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© pirector, FBI . [NFID} parg; December 29, .

/

rrom i Legat, Havana (64-153)

. SUBJECT: AMERICAN7GAMBLING }TXCT IVITIES IN'C N STV
g S : ' ANTI-RACKETEERING . DECLASSIFIED BY O\
D - Reference Havana letters August 27, and Septémﬁer's, 1958,
ffv _and Miami teletype of Gctober 23, 1958, transmitting information

i?eceived from Legat, Havana. .

s e 2 Set forth below is additional information which has come
o g

iﬁ}a ,_to’the/attention of the lLegat, Havana, congerpimg:theractdwities and
e mﬁﬁinterests of American gamblers in Cuba: #ND FIELD . ..

\"L
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g 'GENERAL INFORMATION: SLIP(S) OF 2 1 Y

et A . - ¥ ras & ; ®

S I . R pATE . [ NN -EST. -
a0  The disturbed political situation in Cuba and the resulting
% p2 decrease. in tourism has had a severe affect in recent months on the

= :ﬁ gambling casinos in Havana. Most of the casinos are barely breaking
S ayven. It is apparent, however, that American gamblers continue to
2P o have an optimistic long-range view concerning the eventual._ success
viof gambling casinos in- Cuba. In récent months on the occasions when-f]
NI gamblers have sold interests in casinos, there has-apparently been = |
33?§§a number of other gamblers interested in buying those interests. 5
3 ¥ 51In addition, the Legat, Havana, continues to receive information |

indicating that other gamblers -in the United States are planniug

to invest in and construct more casinos in Cuba as soon as the

political situation stabilizes. : ‘ -

" on 9/29/58, T. James Ennis, manager of the Hotel
Havana-Riviera, advised that he was informed by a Florida hotel
manager named (FNU) VON HAGEN that VON HAGEN was interested in -
setting up an island-wide punch board operation in Cuba. VON HAGEN
stated that PILAR GARCIA, Chief, Cuban National Police, had indicated
that he would allow such an operation if given a percentage. :
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§i " on 12/18/58, HAV—31'infofmed that a new gambling casino i

3

of small size called The’Colony would shortly open up on the Isle 4
of Pines, Cuba, and that this casino would be operated by an ’ i

individual named BEN/FINNEY and another individual named/gglL‘}/z{ A

A ""'SCHAEF.ER °

e

v ' wi/L'HAV=31 also informed that an individual named STANLEY
*$&SPENSKY, who, formerly owned a number of houses of prostitution and/} -

&% 9t machines' ih- Steubenville, Ohio, had just been released from .
Azt e. prisoi-where he had beehuﬂaoi,g‘qgﬁé for murder! and was in Havana
’ - i E %bé?l ”

Igggingvfbg a gamblin%wgp§r5} nVWQiggmge‘ggg%diinvest money.

N\ L ] . 5 LB i g e 3o R '
= = VCLC e N\ W O»"h"" ; IR Yo [ORRE - l f
i g % . -ﬂ@%‘ R -Lff“;f“’.f?m B 24
1T pureay ) BN L e

. 1 - Hawf{é F i{‘é&‘ s Jece ‘CL. :e g : : '. T ;f‘ 1,
- ) “(1s . S Bem §F ] ce - aT el =t on 0T “
AT i AL

VAR e sy el ¢

DocId: 32293859 Page 2 :



Rel&ased uniet thé John F. Keéfedy Assassihation Records Colléction Act of 1992 (44 USE‘Q;F? Hotey .
DATE: 11-14-2017 - o . N
’ - . e . ¢ )V\ ! /’/:\ hN
N o 7"1’& |/ 5 - . N ) \
S N / R e , \
) 4t . L

Havana 64-153 12/29/58

[;rrest pressure was brought upon w1tnesses, 1nvest1gat1ng officers

and newspaper reporters, as well as the girl herself, to "forget

about the whole thing." ' Source noted that one Cuban newspaper

reporter wrote an article intimating that SCALIA was linked with ‘

the MAFIA, Source stated this newspaper reporter was subsequently i
threatened with death:if he did not "forget about the MAFIA and i
keep his mouth shut." Source said that the principal police officer :
who-had acted on behalf of SCALIA in this mat Lieutenant

Colonel IRENALDO GARCIA BAEZ, the head of SIM Yj?}

SSANS SOUCI._NIGHT CLUB CASINO: /«Ac«.w m&) (% .

The Sans Sou01 Night Club and casino continues to be
operated by SANTO TRAFFICANTE. On 12/19/58, HAV-33 informed that
TRAFFICANTE, his wife and their two daughters had been observed in
the Sans Souci casino on 12/15/580- Source said that a- nephew of o L
TRAFFICANTE named SANTO JO@EfTRAFFICANTE is now managing osko, ;
an adjunct to the Sans Souci, which operates '‘as a gambling cas1no ‘ .
for the "poorer money crowd." (i #A _ Moo e |

/ﬂ/ ROPICANA NIGHT CLUB AND CASINO: . s
[ . A uﬁ‘/ :
The Tropicana ‘continues to be owned by Ciban interests,
ﬂua ‘principally MARTI] Yrox and ALBERT: URA*MﬁYA In the past ARDURACi'r |
.~~has been described as the "bag man" for General Roberto Fernandez ~—~ = "
Miranda, the brother-in-law of President FULGENCIO BATISTA.

W/ CuBA
The new manager of the casino is LOUISﬁﬁEWILLIE, a Da11a59 _
.Texas, gambler who replaced WILLIAM GUSTO BISCHOFF (Miami Top Hoodlum),
BISCHOFF now owns part of the money craps game at the Hotel Capri casino.

HorrEIz'i‘sTvaLLA-BILTMORE CASINO:, 'm;@,,,fpc-rd, a)

LN

" As prev1ously 1ndicated, the Hotel Sevilla-Biltmore casino
is owned by AMLETTOﬁﬁATISTI, Cuban Congressman.’ Sources have adVised
Legat, Havana, .that’ BATISTI has “been observed on numerous occasions

in conversation with SANTO TRAFFICANTE, JR., and that there are
indications that these conversations are relatéd to "bolita'" operations
in Florida. It should be noted that BATISTI is considerédto be the

biggest "numbers" banker in Cuba.

~NORIENTAL PARK.RACE TRACK AND CA“SINO" Waoawme, Cols el

} o The Oriental b k Race Track and gambling casino continues
X to be operated by GEORQ%&%EVINEO CuBS

On 9/15/58 JOE MEDINA, American Express Company representative
in Havana (conceal), advised. that LEVINE had seen him on that date and
had requested MEDINA to wire $20, 000 to JOHN KEILLY, c/o Central Bank |
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