueed te a small com
pass, in the center ; that the leading division should be committed to 

 ̂ xlheirisophusj in virtue of his dignity as ft Lacedsemonian; that Tima- 
Sion with himself, the two youngest generals, should command the 
rear,'and the older generals the flanks. This rVaS approved and - 
ratified. . .

Order- and energy being thus restored to the armyj the waggons and 
tents, with-whatever baggage could by any means be spared, wcre ^ “ab*b3.* 
burnt, conformably to the resolution, taken. All was then arranged ’ ' ' ‘ - 
for the march, and the army was on the point o f moving, when Mithri- 
dates, approaching ^itb an escort o f oiily thirtjr horse, desired to 
speak with the generals. His discourse began with expressions, of 
apprehension for himself, on account of his known attaehnteilt to 
Cyrus, and o f friendship for the Greeks, undiminished by events j but 
the tenor of it soon showed that his purpose was to discover how far 
the Grecian, generals were firm in any- intention o f opposition to the 
king, and to persuade them, if  possible, qUietly to surrender themselves;
Suspicion being thus excited, and his attendants- being carefally 
observed, there w a s  seen among them a known confidant of Tissa? 
phernes, npoiTwhich the conference was abruptly ended,

Time however had been thus so wasted, that it was midday before s,5 -*8, 
the Grecian army rnoved, and soon-after Mithridates again appeared, 
at tli^bead of about two hundred horse> and four hundred foot, aft 
slingers or bowmen. He approached as if  .his purpose was friendly}, 
but presently a discharge of arrows and stones demonstrated his per
fidy. His cavalry carried bwvs, which they discharged equally retreat- 
ingas standing ; and the Cretan bows in the Grecian army were found 
so inferior in length of shot, as to be totally inefficacious. A  pursuit, 
attempted by Xenophon, with the whole rear division, was equally 
bootless. A t the end of three miles the Greeks reached a village, 
where they halted for the night. This had been their intention;

VoL. III. ■ X  • but
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but the annoyance received, in so^hort a march, from so small a force, 
was such that despondency again pervaded the army. '

The attempt to. pursue, whicli had no other effect than to retard the 
progress of the army, and prolong the enemy’s opportunity^ was severely 
blamed by Cheirisophus, and the other older generals, Xenophon 
acknowlegdh is error ; ‘ whence however,’ he said, ‘ advantage migh^
‘ be derived ; for it-marked the measures neceAsaty for the future quiet 
‘ o f the march. Pyrsuit with, the heavy-armed, and shots-from the 
‘ Cretan'bows, had been found equally’ unavailing^ But there were 
‘ Rhodians in the army, many o f them, he understood, expert 
‘ slingerA whose slings, formed to throw leaden bullets,' would carry 
‘ twice as far as the Persian, accommodated for sto-nCs as large as the 
‘ hand Could grasp, ThCre were aiso/hOrSes, some his own, some ■
‘ which had belonged to Clearchus, and many employed in carrying the 
‘ baggage. I f  the fittest among all these Were mounted, by miri pfac*'
‘ tised in the cavalry service, possibly the enemy might hereafter be 
‘ less secure in flight.’ Ip pursuance of this admonition, a: body o f  
two hundred slingers was formed that evening; and next morning fifty 
horse umre equipped, and put under the command of Lyeius, an 
Athenian. . ' '

During the night Kicarcdins, an Arcadian Ipchage,. deserted, arid 
carried about-tweniy men with him;-' Allurement, wdiich the-confe
rences had afforded qpportunity for the Persians toGiold out, ŵ as sup
posed to have led to this. It was, in consequence resolved,' by the 
genei’als, to allow no more conferences, nor even to admit a message 
frOm the enemy; in the persuasion, derived; from the various acts o f
treachery experienced, that their best security depended upon thus* -  . - ,  . . .

giving war it's most hideous aspect,-and- offering tliemkelves for its 
most cruel operation, ■ . . .  ' - -

p laiting then a d^y, tq make the equipment of the cavalry and 
slingers more complete, they moved next morning earlier than usual. 
T^ey had already crosseel a bottom, where they had expected attack  ̂

'when Mithridates appeared bn the height behind them, with "about a 
thousand horse, and four thoiisaiKl slifigers arid bd'vmeii; -According

to
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to acCQUTits,. vlaioli Xetiopboa-ljieiievecl, he had proHiised 'ri&sapherxies 
that, ŷith .this■ .Force, he would cotnpel thein to surrender, Why the 
Persians employed 'such, small portions, only of tlieir numbers, in fhese 
first assaults-upon the, Greeks,' not direcfly stated hy ,Xrt0phoii, .may 
he, gathered from circum-stancesi oq. yarious occasions related by himv 
The Grecian charge was so dreadedi That it would probably not have 
.been easy to lead their greatest multitudes near enough to the phalanx, 
even to discharge missile weapons . with eftect, . unless th# means' of 
hasty retreat were obvious;* which numbers would themselves impede..

.The purpose therefore being, by desultory amioyance, witirout the.-risk 
of a battle, to bring the .Greeks td surrender  ̂ trial had., been firstlmade 
with a very small force ; and the success had probably been beyond 
expectation. The inferiority of the Greek missile wekfonsj. the inability. 
o f the heavy-armed for rapid pursuit, attd thepbwer of u very small Persian 
force to give great annoyance, had been so experienced, that Mithri- 
dates, while he calculated his preBent nombeKs to be th e ’best propor
tion for his purpose, might perhaps not unreasonably have supposed 
them equal to it. He had passed the. bottom in pursuit of'the Greeks, 
and was,already within Persian boW-Bhot, ’ when The hewly-fortned 
Grecian cavalry advanced against him. Contemptible as their num
bers alohe might have appeared, they were rendered formidable by 
the body of. the targeteers following.Them; running, and the .whole 
heavy-armed phalanx moving’steddily in, support p^ these. The Per
sians took to inconsiderate flight; much slaughter was made of their 
infantry; and, what the Greeks seem fm have esteemed a mprp import
ant circumstance, eighteen horse, unable to disingage themselves from 
.the bottom, were made prisoners. The march was then prosecuted 
without further ■ disturbance during t h a t ' a n d  the army took its Anab. 1,3. 
quarters for the night in a large deserted town, which Xenophon Calls 
Larissa, surrounded by a brick wall, twenty-five Teet thick and a hun
dred high,* raised on a basement o f  stone '

- . . Next
The name of a tevvfl in Media, Written ttire-.of Bbcliart, approved by Le Clerc,

-exactly liKe the name of the principal city . Hutchinson and Spelman, is at least inge-. 
inTheSsaly, a name.familiar in Greece, has .ftious, and may be true. The name Tarissa, 
excited surprize and inquiry. The conjee- Tfao Greek in forjjj, seems clearly not of 

. ' ■ -, X Grecian

c;4. s. 4.
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.N ext day, by a march of above twenty miles, the army reached 
another deserted town, surrouuded by a still more extraordinary forti
fication;. The w all,'fifty feet thick, was a hundred, and fifty high; of 
which the lower third was, at jleast, faced with squared stone; the rest 
was completed with brick. The circuit was above twenty miles; the 
aame Mespila.’ Both these-lMedian towns had been depopulated, since 
the transfer of the empire to-the Persians*®. '  .

On the d.ay following, appearances'Aeemed to announce that, as the 
attempts with a small body, to bring the Greeks'to surrender, had 
failed, it was resolved to exert against them the united strength of the 
formidable numbers, which the Persian powTr could so readily command. 
A  very large army came in sights consisting of the trpops o f Ariseus, 
o f Grentas, and &f J;he king’s natural brother, with a detachment o f 
the king’s own army under Tissaphernes, and the whole of the satrap’s 
large escort of cavalry.' Tlrey followed the march, and pressing at the 
same time on the fear ahd both flanks of the afihy, they plied missile

Greciaii origin. Strabo and Stephatjus men
tion several towns, in difFerent ebtartriesi 
which by the Greeks Were called liarissa, 
but they tahe no notice of LarisSa in Media, 
Bochart supposes that the town tO which 
Xenophon has here attributed that name, 
was the tO'.rn spoken of by Moses, ip GSiiesis 
(c. 10. V. 12,) where he says, A sker • built 

Resen, between N ineveh  and C a la h y th e  same 

is a g re a t  city . The situation, he observes,' 
as Well as the size,-agrees, a»d the ch&ge 
in the hame was obvious for area catching 
'Assyrian sounds with Grecian̂  ears; for 
if the Greeks asked, Of what ‘tewii those 
w’ere the luins ? an Assyrian would answer 
L e  Resen, of Resen, JMany of the Greek 
names about the Archipelago, haje, inlate 
ages, we know, beeii corrupted by a mistake ' 
e.xactly analogous,-

Close to Larissa Xenophon describes a 
pyramid, very inferior in size to those re
maining in Egypt, and differing rnpch in pro
portions, being about one hundred feet square 
at the base, and two. hundred high. Tte com

paratively very small, but,still re'ally large 
and eostly structure, the tomb of Caios 
Se.'ctius, at Rotnfe, approaches, in its pro
portions, to tĥ  character of the Median 
pyramid, , - , '

The history of these countries is so 
uncertainly known, that ’the attempt were 
equally vain to reconcile Xenophon's ac
count of Ldrissa and - Mespila vaith that - 
which he gives, Jn the CyrOpmdeia, of the 
peaceful succOsrion of Gyrus to -tbe Median 
kingdom. In fî jt of his mother, or to  draw 
from it any proof in favor of Herodotus, 
who says that he acquired Media by con
quest, I will bott’ever just observe, that it 
may have been of importance to the Median 
monai'chs to support, at a great expence,theSe \ 
towns, fortified, with, such astonishing labor, 
on the border of the desert against Assyria, 
W’hile Assyria was the most formidable neigh
bour to Media;: and, when all was brought, 
undw one , e m p ire  by Gyrus, the discon
tinuance meerly of the former attention, 
may have gone far to produce their fall.

weapons.
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weapons. But the Greeks-had the satisfaction to find, that they dared
not charge with hand-arms’ ;̂ ih at the Rhodian slings carried farther
than most o f the Persian bows; and that the Greek bowmen, by using
the Scythian manned of drawing (which-XenOphbn has not explained) Anab. 1. a,
could give superior efficacy to their shots.’ Nor had this been ex-
perienced long, when Tissaphetnes withdrew hastily to a safe distance,
and his example was-as a command to the whole army. The Persians,
during tire rest of the day, followed, without-at all pressing the Greeks,
and when these halted near some villages to incamp, they I’ethed.-

The circumstances of this day seem to furnish the reason why the s, 8t- io. 
Persian generals chose, and judiciously chose, to send, at first, so small 
a portion of, their numbers to harrass the Grecian march. The Persian 
discipline was so deficient, that increase o f numbers did not give pro
portional increase of force.' The thickened shower o f missile weapons 
still fell with little effect amoirg the loose order Of tlib GitOk light- 
armed; while these turned upon the Persians, their own numberless 
arrows; and, in their crowded multitude, almost destitute of-defensive 
armour, scarcely a shot failed of effect. -

Fortunately for the Greeks  ̂ the Persians had so ekpeeted, by force 
or terror, to stop their march, that scarcely any measures were taken 
for, what would tnost effectually have stopped them, the raiftoval o f  
necessaries. In villages through which, they had already passed, pre
pared guts  ̂ fit for ..slings, bad been fbund, and. lead for bullets; and, in 
those Avhere they now. arrived, an abundant supply of corn. Halting 
there ^ day, they marched again oh tbe innvrow; when TissapherUes 
again -followed, Watching opportunity of advantage, and endevoring * 
to harrass; but from so safe a distance, that little disturbance was - 
given.

The remissness o f the Persians afforded opportunity for the Greek s. 11—J *. 
generals to see, without in any considerable degree feeling, the defects 
of their owii order of march. They had found it Subject to.dangerous 
hurry and derangement' when, in presence of the enemy, bridges,, or

'this is the able general Ooyd̂ s term 
for what, as he observes, the Erencb, whose 
q̂naint phrases have in Svich abundance been

awkwardly, ignorantly, and affectedly ob
truded upon our military vocabulary, call 
drmesbhnc/ws,

any
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any naprows were to be passed-  ̂ afi inconvenience, 'wliicb Xenopbon’s 
aecoiint-sbows to have arisen, in a great degree, from the deficiency 
of the Greek tactics of the age. The generals, however took the best 
measure, perhaps that their circumstances would admit, for obviating 
ill consequences, by appointing a picket o f six hundred men, formed 
in six divisions, whose ofiBce, on such occasions, was to protect, the 
rear, and at Other times to be ready for any emergency

‘ . ■ In

r* T h e  passage o f  Xertopbon, here thus 
abbreviated, has puzzled translators, and 
exercised the ingenuity o f cfities, literary 
and rnilitary. K o  inteipretation o f  it that 
has fallen in my way, ‘ is at all satisIpc* 
to ry ; bu ta  correotion o f the text, proposed 
by Speiman, vs^ouH remove the pTincipal dif* 
ficplty, with'no more violence Upon our pre
sent copies than the transposition o f  two 
words, and putting each in
the other’s place. This oorrectiou has*ali- 
prebability in its favor,,and, without it, nO ‘ 
ingenuity; o f the critics, in p y  opinion, has 
relieved,-Or can relieve, the sentence from' 
gross absurdity. -

In the passage altogether, which is inte- ̂  
resting for the military reader, Xehophop 
has described, ia concise and general terms, 
adapted to those to whom the.tactics of the 
age -were familiar, a series of complex evo
lutions; the reduction of the hollow Square 
(coiiposed of about ten thousand men, in-' 
cumbered with their feâ age ia the center) 
fo a column of various front, accommodated 
to the accidental circumstances of the, nar
row to be bussed; the reformafion of the 
column into a hollow sqnare; and the move
ments of a detacted body, appointedto p TC j- 

tect the general movements. We learn from 
many passages of Thucydides and Xenophoil, 
that the extention and reduction of the front 
of a body of heavy*armed infantry, formed - 
in the usual way, in lin&or in phalanx, was 
frequently practised; and, tho we have no 
precise information bow it was performed,.

12

yet its being often done, withont inconveni
ence, in the face of an .enemy, sufficiently 
proves that the method was orderly and 
good. But-it should seem that tins method- 
was not readily applicable to the hollow- 
square. Xenophon’s account most clearly 
shows that, when circumstances of the 
grpund required the reduction of the front 
of the square, a-regular method, at least 
such as the army in which he commanded, 
could immediately practise, was wanting. 
When the circumstances of theground.would 
no longer aUo w the leading face of the square 
to hold its' front intire, the center led ; and 
the wings, falling back irregularly, ac'cord- 

. ing as tbey felt the pressure oF the-impedi
ment, followed as they could,- till the mar
row was passed, atid then ran.-qp again, still 
irregularly, as opportunity-offered, to form 
in line with thO ê Dter. Tor the flank faces 

.the business was easy; they had,only to in
cline inward, as they approached the nar
row, so aslto be either before or behind tlie 
baggage. The rear did exactly *%s the lead- 
ingface; atleast as far as the pursuing enemy 
would pehnit'j but the evolution gave a pur
suing enemy great opportunities; For the 
sectirity-of the Grecian heavy-armed,.against 
either missile or hand weapons, depended 
much upon the ‘ array’-(according to Mil- 
ton’s phrase) ‘ ofSerried shields,’ which, in 
the course of suoh evolutions, would be 
long disordered, anfl the shield,-for the lime, 
almost a- useless incumbrance.

With this previous explanation,', and if
Speltnan’s
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In the next day’s march, the fifth march, and the seventh day, after 
their separation from the Persians, the Creeks \rere cheered with the 
sight of molmtain-tops, rising'-above the horizon o f that hitherto 
apparently endless plain, over-which they had been' urging their iveai'i-. 
some way,..under continual threats of attack from a pursuing cavalry> 

‘ more numerous than their whole army. Ere tong, hills appeared, sQ 
far. projected from the mountain base^ that tlie army sooix entered tile 
winding of their vallies. But the Persian generals, aware that the op
portunity for effective operation with'their Cavalry was gone, knew 
also the advantage to be derived from the highlands they were approach
ing. A  large detachment of their foot-archers, men of the lowest rank, 
were sent forward to occupy the heights commanding the way; a guard 
of soldiers of superior degree attending, whose office wa^to inforce their 
exertion. Hrivenby stripes, and̂  the fear, of death from' the imj^rions

Spelhian’s correction may be allowed,, I  am 
not without hope that the. follotting transla
tion of. the passage in question niay be found 
intelligible and just.

. ‘ The Greeks were now aware tijat the
‘ squa-re is an inconvenient order o f march, 
‘  when an enemy follows. For when cir- 

cuinstances o f  the groiind, or a bridge to 
‘ be passed, compel to harrow the-front, the 
‘ wings, o f necessity, bending, the hea.yy- 
‘ armed are driven out o f regular order 
‘  they march inconveniently; and being at 
‘ the same time crowded, and their ranks 
‘ and files disordered, they are incapable o f  
‘ efficacious action.against aneiiemy. When 
‘  the defile then is passed, and the wings 
‘  open again to wheel into line, there is ne- 
' ceSserily an interval in the cOn.ter, which 
‘  is a  discouraging circbnistance to the sol- 
‘ .dier when the enemy follows; so that 
‘ whenever a bridge o f other harrow is- to 
‘ be passed, all are eager to be foremost; 
‘ and hence increase df opportunity for the 
‘  enemy. To remedy these inconveniencies, 
* the generals formed a picket o f, six *loChi, 
‘ each o f a hundred men, with proper offi-

‘ c4}‘s. Whenever than occasion required 
‘ that the wing shoi^d fe ll bapkj the picfeet 

. hhd its post in the rear, to protect them 
‘ during the .m ovem efii;’ (occupying the 
hollow between ifi'em While ahy remainedj 

or,' ( i f  the narrowness o f the pass compel
led the wings to close) ‘  keeping d ea f be- 
‘ yohd-them to  the rear. When, as the 
‘ ground then Would allow, thewingswheeled 
‘ up into line, the i picket again filled the 
‘ opening. I f  it was small, the picket was 
f  formed in colnmh o f  eaorobtieSt i f  largbrj 
‘ in column o f  penteCOstyes; if larger still, 
‘ in Column o f lochi, so as always to fill the 
‘  interval. Thus there was nO longer the 
‘ former confusion in'passing defiles or 
‘  bridges; the lochages’  (not as Spelroan 
has translated, esffipanies, hyt.
o f the-whole army) ‘  leading their divisions 
‘ in Orderly successioh ; and-if a body o f 
‘  heavy-armed was wanted to nCt anywhere 
‘ updn any occasion,' (this I  think to-be 
clearly the meaning o f ®rov Jsoi ti t?s 
yti', which Teuttclavius has totally pei-vertftd 
by 'hfs translation, s i phaiang-e opns .essetj 

‘  these were ready>’  ̂ .

baud
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^ancl behind them, the Persian archers pressed in such numbers, so 
close upon the Rhodian slingers. and other Greek lig;ht-arined, as-to 
compel them to retire within the square, and then they exceedingly 
galled the whole army. The deficiency however of spirit, discipline, 
and military science o f the P-ersians, afforded opportunity to the Gre
cian generals soon to put an end to this annoyance. Tho so inferior ' 
in force, they might always dare to detach. They sent therefore a body 
of targeteers to a height commanding that occupied by the enemy, and 
the very sight sufficed^ archers, and those appointed to infoice their 
exertion, fled together. The march was then continued uninterrupted 
to a-village, where fortunately was found a supply of wheatmeal and 

.wine, with large store of barley, collected for the stables of the governor 
of the province. For the sake of the vmunded, they halted here three 
days; and, on this occasion first, Are find mention of surgeons in the 
Grecian army : eight vvere, according to Xenophon’s phrase, now ap
pointed. It is indeed perhaps the first mention of army-surgeons, by 
any extant Grecian Avriter since Homer; who has attributed very high 
value to the services, and very high honors to the persons, o f the sons 
of iEsculapius, in the early age of the Trojan u'ar.

Anab. 1.5. more level country succeeded the first hills ; and here the enemy
C.4. S.20. renewed their desultory assaults, so as. exceedingly to distress the 

Greeks, incumbered. Avith their numerous Avounded  ̂ insomuch that, 
after a short march, they halted at the first village. Incouraged thus, 
the Persian generals, Avho had never yet ventured to attack the Greeks 
in any station, resolved to attempt it here. Opportunity, indeed, must 
soon be seized, or the Greeks would be among mountains, Avhere, tho 
not likely to find their own safety,' they would be beyond the pursuit of 
that cavalry,'Avithout Avhich the satraps and generals Avould not folloAV 
them. The credit therefore, Avhich these had promised themselves, 
from carrying ah the Grecian generals into the king’s presence, Avould 
have been lost; and as-so much seems to have been completely expected 

. from them, censure and deprivation of command might folloAv; seldom, 
under a despotic government, unattended Avith depriyation o f life, and 

’ ruin to the Avhole family. But they found (it is. the observation of 
Xenophon) a Avide difference betAyeen annoying a line o f march and

assaulting
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assaulting a station. They advanced indeM xlo*nearef than to attack 
with missile weapons. In such a feeble mode of attack, their numbers, 
little availing to themselves, gave greater opportunity to the enemy, 
and-they were repulsed with-such loss that the attempt was not 
repeated. _ • .

Nevertheless it behooved the Greek generals to take every measure for̂  . 
obviating, _or evading, such annoyance to their inarch, as that which 

• they had last suffered. They had now learnt that the enemy were vehe
mently fearful of nightly assault; for which (it is again Xenophon’s 
remark) *a Persian army indeed was very ill accommodated. For its I. A 
principal force Consisted in cavalry, whose horses were ahvays tied at s-2i.
night,-and commonly shackled'®; so that,.on any call to arms, The 
soldier had to take off the shackles, tb loOsen the halter, to saddle ** 
and bridle the horse, and to p>ut on his own corslet: things not all done 
with ready certainty, in darkness and under alarpi. It was therefore 
the practice o f the Persian generals, in pursuing the Greeks, always to 
withdraw early in the afternoon, and to incamp not less than seven or 
eight miles from them. The Greek geiierals therefore waited for the 
afternoon, before they would m ove; and, marching when they had 
assured themselves that the Persians were decidedly withdrawn.-for the 
night, they put such a distance between the armies that, during the 
next two days, they saw no enemy. *

. The Persian generals, tho totally indisposed to daring measures, 
nevertheless retained their anxiety to strike smneblow, which might do , 
them credit, before opportunity should be completely lost. Availing g 
tbemselves o f their knowledge o f the country, they sent forward a con-

V 9̂ The general want o f tenacity in t|ie soil, 
over the vast plains o f Asia, refusing efficacy 
to theEhropeiin melhOd o f Picketing, seetos 
to have occasioned the common practice o f 
ShacTding. . ; "

“  ’Ewto-alai. I t  has been generally sup
posed that a cloth or rug was all that the 
Greeks and Romans used, to relieve the seat 
en a horse’s back. Whether anything like 
that heavy, aukward implement, the m odem

VoL. i l l .  ■

oriental saddle, was in use among the an- 
tient Persians; must be now so difficult to 
determine, that, in the al>imdance o f oppor
tunity for noticing inaccuracies in D ’Ablan- 
court’s translation, o f  the .Anabasis,"’ Spel- 
man’s censure on his use o f the word sat^Iie,. 
in this passage, might well have been spwed; 
especially as the word Jiovsingf which he has 
giveil instead, seems far from nnobjectiou- 
ablei ■ ( . - .

Y sklefablc'
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sklerable'force; and* on the third day after the^^evening march, the 
Greeks were alarmed \nth the sight of a body of the enemy, on .a height 
commanding the way they must pass, the army under Tissaphernes and 
Arimus at .the same time pressing on their x'ear. Quick decision was. 
necessary. A body of targeteers, with three hundred chosen heavy- 
armetl, under Xenophon, pushed For a summit commanding that occu- 

. pied by the enemy. The Persian generals at the same time sent forward 
a detachment for the same purpose. Using the utmost exertion, the 
Greeks arrived first. The Persians on the lower height then imme
diately fled. Tissaphernes, finding his purpose thus baffled, -|>resently 
changed the direction of his march; and the Greeks descended,’ unnlo-- 
lested, into a vale, washed by the Tigris, rich in pasture, and abound
ing with villages. ^ -

Hitherto the. Persian-generals had a.Yoided.^aIl waste of the country,
/ through which the, Greeks directed their march.  ̂ Here first, villages,

,s.2—4.. were' seen in flames. The Persian cavalry, by a cirpuitous road, en
tered the vale about tte  same time with the Greeks, cut off . some o f  
them, strag-gling after plunder, and set fire to the dwellings of the 
peaceful inhabitants. The Greeks however vindicated to themselves; 
-the possession of the villages at ■ vvhich they arrived first, with all their 
contents. Various valuable supplies were found in them, and much 
cattle in the adjoining fields,’ and the generals took occasion to incou- 
rage the troops with observing, that now the Persians evidently acknbw- ’ 
leged their superiority, for they made war as i f  tlie country was nO 
longer fheir own. .

s,k—.12. Nevertheless new and pressing difficulties occurred. Hitherto the.
march had been pxrosecuted along the great road, the principal commu
nication from Babylon to the northern provinces, and never far front* 
the course of the Tigris,; A  new face o f country now presented 
itself; they were arrived a t the foot of that vast ridge, which,, under 
various names, stretches from tlie iEgean sea to the Caspian. The 

’’great northern rOad insinuated itself among the mountains. But two 
other great roads offered r one leading eastward to Ecbatana and Susa, 
the ordinary spring and summer , residences of the great king ; one west
ward, across the river, directly to Pydia and Ionia; being apparently 

,11 ■ .that
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that by wbicli Arfeeus bad proposed ta march, had he not succeeded 
in his negotiation for peace and pai-doji. This was the desirable road- 
for the Greeks. But the river was sa, deep, that th e ‘longest spear, it 
was found, would not reach the bottom; and-could boats.have been' 
collected, or rafts formed, a large body of cavalry seen on the farther 
bank, while tlie~army under Tissapberries watched thmr rear, would 
have made the passage next tO impracticable. Mountain-precipices 
overhanging the eastern hank, denied even the attempt to seek a passage 
higlier up. Under these circumstances, in a country of which the most 
slender report bad never yet-reached Greece, the generals had-recourse; 
to their prisoners. They were informed by these, ^hat the mountain's' 
before them were held by the Car.doos“ ; a most fierce and warlike 
people; who, tho surrounded by the dominions, had never owned the 
sovereinty o f the great king: that an army of a hundred and twenty 
thousand men had once been sent to teduce them, and the euri’ent 
report was, that not one of the number had ever returned; that never
theless they sometimes were;- b y  compact, upon good terms with the 
neighboring satraps, who drd not disdain to enter into treaty with 
them, and then communication was open between their country and 
the Persian provinces: that beyond Their mountains lay Armenia; art 
extensive and very plentiful country, whence coihmutiication was 
I'.eady to all quarters. , ' ‘ -

After every inquiry in their power,- having weighed all circumstanced, 
•the Greek generals resolved to'pursue the Vvay into Armenia; The usual' 
animosity o f the Gardoos against the Persians, it  was hoped would.

103'

From this people the m o
dern Curdies 'seem to have derived their 
 ̂blood, th,eir iiame, and. their character; for 

which Volney and Other travellers may be 
consulted. The last'syllable of the name" 
has apparently been added by the Greek?, 
as necessary for the inflexions of their lan
guage. The has been intended to repre
sent an oriental gutturafi alien to all English 

enunciation, and. perhaps, like the Frepch 
final n , rather a modification o f the pre
ceding vowel than a clearly distinct odnso-

nant. Thus a south Welshman, in 'p r o -  
nouucing the Eritisb word begins with 
a guttural sound, most nearly represented in  
English orthography by  the letter gi whence 

the word is written Gag/n ; and a Spaniard,^ 
a t  least a Castilian, endevoring to speak 
the English words W h ite , W hat, When, pro
nounces nearly GwiVe, Qtoat, Gwetf, whictf 
seems to have -been also nearly the pro
nunciation of the old Rowland Scots, who 
often \yrpte guh fon the English w k ,,

Y 3 dispose
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dispose tliem to friendship with the enemies o f the Persians., At least, 
annoyance from the Persian cavalry would be obviated; and it was 
indeed lit,lle likely that Tissaptjernes would, with any part of his army, 
venture to- pursue among the mountains. In the latter speculation 
they were not deceived.. Tis$aphernes immediately turned his march j 
probably thinking tliat, next to having the heads o f the Grecian ge
nerals to- lay before the king, the certainty of their being ingaged 
among the Cardoo highlaivds, was of all things most desirable for himr 
for, with little' risk o f contradiction, he might now make any report 
c f  his own prowess against them. Truth indeed, as the modern history 
,o f  the East abundantly evinces, so hardly finds its way to a despotic 
throve, that the base circumvention of the Grecian gqierals may v e ry  
possibly have been totally disguised, and those unfortunate rhen may 
have been presented to Artaxerxes as prisoners o f war, honorably made, 
proofs o f the meritorious exertion of bis victorioiis forces**;

Much however as the Greeka had already given up'of those • con- 
veniencies,. for the long march to the Ionian shore, which they m ight 
have preserved, had the way been friendly, it became necessaiy now 

n̂ato. h.4 i. forther to lighten their baggag-e. Slav.es, a species of'piui^der un
known to modern European armies, were inuch coveted .by the Grecian 
sjoldiec. Tliey re<|uî 6dmo. cattle, like otlrer plunder, to  transport theni ;• 
on the contrary, they, served, as cattle, to transport other plunder.

. Since their- breach with the Persians, the Greelcs llad collected numerous 
slaves, male mid female. E o i the march, over the mountains i t  was»‘ 
held requisite to abandon a large proportion of,them. Accordingly the* 
males w^re mostly dismissed, but discipline was not powerful enough i 
to make the Soldiers part with their women;

Advancing then, among the. mountaiirs, they, had the-mortification.^ 
to find every endevof vain, for bringing the iierce Cardoos to any ac- 
Gommodation. Obliged to fight- their way, they incounteredf with,

. little remission, during sevmn days, faf greater difficulties and dangers, 
than.had been experienced im the plains,. foom the countless cavalry of;

' ** Such a deception-is perhaps more than- to revile every a3'mhnstr.ation of:’their, owa, 
' 'tintravelledEnglishmen-wiU readily conceive country; but in the .Ea&t it .wo'uld appear, 

possible, much as many of-tliem are diippsed fa'tniliar. , .

the
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the great king.  ̂ Meatwhiki from the chill of autumnal rains, frequent
and heavy nmong the hig-lilands, they suffered the more, as it so (juickly
followed the heats of .an Assyrian summer. The road, always through
narrow cfefiles,. often- steep, was often commanded by precipices;
wheiice, with no other weapons than rolling-fragments pf rock, a few
men might stop an anny. But the Cardoos had other, weapons.- They .' • * *
gave extraordinary elRcacy to their bowshots, by a method of dfarwing, 
assisted’by the foot, by which they discharged arrows three feet long,,
;with such force as to pierce shields,, and corslets. ■ The Cretan bo-wmen; 
learned, from their enemies, to improve their ewn practice, so as to he 
highly useful in this passage;, but the Cardoo arrows were so above 
proportion for their bows, that they could use them only as darts.' 
Nevertheless science and discipline, with superior defensive armour, . 
hiabled the' Greeks every where to> overbear opposition ; and when they 
could reach the towns, which were numerous, and all unfortified they Anab. t. 
found good houses and abundant provisions; for the Cardoos, in ^
rude style, lived'well among their mountains. - ,

Compelled thus to fight their way, and to take by violence what- 
they wanted, when at leiigtli they had completed the laborious and 
dangerous passage of the mountoins, and the Armeniatt plain came in 
view, increased difficulty occurred. A  deep aPd rapid river, wariling 
the foot o f the mountains, crossed the road. On the farther bank, a «•'3* 
Persian army appeared, 'pj'̂ p̂ red* to dispute the passage. It was com* 
manded by the satrap Orontas, who, by another roadj had reached, 
his satrapy before them. The Cardops> with sharpened animosity, 
having, followed their march,. were gathered on the heights behind; 
ready, at the favorable moment, to fall upon their rear 

'^hile the Greek generals were at the greatest loss to chuse among: 
the-difficulties before them, a' more favorable, ford than that lying in 
the direct course o f the.great road, was, by meer accident, discovered? 
at no great distance, unguarded. Without hesitation they proceeded: 
to profit from it, and the first division of the army had no sodner. 
passed, than the Persians began to fly. It appears probable, that the-. 
satraps had promised themselves and their troops an-easy victory, over“
■ffie small remains o f the Grecian army which might escape, if indeed-

•, ; any
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any s-liould escape, the Cardoo arms. Th^ s%hfe- of theif Bpmbers, .riot 
sensibly dkriinished, aiid the observation that ,the fierce highlanders 
feared J;o attack them,'Oven Avith tnissile Aveapons, ‘till more than half 
their force had crossed the river, seem to have occasioned the pariic 
Avhich urg'ed the whole Persian army to fly; sd profusely, that the very 
small body of the Grecian Cavalry pursuing, supported only by the 
targeteers, took a considerable part of the baggage. The rear division , 
o f  the Greeks, which -the Cardoos, watching the favorable moment, 
at length'attacked, was , commanded by Xenophon; Avho, in relating; 
his precautions to evade, and his efforts to check their assaults, con
fesses that their activity, boldness, and Skill rvere highly distressing; 
and, tho the loss altogether was not great, ~they did more execution 
than all the satrap’s army. '

The hazardous passage o f the mountains and. the river being thus' 
■fortunately effected; one enemy, very formidable among the high-, 
lands, but wanting discipline for action in a plain, being left-behind, 
and the other which in the plain should have been-formidable, flying- 
before them, the Greeks prosecuted their march sixteen or. eighteen, 
miles .uninterrupted, over a fine champaia country, o f gentle rise and 

fall, appearing singularly to invite habitation and cultivation, yet.' 
Avithout-a dwelling to. be seen; all was waste through the inability 

-or neglect o f the.Persian goA^ernment to'protect its subjects against 

the inroacls o f the Cardoos. In the evening they reached a large 

A'illage, where, .to their great advantage, faither proof o f Persian 

supineness occurred. The satrap having a palace there, the place was 

less likely to be fdrgotten or neglected, arid'yet, as i f  purposely left 

for their present refreshment and future supply; they found provisions 

abounding, •
Five days then they proceeded, expecting always opposition, hut 

meeting none. .On. the-sixth, arriAurig at the rivef Telebc^, which 
divides Eastern from. Western Armenia, they saw the-farther bank 
occupied by an array commanded by Teribazus, goA êtnor of the latter, 
Avlio seemed prepared to  dispute their entrance into his. country. Soon 
however it  became evident, that the hope o f  success in open contest 
with the Grecian̂  li^avy-arriicd, whicK, had. been abandoned in the

' : ' ' ’ ■ . -center
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ceoter of the einptr^ ^nder, the monarch’s eye, was not resumed iit 
that distant province. A message of/peace soon arrived from-Teri- 
bazus, Avith a prdposal that, if  they w6pld ahstain from .useless <de- . 
vastation Avithin his government,, not only their passage should be 
unmolested, but they should be allowed to: take necessary provisiottst 
Such a proposal was accepted -gladly, and a treaty,, of which it was 
the basis, was quickly concluded. « .

The march o f  the next three' days was tHen as through a friendly Anab. I. -ii 
country; tho Teribazus followed with his army, at no great distance,^ 

watching their motions. But, in' a small V'ariation o f latitude,, mount
ing gradually from the burning flats o f Mesopotamia, little raised above 

the Indian ocean’s tide, to the lofty plains^ near which the Tigris and 

Euphrates have their sources, they experienced a violent change o f 
climate; a change apparently unforeseen when, On the southern side 

o f the mountains, they burned their tents. While they slept, un- s. 7̂ 
sheltered, on the ground, so heavy a snow fell as to bury men and 

cattle. W ood  fortunately abounded, with which they made large 

flres, Olive o il,' which in Greece was commonly used to relieve the 

inconveniencies, equally of excessive cold and excessive heat, the severe 

Avinters o f Armenia denied ; but oils of hitter almonds,; sesame, and 

turpentine, supplied the deficiency; or, if these failed* the ahundahce s.7<̂ 
o f lard was a resource, Avhich the Greeks did not spurii at, for copious 

unction o f their Avhole bodies. In  other points they were.plentifully* . 
‘ Supplied; the Armenian villages abounding, not only with necessaries, 
but luxuries; not only AVith corn and meat, but variety of pulse, dried 

fruits, and wines old'and flavored. :
All circumstances Considered, their Conditioji seemed now even for

tunate; when the necessity o f dispensing Avith the regularity of a camp,
. for the.sakq o f shelter among unfortified villages, produced 5:n untoward! , 
change. .The authority of the generals, scarcely sufficing always to- 
ijiforce due order in thq assembled - army, could not in force regular 
conduct in scattered quarters;-and, against the faith: of the treaty, . 
some houses were,' in meer AAmitonness, set on fire,, at the,'time o f 
marching in the morning, by those AA'ho had profited from their shelter- 
during the night.' . This Avas probably among the.circuinstances whicR.

Stimulated.
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stimulated Teribazus,, instead of longer following tbe Greeksj to ad
vance before them, and occupy the heights commanding a (fefile which 
they must pass. A  prisoner fortunately gave informatibii o f this cir-  ̂
cumstance, and £l disposition was made for driving the Persians from 
the commanding ground. The Persians however fled, before assault 
reached them, leaving their camp, withT the pavilion of Teribazus, 
^nd all itj furniture, the silver-footed bed, the table plate, and many 
o f  the household slaves, the easy prey o f ■ the victors. The r'egard for. 
truth which Xenophon generally evinces, tiie candor'with which he 
often declares the crimes o f his fellowcoimtrvmen, even those in 
which, as w6 shall find, he was compelled to take a leading part, justly 
in title him to ouiv general credit: yet it must be confessed that his 
narrative rather stammers here; and i f  Teribazus was perfidious, as 
Xenophon affirms, he cerfainly took his measures very ill.

Thus easily as they disposed of the Persian forces that would ha%̂ e 
opposed them, the Greeks ito-w found new and most formidable diffi
culties tO’ incounter. In Eastern Armenia, according* to the informa
tion which l^Cnophon obtained, they had crossed the Tigris near its 
source. They now approached the head Of the Euphrates; and while 
winter Still advanced, and they still gradually ascended to a higher 
l6vel of g.round, a very disadvantageous change of country occurred. 
For .three days march all was desert; the snow, generally six feet deep, 

•had blotted out aU\roads : the northwind, always extremely sharp, 
often blew violently. Guides were procured from the villages without 
'difficulty; but provisions failed, and Wood became scarce, The Greeks, 
unpractised in such climates, seem not to.have obtained information' 
from the natives Irow to manage .their fires,'or to profit from the shelter 
w'hicli snow itself may afford. In traversing the snowy deserts of 
America, the first Business, where it is proposed to halt for the night, 
is to clear a space for each fire, sufficient to contain the party that is 
to sleep'around it. The snow then’dissolves little, and the party rest 
on the ground, warmed by Iheffire, and sheltered from all wind. But 
the Greeks discovered the depth of the snow only by its melting, where 
they made their fires on it; and ou the snow itself they laid themselves 
to rest, exposed to the bitter blast. .Marching, and tlius halting, they

■ suffered
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suffered nearly alike. Some lost .their toes, some their eyes; many Anab. 1 .4, 
slayes, .and ev'en som,eof the soldiers  ̂ died of cold and hunger. Thp* 
baggage-cattle of course suffered, »atid many perished. -

In this extraordinary country, in the latitude o f the finest climates, 
the rigor o f aai arctic winter drove the inhabitants to the resources, 
which are familiar in Siberia and Tartary. They formed their houses s. ig—23, 
under-ground, where men and cattle herded together. Nevertheless 
the-produce of die soil was not *niggardly. The army, arriving at 
length at some villages, found provisions abounding; meat of various 
kinds, fowls,, and wheaten bread. Wine, from the grape, either the 

, climate,.'or the want of modern skill, denied; but the people consoled 
themselves, with beer; which Xenophon commends, under the name 
of barley-wine; and altogether the chang6 o f condition \yas found 
so advantageous, that he speaks of this as a laud of luxury. For
tunately for the Greeks, the inhabitants, secluded from communica
tion, believed-their confident assertion, that they,were the,king’s c .6. s. 
troops, and treated them with the utmost kindness and respect. ' Here 
therefore they rested eight days, to prepare for new fatigue.

During this halt, Xenophon resided in the house of the chief officer 
or magistrate of one of the villages, with whose behaviour he was much 
satisfied. Wlien the army moved again, this man was taken as a guide, 
and his son as a hostage for his fidelity. The march then being prose
cuted three days, and no habitation seen, while men and cattle suffered 
much, Cheirisophus, impatient, imputed to the guide tbe purpose o f 
avoiding the villages ; and refusing credit to his assertion, that the 
country necessarily to be traversed was uninhabited, in anger struck 
him. The man so felt the indignity, that, tho bis son remained in the. 
hands of the-Greeks, he left them the following night, and was seen, 
no more. • Xenophon expresses himself much hurt by this Spartan 
brutality and its consequence. He adds however that it was the only - 
occasion, during the whole march, on which he bad any difference 
with Cheirisophus.

Fortunately the river -Phasis was not far oflÊ and for seven days B\ C. 4 dO. 
its course directed the way*?. Diverging then for two days, the

army Forster’s
The learned author of the dissertation posed that the guide, who deserted, had 

®n the geography of jthe Anabasis, .has sup- purposely misled the Greeks, and *that they 
,V 0 L. III. Z  continued
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army .reached the defiles leadings from the lofty, plains ©f A^wenia, to 
the lower country, spreading between the Caspian and Euxine seiis» 
Here the war|-ipr|i, o f  ' three fierce' tribes, the Phasians, Chalybs, and 
Taocs, none owning the great king’s allegiance, wiere assembled -to 
dispute the passage. Stratagem however, with superior arms and, supe
rior discipline, inabled the Greeks to force their way, with Uttledoss. 
The defiles'being passed, opposition ceased; and; in the plain beyond, 
yillages were found, abundantly stored with provisions for present sup
ply. But, in a marcb o f five days afterw^d, no food could be obtained;: 

Anab. 1. 4 . the Tuocs had removed eyerything to strOng’ hoIds on the hills, and 
C.7. s, 1—'9 . Greeks were reduced to the sad necessity o f adding slaughter to

robbery for subsistence.- It may indeed be feared'that mild methods 
were not duly tried, for bringing fheynde people to an accommodation. 
One o f their strong holds was stormed ; and such was 4 he abhorrence, 
among the unfortunate families "^ho held it, o f failing into the power of 

, the Greeks, that, when resistance was found wain, - the wopren threw their 
owu'chiWren down the steeps,, and then;, with tbe men; precipitated 
themselves. An Arcadian lochage, JEheas o f  Stymphpus, endevoring 
to stop one whose dress seemed to mark superior rank, was . dragged 
4 cwrr the precipice with him, and they perished together.'

8.10—1-8. The cattle, thus acquired, supported the Greeks in traversing, during 
seven days, the country of the Chalyhs ; a people distinguished, among 

. the Asiatics, by their, superior armour, adapted to close fight, and by 
tbeir courage in using it. This people had removed everything from 
the villages, and it was not till after proceeding four days through the 
more lev eh territory o f the Scythinians, that the’ Greeks found a  

s M  supply. After four _;days march again, they arrived a^  Gy™ifoas, a 
large and wealthy city. It is remarkable that only one town-of such 
a description, Opis, oni.the rivet Physcus in Aledia, has occurred in the 
whole length of way from the border (rf Mesopotamia to this place'. We 
read only o f villages; meaning apparently towns inhabited, solely by 
husbandmen, with the few artificers necessary to husbandry. Here.

continued long to wander out of tlieir way. e6ced, intelligept, and faitbful guide would 
Xenophon furnishes no sufficient ground for prefer a circuitous road. That of Tourne- 
such a supposition; and, on the contrary,, fort, Quoted in the nexfnote, suffices to vin- 
theaccounts of ahtient and modern travellers . dicate the grohability of Xenophon's parra* 
seem to explain sufficiently why n̂ experi- tive,  ̂- ' . - , , ' '
. . , , ‘ fortunately

    
 



Sect.W . ' m
fortunately found a disposition to prefer peaceful 'accGniiUodatiUii 
to the chance of war. The chief, or governor, - furnished the Greeks 
with a gu ide; and, by the same measure, relieVied his people from 
guests whom they feared, and revenged them on’ neighbors whom 
they hated ; ferj the guide, iri pursuance of his instructions, conducted 
the ’Greeks through a country which he incouragcd thera to plunder, 
and evens urged them to burn and destroy. 1

This man had ingaged,. at the periTof his life, to lead the army, 
hvedays, within sight of the' Euxine sea, and he made his word good.
From a hill, in the course of' the fifth' day’s march, it was distinctly „̂ab, 1.4. 
seen. The leading divisioft immediately gave a shout of, jo y ,, which s, i6-«
was presently repeated by those next in the line; while the tear, igho- .
rant o f what the growhig tumult, meant, .apprehehded an enemy in. 
front, and dagger more’ than comhi on. - Pressing, however, forward,, 
to give the assistance that might be-wanting, they presently distin -̂ 
guished the reiteration of the cheering words' ‘ the sea!' the sea !’ J o y ' 
then filled every eyfe, congTatulations flowed from evary lip ; and, iil ' 
the tumult of gladness, without waiting for orders of tegular permission, 
all sedulously employed themselvfes in collecting stoneis, witfi'wblch 

. a large, barrow was quickly raised, as a monument Of the iappy eventi.
Want o f generous gratitude was hdt among the national’vices 6 f  the 
Greeks. The guMe was liberally rewarded. A  horse, a silver cup, a 
Persian dress, were presented to him, with ten darics in money, and, at 
his particular request, many rings. He then pointed put a village at a 
distance, which would aiford commodious quarters, gave directions for 
the way forward, through the country of the Macrons,, and in the 
evening took his leave. ' . :

H ext d a y a  cirqumstauce occurred, in another;^anter indicating c.8. 
the approach of the army to the sphere of Grecian comm'Unication and 
commerce. While the advanced guard were felling some trees! to faci
litate the passage o f a river, a body of the Macrons.approached, to 
oppose it,. Orders were not yet givCri for measures to force the way, . 
when a targeteer of the Grecian army came to Xenophon, ,and told him 
‘ he had overheard the enemy’s conversation, and underatood their.
* language; in short, circumstances altogether gave him" to beUeye,
* theirs to he his native country; for, tho long since free, he had origw

' ' ' ' z 2  , ■ ' , * nally
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‘ nally been imported to Athens as a slave. If, therefore, he might be 
‘ permitted, he would speak to them.’ The Macrons readily listened 
to a man speaking their own languagej and, being told that the Greeks 
desired their friendship, and; were enemies to the king of Persia,, they 
instantly laid aside all appearance of animosity. A  treaty, presently 
concluded, was ratified by the. exchange o f a Grecian for a Macron 

. spear, and some invocations o f their respective deities. The barbarians 
' then assisted sedulonsly. in felling trees and clearing the way, mixed 
without reserve in the Grecian camp, and, in a inarch of three days 
through their country, providing the best market it could readily 
afford, conducted the armv to the Colchian mountains.

, f Trea.ty with the Colchians being either neglected or unavailing, an
effort o f some difficulty and hazard here became necessary;’, But 
against superior arms and discipline, directed b y  superior science, the 
numbers and brajVery o f barbarians, tho seconded by very advan
tageous ground, as usual failed ; and, in two days more, the army 
reached tlie first gfeatobject of its wishes, a Grecian town,,Trapezus, 
now vulgarly Tx-ebizond, on the shore of the Euxine sea. At this place, 
,.a large and flourishing Commercial settlement froui Sinope, itself a 
colony from Miletus, they found that friendly reception which, from 
those claiming the same ancestry, speaking the same language, acknow^ 
leging the same religion, tho unconnected in civil government, they had 

, promised themselves. Here therefore, as for their first arrival in a ter- 
S.18—21. litory intrinsically friendly, they performed sacrifices, vowed to the sup

posed guides'of their match, Protecting Jupiter and Hercules.  ̂ Games 
in the Grecian manner, were added; horseraces, footraces, wrestlingy 
boxing and the pancratium. Thus they proposed at the same time to 
celebrate their own ndvCliture, to entertain their kind boats, and to 
show farther their^fespect and gratitude to the gods .

The Greeks passed through in ground; the cold-severe; the fog so thick
midwftiter. Tournefort set out from TTrebi* that they could not see oneanother fouR 
zond for Erzerum; the modern capital of paces off; and even in the valley, in wbicii

Anab. l.̂ . 
e. 8. s. 7— 
17.
February.
Forster’s
piss.

- Armenia, in the train of the basha\v of that 
place, toward midsummer. Even at that 
season the bashaw took a circuitous way, as 
4he more commodious and less rugged. On 
the seventh o‘f Jane nevertheless they passed 
aver bare mountains; vritU SBO.w On the

they halted for the night, not a stick, nor 
even a cowslot, says Tournefort, was to b© 
found to burn; even the bashaw could have 
no victuals dressed that day. From Trebi- 
zond thus far ta journey of five days)' the 
■ country bore a near.rfi8einblance.to,the Alps

aB{i.
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S E Q T  I O N  Y ,

Return o f the Greeks. Transactions at Trupezus, Cerasas, (beneficial 
Effect o f Grecian Sup&tstition) Cotpora, (Spirit of Grecian 
Military Disciptine)-Sinope, Reracleia, Fort-Calpe,

I t was not 6asy to persuade. the multitude that, when once thus , 
arrivied on Grecian ground, any considerable dangers or difficulties 
could necessarily interfere with their progress to Greece  ̂ But their 
numbers, hitherto so important for their preservatioa, became now 
their hindrance. One or two, or perhaps a hupdred of them, might 
readily have found conveyance by sea. But how, at Trapezus, vessels 
could be collected for transporting all, and howi ih the interval, so 
large an addition to the population of a town, with so small a territory, 
and so distant, from friendly and civilized countries, could be sub
sisted, were matter ;̂ •apparently not within calculation. Oh the 
contrary, to pass by land, to any point of the connected line o f 
Grecian colonies, for a small party, was perhaps impossible j ye t their 
united strength, might probably command its way, tho far through a

and' Pyrenees. Even in descending the 
mountains, on' the southern side, the way 
was tbrOjUgh narrow, barren, woodless val
leys, inspiring, according to Tournefort's ejc- 
pression, nothing but melancholy;' It was 
not till the tenth or eleventh day’s march* _ 
in that favorable season, '«'ith all the advan
tages that a bashaw, going in peace to take 
possession of his government, could Com-̂  
mand, that they arrived among fertile fields, 
jn which Various grains were cultivated ; and 
not till the twelfth day that they reached 
Erzeru-m. Snow had fallen at Erzerum on. 
the first of June. , At midsummer, .for axi, 
ho.up after sunrise, the cold, was so sharp 
there as to benumb the hands and incapaci
tate them for,writing, tho the midday heat 
-was inconvenient, even to a Laugueclocram 
Not a tree nor a bush was to be seen around 
Erzerum : fir, brought a two p r  three days 
journey, was the only wood known for .burn

ing: the common fewel was eowdungrof the 
effect of which upon, hjs victuals, and the 
smell everywhere, Toufnefort vehemently 
complains. V'oy. au Levant, Lettre 18.

AcCording-to the same respectable writer 
the s.horteSt way from Erzerutja to Trebizond,. 
for a single mao, in the favorable season, is- 
only a five days journey. But his account,, 
and all' accounts, show it likely that the' 
direct \vay,from the Arn'ienian plains, toTxa*. 
pezus, would have been iinpracticable for 
the Grecian army, and that itwas necessary 
to diverge eastward. Georgia, tho to the 
iiorth, has a much milder climate, and sup-- ' 
plies Armenia.with fruits, It seems thereforst- 
every.way probable that the guide, .ill-treateH 
by Cheirisophus, executed bis office faithfully 
and ably, while he remained with the arnjyj 
cdnducting it by a circuitous, indeed, but > 
the most advantageous, ‘ and, at that season,, 
perhaps even the only way,

' bostils
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hostile country, mountainous and difficult, with a few Grecian settle* 
ments only,-at A?ide intervals, on the coast. The soldiers, however, 
alive to the impression o f past fatigues and perils, were thoughtlessly 
eager for the passage by sea. ‘ I am tiredj’ said one,, ‘ o f eternally 
■ collecting, my necessaries, walking, runningV marcliing in rank and 
‘ file, mounting, guard,> and fighting. W ith the.-sea . brfore. us, why 
‘ should we not use the advantage, and proceed the rest o f our way,
‘ like Ulysses, sleeping, to  Greece*^?’ This improvident .speech- was 
received, with general applause; and Cheiiisophus, a well-meaning and 
2«alous,--but not aii able officer, confirmed the impression, by exciting 
hope that he dbuld give practicability to the proposal': * Anaxibius,’ 
he said, ‘ ŷ ho, I am informed, now commands the. Lacedemonian 
‘ fleet, is niy friend, -and if  you. will commission me, I  think I  can 

bring b.oth transports to carry, and triremes to convoy you.’ This 
was decisive ; the soldiers, who, in fhe deficiency o f established sub» 
ordination, had been summoned by their generals to common debate 
upon the occasion; immediately voted that Chcirisephus should go  with* 
out delay, ' ' ' •

I t  remained then for-Xenophon, the other generals little assisting in 
difficult circumstances, to provide that the army should have subsistence, , 
and to preserve in it  that order and discipline, without which it  would 
risk to beconre a  nuisance to friends or a prey to enemies,. Few had 
wherewithal to buy neces$aries in the Trapezuntiiie market, ■ nor could - 
the Trapezuntines fumishr a market equal to the demand. To rob the 
neighboring barbarians seemed the only resource; and. under sanction 
of the;common Grecian tenet, that, against those to whoni they were 
bound by no compact, they were by no moral or religious law forbidden 
any violence, it was put in practice vuthout scruple ; at the proposal of 
Xenophon himself, and under regulations o f  bis proposal. A t first this 
nefarious expedient was successfal; but repeated losses taugbt the bar
barians to secure their property, and revenge themselves on the robbers. 
A  maroding psrty, consisting of two.lochi, was mp ŝtly cut off; Clea:- 
netns, the commanding lochage, fell; and the slaughter was altogether 
greater perhaps than, in any one actipn, the army had yet sifffered. . 
Xothing was now anymore to.be found, within such a distance.thfit 

Referring to .Homer's desGription in the thirteenth book of the OdysseyV v. 1
■ ,  ̂ the
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the expedition could be completed in a day; for the guides furnished 

. by the Trapeziintines, instructed in the considerations necessary for the 
■welfare, of their town, avoided the nearer tribes, wTrose friendship had 
been cultivated or was desirable, and led the parties to the more distant,̂  
who were either hostile*, or whose disposition the Trapezuntiries little 
regarded. Thus, without adv̂ ancing, the Greeks underwent the fatigues 
and dangers of a march through an enemy’s country. Yet the necessity 
Was urgent for continuing the practice, and giving it, if possible, in
creased efScacy. Intelligence therefore being obtained of a strong hold 
in the mountains, where the tribe esteemed the most warlike of the 
coast had collected their cattle, Xenophon put himself at the head of 
half the army, and, not without risk, equal to any undergone in the 
whole expedition, stormed it, and led off the booty.

The store thus iniquitously acquired was’ however nearly exhausted, 
and where to procure another supply nobody could tell, while the return 
of Cheirisophus, and intelligence from him, remained equally in vain 
expected. Xenophon, always fearing that vessels'for transporting so 
large an army could not be procured, had proposed sending requisitions c. i. s.f, 
to the Grecian towns on the coastj to repair the roads communicating - 
between them, for the purpose of facilitating the -march, if to march 
should at last become necessary ; but the soldiers would not then hear , 
of marching, or give their sanction to anything that might promote the.
p̂urpose. Of his own authority, nevertheless, he sent to recommend 
the measure to the magistrates, urging the inconvenience that might 
arise from the delay of so large an army in their narrow territories ; and 
general attention was paid to his recommendation. A proposal to press- 
■vessels for the transpdrt̂ service had been better received by the army, 
and a penteconter, borrowed from the Trapezuntines for the purpose, 
was committed to Dexippus, aiacedsemonian. But this man immedi
ately betrayed the trust, Sailed for the Hellespont, and left the deceived 
army to account to the Trapezuntines for the loss of their vessel- These 
nevertheless lent a triaconter, one of the Smallest vessels used as ships- 
of war by the Greeks, having. only thirty oars. Poly crates,, an. Athe
nian, Appointed commander, was diligent and successful j, many vessels 
Arere pressed, and the cargoes, being landed atTrapezuŝ  Avere preserved 
for the owners.

The

C.3.
10.
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T ’lie evident Tiecessityibr moving was now become such that none 

any longer refused or hesitated. An estimate being, made of what the 
vessels collected might carry, it Was presently agreed that, under the 
two oldest generals, Philesius and Sophmfietus, all wbo had passed 
their fortieth year should be indulged with conveyance by sea, toge
ther with the sick, the many women and children, and the heavy bag
gage ; and that the rest should march by land, Tho road, through 
the ̂  fortunatfe precaution of Xenophon, was already prepared; the 
marching and the navigating divisions moved together, and, on the 

, third day, met again at Cerasus, another settlement of the Sinopians, 
■ ôurnyfoft. on the Euxine shore; the place to which Eiy ope owes the cherry, the 
•vsint, letU7. natural produce of the surrounding hills; first carried to Italy by 

^Luciillus, the Roman conqueror of the country, above three hundred and 
thirty years after the expedition of Cyrus ; thence, within little more 
than a century, naturalized in Britain, and still, wherever it has spr.ed, 
bearing in its name the memorial of its origin.

On re^sembling at Cerasus the army was mustered, and the heavy
armed were found to be still eight thousand six hundred,. remaih'ing 
out o f about ten thousand. I t  is certainly matter for wonder, that no 
greater loss was suffered from the, various enemies incountered ; hut 
what, with those who have the care o f armies, infinitely more deserves' 
consideration, is that, in such a service, without even ordinary conve- 
niencics, without tents, without stores, passing through changes of 
climate the mpst violent, tho some had been frozen to death, scarcely 
any had perished ly  sickness**. ;

The
those in the healthiest occupation of civil 
life ashore. lit land warfare, indeed, cir
cumstances frequently arise, in which the 
health of the soldier cannot be provided for, 
as that of men ashipboard always may. But, - 
seeing sickness so greatly more prevalent in 
one service tlian in the other, may it not 
deserve consideration what are the circum-

A.nab. 1.5i 
c. 3. s. 4.

^  Xenophon’s summary detail, if it may 
be so called, of the loss, is remarkable ; ‘Ot

oiTAoi, a<rtaho![<i vTre vs stal xai
I* Tij toaa, as if he was hardly certain that 
any had died'of sickness. The passage may 
perhaps be most nearly translated thus: Tke  

rest perished by enemies and snov , and possibly 

a Jew  by sickness.
Since, by a wise and humane attention, stances, among those likely to affect health.

the evil of that formerly dreadful scourge 
ofathe modern sea-service, the scurvy, has 
been obviated, the men employed in {hat' 
service, have been no more subject to mor
tality, or disability, froia ŝickness, than

in which they do, but need not, differ; or 
need not in the degree to which they do ? * 
In looking to these then, two, much within ' 
the officer’s power) are striking; the diet, 
and the clothing. The seaman’s' diet, when

aboard.
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-The <lelay a,t'^rapezus had given opportunity to dispose advantage

ously of the slaves, taken in the.course of the march. It appears to have 
heen-a prinCipahobject of the traffic of these distant settlements, on 
barhariam shores,'to supply Greece with'slaves; and there seems-too 
much reason to fear that, opportflnity exCitihgr Cupidity, cattle and  ̂
corn were- not alone sought in the vatiou's excursions from-Trapezus, 
but thC5\vretched barbarians, when they could* be caught, were them- 
selvea taken, ‘and f exposed: in the Trapezantihe'market. ' The spoil, 
which must have been mostly collected since the circumvention of the 
generals, was now of large amount arising chiefly from the sale or fan- 
sqm o f prisoners. At Cerasus i t  was-divided, and, according to custom, j  ̂
a tenth was committed to the generals, to be disposed of in offerings to c. 3  ̂ s.s— 
the gods ; prihcipally to’the Delphian Apollo and the Ephesian Diana’. ‘

As, in approaching Greece  ̂ apprehension of .dangers and difficulties
.aboard, is provided .for .him-, and be has service, indulgence is allowed-, the habit of 
. scarcely any 'choice : the soldier is ̂ often - the parade and êld of ex'hrcise. is adverse to* 
rnuch at liberty about both meat and dyinlc. - a just use of it; if the desire is not done awky,
On’tlie contrary, for clothing, the seaman u<̂he knowlege, whibb should have been the - 
rnanuges, for,himself SfChuses, among what result of expesienCb is,wanting.' For the sol- 
he possesses, what he would, on, diiferent dier to take advantageous-care of himself in 
occasions, wear., atid how be would wear it; clothing, as the seaman does, hb must have 
in hot or in cold,>.-ib wet or in dry weather, the seaman's practice in that care.' 
inaction, or in,res,t. The soldier is denied To: return then to the point whenoe we' 
almost all choice: the admonition of his set out, the Greeks appear to-have been 
feelings, arising from the state of hiS body limited by no regulations, either for clothinĝ  
at the time, giveri by beneficent nature pur- ’ as-the soldien with lis, or for djet, as thesea- 
posely, to direct, him, he is forbidden to man; tho, for-.one important eircumstunce
obey. ■ 'Young and old, of one constitution 
and' 'ahdtherl' all are compelled to follow 
the same regulations. Tliant youth readily 
accommodates. itself so'far as to beat what: 
is, at first, severely adverse to the feelings,' 
aiid may remain injurious to.'tlie 'cotastitu-l 

, tiqn-; especially tight ligatures, and the 
heat produced by overthick,, ©r overdose 
dothing, in hot "weather ; iiimmuch' that, 
when the habit is ‘fixed,; it becomes /even

of diet,, they were limited by the fortunate 
ignorance, in their age; of spirituous liquors. 
In their case thus it might appear, that the 
opportunity of . choice, advantageous 'for 
dothing, Was not generally injurious' for 
diet; audit would follow; that'the denial 
of opportuhity to consult feeling for cloth
ing, may reasonably be suspected to. be, in 
oUr service,- the* injurious cifcumstaUce. 
Of modern physicians,'some have attributed

painful to dispense with the injurious: pres- much importance to dothing: others ap- 
sure ; which however surely caniiot be ad- pear .to have slighted the consideration of 
vantageouS preparation for winter duty, even it. Those who have attended, armies on 
in the mild climate of ■ our own iland, in its , service, diligently "ad verting'to all circum- 
iutefnal -pe’ace- amid a.war-ring world; and stances, will best know hOw to estimate its 

; shll far less foVthe winter campains-of mo- value, anddirect'practiceaccordingly, 
djern European warfare. If then, on'severe

V f )X . - I I I .  - A  a  ' ■ * #Q1C

    
 



J78

Anaij; 1. S. 
C .7 .  s. S>" 
15. ■

C. 4. S.1.

«. 5. s.l.

H 1ST O R Y  O F 0 ,R  E E C E. C hap. X X III.

■wore E'way, a carelessness, approaching to scorn, of discipline and sub
ordination, grew,: the generals were regarded only, as attention to theny 
was necessary either for pro*fit of safety. The eve of departure from • 
Cerasus, therefore, after a Stay of ten days, -was chosen by a profligate 
band, collected by a profligate lochage, for an, attempt , to plund^ a 
village of friendly barbarians in the neighborhood. Measures however 
were so ill taken, that the outrage was successfully resisted, aijd the 
lochage himself killed, witlymany of his associates. But thq barbarians, 
alarmed at their own success, sent three of their elders to Cerasus, to 
Complain of the injury attempted against them, to deprecate revenge, 
apprehended for the unpremeditated slaughter made in their necessary 
defence, and to offer, wliat they knew Grecian prejudices made impor
tant, the bodies of the slain for burial. The marching division o€ the 
army was already gone, when they arrived ; but, the Cerasuntines assu
ring them that the injurious attack had . been the unapproved measure 
only'of some -vVorthless individuals, they would have followed by sea to 
the next Grecian town on the coast, rather Ihnn appear deficient in 
Compliment arid apOlogy to.the generals and army. ' Unfortunately the 
miscreants, who had fled from the victorious, barbarians, were still in 
•Cerasus. Uearnmg what was going forward, and fearing juSfc venge-, 
ance, their resource was to excite a tumult, in which the unfortunate 
elders were stoned'to death; and, as ah inflamed multitude is not guided 
by reaspn, passion took new objects, the.generals themselves were alariî ed, 
and some of the Cerasuntines perished before tjuiet could be restored̂  ̂

These however were the actions of a profligate few, or an impassioneefx 
multitude, disowned and reprobated by the. generals, and, in any moment 
of reflection, by the greater part of the army; whose ppincipj'es of 
humanity and morality nevertheless as we. become more acquainted 
with them, will not rise in our estimation. Soon after quitting Cerasus, 
the marching division entered a Countrj'̂  of hncornmonly rugged moun
tains, occupial .by an independent hord, the Mbsyneeks, with com
plexions singularly fair, and manners singularly uncouth. The dissen- 
tions of this people among themselves principally facilitated the march; 
which one tribe had no sooner resolved to oppose, than another became 
disposed to favor. Thus, in a passage of eight days, the Greek's found, 
.means to obviate opposition. Equally unresisted, they crossed the still

■ loftiec
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loftier mountains of tile Chalybs, subjects of the Mo$yneeks, and 
\mployed by tliem̂ in working the steel, the valuable produce of their* 
rugged soil. Descending then into the more champain country of the 
Tibarenes, they were met bydieralds, bearing presents, the pledges of 
hospitality. But peace here lost its charms. The generals themselves 
had o|jserved from the heights, with longing eyes, that the villages of 
the Tibarenes were.in assailable situations; and plunder, aiidgratifi
cation to the dishonest desires of their troops, were immediately pro
posed. The nffered presents were therefore rejected; for acceptance 
would have ingaged them in compact with tlje givers ; and thia would 
have ingaged the gods in opposition to the robberŷ  for which, on the 
contrary, it was hoped to obtain divine approbation and favor. Sacrifice 
was accordingly resorted to, but the symptoms were adverse: morS vic
tims were immolated, but in Vain.. The augius were rmanimoas in decla- 
. ring, that the gods totally disapproved war with the Tibarenes.

Between two writers, so neat together in all other points as Thi|py- 
dides and Xenophon̂  the. difference appears extraordinary, w'hich we 
find in their manner of speaking of the religion of their age, and parti
cularly of. the reputed science of divination, which was so intimately 
connected 'with 'the religion. Thucydides, a man evidently of very. SS f '
serious and g-enerally just thought nn religious and moral subjects, never 

shows any faith Jn pretensions to prophecy, nor attributes any conse
quence to a sacrifice. On the contrary, Xenophon-is continually hold
ing out'the importance o f various cefemonies, especially sacrifice, and 

avowing implicit credit in that science which pretended, from the 

symptoms o f  vjctims, from dreams, and from various occurrences 

in nature, to learn the will o f the gbds, and to foretel future, events. 
It  is hazardous to undertake to say for another what he thought, 
Avhich he has. not-said, on a'subject on which he has said much; but 

some passages in the Writings Of Xenophon seem to afford ground for 

■ supposing, that the strong'feeling he had o f  the want o f some check 

upon the passions o f men, which the religion and morality o f his age 

did not offer, led him to value a‘superstition which might be employed 

for the most salutary purposes, and to carry the profession o f his belief 
sometimes rather beyond the reality. . On more than one- occasion Ave 
find cause to suspect his influence among tire prophets and augUfSjof 
the'Cyreian army: and indeed i f  ever deceit, for preventing evil, might

" A A -a ' ** be
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be allawe«lr̂ tj3Wul4(dorcr.edit/tp;Bie.'acl}̂  o.f .Sopratps, in the business' 
Qf ,the:.TibAr̂ nes;̂ :fô v ̂ appafenB̂  nptihing. but the advantage made of 
a Mperslitiop, could, haw prpseiry.ed the property of,that unof
fending. pe'0ple.,fxpp ,plunder;̂ :;,their persons fiiom slayery,.-and probably 
piapyrlives fFPtn.s,laugh;ter. , ,'Ihp augur$„ not; preaching any purer, mpra- 
lity tba.nj the ar,piy prpfessedvsWV Wldingv as> any generaf, rule, ‘ that 
*. unoffepdingvnien,rniĝ it not,.without offence to thg gods, be plundered, 
V,ipslaygdi';'0ft;lPî rd,ered,'’5f .but TO,eprly insisting .‘ that .-the gods denied 
;V their apprê batipn |n the #;§|etipg pircuntstances,’ the presents of the 
jjlibaren  ̂wpe atleogth accepted, jXIm.army then proceeded peacefully 
through Country,f.and ;in two. days .arrived, at Cotyora,_ a third 
.Grecian, cdlchy froTn hiuope, with a port on the Euxine sea. ■
.. -.■Ŵhetherj ill report had preceded them to Gotyora, or what else was 
thehCSus,ê : theyjfound there, soiUpthing'very different from the hospita
lity expe,Ctê l,i;and hitherto expetienced,- from, Grecian towns. Admis
sion, peypiifp.ttheirsich,., was deniecl; a, market,, even without the walls, 
wpitefusedf/ sBlundejc thus beCaitie ,a,necessary, respurcej and the farms 
of thci Ĝ f'yê 'hc®? thê viilages of the. neighboring Paphlagonians 
suifered.: But .the conduct,of.llrpse. who directed,the counsels of the 
CptyoriteS, iif .which the Sinopian aupeFintendaut held-thejead, appears 
to have, befn iTemiss .as it was, illiberal. ..Without violence, as far as our 
infprmatiQntgoesr .the .troops found opportunity, fb Chter the town, 
fhimediatelyepossesjsion wasftaken.bf the gates, to? insure the freedom 
of future.Ingress,.and egress, and quarters were req̂ uired for. the sick; 
but the restfpfthe.aijmy .remained |ncamped without the wails,, arid no 
farther fo/ee wes, pot uppnftlm people, . Information quickly communi- 
cajted to.̂ ttbpB,.brought a dephtatipn thence to the army, and a friendly 
aecomiupdatipit follpwed., /It wa.s agreed that the sick, should remain 
in'fmArtCtSr that a market should, be provided, and that , vessels shbuld 
be furnished ipr transporting the to Heracleia, the next Greciaix 
tpwn.heypnd Sinope, and thC: most easterly on the Cbast, independent 
ofthapcity;t,.llera,cleia 'ahblp^  ̂ Megarfe

-Ihis j,rrattgeiheet .fortunately - prevented. hQs.tUities, threatened be
tween. Greeksand Greeks, but d>Ahdtinable, the. soldiers \vithout money 
tp. profit frpm the market, provided, , Tho the farms of the Cotyorites 
BiereforCjŴ re,!spared, .plunder >yas .continued, among the Paphiagonian 
villages...But;this was not tame.|y.bprne; not .only.stragglers from4he 
• . , . - ' camp.
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camp \yejQ, cut off, but nightly alairm was sometimes extended to' the 

. camp itself."' During -the•'awkward leisure/ %hile* the- tmhŝ orife'̂ ê̂ e 
waited for, inquiry' \vas ttiade abdutHie waĵ  by land thVough Papbla- 
gohia;' but'achcnints 'were far' fronî incoUragiffg’to attempt dhe march. 
Westward of Hefacfeia a* very lofty ran dEmduntains/'extendih^Tar
inland, ends''in precipices agaihsttthe Sea, Oile only |)racti’cabie'r6’ad, 
through 'most hazardous defilesi’ tmVefsed this'’range./ ^̂ acioeŝ  plains 
followed, but intersected by fo'uf large fiver'ŝ ’of whichihe HalyS’and 
Rarthenius were noffordable. The codritry waatiniteddiiider bne'prince, 
who, with a hundred thousand meii at his orijefs, his cUvffiy the best in 
Asia, had dared refuse bbediehCe' to thC ComhVandt'Bf/the gr^at'king.
. Such being the formidable obstacles to the paissage Ty latady while 
means for procuring sufficient vessels' for the transport by sea v̂'ere yet 
doubtful, the successful example/’of those '©reeks', 'Who; fromtsdiall 
beginnings, had raised’ flourishing 'Cblonie's* oh the Ed înd shores, 
inga'ged the consideration *bf "Xenophoii. What advantages Hvould 
not be open for such a'force' as* that of thC Cyreian ’army for by 
that naijie it became hOw'distihghished, cbhid'its'uttfi^d' exeHffî  ̂
be directed ;to the esiablishmeiit bf a colony ? Thosb’ yhbni'home 
invited, might easily find their passkge by’sea j the faf ’'gfeater number 
would 'probably stiU 'desire, înde’fd their' vvahts dybuld’'urge 'th^i, 
to join in promising' adyehturey ahd 'could tbey'’any bthcf 
so advantagephsly, or S'b honorably, ̂  aii expedition c/T niuch’g} 
but hitherto'of little pibfit,'as Iby extending the Oreciah'hattiesand 
doftiiniori, /in new cblbny on the'Euxine H?bre? -N 'Com
municated. his idea to/ the Ainbraciot'Silatihs,'’' the '| f̂hcibki‘ b̂btt̂  ̂
sayer of the army; but he Was unfortunate, in' this'CbrnmuniCatibit. 
Silanus had preserved thus far, though' all difficulties,;/t̂  thou
sand darics, presented tb him by ‘GyHiS.fbp his fbrth 
viohs to their meeting ndth the kingVa’rmy in HeSo'|ibtamm,- and he 
was beyond all filings ahxibus to get them'safe. int6''-his 6wn 'Cbuniry. 
•A project therefore,' \CljiCh tended directly m chdbk'the progress of the 
army to ward ©reece, 'alarmed him n he cbmmdn're’ated if'lb  those WHoj 
he thought, would 'most :'zealbusly /oppose'ity add a very misChiev’bus 
ferment insiied. The prinCiparmovers Hvere tlibgeneral Timasibn; -ahd 
a Bccbtian locbdgej named Tbbrax; 'the eirhesf pbrpdse 6f TimasibhVan
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exile from Dardanum in Troas, was to make the powerful army, in which 
he had been raised to so high a rank, instrumental to his restoration;, 
and, to ingage the genera! view that way, he proposed the plunder of 
the rich satrapy of Pharnabazus, of which the fertile' region of Troas 
Aras Only a small part, as the object that'should ingage attention. 
That, he said, would, indeed reward the labors of the. ejcpedition, and 
send all wealthy , to their several homes. Thorax had been compe
titor with Xenophon for the command formerly held by Proxenus, and 
had ever since been attentive to Opportunities for opposing his successful 
rival, and lessening ̂ his credit with the army. These two men were 
.-sedulous in exciting a,larm among the Heracleots and Sinopiansj readily 
jealous of a new establishment in their neighborhood, so .powerful as 
the Cyreian army might have, made. Haying assured themselves, as 
they thought, of support from those people, they made promises to 
the army, which they found themselves unable tp perform. Then they 
became apprehensive of the army’s indignation :-'they solicited accom
modation with Xenophon, and themselves put forward a project for a 
settlement on the river Phasis in Colchis, ’at the eastern end of the 
Euxihe, the scene .of the celebrated fabulous adventure of the golden 
fleece. THis again excited the jealousy ofNeotj, who commanded for 
Cheirisophus in his absence ; and thus shortly the whole army became • 
divided in views, and filled with most incqnvenient jealousies.

In his account of this business, it has been clearly the purpose of 
Xenophon to apologize for himself. Circumstances apparently would 
not allow him to speak the whole.truth ; but the project of colonization, 
evidently enough, was not popular in the army. The soldiers desired 
to grow rich, by a more compendious method than tilling an uncultivated 
country, among barbarians; and, wlile their generals disagreed among 
themselves, they grew. careless of their generals, and held their own 
assemblies, to considernf putting forward their own projects. Xenophon 
then ̂ pok upon himself to call the army together. He explained his 
conduct and intentions, so ah to give general satisfaction; and, 'iu- 
couraged by finding himself so far succesŝ ful, he proceeded to urge to 
consideration the dangers and, the disgraces already* incurred, through, 
deficiency .of subordination. ^He related the transactions on their 
quitting Cerasus, the particulars of whieh were not generally known;

I and

    
 



Sect. V. ‘ COURT OF INQUIRV ON THR GENERALS. '
an(The called tlieir attention to the portentous pollutions there incurred 
and hazarded.  ̂Greeks, their fellpwsoldiers/ he observed, ' attempting 
‘ a most unjustifiable outrage, had met a just fate. Barbarians, not only 
' connected Avith them by friendly intercourse, but vested with ihe 
‘ sacred character of heralds, had been wickedly murdered. That the 
‘' corpses of their fellowsoldiers were 'at length obtained for burial, they 
‘ owed to the moderation of the barbai’ians and their respebt for reli*
‘ gion, and to, the kind interference of the injured Cerasiintines. Were 
‘ enormities like these permitted, instead of returning glorious to G reece,̂
‘ amid the applauses and Caresses of their fellowcountrymen, if indeed 
‘ their misconduct did not first bring destruction on them, theywoiild be 
‘ avoided, repelled, and detested, rvberever they went or were heard of.’ 

Moved by this strong'rentonsti’ance, the army resolved. That all the 
late transactions should be taken into consideration, and that a better order 
of tilings should be inforced by the punishment of passed irregularity.̂  
The lochages, as the intermediate order between the generals and the SOh • 
diers, were reckoned fittest to decide on the conduct of both, and the whole 
body of them was constituted a Court-martial. After accusations against 
inferiors had been judged, the generals themselves were called to account, 
Sophsenetus, Pliilesius, and Xantbicles had been, by a vote of the army, 
appointed commissioners for the care of the cargoes- of the roerchanti- 
ships pressed atTrapezus, and goods had been missing, SoplnenetMs, 
for having refused the office, was fined ten* mines, about thirty-five 
pounds; Philesius and XanthiCles, who had undertaken it, vrere fined 
twenty mines, about seventy pounds, each, the estimated value of thê ’ 
missing good *̂ .̂ Accusation was then firought against Xenophon, 
for acting with injurious haughtiness in command, and particulatly for 
beating some soldiers'. He acknowleged striking several for disorderly 
conduct; quitting their ranks, to riin forward for plunder; indangering

deficiency was occasioned by their dishonesty, 
their negligence, or their inability. Indeed 
it would be a strange award, to punish thfe 
man who had,meerly avoided an ô ice, and 
not to punish those who had been guilty of^ i O t/
peculation ip an office; for if they were fined 
only to'the amount of goodsjthey had frau
dulently taken, they were not punished.

18S

. This I think the sense of*the passage, 
■ which has however some difficulty. The 
editors have indeed supposed an omission 
in transcription. But it does not appear to 
me that Xenophon has, like his translators, 
Latin and English, imputed peculation to 
Philesius and Xanthicles.- He meerly says 
that they were lined to- the atilount of the 
deficiency, without declaring whether that

themselves
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themsph'ea and the whole army, by yielding to the impression’ of fatlg^®" 
and; eold, while tire enemy was pressing on .the rear*. . • But he insisted'

• that he had; pnnished none: excepting, when the good of all, and' W en ' . 
their .own good,, required e he had given blows .of the fist (for that is ‘ 
his,expression); tOiSave thernifroni strobes .df the Enemy’s weapons"'*;' 
and those who were now:so forward;to  Gothplain,die \vts coirfident' 
would be mostly found snch.as Bbiscus, theThesSalian boxer; who had' 
been clamorous,; op ^ r̂etence o f isiekness,; to. have his shield carried for' 
him,, and how, unless:':report\0jossly .belied,Ihnp .had been-waylaying' 
and robbing .many o f  tbe Cotyorites,. If:he,had himself over offended ’ 
any-of . better character, they; ho. trusted, would ssecollect if  anytwere’ 
indebted to,hipa for.henefits; flf he had over'relieved .any in  jcoldj in 
want, in .sickness: and in .perils;from, tlw! enemy;; if; while, ho punished 
the disorderly) he.iWps always ready,; tofsthe;utmost: of bis power, to 
honor and rewardithe deserving. |,-It.sufficed to,mention these- things,;' 
and,.Xenophon was honorably acquitted^ -. o f i i ,, i .; . i,

. Such detached and irroideatal inlormatioh only, iwhich, < when col
lected,; will .give no system, is. all that remains whence to: gather an idea 
o f Greek military lawi Jn an army .so.formed,as tho Gyreian, we'may 
.suppose the ayslem less perfect than, nnder theigovernmentiof iLaeedas- *- 
mop, or even of Atheps.: ;B«t we may-perhaps, in Xenophon’s account' 
o f . this-erdpedition, more than anywhere, discover the general spirit o f 
the inilifary aystem o f  fh o  age, cxWhat we; find principallyistriking is, 
that it was at the;.sa»re;:time>jarhitrary, and lax, s We wqnder to find; 
those .who,:; ip civil; gfverdmenkiWt^r^' ^ l p ^  fQ*̂  liberty, even to I^Cenr 
tiousnessi,} sohmit, so readily '̂ m.military, :,t.Q.,ap. .undefinedycommand.* 
At the same time wemrayr wonder;; ip .a,icommand  ̂so.iiable to interrep-' 
tiop and iGontreii from an updefinediright of ;rcsistapce.to injury, to. find, 
regularity apd subordination,,nevertheless generally existing. .Two 
motives however sve may observe,, coriiparatively^ little felt in modem 
armies, powerfully and aliinost constantly ojferat'ing upon the Greek; 
the hope of profit from the plunder a f the enem^ fear of suf-,
fering from the enemy ’s revenge. Almost unceasing wars, within * a- 
narrow- country,' taught every (jreek the value o f military disciflirie'. 
Alone he felt himselb weak ; in a phdahx he felt/himself poVofldU.

- . ' ‘ . '. being
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ieing weak, his lot would be death or slavery from the enemy; being 
strong, all the enemy’s possessions would, in share, be h is; a price 
even for the enemy’s person, sold to slavery, would reward him for his 
submission to discipline. Discipline, in short, was preserved amojig 
the Greeks (the comparison appears degfading, but it is apposite) as 
among the smuglers until us; by a strong sense ©f a common interest 
in.it. Strong acts of arbitrary power then are congenial and necessaty 
to every simple government, whether monarchy, aristocracy, or-demo
cracy; Being therefore familiar to the Greeks in civil administration, 
they were easily borne in military.

The army waited forty-five days at Cotyora, for a sufficient number 
o f  vessels to take their whole number, and then proceeded fov Sinope, 
a flourishing.Grecian town, very advantageously situated oil the Paph- 
lagonian coast;'the mother-city o f Cotyora, Cerasns, and Trapezus, 
w'hich it held in dependency; itself a colony from Miletus. We cannot 
-here but pay a tribute of admiration to the bold and successful adven
ture o f a few Greeks, who, wandering thus far‘from'the Soft climate 
of Ionia, could wrest, from one o f  the most powerful vaSsals of the 
Persian, empire, a seaport and territory'in the middle of his coast, and 
thence still extend the Grecian name, in various settlements on barba
rian shores, to  sudi-a distance. Arriving at Armene, one of the ports 
o f Sihope, the army had the satisfaction to find Cheirisophus, with 
some triremes, on his way to meet them . Oii landing they were greeted 
with a present of meal and wine from the Sinopiams  ̂ much for that 
people to, give, but far below their wants. They bad hoped to have 
these more amply provided for by Cheirisophus; but be brought them,
Rom Anaxibxus the Lacedaemonian admiral, only approbation and ap
plause, with a  promise that, as soon as they reached the^ shore of the 
Propontis,, they should be taken inte pay.

Hitherto, to return home in safety had been the great object. Now, »• 
with a nearer view of Its accomplishment, they began with mdre anxiety 
to consider how they shonld live .at home; or how, before they yet re
turned, they might acquire means to live there in .some credit and ease.
Plunder,was the mode, which the principles and cifeumstances of the 
age. so recommended, that they thought they should be wanting to

¥o;l. l i i ,  ' ' B n themselves,

    
 



Anab. 1. 6. 
c. ii s. 21.

.8® H I S T O R Y  , OF  G R E E C K :  Chap. X X I I I .

themselv'es, if, before they separated, they did not use their united 
strength for the purpose. Where it should be exerted remained to be 
determined ; and they began to consider that nothing was more necessary 
to success than unity of command. . For a commander*in-chief, then, 
the general view was directed to Xenophon :■ many officers conferred 
Avith him in private; and, tho he declared his resolution to, avoid the 
invidious honor, yet Avhen the army assembled to decide on the subject, 
he was proposed, and the. nominatien supported by a very large majority. 
He nevertheless persisted in refusing what, he confesses, very much al
lured his ambition. The state of Greece, and the umbrage that would 
be taken by the Lacedcemonian, government, deterred him; but the 
army would nothe satisfied, with-such an.excuse; and he was obliged 
to recur to his common resource, the superstition o f the age. Gon- 
finning his asseveration Avith an oath, by all the gods and goddesses, he 
said he had consulted the deity jn sacrifices, whether it Avould be better 
for the army and himself that the comraand-in-ehief should be con
ferred upon him; and the divine will Avas declared in the negative, in 
so clear a manner, that the most inexperienced in augury- could not 
mistake it. . ; ’ - : • ' ' ' ' '

,.22. Unable to resist such an ai'guroent, the army then electee! Gheirisd-
phus; Avho appears to have been not, o f shining talents, hut a prudent 
and.Avorthy man. He declared, that had their choice fallen on another, 
he should have submitted. On the acceptance o f Xenophon’s -refusal, 
nevertheless, he congratulated both them and Xenophon; Avhose appoint- 
ment, he said, could scarcely have been otherAvise than unfortunate, on 
accomit o f the ill offices done him with the admiral Anaxibius, by the 
unprincipled Hexippus, Avho had deserted with , the penteconter from 
Tinpezus. He then freely. acknowleged that he had found his own 
interest with Anaxibius not such a$ he had hoped. His best exertions 
hoAvever should not be Avanting to-serve them, in the honorable situation, 
in Avhich they had placed him, and he meant' to sail the next day for 

n. Heracleia. Accordingly, after a stay of only five days at Sinope, they 
X. 2. s. 1,2. imbarked, and on the morrow reached Heracleia, a eolony from Me- 

gara, flonrishing in population and commerce. They AVere greeted, as 
at Sinope,' AA'ith a present, the pledge of hospitality from the Beracleots’; 

, and
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aiid a present liberal and even magnificent for a state like theirs, a single 
eity. It consisted of meal ecjual to that given by the Sinopians, a 
larger quantity o f jvine, and the valuable addition of twenty oxen and 
a hundred sheep. ' ^

It seems'to have been the purpose of Cheirisophns to check the pro
ject of robbej-y and plunder, which had been cherished, and to Conduct 
the army quietly to Byzantium, where he expected-it would he imme
diately taken into Lacedsemonian pay. This however was not generally 
satisfactory; and some licentious spirits, foreseeing opposition to their 
views against the property of barbarians, and incouraged by a degree 
of contempt, which seems to have been general, for the a'bilities of 
Cheiriupphus, began to conceive more criminal designs. More than 
half the army-were Arcadians or Achaians; and the generals, who had Anab. Lf. 
the particular coihmand of those troops, not superior in abilities to 
Cheirisophns, wei-e far inferior in estimation, as' their cities-were in po
litical consequence inferior to "his. Hence opportunity occurred for' 
some worthless officers, by indulging licence, and flattering With pro
mises, to gain a leading influence among the troops; A ll wefe assertibled 
to deliberate whether to proceed by land or sea; a measure indicating s. 3. 
that, either the authority committed:to the commander-in-chief was* 
very defective, ̂  or he doubted himsell; and wanted taleint for coinmandl 
Lycon, an Achaian lochage, rose>*-and said, ‘ It  was matter of wondOr 
‘ to him, that the generals did not, think of measures for providing 
‘ subsistence: what had been just received as a present would not 
‘ last three days: in his opinion demand should be made upon the 
‘ Heracleots for hot less than three thousand Gyzicenes,’ ̂ The Cyzieene 
was a gold coin, named from tire Crxeek c ity o f  Cyziens on the Pro
pontis, in value about a guinea. This extortion seemed over modest 
to others,.who were for .requiring a month's pay, not less than ten thon-- 
sand Cyzicene's. Presently it was voted that commissioners should be -g. 4. 
appointed to go into the city, and- Cheirisopbus and Xenophon were 
named. .Military authority seems to'hWe ceased: the commander-in- ' 
chief could -meerly excuse hirnself from obeying the orders of the 
anhy, become."a popular assembly; and Xenophon interfered no farther 
than to join  with Clieirisophus in a kind of protest, that no violence

' n B a ‘ ought
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ought to be.put upon a friendly Grecian city. Regardless of this pro- 
6. test,, the troops appointed the Achaian Lycon, Avith two Arcadian 

officers, Callimachus and Agasias, to go as. their deputies to the Hera- 
cleUts. Lycdn, according to report, was not sparing of threats to. 
inforce the insolent demand. The Heracleots, with prudent calmness, 
answeied, that they would- consult upon it. The leisure, thus gairied,. 
they employed in bringing in their effects from the country, and they 
shut their, gates and manned their walls.

s. 6. The mutineer officers, disappointed by these measures, accused the
generals of having Caused the miscarriage, and*pei«uaded the Arcadians 
“̂ tl Achaians,' to-the number of four thousand five hundred, all.heayy- 

armed, to separate themselves from the rest of the army. Electing then 
ten commanders, they negotiated with the Heracleots for transports to  
convey them forward: and, anxiety for riddance Of such inmates 
promoting'the business, they were quicTdy supplied. In all haste then 
tliey sailed, eager to he foremost in plundering the Bithynian Thracians*

, Thus ended the command o f' Cheirisophus, about the seventh day 
from his elevation. Vessels to carry the remainder of the army being- 
evidently not to.he procured, Xenophon offered to march, still under 
the Lacedaemonian generah to the Tropontis. But Cheirisophus, dis
gusted at what had happened, depressed, appai'eixtly, hy sickness,, and 
persuaded by some of his officers, who desired the exclusive advantage 
of vessels expected from Byzantium, declined the offer i he would take 
charge only of the small body particularly attached. to him, consisting 
of about fourteen hundred Grecian heavy-armed, and the Thracian 
targeteers who had served under ClCarchus, in number about severs 
hundred. There remained- with Xenopbofi, about seventeen hundred^ 
heavy-armed, three hundred targeteers, and forty horse, being tire 
whole cavalry of the army*

c. A>. s.^. No Grecian town, no friendly people was to be found between Hera- 
cleia and the Bosporus ; a distance in a right line, of more than a hun
dred miles occupied by the Bithynians, a/Thraciku hord, the most

, - ■ inimical

s. 11. 
c. 3. s. I.

C.2. s. 7.

5«, 8—̂ 11.

s. 10*.

Tjitfcu? i*iii lrt»; U i I* We Should suppoSe couId not fee one bundred
Woo xaarai; sah.<iŜ . This miles. yetAr-rian, in his Pefiplus, callstho

distance
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inimkal to the Greeks, and the most skilled in war, o f  any barbarians 
©f that continent. Cheirisophus proceeded along the coast to an unoc
cupied harbour, about midway, called P o rt-C alp eth in kin g  there to 
meet the expected vessels.. No occurrence disturbed, the march; but, 
presently after his arrival, a fever ended the general’s days

Xenophon took a more inland road ; hoping by ,brisk progressj directly 
to Chalcedon, to arrive before the Bithyniaas could assemble, in any 
great numbers, to oppose him. But this hope was rendered vain by the 
diligence of the, Arcadians, in the execution of their project for marod- 
ing. Having landed by night at Port-Calpe, they had proceeded  ̂
immediately inland;, arid, dividing at daybreak, to fall at Once uporr; 
several villages, they succeeded in their purpose of surprize r number® 
of cattle were taken, and many slaves. Whether these were the slaves 
or the children of the Bithynians, the historian has. not specified, but 
they were probably both; for abundant testimony,Concerning,the man
ners of the Greeks, gives. tO suppose that, upon such an occasion, free 
and bondmen, any that would fetch a price in the slavemarket, would 
be equally taken. , Such being the ordinary Grecian practice, we shall, 
little wonder, i f  the Bithynians earned the character, which report gavfr 
them, o f singular cruelty to any Greeks, who, by shipwreck,, of. other, 
accident, fell into their, hands.-

A  hill had been agreed upon by the Arcadians, whereto reassemble.- 
But the Bithynians meanwhile collecting in force, pressed themso tliat,. 
while some joined with their, booty, and some without, ojie party waŝ  
intirely Cut off, and, ofanothef, only eight men escaped* Theineou- 
ragement o f success cooperating po\yerfully with the stimulation, of re
sentment, the numbers of the Bithynians increased rapidly ; and the. 
Arcadians, passing the night on the hill, found themselves in the morn
ing surrounded and besieged.- The Bithynian cavalry were'numerous,.

Anab. 1, ffJ.
C.3. S.7.

C.4. s. 8. 
c. 3. s*-7-

Cb. 18. 
of this Hist,

c. 4. s.1.

distance one thousand six hundred and se
venty stadia, -which, at eight stadia to the 
mile, is more than two hundred miles; but 
probably Arrian reckoned the winding of the 
coast, which might be more than double the 
direqj distance

According to Spelmao, it was-a niedi-r 
cine that killed Cheirisophus; but I think- 
the expression of - Xenophon may be inter
preted. more ■ favorably for the physician j., 
and so. Leunclavius, by his Latin version,., 
appears to have thought*
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tbe infantry all targeteers; while thd Arcadians, alt heavy-armed, epen 
to annoyance from ntissile weapons, could not return a wound; and 
shortly they were excluded from their watering-place. Totally at a loss 
for measures, they proposed a treaty, and terms were agreed upon; 
hut, the Bithynians refusing to give hostages, the Arcadians feared to 
trust them, and, in extreme anxiety, they passed a second night on the 
hill. - -

Xenophon meanwhile, pressing the ’march of his heavy-armed, em
ployed his sipall body of cavalry in ranging the country, to collect intel
ligence and obviate surprize; and thus he obtained information o f  what 
had befallen the Arcadians. It was highly desirable, not only to relieve 
them, fqr the sake of many valuable officers and deserving soldiers, led 
unavoidably as the intiltitude had inclined, but to form a junction with 
them for the security of the farther march, ■ which the alarm given to 
the country Woiild inake otherwise highly dangerous. In the deficiency 
of his force, therefore, Xenophon had recourse to sti’atagem.. He directed 
his targeteers and horse, spreading from the heavy-armed, to set fire to 
everything Gombustible that fell in their way. Choosing his ground 
for tbenight on an eminence, whence the enemy’s camp-fires were visible 
at the distance of about five miles, he caused numerous fires to be lighted, 
to give the appearance, of extent to his camp, and, early in the night, 
all to be suddenly extinguished'. Thus he hoped to Incourage the Arca
dians ■ and" alarm the Bithynians. At daybreak' he marched, proposing, 
by a sudden assault, to pierce the Bithynian line, and join.the Arca
dians', who would cooperate on the other side. His stratagem took 
•effect beyond his expectation; the Bithynians, fearful of nightlj' at
tack, with^ew silently. The Areadiansi finding themselves, with the 
dawn, at complete "liberty, marched for Port-('a]pe ; and when Xeno
phon’s horse arrived at the 'hill, $ome old men .and woaien only were 
remaining : with a few sheep and oxen, part of the booty taken, which, 
in the haste of the troops to move, had been neglected.- Xenophon f^ - 
lowed to Port-Galpe, where he found the Arcadians, together with, 
-the forces which had marched under Cheirisophus; but that general- 
was already dead.
„ ; 11 .Resting
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Resting the next day, Xenophon prepared on the morro\v’’, . with the 
accustomed ceremony of' sacrifice, for an inroad into the country to 
collect provisions ; and he trusted^that the alarm, which h  ̂ bad excited 
among-the Rithynians, would not yet be so far subsided, but that lie 
might have leisure for burying the Arcadian slain. The symptoms n f  
the victims being declared favorable, the Arcadians-went out, under 
cover of his march, and themselves buried their dead ; and in the even
ing all returned together to the camp. Misfortune and disgr3.ce hadv 
now sufficiently excited disgust, among the Arcadkps, toward those who 
had persuaded the secession, and prepared them for sober counsel. The 
older and more respectable of tbeir officers, therefore, Agasia's ofStym- 
phalus, Hieronymus of-Elis, and others, calling a meeting of the whole 
army, it was resolved, that the former order of united, strength, under 
the former generals, should be restored, and that in future it should be 
death t-o propose a division of the army.

But tbo union and subordination were thus renewed, some very in
convenient jealousies and suspicions remaihed among the soldiers. It 
Was imagined that the generals, especially Xenophon, bent upon found
ing a colony, were desirous of delaying and impeding the return to 
Greece. The const, from Heracleia to the Bosporus, • was yet wholly 
Unoccupied by Greeks. Port-Calpe lay nearly midway. There a penin
sular rock, with precipitous sides, containing room for the habitation of 
ten thousand men, commanding a plentiful fountain, and a eommodiousi 
harbour, W'as connected, by a-narrow neck, with a great extent oP 
fruitful country, abounding with well-inhabited villages, anti bearing,, 
even on the water’s edge, a profusion of excellent shiptimber. The 
combination of advantages,, for a military and commercial settlement,, 
was uncommon. But the greater part jof the soldiers, ha'ving families- 
or friends in Greece, whom they had left, not thi^ugh want at home,, 
hut someurgefl by a disposition for adventure. Others, allured, by the

’E7r£iJ'« Je ly iy ilo  tvs ek Tavra evioShv. aftef the battle,, to the Greek mode of- ex-»- 
-̂ Somethifig seems wanting here; but the pression, the seronrl the Arcadî s pass-

1@1 

Anab. 1.̂ ..
C .4 . S .6 . '

C.4. s.f.S .

s.2~10.-

meaning is sufficiently decided by the expres- 
ŝion, soon following,
whence it appears that Leunclavius has trans
lated well,, and Spelman ill.. The day next

ed on the hill,, the third they marched to 
Port-Calpe, the fourth they rested, and the 
fiflfi buried the slkin.

feme-
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fame of advantages, gained in the service o f Cyrus, were now, beyond 
all things, anxious to return. The real difficulties, however, still op
posing, Ayere hot small. Could vessels have-been procufed,* the pas
sage to Byzantium was easy; but so much was not hoped for. .Mean
while they were without provisions; and to prevent them from collec
ting any, from the country, and to check' their march through it, the 
fierce and active Bithynians were now joined by the well-appointed 
cavalry o f the satrap Pharnabazus. Under these circumstances,' the 
generals desired to place the incumbrances o f the army in the peninsular 
rock of 'Calpe, where a small guard would secure them, while the most 
active o f the troops sought necessaries for all. But the obvious advan
tages of the port and tlie adjoining territory, strengthening the suspi
cion entertained, that the generals wanted to intrap them there, com
mand and persuasion w^re equally ineffectual to induce the soldiers to . 
pass the neck "

Under these difficulties Xenophon recurred tO his usual resource, the. 
povver of superstition oyer Grecian minds. We are equally with him, 
as with his master Socrates, at a loss to know what to think of their 
belief; but notwithstanding the seriousness with which Xenophon con
tinually speak.s of his confidence in augury, and the pains he has taken 
frequently, and especially upon the present occasion, to justify his con
duct under the declared will of the gods, his own accounjt nevertheless 
apjiears clearly to indicate policy in a lf  his measures. "Jliis at least 
seems certain, that no confidence in any symptom of the victims ever 
induced him, to neglect any part of the duty o f  a general. Calling the 
army, however, together, he pointed out the impossibility of proceed
ing by sea, the difficulties and dangers of the march by land, and the 
absolute necessity of moving, which peverthelesatheir pressing wants 
occasioned; and he concluded with proposing sacrifice, to learn whe
ther the gods would favor their march. The Ambraciol Silanus having 
deserted the army at Heracleia, to pass,, with his three tllousand darics, 
by sea to Greece, the Arcadian Arexion, his successor in the dignity of 
chief prophet, presided at tlie sacred ceremony. He declared all the

* Spelman las satisfied himsyfbere with translatinĝ unintelligibly, what, in the original,
is indeed not by itself'very clear, but seems sufficiently explained in the'seqUel.

symptoms
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symptoms unfavorable, and the march was stopped for, the day; 
while the soldiers, hungry and dissatisfied, did not scruple,'some of 
them, to say that J,he prophet’s declaration had been influenceil- by 
Xenophon. ' ' -

Infoi’ined o f this, Xenophon caused proclamat|on to be made, that 
sacrifice should be again otfered on the morrow, when all prophets, i f  
any were in the army, should attend-, and any soldiers might be spec
tators. Many came; sacrifice ivas thrice repeated, ahd the symptoms 
always unfavorable. The disappointment was in some degree relieved 
by a report, said to have been communicated by a merchant-ship, 
passing along the coast, that Cleander, harmost of Byzantium, was 
coming, ivith triremes and transports. It was then more cheerfully* 
resolved to wait the day; but stUl it was urged, that.sacrifice should s. i3. 
be otfered, to know if  the gods W'ould approve an inroad, to coliect 
provisions.. Sacrifice, thrice, again repeated, forbad this equally as 
the march. The soldiers thronged about Xenophon’s tent, complain- • 
ingof  want of food: bathe persisted in declaring he would undertake, 
nothing, with unfavorable omens.

On the next day sacrifice was again ofiPered, and the anxious soldiers s.i4. 
crouded around. Tlie victims still forbiddhigv the generals agreed that 
the march was not to be undertaken. 'Hiey however assembled the 
army, and Xenophon spoke for theni: ‘ Probably,’ he said,’ ‘ the enemy 
‘ were now collected in force, add, for whatever purpose they moved,
‘ it  might be necessary to fight: i1̂  therefore the baggage were depo- 
‘ sited*in the strong post in the peninsula, and th%  marched prepared 
‘ for action, possibly the Victims might favor the measure.’ Here 
appears some explanation of the mystery of Xenephon’s conduct. At 
least his expression amounts to a declaration,* afterward explicitly 
made that he thought the gods commonly favored humati prudenCe,

• aiid would uot give the reward o f  wisdom and just precaution to fbUy 
and rashness, or o f diligence'and vigor,to remissness and sloth. 
Pressed however as the soldiers were by hunger, their jealousy of the 
purpose of the generals prevailed; they exclaimed against moving into s. 15.

193

See fojward, p̂ lgS. and Xen. Anab. K6. c.4. s. 2. 6&12.
Von. III. C c  ' the
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• the pen ills ula, and called for iihBjedt^te sacrifice. Draft-oxen, alone 
to be fbimd for victim^; ,wete imrnolated, but still the symptoms 
adverse. . » , ^

The want of food now became severe. Neon, ait. Asmjean (not a ' 
Lacedmnionian, but of those subjects of Lacedmmdn yvho were in
cluded under the more comprehensive name o f Laconians) had- been 

Anab.1.6. raised to the rank of general,, in the room o f Cheirisophtis. Desiroua 
C.4.S. 16,17. of gratifying in'his new Command, he offered to lead afiy who would 

put theinselves under.; him, notwithstanding any foreboding in the 
sacrifices  ̂ to plunder some villages, to which an Heracleot, following ' 
the army, undertook to conduct.' About two thousand turned out, 
with sacks, leathern bottles, and javelins. While dispersed among the 
villages for plunder, they Were attackM by a body of the satrap’s 
cavalry! full five hundred wetejkilled; a few reached the camp; the rest 
assembling on a, hill, defended themselves, but daied not move. In  
the whole expedition, so great a loss had not been suffered from an 

-enemy. '
f.is—20. On the first intelligence of the event, Xenophon assembled the army^

and having sacrificed a draft-o?f (it is to he presumed the symptoms 
were favorable, tho he has omitted to say it) Jie marche^ .with all 
under thirty years of age, and hrolight off ̂ thc distressed party. The 
Bithynians however followed, occupied-the thickets about the camp, 
and, after dusk, suddenly attacking the outgualds, killed some, and 
drove the rest within the line. Great alarm insued'through the army ; 
and tho, by a proper disposition,. immediate danger was soon obviated, 
no small despcmdency remained. * - - ^

Thus at length the minds of tlie soldiers W re  sufficiently tamed, to  
obey the orders or take the-advice of thew generals. N ext morning 
they submitted to be conducted into the peninsula, and an intrench- 

C. 5. s. I, menh strengthened with a pallisade, was made across the neck. For
tunately, on the same day, a vessel arnved ffem He^cleia, with corn, 
wine, and live cattle, or in thehistorian’s'phfase, victims^. '

S.2, 3, Early oh the mOrtow^-Xenophon rose to sacrifice, and not bnly the
prognostics, from the very first victim, were favorable, hut, as the

' ceremony
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ceremony drew to a conblusion  ̂ the prophet Arexion saw an eagle por- ' 
tending good fortune. Immediately be exhorted Xenophon to march.
The slaves, camp-followers> and baggage were left in the peninsula, 
with a guard, composed of all the soldiers who had exceeded their 
forty-fiftli year, under the command o f K eo il: all the rest marched 
under Xenophon. - , . .

.They bad not proceeded two mites,- when they feU in witli some Anab-1.5;. 
scattered bodies of those'slain in the last excursion. It was* their 
first care to bury these as they advanced. Arriving about midday 
near the villages, they collected some necessaries, but avoided dis- 3*5. 
pefsing for plunder ; and suddenly the enemy appeared, Persian horse . 
and Bithynian foot, upon some hills, not two ipiles oflr, in large force ; 
checking their march;upon discovering the (jlreeks, and forming in 
oi'der of battle. , Arexion immediately sacrificed, And the very first s. 6. • 
victim was favorable, Xenophon, knowing the temper of tire enemy, 
thought it important immediately to march against them. While he s.7, s. 
was directing the reserve, the head of the column halted at a deep 
glen” , crossing the w a y ; T h e  genera*® hesitated to pass it, with the 
enemy so near ;  and the Arcadian Sophsehetus, oldest o f  those present, 
g ^ e  his opinion decidedly against the risk. Xenoplion however, 9^13. 
confident tlrat it • Was safer to attack such an enemy, cUvalry and 
targeteers, than to Vetieat before theni, insisted upon going forward :
* the victims had been all favorable,’ he said, the ojjiens all happy 
and this argument inahkd Jiim to prevail.

Having* passed the glen, • iinmolested, apprehension clianged into s, ig. 
over-hardiness, and the targeteers i*au forward, without orders. The 
Persian horse, with the crowd of Bithynian foot, met them with advan
tage of ground ; put them to flight, followed toward the heavy- s. 
armed phalanx, which was advancing briskly, and, approached with

?* Na«i«. l .do npt; hesitate to thank 
Spelmaii for his .e:̂ planati6n of this word, 
for which Strabo affords cl^r authority in 
his ninth book,-—ngoKEt-r«i' -rS? ^

«.T.t. p,6iO, vel.4lS. The Latin 
translators, satisfied with the word salins, 

at least risk to inislead their .readers, • Xeod-

phon'has certainly meant to describe a 
valley, or'̂ lenj what in the provincial 
speech of the south of England is called a 
bottom, in that of the north a dene or a gill ;, 
and the action of the horse s 1k >w & that it, 
Was without wood, dr very scantily wooded.*

C.C 21 an
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-s. 2, S.

an appearance of firmness. But when the trumpet souiified, the psean 
was sung, and, with a shout, spears were presented, not waiting thC' 
charge, they turned and fled. Timasion, with the small-body o f  

.Grecian horse, completely dispersed the left wing: but the rights 
pressed by no troops capable of rapid pursuit, collected again, and the 
phalanx was obliged to advance twice more *to charge. Meanwhile the 
targeteers rallied, and exerting themselves against those, whom the 
heavy*armed had thrown into confusion, the rout at length 'became' 
complete; the enemy’s horse flying from the Grecian foot, even 
down the steep sides of the glen, says the historian, as if horse were pur
suing them. Raising their trophy then, the Greeks . returned, arid, 
about sunset, reached their camp. .

The advantage of Xenophon’s policy became quickly manifest. A n  
army of Persians and Bithynians differed widely from itself, incouraged 
by success or dejected by defeat. Directing their care to remove their 
property, out of reach of those against whom they now despajred of 
defending it, they gave ho more disturbance to the Greeks. Their 
families and more portable effects Arere carried up the country. Ap
parently the slaves employed in tillage, as well as the produce of tiUâ gevo 
Avere le ft; for parties sent daily from the Grecian army, brought in  
corn, Avine, pulse, and figs. The historian has not specified that this 
booty Avas, in any part,- contribution by compact, obviating the de
struction of farms and villages ; but such profitable excursions could 
not be lasting, without some modei-.ation and method in plunder. We 

. find hoAvever absolute freebooting (perhaps only against the more dis
tant or refractory townships) not only was alloAved, but regulated by a 
common vote o f the army ; by Avhich it Avas established that, when no 
military duty interfered, parties mi^it marode on their private 
account: AVhen the generals directed an expedition,., the booty taken 
belonged to the common stock. Rut the expectation of a profitable 
trade now brought supplies from the Grecian towns' on the coas,t; 
a circumstance probably foreseen by Xenophon, so that there was a 
constant and plentiful market, Thus the army Avaited patiently for 
Cleander, Avho Avas expected from Byzantium. MeanAvhile rumor 
having circulated of an intehtiott to Establish a colony at Port-Galp^

not
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not only the G i’eijk tnercllants wei'e iohking to it for new Sources of 
commerce, biit the tiearest Bithyniaa * tribes sent a deputatiqn to 
Xenophon, to know upon what terms they might be received into 
friendship and alliauce.

i 9 7

S E C T I O N  VI.

Return of the Greeks. PoMticai St4te of Greece. Arrhal of tko 
Lacedmmonian Governor of B^zuntium at\ Port-Calpe: Rhpect fo r  
Lacedcemonian Officers. March of the Army to ChrysOpffit - Arrival 
in Europe. Transactions at Byzantium. Despotism of Bacedcemo- 

, nian Officers. . ,
I ■ '

T he expedition of Cyrojs and retum o f the Greeks, thus far; may 
seem little connected with any great* political interest of tl^ Greek 
nation; and yet, for the pictures, which Xenophon’s account of it 
furnishes, o f the Grecian character, manners, .religion, art of war,• 
and military policy; for the information concerning Grecian colonies, 
maintaining themselves and flourishing, far froth the mother^country, 
insulated among* fierce and warlike barbarians; and perhaps yet more, 
for the insight into the character, and circumstances of that vast 
empire, which had Once nearfy inVolved'Greeco in its growing Vortex, 
and never ceased to -be a formidable and interesting'.neighbor, they 
would claim much consideration in Grecian history. But what has 
preceded, is moreover an introduction hardly to be dispensed with for 

.the sequel, udiere the connection with the deepest interests of Gre'ece 
becomes intimate. -r ■* ' . --

The LacedicmOnian government bOJhg at this time arbiter Of thê  
Greek nation, or, according- to the phrase of antient writers, liolding the 
empire.'of Greece, in the dithcult management o f that singular kind of 
imperial dominion, no consideration perhaps w-as more important to it 
than that of the relation in which it stood, of might stand, with the Persian 
empire. ■ Having taken part with Cyrus, first obscurely, but afterward 
openly, the result of that prince’s enterprize must necessarily be looked 

• . for
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for with anxiety; and his-defeat and,death, with the-complete Over
throw o f his cause,' and triumph of the royal anns, could not fail to be 
in a considerable degree alarihing. They Were alarming as the power 
of , the Persian etnpire, tmdistracted by rebellions, was o f itself for
midable ; but they were still more so, as views adverse to the peace of 
Lacedmmon would be Opened for that large part o f the Greek nation 
itself, which bore the LacedsSmonian supremacy not without extreme 
reluotanee, , '

Nor would the return o f the Cyrejan Greek army, or the Ten-thousand  ̂
(the fonner nam  ̂ distingnishittg it in its own day, the latter among 
posterity) bejndjderent to theX<aced®moniaa government Considering 
how that army w.a«̂  composed  ̂tho two Lacedemonians had successively 
held the principal authority,, yet its approach, -to parts-.now under the 
Lacedemonian dominion and to Greece itself, with numbers so little, 
diminished, and fame for its achievements egreat and singular, and 
views and disposition wholly unknown, would teguire some watchings 
as even an indispensable duty o f a government, looked to for the 
general protection o f  the nation, But the Lacedaemonian govern
ment, powerful abroad, was, through the contest,of parties, as we have 
eeen in treating ôf Athenian affairs, distracted and, unsteddy at 
home* The expectation of many iiv the CyreiaU army, and espeeially 
o f  the late general Cheinsophus, had been that, in eonsequehce o f the 
part taken in the cause of Cyrus, war could not fail between Lacedmraon- 
and persiaj .and hence the hope of bcmg taken into the Laced^moniari 
-service, Avith revived prospect o f fortune  ̂ Btit this “appears to haAm 
depended upon the turn .of polities at Lacedmmon, and especially upon 
the decision, Avhether tysander’s party, or that o f Ihiusanjas, shutild. 
rule there. For, tho direct information of the domestic politics of 
that state rarely reaches us, yet the_ sequel Avill considerably- conferm, 
what preceding matters show-probable,-that LysanHer’s party could not 
persevere in the line taken, when the Lacedffimouian governmeut deter
mined to support the febellion of Cyrus, Avhich was clearly making 
war Avith the king j and that, on the contrary, ilie party o f  Fausanias, 
perhaps always opposiiag that measure, bat certainly strengthened by 
its failure, which would bring discredit da thuir opponents, proposed 

1 to
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^  strengtlien themselves farther, and possibly also hoped to do thei  ̂
country the. best service, by managing reconciliationfirst with the 

'Western satraps/and thefi, through them, with the, court o f Susa itself. 
In this policy we find an important step Rad been already gained; for 
Pharnabazus, who ruled the northwestern provinces of jhesser Asiai 
was among the actual allies of I,aced®ifion.

Such, as far asTmay be gathered, was the state o f things, when 
Cleander, harmost of Byzantium, '̂ so long looked-for, at length arrived 
at Port-TCalpe; but, instead of the expected fleet, he brought only two 
triremes, with not a.•single transport. Dexippus, the Lacedtemonian, 
who had deserted, with the penteconter borrowed from the Trapezun- 
tines, confident in-his favor with Anaxibius and Cleander, and in the 
terror o f the Lacedaimonian name, was restrained neither by fear nor 
Shame from returning to the army he had so grossly injured; be came 
in Oleander’s train. It happened that, when they ,landed, a large de* 
tachmeiit Was absent on an expedition; nnd sonie maroders, who thought 
the opportunity favorable for private plnnd.er, were returning with a 
large number of sheep, stolen in tlie n e i g hb o ur h o o d P a l l i n g  in with 
Cleander, they feared they should lose their hoOty; hut, knowing the 

■ character of iDexippua, they -proposed to deliver the whole to him, to 
return them a pkrt at his pleasure* Some other soldiers, aceidentally 
^witnesses o f the transaction, rempnstratiiig that the sheep were the 
common property b f the army, Dexippus Ordered them to disperse. 
The soldiers disregarding the coinmands of one sb little itttitled to 
respect, Dexippus hastened to Cleander, and: telling his story unebh- 
tradicted, received an order, in consequence of Avhich he arrested a 
soldier of the lochus of the Arcadian Agasias. ' The loehage acciden
tally passing, rescued the man, Conceiving the interference of Dekippus 
to be grossly impertinent. A  tumult jnsued; the soldiers fCvrled 
Dexippus as a  deserter and traitor: their passions warmed j they began to

199

Xen. Anab, 
1. 7, iriit*

Anab..i. 6. 
c; 6, 8.5.

XTp^'rivji.a mean’s here not the arm y, 

exercitm , simply, -as S'pelman ai)d the Latin 
translators Jiave turned it, but agmeti q t  fX r 

erd tus q u iin  expeditionem etZuezVur, as Hederic- 
has justly explained the word. The generals, 
it appears,-were mostly present; while the

t^irivpec. was out. -The Ifjpp;, mentioned in. 
this passage' seems to be the hill, one end 
of which formed the peninsula, and the other 
Stretched into the plain country, as described 
by Xenophon in hiS account bf f  ort.-Calpe, 
1.6, c.4< s,3, ' '
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■ throw stones; and Oleander’s seamen, and in tlie.end Oleander hims^tf, 
alarmed, ran toward the shore. Xenophon and the other generals pre
sently interfering, stopped the tumult and apologized for.it; but Ole
ander, previously instigatec^^by Dexippus, and now vexed at the fear 
he had shown, threatened to depart immediately, to proclaim the army 
enemies to Laced^mon, and to send directions that no Orecian city 
should receive them: nor would he accept any apology, less than the 
delivery of the soldier arrested, and the officer who rele--ased him.

To Greeks and freemen,* lyho had been asserting the glory o f tlie 
Grecian name, at a. distance before unthought-of for Grecian arms, 
who had been defying the power of the greatest monarch in the world, 
in the very center of his vast empire, this, from the governor o f a 
little colony of-their fellowcoun try men, was a strange greeting, just 
as they were returning to their country, powerful they thought still 
while they held together, and respectable when they should separate. 
The generals,, aware that the business might be serious, assembled the 
army. . Some made light of Oleander and* his threats : but Xenophon , 
addressed the assembly thus : ‘ Fellowsoldlers, we are already approach- 
‘ ing the Grecian cities, and you know that theyLacedaemonians pre- 
‘ side oVer Greece. Perhaps however you do not enough know that,
‘ in every Grecian city, the Avill of any Lacedmnlonian suffices for any 
‘ act o f authority. Should Oleander then, who commands Byzanthim,^
‘ report us to the other governors as a lawless band, refractory against 
‘ the authority of Lacedmraon, and, especially, should be find credit 
‘ with Anaxibius, the commander-in-chief, it would be equally difficult 
‘ for us to stay here or to go elsewhere. .We must therefore necessarily 
‘ obey those, Avhatever they command, whom the cities whence we come 
‘ obey. I.therefore *(for I understand Dexippus accuses me o f per- - 
‘ suading and supportihg Agasias) will exonerate, you from the impu- 
‘ tation and its consequences, by submitting myself to* judgement;

and I hold that all others accused ought equally to surrender them- 
‘ selves; that so you, justly expecting to receive credit and honor in 
‘ your country, may not, on your return to it, be deprived o f the 
‘ common rights of Grecian citizens.’

Agasias, always attached to Xenophon, warmly exculpated him, and
declared
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nJeclared h h  teadiness to surrender himself. He requested only that 
eotoe officers might be appointed to assist in his justldcation; and the , 
choice being allowed him, he desired the generals. Accordingly these, 
.with.Agasias, and the man rescued by Agasias, going to Cleander, de- Anab. l.-6‘. 
clared they came, in ;|)ursuance o f a common vote of the ariny, to 
offer themselves, and all that army, or any member o f it, to be judged 
hj  ̂him, and disposed of at his discretion ’h It is difficult to conceiV̂ C 
a  more complete acknowlegement o f despotic authority oyer the Greek 
^nation, not in one soverein, but in every Spartan in office. Agasias 
■ then presented himself as the person, who had rescued the soldier; al- s,i3~is. 
ledging his knowlege p f the soldier’s merit and pf Dexipp'us’s treachery; 
and declaring that he had no' thought of resisting Cleander, or any 
whom he knew to act'nnder his authority. Cleander however required 
that Agasias and the soldier should be left itt custody; and, disv 
missing the generals, told them he should desire their attendance at the 
trial. , " , '

Xenophon, again assembling the army, reebmmended that a depu- s. id. 
tation, in thename of all, should request from Cleander tlje liberation 
o f the prisoners. It was accordingly voted, that the generals and , 
loehages, with Dracontius a Spartan, arid a few others selected for the 
'occasion, should wait Upon him. That formidable army, ivhich had 
made the Persian monarch tremble on his throne, ted traversed his 
empire in defiance o f his force, then threiv Itself, by the voice o f its 
favorite general, In these humble terms, on the raetcy o f a LacedaeihO- 
nian governor of a town in Thrace; out o f his government, and sup
ported, on the spot, by Ho greater force than the crCws o f two small ships:

The accused,’ said Xenophon, addressing CRander, are in youf power; 17.
‘ and the a.rmy submits them and itself to your discretion. Nevertheless •
‘ it is the desire and prayer o f all, that they he not put to'death, but 
‘ restored to the amiy, with which their former merits have bee.U grett.
‘ Should this favor be obtained,'the afiny promises, if  you'will take 
‘ the command, to show itself orderly and obedient,^ and able, tile 
‘ gods willing, to defy any enemy. -̂ It is indeed their earnest wish to

These are strong terms, but they are faithful to the priginat of Xenophon, x p U ix^

VoL. HI. T) i> ' .* Selve
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' serve under your immediate'orders; that you m$.yjcii6\v, frhm exjierijT- 
‘ ence, tile comparative merits of Dexippus and all otHefs,. hnd teVvai'd 

every man according to his desert.’
Such giibmisssion (such servility it might perhaps dn'’sdme occasioris 

be called) at length satisfied Cleandbv Wonder is apt to arise at tex- 
tinionies like this, concerning what, in antieht aihd itioderh times, liak 
been so .imuch eulogized as Grecian liberty. * Rut however later a'uthoî  
may have extolled Greece as the favorite land of freedom, in‘the'hsser- 
tion and in the'injoyment of which'it a^brded example for all th6 
world, yet we find this portrait harmbnizing ivith every' achddiit, 
remaining ■from the incomparable writers tvho ‘ lived in the Repub
lican times: all show that the spirit of intfepehdeney indeed rah high 
in Greece, and often produced actions xxiost worthy of admiration ; 
but substantial freedom was little found tbere. And if. From what actu
ally was, ive turn to the observations and scheihes'of the abieist specu
lative men of the same ages, we find Plato, Isocrates, and Aristotle, 
unable to 'propose how Greece should be free; Vhicli must bei^eno- 
plion’s apology for the politics, recommended in that‘ĥ ofk,‘.sh aclmired 
by the antients, his.Cyropaideia. Fortunately for us, we derive froth 
our forefathers incomparably' better principles, with) fair apd glorious 
example of better practice. . ' ' '

Gleander, feeling enough his importah’cê hs*'‘a Ehced̂ mohian* In offlicC,. 
had however liberality, as well as talents. ‘ The. conduct of the army,’ 
he said, b sufficiently confuted the report of its disaffection to Eaced®- 
*' mom The accused'shonld be iminediately restored, hnd-he would not 
*'refuse the honorable pffice, ofiered to him, of leadihg it to-Greece.’ 
Immediately he entered into aconneciion of hospitality and friendship 
with Xenophon ;dbut the sacnfices being, for tlifee successive days, 
njipropitious to the inarbb, Re" assembledfhe’gehertds,' remitted the ebnv 
mâ pd into* their hands, and; promisihg the afmy the best reception in 
Its power on its arrival at Byzahtiunr, after nmtĥ t cSmpliihfents paid, 
he departed by sea.
. The army then, marching under* the former generals, traversed Bithy- 

nia unmolested ; but, finding no plimder in the direct way,, turned, and 
collected large booty of slaves and cattle. On the sixth day they arrived.

at.
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at .Chrysopolis' on ,the Bosporus, »<>veragainsf Byzantium, where they 
were so anrang (jrrecian colonies, that tliey might reckon themselves 
-almostarrived in GreepC.

The apprehension, excited by the Cyreian army, emerging from bar* 
barous countries, and approaching the western shore of Asia, was in 

- some degree common tO Greeks and Persians; and indeed the conduct 
of that army had afforded to both but too much ground. PhafnabazuS 
especially" was' alarmed. Bithynia, one of the wilder provinces of his 
satrapy, having been already plundered, and his-cavalry, assisting the 
people tQ protect their propertŷ  repeatedly fought and' defeated, it was 
feared that the richey ,parts of his country rnight invite its next enter* 
prize. As an ally ,of Lacedasmon, therefore, he applied to Anaxibius, 
the Laceclsemonian comnlattder-in*chief, pressing* earnestly for the Anab. l.T'v 
removal of the Cyreians out .of Asia. It seems probable that to tliese 
circumstances -̂ ve sjlaould look for the real considerations, which 
determined Cleander tp avoid the command, after he had under
taken it, and leave the army to its own ways, for the march to the Bos
porus ; and it may perhaps be suspected, 'that the indications in the 
sacrifices were but artificial auxiliaries to his purpose! Apparently not 
averse to the pjplitics of Ly ânder, he would perhaps gladly have com
manded such an army as the Cyreian for war against Persia. To con
ciliate therefore, ratherthati offend it> would be his purpose,* and hO 
might be willing that, even Avithout him, it should commit the hosth 
lities, probably projected before he left it> which Avould provoke war̂  
proyid.ed he incurred no blame; But connection Avith the opposite 
party is rather indicated in the conduct of AnaxibiuS j .tho With 
principles so lobse, that, Avhere private gain was in v̂ iew, party inte
rests held no competition Avith it. In. the present moment he seems' 
to have reckoned that, to make .the most of his high command, 
during.the short remainder of itS'term, he sliOuld gratify the sati-.̂ p. 
Accordingly, sending for the generals and tochages of the Cyreian army 
to Byzantium, he proposed its immediate passage to the European shore; 
offering pay for the Avhole, to cornmeOce on its arrival, '^his having 
been, now foy some time, the object of the best hope for the giyater 
pavb'.Avas .acceded to AAuth general joy. Xenophon- bail declared his

'. • - D D s ' ' purpose
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purpose fo sail imroediatelĵ  for AtliOhs; but at the request of Anaxibioa 
he held his command for the’passage to Byaaiitiutn. There at length, 
finding themselves once more on European ground', and supposing them* 
selves estabiished in the service of tile republic that commanded Greece, 

Jî hey felicitated themselves, as if all difificulties were ended, and they 
were already at home. *

No pay however had yet been Issued, when they were surprized with 
an order to assemble,, out of the town, with arms and b^gagCj as for- 
a march. Under much uneasiness, anxiety, and discontent, this Order 
.was slowly obeyed. Xearly all however were assembled, when Anax- 
ibius came, and calling together the generals and lochages, directed 
them * to proceed to the Chersoiiese, where Cynisciis,’ he said, ■ the 
‘ Lacedaemonian governOf̂  would receive them into pay j and provi- 
‘ sions for-the way they might take from the Thracian villages;’ The 
generals, surprized, yet obedient, began making the necessary inquiries 
concerning the roads, and the state of the country to be passed. Mean-, 
ivhile intelligence of the purpose, getting among the soldiers,, set them 
instantly, in fury. Snatching their arms, some ran back'toward the 
gate, and, upon its being shut against them, with vehement cbmplaints 
of ill treatment, threatened to force it;- othem, running to the shore, 
found an easy passage oyer the mole into the town, where'some.of their 
comrades were yef loitering. Joined by these they forced the: gale, 
and the whole army rushed in.' '

The utmost alarm afid terror pervaded Byzantium. The agora was 
instantly deserted. Some barricaded themselves in their housesj some 
fled aboard the ships; all apprehended,the rapine and.-carnage usual in a 
place taken by storm. Anaxibms himself, funning to the shore, passed 
in a fishing-boat to the cijtadel, and sent in haste to €halcedon, for a ’ 
reinforcement to the small garrison. - .

The Cyreian generals themselves feared, that, in ijie circum ânCes 
which the dishonest and%eak policy of the Spairtan commander-in-chief 
had superinduced, they should hardly be able to restrain the army-from 
outrage. Xenophon, who had still attended, at the particular request 
of Anaxibius, fearing for the town, for; the army, and for his own. 
character and safety, when he saw the gate forced, had pressed.in with

the
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the soldiers. Quickly he ingaged their attention. -Crowding'about 
him, they'said, ‘ Now, Xenophon̂  is the time to raise yourself anfl 
‘ serve us: ,the army is at your devotioirand the city, and the fleet 
 ̂ in the harbour, and air that both contain, are y Our own.’ ‘ Right,’ 
said Xenophon, ‘ but the first thing necessary is Order among you.
‘ Form, as quickly as possible.’ The Thracian square, where they hap-’ 
pened to be, having space enough, he was instantly obeyed: the heavy
armed formed in column, fifty deep ; the targeteers ran to the flanks. 
Having thus checked thoughtless violence in the outset, Xenophon, in' 
a soothing speech, represented to the army ‘ the iniquity and dishonor 
‘ of injuring the Byzantineŝ  who had never injured them, and the im- 
‘ poisibility of resisting the pOwer of Lacedaemon, which had̂  subdued 
‘ Athens, and now cornmandê  G reece ; ’ and in conclusion-he recom
mended, ‘ that a deputation be sent to AnaxibiuS, to assure him: 
‘ that they had returned into the town with no purpose of outrage, but 
‘ certainly with the wish to obtain from him that assistance which he 
‘ had.promised: that should he still refuse it, they were ready to march 

away at his order ; but they were desirous of demonstrating that tbejr 
* obedience was willing, and that to beguile them was Unnecessary.’ 
The army was persuaded, and the deputation was senL

The circumstances, both of Greece and .of the surrounding eonntries, 
offered numerous opportunities for adventurers, especially for military 
adventurers, There happened to he in Byzantium a Theban, named 
'Ĉ fatades, who professed the business of a general, ready to serve any
where in Th6 comniand of troops, for Greek cities or fo'rein nations. 
While the army was waiting, this tnan catUe and proposed himself for 
their leader, undertaking to Conduct them to profitable enterprize in 
Thtace, and, in the interval, to provide them -subsistence from his 
private means. The mention, at the same time, of pay and plunder had 
excited atteiitiorj, when the oflScers, who were sent into the citadel, re
turned With a message from Anaxibius, assuming the army that they 
should have no cause to repent their moderation and obedience; that 
he would report to the Laced̂ monian̂ ĝovernment their good conduct, 
and would consider by what means he might immediately serve them. 
Soothed thus by An^xibiiis, and upon the point of losing Xenophon, .

liv̂ ho
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v/ho was stijl bent upon returning to Atbens, officers'and men acceded 
to the'proposal of Cyratades. He ptprnised that every necessary, for 
setting out ,on their proposed expedition, should be ready po^t morn
ing, victuals, drink, victims,-and a, prophet, (it is Xenophon’sJist,) 
•and upon this they quietly marched out o f the town. They were .no 
sooner gone, than Anaxibius caused the gates t,o be locked, and pro
clamation to be made, that if  atiy soldiers of the Cyreian army Were 
■ any more found in Ryzantium, tiiey shouJ<l be soJd for slayes. ■ Such 
Avas the treatment of this gallant army, on its first arrival in a Euro
pean G reek city, from the conlmander-in-chief of the united forces o f 
Greece, Y

Xenophon (who had . staid thus long, at the particular request of 
Anaxibius) found himself, iiy return fpr his service in preserving 
the toAvn from pillage and slaughter, hani$hed,.ih common with the 
whole army, from it's walls. Applying to Cleander, tlie governor, his 
host, he obtained, Avith some difficulty, permission to enter; but upon 
condition that be Avould sail with Anaxibius, Avho, pn the approaching 
expiration of the term of bis command, was to return to Greece.

AVhether the policy of Anaxibius, or bis OAVn presntnptuous folly, 
had urged Cyratades to an und^rtaking Avhich could only involve him 
in immediate shame, (tho'it appears far more likely the former,) he was 

s. 25, utterly unable to provide even one day’s subsistence for the army. Its 
obedience therefore was instaittly AvithdraAvn from Ijiffi, and the troops 
took quarters for themselves in the Thracian villages j undyrwhat 
compact, or with what violence, we are not informed, . Xenophon 
only proceeds to observe, that, none of the generals haying influs 
ence enough to unite the rest in any settled Resign, the army 

e.2,'s.i,2, Avasted in inaction. Many of the soldiers sold'theh* arms; some 
got their passage for G reece; some settled themselves in the Grecian 
toAvns on the Propontis. Anaxibius rejoiced , in this decay of that 
once-powerful and proud army ; less as he feared injury to any Grecian 
settlement, or to the Lacedaemonian authority, than ..as he hoped to

• a i , 1
be,paid for gratifying the Pcrsjan satrap.

Apparently the Lacedemonian government re'roaipod.yet halancip.g, 
what policy to follow toward Persia. Rut it seepis »likely that 

i i  . lySander’s;
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Ljsaii-der’s pa:rty had ' cdmirmtiicated witlV the Cyreians, and ‘in- 
douraged the hope of Laeedajttionkn; service for them, and.war in 

- Asia; whence the party of Pausania-s  ̂ which still'preponderated, would 
entertain the greater'jealousy o f them, and, be iftore disposed to direct . 
or approve the conduct of Anaxibiusf That officer, quitting at length 
his cbtnttVand, took Xenophon with him for the voyage to Greece. He 
put into the port of Pariura, near the-northern entrance of the,strait 
of the Heliespon't, for the purpose of bolding farther c'omnumicatioa.; 
with Pharnabazus. But, without a character to win esteem, upon 
losing his power he could no lohger command vespeeL The policy oT 
Asiatic councils was now directed to cultivate the friendship of the- 
superseding officers, Aristarchus, who had passed up the Propontis tO' 
take the government of Byzantium, and Pol us, the new coinmander*^. 
in-chief, who was daily expected. The. promise of Aristarchus was-., 
already ingaged; that no disturhance should be given by the Cyreian. 
army to the Bithynian saltrapy. Anaxibius then, no longer able to- 
profit from service tcx his own party, seems to have proposed to earii 
credit with the opposite party by a very strong measure.. He proposed 
to Xenophon,to goto the army,- and bring It over into Asia r offering a 

‘ vessel for the passage, with orders, that horses should be furnished for lis- 
use, and obedience paid to his commands. Xenophon, kimwing, as 
he says, that, however the generals were divided, the soldiers vmuld c.2. s.5v. 
universally rejoice in the opportunity to make war in the rich satrapi-es 
o f Pharnabazus and Tissaphernes, undertook the business. Being 
received by the army with all the joy he expected, he led it imme
diately to Peri nthusi there to imbark for Asia.

What really persuaded him to such a measure, bis. necessarily cautious 
'account does not explain. Possibly he had expectation,. Or possibly 
false information, o f a change in the government o f Laced®mon. The 
conduct of Cleailder seems to indicate, such expectation. As SoOn as 
the controuling authority of Anaxibius was removed from Byzantium, 
with a just regard for humanity, for the Greek nation, and for his 
friendship contracted with Xenopho%'he had been kindly attentive 
to all Cyreian soldiers in the placefand neighborhood, particularly 
directing quarters to be provided for the sick. On thenontraiy, one of

tlie*
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tlie first measures of the ne\v harmost of Byzantium,' Aristarchus, ■w'as 
to order all Cyreian soldiers, that could be found iii the town, to he , 
arrested.; arid in strict pursuance of the tyrannical edict of Anaxibius, 
he sold four hundred for slaves. . Hearing then of the march of the ' 
army to Perinthus, he went thither with two triremes, and forbad its 
passage to Asia. In vain Xenophon urged the authority of Anaxibius. , 
From his own account seemingly he should, have known that Anax
ibius neither had authority, nor deserved influence. Aristarchus 
answered, that Anaxibius ŵas no longer commander-in-chief; that he 
was himself governor'̂ there, and that iic would sink any vessel 
attempting to transport troops to Asia. Xext day hc; sent for the 
generals and lochages to attend him in Perinthus. They obeyed the 
summons; but, as they approached the town, intelligence w'as com-' 
municated to Xenophon, that if he entered the walls he would be 
arrested, and either suffer on the spot, or be delivered to Eharnabazus. 
Under pretence of a sacrifice, therefore,-he returned to the camp. 
The rest proceeding, wereriot admitted to the presence of Aristarchus, 
but desired to attend again in the evening; and this confirmed Xeno
phon in the opinion, that the information given him was founded.

To cross into Asia, in opposition to the Lacedaemonian comman
ders, wmuld be neither easy to effect, nor safe, if efiected. In the 
Chersonese, whither Anaxibius had pointed their view, they would be 
as in a trap, under the powCr of the Lacedaemonian governor there; 
and having experienced Spartan fraud, they feared . Spartan-policy. 
Thus, in the midst of flourishing Grecian settlements, and almost in 
Greece, the Cyreians, threatened on ail sides, found themselves more 
at a loss which way to turn, than when first deserted by their Persian 
allies, thousands of miles from home, in the middle of the hostile 
Persian empire.  ̂ .

    
 



teT. ViL. CIRCUMSTANCES'  OE THRACE.

S E C T !  o‘ N vir.

Return of the Greeks. Circumstances of Thrace  ̂ ' Sef&ice of the 
Army witĥ  a Thracian Prince. Ingagement of the Army in the 
Lacedcemonidn Service: Passage to Asia and march to join thC' 
Lacedeemonian Forces. a - , -

' ■ Hf _ '
T h e  political, state of the world, that arrangement, which tlje wis
dom of man can make, for establishing the rig-hts and re$training the 
misconduct of his ojwn species, may appear, in ,modern,times,- d f̂ectiv'e 
enough; but, as far as we can look into antiquity,'we find, a state df 
things less harmonized, and more precarious. Hence continual hppor-' 
tunity for profit to those who, ymuld make war their tradeand hence 
arose still a glimmering of hope for the Cyreian̂ ; The best market was 
generally found among the most polished and luxurious nations; and so, 
as civilization spied, the market was extended. Various, circum
stances, of late years, had led to increased intercourse of the Greeks 

.''with the Thracians, whence civilization '̂ained^among the latter.
, Long, since, tho spurning at all other trkde, the Thracians would let 

their valor and skill.in arms for hire: the progress then was easy, to 
hiring, if need occurred, the service o f others., A:Thracian prince, 
Seuthes son of Miesades, bad solicited the service,of the Cyreiahs. His 
immediate means of remuneration Avere small; But bis promises, should 
success attend their exertions in his'favor,. were alluring. . Seuthes Avas 
descended,from Teres, that poAÂ erful chieftain, w'ho, as At̂e have for
merly seen, iihited under Iris dominion ail the Thracian ctans, from the 
jEgean to, the Danube, and from the Euxine.to the Stryinon; AvhoSe 
son and successor, Sitalces, married a Greek lady, and accepted'the' 
freedom of Athens; and w'hose grandsoUj Seuthes son of Sparadocus, 
the successor of Sitalces, married Stratomce, sister of Perdiccas king 
of Macedonia; The advantage of §uch connections, being' adcfed 
to, that of dominion superior in extent, revenue, and military force 
to any other then in Europe, it might be expected would bring civili- 

Voi. I l l,  Ex zatiott
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zation into Thrace, and raise that country to a political importance equal 
to any then in the world. The splenddr qT the monarchy accordingly 
was increased by SeutheS'son of Sparadocus j and no misfortune befel 
it of which Thucydides has left notice. But a nation is not so soon to 
be changed  ̂ the manners and prejudices of the Thracian people in
volved the princes in the national degradation,' before the princes could 
effect any considerable improvement of the people.- What were the 
convulsions, that-produced the decline of the Odrysian power, we are 

Anab. 1.7. not informed; but we learn from Xenophon that it had a rapid fall, . 
c. 2. s. 18. and that the Thracians remained barbarian^ .

' When the Cyreian armji returned from the .east, Medocus' reigned
over the Odrysians; and, tho very inferior to his predecessors, was still 
the principal potentate of Thrace;" His usual residence was at the dis-. 

■C. 3. 6.7. ' tancdof twelve days journey, within land, from th.e Prdpontis. Mtesades 
had possessed a principality, apparently a- subordinate .principality, 
over three conquered tribes in the neighborhood of Byzantium; but, 
in the decay of the Odrysian power, had been expelled by them, and 
died soon after. The successful revolters maintained themselves in a 

-wild sort of republican freedom, while SeuJ;hes, the infant son of M eb- 
Sades, rvas kindly entertained by his soverein and Kinsman Medocus. 
But the spirit of a Thracian could not brook inactive dependency. CXif. 
attaining manhood, Seuthes requested of his protector that,' instead of • 

B. IS. remaining a burthen upon his gCneroaity, looking up to him like a dog 
(his expression reported from his own mouth by Xenophon) he might 
be allowed sudi force as could be spared him, to attempt the recovery 
of his inheritance. A  small body, horse and foot, was granted ; and, 
from that time, Seuthes, unable to subdue the people, had however 
supported himself and his followers, by plunder from his paternal prih- 
cipality^ .̂ * ' '

, Buch

3? The genealdgy of. a chieftain of three 
small tribes of barbarians cannot be, in it
self, very important j but, for the sake of 
high authority wantonly attacked, and of the 
consistency of history, which is liable tq grosŝ  
injpry from hasty and unexamined surpaises, 

U ' ' ■ ■

especially of able cptnmentators, I shall fake 
some notice of that of Seuthes. TW.ith a mix
ture Of rashness and carelessness, which one 
cannot blit be surprized to find in him, Spel- 
man would Kavh Seuthes, mentioned by Xe
nophon- as son of Mffisad.es, the same person 

• . - with
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*Sudi was the state of things when the Cyreian army arrived at Chry-- 
sopolis. . Before it crossed, the sfralt, agents came froni Seuthes to 
invite its service. The overtures, theai rejected, but renewedwhen it

£ !l

with the Seuthes mentioned by Thucydides 
as son of Sparadocus. (See tile second note 
6f the sixth book, and the fifteepth note of 
the seventh hook of his translation, of the 
expedition of Cyrus.) ,

Among the Greeks, we kntiw, as among 
the Welsh, the father’s name served, in the 
want of a family name, to dikinguish the 
individual from others of tho sanie name, 
and was therefore, in describing'persons, an 
object for careful attention., Sparadocus and 
Mmsades have no such resemblance as could 
occasion the mistake of one name for the 
other, by either author or transcriber,- and 
the connection of Thucydides, and the 
communication of Xenophon, with Thrace, 
were such, that deficient information cannot 
reasonably be imputed to either, Spelman 
has not undertaken to say which was niis- 
taken; .but, without the, slightest reason al-' 
ledged, his surmise necessarily attributes a 
mistake to' one of them. If, instead of such 
able cotemporary authors, who had such 
uncommon means of information, he had 
'attributed such an error, even by a meer 
guess, to such a writer as Diodorus, who, 
according to Do'dwell’s phrase,, confounded 
history some hundred years after, be would 
have been more excusable 5 unless evidence, 
as clear, as what in this case he ought to, 
have been aware of, contra'dicted the suppo
sition. For, setting aside the distinction of 
the father’s name, generally decisive for iden
tification among the Greeks, or supposing 
one only to have been properly a name, and 
the ether a title (f«r sometimes the want of 
attention to such distinction perhaps may 
have pi-oduced some confusion pf ibrein 
names among Greek writers) still had Spel-, 
man taken the trouble to compare the his
tory of the Seuthes mentioned by Thucydides,̂  
with that of the Seutiies under whom Xeno

phon served, lie would have seen that they 
could not be the same. Seuthes,son of Spa
radocus passed his youth with his micle Sital- 
cesj and, after long acting under him as his’ 
principal favorite, on his death succeeded 
to 'his extensive and* powerful dominion.

. (Thpcycl. 1.2, c.ioi.) That domihion con
sisted of the chieftainship of fbe contjuering' 
clan, the Odrysiansi which was the n̂tient 
inheritance of his family, with the pafamount 
sovereinty over all the other Thracian tribes, 
acquired by the conquests of TereS; dnd the 
revenue, at least, of this large dominion, as 
Thucydides assures us, Seuthes. himself im-' 
proved. During his youth, and after his acces
sion, therefore, the Odrysian power was at its 
height. But Msesades, father of Xenophon’s 
Seuthes, was prince only of three conquered 
tribes, the.Melandepts, Thyns and ybranip- 
ses, bordering on the Propontis, v,rbils 
docus reigned over the Odrysians. Xeno
phon expressly says it was in the decay of 
the' Odrysian power, that Mssades was ex
pelled by his .subjects} and Seuthes, his son, 
■ was then under age, a meef boy; tbpso much ’ 
not only is implied in the term j(pu-
pillus, as Leunclavius has rendered it) but 
fully confirmed by the phrase that follows,. 
»7rs/ Je tsftjioTio; ey£»o(̂ns. This Seuthcs Was 
protected, and'educated by MedOcû  king of 
thfe Odrĵ sians, and never himself pretended 

.to the, Odtysian throne, but was happy to 
recover his p.rin'cipality over the three tribes 
above-mentioned, more than tiyenty, year9|t 
after Seuthes son of Sparadocus liad suc
ceeded his uncle Sitalces in the monarchy of 
Thrace. ''All tins being " dearly ŝtated by 
the two able cotemporary historians, without 
the least appearance of contradiction between 
them, Spelman’s fancy, as unnecessary for 
any explanation, as unfounded bn ahy au
thority, seems unaccountable. -

E E a- tvas
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.was driveix from ^^zantiuQi, were^ through diaagroement :among.th®^ 

Anab. 1.7. generals^ agaijx fnjitloss. But no\7, xvlieo, disappointed'iix^alt other 
C.3. S.&. views, while the* season (for j f  was midwinter) denied the passage for 

such numbers taGreece, and the soldiers Were without means, for pro
viding themselyes in a ^iendly cbuntry, to go. wherever an enemy to 

be pluirdercd could bg. pointed out, seemed the only resource for sub-, 
sistence. Xenophon therefore resolved to postpone his return to Athens, 
and endevor to serve the nrm.y, by going himself to Negotiate with 

Seuthes» : „ . . , • "
The connection of Keon, as .an Asihfean,. ‘with Tacedaimon, .had 

decided his politics. He had attached him self to Aristarchus, and, 
seceding now from the army, With about eight hundred’ men, he in-, 
camped apart. All the other generals approved the proposal of Xeno
phon, and each named a ^confidential ofiicer to attend him. Adding 
Polycrates, an Athenian lochage, as his own assistant Xenophon rpde 
by night to a castle,.,‘where Seuthes was then residing,' scarcely e ig h t. 
miles from the camp. As they approached, many fites^were seen,, but 
no people ; and they imagined Seuthfs liad suddenly removed, his resi
dence. Presently.however the hum of voices was heard, and commu
nication of signals. An interpreter then advanced, and, after due ex
planation, an êscort of two. hundred tSrgeteers-came, and conducted 
Xenophon vvitli his'attendants to the castle. Everything around, it 
was. observed-, marhed extreme precaution- against surprize. By the 
distant fires, whatever approached was visible, while darkness involved 
the castle and its. watch. The horses o f surrounding outgUard 'o f  
cavalry, fed only by. day, were, kept bridled and ready for instantly 
mounting all night. It was requested of Xenophon that only two o f  
his attendants might enter with him. Such were the fears in which 
this prince habitually liv ed ; the■ Thyn-Thracians,- possessor o f the 
country, his revolted subjects, being esteemed singularly expert and 
daring in nocturnal enterprize. ' - - ^

Xenophon then, With his two''companions, , being Introduced to the ’ 
prince, .horns o f  wine, according to the Thracian custom, were pre
sented with the first salutation. .- After some conversation, Xenophon 

.desired that his other principal followers might be admitted ; but, to.
 ̂ ' ' obviate

s. 11.

s. 12.
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g£CT. TO . SERVICE OF THE ARM Y W ITH SEHTHES. 213
obviate the prince’s jealousy,‘ directed that they should leave all weapons 
without. Seuthes however exclaiming that he^mistrusted no Athenian, 
that, on the contrary, he considered all as his hinsm^n and friends, the 
whole party was introduced. The prince’s proposals were then declared.
His purpose was to spbdue the. country, formerly subject to his father,
Avhich he said, with the Grecian army added todiis own forces, he was 
confident would be easy. -He otFered, for monthly pay, a Cyzicene, 
about a guinea, to every soldier, two to the.lochagea, and four to .the 
generals; which seems to have been a commoti proportion in the Gre~ * 
cian service. Protection, to those wbo might want it against the Lace-* 
d^monians, he readily promised at the motion of i^enophon; and, as 
land was what a Thracian prince could.perhaps of all things most cheaply - 

, give, he offered it in any quantity ; but he also promised to make it . 
valuable, by adding oxCn for culti^tiqn, and a fortified seaport, for 
securely“expofting the produce. To Xenophon in particular lie pro
mised Bisante, his best town on the coast, with the offer o f his daugh
ter in marriage, and assurance that, if  XenophonTiad'a daiigbter, he 
would buy her,* according to the Thracian custom. ' '

The liberality of these promises seeihs so nearly to have approached- - 
extravagance, that it might not Unreasonably have excited suspicion.
I f  Xenophon however had any, he has not declared it. ' Right-hands c.3. s. f; 
were mutually given, and Xenophon with his followers returned to , ' -
their camp_ before day. In the morning, Aristarchus again sent for 
the generals, hut they refused to go. The army being assembled, the. 
proposal o f Seuthes. was explained, and joyfully accepted : .Neon and s. 2, 3. 
others from Aristarchus endevored to dissuade; holding.out promises 
of advantage from the Lacedaemonian government,-for servicfe in the ■ 
Chersonese ; but they were little heard. •
■ Xenophon led, and th  ̂ army marched. Before they had advanced 
four miles,' Seuthes mef them, and took the office o f guide. In. the 
afternoon: they reached some vjllages,-8tored with, provisions, where the 
soldiers were well supplied, while; the generals and lochages supped 
vfith the prince. The detail of this-entertainment, the most cprious of 
its kind remaiiiing from antiquity, 
isidei'able resemblance to customs.

,s. 4. ,
L 6. c. 3; 
s. 7— 16.

shows,, among the Thracians, con- 
eopimon, among the politest
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people of the East; and, among, the Greeks, not that correctness.of 
manners, ,tho Xenophon himself is an exception, which might he ex
pected. A t sunset, when, after, a plentiful repast; the cup had suffi
ciently circulated, the Greeks arose, alledging the necessity of posting , 
their night-guards and giving out the word. Their knowlege of'Thra- 
cian manners, and theif observation of wine consumed; gave them to- 

.suppose that Seuthes would not rise sober; but, without any appear
ance jof ebriety,, he followed them, and; proposed, by marching that 
night, to surprize,,the enemy, yet uninformed of his increased strength. 
Much plunder he,hoped might be taken, arid many prisoners ; which, 
as the Grecian towiis ofthe tfeighborhood afforded a ready market for 
slaves, might be turned to good account. ■  ̂ ,

The Greeks approved, and at midnight the army marched. N ot 
however till toward noon next day, they I'cached the' summit of a 
mountain-ridge, covered with deep snow, and, descending urilooked-for 
into the plaiu bej'ond, they found the expected prey. About a thour 
sand slaves were taken, with tWo thousand head of neat, and tei% 
thousand of smaller cattle. N ext morning Seuthes burnt all the 
villages, nob leaving a house ; proposing to bring the people to srib- 
mission by'the fear of losing their shelter and subsistence, in the seve
rity of winter. The booty was. sent to be sold at Perinthus, to provide 
pay for the'army. , . '

In this country,. in so sduthern ri latitude,' and only tW5 days’ march 
from the sea, a heavy snoW falling, the cold was so intense, that water 
froze as it was carried from the spring, and even thCwine in the-vessels 
became ice. The Greeks had not so ,profited from experience in 
Armenia and Pontus, but that, with their short cloaks and bare thighs,. 
they suffered severely; and some, frostbitten, lost ears', and noses. 
Then they discoyered the advantage of the Thracian military dress, 
Mffiiclr at first had appeared uncouth ; foxskin caps covering the ears, 
cloaks reaching below the knee* and warm covering for the horsemen’s 
legs, protected Seuthes's troops against the inconveniencies ofweather,to 
which theiuconstitutions also were, by’yeaily practice, more hardened.'^ 

In such a season howev'er the Thyns, who were driven 'from iheir 
villages to seek refuge among the riiountaips, could not but ''be dis-

' tressed. ■
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.tressed. Finding themselves unable to resist the destruction, threat' Anab. l.y. -, 
encd to all their vallies, they sent proposals o f submission, atjd 
requested' Xenophon’s mediation ‘ in their favor. A  perfidious attack s. 1 0 —15. 
on the Grecian quarters' followed, and particularly against Xenophon’s.
Ft was however successfully resist.ed, and the forces of Seuthes being 
greatly increased by Odrysian volunteers, the Thyns threw tliemSelves s,i6. 
on his mercy. The Thracian priiice paid the. compliment to Xeno
phon, to offer-him any revenge he might chuse, for that perfidy which 
had been directed against his life. Xenophon answered, that, if he 
desired revenge, he should have it ahundautly, in the change of the 
condition o f the people, from independency to subjection under- 
despotic authority Xem^phon, it appears, knew how to value 
freedom; but was not nicely scrupulous of supporting the cause of 
despotism. . . ; ,

, Seuthes having thus recovered his patrimony, found himself, within c. 5. s. i— 
the short space of two months  ̂ from a wandering freebooter, become 
prince of a considerable territory. His army was increased, not only, 
with the strength of the conquered people, but with numerous Odrysians, 
whom success ^allured to his standard. To thembrth of Byzantium, 
bordering on the Euxine sea, lived .a Thracian,h,drd, who bad never 
owned the dominion of Mresades, but, having been formerly subdued 
by Teres, had-since asserted independency. Seuthes marched against

’E» Svlot jovAot ««T —‘ If'
‘ these people \ were, instead of freemen,
‘ to. become slaves.’ Spelman. This does 
pot convey to English readers the exact 
sepse of the originaK AouAo? was not con
fined to the strict meaning of s law  with us, 
for which the Greeks used the term ccsrhpi.-'’ 

but was applied to any who lived 
under a despotic'̂ overnment. Thus Xeno
phon makes Cyrus call himself JoDXa?, anti 
that subjection to Lacedsemon, under which 
the Thirty proposed to govern Athens, is 
termed by Isocrates and Lysias and'

Isocr, Areipp. p. 140. v. 2. & Lys. 
mgi 7:3? p. 177, Yfl S04. put

Lysias calls, his manufacturer slaves uyyg£~- 

sroSa. Adv. Eratosth. p.388. If we some
times apply the term slave to the subjects of 
arbitrary governments, it is by a rhetorical 
licence, and hot in , the sober language of 
historical narrative : we do not consider a 
Chinese mandareen, a Turkish bpshaw, or a 
Spanish grandee, as the same description of 
person with a West Indiain slave; nor would 
the Qreefis have called' Cyrus xŷ ga,7to^uyj, 

tho he might call himself tovMq. Xeno
phon '(de rep. Ath. c. 1. s. 11.) uses the ex
pression of hiv?\ivHy iy^pairo^oii— m eaning that 
the. Athenian people were subservient to 
their slaves, not slaves to theni, , *

t̂hese,
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iliese, and quieWy compelled, them to became h ij tributaries, 'turn- 
ing then southward .again, ju s  Thracian numbers, aiow,/considerably 
exceeding the Greeks, they together a.pproa<5hed/lhe Propontis .and 
incamped near belyinbria. I t  is remarkable that/jm-this i^Hnter f:ani- 
pain, in So sevei'e a climate, against an enemy much Overpowered 
indeed, but singularly expert and enterprizing in-: desultory waq uot a ■ 
Greek was lost. - ' ' .

Active and bold, characteristicab qualities o f a Thrahian, Seuthes. 
had no great understanding and ho. clear honor. Mean deception, how
ever, and gross'dishonesty seehi j^o have been less his own purpose, than 
what, he was led to by a profligate Greek, Heracleides of Maroneia, 
who had acquired his confidence, and Was one o f his principal coun
sellors before, tlie Cyreian army entered into hfs so’vice. This man, 
having succeeded in tire endevor to excite apprehension and:’ dislike of 
Xenophon, instigated the prince, since he no longer wanted the service 
o f the Grecian army, to refuse the arrear of pay, when a sma,U part only,- 
o f  what by agreement was due, had-yet been issued. He failed in an 
jCndevor to divide.the generals; but discontent grew among the soldiers, ■ 
while all Xenophon’S applications, for the pay-owing,“-were answered 
with evasion. ‘ -■
' In this state o f things  ̂ 'frhiic, on one side, Seuthes-was surrounded by 
his numerous Thraqian forces, strong in caCairy, of which the Greeks 
were destitute, on the other, judging from past transactions, no degree 
of enmity was not to be apprehended from the all-powerful officers o f 
Sparta, difficulty and. danger seemed again accumulating, against.the 
unfortunate Cyreians, ami particularly agaihst.Xenophon. An .event, no 
longer expected, relieved them. The Lacedemonian government had re
solved upon war with Persia, and thus the Cyreian army, beforean object 
of jealousy, now would be a yalliable acquisition. Accordingly two 
Lacedemonian officers, Charminus and Polyneices, came to Selymbria, 
authorized to ingage them,'at the Same pay promised by Seuthes, to go 
to that most inviting, of all fields foi* military service, the rich satrapy 
of TissapliCTnes. The proposal was joyfully received; and tiie more, as 
beside other advantages, the*commanding interference of Lacedremon, 
it was now hoped, would obtain the arrear of pay due from the

Thracian
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Thracian prince. But Sei'itlies was governed by a few iijterested coun
sellors*. and it wa's not till the aj-my was sent to live at free quarters, in'
-some villages Avbicb be'had given to one of tlie chielf of'tbem, that an 
ititer.view, desired'bj’ Xenophon and. long evaded, was at length ob
tained. An Odiysian,^ who assisted, ̂ t the conference, with generous^^^i, 
jhdignationf'det^lared" his shame o f that officer’s conduct. His great 7. s, 
^overein Medocus, he said, he Was sure would not approve' shch base 
^dishonesty, nor give any support to those who could be guilty, of it.
Seuthes excused himself, disavowing knowlege of the circumstances, 
and laying the blame on his Greek counsellor Heracleides. Payment 
was then made, in the manner of the country. A  single,talent was all 
that could be obtained in money: six hundred oxen, four'thousand c.d. s. 
sheep, and a'hundred and twenty Haves, were given^for the reiiiainder 
due. The disposal of these, for the benefit of the army, wds dexterously 
referred by Xenophon, as a compliment, to the Lacedremonians Char- s. 34* 
minus and Polyneices; who incurred no .Small bla'me in .the conduct of 
the invidious business. • , . .

The army then Crossed to Lampsaciis, where two Lacedaemonian c. 6. h 3. 
officers arrived soon after, with pay, which was immediately issued for 
the march to insue. The plain of Troy, mount Ida, Antandrus, and the 
vale of Thebe, were then traversed, in the way to Pergamus in the vale 
o f Caicus. There a circumstance occurred, in itself, and in Xenophon’s 
manner o f relating it, strongly characterizing the tirnes. Generally 
earnest in inculcating humanity and liberality, and studious to demon
strate his own disinterestedpess, the- soldier-philosopher nevertheless 
%ives. Without any apparent compunction, ‘a detailed account of a iioc- 

• tumal expedition,, which he undertook with a few favorite'officers, to 
.surprize a wealthy Persian, with his family, in a castle at some distance 
in the vale. A  Grecian family o f rank, in Pergamus, had suggested the 

. measure, apparently, to share in the spoil. The prophet, employed to 
sacrifice on the occasion, declared, from the symptoms of the victims, s G, 
that the gods appvoved"ahd would favor the robbery. Resistance never
theless was found so much more vigorous thah expected, that tile party 
Avas obliged to retreat, with ■ many wounds, and con'sideraUe risk of 
being all cut off. A  feigned moyement, with the whole army, induced 

VoL. III. * F f - t h e
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the Persian to leave his castle. The attempt beings then renewed, the 
castle was taken, with his wife, children, slaves, horses,, and all his effects. 
The capture was so considerable,- that Xenophon’s share' inabled him, 
according to his own phrase, to confer benefits; tho before so distressed 
as to be reduced to sell his horsef at Lampsacus, for fifty darrcs, about 
thirty-five guineas. The army returned to Pergamus, there to wait the 
orders of the Lacedsemoniari commander-in-chief.

Notes from the End of the First Section of the Twenty-third Chaptef

■ * It seems a whimsical circumstance that, 
among other writers, Spelman, the applauded 
translator, and Hutchinsoii, the able editor 
of the Anabasis, have concurred in the'fancy 
to contradict or explain away their author’s 
own account of .his own age; and, without 
apparent purpose but to establisli a calcula
tion of their own, founded upon authority 
so dubious and so,deficient, that, even were 
there nothing on the other side, it could 
scarcely prove anything, Lneiaii, in his 
Treatise on Long Life, says' that Xenophon 
passed the age of ninety years; without 
Adding when he %yas born or when he died. 
Diogenes Laertius says tkat he died in the 
first year of the hundred and fifth Olympiad; 
without adding at what age. Strabo (I. 9. 
p. 6"1S.) has related that he fought at the 
.battle of Delium, in the eighth year of the 
Peloponnesian war. But Athenseus has 
shown, from Plato, that' this could not be; 
and indeed the sjory altogether is so nearly 
absurd', that we may w'onder rather that 
Strabo should have related it, than that 
Diogenes should have copied it from- bim* 
Diogenes is not famous for accuracy, any
more than for judgement; so Spelman pro
fesses to rest on Lucian’s account, which, he 
says, he sees no reason to disTielieve. I see 
no reason to disbelieve it either; because it 
really affirms'no more than that Xenophon 
lived to tJie age of more than ninety; which 
is initself possible, and contradicted by none. 
But Xeiioph'on’s own account, equally un- 
cpirtradjcted by all autient. writers, appears

to nie to deserve the first credit. He has 
indeed not slated his own age precisely; but' 
he has marked it, I think clearly, withi'n 
two or three years; and so the learned an.d . 
■ ingenious friend -of Spelman has thought, 
the author of the geographical dissertation 

■ annexed to Lis translation of the Anabasis. 
Spelman and. Hutchinson, putting together 
the accounts of Luciati and Diogenes (for 
neither alone will at all serve their purpose)

, reckon Xenophon near fifty when he ingaged 
with Cyrus : the ahthor of the geographical 
dissertation supposes -him only five-and- 
twenty. If Xenophon’s own account of him
self deserve any credit, and if it ought not ■ 
to be .tortured to a meaning to which it can
not \vithout torture be brought, be was cer
tainly under thirty,- The matter is'not im‘- 
portaot; but having taken the pains, perhaps 
more than it yras worth, to examine it, I 
will not deny the reader who may have cu
riosity *for it, the benefit, if he can draw aiiy, 
from my trouble. ■ ' '

Among the first occasions on which the 
name of Xepopbon occurs in the Anabasis, 
(1.2. c. 1. s. ]0.) he is addressed with the 
appellation of Nsatis-ks, which Spelman ob
serves,. however ill it might apply ,to one 
near &(ty, must, be translated Y o u n g  man. 

Now it happens •that we-have information, 
from Xenophon himself,: to what age a man 
might, properly be called NtV;. The queŝ  
tion occurs, in his Memorials of Socrates 
(1.1. c. 2. s. S-5.) and thirty is there named 
as, its.utmost term, and rather beyond the'
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Age to which it was" ordiuarily given. Nsoŝ  
jitTKs; then,- a diihinutive from Nla?, would 
nothe commonly applied to a more advanced 
age. As the titles Neo;. arid NEanwxo; are, 
inore than once in the Anabasis, 'given ta . 
iXenophon,'this aloiie seems pretty strong 
proof that he was under thirty, ljut there 
is besides, in the Anabasiŝ  what appears to 
me, complete coiifirmatioH of it p'for Prox* 
enus, it is there positively said, was hbout' 
thirty, when he was put to death, ctf when 
.the army -was deprived- of his services. Xe~ 
nophon, when he first conceived the idea of 
offering himself for' successor fo Proxenus 
in command, wps deterred by the considera
tion of his youth ; which' seems decisively 
to mark that he was younger than Proxenus,

■ and consequently under thirty. Thiairideed 
is testimony so nearly direct, .that it has evi
dently staggered Spelman; who nevertheless 
has been so resolved to abide by his deduc
tion from Lucian and Diogenes, that rather 
than allow his author to give evidence against 
it, he has chosen to mis-translate him, and 
ev  ̂to risk contradictions. W h a t age do I  

'•wait f o r ?  is his very just version of Xeno
phon’s words, when he was hesitating whe
ther to Gfffer himself for the command ; wpirds 
certainly bearing no. very evident sense, if 
thejr did not imply that heapprebended objec
tion would be taken to his youth. In answer _ 
then to this objection, Xenophon proceeds 
thus : ’Ov •yotp ty a y  r̂i .®7j)r<r®̂-Tepo; croptar,. \a,v 

'ri'fiifoy i[*xv\or~^<)Ti wJXspobtf. (Anab..' 
1.3. o. 1. s. 10.) ^  I  abandon m yself to  the

enemy this day f s q  Spelman turns the passage,)
■I shall never liv e  to  see another. It canrtot be 
said, in excuse for the miserable insipidity 
of this version, that it is litteral. A litte'ral 

.translation would here not only give the 
sense more exactly, but even more spiritedly:
J s h M  ni'ver be o lder, (replying to his own 
question, ‘ What age do I wait for?’) i f  t o 

day I  betray m yself to  the enemy, meaning, 
i f  th rough  fa lse  delicacy-, in  consideration o f  

ijiy youth , I  om it that exertion , by which I  

and the (irm y w ith  me m igh t be saved f r o m  the  

enemy, • .

' Another passage soon follows,' to -the 
same purpose, of wiiich Spelrhan has very ■ 
ingeniously given a litteral translation,'with 
a sense completely dubious. When-actually 
offering bimSelf for the command, Xenophon 
apologizes,,for his youth thus: ’£i h- ipesr?: 
Va'rii'ttpi6 hyefabxt. Sum  •tr ĉp&e-i^d/jias rw  n7\ixiair, 

r j i i  ccxixa^sty iy^SisSn jfvy.sis a it ’ sjxaurib r a

xoexd. I f  you appoint mb to  be y ou r .leader,,^ 

'  (says Spelman’s translation,) I  shall not ex

cuse m y s e f fy  reason 'o f my age, hut think m y

s e lf even in  the •vigor o f  i t  to  repel an in ju ry . . 

It is obvious, that this, might come either 
from a man ‘to.o.old or from one too young 
for the office.. To fix the.sense, therefore, 
the reader is referred, by a note, to the trans
lator’s former notice of Xenophon’s ,age, 
Spelman ■ seems to -bavo been so aware 
of the absurdity of stating, that, fifty 
was an age either too early, or too ad
vanced, for a man. to undertake the, office 
of general, that he chose rather to 'refer 
the reader to a former discussion, than' to 
shock, him with the direct mention̂  in this 
place, of-the result of it. Leunclavius hasr 
translated the passage very differently, and 
I think very properly, thus: S i me dacis m u i 

nere fun g ijd betis , k ta t is  eacusatioKenequaquani 

u ta r ;  bed' adolescentice v igorem  ad propuU an- 

dum mala m h ip ro fu tu ru m  arbitrOr. A¥e findr 
that-dlearchus,' who is represented as a ge
neral of most vigorous e.xertion, was fifty; 
and Gleaner was older. If’-2Cenbphon wns - 
near fifty, he would, not. have-said ‘ What 
‘ age do I Wait fOri’ Thd whole of the apo- 

"̂ logy fpr his age, whether as supposing him 
too old or too yoiang, would have been ab
surd, But every mention of him with any 
implication of his age, throughout the Ana
basis, shows him to have been much younger. 
A few weeks before his appointment to the 
comqJand, he was ad dressed, with the appel- 
latiofi of t i$ a w x i,V o u th ,- Afferjiis appoirtt- 
rrient, we are infortned, (1. 3. c. 2; s. 25.) 
that Timasion and be were the two youngest 

, of the geneVais. If he rvas too old, how im
proper must the choice of the others have, 
been;!'But, in the various actions that.fol- 

r r 2 , lowed.
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lowed, we alwaj’sfind him taking, and always 
mentiqiiing it as becoming him, .that more 
active' duty, whith in the Grecian service 
was appropriated to the youthful. Supposing

* him between twenty-five and thirty, the in
terpretation, where he speaks of himsel/, is 
always obvious, and Jib is consistent; but 
supposing him fifty, or near it, even the forced 
interpretation of Spelman is full, of contra
diction and absurdity.

If then I cannot commend the judgement, 
the accuracy, or the fabness of Spelman, in 
forming and supporting his opinion of Xeno
phon’s age, I can still less be satisfied with 
the. more direct Ênd less qualified contradic
tion of his author, in the account which, in 
his introduction, he has given of. the Lace- 
doempnian Clearchus. Totally neglecting 
Xenophon’s short but clear history of the 
principal circumstances of that general’s life, 
he has trusted implicitly to the very differ
ent account of Diodorus Siculus, ‘ who, be-
* side the character he, has deservedly ob-
* tained,’ he says, ‘ for fidelity and exact- 
‘ ness, had the advantage of living many 
‘ centuries nearer the transactions he re- 
‘ counts, than those who, differ from him in 
 ̂ chronology.’ Th% seems realty a curious 
reason for preferring the account of Diodorus, 
who lived full three centuries after Clearchus, 
to that of Xenophon, who served under 
him, and cannot but have kno\yu intimately, 
if not Cle'archus himself, yet many who must 
have known him intimately. As to the cha
racter which riiockirus has deservedly ob
tained for fidelity and exactness, tliose who 
know him best, I fear, will be most inclined 
to join with the penetrating, judicious, and 
diligent Henry Dodw'ell; who, compelled, by 
the pursuit he was ingaged in, to .study him 
closely, and indignant at length at the in- 
cessancy of his vexatious inaccuracies, calls 
him im perifus historiarum  ’ca ria rum  epocharum- 

que commissor D iodorus, (Chron. Xenophi 
ad aan. A. C. 396.)

It is an unpleasant task, which the writer 
pf Grecian history cannot always decline, 

11

to decry the general authority of -tliose o tf  ' 

whom he niust sometimes rest for authority ; 
if he would vindicate historical sincerity, it 
is indispensable. Plutarch, living more than 
four centuries after Xenophon, and more 
than one after Diodorus, has chosen to con
tradict the accounts of both. Instead of a 
condemned exile, as Xenophon, or a rebel, 
as Diodorus reports Clearchus to have been, 
Plutarch affirms that he had a regular com- 
missioî from the Lacedaroonian government 
tq serve under Cyrus. (Plut. vit. Artaxer; 
p. 1854.) It isi evident fi’om the whole tenor, 
of XenophoB’s narrative, the only connected 
and consistent narrative remaining 'of the 
transactions- of the age, that this cppld not* 
be. Let those who, in respect for any re- 
putatiop which Plutarch may have gained 
among litterary men .little conversant with 
the world, would put his authority in any 
competition with Xenophon’s, but look fo 
the pue4jity and absurdity of the account 
he has given of the cominunication- betweeq 
Cyrus and the Lacedajmonian governrneiit, 
previous ft) the expedition; and, if they de-, 
sire a sample of his carelessness, let them 
compare his praise of Xenophon, in his ac
count of the battle of Cunaxa, with his 
coiitinual and unqualified contradictions of 
Xenophon.

® The account of the expedition of Cyrus 
and of the return of the Greeks, remaining 
to us with the title of Kvgw having
j)assed, apparently without question, among 
'the aptients, for the work of the Socratic 
Xenophon, from his ovyn age downward, it 
cannot but sepm stfange that -any doubt 
about it should have gained in ntodern times, 
Nevertheless such a doubt, excited by a pas
sage in the work itself, having been chewsited 
by men eminent among the ̂ learned, some 
notice of it may be necessary here.

In Xenophon’s Grecian annals, the tenor 
of the narration required some account of 
the expedition, of Cyrug and the return of

the
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the Grecian airay; but, instead of giving'atiy, 
the author has referre4 his.reader to an ap- 
coua.fwhich he attributes tp Theip.istQgenes 
of Syracuse. This at fifst sight will of-cpurse 
give tp suppose that ain "acpoupt written-by 
a Syracusan, named Themistogene?, waa 
then extant; but it can at no rate prove that 
the work now e.xtant on the subject, which 
always passed among the antionts for Xeno
phon’s, was written, not by Xenophon, but 
by Themistogenes. It is however remarkable 
that, from the age of Xenophon to that of 

\Suidas, no mention occurs, in any remaining 
work, of such an author as Themistogenes; 
while we find an extraordinary assemblage, 
of names the most eminent in littefature, 
bearing testin*ony to the extant Anabasis as 
the work of Xenophon. Dionysius of Ha- 
licarnassuSj.Strabo, Cicero, Laertius, Lucian, 
iElian, Hesychius, Pollux,Harpocration, Am- 
monius, are enumerated by Hutchinson : to 
these, I think, should be added Demĝ trius 
Phalereus, or the author of the work attri
buted to him, Plutai’ch, and Longinus; and 
•when, in an age comparatively modern, the , 
collector Suidas chose to controvert this 
weight of evidence, he has offered no argu
ment but a reference to the works of Xeno
phon, which all those authors had red and 
could understand at least as well as he.

Why then, it will of course occur to ask, 
did Xenophon, in his Grecian Annals, refer 
to the work of Themistogenes ? Plutarch, in. 
his treatise on the Glory of the Athenians,, 
has accounted for it thus: ‘ Xenophon,’ he, 
says, ‘ was a subject of history for himself.
‘ But when he published his narrative of his 
 ̂ Own achievements in military command,
‘ he ascribed it to Themistogenes'of Syra- 
‘ cuse; giving away thus the litterary repu- 
‘ tation to arise from the woi-k,. that.he 
‘ might the better establish the credit of the 
‘ facts related.'

This, explanation, tho I allow it credit as 
fat as it goes, is, however, not by itself com
pletely satisfactory. Nevertheless I think 
whoever reads the Anabasis, attending,, at

the-sapfie, tjme, to the general history of th§ 
agp,_ may draw, from the two, what, is want
ing tp complete it. He cannot fa.il to obse-rve, 
that it has been a principal purpose q£ the 
apthor of the Anabasis.to apologize for tfie 
cpndyct of XenepbPni In the lat’ter part of' 
the work, the narrative is constantly accom- • 
panied with a studied defence of his conduct; 
in which, both the circumstances that pro
duced his banishment from Athens, and what
ever might give umbrage or excite jealousy 
against him in Lacsdsmon, have been care
fully considered. But there,are passages in̂  
the work, speeches of Xenophon himself on 
delicate occasions, particularly his commu- 
hication with Cleiinder the Lacedajnionian- 
general, related in the sixth book, which- 
could be known only from himself Or from 
Cleander. ’fhat these have not been forgeries- ' 
ofThemistogeu.es, is evident fimni the testi
mony of Xenophon himself, who refers to 
the Work, which he ascribes to Themisto-- 
genes, with intire satisfaction,.

One, then, of these three conclusions must 
follow: either, first, the narrative of Therois- 
togenes, if such eyer existed, had not in it 
that apology for Xenophon, which we find 
interwoven in the Anabasis transmitted ter 
us as Xenophon’s, and Consequently was 
a difterent work; or, secondly, Themisto- 
geiies wrote under the direction of Xeno
phon ; or, thirdly, Xenophon wrote the .ex
tant Anabasis, and, for reasons, which those 
fi.cq.uainted with the circumstances-of liis'life,. 
nnd the history of the times, will have no 
difficulty to. conceive may have been power
ful, chose that, on its first publication, it 
should pass under another’s name. The-lat- 
ter lias been the lielief of all antiquity; and,, 
indeed, if it had not been fully known that 
the ascription of thg Anabasis to Themisto
genes was a fictidn, the concurrence of all- 
antiquity, in strippiing that author of his just 
fame, so completely that, -from."Xenophon, 
himself to Suidas, he is never’ once named' 
as a writer of merit, in any work remaining . 
to us, while, in so .many, the Anabasis is.

. mentioned
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mentioned as the work of Xenophon, would stated is, that, under, every consideration, 
he, if at all credible, certainly the most ex- the facts reported in the Aoabasis have the 
traordinâ  circumstance m the history of fuH authority of Xenophon. For myself, I 
letters. ’ will venture to add,- I see no room for any
- For the political and military historian, Jtind of reasonable doubt hut that Xenophon 
■ 41ie import  ̂result of what'has here been ivas the writer.
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History of L a c £d^ mon froni the Restor9,tion of the A t h e n ia n  
D emocracy, and Affairs of the G reeks in A sia' from the 
Renewal o f War between I/AcEDiEMOiir and P e r s i a , to the. 

• Renewal o f AVar withm GEEECEi

S E C T I O N  X

War resolved hy Lacediemon against-Persia: Thimbron Commander* 
in-chief: joined by the Cyreidn Greeh forces. Liberality of th& 
Persian Governments . Percyllidas Coinmander-in-chif - Truce wifh 
the satrap o f Lydia, and War with the satrap of Bithynia. Mania 
satrapess- of fBolia; Successes of Pcrcyllidas m/Molia. Winter- 
operations in Pithynia. Protection given to the Che7'soriese. p7'os~ 
perity of the Grecian Colonies. Ill-judged orders from Lacedmmon. 
Danger of the Grecian Colonieŝ  Treaty concluded 'between- Der^ 
cyllidas and Tissaphernet, fo r  the complete Etnancipatian of the 
Asian Greeks from Persian dorhinibus ' ' ’

H EN  the Lacedcemonians put an end to the Athenian empire, 
.they vindicated to themselves the sover.einty o f the ilands and 

of the Europeaa cities; they placed their own governors, with thd title 
of harmost, in Byzantium and in the Chersonesej- but they' neither 
claimed ahy dominion oh -the continent of Asia, nor asserted 'the 
freedom of the Grecian republics’ there r the allegiance of the Asian 
Greeks was transferred from .the Athenian people to the Persian king: 
andj under him, to the satraps, Pbarnabazus and Tissaphevnes.

We have seen, that, among the Greeks of Asia, Cyrus was popular 
and Tissapherries unpopular; insomuch that,, by a kind of rebellion 

' - ■ ' - against.-
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against the satrap,, the lonians had attache4 themselves to the prince. 
The ev'ent therefore of *the expedition against the king, and the appbint- 
mfent o f Tissaphernes to the great command 4vhich Cyrus had' held, 
could, not but be Ifighly alarming to them. But, on the other hand, 
the glorious retreat of the Gleeks who had accompanied the prince, 
aaid the clear evidence, which their retttrn ia iafet,y bore, to the supe* 
riority o f the Gi’ecian arms, atforded ground pf .ineouragefnetot. I f  
die patronage o f  LaoedEemori could be obtained, whose councils cbm- 
manded the united arms of Greece  ̂ little, i f  Was hoped, .would be to 
be apprehended from the satrap’s Vengeance. Refusing therefore to 
acknowlege.his authority, the lonians sent ministers to XacfedEcmbn to 
solicit protection.

The Lacedemonian government,- less'expecting friendship from the 
king and from Tissaphernes, on account of their connection with 
Cyrus, and valuing it less, as the fame-of the actions-of the Cyreian 
army taught to despise their enmity, resolved that the lonians ‘should 
he protected. Possibly circumstances at home might contribute to 
-this determination. It m ight,he desirable to* employ a,part o f their 
people on forein service; and for. service against an enemy, so much 
famed for wealth, and so little for bravery and military skill, volunteers 
would be numerous among the poor commonwealths of Peloponnesus, ■ 
Foui-*thousand men were required from the allies. Only one thousand 
were added from LaceclEemon ; and they were all of those called neoda- 
modes; who, owing their elevation, frorU the condition of slaves Into 
the rank of citizens, to the necessities o f war, wore, on the return of 
peace, looked upon with so invidious an eye,ithat an occasion for send
ing them on foreiu service would be acceptable, both to the'govern- 
inent and to .themselves. Cavalry was very desirable for war in Asia: 
but the utmost force that Peloponnesus,could raise .was very, small; 
and the principal citizens o f the wealthiest republics, who alone com
posed it, would not he the most willing partakers ,in distant adventure. 
Application was therefore made to Athens; .where recent diso-rders, 
extreme political jealous} ,̂ and a total w'ant o f protection against any 
momcHtary caprice,pf the people, made the sitiiafiou of men of rank 
-and fortune so precarious, that the offer o f pay for three hundred horse
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found .ready acceptance tliere, Tlii.mbron 'vCas ap.pointecl commaiitlcr- 
i)i-cbief -in Asia, witb tbe title o f Impiiost. . ' ' '

- Arrivino-in'I’ohia, with hi-s European forces, eatly-in spring, Thimbron 
circ-nlated'k' requisition alli'appdrtihfitiient ;-6f  tjopps from evety - 
f^r-ecian-city i f l , A s i a ; ' s a y s  Siynpphpn,. at that tune, all obeyech 
wha'tewed a Laccdasihonian commanded.' 'f'he'Cyreians, under XenO-' 
-phon, had beep already ingaghd for; jhe service, apd \veie pfarching to 
jo-in the LacedmhTbnian arnryi ■ .Aleanwhile, tho'his force rva's consider-

■, able, "Thimbron feared to irayers'e thh%pen country»an presence .of the:
- Terslaii'cavahy, and thought it yell i f  jie'coidd afford, soipe protection, 
againStTts rd'Cagcsj to thctcountry ardilnd poatsjfhich he cdild shenuely

■ occupy. . XHe junction'of the Cyreians Iroweyer gave him a decided 
. superiorityand many'towns, boforp a.\lmd by the Persian power,- with 
/'•ready, zeal thenirpened their,gates | p h i m^ - . •

Fonf persons, %,h£)se circnmsfances deserve notice, toolc this oppor- 
'tuhidy for embracing .,the G/recian* Cause; ®uiysthenes and -Procles,

-. .descendants, o f Demaratus, the exiled king of LacedEBmon who attended • 
' Xerxes-into. Greece, and Gorgion and Gongylus, descended from the 
Eretrian Gongylus, who, "by his conduct also during the Persian inva* 
-dmn, bad merited ;bahishmen.t from his country and favor with the 
Persian mcmarch. The towns o f Pergkmus, Teutliraiiia, and Halisar- 

. nia, given to Demaratus, and Gambriuni,,'PalaigambriQm, Myriiia,
■ and Grynipm,; to’ Gongylus, remained, the property o f their posteri'tyi 
These gifts, from the'Persian Ting, seen) to have had Inn elf of the 
nature o f fiefs, in the Gothre •Idngdoms'. It  would have been’•U 
gratification, at least to our curiosity, had Xenophon been fuller in 
explanatiqri on the.subject. From tbeir attachment to the,'cause o f 
Cyrus, and consequent dread of the king’/  vengeance, apparently arose 
the revolt o f those.Grecian subjects o f the Persian empiro;TVhich,

' otherwise,,, would mark gross ingratitude t̂o a beneficent government. 
For the testimony here given by Xenophon, remarkably corresponding 

, with all remaining from Herodotus and Thucydides, strongly confirms, 
what has' been heretofore ohserved, that there was uncommon liberality

• * Ift the :4nabasis, Procles is called ‘chief, ©r lord, -of Teutlirania. Â nab, t. 2-
+ c. n s, a. ■ - - /
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ill the despotism of t̂ he Persian empire. Pu'blie faith was kept;” pro
perty was,not without security ; it was not tbere  ̂ as uiider the present 
wonderfully barbarian government of' the same fine country,,a crime to , 
be rich. ♦ L'arge estates, given even to foreiners, passed to their latê h 
posterity; and, instead of the tyranny which' now depopulates towns 
and provinces, and against Avhich-the remaining subjects recur to the 
patronage-of some forein ambassador,, the Persian government so ex
tended liberal protection to all, that Grecian cities, could prefer the 
dominion of the Persian king to that of the Atheniati or. Lacedmmoniaii 
commonwealths, and flourish under it.

But, if  t^e Persian government was generally mild and liberal, it 
had. been, since the reign of Xerxes, always weak, and yerging to dis
solution. The Lacedmraonian general Thimbron, who, with ’ compara
tively a small force,, bad been ^making conquests, agaipst ih, showM no* 
considerable abilities in the field, and in camp and ipquai'ters his dis- 
cipline was very deficient. The allies sulferecl from the licentiousness 
of his army ; and complaints, in consequence, were so urgfd at Lace- 
drenion, that, on th'e expiration of his year, he was sentenced to 
banishment. ' . '

Dercyllidas, who. succeeded ^im, was Ihore equal to a great and dif
ficult command. Having already served in Asia, under Lysand.er, he 
knew the .characters of the, ‘two satraps, who divided between them, in ' 
almost independent sovereinty, the dominion o f the western provinces. 
The instructions of the ephors directed him to lead the army into Caria, 
the hereditary government of Tissaplierues. But the desire of reveng
ing a disgrace he had formerly Incurred, when harmo'St o f Abydus, in 
consequence, of an accusation from Pharnabazus, as,sisted at least, ac
cording to the cotemporary historian, his.friend, in  determiHing him- 
to act otherwise, He negotiated with Tissaphernes; abd that dastardly 
satrap, ill-disposed to\vard Pharnabazus, and always readier for nego
tiation than battle, instead of exerting the’great power, with which he 
was vested, for the general defence o f the empire, bargained for a par
ticular peace for his own provinces, and'eonsented that the Grecian . 
arms should, without,opposition froftihim, be carried into the Bithynian 
satrapy. Percyllidas, .having thus provided for the safety of the rich.

■ . '  ̂ _ field®
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fields of Ionia, whicli would' otherwise have been liable, in bis absence, 
to, sutfer from the Persian cavalry, hastened his march northward 
and, in. the length of way from >Qaria to, the borders of iEolia, he 
maintained an exa.ctiiess of discipline that, gained him' the greater 

"credit with the*allies, as it was contrasted with the licentiousness, from 
which the .country had sutfered wdiile Thimbron commanded. '*
,  The circumstances of .^Eolia might feasonably have invited, the atten-- 
tion of the general, tho revenge had ilot instigated. According to that 
liberal policy, more than on^e already noticed as ordinary among the 
Persians, Pharnahazus had-appointed ^enisj a Greek of Dardanum, to 
be governor, or, according to Xenophon’s phrase, satrap, of that fine 

‘ country, so intetestingvi^ fiarli$st history,--as the kingdom of Priam, 
and the seat of the Trojan w ar.' Zenis died early, leaving a widow, 
Mania, also a Dardanian, This extraordirrary ŵ oman solicited' the 
succession to her late husband’s command; aî d' supported her solicita
tion with presents so agreeable to the satrapis fancy, arid proofs so preg-* 
Barit of her own talents and spirit, that she obtained her suit. Being 
accordingly vested with the government, she djd not disappoint, blit, 
on the contrary, far exceeded the satrap’s .expectation. - None o f his 
governors collected and remitted the revenue more regularly • none 
accompanied the remittance with presents more acceptable; none, when 
he made his progress through hi  ̂ satrapy, received him with such 
degant magnificence,, or entertained him so agreeably. These were a 

- wotnan’s merits, but she united with them manly virtues. In the fi e- 
' <|uency of disafifection and revolt, among the Persian provinces, ho d.,is-* 

turbance ha]ipened‘ under hei‘\government. . She not only held all in 
due obedience, but, raising a body of Grecian mercenaries, she reduced' 
the maritime towns .of Larissa, Hamaxitiis,' and Colome, which had 
hitherto resisted, the Persian dominion. Herself attended the sieges, 
viewing the operations from her chariot, and by praises and presents, 
judiciously bestowed,* she excited such' enuilation", that-her army 
acquired repute superior to any other body o f mercenaries-in AsW 

.■ ■ Pharpabazus requiring’ troops for suppressing the incursions o f the 
rebellions Mysians and Peisidians, she’afterided in person. In ebn- 
sequerice o f her able conduct and high reputation, he alv’ays .treated
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her with great resp'ect, and sometimes even desired her assistance i»  
-hiseouncii. ;

Mania was another Artemisia Cand the'weighty authority of Xeiio- 
phon,. for-the history; of the Dardanian-satrapess, not a little supports 
the account given by Herodotus of the Halicaniassian queen.' Bat,' tho 
Mania could govern, provinces' and conduct armies, yet, in the incou- 
ragement which the gross defects, both'of'Grecian ami Persian, goyern- 
inent, offered, for daring villainy, she'could not secure herself against, 
domestic treachery. . She had scarcely passed- her fortieth year, when 
she was murdered in her palace, -.by Meidias, .who had married her 
daughter. But a single murder would not answer the'execrable'villain’s 
purpose.' 'Her son, a .most promising yoUtffof seventeen, I’Saa cut off.. 
The assassin had then the impudence to. aslc, of the satrap,, the succes-- 
sion to the goverhmefit held by the deceased Mania,, supporting his.- 
solicitation by large presents. But’he seems-to have founded his hopes- 
on a knowlege, rather of the general temper and practice of tile Persian 
great, than of the particular character-of Pharnabazus; who, with a* 
generous-indignation, -refused his presents, arid declared he ivould not 
live unless he could revenge Mania.' -Meidias -prepareJdo support-liirri-' 
self by force or intriguê  as circuiristancestoiglit direct. He haef-seeured: 
Gei’gis. and_̂  Scepsis,- fortified •foiyiis in-which.'Mania’s treasures were- 
deposited: but the other towns of the province, with,o.he consent, refiis*

• ing to" acknovdege his authority, adhered'to Pharnahazus..
Dercyllidas .arrived,upon the'borders in this critical, conjuncture... 

The satrap was, unprepared ; the Lacedigmonian name .was'popular; and; 
the to wns'of Larissa, Hamaxitus, atid .CoIon£e, irii'one'day opened, their 
gates. A declaration w,as then circulated, that the purpose of Dercyl- 
lidas and the Lacedaemonian goVerrimeat was,-to give peî feet indepen
dency to the JEolian cities ; desiring only alliance defensive and offen
sive, with quarters for the army within their walls,. Whenever it might 
become requisite in that .service,, whose object was the common liberty 
ef all G recian people. The garrisons were mostly composed of G reeks 
attached, to.. Mania,, but indifferent to' the interest, of Pharnabazus
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The towns of Neandru^-Ilium, and Cocjlus, acceded-to tlie Spartan 
general’s invitation. Hope of large reward-for his fidelity induced the 
governor of Cebren to adhfere to the; satrap; bilt, upon the. appoacli of 
the araiy, the people soon cornpelled hiaa to suficndciy • ' - ‘

Dercyllidas- then marched toward Scepsis.- The Caasassul Meid’ixrSj s. 17. 
fearfid, at the same timCi of the Spartan general:,;tire-Persian satrap, 
and the Seepsian citizens, conceived his bes.t hope- to lie in accomuioda- 
tion with the former. ’ He.proposed a conference, to which-DeVc^dlidas 
consented ; and! ten pryicipal men,-of drffereht cities; beriig' sent to 
him as hostages, he went to ' the Jjfrefcian cdmpi' Desiring to know 
upon what conditions he might'he admif ted. to friejrdshlp ĵand- alUanCe, 
Dercyllidas answered,, upofn condition o-f allowing hl^cdbm and indepen-- 

.dency to the towns in -fvhiolr, he HadEgmaisoAs, - /But the march to 
Scepsis was not interrupted. '..Dercyllidas entered! the town unopposed, 
ordered the garrison to quit the citadel, and.thefrasseipbliiig'thc pOople, 
directed them to'asAime the'gQvemm'enf, 'as became; Cf^Chs and free--- 
men-.' He then prdceeded to Gergis, takrug-’Meidp^ Intel
ligence of his liberality to the [Scepsians had pteparedrhis reception, a,ndi 
Meiclias acqurescech, ‘Acquitting- himself tire A  to that ihisCreant, by 
restoring all., his pr-iyatedproperty, -with Mberal allovyanCe for all his 
claims; he seized the wealth of Alania, ds no\w beionging-Ao the satrap, 
the common'enemyt and it was-hia boast, a grateful boast to thearmy, 
that he:had -inriched the military- chest with a twelvemonth’s p?iy for 
eiffht thousand menv . - . „ *'•

Having thus, according to Xenophon^s expressibnj; im eight days, c. s. s. U 
takenrnine cities ^that is,,, haying recoveredfrbm the Persian dominion 
nine towns, accustomed eaeh'to its separate atid independent goveyn- 
ment, except as it might be occasionally compelled to obey the cona- 
mands of a master); kbecam e the consideration of Dercyllidas, how to 
preserve thek territories against the" ravages o f the -Persian: cavalry, 
without .̂bui’thenihg the people by quartering , hid anmy. among .them.

’ uripi'iTroiHo,—Qtia,,post inortem Maniae pfse- differs here from tioth,;is far frOiii o’ompen- 
sicliarii Grasci non admOduin erga eqS (cives - sating,, in-his Xenophon as in his, Tbucy- 
nrbium̂ jrsediet.) reett segesserant. -I tOTe dides, for e-xtremfe ,»ielegarice, by a»general 
HO.'scruple in giving the very different inter-, exactness of litteral trianslation.' 
pretatibn: ia the tejst, Siaith,,whose version- ;
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Against-tbeir walls, he little feared the elfort.s of Persian arms. He M'as 
more apprehensive of the licentiousness, difficult to.controll, of aa-ej>u'b-̂  
lic.an army in quarters, aild»of con%laints at Eacedsemon, like those 
v/hich had driven his predecessor into exile. He sgnt proposals of truce 
therefore- to Pharn'abazus. ,Tlrs.t generous satrap, unassisted front the 
•capital; of the empire, and deserted and betrayed bj; the great neigh
boring officer, -whose more peculiar duty it was to afffird him assistance, 
readily accepted them. ■ Xenophon indeed ,'says, > that he was littledis- 
turbed with the loss of iEolia ; esteeming that province, under Lacedre- 
monian protection, while, he had hhnself peace witii Eacedemon, rather, 
a useful barrier against other enepaies. What is meant by this we can 
only collect from, what follows. The Bithynians,tho, as tributary 
subjects of the. empire, he had assisteĉ  them against the Cyreian army, 
were always licentious, sometimes perhaps rebellious, and they fre
quently carried hostile depredation among, the more peaceful and set
tled inhabitants of his, satrapy, Ânjorig these people Hercyllidas I'esolved 
To take his winter, quarters, .as in a hostile- territory, "and Pharnabazus 
expressed no dissatisfaction., ' ’ '

That-country must be naturally very,productive, in which, under the 
.management of such a people as those Bithynians, who have been on a 
former occasion.described, an army, powerful enough to overbear oppo
sition, _coUld supply itself by plunder through the winter, plentifully, 
and without risk. That the army of Dercyllidas did so, we are assured 

-by Xenophon, who seems to have subsisted from .that.plunder, much to . 
his own satisfaction. Such, successful freebooting:allured .a body« o f' 
Odrysians, subjec,ts of Seuthes,- from European,Thp̂ Ce. -Two hundred 
horse and .three hundred targeteeis’ came as allies of Lac.edmmo'n'to , 
reinforce Dercyllidas. They took their station betweeti two ̂ and .three' 
miles from the Grecian army, , and throwing-, up a slight fortification, 
requested a Grecian guard for it,, to;inable them.to jnarode in greater 
forpe. Dercyllidas allowing them two hundred heavy.-armeci, they ex-- 
erted themselves.in depredation with such skilful diligence; that shortly

, ® Error, .may perhaps reasonaUy. be shs-, especially if,we compare, it with what the
pected in these numbers. -They seem tpo Cyreians. suffered ,iu tte same country, 
scanty for What we shall find was effected; , - ' • '

thdr

    
 



Sect. I.- W INT'EE■ OPERATIONS;IN B IT IiY N  ■ U i '

their’ camp AVas filled with ,booty, a large portion of w'hich consisted of 
prisoners,-whom they proposed to sell for slaves.. ' - .

The Bithynians, uiiable or fearful to. resist these prmiclerers,-w$re 
however attentive to-their motions p and, having observed the smallness 
of their camp, and learnt the Tmount. o( its .guard, resolved to take 
opportunity of their absence for attacking it.' Assembling accordingly 
in great numbers, horse arid foot, and wateliing the march of thp Odry- 
sians to a* sufficient distance, they made their assault.. Their missile 
rveapons so reached every part of the^mall inclosure, that the Greeks 
were unable to withstand them. Fifteeii only Made their, way,-through 

. the irregular assailan't.s, and reached their own camp; the rest were-
■ killed. The’ Bithynians then broke iato the, Odrysian camp, recovered -
their prisoners and effects; killed all the t'entkeeperi f  and retired so 
rapidly, that tjre Greek 'army, marching as soon as intelligence of-the 
assault reached them, found nothing but naked corpses. ‘ '

The funeral ceremony of their dead occupied the Qdrysiahs on their 
retium. It was graced with games, as among the Greeks of Homer’s 
age; but the favorite game of the Odrysiairs, less known to the father 
of poetry, \vas the simple horserace.'' Large quantities of-wine were 
also drunk ovCr the graves ; a practice spred/perhaps among the descend-

■ ants of Odrysians, over the distant iland of Britain, and preserved, to 
this day; equally among the bleak mountains of Scotland, farthest north, 
and on the soft hill's of Wight, severed by the tide from the southern coast.
Providing then for the future, security of their camp, by pitching i t , 
close to the- Grecian, the Odrysians no longer Contented themselves, 
with plunder, but carried revenge by fire and sword extensively throUgk 
Bithynia. . ' ‘ ‘
, In spring PercyllidaS led the array to Lampsacus. He had carried B. C; 59 J*. 

-eommand in a raanner sd superior to his predecessor, that, instead of «' 
complaint, report so -fayorable had been transmitted to Lacedtemon, 
that, against the general'rule, he was continued a second year in his 
situation. In Lampsacus he found commissioners sent-to notify that

■ honor to him, and to communicate the cdmmeiidations of the epliors

to
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to the army; particularly for its regular and inoffensive corHluct among 
the allied cities.'. They carhe also authorized to inspect the-stateTodi 
of the army and of the allies. . Defcyliidas gladjy forwarded them, to- 
witness the; peace and prosperity which iEolis .and Ionia injoyed under 
his superintendebey,- and to hear the grateful testimonies o f a 'happy 
jjfcrple to his ability, probity, and diligence. * . '

Since he had been in Asia, IDercyllidas haff fought no great battle, 
nor taken any town by assault*; but,' in an arrny which, tinder his 'pre-' 

.decessor, had been so lawless as. to he, a terror, more yo friends than 
enenaiesp he had resto-red,exact disci|3dine,-and yet. was the'favorite of 
that army." With that' army then be had awed the two great' satraps, 
each commanding a province eqi^l to a powerful kingdom, and both 
togethei’ acting under the mightiest empire in the world ;' so that, after 
having given independency and security to the long line o f Ionian and 
Aiolian colonies, he could, direct his views .another vvay for the benefit 
of the Grecian name. ■ - • - -
‘ . The Thracian .Ghersonese, dnee tire principality o f-tlir renowned 
Miltiades, lately, in large proportion the. property of another great and 
singular character, Alcibiades, and by its fertility, its- niany hafbotxrs, 
and its advantageous situatiem for trade, always a great, object for in
dustrious adyentuj-ers from Greece, was however always'subject: to 
dreadful incursions From the wild horda^of Thracians^-wliD made it their 
glo-ry to live by rapine-Alcibiades,, maintaining a military force fipr 
the defence of his property, and extending the advantage of its pro-, 
tection to the Grecian settlers generally, seems to have held a degree 

'o f dominion among them. Perhaps Giearchus, forbidden, as we have 
seen, by the Lacedsemonian^administration, but inablep, by the, bounty 
of Cyrms, to become their next protector  ̂ aspired to similar dominion. 
Eefore, the return of-the Cyreian .army, however,'the Lacedemonian 
administration had so far directed their attention to the„ChersQnese, as 
to have sent a governor thithe-x'. With theiî  usual title of harmpstp but, 
.either he had.been withdrawn, or the for’ce, intrusted to him, or his' 
ability to use it, were deficient; for the Thracian inroads were renewed,' 
and so successfully, that the Chersonesitesj in a petition to Lacedssmqn 
fof protection^ declared that, i f  it was not granted, they musi abandon

4 • 's’ -̂ jjg
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4he coantry. .Dercyllidas, informed of tliR, -before orRei’S idfJuld come 
to himself from Racedaimoa^ or arrother could be sent with the com- 
mission, resolved to execute the ser-vice. He sent to- Pharnabazus a 
■ proposal for prolonging the existing truce, M'hich wasinimediately ac
cepted; and, having thus provided for the tranq^uility Of Asia, he trans
ported his'army to -the Euro}5ean shore. . Imihediately he .visited the; 
Thracian prince Seuthes, by whom he was very’ hospitably ;ent0ftained ; 
and having., arranged, apparently to his“satisfactiony -those matters;in 
•which his'Commonwealth and that prince had a comnion concern,’ he 
marched to the Chersonese. Thei'e he employed, his army, not in plun
der and-.destruction, .hut in raising a rampart across-the-isthmus, to 
secure the .peace of the rich country and industrious people withinl 
The isthmus is only four miles over; the peninsula-contained eTevca 
considerable towns, many harbours, -a large extent of rich land imdht 
warious 'Cultivation, arable, vineyard, fruit-plantations, spacious ■ pas
tures adapted t o . evmry kind of cattle, and still Considerable tract3S 
which might be allotted to new .colohists. The possessors of this valu
able territory were unequal to its defence ; because, for its cnltivatibnj 

..they used principfaily the industry of slaves, whohi they dared not frust 
with arms. The work of Dercylhdas inabled them to become iheir o'wii 
protectors. Begun in spring, it was completed befbre autumn^,'a.pd 
the army was reconveyed into Asia. Dercyllidas then made-a progress 
through the Asiatic citi.es,, to inspect the state o f things, and had the 
satisfaction to- find everywhere peace,-prosperity, and general content.' f  

A  single'exception Avill deserve, noti.ce, as it tends to illustrRe the 
political circumstanees of the country, and'manners resulting front 
them. With governments so imperfect, and tevritofies so narrow '̂ as 
those of the Grecian republics, so, liable to intestine comraotion, sd 
open to forein attack, peace; and civil order could be secure, only under 
the strong controul of a supeilntendi-ng power, lodged, fortunately fbn 
a time, in honest and able hands; Thus the condition of the Asia,n 
Greeks, in th'e.confession of that Ronest eulogist of democracy, Hefq-^

' dotus,' was iifiproved by their reduction'under the Persian empirê  aftei*'
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their rebellion against the first Darius. In the want of such a super* 
intending power, faction had now expelled a , number-of Chians from 
their Hand. Men driven from their homes and possessions to vagrancy, 
beggary, and starving, sometimes in numbers amounting; almost to 
half the free population o f a re|>ublic,, would he likely to r^ort to vio~ 
lent expedients. The first thing to look out for was subsistence; and 
while necessity drove, allurement sometimes kivited, to maroding, as~ 
a profession, ^he Chian exiles seized AtarneuSi a strong post on the 
continent, pveragainst their iland; and the produce of the rich Ionian, 
fields, cultivated unarmed ŝ laves for'nnwarlike masters, became in 
large proportion theirs. When Dercyllidas came to the protection o f  
the lonians, the Chian exiles had collected provisions for eight months. 
He formed the blockade of their hold, toô  strong for the art o f  attack, 
o f that age, -to reduce by any pther mode of siege. While their provi
sions served, they resisted; and then, by their submission, the tran
quility o f  Ionia and iEolia became complete. ' ,

But, while the cities of those provinces, prospering and happy, and 
administering each its own affairs, under the able and benign superin
tendency of Dercyllidas, injoyed at least the present blessings o f free
dom, those of Caria had to complain, that their interests had been 
neglected, that they had been disappointed even of a promised relief, 
and that the treaty, concluded with Tissaphernes, was,an express com
pact for their continuance in subjection to a forein dominion. The sea 
being open to them, they could communicate with Lacedsemon, and 
they sent to request, that their situation might not be overlooked, by 
the vindicators of the liberties Pf Greeces I f  the Lacedgemanian arms, 
were carried into Caria^ they said, Tissaphernes, to save his own large, 
property there, would readily grant the independency,, so necessary tn 
their happiness, and so desirable for the glory of the Grecian, and espe
cially o f the Lacedaemonian name. The ephors seem too lightly to 
have yielded to their arguments, without communication with their 
able commander, or with any others duly acquainted with the circum. 
stances o f  Asia. They sent orders, for war to be carried into Caria j 
for the army under Dercyllidas to march thither ; and for the fleet, 
then commanded by Fharax, to cooperate with it. ■

4 . The
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. The first effect o f these .ill-concerted measures appears to have been 
to produce, or, at least td hasten, a union be'trreen the two satraps, 
Tissaphernes and Pharnabazus; whose long Variance had, in no siiiall 
■ degree, contributed to those -great successes) which the Greeks, with 
a  force otherwise Inadequate to a contention with the Persian empird, 
had been inahled to obtain, Pharnabazus,, unsupported by the court 
o f Susa, and basely-deserted, or worse: than deserted, by Tissaphernes, 
his immediate superior in command, had acquiesced under the loss of 
diolia. But, as soon as the-threatened attack of Caria afforded a pro-- 
habiiity that Tissaphernes would be disposed tO change his conduct, 
pharnabazus went to wait upon him, and declared his readiness to 
cooperate zealously in measures for* driving the Greeks out of Asiai 
This prpposal, to which the jealousy and-pusillanimity o f TissapherneZ 
otherwise would, scarcely have listened, was made acceptable by the 
indiscreet violence of the Spartan government. The two satraps went 
togethec into'Caria, and, having arranged matters .for the defence o f 
that country, returned to take the command of an army Which threat
ened Ionia with destructiont . - ' . ' .

Dercyllidas was already marching for Caria, when information 
reached him, that all his hitherto-successl^ul lahorS) for the welfare of 
the colonies, were upon the point o f .being rendeied utterly vain. He 
consulted Pharax, and they ventured together to disobey their ill-judged 
instructions. Returning hastily northward, Dercyllidas met intelli
gence that the satraps had already entered the Ephesian territory.' He 
was pushing his march through the rich vale of the Meander, in whose 
luxuriant sbil the growth of corn, commonly exceeds a man’s .heighti 
when' some o f his advanced guard, mounting pn some tombs b y the 
road-side ffor the road-side was the place of burial among Greeks as 
well as Romans) discovered the Pei’sian army in order of battle, . Imi 

' mediately he gave.orders for forming j hut, while he attended the saerb 
fice, which the LacedEBraonians held indispensable before action, num  ̂
hers of his Asian Greeks left their armsdn. the corn, aiid fled; and it 
became evident that his dependence must be upoii his smalfforce o f 
European troops alone. , . * *

In these most alarming circumstances, the interested pusillanimity
- H H a ■ ■ . ' ’■ o f
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of Tissapliernes relieved him. Pharnabazus .was desirous of iugaglng 
but Tissaphernes, already more tbarrhal-f satisfied, since his; property 
in Caria was no longer in immediate danger, would first try the effect 
of a conference. A herald was accordingly sent to the Grecian general; 
■Percyllidas, anxious to prevent observation of the ̂ state of his army,- 
advanced with a chosen escort. Such- then being fhe eireufnstances, 
that both,parties were desirous to avoida battlê  it yCas presently agreed; 
that the Gireefc army should march to Eeucophrya, t̂he Persian to 
Tralles, and that a place should he appointed where the generals should 
next day meet. The conference being held accordingly, Dercyllidas . 
insisted on the simple proposition, ‘ that all Greciati eities should be 
‘ independent.-’ To this the satraps consented,'with the conditions,- 
‘ that the Grecian army should quit the. king’s territory,’ ' (by which; 
seems to have, been meant -Asia, including the • Grecian ‘coloniea,) ■- ‘ and ’ 
‘ that, the, .LacedEemonian governors-should quit tbc Greeiain towns.’ 
Upon these terms a truce'was‘ concluded, to .hold<till the pleasure of 
the king and of the Lacedtemoniarngo-vernment could'be known;

This M'as the first treaty, reported on any autbentiC-or even probable 
testimony, by which,, since the early times of the dA'̂ .'an'-monarchŷ - it s 
was provided.tbat tlie Â ian Greeks should be'̂ completely emaneipated 
from forein dominion.. A lf the lbma;n..aiid'iEolran.;-cities,, if'appears, 
had the immediate, injoyment-'of‘independency in peaGe.*' The GariaUi 
seem, to have waited the confirmation of the treaty ;by the king of'Persian 
and the Lacedsenionian government. . But it"was, a-quiet rey’Olation'; 
no great battle gaveit splendornoneof those striking events attefided,, 
■which inviteAhe attention of the writer, in prOportion-aS'they-are fitted ; 
to impress the fancy of the . reader. It fOrms nevertheieSs a memorable 
and interesting era' in Grecian filstory y and> the fame of Dercyllidasj 
less brilliant,. but. far purer,, than , that.,of . most ofAhe gr.eat meri o f; 
Greece, tho being recortled, by tbe:pen of Xenophon; it is indeed secured ; 
against perishing,, yet deserves to have’ been more generally .and' niOrs 
pointedly, noticed, than-we (find'it, by writers-yvhose; theme has been ,. 
Grecian history, or panegyric.of the. Grecian ebameter .

• XSfoTifoj/■ tifa.ha.: ('oi i
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We have from Diodorus , an account, which may deserve notice, o f  Died. ]. 14; . 
the manner in which the. affairs o f Lacedsemon were admimstered, ia 39- 
its colony o f the Trachinian Heracleia. It w'as when Percyllidas 'was - 
sent to command in Asia, that the superintendency of Heracleia was 
eommitled to Herippidaa. , The colony had Teen,. in the usual way of 
Grecian cities; distracted by factidn. HerippidaS summoned a general • 
assembly, in which persons of all paj’ties met; apparently in some c o n  
fidence, that the, representative, of' the'presiding; commonwealth o f 
Greece would administer justice in mercy to all. P u t he took a more 
summary method, for restoring quiet,, than could easily consist with 
justice. Surrounding the place of meeting wjtK an armed force, he 
seized five hundred of those supposed adverse to file LaGedmmonian 
interest, or to the interest of that party in Lacedremon with which he 
•was connected, and they-were, all put to death. ■ We shall give'credit 
to report from  ̂Diodorus, always-dh proportion td its coirsonauce with ’ 
the accounts o f  writers af best judgement,, cotemporary, or most nearly 
so, with the transactions 5 and his account" here is but too murch in -  
consonance with all that we learn on best authority. After this military 
execution, upon- an uuresisting people, Ilerippidas marched against the 
rude inhabitants of the neighboring bighlmidS ofCEta, who had rebelled ‘ 
against-the. Tacedremonian sovereinty. He was so successful’ as to " 
compel the,,-whole free population to emigrate. .̂- They withdrew first 
into-Thessaly, but afterward fenVoved into EGeotictin vited F y eircumi  ̂
stancesmot specified'to us, yet among which may be reckoned "a dispose 
sition,. in: the; leading party there, adverse tO: Laced;smon,~-and _tho " 
purpose of-acquiring>.streng,th-to. resist Lacedsemoni . • ' ,

wfaTTd»r£!<x|ioAoyot.-̂ Plufc. vit. Artax.p.l&fiT. ' of Dercyllidas;; tod eflodemhistonans seerri'-: 
t/3. Plutarch had either forg,oUe-a -what h® to have neglected the ink»',nied and able co- 
hadred.in Xenophon,' of', with his'usual de--• temporary, who was a. witness tp the fact,. 
fciency of judgement in military and ppliti- to •follow ths :?peculatof' of sonte cetounes ■ 
Pahaffairs,yery niueh misestimated ffie merit after, . -
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War of Laced(Bmon and Elis. Death, o f Agis, KingofLacedatmon, 
■ ,and Succession o f Agtsildus. .Sedition in Lacedcdnion.

Form ekly  the.institutions of*Lycurgiis Pad sufficed to inforce, very 
igenerally among the LacedEemonians, that'modesty in Gonimand, which, 
.united with dignity o f manner, contempt o f  wealth, and superiarity' ia 
;military and political knowlege, induced the Grecian republics,consGious 
-of the necessity, for general quiet, o f admitting some superintending 
-power, to yield a willing obedience to them. But in the long and wide 
xourse o f the Peloponnesian war, communication noth strangers, un
avoidably much greater-than, the institutions o f LyCurgus would approve, 
togetherwith the necessity o f raising and employing a publicrevenue, faY- 
greater than ever entered into the legislator’s contemplation, had altered 
ând corrupted Spartan mannersf so that, when the war was. at length 

• concluded, so happily in their favor, they were no longer capable o f bear
ing their high fortune. ; We have seen, in the account o f Xenophon, 
their friend and panegyrist, what plenitude. o f power their olBcers, in 
transmarine commands, assumed, and with what haughty tyranny they 
.exercised it. Unquestionably it must have been far oth^ condnct that

©h 8. .s. 4.. f
of thiUiist! established that reputation of Xacedremon, which had led united Greece 

to refuse obedience to any but a Eacedsemonian comrnander, even in 
naval war against the Persians, when Laoedfemon contributed so very 

Gh.18.'s.5tt- small a proportion to the national fleet ; which led the rich Sicilian 
8.ofthisHxst. cities to nnion under a Lacedfemonian general; bringing no force with 

him but the splendor of the Lacedemonian name; which, at the Olym
pian and other national meetings, made, as Isocrates says, every Lace- 
dsemonian more an object o f general curiosity and admiration than the 
victors in-the ganfes; which in short established, through the. Greek 
nation, a respect for the Lacedremonian character, such as never per
haps was paid to that o f any. other peoplL ,

,Of the.'circurnstances which, so soon after the conclusion of-the
Peloponnesian

Jsocr. Ar- 
.chid. p.,76. 
.t. 2.
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Felopormesiau war, introduced discord again among the Grecian cities, 
and: excited opposition to Lacedffimon where it mig-ht least have beeii 
expected, our- information is very defective: From the following 
occurrences only we gather, in some'degree, the cause of that disgust 
and alienation, which we have already seen manifested in the conduct cj,, 21, s. s. 
of Thebes and Corinth. Thebes claimed sovereinty. over the other 
towns o f Boeotia.  ̂ Laced^mon favored the claim of those towns to bq 
independent o f Thebes, with the purpose of holding them in depen
dence upon herself. Perhaps some haughty and ungracious interfe* 
icnce o f Lacedsemou; raising extensive dissatisfaction in Thebes, had • 
afforded that advantage to the democratical leaders, which inahled- 
diem to gain the ascendant over the aristocratical party, alivays in some 
degree the Tacedsemonian party, so long, the ruling party in that city.'
The success o f  the dem oeratical partydn Thebes Would of cCurse raise 
hope and energy, in that o f Corinth,, which always held friendly com< 
munication with Argos. It'seemS to have been with the support-of 
Argos and Thebes, that democracy gainedaseendancy in Corinth; so 
that” the two cities,, which were the principal allies of LacedteniQn 
througiiout^ the Peloponnesian war> became alienated,- almost immedi-*-̂  
ately after its oonciusiom-

But Lacedaemon itself was distracted by faction, and its administra
tion' consequently unsteddy; for-so much is, clearly indicated by the 
circumstances which led to the restoration of the Athenian democracy ; 
and hence, while among the Asiatic cities, as. 5tenophon says, every 
one ,obeyed whatever any Laecdsemonian' commanded, the cities ‘of 
Greece more readily ventured resistance to the most formal orders of 
the Lacedaemonian government. It does not-appear that any measures 
were immediately -taken, in resentment, either for the protection affotded 
by Thebes to Athenian fugitives, of the party most inimical fo Lacedae
mon, orfor the refusal of both Thebes and Corinth to obey requisitions, 
which the treaty o f confederacy authorize,d.- A  nearer interest, or one 
which more affected the feelings of the Lacedaemonian people, drew 
their attention. - --

In that'system, i f  it may be so called, by which the various members 
of the Greek nation: were in fome degree held together, we had a strange

mixture:
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mixture'of undefined, and sometimes repugnant claims, more or less 
generally admitted. While.the Lacedjsmorrians presided, with aulbo'- 
rity far too little defined. Over the ;poIitical and military-affairs of 
Greece, the Eleians asserted a prescriptivefig'hti-to a kind of religious 

.-supremacy, also too little defined;-universally allowed nev'ertheless, in 
• a certain degree, but, .like the Lacectemoniaiq supi’emacy, hot always 
to the extent to .which the .claimants pretended. In the schism of 
‘Peloponnesus, which occurred during the "Peloponnesian rvar, we- 
have seen the imperial state of .Eaced^niorr Sutnmonerl to the Eleiaii 
tribunal, as o.ne of -onr coiporations. might -he, summoned to pur 
courts at Westminster, a fine imposed, its citizens Interdicted the com
mon games and sacrifices of the nation, pn opprobrious punishment 
publicly inflicted upon an.aged and respectable Spartan, who, but by 
implication, offended against then- Pecrees.; and, finally, these mea
sures supported by avowed hostilities, and alliance with the enemies of- 
.Sparta. The . necessity of the times induced the Lacedasmonians to 
make peace, with these-affronts uhrevenged ; but. their smothered re
sentment had been revived and increased by \yhat they esteemed a ne\y: 
indignity. .Before the conclusion of the Peloponnesian war,-Agis king 
of Lacedsemon being sent, in pursuance of a supposed prophetical direcs 
tiog, to perform a sacrifice to Jupiter at Olympia, the Eleians had .for- 
ibidden the.ceremony ; affirming that, according to antient law, nooracle 
should be consulted for success in wars between Greeks and 
and they would allow jio prayer for victory in such a war. There is a 
'beneficence, a liberal and extended patriotism .in this idea, so consonant, 
to the spirit with 'which Iphitus is said to have founded the Olympian 
festival, and so opposite to the tenets afterward generally prevailing in 
"O reece,. that tliey seem to mark the law for antient and genuine. The 
Lacedasmonians however were not the less offended with the Eleianŝ - 
for bringing forward, upon such an occasion, what, ,if those ntaxims 
only were considered, which prevailed through succeeding ages, it 
must be confessed would carry much the .appearance of a' complete 
-novelty. W  ̂ ‘ *

The judgement passed against the Eacedsemonians and the fine im
posed, the interdiction of the games, the punisfinient of Leichas, ,the

confederacy
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confederacy with Athens and Argos, the. hostilities insuing, and, finally 
the refusal o f permission for sacrifice .atOlynipia, are stated by the 
cotemporary historian as the motives Avhich disposed the Lacedeemo- 
nians to war. We gather from him however that others existed; the 
democratical party at this time governed Elis, and Elis held many, 
towns of Eleia in subjection. The Lacedsemonians did not absolutely 
require oligarchy in every state of Greece; for they had lately per
mitted the restoration of democracy in Athens;:and even their own.' 
government had a mixture of democracy : but they always beheld, 
with peculiar jealousy, dominion exercised by a democratical common
wealth. Urged then at the same time by resentment for past insults, 
and consideration of a present political ipteresf, the ephors assembling 
the people, i t ‘ was decreed ‘ That the Eleians should be chastened,’ B.C. $9 6 .*̂ 
or, as the historian’s word may be explained, ‘ should be compelled to 
I a conduct better regulated by prudence and modesty^.’

In pursuance of this resolution, ministers were sent to Elis with a 
declaration ‘ That the Lacedsemonians deemed'it just and proper that 
* the towns, held in subjection by the Eleians, be restored to inde- 
‘ pendency.’ The Eleians, alledging the right o f conquest, refused 
to resign their sovereinty; and upon this the ephors ordered the king,
Agis, to march into their country. The usual ravage of Grecian 
armies was already begun, when, an earthquake, imagined a divine 
admonition, alarming the aged prince and his superstitiou's people, 
they retired out of Eleia, and the troOps w;ere dismissed to their several 
homes.

Whether as. marking the favor o f the gods or the weakness of their 
enemies, this conduct greatly incouraged the Eleians.. In either view 
it improved the hope of gaining to their c^use many Grecian states,

*' KUTouf.
* Diodorus ascribes the beginning 6f the 

Eleian war,to the third year of the ninety- 
fourth Olympiad, B. C, 401. Dodwell,places 
it in the fourth. But it appears to me’that 
Dodwell is thus inconsistent with Xenophon, 
and even wdth himself. For the Eleian war 
was concluded early in the third.year after

Vo L. III.

its cdftitaencement. The death of Agis fol
lowed ip the same summer; and it does not 
■ appear, nor does Dodwell say, that there 
was any considerable interval before the de
termination in favor of Agesilaus, of whose 
succession h6 Says, Hoc ce'rte hujas Olym- 
piadisxcv anno 4; that is, after midsummer, 
B. C. SffT.

IE  ■ ’ known
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known to be disaffected toward Lacedsemon. fiut if  the Lacedasraonian 
sovereinty was tyrannical, theirs apparently was not less so; and while 
they 'ŵ ern cherishing the hope of forein assjJtancejL they did not take 
wiser precautions than other Grecian states, for seeuring the attachment 
of their subjects. In the next spring, Agis again entered Eleia with an 
army; to which all the allies contributed, Except Corinth ahd fioeotia. 
Immediately Lepreum revolted to him; Macistus and Epitalium quickly 
followed the example; and these were imitated, as he advanced into the 
country, by Leprine, Amphidolia, and Marganese. .., In this defection 
o f  their*towns, the Eleians were utterly unable to face the Xaced®rno- 
nian army in the field. Agis pioceeded, unopposed, to Olympia, 
and sacrificed, now unforbidderi, on the'altar o f Jupiter. The territo
ries o f the revolting towns* of course had been spared; but rapine 
and devastation marked the way from Olyfnpiato Elis, whither the' 
king next directed his march. Nor did, the country suffer only from 
the conquering army. The opportunity o f freebooting invited the 
neighboring Arcadians and Achaians; and slaves and cattle and corn 
were carried off to such an amount, that all the markets , of Felo- 
ponnesus were glutted with Eleian plunder. It was supposed that Agis 
Would not, rather than that he could not, take Elis itself, which was 
unfortified. * After-destroying many fair buildings o f the outskirts; he 
proceeded to CyllehH, the principal seaport o f  the Eleians, and ravage 
was extended from the-mountains to the sea. .

Occasion has already frequently occurred to remark, that Scarcely 
any miffortUne could befall a^Grecian state, which would not bring 
advantage, or at least the hope of advantage,. to some considerable 
portion, o f its subjects. -The aristocratical party in Elis, oppressed by 
the demagogue Thrasydaeus, looked to the present sufferings o f tlieir 
country as the means o f relief; but wdth no better- consideration of 
any political or moral principle  ̂ than might have guided.the wildest 

1 savages, or the most profligate amoi^ the low'est populaceJn civilized 
nations. They proposed to assassinate Thrasydasus, with a few of his 
confidential friends; and then, |n thefname o f the commonwealth, to 
open a negotiation with Lacedmmpn. The people, they |;rusted, deprived 
of their leader, and dreading the arms o f  the Lacedasmonians, would

. acquiesce;
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acquiesce; and thus the principal power in the state would of Course 
come into their hands,. The plot failed through a mistake, by which 
another was murdered foh Thrasyd^us, The people, however,.for some 
time, thought their favorite dead, ahd rested in silent dejection ;* hnt, 
while the conspirators were arming, and stationing their party, the 
demagogue awoke, Where drunken ness, and supervening sleep had, over
night, checked his way. The people imtnediately flocked about him ; 
a battle followed, and the conspirators, overpowered, fled to the Lacc;- 
dsemonian camp. . ,
, The conduct o f the W'-ar was such as we have so often seen in Greece.
When plunder no longer remained to employ the LaeedromOnian army 
profitably, Agis 'marched home, leaving, only a garrison in Epitalium X?n. Hel., - 
on the Alpheius, where he established the Eleian fugitives. Hence 
rapine was occasionally prosecuted through the autumn and winter.- 
Elis could not, like Athens,. support itself under the continual ravage 
o f its territory. In spring therefore Thrasydffius opened a negotiation g. C. 3 9 7 . 
with LacedsemoUj^and at once offered the independency of all the towns,01- 55*3, 
oyer which the Eleians. claimed sovereinty by right of conquest; pro
posing only to keep Epeium, who.se territory they had purchased from s. 22. 
the inhabitants, for thirty talents, fairly paid. The Lacedasmonkns 
however, considering, or affecting to consider, the purcfikse as forced, 
required that Epeium should be free like the rest. The disposition thus 
apparent in the.L^cedajmonians to depress Elis, incouraged the villagers 
of the Pisan territory to assert their claim; t9  the superintendancy of the 
Olympian temple, violently taken from their ancestors, as they contended, 
by the Eleians, when their city was destroyed. But, whatever might have 
been tile antient right, the Lacedmmpnian administration,* thinking 
those uneducated pretenders unfit for an office o f much solemnity and 
dignity in the eyes of all Greece, would not interfere. Upon the'cou-' 
dition therefore that every town of Eleia should be, as a frCe republic, 
a separate member of the Lacedemonian confederacy, which was, in 
effect, to be subject to Lacedaemon, peace Was made; and Elis,,aCcord» 
ing to the decree "before the war, huipbled and̂  ctiastenpd, ,Was itself 
also restored to its place in that confederacy. -

Thejmputation of impiety, under which,, from the Eleians at leastj
‘  I i  a the

    
 



244

• Xen. Hel* 
1.3. C.3. s.l.

B. C. 397- 
Ol. 95. 4. 
After Mid
summer.

'H I S T O E Y O F G REECE . Chap. XXIV:
the Lacedemonians began-the war, perhaps urged them to " a more _ 
ostentatious display of respect for the.gods.at the end of it. Agis 
himself was deputed to offer, , at Delphi, the tenth u f the spoih In his 
return, he was taken ill.at Her^a, and he died spon after his arrival at 
Laced^mOn. In the magnificence of his funeral, the Lacedaemonians 
probably meant also to exhibit their own piety, as W'ell as to testify 
'their opinion of the deceased prince’s merit. They failed however in 
their estimate of the prevailing prejudices of the Grecian" people.. 
Honor to the. gods indeed, wa,s supposed to be best shown, and-religipu 
principally to consik, in porhpdus processions and e^peusive spectacles; 
but general cŷ )inion condemned the splendor of .the funeral of Agis, as 
greater than could become the most illustrious moftah

Xen. Hel. 
1.3. C.3. S.2.
Plut'. vit. ' 
Ages. init.

Circuttistances occurring, since the Peloponnesian war, have not 
shown the Spartan constitution very well adapted to extensive empire; 
and those brought-forward, by the death o f AgiS, will not give any 
very favorable impression of its interior system. Agis left a reputed 
son, Lebtychides; whom however lie had bebn known to disown; and 
even his queen Timeea was reported to have declared, that her adulterous 
commerce with Alcibiades bad given birth to-the child. Against the 
claim of this dubious prince, AgeSi1aus,,half-brbthef of Agis, (the latter 
being son of Archidamus. by Lamprido, the fonner by Enpolia,) had the 
support of Lysander, the conqueror of Athens, who stood at the head of a 
powerful party, Agesilaus, many years younger than Agis, and yet in the 
.vigor of youth®, was lame.' The partizans a f Leotychides hence took 
occasion to urge, against his pretension, the authority o f an antient oracle, 
which admonished the Lacedbrnonians ‘ to beware of halting roj'^alty,’ 
This o.bjection to his friCnd,- Lysander answered by a different interpre
tation of the oracle. Such absurdity, he insisted, was not intended by, the 
god, as to admonish men to provide that a man should never be lame; 

•the purpose of the divine adnibnltioB w'as tO guard the succession in the 
posterity of Hercules ; and then only royalty would truly halt, when a 
man not of the royal line should ascend the throne.,. When we find a dis-

® W nm  jTi t?s Xeri. Agesil. init.

cussion.
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cussion of sucli importance tested' by the pen of Xenophon, and when 
we know that two at least of the persons interested, Agesilaus and Lyv 
Sander, were able and great men, we-should Impute perhaps to change ' 
o f  circumstances and manner's,'the difficulty we have to discoyer any 
dignity, almost any decency, or even common sense, in the proceedings. 
Leaving" them, therefore, for readers whom' curiosity may induce 
to consult the cotemporary historian, suffice it here to say, that, by 
the votes of the general assembly of the Lacedremonians, it was dê ^
cided that Agesilaus should reiarn. -

Athens, in the age of which we are treating, is nearly as well knownr 
to us as our own Country, two hundred years ago. The remaining 
works of historians, orators, lawyers, poets,, ap'd philosophers, give 
almost every Lnforniation we could wjsh. But about Lacedsipon we 
are much in the dark. The Lacedasinonians wrote ijo books,-published 
no speeches, discountenanced the vesidence of foreiners .among them, 
and made secrecy in matters' o f government a liiaxim, not only of 
their policy, but of their religion; We know the.'Lacedffimomans •- 
therefore almost only in forein command. W ith the prerogatives o f 
their kings, which were principally exercised in, forein command, w® 
are well acquainted; but of the pjoper authority of the ephors, of the 

-isenate, of the people, o f the lesser assembly, composed apparently o f ' 
the citizens, of Laced^mon only, o f the greater assembly, in Avhich all 
Laconians, by themselves or deputies, seem to have had voices, we 
learn little. Something o f the state of parties becomes occasipnally diŝ - 
covered, through its connection with forein politics. But internal 
transactions, gradual revoludonS in laws, manners  ̂ and polities, and 
those deviations from the System of Lycurgus, which length of time 
and great chang-es in the circumstances of the commonwealth had 
produced, conquests, forein connections, extensive; power, riiore 
extensive influence, the various communication o f the people, in 
command and in negotiation, in war and in peace, the avowed 
introduction of public wealth , for the maintenance of fleets and 
armies, the surreptitious, acquisitions, of individuals by the various- 
means which forein service afforded, and, what was not least in im*

, portance, the accumulation of property in the hands- of individual
' ' citizen ,̂.
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citizens; througli inheritance from females; o f all' these matters we 
have but very,obscure information. AU accounts of the system of 
Lycurgus indicate, that he allowed, no distinction of rank or privileges 
among his people, but from age or merit. But, in the course o f cen
turies, .a'very material distinction had arisen. The families jpeculiarly 
named Spartans, and distinguished,alad by the title o f PEEas’®, had 
ingrossed almost the whole power o f the comnionwealth. The rest 
of the people, included under the general name of Lacedasmonians, 
or the still more extensive appellation of Lacons or Laconians, in
cluding the Perioecians, were, never admitted. tS the higher offices, 
civil or military. So early as the age'of Xerxes, we find a great dis
tinction; for, in the army which fought under Pausanias, at the cele- 
bmted battle of Plataea, every Spartan was attended by seven Helots, 
every other Lacedtemonian by only one. Tire Spartans in. that army 
were, according to Herodotus, five thousand, and the Lacedaemonians 
only an equal number. But, never admitting any new associates to 
their order, as Spartan families became' extinct, their numbers lessened, 
and in Xenophon’s time were so reduced that, in Sparta itself, they 
were but a small part o f the population; or at least of the numbers 
occasionally assembled there. ' '

It is however evident, from , all accounts o f Lacedmihonian affairs, 
that, from the age of Lycurgus till toward the period tawHich.’we are 
now arrived, the distinction of ranks in Lacedgemon was less invidious 
than in any other Grecian state: the Avho'le body' of the people was 
better amalgamated; and the factions, known by several names, jyet 
marking nearly'the same distinctions, tbe.Vich and the.poor, the nobles- 
and the commons, -the Few and the Many, Which divided every other 
Grecian republic, afe thei-e little heard o f” . But it app^ats that even

. ' ‘ : the

Taiii'OftoW. Xen.Hel.l. 3. c; 3. s .S .

“ It by no means however follows that 
slaves', or those known of servile origin, were 
admitted, as Bartheleijti pretends, (c. 42. 
p. 103. vol. 4. ed. 8°.) to the first honors 
of the state. The attention with which Bar- 
thelemi lias studied the able writers of tlie

repiiblican-times, should liav® sufficed to 
make him distrust the assertion of so late 
aii atithor as JIHm, made , also'in not the 
cleare|t terms, that Callicratidas, Gylippus 
.and' Lysander were of neodamode families. 
It’very sufiiciently appears, jr'ow the cotem- 

. pqfary writers, that node such coul̂  in their̂
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the ephofSj a magistracy sard to have been originally establishe'd to 
watch and protect the rights o f the'people at large, -rvere always ap
pointed from among the .Spartans only. And it seems probable that, 
after the conclusioilof the Peloponnesian war, when, through the vast 
acquisition o f power made by Lacedaemon, new and great temptations 
offered for coveting high office, while at the same timfivthe services' 
of the body o f the peopje were* less necessary  ̂to those in authority, 
the Spartans, or peers, began to set a wider distinction between theni- 
selves and others, to assume authority -with less reserve, and exercise 
it'with less discretion. -

Agesiiaus had not been a year on the throne, wheh_the invidious 
distinctions, wdiich had been growing in the Lacedsemoniah state, and 
the impolitic conduct of those peculiarly called Spartans, gave rise to 
a plot for^a complete change of government, for the accomplishment 
of which, kings, ephors, and senate, were to' be assassinated. The 
leader, Cinadon, Avas a young man, already placed, by birth and talents, 
above the crowd, and indignant to be excluded', by arbitrary distinc
tions, from the possibility of still advancing himself. To in gage those 
of his own rank in his views, it Avas his practice to desire them to 
count the Spartans in the full agora. They would be, beside the,kings, 
tbe ephors, and the senate, perhaps  ̂forty, white the Lacedsfimottlaus 
ruled by these, and denied tbe means_ of admission to high office, were 
more than four thousand. He desired them then to a<Jvert to the state 
of the towns and villages of Laconia; and. in each they wouM find one

247

age, arrive'ai the high statiohs which they 
filled, Tho occasion*Ijas'occurred to mention 
the matter in a former note, (ch. 20. sect, 2._ 
note 3.) yet as Barthelemi’$ authority* is 
esteemed high, it may not be superfluous to 
add here some observations, Herodotus has 
commemorated the first strangers, known 
to have been admitted to the privileges' df 
Spartans; and it was pot forty years after, 
that Cleandridas, father of Gy lippus;: occn- 
pied the exalted offi.ce of regent. Gylippps 
himself was chosen for Vhe Sicilian com
mand, not more for his abilities, than for 
his rank. ' His known dignity of Spartan

blood, was the very-circumstance proposed 
to induce; the deference of the Sicilians to 
his authority; and, for Lysander, Barthelemi 
himself basin another place taken the ac- 

- count of Plutarch, who says he was]of a- 
Heracleid family, (Attach, v. 4. p. 285.) 
Barthelemi-is in general little carefukto dis
tinguish the-different practices of distant 

• ages, When the Grecian cities were in widely 
different circumstances and be quotes, with 
far too muph indifference, the highest _and 
the lowest authorities, Thucydides, Xenb- 
ph’oh, or 'Isocrates, and Hesychius,, Juliqa 

, Pollux, or Suidas, _ ■ -
mastei)
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master, and many friends : apparently meaning one Spartan magistrate, 
with many Laconians, like themselves, excluded from Spartan honors. 
All the Helots, all the newly-adiiiitted citizens, the lower people of 
the capital, and the people of the provincial towns universally, he pro
ceeded, would be of their party; for all these, it was known, whenever 
the subject occurred in conversation, were unable to conceal their de
testation of the Spartans, . ' '

This conspiracy being indicated by one of the associates, the ephors  ̂
were so doubtful of the disposition o f  the people o f  Sparta itself that 
they feared to apprehend Cinadon there: they feared to summon everi 
the lesser assembly. Consulting only )vHh some o f the senators, they 
sent Cinadon, on pretence of public service, with a small command, 
to the frontiers. There he was arrested, and the names of his principal 
accomplices being drawn from him, their persons were secured, before 
any •discovery was suspected. .Cinadon, being qiiestioned what v'̂ as 
his object in the plot, answered, ‘ _Not to be inferiop to others in Lace- 
‘ dremon.’ He was executed, together with his principal accortrplices, 
with torture and public ignominy. Sedition was thus daunted, and 
the Spartans, or peers, „retained the injoyment o f their exclusive pri
vileges. The means of Xenophon, through his intimacy with Agesilaus 
and many other Spartans of high rank, to obtain a knowlege of these 
circumstances, give an authenticity to his detail of them, , which, in' 
the scantiness, of Our information concerning the .interiof transactions . 
o f Sparta, make It highly valuable. ' *

S E C T I O N  I I I

Lacedeemonian go'vernment of subject ̂ allies. Insult from Thebes. War 
renewed zvith Pirsia. First eampain of Agesilaus in Asia. Prepara
tions fo r  the second eampain. Battle of the Pactolus. Death of 
Tissaphernes, Weakness o f the Persian government.

B. C. S97.' D om estic  disturbance was thus fortunately obviated, when very seri- 
Xenf̂ Hei. ous alarm arose from a forein quarter. A  Syracusan, named Herodas, 
1. 3-C.4. s.i. 1 _ arrived
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arrived at Lacedsemon from Pbenicia, with, intelligence of great'prepa* 
rations in tlie'ports. of that country. Many triremes were equipping,' 
many building, many arriving from other maritime provinces of the 
‘Persian-empire. Rumor went,that a fleet of three hundred Avas to be 
formed; where to be employed nobody knew; but, among orders ' 
coming from various great officers, some were from Tissapbernes : 
whence suspicion arose, that Greece, or some of the Grecian settle
ments, were in view., Herodas, whom mercantile business only had 
led to Phenicia, anxious to communicate intfelligence probably so im
portant to the common welfare of . thê  Greek, nation, had taken his 
departure in the first ship.

This communication made much impression at Lacedtemon. No ' 
assurance had been received, that the treaty, concluded with Tissa- 
phernes.by Dercyllidas, had been ratified by the king, or would be r^i- 
hed. Indeed it could not be supposed Very acceptable to him or to his 
council; and the satrap’s faithlessness had been abundantly experienced.. 
There was therefore ample reason to apprehend, that the Greek nation, 
and especially the Asiatic cbloniesj were the objects of the great arma
ment preparing in the Phenician ports. For the colonies the danger 
was the greater, because, since the departure o f Dercyllidas, all there 
had gone into disorder. Immediately on the conclusion of the Pelopon
nesian war, democratieal government had been every Where abolished 
by Lysander, who estaWished, in every city, a council o f only ten men, 
in whose hands he placed the supreme authority. I f  intire credit should 
be given to the invective of Athenian orators, it was a most oppressive 
and degrading tyranny th^t was universally exercised by those oligar-, 
cities, Some exaggeration in their pictures, however, we may reason
ably suppose; and yet the tenor o f Grecian history, and many facts ■ 
reported by Xenophon, too well warrant the belief^ tliat, under such 
governments, unless when power committed to thCTiberality.of a Der
cyllidas controuled them, oppression, and gross Oppression, would be 
not uncommon. The Spartan administration nevertheless did not refuse 
attention to the complaints o f the people. Their measures show indeed 
more liberality than wisdom. Hastily undertaking to legislate' for a 
country with which they were unacquainted, they directed everywhere 

V oL .Iir. K k  the
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the abolition of til?'council of Ten, and, in general terms, tbe restora
tion o f the old constitution. Every city was at once torn by th© 
utmost violence of faction. Democracy, such as it had subsisted under 
the supremacy of Athens, was nowhere completely restored, but universal 
anarchy insued.

Confusion thus pervading the subject states, and apprehension of an 
enemy, so'powerful as the Persian empire, agitating Lacedaemon, a con
gress o f the confederacy was" summoned. Hostilities bad o f late years been 
frequent with one or other of the bordering satraps { but it was long since 
the force of the Persian empire, united under the direction of its head, 
had been exerted against Greece always divided within itself. These were 
circumStaiices in which such a man as Lysander would come forward 
advantageously. Taking a leading part in debate, he was successful in 
his endevors to obviate alarm.- ‘ O f the superiority p f  theGreeks by sea,* 
he said, ‘ there could'be no reasonable doubt { and, of what they were-
* capable by land, against the Persian empire, the late return o f th©
* Cyreian army very sufficiently demonstrated. With regard to the, 
‘ disturbances among the 'Asian Greek -cities, it was obvious, that n 
 ̂ reversal of the measures, which had occasioned the present confusion, 
 ̂ would of course restore the former order. He could not hesitate

* therefore to declare his opinion, that the large part of the Greek nation
* there, looking to Lacedjeraon for protection, and, fot the sake o f
* protection, readily admitting her supremacy, a kind of outwork ne-
* cessary to tbe security o f Greece itself, ought to be protected.’ Since
Leotychidas, who, with Xanthippus father of Pericles, defeated the 
army of Xerxes at Mycale, a Spartan king had never crossed the 
JEgean. Agesilaiis, incited by Lysander, now offered himself for the 
command. He required only thirty Spartans, with two thousand neoda- 
mode Lacedremonians, and six thousand heavy-armed of the allies. 
His offer incouraged the assembly; the expedition was voted, and 
troops precisely as the king desired. ' .

Xenophon reports of Agesilaus, that, by courting equally ephors, 
senate, and pe'ople, and seeming always anxious to defer to their autho
rity, he obtained a more commanding influence, and more real power,than 
any of his predecessors for a long time had injoyed,, Xt seems to have

been.
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been in pursuance of this policy that he desired the attendance of - 
thirty Spartans., Ten we have seen appointed to attend Agis, 
in an expedition against the Argians, as a controuling council; and 
this check upon the military authority of th^ kings, once esta
blished, would not be readily remitted. - By "desiring thirty instead 
o f ten, Agesilaus seemed to pay a compliment-to the body of the 
peers, while he really diminished the consequence o f each individual 
of his council, and, perhaps jnade it easier for himself to rule the 
whole. . " , .

He was not equally happy in his speculations in forein as in domestiQ • 
politics; or perhaps he neglected them. ■ An occurrence, of a strange 
nature, far from clearly accounted for by the cotemporafy historian his 
friend, foreboded ill to. the peace-of Greece, while he imbarked for 
Asia. Germstus in Euhma was the appointed port, where the troops 
were to assemble, In his way thither, attended by a small escort only, 
he went to the port of Aulis in Beeotia;, and, on account of the fame o f 
that place for the sacrifice of Agamemnon, and Ihe departure of the 
united forces of .Greece fpr the Trojau'war, he made a point of sacri
ficing there. He was already in the middle of the ceremony, when file 
Boeotarcs, at the head of a considerable force of horse, interfered, rudely 
scattered the offering from the altar, and peremptorily forbad the sacri-’ 
fice. Agesilaus, surprized and incensed, byJ unable to r^ist, impre
cated the vengeance of the gods upon the Boeotians, for the impious' 
violence. Possibly the Boeotians may have esteemed the^atterapt of the 
Spartan king an.impious intrusion*. Evidently he had been deficient in 
precaution, ̂ and they appear to have been brutal, -either in. insult or iij 
resentment. In the moment "nothing seems to have followed: Agesilaus 
proceeded to Gereestus, whence he conducted his armament • safely to 
Ephesus: but the remoter consequences were, as we shall see, deeply 
unfortunate, to Boeotia and to Lacedaemon.

The arrival of the Spartan king, with a Grecian army, in Asia, could  ̂y  
not but alarm the satraps there., Tissaphernes sent a deputation to in-

. . .  ■ . ' quire oi 53^4  ̂ '
' jN̂ovgih* or“ We are frequently missing, in Xeno- in marking times and seasons; an3 Dodwell Dggejjj' • 

fhoD, the convenient accuracy of Tliucydides has not %een fortunate in his ehdeyors to
K K 2' explain

    
 



Xen, Hel. 
& Ages.'

1.3. c. 4.
- s. 6.

'  H I S  T  O R Y  . 0  F G R E E C  E. Cha p . X X I Y

quire the cause of a measure, which so strongly implied a disposition 
not to abide by the treaty concluded with Dercyliidas. Agesilaus re
plied, that his purpose was not to disturb the peace of the king of Per
sia’s dominions, b u fo n ly  to assure the independency of the Greciaii- 
cities in Asia. Tissaphernes answered, that he" was himself still desi
rous of peace, upon the terms already settled; nor did he suppose the' 
king averse; and he therefore desired time to send tn Susa, before any 
hostilities should take place. Agesilaus, wha seems not to have been 
commissioned by the Spartan government for any purpose o f conquest, 
but only to inforce the honorable terms of peace already concluded upon, 
acceded to the satrap’s proposal. Dercyliidas, who was among his offi
cers, was sent with two others to the satrap’s court, and a truce was 
concluded for three months. ■ Tissaphernes, wholly unscrupulous, had 
no sooner sworn to the treaty, than he took measures for hastening the 
arrival of troops, which might inable him to break it. This becaiUe 
known to Agesilaus, who nevertheless resolved to abide strictly by the 
compact made. ,

Among the Thirty Spartans, who attended Agesilaus, was his friend

explain the difficulties, occurring about the, 
period of the commands of Dercyliidas apd 
Agc-silaus. In assigning the arrival of Age
silaus in Asia to the conclusion ®f the year 
B. C. 3§6, he says,—Hoc nempe arcth co- 
laaeret cum historic Dercyllid*. It certainly 
does not cohere. Under the administration 
of Dercyllidaŝ the Asian Greek cities singu
larly flourished in’peace and concord. (Xen- 
Hel. 1. 3. c.2. s. 7 & 9-) B<it, before the 
expedition of Agesilaus was thought of, all 
ŵ s already confusion there, through the 
removal of the coiiilcils of Ten. (c.4. s. 2 
& 7.) Dodwell seems totally to have over
looked this latter circumstance; and so has 
attributed the congress at Sparta, which de
creed the expedition of Agesilaus, to the. 
same year B. C. 397, to which he has given 
the progress of Dercyliidas and of tlie Spar
tan ministers through the Asiatic cities, when 
they were found so peaceful and flourishing.

Having then attributed the resolution taken- 
in Greece, for war with Asia under Agesilaus, 
to the year 397, he' attributes the treaty of 
peace made' by Dercyliidas to the following 
year p. C. 396, and the arrival of Agesilaus 
in Asia to the conclusion of the same year 
396. Here, evidently, all is not consistent.
I have howevef been unable, with the leisure 
I could give to the shbject, and perhaps 
should be unable at any rati, to accommo
date the dates of these transactions perfectly 
to oneanother, and to preceding and fol
lowing events; and lhave therefore thought 
it best,'with this admonition to the reader, 
generally to give Dodwell's, dates in the • 
margin. The reader best acquainted with 
his labors, will probably be metst ready to 
excuse my failtire, in the investigation of a 
labyrinth, in which his learning, ingenuity, 
and diligence, directed to that as his prin
cipal object, have been bewildered. , .

. Eysander.
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Lysancler. Agesilaus himself was yet little known among the Asian 
Greeks. The reputMion therefore of Lysahder, high Avhile he held 
command among them, and since so greatly increased by "the conquest 
of Athens, drew the attention o f all. The vidlence of party,'^ahd the 
disordered state of the governments, gave occasion for various repre
sentation*, remonstrance, solicitation, and intrigue.  ̂ All were anxious 
to obtain the interest of Lysander with the k in g ; and such was the 
cons^uent attendance upon him, tltat it appeared, says the historian, 
as i f  Lysahder had been king, and Agesilaus a private person,

The umbrage likely to be taken, at a superiority so pointedly attri
buted to him, was first manifested by his ‘CoHegues .of the Thirty ; satis
fied with their situation of counsellors to the king, but ill bearing to be 
considered as attendants upon otfe' of their own body. At thfeir instiga
tion, at length, Agesilaus began to show his dissatisfaction, by con
stantly denying the suits of those who came recommended by Lysander. 
Whether that officer had before been unbecomingly assuming, does not 
appear; but the affront, now put upon him, he bore with becoming 
moderation. Gently dismissing the crowd of followers,, who used offi
ciously to attend him, he told all who solicited his interest, that his 
interference- would only injure their cause. With the united respect, 
and frankness, due to a king and a friend, he then opened himself to- 
Agesilaus ; expressed his regret that he could no longer be useful in his 
present situation; requested that he might be sent on any duty, where 
he might equally avoid giving umbrgge and incurring disgrace; 
and promised that, to the, best of his ability, it should be faithfully 
performed. * , ,

Agesilaus'did not deny this petition ; and Lysander, being sent 
take the Hellespontine command, found an early opportunity to do a. 
service highly acceptable to him. Spithridates, a Rersian of rank,, 
thought himself injured by Pharnabazus. The bond of connection be
tween the government at Susa and the great rnen of the distam pro-, 
vinces, lax before the expedition of Cyrus, had*been still weakened'by 
that event. The address, of Lysander therefore sufficed to persuade 
Spithridates to renounce a government which gave no security to. its 
faithful servants,, and pass over to the Greeks with his family and effects,

' and:
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and two hundred horse under his command. Leaving these under the 
protection of Lysander in Cyzicus, Spithridates proceeded, with his 
eldest son only, to .wait upon Agesilaus in Ionia. The visit was, on 
many accounts, highly* gratifying to that jarince, and, among other 
things, for the information gained concerning the country under the 
government of Pharnabazus. ' .

Tissaphernes only waited to be assured o f the af>proach of the troops, 
particularly cavalry, which he expected from the interior provinces,, 
and then ?ent a declaration to Agesilaus, ‘ that unless the European 
‘ forces were immediately withdrawn froijl Asia, he and all who adhered 
 ̂ to him, must expect the veSgeance of the great king.’ Not only the 

deputies from the Asiatic cities were alarmed,' but the officers of the 
army, and even the Lacedaemonians, could not without uneasiness com
pare the smallness of their force with the numbers reported of the enemy. 
Agesilaus however was not unprepared for this demonstration o f the 
satrap’s falsehood. Receiving the communication with cheerfulness, 
he had the Persian ministers tell their master, ‘ that he thanked him 
 ̂ for making the gods, avengers of perjury, enemies .to the Persian and 
 ̂ friends to the Grecian cause.’ instahtly he dispatched notices for 

the Ionian, .®olian, and Hellespontine forces to join him ; issued orders 
for the troops with him to prepare formarching; and to indicate that 
he meant not to await attack, but to carry the war where h$ knew the 
satrap’s interested feelings would be most- vulnerable, he sent requisi
tions for the towns on the way to Caria to prepare markets for the 
army. , . . / ’ , '

Tissaphernes, informed of these dispositions, directed his measures, 
not to the prosecution of the great interests o f the empire, huf to the 
preservation of his own large property in Caria. That mountainous 
province being unfit for the action of horse, he sent thither almost the 
Avhole of his infantry. Descending then with his numerous cavalry into 
the vale of the Meander, he hoped, with that alone, to trample in dust 
the Grecian army, before it could reach the highlands. Agesilaus was 
aware that, in the plain, he must suffer in contest with the Persian horse. 
As soon therefore as he was assured that his feint had fixed-the attention 
of the satrap to the southward, he dfreeted his own march the contrary 

1 1  , way,
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way. Thus he joined, more readily, and without opposition, the forces Xen. HeU 
from the northern colonies,, among whom were the Cyreian. troops; and 
falling, -wholly unexpected, upon the satrapy of pbarnabazus, the coun
try was plundered without resistance, the towns yielded as he approached  ̂
and he inriched his army with a very great booty. Incouraged' thus,, 
he approached Dascylium, the satrap’s resjdence; but there.be experi
enced how formidable the Persian cavalry were still capable o f being.
His small force o f horse, preceding the march of the infantry, met 
nearly an equal force of the enemy’s horse. Immediately the Greelis 
formed in line,- four deep. Unlike the desultory manner of the modern 
Asiatics, the Pei’sians charged in column, only twelve in front. Every 

‘ Grecian lance opposed to them was broken y and twelve men, with two s. tfe 
horses, were instantly slain.. The Greeks.so felt th«r inferiority, that 
they immediately retreated. Fortunately the heavy-armed, under Age- 
silaus, were near enough to give" them security. Modern tacticians 
generally hold the charge of cavalry in column absurd. The fact only 
is here given as it is related by the soldier-historian. The account how
ever, it should be observed, is a,mong the numerous instances of candid 
confession, which intitle Xenophon to our credit when be relates the 
successes o f the Greeks, and diminish, tho certainly they canno:t in- 
tirely remove, our, regret, that We have no Persian accounts to confront 
with the Grecian. ■ , ' ,

Agesilaus, prudent as brave, saw quickly what v^s to be done. Ons,  x&. 
the morrow after the action of the caValry, the entrails, of the victims 
in the sacrifice were found irnperfect. This passed for an admonition 
from, the gods to proceed no farther, and Agesilaus immediately directed 
his march back toward the coast; aware, says the historian, in phrase- 
pretty strongly implying that the otneu had been preconcerted, of the 
imposisibility of acting iii the plains without a sufficient force of horse.. 
Fortunately winter was approaching, when-annoyance to the Grecian= 
territories, from the enemy’s powerful cavalry, was less to be apprer- 
hended. -

Against the insuing campain, Agesilaus took measures for being better 
provided. Requisitions were sei^ for the wealthy, in every Grecian, 
city of Asia, to prepare thefnselves for that service whi<5h the Grecian.

political.
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political institutions imposed,' at the same time, as an honor and a tax. 
Those requisitions were however accompanied with notice, that instead 
of personal attendance, able substitutes, well mounted and Well armed, 
would be accepted; and the levies were completed,.says Xenophon, 
with a diligence and dispatch, as i f  every noble and wealthy Ionian 
thought he was hiring a man to die for him.

Early in spring, Agesilaus assembled his whole force id  Ephesus, and 
there bestowed an attention, more-than, was usual among the generals of 

B. C. 394. that age, in preparing his troops for service. Commonly among the 
0 1 . 96. 2. .<3;j-eeks, the soldier’s arms were what his means inabled, or his zeal in

the-cause and regard for his own safety, induced him to procure: his 
discipline was what the institutions o f his commonwealth required of all 
its subjects; occasionally improved, through the same motives Avhich 
excited care in the choice o f arris. The man unprovided with the 
armour and unacquainted with the discipline o f the heavy-armed,, was 
cast among the ignobler crowd of the light^arnred : his pay, i f  any, 
was inferior; he had no allowance for a servant; if  a prisoner he was 
neglected; if  killed, unnumbered. - But, serving among the heavy- 
armed, in proportion as his armour was imperfect,’ and his personal 
skill deficient, his danger In action was greater. Agesilaus however 
would not trust the service of his country, and his own glory, to the 
various effect of such considerations upon the various tempers o f men. 
lieavy-armed,.middle-armed, bowmen, and cavalry were all severally 
called out to exercise : emulation was excited by the institution of. 
prizes for those who excelled ; .arms Were examined; artizans and tra
ders were invited and incouraged ; the agora of Ephesus. M'̂ as crowded 
with horses, and warliktumplements of every kind; and the city, says 
the soldier-historian who was present, seemed a laboratory of w ar’b 

Amid these military cares, the attention of Agesilaus to acts dl^reli- 
gion contributed to infuse, at the same time, confidence'and a spirit of 
order among his troops.. It was his common .practice to -lead the way,- 
from the field of exercise, to the temple o f D iana; where those, who 
had gained prizes, offered their chaplets  ̂ the honorary part o f their

Xen. Kel.
1 . 3 .  C .4 .

s. 17.

S.13.

efyccfif'w.

reward,

    
 



Sect. I I I .  t ) I S C I | » L I N E  or :  A G E S I L A U S ,  
reward,- to the goddes3/ ‘ And what,’ proceeds the historian, ‘ may 
f not be hoped from' an army, dutiful to the gods, diligent in military 
‘ exercises, and.zealous in subordination?’ , ■

Another measure of the Spartan prince, to excite confidence among 
his trQo'ps, consonant as doubtless it was to the manners esteemed best 
in that age, and accordingly mentioned by Xenophon, riot Only without 
reprobation, but among things praiseworthy, will be otherwise thought 
o f by the better-taught humanity of modern times. Among the pri
soners at Ephesus,, taken in the Persian provinces  ̂ j^y those freebooters 
who, in the deficiency of law and government, ?hrade their livelihood 
by such v i o l e n c e s w e r e  some o f wealthy families and higher rank; 
accustomed,, says the historian, to ride in carriages, and unaccustomed 
to toil. These Agesilaus ordered to be exposed maked, for public sale 
by the common crier. Unpractised in those naked exercises, in» which 
the bodies o f men .of all ranks among the Greeks became imbrowrred, 
their skins were white, their limbs delicate, they appeared incapable o f 
activity or labor, and -the Greek soldiers drew the conclusion, that they 
should have no more to apprehend in battle, from such men, than from 
so many women. ' ‘

According to the usual rotation in the Lacedgemonian service, when 
the first year of the command of Agesilaus was completed, Lysajider 
and the rest of the Thirty returned home, and were succeeded in their 
situation by an equal nuiriber o f other Spartans. Among these jdie king 
was to distribute the commands under him’ at his discretion. The 
cavalry accordingly e committed to Xenocles; the Lacedsemonian 
neodamodes to Scythes ? to Herippida% the Gyreians ; and the Asiaa 
Greeks to Migdon. He then notified his intention to march directly 
into the richest o f the enemy’s country, in defence of which the utmost 

'^exertion was to be expected, and he therefore adiHuaished all to be 
prepared in body and mind accordingly.

The wily yet weak Tissaphernes was again deceived throngh-his 
very fear of deception. Being informed o f the notice in public 
orders by the Spaftan king, he thought it a feint, like that of the

2 5 7
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t t l S T O R Y  OF G R E E C E .  ' CHAP.iXXlY:
former year • and, supposing Caria sd much more certainly how the
real as it was less the pretended object, he again sent liis infantry
thither, and again incarnped with his formidable cavalry in the vale
of Mteander. Agesilaus, in precise conformity to his declared inten*
tion,* marched into the Sardian territory, and, three days unopposed,
his army collected plunder on all sides.

On the fourth day, the followers of the Grecian camp were djSf*
persed for booty, gbput the rich banks of the Pactolus, when a body
of Persian cavahypsuddenly came upon them,, and killed several.
Agesilaus ordering his horse to their reliefj- the whole. Persian army
appeared, forming in order of battle. The ground was not favorable
for ingaging so superior a body o f cavalry; hut the whole Grecian
force was collected, and the Persian infantry absent. Agesilaus Ihere-
fore .resolved to use thp opportunity. He ordered bis horse>̂  with
assurance of being supported, to charge: he, commanded his middle-
armed to follow running ; and he led his phalanx with a brisk yet
steddy pace after them. The Persians r e p e l l e d t h e  Grecian cavalry5

hut the sight of the middle-armed, followed by the' formidable array
of the phalanxj dismayed them; they turned, and presently fled*
Some, intangled in the -Course 'of the Pactolus, were killed or made
prisoners. Against the rest the pursuit o f The Greeks was little
destructive: but dt gave them possession o f the Persian camp, The
middle-armed, as would he likely, says the historian, immediately ^ 1 1

to plunder. But Agesilaus disappointed their rapacity, by Surrounding
the camp Â ith his more regular troops ; and, -inclosing thus together
friends and foes, he insumd the just distribution of a very great booty.
Many camels, an animal then Mttle known in Greece, being Carried
thither by Agesilaus in hrs return, were much noticed among the
trophies that distinguished this victory. ,

Intelligence of the event excited great alarm in Sardis, and vehe-
rhent complaint against the satrap; who was in his palace there when
the misfortune happened, which hfs presence with the army, and the
animation he might have infused by , sharing its dangers, it was held,

" \
So much, I think, is inlplifed in tho wor4lJi|a»To, used both in the Hellenics and in 

. the Agesilaus. - .
ought
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ought to have prevented. The alarm was quickly iniianced, and the 
complaint sharpened, by the appearance of the Grecian, army before the 
walls, and by the plunder and destruction of everything around. The Xeh. Ages. 
Spartan king endevored to increase the disorder, by a proclamation, 
declaring hirnself the friend and protector of freedom, ready to contest 
in arms the right of any who claimed to hold Asia in subjection.
I t  ‘does not appear that any important' desertion followed: but 
great alarm was communicated, even to the distant court .of Persia; 
insomuch that the ruin of Tissaphernes was in consequence resolved 
upon. According to the manner nearly o f the Turkish empire at this 

''day, Tithraustes■ came to Sardis, commissioned from the king, at-the 
same time to; supersede and to behead him. Such was the end of that 
worthless satrap; who, in a long course of years, had such various 
transactions with the Greeks. His sovereins, and their subjects comr 
initted to his government, both had undoubtedly enough to complain 
o f him; yet, as far as the Greeks were interested in his character, his 
weakness'and cowardice seem to have been . more beneficial'to them 

.than his profligacy was i n j u r i o u s ~
The first act,o f the government of Tithraustes, after the execution 

o f his predecessor, marks a weakness in the Persian empire, which, 
notwithstanding the many instances that have occurred, still appears 
surprizing.- When, in the distant*provinces, private interest or private 
animosity led the late satrap to measures directly .opposite to what the 
service o f his soverein required, we see only a common, consequence of 
weak government. Put the new viceroy came immediately commissioned 

'  from the supreme council of the empire,and yet did not come to revenge 
the injuries of the Persian subjects, or repair the disgraces’ of the 
Persian arms, suffered in the invasion of the empire, by the forces of 
a little distant, republic. He entered immediately into negotiation

Cornelius Nepos, in his life of Conon,. 
says that Tissaphernes rebelled, and that 
his death was the just punishment for that 
crime; but the biographer abounds with 
instances of carelessness, and of a defipient 
judgement, which led him sometimes, even

in contradiction to the best aiafhorities, to 
report utter- improbabilities. Indeed many 
of the lives ascribed to him bear much the 
appearance of juvenile exercises; the works 
of a youth of talents, in a course of Greek 
reading, practising Latin composition.

L - ■ with
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w;th Agesilaus; rather apologized for passed measures, laying the 
blame upon his predecessor : observed that justice Avas now executed 
upon that worthless officer; ahd protested that the king his master desired 
no other than that the Grecian cities in Asia should be free; paying 
the antient tribute or rent fof their lands, which had always been 
confessedly held o f his empire; and that, upop these conditions only, 
he expected that the European troops should be withdrawn. Agesilaus 
professed himself willing to treat, but without authority to conclude. 
Tithraustes desired thnt authority might be sent for, and, in the mban 
time, that hostilities against his satrapy at least might cease: ‘ Con- 
‘ sider Pharnabazus/ be said, ‘ still as your enemy; and invade his 
‘ territory; but for myself,-! have a fair claim to be treated as the 
‘ fiiend of the Greeks, having done them justice against him, who 
‘ was the principal author o f their wrongs,’ This was submissive 
language from the lieutenant o f the gre^t king. What followed, how
ever, still more marks'the consciousness of utter inability, in the admi
nistration of the empire, to extend, from the capital to the Aistant 
provinces, the energy necessary to hold all united in just obedience 
and under due protection* Agesilaus did not scruple to require, as the* 
price o f truce with one satrapy, tu be, paid the expence of carrying 
war into another; and to this strange proposal the new satrap acceded: 
thirty talents, above six thousand- pounds, sterling, were paid,'ex
pressly to defray the expence of the Grecian army’s march into the 
Bithynian s a t r a p y E x a m p l e s  of a policy something similar perhaps 
may be found in the modern history of Turkey. , O f the fact however 
we cannot reasonably doubt; for Xenophon,'holding his command in 
the Cyreian troops, and intimate Avith Agesilaus, was in a situation 
certainly .to know Avhat he related; and his zeal fpr the glory o f his- 
friend and patron would not lead him, designedly, to ex%gerate the 
satrap’s folly, or tbe^weaknOss ofthe Persian empire.

The views of Agesilaus, in the early part o f his command, appear to 
have beeii moderate. He would har'c been contented* with the glory

The satrapy of PbarnabazUs was variously called, tb6 Bithynian, the Phrj^ian, 
The Hellespontine, pr of DaScylis or DascylivUn, the satrap’s principal residence.

1 o f
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of giving independeticy to,the Greeks of Asia, and peace to those of 
Europe. But experience of the ease with ^vhich greater advantages  ̂
and higher fame, might be acquired, seems to have excited his ambi
tion, Possibly however he may have found good reason to believe, 
that moderation Was not so safe, as on a transient view it might 
appear. He may have thoughh and perhaps justly, that there could 
be no security for peace, but in the enemy’s« inability to make success
ful war. Possibly he may have known some cause, not likely to he 
lasting, for the new satrap’s submissive conduct, apparently so unbe
coming the officer of a great empire in so great a command ; and he 
may have been influenced by the consideration, that, if  Tithraustes: . 
was not as faithless as Tissaphernes, an early successor might be so. 
Meanwhile the success of his friends at home, in managing his political 
interests, was an incouragement to follow the path of ambition. ^  
commission arrived putting the fleet under his command, equally with s. 26. 
tlie landforces, and authorizing him to'appoint tjie admiral. He pro-̂  
ceeded immediately to use this new power, AVith a view riot to peace, 
unless as it might follow farther success in war.. He communicated to s. 7̂ . - 
all the towns of the coast and hands his wish to have his naval force 
increased: leaving it to themselves to decide what ships they would 
add to.their squadrons. Agesilaus Was popular; the war was popular ; 
to many it  had been lucrative; and, the zeal o f wealthy individuals 
yying with that of communities, the fleet was- strengthened With a 
hundred and twenty new triremes. In the appointment of his admiral,
Agesilaus allowed his partiality for a friend and relation to lead him td 
injudicious choice. Superseding ’E^U^ax, who had done Considerable 

, services, he committed the impbitant command to Peisander, his 
queen’s brother; a man o f approved courage and clear honor, bpt 
unversed in naval affairs,.
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S E C T I O N  IV.

Missio7i o f  Timocrates into Gt'.eece fy^om the satrap o f fydia  : BribOrp 
o f .the democratkai leaders in the Grecian republics: Mnmity 
excited against Bacedcemon : PVar between Phocis and Locris leading 

: to war between facedcemon and Thebes: Athens' gained to the Theban 
alliance : Invasion o f Bceofia: Death o f Lysander: Prosecution and 
flight o f  Pausanias king o f  Tacedcemon.

Ol. 96LI.. 
Xen. Hel. 

-1.3. c. 5, s. 1.

B . C k 394- T h e s e  preparations, demonstrating that the Lacedaenioiiian king had 
neither peace, nor any little object> in view, alarmed Tithraustes. Tho 
military of the Persian empire was weak, bnt its wealth was still power
ful. Means to be informed of the state of, Greece, of the dissensions 
among its little republics, one with another and each witliin itself, o f 
the violence of party in all, and,- what was most important, o f the , 
extensive dislike to the Lacediemonian supremacy, and the growing 
jealousy of the Lacedtemohian power, were open to the satrap, Per
sian, versed enough in Grecian politics andGrecian manjiers, to manage 
an intriguing negotiation among the Grecian republics, was probably 
not to be found. Tithraustes therefore employed a Greek, Timocrates 
of Rhodes. The general purpose of his mission was to conciliate, to 
the Persian interest, the leading men of every republic where he could- 

'‘find opportunity, and ex cite them to active:l^€asures against Lace- 
dcemon ; directing his-view particUliaj’ly  to those citiCs, where aversion 
toward Lacedsmon was known most to prevail. Among means, bribery 
was much depended upon ; a political engine even then of great efficacy, 
tho it had not, as-Our.moral poet has observed, that facility of operation 
which modern refinements in commerce have given it. -Paper-credit 
was unknowns Timocrates was necessarily to be incumbered with gold '*.

*• Blest paper-credit!. last and best supply {
That lends Corruption lighter wings to flyt 
Gold, imp’d by thee, can compass hardest things;
Can pocket states, can fetch and carry kings; '

- A single
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In the poverty of the Grecian republics ho\vever, abput twelve thousan<J 
pounds sterling', ably and faithfully distributed, was Snihcierit'to make 
a great change in .the political face; of the <iountry '**. Xenophon has 
not scrupled to name the party»leaders, in Thebes, Gorinth and Argos, 
who partook of it. The.Athenians, if we may trust his impartiality in 
speakirfg of his fellowcpuntrymen, clear of that baseness, were led only Xen, Hel. 
by ambition, and the hope of recovering their lost preeminence in Greece, 
to desire a confederacy against Laced£em.on. . -

Eut, whatever the .operations of secret intrigue-might be, the result 
became quickly evidentf The general asse-mblies ih- the several cities 
resounded with invectives against âcedaemonian tyranny. ‘ Since the 
‘ conclusion qf the twenty-seven years war,’ it wa$ asked, ‘ and the 
‘ overthrow of the tyrannous dominion of Athens, what benefit has 
‘ accrued to Greece from the transfer of pmpire to Lacedaemon? .Of 
‘ Avhat command, what honor,-what revenue have the‘allies been al- 
‘ lowed to participate ? those allies who so zealously shared all labors,
‘ all dangers, all expences? On the contrary, adding indignity to. in- 
‘ jury, have not the Lacedaemonians sent Helots, with their title of 
‘ harmost, to govern Grecian republics, and conducted themselves, in 
‘ all respects, as if they claimed to he masters of theirfree confederates 
The apprehensions, the indignation, and the anijnosity of the Many 
were thus extensively excited. 'But a pretence for hostility was yet 
wanting; for. the Lacedaemonian-government, howeyer its,officers, or 
however itself might be GCcasionally oppressive, Rad scrupulously 
avoided any direct breach of those treaties, by wMch the Grecian re-

A' single leaf.shall an army o’er,' ‘ ■
Or ship off senates to* a distant shore .j 
A leaf," like Sibyl’s, scatter to'and-fro*.
Our fates and fortunes, ffs the wind shall blow t
Pregnant with thousands flits , the Scrap unseen, -
And, silent, sells a king or buys a . queen.

' Pope’s Moral Essays, ep,
** Whether Xenophon was* o r  waa not ' ground for his positive assertion, lie was* 

exactly informed of the sum which Timo- however competent to judge whether the 
crates brought and distributed,' tho' it is sum he has named was probably equal to. 
reasonable to suppose he had some good the effect ascribed to it. . .

publics
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publics were unilê l linder its supremacy.' And it̂ is to be observed 
that those ,called Helots, to wboni foreiii command w%s committed, 
were not persons actually in the condition o f slaves. ' They W;ere indeed 
.probably new citizens, those called neddamodes, raised fronrthe con
dition of slaves 5 but of Grecian blood, as old and perhajjs as j^nre as 
any in the country. . This reproach however would assist the general 
effect. But the Thebans were the ingenious, politicians who devised 
the provocation, which actually led to a renewal of the niiseries or a 
general war ip Greece; likely, through obvious circumstances.to super
induce general ruin, or universal subjection, t*ho the foreia power then 
most formidable failed of the requisite energy, and it was beyond the 
Jcen of the clearest human foresight, to discover where the over- 
.whelming might was at length to arise.
''The borders of Phocis and the Opuntian Locris were in qnq part dis

puted Androcleidas, one of those popular leaders in Thebes, whom 
Xenophon has not scrupled to name as a partaker in the Persian gold, 
persuaded the Locrians to raise contributions' on the doubtful land. 
The Phocians, precisely as Androcleidas expected and desired, imme
diately made reprisals. For this aggression, as the party" affected to*' 
call it, against the allies of Thebes, it was then not difilCult to excite 
the Tlieban multitude against the Phocians. Accordingly PhoCis was 
invaded and plundered. Unable to contend with Thebes, and still more- 
with Thebes and Locris united, the Phocians sent ministers to Lacedm- 
mon, claiming that protection to which they were, ihtitled, as members 
of the confederacy in which the greater part of Greece was United. 

Xen. Hel. xhe Spartans rejoiced in the fair pretence, thus afforded, for repressing 
6,7. ’ by arms the injurious insolence of Thebes. The success of Agesilaus

against the Persian empire elated them; no other commotion within 
Greece interfered; and the cause appeared so just, that they thought 
they might depend upon th'e willing support of the eonfederacy. War

■ X)iod. 
e . 82.

1. 14..

“  -----  , I ,, *Q( j, ygt; i»(osrSrii—  et 'Fhebanos controversy pecunias penderenk
/asi&ovtri Aokjotij 'fovf ’Ovwvliov? Ik afupurQv- It is clear, ffoih -wiiafr follows in. the next 
tria-ii/.ov ^UKeVfft TE Kwt tavlo^f section, that this is ill transtite<r: iavlop;

TeXEffai— Thebance d v ita tfs  principes— L o c r is  means, not the Thebans, feiH the Locrians. 
Opuntiis  pe rsm d ent u t  ex a g ro  in te r  Phoeenses

was
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was accovBiti.gly resolved : tlie forces of the confoderacy w re summoned, 
and. orders,were issued for a L^ced^moniainarmy to' m.afch.

'Thebes being thus iiigaged in anontest vety unequal, unless powerful 
support Could be obtained, its. leaders, little*kiiown by name in histony,- 
but evidently'able daring nien̂  possij Îy true to their party, but scru
pulous of nothing for party-purposes, directed their view to Athens. 
They knew that a disposition hostile to TacedEemon rvas extensive 
there; but they knew, moreover, that a warm sense of many and severe 
injuries, received from the Th-ebans, was also strongly impressed. 
Minister's -were therefore sent, instructed t'o soothe, flatter, and incite the 
Athenians. Careless themselves oF the general welfare of Greebe, and 
believing that a majority in Athens' would postpone it to the sepajate’ 
interest of their own city, or of their party, they held out the probability 
o f  gaining the alliance of the Persian king, now decidedly the enemy 
o f Lacedsemon, which, they said; vvould insure success.; and they did 
not even scruple to propose the recovery of that dominion to Athens, 
which she had formerly, held over so many Grecian states, as an object, 
which ought to decide the. Athenians in their favor. Thrasybulus, it 
 ̂appears, countenanced their measure; which coincided with his interest 
as head of the democratical party in Athens; and probably he had his 
particular connections with the democratical leaders in Thebes, tinder 
such circumstances the proposal was carried, in the Athenian assembly,, 
for joining in the war with Thebes against Xacedmmon. .

The interest of. Lysander, still powerful at Sparta, is likely to have 
contributed to the resolution for war with Thebes. He was imme
diately appointed to an im.portant Command, for ,which the popularity 
of hjs character seems to have concurred, -with the'superiority of'his 
abilities and experience, to render him peculiarly-qualified.' Going intp 
Phocis, he assembled, according to- his instructions, the Phocian, 
{Etaean, Heracleot, Malian, and JEnian forces. Marchjng.dilectly to 
Orchoraenus, where the supremacy affected by Thebes borne With 
reluctance, the gates, after short-negotiation, were opened to him, as 
a protector, the vindicator of Boeotian freedom. Strengthened then by 

'.the Orchoinenian troops, he proceeded to Haiiartu%, where,, according g, 

to a concerted plan, PauSanias, king of -Lacedsemon was to meet him
VoL. III. • * , M M ' on

s. 9-

S'. 6,;
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Gn.au appointed day, w ith  the a rm y ’'frG n i Fel.oponnesj.is.' Fau6ania‘s. 

fa iled  h im : he nevertheless approached -tbP  p la ce ; and  obta in ing a 

con ference w ith the lead ing , people, w o u ld 'h a v e  prevailed^ there-as,- 

•at Orchomenus, had n o t t^ e ' e x e r t ion s 'o f some Thebaiis. present,, the 

n o t w ithout difficu lty, preventedj > , . . ’

hnformed o f  the loss o f  one c ity  aud' the .danger o f'anojthef, the 

Thebans marched in  haste aga inst Lysander. W h eth e r  that able 

general, was snrpri?‘ed- b y  th e ir-rap id ity ,-or his past successes led him 

to  con fide to o  much m  his-own ab ility ,' in  th e  Zeal and discipline, o f ' 

his troops, and in the defic ien cy  o f  the* enem,y, ’ u nder th e  'walls o f ' 

H.alihrtuSi ■ which he was preparing to  assault,' -he was overpowered and* 

k i l le d . ’ H is  ffim y fled .; but qu ick ly  reach in g  the neighboring h igh 

lands, turned upon - the -pursuers, and w ith  advan tage o f  ground, and - 

an artillery  w h ich -th a t grou nd  affordech E a g m e n ts -o f ro ck  fo iled  ' 

doAvii upon th e  com pact . hotly o f '  the heaYy-arm ed;-'w hile th e  diefgiftS'- 

ga ve  superior e ffect'a lsd  to  other - weapons,: th e  enemy / were a t len g th , 

com pelled to retreat; w ith  Gonsidefable loss.-. - ■■ -

T h e  Thebans erected, their tro p ljy -a t th a t 'g a t e  o f  •Haliartus„..uiear • 

w h ich  they had been - conquerors and Lysancfe* bad- 'fa llen  ; " y e t  th e y ; 

w ere n o t a litt le  d e je c t e d ly  the, final even t o f  the' day; T h e  m orrow  

how ever show ed jhow  im portan t the ■ life  o f  on e  man m ay he O rc jio - - , 

menians,. .Malians; . dJn ian sjH erae leots ,' (E tfeans;, and -Phocians, th o  ; 

victorious, h av in g  lost the leader'w ho un ited  aH, anddn w hcn t alTcon^ 

fided, hastened ■ to - th e ir  severaT hohies;-'and the ai’m y  Avas-no m o re .. 

X«®,..u.tsup. T h en  the .Thebans were* agiiin elated, - and - th e ir su ccess -ap p ea red ;

im portant. .But wbeiij \SOou: after, PausUnias arrived  in th e ir  t e i i i t o r ’y, 

w ith  his poAverful.army from  • Peiopohnesus> alarm  'and 'dejectjo iw anew - 

pervaded them, T lie-arriva l, o f  the A then ian  forces, on the fo llo w in g  - 

day, restored an im a tion ; -i.iid  when, i t  was'.bb'served th a t-th e  measures . 

o f  Pausanias ind icated , no - ah ility i lid v ig w ,  tlren- security  aud.pre-- 

sumption afresh pre.vailedc. - . ■ ■

It. has. been observed'; upon soroe-^ dceasion - in--; m oderm  times, that,', 

when a commander desires to  avo id  figh tin g , he calls a council o f  w ar; 

and this, in  an tien f as . in  modern ages, m ig h t  arise either from  c o w 

ardice,.. or, from  a v iew  to the interest o f . a party ; nor Avould it, In .

' * ■ antieut,,
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which, w'as the .pi'eyailing motive. , .The.,husines.s of recovering, for
- 'burial, the bodies, of Ivysahder and those who felt with'him, a rite 
which G recian; superstition inacje so important, peceisarily i ngaged the 
attention of Pausanias. -To consult n'hetljer a battle should be fought, 
or a-truce solicited, not the polemarcs add loehtig' ^®-but ail the 
-peutecosters of the army were assembled. , It. was observed, that the 
army was very deficient of the Strength proposec|; Corioth .hadjrefused 
its troops,'and the reinforcenreht expected with Lysander was'dispersed; 
thaf the allies serving were not zealous iii the cause; that tlie eheinj 
was .yei’y superior in ca-valry and tlrat even a; victory rvould scarcely 
inable them to acfcomplish their purpose of recovering the bodies, lying 
within reach of inissile ryeapolis from the-towers of Haliartus. ; It was 
accordingly resolved to solicit'a trace. Xhe Thebans, elated,'refused «, Jf. 
to grant it, but upon conditioa that the army'should iminediately quif 
Boeotia. This himiiliating. condition was accepted,, and then the-dead . 
weie restored. Pausan ias and those Wbout him a|>peared satisfied r but,. 
whatever might be.their sentiments, or their views# the array felt its 
•disgrace r and the uneasiness:’ was; inhanced by the contumelious 
behavior'of the Thebans, who, in, attending’ its retreat, pursued with  ̂
blows any who deviated from the strict line of the highway. -

The conduct of Pausarjias Would appem', at; home# the more inex,,-, 
disable, on being. compared with that, of Pysander; when fit was 
observed what onip, did, in the command of a few troops of the northern 
allies, with, what the ofher .did not, at the head Gf a Peloponnesian 
-army. Being Capitally piOseciited, rPausanias tied to Tegea ; -and to 
avdld the consequence of the sentence, in his absence pronounced 

• against hiin, Im passdd his.remmning days in-banishment.
We.find attiibuted: to Lysander, by the lateriantient writers, whom

- the .modern have mostly followed, a conduct very different from 
tliat indicated by the c'oteiriporary.; Instofian ; - in fprein cornman̂ :̂  
-revolting haughtiness, an injurious and; selfish tyranny; at home, n* 
plot; for a tevolution, through which he proposed to becOme soverein 
o£.Laced£emon.ahdofall Greece. His influence, it is said, was exerted, 
and his-intrigues directed, toiproenre a decree of the Lacedwmonia,ns

-MM2- in

s. 18. . 
Dipd. 1.14. 
c. pO.

Corn. Nep. ' 
& Plut. V.
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in general assembly, for abolisliing tbe hereditaiy right to, the thrOne- 
irt the posterity of Hercules, and laying open the succession to alb 
Spartans, at the choice of the people,; trusting in his own popularity'' 
for a certain preference. Coinsidering the cOtenrporary' historian’s- 
eonncetion with Agesil'aus and the iamily of AgesMaus,' it must appear 
extraordinary that even the first imputation,- if founded,, and most 
unaccountable that the latter, should wholly have escaped- that histo
rian’s notice. In gathering' the conduct and̂  characters of eminent 
men, fi’om antient authorŝ  we find occasion; continually to beware- 
bow far party-spirit may have directed the cotemporaiw,. and a defe-- 
yence to party-writers*, the later pens'; and, fortunately, not seldota- 
the result itself furnishes assistance.for detection. So here the sense,, 
whieh the party in oppospion to Lysandfer entertained,, of his popu— 
larity at. hoinCj could hardly'be .more strongly shown, than' by the- 
imputation of such a purpose, as that ascribed to him, to he- prole- 
cuted in such a manner,, which cleaidy implieŝ  corroboratioh, of Xeno
phon’s account of bis popularity, both in Asia, and in northern Greece.. 
Indeed the manner in wddeh the fiiend of the feing df Sparta and- 
of his family, objects of the pretended plot," has borne testimou}'̂  td , 
Lysander’s merits, is really creditable at the same time to Ly-sairder,. 
Agesilaus, and Xenophon.; and the total failure of notice of such a- 
plot, both in the Hellenics and the Agesilaus,. seems enough to indicate- 
jthat the tale originated in party invective only, to which both.Agesilaiias 
and Xenophon disdained to give, any countenance.

■'S-ECTI..ON

of Agesilau& fo r  Msifnemb£ring the fersian empire : A ‘Uianc&- 
of the prince of Papklagonia with Lacedeemon :. Winter campaim 

■ in. Bithpriia:. Conference bettoeen Agesilaiis and Fharnabazus.

B. C. 394, W h il e  the flame of internal war was thus reKinclled in Greece, and- 
Cl. go'. LacedsemoD,'ruled by the ephors, was rapidly losing; her consideration 

4  . and'
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and influence there, Agesilaus had been.successfully prosecuting a plan 
e f  operations against Persia, the best calculated o f any known to have 
been. eVer formed, for promoting, not meetly the interest o f LacedEemon,; 
or even of Greece alone, but the commoii good of a very large portion 
©f mankind. Stimulated, no doubt, by the love of glory, but allured 
by no vain, interested, destructive project of conquest, he proposed to 
d ismember .the Persian errijjire, leaving the separated pai'tS’ free. The 
philosopher, his friend.and historian  ̂ gives him the intire credit of this 
wise and liberal policy. None before AgesilauSs he saysj ever though.t 
of so depriving the Persian King of his prnvincesj as not to bring ruin 
upon the people. Biit the.'revolt of Gyrus, which had led Lacedmtnon# 
lately the ally, to become the enemy of the king, had; at the same time 
prepared niatters for this great design, pointed .out the means of execu
tion, and demonstrated the probability of success.- A-shock had been 
given to thehdelit^ of the great vassals in the distant provinces;, and- 
the exigency which had compelled the Greeks, who accompanied Gyrus,, 
to fight their way from the center, to the extremity, had afforded sure* 
ground fpr.calculating the foi’Ce necessary to attack it., The. revolt o f ' 
Spithridates.was then; an important point already gained it gave not 
only hope of faither defection^ but means to procure i t  Gotys, or 
Corylas .'̂ , king of Paphlagonia, a tributary o f the. Persian empire, tho 
he had not concurred in-the rebellion of Cym% yet, on receiving sum
mons from, the king to join the royaParmy witlphis foroes,̂  ̂had reused 
obedience. Probably the fear pf vengeance would m ake the l^acedip- 
monian alliance acceptable to him, and. Spithridates undertook to 
manage the negotiation.. MeanVvliile Egypt,. long since in revolt;, 
remained unsubduecT,

Tt does not- appear that Agesilaus was. .aware of the intrigues which : 
Tithraustes was carrying on in Greece,,when,'in pursuance of bis ingage- 
ment with hirn, early in autumn he quitted, the Lydian and entered the p, 3 3 4 ,
Bithynian satrapy. No duepreparatioh had Been made by Phariiabaans 3. ^
to defend the country. In the field no opposition was attempted; and, 
as the Grecian army preceded toward Paphlagonia, some towns-vblun-. . .  y

Cotys; is the name; we find id our copies of-Xenophoî ’s Helleniĉ ; a$ well as of Dio
dorus-and, Plutarch, but, in our copies ef Xenophon's Anabasis, it is written Corylas,

' ' ■ - tarily.

Xeir. Hoi,... 
1. 4. c. 1;.
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tarily surrendered, some were, taken, by. assault, and waste and plunder 
-v/ere extended, on all -sides,. ilbe'negotiation with Cotys* meanwhile 
proceeded successfully. X̂hat .prince met.Agesilaus on ‘the Isorder of 
his territory, and concluded a trea.ty of alliance with the Lacedaemonian 
-■commonwealth. . Agesilau$,much gratified- with die event,,at the sain.e 

Xen. Hel. -time to strengthen the unfoB with Cotys, and to reward Spithridates, 
.proposed a marriage, whidh ivras presently ngi-eed upoiv -between the 
.Paphlag'bnian prince and the Persian nobleman’s daughter, ,But, in the 
deficiency of accommodations in tlie intervening country, the young 
lady could not.travel into Paphlagonia from Cyzieus, where her father ' 
had left her, before the following spring. .AgesilauS gratified all parties. 
,by ordering a trireme of.his fleet, with a Spartan eonimander, to coiivey 
dier tô  the Paphlagonian coastw - .

We have had many oecasidiis to observe how ecpnomically, in the 
'Scantiness of their public revenues/ 'the Gireeks costtnonly made war. 
;Por an army far from home, it was particularly desirable to find winter- 

■ <juarters ill the enemy’s country,’' Having acquired the important rein
forcement of a thousand Paplilagonian horse, beside two thousand 
targeteers, Agesilaus resolved, to niarch to Daseyfium, the .capital* of 
the Bithynian satrapy, and with the plunder of its rich territory to sub
sist and reward his army, 'The territory'of-Dascyiinin Was the inherited 

’ property of Pharnabazus. His palace was sumptuBusf and suiTounded 
with every appendage of convenience and delight, . Xenophon, himself 
botfi a sportsman and a farpief, particularly notices the inclosed parks 
and open chaces, abounding with game of .every. kin4 Ahe river.stored 
with fish,./the many large villages and well-cultivated farms, ivith. a 
numerous population, unaccustomed to see OF.to apprehend an enemy,

; The satrap being without ipfaBtry'which he could Oppose to the Grecian 
phalank/ his own and his people’s property beô Bie the prey of the 
invaders. - J

■s.Q. AW. the care and foresight Agesilaus were .however insufficient to
guard .against the effects of the contempt, naturally growing, for an 
enemy so apparently,helpless; whife Pharnabazus, without troops for 
steddy defence, jh.ad/however those with which he Could .strike a sudden 
.'blow; and he wanted .neither .activity nor spirit to direct and lead their

exertions*
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fex-ertions. ' Â  body froiQ. the Grecian armyv sent' to collect provisionŝ * 
was wandering; darOlessly after pluiiderv when t|ie satrap eame upon 
them̂ . with a small body of horse and two sithe-afmed. chariots. The 
Greeks had notice of his approach* timely enough to assemble to the 

.number of seven, hundredi .Pharriiabaz'uSi tho his cavahy-weî  ̂ only *
,four hundred, did not hesitate to attack them.. At the battle of Gunaxa 
the charge of a huhdi’ed and fifty sithe-armed chariots had been di reeled: 
against ten thousanef Greeks in’phalarjx, without any .effect. Two Only,' 
now, probably under boTdeh guidance, threw seven hundred into con- 
fosion; and a vigorous: charge of the cavahy-teimediately •following; 
'completed the rout.- .Ahundred-Were killed:;, and bight Avould.have 
saved few-of the rest, had' not. Agesilaus, Avith the mainhody of the ■

. array,- been fortunately near biwitigh to give them: protection.’•
This action, honorable'to Pharnabazus and incouragingto.his troops,'- 

was however scarcely a step toward relief from., cirdurastances. highly 
distressing. He was constantly watching;, with'his; cavalry;'to"give 
protection to his property and people, against detachments and maroders  ̂
from the Grecian array ; Irat, through fear of nightly attfek, -which an 
army of cavalry was little ht-to resist, he dared rest nowhere. :. AIaving; 
therefore, daily, he was always;anxious to' keep it> unkn'Own tvhefe he 
■meant afnight to fpeamp or takfe. his quarters.' But precaution, which - 
might have sufficed against the Greeks, did not suffice against the knowr a 

. lege of the couhtiy, arid the means for prdcurihg; intelligence; which* 
Spithridates possessed. - WlllHil three days after the Surprize and defeat; 
of the Grecian detachment,- Spithridates obtained information that the 
satrap was at-Cava, a large AuliagAaboattwenty miles from the Grecian 
camp. He communicated with the Spartan. Herippidas, who commanded 
the Cyreiaii troops; a man covetous of fame,:, and. always-eager i for ' 
enterprize ; and Herippidas .requested o f Agesilaus permission to attempt , 
the surprize of the Satrap in-his quartersdesiring.for the purpose, "two ' 
thousand heavy-armed,̂  as many; targeteers,; the Paphlagonian cavalry, 
with that under Spithridates,. and as. many, of the Greek as -would be 
-volunteers .on. the-ocdasion. A^silaus consented the preparatory 
sacrifice rvas performed; and the.augur declared that.*sucCess;was por-̂  
tended. The detachment was Ordered-To assemble, at the. close of

evening.

1Q„
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evening, in front d̂ f the camp. But darkness, and the want o f those 
convenient and cheap materials for writing, with ifliich, in modern 
times, the lowest officer so readily'forms his roll, gave opportunity for 
evasion, and not half the proposed number o f any of the troops appeared.

• Fear of derision neve'rtheless stimulating, Herippidas resolved to pro-̂  
ceed, and Spithridates did not shrink from the undertaking.'

Marching accordingly, they reached Cava before day, and, with 
the first dawn, assaulted and presently‘Carried the principal outgiiard. 
The whole Persian array instantly fled, and the camp was taken. .Spi* 
thridates and the Pajffilagonians were hasty in appropriating its con
tents. The satrap’s baggage, a multitade of slaves, and numerous' 
beasts of burthen, for accompanying the rapid marches of the cavalry 
with accommodations for the satrap and his train, fell into their hands. 
Herippidas, anxious to get credit for the amount of the capture, as well 
as to do justice to himself and his detachment, stationed his Greek 
troops so as to intercept those who bore and drove the plunder, and he 

, put all in charge of the cominon prizesellers o f  the arhiy This mea
sure, in itself appm-eiltly right, he seems to have made wrong by the 
Spartan roughness, by the too little condescension for Asiatic prejudices, 
with which he carried it  into execution. The Paphlagonians were dis
gusted, as if  they had received a gross injury; and Spithridates so 
resented what he considered as a disgracing insult, that oh the follo wing 

might he left the arm3’', and led away the Paphlagoniafts with hirn. 
Going to Sardis, he surrendered himself w'ith them, to Arireus, in whom, 
as having himeelf borne arms against the king, they expected the rea- 

«• 12» dier disposition to excuse their desertion. No event, during his com
mand in Asia, gave Agesilaus so much uneasiness.

The hope’ of an acquisition, however, that, would much more than, 
compensate the loss fhus sustained, about the same time presented itself. 
Apollophanes, a Greek of Cyzicus, who had been long connected by 
hospitality Avith Pharnabazus, was, at this time living as a guest with 
Agesilaus. He proposed to negotiate an interview bet-vveen the satrap

g. 13.‘ ' and the Lacedsetnonian king, and he succeeded. A  place was appointed

in
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in the open air. Agesilaus, attended hy his thirty Spartans, arrived 

, first; and, finding some greensward,'all, with Spartan simplicity,, seated 
themselves on it. .presently Pharnabaziis caine, gorgeously habited, 
and attende'd by a numerous train, who proceeded sedLilously to spread 
fine carpets .and place soft cushions, after the Persian fashion. The 
sight of the Spartan king struck him with a generous shame : he ordered 
away all the*apparatus of luxury, and, in emulation of the simplicity 
which he admired, wpuld'seat himself on .the ground. The ciistomary  ̂
-salutation having passed, Pharnabazus offered his right hand, which 
Ageailaus with his. right hand received; after which the satrap, as the 
elder, says the historian, hpgan the conference. Mentioning the alli
ance ftp formerly had with Lacedsemon, and the important services he had 1.4. c. i 
rendered that state in the war with Athens, he proceeded to say, ‘ .None 
‘ could accuse him of doubledealing, like Tissaphernes : yet his recom- 
‘ pence was the destruction.of Ms property, with such distress to himself 
 ̂ that he could not command a supper from his own estate, unless, like.,
 ̂ tlje dogs, hp cpnld pich up afty crumbs left by the Greeks. I f  then,’ he 

added, ‘ I am ignorant of what is just and sacred, I  wish you to teach 
‘ me liow this can be ccnsistent with generosity and gratitude.’ ' '

Tlie Thirty felt the reproach** in respectful silence. Agesilaus, after s. 15. 
some pause, answered; ‘ Nothing is better known, among the customs ^
‘ o f the Greefcs, than the sacred respect in Avhich the laws of hospita**

lity are held : yet, when war arises hetwegn Grecian states, our obli-t 
‘ gation to our country so supersedes what we owe to any individual,.
 ̂ that we hold it a duty even to kill, jf we meet them in battle, those 
‘ to whom we are pledged in hospitality. Instantly therefore as the 
‘  pF Persi^ became the epemy pjf our country, the duty became 
‘ mippsed^ppon ns to treat as enemies whoever owns allegiaEuce to him*
‘ With regard to yourself, as an individual, there is nothing we should 
‘ move value than yopp friendship; hat the means of our possessing 5t 
‘ rest not wRh hut with jo u . Far he it from me to prppose to you 

. ‘ the change of ''subjection tg Perdi3- for subjection to Greece. Better 
 ̂ things are before you : to own no subjection, to worship no master.

This interpretation of Xenophon’s words, in’the Hellenics, is warranted by Plutarch, - 
in his life of Agesilaijs, y.S. p, 1100. ed: H. Stepb.

Vom l l L  ' ~ N  N * Nor
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. * Nor is* it freedom with indigence (tho I  esteem freedom beyond 
• ‘ all riches) that I would recommend,* but, on the contrary, to hold 
‘ your present large and rich command in independency; and, forming 
‘ alliance with us, to make additions to i i  by conquest, not tO increase 
 ̂ the'king’s but your own doriiinion.’

Pharnabazus replied : ‘ I will answer you candidly. I do not reckon 
‘ myself so bound to .Ai’taxerxes, but that, were he to supersede me 
‘ in the command I hold Under him, and require me to obey another,
‘ 1 might be induced to renounce my subjection, to him, and become 
‘ your ally. But while he continues to'trust me, you may depend 
‘ upon it (and all men o f honor I am confident will approve my con- 
‘ duct) I shall continue to defend the charge committed to me to the
* utmost of my ability.’ Struck with the satrap’s generous frankness, 
Agesilaus took his hand and said, ‘ With those noble sentiments .̂mufch 
‘ I wish you could become our fi iend." O f this however be assure#;
* my army shall quit your territory without delay ; and trhile the war 
‘ lasts, if  there is another object for our afms, you and yours shall

remain unmolested.’ . ,
The conference here ending, Pharnabazus mounted his horse. As he 

rode away, his son, running to Agesilaus, said ,̂ ‘ I pledge myself in 
‘ hospitality'to youi’ * ‘ I acc êjlt the pledge,’ answered the king. 
‘ Remember then,’ replied the yoiitb, and presented a finely’-wrought 
javelin. Looking around-for something to return, Agesilaus observed 
furniture, of singular elegance, on a horse o f one o f his attend ants. 
This he directed to be put upon the youth’s horse, wko immediately 
mounted and pursued his father.

Such, equally among Persians and Greeks, were relics yet existing 
o-f the inanfiers of the heroicaigesv • The'progress of civilization and 
government indeed had pot, among either people, superseded the need' 
of the antient hospitality* N ot long after, in the absence of Pharna
bazus, his brother usurped for a time the satrapy; 'aod his son, com
pelled to seek safety in flight, passing into Greece, was very kindly 

, entertained by Agesilaus. ' ' . ' .
9, 20. In conformity to his word given, Agesilaus immediately led his army

out .of Bitbynia, where, hovr'ever, according to his first purpose, he" 
11 : had-.

s* IS*
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had subsisted it nearly through the winter, at the satrap’s expence.
'  Moving westward, he incamped in the vale o f Thebe; and, spring now B. C. 3 9 9 . 

approaching he sent requisitions for new levies, from all the Grecian 
settlements, to join him there. At the head of a very-powerful arrriy, 
he proposed then to direct his march eastward, beyond the" satrapids 
both o f Tithraustes and of Pharnabazus. fie  had seen by how loose a 
tie the, distant members o f the empire were connected with the govern
ment in the capital. He knew, by the most unequivocal proof, from 

_ the return of the Cyreian Greeks, how weak the empire was, even at 
its center: he had already proved the superiority of his military force 
to ai^tbing likely to be opposed to him; and he concluded, that the 
counw ^ in whatever extent he could put it behind him, would be, if  
not^conquered for Lacedtemon or for Greece, yet effectually separated 
froiiNPersia. '

Je Tt x*E v'lrifpamev, Xen, Hel. 
1.4, c. 1. S.20. The first words of the same 
■ chapter mention the preceding autumn. Yet 
Dbdwell has chosen to conclude his account, 
of the year E. C. 394,. with the assertion— 
Ver ergo illud, cujus mentio apud Xeu. in 
Asia non vidit AgCsilaus. Dodwell'a fond-,' 
ness for investigation and disquisition seems 
to have led him to ‘give more than a Just at~ 
tention, upon some occasions, to authors 
whom, on others, he'reviles in very unqua
lified terms; and, at the same time, rather 
arrogantly to contradict the able cotempo

rary historian, whd cannot but have known 
whether it was spring or autumn, when he 
himself, accompanying Agesilaus, left Asia. 
But, in the necessity under which I find my
self to declare sometimes my dissatisfaction 
VPith Dodwell, I ddsire always to acknowlege 
high obligation,to trim; ’and, ifTsometimes 
leave, without complete correction, error* _ 
which'I have'thought it due from me to 
point outi I must, >for excuse, beg leave to 
refer to a former note, the 15th of the 24th, 
chapteri  ̂ ’ «

N Jf ?
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Affairs of G r e e c e , and.Transactions o f the G r e e k s  in A s i a , 

from the Establishment. o f the G e n -e b a i , C o n e e d b r a c t  

against LACEDAiMOJSTj to f;he T r e a t y  between L a c e d ®mow 

and P e r s i a -, and the Reestablishment o f the LACEDiE®0-
r •  ̂ ^

KiAK P o w e r  in G r e e c e , through the General- P e a Oe  

dictated in the K i n g  6f  P e r s i a 's Name, commohlj called 
the P e a c e  of A n t a e c i d a s . •

S E C T I O N  I.

Confederacy in Greece against mkacedcemon: RecalCof Agesilaus frs>m 
Asia:' Proposed invasion o f Paconia : Battle o f Corinth : March 
o f Agesilaus, to Greecê  - Summary view of the history of Cyprus: 
Bvagoras prince of Salami's: Connection of SalarAis with Athens, 
Combination in Asia against Lacedeemon: Fleet under Conori: 
Defeat of the Ladedxmonian Fleet near Cnidies. Victory of Age- 

- sildus near Coroneia: Successes of Pharnahazus and Conon, and 
downfall of the Lacedvemonian dominion in Asia.

B. C. S94. 
Ol. 96.3, 
Xen. 'Hel.

H ILE the LacedEemonian king 'wafe thus busied iU prieparatibn 
for'enterprize in Asia, seeming to give fair promise of conquest 

nfod̂  T i^  the most glorious, and a revolution among the greatest, known ija the‘ 
*.83. annals o f th e ‘world, a storm gathered within Greece, threatening to 

overwhelm Lacedsemon itself. The accession of Athens -to the 
Boeotian alliance was but the beginning o f a confederacy, more 
formidable than had yet been formed, o f Grecian powers against a 
Grecian power. Athens led Argos into it, and Argo’s Corinth, how, 
under sway of the democratical party, closely connected with Argos. 
The influence.of Athens andjCorinth together then ingaged Acar- 
nania, Ambracia, Leucadia, part of Thessaly, all Euboea, and the popu
lous towns of Chalcidice in Thrace. Body, and form, and means of

. energy,
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fenergyi were givfen to the confederacy by the establishment o f a cotr- 
gress>. o f dephties frottr every state," at Corinth Instead of allowihgj 
according to the old. system, the dangerous supremacy of any one 
republic, it seems to have been proposed that such a congress of depu
ties, from all, should regulate the> common concerns of the Greek 
nation. The ided was good, but the detail o f the plan was deficient.
A  combination of numerous republics, not inforced by some one power 
■ pervading the whole, but dependent^ upon the vaj^ing interests* o f 
parties in the moment prevailing in feacA was far too frail to be 
lasting? and, not committing even executive government to one 
personjs or one simply constituted council, its energy would be very 
uncertain^ It was nevertheless,, in the moment, highly'formidable to gen. Hfel.* 
Laced.mmon. The alarm was heightened by the rumors circulated', o f 1*4. c.2. s. 1. 
Persian money distributed amohg men of most influence in the hostile 
states, and the expectation, that,'while Persia was pressed by the 
Lacedgemonian arms,'that kind o f  assistance, which Persia could best 
give and the Greeks niost needed, would not he wanting to the new 
•confederacy. Not only the supremacy of Lacedsemon, so in appear
ance established over Greece by th  ̂ event of the Peloponnesian’' war, 
was pressingly threatened, but, by the connection o f two of the most 
powerful states of Peloponnesus itself with the hostile confederacy, 
even the security of Laconia was indangered. Nor had the superior 
■ abilities, which such a-crisis required, been anywhere Conspicuous in 
Sparta, since the loss o f Lysander. Those, who hpw directed, public 
affairs, tottered in their lofty situation; at the head of the politics d f '
Greece, where they should have held ,the balance of surrounding, 
mations, they were unable to hold that of their own commonwealth.
Feeling urgently the need of both support and guidance, they dispatched • 
a requisition for Agesilaus to rCturny with the utmost speed, to relieve 
his threatened country.

'-Diodorus here has a merit which I have 
pleasure in noticing. He has been fortunate 
in the selection of his author., whoever he 
•was, from -whom he has'given a clear tho 
succinct account of the forming of this coa- 
federacy, which Xenpphou’s Heifenics, evi-_

dently in many respects an unfinished work̂  
■ would not readily furnisbi and yet the ac
count of Diodorus not . only is in perfect 
consonance with. Xenophon’s, blvi, in almost 
every particular, Spuiewhere.confirmed by 
it. '

Agesilaus-
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Agesilaus wa*s injoying, in Asia, honors and power, and hope of 
.g’lorj'v such as had never fallen to the lot o f  any Gfeek. Added to the 
great authority of a Laced£emonian king in forein command, his popu
larity, among the Asiatic Grecian cities, was beyond anything before 
known; for, having-found them, says Xenophon, all miserably dis
tracted by parties, he composed the differences o f all, and established 
everywhere peace, and at least the present effect o f concord, without 
executions or expulsions. He was then at the head o f an army, such 
as no Greek had ever-commanded out o f  Greece; and he had before 
him a field, the most inviting that huniau ambition could easily imagine. 
Nothing tbei’efore could be more mortifying^ than tlie summons-to ^uit 
this splendid situation, with all the alluiing views attending, to return 
to the condition of a Lacedemonian king at home* under the imme
diate controll of the epbofs. It is implied, even by his paiiegyrist, 
that all his united patriotism and magnanimity were wanttsgi for the 
resolution to obey.. Immediately, however, assembling the allies, he 
explained his country’s and his own necessities, adding-assurances 
that he should never forget his obligations to the Asian Greeks; and 
thaty should the eveht in Europe be prosperous, he would not fail to 
return, and use his best ability in the piosecution of those measures, 
which might most conduce to their welfare. Affection for the chief 
whom they were going to lose, cooperating Avith the change from high 
hopes to the fear of a great reverse, tlireW the ‘assembly into tears. 
They proceeded however immediately to a unanimous vote, that suc
cours for Laced$mon, from all the Asian Greek cities, should attend 
Agesilaus into Europe; and that, should the hoped-for success follow, 
those troops should return under his command, to prosecute the war 
in Asia.

Two cares principally  ̂ ingaged Agesilaus, before his departure; Icf 
provide secunty for t|ie Asian Greeks in his absence, and to have a 
numerous and well-appointed army to lead into Greece. For the former 
purpose, naming Euxenus to preside, Avitb tlie title o f harmost, he 
placed a body of four thousand men under hiŝ  orders. With the latter > 
view, he proposed prizes for the cities which should furnish the best 
troops, and for commanders o f mercenaries, horse, heavy-armed, bow-

- men.
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men̂  and targeteerS, whose bfnds should be the best chosen, best 
appointed,, and,best disciplined. The prizes were mostly arms, elegantly 
wrought; but, for higher merit, or this .merit of those of higher rank, 
there werb'sorne golden crowiiV; and Xenophon mentions,it, as a large 
sum for the occasion, that the expence amounted to four talents, less 
than a thousand pounds .sterling. Three Lacedmrhonians, with one 
officer from each Asiatic city, were named forjudges; but the decision, 
or the declaration of it, was judiciously, referred to the arrival of the 
army in the Thracian Chersonese. ...

Unable as the leading men in the Lacedaemonian administration 
. were, either to conduct a war against the powerful confederacy formed* 
against them, or, upon any tolerable terms, to prevent it, the recall o f 
Agesilaus seems to have been a necessary measure. The army, assembled 
by their enemies, ŵ as such as had hot often been seen in wars within 
Greece. Argos furnished seven thousand heavy^-armed; Athenshad already 
recovered strength to send six thousand, and add six hundred horse; 
Boeotia, Corinth, Euboea, and LoctiSj made the whole of the army twenty-- 
four thousand heayy-armed,.with above fifteen bundEfdeayalry; towhich’ 
was added a large body- of the best figbt-armed o f Greece, Acarnanians, 
Ozolian Locrians, and MalianSt, 'The fighting-mcn of all descriptions' 
must have amounted to fifty thousand. The avowed purpose was to 
invade Laconia. ‘ The LaCedsemoni'an state,’ sâ d̂  the C orin th ian -7, 
Timolaus, in a debate on the plan of operations, ‘ resembles a river, s.-fJ.. 
‘ which, near the'source, is easily .forded-; but the farther it fiows,
‘ other streams joining, the depth and power qf the current increases.
‘ Thus the Laeedsemonians aivyays march from home with their own 
‘ troops only ;, but as theyproceed,. being reinforced from other cities;.
‘ their army swells and grows formidable. . I hold it therefore advise- 
‘ able to attack them, if  possible, in Lacedmmoa itself; otherwise, thC’
‘ nearer to Lacedsemon the better,’
. Against so powerful a league, the allieŝ  whom^the Lacedmnibnians- 

could BOW command, wete principally from the smaller Grecian eitieS,. 
and ixone' beyond Peloponnesux. Marching themse^Ves' six thousand! 
foot and six hundred horse, and being joined by the Mantiheians-and sj 
Tegeans, whose numbers are not reported, they were farther reinforced' 
by no more' than seven thousand five hundred heavy-armed^, from EpU

daurusjv
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daurus,. Hermione, Trgezefl, Sicypn, Ac^iaia, and Eleia. Aristodemus, 
o f the blood royal, commanded, as regent, for the king, Agesipolis, 
yet a boy. ;

Ciremnstances commonly occur to render confederate armies fess 
efficacious, in proportion to their strength, than those under a single 
authority. A  dispute about the command-in-chief, with some difference 
of opinion about their order of battle, some o f the generals, being fof 
deeper, others for more extended phalanges, gave opportunity for the 
Lacedremonians to collect their forces, and march far beyond thek own 
frontier, so as to meet the enemy near Corinth, In the account o f the 
preparatory sacrifices, there dmps from Xenophon a remarkable con» 
fession, that those ceremonies were sometimes engines o f policy. While 
the Boeotians, he says, held the left of their arhiy, they were in no 
haste to ingage; but, as soon as they had prevailed to have their situa
tion in the line changed, so that the Athenians would be opposed tO 
the Lacedaemonians, and themselves to the Achaians, then they declared 
that the symptoms pf the;victims were favorable. - They saved them« 
selves perhaps some slaughter/by this disingCnwous artifice. In  the 
battle which insued, the Achaians fled, and all the allies of Lacedmraon 
equally yielded to those opposed to-them. But the Athenians were 
defeated with considerable slaughter; and the superior discipline of the 
Lacedaemonians so prevailed against superior numbsrs, that, with the 
loss of only eight o f their own body, they remained finally masters o f 
the field; in V'hich, i f  we may trust Xenophon’s panegyric o f Agesilaus, 
for what he has omitted to state in,hia general history, no less than ten 
thousand of the confederate army fell. Probably however, tho tiiC 
Lacedaemonians themselves suffered little, their allies suffered much; 
for the victory seems to have been Httle farther decisive than to prevent 
the invasion of Peloponnesus. - -

Meanwhile Agesilaus was hastening his march from Asia, He crossed 
the Hellespont about the middle of July. A t Amphipoh's he met Her- 
cyllidas, who had been sent tO inform him o f the victory obtained neat 
Corinth. Immediately he forwarded that able and: popular officer into 
Asia, to communicate the grateful news among the Grecian.cities there, 
and to prepare them for his early return, o f which now there seemed 
fair promise.

Through
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Throiigli Tlirace andAiacedonia,* tlie country was friendly, dr feared' 
to avow hostiUty. Thessaly, inimically disposed, and powerful through , 
population and wealth, resulting from the natural productiveness o f 
the soilj was however too ill-governed, to give any.systeinatical oppd- 

. sition. The defiles of the mountains against Macedonia, where a small 
force might efficaciously oppose a large one, seem to have been jeft 
open. But the influence of the principal towns, Larissa, Cranone, Sco- Xen. Heh 
tusa, and Pharsalus, in elose aliiauce with the Boeotians, decided the 
rest, and, as the Lacedsemonian army crossed the plain, a body of 
horse, raised from the whole province, infested the march. It was 
singularly gratifying to Agesilaus, that, 'with his horse, promiscuously 
collected, and- intirely. formed by himself, supporting it judiciously 
with his infantry, he defeated and dispersed,Ahe Thessalian, the m ost-a. 3,4. 
celebrated cavalry of Greece. '

On the day after tliis success, lie’ reached tlle highlands of phtbia; 
and thence the country was friendly, quite to the .borders 'of Boeotia.
But there news met him, unwelcome for the public, unwelcome on his 
private account, and such as instantly almost to blot out his once bright 
prospect, which, as the historian, his friend and the companion of 
his march, shows, he had thus far been fondly cherishing, of cofiquCst 
in Asia, and glory over the world. While the misconduct of the Lace- 
djemonian administration had excited a confederacy -within Greece, 
which proposed to overwhelm Lacedasingn b y superiority of landforce, 
and; with that view, to carry war directly into Laconia  ̂ a liojstile 
navy had arisen in another quarter, powerful enough to have already 
deprived her, by one blow, o f her liew dominion of the sea. The train 
of circumstances which had produced this event, tho memorials fail 
for a complete investigation o f it, will require some attention. . .

We have seen Cyprus, at a very early age, from a Phenician, become Ch- s, s. 2.' 

a Grecian iland, and Salamis the'first Grecian city founded there. We 
• have then observed the Cyprian Greeks yielding to the Persian power, Ch. s. 2. , 

which the greatest kingdoms arouncLthem had been resisting in vain; 
and yet, not long after, a petty prince of Salamis, incited by the revolt 
of the«Greeks of Asia Minor, and incouraged by the advantage of Ch. 7 --s,2. 

insular situation' and the inexperience of the Persians in maritime >
VoL. III. O o  affairs,
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affairs, rebelling against the Rersian dominion, and extending his autho
rity over altnost all Cyprus. With the reduction o f the Asian Greeks, 
howeverV Cyprus fell again under Persian so-veteinty; and then probably 
the Phenician interest in the iland would receive countenance, in 
opposition to the Greek. Nevertheless a Grecian prince of Salamis 
sent his tributary squadrdn to swell the immense armament o f Xerxes, 
intended for the conque$t of Europe; and his brother was among the 
prisoners ttiade by the confederated Greeks, in their first action with 
the Persian fleet. '

The ruin of the marine, the inertness of the court, and the distrac
tion in the councils o f Persia, M'hich followed, would afford opportunity 
and temptation for the Cypriots, beyond other subjects of the empire, 
again to-revolt; and the;Persian, and the'Greek, and the Phenician, 
and the tyrannic, and the oligarchal, and' the democratical interests in 

. the iland,. would be likely to fall into various contest. Such, as far as 
jnay be gathered, was the state of things which first invited Athenian 

Ch. 12. s. 2.. ambition to direct its view to Cypfus; when the Athenian navy, rising 
on the ruins of the Persian, was extending dominion for Athens on all 
sides, under the first administration of Pericles. This view, quickly 
diverted to Other objects, was, however, after a change in the Athenian 
administration, resumed; and Cimon, as we have seen, died in command 
in Cyprus. , The qiolicy of Athens would o f course propose to hold 
dominion, there as elsewhere,, through support given to the demoera- 
tical interest. • But, after the death of Cimon, wars in Greece sot 
ingaged the Athenian government, as to prevent the extension o f any 
considerable exertion to such a distance; and the Cyprian cities were 
mostly governed by their several princes or tyrants *, under the para- 

, mouut soyereint^ of Persia.
The liberal policy however Of the Persian government did not yet 

deny princely honors and power, in small dominions within its empire, 
even to Greeks. Toward the beginniilg ̂  o f the Peloponnesian war, a

S. 4.

* Kar* woXsij hv^amiSrlo si KvTTfiot'. Strab. cumstanee,. mentioned by Isocrates, that it
1.14. p. 684. . was beforb the birth of Evagoras, afterward

* The time is so far, decided by the cir., prince of Salamis. Isocr.Evag. p'.2S2. t. 2.

Greek
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Greek was xeignirig in Satamis. Rut the inhabitants o f that city beiijg 
a’mixed people, opportunity was open for the ambition of Phenicians, 
who would be not nnlikely to win favor with the satraps, or eveii with 
the court, against the Greeks. A  Tyrian thus finding means to ex pel the 
Grecian prince, obtained the patronage Of the Persian gOv.erOment in 
the dominion which he seized, After some years however a conspiracy, 
among his own people, ended his reign and life together, His successor, 
also a Tyrian, proposed to secure hiinself by the severities common in 
such revolutions. Numbers were banished, or fled to avoid greater 
evjl j and the Tyrian’s oppression was such thatalarge proportion, even 
of the Phenician citizens, became adverse to Riih. Ainong the fugitive 
Greeks was Evagoras, a youth who claimed descent from the antient 
princes o f Salamis, o f the race o f Teucer. Informed of the state of 
things, this young man formed the hold resolution, with only about 
fifty fellow-sufferers in exile, devoted to bis cause, to attempt the 
recovery o f what he claimed as his paternal principality, Frofti Soli in isocr. Evag. 
Cilicia, their place of refuge, they passed to the C|priaJi shore, and 
proceeded to Salamis by night. Knowing the place well, "they forced 
a small gate, probably as in peace  ̂ unguarded, marched directly  ̂to ' 
the palace, and, after a severe conflict, overcoming the tyrant’s guanl, 
while the people mostly kept aloof th ^  remained masters o f the city, 
and Evagoras assumed; the sovereinty.

This little revolution, in  a distant iland, became, through a chain of 
events out of all human foresight, a principal source of great revolu
tions in Greece. How Evagoras obtained the favor or obviated the 
resentment o f Persia,- whether he was ever acknoWleged by the court; 
or hy what satrap, careless o f the ‘administration r>f the heid <>f the 
empire, he may have been patronized, we have no information. His 
character has been transmitted, in elegant panegyric, as" among the Isocr. Evag." 
most perfect known to history, but of his conduct little remains recorded.
Evidently however his situation, in his new eminence, was precarious.
Protection from the Persian cOurt to its most faithful, or even its most 
favorite, distant vassals, was jittleto be depended upon. The welfare of 
a prince of Salamis must rest oh his own energies, accommodated to 
circumstances more immediately about him; in his own city, in the

O O a other
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other cities of his iland> iri the nearest satrapies^of the < ônlinent, and 
in the more powerful republics 6f the nation o f  which be boasted to be, 
aiid of which his city was a colony.

In this state of things it rvas a great advantage, for Evagoras, that 
friendly communication was of standing b^ybnd memory between his 
city and Athens ;* whether maintained from the original founding of 
the colony, or produced by the necessities .or advantages o f commerce, 
and only assisted by the idea of fellowship in blood between the people. 
The facility however for supplies o f corn which Cyprus could furnish 
was a benefit, resulting from alliance with its principal city, to which the 
Athenian Many-would readily attribute value j and, on the other bandj 
alliance with the most powerful maritime state o f the age was highly 
important for Evagoras. Hence an extraordinary intimacy grew be
tween the Athenian democracy and the tyrant ofiSalamis (for that was 
the title Ĥ̂ ich Evagoras commonly bore among the Greeks) insomuch 
that the tyrant Was associated among the Athenian citizens A Never
theless while his able policy iriahled him to hold the favor o f the 
Athenian Many, he did not scruple to cheri-sh tliose of their best citizens 
whom they expelled from their community. , Exiles, from any part of 
Greece, but especially from Athens, bringing character and means of 
livelihood, or talents which might mahe them worth their livelihood, 
found certain favor at Salamis. So it appears from Isocrates ,• and we 
have corresponding testimony from AttdocideS '̂ the Companion in youth 
of Alcibiades, who experienced himself in banishment the .friendly 
hospitality of Evagoras.- ■

Sucli nearly is the amount of what may be gathered concerning the 
state of the Salaminian principality, when, in the ruin of Athens, 
impending from the, defeat of Aigospotamij Cunotr fled thither wdth , 
eight triremes, saved from the general-destruction of the fleet. Conon 
had previous acquaintance with Evagoras; and'^eight triremes at his, 
orders, equipped and ably manned, would inahle him, in seeking refuge,

* It is remarkable enough that Isocrates, Tpfctmii avrh rhi !rAet/( ttarervî tv, and pre-■ 
living under a democracy, and the eulogist sently after, that he required it righteously,
of democracy, mentions it, to (he praise of • xT»(r«fc«Ki!
Evagoras, that he acquired the TTBAifiirT, v,,.

•to
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to offer important service. Nor were naval force and military science 
all that he carried with him : versed in political business, he was more
over practised in communication with Persian satraps ; whence he was 
peculiarly qualified for a service perhaps*beyond all othefs important to 
Evagoras. Congenial* character then and-mutual need produced that 
friendship between Evagoras and Conoli, whicft Isocrates has celebrated.
The Athenian refugee became-the most confidential minister of the 
Cyprian prince, or rather his associate in enterprize. Undertaking 
negotiation with Pharnabazus, he conciliated that satrap’s friendship 
for Evagoras; which -so availed him that he would procure without 
resentment from the court, or opposition from other sdtijaps, to add 
several towns of his iland to his dominion. Some .he gained by-nego
tiation and the credit of his Juist administration ; hut against some he 
nsed arms. Meanwhile he greatly improved-the city of Salamis itself: 
forming a port and wharfs; -inviting commerce and population, and , 
providing security by new fortifications. To his territory at the same 
time he gave increased value by incouragement to cultivation, and he 
added to the public strength by building ships of -war, and establishing 
discipline among his people b . -

While Agesilaus was tlueatening the conquest of .Asia, and Pharna
bazus, having obtained, in a manner frOm his generosity and mercy, a 
respite from the pressure upon himself, was nevertheless apprehensive 
that )iis satrapy, separated from the body of the empire, might become 
dependent upon the Lacedasmoriiatt commonwealth, Coiion suggested isocr. Evag, 
that the progress of the Lacedaemonian arms, which seemed irresistible 
by laud, would be most readily and effcaciously checked by a diversion 
by sea. A  considerable fleet o f P’henician ships was at the satrap’s

* Nepos and Diodorus report that Couon 
-went to the Persian court, where he ma
naged negotiation with great ability and suc
cess, according to one, for Pharnabazus, 
according to the other, far Evagoras.' Whe
ther tliose writers have taken some loose 
expressions of earlier authors concerning 
negdtiation with Persia, aS indicating that 
Conoh went to the residence of the.great

king, Babylon or Susa, the otmssion of both 
the Cotemporary historian, and the cotem- 
pofary orator, the panegyrist of Evagoras 
and Cojtton to make any mention of so re
markable and important a fact, can-hot but 
.excite at lehst a doubt if Conon went any 
further to negotiate- than the court of the 
satrap ftiarhabazu's.

orders:
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orders: Evago'ras fead a fleet whicli might codperatg with i t ; the Athe- 
niaii interest, stitt considerable itt the iland ani  ̂Asiatic G reci^  cities, 
would favoT the pUTpose; and Conbn himself had Sonsideration among 
those cities, and especially amdng their seamen, Even before Agesilaus 
left Asia, a project, founded on these suggestions, seems to have beeii 
in forwardness. Soon after his departure, through the com bing exer
tions o f PharnabaWs, Evagoras and Gonon, alfleet v e ij  superior to the 
Lacedaemonian was assembled 5 and the generous Pharnabazus formed 
the resolution, extraordinary for a Persian satrap, to take the nominal 
command in person, having the good sense apparently to leave the 
efiective^command to the superior abilities and experience of Conon. 
Near Cnidus they ^11 in with thevLacedsemoman fleet, and the brave 
but inexperienced Peisahder, bfOther-in-laW o f Agesilaus, vrould not 
avoid a battle. Conon and Evagoras led the Grecian force against hiin: 
pharnabazus took the particular command of the Phenician, forming a 
second line. The Grecian force ialone, according to report, tho Xeno
phon does not speak of it as certain outnumbered the L^edgemouian 
fleet. The allies in theleft of the LacedECmonian line, alarrued at the 
view of the enenjy’s great superiority, presently fled. Peisander was 
then quickly overpowered. His galley being driven on the Chidian 
shore, the crew mostly escaped 5 hut, refusing himself to quit his ship; 
he’was killed aboard. The victory of Conon w ŝ complete: according 
to Diodorus fifty ships were taken ~

Such was the disastrous event, the news of which met Agesilaus on 
his arrival .on the confines of Rceolia. The first information struck 
him with extreme anguish and dejection. ‘Presently however the con
sideration occurring, how disadvantageous, ifi the existing circum-

• According to Diodorus, the whole force 
under Pharnabazus, Dvagoras, and Conon, 
little exceeded , ninety triremes, and tto 
Laced»monian fleet vras of eight,y-five. We 
commonly, find cotemporary, and especially 
military writers speaking with most difij- 
denee'of the strength Of armies, and even of 
the strength of fleets, which is far more 
easily ascertained, ■

 ̂ Diodorus, or perhaps ratlter his tran
scriber, calls the Lacedaemonian commander 
Periaychus. Xenophoiiyas tod much in the 
way of things to be misinformed of the com
mander’s name on so remarkahle an occa
sion, and the correctness of his transcriber 
is confirmed by Our copies of Plutarch. Vit. 
AgesiL p. 1102. t,2. H. Ste.ph.,

stances,
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stances  ̂ the qommu»ication of it might Jbe, he had cpmffland enough 
of himself to check all ajipearance of his feelings. His arttiy consisted 
mostly of volunteers, attached indeed to his character, but more to his 
godd fortune; and bound,;as by no necessity, so by no very firm prih- 
ciple, to partake in expected distress. With such an army be was to. 
meet,' within a few days, the .combined forces o f one of the most 
powerful confederacies ever formed in Greece. • To support, or, i f  pos
sible, raise, the confidence and zeal o f  his troops, tho by a device whose 
efficacy would be o f short duration, might be o f great importance. He 
therefore directed report to be*authoritalively circulated, that Peisander 
had gained a complete victory, tho at the expence o f his life; and, to 
give i|̂ anction to the story, he caused the cereraiony of the evangelian 
sacrifice to be performed, and distributed the offered oxen among bhc: 
soldiers. ‘ ,

Resuming then his inarch, in the vale of Coroneia he met the confe
derate army, consisting o f the flower pf the Boeotian, Athenian, Argian, 
Corinthian, Euboean, Locrian, and .Enian forces, - Expecting this g, s. 
formidable assemblage, he had been attentive to acquire such .addition 
to his own strength as opportunity offered, for. He had gained some 
from the Grecian towns on his march through Thrace, On the Boeotian 
border,, he was joined by the strength n f Phocis, and df the Boeotian 
Orchomenus, always inimical t0  Thebes, with a Lacedmmpnian mhra 
sent from Peloponnesus purposely to reinforce him, and half am ora 
which had been in garrison in Orchomenus, The numbers of tbe tWo 
armies were thus nearly equal: but the Asiatic Grecian troops, which 
made a large part o f that under AgCsilaus; were reckoned very inferior 
to th,e European. It was in the.'spirit of the institutions of Lycurgus, 
that Agesilaus, otherwise simple, even as a Spartan, in his dress and 
manner, paid much attention td ‘ the pomp and circumstaiice o f war,’ 
as our great dramatic poet phrases i t ;  aware how niucb it attaches the 
general niindj gives the soldier to be satisfied with himself, and binds 
his fancy,to the service he is ingaged in. Scarlet of crimsGli appear  ̂to 
have been a common uniform o f the Greeks, and the army of Agesilaus 
appeared, in Xenophon’s phrase, all brass and scarlet. , - ' 

According .to the usual manner o f war among the Greeks, when the 
1 armies

Xen.'Ages; 
C.2. S' 9- ^  

10.

    
 



8̂3.

Xen. Hel. 
1.4. C.3. s. 9, 
10.

s. 11.

Cli. l6. s. 3. 
of this Hist.

Xen. Hel. 
1 . 3 .  C . 4 .
s. 12.

H I S . T O R Y  O F  G R E E C E .  Chap. X X V.

armies approached, a battle soon folloired. Both quitted advantageous 
ground; Agesilaus moving from the bank o f the Cephissus, and the 
confederates from the roots of Helicon, to meet in a plain. Perfect 
silence was observed by both armies, till within nearly a furlong of 
each other, when the confederates gave the military shout, and advanced 
running. At a somewhat smaller distance the opposite army ran to 
meet the charge. The Lacedaemonians, on its right, where Agesilaus 
took post, instantly overthrew the Argians on the left o f the confederate 
army, who, scarcely waiting the assault, fled toward Helicon.* The 
Cyreians supported in Greece the reputation they had,acquired in Asia, 
and were so emulated by the lonians, lEolians, and Hellespontines, 
from whom less w'as expected, that, all coming to push of spear toggther, 
they compelled the center of the confederate army to retreat., The 
victory seemed so decided, that some o f the Asiatics were for paying 
Agesilaus the usual compliment of crowning on the occasion; when 
information ŷ as brought him, that the Thebans had routed the Orcho- 
menians, .who held the extreme of his left wing, and had penetrated to 
the baggage. Immediately changing his front, he proceeded toward 
them. The Thebans perceived they were cut off .from their allies, who 
had already fled far from the field. It was a common practice of* the 
Thebans to charge in column, directing their assault, not against the 
whole, but a chosen point of the enemy’s line. Thus they had gained 
the battle of Delium against the Athenians, in the eiglith year o f the 
Peloponnesian war. To such a formation their able leaders had recourse 
now; resolving upon the bold attempt to pierce the line of the con  ̂
quering Lacedsemonians ; not any longer with the hope of victory, but 
with the view to join their defeated allies in retreat. Xenophon praises 
the bravery, evidently not without meaning some reflection op. the 
judgement of Agesilaus, who chose to ingage them, he says, front to 
front, when, if  he had opened his line and given them passage,’ their 
flanks and rear would have been exposed to him®. A most fierce con
flict insued. Shield, pressed against shield, stroke was returned for 
stroke j amid W'ounds and death no clamor was heard; neither says the

• So even in his Agesilaus c c,2. s. 12.
historian
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historian who accompanie<I the-Spartan king, was there complete silence, 
for the mutterings of rage were mixed with, the tlin of weapons^ The 
perseverance, the' discipline, and the skill in' arms of the Thebans were 
snch, and such the force of their solid column, that, after many had 
fellen, . a paft,a*ctually pierced the Lacedasmontan line; and reached the 
highlands of Helicon; bat the greater part, compeiied tn retreat, were 
mostly put to the sword.* ■
- In  th is obstinate action  Agesilans was severely wounded. H is  a t-  

-tendants were bearing, him  from  the field, rvhen a pai-ty o f  horse came 

to  ask orders concern ing about e ig h ty  Thebans, w ho, w ith  their amts, 

had reached a temple, h lih d fu l, amid his suffering, o f, respect due to  

the de ity , h e  com m anded tha t lib erty  should be granted them to  pass 

unhurt, w h ithersoever they pleased. In  the philosopher historian’s-raan- 

ner o f  re la tin g  this anecclote.is im plied, that arnong the Greeks, in sucl^ 

c ircu m stances,'revenge would have prom pted an ord inary m in d ; and, 

even  in  Agesilau's,’ the generous action-is attributed , n o t t o  hum anity 

but to  su perstition ; n o t to  an op in ion  o f  th e*d e ity ’s regard fo r  naerc j 

and ch a rity  am ong men, but to  the fear, unless i t  Avere . rather the 

d-esire o f  in cu lca tin g  the fear, o f  h is resentm ent fo r  any want *of 

respectfu l a tten tion  to  himaelf. W h en  pursuit ended> the y ic to rio fis  

a rm y an x iou s ly  em ployed its e lf  in  d ra gg in g  th e  enem y’s ;slain w ith in  

its ow n  l in e s : a rem aikable testim ony, from  th e  same great writer, to  

the p revalence still, in  a degree that may surprize us, o f  that barbarism  

in  Avar, w h ich  in  H om er’s description  is strik ing, tho  in  his age-less a 

m atter fo r  Avonder. , '  ,

N e x t  m orn ing  early, the troops Avere oi'dered t o  pafade Avith arms, a ll 

w earing chaplets. Agesilaus h im se lf being unable to  attend, the.pb le- 

inarC G y lis  com m anded at th e  cerem ony e f  T a ilin g  the trop h y ; wh ich  

Atas perform ed w ith  a ll the m usic o f  the arm y p lay ing, and every  c ir

cum stance o f  pomp, tha t m igh t m ost inspire, am on g the so ld iery ,a lacrity  

and self-satisfaction. W h y  then no measures AVere taken to p ro fit from  

tile  advantages, Avhich v ic to ry  apparently - should have la id  open, ’ is

Xen.Hel. 
1.3. C.4. 
6.13.

Xen. Age»i 
c. 2t s. 15.'

Xen. He!.
e. 3. 

s._ 14.

* It is impliecf in the account of Xfeho- self. Plutarch exprfessly says that he. Was 
phon, that.he was present, tho, perhaps,for in the action— <i«Te5,-rf Ayr,iTt\(ia <rvfa~' 

political reasons, he avoids speaking of him- yutta-iiMiioi- Agesil. V,2. p. IIOS ■ r.
Von. HR P P '
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n o t shown. T h e  Thebaiis  sending, in  usual form , fo r ' perm ission 

to  bu ry  their dead, a truce . AVas gra iited  them , -eviden tly  fo r  a lo n ge r  

tim e  than, for th a t purpose: alone, cou id  be  Wanted. M ean w h ile .th e  

Lacedaemonian arm y w ith d rew  in to  P b o c is , a eou n try  fr ien d ly  o r  neu

tral, to  perform  a ceremony^ to- w h ich ' G re c ia n  -superstition indeed  

attached much im portance, th e  dedieatio-n o f  th e  tpnth o f  the spoiL 

co llec ted  b y  Ages ilau s in  h is A s ia t ic  com m and.* I t  amounted to  ahun-- 

dred ta len ts ; perhaps som eth ing m ore than  tw en ty  thoasand pounds. .

A f t e r  this second trium phal rite, th e  a rm y , com m itted to the orders, 

o f  G 'ylis, proceeded in to  the n e igh b orin g  hostile  province o f  O zo lian  

- Locri? ,. where, the o b je c t  h ow ever seems to  Have been little  m ore than, 

to  c o lle c t plunder, w h ic h  n cco rd in g  to  th e  G recian  mannei* m igh t 

serve the soldiers instead o f  pay . Corn , goods, whatever the rapacious 

h oop s  cou ld  find in the v illages, were ta.ken. , T h e  Locrians, unable to? 

p reven t the in ju ry , d id  nevertheless w hat th ey  best could to  reven ge  it. 

O ccu p y in g  the defiles rvhich, iu re tu rn ing  in to  Phocis, w ere necessarily 

to  be repassedj th ey  g a v e  such annoyance, that. Gylis, was provoked to- 

take th e  Gommapid o f  a  .select b od y  in  pursuit* o f  them. In ta n g led  

am ong th e  mountains; h e  was h im self k ille d , and the whole party woul<$ 

have been cn t off, h u t fof. th e  precau tioh  o f  tlje  officers le ft  w ith  the 

com m and o f  the main b od y , who, b rou gh t seasonable r e lie f  Agesilaus, 

c. 4. s;i. s till fro m  his wounds u n fit f o r  fatigue, pa,ssed b y  sea to  Lycon ia , and 

the arm y was d istribu ted  in qumters.

I f  any other w riter g a v e  any au thority  fo r  the supposition, w e  might, 

su 'specithat X en op h q n ’s accou nt o f  the battle  o f  C oroneia  was w ritten  

under th e  influence' o f  p a rlin lity  f o r  his fr ien d  and patron, and that the 

victojTy was less cam p lete  than he has described  i t  Y e t  w e  are n o t  

.w ithout in fo rm ation  o f  circumstances w h ich  m ay  have g iv en  occasion  

to  the lin e  o f  con d u ct w h ich  he pursued. T h e  de fea t o f  Cnidus pro

duced a g rea t and rap id .revo lu tion  in A s ia t ic  G reece. T h e  sm all Hands

Plu-£arch is warm- in zeal for the fame ‘more to his purpose unleis for some cir- 
of his fellowconntrynien the EceolaaM» yet cunjstanccs little, important, for which he 
he admits the victory of .agnsilaU8|̂ and in- quotes no authority, and which are of very 
deed it seems pretty evident- that he had no doubtful aspdCtiL : ^
account to follow. but Keiiophc)n’Sj(. O f none

' ' ' - ef
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o f Cos and Nisyra 6 beyed the first summons o f the victors. The news 
alone sufficed to diffuse instant ferment over the rich and populous 
hand of Chios. The demoCrati-cal party took arms ; the Lacedaemonian 
troops were expelled ,* and a ffiessage was sent to Conon, proposing a 
renewal of the old alliance with Athens. In Lesbos, the powerful.city 
of Mitylene, and* on the continent, Erythree, with the'still more 
important city of Ephesus, followed the example, Phamabaaius and 
Conon did not neglect inconrag-ement' to a disposition so favorable.
Coasting northward, they sent, as they passed, to the Greek cities, 
both of the continent and the hands, requiring that the Lacedasmonian 
governors should be ‘sent away, but propiising, at the Same tune, that 
no citadels should be fortified to awe them, nor any violence put upon 
their municipal government. The liberal characters of the Persian 
satrap and the Athenian admiral procuring credit to the promises, the 
•requisition was obeyed with alacrity; and the fabric of the Lacedge- 
monian empire, seemingly so established by the event-of the Pelopon
nesian war, and since so ejctended by the ability of the commanding 
officers in Asia, was in, large proportion almost instantly overthrown.
Most o f the principal officers, and many inferior men, in the numerous 

_ Asiatic troops under Agesilaus, would be deeply, interested in, this revo
lution. The prinerpaV sources o f pay for all would ceasef and hence 
the plain o f Goroneia seems to have been the last field of fame for the 
Cyreians, We find no mention o f them afterwards from Xenophon i 
apparent proof that their following fortunes were not brilliant, not such 
as he could have any satisfaction in reporting. Probably they dis
persed, some to their homek some to seek new service, and never more 
assembled. • ‘ . :

One superior man, Oereyllidas, preserved yet a lelic of the Lacedge* s. 4, 5. 
monian empire in Asia. He was in Abydus, wdieri .Pharnabazus and 
Conon passed along the coast ; and the Ahydenes, attached -by his 
popular manners,’ and confident in his integrity and ability, ŵ ere to be 
shaken neither by threats'nor promises. Ab}ffius became in consequence 
the refuge of the expelled governors and, their partizahs. Strength thu.S 
collected, and credit gained, ijiahled Dercyllidas .to prevent a meditated 
revolt in the neighboring city of bestus, on the, European shore. But

, jp n 2 he
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he could not preserve the 0 ther towns o f the Chersbncsej^̂  or give secn- 
rity to the fcolonistsj whio had settled in- that frurtful country under the 
authority of the iiacedcentoriian government. All were, compelled to 
abandon their lands  ̂jitid it ^ras.mnly within the W'alls of Sestus aUd 
Abydus that he could give present security to their persons and etfects,  ̂
with some faint hope of $■  settlement somewhere, afcfSbme future time, 
under Lacedremonian protection. The satrap and the Athenian admiral, 
endevored, by threats, by waste of lands, and by interception of 
'maritime commerce, to-bring- Abydus to submission; but winter ap
proaching, and the Abydenes continuing firm, they gave up the point, 
and directed-their attention to increase'their naval force for the opera
tions of the following spring-/

SEvCTiON ir.
Evils o f  the Grecian foUiicUl s^tem. Sedition o f Corinth. Singittaf 

. ' union o f Corinth A  fgos. '' Successes o f the Lacedcemonian general
Praxitqs, near Corinth.  ̂ -

T he event o f the Pelopbimesian war, which placed the LacedsemOnian, 
state decidedly at the head bf the affairs of Greece, gave also, in the 
moment, a decided superiority to the aristbcratical calise throughout 
the nation. But in the very establishment o f  that reign of aristocracy, 
-the materials of a new revolution seem to have been prepared. Almpst 
immediately the democratical.interest gained the superiority in Thebes^ 
where, for a long- course of years, it had been held in subjection. 
Silent, and unnoticed by historians, as that revolution in Thebes has 
been, it was neverthblesa the leading step, to some of the most im
portant occurrences in Grecian history. The establishment of. 4emn  ̂

. cracy there, g-ave the first; means for the restoration of dbinocragy^ 
which quickly followed, In Athens. Corinth had long been closely 
connected with Thebes; and.the growing jealousy of the Laccdwmo* 
nian power,, not only tightened the bonds of friendship, but led both 
states to a connection with Athens,,to which they had lately been such 
virulent enerale'S. Argos, always democratical. and the most antient,

- most
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most constant,' and most determined Qf the enemies'of Lacedsemon, 
had for those very reasons commonty been the ally o f Athens,'and 
had always held commuhication with the demOctaticarparties in Thebes 
and ^Corinth: So that, when Thebes atid Gorinth became democratical, 
the political connection o f Thebes,, Corinth, Athens, and Argos was, 
in a manner, already farmed. Thus, within a very short time after 
the triumph of the aristocratiear interest, which the event of the Pe
loponnesian war produced, ^dcmocracy was again approaching to pre- 
ponderancy among the Grecian republicsi •

We have , already had too many occasions to observe, that,' while 
Greece - afforded the 'most sublime instances o f  virtue in individuals,' 
extensive patriotism, political virtue pervading a people, was not more 
common there than elsewhere; but, on the contrary, political crimes, 
most atrocious crimes; abounded; the unavoidable consequences o f a 
political system, in which, through want of a just gradation of ranks, 
and amalgamation of interests, one portion of the people was, by poli
tical necessity, the enemy of another, and party-spirit was stimulated ■ 
by,those all-involving interests and dangers, which, allowed none either 
to chuse privacy, dr to he, in a public situation, assured of the ndxt 
day’s fate. Notwithstanding that weU-poizM constitution And equal 
law'-, or, in the expressive language of Greece, that eunomy o f  the 
Corinthian state, which Pindar has apparently,''with justice, celebmted,- pindar. ' 
Corinth was not secure against those- effects o f sedition  ̂ under which, ^
during ages of her OAvn prosperity, she had seen so many other Grecian of this Hist, 
cities suffering the'direst calamities. Indeed no Small state, the terri
tory of a single'city, can have the seburity o f  a large on6j like the .. 
modern Europgan kingdoms, against sedition Avitbin, any more than 
against war from without; In extensive temtdry,.distance gives leisure 
and opportunity for virtue and prudence,^in one part, to obviate the 
'measures of villainy or madness in another. But,- in -a small state, a 
spark'excited, if  not extinguished in a moment, will, in the next mo-' 
inent, involve all in flatne. Hence arose a supposed necessity, a most 
'unfortunate necessity bould it be re'al, for not only indulgence, Imtin- 
couragement, to ihdividdals to assume public justice i'nto their oWn.' 
hands, and*assassihatibn became dignified with the title of tyrannicide:

- a resource
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a resource in its nature so repugnant to a ll civil securityj that, i f  it be: 
allowed upon principle, any momentary’ good which it may possibly 
produce, cannot fail to be followed .by far greater and more lasting 
■ evil. ' ' ^

The Corinthian constitution, tho evidently one of the best o f Greece, 
i f  the ease o f its, subjects, and security o f person and property be the 
test of merit, neither excited the attention Of foreiners, like the Lace
daemonian, by its pointed singularities, npr w'̂ as blazoned, like the 
Athenian, through the superior talents o f its own historians and orators.; 
Corinth figured as an important member o f the Grecian political system  ̂
but its particular blstoiy littleingaged curiosity ; and thus we remain' 
uninformed of, what may have deserved to be known, the circumstances 
o f that revolution, by which the supreme power passed from the aris
tocracy, which had held it so long, and generally exercised it-So ably. 
It seems very soon to have followed the revolution of the same kind in 
Thebes; the particulars-of which are equally unknown to us. Possibly 
a general jealousy of Lacedsemon may .have forced the leading men to 
consent to a connection b f the republic with the democratical states of 
Argos, Thebes, and Athens; and theU that connection itself would 
tend to give the democratical party the superiority against them.

Events adverse for the public are always favorable for the party in 
opposition to the existing administration. The' defeat at Coroneia 
would shake the democratijcal leaders in Corinth. A  momentary relief 
would then come to them from the dismission o f the army of Agesilaus, 
which insued. But presently new diflScuIties oceurred.  ̂ Sicyon re
maining attached to Laced®mpn, a LacedmmOnian force was stationed 
there, with the double purpose!, of protecting the place and its territory, 
and keeping the war distant from Laconia. On the other hand, .pos
session of the isthmus being a great point for both parties, troops were 
tent from Athens, Boeotia, and Argos, to assist the Corinthians in hold** 
ing it. Thus the Gorinthian territory became the seat o f a winter war, 
which not a ,little pressed the. Corinthian people, while their allies were 

.quiet in their homes. Under these circumstances, it became easy for 
the aristocratical chiefs to persuadO the multitude that they had been 
misled; that their true interest Would have kept them sterfdy in their 

4 old

    
 



Sect., II. S D I T  I O N  0 F  C O R I N  T  H. 295

bid alliance, tlie alliance'‘of their forefathel's, with Lacedsstnon. Sucli 
is .the nature; of confederacies: each member, as it becomes pressed, 
grows regardless o f the common godd# and attentive qnly to its oav«i.

The democratical leaders were aware of their danger, and not seru- 
pulous about means of prevention. Xenophon, upon this Occasion, ' • 
does not spare his fellowcountrymen; be accuses , the Athenian admi
nistration, together with the Boeotian and Argian, o f being accomplices Xen. Hel. 
in the horrid plot̂  A  time appropriated to religious solemnity, when 3^4  d  
it is esteemed decent, says the historian, to ‘avoid the execution even 01. 9S. 3.'  ̂
of condemned malefactoi's, the last day o f  the Eucleian festival, was 
chosen for a massacre : because tbeuj all the people o f all ranks being ginning of 
assembled in places of public resort, the business might'be more readily 
and completely perforaied. A  signal was. given,, and, in tbe agora, _xen. Hel. 
the execution began. Many were put to death before they had the i-'T-c.4. s.,S. 
least apprehension of danger; some in circle conversing, some ingage<l 
with the spectacles o f the tlreater, , some even sitting in the office of 
judges. The rest fled to the nearest altars and images of the gods 
but the assailing party, regardless o f ithose saldtary laws o f supchslition,.
Avhiqh even philosophy would approvc,,as a check upon ruthless violence, 
killed^them even in the most sacred pluees; so that, amid the carnage, 
a scene o f impiety and scandal was exhibited, uncommon even in the * 
fury o f Greek sedition. . ' ■ ' -

Those who fell, in this massacre, were mostly eiders, of the pfincipal Xen. Hel.' 
families. Pasimelus, mil of the chiefs of the youthj having some sus- t 4. c.4s.«i 
pition of what was intended, had assembled the younger of dhe aristo- 
eratical party-in another, part of the city.. Shrprized there,by the out
cry, and presently farther alarmed by the sight of some flying toward 
them for refuge, all ran to the Acfocorinthus; and overthrowing a body 
of Argians, who, with a few CorinthianS„ opposed them, got possession* 
of the fortress. Fortune could scarcely have- given them a more de-* 
sfrable possession: yet an accident,, the mdst insigni%ant, induced them 
presently to abandon it. They were eonsnlting on measures to be takem -̂ 5.

Xenopton has by no. means clearly the qlue,. for the industribus acuteness of 
marked this date, irhe. mention of a. Co-. Dbtlwell,. in the investigation of it, 
liutbLan festival has principally furnisbect ' ,
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wBen, from a column,'nearllhem, the capital fell; and, the cause of 
the accident not being,obvious, i f  was taken for a portentous prodigy*, 
Reodurse was immediately had^fO'Saorifice; . and the augurs, from ob* 
servation of the entrails, declared it advisable to quit.the place. Foli- 
'tical wisdom evidently was not upon this o.ceal!onthe moving spring. 
A Themistocles, a Lysander, perhaps a Xenophon, would have prSved 
the augurs mistaken* KJtterly at a loss what to do and. where to go, 
the fugitives, obedient to the expounders pf occult science, hastened 
down the mountain. Without any other hope than to find safety in 
exile. Dismay had sp$d them beyond the Corinthian border, when 
the lamentations of their mothers, the persuasions o f their friends, and 
assurances of personal Safety, given upon oath by some of the chiefs 
o f  the democratical party, induced them to return'into the city, ,

The democratical leaders had now taken measures, which'they thought 
might sufiSce, without .more murder,'.to establish the interest of their 
party. They had united their state in one commonwealth with Argos; 
thrown down the boundaiy-stoaes which marked the separation of the 
territories, abolished the Corinthian assemblies and every characteristic 
o f ,a distinct government, annulled even the name of Corhithians^and 
declared by law, solemnly decreed andTroclaimed, that the two people 

• were thenceforward to he all Argians. This is a singular phenomenon 
in Grecian history. A.4eague between two cities, so close as to establish 
a kind of fraternity, we may have Observed elsewhere**: the removal 
o f the people of one town to estahlish .them a^citizens o f anothetv we" 
have also seen practised; but a union, such that one was lost in the 
other, or even that two should form but one State, with one republican' 
government common to both, has not before occurred. To judge of 
the merit of the plan, oiir'infoTmatiofi o f  particulars is too defective; 
‘nor have, we the opiriioti o f Xenophon delivered in a manner at all satis
factory. Justly indignant at the crimes of those who carried the 
measure, feeling perhaps for persons known to him, who perished by 
it, and not totally free from the prejudices of party, as a political

Such a leagu&, we learn, existed between between towns so far distant from each other. 
the neighborinĝ cities of Chalcis'ahd Eretria, as the Asiatic and tli& Italian-and Sicilian 
in Eubosa; and something of the same kind • Greek. ' - .

. ' .project,

    
 



Sect. i l  A F F A I R ' S  O F  C O .R T N T lH ;

|iroject lie lias -̂ iltogethei- slighted it; and it was too tfansitdty'tO- 
afford p-rodf .of'its merit in practice. ^  . . .

The returned fugitives found their persons indeed safe, but their 
condition" very mucl^ lowered. Their opponents held the soverein- 
power” ': they were themselves lost, in a city which, says the historian,- 
Vvas no longer Corinth but Argos. They were allowed the pfivileges 
df " Argian citizens, or rather they were obliged to become members of 
the Ai’gian commonwealth ; a privilege Avhich they were very far from 
desiring; for with it tliey found themselves of less consideration, in 
their altered country, than many foreiners. In the true spirit of Grecian 
patriotism, narrow but ardent, they thought life, continues the historian,  ̂
contemptible'upon such terms; and thejrresolved (for, tho frightened- 
by the falling of a stone, they were, brave men) that, at any risk, their 
country,- which had been! Corinth from earliest times, should still be 
Corinth In the true spirit df Grecian love of liberty, they resolved 
that Corinth should again be free. Personal freedom, as far as appears, 
themselves with all Govinthlan citizens injoyed; but Xenophon, swayed 
hy party-prejudice, seems to have thought, with them, that association; 
in civil rights, with the people o f another free commonwealth, was a ' 
freedom not to be indured. T o  purify the city from the pollution of 
murderers, another of their resolutions, would have been of less ques-> 
tionable rectitude; had the means by which they proposed to accomplish 
it been unexceptionable With all these ideas together, their minds 
were highly heated; insomuch that, in their doubt of being able to 
accomplish their purpose, they coul.d find gratification in the thought,' 
as the cotemporary historian assures us, that, ‘ should their best eU- 
■ devors fail; yet, in pursuit- o f the greatest blessings, they should
* obtain the most glorious o f deaths.

Tiius prepared for bold exertion, Pasimelus and Alcimenes, young Xen. Hel. 
men of the first'consideration in their party,'undertook to communicate

’*■ The expression of XenopSoH is remark- 
■ able, iJe reei 'rvpamwotltiif •F- i. and
the whole passage is in terms not to be ex
actly rendered'in-miodfem language.

XII,

x . -r, t. It is difficijlt, ,Uj 
rendering this passage in modem-language, 
to'avoid an air o f ridicule, -which however 

.Xenophon lias certainly not intended.

with
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with Praxitas, the Lacedismonian cammander at Sicyon. To avoid 
observation and inquiry from the guards at the gates, they made their, 
v/ay out' Of the city by a gully, the course of a winter torrent, which 
interrupted the continuity of the ivall; and they proposed to Praxitas 
to introduce a body of troops within that fortification, which, liko the 
famous long walls of Athens, secured the communication of Corinth 
with its port of LechEeum. For the execution of their purpose, they 
chose a night on which they were intrusted, by the existing adminis
tration of their country, with the guard of one of the gates of the, 
long walls. Praxitas, at the head of a Lacedamonian moia, with the 
whole strength of Sicyon and about a hundred and fifty Corinthian 
refugees, entered without opposition. Expecting'however to be quickly 
attacked by superior numbers, he set immediately to raise works, which 
might inable him to maintain his ground till reinforcement could reach 
him: for, on one side, Corinth was filled with a military people,, 
strengthened by a body of mercenaries; and, on the other, Lech®um. 
was held by a Boeotian,garrison ; nor was it doubted but the force 
of Argos, would hasten to relieve the new member of the ArgiaEb 
commonwealth. _ , . ,

That day, however, and the next, Praxitas held his, situation un
molested; but, on the following morning, a body of Argians being, 
arrived, Corinth poured out its force to attack him, W'e learn from 
Thucydides, that, in his time, the general reputation, of the Pelopon
nesian troops was superior to that of any .others known. This reputa- 
tjion, it appears, was not lost, when Cyrus raised Ijis army to-march 
against Artaxerxes. In the wars however which arose within Greece,, 
after the conclusion of that distinguished by the nanie of the Pelo
ponnesian, we find very great diiference among-the Peloponnesian 
troops; a difference which could arise only frohi the different attention 
given to military discipline and military exercises, and' the different 
TOanner in which such attention was inforced.by the political institu
tions of the'seveml. republics. The Sicyonians, long allies of Lace
daemon, and continually serving with the Lacedaemonian-’forces, could 
not want means to know the Lacedaemonian discipline ;, yet. their mili
tary >vas nevettfieless held in co-ntempt; and,, in the battle within the

‘ Ipng
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lon^ walls of Corinth, they proVed tlie justice of the general opinion.
Being attacked by the Argians, they yielded to the first onset; and, 
flying through their own intrenched camp, excepting those who fell by 
tihe swords of the pursuing enemy, they were stopped only by the sea. 
'Pasunachius, who commanded a small fi?rce of'Lacedaspionian cavalry, 
was Avitnessto this defeat. Either the nature of the ground , forbad,
‘or, through his ignorance of ,a service less cultivated by the Lacedse- 
mOnian?, he saw nO opportunity for bringing horse; into action; and 
'yet,' indignant at the defeat of his friends, he, resolved to: agt. Dis
mounting, he persuaded,’ for it seems he could not commafid,, ;spme pf 
his cavalry to follow him. The method of our dragoons not being 
within their-practice, they fastened their horses to some trees which 
happened t6 he near, and, the small shields they carried on horseback 
not being fit for ingaging. with heavy-arined.infantry, they supplied 
themselves with those of the slain and flying Sicyonians. Thus ac
coutred,' they marched against the Argians, who, seeing the Sicyoniaii 
mark, an ess, on their shields, little regarded thejr approach. Pasi- 
machus, observing this, is reported to hate said, using the common 
Lacedsemonian oath, ‘ By the twin-gods, Argians, these esses shah 
‘ deceive you.’ With the valor of a true Spartan soldier, but not 
with the just discretion of art officer, rushing" then to the assault of 
humbers too,superior,;‘he was killed with most of his band‘k ,

Meanwhile' the L̂ ceclasmonian'heavy-armed, having,'defeated,the,Xen.'Hel.' 
Corinthians and mercenaries; and committed pursuit to the Corinthian  ̂
refugees, turned to ingage the Argians. These, who so despised the 
Sicyonians, were so alarmed, in the midst of victory, by the approach 
of the Lacedasrnortians,. that to regain commii'nication with the city, 
as the means of'support and shelter, they lost all other consideration.

w :flie speech of Pasimachus, in the original, 
forces itself the more upon notice by some
thing of a whimsical effect,arisingfrbm the La- 
cedmnioniandialectjin which it is reported:
N « (  7ju a-uyjAgytMtjTptvrti 2/tjns r a  <rtyj/,a7a Tavrai.
Beside the'general peculiarities of the Doric, 
-dialect, the Lacedemonians, ys appears fully

‘in the Lysistrata of Aristophanes, commonly 
pronounced 2 for The effect altogether 
would perhaps he most nearly imitated in 

, English, by giving the speech in the'Low- 
land Seottish dialect, and adding the change 
of S forTh; ‘ By se twain-gods, Aurgiaus, 

■ ‘ sese esses,' &c,

Hastening
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Hastening to pass that dreaded enemy, they exposed their right flank; 
o f all things, in the antient practice o f war, the ttiost d îngerous ; 
hecaiise the shield, so .important for the soldier’s protection, became 
inefficient. The Lacedteroonians did not neglect the advantageous 
opportunity. THe Argians, suffering in their defenceless flank, still, 
pushed for the city-gate; ' but before they could reach ity were'met 
by the Corinthian refugees, returning, from pursnit. This * ĉhe'cked 
their way, arid completed their GOnsternation. The Corinthians' in 
the cityt fearing to open a gate, afforded them no other refuge 
than by ladders let down from the walls.. The slaughter insuing was- 
Such that, says the'historian, as corn, or billets, dr "stones, are often 
seen, so the bodies lay in heaps. Praxitas then led his victorious 
troops to the assault o f  Lechseum, and added the Bcedtian garrison 
there to the number slain; ' . • j ■■

The success of the LacedEemonian arms was thus Complete, and the 
dead, with the usual ceremenies, already-restored, when the forces o f 
the Peloponnesian allies of Lacedaemon arrived^ Eraxitas eniployed 
them in making a breach in the Corinthian long walls, sufficient for 
the convenient passage of an army; he then assaulted and took Sidu«. 
and Crommyon on the isthmus, and. he fortified Epieicia, Placing 
garrisons in all those places, by which he secured the command o f the 
isthmus, he dismissed the rest of his arxp^ add returned hjmself te  
Lacedeemon, „ ' .

S  E  G  T  I  O  N  I I I .

In'Casion o f Laconia by Phdrnabams arid Conon. Restoration. 
the long walls o f  Athens. Seafght in the Corinthian gulph.

B r  the victories o f Corinth and Cofoneia thfe force the formidable
\ A ' '

.confederacy, formed against Lacedaemon, had been broken; and,' by the 
recent successes of Praxitas, the command of the isthmUs being recovered, 
means were again open, for carrying war agaffist ’ the“ enemiesfof Laee-i> 
daemon beyond the peninsula. Instead therefore of any longer dreading 

1 1  ■ , invasion
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invasion at home, Lacedasnioti should have beon again formidable to 
her enemies. . But that policy, by which she had profited in the latter 
years of the Feloponnesian war, \vas now tsurned against herself,*' the 
^veaith o f Persia supported her f̂oe.s ; the connnand of the sea was already 
gone j and her armies, which should have carried her vengeanee against 
her most distant foes, were necessary at home, and yet unequal, to the 
protection o f her own coast. : ' , _

Whatever personal esteem Pbarnabazus might have for Agesilaus, he* 
was highly exasperated against the Lacedremonian government,- O f a 
temper to feel the disgrace of the condition of afugfti vej to y/hieh, in the 
sight of all hjs dependants, and to, the knowlege of tlie Persian court, 
he had been reduced, he was anxious to recover bis; honor, not less than- 
he had been to vindicate his property. During, winter therefore, he was- 
diligent in adding to the number of his shipSj and in raising a force of 
Grecian mercenaries; the only troops that could; bj5 effectually opposed 
to Greeks; and he nesolved, to'carry war, in personj to liie eoast. of 
Laconia, where.no Persian had ever yet appeared in arms. .

In pursuance of this resolution, imharking, in spring, with the Athe* 
'hian Conon fo/ his vice-admiral, he sailed among the hands of tbs' 
Aigean; and, from the Ionian'shore to Melos, all submitted to hitn. 
Proceeding then difectly to'the Laconian coast, he had the satisfaction 
to make good his landing on it, near Pher®, and. to raVage unresisted 
the country around. Reimharking before .the LacedjBinonians. could 
come in force against him, he repeated his debarkations, im various 
parts, for plunder, and always with success.' Under the able advice of' 
Conon, be did not loiter on a coast where rocks and tempests and- want 
were to be apprehended, not less than an enemy, wliom he v/ell knew 
to he formidable. He crossed to the, Hand of Gythera  ̂ which '̂.in the* 
early part of dhe Peloponnesian war, had been conquered by the unfor
tunate Nicias. Being rvithout'strong places, it yielderl-withouVresi.sU- 
ance; and, in the idea that it might be made a useful acquisition, a 
garrison was plaCed there, under Nicophebus,; an Athenian; ' The satrap? 
then directed his course to the Corinthian'isth-mus, ' where.the congress 
of the confedm ey was assembled,- There he had opportonity to com-.

municate-
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tunicate with the leading men, with whom he concerted measures for 
the prosecution of the war against LaCedtEmon; and? leaving a'sum 
.of-money for its support, returned with his fleet to Asia. '
. While the impression of satisfaction with, his successful expedition, 
in which he had earned a .glory so netv to a Persian satrap, was freish 
upon the mind of Pharnabazus, ■ Conon took the favoring opportunity 
for obtaining some most important advantages for Ins country. A man 
of courage and honor, the satrap was no deep politician. He felt 
keenly the injuries he had suffered fronj the overbearing'power of 
Lacediemon, commanding, at once the'naval and' military force of 
Greece: but the expence of maintaining the fleet, by which he 
had delivered, and in some degree. revenged, himself, pressed • upon 
his treasury. It was therefore a grateful proposal, which Conon' 
made, to transfer a large, share, of Rut .burthen to the Athenian 
commonwealth; urging, however,, that to inable Athens to-bear it, 
two things were necessary ;■ first, that the tribute from * the ilands, 
by which Athens had formerly maintained her navy, should be 
restored, the combined fleet inforcing regular payment; and then̂  
that her long walls, so essential to her security against the over
bearing ambition of Laced^mon, shovild be rebuilt. The. liberality of 
Pharnabazus granted all thâ ; Conon derhanded. He allowed the fleet 
to be employed in reestablishing the claim of Athens to contributions, 
for the support pf her navy; he allowed the crews tp bciOmployed in 
■working upon the long walls; he gave a large sum of money toward 
the expence, and he sent masons and mecbjanics to assist in the work. 
Neighbaring states,, which had the democtaticai interest at heart, 
added their volnntS.ry aid; and it js vemarh able that, among the most 
zealous find liberal, were the Boeotians, lately the most vehement 
enemies of Athens, reniorselessly urgent for its destruction. But so'it 
was, among the warring interests of parties, in the little republics of 
Greece: walls, conneCthigAhe capital with its ports, were esteemed the 
bulwark of the democrfitical, and the bane of the oligarchal cause. . 
From the moment, therefore, when the revolution in B,ceotian politics 
took l̂ace, whereby the democr.atical became the ruling interest, it

became
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became most the object of the leading men.to restore; what their pre
decessors iii administration thought they hM the greatest interest in, 
destroying. ,  ̂ '

Thus Conon, thirteen years after his flight fro.m his country’s ruin, 
had the singular good fortune and glory to return,; wjth the present of 
a fleet and fortificati'ons, in short, of dignity, power, ,and_dominion in 
his hand. The gratitude of the Athenian people was shown in honors, 
we are told, of the highest kind, conferred upon Conoh, and his friend Isocr. Evag, 
and’patron the virtuous tyrant of Salamis ; of which, hov/ever, we find 
nothing specified but their portraits in marblei placed by the side of the 
statue of the Preserving Jupiter; in memorial, saj's the cotemporary 
rhetorician, of the greatness of their services, and of their friendship 
for one-another. Of any -gratitude shovvn by the Athenian people to. 
the generous satrap, we have no information Possibly the prejudices 
of the age would not allow them, of tlie same kind, to a barbarian, of 
whatever merit, as to EvagoraS; who, tho a tyrant, was a Greek, gnd 
an Athenian .citizen. ’ ;

While the satrap’s money thus laid anew the foundation of liaval 
power for the Athenian commonwealth, it inabled the Corinthians to 
maintain a fleet for the security of theif own gulph. Meanwhile the 
Laced£emonians, utterly unable to.oppose the fleet which; under Gonon, ' 
commanded the eastern seas, equipped however a s<lu;adron to-dispute 
the western with the Corinthians,' and give protection to the Achaiana 
and others, their allies in those parts. Coming to action with the 
Corinthian fleet, the Lacedreinonian admiral, PolemarchuS, was killeifl, 
and Pollis, the next officer, wounded ; but Tele,utias, brother of 
Agesilaus, arriving with a reinforcement, the Corinthians avoided far-' 
tber action, and the Lacedmnionians commanded tke gulpk.

Xen.HFel; 
1. 4. C..8.'
S . U .
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Impfo'iiemefii of the" Grecian ''art- of war h f  the Athenian general 
Iphicrate$. Affairs of Phlius. -Causes fffa iling energy of Lace- 

'‘dcemon. Successes o f Ipliicraies'in Peloponnesusi Antalcidas am- 
hasmdor from Lacedcemon, dtzd'Conon from-Athens, to the: s&irap 
of Lydia. Expeditions p f  Ag'esilaus'inta^ Afgolis and Corinthian 
Jsthmian games. SMugLier f f  a Lacediemontdn mora.  ̂ Farther 
successes of Iphicrates. ' ' ' ' ''■ / ^

! • . i \ > r, : ,  ■  ̂ . i ■

Thk Atlierilans, tlio'thdr fbfces Ead sbafdd ift tl̂ e loss of two gfeaE 
battles, ati4 in one of them bad suffefed’considerably, nevertheless held 
their country still unhurt by the war. -But, the EaCedgetn'onians com
manding both the isthmus and the gulphof Corinth, the passage to Attica 
was* easy to them ; and while the restoration of the long walls would 
of course excite their Jealousy, the ravage of Laconia by Conon could 
hot hut have excited a desire of yevenge. I f  was therefore much an 
object for the Athenians'tO'keep'the Lacedsembnians employed within 
their own peninsula. AftCr the victories of Â esilaus and'Praxitas, it 
might indeed appear rash’to send a landforce to 'make war in Pelopon-’ 
nesus: but Athens,' fertile in great talents, had-a-generarformed for 
the peculiar circumstances ofihe existing occasibn.

Iphicrates was the author of a system of tactics,- new among the 
Greeks, The'phalanx, almost irresistible where ft could exert its force, 
was cumbersome in evolution, unfit for mountairibus or woody coun
tries, iiieapable of rapid motion, either in pursuit of retreat. Its eha-- 
Tacter is .marked "in a'saying“ fepOTted of tphicfates'. Comparing an 
army with the human body, the general, he said, was as the head, the 
light-armed as the hands, the cavalry as the.feet, and the phalanx as 
the chest and shoulders.*' O f course he considered the Peloponnesian 
army, notwithstanding the general superiority of the heavy-armed, as 
•extremiily defective; for its light-armed were meer untrained or ill- 
trained slaves; and tlie cavalry generally deficient, both in number and 
ill-discipline, Indeed, among the Greeks, cavalry was of Iit,tle use but

in

    
 



S ? r c T .ir . A t  F A  IR S  OF P S t . I U S .  m u

in pursuit, except against the light-afihed ; no body of horse daring te 
charge a phalanx j,and hence the cavalry was compared to the feet.
Under this view of things, Iphicrates directed his_ attention to improve' 
what he called the hands of the army. Athens had always had bowmen 
superior to the Peloponnesian, and had often profited from that superi
ority. Iphicrates conceived that great advantage might be drawn from 
an impx’oved disciplinê  of the middle-armed, or targeteers, who, to the 

■ agility of the light-armed, might unite some degree of the foree’bf the 
phalanx. Indeed how much practice was necessary .to excellence, in 
any of the three styles of discipliug, we may gathen in some degree from 
Xenophon f where he observes that even a Spartan would not, with xe«. M«m. 
target and dart, ihgage a Thracian armed in̂  the same manner, any Socr. 
more tham. the Thrackn , would, with shield and* spear, ingage any 
Greek practised in the discipline of the heavy-armed.

Giicumstances which brought forward for historical notice the little 
.republic of Phlius, hitherto obscUre among the complicated politics 
and wars of Greece, opened alsp the first field of fapie for Iphicrates 
and his new. system. Phlius was a’ member of the LaeedaBmonian X'en. Hel, 
confederacy, when the chiefs of. the Lacedtemonian party were ex- g 
pelled. According to the gepetal course of things in Greece, it 
Yns to be expected that Phlius would then renounce the Lace
daemonian alliance, and ingage in the new confederacy of Bccbtia,
Athens, and Argos. But an in veterate hatred, a kind of horror of the 
Argians, pervaded all parties in Phlius; insomuch that it was resolved, 
with all the forbidding circumstances attending, tbendevor to preserve 
•the connection of the commonwealth with Lacedaemon,: In other-times 
•probably, spurning at the proposal, the' Lacedaemonian government »
would have commanded those who ruled in Phlius to restore the exiles; 
blit, in the existing situation of alFairs, Lacedaemon no longer held her 
.former imperious tone; and, tho the phliasians carried their avowal of 
.jealousy so far as to refuse,-in any case, to admit Lacedaemonian troops 
within their -svalls, their oflTered friendship wa-s not slighted. •

The preference, given by a democratical party, to the Lacedaemon iaft 
. alliance, ; was a clisappointment to the democratical confederacy, that 
excited reveng*e 5 and the central situation of- Pbli«s> between’ Argolis,
■ Von. I I I .  - R n  ’ Corinthia,
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Corinthia, Sicyonia, and Arcadia, gave that, little state an igiportance 
that urged attention. Accordingly Iphicrale$ led liis targeteers' into 
Phliasia, and niarfcfed his way with ravage. His purpose was to provoke' 
pursuit, and lead the Phliasians into an ambuscade.. He succeeded.; 
and so large a proportion of their small force of heavy.-afmed fell, that 
the survivors thought themselves unequal, not only to the protection of 
their fields, but even to the Acfenue o f their ,walls. P rised  then by 
distress and danger, they were induced so far to remit their former' 

B. C. S53t jealousy, as to request from Lacedeeraon a protecting force, and even 
* to put their citadel into the power 4>f a Spartan governor. . The trust* 

was executed with fidelity, and even with scrupulous delicacy; for, 
when the Phliasians, after arranging their aflPairs, thought- themselves 
again equal to their own protection, the .Lacedemonian government, 
in withdrawing the garrison, avoided even to mention-a restoration o f  
the exiles. The conduct was liberal arid wise; worthy of Ag’esilaus, i f  
he w*as the mover; hut we cannot give the Lacedemonian administration 
quite so much credit for it, as if  they had been less under the pressure 
of difficult'circumstancesi

After his success in Phliasia, Iphicrates overran great part of Arcadia; 
and, such was the mew terror of his targeteers, that even the Arcadian 
heavy-armed feared to quit tljeir towns. The Lacedaemonians however 
were not to be so daunted. Ij îcratCs falling in with a body of them, 
his targeteers,, according to their usual method, after throwing their 
javelins, retreated to avoid stationary action.' But the Lacedaemo
nians pursuing, such vas the practised-vigor of some of their younger 
men,, with their full armor, they overtook and killed some of the 
targeteers, and made some prisoners. After this experience, it was 
with difficulty that the targeteers could be led within dart’s throw of 
any Lacedaemonian forces. Iphicrates nevertheless taught .tĥ m still' 
to support their reputation against other troops; insomuch that, near' 
Lechaeum, be defeated a body of Hantineian heavy-armed.. Thus, 
says the cotemporary, historian, the Lacedasmomaps, who held; the 
targeteers in contempt, found reasoh to hold their own allies in still’ 
greater contempt; and it became a common sarcasm among, them, that; 
the allies were afraid' of the targeteers, as children, of hobgoblins,

N.otWJthstandiug

Xen. Hel.
C .4.

s. ifi.

s. IT..
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Notwathstanding' the etpploynient thus found for the Lacedsenionians Xen. Hel. 
-by Iphicrates, the Athenians were still mleasy tinder the .apprehension 

.. o f a renewal of those evils, which had been experienced in the frequent r 
invasions of their country, during the Peloponnesian war. They were 
therefore anxious tr^eprive the Lacedemonians of the 'comnrand of 
the isthmus, and with this view it was resolved to restore the long 
walls o f Corinth. Accoinlingly the whole force of the common
wealth marched to support a body of workmen, so numerous that the 
restoration,'pf the western .wall was completed in* a few days. A  good de- .
'fence being thus gained on the side ofSicy’on, the enemy’s principal gar
rison in those part^,they proceeded with the eastern Wall more leisurely.

In tracing, -sritb the able cotemporary historian, the events which 
followed the return of Agesrlaus from Asia and his victofy ih Bceotic .̂ 
some wonder is apt to arise at the little exertion or little means, at the 
con fined'action and narrow views, of that-seemingly'formidable com-, 
mon wealtR which, after the Peloponnesian war, completely commanded 

. Gi’eece, and not only threatened Persia, but was actually carrying 
.conquest far into Asia. To her landforce no misfortune had happened.
On the contrary, a victory had checked the exertions of her enemies 
in Greece, before Agesilaus returned. He brought to her assistance a 
powerful army of veterans, formed in various, service, and gained a 
victory on his arrival. This was followed by success under Praxitas, 
which secured the way for carrying invasion into the territories of any 
of the hostile republics. . No use appears to have been made of these 
advantages. One defeat at sea had deprived Lacedaemon of her trans
marine dominion, and three victories by land did not give her quiet 

• within her ovra peninsula, yrojn the course o f Xenophon’s narrative, 
however, may be gathered that, for this apparent inertness and-real 
inefficiency, twojpowerful causes existed; the diminution of pecuniary 
resources ,̂ through the loss-of the Asiatic dominion, and the disaffec
tion of the Laconian subjects to the Spartan governmeht. Means failed 
for putting the Asiatic army any more in action, and the measutes of 
government for external exertion were cramped by the necessity of 
watclfing the disposition to revolt at home. On both subjects Xeno
phon, on account of his connection with the Spartan government,, has 
■ . ' R a 2 i^poken ■
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spoken always with delicacy and resê rye, yet lie has not wholly ;Ohiitted  ̂
to throiy light on them. • " ■ '

• Humbled then and distFessed  ̂ pressed by land and by sea, abroad 
and at home, and at a loss- for nieasuresj while the Athenians were 
feqovering extensive dominion, the LacedsemSnians turned their' 
thoughts to a reconciliation' with Persia. They had e.xperienced the 
advantage-of the Persian alliance, when they possessed it; they mow' 
felt its pressure agaVnst-them; and they perceived that,, contemptible 
as the military of the eWpirm was become, yet, in the divided state of 
Greece, the Persian king, ot even a satrap, by the force of money alone, 
employing Greeks against Greeks, could decide the balance between 
their republics. They bad moreover had large opportunity tp know, 
that the councils of the Persian empire had scarcely more energy than 
its arms; sO that/in the lodseness of the connection of thp distahl 

.members, with the bead, * and with oneanother,' means for negotiation 
and intrigue were almost always open. In the present momentj Pham 
nabazus was highly incensed against themj and his resentment had . 
afforded opportunity for the gble admiral and minister of Athens to attach , 
hijn to the Athenian interest. But the new satrgp of Lydia, Terihaztis,' 
had no cause of personal animosity, perhaps no principle of political , 
enmity toward ’them; andj to judge from past experience, the very 
attachment of one satrap to the Athenian^ might meliue the other tO 
the Lacedaemonian causes, • ’ ' ' « ,*'

These considerations' urgings Antalcidas was sent ambassador to' 
Sardis. The Athenians, alarmed at this, seritHlso. ad embassy, at 
the head or which w'̂ as Conon, accompanied by. •ministers from 
Boeotia, Corinth, and Atgos. Antalcidas^ represented ‘ that the supi.
‘ port, given by Phamdbazus to the Athenims? went far beyond 
‘ what a  just consideration o f the interest of the Persian empire 
‘ would allow: -that, on the contrary,' the . terms of-peace, whiehj,
‘ on the part of LaGed£emon> lie was eommissioned to propose, could 
‘ not fail o f being' agreeable to the king. The Lacedmmoniaas 
‘ would no longer dispute the king’s sovereinty over the Grecian , 

cities in Asia; and; for the ilands and the European Greek cities,
‘ they only desired complete independency. I f  then no- save*y 

i 1 . ‘ reinty.
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'̂r’emty o f one Grefeian city over anbthfer were-allowMi ft wGiild W- 
 ̂ impossiBle for any to Carry hbstiritieS'with any efficacy a^insf the 

‘‘ king; so th^t the 'expehce o f mathtainfhg a fleet'for the Athenians,
*' and: o f ‘ making w it upon the Lacedaemonians might be ecjhally

SOD

,Teriba!kû ' n’'as pleased with this proposal; bht the Athenian, Boeotian,; Xen. Hel, 
and Argian hrinisters could hot be bronght to consent to a peacempon ^
6uch terms. ,tJh(:ler the stiputatioh for the independ'ency Of all Grecian 
states; the Athenians feared'to loss'thd il’ands of Lemnos, Imbrns,-anA 
l̂ citus, their autiettt possessida; the Thebans theii-conamaiid over the 
Beebtian cities ; and the Argians-their new cohhecition with Gotinth;
As far therefore as peace was the object, the negotiation failed. Bat 
Antalcidas heverfheless' carried /S'gfeat point foh his cdnntry, fOr hO 
gained Teribahus. ‘ Scrupling td conclude an alliance'#itli Lkcecfempn, 
without eripi'ess authority frOtn h is' eetirt, the satVp however secretly 
furnished* money for the equipment of a Lacedsmonian fleet; im
prisoned ConOn'on pretence of^injurious .conduct toward the king;' 
and Went'himself to Susa,' to solicit-authority for'the'^ measures hO 
desired to  pursue. . . • ,

While An-falcidas was'thus successfully negotiating at Sardis, the"
. LacedEeraonian administratibii, stimulated hy the depi-edation's of Iphi-' 
crates in various parts bf Peloponnesus, and alarmed by the'restoration- 
of the long Walls of Corinth, resolved at length to put Agesilaus again' s.19. 
at the head b f an army, atid appoint'Ms brother Telbntias to cooperate 
with him in naval command. Quickly all Argolis was ravaged ; and, the 
attention bf the confederates being thus called to that Cbuntry, Agesilaus' 
suddenly crossed the mountains, wMieTeleutias conducted a sqUadron o f 
twelve ships up the Saronic gulpb, arid the unfinished long walls, and the. 
CDrinthiati naval arsenal, wero_taken.- The-expedition Was ably con
ducted, and the success'important; biit the bloAV v-as not followecb: 
the forges of the. allies were disinisfed, and Agesilaus led the'Lacedm- Xen. ibid, 
monians homeho celebrate the Hyacirithian festi val. ' . c.g. s. i7., ‘

In the whole conduct of this \var .Ave find nothing, like'that grbatnCss 
o f deslgii, which might have been expected i f  Agesilaus could have 
directed measures. It was evidently a war of the ephors,. and the king,

- * was .
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was ineerly the general, acting under their orders. In the insuing spring' 
he was directed again to put himself at the head of the a‘rmy’  ̂ The 
refugee Corinthians had ^communicated information, that Corinth was* 
-principaliy subsisted from a stock o f cattle, collected at Ĥ obscure 
port within the Corinthian territory, on'the Saronic gulph, o f  the same 
namenvith the celebrated harbour of Athens, Peir^us. , To deprive the 
enemy of that supply, was thought an object for an expedition, which 
the king should command. ' After events more adapted, to ingage and 

/fill the mind, these little transactions are apt to appear uninteresting. 
They are, nevertheless important, as they are connected with great 
revolutions that fpllo’wed, links in the great chain of events; and some-i 
times as they afford information, the deafest, and the most impressive, 
o f the religion, politics, warfare, and manners; o f this interesting age.  ̂

The time selected for the expedition was that of the Isthmian games;
, which, in the Pelop,dnnesiatt war, we have seen, diffused a temporary 

peace around them insoipuch that, amid designs and preparations on 
both sides avowedly the most hostile, the Athenians could safely trust 
,their persons in the power of the Corinthians, then the most virulent 
of their enemies. But the,same' superstition, which at that time in
sured the observation of the armistice, now provoked to interrupt the 
sacred season with hostility. Corinth, by fiction of policy being now 
Ar^os, Corinthians and Atgians indifferently, but all Avith the name 
o f Argians, presided at the ceremony, and performed the prescribed 
sacrifice to Neptune., This the Corinthian refugees held-to be a por
tentous pollution. They claimed themselves to be the Corinthian 
commonwealtli, the exclusive, privilege and exclusiv'-e duty o f whose 
members it was to officiate in that solemnity. The L9.ced83inonians 
approving their claim, Agesilaus led his army directly to the isthmus. 
Thd Argians were not prepared against attack, nor even against surprize. 
They fled on the first alarm; yet not so timely, but, as,they hurried 
along the road by Cenchrea, they, were seen by the Laoedtenionians

*• Neither season nor year is specified 
here by Xenophon;' but the industrious 
acuteness of Dodwell, indignant at.the evi- 
-dent confusion of Diodorus, has etidevored

to aseertain the dates from the mention of 
the Isthmian festival in the Ifellenics of 
Xenophon, and of the Hvacinthian in the 
Agesiiaus.

from
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from the heights above, a»d might have been overtaken; but-Agesilaiis 
would not allow pursuit. So Jittle indeed was the approach of aii 
enemy appTehended, that the victim was left ready slain, 'and the pre* 
parations complete, for the feast which slrould have followed. ‘ Agesi- 
laps put his Corinthian friends in possession o f these, and remained 
•three days,, while th e ‘sacrifices and games werlg performed under theii* 
presidency. Xenophon mentions, as a circumstance interesting to the 
Greeks, that after his departure the Argians caused the solemnity to 
be repeated in all its parts; so that some o f the games were twice 
performed, and the, same conquerors ih some o f them wCre- twice 
proclaimed. , .

On the fourth day, Agesilaus Icfl his army to Peirsus. ■ There he s. 3. 
fjund a large force, so strongly posted, with Iphicrates commanding, 
that in doubt of the Success of an assault, he recurred to stratagemt 
Spreading a report that Corinth was to be betrayed to him, he decamped s. 9. 
suddenly and directed his march thither. The Corinthian administra* 
tiott ■ were so little secure of their pwn_people that, in great alarm, they 
sent for Iphicrates to come and save Corinth; and .that active general, 
ready at the call, with his light targeteers,. passed the Laeedsemoniatt 
heavy-armed jn  the nights Agesila.uS‘, informed of this> returned at 
daybreak to Peir^us, and occupied the commanding heights; upoh s.5. 
which the troops remaining there, together witk all the men, w'omen, 
and slaves, o f the place, took sanctuary in a neighboring temple of 
Juno, and soon after surrendered themselves to the mercy of Agesilaus,
•His generosity was not conspicuous upon the occasion: those who were 
accused as. accomplices in the -massacre at Corinth were-given up to 
the refogeesr the rest;i men, women, goods,, everything included in the 
Capture, were sold. . ■ - •, - -
- The- terror of the atms o f  Agesilaus, prohahly however not unassisted 
by some intelligenee or some apprehension of the success of Antalcidas 
in negotiation, brought ministers-to the Eacedmmbman camp frorn- s..(i. 
several: of the hostile'states, and. particularly the BCeotian, to knoW 
upon what terms peace might be expected.. These mihikers were,'wait
ing the king’s leisure, while, with designed ostentation, -he was review
ing his captives and other booty,, when a. messenger arrived, withA

’ . intelligence
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intelligence ;of .^ 4^a,ster to the-Lacedemonian arnjSi siRifor-
tunately checked, both their desire o f peace, .and, his im,ê irs to ,<301x1- 
jnand, it- ,, . . . ’ , . . , . . ^

It  was a custom-iVotn v^ry early ages, and supposed o f diyitie, origin, 
that the Laconians o f the town o f Amycl^a, on whatsoever public' 
service employed abroad, should return home to .sing the pMn at.the 
Hyacinthian festival; season being at hand, Agesilaqs, in .marching 
for PeirKiuŝ  had, Igft-all the Amyclaans of the army in .Lechaeum; , 
directing the polemaiO, r who commanded the garrison therej to provide 
for tire security, o f tl>3jr return to. Laconia. The polemarg, sseajb.ns in 
the execution o f vdiat was esteemed a sacred duty, committed thp 
defence of*Lechirh^U ,to fthe troops'of the allies, wbde, wittX-a„rnora 
o f il âcedaanronian. inJ^try, consisting of-about; six hundred-inen, and 
another o f  opyalry, p^hably' a mdph smaUeLn&^bor, he marobed to 
escort the Amjcl^ans. |ie took the rqad to, Sicyop, not as the.direet 
way to ba,ced£eroon, but as the readiest to-,get beyopd danger ftom 
the enemy in Corixrth, and to have a. friendly line o f country afterward 
to traverse, with a fresh escort, i f  it. should be necessary. -Having 

S.12. passed Goriuth without molestation, and proceeded within four niiles 
■ of Sicy.qn, he cpnimitted the Amyclseans to the charge of the cavalry, 
directing the comtnaqding offieer to accompany them aa far as they 
should themselves desire, apd then press his way back to overtake the 
infantry in  their i:eti’rn to Lechieum, fie  -knew that the fofee iii 
Corinth was large j but the late successes of the Lac:ed?emonian.arms 

- had inspired confidence, and he thought none would dare to attack a 
body,of LacedsmoKicn.heavy*ai;m.ed. .

Lfnfortunately thaf very st.r̂  which gave Agesilays easy pos
session of PeirjsuS, had cdnsiderably increased the force, in Corinth, 
and at the same time #eat thither a general not hkely to .miss an oppor
tunity for striking n hipW. 'Iphicrates was there. with his targeteers, 
arid Callias spn o f  Hipppnicus, ch ief,o f the Dad.uchian f a n i i l y c o m 
manded a body o f AtbejhiA'i hea.vy.-armed. They observed the .pple-

His Atheman tn.ihWry,tide would haye .mosr.ra.ay pro.perly be rendered Commander, 

been H ip p a rc ; but the Lacedemonian was o r  G o v e rn o r. , * .
îckasdsts to prove that Bar* ■ **'SeoChv 22. s. 2. of*tIii$ Hiltv’ • -

mare
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Tnarc returning, without cavalry and without light troops, and they 
led out their forces. Having preconcerted measures, Callias kept aloof,

, while the targeteers hung on the flanks and rear of the Lacedsenionian 
column, directing their missile weapons at the undefended parts of the 
heavy-armed soldier ŝ body. The polemarc continued his march under 
the annoyance, till several Avere wounded and some fell. He then '
ordered those Avithin. ten years after boyhood, perhaps those under c. 15. 
four and twenty, to assault and pursue’’ . This, a comnron expedient 
o f the Grecian heavy-armed, when unsupported by cavalry or light 
troops, had succeeded, as we have seen, once, even against Iphicrates: 
hut, to such an officer, every loss Avas a'profitable lesson, and the ex
pedient succeeded no more. His targeteers',' superior both in arms and 
discipline to any before known, ̂ evaded the pursuit of the Spartan 
youth,, incumbered with their |iieavy armour, turned' upon them if 
they scattered, overtook them when they retreated,- Grounded many, 
killed some,' and compelled the rest to rejoin the' main body, upon 
which then, more daringly than before, they rencAved their a:ttacks.
The polemarc was thus provoked to order all under thirty to as
sault. In retreating again, more .fetl than after the former charge.
Already the most active and daring soldiers were mostly killed or , 
wounded, when the horse joined, These were ordered to charge, and 
the younger men of the infantry with them. The cavalry service 
appears to have been ill-cultivated among the Eacedsemonians. Xeno
phon blames the conduct o f their horse on this day. Instead of pushing 
the pursuit of the retreating targeteers, they carefully kept even front 

-with their infantry, halted Avben they halted, and retreated when they 
retreated. Immediately as they thrned the targeteers turned, and horse 
and foot together suffered from their missile weapons! Another charge 
was then made; biit in the same manner, and with no better success.
As their numbers were thus reduced, their efforts slackened, ^nd those

T» a(f‘ The exact value of ended at the age of twelve years, after 
this expression, wliieh occurs more than which, to the age of. nineteen, the Lacedse- 
once in Xenophon, is not satisfactorily as- monian yqufiis vrere called Eitens, ' Thus 
certained. According to Plutarch,, the La- the pursuers would have been those only be- 
cedsemonian virt, boyhood, seems, to have tween the ages of nineteen and twenty-tWO.

V ol; III. * S s ■ of
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o f the enemy grew more spirited. Distressed a.nd at a loss, -at length, 
for measures, they halted on a small eniinence, about two furlongs 
from the sea,' and t\vo miles from Lechmum. Thence, while suffering 
from missile weapons, and unable to return'a blow, they saw, on one 
side, boats from Lechteum intended to relieve them, on the other, the 
Athenian heavy-armed approaching to attach; them. Upon this they 
took' to flight. The horse escaped to Lechaeum. O f  the infantry, 
who mostly made for the sea, scarcely any survived^.

Agesilaus, upon being informed of this disaster, seized his spear, 
and, not waiting to communicate with the-enemy%' ministers, who were 
attending, assembled alT his officers. Having given his orders, he 
marched immediately, with a chosen body, leaving the rest to follow, 
after refreshment taken, He had already entered the vale o f Lechfeum, 

Avhen messengers met him, With information that the bodies of the 
slain were in the possession o f their friends. Upon this he returned to 
Peirseus, and next day, says the historian, with a simplicity which may 
excite a smile, he sold the prisoners. "

This misfortune, to the Lacedemonian arms, had. an effect approach
ing that of the capture-of Sphacteria, in the Peloponnesian war. It 
did not indeed give an equal advantage to the enemy, because no pri
soners were made. The, loss in slain was veiy inferior even to what 
many of the little Grecian republics had bften suffered j but it made 
great impression upon the tacedEemonians, because, says the historian, 
they’ were unaccustomed to such blows; and, as Plutarch well remarks, 
for readers less familiar with the ideas of the times, jt was an unheard-of 
disaster, and esteemed a portentous event, that heaVj'-armed should be 
defeated by targeteers, and Lacedaemonians by mercenaries. A  deep, 
grief therefore, as the cotemporary historian proceeds to inform us, 
pervaded the army: only, according to their great lawgiver’s precept, 
the sons, fathers, and brothers of the slain, as sharers in glory earned

** Xenophon, here says the killed,An all* 
were about two hundred and ^ty.' lie had 
before said that the' infantry werej in all, 
six hundred, and̂  that those carried’ off,by 
the shield-bearers (iwacrwirw) before the first 
assault upon the targeteers, were all that

■itraByic'-ut. It loofcs as. if two hundred and 
fifty were the nuraher admitted-by theLaoe- 
dsemoriiaus, but that the historian knew the 
-real number to have been greater.

through
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through tbeir family misfortune, ostentatiously: exhibited a joy, which, 
among- other.people, might have befen esteemed indecent on the occa
sion. The reputation accruing to Iphricates -was great throughout 
Greece, and. the enemies of Lacedmmon were not a little incouraged. 
The Boeotian ministers, attending in the camp.of Agesilaus, being sent 
for to declare the object o f their mission, did not even mention peace, 
but only requested free passage to communicate with their troops in 
Corinth. Agesilaus knew that what they now wanted was to get 
information of the amount of the, late success. Next day therefore, 
marching toward Corinth, he took them in-his train, and allowed them 
a view o f the trophy raised ̂ by their friends, which he would not permit 
his own troops to remove; but if hlive, vine,, or other valuable tree 
had escaped former ravage, he ordered it to be destroyed. Having 
made them spectators of this insult, to- show that he could still com
mand the country, he sent them, not into, Corinth; but across the sea 
to Creusis, to relate in Bceotia all they had seen.
• Here however ended his exertion. Placing^ a. complete mora hr 

Lechaeum, and taking with him the small relies of the mora which had 
suffered, he marched for Lacedgemon. His anxiety to conceal from 
the friendly towns, in which he was to take quarters by the way, the 
amount o f a Loss apparently so little considerable, is remarkable. He 
was careful to enter them all as late in the evening, and quit them, as 
early in the morning, as with any convenience might be? and, finding 
the soldiers hurt with ex,pectation that the'hfantineians would t%ke a 
malignant joy in their disaster, tho he moved from Orchomenus'at 
daybreak, and did not reach Alantineia fill dark, be, would not halt 
there, but still proceeded to the next town.

Xenophon has not informed us whether this retreat of the, army was 
a, measure of Agesilaus, or o f the ephors, or what necessity induced 
it. I f  not necessary, ■ it i appeal's an imprudent measure. Iphicrates 
presently took Sidus, Crommyon, and CEnoe ; the two former garrisoned 
by Praxitas, the latter by Agesilaus himself. Thus all the territory 
northward and eastward was recovered for* the Corinthians of the city; 

•and command 6f the isthmus no longer remained to the Lacedemonians, 
For the rest o f  the year operations were reduced to excursions for plunder,
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chiefly by those Corinthians, o f the Lacedsernoni^n party, who had taken 
refuge in Sicyon. . Not daring, since the misfortune of the Lacedsemo- 
nian mora, toi'move far by land, they directed their little expeditibns 
by water, whithersoever, on the territory o f their t^ty, they had best 
hope of seizing, with least danger, any small booty that might contri
bute to their auhsistence.

S E C  T 1  O N V.

Unsteddiness o f  the Persian government i  TVar renewed by facedeemon 
against Persia: Thimhron com,mander4n-chief. Expedition into 
Acarnania under Agesilaus ; into Argolis under Agesipolis.

B. C. 3 9 2 .
or 9« ♦Ul. T-

Xea. Hel. 
1. 4. c. 8. - 
s. 17.

Xen. Hel. 
ut sup. & . 
Died. 1.14. 
c. 100.

Xen. Hel. 
i. 3. c. 1. 
s. 8. &, 
c. 2. s. 6.
61.4. c. 5. 
s. 22..
1.4. C.8. 
s. 1 7 ,

D u r i n g  all this year the great, fleet collected by Pharnabazus and 
Conon seems to have remained inactive. Possibly, since the negotia-' 
tion of Aiitalcidas, the imprisonment o f Conoii, and the resolution of 
Teribazus to apply in person to the court o f Susa, the Hellespontin? 
satrap may'have been cautious of taking a decided part: perhaps, he 
may have been without an officer to whose ability Or fidelity he would “ 
trust such a command. There was however evidently no .sleddy policy 
in the Persian councils: nothing of that great design for establishing 
a commanding influence in Greece, which later writers have fancied  ̂
in them. Struthas, who, in the absence o f  Teribazu^, was appointed, 
to the Lydian satrapy, instigated by consideration o f the injuries the 
king’s territories had bOrne from the Lacedasmonians (possibly his own 
property had suffered, Or his family had been insulted) warihly favored 
the confederacy now at war with them,-

The Laceda;monian administration, in consequence, renewed hosti
lities against Persia; by what good policy prompted it is.difficult to 
discover.* The reappointment of Thimbronj to a eommand in which, 
he had already shown himself deficient, strengthens the probability that 
the Lacedaenionian councils were at this time "ill-directed; and the 
slighting manner in which Xenophon repeatedly mentions that officer, 
enough qiarks that Jie ^̂ .s not chosen by ^gesilaus. Thimbrqn had 
some success in plundering the Persian possessions, in the rich vale

of
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of Mseander; but lie did not establish a better reputation for military- 
ability than in his former command.  ̂ Courage he possessed: but, tho 
a Spartan, he was a man of pleasure ; indulgent to his soldigrs,. careless 
o f those for-whose protection he and his soldiers were sent. Courage 
may be even mischievous in a general with deficient abilities. It led 
Thimbron to extravagant contempt of an enemy not incapable of 
profiting from his error. Struthas, having observed the hasty and 
careless manner in which he often led small .bodies to action or 
pursuit, sent a few horse to plunder the Grecian possessions in the 
neighborhood. , Thimbron was sitting at table, with the celebrated 
musician Thersander, when - intelligence came, that the enemy he 
despised was thus insulting him. Immediately hO rose pand Thersander, 
expert in martial exercises, and an emulator o f  Spartan prowess, fol
lowed him. In his usual manner, without 'any previous cafe to have 
troops in readiness, he hastened, with , the first he could,, collect, to 
chastize the plunderers. ‘Struthas presently appeared, with a . large 
body of horse in good order; the Greelts were overpowered, and 
Thimbron and Thersander killed. The rest of the Grecian ariby, advanc
ing too late to support their improvident general, were then charged 
and broken. A few saved themselves in the neighboring friendly towns j 
but the gveater part fell by the swords of the conquering Persians,

-This serious check stopped,  ̂ for a time, : the apparently ill-jndged 
exertion of the Lacedemonians in Asia. . Meanwhile, in Europe, some; 
accidental circumstances, and not any great design, led, or rather 
forced them, to carry their arms beyond Pe}6ponnesus.„

.Such was the unfortunate implication o f interests, in the Grecian poli-; 
tical system, that, unable ever or anywhere to give peace, which was 
i ts object, that system had a constant tendency to spread the flatties of 
w'ar. Calydon, a principal town of lEtolia, had renounced its connec
tion with the body of the ,®toIian people, and mg.de itself a member of 
t̂he Aehaian people, on the other side of the Corinthian gulph. We 

find here again something like that fiction of policy, by which we have 
lately observed Corinth become a part of Argos.,, The Achaians how-_ 
ever found the aci^isition inconvenient; for, to preserve it ,.they were

oblijged.
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obliged to keep a body of forceŝ  in Galydou, and sustain a war with the 
^Etolians. ^

We have formerly seen the Acarnanian.s, after a course ofsuccesafHl 
warfare, ‘generous at the same time and prudent in granting terms of 
peace to their defeated: neighbors.. From that period they had passed 
more than fifty years in so fortunate an obscurity, as to ofifer, for the 
historian’s noticCj neither crime nor misfortune. They were now led 
again to step forward-on the field o f fame. The-j£tolians, anxious to 
recover'Caiydon, and: unable with their own force, solicited and ob-_. 
tained the good offices o f their allies o f ACarnania. The Acarnanians 
had alliance with the Athenians and Boeotians,- who readily contributed 
assistance ’^against allies of LacedsBrnoh. Thus the Achaians became sd 
pressed, as to be unable to* preserve Calydon, unless they also could 
obtain assistance. They applied of course to-Lacedjemon; but they 
■ found the Lacedemonian, admihistration little deposed to Send a force 
beyond- -Peloponnesus. Thinking themselves ill-used> they remonstrated • 
warmly. ‘ Whereventhe Lacedsemoniaus required their services,’ they 
said, ‘ they always marched hn the first summons; and, without recip- 
‘ roCal assistance iii need, they could ho longer abide by a confederacy,'
‘ the terms of ivhich were so unequal. Instead Of any more .sending 
‘ forces to serve in tlie Lacedjemonian armies, they must necessarily 
‘ employ their whole strength against their own particular enemies, or 
‘ make a separate peace upon the best terms they Could obtain.’

This remonstrance had the desired effect; and the abilities o f Agesilaus 
were in consequence to be employed in a war,, whose object was, that 
the people of the obscure town of Calydon should be members of that 
branch of the Greek nation .called'A'chaians, and no longer of that called' 
.^tolians: He led into Acarnania two inoras of Lacedaemonians, with 
the whole strength of Achaia, and the contingents o f all the other allies. 
N o force that the Acarnanians could raise, was able to oppose him in 
the field,- Terms o f peace, which he offered, being refused, he made 
complete destruction o f the country, as he went, but he advanced only 
ten or twelve furlongs a day. - The Acaraa»ians were thus incoiiraged 
to bring their cattle, which had been driyeh far am.qng the mountains, 

■ 5  - back.
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back again toward their best pastures, and to return thefnselves to the 
tillage of -great part of their lands. Agesilaus-obtaining intelligence 
that almost the whole stock o f the  ̂country;̂  with numerous attending 
slaves, was collected on the borders 'o f a lake, about twenty miles 
from his camp, by a hasty march, -came upon it by surprize, and took 
almost all. ,

The proposed business o f the next day was to give rest to his troops, 
while, he sold his captives to the slavermerchants, the common attend
ants.of a Grecian army. Meanwhile the Acarnanians assembled in great 
numbers, on the heights around his camp. Dess practised than the 
Peloponnesians, in the discipline of the heavy-armed,., the. Acarnanians 
were remarkable, through Greece, for their experthess; in the use.of 
missile weapons; and they so annoyed the army of Agesilaus, within 
its lines, that they conipelled him, . when evening was already ap
proaching’, to move his camp to ground less commanded. After this 
experience, he was anxious, on the following day, to regain the plain. 
But he found the heights eommanding his way s occupied ; arid the 
activity o f his younger soldiers was in vain exerted to repel or deter the 
assaults, made or threatened from them. His small body of cavalry was 
equally inefficient. Op ground so hilly and ̂ rougli* -Thus, through the 
usual deficiency ctf a Peloponnesian army in light troops,; he was in no 
small danger from an enemy, who, in any number, would not stand 
the assault o f almost the smallest detachment that he could send against 
them. Fortunately be discovered a better passage,, which> tho guarded 
by the Acarnanian heavy-armed, he resolved to force and, not without 
difficulty, principally arising' from the annoyance o f missile weapons, 
he succeeded. . ' . -

Regaining thus, at length, the plain, he extended ravage on all sides. 
To gratify the Achaians he assaulted some towns, but without success. 
Autumn then advancing, he proposed to quit the country. - The 
Achaians, dissatisfied, that not a ŝingle town had .been gained, either 
by force or persuasion, urged him to stay, so long at least as to pievent 
the AGafnanians from sowing their winter grain. Such, in the defi
ciency o f means for the attack of walls, was, yet in that age, among 
the modes of reducing an enemy t6 terms. Agesilaus however replied,

‘ that
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‘ that they mistook their interest j for he intended to return next sum- 
‘ mer; and the .enemy’s solicitude for peace would, bd exactly propOr- 

tioned to their fear of the destruction of a plentiful harvest.’
To regain Peloponnesus them for winter quarters, was a business not 

without difficulty and danger; The cpmuiand of the isthmus was lost, 
as we have seen, by the retreat of Agesilaus himself,, in the autumn of 
the former year, after his success at the Corinthian Peirreus, and the 
unfortunate action which took place at the same time near Lechmum.* 
An Athenian squadron, commanding the western seas, watched the 
passage from Calydon to Peloponnesus. No alternative remained but 
to march through the hostile country o f JEtolia; a country so strong 
by nature, that, says the historian, neither a great nor a small force 
can traverse it, against the goodwill of the warlike inhahitantsi, Agesi
laus v7as skilful and fortunate enough to induce thern to acquiesce, by 
holding out the hope of recovering Naupactus, so long held by the 
Messenians.' 5

In the following spring the army was reassemhled. The Acarnanians, 
informed of this, began to consider,' says the historian, that as thej'̂  
had no seaports, through which to obtain supplies, the destruction of 
their harvest would produce all the eyils of a blockade of their towUs, 
They sent therefore ministers to Lacedsemon, and a treaty was con
cluded, which established peace for them with the Achalans; and, with 
the Lacedaemonians, that kind o f alliance, familiar among the Greeks, 
by which the forces o f the inferior people were to march at the cbm- 
mand of the superior. The Acarnanians, however, being not likely to 
be zealous allies, the principal point gained, by success in this little 
war, was the prevention of the secession of Achaia from the Lacedae
monian confederacy.

This however was the more impoitant, as an enemy already existed, 
within Peloponnesus, so. powerful as to make it dangerous for the 
Lacedemonians to send any large proportion of their forces beyond the 
peninsula: Attica and Bceotia had been secure through their alliance 
with Argos. It was resolved therefore now to carry an expedition into 
Argolis itself; and the young king Agesipolis, son of Pausanias, just of 
age, and highly ambitious of distinction, was appointed to the cbmmaiid.

' The
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The army was ready to march, and the border-passing ,sacrifice bad- 
been declared propitious, when a herald arrived from Argos with a pro
posal of truce. The superstitioii of the young king, or of his council, 
was alarmed; insomuch that he went to Olympia, to learn, from tlie 
oracle o f Jupiter, if  he might religiously refuse a truce insidiously pro
posed : for it was notorious that no sincere desire of peace had prompted 
the Argians, but the.meer purpose of averting an invasion, which, with 
thjeir single strength, they could not oppose, and of which intelligence 
had reached them tdo late tojcall in their allies. The god signified that 
the truce, iniquitously offered, might be religiously refused. Not even 
thus satisfied, Agesipqlis proceeded to Delphi, and inquired of Apollo,
‘ I f  he was of the same opinion with his father ? ’ Such, precisely, is 
the philosopher-historian’s expression. But this transaction, whatever 
may appear ridiculous in it, shows the value ©f that union in religion, 
which obtained through the Greek nation. It was a beneficent super'- 
stition, that could-occasion but a pause about prosecuting the ravages 
of war, and generally insure opportunity for treating about peace.

Apollo however confirmed the opinion of Jupiter. Agesipolis then xen. Hek 
hastened to Phlius, where he found his army assembled, and he marched 1-4. c.7. 
immediately, by the way of Nemea, into the vale of Argos. On the 
first evening, during’ the usual libations after supper, an earthquake 
was felt.' The Lacedssmonians, taking it as a favorable omen, sang 
the'ptean to Neptune, the supposed authorof earthquakes; but the allies . 
were alarmed; and, in justification of their fears, they observed that 
Agis, upon a similar occasion, had withdrawn his- army from Eleia. 
Agesipolis, however, ably I’efuted their construction of the omen : Had 
 ̂ they been but about to enter the enemy’s territory,’ he said, ‘ the earth- 

* quake would have indicated the god’s prohibition of the measure;
 ̂ being already entered, it declared his"approbation.’

,The terrors o f the army being thus quieted, a sacrifice was performed 
to Neptune, and then'ravage was carried-to the very gates of Argos;
Avhich the Argians feared to open even to admit a body of Boeotian 
horse coming to their assistance ; who would have been destroyed, as 
they stuck, in the historian’s phrase, like bats under the battlements, 
had not the Cretan bowmen of the Lacedaemonian army been acciden- 

Vor.m. T t tally
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tally absent. After plunder and destruction widely sprefl̂  the symp- 
. toms in a sacrifice deterred the proposed fortifying of a post in the 

country, and Agesipolisy returning hont,e with his booty, dismissed 
his army. . • ‘ , ■ . _ • '

' ' /

, . S E C T I G / N  VI. . .  .

Affairs o f Rhodes. Diphridas commander-in-chi f  "of the Lacedaemo
nians in, Asia \ succeeded by Releutias. An Athenian fleet sent to 
Asia under ThrasybuluS: ‘Asiatic and. Thracian dominion recovered 
to Athens. i Death <rf Thrasybuhts and Corion. Anaxibius commhn-der- 
in-chief o f the Lacedcemonians inrAsia^ Iphicf aXes o f the Athenians f  
D  fe a t  at}d death o f  Andxibius, ,

B. C. 3 9 h T he destruction of the army under Thimbron, while the ahilities of 
Ol. 9T. a-  ̂ Agesilaus Were confined to the Acarnanian war, had checked the appa- ‘ 

rently ill-judged exertion of the Lacedmraonians in Asia. Sedition, 
arising from the incompatibility o f interest of the wealthy and the poor, 
that great mover of Grecian domestic politics, again drew the attention 
of the government thither, and Asia was an inviting field for those , 

, who could obtain commands. ^
That, civil order, or, in one word o f his own close and expressive Ian*- 

guage, better painting his object, that eunomy, which Strabo admired 
' in the iland of Rhodes, when, in common with all surrounding coun

tries, it held its government under patronage of the Roman'empire, 
did not at this time flourish there. The rich and the poor coidd not 

. agree upon a form of government, whfch might inable them to hold their 
finefiland in independency, tho’’po foreiu power offered them violence.*

. Incapable of coalescing, and each beyond ah things’ decided -against 
submission to the other, each solicited subjection to a foreiii authority. 
After the conclusion of the Peloponnesian war, the Many had for some ' 
time rested under the government of the Few, everywhere patronized 
by the conquering people. .But,- when the Lacedmmonian interest in' 
Asia was. suddenly overthrown, when Athens again became, a name- 

12 ' , . , among
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gmong the Grecian powers, and- an Athenian admiral eoniinanded the 
seas, whether from ambition of chiefs, or sufferings o f the people, or 
both together, civil contest arose; thedemocratieal party forming con- Xen. H6l._

 ̂ nectiou with Athens, obtained thp superiority; and all the men of higher ’
rank were expelled. Lacedsemon, of course, became their refuge. The , 
Lacedaemonian administration thoiight it important to prevent such an 
accession, as* that of all Rliodes,, tp the Athenian dominion; and so little 
was apprehended from the fleet lately so formidable under Conon, that 
eight triremes were supposed sufficient for the purpose. But the intel-

- •  ■ '  , / * i. ’

-ligence, on which this judgement was formed, appears to have been B. C. 391. 
very defective ; for the Rhodians themselves possessed twice the number 97. i- 

- of ships of war; so that the Lacedemonian squadron, having reached Xen. Hel, 
the port of Cnidus, in want o f aq,object to which its strength Was equal, 
remained mostly there., ' ' ■ *

When it was resolved, at Lacedemon, to keep a squadron on the 
Asiatic station, it was resolved also to .send an officer'to take the 
command by land in Asia Minor, who might collect the broken relics o f 
Tbimbron’s army, preserve the'towns yet disposed to the LaCedsenionian* 
interest, and prosecute war against Strutbas. This command was 
committed to, Diphridas; who, tho unsupported any force from 
Peloponnesus, yet by his activity ip business,̂  civil , and nailitary, with 

* assistance from the. pleasantness o f his manners, restored, irf a conri- s. 22. ,
derable degree, the- Lacedemonian affairs in A'sia. In several'towns 
the Lacedemonian interest was revived or confirmed, and a fortunate, 
incident gave means for raising an efficient military force: Dgranes, 
wdth his wife, the daughter o f  Struthas, was made prisoner; and a 
large sum being' raised by their ransom, Diphridas used it to raise a 
body o f mercenaries, which he found means also to maintain. ,
,  In the following year, the Laced^inoniao admihistration, earnest to B.C.390.*'* 
recover Rhodes, ordered Teleutias, brother of Agesilaus, to pass, with 01-97. f . 
his squadron, from - the Co.rinthin gulph to Asia, and take the com- ên. Hef. 
mand-in-chief. Thus reinforced, the Asiatic fleet consisted of twenty- A* 23- .*

- This and the preceding are Dodwell’s dates, made out from circumstances inJSeno-. 
phon’s narrative. - . ' .

T T seveir
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seven ship$, with Avhich Teleutias was- proc#e3ing from the station at 
Cnidus to Rhodes, 'when he fell i.n with an Athenian squadron of ten, 
and took all. Xenophon remarks an. iucmisistency in, the.nieasures of 
both partife.on; tills occasion.: Tire Athenians in actual alliance Aritir , 
Persia, or, atlcvast,! with the western satrap.s, had sent that squadron 
to assist Evagoras, king.pf Cyprus,: against. .Persia; and the LacedEeino- 
nians, at actual war tvith i*ei:sia, intercepteci that stjuatlron going to 
fight against their enemies. But \rhat seems principally to deserve 
noticej ’is the evidence afforded o f the, weakness and distraction of the' 
Persian comfeils, in consequence o f which that vast empire submitted 

.to insults, bn all sides, from the little Grecian' republics, ^ f  they 
songht Its^alliance, .they -sought it through insults and injuries; and, 
in the aethal injoynient of great advantages from its alliance obtained  ̂
still they did not refrain from insults and injuries.

..The usual activity o f the Athenians was excited by the loss o f their 
ship.s, and by the apprehension that the Racedaemoniatis might recover, 
the dominion of-the seâ  A  fleet o f forty triremes was committed to 
the orders o f Thrasybulus, That able and experienced officer,/pr-essing 
his way to Rbode.s, found TeleutiaS there. The Rhodian refugees 
held a post in the ’ Hand, which he had fortified - for theim With" 

,some assistance /rom bhU; they had venture'd ^ battle, but were de
feated, and the democratical party commanded the country.* Thrasy- 
bulus therefore, finding them thus able, to ssuppoit.themseh’̂ es,. and 
having tried in vain to bring Teleutias tc>,action, pro.ceeded: to the 
Hellespont. Hostilities, had arisen between AtnadocuS, or Aledocus 
paramount sOverein of the Odrysian Thracians, andSeuthes, the prince 
restored, through the assistance o f the Cyreian Greeks, to the com-* ’ 
mand of the country bordering .on the Propontis. He effected a 
reconciliation between-themr and, b y , forming.an. alliance with both - 
for the Athenian eommonwealtb, he added Considerably to the import- i 
ance of the Athenian patronage for tlie Grecian towns on the Thracian 
coast. He proceeded then to Byzantium,,and restored; the collectian

In the Hellenics find the name written Aniadocus, in the Anabasis always 
Medocus, which is the orthography that Diodorus has follbwed,, 1.4, c. 55.

- ^ ■ s-' * '
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of the toll, formerly Imposed by the Atheniatts, o f a tenth of the value 
of. the cargo of all .vessels passing the Fosporus Seemingly this 
.should not have been a measure very agreeable to.the Byzantines, tvho 
might naturally enough think themselves-best intitled'to such a tax 
collected there; but, nmong the Greeks;, when party-views* interfered, 
the general interest o f  the commonwealth was little oonsidered. Thra- 
sybulus ahoUshed the bligarchal government, established in Byzantium 
by - the ■ Lacedtemonians, and»restored democracy. With the demo- 
cratical party therefore^ thus, become the ruling party, the Atheiiian 
name was highly popular; and in the first moments of joy,' anything 
was borne from their benefactors. I f  indeed ageneral judgeinent isy o  
he formed from the accounts given even by Xenophon, the friend and' 

, admirer ofXacedgemon, of the coftduct o f aome o f tfic XacedaethOnian 
governors upon some occasions, it V'as not Wonderful that popul^ty

3̂25

Xen. Hd. 
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should attach in the moment- to any change ‘ h bulus had
simular success at Chaicedon. The Other Grecian towns, oft. the’ 
Asiatic shore, were already in thft interest of Athens, fts the a:liy o f  
Persia, or of the satrap in whose province they lay, excepting only ' 
Abydus, Avhere at present nothing invited his endevors.

His next attention therefore was given to the large and rich iland o f  
Lesbos; large among.the irands of the iEgean, hut scanty to fbj-m a 
stath sufficing for its own protection. The Lesbians nevertheless had 
no notion’ of coalescing under one goyernfttent. Pouf, five, or six 
towns affected each its separate soveteinty. Mitylen^ «the m ostp^ u-

** ’Airŝ Jlo rhi lie fSp TLoflov ?r̂ sov'
'Jaiir.—Decumam, ,e Ponto -uayigantibus ina* 
pô itam, publicaniS yendit. —Decimas
eorurn quse e Ponto veherentur,. iirl^ofo, 

cavit, scilicet, publicanis. Hesychius : a irl*  

BK l̂̂ aiiee, auteni, apuU Herb-..
dptum, ideiii qjipd finrflas-at. .Tbo t have not 
on all occasions perfect faifti'in HesycIituS, 
for explanations relating to the ageof Xenp* 
phon, yet I believe these may be nearly 
right. I should however havp been glad of' 
more explanation op the subject frond Xeho-' 
phon himself.. He indeed iitehtions ‘the

thing again in other words,, rather' confirm
ing these . jnterpretatiottd presently after.

n tun U Teu tliiletv lly \»
S._ 31.—venditam ah 

, Atheniensifeus gSjSê erum e Ponto-vectarum 
decumam.. .

* Plutarch mention? it as a popular say
ing in Greece, (viz. Â esil. V. 2, p. 1107.) 
that the LacedsemonianS'collectively,
<ri«) were the better men, but the Athenians 
individually (I Jta.) It was with individuals 
in command that the colonies had mostly 
to do. -
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lous and poM^erful, w as attached to  the A th en ian  interest.; a ll tlie others 

to  the Lacedaem onian ; and in  M eth ym h e, the n ex t in ,power to 

M ity len ih  a LaeedfeniOniaft harm ost resided. But refugees from  all 

w ere unceasingly watchir|g opportunities fo r ,res to rin g  them selves.. On 

these circum stances Thrasybu lus fou nded , th e 'p ro je c t o f  bringing the 

w hole  iland in to  the interest, and, in  e ffe c t , under the dom inion o f  

A thens. H e  was w e ll fe e e iv ed  in  M ity le n e  ;' and, b y  J io ld in g  out die. 

hope v th at a ll Lesbos m igh t he reduced  under th e ir dom inion, he. 

in ga g ed  the M itylehasans to  march--svjth h im  against M ethym ne. The 

refugees from  the o th e r towns w ere indu ced  to  jo in  him, b y  the hope, 

otherw ise desperate,, o f  re$toration to  th e ir  country. T h e  L aced em o

nian govern or, v en tu r in g  an ac fipn  w ith  him , was-defeated and killed. 

Som e o f  the tow ns then  surrendered, and the plunder o f  the lands o f  

the rest served fo r  present pay t'o’ the v ic tor iou s  army.

T h e  d o m in io n ,-o f th e  influence, w h ich  A thens fo rm erly  h e ld  over 

th a t la rge  part O f the G re e k  nation M Lich was settled in the ilands, o n , 

the A s ia t ic  coast, and on  the HellespOntine shores as far as the -Euxine, 

w as n ow  in  g rea t p roportion  recovered . Abydns,^ ye t.h e ld  b y  D ercy l- 

lidas, and the few  Io n ia n  tpwns that "D iphridas had been a,hle to  pre

serve to  the Lacedm inonian interest, w ere  the p rin cipa l exceptions. 

A f t e r  these im portan t services done, i t  rem ained still fo r  Thrasyhulus 

to  ac&om plirii w hat -\yas the particu lar o b je c t o f  his instructions, in 

lead in g  the arm am ent from  A thens* H a v in g  th ere fo re  passed tlie- 

w in ter in Leshos'^h he v/as anxious in spring to  g e t  to  R h od es  as early  ’ 

as possible, bu t to  g e t  there prepared in  the m ost effectual manner to 

m eet such a com m ander as-Teleuti-as,' M on ey , w h ich  the treasury o f  

his republic could p o t  Supply, m ust be obtained to support his arma

ment. ^On tha t curious subject, the co llec tion  o f  ta x  or tr ibu te  from  

those numerous -se lfi^^yern ed  to.wns, o ve r  which, the p a tron age  o f  

Athens, extended, o i*|h d  fear p f  its  arm s operated, tho it- frequ en tly

^  W e  find Xenophon still deficient in Athens to about midsummer o f the year 

marking dates; but the laborious ingenuity "B. C. 3905 t ’s departure from Lesbos, in 

o f Dbdwell has again here, I  think; been sue- which he agre*es with D iodorus, to spring- 
cessful, Contrary to Diodorus h^ has as- B .G . 389.
signed the .departure Of .Thrasybillus. from • ' '

occurs
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occurs to  m ention, we do n o t find, .among an tien t writers, theexplana^ 

tion  th a t  m igh t be wished. Thrasybulas, a fter receiviaig^ m oney from  

m any o th er towns, proceeded to  Agpeudus on the river Eurym edom , Diod. 1.1 4 . 

tlie  scene o f  the celebrated dotxble v ic to ry  o f  C im on  over the Persians. ' ,

T h e  Aspendians had already paid a contribution , when some irregu la

rities, com m itted  by the troops, so exasperated them, that th e y  

attacked  the A th eiiiap  n ava l camp by n ight, and Thrasybulus was 

k illed -in  his tent. ' ' . '

Such was the end o f  a man o f  no com m on merit, tried on various 

occas ion s ; j n  ^editions am on g fe llow citizens, in  commands against 

com m on enemies, and proved, in  them all, fo r  honesty and true 

patriotism , at least a fter A risteides and C im on, the most unequ ivoca l 

character am ong the numerous superior men that Athens had to  that 

tim e  produced. But, in  A thens, no character cou ld  escape the licen 

tious calum ny o f  those w ho m ade accusation a tra d e ; and, am ong the 

. rem ain ing orations, o f  Lysias, we find Thrasybu lus in vo lved  in a charge 

o f  pecu lation . C erta in ly the m ode used b y  the Athenians, o f  e x to r t

in g  revenue w ith  an armed force, gave  the tax -gatherin g  generals g rea t 

opportu n ity  fo r  sinister practices : but then i t  opened unbounded oppor

tu n ity  fo r  calumnious im putation , d ifficu lt fo y th e  clearest p rob ity  to  

r e fu te ; because, to  p rove  honesty, a n egative  m ust be proved. X e n o 

phon appears to  have had no partia lity  fo r  Thrasybu lus: in p arty  

indeed th ey  were rather opposite ; but, iii re la tin g  his death, Jie speaks 

his p an egy r ic  : ‘ Such,-’ he says, ‘ was the end o f  Thrasybulus, a man 

‘ o f  the h igh est estim ation*’  /  a concise, y e t perhaps a com pleter eu lo gy  

than, in  a ll his rem ain ing ivorks, w e  find bestow ed  upon any other 

politica l character, excep tin g  on ly  ,his particu lar friend  and patron 

Agesilaus.

T o  the loss o f  this g rea t man was added 'that o f  Conon, o f  whose

So I think the import o f the Greek 

phrase may mostiairly be given in our lan
guage,— fAaXot avTjp ayaOoj ITvat— which
the Latin translator has rendered perhajSs as 

nearly as the Latin language would admit, 
— :riiaxim4 virtute viri. Cornelius Nepos’s 
eulogy of Thrasybulus seems the same ex

pression amplifieddn translation: Si pet se 

virtus sine fortuna ponderanda sit, dubito 
an hunc (Thrasybulum) primum omnium 

ponam. dlli sine dubio, neminem pra fe ro ; 
fide, constantia, magnitudine animi, in pa- 
triam aniore.

fate
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Isocr.Paneg, fate- We have tiothing’ certain after his inlpfisonment by'TeriBazus; but, 
p. 2?o. 1.1. i t ‘seeir/s most probaWe that he escaped from coiifinemeot, reached theLys.pro.bon.  ̂ s,  ̂  ̂ • '
Aristopii. - ilantl of ^Cyprus, \ l̂iere he had large property, and died there .
|^5a, vel ub others perl)aps could have raised Athens, frorb minj 'to that

, ' degree of strength and splendor, which she had already.recovered, so 
mone possessed the means of Thrasybulus and Conqn, whether by abi- 

, «lilies and ex{ierience> or by interest and influence among Grecian states
* and forein powers, still to promote her progress to empire. TJie Lace- 

dffijnonians neverthbiess were alarmed at what had been already done, 
and especially at the recovery of the command of the Bosporus, and 
o f tb l'to ll collected there. Dercyllidas* who had reniained'in his 
goyefttment Of Abydus, without a force sufficient for effectual opera-- 
tion against Thrasybulus, was, perhaps, while the affairs of Greece* 
required the presence of Agesilaus, the fittest ntaii that Sparta could 
furnish for the Asiatic Coinniand. But the interest of Anaxibius pre
vailed W'ith the epbors. He sailed with only three triremes and nO 
troops, blit he'was furnished M'ith levy money for a thousand men.

To supply the .lost abilities Of Thrasybulus and Conon, Iphierates 
now stood foremost among the Athenian officers. It is an important, 
tho, for the modern reader, an over concise passage of'Xenophon, in 
which he mentions that Iphierates, while eopmaisding in Peloponnesus,

'Xen. Hef. 
-1. 4. c. 8. 
s'- si.

t  32.

3.

*  The biographer' Nejjos says that, .aq- 
cordinĝ  to some reports, Conon was carrieU 
‘into the king’s presence, and was put to 
death,, or died, in Upper Asia;, but that, 
according to- the histo-rian Dinott,’ in his 
opinion the best aulhority for Persian affairs,̂  
he .escaped froth confinement. It is some
thing remarkable that ndne of the extattt 
cotemporary writers mention the death of 
so illustrious a man. _ Xenophon relates his 
imprisonment, and (here leaves hini. A li- 
centioos Latin translation seems to have led ̂  
some to quote Isocrates as asserting that be: 
was put to death by the Persians — Kotwiiflf 
jMV •“  fwl (Paneg,
p. 26'8. 1. 1.) which, apparently for the sake 
of a rounder period' than ah exact version 
would readily have allowed, is rendered Ly ,

. Auger, Cm onem  comprehensum interjicere aiisi 

s m t ,  '  The meaning appears to me to be no 
more than that they seized him with the 
purpose of putting him tO'death; and as the 
completion .of the purpose is not expressed, 
it seems implied that.it did not follow. From ' 
Lysias we learn that the large property of 
Conon in Cyprus was disposed of, after his 
death, in conformity to a written will which 
he left, (h y s , pro ,bon. Aristoph. p. 155, 
wel 538i) and it seems in some degree imr 
plied, in the same passage, that he died 
there. The omission of all mention of. hiS 
death, after noticing bis imprisonment, seems 
to mark that Xenophon knew nothing of his 
having been put to death by the Persians, 
and it i? not likely that Le would have re
mained nnin&rmed of stieh a circumstance,

put
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piit to death some GoMathians, for their zeal for the- connection .with 
Argos ; a violence of .which the united republics took no farther dotice 
than to dismiss him and his troops, with*the pretence of having no 
farther need o f  them. - - ' '

The appointiCent of a ’ new conifnander from kacedsem.on, Avith.an 
iuc're,ased force,' to 'act i-n the Hellespont, induced 'thd Atherrians:. to 
send Iphicrates ihither, with eight'triremes aiid. tyelve htindre^-far- 
geteers. Desi-iltoiy expeditions, for the cdllectioli o f booty, for some 
time,em,pIoyed-both generals. A proposal to revolt at length coming 
to Anaxihins from a party in Antandms, h e’ led thither the gTeater 
part off.his fGrce,> >consisting‘̂ df Ahydenes, mercenaries, ahdvthe^Ijace- 
dasmonkn-governors,‘hvith-their followers, who had taken ,refug.^in 
Abydus Avith Dercyllidas. %hicrates>,-informed o f  this m'Ovemcht, 
crossed the Hellespont in the night, landed on the Asiatic shore, arid, ». 
diiectihghi« m4rchtoward;Gr^aste, on-the highlands pf Ida,-where, • “ 
saya Xenophon,; were the,'goldmines-; o f the Antandrians, ho took a s. 37. 
statiouicommodidus for-inteficepting the •Laccdseinoniahsontheir return,;.
His- sTnadron.hastened back-to- Sestus,; and, at daybreak; according 
to orders given,.amoved up-the Hellespont-toward the Fropontik. I t  
Aya.s,; seen,; fromittKe Asiatic shore, .holding that ’ course, -and the ■ fein  ̂
completely deceived bias i;.:Avho, * in the persuasion .that Iphicrates

teas gone on .some expedition to thenoithwardj marched in fuirsecuri tyl s, 3S.
He no soonec saw thehttb^ran- infenfrjf, so Â ell; was the ambuscade 
planned, than he sa.w. his oWn defeat Inevitable; ’With the ready and 
hrm conci&epess of a, Spartan, addressing h if |>eOpte, he said, * I f  'will 
‘ be proper for me to die here: hasten yoti ta-save-'yohrselves, before 
‘ the enemy is .-upon yoml "Taking theft his shield frOm his shield- 
hearer, -and,; being joined by twelve o-f-fhe ekpelled-hacedfemonfan 
governors, they fought on the* spot till all weie killed.* This testirhonyl 
to .the remaining ivigor* o f  the InStitfttiohs o f ' ’Ly cnrgiiS,' is the more 
remarkable,,as;Xenophoft,'in doingjustice td the hravery of Aftaxlhius,* 
appeals tohave been verjfTai’- from, hating-had' eitheV personal regaid 
for him, of esteem for his chafacterf" .̂ The rest of the armv,
’ /  ̂  ̂  ̂ - -flyingj

DereyllWas appeafstoliavebeen mpcii- tbought .hipa ill used by the appointnieiy .of 
the friend bf Xenophon,*who seems;to'havei A'naxibius to "supersede him.’ By Anaxibius 
'"'Vo b. I l l , . ■ U ¥ - ' ’ - -himself,
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was pur-Sued, with considerable slaughter, to the very walls 
of. Ahydus.

S E C T I O N  V II.

Frcebooting war̂  of the Mginetans against Attica: Siege of JEgina. 
Lacedcemonian public revemie. Connection o f Athens ’with Cyprus, 
Teleutias commander oh the Gr-ecian coast .• Antalcidas commander in 
Asia, and again ambassador from Lacedeemon to, the satrap o f I^dia. 

. Able conduct of Antalcidas, in military command and in. negotiation,. 
Treaty concluded between Lacedoimon and Persia, and Peace dictated 
to Greece by the TciCedaimonian government, in the king of Persia’s 
name, commonly called the Peace of Antalcidas-

B. C., 5 8 7 . W hI iiE Athens w'as recovering empire beyond the .Egean, .she was 
0 1. 97A- is.ufFerihg at home those evils of predatory war,̂  to rrhich, in the scan

tiness o f their territories, the most powerful of the Grecian republics 
were always liable. Hitherto eomtnerciai intercourse between Athens' 
and E gina, tho^JEgina ivas o f the Lacedasmonian alliance, had liot 
been interrupted; the Lacedsemonians themselves, in the desire, of find
ing opportunity to divide the forrnidable confederacy that opposed 
them, having been dautious of carrying hostility directly against Atticai 
But since a nayaTwar was beguh, in which the Athenians of course 
took the lead, such caution was. laid aside; fhe, Eginetans were in- 
epuraged to-infest the, Attic trade and pillage the coast, and* E gioa  
became again ‘ the eyesore of Peirteus.’ . . -

Distressed by this annoyance, the Athenians sent Pamphilus, with 
ten triremes and a body of heayy-armed, to besiege Egina, Teleutias 
happened to be in the neighborhood, . collecting tribute among the 
ilands.. For; notwithstanding their professions of total disinterestedness 
during the Peloponnesian war> the Lacedsemonians had how avowedly,, 
and indeed not vvrthout necessity, abandoned that system, and. followed

Xeiii lie}. 
1. 6 . c.. 1.-
s. 1_

s. 2..

himself, whea he had before the' command observable that he mentions the impiety of 
in the Hellespont, Xenophon had been, as Anaxibius, shown in his contempt of augury, 
we have senn,.. extremely- ilhtreated.- It is as amonĝ  the Causes .of his catastrophe.

the
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'the example of Athens in raising a public revenue. According to 
Diodorus, after the Peloponnesian war, they collected a thousand Diod. I u, 
talents, perhaps near two hundred and fifty thousand, pounds, yearly, P- 
which he seems to l̂ave considered as a'great exaction. Ontheap-  
proach,of the jLacedsemoiiian fleet the Athenian squadron retired, but 
the siege of ,3Egina by land was'still continued, * The season of the 
annual change of commanders occurring soon aftei> Hierax, the sue- Xen. Hel. 
cessor of Teleutias in the cornmand’ in-chief, led the greater part of the h c. i. 
fleet to Rhodes, leaving only twelve triremes under Gorgopas, who, 
with that small force, so blockaded the Athenian troops, that they 
sutfered and risked more than the ,®gihetans, whom they were besieging.
An exertion o f the Athenian government relieved them, By reConyeying 5 . - •  
them to Attica. But, immediately as'the iEginetani were thus set at 
liberty, depredation was renewed on the Attic shores, with increased 
sedulity and vigor. A  squadron of thirteen triremes Was therefore 
appointed, under the comniand of Eunomus, to guard tbe coast. By 
a surprize in the night, ab ly ' conducted, Gorgopas took four, and s. 
compelled the rest to seek shelter in the harbour of Peir^us. •

We cannot refuse our admiration to the activity and spirit o f enter- ■ .
 ̂ prize of theAthenian gnverumen^ which, amid these distr^es at home/ 
could, direct its atteutioiy to the Caston end of the Mediterranean, and, ■ 
while Attica was so pressed, could resolve to send succours to a distant 
ally, a meritorious ally indeed, Evagoras, tyrant of Salatiiis in Gyprus,
We find, arnong antient artd modern writers (tho the cotdniporary 
historian is not In the number)  ̂ lofty eulogy'on the mutual friendship, 
the* magi^nimous friendship, of the Athenian people and E^^agoras; 
uninterrupted in various fortune, and in a  length of years. Declamation, 
rather than reason, seenis to have Been thought fittest tc  give credit to 

' such mutual sentiments,' tho the connection certainly Subsisted, between 
a despot and a multitude. But political connections have cOmmonly 
their real source in mutual wants; and Ave are not M’holly withoqt 
information of those which produced, and maintained, the friendship*, 
between the Atheitian democracy and the tyrant of Salamis**. Athens 

■’ ' * ■  ̂ ‘ had
** yaluable infomiatjon .no doubt may be gathered from that otation 6f IsocrateSi'in-

' V  ]}  2  titled
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had a pppulat'wn which the scaiky produCe'< f̂ its owh barreli aad narroî  ̂
territory Avith cultivation cornmitted, of late yeare, "almost intirely t<? 
slaves, .could not feed.' Its nearest resource was Euboea; its greatest- 
the shores of the, Euxine. - Eut, in .wars so frequent and_almost conti
nual among.tbe Greeks, the hazard for heaV'y,trading-ships, of threadingv 
the, Bosporus .and {the; Hellespont, . and then winding their way among'- 
the ilands pf.theidEgean, Â as so great, .that supplies fromf that plea-* 

rtifu! .couptr.y . would. ' he- preeajiojusji. and- other •, resources desirable.- 
Eyotm Cyprus, .the havigatiqh tOiAthens might be oped, when that from.̂  
the-Euxine -syas prechided ; /and a cotemporary, orator informs ns of .on©' 

-Andoc. de occasioH,- wlicn Athens, pressed,.by dearth and apprehension of famine, 
a? 22' s-3, looked., principally to Cyprus, for relief. , Probably the service to the 
of'this Hist. Athenian people, which procured Evagoras the honor of being, admitted- 

to the freedom; of the city, consisted in jsupplying  ̂them with corn,' in 
the last years o f the JPeloponnesian,war. I Such a benefit would'he likely.; 
to make impression on the M any; to win .thpir favor, and ingage them 
attachment, even to-a. tyrant; while their  ̂leaders, more particularly. 
connected with him, wouM  Jrnow how to esteem the connection Whichi 
inabled them to minister,to fhe wants -of the Many, their to&ls and 
masters.. On .the other hand, for Salamis, Athens' ivas-a valuable 
market ; and .to Eyagoras, pressed by the controll of Persia, at the 
discretion o f its satraps, sometimes threatening his safety, always' 
checking- his ambition, every . allianGe, founded on mutual interest, 
and especially that o f  a maritime ,power like Athens, would be highly 
valuable. ■ ‘ ' - V. * v ' '

Induced b y ,Such considerations, ■ with-perhaps others fess indicated 
Xen Hel antient writers, the Athenian government- resolved that m consider-
1. 5. c. 1. al>le. force , should pass to Cyprus, and. the advantageous choice was 

, made of Chabrias, one o f the first .military characters of his active age

titled The Encomium of E-vagoras, which 
is said to have been wi-ittea for the funeral 
^ the Salaminiaa prince, It.is. however nht '- 
by taking: ingenious panegyric in- the lump, • 
but by. sifting it, byxomparing it with infor
mation remaining from other, especially co*

temporary, writers, by observing its con«ec-» 
fidh with the course of events, and its con
sistency with kno-wh facts, and with the tem
per of rnankind and of the-age, that the truly 
valuable is to.be discovered: and ascertained.̂

- - - ' ' • for
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for the conmiancl.: But th^t Atti(ia,iiiigbt he safe While a large Jiart o f ' 
its force \yas on -distant service, the amiament was directed first to Ihe 

- repression of the aiinoyance suffered from .Sgiriai - Ghabria  ̂ landed oa„ 
that ilaud j an action insued ; Gorgopas was killed,-and such.slaughter 
vras made of his troops and seanren, that, for some'time, the Attic coast , 
and navigation^ in the obtemporary' historian’s expression, were unmo
lested as' in peace. - • ' , . •

The Lacedffiinonian revenue, notwithstanding the tribute collected^ 
was evidently scanty for the^expencd of a naynh war; a deficiency td 
which, apparently in a'great degree  ̂ must be attributed the narrow and- 
desultory exertion by land. After the blow in lEgina, the surviving 
crews refused to obey theorders of Eteonicu*, whohucceeded GorgOpay 
in the command, because he had no pay for them. The resource of the 
Lacedsemonian government -was in the jersonal character o f Teleutias.
N ot raised to. fame by any achievement of-extfadrdinary splendor,
Teleiitias had the merit of attaching,-in a.singular degree, the affection s. 3, 4. 
and esteem of those who served under him. On his arrival to take the 
GOmmand from> Eteonicus, jo y  peiWaded the armament.' Assembling’ - 
the soldiers and seamen, ‘ I bring no pay with me,’ he said, f  but, God.
‘-'wTlling, and' you assisting, I will ©n'devd.iv that you shall; not want.
‘ You know-that, when f  commanded befoi% hiy door was alWays Open.
‘ to any who desired to speak with me, and so it shall be now. 'When .
‘ you have plenty, you shall find me well supplied'; but when you see- 
‘ me bearing cold.and heat and watching'', you Tnnsf expect in these 
‘ also to have youe sliafe. Y on  have, I know, deserved the reputatioft-
* of brave-me:p;>  ̂T t  will, be'your husinesa now to increase that repu-
* tation, 'W e must labor together that W’C may injoy together; ahd; 

what is riioie gratifying than to procure our subshtence by our arms,
‘ without flattering any man, Greclc or barbarian, for pay ? Plenty at .

the enemy’s expence is at the same time wealth and glory.’. He was. 
answered with a universal shout, ‘ Goxnmand, and we will obey ! ’ •
• Teleutias resolved-, immediately to  use this'ready'zeal. He ordered s. i ,̂ 17, is. 

all aboard in the evening, with one day’s: provision ,* and crnssmg the’- 
gulphj’to withina mile.of the ha'rboitr o f  PeirreuSjW’aited for daybreak,
With hisvsmalhsquadrbn, orrIy twelve trirexnes,'/he then pushed into the "

port.
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port.  ̂ A force more than sufficiofit to oyerwhdm him. was there,’ but 
not a ship in a state for action. The surprize was as complete as he 
had foreseen or could wish." Stich triremes as fell readily within his 
reach he rendered unserviceable ; many laden merChant-ships he towed 
away ; and some o f bis crews, leaping ashore, surrounded some seafaring 
arid mercantile men, and forced them aboard, prisoners. Alarm spred 
rapidly .among the inhabitants : those within , doors ran out to inquire 

. what the disturbance was ; those without, as . where defence (not the 
business meerly of a garrison) was the near inteiest Of all, hastened in 
for their arms; while some ran to the city-to communicate the intel
ligence; and shortly all Athens, horse and foot, came down, in the 
apprehension that the port was already in the enemy’s possession.

Meanwhile Tel'eutiasj .sendirig-away his prizes, under convoy of four 
trifemes, for jEgipa, with the rest of his squadron coasted Attica south
ward. Numerous fishing vessels, with some passage-boats’ from-the 

 ̂ ilandSj Concluding that a squadrori fa’om Peirseus must be Athenian, 
fell into his hands, 'without attempting flight. At Sunium he captured 
several trading-ships, some laden with corn; some with ether merchan
dize. Directing then his course to JEgina, and there Selling his prizes, 
he gave his crews a morithls pay in advance, and quickly his cornpld-'' 
ments,, which he had found deficient, were filled with volunteers;  ̂
and he had a squadron as zealous in the service and orderly as it had 
lately been backward and mutinous. ~ . . .

But when a riaval force, without which their own territory must' 
always be insecure, could not be maintained and brought into action 
without th e : singidar * ability and popularity, and. pfrhaps too the 
good fortune, of a Teleutias ; when, after great victories by land, they 
had scarcely advanced a step against their enemies, even in Europe; 
and, in Asia and the ilands, the extensive command, which devolved to 

' them by the extinction o f the empire of Athens, was nearly passed 
away; the Lacedemonians were aware that their resources were'iiriequal 
to break, a league o f half foeece, against them, assisted muth money 
from Persia: they found -tliat a war .to pull down the once widely 
dreaded power of Athens, and a war to maintain thqir own power, now 
.become little less invidious,, were v^ry differently considered by those 
« , 1 1  ' whose*
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whose support was necessary*to them; and that,, after recalling their 
able and sLicC'essfurcomihander from Asia, iiot'only, their authority 
among the Grecian states of their alliance, but even the safety of their 
own territory,' was precarious. '

• Under this pressure, .looking around for means'bf reliefy there were 
circumstances affording hope that negotiation with Persia might be 
attempted with advantage, and the resolution v;as taken to make the 
trial. Teribazus, m4k> had shown ‘a disposition sd friendly to them, 
was returned to the chief command in Asia.Minor; and the hostile 

, Pharnabazus, honored with the gift of the king.’s daughter in marriage, 
■ yŝas gone from his satrapy to the capital. A t the same time, in cohse  ̂
quence of successful negotiation at Syracuse and among the Italian 
states, a powerful reinforcement tq the fleet was , expected ; which 
might itiable Lacedmrabn to treat upon more equal terms, than if  
excluded from the seas, and sinking under her enemies arms. Antalcidas,' 
who had successfully conducted the former-negotiation with Teribazusy 
was the person who stood forward for the management of the business  ̂
or whom the administration, and, apparently, the public voice called 
for. B^ide his. inteî ŝt in. Eaced^mon, . vyhich. appears to have l̂ een 
powerful, not only the favor he,had acquired with Teribazus; but his 
connection o f hospitality with Ariobarzanes, who governed the. Helle> 
spontine satrapy in the absence of Pharnabazus, strongly recomrn.ended 
him ;, and he was appointed, at the same time, ,cotnraander-in-chief in 
Asia,, and ainbassador to the'Persian government; - ' ,

Arriving at Ephesus,in autumn,. Antalcidas sent-the-fleet, consisting 
of twenty-five t.riremes, under, his vice-adnijr^l .Nicolochus, to oppose 
Iphlcrates in the Hellespont. He went himself immediately to wait 
upon Teribazus, whom be found not only disposed, to-Lacedasmort and 
to himself, in the same friendly manner as.‘.before, but fuTnished With, 
authority from his court to ingage in even offensrve alliance, for.the pur
pose o f compelling the confederated republics to accede to terms of peace, 
which had been settled ip the Persian cabineP”®. 'Returning then to 

* ■ . . .  - . ■ , ’ Ephesus,
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0aeriXs«, U . iXeyet. Upon a comparison of this, pas-
«• tS  ̂»u- saĝ  witli that Teribazus .was last.
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Ephesus, the satrap accompanied ;him There iutelUgeucq  ̂came to 
them that Iphicrates, having collected all the :aca:ttered naval force of 
th‘e Athenians in the neighborhood o f the Hellespont,. cd-'the'; number 
o f thirty-two triremesf blockaded Nicolochus in the haihour o? AbyduS; 
and it  was. to be feared that the squadrons daily expected, from Syracuse 
and Italy to assist the Lacediemonians, would b,e inteTcepted. Upon 
this Antalpi'das .hastened by land to Abydns.- By a stratagem he took 
eight triremes, coming from the Thracian coast Jo. reinforce Iphicrates.
:He was soon after joined hy-twenty from-Sicily and Italy. : Cdilecting * 
.then the naval force of all the Ionian towns, over which-the influence 
o f Teribazus extended, arid, through tile friendship of Aridbarzanes, 
receiving,some even from the dEolian, which’Wbuld rather have .gone 
to reinforce the enefeiy,' had Pharnabazus remained in tbe'satraisy, 
he was at the head of a fleet of above eighty trirenies. The Athenians 
were utterly unable to contend with this force: the Ljicedmmoninhs 
commanded the seas ; and the Athenian authority, trade, and revenue, 
in the Hellespontine countries, ceased. ;■ " . *

Antalcidas, possessing means thus for conquest, persevered hever- 
the.less in his purpose o f making peace; and the temper of the principal, 
belligerent republics; , M'hich had felt severely the* pressure of War, at this 
time favored his purpose. The Athenians, seeing the conimand of the 
sea decidedly, gdne from them, and the king, from theirs, become the 
enemy’ s ally, fearing a»secdnd siege o f  Athens itself,_ and in the mean 
time unable to protect their territory against the ravage even of Aiginetan 
privateers, were earnest for peace. .Even the Lacedemonians, employed, 
in some'towns, in guarding against the danger of forehi assault ; in others 
in the more irksome service of obviating sedition and preventing revolt; 
a whole moraiu Lecheum and.anoth'er iq Orchomenus, while Corinth

before mentioned, the meaning of the bisto- 
,rian appears.I thiuk clearly that given in the 
-te.xt: but-the incomplete connection and 
deficient explanation,in many parts of the 
■ Grecian annals, show'.that the work never 
had the author’s finishing Jiarid.

'O  SI AiilcckxiSat satlsfri-

■ The historian has omitted to mention whe
ther Antalcidas went to wait upon Teribazus. 
The Tatin translator seems to have under- 
stoodit to be in Upper, Asia; but'I father 
think the word kwIeSj) means no more than 
that TerlbastkS came .dytrre to. the coast with 
Antalcidas, probably from-Sardis.

' W'as.
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.'vvâ  a constant and most harrassing object of contest; tired of Conti* 
nual, calls to these knd similar duties, were little- allured by the prospect 
of conquest beyond the AEgean. Still more the Argiaiis, distressed by 
repeated ravage of their rich territory, more exposed than any others 
of the confederacy to a repetition of the evil, and without a fleet ,to 
revenge, or transmarine possessions whence -to supply themselves, had 
more than others occasion for peace. The Boeotians only remained, 

Tess solicitous to put ah end to a war,' from which latterly they had less 
suffered, but which they could not support alone.

The proposal however for peace v̂as not made in a manner the* most 
creditable to Lacedsenion, orTikely to be very, gratifying 4;o the Greek 
nation. I t  came from TeribazuSj in the form of a requisition, for a 
congress o f ministers from all the belligerent republics, which mi^ht be 
disposed to accede to terms o f peace, to be offered hy the king. Hever- 
tireless all sent their ministers. The congress being Opened, Teribazus 
produced a rescript from, the king, showed the royal sig'net, and then 
red thus' : ‘ Artaxerxes the king holds it just, That all cities oil the 
‘ continent of Asia belong to his dominion, together with the Hands of 
‘ Clazomense and Cyprus; and that all other Grecian ^̂ ities, little and 
‘ great, be independent, except that the Hands of Lenulus, Imhrus, and 
‘ Scirus remain, as of old, under the dominion o f Athens. I f  any 
* refuse these terms, against such I will join in war with those who 
‘ acceirt them, and give my assistance, by land and. by sea, with ships 
‘ and with m o n e y .

However strange this dictatorial address, from Persian governor 
to- the Greek nation, may appear to those whose ideas o f the Grecian 
spirit of independency have been drawn front, declaimers under the 
Roman empire, yet, from cotempofary writers, it does not seem that the 
general mind was greatly shockedhy it. . Evidently however the Greeks,

33>

Xen. Hel. 
1.3. cAv 
S.27. ;

B.C.386»'.
01, 2. 
Spring*
Xen. Hel. 
1.5. C.IV 
s. 28.

Polytius (1.1. p.7 .) and Stfabo (1.S, 
p. 287.) say, that the peace of Antalcidas wfts 
mafle in the Igth year after the battle of 
Aigospotami; and this has been the canon 
-to which Dadwell Iws accommodated his 
dates, ■ ' ■ -

The change from the third to the first
‘ Voi,. III.

person here copied from the Greek, has pro= 
bably -beeii preserved from the Persian.

Clazomense was separated by so Vefy nar* 
row a strait, that it was generally considered 
as a city of the Ionic main: it h.-is been spe* 
cified here apparently to Obviate cavilling.
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had no reason to' fear, and did hot fear, the Persian military power. 
Persia .was incomparably weaker than in the reign of Xerxes, and 
Greece united would have been strongei'. Perhaps indeed there never 
existed, at any period, a nation so superior "in military force to. th'e 
rest of the world, as that assemblage of little military commonwealths 
at this time was, could they have been firmly united. But, tho inca* 
pable of steddy union, they had felt sex̂ erely the inconveniencies’̂ of 
discord, and of that unfailing sourco of discord, the separate indepen-* 
dency of every city. Nothing but the fear of greater, and indeed of 
the greatest evils, could have produced the submissive attachment of 
the smaller republics to Athens or Lacedtemon; while even those com
manding cities found perpetual uneasiness, from an authority which 
they 'could neither quietly hold’nor safely abdicate. When the military 
power of Persia then ceased to be feared; when, on the contrary, tlie 
Grecian military were sought by the Persian satraps, and employment 
in the Persian service became iamiliar to Grecian troops; when friendlŷ  
intercourse and ttie pledge of hospitality became common between 
Greeks of rank and the Persian great; hat especially after the high 
favor with which Cyrus had distinguished the Greeks, and when the 
event of his expedition had so .clearly shown, that the Persian king Was 
to be'feared only on account of his wealth, which inabled Greeks to 
subdue Greeks, but no longer, inabled Persia, Svithout Grecian assist
ance, to be formidable to Greece, the Persian king might be considered 
as no unnatural mediator in the destructive quarrels of the Greeks 
among themselves. Accustomed to the authority of men nearer their 
owii level, officers of the Lacedemonian or Athenian governments, 
they little felt the indignity of s'ubmission to the mandate of the great 
potentate of Asia. -

Thus prepared then, all the*belligerent republics, upon being applied 
to by their respective ministers at the congress,, immediately acceded 
to the terms proposed.’ Even the Thebans did not, as far as appears, 
profess to make any diffitulty. Their great" object was, not the freedom 
of Greece, but the establishment of their own power over all the 
Boeotian towns. They required, therefore, that the oath 6f the Theban 
ministers should be taken as the complete representatives of Boeotia.

1 1  A  remarkable
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A  3‘emarkaMe controversy itisued. AgesjJauS) says the historian'bis 
friend, declared he would not accept their Oath,, unless made in exact 
conformity to the king’s rescript,^ which required the independency of 
every Grecian city, littld and great. The Theban ministers said ‘ that 
‘ no such requisition ha4 been recmved,at Thebes.’ ‘ ‘ Go then,’ said 
Agesilaus, ‘ and ask. But at the same time tell your empldyers that,
‘ .unless they comply, Thebes will be excluded from the benefit o f the 
peace.’ The ministers went accordingly: but Agesilaus, in his ani- xen. Hel, 
mosity against the Thebans, would immediately employ coercive mea- 
sures, and his influence decided the ephors. Orders were issued: for 
the army to assemble, LaOedsemonians and aliies> , at Tegea}- and the; 
king himself, after a propitious border-passing sacrifice, hastened thithen 
Before he was ready to march, however, the Theban ministers returned, 
with a declaration of the acquiescence o f thejr commonwealth; and 
accordingly Thebes was admitted to the general terms o f peace,, and 

’ the Boeotian towns were restored to independency.
The Coririthians and Argians, after having separately sworn to the  ̂

peace ’*, wmfe still for preserving the uniph o f the two republics; but 
this could not be done, so powerful still was the adverse party ifi*
Corinth, without keeping a body of Arglan troops there. Agesilaus 
threatened immediate hostility, against, both Corinth and Argos, if- 
these Were not withdrawn. A  reluctant obedience Was paid to his fe-* 
quisition thus inforced. Upon the departure o f the Argians,  ̂all thpse 
Corinthians, who. Since the Argian connection', had been-living ift’ 
banishment, returned to theit country; those who had been most active' 
in promoting that connection,- togAher with' the more nptbrious o f 
those who. had been concerned in the massacre which preceded it, 
aware that Corinth wSsno longer a place o f safety for them, emigrated;’ • 
arid Corinth and Argos became, as forruerly, distinct republics. Thus 
peace was established throughout Greece; armies were dismissed, -fleetŝ  
laid up"; and friendly and Commercial intercourse became open, among 
all the republics Of the nation ; at least as faf as thepoliticai eircum-

** Tfiisr is flof directly said, bat seeniS clearly enough impliedthe eoacisc ejfpression 
of XenopliOH. •

X X’  ̂ ' * stances
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stances o f the country would allow, numerous citizens of every re
public, being in exile, and faction yet remaining within ail.

Agesilaus, it is evident,' approved the treaty of Antalcidas; and, in
one of the most studied of the political tracts o f Isocrates, in which he
has most urgently contended fpr the general freedom o f Greece, we find
it not only approved, as a proper measure at the time, but recoin- '
mended as a model for following occasions.,- ‘ Nothing^ he says,
‘ can be juster, nothing more advantageous for.Athens^h’ On another

Isocn naim- occasion indeed, when stimulation against Lacedaemon was among his 
then, p. 496.. i t 1 * /. . * . ,
t, 2., objects, he has taken the abandoning o f the Asian Greeks, to

under Persia, as ground for vehement invective. And indeed throughout
Greece, wherever there was a disposition* adverse to Lacedaemon, or
tlie purpose of exciting suchj this appears to have been a favorite topic
for reproach; wlience perhaps Xeiiophon, who, in his genefal history,
has given an account o f the peace o f Antalcidas as i f  he concurred
in sentiment with his -patron Agesilaus about it, in his panegyric o f
Agesilaus has wholly avoided the subject. That concession'was indeed
a surrender of the proudest and fairest claim of glory that Lacedseraom
|).erhaps ever acquired. Yet it seems not justly to be imputed as a
peculiar crime or dishonor to Antalcidas. A  similar, or,rather a more
disgraceful dereliction,of the cause of the Asian Greeks, occurred on
the conclusion of the Peloponnesian war. They had been found under
the protection (so half Greece would have termed it, hut at worst
under the dominion) o f a Greelan people; they were left to the mercy
of barbarians, jn subjection to the Persian empire. . But,*on the present ■
occasion, the Lacedaemonians had to aUedge, that not they,, hut their
e.nemies, had betrayed the common, cause o f the nation, fey producing
the necessity for recalling Agesilaus from his glorious exertions, which
had rescued the Asian Greeks from forein domiaion; atid given them".
independehcy

’ * A  deep.
cording even to his account, Agesilaus jus
tified the treaty, in argument, and supptJrted 
it by deed. P. 1112., .̂ H, Steph. In his 
life of iVrtaxerxes he iS'jifiry futile-on the ' 
sirijject of this treaty.

One cannot but smile at the grave as-
Krtk)̂

Putarch, in his life of .Agssilaus, 
(p. mi.) says that Antalcidas was the 
political enemy of Agesilaus; but the con
trary appears sufiiciently evident from Xe
nophon,. and, were confirmation, wanting,, 
we have it from Plutarch himself; fô  ac-
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A  deep policy has, by some writers, without any apparent foundation, 
been attributed to the Persian court in this, transaction, Considering the , 
interest o f Laced^raon as distinct frpm the common interest of Greece,
Antalcidas certainly served his country very ablyi Simple and concise as 
the terms of the peace are, not only they appear directly calculated to 
promote the interest of Lacedaemon, but (except as far as dominion in 
Asia may have been an object of ambition) they answered the principal 
purposes of Lacedfemon completely. To break the growing power of 
Thebes, by emancipating the Boeotian towns, and to divide Corinth 
from Argos, had been the great objects of the war, and were the im
mediate effects of the peace; for the more ready and^quiet production 
of which Athens was bribed with permission, contrary to the general 
spirit of the treaty, to ̂ retain the dominion of its three ilands. Accord
ingly it is observed by Xenophon, that the Lacedmm'onians established Xen. Hel. 

their credit and influence in Greece much more completely, and put g 3 3 '̂̂ * 
their commonwealth altogether in a much more- sjjlendid situation,' by 
the pfeace -which had its name from;Antalcidas, than by that which had- 
concluded'the Pelopomiesian war; and it is remarkable that he attri
butes the. ad vantage to their having presided in the business (modern 
language will scarcely render his expression more exactly) under a 
commission from the Persian king So much, however, • if  we may 
trust Plutarch for the anecdote, was Agesilaus persuadedthat the interest p/ut, Agesil. 

of Lacedgemon.was well considered in the treaty, that, when somebody, 2- p.nis. 
reyilihg the peace of Antalcidas, said that Lacedtemon way gone over 
to-the Persian interest: ‘ Rather;* Ite answ'ered, ‘ Persia to the Lacedae?.
‘ monian;’ ’and so, in truth, it seems to have been. ’

sertion of Diodorus, that the aSanddning, 
of the Asian Greeks was what hurt the 
Athenians and Thebans 'on this occasion, 
Diod. 1, 14. c. 111. The Asian,.like the 
European, Greeks'were divided between the- 
aristocratical party and ‘the democratical. 
Perhaps both -would do as, well under Persian

as Eacedsemonian supremacy. The aristo
cratical would have been sure to Suffer under - 
Theban or Athenian.-

---- — 01 Aailŝ atj/Jyiot eTrmv̂ irefnt
lyhom l'» rvi Ivr’ AjTaXxlJou hp»)i5

yoo/isioi T?5 vvh fiainfieui awls- 
k. T. s.    
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Affairs Gr^e.ce  ̂ from the Peace of Antaecipas tilHh6 
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Phliasian exiles.
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T h e  real disgrace o f the peace o f Antalcidas, and apparently too 
the clamor against it, arose |>rincipally from the in'sning con

duct o f the Lacedsemonians. Trouble and misfortune had not yet 
taught them moderation. No thought was entertained o f attaching 
the Greek nation by a just and generous conduct; by any fair com
munication of rights and privileges j by any establishment, pervading 
all the republics, that might insure justice to the subordinate a^inst 
the imperial state, or to the subjects o f each against their respective 
administrations. A  luaxim of Agesilaus' is mentioned by Xenophon, 
that Lacedasmon always would be powerful Chough i f  the Greeks were 
prudent; that is, i f  they duly regarded thefr own interest’. ' Perhaps 
the maxim might be inverted: Greece might have been powerful bad 
Laced^Emon been prudent. But the very first .measure‘o f dts govern- 
mentj remarkable enough to claim the notjce o f history, was eveii 
impudently arbitrary. Having inforeed the* "acceptance of peace, 
among all the republics of the nation,' according to their dWn con
struction of the king of Persia’s rescript, they proceeded' to take into 
consideration the state o f tKeir confederacy. Some o f those called their 
allies h ad . been held to th«r ingagemcnts by fear only it was well

' ^  Tere, Stuv ct Xen. Agesil. C..7. ?• 3>
known
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known that their wishes were rather for the success of the,enemy. 
These, after deliberation on the subject, it was resolved to punish  ̂
and, by strong measures of coercion, to prevent future defedtion.

They, began then with showing, in the instance of Mantineia, that it 
might sometimes be safer-to be the enemy than the ally of .Lacedaemon. 
It was imputed to the Mantineians, that, daring the war, they had^ent 
supplies oTcorn to the Argians; that, on pretence of a truce, they had 
sometimes omitted to send their proportion of troops to the army >■ 
that their troops, when with the army, served ill;: that, in short, it was 
Well known the, Mantineians always repined at the suceess> and rejoiced* 
in the misfortunes of the Lacedgemonian arms. On 'all these,accounts 
it was required that the Mantineians sho'uld themselves destroy the 
fortifications of their c ity ; and declaration was formally made tp them,' 
that nothing less would be accepted, in proof that the various acts of 
treason, in the war. Were not acts of the commonwealth; with admo<- 
nition added, that, in the eurfent. year, the Thirty-years truce, be-f 
tween Mantineia-and LacedEemon, w;ould expire. The value o f this 
admonition we can only gather from what we fl'nd scattered, among 
the early Greek writers, cpncerning 0recian_ ideas of natural justice j 
by which we learn that the condition of thê  Ecspondi, those to> Whom 
we are bound by no ê cpress compact, if they were the weaker party, 
was indeed terrible.

The Mantineians refusing obedience to the despotic injunUtion, war 
was immediately denounced against them. Put Agesilaus, tho unable 
apparently to ^rc'rent the measure, was so little; satisfied with it,, that, 
,on pretence of his personal obligation to the Mantineians, for services 
done to the king his. father, Archidamus, in the Messnian rebellion, 
he requested o f the general assemblyf to excuse him from the com
mand. Those serviceUto the king must have been equally services to 
the commonwealthj but,, while the excuse was admitted, the resolu
tion against Mantineia was prosecuted. Agesipolis also was not with
out cause of forbearance toward Mantineia, for services to his father, 
Bausanias j who was still living there, andjndebted particularly tb the

A ̂
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1. 5, t. 2, 
s. 2.

s. 1, 2.
Diod, 1.15.' 
c. 5.

Ch. 15. S. 4. 
of this Hist,

Xen. Hel.- 
J. 5. 0̂ 2. 
s. 3.

’EJfsSn T?<
    

 



344 HISTORY OF GREECE.

Xen,. Hel. 
1.5. C.2.
8.4.

C h a p .

chiefs o f the democ'ratical party, which how governed the city, for his 
best comforts in banishment. I t  was probably some Confidence in 
their interest with the reigning kings o f Laced^mon, -that imboMened 
the Mantineians to resist the mandates ^f those whom Thebes and Argos 
had not dared to resist. Agesipolis, however,- obeyed the decree, 
which directed him to take the command of the expedition against ■ 
them.

The usual ravage of Grecian armies was spred over the Mantineian 
territory, without producing the obedience required. Agesipolis there- * 
Tore proceeded to incompass, the town with a coutravallation. The 
work was already far advanced, when he was informed that the town 
was so provided, through the uncommon abundance o f the preceding 
harvest, that there could be no hope of quickly reducing it by 
famine. Fearing therefore the various incoiiveniencies, both to Lace- . 
daemon and the allies, of a protracted blockade, he recurred to a mode 
o f siege, for which the peculiar circumstances o f  the place offered 
opportunity,' A  vevy plentiful stream, the Ophis, Rowed through it. 
Stopping the current below, he flooded the town; and the foundations, 
mot of the houses only, but of the foitifications also,,_ formed *of, un-, 
burnt bricks, were shortly sapped. Every effort of the Mantineians' 
was inefficacious to check the threatened ruin. They proposed to 
capitulate, hut the offer to demolish their already tottering fortifica
tions was not now accepted. It was required that the city, should be 
abandoned, and that the people should separate to their several 
boroughs, whence their forefathers had assembled, to make Mantineia 

.of this Hist. common capital of their little territory. The expected horrors of 
a storm, or of the lot, so dreadful among the Greeks, o f prisoners at 
discretion, inforced the acceptance of this severe conditiou.

The chiefs o f the democratical party, and especially those whose 
disposition to the Argian connection was most notorious, dTcading the 
sanguinary animosity of thfeir fellowcitizens of the opposite party, still 
more than the vengeance of the l^cedaBmonians, were, apprehensive 
that the sanctity o f the capitulatton, inforced only by sacrifice and- 
oath, would be hut a weak protection for them; and the historian 
has evidently thought their fear not unfounded, The influence, how

ever.

Xen.- ibid. 
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ever, o f the banished, king, Pau§anias, ;wa$ so exerted with, his sonj ’ 
that the desired, tho wretched resource o f “fexile was secured to them.
In  taking pqssessibh o f the t<>Wn, the.LacedtBinOhian troops lined the 
street leading to 'the gate, while sixty o f theihost obnoxious, passed 
o u t; ‘  and' tho,’ says the historian, they had spears in their .hands 
 ̂ and enmity enough in theif hearts, yet they were restrained from 

‘ offering injury, much more easily than the best of the Mantlneiahs 
meaning the nobility, or oligarchal leaders : ‘ a great instance o f sub- 
‘ ordination,’ he continues, ‘ and which ought not to pass unnoticed.’
When Xenophon could speak $0, it is evident that the Greeks were as 
incapable of coalescing in a just and well-regulated free government, as 
the French at the time of their revolution.

N ot the fortifications only, but the houses o f Mantinoia were then Xen, Hel. 
demolished, ’rhe removal was at first very .grievous to the people, aSg‘ |“ 
most were under the necessity of building new habitatioris. Those, 
however, who had any landed property, soon became satisfied with the/ 
change: finding, as Xenophon- observes, convenience in living near 
their estates, and being delivered, by the establishmeiit o f  aristocracy, ■ 
from the' vexation* of demagogues. The Mahtiheian common^vealth 
became thus; under the name o f alliance,‘completely a pfovincO to 
Lacedaemon,. The men -of property, depending.-upon Lacedaemonian 
protection, both for theiir authority and for the best security to thdir 
possessions;'Were o f ‘course attached to the Lacedsmoniau cause; 
while the lower people, the power of intriguing Orators tO-direct their 
passions in one.ovefbearing current, being checked by their separation, : ,
and their minds being in conserjuence less occupied by politics, obeyed 
more readily and cheerfally the requisitions of the Lacedeeraonian 
ofticers, whenever their mifitary service wds- required. y

'The affairs o f '^^ntineia being so settled, those o f  Phlius wete s. 8) 9, ie. 
takeni into ' consideration. A  petition had been presented, iiom th r 
exiles of dittle republic, who seem to have had a  fair claim to * 
attention and protection from the Lacedismonian . government.. A  : 
representation, was accordingly sent to Phlius, stating, , that the exiles 
were not; qply, friepds of LacedasmOn, but guiltless toward their own j 
Commonwealth; ahd it was therefore.hoped that co%ciye measures?

H I. y  T ' would
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would nep Îess,j to ~ pFQĈ ir§? tJieir;-i;̂ 4tQTâ tiQu.i' wfepArufed.;
Phlius \vere, strongly ,/lisppsed to  ̂j^si.sl-| but. the jUunrerous,friends .of y 
tire exilesj together wifh - some. men , ($uqhj;_ say  ̂ Xenophon,■ s.as.- are i 
fouiid in^most citie^„ I'pady; fpj .aijy ichapge,' deterred othenai . : It -Wa$., 
theififore decreed, ‘ -.That ther êjiile?: showldibe readmitted.; that their'; 
‘ property should be restored to 4he,m.;; th.dt;those who had bought any 
‘ part of it,- from.therpubMc,\should.be5 reimbursed by .thfi .puhlio;
‘ that anjn dispute-arising,- about,auyth|pg|:liaiiiied|:^should be^deeidedr. 
‘ by jdue .course o f law*-’

S E  e. T  1 : 0  N  II:

B.'C. 382’.
Ol. 99. 2:
Spring.
Xen. Hel. 
1,5. c.2. 
^11.

UnQommon tranquility in',Girtcce. Ntw.poMficak phenoM^naft in ', 
Greece t InQom.m̂ enae, ,0j )  :the Grecian :po.Wi( f̂iUj-ysUW‘Ak Grra>wg: 

,pawe,r of Olynthu$r.War resolved̂  again&i Olynihua hy. dhd. (kaagrê s, 
■of thfi Lmedcemonian. confederacy. . ..

m

A exer ,the sdispersion o f the^;Mahtineiaas,. and. the; eomp©s.um,jpf. the 
affairs o f Phlius, . there followed an uncommon .suspensioii. pf, ê rimes. 
and calamities in Greece; insomucdthatj; during more than, two year’s, 
BO thing occurred.for: the. historian’s jaotice, . Thisj quiet, was at; 'length i. 
interrupted by the arrival o f ministers,' at .Eacedasmpnj.frdm thp^recian;') 
to,wns of Acanthus and Apollonia in Thrace,; whose business the ephors 
deemed so important, as, to require.'that a congress o f ;the-.'confederacy, , 
should.be, summoned. ,< ' -

The circumstances, were indeCd new in  ̂ Grecian politics, That terri- ; 
tory on the Thracian coast, .which acquired, the natti.e.ofThe .Ghafcidicj. 
had. been settled in,wery early- timeSj;,ha we haye ^formcriyt seen,. by 
colonies.from- G reece; invited perhaps, not-morehy the,fertility o f the/ 
soil and the .ease .with which they could possess theiPselYes of, it, than., 
by the .extent of maritime situation, which its three penipsulas afforded „

® This is PodwelFs date.. But he seems 
_to have crowded too many transactions into 
theJatter patt o£ tbis.year 382,.;. Ap“

parently the embassy from Thrace must have 
taken place very early in 382, i£ not rathe* 
befecpth&wlose.Ql383*5 ,
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'withiri' a-aarTow compass,' whence they cbuld readil}* ■ sftppbrt'ê ch other 
by ŝea, land trere iCss open to ’assault %)m any pyerbeariDg:’power 

" by land. ,
O f' the'̂  numefous coniinercial'towns, V hich  krose’ in this region, 

each, in.i the ©tecian ’iharihfer; a Beparkte' republibj ’ Oly&thus %as' the 
most considerable. By what fortunate circumstances led, or b y ’what* 
soperiordpoliticians r^uided, we '̂are uninformed, the' Olyhthknslhad

• adoptedithe lirittsual policy! o f  associating the citizens' of*some'sntaU
■ neighboring* towns in all; their civil and political fights. The advhn-* 
tage o f this' wdse' and libei-y system 'being ■ Soon*- experienced b y  all 
parties, -some of the larger towns were' led to th e  same association'. 
With strength and credit; anibitiont grew in Olynthusj and it was pro-

-posed to draw the Macedonian 'cities from allegiance to their' king 
!Amyhtas. In: the- weakness and-itistal>ility''bf the Macedonian 'govern
ment, worn by a long series o f  civil; broils, and’ now'pressed ixi War by 
the Illyrians, sonietof the nearer were quicklygained j' fexattiple'induced 
others, nidre distant, to accede ; and, when the Aeanthians< set out Un 
their mission, Pella, the largest town of Macedonia, had joined the 
growing comm’onweaithj and Amyntas was uearly expelled;'from his

• kingdom, ' , 1

In the whole course o f -Grecian history, with exception for ithe 
’ apparent good ̂ rinciple o f the^'o vernmbnts b f  the heroic ages, nothing 
•in politics had occurred so .'worthy bfumitatipn throughout Greece, a s  

ithc Olyhthian'systein. '•Whab precisely was the form of tlle OlyiitMan 
■ government, we have no • in^rmatioij. From. circumstances • however

■ we.gather that it was' a republic; ■ 'constituted: on a fmore liberal 
plan, an d  better balancedj ̂ ^ati any other’tiofieed by a&tient Writers. 
Throughout the Grecian* ŝ ai ŝ, an  excessive' jealousy, pfevailing for

tcentorii^, hhd produced a strange aliinatidn o f’ Greeks from Greeks.
• I n ' Homer’s -age, intermarfiSge »ivas -dOffirn'ori, ' from one * ehd; o f ’the 
'oounfry ' to the other. ^BUt:the 'nafroW'‘di^rUstfttl spirit/^equally of

-oligarchy'and democracy; Whichhad^superled^'thotentpefed ftionar- 
ohies of elder times, ;bad by degrees Insulated blirmst every township'; 
insomuch that each was'a distinct little nation, separated from §11 
others by legaldntefdictidns>’-’not epmm'bfi SKiong'great nations, even 

*’ ' Y.1T 8 ■ • ■ ' ' of

Xen. Hel.
1.5- c. 2. 
s.H.
Diod. I. 14. 
c. 93.
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■ of different racerEtid different language. ' Intermarriage was forbidden, 
and none were allowM to posses* lands witbih the territory Of another 
statei. Thus, excepting some coHimnnidni in religious rit ŝ, the aame 

--formalities of hc^pitality,^•which might bind a Gieek with a barbarian, 
; almost alonh could connect him:, with Greeks of the'next- town or

'  ̂■■

t.'i. ' But such is theTorce o f  habit and prejudice,  ̂that, among the Greelsfc, 
rthere was a preyailingpartiality for tliis sullen  ̂unsocial, illiberaVunprofit-'
. .■ ableindeperidenfey; originating froindlie lo#  passions o f jealousy and fear, 
Jlyet rendered in some degree p^haps necessary, by the moral impossibility 
. of: uniting, in an unmixed cbpstif ution, strength o f  governihent with 
eeeurity forifreedbm. ,The liherai and beneficial policy o f  the Olyti- '

; thians, •associating numerous to.̂ wnships into one republic,, and allow-  ̂
ing: intermarriage and intermixed possessions,'twas mentionedrby the 
.AcanthiaUs, and considered by the Tacedsemoniansi asfa: portentous ' 

' innovation Unfortunately the Tacedsemoniahs, by those 'terjr insti- 
. tutioBs which; had made them great, were denied the adv’an t^ e of th e ' 
liberal policy of Olynthus. >They must.give Up what had most contri
buted to  make their state the most powerful in  Gieece, and their riame 
one of the most glorious in the worlds or remain fo f  ever distinct frOm 
all other people.. This, i f  anythiiig, must be their exeuse for the appa
rent exclusion of OveiX idea o f  a liberal and'extended policy, ih their 
conduct after the peace of -Antaleidas. . The. professed rbasis of' that ■ 

jpeace was the independency of every rGreeian state yet therseparate 
 ̂ treaty b f  alliance between LaCedEenion aUd every city of its confederacy ' 

overtbrew that independency; for the ahtient compaOt, ' th at the allies' 
.should, follow in arms wherever the Tucedsemonians might lead, w'as: ■’ 
-required o f alL The narrow policy of holding the body of the people 
iU’ subjection, by supporting eVeryU'here a favored  ̂patty, source of ' 
immoderate tyranny; and innumerable crimes, was followed with regard 
to all. O f the la5ger commonwealths, Tbebes, ■ Argos, and Athens, 

.which were noteasily tO besoheld iU-subjectioH, suspicion andyealoUsy 
we.re.;endkss and little-disguised; and# as,' Ufith themf in  the ^actual

> Xeu. Hel,. I,,5. c.y, 's, 12»
state
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state <)f things, no copnejCjioa truly^ifriendly could' exist, So none was 
thougkt of. .. , . ,

Under t|iese. eifcumstancesjt tlie people of those larger, commoft- 
■wealths considered the r€stored> and increased, preponderancy of Lace- 
dî mpn̂  witb d.issatisfactioti:. andiOpprehensioiBi.. froini-wbichy Of course, 
it would be. their endeyor to relieve themselves; Accordingly, the 
new. power ̂ of thoiplyntbian OoninrOb'̂ Ŝtlth attractirtg their atten
tion, as its government was in rSome degree xongenial with theirs, the 
speculation\of their politieianSiWas, dicected to.draw rtf to. their party.
With. this view the Athenians, and ; Boeotians bad sent ministers; to- 
Oly nthus; - and, before the Aoaikthinn iniHisters left a decree of xen. Hei;
the piyrithian people was already passed" for sending, ministerŝ  to’ c..2, 
Thebes and A t h e n s . ^  -  .. : ~ v' ' ^

Circumstances were tbiisfn,train for constituting; a conled'eracy fornri- 
dable toXacedasmon, But,; prosperity commonly exciting arrogance, tBe- 
condpct of the Glynthiarisy in general ably-directed, may nevertbelessmOt 
âlways have been kept within the bounds of a wise and just moderation:
While they were still prosecuting their views jn,Macedonia,; they invited: 
the Apolloniats and Acanthians to join their Confederacy ; but they added- 
a threat o f war, in case o f refusah- It is hoWevet possible that, while the 
kno\vn,inclination of the: body of the ApoUoniat and Aeanthian people 
to, their cause, invited to this measure, the hostile ,dis|iosition o f the : . 
oligarchal, wbigh Was the riding party, may have provoked to i t ; so 
that it may baye been neither-unjust^.;unwise, or, unnecessary,; tho it *a 
was .unfortunate. It drove the men in power, i-n Acanthus ahd .Apol- 
Ionia, to make that application to. Lacedaemon,, which has heen inett- , 
tioned ; foreseeing..that,- unless they could obtain support,, such-as 
Lacedaemon alone,- among the.G-recian states likely to befriend themj 
could give, it would be impossible fpr them to hold their power, Thck 
ministers were tl^refore'dnstrncted to shOWj that Lacedaemon was 
nearly interested in the preservation of the independency of their cities.
‘ I t  is a great .point with you,.’ _they said.tb the congress of the Lacedse- 
monian con fed eracy,th at the Boeotians should not coalesce into, one 
‘ state. I t  cannot therefore b® indifferent to you, rthat a much mpre: 
f  powerful state than Boeotid.is forming; < Beside a . large force, o f 

' " ' ' - ' ' ' ‘ ' ‘ heavy*
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0  'F -CtJlF®F'CTEP ■ >%ha-?^Xx F i :*■ ' . .  ■
' ‘ Jieavy-armed'j'^afld targeteers'yet more tiuiaemua,^ t̂lSe da^alry ttFthe 

‘ Olynthians, should we join them, would be more than- a'dliousantl, 
*. iS e y  are masters o f Potida&a, -whicli comiu'ands P4llebe; ‘so‘ thkV the
* whole force o f that rich and populous peninsiila must-shortly ■ fall 

under "‘their power. The independen t  Thracians of 'their nte%hbor-
t  ̂ hood already-court'them, and, i f  completely brought“uUder -tlidir

* authority,-will add mot a little tO their strength'. They hate then 
f ‘-hut to stretch their hands, and the goldmines Of iiiouht Pangteus Ŝ'ill 
'f be theirs. vThe fruitfulness, o f their territory, nourishes  ̂ great and 

 ̂ increasing pOpUlatiori; timber abounds iri it jtheir ports are numerous,
* and'their "flourishing commerce already futnislies;'a “ considerable
* revenue j sO that nothing is wanting for the cieation ' o f-a  po\yerful 
‘ marine; I t  is with this state then that the Athenians‘and Thebans 
*'are goiSg‘ tO-form mllianee. Nevertheless its' strength,‘■ great as it
* already is,5,may yet easily- be' broken ; because‘ SOinbf Of the towrfs,

' ‘  unwilling associates, will readily revolt when they see support-ready.
'■  But when intermarriages and intermixt possessidns> allowed by decrees 
‘. -already passed, shall have confirmed the Connection-between-the 
‘ various parts, anclall have not only learned to confide hi thjeir united 
‘ strength, but-experienced its advantages,,, it may-'then nndeed be

* ‘ difficult to dissolve this formidable coalition.’ ■ ’
The 'Acanthian minister -having thus -stated -the circumstances, the. 

Lacedtemonians paid the compliment to - the deputies of^he" allies, ‘ to 
-desire that-they would, first give their opinions,* whatf/rn the existing 
■ êmergency, the welfare o f Peloponnesus and of the confederacy inquired.

s -According to :our: -copjes, the text '.of 
Xenophon states the 01 j'nthian heavy-armed 
at eight hundred only j and editors and com- 

-'inent-ators, as far “as .thave seen, mention no 
, suspicion of error, in' transcription. It -will 
however be evident tb any who will consider 
the circumstances, that eight hundred can
not have’ bhen the number intended by the 
author, • The-tnanner ' in which he speaks in 
general-terms of the power of the Olynthians,, 

'compared with other Grecian people, parti- 
;  euliirly U ie  B.(̂ tianis, 0 1 e l . - 1 <  5. CcSI, - s i  -JS.) •

, might alone protre so imucb;But̂ we find 
(|.,1 7.) tliafc •t'wo'thousaijd Lacedsepinnians, 
Ayilh the 'added .-peojde of Pbtidaea, could 
wdge -war 'agaln|t-tbeaiflftccotding to the 

.histo-riati’s .exprê n̂,- paly - as. ;an inferior 
forc&against a, superior; and afterward (s. 27 
& seq.) that the Olynthians could oppose in 
the field ten thousand Peloponnesians', -with 
perhaps a larg'er phmber .of thein allies. It 
■ appears therefore scarcely to be doubted hut 
that for-gKT«a8/rW should be red oxT«*i<r;(;t-

A majority.
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A'^jnajoHtyi.'imtiigate^ bji;those sought favor with the Lacedemo
nian ;administration4 decia^al 'for.sending an army into Thrace. Accord- 
ingty ten, thousand men were voted. Itwas then proposed and can%dj' 
that any state of the* confederacy might compound for the personal s. i-i, 
service* o f  its citizens* afeLhe rate of an /Egifietan triobolus (nearly a 
groat sterling) daily for cveEy. heavy-armed. fobt-Soldier, and four times 
that sum for every trooper; and that if  any State of the confedei'acy 
refasdd-or' neglected to>send, tro©ps; or money, according to- its appor-' 
tionment, it should be ;la.wfulfar the Lacedaemonians to  levy on it a fine, 
to tlm. amount o f a . stater (a 1 pound, sterling) daily, for every man ' 
deficient. -We have seen the use of mercenary troops, dr, in the modei'n 
phrase, standing armies, gradually, gaming among the Greeks. This 
isithe first mention we with of a regular composition for personal 
service; so extensively , and*'. so, fonnally alldwed.| But,i whether‘ for ‘ 
raising troops, or money, a powenofeoercion-, however in itself necessary, 
committed to the discretion of the Lacedasmonian government, without ’ 
con troll, shows-a strange deficiency m the;political'connection of-the 
republics, - composing* the. Confederacy ovef Mdiich Lacedaemon pre- 

. sided,.’ and .strongly marks hdw muclj some better order of things/ sUclA 
as the Olynthians Seem to have been endevoting toestablisbi was wanted 
throughout Greece.' A* • j ,
. : These matters howeyer-being' so decided; thd Acanthians declared *s. m. 
their, opinioiif that the force proposed would be equal to the object": 
but, -as the assembling of the contingents of the allies, and the levies o f  » 
rtiercenaries, required tinie, it would tend much, they said, to fptwatd 

. the purpose ’of the confederacy, if  a Lacedaemonian general were imnie- ' 
dlatel)'’ sent,‘With such troops as might march with the least deliy,t 
The fear o f a connection between Athens, ThebeS; and OlynthuS, seemŝ : / 
t,o have instigatecl- the Eacedaemohian administration,, and Eudamidas s. i5, 
was ordered ■ immediately to ' proceed for»Thraee, with two thousand ' 
Laconians;, wbiledris brother, ■ Phtebidas, remained to collect ahd'con
duct the troops which were to follow. • The arri val of Eudamidas indeed 
was critical. Tho in the field'he could not face the enemy/ yet the smSll 
force he brought, ■ and ihe-credit of the Lacedtemonian name, inablfidf 
him so to support the party adverse to the Olyhthiau connection; 'that? ^

‘ he •
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lie preserved several towns, upon the point oF acceding to the growing 
republic; and Potidsea, which immediately opened its gates, to him, 
was #very important acquisition. -

S E C *T I  b  K  * I I L

X e u . H e l. 
1. 6 . C.2. 
s. 17. ..

■ Sedition o f Theies: Prevalence o f the facedcemonidnpart^ and subjeo 
/ion o f Thebes to L<xcedcemon. Trial o f  Ismenias, polemarc o f  Thebes, 
f  eleutias commander-in-chief against Olynihus. .Defeat' and death 
afTekutias. '

B. C. 382. W n riE  Eudamidas, by his successful activity in the duty imposed 
0 1 . 99. f. upon him by his country, began the ruin of â politiearproject which 

all Greece should have emulated, Phoebidas, with mistaken zeal, quit
ting the line of his instructions, gave fire to a. train o f evjls, o f a length 
and complicacy beyond human foresight then to discover or imagine. 
In his march northward he incamped under the walls o f Thebes. The 
Theban military had been̂  for some time* advancing toward a perfection 
that might vie with the Lacedemonian ; but tbC civil government was 
still as ill constituted^as most in Greece. Faction was violent; and 
the parties so nearly balanced, that Ismenias and Leontiades, contending 
chiefs, were together in the office of polemarc, the principal magistracy, 
Ismenias, vehement in aversion to the Lacedgemonians, avoided com- 
munication with Phoebidas. On the contrary Leontiades,' whose party, 
long oppressed, emerging only since 'the peace, and still hopeless o f 
superiority but through connection with Lacedasmon, was .as.siduousTy 
attentive to him. Some advantage Was expgcted, some influence on 

9.48. the minds of the people, from the neighborhood" of the'Peloponnesian, 
army: but the party o f Ism^ias still so swayed tEe general assembly, 
that a decree vms carried, forbidding any Theban tb 'in gage in the 
expedition against the Olyhthians,

In struggles o f faction, among the Grecian republics, the precise line 
o f conduct for virtue to hold, and the precise time at which to stop, were 
often difficult to determine; because, aa’w® have seen among the French 

1 1 . republicans
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Xen. Hel. 
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s. 19.

republicans of tbe present clay, .civil justice was little to be hoped foi'
•but thi'Qugh the possession of political power ; self-defence was' seldom 
complete till the opposing party was prostrate. So unfortunftely 
situated, the Grecian party-leaders may-often,demand our pity, while 
they incur our blame. Leontiades was in danger of losing, with his own 
power, all security of person and property for bis ,adherents'; the banish-' 
xnent of many was the least among the evils to be apprehended. Under 
this pressure, he proposed *to Phoebidas to introduce a Lacedsemonian' 
garrison into the Cadmeia, the citadel of Thebes. Thus his party 
might be inabfed to overbear their opponents, and Phoebidas might 
command \^hat proportion of the Theban forces should march with him 
into Thrace.

Phoebidas was a man <3f ardent temper and weak understanding.
The acquisition of Thebes appeared an object .so much greater than that 
for which, with such solicitude, the Lacedaemonian administration,had 
intrusted him with so great a command, that he-was dazzled b y  the 
traitorous proposal; and, for the imagined importance of the end, he 
overlooked the iniquity of the means. Measures being concerted, he 
broke- up his camp, and' began his march northward. It was the season 
of one of the festivals of Ceres, in which, according to antient custom, 
the Cadmeia was given hp to the women, for the celebration o f the 
ceremony called Thesmophoria, and the council sat in the portico of 
the agora. In the noontide heat, when,, in summer, the streets ŵ ere 
most unfrequented, having seen that everything favored his , purpose, 
Leontiades urged, his horse’s speed to overtake Phoebidas, and' conduct
ing him, with a select body,, directly into the citadel, piit tbe key into 
his.bands. Going then himself to the council, ‘ The Lacedremonians,’ 's. 2 1. 
he said, ‘ were in possession of the citadel; but no alarm need be taken,
‘ for they disavowed all intention of hostility.’ His own office of pole- 
marc, ■ however, autltbvizing him to apprehend all persons suspected o f  . 
treason, he commanded the atteiiding'guards to take Ismeuias into 
custody. ' '  ̂ ,

A  sufficient •number of'counsellors of the party o f Leontiades were 
present, the guard was picked, for the purpose,, and the surprize was 
complete. Some, of the opposite party, fearing immediate death, in-

s. 20.

s. 22.

V o u  III. stantly
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stantly' quitted the city ; some ventured home to prepare for departure'. 
But, when it was known that Ismenias was actually imprisoned in the 
Cadmeia, four hundred fle<i for Athens ^

All power in Thebes thus devolving to the party of Leontiades, a new 
polemai’c  was chosen in the, roorh o f  Ismenias, and then Leontiades 
hastened to Lacedmmon. • He found there the ephors and people indig
nant at the presumption of Phoebidas, in taking a measure of such 
importance, beyond the line o-f bis commission: but he found a friend 
to-Phoebidas and to his own cause in Agesilaus, whose magnanimity 
and probity seem, on this occasion, to-have been in some degree over
borne by his hatred toward the demdcratical party in Thebes. ‘ I f  the 

conduct of your general,’ said the king, ‘ has been injurious to the 
‘ commonwealth, let hiin be punished; but, if.beneficial, it will stand 

-‘ justified by the principles of your constitution, and by alL former 
‘ practice, which warrant, for men in sijch a command, the exercise 
‘ o f a discretionary power.’

® My valuable guide Dodwell, with wh&m 
I am always sorry to differ, has been induced 
to dispute Xenophon’s accuracy in marking 
the season of this remarkable event. Qs^ov; 

ay%( xa) ?!►  h -rai;
This expression, as Dodwell justly 

observes, marks midsummer; but he. conti
nues, the Thesmophorla, mentioned Just be
fore, jnark tnidwinter, or, however, a season 
not earlier than the beginning of November; 
and Plutarch, in his Life of Pelopidas, bears 
testimony to the coincidence of the seizure 
of the Cadmeia with the Thesmophofia. 
Therefore he concludes, ‘ De viafum in me- 
‘ ridie solitudinem, propter a3statem,*vel in- 
‘ terpretatione aliqua leniendus est, Xeiio-̂  
‘ phot), ■celplane non credcndus. Fieri potest 
‘ utaliaaliquacausavitefuerint infrequentes,
‘ quam ille de Ss/jei intellexerit.' ■

Many parts of the Hellenics bear maaks 
of hasty writing, of having wanted the finish
ing hand of the author; but no deficiency 
appears in the-narrative of this transaction, 
in which the honor of his friend Agesilaus,

and his own quiet and safety, became impli
cated. Here- onb/ he has related it;,in his 
panegyric of that prince, all mention of it 
has been stû ously omitted. For myself 
therefore I cannot, in compliment to'Diodo- 
rus and Plutarch, or in respect for the 
possibly mistaken season of the Thes- 
mophoria, suppose that Xenophon has'mis- 
tated the season of a transaction in which 
he was so much interested, and which passed 
almost under his eye. The sequel of the 
narrative moreover is perfectly consistent 
with what he has said about the season, and, 
utterly inconsistent with Dodwell’s supposi
tion. For various important transactions 
passed, after the seizure of the Cadmeia, be
fore Teleutias rrfarched for Thrace: the 
historian expressly says that Teleutias did 
not hurry his march;, and yet he arrived 
time enough to execute many military ope-- 
ratihns, before, in the historian’s phrase, the 
sumtner was over; the sundmer, according 
to Dodwell himself, of the same year in 
which the Cadmeia was seized.

• The
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The Way being*' thus advantageously prepared for hinl, Leoat-iades 
addressed the assembled Lacedemonian,-people He touched upon 
various circumstances, marking the inveterate enmity which the demo- 
cratical party in Thebes bpre toward Lacedaemon, and concluded with 
the alliance lately made with the Olynthians, at the moment when it 
was known -the Lacedemonians were matching against, them. He 
mentioned the solicitude, with which the Lacedsemoniahs had always 
observed, and endevored to thwart, the measures of Thebes for holding*
Boeptia in subjection ; ‘ and in regard to this,’ he said, * your business 
‘ is now done; for y o u : Thebes need no longer be air object o f yOur 
* jealousy. Give that attention only to our interest which we shall 
‘ give to yours> and a small s|cytale will sufScc to insure obedience to 
‘ all your commands.’ ‘ ‘

This alliirenrent was too powerful for Lacedmmonian virtue. * It was *>.25. 
decreed, ,that*the Theban citadel should continue to be held by a 
Lacedsemonian garrison, and that, not Phoebidas, but Isttipnias should 
be brought to trial. * Three judges appointed by Laced^mon, and oi*e 
by every other city of the confederacy, formed the partial tribunal.
Ismenias was accused of ‘ seeking forein connections; pledging him- 
‘ self, With views injurious to Greece, in hospitality to the Persian 
‘ king; being a principal author of the l^te troubles in Greece aftd 
to these general charges was added one of a specific nature, ‘ that he 
‘ had partaken of the money sent by the Persian king.’ He'refuted all; 
but being nevertheless unable, says Xenophon, to persuade bis judges 
that be had not entertained great and pernicious designs, he rvas con* 
demmed and executed , ■

' That
Tou; Consilii publici cberutn.

Probably it should be, as we find it in other 
places, ■ ixiCKinovq, those who formed the

ye TO ov yi.syc(,̂ o7Fp̂y(Mi}V *Ts xcii
, ^^ayjA,uii htea. Bnrgabat Hie quidem Se de 
his omnibus, \-terum persuadere non poterat 
ut non res arduas Otpefniciosas tentasse ex- 
istimaretur. The Latin purgabat is perhaps 
stronger than the.. phrase iii the original,

standing singly, would justify ; but the con? 
text seems to Warraut it.

Plutarch says (vit. Pelopid.)-that, notc'on» 
tented with this formal murder of Ismepias, 
the LacedsemoniaSs ridded themselVeS> of 
another chief of the same party by assas
sination. Plutarch is seldorn anxious for 
consistency, and it seems not Ijkely that 
the same . administration should, at the 
same time, have proceeded against one 
chief with so much formality, and against 
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That Xenophon, as ail honest ihan,. altogether disapproved these 
proceeding’s is'evident. In his panegyric of Agesilaus  ̂ he has avoided' 
all mention of them. 'In his Grecian Annals, while he has clearly felt 
for the honor of his friend ar d̂ patron, the impartiality of his concise- 
narrative is highly creditable to himself. Yet if  we-'compare this- 
revolution, with others, ionjimerable among the Grecian republics; ŵe* 
shall find in it the merit at least of being remarkably bloodless. Its dis- ■ 
grace was, that -it gave Lacedffimon influence, amounting to dominion,, 
over Thebes, tho scarcely-dominion so absolute as the Theban people 
had before exefcisedovei: the other Boeotians) or as .France, early in its. 
revolutionary-course, exercised over the D utch; who, with a French' 
general commanding a French army in Amsterdarn, amuse theinselves, 
with the names of republic and liberty. Even in the trial of Ismenias. . 
there seems, to have been more attention fo preserve the appearance of a. 
regard for justice, and a respect io r  the Grecian people, than -wass 
always, observed upon: similar occasions.;. • It is our famniaHty With the 
peculiar advantages of the law and the practice o f our oWn countryv 
that makes deficiencies, elsewhere ordinary, appear to us strange irre
gularities. I f  we compare the law o f treason in England, when.most 
severe, or the whole of the law for the security of person and property, 
when,, under the PlantagenCt reignSj our constitution was least defined,, 
with what we learn of the same law in those called the best times of 
Greece; the'difference will appear truly prodigious. It will seem as if, 
like philosophy and the fine arts, iii one country, equal law and whole- 
some polity were of indigenous growth in the other, healthy and vigo
rous without cultivation, and flourishing among all.sorts o f  weeds, id  
spite o f tempests and adverse seasons-) ,

Thebes then being reduced te a state o f complete dependency, nothing 
seemed wanting to the lasting firmness of the Lacedsemonian supre
macy over Greece, hut to crush the growing common wealth of Olyn- 
thus; and to this-point, now with increased earnestness,, the admini-

•the other with so little, when apparently contradiats the feet, and Grecito history is 
they might equally have diosen ,their method , but too full of crinies related on l̂ s ques- 
against either. But Xenophon’s account, -tionable authority.' - 
which appears candid throughout, virtually i.

stratioa.
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stration directed its attention. It might possibly be in contemplation Xen. Hel,' 
jiext, to resume the prosecution of that plan of conquest in Asia, s. 27. ' 
which*had‘been interrupted principally by the measures of the party in 
Thebes, o f -which I'smenias had been chief. Xenophon has not ex
pressly said that the conduct of.Agesilaus was-influenced by such-a xen̂ ĝes. 
view: but he mentions, as to his lidnor, that his enmity to Fersia was;c-7- f-T- 
maintained through life, arid that he refused with disdain the ,philan- c. 8. s. s. 

'thropic connection of hospitality, offered him, apparently through a 
proxy, by the Persian king; What were • the measureŝ  which he 
directed,, what those to which.he simply consented, and what, if any, 
those which he could not prevent, we are not precisely informed ; but' 
the tenor of Xenophon’s narrative, as well as a variety of the eirciim- . 
stances reported, mark that he had large influence at this time in the 
Lacedremonian councils. His brother Teleutias, was appointed to the 
command-in-chief in Thrace.. The. slowness and negb’g.ence of the allies, 
in obeying the requisition for troops for the Thracian War, tho infofced 
by a vote of the. congress of the confederacy,- may have given the 
Lacedsemonians to apprehend the decay of their authority, and thus 
may have, contributed to instigate the unjust measures taken in the 
Theban business. Several cities .had not yet .sent the full number 
assessed upon them. 'The popular name of Teleutias assisted the exer
tions o f the ephors,' whose scytales. were sent around; and the new 
Theban administration, zealous in showing their respect to the brother 
of Agesilaus, were diligent in preparing their apportionment, horse 
"and foot. , ’ ’ - '

The precadtion of Teleutias indicates the. strength of the Olynthian
commonwealth. Tho the season was far advari-ced, he would not hasten

' B C 382.his inarch ; less anxious to, arrive early than with ah army'the most pow- q]’_ 3.
erful that could be collected.. Meanwhile he sent to Amyntas king of .Autumn. 
Macedonia, and Derdas prince of Elymia; urging the former,-ifhe would 
recover his kingdom,, to raise mercenary troops and subsidize neighbor
ing-princes; and admonishing the latter, that the same growing power, 
which had nearly o verwhelmed the greater Macedonian realm, would not 
long’ leave the smaller in peace and independency, if measures were not 
taken to check its ambition. His care and diligence thus seconding

- ' his.
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his influence,'he assembled in Potid^a a very powerful .array, M'bich 
he led directly to Olynthus. . ’

Without conquest, without a battle no^ced in. histoiy,* the Qlyn- 
thians, by the wisdom and liberality o f their^poUcy, had formed a 
commonwealth so powerful, that they did not fear to meet in the field 
the greatest army ever sent by the Peloponnesian confederacy so far 
from'their peninsula, reinforced by troops, still much more numerous, 
o f the most warlike nations o f the continent north of.Greece. The 
only cavalry, which Teleutias appears to have led from the jsouthefn 
provinces, were Laconian and Boeotian. In his‘ order o f battle he 
placed these, together with some received from Amyntas, in the right 
wxngof his â rmy. Dcr4as brought him a  body o f only four hundred, 
but of superior reputation in the northern countries. Teleutias seems 
to have proposed a cornpliment to that prince iti placing his cavalry 
alone in the left wing, of which he took himself the immediate, 
command. • »

A-battle qhickl'y insued; and the cavalry of the right wing being 
first charged by the Olypthians, the Lacedsemonian eommander was 
presently dismounted and severely wounded, numbers killed, - and at 
length the whcle body put to flight. The confusion spred among the 
nearest infantry, and there was imminent danger that a complete 
defeat would have followed, when Derdas, arriving with his cawalry, 
incomaged the dismayed phalanx to .stand. Teleiitias at the same 
time making a  movement with the Peloponnesian infantry to support, 
him, the Olynthians, in danger o f being surrounded, retired in haste, 
and suffered in their retreat. Their infantry then.also withdrew within ■ 
their walls. Teleutias erected, his trophy, for a vietpry just sufficing 
to deter the enemy from molesting his retreat from their territory, . 
which be wasted as he went. The advanced season forbad any farther 
enterprize; and it  was necessary to find quarters for the Peloponnesian 
army in the friendly towns, whiie the Macedonian, and other troops pf 
the country, were dismissed to their several homes. ’ . ' ,.

During the vunter the Olynthians made frequent, and often suc
cessful incursions upon the lands of the towns in .alliance wi th Laee- 
dmmoh. In the beginning of spring, a body of their cavalry, after 

1 2  ' , plunder
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plunder o f the territory, approaching with improvident care]«ssnê $, 
the town of Apollonia,'' received a severe check from the activity and 
bravery of Derda^ who, unknown to them, had arrived there, that 
very day, with his Macedonian horse. Thenceforward they confined 
tlremselves more within their walls, and ventured upon the cultivation 
but of a very small part of their lands. -

According to the usual mode of war among the Greeks, Teleutias 
waited for the season when ravage, being-OTOst injurious, W'ould be 
most likely to provoke the enemy to a general ingagemeut, would 
best forward the effect of a blockade o f . their towns. While, with 
these views, he lay jncamped near the walls o f Olyiithus, he observed 
a body of cavalry, from the town, crossing the river which ran by it, 
and very leisurely approaching his camp. Indignant at their boldness, 
he ordered his targeteers to attack them* The horse, turning, very 
quietly repassed the river: the targeteers followed confidently, as if 
pursuing a broken enemy; The horse, when so many only had crossed s, 4. 
the river as they might readily overpower, turned, charged and routed  ̂ . 
them, and killed, aihong many others, Tlemonidas> the general com
manding. ■ »

Teieufias, with manners, so popular, ahd generally so amiable, was 
nevertheless of a temper tod hasty to preserve, on all occasions, the Sr5 Stf. 
cool recollection so important in military command. Irritated by 
what he saw, he seized his spear, put himself at the head of his heavy- s. 5. 
armed, and, with some passion, ordered the targeteers and the cavalry 
to pursue" the enemy without remission.' The incautious otder was 
zealously obeyed. The Olynthians retiring within their walls, the. 
Peloponnesians did not stop, till, from the toWers, they received a- 
a shower of mis'sile weapons. In the necessity of warding off these with 
their shields, as they hastily retreated, confusion arose. The able 
leaders of the Olynthians used the critical moment. Their horse again 
rushed out of the gates; the,targeteers and then the heavy-armed 
followed. The impression was such, that the Peloponnesian phalanx 
was already in disorder , when it was attacked. Teleutias himself was 
killed ; those about him then gave way, and presently the whole army 
fled. Pursued, as they divided, toMmrd Potidaea, Spartolus, Acanthus,

' Apollonia,
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ApoHonia, a large proportion, and almost the whole effective force o f 
so great an army, was destroyecF.

S E C 1 1  O N  IV.

Xen. Hel.. 
1. 5. c, 3. 
s. 8,

s. 9.

AgcsipoUs commander-in-chief against Olpnfhus, Rebellion in^PhUus 
against Lacedaemon : Agesilaus commander against Phlius : Pelphion 

'demagogue of Phlius : Surrender of Phlius, Death of_Ageslpolis: 
Polybiades commander-in-chief against Olfnthus: Reduction of 
Dlpnthus, -

I t now seemed as i f  the political phettomeimn, arising on the frontiers 
o f Thrace and Macedonia, might, by the terror o f arms, have spred 
political wisdom over the southern .provinces o f Greece. Had the 
Lacedamoniau government in the least yielded under the severe blow 
it had received, had it been without able men to promote energy and 
direct exertion, the consequence of its unfitness |o coalesce with other 
states might have been a rapid downfall, and perhaps'complete ruin. 
But the necessity for exertion was seen by the administration, and able 
men were not wanting to direct it. The coromander-in-chief was com
mitted to the king, Agesipolis; a yo«th, o f little experience, but of 
great expectation. Thirty Spartans were appointed tO’ attend him, as 
formerly Agesilaus in Asia. The character o f Agesipolis being popular, 
many volunteers offered. We gather from Xenophon, that, in this 
age, the few remaining families, distinguished by the name o f Spartans, 
went On forein service Only in the rank of officers. The volunteers, he men^ 
tions to have been- o f  three descriptions; the LaConian towns furnished 
some, and they were o f the best families o f those towns; some were bas
tards of Spartan families, educated in the best discipline of the city, and 
these were remarked for their fine figures : the rest were strangers, or- men 
not acknowleged among either Spartans or Laconians, yet distinguished 
by a name which seems to imply that tĥ ey were. maintained by the

-— 0 Ti nv TM' Totsj'r̂ v
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public'®. ‘ Voluiiteem from tbe allies'iporeover were numerous, and 
the Thessalian cavalry, ambitious o f being known to the Spartan 
king, were particularly .forward in their zeal. The rank of the new 
commander-in-chief also, warranting the earnestness of the Lacede
monian government in the cause* inspirited the exertions of the Mace- 
•donian princes. It 'is not mentioned thaLatty troops Were furnished 
by the cities of the confederacy, to. supply' the loss in the battle of 
Olynthns ; . but it is implied that most, if not all of .them, paid com
positions in moneys and that the new levies were.intirely of volunteers.
Phlius received the thanks o f Agesipolis for the largeness and readiness ^5“* 
o f its contribution. ' . - s. 10.

The apparent zeal however o f those who ruled Phlius Was found 
have a  sinister motive. They proposed to earn the Connivance of Lace
daemon ai gross injustice toward their felloWcitizens. 7\11 the anec
dotes of Plutarch, who red and speculated -when Trajan ruled half a 

. hemisphere, do not paint the internal state of divided and independent 
Greece, like a few small touches, front the life, hy the cotemporary 
historians. With the view therefore to acquire a just idea of it, the 
W airs of Phlius will deserve that we should -interrupt, for a moment> 
the narrative of the war'in Thrace. - .

The tyranny of that superintending power, which the Greek§ had. 
imagined the best resourc.e for holding together a confederacy, of 
republics, too small to subsist each by its own strength, we have seen 
remarkably exhibited in the affair of Thebes. Phlius affords an instance, 
not less remarkable, of oppression from a republican government to its 
own citizens, in defiance of the superintending power. The Phliasi^n 
.exiles, restored, as we have seen, at the requisition of Lacedaemon, Sec.'i. oftJiii 
and intitled, by a decree of their own general assembly, to.recover all 
their property, in vain sought justice from Phliasian tribunals; for the 
Phliasian tribunals were composed of persons holding that property, or 
connected with those who held it. Among the Grecian republics it

xut Twv cerninw the political economy-of Lacedaemon, 
T^e(ptixavxa>iOVfii>u>,xa)ji^HTU)i7^'arafiSiru}ifi/,d?\» we must glean aS W6 Cali. J am unable to 
i'juJfi; re xai rut h rji «oXh ivit airst̂ ot. give any Letter explanation of this remark- 

In the scantiness of our-information coa» able passage than that ventured in tih? text.
V o x ,  I I I .  : - s A  ■ v/as
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was not unusual to refer a .case of such a kind to tlie tribunal of some- 
neighboring republic; but the Fhliasian government would listen to- 
no proposal for an impartial decision.. This imprudent iniq'uitj impelled 
the injured.persons to seek redress froiri Lacedsemou.  ̂But there were 
cirCtiinstances which incouraged those who ruled in Phlius to disregard - 
this. It was contrary to? all known practice for br>th: kings- to be- 
at once absent fisom Sparta. %gesipolis. was now far. advanced 
on his march toward .Thrace ;, and, in'the confidence that dgesilaus, 
would not move, and of coursg iioi vigorous measures. w6uld bdt̂ ken,, 
the Phliasian cliiefs resolved that, to those from Avhom they diffeicd;̂  
in party, it was unnecessary to-be just. Instead therefore , of being: 
disposed to yield to Lacedffimonian̂  interference, they; procured a. 
decree, imposing the penalty of a fine on all who, without warrant from, 
the phliasian government, had.'teade application to LacedEemon.

We should admire the spirit of this deci-ee, .if it was not so imme
diately Connected with gross injustices we should ap'pmve its wisdom,, 
had it been founded upon any practicable plan of liberal policy.. But 
it appears to have been the result only of daring profligacy, illiberal 

• and improvident. The hope even that Lacedmmpn would not instantly 
interfere with vigon was ill-coneeived-. The ephors resolved, that the 
injurious insolence of the Phliasians should be restrained by,arms; 
and Agesilaus. undertook the command. Among those who had re
curred to LacedEeinon for redî ss; w;ere , two. familieŝ  which had par
ticular claim to his protection; that of the venerable Podanemus, 
who had been connected ,in hospitaiity with the revered kingArchida- 

, mus, his father, and that of Procles, who had the same connectiom 
with dgesilaus himself, ' *

No delay was made: the border-passing sacdfice was hot likely to. 
be unpropitious ;. Agesilans. was ready to enter Phliasia, when an em
bassy met him, deprecating hostilities, and otfeiing money. He answered!
‘ that he wras not coming to injure any, but only to relieve the injured.’ 

Xen. HeL They professed themselves ready to do whatever, could be required.’
‘ Professions,’ he told them, • ‘ could find no credit,'when deceit liad̂
‘ already been practised.’ Upon being asked then what pledge he 
required, he answered,, ‘ the same with .which Lacedaemon had formerly 

4 . ‘ been.
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been trusted,, M’ithoirt injilfy to Pklius-: they niust give him possessioft 
‘‘ of their citadel’ This being vefused  ̂ he prosecuted his Inafch, and 
'without delay surrounded Plilius with a coutrayallation.

All the Laced®monians, however, were not SatisSed with these mea
sures.* -It was observed by many, even in, the army, that, however 
those who ruled Phlius might be tyrannical soverOins, they had been 
valuable allies; and, whatever might be tiie pica of generosity or justice, 
it  was no good policy,..for the sake of comparatively a few families, to 
make Lacedaimon eternally odious to a city, which had five thousand 
men, able, and, till now'’, ready, to bear arms in its service. -Agesilaus 
skilfully obviated this growing discontent. The Phliasian refugees 
were not wdlhout friends in the city. Such inco'uragemeht was held 
out. for desertion, thatj in a short time, those serving in the besieging 
army were more than a thousand, distinguished,- among the troops, for 
heiiig well-armed, able-bodied, ex.act in subordination, and'zealous in 
service; insomuch that the late murmurs were changed for the obser
vation, that these were such allies as Lacedaemon wanted.

But, in Phlius, a System of order, econpmy, and forbearance, usfial Sv2i> 
where due military subordination is established, but contrary to all 
^common experience among, the turbulence of the Grecian democracies, 
disappointed the expectation of the, besiegers. The blockade had 
•already exceeded the time calculated for the consumption .of the pro
visions in the plaee. But one of those extraordinary characters, o f 
which Greece was fruitful,, and which its politick circumstances were' 
peculiarly adapted to bring forward, had at this time the lead among 
'the Phliasians. In the instance of Delphion, ,says Xenophon, was seen 
‘the aseendant which daring courage may obtain over the minds of the 
jnultitude. He was a man ĝ f high rank in his city, hut his ,dependency 
was upon about three hundred followers. With these at his devotion, 
he so awed the -whole people, that a dear majority in the-general 
assembly,, desirous 'o f capitulatingj dared not come to a vote upon it. 
LJnderm government called a democracy, he imprisoned at his pleasure, 
on suspicion, or pretended suspicion, o f disaifectiUn to the popular 
cause. -His despotism,-however, was not wanton or useless. He alone 
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coHidInforCe a strict military discipline; aiifl, by an urt wearied'personal 
activity, he did inforce it. Con^antly attending'himself, he compelled 

' the citizens to regular attendance in their turn' for guard; , never failing 
to go the rounds, he insured watchfulness and fidelity,on guard. Koi>' 
was he thus daring only toward the multitude, his soverein; he shorved 

, himSelf'worthy of comtnan'd, b}?" daring against the enemy. In many 
sallies, at the head of his three hundred, he was successful against the 
y>osts o f the besiegers. When, notwithstanding the short allowance, 
which had been established by a vote o f the general assembly, famine 
began to press, bis warrant sufficed for searching every house for corn, 
All.rfesources at length failing, Ire gave the word, and a herald, was sent 
to Agesilaus, requesting a truce, that rainistera might carry to Lace- 
dmmon a decree-of the-Phliasian people,-for surrendering the city to 

s. 24, . ‘ pleasure of the Laeed£emonian government
Agesilaus seems to have felt that, by this- message, it was intended 

to put a slight upon him. He nevertheless imnjediately granted the 
truce, and his influence >at Lacedmmoa: sufficed to procure, that the 
Phliasian ministers should be sent back to treat with bini, as pleni- 
potentiary for the LacedEemoniaii commonwealth. It'does not appear 
that Delphron was a matt of great views, dr that, from the first, he 
had any well-founded hope of final success. He seems rather to have 
been a m^n fond o f action and enterprize, with daring courage and 
moderate* abilities j ready in emergencies, but incapable of extensive 
conceptions; fitter to command Phlius, andPhrmsd>esiege"d, than to 
direct the affairs of a great nation, or o f anybut in time o f turbulence. 
For daring enterprize, upon a narrow scales his talents were extraordi
nary. After the granting of the truce, the Hacedmmonians strength
ened their guards, and kept a stricter watch to prevent egress from, the 
town. Nevertheless, attended by one . faithful slave, who had given 
frequent proof o f his courage and address in pilfering the besiegers’ 
arms” , Delphion escaped by night,_ , ' -

"  t o i i  TeMirf rav > Xe»opbofl it' 'canBof. The explaliatioa I
“  Xn-yiiar'iat dr oj 'I'KXa ra t leaVe to military men, who have given their

istiAu^xitlur. The fact, if related by an author, attention to thewntient art and practice of 
not a military itian, might be doubted: frdm war,

- . The.

    
 



^CT.I\^. SURRENDER OFPH LIITS: DEATH  OF AGESIPOLIS, S65 

The conditions which AgesUaus required may seem, in modern titnes, 
not inild ; bnt  ̂dlie regard hfeing had to the manners and circumstances- 
o f his age, and to- the responsible sitnatiorr iiT which he stood, they 
will be found strongly marked With that spirit o f liberality which was 
generally conspicuous: in him. I f  precedents had been desired, they 
might have been found, fon sending commissioners from Lacediemon, 
to decide arbitrarily-between thq«t\vo'parties df the, Phliasian people; 
to banish, and even condemn to death, at discretion^ Agestlaus com
mitted the business to a tribunal composed of a hundred Phliasians t

IT , * * 1. 5* C* 3.
fifty only of those whp had been driveh into- e5£ilê _ and an equal g, as.

. number friendly to the opposite party, or so farfesteemed so that they 
had remained in the city.. After deciding who. should-suffer death as 
authors,of the late civil war, and who should- live to compose the 
future Phliasian commonwealth, they were, to naodel at their discre
tion the constitution and the laws* by which that commouwealth 
should *be governed. Upon these conditions, in the twentieth month 
of the blockade, the town Avas surrendered; and, to inforce order till 
the new constitution should be settled^,a Lacedaemonian garrison yms- 
placed in ik  . •

W hile Agesilaus was employed in this petty kind of domestic War,  ̂ |g_20, 
‘ within Peloponnesus, Agesipolis had begun to sholv the vigor and 
ability expected of him in his forein commands He wasted the Olyn- 
thian territory, he took Torone by storm; but,, in the middle of the 
summer heats, he tvas seized with aiv inflammatory fever, vvhich pre
sently threatened to be fatak The science of medidne, notwithstanding 
the deserved fame of Hippocrates,, appears not yet io have been geue- 
rdly diffused among the Grecian republics. A  little before his ilnes% *- 
Agesipolis had visited the temple of Bacchus, at Aphyteus, famous for 
the beauty and coolness of its shady bowers and limpid waters. - A, *■ 
strong desire-seized him -to revisit them, in the imagination that they 
would afford a relief which his medical attendants could not give. He 
was accordingly conveyed, to AphyteuI, but died soon after,, withofit. 
the temple; the superstition, which taught the Greeks to’fear the anger, 
o f the deity, for permitting the pdllution of death within the hallowed'

' building, apparently denying to the suffering' prince the repose'and
' ■ . - shelter
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shelter which he so much wanted. Neither attention nor expence, 
how'̂ ev'er, was spared, after his decease, to honor his memory, and show 
respect to bis rank. His body,-aGcording to the Spartan--ceremonial, 
was preserved in honey, and in that state carried the long and'difficult 
journey to LacedEemon, there to have.the funeral ritesperformed, which 
custom had established for the .burial o f the kings. ,

Agesipolis seems to have been a reaWloss to his country. 'Tho aiming, 
 ̂ and with fair prospect of success, .to rival Agesilaus in*" military fame, 

’* BO jealousy subsisted between them. He treated iiis► elder'Collegue, on. 
all occasions, with the respect due to superior age and high character. 
He received in  feturn unfeigned friendship .from Agesilaus; whose 
liberal mind considered him less as a rival, than, in  public affairs, a 
valuable assistant, and in>pHvate a desirable companion.

The successor o f Agesipolis in the Thracian -command, Polybiades, 
ŵ as but too successful in restraining the liberal and beneficent policy 
o f Olyntbus within the narrow limits- of a single city. In uhda taking 
to withstand the power o f Eacedseinon, the Olynthians had depended 
upon the support of Athens and Boeotia. Butd:he unexpected revolution 
in Thebes had given the force of Boeotia to their enemies, and deterred 
the interference of Athens. Possibly, after” their great success against 
Teleutjas, their affairs may have been conducted with less prudence 
.than when -they were but rising to power. They may have lost some 
o f their ablest leaders; or prosperity, inflating the popular mind, may 
have given advantage to-tufhulent demagogues; and interested intrigue 
.or popular caprice may have overborne wise counsel. Xenophon has. 
left us no particulars.; he has not even named one of their leading men, 
.We hear of no battle fought, np town taken; Polyblades was master 
o f the c o u n ty ; the Olynthians could receive no relief by sea ; famine 
pressed, and they sent ambassadors to LacediEmon to sue for peace. It 
.was granted upon tire usual terms of subordinate alliaucg,; that the 
friends and enemies of LacedEemPn should be respectively such to 
■ Olyntbus, and that the 01yn|hians should serve in arms wherever the 
.Lacedfemonians might lead.    
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Jpparept confirmation and real instability o f  tKe Zacediemonian supre
macy in Greece, Conspiracy and re'colutmi in Thebes;

T hus Laced f̂flon acquired the glory of crushing finally the wisestand- 
noblest project for a repvrbltcan government, upon a broad foundation,.̂  
perhaps ever a,ttempted in Greece. Such at least the Olynthian union; 
appears, in the slight sketch, a meer shadow, without a decided outline*, 
which remains to us from-Xenophon. Possibly it may have Had great 
defects with which we are not made acquainted; and indeed if a govern̂  ̂
ment had ev'er been seen in Greece, With aU the ̂  merit which his- 
account, not. intended for panegyric, indicates, imbalanced by very, 
gross defects, we should still more wonder at, and still less excuse,, 
the excessive deficiency of the politicaHdeas, transmitted to posterity, 
in the writings of such men as Xenophon, Plato,, Isocrateŝ  and Aris~- 
totle. It is indeed remarkable,, that the celebrated panegyrical oration Patreg.- 
of Isocrates, in which, while his great object was to persuade the 
Greeks to peace among themselves, he could propose no means but 
union in war against Persia,, then at peace with them, was spofeett or 
published while the Lacedremonian arms were employed in the destruc
tion of the Olynthian constitution.. Could Lacedsmon,have adopted 
a policy liberal as, in its general outline, the Olynthian appears to - 
have been,, could she have united herself with such a republic, and used; 
her extensive influence to promote the scheme, a state might have been- 
formed, of a firmness to resist all external violence, and capable of 
dissolution, only from that, internal corruption* to which the . Author of 
nature has willed that everything human shall be liable. But, as we- 
have already observed̂  those very institutions, by which. LacedsemoiXi 
had now flourished for centuries, and for the smallness of her means,, 
was become wonderfully great,, those very institutions made it impos-- 
sible for her to become so great. To coalesce was beyond her nature :- 
•her great lawgiver’s system, admirable for its purpose, had no such;

purpp.so
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pufpose in view: she<jould be great, and even safe, only by keeping 
those around her divided. This was now done. The reviving empire 
of Athens was broken: BoDOtia was split into many states ; Corinth and. 
Argos,were separated; the Olynthian union was dissolved; the reno-? 
vatiou of existence, given to the obscure kingdom of Macedonia, har-- 
monized with the plan of division; those of thenllies, who had dared to 
show an adverse disposition, had been punished ;,aQd thus, as tlie cotem,- 
porary historian has observed,theauthority of Lacedaemon, over Greece, 
seemed more firmly established than at any former period.

But the Lacedmmonian authority, over Greece, was not of a nature 
to be permanent: too Weak for com,raand; too proud for influence. We 
have seen, in the authentic testimony of Xenophon to.what the Cyreian 
-army experienced, the haughty despotism-Of the Lacedremonian coln- 
ananders, at a distance from home, Tho we find such conducfsottie- 
times' severely punished? proof that the Lacedsemonian administration 
was aware of evils likely to arise from it, yet that the restraint was. 

-very uncertain, is sufficiently evident. Within Greece the administra’- 
tion was better ‘able to check the indiscreet or interested tyranny of 

,lts officers. But it conld not equally restrain the chiefs of the Laccr 
dsemonian party in the dependent republics, by whom those repubi-/ 
lies were held ih submission to Lacedaemon. To men so necessary, 
great indulgence would be indispensable: to support them, without 
inquiry, or even notoriously against right, might appear sometimes of 
political necessity. Hence discontent, vehement discontent, was ceajie- 
less, sedition ever working, and revolt ready. , •

Evident however as it is that the foundation of the Lacedsmonian 
power Avas slippery in e.xtreme, still,, when We consider the value of the 
nd vantage it possessed in the abilities ■ and virtues of Agesilaus, Ave 
Cannot behold, without astonishment, the minuteness of the®force, and 
the trivial-character of tĥ . circumstances, Avhich began its overthrow,#̂  
in the very moment when it appeared most established. Xenophon 
ascribes all to the just Vengeance of the deity ; honestly declaring the 
infamy of the conduct of Lacedaemon, tho hia friend and patron Avas 
implicated, in holding .the .citadel of ThebCs by violence, directly 
against the most solemn oaths, under the sanction of Avhicb, among

the

    
 



SECTiV. ^PLOT FOR REVOLUTION- AT T H E te.
the artt'Qles of confederation, the independency of every Grecian city 
was warranted. The new government of Thebes Avas necessarily odious 
to the great .body of the Theban people, and indeed to every honest 
Theban citizen. But fear, which restrained action, taught also to 
conceal sentiments; and thus a government of violbnee, whether the 
form of the tyranny be monarchal, olig'archal, or deniocratical, is 
always risking to. defeat its own purposes.

Among the,revolutions of the Theban commonwealth, that part of 
the cons’titutioh seem̂  to have remained unaltered, by which the prin
cipal executive power, ciAul and military together, that power which had 
formerly, been held by hereditai’y princes, was committed to annual 
magistrates, intitled polemares, chief-warriors. Archias. and Philippus 

* held the high office, when Phyllidas, their secretary and confidejitial 
minister, Avas called on some business to Athens.̂  Phyllidas there found 
a Theban of rank, named Mellon, AAdth Avhom he had formerly been 
intimate, living in exile, to Avhich the revolution had driven him. Their 
past ■ opposition in politics did not prevent Mellon and Phyllidas froin 
communicating again as private frietfds; and, Mellon’s curiosity leading 
him to inquire about men and things in Thebes, to his surprize he 
found the secretary highly dissatisfied Avith the existing government' 

. there. More explanation thence taking place, the result was a plot for 
overthrowing the existing government, and restoring democracy. 
Phyllidas returning to Thebes, and measures beings prepared, Mel-. 
Ion, Avith only six associates, passed by night from Attica into the 
Theban territory. Lying concealed during the fbHoving day, they 
approached the city as evening.closed, and entered with the last of that 
Crowd of husbandmen, returning from their daily toil, AAdio,,in a country 
politically constituted like the greater part of Gteece/dared not inhabit 
detached cottages or open villages.. Proceeding unmolested, ” they 
Avere received in the house of Charon, a party to the plot, Avhere thfey 
staid the night, and the following day. ' ^

Just preceding the expiration of the annual magistracies -was the 
season, according to ahtient custom, of a festival of Venus at Thebes. 
The polemares, Archias and Philippus,' were men of pleasure. Their 
secretary, Phyllidas, possibly, a. wi|rm patrio};, was cettaiply nqî a.mnn 
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©f nice honor qr strict honesty, ,^cc0r4ing tq report, which Xenophon 
. thought worthy, o f  notice, he was trusted, by the poiemarqs as, a confi

dential .aninister to theix private pleasures; and he had undertaken, 
favored by. the licence of the festival, to bring thq most beautiful 
nvomen of the best fanrilies of Thebes to their revel , Through his pri- 
a?ileg.e-of unlimited access, when the poleinarcs and their company were 
Ĵ r gone in intoxication, he introduced the conspirators, three habited 
as ladies, the othei*s as their female attendants. The-disinissioix of tiiale 
attendants was procured, on pretence of delicacy toward tbe ladies. 
A s far, at least,, as this-story tends ,;to reveal the manners .of the age, 
ave may give it  credit, as it is told * by Xenophon; thb; he says, 
acpording to some the conspirators were introduced as ordinary visitors'h 
What we learn with certainty is, that the polemarcs were on that night 
assassinated.. . "

This important beginning being successfully . made, . Xeontiades, 
author of the late revolution, was the next object o f the conspirators. 
Phyllidas, in .whom Leontiades,, as well as the polemarcs, fully corir 
fided, conducted them to his hoiise., Pretence of business from the 
polemarcs gained him immediate-admissiotf'to an inner apartment, 
whither XContiades had retired from, supperi ^ud where his wife was 
sitting by him, rbusied in those Works o f the diatalf or needle, in which 
the Grecian ladies principally' employed themselves.; Leontiades was 
killed upon the spot, and silence was imposed upon-the^ lady, with 
the threat of death to every person in the house, unless, as soon 
as the.assassins wenf o.ut, the doors were locked,, and afterward kept 
close. - . - ' ,,

The leaders of their Opponents being thus dispatched^ the conspb 
ratoTs proceeded to the state-prbon, where some of tbeir friends were

** Concerning a mattesria which private 
history was so much involved with public, 
and party interest with both, various stories, 
some true, some false, and£ Some partly 
tm,e partly ̂ se, were .Kkeiy -to be eiren- 
hited. Xenophon, who lived at the time,' 
yet long outlived the time;, and was in a situ- 
atioa to be better in£trmed than altoosl any

other cduld he, has .rdated some thingswith 
confidence } others as less certain. Plutarch,, 
who wrote some centuries -after, has differed 
frdmXeno'phon in regard to some particulars,, 
added to him many, .declared no authority, 
ewept Xenophon's, and expressed no doubt. 
His purpote was to tell a good story, of 
which Peiopidas was to be. the herô

confined.
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confine. Phyllidis, pretending in  order from the polemarcs, obtained 
admission there also. ' The keeper was instantly pnt todfeath; and the 
prisoners  ̂being released/were directed where to find arms, add whither 
to  repair with them. ’ ;

The conspirators sO confided in the general hatred; of the existing Xesi Ifel. 
governtnenl,-thatj without farther preparation, they caused summons 
to  he prpclaimed, for all the citizens, equally the knights, afid those 
inrolled in the heavy-armed,- to assemble in arms | adding the infor
mation, ‘ that the tyrants were no more I’ Piifidence however kept , 
all within during night. Meanwhile messengers were dispatched to 
the refugees en the Attic borders  ̂ and to Athens itself * for it was 
known that two of the annual generals o f Athens were warm in the 
Cause.- When day broke, what had passed becoming notorious, the 
citizens, hdrse and foot, assembled in arn^ and arranged themsfelves ' 
with the Conspirators* , '
< The first alarraj which reached the Lacedtemoniatt governor in the s*rot 
citadel, was from the nightly proclamation* Immediately hfe'sent to 
Tlatasa kiid Thespife for icinforceiUetit to his scanty garrison* A  
detachment marched from Plata^a;-but the Theban horse met and 
routed it. ’ As the victorious Cavalry reentered the city, the refuge*^ 
from the borders, and a body of . Athenian auixi'Hafies, arrived.. With 
this addition  ̂o f strength, it  'was-resoived, without delays tO , assail the " 
citadel, The Laceda;monians saw the preparation, and heard large is* lii 
reward proclaimed for who should first mOunt. Thinking thCn their 
numbers unequal to- resist all Thebes, apparently’ uriited and zealous, 
they proposed to- surrender the fortress, Upon'condition thajt they 
might'depart in safety, with their arms. To this the Thebans gladl;  ̂
consented) and the* capitulation was ratified with libations and oathsi 
Their march out of the place was watched,' with a Jealousy Justified s. 12» 
by preceding circurnstances* But when there ■ #ete seen among them 
some of those: Thebans who had been.,active in. the late government, 
then the virulence'of the GreCk sedition broke fofth : the victim^' 
were dragged from their protection, and hoiie so taken CBcaped death

• . ■ V.; . ; * ' • , - -  ̂ Bu'k

’E|*ov7iyy î>V{ riSf
.'T

i f fh m ra y .  Xenophon has 
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But the state o f Greece, a' kind of hotbed of crimes," gave ocdasioa 
also for the exercise of virtues. The Athenian auxiliaries, who looked 
iipon. the Thebans of <the Lacedtemonian interest, not with the ran
corous hatred o f party opponents, but with the more liberal enmity of 
forein foes, exerted themselves generously for them; and by favoring 
their concealment, saved many. They cpuld not however save some - 
-more helpless and initoccnt objects o f the horrid revenge or' base fear 
o f  the Thebans ; the children - of' those who had been executed were 
put to death.

Among the revolutions, of which Greece was so fruitfnl, for just
ness o f cause, boldness o f undertaking, ability of plot and arrange
ment, and daring vigor in execution, tire delivery of Thebes has been 
justly celebrated. Perhaps moderation in assassination should be 
added to its eulogy; for the execution of those who w ere'at mercy, 
and the murder o f the children, who could have.deserved no ill, did 
not take place till'Yhe. revolutioji was completed ; and, we may hope, 
should be ascribed, not to deliberate design in the leaders, but,to the 
wild fury of popular p.assiori, which they could irot restrain. The 
better-taughtjiidgement, however, o f moderfl times will not, with the 
|)hilosophic Plutarch, give its unmixed applause to the means.em
ployed, and extol th  ̂ revolution of Thebes as a model, to be justly 
compared with that effected at Athens, by dThrasybulus, throngh open.

not specified them by any name but that of 
iCnemies; but what he mentions afterward 
©f the treatment of their .families, were it 
otherwise dubious, would ascertain that the 
executed were Thebans, and not Lacede
monians.

It has been owing apparently' to thegehe-. 
ral irregularity nnd uncertainty of Grecian 
criminal law, that the Greek language, so 
superior to all others in accuracy for most 
purposes, is so inferior to 'oUr own,in words 
for distinguishing the varibus degrees of 
cjirninality, which may attend the act of 
putting a man to, death. Hence we have 
sometimes difficulty to gather, from the 
expressions of historians, what degree of

turpitude we should impute to the actions 
which they relate. the coffiffion.
word for t o  k ill , is equally used to express 
the foulest murder, or putting to death after 
just trial, in the most legal manner, by the 
hands of the public ̂ executioner (as an this 
chapter of Xenophon, s. 13.) The eCdditjons 
^iK aiat, aSixu/i, axgiTA>S, lx
and perhaps others, are sometimes Used to 
mark a distinctipn, but often omitted. Xe
nophon’s expression on this' occasion, ffiA?

«3-*xT£iw, rather, I think, implies 
that some legal forms were observed ; and 
yet we have difficulty to reconcile this with, 
the treatment of the phhdren of, the -sufr.
ferexs*.'

. '■ wa%'
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war, unsullied by assassination and perfidy'^ Xenophon, in his 
Agesilaus, has not ill defined that deception which may be allowable 
in politics and war, Agesilaus, be ŝays,, held, that ‘‘ tô  deceive those Xen. Ag??; 
‘ who mistrust us is wise; those who trust us> wicked'V , '

** He calls the two revolutions, q f  Atljens 
and Thehes, ftfytr*! rSr
Plut. Pelpp. p, 513, 514.

The necessity has frequently occurred, 
by no means a pleasant necessity, to speak 
slightingly of Plutarch's authority. If any 
reader, swayed by the merit, altogether, of 
Plutarch’s works, - or by the respect in 
which he has been extensively held, niay 
think I have . been extreme in depreci
ating his judgement or his accuracy as an 
historian, I should wish that his account of 
the Theban revolution iftight be compared 
with Xetnophon’s. The life of Pelopidas, as 
his fellowcountryman, was a favorite subject 
with Plutarch, and the exploit, by which 
Thebes was delivered from the Lacedsemo- 

,-iiian dominion, a very favorite, part of it. 
On this favorite subject, an ill-judging zeal, 
the zeal of a closet-philosopher, unversed in 
active life,, to njake bis hero keep the stage 
with effect, has led him, I inust own it ap
pears to me, into strange puerilities. He 
exhibits Pelopidas babbling publicly, when 
evidently the m'ost cautious secrecy-was 
requisite. • He describes him ingaged in fp- 
rious combat j under circumstances tending 
strongly to- confirm Xenophon’s account, 
according to which the business was so much 
better managed, that nothing nlore was 
necessary than to poniard an unarmed man, 
surprized in the security of domestic privacy. 
Pie attributes then to the sage Epameinon- 
das an indiscretion truly wonderfuL While, 
according to his account, the eloquence of 
Pelopidas incited the exiles, Epameinondas, 
by an ingenious device,'̂ prepared the minds 
of the citizens, at hbme, to join in the prb- 
posed schemaof revolution. In the places 
of public exercise, he ineouraged the Theban 
youth to vesture upon wrestling and boxing

with the Laced’mmpnians of the garrison. 
To their surprize, they found themselves far 
superior to their antagonists : they were of 
course elated wi;h unexpected success; and 
thence Epameinondas took occasion tô re
proach them with the baseness of their sub- 
missidn to a people so inferior. It might 
be supposed, from' this story, tliat ppamei- 
nondas meant to admonish the Lacedmmo-̂  
mans to strengthen their garrison, and keep 
stricter watch.

It is among the real merits of Pi'utarCh, 
-which 1 have before taken occasion to ob
serve, that he not unfrequently names-his 
authors. Now it is remarkable that, in his 
account of the Theban revolution, the only 
author he quotes is Xenophon; from whom,, 
indeed,- evidently the best part of his ac
count has been taken. Aŝ a cotemporary 
historian, much interested in the political 
events of the time, Xenophon had his par
tialities, and they were not i-n fever of Pelo
pidas or .Epameinondas. On the contrary 
the Lacedoemonians were his friends, and, 
very particfllarly Agesilaus. Nevertheless 
his simple concise narrative does far more 
honor to. file authors of the Theban revolu
tion than Plutarch’s studied paiiegyric. With- 
outany mention of sefirecy, lie shews that 
extraordinary secrecy waS observed. With
out any mention pf conrageor magnanimity, 
he exhibits, in'the conduct of the conspi* 
rators, the daring prudence of so-many ' 
CfEsars or Cromwells. While he thus does, 
justice to those who, ds public men, were 
his enemies, be'aclcnowleges so candidly 
the faults'of his friends, that evpn Plutarch, 
.could accuse them of nothing more. Among 
the advantages then of Xenophon, in the 
comparison, the reader oftaste will admire, 
that elegant simplicity, that perspicuous 

, ■' conciseness-,,-
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-Motives, at Lacedcemon, yor lenient conduct toxeatd, Thebes, Co0‘  
mand in war against Thehes,-declined Agesilaus, committed to
Cleomhrotus. Uncommon storm. ' Change in Athenian politics  ̂
adverse to Thebes.

I t  was incumbent' tipon tlie' Xaciedagmonian goveftiifteiit td'punish thd 
Theban rebellion and support its authority over Greece, or at once to 
resign that invidious authority, which pCrhaps could not be resigned 
with safety. Tho'midwinter, therefore, it was resolved that an army 
should immediately march. In the same spirit, severity was l^xerted 
against the late governor o f the Cadmeia, who suffered, death for sur* 
rendering his trust. ‘

There is something of mystery in the-conduct o f Agesilaus to ^ rd  ■ 
the Thebans, and not less of the Thebans toward Agesilaus,- which 
the philosopher historian, who acted in the military and political, tran-®̂ 
sactions of the time, seems to have le ft  studiously veiled. The grossr 
affront put upon Agesilaus, previously to his sailing for Asia, when 
sacrificing in the Thebah territory, ia riot accounted for.i The cause 
of that deeplaid scheme of enmity to.. Lacedremon, Avhich occasioned' 
the recall of Agesilaui^ is equally unexplained. Why Agesilaus, whe*h 
he had gained a great .victory over the Thebans near Cofbneia, did 
not pursue the aclvantage, but, on the contrary, led\his army imme • 
diately out of'their territory, remains pn enigma. ; After this, that 
Agesilaus bote a hatred to the Thebans, whiph he Suffered sometinles 
to sivay his political.condnct, the candor o f Xenophon has led him to
eoncisfeness, which hjodern writers cannot much dialogue together with the deeds: It  ̂
too diligently emulate, btit which, even is an ingen|ousand arnusiag little work, and. 
were Xenophon the writer, no modern lad- interesting for the information interspersed, 
guage could equal. - Ccmcerning the' phllosppliieal theologŷ  of

Tlutarch, in his tract inti tied,little enough Plutarch's day j but It bears tio symptom of' 
to its-purpose, On the danlon or genius of historical authority, beyond the gleanings 

•Socrates, has inlarged the story of the de- from Xenophon, 
iivery,of Thehes into a kind'of u’Ovel, giving

avow:

    
 



gECT.VL MOTIVESof TH B rAC E M M O N IAN  GOVERNMENT-
avow.. The partiality of Rlutarch, liimself a Boeotian, would counte- 

- nance an  ̂imputation, which seems however to have had no better 
origin than the ordinary malice of T^rty-spirit in Greece, that Agesi- 
laus instigated the seizing o f  the Gadmeia. -That, however, he supported 
the measure, wji^n taken, in a- manner not creditable to his character, 
Xenophon himself has shown. Y et when, in consequence of the revo* 
lution \vhkh followed, war was dend'lihced against Thebes, and _ an 
army was ordered to march, he declined the comrnand.

But much o f what historians Jhave not expressly declared, may be 
gathered from what -they have made known. The pointed enmity of 
Thebes, toward Agesilaus and= Lacedasmon, arose from a revolutioh in  

■ that'city, by which,.^SQoa after the conclusion' of the PGbpouhesian 
war, the pQwcf passed from the oligarchal party to the democraticak 
The new leaders could not hope to hold their power, unless they could 
ingage their commonwealth to break the Lacedaemonian connection | 
and a gross affront to a popular king might be very efficacious for 
their purpose. But, as the other party was stili considerable, and the 
principal landowners were among j t s  members, Agesilaus; after the 
battle gained on his return from Asia, might withdraV his army from 
the Theban territory, to favor the lands, not o f his enemies, but b f his- 
friends; and he might hope that his moderation, after victory, might 
soften the enmity o f one party, while the credit Of that victory would 
promote the influence of the other. I f  the oligarchy could he quietly 
restored in Thebes, his purpose would be better answered than by any 
success in arms; and means might thus, more thati by any other mea- - 
sures, be promoted,, for his return, with his army, to prosecute hi!|!. 
favorite plan 6f_conquest in Asia.

Patriotism upoh a narrow shale, or attachment to a particular com- - 
monwealth, (tho it was ofteuer only to a party in that commonwealth) , 
was common among the Greeks; but even the pretension to patriotisna 
including alL Greece, was rare *’ . Xenophon ascribes to Agesilaus that Xen. Age»̂  
nobler patriotism : which seems indeed to have been an inheritance from 
his father Atchidamus, communicated ‘both the kings life sons ; tho

The Greek term was nearly synonymous w i t h '  Te express the-'
more liberal patriotisin, ejttending to.the whole nation, the Greeks used the term

■ ' î ie-
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the inferior abilities o f Agis gave less briilianey to the fair portion. I f  
we add the Athenian Cimon, it will be difficult to find anoth^ |3:reeian 
commander who has, any clear claim to" the eulogy. These h o w le r  sepm 
intitled.to it, and we must therefore confine to the time when Agesilaus. 

-reigned, the praise whirch Xenophon makes peculiarly his. Whatbther 
general, he asks, has been Icnown,to decline taking a town, when he 
thought the plunder in bis powder, or to hold it a misfortune to conquer, 
Avhen Greeks were his enemies? But Agefilaus, when, on his march 
from Asia, intelligence met him o f  the great victory obtained near 
Corinth, where, with the loss of only eight Lacedaemonians, more 
than ten thousand of the Theban cottftderacy were slain, instead o f 
showing satisfaction, ‘ Unhappy G reece!’ he exclaimed; ‘ your chil- ' 
‘ dren thus destroyed, iu quarrels among themselves, were enough to 
‘ have obtainedglorious victory over any number o f barbarians.’ When 
afterward,- as he lay near Corinth, the refugee's pointed out a plan for 
easily storming the city, he would not allow the a t te m p t ‘ To chastise a 
‘ Grecian people,’ he said, ‘ may be necessary ; to extirpate or inslave 
‘ them cannot’*,’

But the great purpose of Agesilaus, universal peace in Greece, and 
a union of the whole nation against the bafbarians, was singularly 
thwarted by the prevalence of the* democratical party in Thebes,’̂  and 
this consideration, with perhaps some added stimulation from personal 
affronts, appears so far to have ŵ arped the general rectitude o f his mind, 
as to have led him to support the treachery o f Phcebidas, in seizing'the 
Theban citadel. When however he observed those Thebans, who, 
through the insuing revolution, acquired the lead iu the government of 

■ their city, conducting themselves with no moderation when, on the 
contrary, after the counter-revolution effected by M'Cllon and Pelopidas, 
the whole Theban people seemed united in the opposite interest/ he 
would no longer stand forward in ;a cause which he found so odious, 
and which a considerable party, even in Lacedaemon,- reprobated. He

Xenophon has himself reported that , culiarity of the eulogy must he confined to 
Agis would not take Elis when in bis power, the time when Agesilaus reigned.

- {Xen.Hel. 1. 3-. C.2. s. 19. & Ch.ŷ '. s.2. of **. is a title which Xenophon more
this Hist.) Hence it is cleat that the pecu- than once gives them ĵ s. 9  & m). ^

avoided

    
 



^scT.Vl. MEAStTRES OF LACEDAEMON,
avoided taking any part in the debate on measures to be pursued; and, 
■ V'ben it-was resolved that an army should immediately march, he 
claimed the privilege of his age for declining-the command

CleombrotuSa Wba had succeeded Agesipolis in the throne of the 
Eurystherieid family, seems, with the ephors, and theyvhole administra
tion o f Lacedsmon, to  have imbibed a share o f the moderation of 
Agesilaus. But had no step been taken in favor o f the LacedEemonian, 
or oligarehal party, in the Bceotiah towns, its complete ruin, with the 
severest sufferings to individuals, to many individuals who deserved 
highly o f Lacedaemon, must have followed. Already, in Thebes, the 
return o f the emigrated, o f ^ne party, had been the signal for the lead
ing men, o f theother, to seek peisonal safety, hy ,quitting whatever else 
■ was most dear to them *̂’. Tho midwinter, therefore, and wery severe 
weather, the resolution fOr the*immediate march of an army for Bceolia 
■ was persisted in, and Gleombrotus Was directed to take the-, command. 
The -readiest passage o f the 'mountains, -north of the isthmus **, was 
occupied by the Athenian general Chabfias, with a body 6f targeteers. 
CJeombrotus however found-the Platean road open, by which he passed 
into the Theban- territory, and incaniped at Cynoscephal®. There he 
remained Sixteen days, and then withdrew to Thespi#. The purpose 
o f  the expedition seems to have been-meerly to give that protection, 
which the Lacedaemonians owed to the Boeotian towns,:against the hew 
government of Thebes; -and, for this, it  was thought sufficient now to 
leave a-third of the army, under the command of Sphodrias, with a sum 
o f money for raising a body o f mercenaries. Cleombrotfe therefore 
led the rest back toward Peloponnesus^ all, says the historian, while

m
Xen.Hel.
1. 5. c. i. 
s. 13.

B. C. 3?s, 
Ol. 100. 2, 
January. 
Dodflf.

Xen.Hel. 
1.5. C.4. 
s. 15.

S.1(F,

Vs-lf "Itie uncer
tain yalue of this expression has been already 
tiGticed. .Dodwell (Chron. Xen. ad ann. 
A. C. 378. p.55.) supposes u<p'

fifty-seven :oV 'fifty-height,,and thatAgeSi- 
JauB was, already sixty-three. At'that rate 
he must have been forty-five at bis accession 
to' the throne, when he was, according to 
-Xenophon, (Ages. c.l. s ,6 . )  t n  f th  »««;, still 
a youth. I should rather suppose him under

voL. nr.

thirty-five at his .accession, and between 
.fiftyrtwo;and fifty-five when fais.age excused 
him from forein service. The excuse y/as 

common to the king and the-private soldier.
y  This familiar circnrtistanee, among the 

, Greeks, it w'assufficient fpr Xenophon to ex
press by the Single word kweyrtfsif*’'.

The way by Eleutherae; fô  which Dod
well'pj'oppses, apparently with reason, to 
read Erythrae.

3 C  they
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tliey reflected- how carefully every injury tp the Theban territory had 
been avoided, wholly? doubting Avhether it was to be war or peace..

In passing the mountain^-barrier against the isthmus, the army was 
assailed by an uncommon storm. Between thetown of Creusis and the 
Corinthian gulpb, its violence was such, that many asses, laden with 
the baggage, were tumbled down the precipices; shields were blown 
into the sea, and, in the impossibility, with their complete armour, to 
withstand its fury, most of the soldiers resortM to the expedient of' 
depositing their shields among the crags, and loading them with stones. 
With difficulty, pach making his way as he could, they .arrived, in  the 
evening, at Aigostheni in the Megaric territory. Tho this was no 
ordinary tempest, yet the account o f it, given by Xenophon, may assist 
ps to the cause why, in a .climate whose summer heats we are apt to 
suppose more intolerable than the roughness of the waning or early 
year, winter operations were so generally avoided. Such ah event 
never failed to alarm Grecian superstition. Some thought the dis
pleasure of the gods announced at the conctuct of Lacedaemon toward 
Thebes : others supposed ill-fortune to the youthful general portended. 
Following events, with the recollection ®f the t>men, brought, it was 
imagined, its explanation. As soon as the weaSher became moderate, 
the abandoned arms were collected; and, the march being then prose
cuted into Peloponnesus, the troops were, as usual, dismissed.

Altho, in this expedition, so little was. done to the vulgar eye, its- 
consequences were important. Those in Athens, desirous o f peace, or 
averse to the Theban connection, represented with effect to the peopl^ 
that the Corinthian territory was n.o longer the seat of war: -̂already 
they, had seen the-Pdoponnesian army pass by Attica into Boeotia; 
and before next harvest they might expect the ravage of Attica itself. 
The ungenerous fear of the tyrannous multitude was so excited, that,̂  
of the two generals who had favored the dHivery of Thebes from the 
Lacedsemonian yoke, one was, condemned and executed; the other 
saved his life by flight. ■    

 



S e c t . Vir. PELOPIDAS:’ EPAMEmONDAS, 379

S E C T I O N  V Ii:

Motvcei o f  the Theban leaders fo r  persevering in opposition to Lace~ 
doemorb; Pelopidas, Epameinondas. Corruption of the Lacedeemonian 

-general Sphodrias: Weak concession o f AgesUaus: ■ Renewal o f  al
liance between Athens and Thebes. AgesUaus commander against 
Thebes. State o f  the smaller Republics o f  Greece. *The Thebaid 
ravaged: Winter campain. Second invasion of the Thebaid under 
AgesUaus: Sedition at Thespice. .. •

T he great change, which had taken place in the politics of Athens, 
was highly alarming to the ruling party in Thebes. Unsupported they* 
could not hope long to resist the power of JAcedjemon; and, whatever 
indications might have appeared of moderation, and a peaceful disposi
tion, in the Lacedsemonian government, yejt no peace with Lacedaemoii 
could come unattended with the ruin of the chiefs of the party, assassins 
of the late polemarcs, and objects of the revenge of living numbers, 
whom they had driven into banishment. But among them were men of 
talents, such as Thebes had not before offered to the world’s notice. 
O f these Pelopidas and Epameinondas were becoming eminent. Both 
o f distinguished families, both of the democratical party, they con- 
tracted.an early friendship, tho otherwise their circumstances and their 
dispositions differed, Pelopidas was rich, Epameinondas poor: Pelo
pidas delighted to pass his time in action; Avar, hunting, and the 
palaestra: Epameinondas iir study and the schools of the philosophers’’h 
The Avarm temper of Pelopidas urged him to put himself forward in 
public business,:* Epameinondas thought it a duty to qualify himself 
for his country’s, service; but then claimed indulgence for his inclination 
to retirement and study, till circumstances might require his exertion. 
The activity of Pelopidds made it impossible that he could be an indif
ferent character in any public commqtipn. When therefore the party 
of Leontiades, Avith the assistance of the Lacedaemonian army under

Pythagoreus ills LysiS Thebanum Epaminondam (instituit) baud scio an summuia 
Tirura unurn omnis Gra:ci». C ic . de Grg,t. a. 34. ■ j

3 c 2  . Phcebidas,

B. C. 378- 
01. 100.-1*

Died. 1.15. 
Corn. Nep. , 
vit. Epam. - 
& Pelop.; 
Plut. vit. 
Pelop. &  
Ages,

    
 



H i S T O H Y  O F  G R E E C E .  Chap.SXXVR

Pint. vit. 
' Pelopid.

'Xen. Hel. 
1 .5. C .4 . 
s. 20.

'd. .21’.

8. 22, 23.

Phoebidas, obtained the supreme|)ower in the commonwealth, Pelopidas 
had been among those who wei^ driven to seeh their safety by flight; 
while Epameiiiondas,'considered only as a philosopher, remained undis
turbed in ThebeSi Pelopidas was, according; to Plutarch, both in 
council and in action, foremost among the associates o f Mellon, in the 
insuing revolution; Epameinondas joined in ft  only with th©' body of 
the Theban people. When the revolution'was effected; Pelopidaswas 
raised, ?̂ith Mellon and Charon, to the office o f' B c e o t a r c a  title 
assumed by the first magistrates o f Thebes, instead o f their antient 
title of polemarc, or conjointly with it ;  in assertion o f  the-claim.of 
the Theban people to a superintending authority over all thO cities of 
Bceotia, which the Lacedmmottians, under the pretence of vindicating 
the freedom of those cities, but- really to insure their own command 
oyer them, had always strenuonsty opposed.

The intrigue, which set Athens again at variance with' I/aced^mbn, 
was, according to Plutarch, devised and managed- by Pelopidas. 
Xenophon gives it to Theban policy, without specifying the author. 
Bribery was the inducement, at least suspected, for Sphodrias, the 
Lacedamoniaii general in Thespi®; to take meas.ures not to be otherwise. 
easily accounted for. Marching- in the afternbon, he entered Attica by 
night, Avith the purpose, or the pretended purpose, to be before dawn 
at Peir®us, which had-then n6 jgates,..and-t0  takedt byshrprize. At 
Thria day broke upon him, and he returned; but instead o f endevoring 
"to conceal his hostile intention, he plundered houses, and drove off cattle.

Before day intelligence reached Athens, that a large army was 
approaching.. Alarm spred rapidly, and the whole, people took arms. 
Three Lacedemonian ministers, then in the city, were arrested. Asto
nished, themselves, at the fact .related to them, the;  ̂ however soon 
convinced the principal Athenians, that, whatever the plot might be, 
they could be no parties to it; and, declaring their confidence that 
Sphodrias hot only could have no authority for his injurious conduct, 
hut that his high rank and great connections would not screen him from; 
due punishment for it, they were presently released. So far their asser
tions were soon confirmed, that Sphodrias Ayas summoned home, and a
capital prosecution was instituted against him. . •

Xenophon
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Xenophon has labored, not to justify the insuing conduct of Agesi- Xen. HeJ,
V " ’ • ' i» 5» c» 4’»

laus, but to win excuse for it. Cleonymus, son of Sphodrias, a youth g’ 24.-133; 
of great merit, was thejntimate friend of Archiclannia ison of Agesilaus, 
a youth also of great merit, Archidamlis was distressed by his friend’s 
distress; and Agesilaus, feeling for both o f them, allowed his feeling 
to overbear his judgernent. Against his own opinion'of what was just 
and honorable, and against his country’s, clearest interest, he exerted 
himself in favor of Sphodrias. It appears that trials of men in high 
public situations, at Sparta equally as at Atbeus, were before either the 
assembled people, or a court nearly as numerous as: the ordinary popular 
assemblies. O f course opportunity was Open for intrigue, and interest 
decided the judgement, Sphodrias nevertheless feared to return home; 
yet his trial, according to the general practice of Grecian courts, pro
ceeded as if  he Avere present. I t  was apparently in conjequence of the 
notoriety of his guilt, that his friends chose to rest his defence princi- 

. pally on the plea of his former merits; but the influence of Agesilaus 
gave such- efficacy to this plea that he was 'acquitted. Xenophon, 
anxious for the credit of his friend and patron, has nevertheless evinced 
his superior regard for truth, by avowing that the decision \yas very 
generally considered as singularly iniquitous.

The remoter consequences of this disreputable transaction were 
beyond human foresight; but the strong probability, amounting almost 
to certain necessity, j j f  what immediately Tpllojved, should not have 
escaped so experienced a politician as Agesilaus, Indignation pervaded 
the Athenian people ; and it was no longer possible for those leading • 
men in Athens, who desired to maintain thd Eacedtemonian connection, 
to refute the orators of the Boeotian party, who asserted, that th f 
Lacedsemonians not less evidently approved, and had ipcoUraged,  ̂ thi? 
treacherous project against Peiraeus, than the not less abominable, but 
more successful treachery, by which Thebes had been actually subjected 
to Lacedsemon. After the manner of democracies, not understanding 
convinced, but passion excited, like the reflux of a strong surf, bore 
all vkdenlly the way contrary to that which it had lately impelled,; and 
^ majority of the same rash multitude which, a little before, had conh 
demned its generals to death for promoting the delivery of Thebel: frOBh

- , the-
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tiie Lacedsemonian yok^ now, with equally hasty and upteasonable 
zeal, ingaged in M'̂ ar with Lacedasmon to support the measure. War, 
defensive and ofFensive, became the popular care. Peirseus was secured 
with gates, ships'were built, and want of ^eal in the Boeotian cause 
was considered as want*of fidelity to the Athenian commonwealth.

Haying thus, by partiality for a goilty individual, brought a for
midable addition to the before pressing weight o f war against his 
country, Agesilaus could no longer dfny himself to the public voice; 
which loudly called for his‘ known ability and large experience to 
command the army, in preference to the untried talents of his youthful 
collegue. Thebes remained the great object o f hostility: but, with 
Athens now adverse, it was no longer easy for an army to pass fronx 
Peloponnesus into Boeotia; and command' of the road over the inter-* 
vening mountains must by some means be secured.

It is only incidentally that we get any information concerning those 
numerous inferior republics, which composed the far larger portion of 
the Greek nation: when it occurs, it is o f  course valuable. To the 
citizens of-Lacedaemon and Athens great objects o f ambition offered; 
and, i f  numbers suffered iii the contest so excited, numbers would'par- ' 
ticipate in the joyful hope, at least, o f one time finding large recom-' 
pence. Meanwhile the body of the LacedEemonian people might live 
in security and a dignified ease, after the .maimer prlescribed by the 
peculiar institutions under which they were bred: and, for the Athenian, 
aU the arts and every science combined to  produce gratifications-; for 
the wealthy every kind of gratification, at their own expetice, except 
security of pei'son, property, and character; and, for . the poorest, 
luxuries at the public expence, such as no others injoyed, with quiet 
and peace of mind, if  not always iii their power, yet less' liable to 
■ disturbance than among those whose private riches might draw popukr 
envy. But, for the bulk o f the Greek nation, the citizens o f those 
numerous liftle republics, to whom .the higher rewards of ambition 
were totally denied, our information hitherto has .not represented, 
their lot , as generally enviable ; and what we-proceed to learn will 
be gratifying, only as .it may teach us to bless Providence Tor 
■ our own.

A waiy-
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A war, unconnected with the greater concerns of the Lacedasmonian 
confederacy, already existed within Bceotia; In that empire, which 
some o f the Grecian republics exercised over others, and “the Laceda:- 
monian, for a long time, over all, we see something of the princrple- 
o f some despotic governments o f modern . Europe; allowing the;

■ people, as. a recompence for deprivation, o  ̂ other liberty, that of 
assassinating oneanothen The little, almost unheard-of, municipality 
o r  the Cleitorians waged war with their neighbors the, Orchomenians. 
Unequal to their enemies in native military force, they had howeyer 
pecuniary resources which inabled them to supply the deficiency r 
they took into their pay a body of.those troops, the use of which had,, 
as we have seen, long been irfcreasing in Greece;, vagabonds froni 
various republics, who fnade war a trade, and were ready to iugage in 
any service for the best hire. Thus hostilities went forward, unregarded 
by any superintending authority, till a particular interest of Lacedre- 
mon required that the broil should stop; and then a mandate from 
Sparta sufficed to still the storm. Agesilaus saw, prepared by this little 
war, the means of securing for bis army the passage from Peloponnesus,
■ over tslie mountains,, into the Boeotiati plain. He demanded the service 
o f the Gleitorian mercenaries for the purpose. The. Cleitorians, desirous 
to gratify the king and people of Lacedreraon, were only anxious that, 
while,their mercenaries were employed in the Lacedasmonian service  ̂
their, lands, “which they were themselves unable to protect, might not 
be ravaged. For this Agesilaus undertook to provide; and he did it 
effectually, by sending his orders to the .Orchomenians to abstain from 
hostility, while Lacedaemon might have occasion for the Cleitorian 
troops. It seems there was an existing decree of, the congress; of the 
confederacy, forbidding war between the confederated republics, while 
an expedition *in the common cause was going forward; and, under 
the sanction of this decree, Agesilaus threatened the Orchomenians 
with the first vengeance of tlie arms of that confederacy, of which 
their, city was a member, i f  they disobeyed his order. The Orcho
menians prudently acquiesced, and the Cleitorian mercenaries occupied 
the passes. ■ . '  ̂ '

Bceotia. being thus laid .open, to the Lacedaemonian arms, it remained s, ss—4i
for
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for tliose able, men, who led the Theban councils, to devise how, hvith 
unequal forces, they might best protect the small but rich territory of 
their city. They fortified the whole frontier; and still, their numbers, 
were unequal to the defence always and everywhere. Agesilaus, able 
and indefatigable, penetrating their lines, plundered, burnt, and wasted 
to the city-walls. Th|! consummate skill o f the .Athenian - general
Chabrias, to whom the Thebans deferred on that occasion, baffled his 
endevors to force a general action.; but the common object of a 
Grecian campain was accomplished." 'Agesilaus then placed a force 
in Thespim, under- the command of Phoebidas, . to protect the allies 
o f Lacedeemon in northern Greece, during the winter, and, jreturning 
into Peloponnesus, dismissed the rest o f his.army.

The patronage of a man distinguished, like Plioebidas, by that 
treachery which had reduced Tbehes under subjection to  Lacedmmon, 
we should not considet as creditable'; but We are so little informed of 
Spartan domestic politics, that ground fails us even for conjecture, how 
far his appointment was the work,. Of Agesilaus. Phoebidas, however,, 
tho an unprincipled politician, seems to have been an active and able 
officer. The Thebans, like the Dorian Peloponnesians, descended 
from the same -.Eolian stock, valuing themselves upon their heayy- 
armed phalanx, disdained the missile weapons and desultory action of 
most of the northern Greeks; whom they considered as, in their warfare, 
little above barbarians. But the Lacedsemonians, by severe.'experience 
in their wars with Athens, had at length learnt the use o f light infantry; 
and tho the force left under Phcebidas consisted mostly o f targeteers, 
he did not content himself with defensive war, but so .harrassed, the 
enemy’s territory with predatory inroads, that the Whole force of 
Thebes was-collected to repress the troublesome and destructive in* 
trusion. The Theban arniy invaded the Thespian territory} Phcebidas, 
-avoiding general action, gave nevertheless such annoyance by desul
tory attacks, with his light troops, on the enemy’s'flanks and.rear, 
that'he made:both phalanx and eavalry retire in disorderly haste; 
and so without previous circumspection and decision, that the cavalry 
were stopped by a- d^p glen crossing the way. This however, which, 
in the^oidinary "coursd" Of ^events, ■ khoqld-have b^ n fhe iruin of
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the defeated/proved, in the chance of war, that of the victorious 
party. The Theban cavalry being forced into action again, it happened 
that, in the first charge, Phoehidas was tilled; and here, as on former 
occasions we have b?en led to observe, it appeared of what cen- 
sequence the, life ,of one man might be. The mercenaries all fled ; 
the few Lacedemonians of the army V'ere overpowered : approaching 
night.prevented great slaughter, but the consequences were those of a 

• complete victory. THe Thebans thenceforward commanded the country: 
their allies and partizans were incouraged, their adversaries dejected: 
instead of any longer suffering in their oWn''territory, they plundered 
the lands o f all around them : they were indeed unable to take a single 
town; but the lower people o f many deserted to them in numbers ; 
and the Lacedsemoniap party was so Weakened, throughout Boeotia, 
that, almost everywhere, support was wanting to check sedition and 
prevent revolt. These circumstances, being reported' at Lacedminon, 
a mpra was sent, under the orders of a polernarc, who took his head
quarters in Thespife.

The Peloponnesian army was again assembled in spring, reinforced 
by a body of horse from that distant new member of the confederacy 
Olynthus, and Agesilaus again took the command. By early pre
caution be, secured the passes* of Cithmron, and entered, without 
opposition, the Boeotian plain. The Thebans remained on the defen- 
siv̂ e within their lines; but even those lines, by movements ably 
planned and rapidly executed, Agesilaus pa$sed unopposed* Pearful 
•of a battle, the enemy attentled his motioiis, with little effect, while 
he extended ravage beyond Thebes, as far as the Tanagrtean lands.
When ajl the inimical Boeotian territory had beeii wasted, returning 
to Thespire, he found that little city torn by the common rancor of c.55. 
faction in Greece. One party, claiming to he more eminently the 
Lacedgemonian party, urged the moderate petition, that their opponents, 
tho professing themselves friends also of Lacedaemon,' yet, for their 
less ardent zeal in the cause, might be put to death. It could not be 
easy to bring men, so violent in variance, to live within the same 
tawn in cordial friendship. Agesilaus bo ŷey€r effected, at least, the 
jsemblance of a reconciliation; awd, for better security, required solemn

VoL. III. " 3 0  ' oaths-
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oaths from hoth sides fo ,̂ what the interest ;of both strongly demanded, 
but passion, more imperious, had opposed, the preservation of the peace 
o f their little commonwealth. After this good deed, he returned iiito 
Pefoponnesus, and the army was dismissed.

S  E  C  T  I  p  N  V I I I .  - N

Winter. 
Xen. Het. 
1. 5. c, 4’. 
45. 58. '

Distress ani'exertions o f  Thebes: Nava} assistance obtainedfroU  
A thens; Tiniotheus commander. Pressure upon Lacediemon, and 
successes o f  Thebes. Accommodation and breach again betpeen 
Lacedcemon and Athens : Siege o f Coreyra by the Lacedcemoni,ansl 
Successes o f  the Athenians under Iphicrates.

B. C. 377. T hat mode of offensive war,,’vvhich had comjpelled the flourishing 
and formidable commonwealth o f Olynthus to receive laWs from EaOe- 
daemon, now began severely to press upon Thebes. For two suecessiye 
years-neither harvest, nor those fruits which, in the hotter climates, 
are scarcely less imporfant than harvest', bad been gathered by the 
Thebans from their territpry; and the surrounding states, best able 
to afford supplies, ackno\yleged the Eacedmmonian empire. Boeotia, 
tho its extent, from the. Eubcean channel,to the'Corinthiau gulph, 
gave it the advantage of two seas, iieyefthelesS was low ini the scale 
of Grecian maritime power. The supremacy of Thebes was un
favorable t o , maritime exertion, its proper territory being wholly 
inland; yet Thebes, whether through just or .usurped dominion, at 
this time commanded ports . and possessed ships o f war. . In tbfc 
distress, therefore, arising frOm the pressure of the Eacedaemoiiian 
anus, it w'as resolved, before auy concession should be made, to cm 
devor to procure supplies by sea. ’ :

Two triremes were accOrdiugly appointed to  attend commissioners, 
to whom ten talent^ about two thousand pouuds sterling, were am 
^rusted, to purchase, corn at Preus in Euhefea.. The people b f Oreus 
were known to be friendly, but they were restrained a Eacedsemoniaii
garrison in their citadel. The Theban commissiphers therefore went

to

1., 6. c. 4.
5.' 3.
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to Pag^saj, on the opposite Thessalian coast; hoping thence to manage 
their Business with the requisite seerecy. The Lacedsemonian governor 
nevertheless receiving information of their measures, a]lo v̂ed them 
quietly to complete their purchase, and then, watching their departure, 
intercepted both ships, at such a distance front shore that none of the 
crews escaped. The result however was far more beneficial to the 
Thebans than if  their commissioners'had met with unchecked success.
For the prisoners,, being placed in the citadel of Oreus, were so defir 
eiently guarded, that they found opportunity'to rise and overpower 
the garrison. The townspeople, relieved thus from the terror o f the 
commanding fortress, disclaimed subjection to Lacedaemon; and, 
through the rest of autumn, and all the following winter, Thebes was 
abundantly supplied/froin.Euboea. ’ -

The disposition to yield, which want had begun to excite among 
the Thebans, being thus Obviated, it remained for the Lacedaemonians, 
avith the returning season, to repeat the invasion of Boeotia. An acch 
dental injury-td a blood-vessel, ill-treated by an unskilful surgeon, had 
brought upon Agesilaus a severe ilness, which disabled him for military 
command. Cleombrotus was therefote again placed at the head of 
the army. With the usual deficiency of our information, concerning 
the domestic politics of LaeedtemOn, it remains unOxpiained to us why . 
that inexperienced prince profited neither froki the advice, nor the 
example, of his 'able collegue, to secure the passes into Boeotia. Not 
till he arrived at the foot of the mountains, he sent- forward his tar*- 
•geteers’  îcd they were repulsed by the Athenian and Theban troops,, 
which had predeeupied the commanding heights, Without another 
effort he returned then into Peloponnesus, and dismissed his army. •

Impatienee and discontent pervaded the congress of the confede- ŝ 6o. 
racy, 'ivhich soon after in LacedmmOn. It was observed, that the 
yearly calls for forein service bore hard upon the citizens of the allied 
republics, and yet no progress was madei ' Management and exertion 
were certainly-deficient, c r  so great a force should have produced 
•greater effects. A  prOper ase o f the unemployed naVy, far superior in 
strength to the enemy’s, might have contributed fo shorten the dura
tion o f the evil. Not only troops mighthave been seeufdy transported

B. C, sre.
01.100.4. - 
Spring,
Xen, Hel. 
1,5. C. 4. 
s. 5S,
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‘ H I S T O R Y  O F, G RjE; E C E. ' Chap. XXVt
in to  Bceokia, and t l je  d isgrace o f  an unsuccessful a ttem pt to  forcedhe 

passage o f  the m ountains avoided , bu t A thens, dependent upon trans

m arine supplies fo r  so large a part o f  her subsistence^ .m i^ h fh a v e  been 

reduced by fam ine. In  consequence o f  such remonstrances, a fleet of= 

. s ix ty  triremes was equipped, and, under th e  com m and o f  Pollis, took  

stations at J tg in a , : Ceos, and Andrus. T h is  nieasure, had the proposed 

effect. The-eorn-ships, bound fo r  Athens, eonunon ly m ade Gerjestus 

in  Euboea/’* T h e re  g e t t in g  in form ation  o f  the d ispositio il o f  the 

enem y ’s fleet, th ey  dared n o t p roceed ; so that, in  Athens, Avant^bega,a 

to  be apprehended.

B u t the race o f  grea t'm en  in A thens was n o t y e t  extin ct. , Chabria^ 

esteemed Ihe m ost sc ien tific  Oflicer o f  th e  age, was p laced a t thevhead 

o f  th e  fleet. N e a r  N a x u s  he m et and defeated  Ppllis, and thus again 

the seas were open fo r  the A then ian  trade. Preparation  m eanw hile  was 

m a k in g  fo r  transpqftin g a pow erfu l arm y, from  Peloponnesus across 

the Corinth ian gu lph, to  carry w ar in to  Boeotia. B u t the consequence 

o f  th e  weak com pliance o f  Agesilaus, in  compassion fo r  a  deserving 

son and a g u ilty  friend, the compassion, arniahle in the ind iv idu a l, but 

th e  com pliance h igh ly  blameable in the pub lic  man, fe ll.n o w -seve re ly  

U pon Laced^m on . Thebes’ applied to  Athens, its a lly , fo r  naya l pro

tec tion , and a  fleet o f  s ix ty  triremes was sent, under th e  com m and o f  

T im otheu s son o f  Cqhon, t o  circum navigatee Peloponnesus, and alarm 

th e  coast. T h e  Peloponnesian  forces*, w ere  in  ̂  consequence detained 

a t home, fo r the defence p f  their respective  terriforieS,' and the T h e 

bans, on the con trary , had leisure fo r  o ffensive m easures; whence 

th e ir  able leaders p ro fited  so well, th a t th e  g rea t ob jec t o f  th e ir party, 

w h a t m igh ^ b es t inab le  them , in  a ll even ts  to  resist LaCedsemon, \yha^ 

o f  course, i t  had been great purpose o f  the Lacedasmonians. to  

p reven t, was com p le te ly  accom plished, W it h  thq coop era tion ,, e v e ry 

where, o f  the dem dcratica l party, e ve ry  'to w u  o f  Bceotia w as,h rou ghh  

w ith , the name o f  alliance, under real su b jection  to  Thebes.,

T h e  A then ian  fleet, meanwhile,’ com m and ing the sea,, w h en , i t  had 

.saved  Boeotia from  invasion , in vaded  G orcyra .; and, a fr ien d ly  party 

th e r e . assisting, the whole Hand was = b rou gh t over , to  th e  Athenian 

cause. T im otheus .however w ou ld  .a llow  none o f  the usual, severities

. . .  against

    
 



S£CT. V I I I .  T IM O T H E U S  A T H E N I A N  C O M M A N D E R .

against l l ie  overpowered party-; no selling in to  slavery, no banishm ent; 

but, b y  his liberal conduct, com posing differences, he produced a gen e 

ral attachm ent to himself, a n d 'tq  the Athen ian  name "'h

T h e  Lacedm m onians always saw w ith  particular jealousy any in ter

ference o f  A thens in  the western seas. Im m ed ia te ly  therefore th ey  

exerted  themselves to assert their Command there, and a fleet o f  f i f ty r  

f iv e  trirem es vras put under the orders o f  N ico loch u s. Mch'e distin

gu ished fo r daring courage, than fo r  talents or naval experience, N ic o 

lochus scorned, in fleets so numerous, to w eigh ' the difference o f  five  

ships. W ith o u t w a it in g  fo r  a reinforcem ent, expected  from  Am bracia, 

he hastened to  m eet T im otheus, and he was defeated: Nevertheless; 

the A m b ra c io t squadron soon a fte r  jo in in g  him, lie again proposed 

ac tion . T im otheus, how*evCr, being jo in ed  b y  a  sqdadron from  Cor- 

cyra, Avhich made Ids flee t m ore tharr seven ty  triremes, even, the lash-^ 

ness o f  N ico lo ch u s  then"^avoided to  renew lhe> trial* o f  arnlts, ,

D u r in g  this unsuccessful exertion  o f  Eacedosmott at sea, n ew  emer

gencies  arose, pressingly requ iring  new exertion  by  land. T h e  Thebans, 

a fte r redu cin g  aU Boeotia under their obed ience or influence," carried 

th e ir arms in to P h o c is ;  and m inisters!arrived from  that country,, repre^ 

senting,' tha t i t  must b e  lo s t 'to - the- Eacedsemonian alliance, unless 

speed ily  and pow erfu lly re lieved . Those who held  the sway ip  Eace- 

d jem oh  deemed it, and apparently w ith  reason, o f  great im portance 

n o t to  a llo w  the new p.ower o f  Thebes thus to-spread: I t  was there

fore  reso lved  to send a n ' army, larger than the former,^ fo r  the protec

tion  o f  the northern allies. But, while the PeloponnCsiah shores Avere 

everyw here threatened; i t  was ju d ged  prudent to  avoid requ iring  the 

usual p rop o rtion 'o f th e  confederates!; whose goi?^effiments 'and  people 

w ou ld ; naturally be anxious to  keep their utmoi^t force a t home, fo r  the 

p ro tection  o f  their ow ri lands. A t  the risk o f  Eaconia itselfj^, there-

389

Xen. HeT. 
1.5. C-. 4. 
s., 65,-65..
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S.I..

*4- The circumstance thati Timotheus WaiS-j T̂ic-; de brat. .!, 3. To the same gene-
a pupil of Isocrates, has led t o  a short huf ral purpose Diodorus, (b. 15. e. 36.) T a v rx  

pithy panegyric of him from Cicero-: ‘ Iso- r/rsleTiso-e, wetSav
‘ cratee clarissimum, >iirum Tiniotheam, Asya* fwaftea?,-
' Cononis, prEestantissimi impSratoris, ifiH-- cv po*aif va^ATvpi'f

‘ um, Summura ipsum imperatorem, homi- ‘Tty-
nemque, doctissimura (instituit.)’/ M.,T* ■ ' >
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fore, it  was determ ined to send a la rg e r  p roportion  o f  Lacedsemonians; 

w ith  ihehopO, b y  this a tten tion  to  th e  wishe's and fee lin gs  o f  the allies, 

and m ark o f  con fidence in  th e ir b rayery  and fide lity , to  cpnciRate 

attachm ent. U n fo rtu n a te ly  A ges ilau s  was Still unable to  take the 

com m and, w h ich  w’as therefore .com m itted  t o . G leom b ro tiis . ' The 

army, w ithou t opposition, crossed the C orin th ian  gu lph , and the 

-Thebans presently evacuated P h oc is|  b u t th ey o ccu p ied  the strong 

posts on the border, apparently determ ined  to dispute thfe entrance o f  

th e  Lacedaemonians in to  Bceotia.

W h ile  th ings were thus c r itica lly  s ituated, the A then ian  fleet threat- 

-en in g  the w hole c ircu it o f  the Eelopounesian coast, re lie f came t o ' 

Lacedaem on from  a tiuarter whence i t  was n o t  CKpected. P issatisfac- 

tion  w ith  their new  po litica l con n ection  h.ad spred am on g  the Athc'^ 

ihians. W h ile  th e y  were coiisum ing the ir p u b lic  treasure, burthening 

them selves .w ith  imposts, and su ffering depredation  fro m  iE g in etan  

corsairs, th e  T h e b a n l bad refused, poss ib ly  bein g  l it t le  able, to  con 

tr ibu te  to  the expence  o f  that flee t, w h ich  bhd g iv en  th e  g rea t turn  in. 

th e ir fa v o r ;  w h ich  had saved Bceotia from  invasion, perhaps Thebes 

from  ruin, and a fforded  the opportu n ity  th rough  w h ich  Thebes was 

Ibid. n ow  mistress o f  Boeotia, Those lead in g  vnen in A tlien s , who were 

desirous o f  peace, took  advan tage fro m  this turn in th e  p u b lic  mind, 

and ministei^s w ere sen t to  Lacedm m on, M o  com p lex  interests occur*, 

r in g  fo r  discussion, peace was q u ick ly  c on c lu d ed ; and orders vvere 

sent from  Athens, fo r  T im otheu s.to 'stop  the operations o f  h is v ictorious 

fleet, and return hom e. , .

U n fo rtu n a te ly  a  matter^ in  a  g rea t d egree  acciden tal,' and o f  w h ich  

th e  m odern  e y e  w ith  d ifficu lty  d iscovers the im portance, presently 

unsettled a ll that appeared so happily  accom m odated. T im otheu s, in  

h is w ay home, pu t Some Zacyn th ian  cj^ikg ashore on th e ir  ita n d ; Of 

w h ich  the Zacyn th ians in  power com pla ined  to Lacediem on, as a gross 

in ju ry . T h is  concise statement, from  the cptem porary h isto rian , w ill 

n o t be w holly  U n in te llig ib le  to  those w ijo  have tpus fa r fo llo w e d  Grecian 

s. 7,8. h istory. T h e  Athen ians however^ conscious o f  o ffence o r  not, so little  

expected  th a t i t  w ou ld  occasion a renew al o f  hostilities , th a t they had 

" a lready laid  up th e ir  fleet and dismissed -their crews, w h en  a vote  passed 

n  ' the
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the Lacisd^hionian assembly, declaring, • that the AtR̂ îiiaris had acted 
injuriously, and that reparation, should. be sought by arms. It 
seems- as if  an interchange o f character had taken place between the 
Athenian and Lacedasmonian gorerhinents. Great certainly was 
the merit o f those leaders o f the-Athenian cCuncils, who could make 
circumspection and moderation distinguish the proceedings o f a 
democracy, while, notwithstanding the general authority and general 
prudence o f Agesilaus, the measures of the elderhood of Sparta were 
subject to the influence 6 f passion. An earnestness appeared, as i f  the 
dearest interests of Lacedasttion Were threatened- Requisitions were 
sent to all the maritime allies; and from Corinth, with its colonies, 
Leucas and Ambracia, Elis, the Achaian cities, Zacynthus, and the 
independent Argolic states EpidaUrus, Troezen, Hermione, and Halisej 
a fleet was collected o f sixty triremes. In doiibt, still, of the Suf
ficiency o f the force to be obtained within Greece, ministei’S" rvere 
sent to Dionysius^ whose power or infiuence directed the politics of 
Syracuse and' the greater part o f Sicily, representing how incompati
ble it was With his interest that the Athenians should command 
Corcyra, and.requesting assistance against them.

Here the cotemporary historian discovers to us a motive for the 
conduct o f the Lacedasrnonian government, superior to the meer con
sideration o f the interest o f a friendly party in Zacynthus. The means- 
which the connection with Corpyra gave to Athens, for maintaining 
a fleet and holding a commanding influence in the western seas, always 
an object o f the highest jealousy to Lacedeeinon, made any attempt to 
extend the Athenian interest there, at the expence of the Lacedemo
nian, peculiarly offensive and alarming. But, if, in the silence of 

, Xenophon, the probable report of Diddorus may be taken  ̂ there was 
a farther allurement and incentive. The oligarcHal party in Corcyra, 
at a crisis with the dernocratical, then in power, applied to Lacedasmon 
for assistance; and the recent tranisaetion o f Tiraotheus in Zacyn
thus, might seem in some degree to justify thediiterference o f Lace
daemon in the affairs o f CorCyra. Measures however were taken- 
With a baste, and in a. style of vipfeace, forbidding friendly diSr 
dussion. Immediately against Athens, indeed, War was 'Hot declared,

nor
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n o r  any h os tility  d irected  ; but M nasippus, appoin ted  to  command the 

fleet, was instructed, genera lly , ‘  t o  take care o f  the Lacedsemonian 

‘  in terest in the western seai’ and particu larly , ‘  to  reduce Gorcyra.’ 

W e  have seen thSct unfortunate H and , tpw ard the b eg in n in g  o f  dre 

Peloponpesjan  warj s in gu la r ly  , a scene o f. b loodshed and desolation, 

from  the rage o f  its ow n  citizens against oneanother. Taugh t by 

th e ir sufferings, th e  survivors had settled in to  o rd erly  goverum eat ; 

and their experience sepms to  have been  transniitted, b y  report, as an 

advantageous inheritance to  their ch ildren  ; for C o rc y ra  was a t this 

t im e  rem arkable fo r  its h igh  cu ltiva tion , and the splendor o f  its 

cou n try  houses; the security o f  an insu lar ̂ common wealth a llow in g  

and in cou raging im provem ents there, which, on the continent, and in 

m ost even o f  the larger Hands, d iv id e d  in to several states, the constant 

danger o f  hostile neighbors forbad. W h ile  the Corcyrseans were ye t 

unaware o f  the purpose o f  Lacedreraon, all the fu ry  o f  G rec ia n  war was 

le t  loose 'upon  their d evo ted  la n d ; fo r  Mnasippus was n o t o f  a temper 

to  g o  bej’ond the ord inary practice o f  b is a g e  in  m ercy  to  an enem y. 

T h e  cattle in the fields, the numerous slaves em ployed  iji husbandry, 

and, beside the com m on plunder o f  the crops, la rg e  store ,o f  w ine i l l  

capacious cellars, here^ppendages o f  th e  farms, tho on  the continent 

on ly  found in  towns, became th e p re y  o f  the invaders. T h e  troops, in 

consequence, m os tly  mercenaries, elsewhere accustonuSd t o  coarse fare, 

learnt here, says th e  historian, to  h e  fastid iou s; insom uch th a t , 'fo r  

' tlip ir com m on d rink , th ey  dem anded o ld  and flavored  w ines. P lunder 

and waste h a v in g  been extended  o ve r  the iland, M nasippus form ed the 

b lockade o f  the c ity ,  by  land and sea. '

T h e  A then ian  governm ent, in  th e  same sp irit o f  m oderation  in 

w h ich  it  had stopped the course o f  successful hostilities fo r  th e  sake 

o f  an equitable peace, appears now  to  have remained c^Im  under provo

cation, and s low  to  resent the ill- ju d ged  aggression o f  Laced^m on . 

- N o .th ing  had been d on e  in consequence o f  the affronting- decree  o f  the 

Lacedaim onian governm en t, and th e  hostile  measures follOAving, when 

deputies arrived fro m  the besieged Corcyrgeans, im p lo rin g  the Athenian 

people, w ith  every  added  argv|nent th a t cou ld  he d raw n  from  their 

o w n  interest, to  re lieve  -their iiyUred, distressed, and h ig h ly  valuable

allies.
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allies. ‘ What a loss,’ they said, ■ would Corcyra be to the Athenians, 
what an acquisition to Their enemies 1 No republic of the confede- 

 ̂ racy could furnish d%ial paval force,-or equal pecuniary contribii- 
‘ tion  ̂ How important then the situation d f Corcyra, for awing the 
‘ western Greeks, for corUmandin^ the Corinthian gulpin' for attacking 
 ̂ the Laconian shores, and, above all, for interrupting the communt- 

‘ catimi of Peloponnesns with Sicily and Italy, where the Grecian 
* towns had been mostly unltgd, by Djonysius, under the leading 
‘ -government o f Syracuse,, the ally of Lacedsemon !’ These were the Xen. Hel.- 
considerations which bad oscited the jealousy o f  the Labedsemonians, s.7!
.and given spring to their measures against Corcyra; and, thus Season
ably put forward, they uOav excited the solicitude of the Athenians for 
its preservation. A  body of six hundred targeteers-was immediately 
sent, which, eluding the vigilance, of the besiegers,'entered the city 
■ of Corcyra by night, to reinforce its garrison; and a fleet o f sixty 
triremes was to follow,, under the orders of Timotlieus, to raise the 
siege.

Eut the fleet remained to be manned ; and'Tiraotheus, knowing the 
enerny’s fleet to be of equal or superior force, and already practised in 
service, was solicitouyfor crews of the fcest seamen. With a squadron 
therefore he went among the Hands to collect tkem. But The usual 
irnpatience of the Athenian people was now excited; the dilatory 
caution of Timotheiis was condemned'; and, before be could complete 
his levies, Iphicrates was appointed to supersede, him in the command.
, In compliance with the manifest inclination o f an absolute soverem, 

no measures could be too strong, iphicrates profited from circum* 
stances so adapted to the promotion of bis immediate object. He-acted 
as the favorite vicegerent of a despot. He pressed men; he was strict 
in compelling those, the wealthiest o f the Athenians, On whom popular 
sovereinty irpjrosed the burdensome duty o f fitting out triremes, to be 
diligent in dreir part of the business; be o b̂tained a decree for adding 
to his force any ships o f the republic cruizing near the Attic coast

5. 8.
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and particularly the sacred ships Paralus and Salaminia. Thus he 
increased his fleet to seventy triremes, with which he hastened his 
departure ; and, in the passage itself arouftd Peloponnesus, a passage 
requiring time, with' the rOwiiig and coasting havigatioh o f the 
antionts, he found or made opportunity to give the requisite practice 
to his crews, and instruct them in whatever rvas most necessary for 
action. . ' \  *

The haste of the Athenian people had not been wholly unreasonable; 
for the Corey leans were severely pressed by famine; insomuch that, 
when Mnasippus had declared, by procla'ination, thathe wOuid sell, 
for slaves any who in future, on pretence of-desertion, should come 
from the town, still they deserted. Mnasippus caused them to he 
scourged and sent back again ; and many, o  ̂servile condition, whom 
the Corcyrseans would not readmit,- perished of hunger.

Whatever public benefits may arise from private vices, it may hfe 
doubted if  any vice was ever ultimately beneficial to the individual; 
unless sometimes, among things that happen against all calculation^ 
prodigality; but no vicO is equally apt tO'defeat jtŝ  own purpose as 
avarice. When the extreme distress o f the besieged became clearly 
proved to Mnasippus, he considered the public business, intrusted to 
him, as done, and the season come for putting the finishing Stroke 10 
a scheme of private gain. His army was composed, in large pi-opof- 
tion, of mercenaries; for the cities of the confederacy^ averse to a 
transmarine service, had mostly paid the cojf»i>ensatioii for avoiding it̂  
Two months pay was how due, when he dismissed some o f hi’s merce
naries unpaid, and still procrastinated settlement, with t h e  others

’ A S i o m i a i i JutJ fi 5r«v Tt;, t e t v ^  itr ty ’AlliitJij' 
i7T>,u.—— C ele rite r adm ohim  naves complebat, 

ac rtrirem ivm  prcefectos v e l inv itos  co ge b a t: 

prasterea svmebat seevm nav'es omneS quxam que  

oram  A t tk m  iegebant. 1 have endevored to 
render this passage, as pearly as > ip modern 
language may be. The Latin trai#lator has, 
I think, missed the tiieanihg throughout, 
and particularly of the phrase 

vun. ’Abnyaiuv, K. r< t.,

K«tl Tou? fisii u tflS t iT t -

Voiixei, ToK iScri k h i Sva7i rl*
Quipfie nonnUilis ■eoryfu adim ehat,sii- 

pendid , 'nsnnullis, quos secum re tineba t, dmnt 

pmensium, sHpendium debebat. the Latip
translator has given tjie right Sense appears 
not du&iouS, tho the Greek.phrases seem, 
either military of the day, or fjierhaps Cor* 
rupted in transcription. . .

Discontent
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Discontent pervaded the army the guards were negligent ajid. disor
derly ; the soldiers off duty wandered about the country.

The change was obsei'v'ed' by the Corcyi^ans, ‘They sallied, killed Xen. Hel. 

some of the besiegers, and-made some-prisoners. Mnasippus, alarmed s. 
at this new boldness, called all to arms, but was ill obeyed. Illiberal 
severity, then exercised toward his officers, produced zealous obedi^tice 
neither among them nor among the soldiers. With his troops, however, 
at length collected, he drove the CorcyrreanS-back to their walls: but 
there they made a stetod; while,, from the tombs, which Greek as Well 
as. Roman custom -placed by the road-side without their towns, the 
light-armed discharged missile weapons with advantage. Meantime, 
under direction of the able Athenian general Stesicles, more troops, 
rushing from the town by another gate, advanced toward the besiegers’ 
flank. These attempting an evolution, to form a face of suflfioient 
extent for receiving the new attack, were thrown into confusion by 
the supervening enemy; and being unable to; recover their order, fled.
N o I'elief could come froiri the right, Ing-aged toward its own front. 
Progressively therefore from the left,' the line joined in the flight ? and 
Mnasippus, among whose vices rvas no want of Spartan Courage, left 
at last with a very few,, was overpowered and killed  ̂ The conquerors 
then pursued; and, but for the apprehension of a military force among 
the servants, sutlers, and others, whose numbers appeared formidable, 
the camp might have been taken* Report then arriying of an Athenian 
armament approaching und,er IphiCrates, the remainder of the besiegers Xen. Hel. 
imbarked and withdrew to Teucas; so precipitately, that not only 4̂̂ ' 
large stores of corn and wine w'cre left to supply the pressing wants 
o f the Corcyrajans/ together with numerous slaves, to repair the loSs. 
by desertion and’famine, but even the sick o f the army were abandoned 
to their mercy.

Ipbi crates was yet on the Laconian coast, when report of the fate of s. 19- 
Mnasippus' niet him*h According to the common manner of the 
coasting navigation o f the time, when the progress of a fleet of ships of

In that age Messenia wag coJniHpnly inhluded under the nauie of I*acjonia, or the 
Laconic territory. « , • .

3 E a war
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war Fesemblecl an arm y ’s ifiarch,. Jie halted  and landed, even on Ihe 

Lacon ian  shore; fon  meals. T ra d in g  vessels, lo ftier and deeper, and 

navigated,: I n  pEoportion to  th e ir  hurtben, b y  fa r  few er hands, could 

fa r  better keep the open sea. E x p e c t in g  action  im inediatG y on reaching 

h is destination, Ip h ic ra tes  would n o t , be in cumbered w ith  the main

sails"'* o f  his trirem es, b n t l « f t  them  in  the arsenal at Peineus. For 

•practice to  his crews,; he, chose to  m ake his w a y  m ostly, w ith  oars, the 

ready use o f  w h ich  Wasisorimportant in  th e  antient m anner o f  action. 

W ith  a fa ir breeze, however, he a llow ed  his crews tp, rest; ,,in adverse 

w inds, not too\dolen t, h e  made them row  b y  reliefs.. ,H pw  litt le  indeed 

th e  antient triremes were adapted fo r  sa ilin g ,'m ay  be gathered from  the . 

. circum stance that,; th o  large enough  to. carry from  tw o to  three hun- 

' dred  men, the mast was not fixed, but ra ised on ly  vv'hen tlie  sail .Was. to  be 

"used, iphicrates set his masts, w h ile  h iac fcw s  were ashore, fo r  advan tage 

to  th e ,lop k -p u t o f, .his scouts.- In  serene weatlier, instead o f , ly in g  

. incam ped ashore, w h ich  Was the com m on practice, he proceeded by 

n igh t. C oasting .and h a ltin g ; thus, he made , as .quick a passage .as,

. w ith  the nav iga tion  o f  the time, was com m on. -H is  last halt, on  the 

Peloponnesian shore, was in  the m outh o f  the ,Alpheius, where hepas.sed- 

a n ig h t .. - Thence he crossed. to CephaH enia; and, g e tt in g  there satis

fa c to ry  in form ation  o f ’-transactions in  C orcyra , he-rem itted  somewhat 

o f  that fa tigu in g  preparation fo r  actiop, 'in , w h ich  he .had. ,h itherto 

required the exertion  o f  his crews., , '

H is  own attention  to  his country ’s service,'how ever, wfis n o t rem ittedi 

T h e  original ob jec t o f  the exped ition  no lo n ge r  pressing, he em ployed 

his leisure so well, tha t he brought Cephallenia, d iv ided  as we haye 

seen, once, and probably still, between fou r republics, under; obed ience 

to  Athens. Then  he proceeded to  Corcyra , and there h e  rece ived  in te l

lig en ce  o f  the approach o f  ten triremes sent b y  D ionysius o f  Syracuse,.

 ̂to'join the Lacedemonian fleet. Anxious to, intercept,these,, he went

' i f t a , - w h i c h  might
be the mainsails, in cqntr9,distinction to the 
foresails ; or largersails, in contradistipction. 
to smaller, Used 5n the same 8iast<; a§ no# 
is usual with the latteqn-sail vessels of the.

Mediterranean, and; our, lugger’s;.and o u p  

cutters have- their great, middle, and stpfti 
jibs, ’ The information remainiag to us con
cerning the antieiit ships of war, is> ih almost 

, every goiht, very defective,
hiinseif
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h im $elf to  exam ine the heights/ where a lool^-out m igh t be, most ad van--

tgigeously kept; and selecting twehty triremes, he gave strlet orders
fa r  th e  crews to  be ready at a moment’s warn ing. H is H o t  requ iring

them', On such an occasion, to rernain aboard,-indicates, perhaps beyond'
an yth in g  th a t has eV en 'ye t ocenri'ed, the defic ien t accom m odation  o f

the an tieh t ships o f  war. Th is  deficiency seems to have pat nine ships

o f  the Syracui^an squadron in to  his hands, E ager fo r  relief, a fter the,

lo n g  ran, a's, with th e .an tien t navigation , it  waS reckoned, from  S icily,

the Syracusans landed oh the. first shore th ey approached; O ne ship-

only,-commanded by a Rbodiari, wlio, apprehensive o f attack, had'
hastened his people aboard, escaped. T h e  other, n ine were taken ; the

vessels on  the beach, the crew s ashore.- - ■

The numerous prisoners; made On thi^ oeeasion, were ransomed;- 
sureties for payment being found among the Corcyrseans themselves; 
who, pfolitical enemies, as they nOw were, did-not forget their-deriva^- 
tion from one comrnon origin, and their long’ Connection, in religious 

rites, in commercial'intercourse, and in hereditary friendship with the 

Syracusans. This ray o f liberality pleasingly inlivens the globrh Which'
G rec ia n  morals’ generally cast over G recian  h istory. B iit the g leam  

does n o t com e unm ixed ; and the clou<J to  H arken  the cheerfUl'prospectr 

arises from  a quarter whence i t  shoulcl be least expected. E ve ry  other 

p risoner was redeemed at-a stipuiated price ; bu t for the com mander o f  

the squadron; Anippus, so im m oderate a surh was demanded,.in failure 

o f  w h ich  .he was threatened w ith , sale in to  slavery that,, in despair; 

d isappo in ting the avarice w h ic h  oppressed him, he k illed  him self.'

Xenophon, however, -from whona we have the account; thought very 
highly of Iphicrates, at least as an officer. Anion-g the many occa- 
‘ ■ ŝions,’ he-says; I on Avhich Iphict-ates commanded;' I admire not least 
*■  his conduct in the expedition to Cprcyra'; and, among Other thmgSK c- 27.

*** Toi/Iof IpvSetlTet ( T ’l f ix fa f r i i ) a fully imitated, instead ef explalBing, all,that
,os -lUum  is dubiOus in the original. I-afn inclined tojisyoi

enim  ctistodiebat; nt vel ab-eo ingenfem  m iM  

summam exigeret, vel homkiem venderet. The 
Latin translator, according to. the too com
mon metho.d of, trairslatoys, has very car-e-* -

Suppose* some small error in the copy, yet 
the context, I think, pretty snfiiciehlly war- 
ranfs-the version 1 have given.,' --S . , ~ ^    
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* fo r  t|Hs, that, on  his f r s t  appointment^ fee clesifed, fo r  qnllegnes, two 

. ‘  men o f  superior ta-lents^ n o t his p o lit ica l friends^” ; Callistratus,. the 

m ost populai: speaker, ^ n d  Chaferia^ 'the m ost renowned general o f  

‘ the age, T f  he bad treasonable hope-oF ,.^ ith fu l assistance from  such 

‘  men, there can be no dou b t but he d id  w ise ly . I f ,  on the contrary, ‘ 

‘ fee expected ' from  them tfee rnalignity. p f  p arty  opponents, it surely 

marked a magnanim ous con fidence in  h im s e lf th a t fee could be 

‘ detected in  w an t neither o f  courage, nor o f  a b il ity * ',  mor o f  

 ̂ d iligen ce.’ . ' . .

■ H n der the A th en ian  governm ent i t  wasj indeed, 'd ifficu lt to  say what' 

condu ct would best g iv e  security to  mfen-in h igh  office, e x cep t tha t 

fla ttery  to  the people and the b rib ery  o f  pub lic  entertainments were 

always indispensable. T h e  expence .o f  t| ie ' fleet under Iphicrates was 

h e a v y , T h e  fo rce  was greater than had been first vo ted  fo r  the'service. 

W h a tever m igh t ob v ia te  demands upom the treasury wou ld  be in  his 

favor. I f  there is an excuse, or. a palliation, fo r  h is conduct to 

ward the un fortunate Syracusan, w e  m ust find i t  here. T h e  illib e- 

ra lity  o f  the soverein  people o f  , A thens, the shame o f  w h ich  was lost 

am ong the m u ltitude o f  partakers, w ou ld  sorhetimes impose severe 

duties upon their officers; I f  then such men as C liabrias and Callistratus 

cou ld  not advise h ow  to  carry on  th e  public service, w ith o u t severity 

to  an in d iv id u a l prispher, their iiia b ility  w ou ld  certa in ly  te ll toward 

the justification  o f  Iphicrates. O n  the other hand, i f  th e y  cou ld  n o t 

but say that he fea.d, taken  every  measure to  supplydlhe armament, w ith 

ou t ca llin g  upon th e  treasury, such testim ony w ou ld  ^ o  fa r to ju s t ify  

the demand, w hen i t  became unavoidable,. For the, subsistence o f  his 

rowers, in .the in term ission ,o f naval operation, a  resource Was used, fo r  

, wh ich  Ke and h is  advisers w ill have cred it ; tho i t  is n o t th e  first occa

sion on w h ich  w e find m ention  o f  i t  in  G recian  h is to ry : th ey  wem 

em ployed in  husbandry fo r  th e . Corcyrseans;  who w e re  g la d  o f  hired

’Ot! ImTi^tfop otlet, is XwPpbon’s K«T«!fV“5̂ jn̂ v.,seeDas,to mark the.Weak-
pkrase, speaking of CallistraituS, which thP oess of the mind including Want of courage 
translator has rendered, I think in'completft with want of ability, 
mistake, hominem gerin di^  refbus non admodam ,
idoneum.-

labor,
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labor, to  assist ib e lr  dinlinfehed ’stacks, o f  slaves," in* restoring their 

wasted farm s and vineyards.

M ea h w b ile  Iphicrates used hiB small force o f  heavy-armed, w ith  h k  

large'r bod y  o f  targeteers, to  put forward the great object o f  his fcxpe- 

flit ion , the extension o f  the Athenian Command. T h e  peacefulness o f  

past tim es, in Acarnania, Bad ̂ iv eh  way to  the p o lit ica l divisions, so pre-, 

va len t through the rest o f  G reece. P y  assisting the friendly party, in  those 

tow ns w h e re lt  was pressed b y  its opponents, and using actual hostilities, 

aga inst one only, Iph icrates confirmed or restored the Athenian interest 

in  that p rov in ce . Assem hling then his fleet aga in , and adding to  it  the Xen. H e !  

maval strength  o f  Corcyra, he'sailed  w ith n in ety  triremes; a fo rce  -that 

no flee t in the pow er o f  the Lacedsemonian con federacy to  raise, cou ld  

resist. H is  purpose Was to  d irect operations against Pelopontmsus 

its e lf ;  n o t w ithout ‘hope that som e cities thei-C, 'only.upon seeing the 

means he possessed to  p ro tect them in  revolt, w ou ld  desert IhC LacC^ 

dasmonian cause; while' others,' mOre steddy to  their ingagementS, 

m igh t be forced  to  submission.

S E G T I O N IX. •

Tyranny bf The,hes in success : X)issdtisfaciim .o f Athens genera} 
Peace ne’gotiated by A then sR ejh isa l o f Thebes to accede to the 
Terms o f the Treaty: ^

'T h e  ord inary ternper o f  m ankind, i t  has been o f  o ld  observed, is  m orb 

form ed  to  bear adversity w ith  d ign ity  than prosperity w ith m oderation ; 

and it  seems not less true, th o  seldomer said, tha t power and g lo ry , but 

especially the suddett change from  hum iliation and misery to  powter an4 

g lo ry , too  much fo r  m ost individuals to  = support iv ith  propriety, still 

m ore  certain ly in tox icates a Community. L a ter  writers have celebrated 

the magnanimous disinterestedness o f  Pelopidas, and the philosophical 

se lfden ia l and clear in teg r ity  o flE pam einondas. U nfortunately, the Piut.vin 

able cotem porary historian, in tim ately .connected w ith them adversaries, 

and o f  edui'sc not their friend , has been careless o f  inform ing j i s  what .

part
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part they took in tll  ̂ Theban councils, -Nevertheless the independent 
■ spirit and daring courage of the Theban people, even in his account, we 
-admire; but liberality, moderation, justice^ wherever we search, are as 
-little to be found, in tbeif proceedings, as in those of either the Taced®- 
nionian aristocracy', Or the Athenian democracy, when their tyranny 
■ has-been-most complained of .by cotemppraries,' and reprobated by poŝ  
terity. The supremacy, asserted by the. Theban people over all.Bcsotia, 
everywhere abhorred by the aristocrati,cal party, carried oppression 
sometinies. to exCefs Â 'Cn against the democratical, wliich it had 
risen. The whole people o f the little states of Plataea and Thespi® .were 
expelled. Numerous as the distressing circumstances- unavoidably 
attending banishnn^t must he, yet, through the division of Greece 
into parties,̂  if  snWstence did not fail, personal security could generally 
be found somewhere. But the uidiappy Platgeans and Thespians whither 

-could they go? oppiessed by that party to which they had always been 
among the firmest adherents, Lacedasmon, the enemy o f their oppres
sors, was their hereditary enemy. With Athens indeed they had friendly 
connection; old and inherited conneclion; but Athens was nowallied 
with Thebes, whence their persecution came. Their best hopenever- 
itheless was in Athens, and thither, as suppliants, they directed, their 
steps

Jt is in  the nature of democracy to be both tyrannical and ambitious.; 
daut, like single despots, democracies will not alway-s approve’ the 
tyranny, and still less the ambition, o f other demaeraoies. The over
bearing haughtiness o f Thebes, in her new prosperity, had already dis- 
.gusted the Athenians, The invasion of Pbocis, the antient ally of 
Athens, they much resented.; The excessive violence used toward the, 
Thespians and Plat^a,ns, the Platsearis among'their oldest and most 
constant confederates, at one rime almost incorporated among the 
Athenian people,^gave still more offence. Both Platmans and Thespians, 
therefore, found _at Athens .a ready and kind attention.. With tbek 
situation, that of ail Greece was taken into serious consideration by

r _ ' - - ■ ' . ■ ■ -I

Diodorus, in tins-part, of the history, so-confused, and so continually marks defi- 
ha:s- mentioned several 'cirenmstancea not cient judgement, that litfie satisfactory Can 
noticed by Xenophon; but bis narrative is be gathered from him.. • -

the
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the Athenian government. The comliict of the'Lacedemonians had 
been provoking;- the prospect o f. success against them, while-the 
Athenian fleeTT, triiiinpRant  ̂ commanded the seas, was alluring: but the 
very successes of that fleet’ had tended to raise Thebes to the power'
-which “now was becoming an object of jealousy at Athens, the more, 
as Thebes was a nearer iieig'hbor than Lacedremon,

-It is often extremely difficult to ascertain the real springs of political 
measures in a free government, because of the variety of jarring interests 
influencing the individuals who compose the political body, and of the 
dependency of public measures upon the ..accidental preponderance of 
this or that private interest. . There is much appearance of a wise modcr 
ration in the Athenian government on this occasion; and indeed it 
seems unquestionable that, the affairjs of -Athens were at this time 
generally directed by able rnen. Among them Ifffiicrates certainly was 
eminent; but Iphicrates did not carry the princely influence of a 
-Pericles. A t the head of a triumphant armament, he found his situation 
uneasy and perilous. When opposition from enernies was nearly over-* 
borne, that from fellowcitizens became only more alarming. The 
conduct o f Iphicrates was wise; but his moderation, his ready conces^ 
sion to the wishes of those who deshed to hheck the progress «of his 
glory, is accounted for by circumstances reported by the cotemporary 
historian, A  supply of money was becoming indispensable for the x e n .  r i e l  

maintenance of his fleet; the application for which, at Athens, when 
the treasury could not furnish, it, was always highly hazardous. I f  it 
was granted, which could not be depended upott, oppression of the 
rich, and discontent, more or less, o f  all ranks, -was liable to follow.
This gave opportunity for a strong opposition from interested men, 
who coveted the leading situations in tlie commonwealth.- It was 
at the same time knowrt that Lacedaemon was negotiating with Persia, & S. 
by its able and formerly successful minister Antalcidas, A  vifeW 
to sorhe, at least, among'these circumstances, probably had induced 
Iphicrates to desire the orator CalHstratus for his collegue in command, 
Calljstratus thus became jointly responsible with him for the success of 
measures. Were the armament in want, it was incumbent upon 
Callistratus^ not less than ujion Iphicrates? to proyide for its-supply.,

Y ol. III. V. s P ' I f

1.6. C.3. 
S. 3.
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I f  new emergencies arose, it was inQumbent upQu Callistvatus to devise 
means of warding tire danger kisuingv The liberality of Iphicrates. 
then seems to ,have led Callistratus, before his* opponent, to become- 
his partizan. Want o f money pressing, Calliatratus olfercd' himself 
for negotiator with the Athenian people; pledging himself, if  his 
collegue would be satisfied with the alternative,, either to proeare a 
vote for the money wanted, or to put forward negotiation for a peace,, 
which would, obviate the want. Iphicrates- approved  ̂ and Callistratus 
went to Athens, - . :

The commander-in-chief of ,the armament being thus- inchiced to- 
. concede to  ̂the wish Tor peace, which at home began tO: prevail, 

extensively, it was decreed, in an assembly of the 5people, according 
to the historian’s phrase, ‘ that peace should he made.’ On firat view, 
such a decree must* always appear the produce o f wildness, in the 
people, or o f  faction- misleading their voice. The inferior party in 
-a war certainly cannot chuse when peace shall be made. But Athens, 
was -at this time fortunately in a situation to hold- the balance of 
Greece; and it was therefore wisely resolved there to open negotiations, 
for the purpose of -fpr.oducing a peace beneficial.to the nation.. In the 
conduct o f the business, a just attention to. the rights, of allies was 
observed. IVlinisters were first dispatched, to Thebes, to invite a con
currence in negotiation, and then an embassy was.sent to Sparta, 

Whatever hope was entertained o f success, from the pending nego
tiation,-with Persia, the LacedEemonians. were, in the moment, too 
;severely pressed, not to be desirous o f peace upon any moderate 
terms. A t the requisition of Athens, theiefore, ministers from all 
the belligerent republics-were assembled in Laceds^mon., The con- 

s. s. gress being met, the Athenian ministers first addressed i t : ‘ T io lasting.
‘ satisfaction,’ they said; ‘ no confidence could -obtain among the 
‘ Greeks, i f  the forraet terms of-nllianee - rvith Lacedmmon continued. 
‘ to be required, and if  the former measures of-its government were- 
' still pursued. The pretended object wns universal independency,", 
‘ yet it-was stipulated, that the citizens .of the allied slates should 

. ‘ march whithersoever, the Lacedaemonians should lead; and thus 
.‘ often thdy were compelled to make ■ war. -upon their best friends.

4 ‘ N o r
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N ot was this, however racSnsistent with independency, the worst 
‘ circumstance of their lot; for the Lacedaemonians, arbitrarily inter^
‘ fering in the internal government of tlie republics, committed the
* snprenae power "to what hands they thought proper; and, giving 
‘ it here to a, council of ten, there to a council of thirty, it was 
‘ always evidently their care, le$s; that these should’ govern Justly,

than that they should hold, their respective states, in the most 
‘  complete subserviency to LacediJem on‘ sO that,’ said the orator,
‘ you seem to delight in tyrannies rather, than, in free governments.’,

Tlie existing circumstances gave weight to this remonsti’ance, and 
the Lacedasmonians agreed, that .universal independency Tor Grecian Xen. HeJ. 
cities should be the basis of the treaty to be negotiated. It followed -g'_ 7' 
of course that all those Lacedaemonian superintendants or governors, 
placed in so. many cities with the title o f harmost, were to be with*- 
drawn. It was then, covenanted, that armies should he disbanded 
and fleets laid up; and that, if'any, Grecian state acted contrary to 
these stipulations, it should be . lawful for all to assist those on whom 
any injury fell from the breach of them; b.ut that the universal inde
pendency, which formed the fundamental article o f the treaty, should 
not be infringed, by any compulsion to join in hostilities.

The ready accession of' the Lacedemonians, to terms by which, 
they gave up that supremacy, which they .had so long, not only 
affected, but injoyed, and which had so. extensively been allowed 
as their prescriptive right, seems to have surprized the Theban ministers; 
and, with the general satisfaction, which it was so well adapted to pro
duce, in some degree forced tbem into a concurrence,, which they had ' 
not intended, and which their instructions did not warrant. For the 
ruling party in Thebes, aware that,. not their power only, but perhaps 
their existence, depended on it, were resolved not to forego that com
mand, which they had acquired over the other cities , of Becotia.
Borne away, nevertheless, by the torrent of united opinions and wishes, 
the Theban ministers joined in the sacrifice, and in th§ solemn oath, 
which bound all to the treaty. . • . -
• That breach, however, of their instruptions, which, in the moment, 

perhaps, they were scarcely able to avoid, on the very next day they
3 r 2  endevored
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endevored to remedy; aod a privilege,* which the Lacedsemonians, 
amid their apparent moderatioh and real conceS8ions,^had reserved to 
themselves, aiForded the pretence.  ̂ The Athenians arid their allies, by 
their respective minister's, had severally sworn to the observance of 
the treaty 1 but the Lacedemonian representatives alone took the oath, 
eitpressly for themselves and therr allies; No ministers from the allies- 
of Thebes appear, to have beempreserit, and the , Theban ministers- had 
takerr the oath in the name o f  the Thebans only. They now demanded 
that, for the Theban name, The Boeotian might be substituted. Age-- 
silaus opposed this : he would allow no such alteration,'he said; but 
i f  the Thebans desired to be intirely ex.cluded fr om, the treaty, their - 
name might be erased.. - ' . • -

In -this dispute were involved Consequences'not to he estirnated by 
human foresight. .Xenophoti’s penetrating and anxioirs eye hbwevej 
discerned them, • tho indistinctly, as-.yet uhdbr many fbldsi Unfor
tunately for so interesting .a period of the history, his connection with 
Agesilausy and'the dependency, in which circunistances had- placed - 
him,- upon the Lacedasmonian g'overnment, made him unavoklably a; 
party-man: not so far that we find any reason to suppose he has i-elated 
any rrntruth, but so as often, to give cause for wishing that he had:, 
more: related'the'whole truth; fpr the accounts o f later :vyriters, pane-, 
gyrists of the illustrious Thebans who opposed Agesilausy,.are -utterly 
unsatisfactory. Xenophon has not named the Theban ambassadors afc 
the-congress. Diodorus, Cprnelins TsIepOS, and.. Plutarch, concur in.-, 
reporting tbat>, Eparaeinondas was . at, the head, of them, andy by his; 
eloquence,- in invective against'the Lacedaemonians, shook the-attach-: 
ment of their allies. But it is commonly by, private conimunieation,,, 
rather-than. by public harangue, except.;where negotiation must be.- 
managed with"a popular assembly, that Such points are carried. , WCr 
may indeed gather, from Xenophon, that the able conductors of the. 
Theban affairsi had; probable ground for depending on a dispositioin,. 
in some o f thq republics, so far at. least favorable'to Thebes,, as a. 
jealousy, still entertained  ̂o f  Lacedtemo.11 might make, them so. But i.tt- 
the moment nothing, of the kind .«eems to have.'appeared openly. The 
congress declared its approbation, o f  the: opinion of Ageailaus.; and, .

n-
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wHen the Theban faiiiisters, whether hampered by their’ instructionsj 
or decided by Uieir own party-vie\t3> persevered in renunciation of the 
treaty, unless the alteration of nanieS were admitted, the Athenians, 
as N^enophon assures us,. considered Thebes as undone; and the Theban 
ministers, aware of the magnitude of danger to their country from its 
opposition, to united Greece  ̂ departed in much dejection

40o

S E C T I O N  X.

Ikdepcndmcy o f the Boeotian towns,- asserted by ike LdccdwmQnians,. 
resisted, by the Thebans: Battle o f Leuctrai

lisr Athens) at tliis time,: the generar wish was for peaces and, n6  lead
ing influence of an ambitious.demagogue.opposing,, the conditions, o f 
the treaty concluded were readily and even scrupulously executed. 
Athenian garrisons were everyw'here withdrawn: orders were dispatched 
for the immediate return of Iphicrates,, With that fleet which nothing 
in the Grecian seas could oppose; and whatever had been taken, after’ 
the ceremony of swearing, to the treaty, was punctually restored. The 
Laeedremonians .were not less, exact in.recalling-all those superintending ; 
olhcers, Avhd, Avith tbe title of harmosh had governed Grecian cities: 
and they witbdrerv all tbeir troops from, the territories o f  those called 
their allies,, except the army, under Cleombrotus in Phocis, which' they 
left wdthout orders., CleombrotuSj fearful ofmettsure,: for: acting, o-r. 
not acting, sent honie.-for Anstructionsf T he Lacedsemonian assembly s. 2.. 

. was convened ;. and,. in .result,-, orders .w'ere sent, for; the king to - pro*

B..C. 371. 
Ot 102. i.

X.eri. Hel,. 
1. 6. 4. -
s. 1.

H PlutarcjB, .when,he has; a. mind to tell 
the. truth, generally gives his. authority; 
when he paints'from fajs own-fancy, which' 
seems to have been very freqi}ent-wi.th him, , 
he is honest enough not to pretend that he 
has any name to vouclvfor the fidelity of tfis 
pieture. I do not recollect-that he has ever 
ipuoted authority for any of bis numerous 
and direct contradictions of Xenophon; nor 
that he ever, on such an occasion, has men- ■

tinned the- name of Xenophon,-whom,,om 
the contrary, on many occasions,- he has 
commended highly; He has painted this 
embassy- in' colors apparently quite his own. 
His style of historical painting has that faci
lity for the painter, that it imppses no ne
cessity for the picture to-harmoni?e with the- 
ĝ ner̂  course ofThistory •; and of this, he* 
has. abundantly availed hinjaelf.

secute.
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secule hostilities, against Xhebesj unless the. independency of the 
Boeotian towns were immediately admitted. • ..

Those who guided the Theban - conncils had taken their resolution, 
and they persevered in i t :  Pelopidas,. and, still more EpameinondiJ% 
wdiaat: this time principally directed those councils, were unquestionably 
superior m en an d  pCrhap,s it.should be imputed to unfortunate.necessity, 
to the circumstances of Thebes, and to the vices in' the politmal .system 
of Greece, if  they did notTairly earn the praise of pm*e political virtue 
and inlarged patriotism,, whic^ their panegyrists, antient and modern, 
have' been fond o f attributing to them. They were ingaged , with a 
party., On the support of that party depended the means fortheraselves 

' and their friends to exist in Thebes.’ The - subjection of the Boeotian 
towns was necessary, as we have observed, to the power, and perhaps 

• to the existence o f that party; at least to its existence in Bceotia; and 
possibly the extermination of the unfortunate I*Iata3ans and- Thespians 
(a fact uncontradicted, and little palliated, by their panegyrists) may 
have beennecessary to the security o f that sovereinty o f Thebes over 
Boeotia, on which the welfare and safety, nob of themselves only; but 
'of all their party, so much depended. Evidently, however,, not that 
•Greece should’ be free, but that Thebes should be. powerful, aud that 
they should lead in Thebes, and give law to Greece,, were the objects 
to-which all their measures directly tended.

Pressed, nevertlielesSj as they certainly were, by unfortunate, necessi
ties, these able men did not ingage their countryun the unequal contest, 
in which the peace ihad© by Lacedaemon with the rest o f Greece left 
it implicated, without reasonable ground of hope that, by diligent 
exertion of their talents, tWy might so profit from existing circum-. 
stances, as to make the balance equal, or even bring the preponderancy 
in their favor! Tho, Thebes alone excepted, all the republics o f  .tfie 
nation were now in league with Lacedaemon, yet neither the iatoi 
enemies, nor even the antient allies of that state, they knew, were’ 
cordially attached to it. In every city there was a party more or less 
friendly to the Theban cause; if  for no other reason, than because it 
/was adverse to the Lacedsemonia'Mi 'phis spirit of party pervaded, to 
a considerable extent, even 'the army now upon the point of invading .

Boeotia.
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Boeotia.- The jdng, moreover, who commanded that army, they knew 
'was little respected in it. That, in former campains, he had^shown no 
'Vigor, wa3  ̂ notorious; andj aniong those under him, most zealous for 
fthe prosecution of the measures which he was commissioned to promote,
'there were some who did not scruple to assert, what the example of 
former kings of Lacedjemon might render credible, that he treacherously 
favored the Thebans. ■

Decided then by these complex considerations, the Theban leaders 
held the force of Fceotia together, and occupied the defile by which 
it vms supposed" the LacedEemoniau king would propose to enter their 
country. But, by, a conduct apparently able, Cleombrdtus rendered Xen. Hel. 
•their measure vain. Instead of marching eastward, directly for the 5. 3'.*̂ "̂ ' 
Boeotian plain, he moved'southward j and,"by ah unfrequented hloun- 
tain- î’oad, coming unexpectedly upon Ci^easis, a Boeotian port on the 
Corinthian gulph, he took the town, with, twelve triremes lying in the- 
harbout. Tlie passage hence across the mountains being open, he 
proceeded unopposed into the Thespian territory, and incamped near 
Leuctra. ‘ '

Disappointed thus ih the hope of balancing fheir inferiority of force 
B y advantage of ground for defence, the Thebans had tO apprehend all 
the pressure of War upon their country, which had been experienced 
.in"" the invasions under Agesilaus. For the fidelity o f the Boeotian 
towns, they knew, was precarious; to.prevent the ravage of their fields,
.any o f them would surrender without siege ; and the first blockade to s. 6.
-be forroed would be that o f Thebes itself. With .the pressure of want 
then  ̂ which mustaooner or later follow, a tuna in tjie disposition even 
of the Theban people would be to pLS apprehended^ the opponents of 
the ruling party might -regain an overhearing influence'; and -most of 
the present leaders, as the cotemporary historian says, having tried the 
evils of hanisliment, thought i t  better to die fighting, than again 
•become fugitives., - -

Urged -by such motives, Bpa'meinondas-andPelopidas resolved upom 
the bold measure, which, for ages, had been held among the Greeks as 
a forlorn hope, to ingage the Lacedtemooians in the field, with' inferioY 
-lorces. But, having fakeu-their resolution,- they were ingenious and

indefatigable^
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hulefatigable in devising and practising whatever niiglit promote its 
success. That .powerful engine, Superstition, was not neglected. A* 
•saying, AvTether already popular, or invented for the occasion, was 
circulated in rumor as antient 'and oracular, ‘ that a Lacedemonian 
‘ army should' be defeated at the virgins’ tomh ;’ amionument near the 
Theban camp, where, according to old report, somevirgins, violated 
by Lacedremonians, had. destroyed Themselves. To incyease the effect 
Tor the popular mind, the monument was. oTnamented'with ceremonious 
solemnity. Intelligence'was then carried to the army, that all the 
temple doors in Thehes had opened spontaneously, and 'that the priest- 
messes had declared the omen to portend victory to the Thebans. This 
was followed by information,. that the arms in the temple of Hercules 
had'disappeared ; whence it was affirmed to be mevident, that the god 
-would assist the Thebans in the approaching battle.

While the Theban leaders were thus employing all means to ani- 
•mate their people, the deficient acti\'ity, or .deficient courage, o f  the 
Lacedemonian king, wanted incitement from those under his com
mand.' His friends, and those, not all-perhaps properly his friends, 
who were leading-men among his party in the army, uneasy at the 
reports circulating against him, anxiously urged him to refute the 
calumny by a vigorous conduct, and they advised him immediately to 
seek and fight the enemy. In no pi^per season or circumstances, then, _ 
the Council o f war was held, which finally determined on the. battle 
,and its order; it was after the midday meal, when the free circulation 
of wine had excited.that animation, which seems to have been other- 
wise deficient. The ground between the' two armies was^ plain, and 
ther êfore it  was resolved to place the cavalry in front off the phalanx. 
Never of reputation, like the infantry, it was at this time particularly 
ill-conditioned. The purchase and. maintenance of the horses,' imposed 
as a tax upon the wealthy, had. been a duty ill-executed; for the 
method even invited negligence. N ot till the moment of exigency, 
when the men, whose turn it was for service, were already assembled, 
the horses were called for. The men least able in body, and least 
desirous of distinguishing themselves, were generally selected, or 
iprocured themselves to be named, for the c a v a lr y a n d  such horses,

with
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with such arms, accoutrements, and furniture, as were in the moment 
produced by, those required to provide them, they were td take, and 
immediately proceed on service.

To theae defective troops hvery circumstance invited the Theban 
generals imniediately to oppose their cavalry; always esteemed superior 
to most in Greece, and, at this time, not only carefully appointed and 
highly trained, but of considerable practice in service. Accordingly 
they, like the Lacedasmonians, placed their cavalry in front of their 
phalanx. With the cavalry therefore the action began. The Lacedm- 
monian horse were quickly routed, and in their flight disturbed the order 
o f their own infantry. The The bar-phalanx, formed in column fifty 
deep, then, according to the preconcerted plan, charged the Lacedse- 
mOnian line, formed only twelve de'ep, in that part where the king had 
his station. The assault was repelled, but Cleombrotus received a 
mortal wound.; He was carried alive out o f the action, but died soon 
after.

The able generals o f the Thebans quickly restored order and anima
tion tO their troops ; the impulse of the column was renewed, and one 
o f the bloodiest actions ever known in Greece followed. Generally 
those killed in battle, while contest lasted  ̂ were few : defensive armour 
prevented rapid slaughter, till, an impression being made, and flight 
insuing, the shield and the breastplate lost their efficacy. But here 
equality of skill, force, and perseverance, made the contest doubtful 
while numbers fell. , On the LacedEemonian side, Deinon, one o f the s. i4. 
polemarcs commanding next under the king, Sphodrias, whose corrup- 
tiorif liad brought the enmity o f Athens upon his country, and his 
worthier son Cleonytnus, the friend of Archidamus son Cf Agesilaus,. 
were killed. Then the whole right wing, unable any longer to with
stand the pressure of the Theban column, retired; and shortly, as the 
Theban generals bad foreseen, the left, less pressed, retired neverthe- s. 12. 
less also, to avoid attack in flank. Without total loss .of order, but not 
wffiolly Avithout the carnage incident to flight, both reached their camp, 
and formed behind its intrenchment. . ■ ■

This, and the advantage o f the situation, a rising ground, stopped 
the pursuing victors; and then, the Lacedaemonians, resting. On their

VoL. III. .3 G arms.
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arms, and looking ott oneanothef with Sstonishment,' would, many of 
them, scarcely believe the transaction- in which they had beeh par
takers ; for, within the reach of tradition, and, as it was believed, 
since the days of Lycurgus, a Lacedaemonian army had never before 
been defeated by inferior numbers hinsomuch that throughout Greece 
it was generally reckoned next to impossible. Some therefore insisted 
that still the enertiy should not be permitted to raise their, trophy; 
that no truce should be solicited for the burial of the dead; that the 
bodies should be recovered arms in hand. But the surviving poleniarcs, 
having learnt that, o f seven hundred Spartans, scarcely three hundred 
remained alive; that, o f those Lacedaemonians who had not the honor 
o f the. Spartan name, near a thousand had been killed ”  ; that the allies, 
who bad suffered less, were nevertheless totally averse to fresh actioi:  ̂
and some of them so disaffected, as even to rejoice in th^ disaster, 
justly thought the most" careful circumspection requisite, and rashness 
in enterprize to be utterly avoided. They called therefore a council o f 
war; and upon a deliberate review of circumstances, the necessity of 
soliciting a truce, for the burial of the slain, was admitted by all,. The 
herald therefore was sept, and the truce was obtained.

Then the Thebans erected their trophy; a trophy esteemed, under 
all its circumstances, the most glorious, and likely to be, in its con- 
sequenees, among the most important, ever won in a battle o f  Greeks 
with Greeks. The Lacediemonian commanders seem to have had no 
view to anything better than to defend themselves, in their present

It is not, I will own, to; me very clear, 
from the text of Xenophon, Vhether the 

.four hundred Spartans kUled were or were 
not intended to be included in the expression 
Ttfr aoft<iri,rTm and I have not
been 'fortunate enough to find any. assist- , 
anee from translators or commentators. The 
phrase altogether would lead one to sup
pose they were intended to be included, 
were not that construction rendered impro
bable, by the most authentic accounts of the 
proportion of Spartans to the Other Lade- ' 
daemOnians, on all other occasions, in, the ' 
Lacedaemonian atmies. In. die Agesilaus

(c. 3. s. 24.) Xenophon seems to assert 
that the nmpber of Spartans killed at Lenc- 
tra was equal to that of the survivors, not in 
the army only, but all the survivors.

Acedrdingto Diodo-rus the-Bceotians were 
only six thousand, and he says they were 
joined hy fifteen hundred foot and five hun
dred horse Trom Thessaly. It seems not 
veiy consistent with the fer more- authori
tative account of Xenophon, that any such 
Thessalian force should have been at Leuc- 
tra; but the Bteotian may probably have; 
been greater than Diodorus has stated.

*
Station̂ ,
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station, till succour might arrive from hoine. But the Theban gene
rals, circumspect as enterprizing, would not venture assault upon their 
numbers and discipline, in a situation giving such advantage against 
the weapons of antiquity.. They looked around to the opportunities, 
opened by an event so out of the expectation of all Greece, as that of 
the late battle. They hoped for extensive success in negotiation, 
through the credit so. commonly following unlooked-for success in 
arms. They trusted that they might prevent, the approach of relief 
from Feloponnesus 5- and, by meeiiy intercepting supplies, they thought 
tojeompel the Lacedaemonian.army to/uttcOnditional surrender.

4 i i
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Affairs o f G ,e ,e e c e , from the, I]ileva;tioii o f T h e b e s , by the 
Battle of BEUCTRAj to the Bhilure o f the AtterhptTo extend 
the T h e b a n  S u p r e m a c y  over G r e e c e ,  through Support 
h 'o n i P e r s i a .

S E C T I O N I . - ;

Reception o f  news o f the Rattle o f Reuctra, nt Lacedcemon, at Athens. 
Jason of Pheris in Thessaly; Rolyddmas o f jRhavsalus: Jason elected 
Tagus o f Thessaly: Rower and great meWs o f Jason: Mediation of 
Jason between the Lacedaemonians and ThebansM agnificent pre
paration o f  Jason fo r  the Rythidn festiva l: T>eath and succ£Ssors 

■ o f  Jason: Fall o f the Thessalian power.

IN T E LL IG E N  CE of the fatal blow at Eeuctra, carried to Lacedaemon, 
Aen nei bome with much real,magnanimity, and with all that affecta-

l..6i C.4. tion of unconcern, which the institutions of Lycurgus commanded. It 
B G 3 7 1 . happened to be the last day of the festival called the leaked Games; and 
0 1. 102. |. the chorus of men was. on the stage, before the assembled people, when 

the officer charged with the dispatches arrived. The ephors were present  ̂
as their official duty required, - and to them the dispatches were deli
vered. Without interrupting the entertainment, .they Communicated 
the names o f the' slain to their relations, with an added admonition, 
that the women should avoid that clamorous lamentation, which was 
usual, and bear the calamity in silence. On the .morrow all the rela
tions of the slain appeared as usual in’ public, with a deportment of 
festivity and triumph, while the few kinsmen of the survivors, who 
showed themselves abroad, carefully marked, in their appearance, humi-. 
liation and dejection. .

11 .It
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It  was a large proportion of the best strength o f the commonwealth 
that, after so great a loss in the battle, remained ,in a danger not in the 
moment to' be calculated. Every exertion therefore was to be made to 
save it. - O f six moras, into which, for military purposes, the Lacedse- 
mbnian people were divided, the men, of four, within thirty years after 
boyhood (such was the term, meaning perhaps the age of about four
teen*), had marched under Cleombrotus ; those however being' excepted 
who bore at the time any public office. The ephors now ordered the 
remaining two moras to march, together with those of the absent moras, 
to the fortieth'year from boyhood, and no longer'allowing exception 
for those in office. The command, Agesilaus being not yet sufficiently 
recovered to take it, was committed to his son Archidamus. Requisi
tions were at the same time hastened off for the assistance of the allies; 
and the Lacedsemonian interest, or the interest adverse to the preten
tions and apprehended purposes of Thebes, so prevailed in Tegea, Man- 
sineia, Phlius, Corinth, Sicyon, and throughout the Achaiaii towns, 
that the contingent- of troops, from all those places, -was forwarded 
with alacrity. ' -

Meanwhile the leading Thebans, meaning to pay a compliment 
that might promote their interest in Athens, had hastened. thither 
information of their splendid success. But the impression made by 
this communication was not favorable to their views: on the contrary, 
it showed that the jealousy, formerly enteVtained so generally among 
the Athenians toward La'cedsemon, was already transferred to Thebes. 
Thus the incessant quarrels among the Grecian republics, source indeed 
of lasting glory to some, brought however, with their decision, neither 
lasting power nor lasting quiet to any; but, proving ever fertile in new 
discordj had a constant tendency Jo ^veaken the body of the nation. 
The Grecian statesmen, quick,, penetrating, and every way able, but 
circumscribed in m.eans, and led by .circumstances to take a deep inte
rest in petty politics, and give their minds eagerly to narrow views, 
appear not to have had leisure to look abroad, so as to advert to the 
ready possibility of some potentate arising, capable of crushing aH their
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divided republics together. The cotemporary historian indeed,- inthe- 
quiet of his banishment, speculating, not with view confined by little 
and local interests, nor with the crude ideas o f a closet-politician, but _ 
with the extended keu of one who, in the poet’s phrase, ‘ had seen the ’ 
‘ cities, and observed the manners and the policy o f many men,’ was 
aware, not only that this might be, but that the formidable phenomenon 
already existed.

Relief to Lacedmmon, in its pressing danger, came, not from its 
own exertion, not from the interest which all the Grecian republics' 
had in preventing Thebes from acquiring that overbearing dominion, 
with which Lacedasmon had oppressed them, buf from a power newly 
risen, or- revived, in a corner of the country, whence, for centuries, Greece 

. had not been accustomed to apprehend anything formidable. Jaso k , 
of Pher® in Thess^aly, was one of those extraordinary men, in whom 
superior powers^of mind and body sdmetimes meet. He was formed to be 
a hero, had he lived with Achilles; and, as a politician, he could have con-̂ . 
tended with ThemistOcles or Pericles. He had the advantage of being 
born to eminence in his own city, one of the principal of Thessaly; and 
he appears to ha\'e acquired there a powerful popularity. Little informed 
however of the early part of his life, we find him mentioned as' general 
of the Phergeans about six years before the battle of Leyctra, and Com
manding a force sent to assist Neagenes, chief of H istisa in Euboea.
In the contests o f faction, in Thessaly, it was become common to employ 
mercenary troops. Jason excelled in diligence in training such troops, • 
in courage and skill in commanding them, and in the arts by Arhich 
he attached them to his interest.

O f tlie state of Thessaly, at this time, altogether, we may form some 
j  udgement from what the Cotemporary bistorianhas related of Pharsalus, 
one of its most Considerable cities. The leaders of the factions, by which 
Pharsalus was torn, at length, Aveary o f ruinous contest, came to an extra
ordinary agreement. Fortunately they had a feiloAvcitizen, Polydamas, 
eminent throughout Thessaly for high birth, large possessions, and that 
splendM hospitality for which the Thessalians were distinguished, but 
more singularly eminent for integrity. To this man the Pharsalians com- 
n 'tied the command of their citadel, and the exclusive management of

their
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their public revenue, giving him altogether a princely authority. In so 
extraordinary and invidious an offide, Polyclamas had the talents and the 
goodfortune to succeed in everything, except in opposing the ambition of 
the too politic and powerful Jason. Tyrant, according to one party, chief 
of the patriots, as the other would call him, in his oWn city, Pherae, JasOn 
had proceeded to bring most of the Thessalian cities, some by policy,-some 
by arms, under that kind of subjection, which so commonly in Greece was 
intitled confederacy. The strength of Pharsalus, directed by the abi
lities o f Polydaraas, was exerted to protect them. - Bat Pharsalus itself 
was threatened, when Jason sent a proposal for a conference with the 
chief which was accepted. In this conference the Phertean avowed his 
‘ intention to reduce Pharsalus, and-the towns dependent upon Phar- 

sal us, to dependency upon himself; but declared' that it was-bis wish 
‘  to effect this rather by negotiation than by violence, and with benefit 
‘ to Polydamas, rather than to his injury. It was in the power o f • 
‘ Polydamas,’ he said,. ‘ to persuade thePharsalians; but, that it was not 
‘ in his power to defend them, the result of all his recent efforts suffici-
* cntly showed. For himself, he was resolved to hold the first situation 
‘ in Greece; the second Tie offe.red to Polydamas.. What,their advan-

• ‘ tages would be, if  a political union took place, Polydamas as well 
‘ as himself could estimate. The cavalry of all Thessaly, which
* would be united under them, was not less than six thousand strong :
* the heavy-armed infantry exceeded ten thousand; the numerous inha- 
‘ bitants of the surrounding mountains, subjects of the ThesSahan 
‘ cities, were excellent targeteers. In addition td this force then, he 
‘ had six thousand mercenaries in his pay; a body such for choice 
‘ o f  men, and perfection o f discipline, no commonwealth of Greece

possessed. Some estimate might be formed of his means, from his. 
,* success in bringing under his dominion or patronage the Thessaliaff 
‘ cities, of which Pharsalus had been the patronizing power: his mili- 
‘ tary force had been made conspicuous in the reduction of the MaraCs,
* the Dolopians, and the powerful Aleetas, chief of Epirus, who all 
‘ owned subjection to him. The Bosotians, with all the states o f their 
‘ confederacy, were his allies, and ready to admit him for tlieir leader

in the war against LacedsemoHy from whose overbearing power they
, ‘ apprehendfict

41.5
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‘ apprehended oppression; and the Athenians, it was well known,
‘  were desirous o f  his alliance. But connection with Athens did not 

suit his views; for the Athenians aftected to he the first maritinie 
‘ power of Greece, and he meant to make Thessaly the first maritime 
‘ power of Greece; which he thought even easier than to acquire 
‘ imperial preeminence on land, w-hich was nevertheiess'his purpose.
‘ The three necessaries to naval power ŵ ere timber, hands, and 
‘ revenue. With the former, Athens was supplied from Macedonia, 
‘'which lay much more conveniently for the supply of Thessaly. With 
‘ ‘the second their Penestian subjects'were'a resource, to which Athens 
‘ had nothing equal.’ (The Penestians were a conqueredpecqjle, reduced 
to a kind of vassalage under the Thessalians, .for whom they perfoimed 
menial and lahorious offices, but were not, held in a slavery so severe 
and degrading as the Helots of Laconia, for we find thepl admitted to 
that military service, the cavalry, which was generally reckoned, 
among" the Greeks, to assort only u'-ith rank above the lo west citizens.)

For revenue then, not only their country was incomparably richer^
‘ but, instead of deriving a fore in revenue from a few little scattered 
‘ ilands, whenever Thessaly was united under one chief, all the sur- 
‘ rounding tribes of their continent had paid them tributes 

It bad been a pfactice of the Thessalian fepublics, always acknowleg- 
ing somexommori bonds of union, .to appoint, for extraordinary occa
sions, a common military Gommandef, a ,captain-general o f the Thessalian 
nation, with the title o f Tagus ‘  Tb this high rank and .great com
mand Jason aspired, and the approbation of the Pharsalian govern
ment, if appears, was necessary. But he was far from So confining 
his views  ̂ Even, the cpmmand of all Greece did not sUfifice for his 
ambition, ‘ That ail Greece might-be reduced under their dominion;’' 
he observed to Polydamas, ‘ appeared probable from what he had 
‘ already stated: but he conceived the conquest of the Persian empire

* The Thessalian title Tagusseetns to hav,e . Tayas'. H ere toga , \itetsX\y Arm yleader, was 
been the same wot̂  with tlie ’teutonic T o g a , the Anglosaxon word for a Genera l, and, in 
a L e a d e r; and .perhaps the Latin D u x  has the coarser language of modern Germany, 
been only another variety of it; whence the our title of D u k e  is expressed by the word 
verb dneo, as," in the Greek, Tayswa bgta  Sertqg . - '

. - to
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‘ to be a stilLeasier achievement; the pi’actical proof, afforded by the
* return of the Cyreian Greeks, and by the great progress made, with
* a very small force, by Agesilavts, leaving this' no longer a matter of
* meer speculation.’ ; ,

Polydainas, in reply, admitted the justfless of Jason’s reasoning;
but alledged his own connection with Lacedsemon, which he would 
at no rate betray, as an objection that appeared to him insuperable.
Jason, commending his fidelity to his ingagements, freely consented 
that he should go to Lacedtemon, and state his circumstances; and, 
i f  he could not obtain succour which might give him reasonable hope 
o f  successful resistance, then he would stand clearly excused,, both to 
his allies and to his feIlowcitizens> in accepting the proposal made to' 
him. The communication of this extraordinary transaction, by Poly* 
damas, to the Lacedaemonian government, afforded the cotemporary ^
historian the means of becoming acquamted with it. The Xacedeemo-, Xen. Hel. 
nians, pressed at thattime by aland war, against which they could scarcely \ '
protect their allies, while the hostile fleet of Athens commanded the seas, 
after three'days debate on the difficult proposition, liberally aeknow* 
ledged their inability to give certain protection to Polydamas and the 
Pharsalians against Jason, and therefore left it to them to consult their 
-own interest.

Pbl3'dama.«, .returning then into Thessaly, requested and obtained . 
from Jason, that he should hold, under his own peculiar command, the 
citadel o f Pharsalus, Avhich had been, in a manner so honorable to 
him, intrusted to his charge. For security of his fidelity to his new 
ingagements, he surrendered his children, as hostages. The Phar- . .
salians, persuaded to acquiesce, were admitted td‘ terms o f peace 
and friendship by Jason, who was then elected, wifhoqt .opposition, 
tagus of Thessaly. ‘ ■

The first object of Jason, in his high office, was toriijquire concerning 
the force which the whole country, now acknowleging him fts con* 
stitutional military commander, could furnishand it was found to s.y 
amount to more than eight thousand horse, full twenty thousand heavy
armed foot, and targeteers enough, in the cotemporar)'’ historian’s 
phrase, for war with., all the world. His next care fras tlie reveri|ie,
' Vql. sH -  V'
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wliich Tnlght inable Mai to give,eflergy to tMs force. Jason %vas ambi
tious, but not avaricious, and he deŝ lred to .have willing Subjects. He

Xen. Hel. 
1 . 6 .  C . 4 .  

s. 20.

Xen. Hel;
1.6. c. 1.

&piod.l.i5. required therefore from the dependent.states, around Thessaly, only 
* that tribute which had been formerly assessed, under the ta^us Scbpas.

A t the time o f the battle o f  Leuctra, JasOn was already this formi-.
 ̂ dable potentate, arid he was then in alliajiee with Tlrebes. When there

fore the Thebans .sent to the Atheniaii people nn accoim t'of that 
splendid action, they did not fail to conrthunicate the inteHigence also 
to the tagus of Thessaly; and they added a request for his cooperation,, 
toward the complete overthrow o f thpr tyranny, so long exercised by 
the Lacedremonians, OvCr the ^Greek iratidn. The cireumstances wete 
^together such as Jason was not likely to look upon with indifference. 
Having ordered a to be equippedj be put himself at the head of 
his mercenaries, whb were his standing atiny, and, taking the; cavalry 
in the moment abont him, he began, his t̂piai'ch. A  w'ar them existed 
between the Thessalians and Phocians, ,of that extreme enmity, some
times regularly declared among the Greeks, in which all cdmhiuntcation, 
even by heralds, was .interdicted; and of course no quarter was regu
larly allowed, nor could any step toward an accommodation easily be 
taken. Nevertheless, .with his escort so hastily assembled, he ventured 
to traverse their country; arid entering some o f the towns before even 
intelligence of "his approach had reached them, and getting far forward 
before anywhere numbers cbuld be collected- capable of opposing him, 
he reached'Bceotia without loss; showing, as the cotemporary historian i 
observe^ how much dispatch may often do more than force

Jason, the ally o f Thebes, was connected, not indeed by political . 
alliance, but by puMie nnd hereditary hospitality, with Tacedsemon. 
Pleased with  ̂the humiliation o f his hosli  ̂ he was not desirous that his 
allies should become too. powerfdK O h teaching the Theban camp, 
therefore, demurring to the proposal :of the Theban generals, for an 
immediate attack upon the Lacedhmonians, he became the counsellor 
o f  peace ; and, acting as mediator, he quickly succeeded so far as to * 
procure a truce. The Laeed^moniaBs hastened to use the opportunity 
for reaching a place o f safety. They decamped in the evening; and 
trusting more, says . Xenophon^, to Cbncealment and speed, than to 

' ' ' ' ■ - . ■ ' Tkbaa

5. 24.
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Theban faith, for ‘their secure march, across the plain, they reached 
Cithserbn before d.awn i and, still not free from alarm, in pressing their 
rugged way across the mountains, they did not halt till they came to 
Aigostheni in the Megaric territory. There they were joined by Archi- 
damus, with the troops sent froin LacedSmon for their relief. By their 
safe arrival, however,* in 3  friendly territory, the great object of the 
expedition being accomplished,. Archidamus returned to Corinth, disr 
missed the allies, and led the Lacedaemonians horned

Jason, after having thus acted as arbiter of dreece, hastened his 
return to Thessaly. In his way through the hostile province of Phocis, 
with leisure to exercise his vengeance, for which he had not befote 
wanted strength, he confined it to the little tovn of Hyampolis, whoise 
suburbs and territory he wasted, killing many of the people. The 
Lacedmmonian colony of peracleja was then to be passed. He had 
served Lacedsemon at Leuctra,. because he thought it for: his interest, 
and he would, without scruple or fear, injure Lacedsmon, in its colony- 
o f HerS,cleia, because the prosperity of that colony would obstruct his 
views. Heracleia was most critiGally situated, for commanding the 
only easily practicable communication between the countries north
ward iand southward. He therefore demolished the. fortifications; 
evidently not fearing, says Xenophon, that, by laying the passage 
open, he should indanger his Own country, but providing that none, 
by holding the command of the pass, should prevent him from marching 
into the southern provinces, whenever he might desire i t . ;

Decidedly now the greatest potentate o f Greece; powerful, not by s. 28, 
his own strength alone, but by his numerous: alliances, while on all 
Tsides his, alliance was courted* Jason proposed to display his magnifit 
cence at the approaching Pythian games. He had Commanded, all 
republics, owning the authority.of the tagus of Thessaly, to feed oxen‘s 
sheep, goats, and swine, for the sacrifices; and he proposed the reward

419

s,29>

*. friiis simple nap-ative of Xenophou, cer̂  with the retreadng army, and of their sOpa- 
tainly-not flattering to his friends, would ration afterward for shame, is among the 
earn credit, without the authority of his Stories to‘ be found in his work, beneath Se. 
name. The account, given by Diodorus, of nous criticisHl, ,*
the junction of the force under Arcbidamus
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o f a golden crown for tlic state which shonld produce the finest ox, to 
lead the herd for the god. By a very easy impost on them severally, 
he collected'more than a thousand oxen, and ten thou.sand smaller 
cattle. He appointed a day, a little, before the festival, for assembling 
the military force o f Thessaly; and the^xpectation in  Greece was, 
that h& wonld assume to himself the presidency. Apprehension arpse 
that he might ,seize the treasure o f Delphi; insomuch that the Del
phian s consulted their oracle, for directions frpin the -god for their 
conduct: on the occasion, The answer, according to. report, was 
similar to 'what had been given to their forefathers,; when Xerxes 
invaded Greece, ‘ that the care o f  the treasure would be the god’s 
‘ own concern^ /

Before the period for the splendid disjday arrived, this, extraordinary 
man, after a review of-the Pheraean cavalry, sitting t© gfye andience to 
an}̂  who might have occasion to speak to him, Was, assassinated by seven 
youths, who approached with the pretence of stating amatter in dispnte 
among them. The attending guards, or friends of the tagus, killed 
one .of them On the spot, and another as he was mounting his horse; 
hut- the rest so profited from the confusion of the .moment, and the 
opportunities which circttrostances throughout Greece commonly af
forded, that they effected their 4scape. What was the provocation to 
this murder, or the advantage proposed'ftom it, we are not informed. 
N o symptom appears o f any political view i no attetnpt a t  a  reyolution 
is noticed by the historian ; but what he mentions to have followed  ̂
marks, at the same thhe, the popularity o f Jason among the Thessalians, 
and the deficient ideas, eqnally o f  ̂ morality and true policy, generally 
prevailing through Greece, The brothers o f the deceased, Folydorus 
and Polyphron, were appointed jointly to succeed to the dignity of 
tagus: the assassins Could find no refuge in Thessaly; but in various 
cities, of other parts o f Greece they were received with hpaor: proof, 
lays the cotemporary historian, how veheniehtly it was apprehended 
that Jason would succeed in his purpose, o f making himself sove- 
lein of the country. Such Was the unfortunate state o f Greece: in 
the weakness o f its little republics, men were compelled to approve 
means the most nefarious  ̂ where other'prospect failed, by which, their 
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Se c t . II., EEStJLTS QF THE BATTLE OF LEUCTRA. -
fears were, relieved,* and present safety procured. Thus assassination 
became so generallj  ̂ creditable,, or at least so little uncreditable, that, 
hoj5e o f safety, through speed in flight, was always afforded to the 
perpetrators.

■ 421'

S E C T I O N  I L  '

Partiality, among the Peloponnesiansj fo r  the Lacedeemonian supre  ̂
macy. Congress, at Athens: Cessation o f jealousy o f Persia: 
Opposition o f Elis to the proposal fo r  the universal independency of 
Grecian cities. Irritating conduct o f the detnocratical party in 
Mantineia toward Lacedxmon., ]$vils -resulting from the separate 
independency o f cities. Liberal project o f  the Tegeans fo r  a union 
o f the Arcadian cities illiberally executed: Violent interference 
o f  the Manti7ieians: Arbitrary assumption of authority by the 
Lacedaemonians: Union o f Arcadia accomplished, and Megalopolis 

founded. '

T he event of the battle of Leuctraraade a great irapressioh throughout 
Greece. In many republics joy prevailed, at the glorious success of 
a rising, lately an oppressed, people, against those who had long been 
looked upon, by one. party,  ̂at least, through the nation, as common - 
oppressors ; and many individualsi and some states, before cautious o f 
avowing fiiendliness to the Theban cause, were now ready to join in  
war against Lacedaemon. But mthers, of more Circumspection andi 
better foresight, were aware that, uiffler the political circumstances of * 
Greece,- in raising a new state to. preeininence, they were only raising 

.new oppressors. In Peloponneaus, a more generabjealousy arose,. of the 
acquisition of imperial sway by a state beyond‘the peninsula; and 
wherever the aristocratical interest prevailed, an,apprehension of demo* ; 
cratical tyranny struck with honor. Under Lacedaemonian, supremacy, 
the Peloponnesian states, collectively, had held a superiority among; 
those o f the Grecian name ; which must be lost, if  Thebes became ther 
leading po\ver o f Giee.ce, Communication therefore being hgld among’

> the
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the Pelopontiesian cities, it was resolved, that the supremacy of Lace- 
daemon should be supported; and that the troops of all the confede
rated republics should be bounds as formerly, to attend the call of the 
Lacedfemonian government, and march wherever the Lacedemonians
should lead. . ' ,

___ - •
In the contest of Thebesf with Laced®mon, the leaders of the 

Athenian councils, generally able and moderate, men, seem always, to 
have had in. view to hold the balance between them, and to aVoid a 
decided connection with either. When, after the battle of Xeuctra, 
the Thebans urged the utter overthrow of LacedEcmoh, with the pre
tence that the common welfare Of Greece required it, the Athenians, 
justly jealous of the growing power of Thebes, refused to concur; but 
when advantage was taken of the pause of hostility, vXich the mediation 
of Jason procured, to renew, aniong the Peloponnesian states, that 
union of military force under Lacedremonian authority, which would 
restore'to Lacedsemon its former means of oppression, a jealousy, no 

' Jess just, arose, of the revival of Lacedasmonian empire. The Athenian 
government then resolved upoif a measure becoming the dignity of 
their city, and, as those judging with the ordinary measure of human 
foresight might not unreasonably suppose, most likely to promote the 
quiet and. welfare of Greece; inviting'a congress of deputies, from, 
all the states, which had been parties to the peace of Antalcidas, to 
assemble in Athens.' -
. We can however scarcelyj without some wonder, observe the easy 

'manner in which the able historian of these times repeatedly mentions 
the peace cff Antalcidas, by the description of ‘ the peace which the 
' King prescribecj,’ of ‘ the tefms which the King commanded 
Not Only he so speaks of it in his own peyson, hut the same description 
is attributed by him’ to speakers before the congress of the Grecian 
states; and it occurs even in a decree of .the ilthenian people, which 
he has reported. In vajn then shall we look for explanation of this 
phenomenon from later antient authors, p f  whatever concerns the 
politics of the republican times, , the-imters under the Roman empire,

- * Xen. Rel. 1.6. C«3. S.5. BswriXit? s.6. BttclXii; *«Ts'
arsfiij't. C. 5.*S, I. & S.2.
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Greek as well as Latin, baV̂ e perverted mtich, and elucidated vefy 
little. A  collation however t)f the extant works o f cotemporaries, 
orators, philosophers, and sometinres the comic poCt, with the historian, 
will- often furnish light, ar\d always the aurest, wherever any ttray be 
wanting, for the generally very perspicuous narrative, which Xenophon, 
writing for those familiar with the circumstances of the times, has, in 
some few parts, left obscure for late posterity.

I t  is evident that all dread of the Persian power, any farther than as 
Persiaii wealth might inahle one party, in a divided nation, to overbear . . 
another, had long ceased among the Greeks p and that, since the return xen. Hel 
o f the Cyreians, but, still more, since the expedition of Agesilaus, the
hope, o f conquering Persia had superseded the fear of conquest from that isocr. ad 

ences of their numerous little republics, Was constantly and pr^singly ^

; • . ' . - Phil or
decaying empire h* But the want of a mediator in the endless differ- p.gsd'.

fe lt ; and when the king o f Persia, wbo> from his superiority in Wealth polyb. 1.3. 
and extent of dominion, was commonly called the great king, of often 
simply the king, ceased to repel as an object of terror, none would Be 
so likely ta  attract as an object of respect. It is rerriarh'able that the 
peace o f Antalcidas,,so reprobated by declaimers of aftertimes as the 
reproach of Greece, the first great symptom of her degeneracy, ŷ as. 
received by a large majority of the republics, as a kind of charter of 
Grecian freedom, and as such is mentioned, by Xenophon; a qliaftep , 
to seenre them against oppression, not from the Persian king, but- 
from their fellowcountrymen The congress, desired by the Athenians, Xen. HeL 
m et: no officer o f the great king’s attended r no symptom o f Persian 
influence, appeared: but the Athenians proposed, and the congress 
sppi-oved, an oath to he taken by thg several deputies, in the name of 
their respective republics, which remains reported" by Xenophon, thus: .
* I will abide by the terms of the peace' which the Icing sent, and by 
‘ the decrees of the Athenians and their allies ; and „if any state, par-
* taking in this oath, shall be attacked, I  will assist it with all iny

* ’Antdijahis Ifeocrates fecommendi^ adherence to the
0aa-i\sut—  (Xen. Hel, 1. 6. c.,3. s. 6.) V/iiS :

fear of the opponents of Lacedasmon. /io/tovf, de Pace, p. 178. ,t. 2. ed Auger..
* In this view of the business we'|ind . , . ■ ;

‘ strength.’
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strength .’ T h is  congress seems, to  have been com posed o f  deputies 

from  nearly e ve ry  state o f  G re e c e ; and, am on g them, the Eleian alone, 

insisting th a t'E lis  should reta in  its sOvereinty o ve r  th e.peop le  o f  Mar- 

g'aneae, Scillus, and T riph y lia , ob jec ted  to  the A th en ian  proposal: the 

rest, even the Lacedaemonians, acceded  to  it, w ith  expression o f  much 

satisfaction. ‘ ' . -

I t  is obv iou s  that, under that suprem acy ot"' Lacedtem on , which a . 

s trong party  th rou gh  the Peloponnesian  cities was desirou*s o f  support-^ 

in g , G reece cou ld  n o t be tru ly  free. Y e t  events im m ed iate ly  fo llow in g  

th e  form al abo lition  o f  th a t suprem acy, b y  the trea ty  o f  Athens, suffi

c ien tly  account fo r  the politics o f  th a t party, as they evin ce  that, w hen  

delivered  from  th e  sovere in ty  o f  one state o ve r  the rest, G reece  was still 

incapable o f  supporting freedom . T h e  detail, as i f  i§ reported by  the 

same able W'titcr from  whom  w e  h ave  the account o f  the expedition  o f  

Cyrus, i f  it should not, lik e  the. d eta il o f  that exped ition , interest the 

im agination, w ill how ever o ffer p o lit ica l lessons o f  superior va lue ; and 

the circum stances w ill require th e  m ore attention, as th ey  were the 

im m ediate  causes o f  that p o lit ica l decrepitude, in  Avhich the G recian  

republics ceased to  have im portance am on g the affairs o f  nations, lon g  

before they fe ll  a ll an easy prey to  a  fore in  power. . .

W e  have seen that, very  soon a fte r the conclusion o f  th e  treaty called 

the peace o f  An talcidas, o r  the k in g ’s peace, th e  Lacedremonians, 

whose measure th a t trea ty  rea lly  was, b y  a  v io len ce  .very  contrary to 

its  tenor, com pelled the M antineians to  abandon th e ir  tow n , and sepa

rate them selves in 'v illa g e s . T o  those o f  h igh er rank,- iii general, this 

was not to ta lly  d isagreeable; because, w hatever inconyeniencie,s it  

m igh t bring', an d  w h atever obstruction  to  a soaring am bition , i t  secured 

them  against an odious subjection  to  the capricious despotism  o f  the 

assembled m ultitude, .and  made th a t p o lit ica l power, w h ich  th e  Lace

dem on ians a llow ed  them, safe in  th e ir  hands.* ,B u t, the treaty o f  

A thens again  declaring, fo r  e v e ry  G rec ian  state, its r ig h t  o f  separate 

independency,, and warranting th a t r igh t, the leaders o f  th e  democra- 

tica l party, am on g the M antineians, th ou gh t the m om en t favorable 

fo r  attem pting to  regain their form er superiority. W ith  this v iew  they 

proposed the reestablishm ent o f  the cap ita l o f '  their- l i t t le  state, with

the
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the restoration of their cornmonlassembly -;. atid they incouraged their 
adherents; by;observing, that the late treaty would secure,them against 
the imperious interference of Lacedisrabn, which was a party to that 
treaty. The proposal, became extensively popular; and, in general* 
assembly, it was decreed, that the families frpm the old eapitsl should 
reassemble there, and tliat the place should be immediately fortified.

This gave great uneasmess in Lacedaemon, The party adv̂ erse to 
the Lacedfemonian interest would command in Mautineia ; the friends 
of Lacedsemon would be oppressed ; and the measure would appear, in 
the eyes of all Greece, to be taken in contempt of Lacedaemon : but, 
by the treaty just concluded, any forcible interference was too directly 
forbidden, to be, without offence to all Greece, attempted; It hap
pened that Agesila'us had extensive personal interest, and family 
interest, in Mantineia-®. Under the existing difficulties, therefore, it 
appeared the best resource, tbat the king himself should; go to Manti- 
neia, and manage negotiation with its people. ' ,

For a prince who, at the head of armies, had been the avenger of his 
country against the Persian empire, had not only secured European. 
Greece, but had extended'protection to all the Greeks of Asia, and 
spred terror among the enemies of the Grecian name, evjen to the great 
king upon his distant throne, it must have been a humiliating office to 
go, as minister from the government of his . country, to solicjb the 
people o f a little neighboring state, accustomed to receive his commands. 
Probably, in the existing situation of his country and Of Greece, he 
saw the importance of the object too strongly to desire to avoid the 
mission; but the expression of theJiistorian, his friend apd panegyrist, 
implies'that he-was liable to be commanded on i t : the Lacedjemonians; 
says Xenophon, sent Agesilaus as their anibassadoi to the Mantitreiaos.

The republicans of Greece, like some in modern limes, we find were 
liable to be strangely deceived by the names of. liberty and sbvereinty. 
The leaders of that party, dalling itself demTocratical, which now ruled 
Mantineia, fearing the popularity of Agesilaus, would not allow the 
people, nominally their.’lpverein, to receive him.in general assembly.

425

Xen. Hel.
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He was there, a ffiend by inheritance,
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and hear his proposals. They compiSlled him to confine his communi
cation to themselv'es. Any very $atisfactdry result he coold little 
e x p ec tb ut ,  in the hope of Saving appearances for Eacedmmon, with
out liaving recourse to arms, he promised that, if  the Mafitineians 
woidd only stop the immediate prosecution of their fortifications, he 
would ingage for the consent o f the Eacedasmonian governrfient to alt 
they desired. Tho they must have seen urgent danger-to the comm6n- 
Ŵ ealth in the refusal, yet the Mantineian leaders, iUcouraged by sup
port from some neighboring states, and perhaps foreseeing injury to the 
cause of their party from any concessioif, ga''^j_i0r their final answer,’ 

‘‘ ‘ that the decree passed by the Mantineian people could not be re-- 
‘ scinded.’ Already, from some o f the Arcadian states, workmen were 
arrived to assist them, and the Eleikus had sent three talents in, silver,  ̂
toward defraying the expence. Completely therefore disappointed of 
the object of his humiliating mission, Agesilaus left Maiitineia : highly 
irritated, the historian his friend confesses, but nevertheless holding 
his opinion, that, to resort to arms wo'iild be to violate the treaty, so 
lately concluded, warranting independency to every'Grecian state, 
and must therefore be avoided. .

The evils o f.a  general war thus yet but hovered over Greece; tho;, 
after what had passed, they were little lively to remain longsuspended.. 
But, in a-country so constituted, the suspension o f  general war did not. 
bring general tranquillity. ' On the Contrary, the prohibition of external 
interference, by the late treaty, to which the Lacedemonian king and' 
government so scrupulously deferred, was as the word for sedition to 
begin action, within-each little Tepublic. I t  was under the sanction 
of a general peacd,^warranting universal independency, that confisca
tions, expulsions, the ruin of families, and the horrors of assassination 
and massacre, most abounded. In Argos, Megara, Corinth, Sicyon, 
Phlius, Phialeia, Tegea, threircuttMances were remarkable enough to 
demand the historian’s notice. In Tegea principally, they became 
implicated with f  he thread of Grecian history, which it will be ad van- ' 
tageous at present to pursue.

The success o f the democratical chiefs of Mantineia, in recovering ' 
preponderance to their party and the principal power to  themselves, by 

'1  - . . I  ’ a measure
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a  measure w h ich  had the cred it '‘o f  restoring v ig o r  and im portance to   ̂

th e ir l i t t le  country, exc ited  the attehtion o f  those p f  T e g e a ’ . But 

T eg e a , under an aristocratical administration, h av in g  a single and 

u n ited  governtneut, no proposal o f  innovation, conhned to  the narrow 

bo-unds o f  the T egean  dom inion, seemed lik e ly  to  answer their purpose.

T h e y  pu t fonward therefore th e  bold  p ro jec t o f  un iting all A r c a d ia :

‘  T h u s  alone,’ they said, ‘  the peace o f  A rca d ia  cou ld be estahlished,

■ ‘ and thus alone A rca d ia  cOiild have its ju s t w eigh t and respect atUong 

th e  G recian  powers.’ '

T h is  proposal, in itSelf teeming; with public and pHyate benefits, 
could be objectionable only fpr the manner o f  carrying it into execution.
B ut i t  was the measure Of a party.; whose ob je c t would h e 've ry  incom * 

p le te ly  attained, i f  it d id  not raise the in terest o f  that party upon thej. 

ru in  o f  those actually h o ld in g  the power in T egea . By these therefore 

i t  was opposed ; and Stasippus, a man o f  superior character, at the 

head o f  them, exerted  h im se lf so effectually, that the soverein assembly 

re jec ted  the iunovatio ii, and determ ined that the an lieut constitution 

o f  A rc a d ia  should he preserved unaltered.

I n  th e  usual v io len ce  o f  Grecian faction^ the progress was genera lly  

read y  from  c iv i l  con troversy  to  c iv il w ar: fo r  the form er so com m only 

in v o lv e d  banishment, and even death, that the step beyond was often 

th o u g h t scarcely a step tow ard  greater dangei’. Ptoxeniis., therefore, 

and Callib ius, leaders o f  the dem ocratic^l party, did nOt scruple to  Xen. Hei, 
reso lve  upon contest in arms, rather than y ie ld  their purpose. Their c.5. 
hope was in  force o f  num bers; the people., they thought, -wnuld be 

w ith  them  : and they had m oreover conficlence, lhaft the dem ocratical 

party, n ow  ru ling M antineia , would n o t  be scrupulous, lik e  AgesHaus 

and th e  Lacedsem onian adm inistration, b u t would support,- against any 

trea ty , a,m easure in  a n e ighborin g  state, in which their ow n  party* 

in terest was im p licated . In  the form er h ope they w ere ^ d ece ived ; 

fo r  b e in g  driven, th rou gh  d iscovery  o f  th e ir purpose, to la k e  arms

® The party rs not here specified by Xeno« 
phon, but circumstances clearly show it to 
have been the democratical; and this is after
ward directly indicated;— says th.e

historian, speaking of that party, »
0 J3jwo?, rtf XeiJ.
Hel. 1.6. c. 5. 6. 7,

3 I  2 premAtucely,
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prematurely, the adherents, which the liberal administration of Stasippus 
had conciliated, were found fo equal them in numbers; and, in a 
conflict which followed, within the town, they had the advantage, 
and Proxenus Was killed. Stasippus,. according to  the honorable tes
timony: of the cotemporary historian, averse to the slaughter of fellow- 
citizens, checked pursuit. What followed unfortunately proved the 
imprudence Of this liberality and humanity; and would of course 
prompt, on another such occasion, conduct that would be grossly 
illiberal and inhuman, where better manners are established, and yet, 
among the Greeks, was so often necessary to self-preservation, that it 
might hardly deserve to be called inhnman or even illiberal.. The 
defeated fled to the gate leading toward Mantineia; and there, finding 
themselves not pursued, as they had expected, they halted, and entered' 
into conference with the victprs. ■ Their chiefs, as soon as they had 
fonnd their measures for taking arms discovered, had sent to Mantineia, 
only twelve miles off, for assistance, and they now sent again to hasten 
that assistance. Managing then to prolong the conference, till the 
Mantineian forces arrivedb they opened the gate to receive them. 
Stasippus perceived the treachery, in time only;to withdraw by the 
opposite gate;/so closely pursued, that he stopped at atemple of Diana, 
from whose sacredness he hoped' for personal security. His enemies 
however, disposed to respect neither real nOr imaginary duties, mounted 
on the walls, unroofed the building, and assailed those within With 
missile weapons. Unable to defend themselves, Stasippus and those 
with him surrendered at discretion. They were immediately bound, 
put into waggonS) and so carried to Tegea: and, being quickly brought 
before .a. tribunal created for the occasion, in which Mantineians of the 
opposite party were allowed to sit, they were condemned, and presently 
executed. About eight hundred Tegeans then, thinking themselves 
unsafe in their^ own city, fled to LacedEemon, Such, within a few 
months after the establishment of a general peace,. upou the ground o f 
universal independency, was the inauspicious beginning of a new war,' 
which quickly involved all Greece,  ̂ -

The Mantineians had now clearly put themselves in the wrong: they ■ 
had broken the treaty of Athens, b y  their interference in the affairs of 

♦  '  . ' the
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th e  T egean s  ; and it  was not reasonably to  be expected o f  tlie Lacedse- 

m onians, i t  would have been neither becom ing"nor right, to leave the 

atrocious crime, b y  which tlie ir  friends in  T e g e a  had suffered, unnoticed, 

and the survivors o f  those friends, who had taken refuge in  Lacedae- 

irkpn, unassisted. But the precise lihe o f  conduct, pfoper and prudent 

' f o r  Lacedaemon, under the ex is tin g  eircumstances, to hold, \^as per

haps n o t easy to  determ ine; and that which the LacedfemOnian govern 

m en t took, seems to  have been neither r igh t nor prudent. U nable ye t 

to  resolve upon parting w ith  that {jnperial authority, which tfiey  had 

so lo n g  exercised am ong the. G'recian states, th ey  did n o t make it  so. 

m uch  their o b je c t ,to  p ro tec t and reinstate the' oppressed Tegeans, as 

to- use the pretence fo r  revenging themselves on the M antineiaqs. 

A p p a ren tly  a congress o f  a ll G reece ou gh t t o  have been called, such 

as th a t la te ly  held in A th e n s ; but they chose rather to  take the law 

in to  their own hands. W ith ou t consulting, as far as appears, any other 

state, th ey decreed an expedition , assembled the force o f  Lacon ia, and 

appoin ted  Agesilaus to  com m and.

M eanw h ile  the dem ocratica l Tegean  leaders, profiting d iligen tly  and 

a b ly  from  their success so nefariously obtained, and warm ly supported 

b y  M antineia, had accornplisbed their grea t and valuable pro ject fo r 

a  un ion  o f  the A rcad ian  peop le” . T h e  measure became extensive ly  

popular. Orcbom enus on ly  o f  the A i'cad ian  cities, instigated  b y  in 

vetera te  enm ity to  M antineia, and probably fearfu l o f  oppression from  

the in fluence which M an tin e ia  would acquire, persevered in  refusal to 
acced e  to  it. In  most o f  the others, a preponderant party concurred^ 

w ith  warm  zeal, ip  fou n d in g  a neW c ity  ; t o  be, w ith  the name of 
'M ega lo p o lis , G reat tow n, the com m on capital, the place o f  assembly 

fo r  the general council, o f  the Arcadian people.

Xen.Hel.
1. 6. c. 5.
s. 11.
Diod, 1.15." 
Pausan. 1, 8. 
c. 27 & 33. -

According toPausanias, wliom-Barthe- 
lemi, Iktle, apparently, in the habit of weigh
ing historical evidence, has implicitly, fol
lowed, Epameinondas was the prpjector and 
patron, both of the restoration of Mantineia 
and of the foundation of Megalopolis. If 
he was so, it will'appear, from the sequel,

that his political foresight failed him On those 
occasions. We may however better take the 
•CptempOrary historian’s account; who, po
litical Opponent as he was to Epameinondas, 
is really his best panegyrist. Ill-judging pr 
careless zeal will ofthn injure the cause it 
means to favor.

The
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T h e  O rchom enians, in thus separating them selves from  their fe llow - 

countrym en, d id  n o t hope to  be a llow ed  th e  qu iet in jo y  m ent o f  that in 

dependency, w h ich  they claim ed as th e ir r igM , transm itted  from  earliest 

tiines, and .especia lly  warranted b y  th e  late treaty. T o  support.them-, 

selves therefore in  the resolution th ey  had taken, th ey  in gaged  a hq^y 
o f  mercenaries, w h ich  had been  in  the serv ice  o f  Corin th . This 

alarmed th e  M antineians, w ho suspectedjthe purpose o f  Orchomenus 

to  be no lon ger defence but attack . W h ile  tlje ii the fo rc e  u f  the rest o f  

the Confederated Arcadians assembled a t Asea, to  p ro te c t the country 

a t large against the attack  threatened from  Eacedsemon, the M an 

tineians rem ained at home, fo r  the particu lar d e fen ce  o f  their ow n  

territory, against the apprehended m alice  o f  the Orchom enians. . Such 

was the uneasy state o f  jea lousy in  w h ich  the G reeks, in  their days o f  

lib erty , m ostly  lived,, even in  the short intervals o f  rest from  internal 

sed ition ; e ve ry  township fearfu l o f  v io len ce  from  the n ex t.

T h is  m iserable restlessness, b e in g  rendered, b y  the p o lit ica l c ircum 

stances o f  G reece, habitual th rou gh  the nation, w o u ld  inhance the 

d ifficu lty  of, w hat in  no circum stances cou l^  be easy, b rin g in g  a 

number o f  states to  concur in a wise, liberal, and gen era lly  beneficial 

plan o f  union. W e  are l it t le 'in fo rm e d  o f  tb e  con stitu tion  o f  united 

A rca d ia ; but w e  find party-purposes m u clv  and perhaps unavoidably, 

eonaidered in fo rm in g  i t ;  fo r  the union, probably, cou ld  not otherwise 

have been e ffe c ted  at all. T h e  fed era l Congresses, w h ich  we ha,ye seen 

already fam ilia r in  G reece, o ffe red  an exam ple o f  som eth in g  approach

in g  that p rin c ip le  o f  representation, w h ich  the; m e r it  and fame o f  

the E nglish  constitu tion  have b rou gh t in to  Universal estimation, among 

th e  politic ians o f  m odern Europe. B u t th a t va lu ab le  principle would 

have i ll suited the means, h ow ever i t  m igh t accord  w ith  th e  wishes, 

o f  thbse whose support was from  a dem ocratica l p a r ty . ' T h e ir  soverein 

as’sembl.y th ere fo re  (ju d g in g , in the d e fic ien cy  o f  accounts o f  it, from 

its title, w h ich  m ay be translated e ith er the Ten -thou sand  or the N u m 

berless” )  w'as com posed  o f  the w h o le  fte c  p o p u la t io n 'o f  Arcadia, or

as

** Leunclavius translates the title of the Wfe, Ten thousand. (Xew. Hel. 1.7. c .4 .  

general assembly of united Arcadia, D ecies  s, 2.) Â sseus, whose version of Pausanias
Kuhnius
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as m uch  o f  i t  as cou ld  be brought together. T h e  situation chosen for 

the n ew  cap ita l was not centra], to g iv e  the greatest fa c ility  fo r  m eeting 

fro m  a ll parts, but bn the southern border, wberCj accord ing to  P io -  

dorus, the le a d in g  men had the surest interest, and could m ost readily 

.c o l le c t  those w h o m . th ey  m igh t influence in the decision o f  public 

measures.- T h e  fa c ility  w h ich  its neighborhood , to the borders o f  • 

M essen ia  and Lacon ia  afforded, for-su pporting  the one and a ttack ing 

th e  other, induced the T heban  leaders, principal patrons o f  the under

ta k in g , to  favor the choice. Otherwise, b e in g  in tbe vale through 

w h ich  the Alpheius runs, and not far from  that rjv'er, it  may perhaps 

have un ited  m ore conveniencies than cou ld  be, readily found dsew bere, 

in  so mountainous a country. T h e  office o f  this numerous assembly 

was to  d irect, in chief, the m ilitary and p o lit ica l concerns o f  a ll A rca 

d ia ;  w h ile  apparently every  town, fo r  its c iv il governm ent, retained 

its form er separate soyereinty. . *

431

S E C T I O N  I I I . ,

Invasion o f  Arcadia tmder Agesilaus : Superior conduct of the Thehdn 
leaders :̂ Invasion of Lacmiia by the army o f the Theban confederacy, 
under fpamemondas : Resolution o f the Athenians to support Race  ̂
dcemon : Retreat of Epameinondas from  Peloponnesus: Restoration 
o f  the MesseniunS: Distress of Sparta.

I t was a lready w inter when Agesilaus entered A rcad ia  With th e 'L a ce -  g, 0  3.7Q 
dcemonian army, lyin fprcerl on ly  b y  the con tingen ts  o f  the litt le  towns 01.102. 3. 

o f  Lepreum  and Herfea. T h e  com bined forces o f  A rcad ia  and E lis  L g . ’c.s. 

a vo ided  a battle w ith  him . * P a rt o f  the M antineian  territory was pinn- ^

d ered ; and, in the*skirm ishing, attem pted fo r  its protection, thelLace- 

daemonian troops had gen era lly  the advantage. But Agesilaus in vain 

en d evo ied  to force the enem y to  a general action. Pressed, therefore,

Kuhruus has adopted, evidently embarrassed destinata. Pausan. 1. 8. c. 32- The Greek 
on the occasion, calls the place of its meet- is h  

ing, C u ria  itjfinitos proph  ^ rca d u m  Um ltitudini

by
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b y  the season, and, in some degree, satisfied w ith  havfing a litt le  raised 

the spirits o f  th e  Lacedoemopians, b y  a d isp lay o f  their superiority in 

the enem y’s country, he returned in to  Lacon ia , and dismissed his forces.

T h e  leaders o f  the Theban  councils were po litic ian s, far superior to 

those w h o  conducted  the Lacedgem onian governm ent. T h ey  had not 

n eg lected  opportunities, fo r e x ten d in g  the in fluence o f  Thebes among 

n eighborin g  states: they had m ade d ilig en t use o f  th a t which the 

in terference o f  Lacedaemon in the affairs o f  Arcadia,^ or wh ich  the 

ready means open to  them, th rou gh  the defic iency o f  com m unication 

in  Greece, to  misrepresent that in terference, afforded, fo r an im ating 

the lo n g  e x is tin g  jealousy, against Lacedtenion. T h e  Phocians owned 

subjection to  T h e b e s ; a c ircum stance wh ich  the genera l -weakness 

on ly  o f  the surrounding states, to ge th er w ith  the genera l vio lence o f  

party-spirit, cou ld  have brought them  to  ih du re ., A ssem b lin g  then the 

Boeotian and P h oc ian  forces b y  th e ir own au thority , th ey  so well 

managed n ego tia tion  as to obtain thfe w illin g  assistance o f  the Locrians, 

o f  both provinces o f  the name, o f  the Acarnanians, the Heracleots, the 

'M a lians, and o f  a ll the Euboean tow ns. D e fic ien t in  fu n ds fo r  supply

in g  those wants, to  which so la rge  an arm y as th ey  collected, tho 

consisting o f  troops accustom ed to  supply themselves, w ou ld  be liable 

in  a w in ter campain, th ey  borrow ed  from  the E leians ten  talents, per

haps som eth ing  m ore than fw o  thousand pounds. Epam einondas was 

appointed-to th e  com m and-in-ch ief.

T h e  Lacedsem onian governm en t, i t  appears, had e ither no intelligence 

o f  these grea t preparations, or n o  suspicion th a t a n y th in g  important 

cou ld  fo llo w  du ring w inter. E ven  the Arcadians d id  not expect it. 

T iie ir  forces were kep t togeth er on ly  fo r  the purpose p f  revenge against 

the litt le  com m dnv.'ealth  o f  Herrea, whose te rr ito ry  th ey  plundered and 

Avasted. T h e  E leians alone had had th a t con fidentia l conm iunication 

w ith  the Theban  leaders, .which indu ced  them  to  w a it  in  arms, in firm 

reliance on the approach o f  the T h eb an  army. '  •

Epameinondas did not disappoint their opinion o f his activity and 
perseverance in enterprize. But, in'entering Peloponnesus by Corinthia, 
he showed a Avant, either of that wise moderation and strict justice, 
which his general character, as delivered from antiquity, would give

. . us
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lis to ^xpect, or perhaps rather of. that authority, which a jman of such 
a character would have exerted, had he possessed if, to restrain the ' ^
wickedness and folly of those complitted to his command. The Corin- 
thiairs, professing neutrality, had conducted themselves with cautious 
inoffensiveness toward all thehelligCrent commonwealthsj yet, hecaiise 
they would not take arms against Eacedmmon, their antient ally, to 
support the aggression of Mantineia against Tegea, the army under 
Epameinondas exerted its power in vengeance: lands wasted, trees 
felled,' and houses burnt, marked its destructive march.

The Arcadians were still busied in similar exertion, against the 
Hej-asan territory, when iiiteUigehce reached them of the arrival of 
Epameinondas at Mantineia. Immediately they quitted the business 
of devastation, and hastened to joirfhim. The Theban leaders, learn- s, 23. , 
ing that the Lacedaemouia'n army had evacuated Arcadia, and was 
dismissecC. in the usual way of the Greeks, for the winter, considered 
the purpose, of their own winter’-expedition as accoirrplished. The 
independency of Mantineia on, Lacedsemouian command being 
secured, the friendly party in Tegea established in power, the dis
affection of the little republic of Hersea punished, and .the Theban 
interest in Peloponnesus altogether upon a .good footing, they proposed 
to return home, and allow the usual season of rest also for their forces.
But the internal weakiiess o f Lacedremen, less perceived by the more 

distant, began already-to he justly estimated by the bordering States.
The Eleians and Arcadians represented to the Thebans, ‘ that the s. 23.25,
‘ sedition of Cinadon, which, without forein assistance, had threatened 
‘ the overthrow of the Spartan government, was smothered, not extin- 
‘ guished, by his punishment; that, even if  all the subjects o f Sparta 
‘ were faithful, still the excellent discipline, of the, Thebans, with the 
‘ numbers of their allies, would make their army clearly superior to any 
‘ force the Laceda:monians could bring into the field': but that, in fact,
‘ the spirit of revrolt in Laconia wanted only promise of protection;
‘ extreme discontent perwaded all under the highest rank o f Laeedas- 
‘ monian subjects ; and, if they marched immediately into the Country,
‘ the Lacedemonian government would be unable to collect a force 
‘  that could attempt opposition to them.’
. Von. III. ' ' 3 K The
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The numbers now assembled, ready to join iti the invasion of Laconia 

(if late writers may be believed for such a matter, where Cotemporaries- 
are silent)'were no less than seventy thousand; of'whom, according 
to Plutarch, forty thousand. were heavy-armed. Nevertheless the 
Theban generals objecte4 the natai’al strength o f  the Lacedtemonian 
border, the principal passes of which they knew ivere guarded, and the 
usual advantages of those who fight within their own territory against 
strangers. They were still hesitating, When deserters successively 
came in from different parts; all. urging the' invasion o f their country,'

, offering themselves for conductors, and agreeing in the assertion that, 
not only a disjJbsition-to revolt pervaded Laconia, but a large part 
o f the people had already refused obedience to the summons for 
military service. ~ »

These representations at length induced the Theban generals to accede 
to .the wi.shes of their allies. The frontier o f Lraeohia, against Arcadia 
and Argolis, is of that kind of rugged meuintainous country, in which 
roads can scarcely be formed, b u t , W.liere streams have first found a 
'Couine, and then, in the line they have takeni gradually softened its 

.roughness, Th.e, best way-from Arcadia was by Ion,~in the district, 
called Skiritis,'near one pf the sources of the Eurotas : another, but 
more difficult pass, led to Caryae, on the brook QSnus, whose watei's- 
soon joined that river., Lfc_w:as te.solved to penetrate at once by both 
these ways. The Peloponnesians undertook to Torce that by Ion, 
th a  known to be guarded by a considerable body, consisting of Lace- 
d^monian neodamodCs and refugee "Tegearrs, under the conimand o f 
Ischolaus, a Spartan. The road by Carym was assigned to the,ThebanS; 
more difficult in itself, butmiguafded. The Arcadians were successful 
against Ischolaus; who, with tpore courage than judgement, chusing 
ill his ground for opposing superior numbers, was surrounded  ̂ over
powered, and killed, with most of thoso under him. The Thebans  ̂
conducted by some deserters of the country, zealous in revolt, met the 
Arcadians near Caryse. Descending then the mountains together, they 
burnt Sellasia, in the vale o f the Eurotas, remarkable as the place 
where the'haughty interdictions of the Lacedsemoniarr government, itf 
its prosperity, had sometimes met the ministers of Other states. Tlie 

i invading
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invatling army now found nothing to forbid its progress j which it held 
along the left bank of the river, pltmdei'ing: and burning as it went.
On the second day from CaryJB, it arrived at the bridge conducting 
immediately to Sparta. That city stood at a small distance from the. 
rive'r, on the right bank. The passage was stroiigly guarded, and the: 
generals avoided.th'e hazardous attempt td force it. Pillage and flames 
were spred among the numerous houses on the side where nothing op
posed; to the booty from which Nenophon attributes a value, marking 
a deviation from the antient Spartan simplicity, the ready consequence 
o f conquests, forein commands, and the circulation of a public-revenuC.

N or was it now any longer the time when the Spartan ladies could ‘ 
take and use arms like the men. Among the smaller Grecian states, 
the sight of an enemy, oftea recurring,-became less terrible through 
familiarity. But, at Lacedsemon, for perituries, it had almost ceased, 
to be supposed that an enemy could ever be seen there. Tothe Spartan, 
ladies now, the sight even of the smoke, says the coteinpo;rary historian, 
from the buildings fired by the invaders, was intolerable. Not only 
however, the consternation of the fearful and inconsiderate, but the 
reasonable apprehension of the best informed and firmest, ^as very 
great- When those distinguished by the name of Spartans,, who had 
arrogated all the powers of government, dj,strustful of others, endevored 
to occupy the most accessible parts' of the unwalled city, they found 
themselves in a manner lost in its extent. Distressed by the defection 
of some of their subjects; and uncertain of the fidelity of others, they 
had recoui'se to their slaves. Proclamation was made,, that ablebodied 
Helots,'who would take arms, and faithfully exert themselves in 
defence of the .country, should be rewarded with freedom. Moretlian 
six thousand were inrolled; and then the administration became fcarrid 
o f the strength which itself had thus created. Soon however auxili-; 
aries arrived, from Corinth, Sicyon, Pellene, Phlius, Epidaurus, TrCezen, 
Hermione, and Hali®. The interest which bound these to the Lace- 
dasmonian cause being thought seenre, the first vehemence of alarm 
subsided.

Meanwhile at Amyclm,* some way below ‘Sparta, the-enemy, had s. so.
" . - S K 2 ' . ' crossed -
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1. 7. c. 2. 
s. 2.

    
 



Xen. Hel. 
1. 6., c, 5.
S, 31,-

456 H I S T O R Y  O F  G R E E C E .  C hap. X X VIR

crossed tlie Eurotas, aind turned their'march toward the city,*stiU 
marking the way"with plunder and devastation.' Their cavalry, com* 
posed of the united force o f Elis, Thnbes,' Phocis, and Locris, with 
some'Thessalian, powerful for a Grecian army, advanced as far as the 
hippodrome, or horsecourse, and the temple of rSTeptune, close to Sparta. 
The Lacedamonian Horse, advancing against it, Avere comparatively so 
small a force as to appear conteniptible: but a body o f infantry, which 
had been concealed in the temple of the Tyndarids, issuing, and showing 
itself prepared to support the horse, the confederate cayalry retired; 
and the very superior numbers o f  the confederate'infantry (so far the 

. force o f the Lacedjemonian fame prevailed) in some alarm, at the same 
time retreated. Agesilaus however would not allow pursuit. Ably 
disposing his' , troops-in commanding situations, which the neighbor
hood, of the city afforded, he always threatened, but always avoideds 
action. The confederates vvithdrew, but to no great distance, and 
incamped.

It seems implied, in the account of Xenophon, that reputation, 
rather than strength, at this time saved Sparta. All accounts indeed 
mark that the numbers of the invaders far exceeded any ordinary forCe 
o f Grecian armies. But that flood and hurricane of war, as another 
cbtemporary author has called it, which the abilities o f Epameinondas 
had been able to excite, and direct to a certain point, the abilities even 
of Epameihondas could not ahvays duly command. Among his 
Boeotians he had never allowed any irregularity. He fortified his camp, 
and placed his guards und outposts, always as if in presence of a supe
rior enemy. But he could inforee no such order among the ArGadians; 
whose practice was, Avhen they had taken their ground, to lodge their_ 
arms, and wander for pillage. Unable directly to restrain their passion 
for plunder, Epameinoudas was reduced to endevor to gî m if  the best, 
direction. In a council of war, it'w as jesolved, that to attempt 

S.32. anything farther against the city Avould be too bazardbu_s. The march
was therefore turned again down the course of the Eur'otas; and, 
through the whole length of the vale to the sea, the unfortified towns 
and villages rvere pillaged and burnt. The army arrived, unresisted,

, -at
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at Gythium, the pfi'ncipal, or perhaps only naval arsenal of Laced ̂ mon, 
and that important place, was invested. Nunaerous Laconian revolters, 
who joined by, the way, assisted in the assaults which, for three days, 
were repeated against it, but without success, , ,

Intelligence of the extreme danger of Laced®nion,' quickly conveyed 
to Athens, excited a -strong sensation ther^; not fronj any popular 
friendship for Lacedsemon, but from apprehension for the common- 
independency of Athens and of Greece, threatened by the-growing pre
dominance of Thebes. 'The council^deemed the crisis important, and 
summoned the general assembly.  ̂ Party-strife seenjs tp have been , at 
this time more than commonly moderate among the Athenians; anc| 
no man had that cornraanding influence, which could decisively guipe 
the public rnjnd ; in the way of wisdom, like Pericles, or in the way of 
rashness and folly, like Cleon. Five ministers from Lacedaemon were

• allowed to speak first. Their purpose being to gain the utmost assistaUce 
•from Athens, they endevored to demonstrate, t-hat the friendly connec
tion between Athens and LaCedsehton, which the Lacedssmonians were 
desirous'of cultivating, would produce great advantages to both parties. 
The Athenians saw the advantages, but they’’ doubted the friendly 
disposition'. A  murmur went through the assembly: ‘ In the present 
‘ pressure o f circumstances, professions,’ it was observed, ‘ would o f 
‘ course be fair; but, in a return of prosperity-, the conduct of the
* Lacedmmonians would be the samC as formerly.’ t Yet,’ it was said, on 
the other side, f a t  the conclusion of the Peloponnesian War, when the 
‘ Thebans would have subverted Athens, the better disposition of 
‘ Lacedmmon saved it.’ This, urged to recollection by the Lace- 
dmm.onian ministers, made a powerful impression; and jealousy of. 
Thebes went far to supply the want of confiden ce in Lacedgmon. 'Never
theless the assembly was still divided; some insisting that, ‘ the IVlanr
‘ tineians being aggressors, the Athenians could do no otherwise than 
‘ assist Lacedajmon, i f  they AvoiTld not be false to the treaty they had 
‘ sworn to; while others, vehement in the defiiocratical cause, cnH'r̂
‘ tended, that the interference of the .Mantineians, in support of the 
‘ democratical party in Tegea, against the oppression of Stasippus, had 
‘ been right and just.’

• , The
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Thfrdeficieiicy, or, at least, the uncertainty o f political principle, 
which the disputation, thus reported, tvjthout a comment, hy so able 
a cotemporary as Xenophon, shows- to have been general in Greece”? 
appears, at this day, W’onderfuh The argument o f the friends of the 
deraocratical cause,' if  allo^Ved, would have justified the interference of 
Lacedsemon, or o f Thebes, in every contest o f faction, in every 
republic of Greece, in Athens itself; and the argument of those on 
the other side seems to have been directed, 'not to establish the general 
principle, that no commonwealth had a right to"interfere in the internal 

j concerns of ahothej", but only the particular case, that the interference 
with arms, which the Mantineians had exercised in Tegea, was for
bidden by the terms of the late treaty. After much discussion,, it was 
not an Athenian, but; the Corinthian and .Phliasian mmisters, who, 
by urginga particularfact, ■ \vhich interested the feelings of the Athenian 
inultitude, decided the vote. ‘  Whether the Lacedsemonians or the 
‘ Mantineians,’ the Corinthian Cleiteles said, * in the instance in* 

question have been aggressors, may be a matter of dispute not easily 
‘ settled. ^But that, since thĉ . general peace, the Corinthians have 
‘ committed hostility against no state, is sufficiently known. Never-- 
‘ tbeless the Tb^bans, in crossing our territory, have plundered and 
‘ w'asted it, as if  an enemy’s; carrying off goods and cattle, burning 
‘ bouses, and felling cultivated trees. Can you then, without peijary,
‘ refuse us that assistance* to which the treaty inti ties; the injured?’ 
The assembly became agijtated; murmur was vehement; but the general 
voice went, that the observation of Cleiteles was pertinent and just.

The Philiasian minister proceeded to profit'from the effect produced 
by the Corinthian’s speech. ‘ It was obvious,’- he said, ‘ that, if  the 
‘ Thebans could once incapacitate LacedBemon,'Athens would be their 

next object; because Athens then alone, of all the Grecian republics,
‘ would remain powerful enough to attempt resistance to their ambition,
‘ which evidently aspired to the dominion Of Greece;’ This being 
urged amid much flattery, adapted to the popular temper  ̂was decisive. 
The multitude called impatiently for th e ' question, and would hear no

That it was so, if Xenophon left any doubt about it, is confirmed by'IsdCrates, 
in bis Archidamus.̂  .

' Other
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other speakers. By the vote whicB followed  ̂the utmost strength of the 
commonwealth was-td he exerted in assistance'of Lacedmmon, and 
Iphicrates was appointed to the command.

The support, powerful as it promised to be, which was thus preparing- 
for Laced mm on, might have been, too late, to be etfectnal, if disregard 
of union, and neglect of discipline, growing with success, had not 
rendered it impossible for the able leader of the confederate army to 
command the exertion of the allies, or ev,en to calculate the force that 
he could command. The Arcadians, Argians, and Eleians, in numbers, s. 4o. 
went off with, unasked leave, to bear home the booty they had taken. 
Provisions meanwhile'became scarce for the troops rehiaining; the 
season pressed, and Epameinondas found it adviseable to withdraw 
hastily out of Laconia. . ; ,

Iphicrates was already in "Arcadia, and opportunity was favorable for 
reducing the Theban army to great difficulty. But, through some party 
view, apparently, of which we have: no. iiiformation,''he vras not zealous 
in the command which he had undertaken. He had been much blamed 
for wasting time in Corinth, before he proceeded into Arcadia. Without 
attempting any annoyance to the Theban army, in it$ way through that 
difficult country, he withdrew again to Corinth. ■ Itiwas supposed that 
his purpose was to disputb the passage of the isthmus and of the moun
tains, which he might have made highly hazardous, or-perhaps have 
completely prevented : but his measures rather indicated intention to 
allow that free way which Epameinondas found. Xenophon, on former 
occasions the eulogist of Iphicrates, blathes his conduct here in strong 
terms. , ■

This invasion, wasteful but; transient, such as Attica had-several 
times suffered from its Peloponnesian eneiuies, was fatal to the power of 
Laeedremon. When the forein foe was gone, rebellion still pervaded 
the country. A  large part of those Laconians, distinguished by the 
name of Perioecians, and all the Helots, remained in revolt. The able 
leaders of Thebes took , ad vantage of these circumstances, to imitate 
and extend the policy of the ,Athenians, in the Peloponnesian war.
They iiivited, from all parts, the relics of the Mes’senian race, to return

to
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to their former country, and take their place, oncis more, .among the 
people, of Greece. The chief body of them was that which, formerly, 
under Athenian'protection, had held Naupactus in dEtolia, but, after 
the conquest of Athens, had been expelled  ̂by the XaCeda:monians. 
Some of these had found refuge among their kinsmen of Rhegium 
in Italy and Messenain Sicily; but the greater part had accepted .an 
invitation frpm the-Grecian colony of the Evesperitans ih-Africa, then 
prebed in war by the neighboring barbarians. This long unfortunate 
race now eagerly obeyed the call o f the Thebans to return to the cduntry 
of their forefathers, the fairest acquisition of the Heracleids, the most 
desirable territory in Peloponnesus, or perhaps in Greece. Epa- 

P 1 “leiHondas Was patron of the new city of Messena, built at the’ foot of
‘ mount Ithome, famous in the antient wars with Eacedsemon, on whose

summit was raised the citadel; but it seems probable that the Argian 
general Epiteles was the conmander upon the Spot, who protected the 
works.' The returned' IVjessenians did not spurn .at association with 
rebelling Helots, and other slaves; all, or mostly, o f Grecian origin, 
and many of Messenian blood. - ^

O f  the particulars, h o w e v e r , 'o f  this very  in tei;esting restoration, we 

have litt le  s a tis fa c to ry ; X enophon , in delicacy,' apparently, to  his 

Lacedem on ian  friends, h av in g  studiously avo ided  even  the mention 

,o f  them, tho w'anted fo r  connection  and e lucidation  o f  the rest o f  

his narrativ^e. But he *could n o t  concea l th a t M essen ia  was torn 

from  Lacedm m on ; and, fo r  the rest, his testim ony, dropped in a word 

here and there, con firm s'the con cu rr in g  accounts o f  la ter writers, that 

i t  was restored to  the descendants, or those reputed descendants, o f  

. the antient D orian  Messenians, w ith  some m ixture' o f  other adven

turers, fo r  all whom , united, the M essenian name prevailed. The 
Asinajans and Nauplians, D orians from . A rgo lis , form erly  established, 

.as w eh ave  seen, b y  the E aced^m on iau s On the M essen ian^oast, having 

been am ong bhose subjects •of Sparta who revo lted , d t favored  the,revolt, 

w ere allowed to  retain their *settlements, and adm itted  t o  politica l asso

ciation  w ith  the restored people. Pausanias, zealous to rove  that the 

returning em igrants were rea lly  Messenians, rem arks ' tha t even their

speech

Pausan. 
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spieech was not akered l5y their peregrination'; for’  still in his time, after 
more than five hundred years, the Doric dialect was spoke»in Messenia, 
in greater purity than in any pther part of Peloponnesus. •

Thus the province o f Messenia, amounting to half their territory, 
was finally lost to the Eaced^monmns; a possession however, o f which, 
while they held it, their institutions seem to have denied them any 
very profitable uscj unless it may be reckoned such to oppose a waste 
against invasion. But the reteeat of the Theban array did not leave 
them masters even-of all Laconia. The district called Skiritis, in that 
tract o f lofty and rugged mountains, among which the Eurotas and 
the Alpheius, the largest rivers of Peloponnesus, have their sources, 
continued in rebellion. The imjiortant town o f ‘ Sellasia, at the upper Xen.Hel. 
end o f the Spartan vale, -on the great northern road, by which support  ̂
might best come from jeastern Arcadia and Argos, was held by the 
revolters. Pallene ” , in the western forfe o f the vale, up which,- by 
the course o f the Eurotas, the other principal northern Way led, through 
Skiritis to western Arcadia and Elis, still held- for Lacedaemon. But Diod. 1. is. 
Soon after the retreat o f the -invading army, while ̂ perplexity occurred 
dii all sides for the'Spartan government, the able general of the Arcadian 
forces, Lycomedes of Mantineia, returning unexpectedly, carried it 
by a sudden assault, and put those within to the sword.

S E  C  T I  O  N  I V .  .

Bad arrangement o f military command by the popular assembly of 
Athens: Second invasion o f Peloponnesus by the Thebans under 
Ppameinondas. Lycomedes o f Mantineia : Alienation o f Arcadia 

from  the Theban interes^t: Military merit o f the Aryadians. Quarrel 
o f Arcadia xoith Rlis. - _

I n the existing pressure upon Lacedaemon, afid upon the states whose 
interest yet bound them to the Lacedemonian cause, it was o f great

This Lacojiian tovm must be distinguished from the Acbaian city of the Same name, 
for which it has, by  some modem-writers, been mistaken. , ’ .

Vox,, I I I .  S L  importance'
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importance for tbeni to hold, and, i f  po^ îble, iniprove their connection 
with Athens.* Ministers were therefore sent thither^ fully impowered 
to agree upon the system of command,, and the plan o f  operations, for 
the next campain. The former-alone, made any difficulty. The Athe- 
niaii council, at this time swayed, apparently, ,by wise apd rnoderate 
men, had agreed with the Peloponnesians^ that it  would be, all circum
stances Considered, most for the interest, 6f the confederacy, and most̂  
equitable,* that the Athenidus should direct operations by sea, and the 
Lacedasmonians by land. But a party in Athens, with Cephisqdotus 
for their orator, thought to earn popular favor, by opposing this 
arrangement. When the proposal o f the'council was laid before the 
general assembly (for by that tumultuary meeting, iji the. degenerate 
state o f Solon’s cohkitutlqn, all the measures o f executive government 
were to have their ratification) Cephisodbtus persuaded the ill-judging, 
multitude, that they were imposed upOn, .In the L,aeedmmonian 
squadron, he said, the trierarcs wuuld be^Jt.acedmmonians, and perhaps 
a few heavy-armed, but-the body o f the cyews would be.Helots or ,mer-̂  
cenaries. Thus the Athenians would command scareely any, hut slaves,, 
and the outcast o f nations, in the Lacedssraoniatt navy, whereas, in 
the Athenian army, the Xacedsemqnians Would command the best men 
o f Athens. I f  they Avquld: have a; partition .of military authority really, 
equal, according to the fair interpretation .of the terras of.the confede
racy, the command equally o f the sea and of the land forces must be 
divided. Popular; vanity was caught by .this futile argument; and the 
assembly voted, that the command, both by sea and by land, should he 
alternately five days with the Athenians and five with the Xacedajmo- 
nians. In this decision, of the petulant crowd, singulaily adapted to 
cripple exertion, both by sea and land, the Lacedaemonians, pressed by 
circumstances, thought it prudent to acquiesce. . .

In spring an army was assembled at .Corinth,.topmvent the passage 
o f the Thebans and their northern allies into Peloponnesus- But the 
superior, abilities o f the Theban leaders .prevailed. They surprized an 
outpost. Still they were at a loss to force their way over the rough 
ground in descending the Oneian mountairts. But, from the treachery 
or, the weakness o f the Lacedeemonian polemarc commanding, they

obtained
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Bbtained a truce,' lindei' favor of, which they-safely joined the forces o f 
their Peioponnesiah*allies, the Arcadians, Argians, and Eleians., This 
junction being thus happily effected, they found thenlSelves far superior 
to the army o f the’ Lacedsemonian confedetacy. ^Without opposition 
they punished the attachment o f the Epidaurians to the LacedEBmpnian 
interest, by ravage o f their lands. They attempted then one o f the 
gates o f Corinth; but, the Corinthians submitting themselves to the 
able direction of the Athenian general Chabrias, who was there with a 
body o f mercenaries, they were’ repulsed with some .slaughter. T The 
abilities o f Chabrias hd’weVer were unequal, again$t so great a superi
ority o f force, to prevent the rava -̂e pf the Corinthian territory. All 
Peloponnesus seemed open to.the Thebans; when the pressure o f the 
Thessalian arms, under the tagUs Alexander o f PherEB, upon their 
northern" allies, and apprehension o f its extending to Boeotia itself, 
called the Thebans suddenly out of the peninsula, and then all the Pe
loponnesians o f the confederacy parted to their several homes "

This dissolution o f the army o f the Theban confederacy gave a most 
fortunate relief to LaCedEcmon. All the leisure; it afforded seems to 
have been wanted, for composing the troubles within Laconia. Offen
sive operations were left to the auxiliaries, sent- by Dionysius then 
inling in Syracuse; a body remarkable enough, both in itself and for its 
actions, to deserve notice. The infantry were Gauls and Spaniards; 
the cavalry, apparently Sicilian Greek, so excellent, that,.: tho scarcely 
exceeding fifty horsemen, tliey had given more annoyance to the 
enemy, while wasting the Corinthian lands, than all the rest o f the 
army. After the Other troops, ori both sides, were Withdiatvn, this 
transmarine force alone undertook the invasion o f Sicyonia; defeated- 
the Sicyonians in battle, and took.a fort in their territoty by assault. 
Gratified then with g'lory and plunder, they imbarked, and, with twenty 
triremes, their convoy, returned to Syracuse.

H Xenophon, in relating the retreat of the Plutarch, with what Xenophon says in the 
Thebans, and the dispersion of the r^st of former book of the Hellenics, fc.4. s. 35.); 
the army, has not at all accodnte.d for it, and the incidental mehtion of that war by 
That the Thessalian war was the principal Polybius, (1. 8. p. 512.) affords valuable 
cause, may However be gathered from a com- confirmation to this deduction from theother 
parlson of- the accounts of Diodorus and writers. , .

3  L 2  Thus
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Thus far the able leaders o f the- Theban cpuneils, profiting from the 
dnimosity so extensively prevailing against Lacedffimon, had kept their 
confederacy nnanlmous and zealops, under-the supremacy o f Thehes- 
But it was little likejy that so*inany states could, by any, management, 
be long retained in patient submission to so Hew a superiority. The 
long deference o f the Qreeian republics to XaCed»mOnian command, 
amounting, in many instances, to a zealous, and sometimes extending 
to a general, loyalty toward the superior people  ̂ is. a political pheno
menon perhaps singular in the history o f mankind. But that deference 
was-paid to a superiority," not suddenly obtained, but growing from 
the extraordinary institutions undef which the -Lacedremonians lived; 
which niade them really a superior'people,.' obviously fittest,, in the 
divided and tumultuary state o f the Greek nationyto command jn war, 
and to arbitrate in peace-: whence, even^still in these times, when -the 
political power o f Xacedmmon was so dechning, the estimation of the 
Lacedsemonian people, we are told, was yet sitch, that at the Glympian 
and other national meetings, a LaCedagmonian. was .an object of curi
osity and kdmiration for strangersj-more even than «the conquerors, in 
the games. The superiority o f Athens.also, tho ;in;few,instances, or 
.for a, short time only, supported' by a loyalty like, that which L̂ace
daemon injoyed, accruing suddenly indeed, yet;, resulted fjom long 
preparation. Legislation more perfected, talents - and. m.anuers more* 
cultivated, and an-extraordinary succession o f able men. at the kead of 
affkirs, gave to  the Athenians an effectual superiority, which the peo- 

»ple o f other republic's saw-audfelt. But Thebes, without.any advantage 
o f antient prejudice in favor o f her pretensions, .without apy public 
institutions to ^ o  admired, recently emerged from political, subjec
tion, possessing indeed a large -and j disciplined, population, wliich 
might infuse some terror, wps however .heepme'so suddenly eminent 
only through the blaze o f talents-Ofi a :few, and. principally of ope. 
extraordinary man, leading her councils and commanding her armies.

I-If therefore, in any other state o f the confederacy, where military force 
was not very inferior, a similar blaze o f Icharacter should occur, that 
state would presently'feel Itself equai to Thebes, and be prepared to 
break a.connection involving an. admissioa o f her superiority. •

11 ' ' Such
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Such a character Md been, for'some'time, rising among the Area-, 

diansjin Lycomedes of Mantineia; a roan inferiqr to none of bis country 
in birthf superior to most in property, and who had ali^ady distinguished 
himself^ in council, as a principal promoter o f the Arcadian union, and 
in arms, at the head of : the Arcadian forces/ Lycomedes apparently 
already saw, what afterward became abundantly notorious, that, i f  any 
view to the general' good of Greece influenced the Theban cCuncils, it 
was wholly subordinate to the ambition o f making Thebes supreme over 
the Greek nation. This ambition Ije resolved to oppose. In the general 
assembly therefore of the Arcadiam states,' convened in the new city of 
Megalopolis; he represented,‘ ‘ That Peloponnesus, among all its various 
‘ present inhabitants, *w'as ,the proper country of the Arcadians alone; 
‘ the test were really strangers. Npr .were the Arcadians the most 
‘  antientonly, they were the most powerful o f the. Grecian tribes ; they 
‘  were the most numerous, and they excelled in strength oif body. It 
‘ was notorious that the troops o f no other Grecian people were in 
‘ equal request. The Lacedemonians knew their value: they had 
' never' invaded Attica w'ithout Arcadiatx. auxiliariesnor Would the 
* Thebans now venture to invade Laconia without them. I f  therefore 
‘ the Arcadians knew “their own interest, they, would no longer obey 
‘ the Thebans; hut-insist Upon equality in. command, phey had for- 
‘ meriy raised Lacedsetnon; they were now. raising Thebes; and shortly 
' they would find the Thebaps but other Lacedemonians.’

Flattering <thuS alternately, and stimulating the Arcadiau, people, 
Lycomedes obtained the effective command of thfim; and the natural 
consequence of the’s'ubmission of the multitude’s caprices to an.-able 
man’s con troll resulted: the Arcadians were successful, and their suc
cesses were brilliant. The Argians invaded Epidauria. The renowned 
Athenian general Chabrjas, at the head o f the Athenian and Corinthian 
forces, intercepted their retreat/ The Arcadians were in alarm for their 
allies; an assembly was held; the interest o f Lycomedes decided the 
choice o f commanders, and the Arcadian army, against great disad
vantage of ground,' brought off the Argians without loss. ‘An expe
dition was then undertaken into LaeOhia ; .the territory-of Asine was 
ravaged, and the Laeedasm'ohian polemarc Gerauor, who commanded

there,
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there, was defeated and killed., Many- pretlatory incur^ioas, in the 
common Way o f Grecian warfarcj. followed; and when any, object 
invited, neither night, says the cotemporary historian, nor weather, 
nor distance, nor difficulty o f Way,^deterred’; insomuch that the Area 
dians acquired the' reputation of being the best'soldiers of their time. 

Disposed as"the Arcadians showed thero^eives no lang'er to admit the' 
superiority o f Thebes, their Strength, their discipline, and their suc
cessful activity in. arms, tho exerted in the cause of the. confederacy, 
could scarcely fail to excite some jealousy and'apprehension in the 
The^han government. No direct breach insUed,.; but, jiieiidsbip cooled 
and became prec£iriousv • Meanwhile the now. energy o f theArcadian 
government attracted the regard of the humble and oppressed; always 
an extensive description of men, and sometimes o f states, among the 
Grecian republics. The people of Elis had long claimed, and generally 
maintained  ̂ a sot'creinty over the people o f severaf towns o f Eleia, and 
o f the whole district- called Triphylia,- on the border against ̂ essenia-.

Died.-1.̂ 15. In a strong situation in Triphylia, called Lasion, to assist itt curbing 
the inhabitants, they had allowed .some Arcadian exiles to ^tablish 

^themselves. This,' for a timcf'answered its purpose: but, as the 
Arcadians of Lasion werej like the Tryphilians^ only subjects of the 
Eleians and not foHoweitizens, and as the sOvereinty of people over
people, seldom unoppressive, cannot fail tb. be-humiliating, they 
at length made common cause with then* neighboring fellpw- 
subjects, particularly the Marganeans and Scilluntines, 'in  opposition 
to the Eleian gove'rnment. For support they tuimed their view to the 
new union of Arcadia: they claimed to be Areadians; and by a petition 
addressed to the new united government, they desired to be taken 
npder its protection. A t the same time the Eleians were pressing for 
assistance from their allies o f Amadia, to recover4heir-former dominion 
over the towns, which4he,I.ace(lsemonians had restored to independency. 
The Arcadians slighted this application, and declared, by a public reso
lution, that the petition o f the Triphylians rvas Well founded, and that 
their kinsmen! should be free, Elis became in’ consequence still more' 
alienated from Ar<^dia than Arcadia from Thebes.

Xeti. Hel. 
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Congress at Dejphi, assembled th0 instance o f a minister o f  the 
satrap o f  Bithynia. The Tearless Battle  ̂ won by Archidamus son o f  
Agesilaiis;, Expedition o f the Thebans intofheSsaly, under Pelopidas. 

,  Embassies from the prmeipal Grecian tepublics todhe Persian courts 
Able and successful conduct o f Pelopidas  ̂ ambassador from Thebes :■  
Congress atXhebes :- Attempt of Thebes ta acquire the supremacy of 

- Greece, through the'Support o f .Persia^: defeatefr , , ,

T h e  growing. sjchisnv in .the. oppOising ponfederacy,. proinised gĵ eat 
advantage to Lacedsempn. Meanwhile, tho, through vices in their 
civil .eonstitution, .and.ill. management in their administration, ,the ■ 
Lacedsemonians had lost tho best half of their territory, their negoti» 
ations abroad still parried, weight, .and were conducted ably,and suc.- 
■ cessfnlly. .It was^.atethe critjeaL tinre,. pyhen the politicai system in 
Greece, to which yhe rise of Thebes had given birth, began to be 
shaken, and ,new troubles .seemed ready to, break out, thatPhiliscus, a.
Greek of AbydUSi: arrived,-as minister frorn the. satrap of Bithynia, 
Arioharzanes; professedly charged to mediate, in the kjn gp f Persia’s 
name, a general jreace among the Grecian republics, poliowing cir
cumstances proved, nnd even the GOtemporary historian, tho avoiding 
the direct avowal, has shown, that this new interference of Persia, in 
Grecian affairs, ■ was produced by Lacedsemouian intrigue. It seems,, 
however, not to have given any considerable umbrage to the Greek 
nation. PhilisGus proposed a*congress at Delphi.; and deputies fronn 
Thebes, and from the states of the Theban confederacy, readily met 
deputies from Lacedsemon there. No fear o f Persia, as tbc historian,. Xeii. HeJ’- 
not their friend, testifies, irtflaenced the Thebans for, Philiscus.requir- 
ing, as an indispensable article, that MesSenia should return under 
obedience t o . L,aced£emon, they positively refused peace, but upon 
condition that Messeniii should be free. .

This, resolution being firmly denioustrated, the negotiation quickly
-ended„.

s. 17.
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ended, and both sides prepared for war. Philiscus then gave ample 
proof of his disposition to the Lacedeemonian cause, by employing a 
large sum of money, intrusted to.hiin b y  the satrap, in levying merce
naries for the Lacedsemoniaa service. Meanwhile a body of auxiliaries 
from Diohysiu^ o f Syracuse, chiefly- Gauls and • Spaniards, as in the 
fdfmer year, had joined the Lacedeemonian ^army; and, while the 
Athenians were j ’̂ el but pVeparing to march, a battle was fought, under 
the Command o f  ArChida'hVu&'sbn o f Agesilaiis.' 'I’he tfnited forces of 
Argos, Arcadia, and MessCnia were defeated, with slaug'hter, i f  Diodorus 
might be ■ believed, of more than ten thousand men, and, as all the 
historians report, without the'loss of: a single Spartan'. After a series 
of calamities, the intelligence of this extraordinary success made such 
impression at Lacedsemon, that tears e f joy, sayS the Cotemporary his
torian, beginning, with Agesilaus himself, fell from :the elders and 
ephors, and finally from the whole pe opl e *  Among the friends 
b'f the Lacedaemonians nevertheless, as n O ' o f  Ŝorrow resulted, 
this action beckine celehtated with-the title df the Tearless battle..

The war with Thessaly now'pre'ssed upon Thebes. Nevertheless the 
amount of the power arid influende to which that city had.arrived, ncA 
thrdugh any m'ririt of her 'dori’stitution, as Polybius has observed, but 
Svbolly by the uncoriliridriabilittes d f  her le'adirig mdri, and to whiclij 

tbeyorid all expectation of her most promising days, she had been, froiri 
the mdst adverse circuinstarices,' So ‘rapidly raised, is strongly marked 
by the pressure she was not only able to bear, hut to retort with efficacy 
upon her enemies. Still urging Laceefemon, by her confederates and, 
dependants in Peloponnesus, she not only could afford protection' to 
her northern subjects and allies, agairist'^the successor of the most foi> 
midable potentate of the age, but’she could aim at* dominion, or influ
ence, vvhich would answer the purpose of dominion, among the^opuloUs

-Diodorus, whether from his own inven
tion, or the store of some writer, older, hut 
not wiser, not more a politician or a soldier,. 
than himself, has added much to Xenophon’s 
account of this campain of Archidamus; 
dilating indeed more than is consistent with

the compressed scheme pf his history. It is 
not likely that either Xenophon's information 
upon, the subject, or his inclination to relate 
whatever would do honor to the son of Age- 
si],ans, were deficient. ' ■

and
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and wealthy, but ill'-tonstituted cities of Thessaly. While the rapacity 
and.ambiliop of the tagus, Alexander o f Pherse, occasioned a necessity 
for measures of protectioia and defence, the disposition to revolt, which 
his -tyranny had excited among those Over whom his authority ex
tended, gave.probability to views of aggrandizement. Pelopidas was Diod. I .i5.
sent into Thessaly with an army J under a commission to act there at ‘

r 1 " 1 1 1  Plut-etCorn.
his discretion; for the adyantage, mot of the Thessalians, who had Nep. vit. 
solicited protection, but of the Boeotian people, who pretended to be 
common protectors : a kind of commission which it has been usual in 
all ages, for the barefaced ambition of democracies to avow, whUe the 
more decent manners o f the most comipt courts, from which such 
commissions may have issued, have generally covered them with a.veih 
Pelopidas penetrated to Larissa; and, with the cooperation of ita. 
people, expelle.d the tyrant’s garrison. He extended negotiation then 
into Macedonia'!; and concluded a treaty with Alexander, d îng of that 
country; who desired alliance with Thebes, the better > to resist the 
oppression, which he felt or feared from the naval power and am
bitious policy of Atbens, continually exerted to extend dominion 
or influence over every town on every shore of the Aegean. His 
younger brother, Philip, then a boy, afterward the great Philip, father 
o f tBe greater Alexander, is said to have accompanied Pelopidas in bis 
return to Thebes; whether for advantage o f education, and to extepd 
friendly connection, or, as late Writers have • affirmed, as a hostage to 
insure the performance o f stipulated opnditions.

Pelopidas returning to his command in Thessaly, his usual success 
failed him. According to Diodorus and Plutarch, venturing, as volun
tary negotiator for his country, within the povrer of the profligate . 
tagus,.be was seized and imprisoned; But Polybius imputes bis mis
fortune to positive imprudence, and an expression of Demosthenes 
would imply that be was made prisoner in b a t t l e N o r  were the exer
tions of the Theban government to avenge him fortunate.' .The 
Bceotarcs, who had ventured far into  ̂Thessaly, with an army-said io 
have been eight thousand foot and six hundrerl'horse, not finding the

- Demosth. in Aristoci-fcp. A. Reiske.* 

'.Woh. III. 3 M support
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support expected from ithc; Thessalian peopl'?,; reduced to. retreat 
before the greater force of the.'tagus ;, .apd in .traversing- the Thessalian 
plain, pursued by ;a superior cavalrji^ they , sujTei^d . severely. It is 
attributed to the ability of Tpatneinoiidas,-serving in an inferior sta|ion, 
but called forth, by tbe vpipes p f  the soIdieriS,>tp supply the deficiencies  ̂
of the generals, that the ai'j.ny was not En tirely cut ofiF. .. Negotiation,- 
supported prpbabTy by anns, yet not without sorne concession, pro-" 
cured at length, the release;Of .Pelopidas.',, ; j > ^

The. troubles in  'Thessaly, ih ga g ed  T h e  attention, o f  the Athenians,

; 17 \\T̂ , iaye' precisely three words only 
from X̂ nbphOtjj about’ the war of Thebes 
with Thessaly. ' Deeply interested in .the, 
tratisactibns in PeloponnesHS, where ajl passed, 
-almost .under his eye, his attention seems' to 
have been fixed there V and’potsibly satis*''-

not readily have occurred to him. We are 
thus reduced t£> depejid upon later writer's : 
for the circumstances of that war, which ŵs 
materially connected... with, the • thread of ■ 
Grecian -history. If Plutarch,̂ then *should be ■ 
believed, the force of the Theban arms was 

.exceeded only by the lifeeralify and magnd*.' 
nimity of the Thebatt policy; the success 
Was so complete, that apparently nothing 
but the ttiost exalted and uncommon disin* 
terestediiess prevented the Thebans from- 
-lemaining masters of Thessaly .5 and Pejopidas 
'showed heroism and wisdom equally and 
uniformly great, except that, rather ’ thait; 
admit any inferiority in' the Theban arms, 
the biographerhas chosen to mark some rash*; 
ness, some extravagance of gassion, in his 
herd, on the occasion of his death. But the 
\ale altogether has. so much of the romantiO, ’ 
the boipfaast, and even the puerile, with some, 
contradiction of well authenticated facts, 
and some; stories bearing their own’contra
diction, 'that sober judgement, disgusted, 
might incline to reject ail ip -a lump, and 
conclude that; as’Xenophon has'passed all 
by,' there wa’s nothing worth historical nO'»

tiep. It win be the duty of the modern Writer 
'of hi.kory however: to look fa'rther; ahd’ we- 
fiiiT testimony from an early, and yWy re- 
spe.ptable author, |hat will require attention. 
It has been incidenfally' ohly that Polybius 
has-be'eri led • tm mentio'nijPelo’pidasi ■ He 
gives impafticuljirsjhuthe.sp of it as a 
matter well known ih.djiS; tim̂,, ‘ that the 
‘‘ miSma'nageihehf Of Pelopidas'in Thessaly 
‘ produced . serious ilT eOnsdqueirces’ "tc 
‘ Thebes, and, espe,cial|yy-.great loss-of . re- 
‘ pUtationd xa-’
Tehvo’i TW avlSt ŵoysys’j'u/tsV.jc polyb.
L-8.' p.-512- '.XehophOfaVithree" w'Ords, - 'tlio ■.
less strong, are, perfectly eonsonant: to. tins. 
They occur in his account of Alexander of 
PhOrm, who, he Says, was .;̂ ;;aX£woj '©'ofaiotc 

(Hel. I ..61 C .4 .  s.35.) , ‘ an , enemy 
\ who altogether pressed; hard upon Thebes.’ 
Fortunately then, for this part of theiistory, 
whefe .Xenophon‘so fails us, and Plutarch, 
straining at panegyric for his fellowcountry- - 
men the Bmotians, is so extravagant, v/e find- 
Diodoruŝ rational, Paiisanias has also given 
some circumstances of the transactions of 
the :Thebans;in Thessaly.;; ,but the account' 
of Bipdoros is the only one in, which con
nection has been attempted; and, tho in
clining to pardaKty for the Theban heroes, 
yet, .under correction Xenophon apd Po
lybius, apparently it may be trusted.

Diodorus attributes the'first expedition""of 
Pelopidas into Thessaly to the third year of
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wbo'had old and' extensive^oonneGtioiis among its cities; EaCCdfe'Ssoln 
tbetefore bfeing now grfea'tly relieved by the victory of AiebidaEttius, -b|t 
the dissention growing in the Tbebaii confederacy, ajid by th^ distractioit. 
o f the Tbeban armjs.ih the nortbern war, it was. prgposed to send, toj, 
the support o f  their Thessalian, frielids, thpse forces wbich,̂  ̂ o f late, 
had gone yearly,into Peloponnesuk The. Lacedaemonian minister, 
however, represented so strOngly the presstire of the-rebellion in 
Laconia, still supported by the* most powerful states of the peninsula, 
and so urgently solicited the contihuance of cooperation from the 
Athenian army, that about a thousand foot and thirty triremes Only 
were sent to Thessaly, (the seaforce perhaps no inore than ordinarily 
.was stationed there) ancf the former assistance to Laced^inon was not 
intermitted**, - ; ■

The cordial support of Athens, the force'of mercenaries to be added 
by Philisciis, the growing aversion, among the Apcudians, to the 
Theban cause, and the, troubles in the northern provinces, with the 
pressure of the Thessalian arms upon the Theban confederacy, together 
seemed likely to restore* a decTsive superiority to Laced^mon, at least 
within her peninsula; and then, judging from experience, i f  Was not 
likely to be confined there. - But the. able dheetors of the Theban 
councils observed, that the-first, and perhaps the niostpowerfu] efficient 
o f this change in circumstances, had. been negotiation with Persia; 
and they resolved to direct their attention also :to Persia, and try if 
they could not foil theXacedamonians by negotiation, still more effec- 
tnally than by farms. A  minister fronfLaCedreinon, Euthycles, waS 
actually resident at the Persian'Couft. • Upon this'-gTOund ,a cpngress

Xen. Hel. 
1. 7. c. J,. 
s. 17.

s. 23.

tlie hundred "and second olympiad,, presently, 
after the invasion, of .taconia;- the imprisooi- 
ment of Peloprdas 'to the first year of the 
hundred'and, third olympiad'; the unfoitu* 
nate expedition, in *which. Epameinondas 
saved the army, to the same year; Sn'd the 
liberatkih of Pelopidas to the year folio wihg. 
T’tee first date agrees -with ■ Xenophoiii the 
last not., - I* -■ -* ', ,.i 'r, ,

According -to Diodorus; thei Athenians 
sent a thousand foot apd thirty- triremes;

under the command of Autocles, to the 
assistance of the tagus of Thessaly against 
the Thebans. Tho not usually giving Dio- 

: dorus .credit for great, exactness;; ! never
theless* do. not consider'this as. insoQsisten,t, 
either with the .general assertion of Xeno
phon, that Alexander was a troublesome 
enemy'to ■ the Aflienians, or with his more 
particular, ,’accpuht. of the inieation,' not 
pursued; to. seiid their grincipal laiid-force* 
ihito T'hssaaly. - r
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o f tlie confederacy was summoned, and, in pursuance, of 4 common 
resolution, Pelopidas was sent to Susa, on the part o f Tbehes, aqcom- 

.panied by ministers from Argos, Elis, and Arcadia. The Athenians, 
jealous of the mea|ure, sent their ministers also, Timagoras and Leon.

The choice o f the Thebans on this; occasion: was fortunate; that of 
the Athenians not so.. A  map at the head of  a party, like Pelopidas, 
will of course be zealous in the interest of that p a r t y i t  is his own 
interest. With a man not a. leader, a prwate interest may have more 
weight than the share he'considers as his own in-the party-interest, 
But, among the Grecian commonwealths, the.variety of public interests, 
and the variety of party interests  ̂_ was Such, that, without the inter
ference of individual interests, which nevertheless always might occur - 
in political negotiation, circumstances the strangest, and app^ueptly 
most unaccountable,, were continually liable to arise. Pelopidas slighted 
the Arcadian ‘minister, Antioch os ; perhaps the , more i-eadily to gain 
the Athenian Timagoraa; with Avliose eodperatipn, he' succeedeel com
pletely in the* great object of his mission.- He P̂ as treated by the 
Persian court with distinguishing bonor.  ̂The slight, even to contempt, 
-which he showed toward the Arcadian minister, sufficed to bring the 
marked contempt of the court upon that minister and his country 
A  Persian of rank was appointed to accompany Pelopidas back to 
Greece, bearing a rescript from the king, in which the terms of his 
friendship were declared.. It requited ‘ that the Lacedsemonians should 
* allow'the independency of Messehia; that the Athenians should lay 
*■ np their fleet; that war should be. raadehupon them i f  they refusedt 
‘ and that, if'any Grecian city denied its contingent for Such war,
‘ tl̂ e first hostilities should be directed against that c ity : that those 
‘ who accepted'these terms would be considered as friends of the king,.
‘ those who refused them as enemies.’ . .

I f  we compare the style and spirit of this rescript, and the manner 
in which it was offered to united Greece, with the terms and circum-

Antiochus hai been victor in the pan
cratium ; (Xen. Hel, 1,7, c. 1. s. -23.) so that 
it should seem men of rank and education, 
even at this day, ingaged in that rough con

test for honor; unless ,\ve should consider 
the, contempt shown him, by Pelopidas,. 
as in part fomtded on Ms low. rank and 
manB-ws,. , ■

Stances
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stances o f tlie peace o f  Antalcidas^ we shall hardly discover what has . 
been the ground of distinction between them 5 why ohe has been so 
much reprobated, while the other, little indeed applauded, has in a 
manner been thrown out o f observation, dry the* imposing abundance 
of panegyric,, which the consent of antient and modern writers has 
bestowed on the magnanimous patriotism of PelopidaS, and of his 
great associate, in'politiqs as in arms,’Epameinondas. But we may 
perhaps be led to think, that political principle has been out o f view, 
both in the panegyric and in the reproach; that the merit o f indivi
duals has considerably swayed the general mind,‘'yet that the grept dis
tinction has rested on party-spirit. I f  however, leaving the political 
principles of Pelopidas in that obscurity, which we seem without jtn^ns 
very satisfactorily to illuminate, we look to his political abilities, we shall 
see them exhibited in their fairest light, in real splendor, not by his- 
professed panegyrists, but-by the candid cotfemporary historian, not 
his friend. They are evident in the success o f his Persian neg^otiatioui 
to which that historian has borne full testimony; and that negotiation 
must unquestionably have been a business abounding with difficulties,:

_ and requiring much discernment, to eondiict, and bring to so advan» . 
tageous a conclusion.

But the Thebans seem to have been too much elated by their success, 
in this extraordinary arid very important affair, for perfect prudence to 
hold through their political conduct; whether their able chiefs now

• erred, or rather popular presumption, in the badness of their constitution,
to -which Polybius bears testimony. Was not to he restrained. They P0I3*. L 8. 
assumed immediately to be arbiters of Greece* Their summons, for a xenf̂ Hel. 
congress o f deputies from the several republics tO meet-in Thebes, e. i.. 
were generally obeyed. The Persian, who had accompanied the retqi'n 
o f Pelopidas, attended, Avith the king’s rescript in his Irand;. Avhicrr 
Avas«red and interpreted, to the congress, vdiilethe king’s seal, append
ant, Avas ostentatiously displayed. Thfe Thebans proposed', as the con-

• d i t i o n  of.friendship Avith the king and Avith Thebfes, that the deputies 
should iirimediately swear to the acceptance o f the terms, in the names 
o f their respective c i t i e s .  'Readily however as the CQifgress Bad met 
in Thebes, the deputies d i d  not come sb prepared tq  take the law from;

' ' Thebes..
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Thebgs. '  A  m a jor ity  o f  them jo in e d  in  the reply, ‘  th a t th^y were sent 

‘ to  hear p̂ i’opositionSj not to  swear to  w h a te ve r . n iigh t be proposed.*

* • I f  oaths w ere expected, th e  Thebans must in fo rn i th e ir  several govern-.

^ ments o f  the purport.’ - . , *

’ '^ h e  condu ct o f  Pelopidas tow ard  A rcad ia  and its m inister a t the 

Persian court, unaccounted fo r  b y  X enophon , has scarcely been the 

result o f  ineer caprice or resentment, ■ but p robab ly  o f  some po litica l 

v ie w ; whether, as before observed, t o  ga in  the A then ian  minister, or to, 

obv ia te  some suspicions or, p rgu d ices  o f  the Persians,. I t  was however; 

certain ly p rodu ctive  o f  p o lit ica l inconvehiencies. Antiochus, Row ever, 

deficien t in  qualifications fo r m inister at a polished court, was n o t 

w ithout som e ju s t fee lin g  o f  th e  in d ign ity  put upon h i m a t  his de

parture,. he had refused the custom ary presents from  th e  Persian court j 

and when, on  his return, he g a ve  an account o f  h is embassy, in  that 

assembly o f  th e  A i’cadian nation in  A lega lop o lis , w hose ’ v e ry  title, the 

Ten-thousand, or the Num berless, marks jts, tum ultuary com position , 

he made lig h t  o f  the Persian em pire and all that i t  con ta ined  ; ‘ Bakers,

* cooks, cup-bearers, and porters,’ he said, abounded th e re ; but men,

‘  f it  to figh t w ith  the Greeks, th o  lo o k in g  d ilig en tly , he could see 

^ none. N o r  did he. believe even  in  the boasted riches, o f  the empire ;

‘  fo r , ’ con c lu d in g  w ith  a joke  adapted to  imprete th e  m ultitude he ^as 

addressing,, ‘ the sO 'much celebrated go lden  plancrtree, he was surCj

* would not g iv e  shelter to  a grasshopper.’ ..

Th is  being added to  form er stiniulation, the A rca d ia n  deputies w ere 

chosen under an irhpression n o t favorab le to  the T h eb an  cause..- T h e  

pow erfu l and popular Lycom edes, the first w ho had stood forw ard  in 

avowed opposition, to  the Theban  pretensions,, was th e  M antineian  

repr^en ta tive . N o t  sim ply ob je c tin g  to, the proposed path,’ Lycom ede? 

insisted, ‘ that Thebes was n o t the p!ase in  w h ich  the congress should 

‘ have been assembled.’ . T h e  Thebans exc la im ing , w ith  m a rk s ,'o f 

resentment, th a t he was p rom otin g  discord in  the con federacy, he 

declared his resolution to hold  his seat in the congress no lo n g e r ; and, ■ 

the other A rcad ian  deputies con cu rring  With him,' th e y  a ll w en t home 

together. T h e  result seems to  have been, th a t the congress broke up 

w ithout com in g  to  any resoluticm. . * .  ,

■ ■ 31 - * disappointed
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D isappoin ted  and thwarted' thus, the Thebans could not y e t  resolve 

to  abandon their p ro jec t o f  arrogating that' supremacy over th e  G reek  

nation , w h ich  LacedsemOn h a d 's o  J o n g  h e ld ; ' l o n g  indeed b y  the 

vo lu n ta ry  concession o f  a large irtajority o f  it . T h ey  sent requisitions 

separately to. every  c ity  to -accede  to  th e  terms proposed , e x p e c t in g  

th a t th e  fear o f  incurring the united enm ity  o f  Thebes and o f  the 

k in g , 's a y s  th e . coteraporary historian, w o u ld  b rin g  all severa lly  to  

com pliance. The Corinth ians how ever setting: the example o f  a firm 

refusal, w ith  the added ' observation, ‘ tha t th ey wanted no alliance, 

n o  in terchange o f  oaths w ith  th e  k in g , ’ it- was fo llow ed  b y  m ost Of 

the c ities. A n d  thus, continues X enophon , this atteriipt o f  Pelopidas 

and th e  Thebans, to  acqu ire th e  empire o f  G i’Cece, finally fa iled

U S

Plutarch, in. relating the'Persian ,em
bassy, has labored, with some ingenuity, to 
draw attention aside from whatfeyer; in bis 
hero’s conduct,'was mdfet repugnant to the 
claim for him’ of being a Grecian, and not 
riieerly a Theban, patriot. He has hpwever 
been either horiestor idle endugh not.spe-j. 
cifically to contradict any of the. particulars 
reported by Xenophon, which show that the" 
object of Pelopidas was to make Thebes 
mistress of Greece. He has omitted all 
mention of the coiigress of Thebes, and the 
general opposition to Pelopidas there; aii 
opposition evidently arising from the cause 
stated.by Polybius for the failure of all.

attempts to unite the Grecian republics r
iia TO f/,n TVi xom̂  tvty.p,
y^sTsjoes ixa fo r  'sroteia’B af  T a r

because the 'm em ,_an i exertions [ p f  

each were d irected  to  prom ote, not the common 

freed om , hut its  ovm power. Polyb. 1.2. p. 125. 
Concerning so remarkable'a transaetioni \ye 
should have been glad even of such reports 
as Diodorus might have preserved, to edm- 
pare with the account of Xenophon: but,, 
perhaps because he_found nothing that would 
support eulogy to his country, be has onutr 
te8  all notice of it in its proper place, and 
has barely mentioned it in a: folio wing, surn.-' 
mary panegyric of Pelopidas.

    
 



T  456 .X

C H A P T E R  X X V I I I

Affairs of G reece, from the Failure of the Attempt to esfahlish 
the Supremacy of T hebes over the Grecian- Republics, 
through the Support of P ersia, till the Depression together of 
the A ristoCratical and D emocratic,al Interests, an  ̂ the 
Dissolution ,of the antient System of Grecian Confedebac y, 
through the Event of; the Battle of Ma NT in El a.

S E  C  T  I  O  N  I .

Difficult citcumstances. of the Thehan administratibh. Affairs of 
Achaia: Advantageous constitution of Achaia, and advantageous 
character of its people; Interfcrente of Thebes : Generous policy of 
Dpameinondas: Impolitic iUiberality of the Theban Corfederacy. 
Miseries, virtues, and injoyvnents of the people of the smaller rs\ 
publics, e.vemplified in the history of Phlius. - .

T F  -we refuse to  Thebes the c red it o f  a  g lo r v  genu ine and pure, fo r  

her first successful s tru gg le  aga inst the ty ran n y  o f  EacedEeipon, 

w e have Epameinondas h im self w ith  us, who Would take no part.-in 

the revolu tion , t ill the business o f  consp iracy ,. treachery, and assassi

nation  were over, and the affair cam e in to  the hands o f  the people at 

large, read y ffo r  leaders, and w an tin g  them. W e  m ay  have m ore diffi

cu lty  to  d ec id e .u p on  the m erit or dem erit o f  th a t obstinacy, w ith 

which the Thebans afterw ard persisted in  asserting d om in ion  over the 

c ities  o f  Boeotia, and thus d en y in g  peace to  G reece, when proposed 

upon a cond ition  w h ich  m igh t seem, ou' first v iew , a l l  th a t true 

G rec ian  patriotism  could desire, universal independency . For where 

was to  be found the sanction o f  that peace ? U n fo r tu n a te ly  the efficacy 

o f  any grea t interest, pervad ing the country, Avas overborne and lost 

. - - . - * "  in
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in the. nniltitude^ of narrow, yet pressing interests, -of parties and of • 
individuals, dividing every little cpminunity. No sooner would the, 

.independency of the Boeotian towns have been established, than a revo
lution would have been made, dr attempted, in every one of them.
The friends of Thebes once overpowered, &nd the fviepds of Laced$mon 
prevailing' among those towns, how long might Thebes itself haye been 
secure against a second subjection to tacedasmon, more grievous than 
the former? As. far'then as these considerations may apologize for the 
refusal of accession to the treaty of Athens, so far it may also justify 
the Persian embassy; tho scarcely the haughtiness, which supcess in 
thafnegotiatlon seems to, have inspired. But what should have been 
the fiirther conduct o f Thebes,-, to secure her own quiet, without 
interfering in the affairs of surrounding States, or how to insure quiet 
among those states  ̂ without the possession and the use of power to 
controll them, is not so easy to deternyne. For the business, of the 
honest statesman, amid the seldom failing, contention of factions 
within, and the-ambition of interested neighbors without, is not so 

^easy and obvious as presumptuous ignorance js commonly ready to 
suppose, a,nd informed knavery often, with interested purposes, to, 
affirm. How ill Greeqe w'as at this time prepared for internal quiet, 
what folloirs will but concur, wdth all that has preceebd o f its history, 
to show. . '

A c h a i a  was more divided, hUd. perhaps more equally divided, into 
little village-republics, without a preponderatiug^town, than any other 
j>rovince of Peloponnesus. Hence, i f  %its people were not among 
themselves quieter and happier, yet their disturbances, less expanding 
among their neighbors, less attracted the notice of historians. While 
the Lacedsemonian influence-prevailed in Peloponnesus, the littleAchaian 
states w'ere mostly aristocratical republics. In the preponderance ac«* 12. s s

quired by Athens, under the.successive able and liberal administrations of this
o f  Themistocles, Aristeides^ Cimon, and Petioles, support.from that 
imperial democracy made the democratical the ruling party in Achaia, 
and brought Achaia into dependence upon Athens.. By the conditions,' 
afterward, -of the Thirty-years truce, to which the combjnation of 
enemies and defection o f subjects .compelled tire Athenians to submit, 

v o i , . i n .  '  ̂ . 3 N  air
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all interference o f Athens .hsin-g forbidden, ■ &rist,ocraoy and the.Lace- 
daemonian interest revived togetbex. They were hpwever not so coint^ 
pletely restored, but that, when, the Peloponnesian war broke out, 
Pellene alone joining the general confederacy of the Peloponnesian 
states against Athens,, the rest o f the Acbaiari towns maintained a. 
neutrality,, till .the destructive defeat'nf the Athenians in Sicily gave a, 
decided preponderance to LaCedremon. '

From, that time Achaia seems to haveLremained. moderately quiet, 
under aristocratical, or perhaps a niixed governreent: for there seems, 
ground for supposing that a better connection between the-higher and. 
lower ranks of c i t i z e n s , t r u e r  aristocracy,- Avith less of oligarcliy," 
ydietjier from advantage of- law, or o f  custqnr'and circumstances, was- 
established among tire little tOAvns-of Achaia, tlian in most other parts, 
of Greece'h’ The general character o f the Ahbaians, for probity,- at 
the same time, stood singularjy -high among, the Greeks, Avhile their..> 
power.was invidious to none ; insomuch.that, after the battle o f  Leuctra, 
.the Lf^cediumbnian and Theban governments agreed to» refer a matter, 
in dispute (what it was we are uninformed) to, their arbitration.* In, 
the war between Thebes and, Lac^drefflon, as. far as. we have yet; traced' 
it, they seem to have maintained an-exact neutrality; except that, in. 

Xenl Hel. the extreme danger o f Sparta .itself, in the invasion of; Laconia, under, 
s.29/'^' Epameinondas, the Pellenians, always more attaghed than the.rest. to.
Thiicyd. 1.2. the Lacedzemonian interest, sent their rfite of - assistance to-Their dis-
c. 9. . ■ , ■ ■ ,

Polyb. i. 2. 
p. 127.

* Pplybivis says that tte merit pf, the 
AiChaiaii laws, as they stood in- liis age, ’ 
was, derived.from.times of.greatantiquity; 
-(Polyp. Hist. 1. 2 .) which might be believed 
on less authority than thatof Polybias, be
cause it is not common for.a system, totally." 
newi,. to,acquire,stability and Sourish at Qpĉ , 
|ilje the Achaiar), in the time.'ofjts, confe
deracy. He calls the-Achaian governments 
damocrati'eal; rneaning, probably.-no more. 
tha%tbat,they.hacl a mixture, of.deniocpacy, 
sufficient, to insure-isonojny, equal law, to 
-the Many: for Xenophoii clearly informs us 
that.by.the old constitutjona,oftAe.Ash»î A.

towns,.preserve's to hiatime, (Heh I.-/.'c. 1.- 
S..32.) ithe..wea!thier.a8d, higherrpepple held 
the.principal.share,in the government. But, 
it;appears evident that Polybius, -with cer- 

ttainly the best opportunities o'f information, 
eppld.learn.litUe ofthe,iiisto);y, of, Achaia; 
So that," what, we,, gain from, Herodotus,. 
Thucydides, and Xenophon, may be cpri- 
stdered as everything most material of what 
whs .known to. .antiquity, till, that brighbpe- ’ 
fiod, whipli.hqheof tbos.e writers lived tosee, 
but which fell directly under tlm view of 
Polybius, and-of 'which'his detail is of higb 
v^ae.;;
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tressed friends. But tlie elevation of a new patron-for democracy, 
preponderant among the, jjoWers ,of Greece,- not-by‘sea, as Athens for- 
meHy, but by land, and which, as experience had'shown, could extend 
its arm with effect into Peloponnesus, appears to have excited new 
•ambition''in the democratical leaders; for'even among the Achaians 
parties existed. . The'>democraticaf party in Achaia communicated 
-with Thebes; and the Theban leaders, in the dUemma in which their 
failure in the late congress hac] left them, received the communication 
with eager dtt^ntion. Disappointed, and,.in- some degree, disgraced, in 
the eyes of all Greece, here, appeared at point which the exertion <Jf 
the confederacy might'be directed, with the plausible pretence of sup
porting the democratical cause; and the cause of Grecian independency, 
by deliverydg Achaia from subjeptibn to Lacedmmon. In the want of 

-such > an object, or in the neglect of it, tljeir influence over the 
confederacy Avould risk a rapid decay., The establishment, then, of xen. Hel. 
their influence in Achaia, would form a* check, whieh; they greatly 
desired, upon the nê y refractoriness o f some of their Peloponnesian Diod. i.is. 
allies, especially the Areadians. It tvas therefore resolved, at Thebes, »
'that the afmy of the Qonfederacy shoold’ march into Achaia, and Epa- oi. los.f. 
meinOndas'^Vas appointed to the eommand. '•• J>odw.

On the other ’side, to prevent this' expect^ invasion of Peloponnesus, 
the passes of mount Orieion, On the isthmus, were occupied by two 

'bodifes of troops; one under a. Lacedaemonian, the othen -under an 
Athenian officer: but the allianees-of'Tliebes, ndthin the,peninsula, 
afforded opportutiities for fdhdering sueh. precaution warn* In conse
quence o f negligence, at.least attributed to both the commanders, the 
Argian geiieral, Peisiaa, 'found’meanS‘ to establish two thousand men 
on a commanding height, which inabled Epameinondas to enter PelOt- 
■ ponnesus without material molestation. . He war.qhiOkly;joined.by.tho 1..7 * c. i. 
Peloponnesian allies, and all together directed their march toward 
Achaia.- , » '
• 'Meaiiwhile the principal men'Of that country, -after deUberation on

s. so.

“ Dodwell gives the Achkian'husinê  to going forward about the same tini,e, occupy- 
the year sGt), and the Pbliasian'td thepre- irfg part of both" yearrs. '
•ceding year, 367. They seem to. have'been

•» X g '
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Djod. 1. J5. 
, Piiit, vit. 
Pelopid.

Diod. 1. 15. 
Plut. vit. 
Pelopid.

Xen.Hel. 
1. 7- c . 1. 
s. '31.
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their c ritica l circurhstanccs, reso lved i instead o f  e ith er attem pting a 

ra in  resistance, Or betak ing them selves to  th e 'w re tc lie d  resource o f  

flight,* to  trust the libera l character o f  Epanieinondas, and meet him 

•with a  declaration  o f  th e if jead ln ess  to  com m it th e ir  fortune into, his 

hands. H e. d id  n o t decfeive th e ir opin ion o f  h im : E x e r t in g  his ia^ 

flu ence,. and perhaps ' s tretch ing  his Vowe*? he p-reyented banishment, • 

y e t preserved the Constitutibh o f  eve ry  c ity  in v io la te ; and, on ly re

qu iring p ledges that . th ey  # o u ld  be fa ith fu l to  the T h eb an  con fede

racy, and fo llo w  imarms wheresoever the Thebans should lead, he con

ducted* his arm y hom e h ‘ ‘

• PelopidaSi w e are told,- so held  h is-in terest w ith  the Theban people, 

that, Trom' th e  expulsion o f  the Eacedmmonians, t i l l  hjs death, he, was 

constantly in  t lie  o ffic e  o f  Be&otarc, b y  yearly  e k c t io m  magna- 

nirriity and s teddy virtue o f  Epam einohdas cou ld  n o t-s o  conde

scend to  popular fo l ly  and deprav ity , as to  hold, p op u la r-favor, or 

even to  avo id  Vometimes - d isgrace, a t least W ith . th a t occasional 

m a jority  O f the multitude, wh ich  w ie lded , in the m om ent, the absolute 

sovereiu ty o f  Thebes.' H is  iod illgen ce  tow ard the principal fam ilies o f  

Achaia, h igh ly  'd isappoititing t© th e ir  opponents, w h o  had depended* 

upon succeed ing td  the honors, and p ro fit in g  from  the estates, o f  fu g i

tives, was unsatisfactory to the h igh  dem ocratical p a rty j throughortt; 

the con federacy. T h e  Arcadiams especially, predisposed to  blam e, the 

measures o f  Theba.n councils, jo in ed  w ith  the Achaian  ,malcontents in 

com plain ing a lo u d ,, ‘ that .the in tem st: o f  LftCedsethon, rather than . o f  

‘  th e ir  own con federacy, was considered in th e,settlem en t o f  Achaia>’ 

Clamor, from  w ithou t so assisting party w ith in  Thebes,, th e  in te res t o f  

Epamcinondas d id  n o t  suffice fo r  the support o f  liis ow n  measure., T h e  

T lieban  people, c a llin g  thernselves cbampiotts o f  J:he lib erty  o f  G reece, 

decreed, tlia t regu lators should be-sen t do A cha ian  c i  tins* U n der

* The Story is told In the original.in these 
w o r t j s y  t(3«

I* 0 'S.lKajit.tuutici.f, wrt
^ v y a h v a -td  T tu f  tege tr'irfH ) f i i r i  «r«XiTtie,'j(»iT«r3* 

W * *" *  n r » g »  T u J i A x , a i m ,  n

lea} tvri> ( t ix a h , " 't have -
ehdevored to give a faifiiful ipterpcetatioa 
of this passage in the. text. A ffiieer version, 
without dilating ifirsome parts, could scarcely 
■ be made .at k® tame tiitâ  faithful and in>- 

dble.
- " th e
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the superintenclancd o f  t lie  regulators, the "M any dro\% the principal 

men o f  every  A cha ian  toAvn in to banishment, and changed the go verm  

merits to  pure d em o cra cy ,, ,

I t  spoil appeared th a t the measure- o f  Eparaeinondas had Jieen a 

m easure o f  true ■policy, n o t  less-than o f  ju s tic e  and h u m a n ity ; and 

th a t the popular measure superseding i t  rvas as Unprofitable as tyranni

ca l;-  d isadvantageous to Thebes, to  th e  con federacy at large, and, in 

th e  end, “still m ore to  the M a n y  in th e  A ch a ian  towns, Avhose-benefit 

was m ore p articu larly  its-pretended ob ject. T h e  exiles w ere numerous,' 

and held  still some inBuence in. every  tow n. U n itin g , and d irecting 

th ^ r  w hole fo rce  aga inst each separately/ they recovered  all. N o  

lo n g e r  then m oderate; as before, in their politics, they in gaged  warm ly 

in  th e  LacedEeinonian in terest. W h a t their-: dom estic adversaries 'slif* 

-fe'red, the historian has n o t in form ed us ; b u t he says that considerable' 

in con ven ience fo llo w ed  to. the A rca d ia n s ; annoyed now, on their 

•northern border, b y  the a c tiv e  and zealous enm ity o f  A cba ia , w h ile  on  

th e  southern they were.pressed, dr con stan tly  threatened, b y  the force 

o f  Lacedffim oii'h  , ,

U n d er  these cireumstanhes the Aebniahs. ow ed  th e ir  security princi- 

-pa liy  to  the troubles in  n d igboring states, in gag in g : the atten tion  o f  

T iieb es , and em ploy in g  the rearms o f  her Peloponnesian allies. The 

s itu a tion  o f  Pheius, bordering on A rca d ia  and Argo lis , and in  the road 

f r o m 'th e  isthmus to  Lacedeeraon, m ade th e  acqpisitidn o f  that, litt le  

c ity  m uch an ob ject fo r  the con federacy. I t  was not the less so on account 

o f  the rem aihahie f id e lity  w ith  which, since the last revolu tion , when 

D e lph ion  fled, its ' peop le had adhered, under a ll fortunes, to  their 

xugagem ents w ith  Laeeda;m on, and o f  th e  sp irit,an d  success w ith  

Avhich, .on m any t r y in g  occasions, th ey had exerted themselves, as w ell 

in  support o f  th e ir  allies, .as in  defence o f  •themselves, T h e ir  zealous

♦  I bave been the*inore desirous that tĥ  
learned reader should have ready oppor
tunity i o  judge of the faithfulness of my 
interpretation of llie-passage of Xenogbon,' 
given in the preceding, note, because, f  
think, that passage, with its sequel,* does 

• altogether singular credit botii to Xenophoh*

and to Epameinondas j insomuch that, I 
will own, I -doubt i.f tbe’labored panegyric 
of Plutarch, were his liCe of Epaiijfiifiondas. 
extant, 'would so strongly paint the re'al 
merit' of bis liAp, to the penetrating and 
judicious* as this simple and coiopressedt 
narrative from-a politicoil enemy..
, : ' a c tiv ity .
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• a c tiv ity , in  the Extreme danger • o f 'Sj)arta, 'When in vaded  b yE p am ei- 

nondaS) was w arm ly a ck n ow leged ib y  theEaeedEemonians. ^In revenge, 

on the other hand, / o r  this, the A rg ians, in retu rn ing  from  that expedi

tion, (gree ted  the-usual ravage o f 'G r e c ia n  .‘ailn ies particu larly against 

Phliasia. T h e  Ph lias jan s,'U tterly  unequal to  m eet them  in .the field, 

nevertheless, w ith  on ly  s ix ty  horse, pursuing them , so eom pletely 

routed the. rear-guaird as to 'raise *their trophy,, in  s ig h t  o f  the Argian  

army. _  . • * . . *

I t  was the com m on misfortune' O f T h l iu i  as We ha'i^e heretofore seen, 

w ith  alnios| a l l  G recian  republic;^, and th e  unavoidab le consequence o f  

sedition a^d revo lu tion , to  have em igran t c itizens \m ore'veh em en tly ' 

in im ical than any strangers. T h e  m iscrahle in security  o ffth ose  little  

republics is s tron g ly  ttfarked ig w h a t  the GOtemporary histGrian proceeds 

to  relate. W hile^the Thebans w ere the second tim e in ya d in g  Pelopon 

nesus, th e  E leians and Arcadians, m atch in g  th rou gh  N e m e a .to  jo in  

them, w ere persuaded by  the Ph liasian  exiles ,,that th e  appearance on ly  

o f  su p p ort' from  the arm y w ou ld  inable. thein to  recover their c ity. 

Th oO x iles  and others, a ccord in g ly , to  the num ber o f  s ix  hundred, pre

pared w ith  sca ling ladders,* a rr ived ,' b y  n igh t, 'under the very  walls o f  

P lilius, undiscovered, and w aited  there. T h e  m arch  o f  the supporting 

army, how ever. Was obsetvetj frotn^att'eaitpost a t T ricr^n om , and in d i- • 

ra te d  in  those in  tbe c ity  by  signals. B u t in  the c ity  were some Who 

held  in te llig en ce  w ith 'th e  exiles. These hastened to  g iv e  the concerted 

token fo r  s c a lin g ; an'd the citadel, ill-guarded. Was taken  alm ost w ithout 

resistance. A la rm  rapid ly pervaded  dhe tow fi,/and th e  people ran Lto 

arms.. T h e  exiles, h op in g  to p ro fit  from  the f ir s t ' confusion, sallied 

from  the c itad e l in to tlie  town- T h e y  w ere h ow ever repulsed, and, as 

they retreated again in to the'•citadel, -the pUrstiefs enteted  w ith  them. 

B lit the E leian , A rcad ian , and A rg ia n  forces 'had b y  this tim e sur

rounded the tow n, and proceeded im m ed iate ly  to  Scale the w^lls. The 

th reaten ing hprrors o f  a storni seem ed now  beyon d 'th e  Strength o f  those 

w ith in  to  avert j  hut, by a series o f  exortions, the m os t spirited, perse- 

'vering,-and w ell-d irected , th cy-a t len g th  repulsed th e  assailants in every 

d irection . W ith o u t rem ission then, ap p ly in g  th e ir  w hole strength 

to  th e . recovery  o f  their citadel, th ey  e fiected  i t . ' T h is  was no sooner 

4 ' ' done,
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done, tiian  their cava lry  .bold ly sallied. Thd* Cnemy, bafflecT in  all 

points, and probably w eak in cavalry, w ere so fearfu l ofi the threatened 

a lin oyance to  their retreat, that, Jn their haste,*!they le ft  their ladders, 

th e ir  slain, and even  som e iWounded; m ostly  those lam ed b y  leap ing 

.from  the walls. E xtrem e dan ger,,th u s 'fo rtu n a te ly , qu ick ly, and fo r  

the. m om en t'com p le te ly , surmounted, produced emotions, am ong the 

Ph lias ian «, stronger than,perhaps, any know n  in  the inore generous 

w arfare  o f  modern ages p unless where, recently, France has gone 

b eyon d  all antient exam p le  in  illib era lity  and ferocity . T h e  spectacle, 

i t  appears, was strik ing, even  in  those d a y s ; the men shaking hands 

w ljile  th ey  circu lated  con gra tu la tion s ; th e  w om en busy w ith  cups, 

m in is te r in g  to  th e ir refreshm ent, and shedding tears o f  joy^‘ and at 

len g th  ( i f  i t  m ay be a llow ed  sp littera lly  to  translate the strong expres

s ion ) a ll actually seized w ith  a ,w eep ing laughter h 

’ In  the fo llow in gy .ea r theU n ited  fo.rces 'of A rcad ia  and Argqs invaded, 

Ph liasia , to  revenge their, d e fea t b y  ra vage  o f  the country, and not- 

Avithout hope o f  so, distressing; the toA\m as, to  reduce i t  to capitulate*.

* T h e  lo n g  and se\*erh-pressure, o f  a, strong* dem ocratica l party, seems to 

h ave  u rged  the-aristocratica l Ph lias ianstp  cu ltiva te  the cavalry serv ice ; 

so.that, am ong th e  Pefoponnesians, th ey  appear,to have exce lled  in i f  

A  sm all b od y  o f  A then ian  horse had jo in ed  the Ph lias ian ; 'and together, 

supported  b y  a small chosen body o f  foo t, th ey  attacked the A rg ians 

and A rcad ians, broken ii i  •crossing a r iver, and .Avith such success as 

considerab ly  to  check  the intended Avaste o f  thejr fields.

But-the unfortunate, Phliasians, after the Thebank became masters of 
Acbaia, Avere so surrounded by, enemies  ̂ that all theit: energy» and all, 
their success could,not inable thenivto,,procure subsistence from theh: 
fields. Yet they still .persevered, and,stijl Avere .successful The-Theban.-) 
commander in Achaia entered their country at. the head of" his. oavu* 
troops, Avifch.the force, o,f, SicyQn,and. Pellene,; strengthened• with tAVO 
thousand mercenaries. The. Phliasians, fijnding opportunity to attack, 
the Sicyonians, and PellenianSr separately, defeated , tlietp with such 
slaughter, that.the expedition- was^pursued, no farther., Xenophon has

' ' ■ *•
* Js T6V5 J'* iojf'A Xsn. Hel, 1.7. c.;2.
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thou gh t it  a m atter fo r particular n o tice  and w a rm  eu logy , th a ta  Peile- 

nian,. connected  by public hosp ita ltty w ith  Phlius, Being made prisoner, 

was,released w ithou t ransom.; th o  the wants and po\mrty o f  tbe Phlia- 

sians were at that tim e pressingi D ep rived  o f  the produce o f  their own 

lands, they fou nd  means to  obta in  occasional su pp lies ; sometimes by 

rapine from  th e ir  enemies, som etim es b y  purchase, from  Corinth,; but 

both  through m any difficulties and dangers : .w ith  d iff icu lty  raising the 

price fo r  th e ir purchases; som etim es b y  co llec tion  am on g  themselves, 

sometinres b y  b o rrow in g ; and th e n ,o n  account o f  the peril o f  the con

voy , w ith  d ifficu lty  find ing p ledges, even  fo r  th e  necessary beasts o f  

‘ burthen. . . '

In  extrem e'd istfesS , a t length , th ey  were so fortunate as to  obtain  

th e  assistance-of th e  A then ian  genera l Chares, com m an d ing a body 

o f  mercenaries at C orin th *. B eydhd  the d irec t jin e  o f  his commission, 

he jo in ed  them in p ro tecting  a cpn voy . W ith  such an au x iliary  force, 

they arrived a t Phlius unopposed; and then th ey  requested Chares to 

g iv e  them  his farther, protection  in  ca rry in g  their nseless mouths to  

P etlen e : fo r  already th e  revo lu tion  in  A ch a ia  had taken place, which 

restored th e  govern m en t o f  that l it t le  c ity  to  the p arty  w ith  which the 

Phliasians had o ld  and in tim ate connection . H e  consented, and they 

arrived  there also unniolested. T h e  m arket o f  a p lace  so friend ly, and 

w ith  wh ich  t lie y  had not, fo r  a lo n g  tim e, been ab le t o  communicate, 

ingaged  th e ir  attention . T h e y  k n e w  that> i f  th ey incum bered them

selves w ith  a con voy , th ey  should Certainly be a ttacked  in  their return. 

N evertheless th ey  p rovided  them selves,to the u tm ost tha t their, credit, 

and the Pellen ian  stores, w ou ld  inab le th em ; and, Chares still g iv in g  

his w ill in g  assistance, the^ fo u g h t their way. hom e successfully, and 

.‘ carried' in  th e ir c on voy  und lm in ished .' Th is  seems to  have been that 

action  o f  the N en iean  glen* in  w h ich , as we shall find occasion to 

observe hereafter, c red it was earned by  dEschines, am A then ian  youth, 

afterward o f  so .much ce leb rity  as an orator.

T h e  small population o f  Ph liu s; o r  the Small num ber o f  those whom 

the ru ling p a rty  cou ld trust w ith  arms,, litt le  a llow ed  reliefs in these

Siftvs) s.20. and -s. 2l.

arduous
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arduous duties. But their activity supplied the Avaijt of number. They 
had scarcely taken a fev  ̂hours- rest by daylight, after a night of great 
fatigue, Vr'hen they-proposed to Chares a; neir enterprize. To check 
their convoys in future, equally from .Corinth and Pellene, and to 
extend waste over their territory with more safety, more certainty, and 
more constancy, the enemy were fortifying a post at Thyamia, on the 
Phliasian border against SIcyonia. Chares consenting, they moved so 
as, by a rapid march', to reach the place a little before-sunset; and they 
found equally the workmen and the protecting force, in the cotempo- 

,rary historian’s description, some cooking, some baking, some preparing 
their beds : -all completely surprized, all instantly fled. The Phtiasians 
and their allies then profited from the preparation.made. Hasdng sta
tioned.their guards, they supped, made libations, as thanks-ofiTerings 
for their success, sang tire p®an of victory, and went to rest. Imme
diately, however, as their success was ascertained, they sent a messenger 
to Corinth‘with the news ; and the  ̂Corinthian admiiiistration, not 
waiting for daylight, hastened, with the most friendly zeal, to press 
carriages and dispatch them, laden with provisions, to Phlius. Mean
while the indefatigable Phliasians ^plied themselves diligently to com
plete the fortification o f  Thyamia^ and thus made that, intended for 
their annoytace and destruetion, a post for protecting their territory  ̂
and securing the communication with Corinth. Convoys passed then 
daily, and Phlius was abundantly supplied, - •

The testimony of Xenophon, which he has had evident pleasure in 
giving, .to the inerits o f the Phliasians, will deserve our credit, tho he 
was. their political partizan; yet the sincerity of history will require our 

-recollection, that a very strong intetest; Supported by very strong pre
judices, and by the remembrance of past sufferings, bound the Phliasians 
to the line of conduct by which they earned so'much .honor, instigated 
their activity^ and in a manner compelled them to firmness. About 
seven and twenty years.had passed since the party, how ruling Phlius, 
then suffering in exile, vainly petitioned. Lacedsemo.n for assistance 
toward their restoration. N ot tilPnear ten years after, finding a more 
favorable opportunity, they had succeeded so far as to obtain, through 
the influence of Lacedmmoh, readmission to jesidence in the city,' and 

■ Foe. III. 3 O a promise
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a prom ise o f  restoration o f  their p roperty . - B u t  th a t prom ise was not 

fu lfille d : ju s tice  was denied them  b y  their, fe llo w c it iz e n s ; their resi

dence was h igh ly -u n easy 'an d  precariou s; some were com pelled  to a 

second f l ig h t ;  and it  cost Lacedasniou a troublesom e w ar to  g iv e  them 

com plete reestablishment.- W hen  th is was effected , the m ost active o f  

the dem ocratica l party, or those who, w it li th e  w a tch fu l Delphion,. 

escaped death, to o k  their, turn in  fligh t. U n d er such circumstances,, 

w ith  the Theban, con federacy triumphant, there cou ld be no hope o f  

peace fo r those w ho held the c ity , w ithou t the cond ition , tha t th e  

dem ocratica l exiles should be restored ; whence w ou ld  fo llo w  the pre

dom inance o f  the dem ocratica l party, under the patronage o f  a deinoT 

cratical c on fed eracy ; and w hat w ou ld  then be the situation  o f  its 

politica l opponents is obvious to  con jecture.; B u t X enophon , in the 

course o f  his lo n g  observation  o f  the troubles o f  .Greece, w ou ld  have 

had frequent occasion  to  see that a ll men, s ing le  o r  in  body, are not 

capable o f  that firm  perseverance, and ac tive  exertion,, w h ich  their ow n  

interest, in  d ifficu lt and dangerous circumstanGes, m ay requ ire  ;  aud that 

those who fa in t, in  pursuit o f  their ow n  good , m ay appear unfaith fu l to  

their friends, w ith ou t in tend ing in fid e lity . Thus,- w h ile  th ey  incur 

our blame, th ey  m ay also claim  our p ity . But hence he w ou ld  justly  

conclude, tha t m en w ho, am id th e  greatest d ifficu lties, apd  most 

threatening dangers, are true at th e  same tim e to  them selves and to 

their friends ; fa ilin g  in  n o th in g  th a t their ow n in terest, their ingage- 

nients to others, o r  a sense o f  justice , generosity, and honor dem ands; 

who, in short, in  honesty a c tiv e ly  pursue the best po licy , deserve 

adm iration and applause; and thus 'th e  Phliasians seem to  have earned 

his eu logy, w h ich  has perpetuated th e  renown, o f  th e ir  l i t t le  com m on.- 

wealth. , - ,

    
 



S e c t . II. A F F A I R S  O F  S I C Y O N . 457

S E C T I O N  II.  -

Affairs of Sicyon: Euphron tyrant of Sicyoyi: Liberal despotism of'. 
JEneas, general of Arcadia: Principles of Grecian Law of Nations 
and of Theban. Civil Jurisprudence,, illustrated: Public honors to 
the memory of Euphron,' '

D u r i n g  these transactions of the Phliasians, which, by ingaging 
the attention of the Theban confederacy, contributed to the quiet of 
Achaia, the affairs of Sicyon, more urging the attention of the Theban • 
government, had still more powerfully the same effect.' SicyOn, a 
Dorian state,- frequently at war with the more powerful Dorian state of 
Corinth, On its eastern border, contracted connections with the Achaian 
towns, its w-estern neighbors, such as to. produce a transfusio^i of the 
Achaian institutions into th e. Sic^^dnian government. A t the time 
o f  the battle of Leuctra, the Sicyonian constitution, after the Achaian Xen. Hei. 
model, was a balanced aristocracy. ■ While the Eacedasmonians yet 
held their full influence in Peloponnesus, Euphron, an able but unprin
cipled man, acting as their agent for the manageihent o f their interest 
in Sicyon, was first in power there; J>nt, in their inability afterward so 
to extend their views and exertions, Sicyon, yielding to the pressure 
o f circumstances, .became connected with the Theban confederacy, 
and Euphron lost his preeminence  ̂ Anxious, beyond all things, to 
regain it, and careless about the hpnesty of his means, he represented to 
the leading men of Argos and Arcadia, that, if  the families of property ,
Avere allowed to hold their rank‘ and influence, Sicyon would, on the ' 
first opportunity, become again the ally of Lacedmmon; but, were-de
mocracy established, it would be secured in its present connection; 
and, with due support from them, he would ingage that a simple 
•vote of the people should effect the change. The proposal, profligate 
as it was from Euphron, involving the ruin of those vyith whom he had 
been most connected, nevertheless suiting the views of the Argian and

3 O   ̂ ■ Arcadian

S.32.
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Arcadian leaders, they sent the support desired.- Euphron then con-, 
vened the Sicyonian people; and̂  in presence o f the Argiau'and 
Arcadian auxiliaries, Jie.proposed, and it was at once voted, ‘ that the 
‘ government should be changed to a democracy, with perfect equality 
‘ for all citizens.’ Election, finder awe o f  the same fbrein force, placed 
Euphron, with four others, at the head of the native military, and 
raised Adeas, son of Euphron, to tbe comn]and_sOf a .bodyofjnerce- 
narles in the republic's service. . , .

'These leading points being carried, Euphron proceeded presently to 
show bow much more glaring is the temptation, and how much readier 
the means, to become a, coniplete tyrant in a dcmociany, or~tinder- 

♦  denaocratical patronage, than jn^any other political circumstances. 
His mercenary army was to be his principal instrument. He directed 
his attention, therefore, first to secure its attachment, then to increase 
its numbers. . For hoth-purposes, the indispensable efficient w'as mopey.. 
To acquire money therefore he scrupled nothing. With command o f 
irioney, he trusted, that he could .find support in any measure. The 
public treasury ancf ordinary revenue .of the state' being very unequal te  
his need, be made no difficulty o f  risking, what generally excited 
violent popular indignation, to take the sacred treasures from the tem
ples, and convert to his use the revenues appropriated to sacred 
purposes. These being still, insufficient, he'had recourse to oppression 
o f individuals.. He incouraged accusations of. Eaconism, as attach
ment to the LacedEemonian party yvas termed, that party of whfch 
himself had beeri chief. Thus the property o f m any o f  the weah 
thiest families, through confiscation, came into his disposal. When, 
after a short hut rapid course of violences, by the attachment of depen
dents and the removal o f adversaties, he thought himself strong enough, 
he proceeded to direct his measures against those who ihight become 
rivals. Procuring the death of some o f his collegues, and the exile of 
others, he got all power into his own hands, .and becarue truly tyrapt 
ofSicyoh. During these .measures within-his own little state, he di
rected his attention ably, upon similar principles,, to the republics with 
'which it had political connection ;, and he obviated interference of the

confederacy,.
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confederg^cy, partly by-money, and partly by tbe ready and. effective '  
service of his troops, whenever and wherever rec^uifed^

Where a people had not, for a long time, 'experienced,'from a forein 
enemy; any severe pressure, or very alarming danger, democratical 
jealousy would sometimes pervade the niilitary system, aiid make all 
democratical; as among the Syracusans at the time of the , Athenian 
invasion of Sicily: but wherever'frequent wars have occurred, demo
cratical jealousy itself has soon felt the necessity of remitting its severity, 
so far as to allow, for military matters, some degree of monarchal 

•authority. The Arcadians, therefore, whose experience of war, while a 
divided people, was large, and whose union was effected during a war 
involving nearly all Greece, in forming their united governmerit, com
mitted the military establishment of their democratical townships, under 
the controul of their Numberless assembly, to_ the authority of one , 
commander-in-chief for the nation. .iEneas of Stymphalus, being raised Xen. HeL 
to that great office, saw, with a just indignation, the tyranny of Euphron; 
and, nothing forbidding an arbitrary use o f the ill-defiqed power with 
which he was vested, he resol ved to exert it for a generous purpose.
Leading the’ Arcadian army to Slcypn, where none resisted an ally in 
his high situation, he marched directly into the citadel. Imitating 
then the liberal policy o f Epameinondas, he called together the prin
cipal men in the town, and sent for all who,' without a regular sentence, 
had been forced or frightened into banishment. Apparently the incon- 
veniencies, resulting from the reversal o f tlie measures of Epameinondas 
in Achaia, had brought the narrow policy of his opponents into disre
pute, and ihabled the Arcadian general, with the concurrence pro
bably of Epameinoridas, to follow a more generous system. Euphron, 
therefore, .shrinking before him, had however resources,.in his abili
ties, and in hjs daring profligacy. Withdrawing.from the city, he 
communicated with the Corinthian government, and managed to in
troduce a LacedEemoniari garrison into the port of Sicyon. On the s.

* It were endless to point out aJl the se
veral circumstances of resemblance in the 
French, and in the worst times of some of 
the Greek republics; but almost the whole 
of this history of Euphron might seem, in

stead of having been written' two thousand
three hundred years ago, an account of
transactions (at, the time of first editing this
volume)- within the last.tliree years,
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jnerit of tliis service lie tlien founded an .endeyor"to apologize to the 
Laeedaimoniaa government for his past conduct, add to regain its 
confidence. But the Lacedaemonians, tho ready to profit from his 
■ services, wfere slow to ĝ ive him the credit he desirdd; and, in the mean 
time, new opportunity arose to invite the'attention o f his active' and 
versatile mind, hound by no .scruples.

The Arcadian general, apparently little a politician, satisfied with 
having expelled the tytaht, left the Sicyoniansio settle their own affairs ; 
not however in perfect indepeiidency.;'^for, to’ secure their fidelity to 
the confederacy, the command of their citadel (so the Theban autho
rity prevailed in Peloponhesus) was committed to a Theban harmost. 
But a cordial and lasting coalition, between the aristocratical and de- 
mocratical parties was seldom effected in a Grecian republic,, and did 
not take place in Sicypn. Their differences prevented measures for the 
recovery o f the port. ' Meanwhile Euphron, versed in the ways- of 
ingaging mercenary troops, procured some from Athens,-and then 
offered his assisfance to the demoeratical faction in Sicyon. That 
faction, tOAvhomthe liberality of iEneas and theleadingmenof the con
federacy,haffdenied that partial support,to Avhich they thought their demo- 
cratical merit intitled them, did not scruple to submit themselves again 
to so nnprincipled a leader. Euphron ivas received into the city, and 
the force he brought Avitli him sufficed to give his deraocraticalfriends, 
for the moment, a clear superiority over their oppouents. But thus, 
making the LacedremonianS again his'decided enemies, he. risked to 
incur the vengeance .also of the Theban'confederacy. Intrigue, and 
corruption Avere his-resources. Equally daring , and -ingenious in his 
profligacy, Avith the greatest force of money he" could collect, be Avent 
himself to Thebes. ' . .

g, 5̂  Those Sicyonians, Avho had been recalled from banishment by the
generoius despotism o f the Arcadian general, informed of Euphron's 
journey, and o f the preparation he had made for it, Avere in high alarm, 
fo  obviate the consequences, some of them Avent directly to Thebes. 
But'their alarm was greatly increased Avhen they saw hoAv aâcII Euphron 
was received, and to what intimate eoramunication admitted, by some 
of the Thebans.in poAver, la  the veheroehce o f their fear then, of 
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being again subjected 'to~his tyranny, they were ready to dare anything. 
Jn the citadel, while the council was sitting' there, and, apparently, 
without a prcftpect of making their escape, they assassinated liim. They 
were immediately apprehended, and carried before the. council, which 
was the principal,criminal tribunal of Thebes.

I t  cannot but be matter o f just curiosity to know what were the prin
ciples and practice of criminal law in Thebes, in the age of Epamei- 
nondas, when Thebes, after Athens and Lacedgemon, wns aspiring at 
the supremacy of Greece; and. the- picture preserved' to us, by the 
mdsterly hand of.the'cotemporafy historian, is highly curious. A prin
cipal magistrate delivered the charge against the assassins, thus

‘ Citizens, v̂e institute a capital accusation against these, men, for 
‘ the murder of Euphron. Unjust and impious deeds, which good mem 
‘ •avoid and abhor, even the wicked perpetrate, ,commonly, in 'sorne 
‘ anxiety for concealment; but the.,audaciousness and profligacy of 
‘ these men has been such, that, almost in presence of us the chief 
‘ magistrates, and o f you, to whom it belongs to absolve or condemn,, 
‘  they have , assumed to themselves to put a'man to death. I f  they 
‘ then escape capital punishment, what stranger will hereafter with any 
*■ confidence enter 5'our city ?. Where is the jurisdiction of ypur state,. 
‘ i f  any stranger is allowed, at Ms _ pleasure, to kill another, before it 
‘ is declared what has been the object of either, in coming hither?- 
‘ W e therefore pro-secute these men as offenders, in the highest degree,
‘ against divine and human laws, and singularly guilty of contempt of' 
‘ the jurisdiction of the state. It depends upoii. you, after hearing.
* them, to pronounce their doom.’

T h e Sicyonians denied the charge; except one, who, in taking the 
whole blame, boldly claimed merit for the deed: ‘ To contemn your 
‘ jurisdiction? Thebans,’ he said, ‘ for, one who knows he is at your 

mercy, is impossible. In what confidence, then,' I, killed this man,.
* I  will declare to y o u : I t  was, first, that I  thought it just; and then, that 
*• I  trusted you would judge of it justly.' For I knew that yourselves,
‘ when you arrested Archias and Hypates, for mimes similar To those 
‘ o f  Euphron, did not wait for the formality 5f a trial, but used the

means in your power for. inflicting instant punishment; holding,.
‘ that.
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‘ that men eminently wicked, notoriotisly traitors, and usurpers of 
‘ soverein authority, are condemned to death by the common sentence 

o f mankind.’
He proceeded then to state the crimes of Euphron against gods and 

men: stripping ihe temples ofSicyon, rich in dedicated gold and silver*: 
betraying the‘X.aced?ehionians, betraying the confederacy, tyrannising 
over his fellowcitizens, raising slaves to honorable situations, and, as 
his interest instigated, putting to death, banishing, or ruining by 
confiscation, the rVorthiest o f the people: ‘ after this,’ continued the 
accused, * introducing the Athenians, the'most determined o f  your
* enemies; with their Cooperation opposing your harmost in arms, and
* unable so to carry his purpose, finally coming here prepared with
* money,— Had be come in arms and I had killed him, you would have .
* thanked me. Coming then with money, to procure by, corruption 
‘ your f a v o r t h a t  he might again be master o f  our city, how for 
‘ striking the blow of justice against him,’ can yon justly con-. 
‘  demn me? The violence of an open enemy, injurious indeed, is not 
‘  necessarily unjust; , but bribery is intrinsically unjust, injurious, and
* disgracing.

I f  nevertheless, being my eqemy, Euphron had beeti yoUr friend, 
‘  1  Would hot pretend to justify killing him in jmur city : but sogrossly 
* a traitor as he was to you, how could he be m'dre my enemy than 
‘ yours? He came hither, it may said, freely. But i f  before he en-

* ‘ tered your territory, putting him to death would' have been raerito-
* rious, how, wheahe came with the purpose o f adding to his former
* crimes, can it be maintained that he has not suffejed justly ?. Where,
‘ -among the Greeks, are not traitors, deserters, and tyrants, held as 
‘ outlaws; rejected from divine protectioh, and out of all compact 
‘ with men'®? .

* Ayu9if/,»rec, - ;
® This may seeni a strong expression, for 

one in the prisoner’s Sitwation to use, b»t, 
it certainly does not go beyond the original, 
‘ 0(  o s  o ! ! i t ^ a i r x , s v u j j A n ( f  a { , r o v T o t i

hn̂ Sŝ uv. x-t.e.
Hoi' £^6(1' i oorohi i ot t  V

fuller explanation of. Jhe 'phrase
tlie reader, desirous of it, may see 

the fourth section of the fifteenth chapter of 
this History, toward the'conclusion; and 
for confirmation of that explanation, the 
fifth section of the twenty-third chapter, • 
toward the middle.

' * You
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‘ You have yourselves deoide4, by a deci:ee, tliat fugitives may be 
‘ apprehended, throughout the eonfederacy, and carried to their proper 
‘ city. Can it theii be contended, that the exile who returns, un> 
‘ authorized by a c.omthon decree of .the confederate states, may not
* justly be put to death ? I affirm thW, i f  you condemn me, you will 
‘ avenge the most injurious o f all your, enenues; and, on the coutrary,
* i f  you determine that I have done \yell, you will clearly participate 
 ̂ in justice, done to yoiirselvesi and to all your allies.’

W e have already had too many occasions to observe the familiarity, 
o f the Greeks with assassination: a crime jvliich the better policyj 
scarcely less than the better religion and morality, of modern'times, 
had taught utterly to abhor, till a singularly profligate faction in 
France,  ̂with the impudently mrogated title of philosophers, lately 
attempted to give new vogue to the atrocious baseness. I f  palUatibn 
can be for such a crime (for excuse cannot) it must arise from poht 
tical circumstances as unfortunate as those o f ‘Greece; among whose 
diminutive slates, eternally struggling for an ill-understood civil free
dom, and an impossible political independency, political difficulties 
were always existing, political necessities ofteii arising, which a 
state of extensive dominion, with large population, cannot know.. Tn 
phose.difficulties and necessities, apparently, should ,be attributed, in a 
great .degree, the striking imperfections of the Grecian, administration 
o f  justice. Political dangers were forever tpo closely pressing around, 
to allow a strict adherence to fixed law , and regular proceeding.  ̂ The 
little republic was continually in- circumstances, in which the senate of 
more powerful Rome would commit absolute authority to the consuls, 
by charging, them to guard against detriment to the commonwealth. 
It is obvious how political jnterests would be. likely to interfere with 
the judgement on the death of Euphron. Epameinondas himself, to 
support his system o f liberal policy toward the states ingaged, or likely 
to ingage, in the Theban confederacy, might find it necessary to 
concur, ‘if  not in declaring approbation o f the murder of Euphrop, yet 
in screening tfie assassin., Nevertheless we cannot without some wonder 
observe the extreme deficiency of principle, and confusion of prin
ciple ; both what could with advantage be applied to the regulation 
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« f tlie conduct o f independent statds to^vard each bther, a,tid wbat might 
direcfthe dispensation o f justice, •\yithin any state, to its own people, 
which are striking in these speeches repotted by Xenophon; speeches 
intended by him, i f  not for an exact representation o f what was actu
ally said by the petsons to whoih they are attributed, yet certainly for 
what was proper, or at least probable, to have been said. Avoiding 
however, as usual, to give any opinion o f his own upon the sutject, h6

. ‘ I *  4.

proceeds to state the result, ‘ that the Theban council declared  ̂EuphrOh 
‘ to have suffered justly.’ • ' ■ #

That there should remain, in SiCydn, men disposed to do, thhmemoiy. 
o f Euphron honor, those 'wlio have been‘accustonied to observe the 
Ways in which political party interest is put forward, will not be surr 
prized. I t  was the bhsiness of those, with whom,he had been princir 
|)ally connected,” to obviate the probable acquisition of ascendancy by 
the party which opposed hiln; and'it was with this vfew'that they held 
outEuphron to the people as the martyr o f the popular cause. They 
sent to Thebes, requesting his body, which Was not denied them ; they 
buried it  with public pomp, in the agora; which was among the highest 
hiarks o f  respect for deceased Worth; the general custom ofthe Oreeks, 
as of the Romans, forbidding burial within the walls of a town; and 
'they procured a ‘decree for lasting honors to his memory. What h^ 
passed in France, in our own time, will assist to make such transactions 
more readily and extensively intelligible, and to give means for a just 
estimate o f  the value o f such public honors. The cotemporary 
historian, eotomonly confining himself strictly to statement of fact,, 
makes this rOfieC îoh here: ‘ Thus’i 'h e  says, ‘ apparently most men 
* appreciate political tnerit, by their private advantages or sufferings, 

'resulting from political tneasures,’
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S E C T  I O N  III.

Affairs o f  Athens; Athenian exiles: Progress of change in Grecian 
* politics adverse to'Thehau'supremacy Alliance of Arcadia with 

Athens Insecurity o f person in Greece '.Alienation of Corinth fyont 
A thens: New pressure upon Ldcedcemon: Magnanimity o f  LacC" 
dcemon: Uprightness o f Corinth: Partial Peace :■ Injustice o f  
Argos. . ■ '

T he  affairs of Athens, from the restoration of the democracy, nowseveii- 
and thirty years ” , appear to have been administered with general pru
dence. The rarity of the mention o f them, in the cotemporary Athenian 
historian’s general account of Grecian affairs, implies that, cpmpared 
at least with other Grecian states, regularity and .quiet prevailed there.
The steddy support which the Athenian government gave to the falling 
power o f Lacedsemon, and the steddy yet moderate opposition to the 
new ambition of Thebes, "are positive indications.that the popular wiU 
was wisely guided, against antient prejudice, to the true interest of the 
commonwealth; and the preservation o f peace to the Attic territory,' 
while an enemy on its border threatened the most distant parts o f 
Gj,eece, and the acquisition'of new glory to the Athenian arms by ,supr 
porting the allies o f the commonwealth in Peloponnesus against such 
kn enemy, evince ability and energy in the. administration. Never
theless, under the Athenian consfltution, with the Athenian system of 
jurisprudence,' the Athenian law of .treason, and sycophancy flourishing, 
civil quiet could be ,but imperfect and precarious. Many Athenians 
accordingly were at this time suffering in exile; and so familiar, among Xen. Hel. 
the Grecian republics, was the flight or banishment of numerous bodies 
o f  citizens, that, when unattended with extreme violence, they seem 
to  have been thought scarcely matter for historical notice. Xenophon 
has mentioned the exiles but incidentally, leaf ing us wholly uninformed

From B.C.,403 to'Sfff. 
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of the time, tlie ’cause, and every circu'mstance o f this new schism, of 
the Athenian people; For the mdderri reader some informationpn the 
subject ;seems wanting, toward a clear understanding o f this part of 
Grecian history j and a collation o f the antient writers, from whom we 
have memorials o f the times, will futnish what may be useful.

/In the embassy from the principal Grecian states to the Rersian 
court, we have seen the Athenian minister, Titnocrates,' lending him> 
self to Felopidas; to put- forward the Thehan interest. TimocrateSj  ̂as 
the Stories reported o f him by Plutarch indicate,’ was a vain weak 
man, dazi l̂ed by the splOndor o f  the Persian cOurt, 'delighted with 
Asiatic pomp and luxury,, and fond of displaying presents, such as it 
remains yet the custom of Asiatic courts to make, tho at the risk o f  
exciting among his fellowcountrymenj , according to their different 
tempers and degrees o f information, suspicion, envy, or contempt. 
Formedj however, as he se ^ s  to .ha?4been,*to become the tool of the 
able Theban, yei it is-not likely that,/with a' collegue protesting 
against his conduct, lie could have been led so to coclperate with the man 
whom he Was paificularly conimissioned to oppose, i f  some old party- 
views had'not prepared him, ancT i f  the expectation o f support from a . 
party did not ihcourage him, FJe might however, very!possibly, both 
wander from the views, arid! miscaiculate the.strength, of bis party f 
whence, pa his rethm, Feon accusing him of neglecting^nd betraying 
the interests of the-commonwealth, he was brought to trial, condemned 
and executed. / . « - '

Tliere remained yet in Athens, as various passages o f  Lysias and 
Isocrates testify, a. relic’ of the oici - aristocrati cal party Pf the Fout- 
hundred. In the actual confusion theii of interests among the Grecian 
republics, while the Athenian democracy Was allied with the aristocra- 
tical confederacy of Lacedsemon, against the dempcraticarconfederacy 
o f Thebes, i f  the aristocratical opposition in Athens had communication; 
with the Theban leaders, the complication was hot/stranger than we 
have seen, in the course of the Peloponnesian war, ^during the peace 
between Athens arid Lacedsemon. But that the inherent tyranny of 
the Athenian democracy-pressed severely upon men o f property in ' 
general, is shbWn by thê  mos| unequivocal testimony o f  the' same

’ " great
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great orators, the ablest advocates o f the dernoeratical cause! A 
few leading men, as Isocrates complains, grew riclt frora the pubjid 
spoil; while, in the impossibility for any to live in ease and seo'urity, 
the city was filled with lamentation and complaint. The indigent 
multitude, living by the assemblies and the courts of justice, dehghted 
in accusations, prosecutions, and the whole busincHSS of sycophancy; 
incouraged by the men in power, who held their power from that mul- 
•titude; while men of property were so oppressed with arbitrary orders, 
sometimes for military‘service, sometiflies for civil office, frequently 
for contributions to the treasury, and, on any complaint of severity, 
vexed with demands for exchange of property,.that their condition was 
altogether more uneasy than that of men who,never possessed any-' ' 
thing.
■ This sketch of the state of Athens, given  ̂Jo the public in an oration 
addressed to the Athenian people, between twenty and thirty years after 
the time of which we are treating, but by one fifty years o f age, as it 
speaks of no new state- o f things, but rather o f inyeterate evilsj may 
account for the circumstance, that many Athenian citizens were, in 
exile. Those unfortunate men then combining, made themselves mas
ters o f the town and port of Ofopqs, in Attica, on the border of xen. HeL 
Boeotia. . Those who directed the administration of the commonwealth .̂4. 
were greatly,alarmed. Fearful'probably of disaffection, they ditj^not B c . ’ 366,. 
think it sufficient to^assemble-the whole force within Attica, to make 01. <103. f. 
war,upon the refugees, biit they sent for Chares, with the ttoops he 
commanded in Feloponnesus. This afforded an opportunity for the 
Sicyonians, which they-did not neglect. The force under Chares, and  ̂
the abilities and activity of the, Commander, had been the principal, 
support of the Lacedmmonian cause in the north of Feloponnesus. As 
soon as these were withdrawn, the Arcadians, no longer fearing for 
their own country, readily gave assistance requested by the Sicyonians, 
who thus presently recovered their port. Meanwhile the Athenians, 
unable to obtain any assistance from their allies, little cymfidefit in , 
their own means for attacking a fortified  ̂place, within ready reach of 
support from Thebes, and perhaps yet more fearful of a party within,

• than
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than of ati enemy without, Came to terms," which are remarkabl§ J j t  
was'agreed, that OrojpU '̂ghould be held by the Thebans, in trusty tilt 
the matters im dispute, Whether between the Athenians of the city and. 
the exiles, or'between the Athenian^and Theban gorernmehts, should 
he decided by a fair atbitration * > , , , , -

While the supremacy o f Greece was yielded, by general consent 
to Lacedaemon, of disputed only'by Athens, it, was scarcely possible 
for a citizeii o f any other state to acquire any considerable emiueneo 
in the nation. But tlie depression, successively o f Athens and Lace
daemon, made an opening, which Thebes had not so completely dhod : 
as to preclude competition On the contrary, the sudden and dotaljy 
unexpected eievationdf a new candidate for empire among the repgbjics* 
appears to have exeit^'Cniulation. Lyeomedes of Mantineia, a man of 
large and liberal 'f iewSi attentive to the circumstancesof thesurrounding 
states, obtained assurance that dissatisfaction was growing' among th© 
Athenians, In consequence of their not finding that ready return ofassist-, 
ante, to which they thought their exertions for their allies intitled thenn 
Tho Athens was still th© confederate and Arcadiathe enemy, of Lacbdse- 
mon, he conceived it possible that a conn«;tion might be formed between 
Arcadia and Athens, advantageous to bothj and perhaps extensively 
advantageous to Greece; 0 e  obtained a decree from the assembly of the 
Tenthou.s'and, Or the Numberless, authorizing negotiation for the pur* 
pose, and he resolved to b® himsplf the negotiator., The promos A  was 
received at Athens, not Without surprize ; and warmly exclaimed' 
against by many, as contrary to the existing ing%eraents.witb Lape- 
dsemon : but when it  was represented bow. greatly the connection of 
Arcadia with Athens would tend to obviate the interference of Thebes 
in' Peloponnesus, insomuch that it appeared to promise no less advan-

 ̂ ’ * To“s yASasaioif, »©e«-

rh  SJjian-sK, ’This passage
seems to toe to want sotoethmg,^ A ll  the 
translators have, agrepd to turn it nearly 
alike, none very intelligibly, ah3 none no
ticing a!ny difficulty. I  havejiOtraitcli. doubt 

----- 11

of the explanation I have ventured to give; 
'but I want the ■ information, a .want I have 
before had loccasion ,to' mention, what the 
JijMi could bb, which might be- reasonably. 
trusted for an equitable decision of a matter 
in dispute between, either two sindependent 
>Btates, or twb facti.ons of the .same,state..
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tage to the Lacedsiraioniaas th an ’to the’ Atliehians -thejnselyes, the 
objections mostly ceased, and a treaty o f aniance was concluded. It 

’ was stipulated that, i f  Arcadia should be attacked, Athens should send 
■ a body of cavalry 'to its assistance, - but that this aux.iliary force should 
not be bound to march with the Arcadians into Laconia, 1 

- Lycornedes, in returning from Athens, unfortunately landed at a 
port o f Peloponnesus which happened to be, at that time, full of 
Arcadian refugee's. His death is mentioned, by the cotemporary.his?-- 
torian, as what, in such circumstances, followed of coursei Tho we 
-cease to wonder at this, after observing the circumstances o f the death 
•ofEuphron, yet it is a remarkable instance, to add to so many-before 
occurring,-of the excessive deficiency of provision for personal Secunty 
in  Greece. The treaty with Athens survived ; but the views of the 
-able negotiator, how far of a noble patriotism, how far of selfisli 
ambition, his premature death has left uncertain mostly seeri> to have 
perished with him. To judge however from the scanty mention of him, 
by the historian, hispolitical adversary, Lycomedes, with the best ability 
'and the, best inclination, unless exception should be made for Epamei- 
nondas, seems to have beenhy far in the most favorable circumstances 
for extending ’peace arid good policy in Greece, of any mah,of his> 
■ time. .

After the death of Lycomedes, Grecian politics continaedj for’ some 
‘time, to hold the bent which he had principally given them ;; but the 
intuitive eye, w.atching all. points in-all the republics, and the ably 
guiding hand were wanting. Sobtt after the accommodation, so unex
pectedly effected between Athens..,, and Arcadia,, an indisereefc speech 

■ in the Athenian assembly alienated Corinth. The situation o f  Corinth, 
most advantageous in peace, was most unfortunate whenever .war was 
general in Greece. Its»teriitmy, the thorofare between the northetu 
and southern provinces, could not fail'to suflfef frequently, and to be 

' in danger akvays. ' A s the Grecian confederacies now stood, Corinth,, 
cut Off from Lacedmmon by the intervention of Arcadia, Eleia, 
Argolis, could receive-ready and effectual'support only from Athens; 
and thence bad been accustomed’so to rely upon Athenian auxiliaries, 
as to have incurred, uriâ yar!̂ Sj thfedanger of becoming dependent upon

Athens .̂
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 ̂ Athens. One o f those itnprudent orators, by Avhom, in the Grecian 
tleinecracies, the policy of wiser statesmen would be constantly liable 
to be frpstrated, speaking to the Athenian people, extolled the wisdom* 
o f the Arcadian alliance; and then proceeded to advise the,sovereia 
assembly, that its generals should' be instructed'to hold Corinth also 
safe for the Athenian people*’. This expression, reported at Corinth, 
ialarmed the Corinthians. Immediately exerting themselves to furnish 
sufficient garrisons o f their own people, they relieved the Athenian 
troops in all the stations within their territory.. Careful then to obviate' 
Just Complaint  ̂ they assembled them in the city', and proclaimed by the 
public heralds, that i f  any Athenian was aggrieved, he should give his 
name to the proper magistrate, and justice should be done him. In 
this conjuncture Chares arrived at Cenchrege with the Athenian fleet; 
and Xenophon’s cautious . account may give to suspect, that the 
Corinthians were not without reason jealous of the purpose. They 
thanked Chares for bis readiness to assist them, but refused to admit 
his. fleet into their port. T itlin g  then, with careful punctuality, all 
accounts with the Athenian troops, they dismissed them. Thus the 
commanding influence, which Athens had for aome tim e, held in 
Corinth, ceased.  ̂ v ; . ,

In thus guarding however; against treachery' from an ally, the 
Corihthiairs were aware that they were exposing themselves to the,com
mon enemy, to whom, on account o f the pass i t . commanded, their 
country was so great an object. * Their first resource Was to strengthen 
their -military AVi.th a force o f mercenaries, hOrse and foot; and this" 
sufficed, in the rnomeiit, trot only.to secure their own, but to inablc 

. them to extend annoyance into the hostile territories adjoining. Still 
They were aware that* if the force o f the Theban confederacy should be 
collected against them, without support from  ̂Athens,upon which they 
could no longer rely, they,m ust be overpowered. ; They maiiaged 
therefore, by private.communication, to sound the Thehap goyernment, 
and they had the satlsfliction to receive, in direct terms, incouragemept 
to send ministerp to Thebes, 'They requested’ to , be .allowed first,to

« siii S p rS Tw» Ainw'mr, ■
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com m u n ica te  w ith  th e ir  a llies; that those w h o  were desii'ous o f  peace 

m ig h t  be parties ; and to  th is,also the Thebans consented.

Then they sent mkiisters to Lacedremon. ‘ They wejre bound/.they Xen. Hel. 
said, ‘ by interest, by inclination, by old and. hereditary friendship, g g.
‘ as f̂ell as by oaths, to the Lacedasmoman alliance; to which they 
‘ ♦ should anxiously desire, to adhere, ifth e  LacedEemonians themselves 
‘ could show'how they might finally resist the confedefacy, ^vhichhad 
‘ been so long and so severely pressing upon them.' But, if ruin 
‘ threatened, not Corinth only, but Lacedgemon, tlien their.first wish 
‘ must be, that Lacedaemon would join them in making peace, upon 
‘ the best terms that could be.obtained; their second, that they might 
‘ be released from their obligations, so far as to be allowed, without 
‘ offence to gods or men, to make peace for themselves; and this they 
‘ desired, not for their own sakes pnly;  ̂but withThe consideration tiiat 
‘ their destruction would bring no benefit to their allies,. Whereas, if 
‘ preserved, they might still, on some future occasion, be useful to 
‘ Lacedaemon.’ The determination of the Lacedaemonians, i f  not 
prudent,- was generous. They not only allowed, but. advised 
Corinthians to make peace; and they declared, ‘ ‘ that those, of-their 9- 
‘ other allies, who were unwilling to continue the war, should be 
‘ released from their ing'Ugements to thefft : Rut, for themselves, leaving 
‘ the event to God, they would persevere in arms, and.never submit 
‘ to be deprived of Messenia, their inheritance received from'their 
‘ fathers.’ .. ' r .

T h e  C orin th ian  m inisters returning, , w ith  this answer, n egotia tion  s. lO.

Was im m ed ia te ly  opejned w ith  Thebes, ^Alliance defensive and ofFensive 

was proposed b y  the T h eb a n s ; bu t th is the Corinthians re fu sed ; it 

Avould be, they said, b u t a change o f  .war; their .object was a  just and 

perm anen t peace. A d m ir in g  th e ir resolution. Bays X enophon, under 

th e  dangers w h ic h  pressed them, to. refuse tak in g  a p a r t against their 

fr ien ds  and benefactors, the Thebans gran ted  their desire. Peace rvas 

mad.e w ith  them, in the name o f  fhe con federacy , upon cond ition  that 

b o th  parties should h o ld  th e ir antient territories, as before the war.

T h ese  term s were exten ded  to  the Ph liasians and Epidaurians;. and a ll 

parties sw ore to  the trea ty , w ith  the usual solemnities. T h e  Phliasians 

■ VoL. III. sQ  . '  then
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tlien immediately evacuated Thyamia in Sicyonia, expecting that Tii- 
c r a n u m i n  their own territory, then held by Phliasian, exiles,•under 
the protection o f Argos, should be restored to them. But the Argiatis, 
having ineftectually solicited the consent, o f the-Phliasian government 
for the exiles to retain the place, claimed it as a part Cf -Argolis, and 
placed a garrison o f their own troops in it. The Phliasians in vain 
called for that legal discussion, and judicial decision, o f which avC 

often hear between state and state in Greece, without any'satisfactory 
information what it was| but tbe\Afgians persevered in using the 
power they possessed to maintain the decision they had themselves 
already made. . ,

•  S E  C T I  O  N  I V .  ’

Considerations on which the conduct of Lacedcefnon was founded: 
Disposition of Athens: narrow views of the Grecian politicians: 
*Advantaĝ  o f the measures of Agesilqus: Progress of dissenmn 
among the Petoponnesiak confederates i f  Thebes: jTdr of Arcadia 
and Elis. Danger ( f  Thebes from sedition ;  cruelty of the Thebans. 
War of Thebes in Thessaly ; death of Pelopidas.

I n thus freely allowing their Peloponnesian allies to seek security 
by a separate treaty, and at the same time persevering, themselves 
in refusal to surrender Messenia, which Was the condition of peace 
xequiyed by the Theban confederacy, the Lacedtemonians were guided 
by a policy, certainly magnanimous, but perhaps not less wise and 
truly-prudent. In  the inahility of'^cedgemon to protect, the ob
ligations of. sacrifices and oaths would probably not have stood long 
.against the pressure of the Theban arms ; anil, in the mean time, a. 
forced service, tlio it may promote a prosperous, would not be likely 
to give any very efficacious support to a-falling cause. But, for them
selves, had' the Lacedtemomana yielded te »the requisition; of Thebes,.

^  The name is also found.written Tricranium and Triearanunii

had'

    
 



Sect.IV. GROUNDSor POLICYof the CONTENDING STATES.‘ • - -
had they purchased pisace by the surreuder o f half their territory, the 
relief would have been utterly precarious. • The argument, tho we are 
shocked with it, which Isocrate? has attributed to Archidamus, we 
must allow to be forcible ; that the establishment o f the Messeeians 
and Helots in freedom, in the neighborhood-of Lacedremon, rvould 
be the more dangerous and the more intolerable, as their former treat
ment had exceeded in severity that pf other slaves. . But threatened 
and distressed as Lacedrempn was, her sftiiation was less desperate 
than it  had. been. Peloponnesus had no-w some experienee o f the 
Theban- connection. Infinite civU disturbances had arisen; civil 
order, that might insure domestic quiet, had followed nowhere; and 
there was evidently nowhere any generaT satisfaction in any change 
which , it had produced. In Arcadia an avowed jealousy o f Thebes 
prevailed, and symptoms o f schism in the confederacy appeared in 
more than.one part. O f all the advantages, likely to result from these 
circumstances, Tacedremon would deprive herseilf, without any fair 
hope that submission would procure Tasting quiet.

Lacedmmon, moreover, was not yet without powerful allies. *The 
younger Dionysius, who had succeeded to his dpceas^'father^ situa
tion in Syracuse> Avas disposed to maintain Ids father’s ingagements. 
In  Athens, according to the cotemporary * Athenian Orator, Avithout 
any general disposition truly friendly to Laced^mon, there Avas, what 
might .ansAver the purpose for the Lacedasroonians, a disposition, in 
just attention to the interest o f Athens, to oppose the advancemept 
o f Thebes. The zealous advocate for universal peace among the 
Greeks, Isomates, was one o f the many Athenians who; sawĵ  AAdth 
anxiety, the avowed. ambition o f Thebes, supportM by grobving 
pawer, and conducted by consummate talents. His extahfbralion, in 
the form of a speech o f the-prince Archidamus, sou o f Agesilaus, 
to the Lacedtemonian assembly, has been really a .political pamflet, 
admirably adapted to its purpose ; Avhich Was, at the same time, to 
inoourage the Lacedmmonians in resistance to Thebes, to. confirm the 
Atheniaais in the Lacedsemonian connection, and to feconcile the 
Greeks, -in general, to the claim oT Lacedaemon to Ihe'tfrritoTy of 
Messenia, In that composition, Avhich has earned the particular com-

mendation

483-'

isocr. 
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mendation o f an elegant and judicious critic of the Augustan age, a 
deficiency; tbo frequently obvious among the Greek-political writers, 
is nevertheless striking and w'ortby of notice : fio principle of exten
sive welfarCj .no liberal view to the commoh gpbd of' Greece, is. put 
forward; but,, "on the contrary, the Lacedemonians are incouraged'in 
that narrow patrifitistn, whose great object was the exclusive power 
and happiness of their ov'ti commonwealth ; recommended however 
by the observation, thag, under-the acknowleged supremacy-of Lace- 
da;mon, civil order and general happiness' had beeii conspicuous in- 
Peloponnesus, and'almoatpeculi'ar to it;- whereas anarchy and discord, 
public evils and private*. niany and extreme, had followed the changer 
for the patronage o f Thebes.

■ The caution-of Xenophon, gnforced by his partiqular Circumstanees, 
has left us. very scanty information of the state of parties in Lacedaemonf 
during all-that disasterous period which followed the.return o f Agesilaus 
from Asia.- We gather, however,lhat Agesilaus could not always direct 
measures ; and sorae,,expre,ssions of Isocrates, imply that for some time 
he (hd not hold a  leading influenoe.  ̂ The Theban invasion seems to 
have restored=1t to-him. His ability then defended Spai'ta, his liberality- 
assisted to feed the auxiliaries,' for which the public treasury was un
equal; while the tsisfortunes; o f  the country were attributed to the 
mismanagementof'others, who had held thg uiinistry ; and the victmy, 
obtained afterward under' the command o f his son Archidamus, over 
the Pqlopoanesian. allies o f Thebes,> would tend powerfully to co'nfirm 
the renovated,power of his party. - ^

'Eyeht^ soon following, showed the justness o f  the.views', which 
decided Agesilaus apd his friends to advise perseverance in war, rather 
than;submission to humiliating â id oppressive terms, for a precarious 
peace.. By the separate treaty, the nominal strength of Lacedseiqon 
was indeed reduced,; but the aUies, whpsC cooperation was^Iost, were 
so exposed by situation, and so-Unequal, to their own defence, that it 
might be questioned ifitbeif security, in neutrality, was not more advan
tageous to. Lacedtemon, - than their cooperation, under the- perpcttial 
want of p^oteetipn; The need also of assistance from them war lessened! 
■ by the dissention growing between-the most powerful allies o f Thebes, 

I I  ' • .  ̂ those

    
 



Se c t . l y .  W A R  O F  A R C A D I A  A N D  E L I S .  485:

those who, "by local circumstanofe, most pressed uijoii LacedfenioiT. ,
When the season fo/action came on, the uaual succours arrived from B.C.305.’  ̂
Syracuse; the Lacedajmoniahs.assembled th&if forces, and, no.inten-Qp- 
tion occurring from the Theban confederacy,' they recbvered'the im- l 7 .’ c. 4 -̂ 
portant towiuof Sellasia;' which since the Theban invasion had been 
held by the revolters. ' , f  _ '  -

The first movements of the allies o f Thebes, in Peloponnesus, wei'e 
against oneanothef. In' Elis; at this'time gbve’rhed by the arisfOcra-' 
tical 2>arty, a democratical opposition was patronized by the Arcadians.'
Irritated anew by this, w hile‘anger at the,losssfef their dependetxcies in 
Triidiylia, through the violent interference of the Arcadians, was yet's- 
fresh, they resolved to recur to arms; ahd, attackingtheTriphyliantown 
o f Lasion, formerly theirs, bi;t n'QW'a tributary dependence of Arcadia,'' 
they made themselves masters of it. When passion urged the Elcian B. C. .365  ̂
aristocracy to a measure of violence, which appears to have been highly ‘ 
imprudent, we shall less wonder i f  the Arcadian Numberless assembly, 
no longer directed by“ the wisdbm o f LyComedes, gave way .also to 
passion; so that all consideratiph of the: .great interests, not of 
Greece only but o f the 'confederacy, was losT under the existing 
provocation; and it was thought 'enbugh, for prudence, that the 
strength of Arcadia sufficed for revenge. The strength of Arcadia,' 
•accordingly without delay collected, invaded Elei'a. The Eleians met Xen. rteL

1. 7. C.4.
s. 13.it, with inferior numbers; and, ill-advisedly comihg'to action, with 

disadvantage also of ground; were defeated with considerable‘slanghter.
The towns of the Eleian’ highlands then, excepting hnly Thraustiis, s. 14. 

yielded to the Summons of the Arcadian generals, vrhile they directed - 
their march toward Glympia.r No resistance was found there. A 
g'arrison was placed in the precinct o f the temple of Saturn, which, 
with an intrenchment. thrown around, commanded the Olympian 
mountain : the neighboring town' of Marganem'"ivas '-gained, by the 
voluntary a,ct of the prevailing party 'among the inhabitants. The 
Arcadian, army proceeded then to* Elisy and its adVanbed guard entered 
that unfortified town, and penetrated as far as the.'a^prk. Being

's Î cauDOt imderst'and Dodwell’s reason .for.*assighing'this .event, against tlie; order 
of Xenophon's narrative, to the beginning of the fomici" caatpain; B. C, ■■■ ‘

howereir
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Iiowev'er tlier.e <̂ liarged the dollected E lc ian  Cavalry, supported hy 
infantry,, it was driven out again w ith  some slaughter.

X he distress o f  their country, in  th e  usug,l w ay  o f  faction , gave jo y  

to  the dem ocratica l leaders in E lis, w h o  looked  to  i t  as the means pf 
pow er and party-triu m ph  to  themselves.. U n der, the incouragement it  

afforded, th e y  opened a tra itorous correspondence, w ith  the enemy, 

and ob ta in in g  the terms th ey  desired, w ith  a promise o f  support, they 

seized th e  citadel. T h e  aristocra tica l party, however, exerting  them

selves in stan tly  and v igorou sly , recovered  th e  fortress ; 'and then the 

leaders ̂  o f  the, denipcra^ical party , w ith  about fou r hundred o f  their 

fo llow ers, fled. R ece iv ed  as.Triends b y  the Arcadians^ and incouraged 

b y  .them, th ey  seized Rylus, a tow n, o f  E le ia  under m ount Pholoe, less 

than ten m iles from  Elis \  A  gettlen ient thus acquired, and the patron

age  o f  a con qu erin g  army, g a ve  such cred it to  their cause, that numbers 

qu itted  the threatened c ity  to  jo in  them ,

'U n d e r  these circumstances, th e  E leians in  pdssession Would probably 

n o t have been able lo n g , w ith  their- s in g le  strength , to  support them- 

se lv® . B u t the prudent go vern m en ts  o f  the b orderin g  province o f  

A ch a ia  saw th e ir  own danger, in  th e  fa ll o f  Elis,, and  the preponderance 

wh ich  A rca d ia  Was acqu irin g  in  Peloponnesus. T h e  d istraction  o f  the 

-confederacy, and especia lly th e  v io le n ce  o f  the A rcad ians against their 

allies, operated in  fa v o r  o f  the Lacedasm oniau interest, and already the . 

lit t le  com m onw ealth  o f  Pe llene, b e in g  under aristocratica l government, 

had ven tu red  to  renew  its an tien t con n ection  w ith  Lacedaemon‘ r. 

T h e  other A ch a ian  cities, p ro fess in g  a desire t o  a v o id  hostility with 

Arcad ia , declared  how ever th e ir purpose to  p ro tec t E lis , and im m ediately 

sent troops to g iv e  efficacy to  th e ir  resolution. T h e  Arcadians, their 

first v en gean ce  against the E leians b e in g  satisfied, y ie ld ed  to  an u,rgu-

There were three principal places .of 
the name of P̂ lus in Peloponnesus; the' 

, Eleian, here* spohen of, the Triphylian, 
which, according'tp Strabp, was Nestor’s 
residence, and the Mpssenian, which became 

■ remarkable in the Peloponnesian war. ;
•BrdKii’  lfgocrexsp(«giSKfa'«y oi U s A -

km h its Ts» rZ> AMiS'on/j.muy Xen,.

Hel. i. 7* c. 5. s. 17. Xenophon has, I think, 
pot explained whether the return’ to the La- 
cedsmonian-confederacy, here,spoken of, 
■ was after the change occasioned by the march 
of Epameinondas into Achaia, or after the 
partial peace, made by the treaty of Thebes, 
tQ which thd Pellenians may have been 
parties. '

• . ment
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merit so welt raforced, -Desisting from f9.rther attempts against the 
city, they-however ravaged the country, and leaving the democratical 
Eleians established in Pylus,' a measure with which the Achaians did not 
interfere, they withdrew hcme. The return of Elis to its antient con
nection with Lacedserhon, then became matter of course.

W hile the able leaders of the Theban councils were perplexed, with; 
regard to their interests in Peloponnesus, by the violence o f the dis- 
sehtions among their confederates, their attention was called to* the 
circumstances of Thessaly; and, still more urgently, to matters arising 
in Boeotia, and in Thebes itself. Orchomenus, the second city of 
Boeotia, in importance, had been the last to acknowlege the soVereinty 
o f Thebes; and the aristbcratical, the most powerful party there, bore 
that sovereinty with extreme reluctance and dissatisfaction. In Thebes 
itself, where aristocracy had so long predominated, an aristocratical 
party was still numerous, but the chiefs were in exile. These founded 
tlreir hope of restoration on the political sentiments prevailing in 
Orchomenus, and spieading, in a smaller degree, among those of

4B-T

^en . Hel. - 
1.7. c. 4. 
s. 19. .

Died. I., i>5.. 
p. 498.

higher rank in other Boeotian towns. Communication was had among
them, and a plot was formed for a revolutibn.
. I t  was the practice o f the Theban government occasionally to order 
reviews of the whole cavalry of Boeotia. The conspirators were mostly 
o f those serving in the cavalry, who in Orchomenus alone were three- 
hundred. .The time appointed for a review was chosen for the exe
cution of the p lot; but, in the difficulty of dud caution, where num
bers are to be ingaged, some, faithless or disaffected:, were'let into the- 
secret, who disclosed it- to the Boedtarcs. We are without direct 
information who now guided the Thebaia councils; but, amid̂  the 
abominable cruelty of the vengeance taken, that able policy appears,/ 
which commonly distinguished the measures of the Theban government 
■ under Pelopidas and Epameinondas. The conspirators of the smallec 
towns were pardoned ; the Orchomenian cavalry were brought in chains, 
before the assembled Theban people. An inveterate hatred, traced 
even to the heroic ages, is said to ha'Ve subsisted, between the Thebans, 
and Orchomenians. The death of the guilty cavalry therefore did not 
satisfy popular animosity. * A t the same time that capital condemnatioii'

was.
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was pronounced against these, i t  was decreed th a t the town o f  Orcho- 

menus should he le v g lle d ,'a n d  the vvhole people sold to  .slavery. Force 

on ly  cou ld •CaiT}'  ̂ in to  ex e cu tio n  such a decree.^ T h e  Thebans marched 

in  arms to  Orchom enus, already deprived  o f  its leaders dnd its gavaVry, 

and, b ecom in g masters o f  the ,town, put to  death a ll the men, and sold 

the wom en and  children ■

T ire  danger, which, had threatened th e  e x is tin g  governm ent* o f  

Thebes,^being, b ydh is  dreadfu l execu tion , averted, the lead ing men 

had ’ leisure to  d irect,their v iew s a rou n d ; aird, vchile the distractions 

am ong their Felopbrrnesian allies repelled,. Circumstances .in other 

quarters in v ited  tlrejr in terference- T h e  aversion a m o tg  the Thessalian 

cities to  the tyran t tagus, A lexan d er o f  Pherse, notw ithstanding the ill 

success o f .  the. Thebans in that, country, kept a liv e  a Theban party, 

tbere'-h i^ e w  oppression from  A lexan d er had exc ited  h ew  resistance to 

his ahthdri'ty ;, but his ab ilities  and a c t iv ity  inahled .him  to  overbear 

his opponents. In  their distress, they applied to  Thebes fo r  assistance; 

and fo r  comrhander th ey  requested Telop idas, whose, rn iiitary talents 

a iid p op iila r  manners, when fo rm er ly  com m and ing in  their country,, 

had procured h inr general fa vo r  .and esteem. T h e  supreme assembly 

o f  Boeotia was snmrnbned; i t  w as decreed that the Thessalian cities 

should be su pported ; and Pelop idas led an arm y, of^ seven thousand 

men , through the straits o f  Therm op y l^ * A lexan d er, w iQ i* a more 

numerous arm y, on advantageous ground, aw aited  his Attack, which 

Pelopidas, perhaps toq  m uch tru stin g  in the superiority  o f  the Boeotian 

heavy-arm ed, rashly made. Pelop idas h im self felh  I f  D iodorus, Nepos, 

and P lu tarch  m ig h t be believed, his arm y nevertbeless- obtained a. 
co.rhplefe v ic t o r y ;  but the concise acchunt o f  A le x a n d er  b y  X enophoii,

According to Pausanias (!, p. c. l5. 
p. 740.) this transaction tOpk place white 
Pelopidas and Eparaeinondas were, absent; 
the fbrrher prisoner in Thessaly, the other 
iharchtng to his relief. According to Dio
dorus, it was three years after the release 
of Pelopidas. Mistakes indeed abound in. 
the chronology of Diodorus; but Diodorus 
was it chronologer, and pieant to be e.xact. 
Pausanî  was aii aad̂ uariangenerally, as

Dodweiriias well observed, mach more ac
curate than -Diodorus, but unversed in po
litics; ill-versed in' history, and inattentive 
to the course of political events,
. Xenophon, intent upon transactions in 

Peloponnesus, in which he was deeply in-, 
terested, and where everything passed, in 
a manner, under bis eye, has omitted notice 

' of these transactions HI Boeotia anddn Thes
saly. , ' ■

and.
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and the inciden ta l m ention  o f  the transactioiis o f  Pelop idas in  Thessaly 

b y  Po lyb iu s, im p ly  som eth ing so d ifferent, th a t allowance, eviden tly , 

m u st be made fo r  exaggera tion , in the panegyric  o f  the biqgraphers, 

and  the report o f  the later historian. A  dubious' v ic tory , how ever, a 

d raw n 'b a ttle , w ith  a la rge  Boeotian fo rce  rem aining in the country, 

m a y  h ave  afforded g rea t re lie f to  the party  which had taken arms 

aga in st th e  ta gu s ; and then, w herever th a t party predominated, those 

h on ors  to  the m em ory  o f  the slain genera l, w h ich  N epos has reported, 

statues, and go ld en  crowns,-and lands to  his fam ily  (th e  estates pro

b a b ly  o f  those w hom  the party expe lled  or desired to  e x p e l) would 

fo l lo w  in  the com m on  course o f  party measutea. •

Pelopidas appears to have been a man p f an active, enterprizing, 
bold, and generous spirit, very popular manner's, and good, but not 
extraordinary abilities.Scarcely equal to  the lead of eoancils, or 
perhaps of armies, in the great and arduous, citcumstances in which 
his exertion had contributed much to place his country, he was, never
theless, by 'his talents and his virtues, ,a most Valuable assistant to 
Epameinondas; with whom he seems to have lived in perfect friend
ship, above enty and jealousy. His death was therefore a great loss, 
to his friends, to his country, and to those allies Who depended upon his, 
country, far support

A c c o rd in g  to  D iodotu s, a fter the dea th  o f  Pfelopidas, the Thebans

489

We may apparently, trust the positive 
assertion o/ Nepos and Plutarch, supported 
by the less explicit testimony of Diodorus, 
that Pelopidas was one of tlie leaders", and 
he would of course be among the most 
activê  of them, in the conspiracy by which 
Thebes was recovered from the LacedEeiaor 
nians; tho in the detailed Account, of that 
remarkable transaction by the c6tempoiary 
historian, and even in the account given 
at some length by Diodorus, the name of 
Pelopidas never occurs. It is in summing 
up his praises only, where he relates his 
death, that Diodorus mentions the universal 
acceptance of the report, .which gave the 
first merit in that business-to Pelopidas;

V o x .  I I I .  ■ ■ .

and even,there he does not.say what part 
•Pelopidas took in the business, but rather 
shows that he had ho certain iriformatioii 
of it: jEf y x f  rS i xaiTaa«4'®*>
xnB" tit ^ n if t^ f it lo  Ttit K a t iii id t ,  aniXoyn^ivai;

M trd tT if n«A®7rfJa) to izr^uhtQt roS
■ HfsTofSeojititTaj ■ This is the wholp, of
histestfraohy. Yet Plutarch, near two cen
turies after him, and hear five after Xeno
phon̂  without stating any authority, has not 
scrupled to describe the single combat, ahd 
the complex Contests, of Pelopidas, in the 
course of a series of nocturnal assassinations, 
as,if he had been present as a quî t spec
tator, in a theater, where they were repre
sented oefore him. ' ,
* S R gained
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gained a seaond great victory in Thessaly, and Rlutarch relates that 
Alexander was completely subdued. Xenophon and' Polybius forbid 
iptire credit to :thi$ t there ^eems reason for supposing that the 
affairs of Thebes in Thessaly contihhed to be ably conducted. Theresult, 
as p'e Igarn from Xenophon, was a treaty of peach and alliance svith the 
tagus, and an accottiodation, under the mediation of Thebes, between' 
the tagus and the Thessalian cities, which appear tdhave been altogether 
creditshle and adyantageons. ■ '

S E C T  a  -0 N  V .

Imaslm of Eleia the Arcadianf of' Arcadia the Ldĉ dcemonians:
Arcadian EpariteSy or s&lect MiUfia:-Libefalitp in Grecian'law of 
war. Interference of the A rcaSidns in the presidency of the Olympian 
festival ;■ battle of Olyinpia. \ ' '

Xen. Hel. 
L 7. C.4. 
s. 19.̂

B. C. 3b4. L aceoasmox, and tire Laced®m®an cause in Criieece, seemed now 
Ol. t§|v4? reviving from threatened dissolution. But leisure was still wanted, to 

* repress or compose revolt, and restore civd order, in the antient ter
ritory o f Sparta, when a new invasion of Eleia hy the Arcadians, and 
a new defeat o f  the Efeians in hattlei Gompelled attention, from the 

.Lacedemonian government, to the distress and dmiger of its first return
ing ally. Archidamus -was therefore placed at the head of an army, with 
which he invaded Arcadia. He took the town of Cromnus, and put
ting three lochi in gaFrisQnThere, led the rest of his, army home.- 

As far as immediate relief to the Eleians only was dn view, this 
measure appears to have been well conceived ;* but the foresight, not of 
the statesrnan only, but of the general also; should have extended farther.. 
The Arcadians, feeling all the expected uneasiness at the'establishment 
of a hostile post within their country, withdrew their troops from Eleia; 
and, cpUecting theif whole iorce at.iDroranus, hastily surrounded it \vitlr 
a contravallation and circumvallafiofi. The Laeedeemonians, not till 
their garrison was already blockaded, in much alarm for it, reassem
bled their army, and Committed thfe command, again to Archidainus.
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The-same defieieney o f weagOBS and art o*f attack, which coinpcHed 
the Arcadians to the sIoav method of blockade ag’arnsta weakly fortified^

■ place with a small garrison, deterred^Archidamus from assault upon 
the Arcadian lilies. His object was to allure or provoke the-besiegers 
to quit them ; and Avith this view "hp carried ravage through the rebel 
lious Lacedtemonian province of Skirifis, and, as far as he couldj .'into 
Arcadia. But the Arcadian generals were not to be, so. diverted from 
their purpose : within-their lines'they kept their army secure, and the 
blockade close. ' _

Archidamus now saw that, to relieve ,Crbipnus, he .must force the Xen, jtel 
lines. The circumvallation, inclosing part of a hilh was commanded" 
by the summit. I f  he could'possess himself o f the summit, he thought the 
Arcadians could not long hold their situation beneath. With this view, he 
was windinghis march round the hill, when his advanced guard, composed 
o f targeteers and cavalry, seeing the chosen body of Arcadians, called the 
Eparites, without theiiTines, attacked them. The Eparites seem to have 
been an establishment made by those able men who formed the union of 
Arcadia. They were a select militia, composed of citi?ens from every re
public of the union, who were "to be always ready for the geueral service.. .
The desultory assault of the Lacedteraonians was received, by this well- 
trained body, without moving. It was renewed upon them, and then 
they advanced against'the assailants. Aruhidamua turned to support 
his targeteers,. leading his heavy-prmed along the carriagCitoad, in a 
narrow column of march, .In this weak order he w4& attacked by the 
Arcadians, formed in phalanx. The Lacedsemonians, who, apparently, 23. 
should not have swerved from their first object to make this attack, ■*
Avere unable to withstand the firmer order of The Arcadians: Archida- 
mus himsel/ was severely wopnded in the thigh: Chilpn, his sister’s 
husband, and not less than, tlfirty other-Spartans, mostly of the highest 
rank,* were killed., tju ickly however the Lacedsemonians reached ad van-  ̂
tageous ground, on which, notwithstanding the pressure upon them, 
their ready discipline iUabled thfin to form ; aud. then the Arcadians 
halted. But it appeared that the transgression of those precepts.* of 
their great lawgiver, which forbad lasting war,: and frequent wars 
tvith the same enemy, had already b§en carried too- far, Not the,-

3 E g  Thebans
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■ THebans only, but the Arcadians also, began to vie with them in dis-
.cipline-; and tha| persuasion o f their superiority to all mankind, 
which had assisted formerly to render the Lacedseinonians invincible, 
was gone by. They were .now superior in number, but disheartened 
by their prince’s wound, and the death p f those around him; while the 
Arcadians were incouraged by the consideration, always important, 
that they had been successful assailants upon a retreating enemy. 
The action was on the point o f, being renewed, 'when one of 
the Lacedmttionian elders, perhaps aware o f deficiency in- the Com
manders, exclaimed, ‘ 1^0 whaty>urpose are we going to fight?-Why 
‘ should not a truce rather here end the contest?’ The.proposahof a- 
truce, under such circumstauces,. always implied acknowlegement 
of defeat; yet it was .approved *hy the other Lacedemonians. The. 
Arcadians readily consented: withdrawing to the ground where they 
had made their first assault, they erCcted their trophy^thete, and left the 
Lacedasmoniaus to perform, at leisure, the funeral obsequies of theic 
slain.  ̂ ‘

Wh^e battle bfeguii might so be stopped (and'it is not from a closet- 
speculator, of some centuries after, that wfe have these curious particulars, 
but a coferaporary, versed in the din of war dnd the crash of armies), 
it might be not unreasonably supposed that opportunity for any nego
tiation, and a disposition to any just accoramotiation, would be ready.. 
W hy then wasuidt negotiation instantly begun; first for the surrender 
o f Cromnus, with safety for the garrison ; and theft Tor solid peace ? 
Nothing like either, as far as: appears, was thought; of. Civiliaatioh 
and. reflection, amid mifch practice in war’; had led the Greeks, tho 
not . to the generosity of modern Europ’e’an warfare, yet to customs, 
adapted to humanize hostility, in soifte degree, and .lessen îts horronS:. 
but the dreumstances, altogether, of their political system,* and the- 
habits which it superinduced, impressed much The* idea that warfare 
was the natural state of man; to be regulated, hot obviated, by 
policy -and humanity . The Lacedasmomans, after due rites to their

. This appears Jn all the projects, for* for obviating the eternal quarrels of the 
improviiig goverimient, of Plato, Aristotle, ' Greeks among themselves", by directing hos-> 
and others j and in the schemes of IsoSrates. tility against foreiii nations.

dead,.
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dead, w ith d rew  in qu iet, under cover d f  the truce; but, soon after, 

re tu rn in g  b y  n ight, atta»cked the A rcad ian  lines, and, on one poin t;' 

fo r c e d  them . W ith  numbers how ever, adapted to  surprise, but too  small 

’ to  w ithstand th e 'co lle c ted  strength o f  the b es ieg ing  army, hasty retreat 

was necessary ; and those on ly  o f  tire garrison  were relieved, w ho could 

in s tan tly  rush ou t and jo in  them ; the escape o f  som ewhat more than 

a hundred was prevented  b y  the-besiegers. * .

T h e n  appeared, in  a ll its ex ten t, the im p o licy  o f.  a  measure so 

a la rm in g  and Irr ita tin g  to  th§ Arcadians, as the establishrhent d f  a 

Lacedsem onian  garrison  in th e ir country. T h e ir  ill d isposition toward 

Thebes, and especially their jea lousy o f  Theban  interference in P e lo ' 

ponnesus, w h ich  had contributed, perhaps, beyond .anyth ing’, to  the 

r e l ie f  o f  Lacqd-Eemon from  passed dangers, and afforded th© best ground 

o f  hope fo r  its future security  and prosperity, n ow  ga ve  -vtay to  their 

a n x ie ty  f o r ’ riddance from  so an n oy in g  and threatening an inconve

n ience. T h e  d efic ien cy  -of the art o f  a ttack  o f  the age, w hen  a garrison 

o f  a hundred men m igh t d e fy  an army, m ade -all auxiliaries acceptable. 

For, to  prosecute w ith  certain e ffec t the stediousvbuainess o f  a blockade’ 

th e*force  was to be proportioned, n o t to  tha t w ithin the p lace attacked,, 

hut^^to th a t which, fro m  Avithout, m igh t,', a t any tim e during thc' lon g  

operation , attack the besiegers. T h e  assistance ,o f all allies-was there

fo r e  called  for, and the guard  o f ’the lines was d ivided  between Arcadian, 

A rg ia n , Theban, and M essenian forces. Farther attempts to  relieve
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th e  place were thus deterred, ‘and the litt le  garrison Avas a t length

starved into a surrender.. - m
The detention o f the Arcadian forces, at Crdmnusj afforded opportunity « 

for the Eleians to direct theif whole strength against their-apostate 

fellowyitizens in Tylus. These, venturing a battle, Avere defeated, and 

about tAvo hundred Avere made prisoners. The Eleian. citizens, among 

them, AVere all put to death:. the rest were sold for‘slaves  ̂ ’ Siege being ' 
then laid to Pylus and Marganeie,. both-were taken.. f  ^

T h e  season o f  the fes tiva l o f  the huudred- and fourth O lym piad  noAv si as. 

approached, Avhil^ an A rcad ian  garrison com m anded O lym pia, and the 

n e igh b o r in g  country, adhering to  the A rcad ian  interest, remained' in 

w h a t the E leians esteem ed' rebellion  against them. T h e  A rcad ian^
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h a v in g  fre ed  theiHselves from *the annoyance o f  a  LaCedajmonian 

pison w ith in  their country, d id  n o t  im’m ed ia te ly  propose any new 

.aggression aga in st the E leians, but th ey reso lved  n o t. to  surrentler 

O ly tnp ia  to them  fo r  the purposes o f  the festiVah A  shock was thus 

hazarded to  the prejudices, arid an iiiterru ption  to  th e  injoymenjs o f  

the G reek  nation , w h ich  m ig h t  have e x c ite d  ex.lensiye enm ity; but 

• means fo r  ’o b v ia tijtg  this> to  a considerable degree, were found in 

d isputed  t it le  o f  the E leians t o  the presidency, tho they had been 

uninterruptedly- e x e rc is in g  it  so m any years. T h e  Arcadians would not 

assume th a t presidency, in  th e ir  o w n  n am e; th ey  affected to restore 

the sacred r ig h t  to  the Piseeans,, w ho had n ever .ceased to claim  it, 

aga in st what they^termed th e  E le ia r i usurpation.: and thus was obtained 

th e  support o f  som e o f  the m os t .pow erfu l states o f  G reece ; perhaps 

dissatisfied,; as w e h ave  seen Lacedaem on fo rm er ly , w ith  the manner in 

w h ich  the,E leians may, on  som e occasions, have exercised the power 

con ceded  to  thena-at th e  O lym pian, m eeting. . T h e  Argians sent two 

thousand heavy-arm ed  tp  assist in 'm a in ta in in g  the presidency o f  the 

P i s r e a n s a n d  even  th e  A then ians, in ' fa vo r  o f  their new allies o f  

A rcad ia , aga inst E lis, the con federa te  o f  Lacedaemon, while Lacedmrnon 

was s t i l l 'th e  con federate o f  A t lie n s  (so  the in terests o f  the. Grecian 

i^epublics-became com p lica ted ) s en t 'f iv e  hundred horse, Arhich, among' 

Peloponnesian  armies,' w ou ld  be a  te ry *  considerable body.

O n  the o th er hand, the E leians, esteem ing th e ir  r ig h t  o f  presidency 

at the O lym p ian  fes tiva l a naoSt va lu a b le  inheritance, derived from their 

forefathers, reso lved  to  spare n o  ex e rt ion  in  asserting it. They  ingaged 

the Achaians in  th e ir in te rest; and, w a it in g  then  t i l l  the time when the 

concourse w ou ld  be form ed  -(for suefi was the p u b lic  confidence in  the 

sacred estim ation  o f  the p lace and season, th a t persons led by curiosity. 

or business h ad  floc'ked, n early  as usual, from  e v e r y  Settlement o f  the 

G reek  n a tion ) th ey  marched to  O lym p ia . _ ■

T h e  E leians, tho. i.ngaged jn ,frequ en t Avars, 'w e re  held  in  the lowest 

estim ation, am on g the G reeks, as a m ifita ry  peop le  ; looked  upon with 

a degree o f  con tem p t,-n o t o n ly  b y  the A rcad ians, A s ia n s ,  and Athe

nians, but b y  tbe ir ow n allies th e  Achaians,  ̂ T h e  A rcad ians  therefore, 

-the m ore con fiden t in*their present strength , on a c c o u n t o f  their late

successes,
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successes, took no measures for preventing, or even observing the 
approacli of an, enemy;. They were attending the exhibition,of the Xen. He!. - 
games, in all leisure; the horserace-Avas oyer; the pentathlon, orcon-  ̂ ^̂ 29 '̂ 
test o f five exercises; was going forwavd ; the athletes, who had already 
run, were proceeding to wrestle; no longer in ‘the con rse,-says‘Xeno
phon, who.is likely to have been present, hut between the eoursennd 
the altar; when the alarm wns given, that the Eleians were alfeady on * 
the verge of the Altis, th^ inclosure consecrated to the purposes of the 
celebrity. The Arcadians then hurried into order of battle, bn the 
bank of the brook Cladaiis, .which, washing one side o f  the Altis, pre
sently joins the Alpheius. The Eleians, advancing in good order, on 
each side of the Cladaiis,. broke the Arcadian phalanx with the' first 
shock, and .then were equally successfiil against the Argians, hastening- 
to support it. The disordered troops retreated, and the*Eleian$ pursued 
among the public and sacred buildings,’to the space between the council- . 
hall, the temple of Vesta, and the adjoining theater, Thefe the advau’- 
.tage afforded for defence, and for the use of missile tveaporis, by those 
.solid and lofty edifices, inabled the defeated to stand, and the victors 
suffered some loss before they withdrew to their camp. .

'The Arcadians and their allies, however, it appeared, felt themselves 9, 32. 
very effectually defeated. No longer thinking of opposing the Eleians 
in the field, they were all night employed in forming defences; the 
scaffolding and sheds, raised for the accofnmodation of persons attend
ing the celebrity, furnishing materials for a palisade b. By inorningv 
they had so fortifiecf the avenues, and so-disposed troops on the temple- 
tops, that the Eleians, on a view of the.opposition prepared for themĵ  
prudently abstained from farther assault. XenOphon has declared his 
astonishment at what they had' already done, ‘After mentioning the 
previous disrepute o f their militai’y character, he expresses liimself thus;
‘ O n  this occasion the Eleians showed''themselves soldiers, such as the *
‘ deity, giving courage b y  inspiration, might make in a day ; but the

If appears from; this circurastanoethat brSfeary contest quite.So much at their 
the. spectators and men of-business, at the etise as Diodorus has represented, 
©lyrhpian meeting, did not vieW this e.x.tra-

‘ ‘ art
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art o f men, employed on thoae not naturally brave, cpuld not in a 

‘ long time form.’. '  ̂ . . • - > 1̂ _

But the p ove rty  o f  the 'G rec ia n  states, the disproportion  o f  their

public rev ênue to their military force (except when Athens or Lace- 
dasmon received tribute from many subject republics) generally pre
vented any regular plan of a qampaih, and often denied what should 

*have been the immediate fruit o f victory. The Eleians, not strong 
enough to carry Olympia by assault, not riqh enough to subsist long 
from home  ̂ at a loss in any way to push the advantage gained, returned, 
to Elis.

- S E  C  T  I  O  N  V I .

SacrllegiQus_ robbery of the Olympian treasury, by the democratical 
•, administration of Arcadia Opposition of Mdntineia to the sacrilege: 

Support solicited from Thebes by the perpetrators: Rernonstrance 
against interference from Thebes by the Arcadian so*oerein assembly: 
Congress at Tegea: Violence of the Theban commissioner supported 

* by Epameinondas : Reunion of Arcadia, Achaia, arid Elis, in allianceA' ' ' 'with Lacedcemon. ’

B. C. 364. B y  the retreat of the victorious. Eleians, the Arcadians were left at 
Ol. 104.1 . p|3gj.^y chuse their measures. 'The force o f Arcadia might perhaps 

’ ' have sufficed for revenge, but that Arcadia, like Elis, wanted pecuniary 
resources.; The Eparites, none probably so poor as not to possess' a 
slave, could generally subsist from their private means, while the defence 
of their own country, or a hasty expedition only, into a neighboring 
province, was required of them. :But already they began to' be pressed 
by their detention at Olympia; far from their homes, andynst surrounded 
by a friendly Territory,' which put plunder at a distance; uneasy, at the 
same time, under their late defeat, whicb would not dispose them to 
Irear, with increased patience, the in'qonveniencies o f  want. - If, to 
relieve them, Olympia was left without an Arcadian force, the consider*, 
able acquisitions made, through the first successes jn  the war, would be 
• 4 * ' at
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a t once IcTst ,• and th e  Pisseans, Triphylians, a ll those, on  pretence o f  

p ro te c t in g  whorn the w ar had been undertaken, niust be exposed to  the 

v en gea n ce  o f  th e 'E le ia n s . These  considerations pressed upon the 

dem ocra tica l chiefs, n o w  at th e  head o f  the A fcad ian  affairs, while a. 

s tro n g  ari'stocratical opposition  s till ex is ted  in their country. Shame, 

anger, re ven ge ,, in terest, am bition, feat, the fear^ o f  all those evils, 

usually , in  the G rec ia n  republics, fo l lo w in g  the loss o f  popularity atvl 

’ its  attendant power, in stigated , and  the Oly-inpian treasury'^ was before 

them . T h e  tem pta tion  a ltogether was greater than th ey  cou ld  resist.

Careless, perhaps, abou t the punishm ents which, in vu lga r opinion, 

w ou ld  certa in ly  fo llo w  from  the ven gean ce  o f  the gods, th ey  resolved 

to  b rave  those, m ost severe ly  denounced, fo r  the crim e o f.sacrilege , 

th rou gh ou t G reece, b y  the laws o f  m en ; trusting to .th e  means, which 

th e  crim e its e lf w ou ld  furnish, fo r  th e ir  security^ Th ey , expected 

assuredly to  ga in  the E parites; Whose support would inable them to  

overb ea r opposition  w ith in  their ow n  cou n try  ; and they had great copr 

fiden^e in  the e fficacy  o f  the riches, w h ich  they should make their own, 

fo r  n ego tia tion  w ith ou t. . * _ ' , ■

T h e  aniiount a ltogeth er o f  the plunder, which, under th is  resolution, 

m a y  h ave  been com m itted  lipori the saCred treasury o f  G lyihp ia, perhaps 

w as n ever pu b lic ly  k n o w n ; but the source o f  a pay,'estab lished, and 

re gu la r ly  issued, fo r  the Eparites, under au thority  o f  the adm inistration, 

o f  a  con federacy  o f  dem ocracies, n o t to  be concealed, appears indeed 

to  have been b o ld ly  avow ed . P o w er fu l how ever as the means were, 

w h ich  th e  d em ocratica l chiefs had la id  th e ir hands upon, fo r  obv ia ting  . ’

opposition  and com pla in t, they cou ld  n o t  p reven t the use o f  the oppor

tu n ity , w h ich  their measure a fforde4nto their po litica l opponents, for 

e x c it in g  honest in d ign a tion , and a larm ing popular superstition. In  

M a n tin e ia  the aristocra tica l appears to  h ave  been the p reva ilin g  party.

/ T h e r e  a decided  opposition  to  the. measure was presently resolved upon, xea-. Het, 

by, those at the head o f  a ffa irs; and i t  was conducted w ith  a te m p la te  

firmness, which m ade i t  form idable. A  deputation Avas sent, in the 

n am e o f  the m unicipal govern m en t o f  M antineia, to those w h a  d irected 

th e  adm in istration  o f  the union, declaring, ‘ that the M antineiahs,

* desirous to  support, w ith  their best means, the interest o f  the united

Vo L. III. sS  ‘ Arcadian

s. 33,'
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‘ Arcadian people, wotild however Aftfid implication, in the guilt o/ 
‘ sacrilege : that they ha-cl-therefore remitted a sum o f money,'collected

among themselves, equal to tlieir share o f the pay at present wanted 
' for the Eparites; and against all saGrile '̂iottS use o f  the Olympian 
 ̂ treasure, they-utterly protested.’

But the demdcraticai chiefs, Vho, in epHsidering the different dangers 
before them, had perhaps thought it safer td commit the crime, than 
either to abandon the direction of-public affairs, or struggle, in the 
management o f them, against the diflScultips of public penury, were not 
Uow'disposed to retread Supposing their party sure in the Numberless 
assembly, they cited the leading men of Mantineia before that body,̂  
to*answer for their conduct, as a treasoQ^ble*opposition to the authority 
o f the united Arcadian government. This citation, the Alantineians, 
douhting the independency or the impartiality o f a majority in the 
assembly, avoided to obey. It  is indeed a curious complication of 
tyranny and weakness, of public corruption and private insecurity, that 
is-displayed in the cotemporary historian’s account of the measures o f 
that new united government, which had been proposed to the Arc.adians 
as the perfection of democra.cy. The asifembly proceeded to, what 
was iadeed ordinary in G^eek jurisprudencej condemnation of the con., 
tuniacious Mantineians,'as if  they had been tried and regularly con  ̂
•victed, and a body of Eparites was sent to apprehend them. Bubthe 
Mantineians, who had resolved to 'disobey s  legal summonce, were 
prepared also to resist force : they shut the,gates of their town,' and , 
refused adn\ittance to those who camC with tbe authority, or at least 
in the nmne, o f the soverein assembly of Arcadia.

Civil "war tlius was, in effect^ declared. The opposition of the 
Mantineians could in truth be justified only by what might justify 
resistance to any established government,Sound pli tical principle, 
as we,have had frequent occasion to obsefvej. was little found in Greece;: 
blit superstition, commonly  ̂powerful, operated, perhaps on this occa
sion, in concurrence with the best political principle, in favor o f the 
Mantineian chiefs. The aristocratical party  ̂ throughout Arcadia, would

0?

    
 



Se c t . V L  CONSEQtTENCES OF TH E  SACRILE0 E. ^99

x>f course be with-them. A t the same time doubt, sharhe, fear, began 

to spread among- those inclined to the  ̂ democratical cause; fear of 
the divine vengeance, and fear o.f the reproaches' and enmity o f all 
•Greece; insoinuch that many x>f. them also declared against the 

.obnoxious measure. The dreadful idea of involving themselves' and xen. Hel. 
their families, to latest posterity, in guilt with gods and‘men, had a 

gfoAving effect, which the bold authors o f the crime could not repress; 
and shortly a majority o f the Numberles|^ or the Ten^thousand, repented, 
so far as to come to a resolution, that no faither.trespass upon the 

‘ sacred treasury should be allowed.’
This' resolution, moderate as it might seem, reduced the authors of 

the sacrilege, hitherto leaders *of the A cad ian  politics, at once to a 

situation o f extreme peril, by depriving them o f that sonTce o f  power 
to which they had looked for safety. They could no longer hold their 
influence over the Epai'ites; many o f Avhom were unable, and many 

others little willing, to serve, out o f their own country,* on their private " 
means. The stoppage o f a pay, Avhich Avas bendme a public condition 

o f  their service, affording a pretence, many went home. Bythe laAvs 
o f the union, apparently, the toAvns for Avhich they had served Avere to 

supply their places. Men of principal property had hitherto avoided 
inrollment among the Eparites. But they had noAV seen the danger of 
trusting to those Avho hadTittle or nothing,'Avhat would inable them” to 

take a ll; and to avoid, says the cotemporary historian, being subjected 

by the Eparites, they resolved to be Eparites. This Avas another blow 

to the democratical leaders. N o  prosecution Avas yet instituted, or, as 

far as a|)pears, threatened against them; but,losing thus their influence 

in the army, after having lost their majority in the soverein assembly,
" everything was to be, apprehended |or those implicated in a cfime 

Avliich, by the laAvs o f all Greece,' AVas capital,' and the punishment 
generally to be inflicted Avithout trial. One.resource reihaifled. Thebes,^ 

or at least those who noAv ruled thh Thebaii councils, had a great 
interest in supporting tbem,* as their downfall would be, i-n course,

'followed by a renewal o f the antient connection o f Arcadia with Lace* 

dmmon. That proud independency, Avhich the Arcadians had made 

their glory, and-tbat jealousy o f Theban interference, AÂ hjch they had
'-S s g , been
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been taught to esteem their essential policy, Were no’ lorigVr consider
ations for the demdcratical leaders: they applied urgently and expressly 
for a Theban arrby to marclf into Peloponnesus: * I f  it was delayed,’ 
they said, ‘ Taced®inoniah influpncc would quickly again rule Arcadia.’ 

How fan this measure was necessary to their safety, w'e can only con .̂ 
jectufe; forming pur jiidgrrient by'what we find to have been common 
in Grecian political contests; but, ffiat their power was gone, that their 
views of ambition were frust^ted, unless they could obtain support 
from Thebes, the cbtemporary historian has clearly shown. The aris- 
tocratical party had so gained ground, that a majority in the multitu
dinous soverein assembly of Arcadia went with it ; not in opposition to 
the sacrilege only, but generidly 1 a circumstance in itself speaking not 
a little in f̂avor of the aristocratical leaders. The application of the 
democratica! chiefs to Thebes, and its favorable reception there, 
becoming known,-̂ vas taken into consideration. The democratical 
party seems to have been still too powerful, in the yet but half-fotmed 
unioir.of the republics,, to be effectually restrained by the soverein 
assembly; ' but, under authority of that assembly, ministers were sent 
to remonstrate, at Thebes, against the proposed march of Theban 

: forces into Arcadia, uncalled for by the Arcadian governtaent. - This 
measure being taken, the.Eleian war and the circumstances of Olympia 

. became the next,subjects for debate. In the discussion of these it was 
observed, ‘ That the charge and presidency,oT the temple neither of 
‘ right belonged to the Arcadians, nor were to be coveted by them ; 
‘ .that the restoration of both to the Eleians would be most Consonant 

' ‘ to justice and religion, and most acceptable to the god ; that, in truth,
‘ no cause for continuing the war with Elis exis ted ; * and thus it was 
decreed by the assembly. ThcsEleians gladly consented to.a negotia-̂  
tion for peace upon such grounds; a truce was instantly concluded; 
and deputies from all the Arcadian cities assembling in Tegea, mtfived 
there, in regular form, flninisters from Ehs. .

In this critical moment,, when the fate, of Greece,. for all futurity> 
was on the balance, the wisdom, the magnanimity; the inlafged 
patriotism of a LyComedes, singularly wanted. among the Arcadians, 
were linfortynately not found; or, if existing anywhere, without his

active
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active exertion cottunanding- influence, thfiy were inefficacious.
The efforts of the aristocratical leaders could not prevent the insulting 
appearance of a Theban-at the congress, attended by a body of three Xen. Hel.* 
hundred Boeotian heavy-armed. Swearing, with sacrifice. and solemn 
ceremony, to the observance of the trucej, "was the first business of the 
meeting. In this the Theban readily concurred, and objection was 
made on aio part. Banquets .were tfien prepared, the pman of peace 
resounded, a thoughtless joy pervaded all; those leading men excepted,
■who had been principals in the sacrilege at Olympia. They could not. 
withdraw their consideratioirfrom the disappointment of their ambition, 
by the very measure which gave occasion for the general joy, or from, 
the prosecution, to which they had made themselves legally, liable, 
and the persecuting manner in which, too commonly in the .Grecian, 
republics, measures were carried against a defeated party. The 
Theban came commissioned to give tEem sh£h support as cir
cumstances might allow. Communicating with him, they found him 
full of that patriotism, which "could thfow a veil oyer honor, revile 
justice; .and contemn oaths, when the interest of his country, or 
of his party in it, required. Some qf the Eparites were yet deVoted 
to them. Supported by these, and by thfe Boeotians, they shut the. 
town-gate|, ,and jsent parties around, to seize, in the midst of the 
general festivity, the leading men qf every Arcadian city.' The number 
thus apprehended, was such, that, the public prison *not holding all,,

'the townhouse was also filled with them. Many, nevertheless, esOaped; 
some over the town-walls; some by favor of those who guarded the 
gates: for, in this business, says'thS cotemporary historian, the animo
sity, usual in Grecian sedition, actuated, none but those, wbo feared ♦ 
capital prosecution ; and among those who fled were most of the prln-- 
cipal Mantineians,*whom it had been particularly the object of the 
conspirators to secure. - . . . . . ,

Intelligence of this transaction quickly reaching Mantineia, distant 
only twelve miles,- was thence hastened over Arcadia, with;udmonitioa 
added for all the town's to be upon their guard against what might 
follow. Heralds.were thbn sent to Tegea, bearing a-requisition for the 
liberty of the Mantineians detained there, accompanied by a remon.*̂

sirancê
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strance, insisting that no Arcadian should be executed, or even Impri* 
sonedj without trial, in due course of law; and offering, i-f anjt were 
accused'of treason against the union, security from the Mantineian. 
state for their appearance'before the great assembly of .the nation. • It 
might seem as if something-of the spirit of Lycomedes, some idea of 
just government and true civil freedom  ̂and of the proper manner of 
asserting them, existed stilf in Mantineia, and only there.

The Theban, to whose authority, it-appears, the Arcadian conspira
tors deferred, seems to have-been disconcerted by the spirited prudence 
of the Mantineians. Fearful of’̂ the eonsequences of the violence to 
which he had been persuaded, he set-all hi^prisoners at liberty; and,-~n ' _ - _ > ' ■ ■ . _ j
next'day, assembling as many J\.rcadians.of the different towns as were- 
*at hand arwi Would come at his invitation, he apologized for what he 
had done; misled, as he pretended, by false intelligence of a plot for 
idelivering Tegea to the Eacedaemonians,. and of a-Eacedsemonian army 
-approaching. . The excuse found little credit, huf the apology was 
accepted, so far that be \vas allowed to depart quietly. The matter 
however was -then taken into serious consideration, by those who 
■directed'the AreadiaU councils ;» and the result seems to have been not 
-precisely what prudence would have dictated, tô those whose object was 
to preserve the peace and independency of Arcadih, vyhieh âd been so 
indangered, without being yet materially injuredthey sent ministers 
to Thebes, to accuse the author of the late violence, and to insist that- 
diis crime should be punished with death. ' - j

^E|>ameihOndas tvas then id' the high- office.mf general, commander-in-^ 

"chief; which, in the Thehati as in thc^Athenian democracyj seems" to 

have'Conferred, for'its period, -a kingly power ; far less regularly con- 
tirolled, by.any constitutional phecks, than the authority of the Eace- 
■dEemonian 'k ings; and, when an overbearing pafty in thd tumultuary ' 
sov'efein assembly favored, it was, like the power o f  an Asiatic vizier, 
the favorite'of his de§^pot, uncontrolled. To thegenej’&l-the Arcadians 

%ere to address them selves'; -AVe do not find Xenophon offcn vouching 

for word^spoken. by 'his CO temporaries, with ,that unqualified assurance, 
wfith which some, who wfotft-'fduf or five hundred years "after hint, have 

■tfndertakeii to give - them. 'Oh- ,tiiis occasion^ the only one On which
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any censure upon his political enemy, Epar̂ einondaS, appears even im- 

* plied,.he relates what that great man said; but his caution in so doing de
serves notice. Affirming nothing from himself, he states the report̂ ‘which; 
the Arcadian ministers, on their return,- made to their goverpment:: 
‘ Epameinondas told them,’ they said, ‘ that the*Theban corhmissioner,, 
‘ at Tegea, had done far better when he seized the. principal Arcadians,.
‘ than when he released them : for, the Thebans having ingaged in ther 
* war'only to serve Arcadia, any negotiation for peace, with opt com-; 
‘ munication with Thebes, was treason against the confederacy. Be. 
‘ assured therefore/ he added,̂  ‘ we will march into Arcadia ;lind, with" 
‘ our numerous friends there, who haye been faithful tn the' commorii 
‘ caused we will prosecute the war̂ 'V ■ - -

The communication of this report put. Peloppnnesus in a fermenh 
All the independent interests, if an apposite modern phmse may, be 
allowed, were indignant, yet at the same alarmed, at the pre
sumption of Thebes, to command war for them, within their own 
peninsula, when they desired peace; and to march an army into tlieir 
country, tO' inforce such commands.. The governments of Arcadia, 
Elis, and Achaia.united in these sentiments. They sent, in common, 
to Athens, still'connected ip- that alliance with .Arcadia which was the 
last political work of L'ycoraedes, in some Confidence .that the Athe-c. 
nians would feel themselves hound by interest, not less than by treaty,

&0 3 i

. Diodorus lias given a strange incon
sistent account of the affairs of Arcadia and 
Elis, , which led toAbe fourth expedition of 
Epameinobdas into Peloponnesus. Not thê  
leading men of the united administration of 
Arcadia, according to -hlrrr, but the Manti- 
neian chiefs alone pjrrloLned the sacred trea
sure ofOlympia; for no public purpose, but 
for private lucre; and it,was they who, to 
prevent leisure for inquiry into their con
duct, fomented the Eleian war. That the 
chiefs of the united administration had the 
Olympian treasury iii their power, appears 
from his own narr'ative; but how the Manti- 
neians separately- could command it, he 
neither informs us, nor. seems to have stopped

to consider.; and'he appears totally to.have 
forgotten, what he had -just before related,, 
thatit was through the previous existence of: 
war withAilis that any of theiii could lay 
their hands upon the Olympian treasury., 

-possibly he had not ready opportunity to- 
consult Xenophon’s clear detail, when he 
inriched his book with this string of absur
dities ; which seems too gross to have had*, 
vogue'when the facts were recent, but.inay- 
have been recomrpended afterward, by thê  
vehemence of party dispute, to some author 
(̂perhaps DiOnysiodorus or Afiaxis, Boeotian: 
writers "of Grecian history,vm.enfi'oned at the 
close of his fifteenth book) whose- work may 
have fallen, too teropting!y*-in his way..

-tor

    
 



J04 H I S T O R Y  O F .G R E E C E .  CriAf.XXVIII.
to prevent the Thebens from becoming masters o f Peloponnesus; and 
they were not dissappointed. . They sent with not less confidence to 
Lacadasmon, tho hitherto the enemy of Arcadia, but already ingaged 
anew in, friendly connection with AcTiaia‘and Elis. The humiliation 
of Lacedmmoii is strongly marked by what follow'ed. A proposal 
which,, in the early days of'Agesilaus, Would' have been scorned and 
reseiited, - was noŵ  tho far from adapted to promo.te the common 
object, readily accepted. It was- agreed tliat the combined troops, 
when within the territory of any state of this new confederacy, should 
he Commanded in chief by the general of that state, under direction of 
its government * • '

s e  c  t  I 0 N VII.

Principles ef Qrecian politics. Fourth expedifion of the Thebans, 
under Fpameinondas, into Peloponnesus y second invasion of Laconiâ  

. battle of Alantineia*

“We may, perhaps, on first view,, rather wonder at the former sub
mission, of the Grecian republics to the LacedseraOnian supremacy, 
than .at the assertio n-now of . the right of equality. But it will readily 
occur that this right of equality, however justly claimed, could not 
he exercised, when a powerful enemy pressed, without risking great 
inconvenience to the common cause. Republics, therefore, like indi 
viduals, when,fear, revenge, or ambition instigated, often conceded 
their equality for the advantage of military subordination. lienee 
arose temptation and opportunities for leading and ambitious men, 
which prevented, the possibility of l̂asting peace in Greeee, and must 
'prevent it, wherever a democracy may exist, strong enough to contend 
with neighbouring powers. Where gradation of rank is established, 
and meins of rising are open, ambition, undoubtedly for wise purposes, 
implanted in the mifiR of man, has* sonie opportunity for gratification', 
even in a settled government in peac,e; but a democracy, in peace' 
Is, forRie ambitious man, ; a blank: wir Or civil disturbance are neqesr

• * sary,
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sary to hinl; .and, wheii war dr sedition are once afloat, iio government 
■so teems with opportunities, notiê ofFers so wide a field for ambition, 
as democracy. Hence the most ambitions meh are* cottithohly î ealous 
For democracy: by ftr the largest portion of successful usurpers have 
begun their career as favorites of the multitude: and hence the per- 
petual wars of Greece, and the perpetuai seditions. We have seen 
■what ins'ccurity, publip and private, what continual apprehension, ,what 
almost continual violences resulted. In a country so constituted,'should 
any common wealth, acquiring strength td controal others, exercise’it 
so as to. check mischievous ambition, arid inforCe any tolerable civil 
order, pppularity would of course accrue to it, as far as such benefits 
were extended. Thus, the time of the Persian invasions, the attach-'
ihent' oT the greater'part of Greece t<j..Laceda;mdri was like that of a 

■ clari to an individual chief,-or a nation to its hereditary king, to the . 
admitted right of succession* in whose family it had owifid ages of 
internal peace. At the same time'the rest of Greece, as all the older 
writers testify, looked to subjection even under the Persian moharchr 
as likely to avert iriore evils than it would bring. When the superin'- 
tending poryCr then of Lacedisemon, through abuse, became intolerable, 
still the other republics felt the necessity of a head. Thus Athens rose ; 
and,* wheil the power abused by Athens became also intolerable, it only 
reversed to Lacfedmmon, to be again abused:. N̂evertheless so was the 
necessity of a superintending authority felf, among the jarring republics, 
ihat, when a few extraordinary men had raised Thebes, from bondage 
under LacediemOn, to dom’inion over-Boeptia, her new power of giving 
protection was rio sooner observed, than at dre w the regard of neigh- 
boritrg states; and Thebes appears to have been, in considerable extent, 
invited to aspire to the empire of Greece. Bub, tho the smaller repubr ■ 
lies, in general, saw such a rising power with more hope than jealousy, 
yet' the larger, which themselves ‘ aspired at ’sUpfemacy, viewed 
it through a different mediuiri. Since the battle of Cnidus and the, 
return of Conon,' Athens had* bisen alternately advancing and losing 
‘ground, but altogether gradually advancing, in strength and indomihion. ■ 
No aristocracy, oligarchy, or monarchy'would so in all points meet 
■ Voi.. III. - ’ <s-fT ' -4-  ̂ . . and

4 ^
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and thwart ler interest as aij imperial d̂ ^mocracy., Tt.was thus the 
same principle .which formerly, animated Syracuse ̂ against Athens,'.that 
now determined the Athenians tq persevere,, in alliance with Lacedfemo.n, 
for the purpose of qppdsing the ’ ambition and the growing power of 
Thebes. • • » ' ■ :. . i ■ < .
' It is however remarkable that, ifi this war, in which . Athens and 

Thebes were ingaged on opposite sides, we hear o f no "ravage of the 
Attic fields by the powerful arrnies of Boeotia* nor of any attempt 
against Bceotia in the occasional absence of its forces. Both states 
sent troops to act against each other, a distante from the territories of 

■ both, inPeloponnesus; both remaining quiet at home, as if by compact: 
perhaps compact, if not formally expressed, yet really understood, and 
upheld by a mutual sense of its convenience. The fact has been noticed 
by Demosthenes, that, during the Theban war, the. Attic terrifOry in*, 
joyed perfect peace‘h But the genius of Epameinondas, intent upon 
raising his city, and' reckoning the- depressiott of the formerly over
bearing landforce of - Lacedsemon the first thing necessary, would 
avoid needless impHcatioa with: Athens by land, while nevertheless, 
conceiving the . bold project o f making Thebes a , maritime power, 
he would contest with Athens the command of . the. sea.̂  That 
empire, to w'hich, while* the strength of Lacedsemon was so fully 
employed in the war With Thebes, Athens had been silently rising 
again,, the Athenian democracy again exercised tyrannically; and the 
discontent "among those called its. allieŝ  especially tfie rieh ilauds of 
Rhodes and Chios, and the important town of Byzantium, invited the 

B. C. 365, attention of Epameinondas.' He collegted a naval force so unexpectedly,* 
and conducted it so ably, that Laches, who commanded the Athenian 
fleet on the Asiatic station, tho an officer of reputation, was unable 
to make head against him j and the states of Rhodes, Chios, and Byzan
tium, renouncing the Athenian confederacy, ingaged in alliance 
with Thebes. But, successfulas he thus was in one expedition. Well, 
timed and rapidly executed, yet he could not maintain *the advantage. 
■Within the same year, according, to Diodorus,,Timotheus, commander*, 
itt-chief of the sea and land forces, of Athens, relieved Cyzicus in the

Jsoc. or.' ad 
■ Philipp.

Ol. 104v2.

*

I thigk in the oration on the Crown.
Propohtis,,

    
 



Sect. VII. FOURTH INVASION OF PELOPONNESUS. 
Plopontis, ■wlien besieged, if not by-Epameinondas in person, yet bŷ  
the armament which had been 'acting under him, and took- the im
portant towns of Torone and Potidcea oh the Thracian'coast; nor do 
we hear of ̂ ny farther naval enterprize df the Thebans. - v

Antiquity has so consented in unqualified eulogy of Epameinondas, 
that it might be hazardous, for a modern, to que6tion*the integrity Of 
his views and the-propriety >of his conduct, if .the passions which, 
evidently and confessedly, in some degree instigated him,, ambitidn' 
and the love of glory, were not themselves somewhat differently esti
mated in the antient and in the modern moral balance, and if political 
right and wrong were not also, in antient and in modern -times, dis
tinguished by diflTerent criteria. The violence of his interference in the 
affairs of Acadia, against the .̂ tablished government of the country, in. 
support of a faction disgraced by a profligate act, seems not to be justified 
upon any principle that will now be admitted. Motives however,, of 
considerable weight, for his resolution to march into Peloponnesus 
evidently existed. It appears clearly enough, tho not directly said by 
Xenophon, that Lacedmmonian intrigue had contributed to the revo
lution in Arcadia; beginning with Mantineia, and finally pervading 
'the united government. Nevertheless this, apparently, should have 
been opposed by negotiation, and would hardly justify hostile invasion: 
Thebes was not attacked, nof any regular ally of Thebes. ' Rut the 
Messenians, whom the ̂ Thebans had undertaken to protect in their- 
recovered country, .ŵere, .through the reviving influence of Lacedaemon, 
in Peloponnesus, certainly in gfeat danger. I f  then Epameinondas 
can be vindicated from the appearance of some wantomiess of ambition, 
the right, if siieh it was*-and the, duty, which .he had created for 
hiihself, of proteetihg the Messenians, are what may mOst obviously 
be alledged for him. But another, at least probable ihotive for his 
famous and fatal expedition, may deserve notice. Tliat inherent rest
lessness in the Grecian political.system, which made it incapable of 
lasting peace, is aCknowleged by all the ablest Writers Of the repub-, 
iiean times. Thebes was the head of a great. military confederacy; 
and Epameinondaŝ  at the Head .of-the- affe.irs"of Thebes, was not 
in an easy situation, Very probably he'was reduced to make a- 
‘ ' ' STS ' . virtue,
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virtuê , as he;could,,of necessity, by- undertaking the direction, of the 
effervescence, vinehf he cniild not s t i l l^  , n .

The force that he was able to assembie, zealous to serve-under him,; 
might alone have, inflamed the ambjtion of aij ordinary man. The 
Eubcean tovyns were now united iu: that confederacy with Thebes, 
wtich boundTheir ulexi of niilitary age to march at; the order of the 
imperial, .peoplei . Nu,morpuS Thessalian auxiliaries . came; froro the 
t^us, Alexander of Pherae,. and from the cities which had opposed 

*the tagu.S, .; for they, were now at peacewith-oneanother, and equally in 
'alliance^with Thpbesi Locria was xornpletely subject to Thebes®*.. 
Phocis,. -bpldly asserting independency, refused obedience to the requi* 
sitipn for its troops.: ‘ The teians of our. alliance,’" said the Phoefan̂  

fpquiie.us to assist the .Thebans, if attacked) but not to marchrwith- 
*. them to Pttack others.’ " -< •

g., .Leaving this, contumacy, for. future consideration, Epameipondas,.
tp pre vent opportunity forcheckiaghisway to his great object) hastened 
to pass the. isthmus, At Neniea hd halted; hoping thence, to mtercept 

,̂ 4he force expected from Athens,- to jbiii the. army of the Lacedsmonian. 
epnfederapy hut, after, &ome .stay, finding: hiniself: disappoiated' by 
the foresight opthe Athenian goyernment, who,sent;their troops by- 
seâ  tp the: Laepnfan coast, be, proceeded to Tegea. Plere his'.pelopan< 
.nesian alliep. met hitn. ArgpA > commoiily zealous', in' opposition to, 
Lacedaemon, was at this time free enough from;sedition to send fortlv, 

» its. strength. . The revived state of Messenia: was-of course warm, in thei

Bartheleini hâ done- little, aifd even̂  
attempted'little,-toward’ any Illustration of 
■ the politics, or political history, of Greece, 

*In̂ hjs abundant: .reading lie ids, givfji .his:, 
attention much to the panegyrists of Epft- 
meinohdas, and it'baî  been a favorite puf«. 
pose ofhi’sown to panegyrize EpanieinOhdaS. 
Npyefthel.ess .hê de.scriliSi-liint af/a j meeP, 
Thdian, patriot; no_t_-eyê . apempting,̂ tp̂  
sb'pw that his views extended tp the general 
freedom and wellbeing of Gipeece. He uses 
the licence,- which;̂  glg-a-of; his wgrk

rem^Sahle circumstanpes, w|ych. led tp the , 
last Theban .invasion o f  Peloponnesus; and,- 
taking*lip his hero already with his 'arliiy in  
'heart, o f  Arcadig, he avowSj without reserve i 

apology, that thp purpose o f the expedi
tion was to decide, ‘ ,si c'etoit au- Thebains 

-oii.aux lAcedeiriOniens ^  donner de^lcix 
J  ■, Anaebariis,/dn 13#<
p. 204;.X, 2.r ed .pct. ■ ■ <

®® Of this w,e are inforrned by Xenophon 
on a former Occasioi  ̂ and therefore "per-

f-TbeW-
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Theban interest; and scareely less so those Arcadian states which, b;̂  
rebellion- agajnst the united government^f their nation, had embraced 
it. . These were principally Tegea, Megalopolis, Asea,-and Palantiurn,- 
with some interspersed village-republics,, through weakness and situa
tion,-dependent on these. The anny, altogether, according to Diodorusj 
consisted of more than thirty thousand infantry, and about* three 
thousand horse. The army of the Lacedasmonian confederacy, xen. del, - 
considerahlyi. inferior, assembled about the skmd time in Mantineia;
Arcadia wasdivided, but the greater part joineddii the Tacedambnian 
alliance ; so that the troops* of Arcadia, Adhaia, and Elis, formed its 
principal force. .The Lacedremonians sent their cavalry arid a body oE 
mercenaries, with a.small body only of their native infantry,: keeping , 
the greater part for emergencies, at home.; '
* Epameinondas remained some time, with, his whole army, inactive 
within the walls of Tegea*'; a measure of which Xenophon declares 
his approbation, in terms, which Seein. to mark that, in' its day, it had 
not escaped censure.- In'the want indeed of.a cotempOrary historian 
the friend of the Theban general, tho.with later authors fie has been a 
favorite object of panegyric, jdt we find his candid enemy, XenophoiV 
really his best eulogist. ‘ . That this expedition was fortunate,  ̂ says’ s. Si 
that writer,;'. I would not affirm-; 'but, for what hnriian prudence and
‘ courage might accoinplisb, in • my opinion Epamernqndas failed irt 
‘ nothing. I commend him for keeping his army within the walls: of 
‘ Tegea. He deprived the eneiny' thus, hot, only ofi oppartuifity to
* attack him, but of opportunity; to observe what might’ indicate hisr
' purposes. Means of preparation nevertheless for 'himself were readier ; -
* and the enemy’s motions were open to his observatioh>. equally as if
* h e  w ere  incam ped w ithou t. I  com m end him. also^ hecause, the*!, 

‘ .com m a n d in g  th e  s tron ger army, he refrained: front’ attack; while the

* enemy held advantage; of Vround.’ The inactivity however,’ which 
Xenophon thus'approves, could be- advantageqn'k only' fof a limited

”  T» r̂ ariwî cii h rf -*■«» TeyearSt' Call jiaarfers.’ ThiS.is fully shbwA by an ex-
hratiiruTt. The word fgar̂ wiS'ei,' comniouly pressiohdfXenophdn'SOon'folloWiiigrialesf̂ â  
translated,- and-indeed, cenizâ nly. metthing, Is-wtHns-dfisroi Xen.'
U c<s«p, was however ..not confined to that ‘ Hel. 1.?, c. 5C s, IS, ' . ,
senile, but wakused sometimes for what we '

tim e,, >
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time. The influence arising from the general confidence rn the ability 
.and-spirit of Epameitjondas, \^ould indeed inable him'to piersevere iu it, 
longer than.a comniandei-of inferior name; but, in rest and .cdnfine-, 
ment, discontent would grow,, even among his troops, cbllected’ from 

 ̂ yarioiis states ; his reputation would «uifef, ‘ and then his'command 
would become precarious. Meanwhile of some' ad vantages, which he 
had been expecting, he found hiinself disappointed: none of the hostile 
or neutral states ŵ ould be induced, through any terror.of his supe
riority, or any hope fof advantage from the change/to join the Theban 
cause. . _ - . .
• Apparently the wisest conduct, of the Lacedmmô nian confed^acy, , 
■ \̂ ould have been to persevere in precisely that disposition of their force, 
which had principally occasioned the Theban general’s inactivity. 
The Lacedsemoman heavy-armed remaining at home, for the security* 
of their own country, the army assembled at *Mautineia had, taken a 
poritiou near that town, so strong as to deter attack, and,so advan
tageous, for covering the Mantineiaa territory, .that Epameinondas,: 
with the Very superior force he commanded, had thought it prudent to , 
abstain from the usual work of ravage. But, in such circumstances, 
rest itself begets uneasiness* ’ Tlie allies feared only the more destructive 
explosion from the .unexpected quiescence of so great a force, under 
so ̂ eno-wmed a commander. They could not be satisfied to have the' 
Lacedjeinonians remain at home, for the protection of their own country,' 
less .immediately threatened, while they, with •unequal, numbers,' 
should bear the brunt of- a war so- much more than. commonly for
midable. They were in consequence so urgent in petition and remon-’ 
strance, that the Lacedasmonian"government thought it necessary to' 
jcOncede, and all the best remaining strength of the state'marched! 
under the orders of Agesilaus. ’ \
, This measure relieved Epameinondas. Iiilelligence.no sooner cached’ 

him, that Agesilaus h^d left Sparta,- and was already at Pellene, than 
he formed his plan and proceeded instantly to the execution. Orders 
were issued for the troops to take theif evening meal arid march. 
The better !j'oad to Sparta, and perhaps,*from Tegea, the shorter, by 
Sellasia, was'Open; and so deficient was'the lookout of the Laeedee-*

monians, *
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iiionians, that, but for the providential intelligence, so Xenophon; calls 
it ’■*, brought to Agesilaus by a Cretan, Sparta would have been taken,

• he says, like a birdsnest, desti^te of defenders. Agesilaus hastened 
his return, so that he arrived before Epameipondas. His force, the 
■ whole Lacedsemoniau cavalry and part of. the infantry being at Man?' 
tineia, was very, scanty for the defence of a loosely-built unfortified 
town, against the approaching d'my. .But, for the antient art of watj 
every house wars a fortification; every_̂ .Piihence gave great advantage, 
for the antient missile, weapons.- From a hou.setOp the bowpian, slinger, 
and, dartman, himself secure, could aim his’strokes at those below 
with,superior'effect. . - ; .

Epameinondas, upon his arrival, disappointed-pf his hope of sur
prizing the place, observed the able disposition fot defence made by 
Agesilaus, and determined his plan of attack .accordingly. Making 
no attempt against the more open parts, where imrqediate assault‘was 
Expected, he sent a detachment, which, b,y a circuitous march, seized 
a height commanding the town. ‘ It may he said,’ says-Xenoption, • 
1 that the deity interfered; it may be said that nothing-cati withstand 
‘ the desperate; . certainly,’ he proceeds,’ ‘ it appears extraordinary,
‘ that, when Archidamus, with less than a hundred men, advancing 
‘ over very difficult ground, attacked that height;, the Thebans, those- 
* men breathing firê  those conquer6j-s-of the LacedEBmonians, with 
‘ advantage of numbers, and with every advantag’Cj did pot even wait 
‘ the assault, but turned; and some of the piim  ̂ of their army Were 

■ ‘ slain.’ ' The LacedEemonians, elated with such success, pursued intepi- 
perately, and lost some men; but Archidamus *kep.t possession of the 
irnportant post he'had carried, raised hiS trophy,‘and received the 
enemy’s solicitation for the bodies df the dead,- pf which he remained 
master;, which, on account of the usual impression on the soldiers, on 
Both sides, was, in the ciEcumstances in which the LacedEemopians 
stood, a very important advant̂ age. , ,

Plutarch has. reported an anecdote of this attack upon Sparta, which, 
tho somewhat apparently extravagantj. has been too much noticed to> 
be passedhmmentioned. Isadas, son of Phoebidas, a youth, of a sin*
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gulady fine person, just apointed, in the way .of the Greeks, after 
bathing, on alarm sounded, snatchtfig a spear in ope hand, a sword in 
the other, - ran out naked,' pres|ed to the*foi-emost rank of the bacedte- 
liionian troops, and did extraordinary exfcuti&n among the enemy, 
inthout receiving a wound :*jp'hether, says the writer, some god^pre-. 
Served him, or the idea that he ,\yas nipre than human appalled the 
enemy. For the merit of his deed he was rewarded with the honor of 
being publicly crowned by the.ephors: for the irregularity.of it,*he 
was fined a thousand drachmas, about forty pounds sterling, Plutarch 
seems to attribute this adventure to-the Ingagement in Which the trophy 
was Won by Archidamus; with which it seems utterly’ inconsistent. 
With more appearance of pfobability it might be referred to- the assault, 
not specified by Xenophon, hut in which> according to Polybius, the 
besieging army penetrated as far as the agora of Sparta*’.
" It appears however to have been the suecets of Arehidamus, in carry
ing the commanding poshithat deprived Epameinondas of tlie hope of 
rapid progress againstthe city; and, unprovided as he was, in-a hostile 
country, .hemmed in by mountains,' he deemed it inexpedient tcf wait 
till the. army from Mantineia  ̂ already marching to the relief of Lace- 
dtenioB, should arrive. Fertile in resources, he founded, on the failure 
of one stroke, a plan for another. It was the season of harvest; and 
the Mantineiansj wh©i while he lay in 'Fegeaj had confined their slaves

_ **Isada9, acc<>rdiog to the well imagined, 
conjeClure of Mr, James Byres, has bcen- 
intended m that admirable statue in the'villa 
Borghese at Rome, commonly, but enough 
without reasonable foundation, called the 
fightiag gladiator; the, only work extant, of. 
the first-rate Greek sculpture, in which the 
-human formas represented in strong, action; 
unlesŝ  the Laocoon in the. Vatican should 
be arranged in the same class of design, of 
the Wrestlers, in the tribune of -the gallery 
at Florence, may be admitted into the same 
class of merit. The character of the codp- 
tenance of the figure in the villa Borghese , 
'is Grecian and heroic. The difference of the;

1̂1 .

ieatures of the dying gkdiator, rightly <so 
called, in the Capitol, is striking: the ex
pression is very fine; the,work is altogether 
admirable, andthe more so because it.marks, 
precisely the character it:Has been intended 
► to represent; hot. a Greek, for the face is 
not Grecian; not a hero, for the expiessioh, 
■ tho showing sternness and'fortitude shoWs 
the fortitude of -a mind.Repressed by slavery; 
and-without elevation of thought. Such at 
least, is the impression which it readily con
veys to those to vshom the forms of-Grecian 
sculpture, are familiar. Since this note was 
first published, these , statues, I. fear, have 
been .removed from: the places indicated.

- and
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and cattle within their wails,'would ende%'or to profit from his absence 
for getting in their crop, fastening therefore his return, in expecta
tion to-find the produce ready for carr3dng, with the slaves* and cattle 
in the fields, he proposed ttJ make all the prey of his army.

After a march of thirty miles, over a lofty mountain barrier, he 
allowed his infantry some rest in Tegea ; but he. sent his horse imme
diately forward,, into the Mantineian territory. All the laboring 
slaves, as he foresaw, - all the cattle, and many of the Mantineian 
people, within and beyond the militaiy age, were in the fields. The 
approach of the Theban cavalry being observed and announced, all 
■was alarm in Mantineia, and throughout its narrow ter îtor3̂  For- 
tunatel}  ̂ a body of Athenian horse was just arrived, but fatigued with 
a forced march of two days, of extraordinary length, along a moun
tainous road. They had left Eleusis only the preceding day, rested for 
the night at the isthmus, and, on the morrow, in feat, apparently,' of 
being intercepted, p'ressed their way bn, by Cleonse to Mantineia, 
without, halting. They had just taken their quarters, and men and 
horses were yet without refreshment, when'the Mantineians came to 
them with the most earnest solicitations for assistance and-protection, 
on which they represented their existence as depending. The Athenians, 
ashamed, says the historian, weary as they were, being present in such, 
circumstances, to be useless, and anxious to. maintain their country’s 
glory, instantly remounted, to ingage a very superior force of the 
cavalry of Tbebes'and Thessaly, the most rehowned of Greece. They 
came quickly to action, and bjave men, he proceeds, fell on both sides; 
but the advantage was Avholly with the xMhenians: they carried off 
all their own slain; they restored some of the enemy’s, the boasted 
criterion always of victory, under a solicited iruce; a'nd> Arhat, was 
a more essential, and indeed a most important advantage, they gave 
complete protection to the Mantineians, and inabled them to save 
all their property .’”.
. Difficulties now pressed upon Epameinondas, The confederacy of 
little military republics, Avhich had put so great a force,- the best part

Xenophon_has not named the Athenian cojjimander: Diodorus calls him Hegelochus: 
a man, he says, before of high reputation anjong the Athenian military,

VoL. III. ' ^.U of
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of their population, under his command, had no public revenues equal 
to the maintenance of lbo.se numbers imth4.field,'faf from hothe. The 
term of expeditions, which they might undertake, was Jitnited by 
necessit3j,'of circumstances.- Magazines, £uch;as attend the''motions 
of modern armies, were not even thought of. Already, the trooi)S under 
Epameinondas had suffered want, and that want must go on inGreasing. 
But tire term of, his expedition was not left to his discretion, or to he 
decided by contingencies ;" it was absolutely limited by the controuling 
authority, whether of the Theban government, or-of a congress of 
the confederacy, we are uninformed. It was now' hear expiring, and 
the troops of the northern states ihust he led 'home - Defeated in his
attempt upon Sparta, and in that whieh followed it. Upon the Manti- 
heian territory, his reputation nould not fail to suffer,- notwithstanding 
the abilities really displayed, if, with an army so-superior to the enemy, 
and so much greater than was commonly seen in Greece, his campain 
were marked only by disappointments.*' He had moreover to consider,’ 
that his expedition Was the immediate Occasion of the union of Athens, 
Elis, Achaia, and the-ibest part o f Areadia, with Lacedeempn, in oppo
sition to Thebes, or at least of the. actual energy of that union. . Were 
he then tO: withdraw without victory, those Arcadians,; whose cause 
had .been th,e pretence for the Thebans to. iaterfeic in arms in Pelopon
nesus,-must he immediately .overwhelmed; and the revived state of 
Messenia, for whose protection Thebes, but .̂especially Epameinon* 
das, was pledged, . would * be at the enemy’s mercy. A victory was 
perhaps necessary,̂  not only to ’ avert- ruin .from those whon) he 
had bound himself to protect, but to make his ewn •return -to his 
country, not creditable only but even safe. A battle therefore was 
indispensable’; and if he fell, says Xenophon, it was a satisfactory

O x l y t ) ,  jatli «,m y«n  leratlf

is among tlio passages -of Xenophoti for 
which we want as.sistance, which, ‘it should 
seem, we might not unreasonably, expect 
from the later antient writers whO have 
treated of the actions of EpameinondaŜ

but, among many tales, and much panegycic, 
we find little that deserves the name of 
bidory. Or that affords any iliustration of 
history. As far as I have ventured expla
nation, 1 thhik I am Warranted by what may 
by gathered from Xenophon himself.

/. reflectioa
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reflection for him that his fall woilld be glorious, in the endevor to* * - . , - ^  *

give Thebes the empire of Greece, -
* That these should be his sentiments;’ proceeds the historian, con- Xen. Hel. 

tinuing the eulogy of his enemy, ‘ I think not. yerŷ M’onderful; they 
‘ are common to men smitten with the love of glory ; but, to have so 
‘ prepared his troops, collected from various states, that they 'tvould 
‘ decline no fatiĝ ue* yield tp no, danger, in want be patient, and iii all 
‘ circumstances orderly and zealous in duty; this I think truly worthy 
‘ of admiration.’ Epameinoridas declared, in public orders, his resolu
tion to ingage the enemy, and the utmost alacrity was manifested by 
the army. The cavafry diligently brightened their helmets; the infantry 
Avere seen bujsy, sharpening their spears and swords, and burnisbmg their 
shields; some of the Arcadian heavy-armed desired to be inrolleelJn 
the Theban band of clubmen; a circum.staaoe which seems singularly 
to mark the pojaularity of the Theban name, when Epameinondas com
manded. What the band of clubmen wal we' are not informed : 
possibly an institution of less utility for the yeapon, from, which *ii 
was denominated, than for the enthusiasm it inspired, in emulation of 
Hercules, whom the Thebans ptoudly called at the same time their 
god and̂  their fellowcountryman. •

G-eneral zeal thus quickly making preparation complete, Epamei-,s. 21, 
nondas, at an early hour of the morning, formed his order of battle, and 
marched, by his left; not directly tO\Vard Mantineia?- but to the nearest 
root of mount Masnaliis; the western 1;̂ oundary of the vale, in which 
both-Mantineia and Tegea stood. There, on strong ground, within'22. 
.sight of the enemy, he extended his phalatix, and grounded arms**, as 
if going to incarap. * '

According to those terms, to >vhinh thê pressure of adversity had

’'e0£t» Ta owXa. It is not always possible 
to find terms in modei'n 'language for ex
pressing exactly the circumstances of antient, 
warfare. In the Grecian'service, what prin-. 
cipally loaded the footsoldier of the phalanx 
was his large shield. To relieve him from 
the pressure of its weight was of course

expedient, whenever it might be safely done. 
'The spear also was weighty, but it might bo 
planted on the ground, atid still ready for 
instant use. To ground the-shield required 
more" caution, and seems to have been more 
particularly iuiplied in the phrase

U g reduced
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reduced the Lacedsem onians to  subm it, th e  arm y o f  th e ir con federacy,, 

b e in g 'in  the M antinejan  territo ry , was to  be com m anded , in  chief, by 

M an tin e iah  generals, under d irec tion  o f  the M an tin e ian  administration. 

In  the w ant o f  the ab jiities o f  a  Lycom edes, w h ich  m igh t have made 

some amends fo r  th e  inherent inconven ibncies o f  such a regulation, 

the presence o f  Agesilaus, tho  n o t  possessing th e  nom inal cdmmahd- 

inrChief, m igh t have been ad van ta geou s : som e d^fe^ence m igh t have 

been paid to  his rank and lo n g  experience, at least .when danger pressed. 

B u t Epam einondas seems to  have derived  that advan tage from.his expe-^ 

d ition  against Sparta, th a t A ges ilau s, and a la r g e  part o f  the troops, 

-before destined to  rein force tK e a rm y -in  A rcad ia , w ere retained to  

p ro tect La con ia  against h n y  n ew  a tta ck .. W h o, com m anded now  in  

A rcad ia , w e are n o t in fo rm ed : th e ir  deficiencies on ly  are reported to 

ns. A p p a ren tly  the circum stances w h ich  im posed u pon  Epameinondas 

th e  necessity o f  seeking* a  battle, should have dec ided  them by all 

mean's to  a vo id  it. N everthe less  th e y  w ere prepared, •with a very  

in ferio r force, tw o-th irds  o n ly  o f  his numbers, a ccord in g  to  Diodorus, 

t o  contend w ith  his superior ta len ts. H is  measures, ind ica ting inten- 

t io n  to  incam p, com plete ly  d ece ived  them . A ifte r  h a v in g  form ed their 

e>rder o f  battle, w ith  the v iew  to  m eet him,, con c lu d in g  that Jhis'pur- 

pose ■was not to  fi^h t . that day, th ey  a llow ed  tha t order to  be in  a 

great degree d issolved, and the preparation o f  the sold ier ’s mind for 

action, h ig h ly  iinpo.rtant in  Xenophon*s idea, to  be relaxed and 

dissipated. ,

Epahieinondas observed th e  e ffe c t his fe in t had p ro d u ce d f and pro- 

‘ ceeded to  p ro fit from  i t :  he. issued orders to  resume arms and march. 

W e  have seen it  the p rac tice  o f  th e  Thebans to  fo rm  -their phalanx of. 

.extiaordinary, depth, even  to  f i f t y  in  file  ; tru s tin g  to  the e fiect o f  

break ing the enem y ’s front, a t th e  risk o f  su ffering  themselves in 

flank. B y  this m ethod  th ey  had fo rm er ly  ga ined  th e  battle  o f  Delium 

against the Athen ians, and by th is  m eth od  Epam einondas h im self had. 

succeeded, in th e  g lorious day  o f  Leuctra,; against th e  Lacedem onians. 

H is  superiority in  numbers inabJ.ed h im  now,, in  ta k in g  the advantage, 

to  obvia te  th e  hazard o f  that m eth od . R e s o lv in g  to  d ire c t  his principal 

e ffo rt against th e  to e m y ’s r igh t, h e  form ed  M s lin e  in  th e  ordinary

manner
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mayner of the Greeks, j His Theban cojumn of attack was a sj?parate '
body, which he-placed in front his left wing. Following the same, ;
principle in the disposition of his cavalry, he divided -it on-the flanks.
of his infantry; but meaning that the cavalry of his Igft should be
the charging body, he gave it a strdngjth that might insure its supê
riority, leaving the horse on. his right comparatively weak. These
therefore he directed to some advantageous ground, with orders not̂
to moye from it, unless opportunity of evident advantage should offer';
and he provided support for them, in case of heed, from a body of
infantry.

While, in this advantageous arrangement, Epameinondas led directly 
toward the enemy, their generals, tho they had allowed order nearly to 
cease in their army, had not provided for holdiug it‘ in their choice 
to avoid a bjittle. His approach, therefore,, produced, with universal 
alarm, a uijiversal hurry among their forces.- Some, says tlie cotem-*- 
porary historian, were forming, some rutming to the ground whei’e 
they should-form, some bridling their horses ; some putting on their 
breastplates; and all seeming more like men-expecting to Suffer than pre
paring to act. Orderhowever was restored before attack could begin 
upon them ; the Arcadians held the right, as the' post of honor, which, i 15 ' 
by treaty, they claimed within their own country; the Î CedasmOnians 
were posted next to them; the cavalry were divided cm the flanks.

The battle began wdth the cavalry. That of the Lacedmmonian side Xen. Hel. 
was without those light-armed foot, practised to act W'ith hnrSe, whose 
weapons, galling from a-distance, prepared fur thC effect of a charge.
The Theban abounded with these; and being moreover; very superior 
in number, they presently overthrew their opponents.. The Theban 
column of infantry then joined action; buL tho'carefully composed 
of the best troops, ndth Epameinondas leading, it found strong resist- 
anc-e from the Lacedasmonian and Arcadian foot. Its persevering force, 
however, at length broke the opposing ranks, .and then the effect was 
what the able projector expected̂  That which had the reputation 
of being the firmest part of the enemy’s Hne being put to flight, 
the contagion spied among the inferior troops, and all the infantry, 
gave way.  ̂ ^

It
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I t  seemed ro w  as i f  v ictor.y  m ust be, on the T b eb a n  side,As complete 

as superior force, d irected  b y  superio j Judgement^ cou ld  majce it. But 

w e  have had repeated occasion to  observe how  m uch o f  the fate o f  mul

titudes m ay depend on one man. L ea d in g  the ,charge o f  his column, just 

'as success appeared decided , tho  th e  L^eda jraon ians, w ith  th e if phalanx 

broken, w ere  s till resisting, Epan ieinondas rece ived  a wound in his breast 

.and fell. T h e  disaster in gaged  thu atten tion  o f  those around j and, with 

the in form ation  o f  it, rap id ly  spreading, confusion and dismay pervaded 

the army.. Succession o f  command.scems not to  havh been du ly provided 

for. T h e  Various' m u ftkude h a v in g  no equal confidence in  any other 

dfiSctr, au thority , ex ten d in g  o ve r  th e  M’hole, in  a grea t degree ceased^ or, 

i f  any proper Regu lation  had been m ade, i t  was overborne by the impulse 

o f 'h es ita t io n  and consternation ; W'hieb so prevailed^ thaLscarcely an 

a ttem p t was m ade to  p ro fit from  the v ic to ry  actually-gained^, The 

heavy-arm ed stood on tire g rou n d  on which, th ey  had fought, v in 

d ica tin g  the possession o f  the, dead and woiinded, but not m oving a 

step in  pursuit. T h e  cava lry  tUiTned from  those they had put to  f l ig h t ; 

and, w ith ou t a b low  agains^f the enem yA  retreating in fantry, slipped 

b y  them, to  rejoin th e ir ow n  phalanx, as i f  them selves defeated. The 

ligh t-a rm ed  and targeteCrs, alone presum ing on V ictory , crossed the 

field  tow ard  the le ft, w ith ou t e x p e c t in g  attack or lo o k in g  fo r  support. 

The, A th en ian  horse, no lon ger  k ep t in  check  by th e  ab le  disposition 

m ade fo r  the purpose, charged  and  put them  ^ o s t l y ’ to  the sword., 

Epam einondas l iv e d  to  b0 in fo rm ed  that h is arm y was victorious, but 

fainted, i t  is said, on the ex tra c tio n  o f  th e  b roken  end  o f  the weapon,

le f t  in the wound, a n d  died soon  a fte r ,
, Under

^  .Xenophon simply mentionA that 'Epa- 
meihondas fell in-the, battle; piodolTis, 
after a puerile detail of feats,' like those of 
Achilles in the' Iliad, or rather of Virgirs 
hero in the iEneid, is more circumstantial 
than any other' writer about his death, '■ He 
mentions no authority for those things said 
and done, between three'and four centuries 
before him, which NepOs,in his Own age, and 
Plutarch and Paiisahias, after him, eyiclently

' did not (Juite believe; yet his story has been, 
generally given _ as e.uthefttid' by modern 
writers. Plutarch, in his Eife of Agesilaus, 
has quoted earlier authors;, a circumstance 
which may, m e r e ' than any other, excite , 
regret for the loss of his Life Of Epameb 
nondas, For those circumstances; reported 
by Diodorus, which, bcingprobable in them
selves, are in any degree confirmed by Nepos 
an̂  Plutarch, neither of whom ĥ  copied 
* him,

    
 



Se c t . V I L  b a t t l e  o f  H A N T I N E j A .

U n d e r  th ese ' Gircumstances o f  the battle, both sides c la in ied .th e  

v ic t o r y ;  each arm y raised its trophy, undisturbed by t|ie o th er; each 

rem ained  in possession o f  some o f  the enem y ’s dead ; and nefther w^ould 

im m ed ia te ly  so lic it the bodies. But th e  slain o f 'th e  Lacedaemonian, 

side seem to  h ave  been hot on ly  m ore numerous,, but o f  h igh er rank, 

c a v a lry  and heavy-ar'm ed; whereas those o f  the Thfeban‘side, remain- 

ii;ig in  the enem y’s power, were m ostly  light-arm ed, or targetCers. 

S h ortly  thei’efbre the Lacedcemonians, y ie ld in g  to w hat was esteemed 

a m ost serious du ty , sent their herald, w ith  the .usual solicitation ; 

and, aR er this *acknow legem ent, the Thehans^ also senU their herald 

to  m ake the same request.' ‘ ^

‘ U n iversa l e xp ec ta tion ,’ says th e  cotem porary historian”, ‘  was 

‘  s trange ly  deceived  b y  th is, even t o f  so grea t .a battle. *A lm ost all 

‘  G reece  being* m et in  arms, there was n obody  who d id  no.t suppose 

‘ th a t the v ic tors  w ou ld  in future com m and, and the defeated  must 

‘ obey. B u t G o d , ’ he continues, ‘ d ec id ed  otherwise. Ea.ch party 

‘ c la im ed  the v ic to ry , and neither g a in ed  any advantage,: territory,

‘ tow n, or dom in ion  was "acquired b y  neither ; but-indecision , and 

‘ trouble, and con fu s ion , niore than even  before that battle, pervaded 

‘ G reece* ’ T ired  th en  w ith  the sad ta le p f  his Country’s woes, which, 

in  the va in  hope o f  better times, h ^  had now , from  early youth to  

ad van ced  age, been so lic itou sly  observing, he Cohcludes hia b istoiical 

n a r r a t iv e : . ' Thus fa r , ’ he says, ‘ s u ffic e 'if  fo r me to  have ^elated : fo l-  

‘ lo w in g  events, jrerhaps, w ill interest som e other w riter.’

.51
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him, or.which afford prolsable illustration 
of the cotemporary historian’s concise nar-

'rative, reasonable Credit will be allowed.

    
 



. 5 2 0 IMSTORY OF GREECE. C h a p . XXVIIL

’ S E C T I O N  v i i r .

General Ratification ; 'LaCidmmim excluded : Trouiles in -Arcadia; 
Interfierence of Thebes .- Views of Agesilaus. Afiairs qf the East: 
'War of Evagoras with Persia : Pebdllon of the Persian maritime 
provinces, Eapedifion of Agesilaus to Egypt: Deafh of Agesilaus: 
Distraction together of the Aristoctatiedl and Democratical intefzsfs 
in Greece, ând Dissolution of the antient system of Grecian coht 
federacy.

" I t  is a m o^t c r it ica l m om ent a t ^ h i ’ch 'w e  lose the invaluable guidance 

o f  Xettophdn, in  the m aze o f  G rec ia n  affairs. A c c o rd in g  to  Diodorus 

Diod. Lap. and P lu ta rch , the fermeritation> in  wh ich  the indecisive battle o f  

pjuf M an tin eia  le ft  th ings; was presently stilled  by  a genera l p eace ; to  the

Asesil. terms o f  w h ich  Laced® m on  a lon e  refused accession. HoW  the adverse 

j-epublics vrere brought to  a tem per fo r  pacification , those writers, little  

curious abou t such matters, le a ve  u n to ld ; .but a co lla tion  o f  the memo

rials o f  the tim es w ill afford^ in  a grea t degree, the in form ation  to  be 

rJesired. W c  have a lready learn t from  X enophon , that the term lim ited 

fo r  the s erv ice  . o f  the Theban , and o ther northern forces,' was near 

-• exp iring, w h en -th e  b a ttle  was fou gh t^  and w e h ave  had-numCrous^ 

occasions to  see how  usual it  was fo r  th e 'a rm ies  o f  th e  Grecian confe

deracies, w ith ou t a peace; w ithorrt even  a truce, to  separate after a 

battle. I t  seems th en 'certa in  that, when th e  c red it  and abilities o f  

Epameinondas were gone, the T heban  in fluence in stan tly  sunk, and 

the bonds w h ich  h e ld  the T h eb an  con federacy, together were so 

slackenedj th a t i t  verged  rap id ly  tow ard  dissolution. T h a t fear there

fore, o f  the preponderance q f  Thebes, w h ich  had un ited  the opjiosing 

republics,, soon  d iss ipa ted : and, some o f  them, especia lly Athens, . 

d riven , b y  the dread d f  a r iv a l dem ocracy, t o  con n ect its e lf  w ith  the 

Opponents o f  that in terest o f  w h ich  it  had been fo rm er ly  the head, 

^oMegalop became n ow  ra th er apprehensive o f  the superiority  w h ich  m igh t,retu rn .

to  Lachdremon and the aristocra tica l cause. U n d er  these circumstances

.opportunity.

    
 



S rx T .  Vlir. G E N E R A L  P E A C E . T R O U B L E S  I N  A R C A D IA .

• ' opportunity for negotiation wouldbe'obvious. The states o f the Tfiobap
>confederacy persevered th*en.m insisting upon thb independency of 
Messenia. Those o f the Lacedaemonian, Lacedaemon itself only excepted, 
holding themselves no longer interested, as before, to oppose this> 
some perhaps gladly, and the rest after no long controversy, consented.'

* Thus peace appears to have been concluded; Laceda^mon alone
remaining at war, nominally, with all the republics o f tho Theban 
confederacy. • .

This relic o f war, however, Avas o f no v^ry threatening aspect; if, 
by the terms o f the treaty betvveert the other states of the two cph- piod. 1. is .  

federacies, the armies on both sides were, as Diodorus affirms, Jo'be c.^4. p. 5or, 

dissolved, and the troops to return to their several homes. Nevertheless 
the fear of exciting united energy anew, among the inimical states,, 
appears to have prevented any immediate effort of the Lacedasmonians 
against Messenia. The first insuing transaetions in Greece, noticed 
by the compiler whom Ave must now follow, Â hich be attributes to the 
year after that of the battle of Mantineia, indihate a prevailing dispo- B.*C. |-|4. 
sition, in the leading republics, to rest under the existing state of things; ?•
tho the uneasiness o f a large number o f unfortunate, and perhaps many 
injured men, urged them still to seek commotion. On the union of 
Arcadia, the inhabitants of several villages had been compelled, as Ave 
have formerly seen, to quit their residences, and migrate to the new 
capital, Megalopolis. Dissatisfied Avith the change, they now claimed, j 

'  under that- article o f the treaty o f peace, AA'hicb required the returnmf 94.
all the troops, on both sides, to their respective hoines, to go them- ,
selves and redccupy their antient' country residences. The leading 
men in Megalopolis vehemently opposed this. "VVe might be at a loss . 
for the motives o f each party,‘had Ave not seen a solution o f the difficulty 
in Xenophon’s .account o f the dispersion and reassembling of thCQ^ gg  ̂j^  ̂
Mantineians. Those o f the inhabitants of Megalopolis, on whom the 
v iolence had been put, o f the-chief o f them, AA'ere landed men, accus
tomed to live independently upon their estates, nearly as the smaller 
barons in the feudal times of Avestern Europe o f course attachfed to

the .
* *'Something of the same kind is said to among the Mainotes, in the .Peloponnesian 

siibsist, with many relics of heroic manners, mountains, at this day ? whose chiefs, living
Vo£. III. . 3 X  . . is

    
 



S2<k ■  ̂ H I S T O R y  O F C  R E E C E. C h a p . XXVIII.
the aristocratical interest. Tbe'uneasjness ofisuch men, on being sepa:- 
rated from t̂heir [rroperty, to become njeiilbers of the multitude in k 
town, and there .observed with ĵ ealousy by that mtiltitiide, instigated 
by leaders their politicaF enemies, may be easily conceived. They 
addressed solicitations to Mantiueia, Efis, and bll the aristocratical 
republics, to support ‘them in' their construction of' the late treaty. 
Upon this the democrat!cal ehiefs^applied to Thebes. ' Energy, with a 
disposition to pursue the policy  ̂ of their late illustrious'general, so 

. remained in the Councils there> that Pammenes, a principal friend of 
Epameinondas, was sent, at the head of three thousand heavy-armed, 
into Arcadia. None then Stirring in. fbvor'of the unfortunate country- 
gentlenien, as we should call them in England,, they* were compelled to 
submit to the commands imposed upon themj aod the more effectually 
to obviate a renewal of their attempt to secede from the city, their 
country residences were’Hestrdyed ’*. . •

In this state of things *the situation of the aged king .of La'cedsemon, 
AgCsilaus,. who h|4 begun to reign wben Lacedaemon was arbitress Uf 
Greece, and had himself gone far to make her arbitress of Asia, could

in castTe’-̂ fashiotied Itoiises, lo<lge tKC stranger 
hospitably received̂  as ip ttomer’s time, 
tinder the sounding portal, 4t9ovi?i!

OdysB. 1.3. v.35£>!
According to our editions of t)i0ck)rus,- 

the application of the MegalopoIilanS' was 
to Athens, and Paitimenes was an Athenian 
.general, and the three thousand heavy-armed' 
tinder him were Athenian. Wesseling how
ever has expressed a suspicion of this ..pas
sage; ‘ Demiror,’ he says, pempsthenem,
‘ or, de Megalopolit. nihil horum attingere.’ 
Thus admonished by Wesseling to look into 
that oration, it haS appeared to .me fully'" 
implied that, to the time when it Was deli
vered, the Athenian, government never had 
interfered in the affairs of the Megalopoli- 
tans. Nor anywhere, but in this passage of . 
Diodorus, do we find the name of Pammenes 
as an Athenian general. But Pammenes, 
the Theban getieral and Statesman,, is.iiie.n- 
■ tigned; not by Diodorus only, as a man of 
great eminence, but also by Pausanias and

' ' '  1 r ■

Plutarch, and by Pausanias especially as 
having held the command-in-ehief on an oC- 
casion.when the affairs of Megalopolis were 
settled̂  and the- secufity of that new esta
blishment provided for. Ĉonsidering then 
the circumstances of Greece at the time, and 
in times immediately preceding and follow
ing, as far as they are made known to us, 
there ’seems no rhom for doght hot Thebes,' 
rather than Athens, - would be the state 
to which tlie. Megalopolitans Would apply 
for support, and the state most likely 

• to be able , and ready to give it. From 
Thebes indeed it Would be almost matter of 
course, hû from Athens little likely to come. 
Altogether- then it appears so indicated that 
the name ’A9«»»iaK< hs® crept into this, pas
sage of Giir. copies of Diodorus, through the 
ignorance or carelessness of transcribers, for 
©aSahe?', that I have thought myself war
ranted, stating thus niy gro-unds, to prefê  
the reading for which Wesseling has fur
nished Jhe suggestion.

. not

    
 



-Sect. v m .  A F F A I R S  O F  L A C E 0 ^ . M O N .  ^
n o t  but* be b ig b ly  uneasy. P liitarcb  has ineptly enough censured h’un 

fo r  n o t resting on h is hum iliated throne. Rest, in any security, Is 

l i t t le  l ik e ly  to  have been in his c h o ic e ; and P lu tarch ’s apo logy  fo r 

h im , subjoined to  th e  ^ensure, appears far better founded  than the 

censure i t s e l f : ‘ H e  th ou gh t it, ’ says th e  biographer^ unnmrthy o f  

‘ h im , even  a t his age, to  s it dow n  in Sparta, w a iting fo r  death, and- 

‘ d o in g  n o th in g  fo r  the pub lic.’ In  tru th  a Spartan k in g  could dd  

l it t le  fo r  the pub lic, a t home, in peace, unless the public g o o d  ih igh t 

requ ire  his. in terferen ce in p o lit ica l in trigue, and his influence might- 

m ake such ir^erference effectual, to  con tfou l the ephors. Agesilaus 

h ow ever, n o tw ith stan d in g  the m isfortunes o f  his reign, w h ich  adverse 

circum stances, and extraord inary talents am ong the enemies o f  his 

c ou n try  produced,^ appears to  Im vehad  extens ive  estim ation in  his own 

and the fo llo w in g  age, a wise man an d  an able politician^®. A t  this 

t im e  his party  Ivas p reva len t in Lacedgem on ; and, tho approaching his, 

eig-htieth year, his constitu tion  o f  b od y  was stiH. v igorous, and his 

m in d  s till en terpriz ing. S till therefore h im se lf the life  and sonL o f  the, 

Lacedsem onian  adm inistrationj he d irected  his views to raise his fallen 

cou n try . A n d  esp ec ia lly .it seems to  h ave  been his anxious puipose to  

re co ve r  Messenia. M ilita ry  strength  was tio^ y e t  so much w anting to. 

Lacedaem on, as revenue to  g iv e  en ergy  to  that strength. E very  

xn.ethod, therefore, th a t th e  circum stances o f  the tiines w ou ld  altowj, 

was. taken  fo r -ra is in g  m oney. A c c o rd in g  to  Plutarch, loans from  

in d iv id u a ls  seem to  have been the principal resou rce ; and the 

c red it  o f  Agesilaus w hat ch ie fly  g a ve  this an y  efficacy. T o  sogthe 

an d  recon c ile  , the - PeriGeoians, those Lacon ians o f  the provincial 

tow ns, • whom  the ty ran n ica l o liga rch y  o f  tire Spartans had alienated, 

•wotfld o f  course be an im portant ob jec t ; and i t  was probably a measure 

o f  p o licy , w ith  th is p o in t ih v iew , and not o f  base pesentmentf as 

P lu ta rch  w o u ld  h ave  it, to  g ra n t hered itary honors and privileges to  

A n tic ra tes , a Lacon ian , vdio, was said' to , have g iv en  .Epamei- 

nondas h is.m ortal wound. Possib ly i t  m ay n o t have been very  Clearly'

Thus Isocrates, when it was his purpose IKat A»xsi<)tii»,o/unf Oft ad
to select, for example, men of the, highest* Philip, p. SS-t. ed, Apger; '
reputation for wisdom:' i

523,

Xen.'Agesil, 
c, 2. s. 28,

Xen. Agesil. 
Plut. vit. 
AgesiL
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ascertained b y  whom , or how, in  the tu m u lt o f  c lose action, w ith  corn- 

fusion  already, begun in the Laced'cemonian line, th a t wound was g iv en ; 

but, among* th e  d ifferent reports transm itted to -ns, what Plutarch, has 

preserved deserves n o tic e  : ‘ T h e  Jiistorian H ioscorid es ,’ he says, ‘ relates,;

‘ that the L acon ian  A n ticra tes  struck Epam einondas w ith  a spear; but 

‘  the descendants o f  Au ticrates bear "still, am ong th e  Lacediemonian;^

‘  the surname o f  M achairion , fro m  the ma'chaira ( a  small’ sword) with

* which, as th e y  affirm, h e 'g a y e  the fa ta l b lo w ;  and the hereditary .

* exem ption  from  taxes, gran ted  on the occasion, is a t this day iiijoyed

‘ by Ca llicrates, the head o f  th o  fa m ily . ’ , • •

M atters w ere thus preparing, in  Lacedrem on, fo r  tlie Messenian 

war, and th e  g rea t .ttlin chof Agea ilaus was, bent upon wearing out its 

last en ergy  in  th a t narrow  field; t o  W'hich the pressure o f  adverse, 

circum stances had reduced and still u rged  his attention, ovhen events 

occurred  i n  the East, seem in g ta ,-o ffe r prospect o f  a nobler ,kind.- 

E g y p t  had been so lo n g  in  revo lt, so- far* Successful against the' 

Persian empire* th a t the la rges t part o f t  th a t rich  country, or per

haps the w hole , was n early  settled  in to  an independent monarchy.. 

B u t th e  E gyp tia n  lyings ( f o r  so th ey are called b y -a ll the Greciam 

writers, th o-rebe ls  in  the con tem p la tion  o f  the Persian, court):'w ere ■ 

w a tch fu l o f  opportunities fo r  advan tageou s fore ln  connections, and for 

means o f  p ro v id in g .revers ion  fo r  th e -P e r iia n  arms. Success,' in one 

pro^tfince, a fforded  inepuragem ent fo r  those w h o  held  command in  

others, tow ard  the ex trem ities  o f  the empire* to  assert independency.. 

O f  these n one  was m ore irtvited ; b y  situation  and circumstances, than: 

the fr ien d  o f  the A them an people, E vagbras ty ra n t o f  Salamis in  

G yp ru s ; whom- w e  have-seen  acqu ir in g  .his dom in ion , as a hero, and 

adm in istering i t  as a patriot; b u t s till h o ld in g  i t  in  tribu tary  vassalage.

. under the Pers ian  m onarch. T h e  g rea t o b je c t o f  E.vagoras was tp  unite 

the exten s ive  iland  o f  O yprus under h is.au tbority . T h e  people o f  three 

p r in c ip a l. towns* Am athus, C itium ,- and^Soli, o r  at,,leas,t a. powerful, 

party  in  each, opposed this* I f  th ey  in joyed ; lib e r ty  in any security, 

in  their m u n ic ipa l governm ents under Persian  p ro tection , their oppo-- 

sition m ay h aye  been n o t un reason ab le ;: for, th o  th e  adm inistration o f  

Eyagoras was ju s t  and liberal* a ilddiixiously*.d irec.te,d 'to the cultiration 

■ - . ■ ■ ©f.

    
 



Sect. V I I I .  W A R  of E V A G O R A S  K IN ^ G  pi? C Y P R U S  w ith P E R S IA . s^s
of popularity, yet it was, even according to the cptemporary Athenian, 
rhetorician, bis panegyrist, completely despotic; the prince not only Isocrat. ad 
chose his counsellors, and appointed all'magistrates, but made laws, 
and exercised judicial powers; so that he was master of the lives and 
fortunes of his subjects. Isocrates,, if indeed he was author of the., 
oration to Nicocles, has* not scrupled to say that this was not only-a 
better government than oligarchy 'or democracy, but the best ofp>iie& U2; 
governments. The administration may indeed easily have been pre
ferable to that? of many of the Grecian republics; and thus men oP 
property were induced to migrate from various parts, to live under the 
benign administration of *Evagoraŝ . Bnt the Solians, Citians, and 
Afnathusians, nevertheless considering, that felie character of such a: 
government depended upon, the life of one man, and the chance of 
what his successor might be, were unwilling to change ex,isting advan-’ 
tages, under a despotic scepter seldom interfering with theiUj for the 
precarious benefits to, be derived from the merit of an absolute prince, 
within--their iland.. Evagpras. nevertheless persisted in measures, whe
ther by his own- arms, or By supporting a party favorable to his Views,, 
for bringing those people under his dominion; andithe'adverse party,, ' 
otherwise unable to resist, solicited", pfotection from-Persia.

The danger, of losing the command of Cyprus, so critically situated; 
for intercepting the most important maritime communication, of the 
empire, alarmed the Persian, court;; and it was resolved to repress the- 
growing power of the Salaminian prince by force,: if he, refused obedi
ence tô eommands. Evagoras hOwever had prepared himself, by other; 
means than the scanty resources-which Cyprus afforded, for supporting 
his measures, and prosecuting his views.- Hedrad fprrned a close-com 
mection with tire wealthy king:of Egypt, Acbris-; .-he had great, interest " 
among the Asiatic Grecian towns, and he. bad carried" successful; 
intrigue ainong the Persian.provinces bordering .on the-Mediterraneam 
Hecatomnus, who is styled, not. satrap, but prince or-iOrd of Caria, a ; 
powerful vassal-of the empire, .apparently of Grecian lineage, wishing 
for opportunity to. follow his- example, secretly assisted him with-, 
money: 'Cilicia,: and; great part, of Phenicia, were ripe for revolt..
Knowing then the, us.ual slowiles.s of. the Persian councils,,, he resolved

not.
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not to Avait till tbe force ofthe empire should be collected to attack .him 
i in Cyprus, but endevdr tp .raise business for its arms that might 

prevent such attack. His succ'esseS atfirsj; seemed to justify the boldness 
of his plan. Cilieia joining him, he carried the War immediately into. 
Phenieia; ravaged and plundered the adverse part of that rich province, 
and took! Tyre by storm. ' * '
, IVhether these actions wefe, really more brilliant than the plan alto

gether .was judicious, whether they did not compel the slothful govern
ment of Persia to an exertion of its preponderant force, which by 
quieter measures might have been avoided, our information is too 
deficient to inable us fairly to decide. At length, however, an army 
to the amount, .according to Piodorusj of three hundred thousand 
horse, and foot, and a fleet , of three hundred triremes, were collected 
for the Cyprian war. Evagoras’s fleet, only ninety triremes, of which' 
twenty were PheniciaU, yenturiug a battle, was defeated. Driven then 
to the defence of his iland, his landforce was little able to withstand 
the numbers that, with the sea opeuj could he poured m up'E>Ti kim. 
After resistance ably, protracted beyond expectation, besieged in 
Salamis, disappointedin the amount of support received from the king of 
Egypt, on the verge of utter ruin, he was relieved by intrigue among* the 
Persian officers. Teribazn.?̂  the comraauder-in-cliief, accused by Orom* 
tas, the general next, under him, of misconduct and disaffection, was 
.removed. Political necessity theft urged Orontas, advanced to the 
chief command, to put an early end to a Avaf, whieh had already cost' 
the Persian vConrV acefird log to Ispcrates, more 4han ten! millions 
sterling**j, and̂  doubtiftg the power of -his'arms, he proposed a 
treaty. .Evagoras thus, tho compelled, to surrender ali bis acqui- 
'sitipfts, preserved the dominion of Ŝalamis; holding it iftdeed" as 
la dependence Of th© empire, and paying" a specified yearly tribute,. 
but allowed, by compact, the prond- privilege to communicate with 
his soverein as a kiiig with a king’ .̂ phis dominion and dignity 
* - . - ke;

' ' t r  This date is thus nearly ascertarned by We.feive observed, m Xenophon’s ac*
tyyo passages in the panegyrical oration of counts, something very like feudal vassalage, 
Isocrates, p..'230 & C74. t. in the ierjure of principalities and'lordships

UXeov'̂  '•cjifiaKis Isocr.*', under the Persian eHjpire, lEMod'orus’s words
• p. SOU, t. 2i • express the same thing, as nearly perhaps as .

it

    
 



Sect. VIIL  r e v o l t  o f  PERSIAN PJIOVIN'CES.
•be held till his death, and transmitted as an inheritance to his family. 
Ilis eldest son, says the cofemporary Athenian orator, was styled king,' 
and the titles of prince and princess distinguished his yoitngef sons and 
his daughters'*'". It is by three extant tracts of that respectable writer, 
addressed to Nicocles, eldest son and successor of Evagoras, who seems 
to have maintained his father’s cobnectron of alliance and citizenship 
with the Athenian people, that we derive our principal information 
concerning Evagoras, and the important transactions in which he had 
so great a share'*:'. _ _

Thus Cyprus was preserved to the Persian empire, Butj ia reducing 
one rebellion, another, far more extensive and dangerous, was prepared.. 
Gaos, who commanded the fleet, was somin-law.of’Teribaziis. Appre
hensive that he should be involved in his father's ruim he revolted, and 
joined Acoris in Egypt. In the deficiency of the Persian government 
at this time, in proportion as the fidelity of its officers was liable to be 
ill rewarded, treason and rebeUion were little scrupled among them 
its frequent weakness in pardoning incouraged ofience, while its mis
directed severity took away the just confidence of integrity} and \rar 
allowed, or even'incouraged, bet\feen the governors, of its provinces, 
was ever ready to be turned against the throne itself. Some years after 
the reduction of Cyprus, ac.cording to 0iodorus, about the time oVthe 
battle 6,f  Mantineia, a rebellion of ail the western maritime .provinces

•52?

Ch.23. s. 1- 
&  2. &
Chi 24. s. S.. 
of this Hist.
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c. .90. p>,504., 
B. C .'S63.
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it could easily be expressed in the Words, and 
according,to the ideas, of a people, among 
whom the thing had not obtained. The 

' terms required of Evagoras by Teribazus 
were, that, reigning .in Salamis only, tWxW 
JXcpcru’ijS«<riWi »»T hiavlav (popov xaf

■ m-oiS TO laqaala'fiojj.iiiovt «J; The
terms granted by Orontas, 0'xa-ihgveiv t??

xoei Kal* ipiavl^gj

xtzt vgTigJiovgtp

Tus/ xulou ygvof^hcov y.xteXiTrgf

~'koT'; ovofjLKcri'm^aaayoqgv&iA.svaiii a X ^  ’tov fj,\« 0 a - 

'tnXta HaXovpggmVy Toi!{ S' avatraa^^
Isocr. Evag. p'.'SlS. t.2.

Diodorus, according to our copies of 
him, affirms that Evagoras was assassinated

by a eunuch, j>ttmed Nicocle$, who obtained 
■ possession of his hingdqmi "hut the annota
tors have supposed error in tlie transcriptioit 
of that passage, tho tliCy would,support it, 
as far as regards the assassination of EvdgO- 
ras, from̂ a passage in Aristotle’s Politics, 
(b.5. b. 10.) .which possibly sonie readers 
may think as doubtful as.:the passage which, 
it-is proposed to correct by it.- Indeed the 
ûspickm.may appear not wholly un'fuunded, 

and the known incorrectness with'■ which 
'Aristotle’s works have been traiisinittsd may 
tend at least .to ex.case it, that Ure true 
reading- S t a l e d  the eunuCh to-have been kill*- 
ed by Evagoras, instOad of Evagoras by t h e  

eunuch..̂  ’ ■
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troke out, in wWch Orontas Himself ingaged̂  witH,Several other great 
officers of the empire. Among the leadefs, heside Orontas, who was 
satrap of Mysia, -<tere Ariobarzanes, satrap'of Phrygia, Aufophradates, 

Strab.d-î . of Lydia, and Mausolus, who had succeeded his fathe'rTdecatomnus in 
jj. 650. the principality of Caria; and the historian names, as people joining in 

, it, the" Lypians, Peisidians, Pamphylians, Ciliciuns, Syrians,* Pheni- 
dans, and all the Asian Greeks. Matters had been concerted with 
Tachos, now king of Egypt, who was to give his utmost assistance. 
But throifgh the. faithlessness of fhe chiefs toward oneanother, what 
was immediately mqst formidable in this rebellion quickly subsided. 
Orontas, elected general of the confederacy, immediately betrayed it ; 
and, in consequeifce, all Lesser Asia again yielded obedience to the 
Persian king. Reomithres, appointed to command fifty ships, and 
intrusted with a large 'surh of money to cooperate with Tachos, pur
chased his own pardon'with a part of the money, all the ships, and the 
heads of many of his associates. . This treachery inabled the king’s 
officers quickly to recover Syria'’’k _ -

Then Tachos becam? apprehensive that the concentered strength of 
the Persian empire would be exerted against himsclP Long before the 
time .of the younger Cyrus, we have seen Greeiah mercenary troops in 
exiensive request in the eastern couiitries; and the retreat of the Cyreiaa 
Greeks, and the successes afterward of Agesilaus in Asia, would, tend 
to increase.the opinion'of their value. The Athenian general Chabrias, 
among the first in reputation qf this active age, had been at one time 

Diod. r.is. ingaged in the service of Acoris, predecessor of TachoS. With Bace- 
j>- 471. cl«emon Tachos himself had alliance, not without some claim of grati- 

f  99̂ tude for assistance affiorded. In the general paqification which had 
followed ,mi extensive and lasting war. in Greece, troops of superior

That 1:h«se were mot jHiprobabte err- least so cornplete, as the acoô mt of Diodo- 
■ curostances, tho we have' them only from rus has represented it. Xenophon however 
Diodbruŝ niay be gathered fpom what Xenp- mentions the flight of the king of Egj'pt to 
phon i-elates pf Persian affairs,.ip his account Sidon, which marks revolt there; and Iso- 
of the e.’iipeditio'n .of Cyrus. Neveriheless crates sliOWs that a disposition, to revolt was 
the omission of all mention of them,,jn his extensive among the maritime provinces. 
Panegyric of Agesilaus,- mâ  excite a doubt ,\Ve shall, in the sequel, find it also lasting, 
y the tevclt-was quite so iextensive, or at . '

• value,
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value,' and conim anders o f  espenenee, m igh t probably be readily
52y.

c. a 
Oil

obtained.^ Tachos applied to  Lacedsem on fo r a general, m ak ing large 

o ffe rs  to A ges ilau s , i f  he would h in isG f undertake the-.conimand-in-chief 

o f  h is numerous arm y ; and he ing;aged Ghabnas to  com m and his fleet, P*5oS. 

con s istin g , a cco rd in g  to  D iodorus, o f  tw o  hundred ti’ireines. A m on g  

th e  numbers whom  the cessation o f  w ar in Greedfe hn<h le ft  w ithou t > 

em p loym en t an d  w ithou t income, a la rge  body o f  troops was easily 

raised.

I t  m ay seem, on  first view , an extravagan t resolution, fo r  a prince o f , 

th e  age  o f  Agesilau s, tQ,undertake the cprhmand o f  forces fo r a forein  

sovere in , a t such a d istance from  his ow n  cou n try : bu t i f  we consider 

th e  situation  o f  a .k in g  o f  Lacedaemon, in peace, at home, i f  w ill 

n o t  appear so w onderfu l that, re ta in ing strength and ac tiv ity , i t  

should- b e*h is  cho ice. H is  view s indeed, as th ey are reported by 

X en ophon , *w ere extensive,, and seem t o  carry som e ind icatio ft o f  an 

in ten tion  n o t to  return to  G re ece ; where his part o f  the d iv id ed  roya lty  

o f  Lacedaamon, l i t t le  in v it in g  fo r  him , m igh t w.ell be administered by  

h is son, Arch idam us. Agesilaus, says .the philosopher, his friend, was 

pleased w ith  the proposal from .T ach p s , because he thought, b y  the 

sam e exped ition , h e  m igh t requ ite the, E gyp tian  fo r benefits conferred 

on  Lacedsem on ; 'h e  m igh t once more-rdscue the Asian  G reeks from  the 

Pers ian  d om in io n ; and he should have, the satisfaction o f  rev'Inge 

a g a in s t the Persian k in g , whose support t o  the enemies, tvh ile  he called 

h im s e lf still ,tbe a lly  o f  Lacedsemon, was th e , cause o f  the loss o f  

M essenia. T h e  L aced em on ian  governm en t approved th e  measure; 

in du ced  apparently b y  the prospect, th a t means to  he furnished by tlie 

friendsh ip  o f  the k in g  o f  E gyp t, and pbrbaps increased b y  th e  spoil .o f 

P ers ian  provinces, m igh t lead to  the recovery  o f  Messenia j an induce-r 

m en t.pdss ib ly 's till assisted b y  the hope afforded, to  pow erfu l families, o f  

p a rtak in g  in the spoils  for, accord in g  to  the practice on  form er occa- 

sion.s, th irty  Spartans w e re  either appointed by the governm ent, or 

chosen  by Agesilaus, fo r  his cd im sellors and attendants on  the expe* 

d ition , not, p robab ly ,' w ith ou t expecta tion  o f  sharing fts rewards. * 

W h eth er the a g e  and infirm ities o f*  the' k in g  Artaxerxes, or what 

else im peded the exertions o f  the Persian  government^ the measures 

V o E . I l l ,  . s Y  • against

Ages. 
S- 28. 

1.15.

Xeh. Ages. 
2. s. 29.

plut.-vit.
Ages.
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against Egypt Were slow, and kittle vigorous. Taclios therefore r'e- 
solved, insea3 of waiting for invasion, still to prosecute, as*, far as 
circumstances Would allow, the plan Ooncerted with the tiiscontented 
in the’ niaritime provinces, and carry the war into Phenicia, and Syria. 
But, with the relief of his fears, a change took place in his disposition 
toward his SU{h>0̂ ers.' Instead of the coramand-in'Chief of all his 
forces, by the'promise'hf*which he had ingaged Xgesilaus in his- 
service, he allowed that prince only the subordinate command of the 
Grecian mercenaries: and, committing the fleet to Chabrias, he 
assumed the nominal command-iu-chief himself WhaffolloWed, barely 
touched upon by Xenophon, is Yariously,_ and vCry imperfectly and con
fusedly,, reported by later writers d- According to Plutarch, Agesilaus 
submitted to attend the Egyptian prince into Syria, and, together with 
Chabrias, bore long, tho impatiently, his ignorance-, .petalance,-and 
neglecf. Notwithstandjng however the charges of Grecian writers 
against him, we. may conceive it vety possible that some good, and 
even necessary, policy may in part at lê st have directed the conduct 
or if echos. Nevertheless what'very shortly follovVed marks some great 
deficiency.  ̂While Ije was meditatirig conquest in Syriq, two compe- 
'titors for his throne arose in Egypt; and presently he vmso deserted 
by his people, that he took refuge in Sidon. ' AgCsilaus apd Chabrias 
then, courted* on all sides, made no difficulty of abandoning Tachos. 
Between the pther two claimants, even Xenophon’s eiepression implies 
that they Were decided by the'mpre advantageous offer''**’. Nectanabis, 
a near kinsman of Tachos, ĥ d̂ been,the first to revolt. But his 
opponent, if we .may judge from the support he received from the 
Egyptian people,' had the faifer pretensioUs. A hundred thousand 
men presently attended his standard. Perhaps that very support was 
his ruin. It led him to hold himself high, and to neglect the Greeks, 
or treat thCm with haUgHtiness,. Agesilaus and Chabrias were .thus

For the eircumstances of the Egyptian, us, is the most coberfint, and most consistent' 
■ war, very slightly touched upoin by Xeno- with Xenophon’s.
phon, and evidently ill-relatedhyDiodohis, One Was, according to Xenophon's
apparently we may beit trustPlutarch. Mis phrase, litterally a Oreekhater i

account, the most ’particular retnaining to' the other d Greehlover,-

deckled
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decided to join Nectanabk; a man possessing apparently neither abilify 
nor courage, tho otherwise not without yirtue. Little able either to 

-estimate the value of Grecian troojSs, or to face danger with them, he 
superinduced'great danger by impeding.their exertions. The pressure 
o f his opponent's superiority, however at length, compelled him to yield 
himself wholly to the guidance of Agesilaiis and Chabrias. Grecian 
valor and discipline and science then prevailed against the irregular 
multitude of the enemy, and Nectanabis was. seated, on the Egyptian 
throne. The Reward to tlie Lacedmmdnia.ii .Ting and, the Athenian 
admiral, from a prince who, by the testimony of the Greek historians, 
showed himself not wanting in probity or generosity, anight perliaps 
best be estimated by what has been obtained, in mpdern times, by merit, 
on parallel occasions, with the princes, of Hindostan. Gotemporary 
and later writers’ agree that it was large t*. .

*  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂ ' -j ■ ” ■

-TJio Agesilans was thiis finally successful in Egypt, yet all t|ie alluring' 
prospects in Asia, whi,ch.seeifi principally to have led liim to ingage in 
that distant expedition, were completely closed by the unforeseen turn 
which things had taken. His view therefore reverted to Greece*; and 

^t became again the great object o f %is indefatigable mind, to re
cover yet, before he died, that better half of what had been, for two 
centuries, the territory of Lacedaemon,, and ravished from it since he 
had been Lacedaemon’s king. In midwinter he sailed; anxious, says 
Xenophon, that no part of the following summer should be unemployed 
agains-t the enemiea of his country : but, sickening bn the voyage, hp 
put into a pott o f the Cyr^naic territory, and died there His

Xeii. Ages.
C. 2. s. 30,. 
Plut. vit. 
Ages.
p. 1130. p2 .

Xen. ,^ges.^ 
c. 11, s. 16'. 
Plut. vit. 
Ages.

I t  appears difficult to account for the 
numerous instances in which we find Dio^ 
dorus differing from Xenophon, about the 
names, as vjjpll as theactions, o f Xenophon’s 
cotemporavies. According to him, it was 
Tachos himself that Agesilaus and Chabrias 
restored to the Egyptian throne, instead o f 
placing his cprnpetitor Nectanabis upon it. 
If-we could suppose for a moment, that .it 
was possible Xenophon could be so grossly 

-misinformed, yet Plutarch’s account, more 
detailed than that o f  Diodorus, would suffice

to restdre his credit. Books,^ when Diodorus 
wrote, were dear, Cumbersome, and’ trou
blesome to cousnlt; and hence, pethaps,' 
Comjiilers, who eonsi^ted many, tnightsome- 
times be tempted to trust too much to me
mory, in giving form to their materials.
■ According to Plutarch, Agesilaus lived 
eighty-four years, o f  which he reigned forty- 
one. Xonophoii, tho personally aCcpiainted 
with him, does not -undertake to be so 
prgeise: he says‘Agdsilaus-was about eighty, 

Jylowofl*, when he went to Egypt».,> 

3 T2 bodv.
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body, imbalmed in wax, It is said, because honey, according to the 
established ceremonial for the Lacedsemonian kings, could not be 
immediately procured, was carried to. Sparta, and> with the usual regal 
honors, there intombed. ~ ' . •

■ Archidamus, son of Agesilaus, whom'^we have already seen often 
^commanding the awnieŝ  succeeded to his father’s share of thq divided 
throne oT Lacedmmon. That prince had,- on many trying oeOâ ions,- 
earned, the glory of personal valor; but hq seems to .have possessed Avith 
it rather the cjuiet prudence of,Archidamu.s, his grandfelher, than the 
■ enterprizing abilities of Agesilaus. Nor. ,was this alone \vha!t checked 
the prosecution, of the purposes o f the late king. "̂ The defection of the 
Perioecian'LaconianSj and the incouragement offered forthe flight o f  the 
numerous,.slaves, on whose labor Laced^mOn depended for subsistence,  ̂
had induced the necessity o f employing^mercenary forces; The con- 
irections Avh.ich AgesilauS had. formed in his Asiatic .command,.tfuf- 
nished means ter* assist the deficient treasury of the state, in supporting 
these,' We learn "incidentally, from Xenophon, that the powerful 
prince of Caria, Mausolns, secretly an enemy, tho vassal of the Persian 
king, was. among the A^ealtny friends avIio afforded him pecuniar;y 
Support. After bis death these means would probably fajl. The riches 
however M'hich he Ifeft, the fruit apparently of the Egyptian expedi- 
tioii, seem tp have been considerable. All the aristocraticah republics 
of Peloponnesus, moreover, Elis, Phlius, the Achaian cities, and some 
of the Arcadian, Avere deeply interested in the support o f Lacedsemon.. • 
But the ruling parties in Argos, and more than half Ardadia, with some 
smaller states, reckoned their means for existence, in their several coun
tries, to depend on the maintenance of the restored commoiiAveallh * 

. of Messenia. Beyond,the peninsnla, Thebes avas ever ready, in the 
same cause, and'^thens‘was a very uncertain ally to Lacedmmon. 
Under these circumstances, apparently, it behooved the Lacedsemonian 
government to direct its utmost endevoTS toAvard the preservation of 
its own peacq, and o f the general political quiet of G reece; and; in 
peaccj to direct its views toAvard the conciliation o f the Pericecian 
Laconians, »and the preservation and iherease of its diminished .stock 
of slaves, b y  Avbom the agriculture Avas -carried on, through which 

4 . Laeedajmon

    
 



. S k c t . V i IL  ■ G R E C IA N  -POLITICAL SYSTEM  DISSOLVED. 

Lacedaemon existed. Thus the Messenian country was fiQally lost to 
the.Lacediemonians; and the Messenian, state,- tho not acknpwleged 
by Lacedseinon, became efFetftually reestablished, as an independent, 
member of the GteelTnation. "

The preeminence, the empire,'as it was: often called  ̂ which Lace- 
deemon so long held in'-Greece, bad been, some tinie since, abolished, by 
those treaties, toAvbich Lacedcemoii was a party, conceding equality 
with her, in military command, to all- the states of her confederacy. 
It was now, by the* loss of the best half of her territory, and the 
establishment of a democratical corurnonwealth there, elfectually 
destroyed. A  great chang-e was thus made imthe system of Grecian 
politics. A  leading state no longer, existed in Peloponnesus"; ahead 
o f the aristecratical interest no longer existed in Greece. With the fall 
o f Thebes, at the same time, .whose extraordinary sudden elevation 
had checked the progress of Athens toward a recovery of empire through" 
a leading influence among the democratical states, the democratical in
terest remained also divided and without a head. The constitution of 
Greece at large, before bad, by these changes became worse ; the 'antient 
system of confederacy was dissolved, and no new system arose; a jealousy,, 
just as far as it was directed to obviate an overbearing superiority, but, in 
its extreme, "adverse to all system,'order, and peace,'became the pre
vailing-apolitical passion. Hostilities indeed, upon any considerable scale, 
were, through general lassitude and weakness, suspended.. Thus, tho 
Lacedsemon.gained oppprlpnity to breathe, qnd reedver herself within 
her remaining narrow ferritory, yet * indecision  ̂ and trouble, and 
‘ confusion,’ in Xenophon’s phrase,'already . noticed,, V ŷere A|;idely 
* spred.over the nation.’
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S E C T I O N  IX.

lUustrafwn of the state of Greece: Seditions, in Argos, Phialeia, 
Corinth, Mfegara, Sicyon, Phiius, iThessaly I Prosperi-ty, of Megarâ  
Cos, Sicyon, Rhodes, the Asiatic citiesCircumstmcesprortioting 
the cultivation of. Science, Arts, '/and Commerce :■ Prosperity'of 
A thins : AlemOrials of 'Xenoph on.

I n jHirsuing history through the n)Ost interestirig age/of the GTeciaii 
republics ; that age in v,4iich- their political; importance,’ among, the 
affairs e f  nations* was greatest p while* among themselves, the djsplaymr 
great abilitieshnd great clmracters ihndbled often the. contest, witli small* 
forces, for small objects; and the perfection of science, art, and fine taste, 
made them, for all posterity, objects of attention, respect, andadrniration; 
we have the. advantage of the guidance of two cotemporary writers, o f  
very superior abilities, and very superior opportunities of information. 
Nevertheless, .those writers both composing their .histories in banish-, 
ment, suffered from deraocratical policy, wm might fear -to be misled 
by some bias thence arising, f f  the concurrent voice "of antiquity did 
not speak to the extraordinary impartiality o f one; and .if, beside 
the high character of the other, supported, by the' internal evidence of 
his narrative, testimony strongly confifmibg what, in that narrative,, 
.most presses Upon his political op|>onents, dic| .riot remain to us froi'n 
cotemporaries, some adverse to his polities, and some adverse to,him
self. Occasion has already occurred to observe, that Xenophon, 
deeply interested in the political events of his age, and directing his 
principal attention to those,'which particularly , affected either Athens 
or LacedsCmon, has omitted notice'oF transactions, among* the inferior 
republics, of some»import£y3.ce toward the modern reader’s knowlege pf 
the state of the country at large. tFhere Xenophon fails-us, the account 
o f Diodorus will seldom'be quite satisfactory ;’ yet some details, which 

■ b® has preserved, will deserve notice, for confirmation of what Xeno
phon has repofted, mosjt adverse to republican principles arid-practice,

' * ' whether
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V’hether elemocratical or oligarcllal, and for >vhat they add to ŷard a 
coiiapletlon of the general picture of the country. ,

In the contest for the sovereinty of Greece, when Laced^mon, by 
the oyerbearing coiifedeisacy of the democrntical interest against her, 
M’as humbled; when ThebCs, front oppression and servitude, rose a;t 
once to a degree of imperial preeminence; udien, afteiuyard, Arcadia 
■ would first contest that preeminence with .Thebes, and then assert 

'equality with Lacedmmon;. we may wonder^'here \vas the antjent pride 
o f Argos, and why her power, formerly so considerable, and her energy 
in opposition to Lacedaemon, commonly so ready, scarcely has occurred 
to historical notjce. In  the silence of Xenophon, on this Subject, the 
information which we; find from Diodorus is valuable.

Diodorus refers to the second year pf the hundred and second 
olympiad, a sedition,’ with'executions insuing, such as, he says, were 
never elsewhere known among the Greeks*, The manner/ he proceeds, 
was thus. The .form o f the Argian government being democratieal, 
some ambitious men proposed to raise themselves to power, by exciting 
the multitude against those of principal authority, influence, and esti
mation, in the commonwealth. These had ruled, brtbefto, through por 
pular favor. But the opposition drove them to ctmtrary politics; and, at 
length, finding'their situation liheasy and alarming in extreme, they 
resolved upon the hazardous expedient of attempting a; revolution, 
and establishing oligarchy. Before, hovve.ver, they could prepare their 
plot for e.xecution, suspicion of it arose among the popular party, and 
the most suspected were seized and put -to the torture.- The chiefs of 
the'Cohspiracy then, aware of the hasty, unscrupulous and unmerciful 
temper of popular sovereinty, to av.oid greater misery, .instantly 
destroyed themselves. ~

The death of these men however, and the insniug confiscation o f 
their property, rather exCited'than satisfied the cmel jealousy and. 
avarice of the multitude. One of tliose under, the rack having nam^ 
thirty .others, as privy to the conspiracy, the popular asseni îy, 
soverein, judge, and party, without form of-trial, sent all .;«> the 
executioner, and ordered their property to the public ,treasi«'y. Tb® ' 
popular leaders then resolved not to lose ^ny of the advantages, which ,

' this
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tliis temper in the people Seemed td often them. 'That a conspiracy for 
subverting .the democracy'had existed * being now notorious, itifol- 
loM'ed, at least as a probability, that numbers were more or Jess impli-. 
cated in the guilt. To e.'jcite suspicion among the people, against 
almost any, was thus easy: suspicion sufficed to procure ceiidemhation; 
and accusations were extended, tiff more than twelve hundred of the 
principal Argian citizens w'̂ ere executed! At length the accusers became 
alarmed at their own success. The people called for more accusations 
and more confiscation. The demagogues knew no longer either how 
to feed or how to still thp popular fury. In the prevailing disposition to 
suspect, their hesitation .appeared*suspicious. The. turn among- the 
multitude was observed, by those who still feared the progress of ac
cusation, and they were ddigent'in improving the opportunity. The 
people, habituated to bipod, nevertheless the farther they went in fury, 
-became the'more fearful o f  revenge. In this .temper they were easily 
persuaded that the accusers were betraying them '̂  *and, Avith the same 
haste and informality, with which such numbers; at their instigation, had 
suffered, the demagogues were themselves alt condemned and executed. 
Then, proceeds the liistorianj little commonly sedulous to account for 
Avhat he.relates most extraordinary, the people became calm, and the 
former quiet and harmony in the city Avere restored. A  circumstance, 
boArever, Avhich he has‘ reported, appears authentically to mark, not 
Only the manner of the popular justice, on this occasion, but also the 
excess,of the popular vengeance. Amopg the ’numerous ŝeditions of 
Argos; this, for its enormity, obtained the distinction of a name; it 
was called the Scytalism,. staff-work or bludgeoning.

Whatever then may have been the harmony Avbich, according to the 
historian,, wgs so instantly festered upon the execution of the dema
gogues, yet a government; only liable to such excess o f disorder, Avduld 
be little capable of taking the lead bf the affairs of a great confederacy.

: Still more then, in the Aveakness superinduced by its destructive political 
disientions, it Avduld be likely to yiel^ itself to the guidance o f ,tbe able 

dirept^rs o f the Theban councils-, nnd submit its forces, in common 

with those o f the otWr commonwealths o f the alliance, to be com
manded in chief by the great g-^tieral o f the Theban people,.

' , ' - ' F . ' It
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It is a tryly curious account, free from inconsistency and th$ inarvel-<
Jous, that remains to us fronHDiodorus,,of the consequences of that peace, 
by which independency, under the patronage of Thebes supported by 
Persia, was assured to all Grepian cities. The njost important parti
culars, unmentioned by Xenophon, sufficiently accord with the tenor 
of Xenophon’s narrative; and the ’whole- deserves notice the more, 
because, contrary to Xenophon, all Diodorus’s partyility M'̂ as for the 
cause of Thebes and democracy. v  '

The establishment o f the sovereinty of the people in every city says Diod. j .  t s, - ̂  
the historian, produced great disturbances and numerous seditions; 
especially in Peloponnesus. For, the people there having been mostly 
accustomed to olig'archal government, their new democratical authority 
was -exercised with eager but um^kilful zeal''̂ ”. , Many of the most 
respectable men, in various cities, were driven into banishment; many 
through calumnious and interested accusaitions, nfcre executed; Confis
cated property, divided amOng the people, was as a reward held out to 
incite hasty and unjust condemnation. To obviate these evils, sedition 
soon grew busy; and, to avoid J;hem, emigration abounded'^*. The 
pressure fell much upon those who had held the administtation of their 
respective towns under Lacedmmoniaiv patronage. For, as these had 
generally carried their authority Avith "some haughtinefs", the i^ultitude 
lio sooner acquired powei’, than they exercised it under the instigation' 
o f resentments ' This .passion of course became mutual ; and if  those, 
wffio had been injured and oppressed, recovered power, little contented 
with justice, they would use it for revenge. ‘ -

O f this disposition, the first, and a A>'ery remarkable instance, occurred 
in'the sedition of the little Areadian city of Phialeia. A  number of its • 
principal people, driven aAvay, whether by sentence of banishment, or Avhe- 
ther by fear of a worse condemnation,or perhaps of massacre, seized astrong

. M et«  vyi» voTf aura-
• fl/o fi- ia v  ••

This translation o f  a passage written, 
oighteen hundred years ago, and applying to 
'fimes four hundred years before, so exactly 
describes what has just been occurring in

Vox. in.

France, tbat it may almost be necessary to 
desire the reader tp  look at the origitjal, fo f  
proof .that it is not a forgery. AVhat follows 
wants Only the chan.gg o f ,a name o-r two to* 
make it  apply equally , to'the French as to the 
Grecian revolution.
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•pos't ^villlin the Ehialeian temtory. Before any eflfe,ctnal measure was 
taken to cljslodge them, the, season of the I>ionysia‘, tb*e festival o f 
Bacchus, oecurreel. Weliave already had occasion: to. observe instances,

■ of* the atta'chnient o f the Greeks, passidnate at the same time an ti scmr 
pulous, to those festive cerenaonies nf'what they called’ leligion. The 

-P.hialeian people, newly_ become, sosyerein, Would not. be debarred o f 
their sacred joys, t>r festrained in them. They were collected in the- 
theater, intent up6 n its amusements, when the exiles__ entered the town,, 
and carried massacre attiohg them almost imresisteck ; According to 
the histoidan’ ŝ account, their puipose, would appear meerly revenge;: 
but probably they had*a view* also to  * plunder.. To.hold the -place, 
however, when they had'mastefed it,w a s  totally out. of their thought i 
agaiost the’ powerful eonfederacy, of which Thebes was the triumphant' 
bead,,and the democracy of Phialeia a member, it was too much beyond, 
hope. , Little beneficial .therefore t o . themselves;  ̂ this bloody deed, 
brought great inconvenience upon many of their friends, ŵ ho had been 
allowed hitherto a residence in*the city. Fearing that revenge, unable- 

' to reach the juster objects,, might fall upon them if  they remained, all 
fled, with the exiles, to Lacedremon. ■ ' „ ,

'Nearly about the sanie time, among, the Corinthians, the demoeratical 
was the fugitive party. - The new prevalence of the democratieal cause,

. under Theban supremacy, incouraged these .to hope, that they might 
not only revenge tiiemselves on their opponents, but establish themselves 
in their stead. A  number o f them,.‘ who had taken refuge in the 
Afgolic territory, ’ comniunicated \yitk sonfe»still. residing in Corinth>. 
and a plot was concerted for a revolhtion. To put this forward, many ■ 

‘ of the exiles returned into the-city, hopiifg to remain unobserved; but, 
suspicion arising among those who Keld the government, measiireswere 
taken sp eifectually .preventing their escape, that, in despair, they 
kilted oneanother. . Then those evils, which the ft ieads of the Phialeian 
exiles avoided, b y  flying with theirvconquering comrades, fell upon' 
ibe friends of the Corinthians, who failed in their plot. Accusations 
were numerous; "many were in consequence executed;* and njany,

• happy t 6  find* opportunity for flight, saved fhemselv.es only - by a 
miserable emigration. 'V

' .'J.a
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In the derapctatical g©rvernm‘ent c f  Megara, aa oligarcl-ml party 
attempted a revolution. Numerous executions folloived the failure, aatl 
many more were avoided-only by flight. Xr Plflius it \yas the detno- 
cratical party that was compelled to fly. The demoCratical Phliasiaiis, 
like the oligarchal Phialeians, seized :a strong post within the territory 
(if th eir city : but, finding no such opportunity against the vigilant aris
tocracy of Phlius, as the wildness of democratical sovereinty in Phialeja 

* bad afforded, they ingaged' a. body, of those mercenary troops,* which 
Seem now to have been always ready, in Greece, to accept pay  ̂ orto earn 
plunder, in any service. Thus-strengthened', they annoyed their adver
saries in the c ity 'g rea tly : in one action they killed more than three 
hundred. But, erelong, they experienced the danger of trusting troops 
unconnected with them by any certain and permanent interest. Oppor-' 
tunit}'was* found to corrupt their mercenaries. In a following battle 
they Avere deserted by them, and in consequence were defeated, with 
such slaughter, that the miserable remnant,* unable any longer to bofd 
the post in Phliasia Xprobably Tricaranum, mentioned by. XCnophon to 
have been occupied by Phliasian exiles) withdrew to Arg-os.

In a few general words only Diodorus notices the sedition in Sicyonf 
o f which an account has already been given in some detail from Xeno
phon ; and theii  ̂ coneluding his review, * such,’ he says, ‘ was the 
‘ calamitous slate of Peloponnesus.’ •

From this account of the consequences, of the general peace, which 
followed the battle of Leuctra, and tlm embassy of Pelopidas into 
Persia, we may form some Conjecture .what were the indecision and 
•trouble and l:onfusion, indicated only in tliose three words by 
Xenophon, whiclf, notsvithstanding the .pacification, folknved the 
battle of Mantineia. After ’then 'comparing the pictures remaining 
to us from the cotemporary historian, deeply interested in the aiistocra- 
tical cause, with those o f th^ compiler who,'.between three and four 
centuries after, .adopted the prejudices of the opposite party, and 
observing how they support bnieahotber, the sketch of.a cotemporary 
oratoit, tho intended to serve a political purpose, may appeal', no unfair 
summing-up of the State of things in P.eloponnesuS, ‘ The multitude - 
‘ in Pelopbnnesus,’ says laocfates, speaking in the naipeof Atchidaimis Isocr. Ar- 
prince of- Lacedicmon,  ̂and all those whom we distinguish 1?y tlie 

■ - a z '  ̂ ‘ name

chid.
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‘ name ot common people, tho theylieedlesslj? enough isgaged in the 
".‘.’ Theban cause, will I think, in future, he more cautious.’ For nothings, 

‘ of what they expected, has followed from tho'revoiutibh, which they 
‘ have Been; so eager to promote. Instead o f greater freedom, they 
‘ .have acquired only a worse servitu d efor, instead o f the besf of 
‘ their.fellowcitizens, they are now subjected to the worM." Instead qf 
‘ independency, they have established a dreadful lawlessness. Accus... 
‘ tomed formerly to march ^Vith the Faced Eemonians against otherŝ  ' 
*■ they now see Others’ marching against ,themt Seditions, which^ormerly 
‘ they only beard o f  in ‘distant parts, they now-experience almost 
‘ daily a t home. Calamities are so vaijous. and extensive, that to,
‘ decide who suffer most is irnpossible. -Not a city  reniains uninjured 
‘ by its neighbors; lands are ravaged, towns plundered, private 

houses'desolatedy and those governments are overthrown* and those 
laws abolished  ̂ under whiclv they were formerly the happiest of the 

‘ Greeks. Mistrustand hatred, hence, are so become popular passionsj 
‘ that ho- enmity can exceed Vdiat etists betymen fellowcitizees,
 ̂ Where formerly was general plenty, and a concord promoting general 

*• injoymentj liow the rich would rpther. throw their tv'ealth into the sea,
* than give to the numerous poor ; while these would. he much jess 
‘ delighted in finding a treasure, than in stripping*the-righ of th'eir 
‘ property. Holy sacrifice is .no longer icgarde'd,- but murders , are.
‘ committed even bm the-altars: and there are more exiles, new frpm' 
‘ single citieSj than forineriy from all Peloponnesus^: • '

While such was .the state o f  the-southern peninsula  ̂ which, when' 
united under the saprematy o f Lacedjenion,  ̂ had taken the. lead among 
the political concerns of .the nation, so that Pelppohncsian was a name 
o f eminence among the Greeks  ̂ that northern province, which possessed, 
in the greatest degree, the natural advantages adapted to -give politital 
importance, and which lately. Under th% guidance o f one extraordinary 
man, Had actually acquired a. threatening superiority, fell again into ’ 
no- enviable situation. The tyrant tagus of Thessaly, Alexander-of 
Pher®, after a reign of eleven y'ear ,̂ was assassinated, through, a plot 
in which his wife was ingaged. Her eldest brother, Tisiphonus, a* 
principal in the conspiracy, .succeeded tp the supreme executive power,

' ■ ' ' * ' and
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and held it still, when Xenophon p’ut'the finishing hatidto his Grecian'
Annals The delivery o f his country ffoih the tyranny of Alexander, Xen. He},
•tho by a base midnight murderj gaveTisiphonus a gieana of popularity 
among fiis fello%ycountrymen-.‘' for the advantage o f the deed they over  ̂ ^*517 

Toolifed its foulness.* . But a ccuntry where all conception o f what can 
give stability to law and just government is.-so's^ntiting, that assassi
nation may find public  ̂ applause, in the suppositiqn that assassination 
only can obviate tyranny, will never long, be free, Tisiphonus,. raised 
to the dignity of tagus, was allowed to rule, like Alexander and Jason, 
by an army ofi tifereenaries;. because, with its defective constitution,, 
oiily so, probably, authority could be carried through Thessaly. In̂  
such circumstances, not the virtue only, but the ability of Jason would 
be -requisite to* exercise s'overeinty, so as either to conciliate or to 
deserve popularity., Tisiphonus wanted either the ability, or the,virtue, 
or both. Opposition to him, repressed by military power, .was pUnisbed; 
by nurnerous executions, and banishments; and still opposition was 
ready, wherever it nright dare*tO show itself; , Some of the , towns 
obeyed the tagus; some resisted him. Indecision and trduble and 
confusion seem to have pervaded Thessaly, which had a constitutional- 
chief, not less than Peloponnesus, left without a leading or connecting 
power,: and thus those, whosq territorial advantages, as an able cotem- ; 
porary writer observes should have made them the-most powerful of Isoc’'* d®
^  . . .  , , '  ̂ Pace, p.248;-:
the Greeks,. became abroad insignificant and at home.wretched,. t..a..

Tt may afford' some- consolation,' in contemplating human affain^, 
that the pressure o f evils, .-in one part Of the world, not uncommonly 
produces a flow.of prosperity m others.. If, amid extensive confusion,, 
security, in civilized society, can be found anywhere, .the.fav,ored spo-t

s® Plutarch says that Thebe; wife o f A lex 
ander, was daughter o f  Jason. (Plut. vih 
Pelopid. p. 534. 1.1.) Xenophon ^and Dio
dorus both mention the -wife o f .Alexander, 
sister o f  Tisiphonus, as a principal in the 
conspiracy; Xenophofl. with "very p^ticu la f 
circumstances, and Diodorus by the name o f  
Thebe : (D ied. 1,15. p ,5 l7 .) both-equally.

mention Tisiphdnils, brother of' Thebe, as- 
successor, to Alexander in the .dignity of i 
tagus, but neither speaks o f them'as children : 
of Jason. This ©mission, by ’ the earlier 
writers, affords strong presumption that*!* 
Plutarch wrote; as too frequently Was. his . 
way, carelessly, .

wiUi
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especially attract tho|e, whose atility  ̂ to be useful, giving them 

value, Mull make them welcorrie; , and thus sometimes,- in the wreck of 
nations, all that is most valuable among men becomes concentrated. 
The spots Mdiere, in such' circumstances, security M'ill most be found, 
Mull generally be among those least favorbd by nature, for. the ordinary 
purposes of life; ■ Thus, in the middle ages,, the marshes o f Yegice, the 
mountains o f Genoa, and- the scarcely accessible cliifs of Amalfi, 
attracted whatever remained o f most worth .'from''the Mueck of the 
Roman, elTlpue* ;̂ and, in those earlier times o f which M̂e have been 
treatingv amid" the complicated troubles of Greece, Megara, situated, 
Ijke Genoa, on a mountainous coast of tlieicontiuent, and Cos, a'small 
distant iland, flourished singularly. The 'Megarians, as Isoerates 
says of them, 'possessing really neither land nor p6rt, and Mhose 
raduntains are destitute even of mmcs, nevertheless; through tlie 
lahoT’io'us cultivation o f their rocks,- and by a diligence in manufacture 
and̂  commerce, M-hich' overbore disadvantages o f situation, profiting 
■ on the contrary ,from that situation,’ tp preserVe the ĵeace of their 
narrow territory, .amid warring neighbors, had the wealthiest families

Venice and, Geii®a, \vith their lo c a l , 
inoopveniencujs, have local advantages, be- - 
yond that o f meer security, which have as
sisted to extend thejr-prosperity through, 
■civilized ages ;_.bu-t tire local inconyeniencics • 
o f Amalfi are' such, that they repelled, as 
soon as the security, derived from iaaCces-,

' sibility, was no longemvantedi;' ‘ Oppressed,'', 
to  Gibbon's phrase, ‘ by the arms o f  the 
‘ Normans, and sdeked by the jeal-ousy o f 
‘ P isa’  ■ (Decline and Fall o f  the Rqman- 

.■Empire,' ch-.fid-) . Amhlfi never recovei'ed 
from the blow. Describing, with his usual 
.liveliness o f  manner, the extraordinary 
prosperity o f Amalfi, Gibb<^ has om itted , 
notice o f its local peculiarities, to which it 
was so much indebted for its prosperity,. 
•Only thirty miles from Naples^ 'and' s'fcvhn 

-irtfrii Salerno, there is scarcely .any inter
course with 'Amalfi byt by sea. ‘ In suiiimer 
the road over'the mountains, whose snows 
e i^ p ly ' Naples with the ice, which the 

3 * ' ' A

habits o f  the people, o f all j'afiks, Itcve 
made almost* as. necessary as bread, is barely 
practicable for a m ule; and in winter gene, 
rally, it is said-, impracticable, or to be at
tempted only by an_able walker. In the 
town itself winter is scarcely known: .no 
north Or east wind can blow upon it; but the 
reverberated heat o f  the summer-sun is such, * 
that a particular Construction o f ,the dwell
ings, adapte.d to*dxc!ude the beam and pro
duce a’ draft o f  air," is required to  hmble 
even the natives to breathe. Since the ruins, 
o f  l-a-'stum havd been pointed out to  public 
notice,, the picturesk beauties Of .the coast,, 
forming the northern boundary o f the baynf 
Salerno; a coast- which Salvator ‘ studied,, 
hqve-ingaged the attention o f travellers, aud 
students th* landsc.ipe-paintin^;' and hence 
Amalfi has become more known, among, 
English' travellers, than it was;formerly,.ot 
perhaps is now, to mos^t’ Neapolitans.'

of
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of Greepe'V 'It was in lil?e manner, among the general ■ troubres, 
and'apparently in consequence of theni, that-tire new town of Cos was 
founded, Jn the Hand of the same name, and rapidly became very- 
considerable. The Hand, scarcely twenty miles long and five wide,, 

■ fortunate in soil and climate,'had the advantage'hf being united 
in one republic ;, but not without experiencing the cornmofi bane of the 
Grecian republics, sedition. I t  was distracted by parties, when an 
earthquake overthrew great^part of tbe,,principal town. . Able men, at 
the head of the party, then holding the administratiom took advantage 
o f this event for a bold undertaking. Instead of restoriirg the old town, 
called-Astypalaia, they removed, with all their:adherents, to a new one, 
which they founded on a more advantageous part of "their coast, and to 
which they would give no other name than that of the iland ̂ h They 
provided for its security by strong fortifications, raised at great expence| 

’ and they improved the advantages, which nature had aftordedj for a 
commodious port.* By the opportunities thus furnished for commerce, 
and-by the benefits o f a wise -adthinistratibn, a large population'was 
collected, private fortunes grew ; public means became considerable; 
and the new city of Cos, not indeed among the largest, became how
ever one- of the most flourishing, and was esteemed the best built and 
handsomest, of Greece^L

5Â i'

Diod. 1. 15 . 

vj6.  p.4S5i 
'Strab. L 14. 
■p .6 5 6 .

B. G. 36 i"
01. 103. 3. 
biod.

** Xenophon informs ns j^hat^the great 

sourc.e o f the wealth o f Mega'ra was'a manu
facture o f  .coarse -cloth, ’ElwjutJbwoiia. The 
M egarian citizens" were master manufactu-' 
rers; the journeymen .were ‘slaves,’ bought 
barbarians. Mem. Socr. 1. 2. c. 7; s. 6,-

I t  appears however doubtful whether 

the name Astypalaia, s.ynonymous with-the 
English Alton, A ldboroughj old town, was 
irfuse before the founding o f thenevv town.

The Count de Choiseuil Gouffier, iiyds 
"Voyage Pittoresque de la Gr6ce, describes 

Cos, in the year 1776, thus: ‘ The town of 
‘ Cos is on the shore; its port is comraodi- 
‘ ous: the whole, coast, is covered with 
‘ orange and citron trees, which give 'it a 
* most delightful, appearance; the public

‘ place is singularly pleasant: a- prodigious
' plane-tree, in the center, with its branches
' b'verspreads the whole. Bending under
■ their own weight, these might suffer; with

out the attention o f the inhabitants,, who 

regard the tree with a kind o f religious
' reverence. In these countries everything
■ offers traces of antient grandeur; and so 

the props, ^vllich support the decrepid
■ limbs of this respected tree., are magnifi

cent columns of marble ^nd granite. An
■ abundant fountain adds to the charms o f 

this place, always frequented by the'inha- 
bitants, who resort to it to transact their

' affairs, .and to injoy its shelter againt the’ 
heat Of the climate.’

Megaa
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"Megara and Cos, seemingly the most cemarkable, were however 'by
.lid means the only instances o f flourishing communities, among the 

troubles by which the Greek nation was qonvulsed,'in the ̂ course of 
the half century following 'the Eekiponnesian war. In Eeloponiiesus 
itself, Siqydn, notwithstanding its passing disturbances, was’ n school, 
o f the fine arts; and, among the iiands, Eh'odes appears .to have' set 
the advantageons example whence,Cos,profited. Three principalTowns 
there, lalysus, Lindus, and Cameira, had, from before Homer’s time, 
held 'tbeir separate poUticid establishments. To"Ward the conclusion of 
the Peloponnesian war, they cx>Hlesced* into one governrhent ; for the 
%a,t of which a new-.city'was founded, ,in a.yery advantageous situa
tion, upon - a finfe’ natural harbour. An Athenian architect, wliQ had 
■gained reputation by his works'at .PeirffiliS, was*ingaged to ‘form the 
.plan, design the Walls, gates, and other public buildings, and super-' 
intend the execution. To obviate invidious distinctions, no other 
name was given to the new capital than that .of the iland itself;' a 
-measure, among others, the example-of which was followed'by the 
Co'ans. The distraction of the oligarchal and democratiQal interests,- 
with the insuing depression o f the leading repnblic$, tho adverse to 
fthe contmon power of the nation, and it's means o f opposition-to a 
common enemy,, and preventive o f all civil quiet, through the greater 
part o f proper Greece, seems howevef*t,o have been favorable to the 
peace and prosperity of some o f the distant colonies. When neither 
the higher people could any longer bbpe Apr,support fix)hi Lacedaemon, 
in the exercise of an Oppressive oligarchy,nor the lower were stimulated 
by Athenian politics uto disturb all government nok subservient to 
'Athens,' the Pvhodian constitution settled iiifo a liberal aristocracy.

 ̂ yhis, probably Was not instantaneously established, in the full perfection 
Strab.utant. which Strabo ascribes' to, it, nor wa;S it undisturbed in its growth;
- ' but, in the end,' \the men o f higher rank and |brtune learnt, so*to

govern, that the lower people,, through a constant employment of 
their industry, a careful atteiition to their Wants, a strict and impartial 

*administTation .of justice, were- happy, quiet, and zealously attached 
, to their country .and taws.  ̂ Antextraordiaary pfosperity followed, and 
lasted for agqs.

For
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For a complete picture ofXJreece,4n this age* if memorials remained 
to direct the pencil, a considerable extension of bright colors and fair 
forrps, no doubt, .should fihd place among, the gloomy tints and horrid 
shapes, that have been transmitted as the principal constituents. , But- 
as in landscape, stormy skies, and rugged mountains, and pathless,' 
rocks, and wasteful torrents, every work of nature rude, and every 
Avork of man in ruin, *most1ingage the notice of the painter, and offer 
the readiest hold for the touches of his art, so in the political world, 
Avar, and sedition, and revolution, destruction of armies, massacre of 
citizens, and Avreck o f governments,, force theihselyes Upon the atten
tion of,the annalist, and are carefully reported to posterity; while the 
growth of commerce, 'and arts; and science, all that gives splendor fo 
empire, elegance to society, and livelihood to millions, like the ex- 

i tended capital and’ the boundless champain, illumined by the sun’s 
midday glare, pleases, dazzles,- bewilders, offers a maze of delightful 
objects, charms rather than fixes the attention, arid, giving no pro
minences, no contrast, no strongly charactered parts, leaves the Avriter, 
as the painter, unable to choose out o f an expanse and a variety, 
Avhose magnificent Avhole is far too great for the limited stretch of 
litterary or picturesk design.

Nevertheless, among the playful sketche?; and incidental- rehiarks'of 
antient authors, Ave find testirriony  ̂to the prosperity o f some of the 
extensive settlements o f the Grecian people* The Avestern colonies are 
objects for separate consideration. Confining our attention hme to the 
eastern, we may observe that Cnidus, on the Carian eOast, appears to 
have shared in the prosperity of the neighboring iland o f Cos. The 
Cnidian Venus, by Praxiteles, \ybieh description remaining seenK to 
mark as, the model o f more than, one antient statue pmserved to’ us, 
tho that known by the name o f the Medicean, first in merits is singular 
in fame, was through all antiquity esteemed among the most admirable 
efforts of the art o f sculpture It  seems to follow, AVere other testi-

$45

PliB. ]. 36. , 
C;5. Lucian 
Araor.

A  statue o f similar design was in the licacy, but altogether o f very considerable 
museum in the Capitol, at Ronre ; largfer, merit. \Vhat,may^iave happened to it tinder 
than the hledicean, and o f  less winning de- French rulfe I  know not. ' -

VoL. III. 4 A mony
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mony wanting, that the community was flourishing,, .whichrcoitld adorn, 
its temples with the most finished works -of artists the most eminent ‘ 

'  - known to-fame'. In quiet, under Persian sovereinty, prosperity,seems
. to have been extensive among the Grecian towns .on the Asiatic shore..

Di6d. 1.15. Halicarnassus, the seat o f the Carian*princes,. for its, fldurishjng'State,' 
p-.404, might deserve .to be better fnowm to us;, and- file Ionian arid J^olic 

cities, ■ allov/ed the mariagenient o f their own affairs.in peace, while 
they paid the^settled tribute the Persian government, and only for
bidden war-and disturbance, produced philosophers, and artists,'and 
'Wealthy merchants, * tlfo they ofFe'r.ed; no statesmen or generals'for the' 
notipe 6f^history. .  ̂ *  ' '
*The political' circumstances oP Greece, even the minute division of 

territory, among all the troubles' they produced,; had a tendency to 
promote the culti-yation o f science rind the fine arts. *. Eloquence was 

, s-o impoi’tant, in every statê  that no study, by wlricll it riiight ,be 
improved, could .fie , indifferent. ; In dem'oc.ratical governments it  was 
all-powerfid; and even in the oligarchal, riot Only for debate among 
the .Few who ruled, bî t for persuasion also among the Many, whose 
obedience was to be insured, and Whose willing sefvice* often to be 
ingaged, it was o f great moment . Hence perhaps principally arose 
the habit o f study aniong the Greeks, and the passion for philosophy.' 
The customs then, and the circumstances of. the country, required, in 
every towii, at.least three public' buildings; a.temple, for religious cere
monies; -a tbeater, forpublip amusement; both sometim‘es,used also for 
public business ; and a gymnasium, orplace o f public exercise, where; 
in shelter against summer he'at and winter storiris, the youth, within 
the eonfinement of a fortified town, might keep themselves- in constant- 
preparation for:military service, for vvhich, with the weapUns of antieat 
warfare, strength, activity, and personal skill were so important^®. 
In the larger towns these buildings, -especially tbe templeSj were mul
tiplied; arid baths, and the stoa, pofticb, or shelter for Walking" and

Tvjj.va,a-ia,,'nca ' îZ)i iaov̂ r r.ct) r ’wTvto W A e  • t<? have .been led to .giv^ the gyuinasinm the 
5Tj)os iv̂ cuy.asm virojjtniJ.ctTct. D ied, fijst place among the requisites p f civilized
1.5. . Diedoru? commohly retails ideas pf life. • ■ • *
writers o f the republican times, and so seems - ,

public
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public conversation, were added.* * The common property o f the people, 
and accommodated, to their favorite injoyments, -it was the pride 
of every little community to have these buildings of a jolidity to 
withstand tkne, aif?l‘ of, a beauty-to ingage'admiration^ When they 
were to be raised or repaired, no purse was J;o be shjit.  ̂ The celebrated 
temple of Diana at Ep^esj,is,' one of the most magnificent among tbe 

•Gfeek settlements, 'being destroyed b y : fire, little.after the time'of 
Avhich havq^been treating, every*,fortune was to be pressed, whether 
by voluntary contribution,, or a tax inforced by authority, that it 
might be restored with superior splendor: even the jewels and golden 

■ ornaments of tbe womens’ dress were required, or given, to assist the 
expence. • . ,

•Hence principally the inc'ouragement to the architect, and to the 
paintei* and sculptor, who were to adorn the architecture, The 
progress, thus, of science, arts, and fine taste, among the troubles o f 

.the republican times, of" which we .have large information, is far less 
wonderful than their rise in former'age's o f obsCurity. How a Homer 
was inabled to* acquire that judgement, for.the correction of his fancy*,̂  
whence Aristotle has pronounced him the model of all eloquence; 
bow the simple form of the Doric temple, cleared from, Egyptian and 
Asiatic sophistication, became the source of, pure taste for all »tbe 
architecture of the uation,- ^chastening still the aftist’s fancy, when in 
afthrtimes he was required to-vary forms, for the various purposes of • 
civilized and-luxurious life, and to add the richest ornaments; and 
how that chastity and greatness o f design became egdemial, which are, 
striking in some o f the medals, of times beyond the oldest historians, 
these are objects.of wonder amfxng which conjecture is bewildered'..

But, on the continent of European Greece, in the height of its' 
.troubles, arts, commerce, and science Were not confined to the narrow 
limits of inferior towns, Megara and Sicyon. A wider field was yet 
open to them,'in which, not only they might eicpatiate in some-security, 
hut find even peculiar advantages. Itlegara, and Sicyon, and Cos, and 
Cnidus hore .t-he charactefiatics more of *civil communities thatf of 
political powers. * Leaving to'others the care of dhe great interests 
of the Greek nation, which .they could little influence, their adm-mis- -

4 'A 2 . trations

Strab. 1.14, 
P.-640. ■
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, trations gave their attention to preserve the peace of their ow.n 
little states, as they could, and, in that peace, to Cultivate commerce 
and the arts. Wise, and perhaps necessary, in their political impotence, 
such depend^ce upon events would have been, %or Athens, a weak 
policy. ■ The obvipus danger, o f losing more* through acquiescence 
than wou)d be hazarded by exertion, impelled her to take an> active 
part in the .cbttimpn affairs of Greece. Liable thus,''unavoidably,-to* 
some degree of politicaf turbulence, nevertheless the administration, 
generally directed by able yet moderate men, preserved peace, as we 

* have seen, within Attica, while the Athenian arms were seldom un*
_ employed abroad; and, notwithstanding the vices of tjhe Athenian 
civil constitution, yet, in comparison with many other parts of Greece, 
person and property in Attica might .be e'steemed secure. To these 
then being added' the advantages of an extent, of territory, harrow 
indeed, yet far superior , td that o f  most Grecian republics; of a powerful 
navy; and o f  that very political importance which forbad perfect 
quiet; Athens becam| the great resbrt.of science, arts, and commerce, 
Peirmus, as Isocrates informs us, was the center o f the trade of the 
age : he balls it the center o f Greebe; and, for'maritime communica* 
tion, it might be npt improperly so called. Commadities, he says, 
scarcely,to be obtained elsewhere of one kind in each place, were found 
in abundance, of every kind, in Peirseus, * ‘Eloquence, tben>. from the- 

” nature o f the government; and from the manner o f administering Ihe 
law, was cultivated, as a qualification almost necessary* to'civilized 
life) and philosOpJiy ingaged earnest attention as a conductor to elo
quence. Athens was the place in Greece^ where means niost oecurrld 
for .the acquisition bf wealth; where* commerce, had most expanse, 
where the govenimeqt offered most opportunities, where even learning 
was a road to riches; and, tho  ̂ great fortune could hardly be held 
there in quiet and security, yet it anight be spent with splendor. 
Wealth and science ^ere attended of course by the_arts, to- which 
science assisted to give the embeHishmenf*‘o f fine taste. Thus archi
tecture," sculpture, and painting continued to receive*dmproveinent,s, 
during.all the turty^lerice which followed the Pelopoifhesian war;'and 
it was during that period that Pfato wrpte and taught,,Xysi^ and .

' Isocrates
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It is inipossible for the compilef .of Gvecian history., not to feel a 
particular interest in the fortunes of undther Athenian, of that age, the 

^soldier-philosopher-author, who has been his conductor, noir thrdttgh 
a period of nearly half a-century, among those tj-ansactiotts in which 
he- was himself an actor; and the supposition will naturally follow, 
that the reader will not be wholly unimpressed with a similar sentiment. 
Fortunately the memorials remaining to.us, tho Very tnadetjUate to the 
gratification o f  a just curiosity, will however, as far a$ they go, petT 
fectly’ coincide with the purpose o f Grecian history, affording no unim
portant addition to our proposed illustration of the actual state of (jreece.

Whether .an illustrious man was born in a highPr a low Situation in 
society, however otherwise indifferenti cannot be intirely so toward a 

. knowlege of the*character, either of the man, ol' Of the times in which 
he lived; an'd especially in Greece', where the opposition between the. , 
higher and lower orders formed the prominent *̂ point in the character 
o f the national politics,'' from times before Connected history, tUl those 
when the country ceases to be an object for lustoiy. But, concerning  ̂
the ancestry of Xenophon,-antieut writers have left no farther infer-• 
mation, than that he \yas son of Gryllus, an Athenian, o f that division Dio t̂-aert. 
o f  the Attic people,- which composed the Erehian or Echrian borough, 
o f  the iEgeid Ward. Various indications bdwever concur in tendency 
to denote, that his family was of some considemtion, attd that he was 
born rather to affluence than poverty. The scholars of Socrates were 
m ost^ of the principal families, of Athens ; so much Xenophon, himself 
informs us; and he was a scholar of SocrateS, bred apparently without 
a  profession. His early intimacy with Prpxenus,, who appears to have 
been of an eminent family in Thebes, implies a probability at least 
that he was. of connections not greatly inferior in his own-country

X̂ n. Anab. 
1.1, c.’ l.
s. 11. La. 
c. 6, s. &
t. 3.£. l.S.4.

** Proxenus, generally marked by Xe- styled a frifend ef the prince, (Anab.
nophon only as a Boeotian, is distinguished 1. i. c.. J. s. ll.) onfe admitted to familiar 
in one passage of the n̂abasis as aTheban. communicationj the others are called lAst, 
(Anab. 1,2. c. 1. s, 8.) He alone, of the gueSis received at his table, ;
Grecian generals in Ure service of Cyrus,is - -    
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The same, ch’chm'stance, together whh his earnestness to leave Athens, 
just after the restoration of the democracy, as his friendjiad left Thebes 
•‘apparently because prospects were not pleasant for him under the pre- ‘ 
valence,of the ^emocratical party there, marks that his connection with 
the aristocratical interest, probably inherited, was at least very early 
formed. The confidence then with which Proxenus promised hiin 
introduction to Cyrus, and the attention paid him by that‘-prince ; 
his election, after,the loss of both'those patrons, to a great military 
command, from no previous military rank, by those who possessed the 
best claims of previous rank to that very situation; the. respect with, 
which, unprotected by his country, he. was treated by*Spartan officers 
in the highest forein commands, by the king, 'Agesilaus, and finally 
by the Lacedmmonian.aristocracy ;',all these circumstances, tho perhaps 
.each singly might he referred to another cause, seem collectively to 
afford strong presumptive evidence that he .was not originally distin
guished for his merit alone, but that his birth and connections had 
■ assisted to introduce and give him consideration,'

.Xenophon; we arc told, was eminently fa ired  by. nature with 
elegance of countenance and person. He ryas blest, as we learn from.' 
himself, with active strength, and a constitution of a firmness fitting 
him for a soldicr̂ s li.fe in any* clitnate. The superior' qualifications 
of his mind had apparently been-already observed by Socrates, wherr, 
meeting him. in a harrow way (if we may credit Laertius for the story) 
the philosopher stopped him by putting his stick across, and abruptly 
asked ‘ Whence comes every good to man ’̂. Answer being niade to 
his satisfaction, he asked again, ‘ How.then are men made honest and 
‘ good.?’ This .producing hesitetion, Socrates added, ‘ Follow mg then 
‘ and learn.’ ' When Xenophon was-invite(i by Proxenus to the court 
of Sardis, then about his six.or seven and twentieth year, it is.evident, 
from his own account, that he considered Socrates as his best friend 
and most valuable adviser. He did riot fail therefore tq consult him 
upon that occasion. Both were aware that to ingage in the service of 
Cyrus, the nlly of Lacedaemop,.-and esteemed the enemy of Athen.s, 
or at least of the democracy," would afford opportunity, not unlikely, 
to be use(i, for exciting popular resentmeut again# him. Socrates 

4 ■ ‘ therefore
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therefore advised, as in.a case ofbothdlf^culty andimpo-rt&.i}ce,to consult 
the Delphian oracle. What confidence the philosopher really had in oracles, 
as wehave formerly observed, seems difficult to judge: but, asa forbidding 
response would'probably divert his yoiing friend from ahazardoiispurpose, 
and an incouraging one would give to that purpose a sanction, which the 
public religion acknowleged and the law respected, the-advice appears 
to have been unquestionably wise. Both the doubt, however, înd the 
advice given upon it, seem s.trongly to oorifirm the supposition, before 
.stated, that Xenophon was rich and o f considerable connections. For 
restrictions* upon forein travel attached orily upon those of sorife Xen. Symp. 
eminence; populat jealousy, was Jittle to be apprehended by the needy ‘ ‘̂ 4- 
and obscure; and the Delphian oracle seems to have been accessible 
only to the-rich, and favorable almost only to the profuse. Xenopboti 
went tO'Delphij hut, bent, With al! the ai;dor of,youth,.upon hew and 
great prospects, and urged, apparently, by uneasiness under t.he existing 
administration of his country, instead o f asking the oracle, Whether 
lie should go to Sardis?- he asked> To which of the gods he should 
sacrifice ani[;l pray for success in his projected journey?- The answer 
favored him with direct information, which he reported to- Socrates; 
who, he says,'dissatisfied with, the evasion of his advice; but never
theless considering the-response as amounting to a command to go, 
recommended, ‘ to do as the god directed.’; .

■ The expence of the journey to Sardis, of residence at a cOurt of 
'much more than the Lydian satrap’s usual splendor, and of-accom
panying the army afterward on its long march into Zipper Asia,
Xenophon appears have^borne from- his private fortune, unassisted . 
by emolument from any. appointment, Nevertheles's that he Jived 
upon a high footing, and made even more than common figure, is fully 
indicated. - Without -the' pretensions of either military rank or civil 
office, he was in a situation to.communicate personally with the Persian 
prince. . This is shown, in the narrative, before he left Sardis, and agai.n, 
more particularly, ,on,the day of the battle of Canaxa. When, after cb.23. s.2. 
the circumvention of the generals, a body of cavalry was to be formed, this Hist, 
his horses are mentioned in a manner implying thafthey were more nu- 
meroas than those df any officer o f the Grecian forces, Clearchiis only

_ . ■ perhaps
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perhaps excepted. These considerations then may assist to account for 
his elevation, at his early age, at ohCe to the rank o f  general, overall 
the officers ̂ holding commands in the body under Proxenus, and by 
,tlieir election., - , ; , . ,

It was while Xenophon was in Asia, or about the time of his return, 
that Socrates, whose loss he has so aifectio^nately lamented, and whose 
worth*^he has sO ably recorded,, was conderhned and executed. The 
administration. We may be assured,- was not friendly to Xenophon, 
under which such an event could^ave place. A  decree of banishment 
was proposed against him, and carried j •at what point of,time is not 
ascertained, but it seems to have been within two years after the death 
of Socrates. In reporting the arrival of the troops, under his command, 
in sight o f European ground, he takes occasion to mention his own 
earnestness to return impiediately to Athens.. We have seen haw, hrst, 

Cii. 23. s. 6. the request, and afterward the adverse conduct, o f the_Lacedaeinonian 
of this Hist. (jq Hellespontine station, Anaxibius, interposed delays;

and how, at length, attachment to his Ill-used little army, concurring 
perhaps with some view o f private advantage, induced Xenophon to 
forego his. purpose fo  ̂a tim6, and, in midwinter, idgage in the service 
of the Thracian prince Seuthes. Iii the'follpwing* spring the oppor- 

B. C. 3 9 9 . tuhily ^. fortunately .occurred, for the troops to_ingage in the .Lacedte- 
Oi. 95A. TOonian service, for the, war thbn resolved against Persia. On̂ . this 

occasion he again declares his ptU'pose ofq^turning directly to Athens; 
adding,-that the decree o f banishment was not yet passed against him. 
The earnest request however, he says, of some among hiS officers whom 
he most esteemed, that he would retain the'command till he had in 
person delivered them over to the L^^cedffiinonian commanderTin-chief, 
Thimbron, induced him again to delay his voyage. ■

It has been evidently among Xenophon’s purposes, jn his account 
of the return of the Creeks, to obviate .the imputation o f having im
properly amassed private wealth : an imputation seldom failing' to be 
urged, with Or without foundation, in accusations ^f offences against 
the commonwealth, at Athens. In relating,the entertainment given by 
Se’uthes, immediately on ingaging the service of the Cyreians, Xenophon * 
has taken occasion to mention his poverty. I t  was usual, it seCnis, for

UiQse ^

A«ab. 1. 7. 
-ft. 7. s. 35.
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those received at the table of Thracian princes, to carry presents with 
them. Timasion o f Dardanum, from his sto ê of Asiatic spoil, offered 
a silver cup and a Persian carpet the latter valued at forty pounds 
sterling. Xenophon, who had brought from Asia only one slave- 
servant, and the meer necessary for his return to. Athens, made a grati
fying speech, which seems to have been favprably received instead of a 
present. His stipulated pay, then, of about four guineas monthly, for 
his short service with Seuthes, would certainly not make him rich.
When the Grecian troops passed into the Laced®morrian service, while 
it was still his purpose to return to Athens, the Thracian prince repeated Anab. 1.7. 

his former liberal offer of the lordship of the port of Bisanthe,'and a 
territory around, and stock for its cultivation; with confirmation of 
the grant, and assurance of support in it, by giving him his daughter 
in marriage, if  he would remain with only 4  thousand men; pressing 
the proposal with the observation, that he would be safet so than in 
returning to his country. Nor was this what could occasion hesitation 
as a novelty; for, under the late empire of Athens, marry Athenians 
had possessed castles and estates in Thrace and some had ^married 
into the families of Thracian princes. Among these the connections and 
possessions of Miltiades arid Alcibiades in the Chersonese, and of Agnon 
and Thucydides oir the Strymon, have been objects for historical notice. 
Xenophon declares his positive refusal of the proposals of Segthes, 
without assigning bis reasons; which perhaps it might have been 
difficult to state, so as to avoid Offence either to the Lacedsemoniau or 
to the Athenian government.

In relating his arrival with the army at Latapsacus, on the Asiatic c. a 
side of the Hellespont, he speaks again of his poverty, and then he 
repeats, for the last time, the mention of his purpose to return home; 
whence it seems probable that intelligence of the decree o f  banishment 
reached him not long after. His account of these matters is strongly * 
marked with caution, against offence to the two really despotic govern
ments of Athens and Lacedasmon; on one of which be must be neces
sarily dependent, and the cohtroul of neither could he intirfily avoid. It

** Spelman has made K «» i» TyJi («•«>£ xal
an apology for his translation, Persian car- 7tlxv uerm̂  k» 1 ijiHsfus
pets, which it seems hardly to have wanted, ihu t̂n, w  Anab,.J.f. c, 3. s. 9*

VoL. H I. 4 B is
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is nevertheless strongly marked with candor. Evidently, in the outset 
of his expedition, he was fond of expense and show: and, after he 
Avas elected general. Careless o f saving> generous rather to profusion* 
and ambitious of popularity, he considered present expense as opening 
future means. But the decree, barring his return to his country, probably 
depriving him of property, certainly cutting[ -̂ofF many hopes, made an 
alteration, necessarily almost total, in his views for his future life. Then 
it became a, matter of urgency to c|>nsider, less how he might be great, 
than how he might subsist. With alteration of Kis, economy, if  he 
retained his military situation, opportunity was apparently before him. 
His preparation then to account for the acqiiisition of wealthy by 
means without moral reproach, in- the common estimation of the times, 
and, not only allowed by tbe religion, but specially warranted, as he 
asserts, by the declared. favor o f the gods of his country, yet for 
which he seems nevertheless with some anxiety to apologize,, will deserve 
notice. • ' , ’ ■

A t Eampsacus he met a friend whom he had known in Attica, 
Eucleides; a Phliasian by birth* and by profession a prophet, whose 
father, Cleagoras, had earned renown as a painter, by his work called 
the Dreams, in the Lyceium at Athens ®“. Eucleides could not believe 
Xenophon’s declaration, tho affirmed Avith an oath, that one who had 
beenjn so great a command, where others, with inferior advantages, as 
Timasion o f Dardanum and the soothsayer Silanus, had acquired con
siderable Avealth,* could be under any necessity to sell his horse for an im
mediate supply. The present of hospitality however from the Lampsakene 

B. s. state, usually made to those in high public situations, inabkd Xeno
phon to offer sacrifice. Eucleides attended the ceremony; and, after 
inspecting the entrails of the victims, declared that he had no longer 
any doubt of the offerer’s pOATerty. ‘ And I see it probable,’ be said,

' ‘ that this Avlll continue: for, i f  opportunities o f gain occur, some 
 ̂ obstacle Avill intervene; and, i f  no other, you will be' youfself the

Spelman has observed that no notice o f earlier paintings. Possibly the jvorks ©f 
is found, in any other ahtient author, o f  this Eucleides may have been removed to Antioch 
painter, or o f hiS works here m entioned; ;or to Rome, or, among the misfortunes o f  
tho Pausanias has left a description 'of the Athens, they may have been destroyed, before 
Lyceium, and from Pliny we have accounts the UgU o f those writers.

' obstacle.’
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 ̂ obstacle.’ X en oph on  allowed th a t tills  was likely. ‘ B u t moreover,’  

con tinued  Eucleides, ‘ Jupiter M eilich iu s is adverse to  you. H ave you 

‘ sacrificed to  him , as I  was accustomed to do with you  a t Athens ?’ ■ 

H e  replied, that he had not sacrificed to  that god  since he had le ft 

hom e. ‘ T h en ,’ said Eucleides,  ̂ do it, and benefit w ill fo l lo w * ’. ’

O n  the m orrow  X en op h on  proceeded w ith  the army to O phryn ium ; 

and  there, accord in g  to  the antient A t t ic  rites, he sacrificed, scorching 

hogs Avhole, and the sym ptom s w ere pa'opitious®’ . On the same day the 

Lacedaem onian com m issioners came th ither to  pay the troops. THey 

entertained X en op h on  at their ta b le ; and, learning that the horse he 

sold  had been a fa vo r ite , they redeemed it  fo r him, and would take no 

com pensation.

A fte r  this the arm y proceeded, as already has been related in its place, 

across the T ro jan  plain, and over m ount Ida, to  Antandrus ; along the 

coast o f  the gu lph  then to  the plain o f  Thebe, and ' by Atram yttium , 

Certon ium , and Atarneus, to  Per^amus on  the river Caicos. Pergamusi 

a fterw ard  the seat o f  a k ingdom , was a t this tim e the residence o f  

those G recian  fam ilies, descended from  Demaratus k ing  o f  Lacedgemon, 

and G o n gy lu s  o f  E retria  in  Euboea, w h ich  have been already noticed 

as h o ld in g  heredita i’y  lordships, derived  from  the bou nty o f  the 

P ers ian  monarchs *k B oth  had in gaged  w ith  Cyrus in rebellion  against 

th e  re ign in g  k ing , and therefore both  w'ould see w ith  jo y  the prospect 

o f  Lacedtem onian protection . X en oph on  was entertained in- the 

house o f  Hellas, m other o f  G o rg ion  and G ongylus, then  chiefs o f  

th e  E retrian  fam ily . - From  her he had in form ation that Asidates, a 

w ea lth y  Persian, lord  o f  the h igher part o f  the rich vale o f  the Ca'icus,

555

Anab. 1.7.
C.8. S.3.

Ch. 23. $. 6. 
of this Hist.

Ch. 24. s. I.

Anab. l.T'. 
c. 8. 5. 4,' S,

We want information of the import of 
many of the titles of the Greek deities. 
Meilichius seems to have meant the cha« 
racter of the supreme god as the kind father . 
of men, in opposition to that of the avenger 
of sin.

Spelman has observed that, aceprding ■ 
to Thucydides, 1. 1 . c. 126.' as explained 
by his scholiast, these were probably cakes, 
formed in the shape of hogs.

** In the Hellenic's (b. 3. e. I. s. 4.) Per.

gamus7 as well as Teuthrania and Alisarnia, 
.otherwise called Elisarne, is mentioned as 
the lordship of the family of Demaratus, It 
appears, in the Anabasis, that the family of 
Gongj’lusresided there; perhaps because it 
was the most considerable town in that part̂  
of the country. The fief, if it may be so 
expressed. Of the family of Gongylus, was 
composed of the townships of Gambrium, 
Palaiganabrium, Grynium, and Myrina.

4 B 2 was
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was, w it li his fam ily , in his castle there : three hundred men, she told  

him , m igh t suffice to make a ll prisoners, whose ransoms, tog^ether with 

the effects to  be found, w ou ld  form  a v e ry  la rg e  b o o ty ; and; i f  he 

would undertake it, a near kinsman, w ith  others o f  her friends, should 

be his gu ides. T h is  adventure, cursorily h eretofore mentioned, as 

b e lon g in g  less to  the genera l h i^ o ry , than to  the memorials o f  X eno

phon and a representation o f  the manners and character o f  the age, 

m ay deserve m ore detail here. .

T h e  proposed measure then appearing, to  human reason^ practicable 

and prom ising, h ow  far the gods  w ou ld  fa vo r  it  was to  be inquired 

th rou gh  sacrifice* A n  E le iah  prophet, Agasias, o ffic ia ted ; and the 

kinsman o f  Hellas, and another o f  her m ost confidential friends, 

D aphnagoras, attended w ith  X en ophon . T h e  appearances o f  the v ic 

tim s were, h igh ly  favorab le  ; a.nd the priest declared, in d irect terms, 

a ccord in g  to  X en op h on ’s expression, ■ ‘ tlta t the man m igh t be taken.’ 

T h e  exp ed it ion  accord in g ly  was resolved  upon. Xenophon selected, 

from  his ow n  arm y, on ly  the loch ages whom  he m ost desired to favor : 

the rest o f  the party apparently was com posed o f  the Pergamenian 

la d y ’s people. But, due secresym ot h av in g  been observed, when they 

set forward, fu ll six hundred obtruded  them selves to  fo llo w ; discipline^ 

when b oo ty  was in prospect, b e in g  probab ly d ifficu lt to  inforce. The 

lochages how ever, supposing the prey certain, and u nw illin g to  have 

so m any sharers, pushed on  w ith  th e  guides, so that, in  the darkness 

o f  superven ing n igh t, th ey  le f t  th e  grea ter part o f  the interlopers at a 

loss to  find their way. ' ^

A b o u t m id n igh t the party  arrived  a t the c a s t l e a n d ,  depending upon 

the capture o f  Asidates him self, w ith  the riches w ith in , th ey  suffered the 

^slaves, w ith  tnuch valuable b o o ty  w ithout, t o  escape. But the castle 

was s tronger than had been supposed ; th e  c ircu it la rge , the walls eight 

bricks th ick , and lo fty , w v ith  p ro jec tin g  tow ers , and the defenders 

numerous and able. B y  daybreak  h ow ever a p erfo ra tion  was compreted; 

hut the solid w all above rem a in in g  firm, n o th in g  resulted but a wound 

to  the forem ost o f  the assailants, th rou gh  th e  th igh , w ith  a large spit; 

and soon, as daw n advanced, th e  w ell-d irected  arrow s from  the parapet 

and flan k in g  towers, m ade i t  dangerous even  to  approach the wall.

Meanwhile
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Meanwhile firesignals and cries had communicated alarm axound, and 
numerous succours approached; some Persian cavalry, some middle
armed foot, and some even Grecian heavy-armed in the Persian king’s 
pay®k « ^ ■

In this, a private adventure, rather than a military expedition, 
established order seems to have been very deficient, till, the multitude 
o f the enemy gathering, and danger pressing, fear inforced subordi- Anab. 1.7. 
nation, and able command became acceptable. It was now less an 
object to carry off booty than to retire in safety: but the leaders \Vere 
apprehensive of incouragement to the enemy, and discouragement to 
their own people, should they, by abandoning the prey, give their 
retreat the character of flight. Forming therefore a hollow square, 
with the oxen, sheep, and slaves in the middle, in that order they 
directed their march homeward. Nevertheless they were so pursued 
with bowshots and slings, that it was with great difficulty they crossed 
the Caicus; and, before the annoyance ceased, near half their number s. 10, ri> 
was wounded. Probably indeed all might have been cut off, but for 
the support spiritedly led from Pergamus by young G on gylu sw h o, 
against his mother’s inclination, niarched to their relief, while Procles 
also showed himself, with his trOops, from AHsarnia and Teuthrania.
Thus they brought in about two hundred slaves, with cattle, according 
to Xenophon’s expreission, just enough for a sacrifice; meaning appa* 
rently a meal for the party and their friends.

With the manner of this privateering, or pirating expedition, Xeno
phon appears to have been utterly unsatisfied ; but he expresses no dis-- 
approbation of the object. On the contrary, he resolved upon a second 
attempt, which should be under his own conduct. On the very next 
day he was careful to have the preparatory rites of sacrifice duly per
formed ; and then, moving at nighfe with his whole army, he made a 
long stretch into Lydia, meaning to deceive the Persian into the Sup
position that, the hostile force which alone wa$ formidable to him 
being far ©ff, his caution might be remitted. But Asidates, receiving 
information th a t, Xenophon had Consulted the pleasure o f his gods 
about a second expedition, to be made with his whole strength, hastened

». 12;

Thus I think the ojth trm  must be understood
to.
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lo leave the castt^ apparently before intelligence Could rCach him of 
the Grecian army’s march; and, directing his way up the Country, he 
incamped' in some villages near Parthenium. The result is related by 
Xenophon in very few woVds. Perhaps he made his forced march 
not more to deceive Asidates, ^han to avoid a repetition o f inconve
nient interference from his own troops, and probably he provided for 
intelligence of all the Persian’s motions. With a select party he made 
the surprize complete. The unfortunate. Asidates was taken im his 
camp, with his wife, children, horses, and all his effects; ‘ and thus,’ 
says Xenophen, ‘ the indications in the first sacrifice were accom-,
* plished.’ The army then returned to Pergamus, and great credit ap
pears to have been given to Xenophon for his conduct. According to 
his own expression, ‘ he had no longer occasion to complain O'f the god,’ 
apparently meaning Jupiter Meiliehius, ‘ for the whole army, generals, 
‘ lochages, and soldiers, and even the Lacedaemonians present, vied 
‘ in selecting horses, Cattle, and tiie best pf everything for his share of
* the booty;* so that, instead of wanting assistance, he was thence- 
‘ forward in circumstances to confer benefits.’

With this account of his own acquisition of fortune, Xenophon con
cludes his narrative o f the expedition-of Cyrus and its consequences; 
the arrival of Tbimhron, presently after, to take the command-in-chiefi, 
putting an end to all separate and independent operations of the Cy- 
reians. In his Grecian Annals, in which their service afterward, under 
the several Lacedemonian commanders in Lesser Asia, is reported, be 
makes no mention of himself. But in five oy^six campairis, mostly 
successful, in the richest provinces of that rich country, tho under 
the controul, not of the comraander-in-chief only, but of a Lacede* 
mOnian officer specially appointed to the Cyreians, who would of course 
share in all legal plunder Irefore him, yet, even in . subordinate com-? 
mand, at the head of that body; the opportunities ofi adding, and, in 
the common estimation of the times, creditably adding, to his private 
wealth, would be large, flad  the successes of Agesilaus produced any 
advantageous arrangement of affairs in Lesser Asia, promising to be 
lasting, perhaps Xenophon might have chosen to settle there, even 
were the returii to Athens open to him. But the recall o f that prince, 

1 . with
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with the requisition for the Cyreian troops'to march into Greece, made 
a great and anxious change for him. He v̂ as rich; but, without a 

.country, he was incumbered with his riches, both those his private 
property, and those committed to him in trust by the troops he had 
commanded. It is from,,the accouiit, which he has been solicitous to 
give to the public, of the execution of that trust, that we have our 
chief information concerning his following fortunes, and with it some 
pictures ©f the times of singular value.

We have seen that wdien the prizemqney, acquired by the Cyreian Ch, 23, s. 5. 

Greeks in Upper Asia, wais, in their return, divided at Cerasus, a tenth 
was set aside for the gods; and committed to the generals for dedica
tion. The deities, selected to be honored on the occasion, were the 
Delphian Apollo and the Ephesian Artemis, or, in her Latin name,
Diana- Tho it has been evidently a principal purpc/se, of Xenophon’s 
narrative of the expedition of Cyrus, to apologize for himself to his Anab. 1.5. 
country,c yet there we find his free Confession, that, being banished, ® 
he resolved to follow Agesilaus when he returned to Greece, and risk 
the dangers'of the war against that confederacy, of which Athens was> 
a member. The dedication remained then still to be made; and, in 
the deficiency of means for remitting large sums, 4nd the hazard of 
keeping them, especially for one in the employment of a soldier and 
the condition of an exile, his difficulties are, likely to have been eoa- 
siderable.

But the commission for the dedication put him in possession of what 
was, in the circumstances of the times and in his circumstances, an 
inestimable ad vantage : it opened a favorable introduction to . the priest
hood of the two principal temples of the Greek nation, in Europe and 
in Asia. None were so ricĥ  and, unless that of Jupiter at Olympia 
should be excepted, none so extensively venerated, as those of Apollo 
at Delphi and Diana at Ephesus. On his departure therefore he di‘  
videtl his wealth. Part  ̂ as the sum to be consecrated to Apollo, he 
carried with him ; and, when, after the victory qf Coroneia, Agesilaus 
made the magnificent dedication of the tenth of his Asiatic spoil at ofthis Hist. 
Delphi, Xenophon deposited his humbler offering in the treasury ofAnab. 1.5. 
the Athenian people there, inscribing it, as he tells us, with his own ^

name.
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name and that of his deceased friend Proxenus. The other part, pro
bably equal, or perhaps larger, as the portion of the Ephesian Diana, 
he committed to the integrity ..of ^egabyzus, sacristan or treasurer of 
the temple o f  that goddess at Epli^us. The ŝor&hip of Artemis or 
Diana, with the title of the EfJhesian, was, i£ Seems, not .confined to 
Ephesus, nor was the dedication to her necessarily to be made there. 
He therefore injoined Megabyzus to remit the deposit to him in Greece, 
should he survive the dangers o f the expedition he was going upon, 
blit otherwise to dedicate it himself, in whatever way he might judge 
most acceptable to the goddess.

. After the campain' in Boeotia, Xejiophon is said to have accom
panied Agesilaus to Lacedminon. . Tho victory attended that prince in 
Greece; yet, as we have seen, his recall from Asia* was followed by 
the almost immediate and intire overthrow of the Lacedfemonian empire 
there, through loss of command o f the intermediate sea. That revenue, 
by which ajone LaCedffimon had been enabled to maintain a large force 
of mercenaries, and to wage distant war, then ceased; and hence, with the 
eampaiq in Boeotia, Xenophon’s military life seems to have ended.

But Lacredemon could hardly he made a pleasant residence for a 
stranger, even by d,he friendship of a king, and that king AgCsilaus, 
Jealousy o f strangers'was peculiarly a principle of the constitution j 
and the kings, liable themselves, even in private life, to severe con- 
tfoul always, could never calculate the amount or the kind of new 
embarrassment to arise for them with every yearly change of the 
ephors, Protection and patronage, however,* which the spirit of the 
LacedEemouiaii government, denying to strangers within Laconia, pre
scribed for them everywhere else, were liberally given to Xenophon. 
Opportunity arose from the cli'cmnstances o f the province of Tri- 
phylia, between the river Alpheius and the border o f Messenia; whose 
people, claimed as Subjects by the Flcians, had been restored to a no
minal independency by the arms of Lacedaemon. Scillus, one of its 
towns, ruined by the. Eleians for rebellion, was rebuilt and repeopled 
under Lacedmmoniati auspices, and, according to Pansanias, given 
to Xenophon as a kind of lordship, to hold under Lacedemonian 
sovereint3% ’There however he settled, under Lacedemonian patron

age,
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age , halving-already a fam ily. I l is  sons are irientioned Ry h imse l f ; -o f  

h is-w ife  'we Jfearn, from  .his biographer, only her ijamCj' Fhitesia.

. Soon a fte r-h e  was established at Scillus, the fa ith fu l sacristan o f  the 

Ephesian D iana, u s in g 'th e  season o f  the O lym pian festiva l for a visit 

there,-restored  th e  sum com m itted  to  his charge. T h en  Xenophon 

made  an e.xtensive purchase o f  laud, near Scillus, in the name o f  an 

estate fo r  the god dess ; having previously taken the very  remarkable 

precaution  to p rocure an oraclilar response from  D elphi, poin ting 

out, w ith  the au th ority  o f  A po llo , the -vefy land that should be pur

chased fon D iana  O f  this estate, and his m apagem ent o f  it, he has 

le ft  us the fo llo w in g  account. . *

‘ A .b ro o k  flow s through  the estate, o f  the same name w ith  that' 

‘ which  runs near the tem ple o f  th'e Ephesian D iana at/Ephesus:

‘ b oth  are called  Selefius ®'*; both abound , w ith  fishes, and both have

* shellfish,**. • But the estate o f  the goddess near Scillus abounds also- 

‘ w ith  beasts o f  chace o f  various kinds. From the sacred stock then

* X en op h on  b u ilt a tem ple attd an attar;, and he constantly set apart 

‘  a tenth o f\ h e  produce o f  the land-for a sacrifice to the goddess, with 

‘ a fes tiva l in  w h ich  all the-tow ns-people, and the nsen apd women

o f  the n e igh b ou rin g  .villages, ‘ paytake; T h e  goddess entertains Avith 

‘ m eal, bread, w ine, eon fectionary, the meat o f  v ictim s from  the sm 

‘ cred  pastures, and the- produce o f  the -chace®*. F o r the sons o f  

‘ X enophon , and the you th  b f  the tOAvn, w ith  any o f  the older men 

‘ w h o .ch u se it, m ake a general hunting fo r  the fe s t iv a l; not on ly  upon 

‘ t ile  sacred grounds, but e x ten d ip g  the chace, aqroSs the Alpheius,

‘ o ve r  the n e ighbou rin g  raouptain Eholoe, on The .border o f  A rcad ia ; 

‘ and they take w ild  boars, roes,, and deer. . , > . ?

‘ T h e  p lace lies in the w ay from  O lyn ip ia to , Lacedgembn, about 

‘ , tw en ty  fu rlon gs  from  the tem ple o f ’Jupiter in O lym pia. T h e  .sacred

£01
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' ‘ land®'*’ has vai'iety of hill, dale, auclh\,̂ dods; ydtii plentiful pasture 
‘ for swine, goals, sheep, and liorseS; so that the sadfTle’and d.raft 
‘ cattle, o f those who come to the festival, jshare, iri t̂heir way, amply 
‘ in the cheer,, The tentple is surrounded b y.a  grove o f cultivated'
‘ trees, furnishing* the fruits o f eVery season. Its form, eomparing 
‘ small things ♦ with great> is the same-with that at Ephesus; and the 
‘ »irnage o f the goddess also rhserohles the Ephesian,, as  ̂ statue of cy- 
‘ ptesS-wood may resemble a statue of gold- Near the temple is a 
‘ pillar, inscribed thus : ‘ This is the sacred land 'df Diana. Whoever 
‘ holds it and gathers from, it,. let him sacrifice the tenth yearly, and,
■‘ frOih the remainder, maintaiti tBe-telnple, Who fails thus to dO will 
‘ incur the deity’s  animadversion.’

In this very efiriousidetail, .evidently,'with much said; the direct 
mention Of'm’uch implied-has been, prudentially avoided. W’’e havp 
already had frequent occasion to notice, in Xenophon’s WrTtings, re- 
pect for- the religion of his age, uhiforml l̂' and zealously expreŝ sed.; 
and Ave have observed ground for supposing, that much of his’esteem 
for it arose from observation of the means it afforded, to the officer ; 
and to the statesman, in the want of other, sanction, fpr inforcing 
duties, military, civil, arid mpral A t the same timre ,WC'have seen, 
iastanees o f both his Inimattity, and his -skill,’ in directing superstition 
to purposes th e : most cbaritabie, and with effect very extensively he- 
neficiah How much some resource was wanting,; in the defitimcy of 
civil establishments among the Grecian Tepublics, for giving sercurity 

Ch. 2 1. s. 1 . to private property, has -also, in ho small degree, fallen wil-hin our 
of this Hist, observation.- In Greece, as-Xenophon informs us,A land tvas npt 

esteemedj as ■ with us, the surest foundation of private income, bui rather 
any moveable effects thatAnight have protection within the wallsmf a 

. town, ■ In Athens then property would beAafer than perhaps anywhere 
else in Greece, unless in Lacedsemoii. But how precarious it was in 
Athens may be gathered from the high rate o f usury, in the most 
flourishing times there,' Twelve for the hundred yearly was the lowest

. , Reither X^o-' Scilltw, wtech, in-all our maps, is, ap-
. phon nor Pausanias has inarmed the dis- parefttly, too near the .Coast,, and ted far 
tance of -the sacred*place from the town of from Olympic* v ’ ' ‘

' . usual
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usual'interest for money; and tlje cautious lender eotmnonly -re-; 
quired monthly payment. Thirty for the hundred'was ofdinarjly 
given by those who borrowed for commercial adventure; aod, 
op account of the. insecurity of contracts, the lender frequently itn- 
barked himself, with his money,- or the goods bought with it, to be 
ready to take his principal again 'with the interest, in the first mo
ment that t he '■ borrower should have rneans of payment. Amorig • 
commonwealths more subject to forein oppression, or to sedition 
breaking out into action, to. calculate a rate of interest, at all corn-  ̂
mensurate with.the lender’s, insecurity, evidently must have be;en im
possible. -

In this state o f things, w'ith, disadvantages inhanced by his con
dition 'of an exile, it behooved Xenophon to find taeans, if he could, 
for placing in some safety, for himself and his family,-the'property 
he had had the good fortune to amass and preserve. In very early cir. 3. s. 2. 
times the temples, among the Greeks,, and perhaps other nations, had 
been resorted to for thn safe-keeping of treasure; the hontmon dread Herod. 1. 5. 
o f violating their sacredness constituting a considerable protection for 
all within their prepiirctsTt Geiterally treasure so placed seems to have 
been in some .degree, or at least in spine portion, dedicated to the deity ; 
yet not so as to: deny all future use. fbr. civil purposes. Probably 
weaker sfates, and individuals,- were obliged, or might find it expedi
ent, to pay higher for the good office  ̂ of the priesthood, while an 
imperial state might, command them. When Ihe Athenians had esta
blished their empire over .the, mar.itime’ Tepuhlics of Greece; so far 
as to'exact a regular tribute from themy fhe temhl® r>f Apollo at i}Gos Tfiucyd. 1.

. was chosen for the common treasury.; but the money was deposited 
there professedly for profane purposes, and to be drawn out at the plea*- 
sure of the Athenian govefnriient. When a fe\V years after, the con
gress of the Peloponnesian .confederacy was held at Laocdmiiion, to 
consider o f means for maintaining ivar with Athens, it was proposed c. 121. 
to borrow, from, the treasuries o f Olympia.and Delphi, wealth depo
sited there fof no specific and no common purpose. Farther, Ooncefn-* 
mg these sacred depositories, of wealth, remaining-information scarcely 

■ gems, except as 'Xenophon’s account of himself indicates how‘.they
4 C 2  ■ ’ ' might
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might he macte-.ufeful for purposes of private life, Evidently he used 
the treasure| 9 f  Diana at Ephesus, and Apollo at Oeiphi, as hanks. 
The advantage of having such means ready, equally In Greece and in 
Ionia, Was so peculiarly adapted to Xenophon’s^circumstances, that it 
may countenance the supposition o f his having suggested the double 
dedication which the army voted. For as dedication to Diana , was 
not restricted to EphesuS' or. Asia, so neither would tbatto Apollo* he 
limited to Delphi or Europe; and had Xepophoij’s meditated colony 
on the Euxine shore been established, or had th'e snecesses of Lace- 
dasmon against Persia been less transient, possibly  ̂ instead of carrying 
the worship of the Ephesian Diana into Peloponnesus, he inight have 
extended that o f the Delphian Apollo on the eastern side of the 
,^gean. Wh^n Agefilaus left Asja, neither his hopes o f conquest, nor 
perhaps Xeiiophon’s views fo settlement there, Avere irhmediately aban
doned. It Avas Conon’s na\"al victory off Cnidus that confined the 
arms of the one, and decided the residence Of the other, ‘within the* 
limits o f Greece. ' ' .

Then it became necessary for Xenophon to collect his property, 
-or at least to bring it\within ready, reach; aud, i f  jt might be pos
sible, in his Unfortunafe condition of an exile, and, in times threat*, 
ening moret than common turbulente in that turbulent 'countrjv 
to provide \vith it an income o f  some, securityj for himself  ̂and his. 
family, so that, i f  he must depend upon a foreiji government for pro
tection, still he-need not depend upon it for subsistence. To assure 
then to himself and to his posterity a permanence of landed property, 
such as, under the civil law alone, W'as perhaps hardly anywhUre in 
Greece to be-hoped fo f he-recurred to religion for assistance. Using 
the opportunity affonded by the commission froni the troops he liad 
commanded in Asia, he procured the estimation o f sacredneSs for any 
extent of land, by making hjmself and his heirs nominally trustees 
for the goddess, of. what wal very effectually their own estate, burdened 
only with a certain quit-rent and certain services. For, by the cqndi- 
tiUns expressed in his inscription, they were bound to’employ a tenth 
only of the produce in sacrifice and public festival: _ and whatever, of 
the other nine tenths,' Afas more thhn requisite to maintain the temjule 

' s '  ' .and
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and its appendages, would be at their disppsal. I f  then he paid largely 
to obtain the sacred security, he might probably well afford to do so; be- , 
caufe in the proportion'that landed'property was otherwise irisecuTe, it 
would of course be cheap. The bracular responseTrom Apollo, djrecf 
ing the circunistances__of the purchase,. a Very strong matter in itself, 

.tho dropping in a manner incidentally in .the report'of the transac
tion, was probably desired for tw6 purposes ; it would amount to a 
declaration of the god’s satisfaction w'itli thê  management of the sum 
which had been lodged in his treasury, how after disposed o f we are 
uninformed, w'hile it gave the most unquestionable authority for the 
purchase of.lands in Pelopolinesus for the Ephesian Diana,-the exact 
propriety of which might otherwise,perhaps liave been open to dispute. 
It- furnishes,'moreover^ the clearest' Indication that Xenophqn was 
upon g'ood terms with the Delphian, as well as with the Ephesian 
priesthood. ' . ' -

The superstition “of the rniddie ages', as much as 'if has been a sub
ject of indiscriminate invective, nevertheless ha1d its evils not untem- 
peTed with beneficial effect's  ̂ When law \vas unequal to personal pro
tection, the'asylum of a monastery, generally open, and in almost all 
circumstances inviolable, was-of ̂ high value. But the religious tenets 
of those days, calbulated for the appropriation of temporal advantages 
exclusively to„ the clergy, were no way applicable to the security of 
family-property., Ev,en the baron’s chapel, ..to be safe, must be within 
his- castle-wall. In this point' the superstition of Greece was more' 
beneficial: Xenophon’s chapel diffused a mystical protection over his- 
castle and his whole estate. • * *

The advantages then of the situation of-Scillus, for Xenophon, seem 
to have been many,-*and soms,of them .very important; He was there 
under the immediate protection of the Lacedasmonjan government, and- 
yet he vj-as beyond the sphere of ,its Lycurgian- rule, its censorial in- 
spe.ction, and its more importunate'jealousy. Separated by lofty moun
tains fi-om’the countries most likely to be the seats of war, and far . 
out o f any expected line of march of contending armies, he was yet, 
by his neigtibourhood to Olympia, in the way o f Communication with 
all parts, 'with eyery distant member of the Greek nation. Fvery

.ff)nrth ̂
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fourth year Greece was itt a niatiner affembled îrx his immediate nei^V 
bourhood; and in case o f pressing danger, arising from any unforeseen 
turn in Grecian iaffaits, the sanctity of the Olympian altars,-at hand, 
might be a valuable refuge. Dependent then as he was upon Lacb-! 
dsemon, yet far. removed' from the great ’seats. o f contention of 
oligarchy and democracy, perhaps no man of his time in Greece in-' 
joyed great fortune with SO many of the advantages o f jndependency,- 
The circumstances of the country itself,. moreover, seCm to have been, 
for a man of his turn, singularly pleasant. According tp aiitient jac* 
counts, (modern are yet W'anting) all die various beauties of landscape 
appear to-;have met in -the neighbourhood of Scillus. Immediately 
about the town and the adjacent temple,, with, their lrttle river Selenus, 
inclosed between the hiily woodlandsj Diana’s property, and the bar
ren crags of Typgeum, whence, according to. the Olympian law, or 
report perhaps intended to have the preventive effect of law, it is 
said, women ii\truding at the games were to ■ bê  precipitated, we 
may conceive the finCst ■ classical compositions o f the Poussins, Up 
tlie course of ’ the Alpheius and its tributary streams, toward Eryman-. 
thus and the other loftier Arcadian mountains, the sublimesywildness of 
Titian and Salvator could not fail to abound ; while the Olympian 
hill, with its splendid buildings among its sacred groves,- the course 
of the Alpheius down Wanl, the.sandy plain, ,stretching--towafd .Pylus, 
Nestor’s antient seat, diyersified with its pinasters the sea in dis-' 
tancevone way, and aU the Arcadian niountains the other, would offer' 
%he various beauty, the rich grandeuiv, and the mind-fi]liiig expansb of
Claud'^ ■ \'

■ .r '  ̂ - ' ' ; In

Hirv^ iyp'ia^. Pausan. l. 5, C.'6. The 
tree-commonly called P in a ste r (for its quick 
growth and pictqresk beauty deser-vin̂  the 
attention of our planters, thô  'like that 

‘beautiful tree the oriental, plahq, ObjicCount 
- of some unaccommodating qualities for their 
purpose, disliked by our nurseryttifen).is dis
tinguished by our botanists hj the name of 
F ilm s  sylvestris.

Cliandler visited Olympia in rtlib un
healthy seaspn, in haste and in fear.' 'Like 
some of'the most beautiful-a'nd mterestiog- 
parts of Italy, the wooded hills abb'utihê  

Jake of Bolsena, and the rocky coast Of Baia, 
of which otherwise it may be still truly said, 
in the words of Horace, "■
Nullus in orbe locus Bhiis prajlucet'amtenis,'    

 



SscT. IX. M E M O R I A L S  O P  X E N O P H O N .
In this delightful retreat Xenophon is said to have written most of 

his works; of which all of principal note remain to us.' Here, while 
he meditated on the past, or viewed, in secure distance, the passing 
storms, which gave occasion for most, of-the graver, the immediate 
circumstances of his own happy situation would at intervals lead to 
the lighter; those- on Jiis amusements, field-sports, the riianagemen-t 
of horses and aggriculture ; aggriculture only incidentally treated, thp 
evidently a favorke topic. In most'parts o f ‘Greece, soil and climate 
did much for the cultivator ; but, among the ravages,of war and sedi' 
tion, frequently, occurring, eveV threatening, the exertions of art would' 
be hasty and little systematical. Thefair lo to f the coulTtryman, the 
loved subject o f faithful eglogy for the fortunate poet, under the 
wide shelter of the Roman empire, was. hardly a matter even for ima
gination amid the insecurity o f the Grecian republics®’ . It may be 
■ worth while to compare, Avith his inchanting description of plenty 
poured from the earth, arms remote; and Juatice reigning; the por
traiture .which Xenophon has deft uS of the husbandman’s life, not in- 
deed at Scilliis, but in two separate districts c f the largest and most 
fruitful province of Greece. It oceurs ih the description qf an en
tertainment given by the officers of the Cyreian army, while ineamped 
near’ Cotyora, to- the ministers o f COrylas, prince of Paphlagonia; 
Among both Greeks and jiarbarians, as among’ the eastern nations at 
this day, the meal Avas eommonly succeeded by dances and panto- 
mi raes. After "a pantottiimical dance, performed to the music of the
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it seems, tbe western epast of Feloponnesus 
is af ihis day, in the’ autumnal season, 
proverbially unbealtfiy, Chandl. Trav. in 
Greece. - ‘ .

If Mr. Hawkins,, who has bad far greater 
opportunities, should be induced to publish 
an account of his travels, the world will be 
d)«tter informed coneerniiig that mteresting-

country. 'Ehe Arcadian mountains, and- 
especially their western steeps, remained,-, 
when he visited them, still' finely wooded. 
The rest Of Greece, where Herodotus and- 
Thucydides mention extensive woods, have; 
been laid nearly bare, like the once wooded 
borders of England and' Scotland,

07 O fortunatoS nimium, sua si bona noript,^
Agricolas ! quihus ipsa, prcejil'discordibus armiSj. •-
Fundit humo facilem victum justibima tellus,

&c.. Vitto.-.Georg. 1. 2. y.460;    
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flute, -by two Thracians armed," in the manner o f Their country, as tar- 
geteers, some .Riiniaibs ail'd' Magnet.es,. people of the southern' and 
northern borders^ of Thessaly, .stepped forward, and, in the full ar
mour of the phalanx exhibited the xlance called tjjo Carpeean. ‘ The 
‘ manner of it,’ say,s Xenpphon, was thus i ‘ Elutes playing, and time 
‘ .being olise-rved in. all motions, one advances, aa a husbandman.
‘ Grounding his arms, he sows, and drives his- Oxen, often looking 
‘ around as if  in fear. -Another approaches as a roblter. The-hus- 
‘ bandman seeing him, funs to his ai’ms, and, a combat insue?. The 
‘ robber prevails, binds the hiisbandman, and drives off the cattle.

Then -the dance is Varied ; the busbandman is victorious, binds the 
‘ robber’s hands behind him, yolce.s hipi with the oxen,* and drives all 
‘ off together.’ .

The 'Magnetes inhabited the dale.s o f Pelioo, along the AEgean shore, 
and the northern bank; o f the Peneiirs,'under the heights of Olympus, 
against Macedonia. The .^nians held the upper part-of the, valley of 

li 8, p.42/. tho Spereheius,and the nSrthern roots of (Eta, to the bprder of iZEtolia.
They boasted the purest blood of Grecian race; but.neither this proud 
clairn, nor their title to sujiport from the Thessalian confederacy, nor 
the valor and skill in arms Of every busbandman among them, exercised 
in the daily care even of his-draft-cattle and his seed-corn, nor the 
strength of their highland fastnesses, in the en4 availed them/ Among, 
the wars ‘0̂  ̂ their more powerful -jvestern neighbours, the ^Etolians, 
Acamaniaps, and Epi rots, according to the geographer, the Alnians 
were extirpated. Of'their neigbbours, on the southern side-of The 
ndge of Octa, the Dorians, 4  remnant ju ^  sufficed to keep the name 
from perishing. ■ ' . , /  ,

In Laconia, Eleia, Attica,,, and sonle other parts o f Greece, the 
situation of the husbandman eertainly was less unfortunate. - To.plmv 
in arms was not Commonly nece$saiy; the plowman and his cattle 
were at lea^t not liable to attack from the solitary robber.. Yet,, i f  we» 
consider the state'Cf the country altogether, we shall hardly, wonder i f ' 
what remains, from the & eeks of the republican times, upon , agricul-

,p. m .
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ture, is not among the most valuable o f their writings  ̂and if it affords 
little instruction for the cultivator mrder any ijjild governnient, long 
established, only moderately well administered, and able, by its own 
strength, or its political connections, to keep foreih enemies at a 
distance.

More than twenty years Xenophon seems to have resided at Sciilus, 
personally undisturbed, tho observing often, doubtless with, much 
anxiety,' the various turns of the contention between the democratical 
and aristocratical interests in Greece,j^expited nneiv by .the injurious 
haughtiness o f Lacedremon, so soon after her complete triumph oven 
the democratical oj)position. But the battle pf Leuctra made a great 
and unfortunate change for him. Then the Elcians,. hitherto "repressed- 
by an overbearing" power, gave vent to their indignation tod their am
bition ; and, when a getieral peace was proposed by the Athenians, upon 
the terms that all Grecian people should be independent, they alone 
dissented, with a declaration, of their resolution to assert their s@- 
vei’einty over the Triphylitos. Mindfhl of the gross evils, which can- 
scarcely fail in the subjection of people to people, the Tfjphylians re
sisted; and they solicited from Arcadia that protection, which Lace  ̂
daemon could no longer with the former certainty give, War followed 
between Arcadfa and.Elis; violence and confusion superseded law and 
order, more or less during seven or eight years, in that before peaceful 
and happy part o f  G teece,; and at lengtJi, as we have seen, the saci-ed 
precinct itselTof Olympia became a held of battle.

Pisturbance to Xenophon’s quiet Could not fail among these troubles; 
in w.hich, how.ever, he seenSs tp have avoided taking a part. According 
to the biographer, hut at what time is npt said, lie sent his family to 
Lepieum; he went himself to Elis, apparently to solicit, plead-, or 
negotiate; and fi'na.Hy;, w.ith his family, he removed to Corinth'. It 
wo.uld be.avery advantageous circumstance forhirji, after the violent con-r 
Jentipn o f  the Eleians, that the aristocratical party remained completely 
maste.rs; and this would be greatly improved by, whatpresently followed,' 
the rencMml of alliance between Elis and .La^d.mmon. These facts, 
authenticated by himself, give probability toThe report of h js jouipey 
to Elis; and both together haye-a coufiiming consonance to what is

VoL. III. ' 4 i> related
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rdated by Pausanias, that the Elekhs recovered Scillus j = that, a pic 
■ secution being ihstitjuted against Xehopbon,: before the Olympi i 

couricil, for interference with their dominion under claim of authori't 
from a foreih powk, he was ehhcir acquitted or pardoned^ and th t̂, 
uiirfer protection o f tlie jEleian government, as before of^the Laccc le- '' 
moniah, he was allowed to continue hk residence at Scrltus, and'to 
preserve his property ~ - ,
, When, about two years after the battle of Leiictra, the Atheniaiis, ’ 

abandQuing the Theban alliance, took a decided partwith Lacedsemon, 
there -remained apparently no political motive to. pi’cvent Xenophon’s 
restoratioh to his country. Then therefore probably it was that, ae- 

,cording to the recount preserved by Laertius, the Same orator, Eubulus,*; 
who, in- the vehemence, perhapSj/of youthful politics,-had pfopdsed 
the decree for his'banishment, with the maturer judgement/and 
softened temper of thirty added years, moved in the Athenian assenibly, 
with equal sucOess, for. its reversal. Such a residence. however, as 
Xenophon himself has described Athens,, for eminent and wealthy ine'n, 
we shall not wondef if, after ah absence of more than thirty years, at 
the age of near siKty* he was not Very eager-t"o return to it : Corinth' 
was more commodiously sifuated for communication with his property , 
at Scillus, or negotiation concerning it. , . ■

But," thq he avoided needlessly to" expose his oWn elderhood, and the 
property that wasr tokupport his family, to the unbridled intemperance, 
of a misruling m u l t i t u d e y e t  he desired' that Bis sons should not 
omit those duties of Athenian citizens, vVhich, of- their hge, the'Attic 
jaw. required. Bptlvare said to,have fought/ in the Athenian cavalry, 
on the great day of Mantineia, \vhere the elder, Gryllus, ea l̂e<l a gld  ̂
'rious death: the younger, /Diodorus, survived. .

For himself, in his declining age,Corkth probably might be k residence 
preferable fo Scillus. That his Conhection with that city, and at least ' 
his occasional residence there, were o f sonie duration; is implied in an 
epigram? preserved by Laertius/apparently selected from many relating '

*9 This seems fully implies in the expressao»s-»Tu;̂ 4»'Ia

Civium .ardol* prava jnbentium. Hor. Od. 3. 1,3; ' .
. . . "  -.5 . '  ̂ ' t.O
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to him.' It runs thus: ‘ Tho, Xenophon, the Athenians Vanished you,
‘ for the friendship with whichyOu were distinguished byCyfus, yet hos- 
‘ pitable Corinth received you. There yo-ti wgre kindly treated; there 
‘ you found satisfaction; and-there finally you resolved to yeside’*,’ 
Occasionally perhaps visiting his estate in Triphylia, bgf mostly under 
the liberal aristocracy of Corinth, he seems to have passed, in a, dig-, 
arificd ease, the i'eniainder of a life', by all account’? long, and, according 
to the report of Lucian, protracted beyond his ninetieth yCar-’h ,

The estimation in which, living asWell as afterward, Xenophon was 
extensively’ held, is marked by, some pleasing teslimonics. Tha death 
of Gryllus" gaVe occasion to many> Epitaphs and panegyriesjupon 
that young tOan, as. Laertius reports from Aristotle, -prineipally in
tended as compliments to his father, were numerous. The Mantincian 
state rWvarded his merit with more*costly honors: an equestrian statue 
of him, placerbnear the theater in Mantineia, remained in jthe time of

57J
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will own myself not inclined to gi-v̂ any 
yrtdit to the date assigned, in our copies of 
Diogenes Laertius, as the term of Xenophon’s 
life, namely the first year of the hundred 
ana fifth olympiad,' about two years -only 
after the battle of Mantineia. Bar’thelemi, 
in a note to 'his fifty-ninth chapter of the . 
Travels of Anacharsis, observing that the 
battle of Mantineia *as fought in the.year

MantUteia- 'This however alone I think 
sufficient tp invalidate the date of Xeno- 
pholTs death, as it stands oijr cbpies of 
Diogenes., But in the Orecian atmals-a fact 
is stated, the successon of TisiphSnus to the 
tyranny of Pherae in liiessaly (JJei. I. 6. c, 4. 
s. 37.) .which according to Diodorus, and to 
Xenophon too, in podwell’s r̂ cltonmg, hap
pened . in the fourth' year Of the hundred

before-Christ 362, about which I believe -and fifth olympiad, the year before Christ
there is no-difference, adds that Xenophon’s 

hutory goes five y!earS farther, to the year 
before Christ 357. What he ‘has meant by 
tire phrase Xenophon’s history, he ha's no'tex-̂ ' 
pained. -Xenophon’s narrative in bis Grecian 

.annals ends with the battle, of Maiiiineia. 
His panegyric of Agesilaus goeS farther, in-

337, just.five years after the battle of Man- . 
tiheia, and perhaps B-arthelfemi has hnd this 
obscurely in his mind, unwilling for the 
trouble of farther, looking after it. Xeno
phon ’S mention: of the Succession of fisipho- 
hus does not imply its recency, but rather the 
contrary; ‘ Tisipbonus,’ he adds,"' still held

dudin̂  .the death of that prince; the time thegoverutBenU’ Hence the inference sê ms 
sf which is not precî sely ascertained, but is reasonable that Xenophon Jived a, epnsider- 
.|enerally set (perhaps a year or more too able time'after the accession of Tisiphonus, 
early) within two ye-ars after fhe-battle of iti the. year beftife Christ 357. -

' ‘ Pausiamas,
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PausaniaSj whp travelled through Greece between four a|id five 
hundred years after. Even to that time the fame of Gryllus 
tvas cherished among the, Mantineian people. They attributed to 
him the first merit in the ^reat battle iri which he fell; thei Second 
to Cephisodorus, who commanded the Atheniail c a V a l i y a n d  tlU third 
only to their own highly respected feUow-citizenr, Podares.  ̂ .'\mong 
the Athenians, already in Xenophon’s age, the practice was 
ing, in paying compliments, ajid in everything, tb rut 
extravagance. The Attic cavahy, haying been the or 
rious part *bf the army of their confederacy at the little  ofM an- 
tineia, had a fair claim to public honor. A  picture ofBhb;battf,'^^^ 
therefore placed in the Cei’atneicus, which Pausaniaymentions as re
maining perfect when'he visited Athens> In this picture it was ves( Wed | 
to honor the memory of Gryllus; and, whether, with fair, pietiresk.1 
licence may perhaps, be dispfnted,, but again ŝt all authority in. his ory, "j 
Gryllus was represented giving the mortaf wound to Epameinondis 
Pausanias also found the memory of Xenophon’s - residence prese vcd 
by tradition-among the Triphylians, and Cherished among.the iiost 
informed o f the Eleians, SciJJns waa then again hi ruin j; boti the 
temple of Diana remained; and, hear it, a monument of marble, wlich 
Pausanias Enew tp be fromthe^qUarries of mount Pentelicus in Attica, 
with a figure^'vvhich the neighbouring inhabitants asserted tO; bq of 
Xenophon. . > ' '' S,.-

—Pictpribus atque poetir . #'>,•
Quidlibet audendi semper fuit ?equa potestas. •

; ' - • Hor. de art. poet, V .  lO.

According to all accounts of Gryllus bethat the Athenian cavalry was not ingâ  ̂
fought in the Athenian cavalry. 'Xenophon, till, after lipameinoiidaS had received lis 
in his narrative pf the h®tde> no death-blpw, ' ■
tnentio'n of his sony but he maA® pearly
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