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* “In any factory, workshop, or mercantile establishment " (chapter 4g4, Acts of 1898)

THE SCHOOL CENSUS.
A complete and trustworthy school census requires that there shall be &
careful house to house canvass.

A well-taken school census meets the following requirements : —

1. It should make known the number of children between the ages of

five and fifteen.

2, It should show how many of these children come within the compul-

sory school attendance ages of seven and fourteen, and who they are,

y

3. 1t should indicate with reasonable approximation, when it is compared
with the enrolment lists of the public schools on the one hand and the facts of
iil'i\';ll\‘ N']I\Ml .llh‘ll'lzll!n‘ on the t\l'l«‘l‘, how l]ln!‘wll_:{]l].\' the (‘l>lll[ll1!\|vl"\‘ ;l“l'llll~

ance laws of the State are obeyed

t. It should reveal, as a further result of such comparison, what cases i
is the duty of the truant officers to inve stigate with refoerence to securing their

compliance with the attendance laws

9. It should give the names and number of illiterate minors over four-

teen years of age.

6. It should materially aid those authorities who are charged with the

enforcement of the employment laws r lating to minors

DIRECTIONS TO ENUMERATORS.
Names.— Record the names without abridement (except in the case of
middle names) and without resort to any diminutive pet, colloquial or other

.\ll]n'tilul('? I]lt‘l'vfull \Vl'i(«' the surname first, as, for l‘\AlllllilQ‘, n\wl‘//l. John S.

Sez. — The number of each s X in certain totals is annually called for by
the United States Bureau of Education at Washington. To indicate sex. the

letters M (male) and F (female) may be conveniently used.

Date of Birth. — The date of birth should be recorded in every case where
it is [""*5i!'1‘~' to obtain it. Certain questions that arise in wlll'nrvin_;: the attend-
ance and employment laws cannot be satisfactorily settled unless the date

of birth is known.




Age September 1.— Let the age for September 1 be given in years and

monthg, a fraction of a month less than one half to be rejected, a fraction

greater than one half to be counted as a month.

Name of Parvent or Person in Charge.— The name wanted is that of the
person who has control of the child and whose duty it is, under the law, to
cause him to attend school unless there are valid reasons for his non-attend-
ance. It is usually the name of the father or mother, but may be that of any

person in charge of the child, whether his legal guardian or not.

Residence. — In a city or large town, the street and number should be
noted. In the country, the particular road or section of the town may be
recorded, or any convenient way of fixing the residence may be adopted. The
recording of names in the order in which the persons live on a street or road
is helpful in locating them. Obviously the description of the residence should

be sufficiently definite to enable one to find the child without difficulty.

Remarks.— In the column for “ Remarks” over against the name of a
minor over fourteen years of age “who cannot read at sight and write

»

legibly simple sentences in the English language”, make a record of the
fact. To meet the statutory requirement, diligent inquiry should be made
for all persons between fourteen and twenty-one who belong to this class.

In the same column may be recorded other special or exceptional facts,
should school committees desire them in addition to what the statutes call for,
as, for example, that the child belongs to a private school, or goes out of town
to school, or is either mentally or physically incapable of attending school, or
has not been vaceinated, or is a ward of the State or of Boston. Such facts
may be rapidly and concisely recorded with the aid of abbreviations adapted
to the conditions.

LOCAL CENSUS BLANKS.

Towns and cities sometimes desire to gather the facts of the school census
in forms of their own, as when they take the census with card blanks, each
card being devoted to a single name. Not infrequently they desire to gather
facts that it is not deemed expedient to call for in the State forms. In such
cases it is permissible to use other forms than those provided by the State,

provided the information called for in the State blanks is obtained.

EXTRACTS FROM THE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE LAW.

CHAPTER 496, Acrs or 1898.

Secrion 7. Every child shall have the right to attend the public schools in the
town or city in which his parent or guardian has a legal residence, or in which the
child himself actually resides, subject to such reasonable regulations as to the numbers
and qualifications of pupils to be admitted to the respective schools, and as to other
school matters, as the school committee shall from time to time prescribe. No child
shall be excluded from a public school of any town or city on account of race, color
or religion.

* * * * * * * #* %* * * * * *

Secrion 14, The secretary of the state board of education shall send forms for
the census . . . as soon as may be after they are ready for distribution to the secre-
tary of the school committee of each town and city, and it shall be the duty of such
secretary on receipt thereof to deliver the same to the several persons charged with
the duties in connection therewith . . .

* * * #* * * * * * * * * * *

Secrion 16, The school committees of all towns and cities shall annually ascertain
and record the names, ages aud such other information as may be designated by the
state board of education, of all persons between five and fifteen years of age, and of
all minors over fourteen years of age who cannot read at sight and write legibly simple
sentences in the English language, residing in their respective towns and cities on the 1
first day of September, and such record shall be completed on or before the first day 3
of October. The first census under the provisions of this section shall be taken in
the year eighteen hundred and ninety-nine. Whoever has under his control a minor
over five years of age and witholds information in his possession sought by a school
commiltee or ils agents relating to the items required to be ascertained by this section, or
Salsifies in regard to the same, shall forfeit and pay a fine of not more than fifty dollars.

Secrion 17. The chairman and the secretary of each school committee shall
annually on or before the last day of April transmit to the secretary of the state board

of education a certificate filled out, signed and sworn to by them as follows : — We,
the chairman and the secretary of the school committee of , hereby certify that
on the first day of next preceding the date of this certificate there were resid-
ing in said town (or city) the number of persons between the ages of five and
fifteen years, and the number of persons between the ages of seven and fourteen
years.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * #

For provisions relating to the employment of minors, particularly of those

who cannot read and write English, see chapter 494, Acts of 1898.
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