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ADVERTISEMENT.

The following fheets are printed for the
benefit of Mr. Pfalmanazar’s executrix ;
who thought it right to -prefix his Last -
WiLL aiD TESTAMENT, as the beft
introduction to them. M. Plalmanazaf's:
firft intimation of giving this public ac-
count of - himfelf, may *be found under
the article Formofa, in the CoMPLETE
SysTEM oF GEoGRaPHY *, in which

he aflifted as a writer<: Where he wag™
born, and .who were his parents, do not
yet appear for certain; ‘eveni- jn .thefe
pofthumous memoirs: he has’ endeavoured
to keep them inviolable fecrets. From
tircumftances however.there is little reafon
to doubt, but that" Jie; was a native of
France ; indeed /hé fpoke .the French Ian-
guage fo well, beyond what is ufual when.
attained by grammar or travel only, that
we do not queftion to fay, He was a French-
man. His pronunciation had a fpice of the
Gafcoin accent, and. m that provircial -

\
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* Vol.ii. p. 251. This work was pubhﬂ\ed in l747~
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dialect he was fo mafterly, that none but
thofe born in the country could equal, none
though born there could excel him:" for
notwithﬁanding it ‘may be efteemed but a
patois,or jargon, yet foreigners find itimprac-
ticable to be fpokcn with propriety,and with
that fluency and vivacity peculiar to thofe
people : and from this we prefume, that
fome part of Languedoc may lay, claim ta
his birth. 'The reverend Mr. Villette, who
was intimately acquainted with_ him. for
upwards of four and twenty years, (and
had many opportunities to obferve "him,
and to know him well) has commaunicated
thefe conjeﬁures which the judicious reader,
perhaps, will fee fufficiently confirmed from
feveral paffages in the memoirs themfelyes.



FHELAST WILL AND TESTA:
MENT OF ME A“POOR SINFUL
AND WORTHLESS CREATURE
COMMONLY KNOWN BY THE
ASSUMED NAME OF GEORGE
PSALMANAZAR ‘

Thy ever bleﬁ"ed and .unerring. Wﬂl Oh
mioft gracious, - though offended Gocf I"be
done by me. and all the world, whcﬂmcr
for life or death. ,

Into thy all-mercifu} hands I commit mx
foul,-as unto a moft agracxous Father, who,
thqugh juf’cly proyoked by my paft viin
and wicked life, but more efpecially fo
durmg the ybuthful fallies of a rafh and.
unthinking part of it, has yet been gra-
cioufly pleafed, by thy undeferved grace
and mercy, to preferve me from the reign-
ing errors and herefies, . and the more dc~

Elorablc apoftacy and mﬁdehty of the pre=-
it

enRage, and cnabled me to take a conftant -
B _ and
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and ftedfaft hold on the only auithor of our
" falvation, thy ever adorable and divine Son
Jefis Chiift, our powerful and meritorious
Rédéemer; from 'whofe alone, and all+
powcrful intercefilon and merits (and not
from any the léaft inherent righteoufnefs of
my own, which T Heartily abhor as filthy
rags ‘in, thine all purer,eyes) I hope and
‘beg for pardon and reconciliation, and for .
a happy refurre@ion tinto that blefled im-
mortality to which we are redeemed by
~ his mo& precious and ineftimable blood.
I hkewxfe blefs and’ adore thy irifinite:good-
nefs for preferving ‘e from' innumerable
dangeis of body and-foul; to -which ‘this
wretched life, but moré particularly by my
own youthful tathnefs and inconfideration;
mighit'have expofed me, had not thy Dix
vine Providence interpofed in fuch a won-
derful manner, as ‘juftly challenges my
deepeft admiration and acknowledgment :
particularly I am bound to blefs thee for fo
“timely nipping that ambition and vain-
glory, which had hurried me through fuch
{cenés of i Jimpicty and hypocrify, and as the/

moft effeGual antidote againft it, next
‘ thy divine grace;” hatt brought me not f{g‘
: to
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to prefer, but to delig@t- in a ftate of ob-
fcurity and lownefs of circumftances, as
the fureft harbour of peace and fafety; by
which, though the little I have left in my
poffeflion be dwindled to fo little value as
to be but a poor acknowledgment for the
fervices ‘which I have rccelvcd from" my
friend hereafter named, to whom I can do
no lefs than bequeath it all, yet I hope the
will may be' accepted for the deed, and that
the Divine Providence will fupply to her
what is wanting in me. And now, O Fa-
ther of Mcrcxes, 1 befeech thee for thy dear
Son’s fake, fo to dire¢t me by thy grace
through all the futare concerns of this life,
that when, where, or in what manner fo-
ever it fhall pleafe thee to call me out of
ir, I may be found ready and willing to re-
turn my foul,!worthlefs as it is of itfelf, %to
thee: who gaveft it; and my death, as well
as my latter end, may be fuch as may tend
all poflible ways to thy:glory, the edification
.of thy church, and my own eternal com-
fort. And in hopes there is nothing in this
#my laft will that is not agreeable to thine,
leave it to be executed after ‘my death
éy\ggy worthy and pious friend Sarah Re-
B2 wallmg,' :
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walling, of this parith of St. Luke, in'Mia"
diefex, in the manncr hereafter méntloned

" viz.

I defire that my body, when or where-
ever I die; may be kept fo' long above
ground, as decencyy or conveniency will
permit, . and afterdards conveyed to the
common, bury’mg ground and there in-
- terred in fome-obfcure corner of it, with=
out any further ceremony or formality than

is ufed to the bodies of the deceafed pen-

fioners where 1 happen to die, and about

the fame time of the day, and that the

whole may be pcrformcd in the loweft

and cheapeft manger. And it is my ear-

neft requef’c that my body be not in-

clofed in any kind of coffin, but only de-

cegtly laid in what is called a fhell of the

loweft value, and.without hd or other co-

vering which may hinder ‘the natural earth

from covering it all around.

The books relating to ‘the Univerfal Hi-

ftory, and belongmg to the Proprietors,
are to be returneid to them according to the

true [ift of them, which will be fourd in

a blue paper in my daccount book. All
relt being my own property, together itb
' all

»
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all my houfho]d goods, wearing apparel,

- and whatever money fhall be found due to
me after my deceafe, I give and bequeath
to my friend Sarah Rewalling above pamed,
together with fuch manuﬁ:upts as I had
written at different times; and defigned to
be made publlc if they fhall’ be deemed
worthy of it, they confiting of fundry ef-.
fays on fome difficult parts of the Old
Teftament, and chiefly written for the ufe
of a young Clergyman in the country, and
fo unhappily acquainted with that. kind of.
learning, that he was likely to become the -
but of his fceptical parifhibners but being,
by this means, furnifhed’ with- proper. ma-
terials, was enabled to turn the tablcs upon
them.

But the principal manufcript I thought my-
felf in duty bound to leave behind, is a-
faithful narrative of my education, and the
fallies of my wretched youthful years, and -
the various ways. by which [ was in fome
;neafure ‘unavoidably led into the bafe and

Mhameful impofture of paffing upon the .
world for a native of Formofa, and a con-

ﬂtrt to Chriftianity, and backing it with a
ﬁ&tlous account of that ifland, ‘and of my

B3 own
0
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own travels, converfion, &c. all or moft bf
it hatched in my own brain, without re¢
gard to truth and honefty. It is true, I
have long fincé ‘difclaimed even pubhcly
all but the ﬂ)ame and gmlt of that vile i 1m-
'poﬁtlon, yet as long’ as I knew there werc
fill two edmons of that fcandalous romance
remaining in England, befides the feveral
verfions it had abroad, I thought it' incum-
bent upon me to undeceive’ the world, by
unravellmg ‘that whole myftery of ‘iniquity
in a poﬁhumous Work which would be
lefs liable to fufpicion, as the author would
be far out of the, influence of any finifter
motives that’ mlght induce him to deviate
from the truth. Al that T fhall add con-
cerning it is, that itwas began above twenty-
five years ago with that v1ew, and no other,
during a long recefs in the country, ac-
compamed with a threatcmng difeafe, and
fince then continued in my moft ferious-
hours, as any thing new ‘prefented 1tfclf

fo that it hath httle elfe to recommend i

felf bat its’ plainnefs and fincerity, exccp?:‘
here and there fome ufeful obfervations and‘
innuendoes on thofe branches of learning in
whlch I had ‘been concerned and’ par(gcu-

. larly
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larly with fuch exce{lent improvements as
might be made in the method of learning
of Hebrew, and in the producing a more
perfe& body of Univerfal Hiftory, and more
anfwerable to its title than that which hath
already pafled a fecond edition. ‘And thefe,.
I'thought, might be more deferving a place
in that narrative, as the ufefulnefs of them
would  in a great meafure make amends
for the fmall charge of the whole. - Ifit
therefore fhall be- judged worth printing, I
defire it may. be fold to the higheft bidder,
in order to pay my arrears for my lodgings,
and to defray my funeral; and T'further re-
© queft that it be prmted in the plain and
undifguifed manner in which I have writ-
ten it, and without alteration or embellith-
ment. I hope the whole is written ig the
‘true, fincere fpirit of a perfon-awakentd by
a miracle of mercy, unto a deep fenfe of
his folly, guilt, and danger and is defirous,
above all. things, to give God the whole
glory of fo gracious a change, and to thew
the various fteps by which hisDivine Provi-
dencebroughtxt about. The whole of the ac-
»gount contains fourteen pagesof Preface,and
B4 about

| S
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about ninety-three more of the faid'relation,
written in my own hand with:a proper title,
- and will be found in the dcep«dr:awcr on the
right hand of my_white cabinét. - How-
ever, if the obfcurity I have lived in, dur-
ing fuch a feries of years, thould make
it ricedlefs to revive a'thing in all likeli-
hood fo long fince. forgot I cannot but wifh,
that fo much of it was publifhed in fome
weekly paper, as mlght inform,_the world,
efpecially thofe who have fill by them the
above-mentioned fabulous account of the
ifland of Formofa, &c. that I bave long‘
fince owned both. in converfauon and " in
print, that it was no other than a mera
forgery. of rhy own devifing, a{cindalous
impofition on the puclic; and fuch, as I
think myfelf bound to beg -Gad and the
world -pardon, for writing, and have been
long fince, as I.am .to this day, and fhall
be aslong as I hye, heartily for;y ,for, :and
afhamed ofs . .
| Thefc I do hereby, folcmnly declarc’ and
teliify to be -my Jaft, Will and. Teftamient; ¢
“and i uz witnef§ thereof have thereto fet my

name; on the z3d day of April,- in thea
. year

7 M
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. year of our Lord 1‘7152, O.S. and .in the
73d year of my age,
"’ - -G P(almanazar.

The laft Will and Teﬂtament of G. Pl-
manazar, of Ironmonger-Row, in the Pa-
rith of St, Luke, Middlefex, whenever:it
fhall pleafe God to take him out of this
world unto himfelf,

- ]anuary I, 1762, being the day of the
Circumcifion of our divine Lord, then,
blefled be God, quite found in my mind,
though weak in my body, T do ratify and
confirm the above particulars of my laft

Will made,






- LIPS

As the defign’ of my  leaving the follow-'
}ng Memoirs, is at oncé to. undecewe thc
world with refpe& to that vile and ro-
mantic account I formerly gave of myfelf,
and of the ifland of Formofz, and to makc
all the amends j in'my poiver for that (hame-
ful 1mpoﬁtlon on the publlc, by leavmg
behind me this faithful narrative of my-
felf, and of the remarkable accidents of
my wretched life that led me to it, as ‘well
as of thofe that deterred mé from perfifting
in it;; jt-will not be improper here to pre-
mife fome of the chief motives that deter-
mmed me to write the, following fheets,’ to
be prmtcd after my &eath
The- rellglous educatlon I had happily re-
ceived c}urmg my tender years, had made
fo ftrong an lmpreﬂion upon - my mind,
that, though it'did rot prove fuﬂicxent to
preferve me from being unwarily and gra—
dually humed by my own ﬁrong paﬁion,
intg
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1nto that 1candalous p’%‘e‘of forgery ; yet

. it never failed of makmg me condemn
" myfelf, in my more ferious hours, for every
ftep I took towards-it; but more particu-
. larly for the laft and moft vile {cene of all,
my pretended converfion from Heathenifm
to Chriftidnity, and the abominable means T
was forced to ufe in order to make it gain’
credit in the world ; fo that I laboured ever
"after under frequcnt and _bitter remorfzs.
and ftings of confcience, at the refleGion
of the gredt load of guilt into which I had
{uffered my youthful and unthmklng vanity
" to hurry me.
And fo .much the more deep  was ‘my
fenfe of it, as I fourd my unhappy condi-
tion become fo very difficult, and in fome
meafure defperate, feeing -nothing could
effeclually extricate me from it but a pub-
lic acknowledgment .of one of the vileft-
and moft. odious * impoftures that youth
and ‘rathnefs could be guilty of, which [
could not. poffibly have made, without ex-
- pofing myfelf to thame and danger, and
my fricinls to the.deepeft mortifcation and
difblealure, and turning their’ undeferved
T garg
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tafe and concern {fgr me' into the jufteft:
abhorrence and deteftation of me.-

Under thefe pungent reflections; whxc(
were, howwer, ‘but too often fmothered:
By- various. carnal- confiderations, ‘and _the:
violent hurry of.my paffions; I was not
‘without fome hopes that the fame divine
goodnefs, which- had not -fuffered me to:
hardep’ into an utter infenfibility of my
grilt, might, in his own good time, enable
me to-furmount all the drcadful dxﬂ-icultxes:
which -my carnal- mind- laid- in ‘my way,

and finith that good work which- my- re-
morfe gave me caufe to hope was-begun
by his undeferved grace in'me, I widsnot,
_however, without fome apprehenﬁons from -
d fenfe of my-extreme guile, left that, which
1 cherithed under the notion of hope, fjould
- prove only & vain and ill- grounded pre=~
famption, at leaft I be«ran to fear I had
reafon to think it fo, Wlnlf’c I continued
ina&tive, and depended merely on afew.
faint withés and - prayers, inftead of mak-
bi # ing fome ftrong refolutions. and efforts;
which might- affure me of the divine gracc
» co-operating with them, ST
In.
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In this fluGtuating an\ wretched tincer-

tainty I continued fome years, not knowing
“Which way to begin" or go about ‘the ar-
duous and drcaded ‘tafk, when a grlevous
and lingering fit"of illnefs did, in fome
meafure; huriy me to it, and made me
determine immediately to fet pen to paper,
and- employ all the: fime my -diftemper
would allow, me; to undo as much as was

“in my power all the mifchief I had done;-

by leaving behind me a faithful account of
every thing I could recolle®, and that had
been mﬁrumental to fo fatal and long a train
of mifcarriages, in order to fet the whole.

impofture in fo true a light, that fio part:

of the thame may fall on the guiltlefs, but
on the guilty ; and that i is chiefly on my-
felf. :
I fet about it accordingly, and if 1 did
not begin fo neceffary and laudable a work,
till driven as it were to it by pain and fick~
nefs, by the fear of death, and of the divine
difpleafure, I hope it will be fo.far from
kﬂ'ang the credit of the followmo narra-
tive, that it will rather add wexght to it,
feeing no txme or _circumftances can bc
more

IJ
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-more pt to infpiré,a’man with the deepeft
ferioufnefs and fincerity, than thofe I was
in, when I wiote the moft confiderable and/
mortifying part of it, ,

I fhall therefore only add, that my di-
" flemper was a lingering evcry-other-day
ague, which lafted me about fix weeks,
and that being then'in a fweet place of re-
tirement in the country, at a very good
friend’s houfe, and taken fufficient care of
in a]l other refpects, I had all the time and

‘opportunity I could with- for, joined with
the propereft difpofition of mind for. fuch
a talk, fo that through God’s blefling' I was
enabled to bring down the fhameful ac-
count of my former unfortunate life throagh
the moft (hocking-and .impious fcenes of it,
to my arrival into England without any m-
terraption, ‘and I hope in God with *that
fineerity and ferioufnefs as fuch a relation
could 'require; and my bad ftate- of  health
could infpire me with, flill taking care be-
fore all things to implore the divine affitance

-, of the great fearcher of all hearts every time-
I fat down to write, that he would direc

« e to go through the arduous tatk with
fuch’
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foch 8- dué regard to thuth, Whatever fharhe
refleed ort me, as mlglzt in all refpeéts re~
“~ound'fo. his glory, and entitle e o' his
pardon and mercy; and to him I:giver all
. the praife; fot having enabled me not anly
to go. of fo far with_ the withed: for work
during" my retreat there, but to. fefume it
fince at proper times, - till' T had brought it
to the defired concinﬁonv ,
For being, foonafter'my recovery;. obliged
. toreturn:toLondon, and: e?xgabcd in'awork,
- which! neccﬁ'anly took up'téo mach: of my,
time and’ thoughts to petmit me to go on
 with this; in the fame regular manner 1 had:
done’in the' ¢otinitry” (though ftill refolved
by God*s iffiftance to. go” through with it)
1 dcteﬁmmed to fet ‘apart: an hour 'at leaft
evéry Wednefdag. and,Frlday to revife-what
. T hadiwrote; and to continue the narrative
ds my themory ferved ; not doubting but the
folcmmtiy of the-faft, Jomed to the. prayers
. and othier. meditations I had appropriated
for thefe: two days, in the miethod 6f de-
votion I was through God’s blefing entered &3
intd, -would- prové effectual means to ob-
tain that {pirit of’ ﬁnccrxty and ferioufnefs

Wthh
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whnch I earneﬁly wiftied might go through
the remainder, as f was conftious it had
done in the former part, whilft I liboured
under my illnefs. -

I went on accordingly for fome time with
it, till the other bufinefs I had in hand, and
fome other avocations, as well as fometimes
an indifpofition of the mind, unhinged me
from my method oftener than I wifhed;
for at fuch times I found myfelf fo unfit to
purfue it, that I plainly faw it ‘was better
to difcontinue it till I could recover rhy for=
mer frame. ‘This occafioned fometimes an
intermiffion of two or more weeks as to
the writing part, though: the- matter was
- ftill fo prefling on. -my mind; that it.only
gave mé' an oppeortunity,- either of recol-
le&ing fomeé thxngs I had:omitted, or of
. gathering frefh materials for the fequel .
But as my.aim was only to give an ac-
count of what either chxeﬁy hurried 'me on
through fuch a ‘long’ train of the moft un-
accountable follies and vamues, or of what
brought me to 4 fenfe and .abhorrence of
(hem, 1 have omitted a great number of
¢ the former, as rather apt to difguft than
"gmettam or inform a fober reader, -and
-~ C - - con-

e -,..
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' confined myfelf to tlie latter, as the more
~ likely to prove mﬁm&wc and .ufeful to
~Jbim. And I fhall not-be very folicitous
what ‘judgment thofe will pafs on this nar-
ranve, who are ftrangers to religion and the
various ways of the Divine Providence in
reclaiming fihners, firft by driving,and then
drawing them to himfelf, provided I can
acquit myfelf to my own confcience that I
" have taken all poffible care to write it with
that fincerity and faithfulnefs that I would

wifh it to-be done at my laft moments,

and with no other view than that of mak-

ing fuch a full and ample acknowledgment’

of my gteat. folly and -guilt, as my con~
fcience told me I ought- to do for having
{o.long and fo thamefully impofed upon the
world, as well as of God’s fingular good-

nefs which infpired me with the def ign; and

bath enabled me fo. go- through it .in the
. manner I'have done.
The reafons of my not chufing to have
it publithed during 'my life, befides thofe
already hinted, will be feen in the fequel,
“and I hope will be thought folid and fatis}

fatory,  efpecially as. it hath given me.an _

opportunity of continuing the Jatter (ande

as
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s I hopé in'God) the much better part of -
my life, and of adding ta it feveral ufeful
particular§, which the reader will find
there; fuch as my eafy and expeditious
method of ftudying, and attaining to a
fuller knowledge of the Hebrew tongue;
fundry curious and inftru&ive obfervations
relating to fome of the works I have been
engaged in, in the learned way, particularly
in that long and laberious one of the Uni-
verfal Hiftory, of the defign, beginning,
and purfuit, together with the difficulties,
mifcarriages,. faults, and other matters re-
lating to both- editions .of it; and 1 have
béen. the better able to give fuch an accouint
of the wholeas may be of ufe to the public,
efpecially to the purchafers, as I have been
concerned in it from the beginning.
The reader will likewife find the lawer

“part of this narrative interfperfed with many

(.

other particular accidents which bhave hap-
pily contributed not only to keep me fteady
in my refolutions ‘and change of life, but
which have likewife mfcnﬁbly led me into.
% miore regular way of thinking and a&ing; -
and, as-true repentance begins in the change
of the heart, and ends at the reformation
Cz2 - of

L]
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of the finner’slife, I may humbly hope that
I have not been negligent in finding out
: .and_ ufing the moft effetual helps and
means, nor failed of the divine blefling on
-, them, which are promifed to all fincere pe-~
# pitents. Though the fear I was in, left too
* particular an account of them thould be
deemed, by the cenforious, as bftentatious
. and pharifaical, hath obliged me to con- -
" ceal a great number of them, which might
perhaps bave otherwife proved very en-
couraging to people in my condition; not
_doubting but to thofe who are ﬁncere in
“their repentance and refolutions, the fame
- Divine Providence will fuppeditate’ all the
: neceﬁ'ary helps and dire@ions as their cafe
requxrcs, even as it hath gracioufly done to
me.
Al I would add by way of encourage=
ment to perfons in my unhappy circum-
ftances (and worfe or more dangerous no
man could hardly be in than I was) is not
“to let the greatnefs of their guilt, or the
difficalties of the duties of repentance, de-
ter, but rather invite him to the throne of
mercy, through the merits of our Divine |
Redcemer for how dark -and gloomy fo- o
. - ever
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ever the profpect of fo extraordinary a
change may appear- at firlt, as every thing
doth to thofe that are fled from the broad.
fun-fhine into fome dark place ; yet thofe
thick and difcouraging mifts will gradually ,
difappear, and every objet that at firft raifed ™
our fears vs(lll grow more hopeful and com~

fortablc, when we call to mind that there
is mercy fufficient in God, merits enough
in Chrift, power more than fufficient in
the Divine Spirit, room enough in heaven,
fcope enough in the evangelical promifes,
and the moft endearing invitations {in the
Gofpel, to bring the greateft finners to God
of infinite mercy and compaffion; fo that
there can be thenceforth no condemnation
to them that, with faith and repentance, ap- -
ply to him for pardon and grace through
the merits of his ever-blefled Son, and afe
all proper means and helps.to render him-

* felf a fit objet of it.
We muft not however fuppofe that the.
blefled effe&s of fuch.a.repentance will be
fo foon felt by us as we could with, or that
the duties of felf-denial, felf-abhorrence,
¢ faﬁmg, folitude, meditation, felf-exami-
. mtlon, &c. will become enfy and delight-
. C 3 - ful-
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ful as foon as we are entered into a2 reli

gious regimen : we muft, on the contrary; .

cxpect them to appear difficult and gloomy
at the beginning, in order to excite ous
- faith and reliance on the Divine affiftance,
which draws us not with an irrefiftible force;
but with the cords of men, and the bands
of love (Hof. xi. 4.) We muft likewife
expe&t to ‘meet with frequent foils- and
backflidings in order to make us more dili-
gent and watchful; more fenfible of our own
wcaknefs, and more intent on that help
which comes from above. By this means,
we fhall likewife be happily preferved from
that pride and prefumption, which is but too
~apt to infinuate itfelf into the minds of new
converts; for experience plainly thews, that
thofe two dangerous vices will be apt to
{pring, not only out of our fins and paffions,
but hkew1fc out of our very virtues and
graces, if not duly kept down, by the fenfe
or experience of our own mﬁrmmes and
impotence.

" It was an excellent ' caution of a pious -

elergyman : “ Don’t prefume; you are nét
*“ yet come. to a ftate of Chriftian perfec-
¢ tion : dont defpair; you are in the way*

¢s tQ

o3
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““ toit.” So that whatever difficulties or

. difcouragements we may meet with in oun

progrefs, how fhort foever we may come
of our duty, or whatever frailties, or even

vices we may ftill be prone to, w which may. ., .

either divest or retard our fpeed, we may.’
ftill comfort ourfelves with the hopes, that
we are in a way of growing better, and
that the vfe of thofe means hath not only
preferved us in a great meafure from grow=-
ing a great deal worfe, but enabled us to
rife after every fall, if it hath not fometimes

‘made even' thofe falls rebound to a greater

heighth of grace, by teaching us, from every
fuch ftep, to. tread more fure for the fu-
ture; and what a comfortable profpet
muft this yield toa- man that hath. made
any progrefs in this happy way, to fee God's
ftrength magnified in ‘his own weakpefs,
cfpeaally when he adds thereto this blifs«

ful confideration, . that the fame all-merito-
rious blood which was fhed to expiate all
his wilful, if truly repented, tranfgrefiions,
will much more effeGually atone for all his

'involuntary defelts.

Thus much I thought” incumbent on'me
to fay on this head, bccaufc whatever our
Cqs “free-

-
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freethinkers may boaft of the flifficient
power of reafon to reclaim a man from a2
long vicious courfe, from' the prevalency of
evxl habits and conftitutional vices, what-.
ever powerful influence they may afcribe
to the notion of eternal re&itude, &c. to
reduce a man that hath defleéted fo wide
and far from.it, without any of thofe fu-
pernatural ‘helps above-mentioned; yet I
am well affured, that the former, without
the latter,, would. have proved (to me at
leaft, if not to any man in my condmon)
rather a determent than an effe€ual means ;
for what hopes or likelihood could there
be that a wretch, who had, by his impe-
tuous paﬂion, been hurried into the com-
miffion of fuch.a feries of impicties againft
his own reafon and confcience, thould ever
be able to extricate_ himfelf from fuch a fla-
vith ftate by his own bafe natural power ?
What .cfficacious help could he expet
from his own'reafoning facultics, which,
however cried up by others,. he had found,
by fad experience, fo weak and ‘impotcnt
that the moft they could. do for him, was-
to* make him condemn himfelf, without
being. able to re@ify or-refift. the. violent
: impulfes
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impulfes of his’ predominant vice ? Had,
indeed, his knowledge of mankind fur-

nithed him with any remarkable inftance
of the prevalency of reafon above a favourite

vice, it might have given him fome encou-

ragement ; but when he fees, on the con-
trary, that thefe ftrenuous defpifers of all

" fupernatural helps, equally enflaved to fome ,

favourite paffion, and only differing from
him perhaps in degree ; the moft he could

. expec his reafon to do for him, would be

to keep his own under fome reftraint and,
decorum, till time and mdulgence had quite.
exhaufted-them. '

But what poor encouragement is ‘this to
one in my dangerous cafe ? how inconfider-

. able the change or remorfe ? what poor 'fa-

.

tisfaction to the world for fo vile an impo-
fition, and what- likelihood that it would
procure a pardon from an offended God,
or calm the ftings of a wounded confcience?
And how much happier was it for.-me that
I was directed to.look up for and depend
on a fuperior affiftance, and inftead of tru&-

ing to fuch a broken reed of my reafon and

firength, to apply myfelf to that Supreme
chg, whofe grace alone could work fuch
' an
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an extraordinary change in' the heart, give
an effeCtual blefling on my weak efforts,
and keep me fteady in thofe refolutions
which he had infpired me with, as well as
iy the ufe of thofe means hie hath provided
and preferibed to us ! .
‘I gladly repeat it, that nothing lefs than
the hopes of his promifed grace could have
induced me to endeavour after it, and no-
‘thing but a full reliance on the merits of 2
Divine Interceflor conld have invited me to.
cry to him for pardon and acceptance ;. and,
on the other hand, nothing but the obtain-
. ing it could have fupported me under my
‘doubts and fears, my difficulties and dif~
couragements, nor enabled me to perfevcre
in, and nothing lefs than the continuance -
and increafe of it could-bave brought a work
of fuch extraordinary and undeferved mcrcy
to perfection.
T cannot therefore but thmk it tha greateﬂ:
injury that can be done, to perfons who have
unhappily fwerved from. the paths of vir-
tue and religion, to make -them depend
folely on the ftrength. of their rational
. faculties for an effeGtual change, and to in-
fpnrc them' with a dlfregard for the more
power-
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powerful - means and motives which the
Gofpel offers to them, and which, upon
experience, will be found the only ones that
can bring it about. And may what I have
here faid infpire every awakened finner,
(who hath tried in vain the fuccefs of the
former) with the more comfortable. hope
and ftedfaft confidence, in the never-failing
efficacy of the latter.
Having faid thus much on the fubje& of
the divine grace offered to us in the Gofpel;
it will doubtlefs be expected that I fhould
give fome farther account of my private be-
lief {o far.as relates to the controverfy be- -
tween the church of Rome, in which I was
educated, and that of England, in the com=
munion of which I have lived, ever fince
my coming into England. And here I
‘muft confefs, to my very great fhames that
thoigh Idid for feveral years profefs myfelf
" a zealous member of the latter, yet the pre-
judices of my education, and the general
courfe of my ftudies, did fill ﬁronoly -
cline me in favour of the former infomuch
that neither the many books of controverfy
I had read on that fubje&, nor my frequent
dlfputes wnth prxcﬂs and others of that com=
munion
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munion (in which, however, I had ftill va=
nity enough to give the preference to my
arguments againft it) could fix my waver~
ing.mind, much lefs could I be induced to
think it fo corrupt and dangerous, antichrifx
tian and idolatrous as it was with {o much
warmth maintained to be by moft prote-.
ftant writers and preachers;- infomuch that
this uncharitable zeal of theirs made me
{till more doubtful whether the reafons they
urged were fufficient to juftify their fepara-
. tion from it.
I was indeed fincerely perfuaded, from all
 that I had read or heard, that the church of
England was by far the beft and’ fafeft of
- all the proteftant churches; but that it was
_really more fo than that of Rome, I was far
enough from being fatisfied in my mind;
{o that there was almoft as little fincerity in
‘my pretended zeal for and conftant com-
. minion with it, than in my pretended con-
verfion to it : the truth of it is, that I was
too young and heedlefs, vain' and conceited,
to lie open to canviction, and that I read
-'and heard the arguments on both fides,
rathes to fill my head than to reify my
heart, or fix my belief ; fo that I muft con~
fefs
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fefs that I acted at that time a very fhame.
ful and- infincere part, in the preference ¥
fo_ftrenuoufly gave to the.one above the
other, whnch, though ever fo joftly de-
ferved, did not appear then in that haht
to me.

In this carelefs, though impious and abo-
minable, fufpence I continued fome years
(which, upon the whole, was but of a
piece with the other and more flagrant
part of my impofture) till I came to read
a treatife, intituled, THE CASE STATED
BETWEEN A NOBLEMAN OF THE CHURCH
OF ROME, AND A GENTLEMAN OF THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND, in which I thought
I found the controver(y fully and clearly
decided in - favour of the latter. And I
gave the heed to.the arguments on both

- fides, not only as-they appcarcd to me to
be ftated with the greateft clearnefs and .

1mpart1ahty, but as I had been. long ac-
quainted with Mr. Charles Lefley, the re-
uted author of that book, who was uni~
verfally allowed to be one of the learnedeft-
men in that controverfy, 2 and had moreover
given the ftrongeft proofs of “his problty ‘
dnd fincerity, as well as of his capacity and
. : unbnaﬂ"cd
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unbiafled judgment; of all which I was fo

fully apprifed, that no book that: I had
read did :ever contribute fo much, if not

sto fix my wavering mind, yet at leaft to
- make me think fnore ferioufly on the fub-

jet, and to give myfelf up to a freth and
more clofe application to that controverfy,
and the reading of all the beft authors who
had, or fhould afterwards write on either
fide; for I doubted not but we fhould foon
hear of one or more anfwers from fome of
the beft pens from that, fide, againft it.

However, though I never could learn of
any that was made to it, it did not divert
me from my purpofe. And indeed I found
myfelf o ftrongly prepoﬂeﬁed in favour of
the author, that I had reafon to fearleft the
impreffion which his. book had made upon
my mind, fhould be owing to that, rather
than to the validity of his arguments, until
1 had read over afrefh all ‘that had béen
urged in favour of the oppofite fide.- But
here again, though T-went over them with
the oreate& attention and fincerity, I found
the dxfputc fo ftrangely managed, and clog-
ged with fuch elaborate Iearmng and fo-
phittry, fuch controverted quotations from

the
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the Scriptures and .ancient fathers, fuch un-
chriftian charges of forgery, and perverting
the fenife of thofe authors, and other un-
charitable languaoe, as rather bewildered.
than convinced. my mind; fo that the only’
fruit I reaped from all my reading (befides
a ftrong prejudice againft thofe of the Ro-
mith fide,whorh I obferved to-deal moft in
that unfair way of difputing) was, that there
could be no fafety in trufting to my own
judgment in a matter of fuch vaft concern ;
and that it was next to impoffible for men,
frail as we are, and warped by our own
paffions and prejudices, to wade through
fuch ftormy feas of controverfy, without an
extraordinary affiltance from the fountain
of all light and truth: "I have accordingly
made it my .conftant care ever fince, that
is, for above thefe twenty-five years, o ap-
ply myfelf fervently, and to depend wholly
upon that divine gmdc for a deliverance
from all errors of faith and ‘prattice; and
for fuch an increafe of his light and "grace
. as may confirm me in the belief of all his
faving truths,obcdlence toall bis commands,
{incere’ communion with his holy catholic
church, and a tender and charitable concern
' : for
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for all thofe who have fwerved from it. To
thefe petitions .(which I conﬁant]y offered
up to God, not only mormng and nlght for
a long fenes of years, but in a more copious
and fuller form, fuitable to my own exi-
gence, on more folemn, that is, on faft
and feftival days) I hope is owing, that in-
ward fatisfaction which I have fince been
bleffed with, in my more fteadyand fincere
communion with thechurch of England,and
in the preference I now give it to all othei
churches; and, as I hope in God, without
the leaft breach -of charity to "any of the
reft. And indeed by all that I have read,
or been able to judge, 1 have been more
and more convinced that theirs and ours are
all in an imperfe& f’cate, though fome more
than others,- and that they are like to con-
tinuec fo till the rifing again of the, fun of
righteoufnefs upon us, whofe brightnefs will
then enlighten at .once both” hemifpheres,
and who will then not only. reform what-
ever is amifs in his myflical body, but bring
- the Jews, Turks, "and Heathen into it; tiHl
then we can only in charity bewail what-
ever errors we fee in them, either in-faith
or practice, and pray to God to reform them
. iy
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in his own good time, and to be merciful
to thofe whofe hearts are fincere towards
him, whatever involuntary miftakes they
may labour under:

Infallibility in the church were a bleff ing as
much to be withed for in this uncertain.
Rtate, as it is falfely challenged by the church
of Rome ; but fince reafon and experi-"
ence fhew it to be denied to us, and many
fincere members of that church do pri-
vately bewail the errors that are crept into
ity though loath to ewn ;hcm a2 {ufficient
caufe for our feparation from it, it highly
. becomes us all to make the beft ufe of that
guide which God hath given us, viz. his
divine revealed Will and Word, without
brcaklng the bond of Charity with thofe
who interpret. it.in a different way from
us: for though, in that rcf'pe& we may
juftly enough acknowledge in the words of’
our church’s.confeffion, that * we have” all
more or lefs, ““ erred and ftrayed like loft
* fheep,” and that perhaps chiefly through
eur “ following too much the devices and
‘¢ defires of our hearts;” yet as God is the
only judge how far every man. is faulty
in that refpe& thould we not be very

D - careful
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careful to pafs fuch a favourable judoment
on them; as may entitle us to the fame in~
¢ dulgence from the judge of all hearts?.
Should it not at leaft (feeing we are all
alike fallible, and fland in need of the fame
charitable allowance) make us exceeding
fearful how we do, by our anathemas and
, other unchriftian denunciations again(t thofe
that differ from us, expofe ourfelves to the
,fame fevere fentence, and meet, with the
fame meafure at the laft day, as we have
fo freely dealt unto them? 'This unchari-
‘table condemning fpirit, which hath fo long
relgned among Chriftians of all denomina-
tions, I have long fince looked upon as the
moft dangerols error a man can fall into,
as it is indeed the moft open violation of
the grand characteriftic of the Gofpel.
I havc been ready to thudder when I have
heard fomé of our preachers inveigh, i
that uncharitable way, againft their F cllow-
chriftians, or even againft our modern Free-
thinkers and Deifts. Some of them I have
heard and read, who could not fpeak or
write of them without ridicule and derifion,
Jnftead of that pity and concern which is
due to perfons in that dangerous flate ; and, ,
for

o]
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for that feafon; have always thought them
the moft unfit to teach others, who had all

the true fpirit of Chriftianity to feek, and-. ;

can allow themfelves to exult and droll
over the errors and frailties of their fellow-
creatures; which even common humanity
forbids us to think of or mention without
the utmoft ferioufnefs and compaffion.

This uncharitable and untimely zeal, even -
in-controverfies of the higheft nature, doth
ftill more mifchief in another way, by mag-
nifying and aggravating the differences be-
tween- the contending fides, which ferves
only to render them the more irreconcile-
able; whereas a true chriftian fpirit will,
from a fenfe of its own infirmity, rather,
chufe to excufe and palliate them, and will
be extremely careful to foften and fmooth
every thing that is offered in the oppoﬁtxdn,
in order to render it lefs irkfome and inef-
fc&ual

Had our divine Lawgiver defigned that we
fhould have all agreed, in the main points-
of religion, or had he feen any thing fo
finful and dangerous in our difagreement
about it, his infinite wif{dom and goodnefs

would, doubtlefs, either have given us
D2 . greater
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greater helps and brighter faculties, or would
have taken care to have his revelation made
{o plain and obvious, that none but the wil-
ful and perveife could have erred from it.
In exther of which cafes, where would there
havé been any room for that charitable and
forbearing fpirit which is the peculiar cha-
" ra&eriftic of Chrift’s true difciples, and s {o
. acceptablé to him? not towards™thofe that
agreed with us from the fame wotives'we
; agreed with them ; nor yet much l_efs~to-
wards thofe that dxf’fer from us, "when it
‘would have plainly appeared, that not their
infirmity or ignorance, but their pride and
pervefenefs made them do fo. May we
not therefore fafely conclude that God fuf-
fers us to continue in this imperfe&t and
“uncertain ftate, and inavoidable diverfity of
opinions, in order to give us an opportunity
of exercifing a virtue, which is of all others
the moft exalted and moft acceptable to
him, as being the neareft to its divine oris
gmal
God, who is emphatically ftiled love; and
hath been beyond all poffible conception
diffufive of it to us, hath; at the fame time;
affured us, that the beft returns we can make?

to
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to him for it, or he expes from us, is to
make our own as extenfive as we can to all
that bear his d1v1nc image: lerein there-
fore is this moft excellent virtue, this cha-
ritable fpirit dilplayed -in a manner, moft
nearly refemblmg his own, when (inftead
“of treatmg thofe that differ from us with
contempt i'ournefs, or impatience, which
is bafe and felfith, or with il language,
opprobrious names, unjuﬁ refleGions,curfes,
and anathemas, which is truly dmbolxcal)
we think and- look upon them with the
fame candor, benevolence,. and compaf-

fionate concern, as we fhould wifh to be
fthewn to us were their cafe our own;
when we make the moft charitable allow-
ances for their infirmities and miftakes,
and are ready to afcribe their errofs to the
weaknefs of their underﬁanam wrgng
education, or any thing rather than.to the.
perverfenefs of thcir will;. when, by our
behavmur our prayers, and 0*ood wifhes,

we firive to convince them that all our en-
deavours to reclaim them from their errors,
do really fpring from our tender fenfe of,
their danger, and from fuch a fincere and
dxﬁnterqﬁed concern for their Ypiritual wel-

D3 ~ fare,

e
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fare, as no oppofition or obftinacy on their
part fhall be able to leffen in the leaft, be-
caufe that being a duty enjoined by God,

we cannot in any cafe difpenfe with it,
without danger of incurrin g8 ‘his dlfpleafure

and laftly, when we can, in fpight of all
 their obﬁmacy or untowardnefs, make them
{enfible, by our words and deportment, that
we wilh their happinefs as heartily as ever;

and that, after having tried our beft efforts
in vain, we heartily recornmend them ftill
to that merciful God, whofe equity and
goodnefs will acquit and approve every.riian
who confcientioufly feeks for, and endea-
vours after the beft light, and is ready to

obey it as far as he isable to obferve it.
Could we once make this the aim and re-

fult of all our religious dlﬁ"erenccs and dif-
puces, they would, inftead of a bane, prove
a ftropg cement and fupport to Chriftianity ;
we ‘might then differ one from another
without. breach of charity, as friends love
~ one another, though of different tempers,
complexions, &c. Our unbelievers would
befo far from takmg an advantage from
them to cry it down, that they muﬂ be
' forced to admire and efteem it for the blef-~

fed
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fed effe@s it produced in mens hearts ard -

lives, how wide foever their judgments
differed in other cafes ; whereas, whilft we
make them the fad occafion of fa&ion and
ftrife, of felfithnefs and malignity, or of
unreafonable impofitions on the faith and
practice, of flander, hatred, perfecution; &c.
it can hardly be expeted that our fceptics
and infidels will be candid or ingenuous
snough to perceive; or at léaft to own, that
all this unchriftian behaviour is dxametn- -
cally oppofite to the Gofpel. '
It is indeed much to be withed, 'that fome
of the ancient fathers had not mingled fo |
much of this antichriftian {pirit with their
otherwife pious and learned writings, and
had not done, as the great St, Jerome owns
himfelf, in his cplf’clc to Pammachius;. to

. have done againft Jovinian, that he had lefs

regarded what was exa@ly to have been

~urged againft him, than what might be laid
‘asa charge agamﬁ: him. How much of our .
. now reigning fcepticifm and infidelity may

have been owing to fuch an unchriftian fpi-
rit, propagated and improved as it hath,

. been in fubfequent ages, and how much

fuch unchar;tab]e writers and preachers of
Dgy . con-
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controverfy will have to anfwer for it at the
lalt day, I will not prefume to determine;
but thus much I may venture to infer from
3%, that thofe Boanerges did chufe the moft
uhlikely means of recommending Chrifti-
anity to the unbelieving part of the world,
(if fuch was their real defign) when they
flrove to propagate it in a way fo diametri-
.cally oppofite to the meek and benevolent
fpirit of its divine author,
'This fingle confideration, joined to the fcnfc
had of the weaknefs of our, underftanding
and incapacity of Judglng in matters of fo
high a nature, hath long ago made me very
careful of condemining or cenfuring any
church or fect for holding any tenets which
my confcience could not readily join in.
‘We may indeed expofe ourfelves to a fe-
verer judgment, by paffing too rafh or un-
charitable a one on ‘others, but can never
run the fame rifk by the’ moft candid and
favourable allowance we can make for them.,
And, after all, what have we to do to
Judg_,e thofe that differ from us, fince both
they and we muft ftand accountable' to
him only. who is the unerrmg Judge of all
hearts?
I can-
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{ cannot forbear adding, that the almoft
unfurmountable difficulties I have found to
come to the bottom of the greater part of
our difputed points, and the little certainty
or fatisfaction I have reaped from reading

of moft controverfies, clogged and difguifed
as they are with fophiftry and endlefs fub-
tilities, and managed with fo little appear-
ance of impartiality and charity, have made
me fuch a Pyrrhonian in polemic divinity,
that I have not.dared to allow myfelf the
liberty of cenfuring'thofe who held what
I thought an error in. faith or pratice, or
even to pronounce it to be fuch, though 1
have been wanting in neither zeal nor cou-
rage to oppofe any fuch-on all proper occa-
fions, and to give the beft reafon I could.
for my diffenting from them ; and I much
queftion whether, in the imperfect andun-
certain flate we are ‘in, reafon or religion
will permit us, much lefs rcquxrc of us, to
proceed farther ; and whether a more po-
fitive or categor ical declaration doth not ar-
gue fomething worle than prepofieffion and
narrownefs of mind, and will not be liable
to be condemned as an unchriftian warp of

. the will,
The
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The tranfubftantiation of the church of

Rome, is a doctrine that appears the moft
thocking to fenfe and reafon. That of abfo-
lute predeflination among the greater part of
the reformed churches, appears not only
the moft- oppofite to the divine attributes of
love, goodnefs, juftice, &c. but to firike
at the root of the Chriftian religion, which
is founded on the love of God; for  how
is it poffible for'a man to look upon fo ar-
bitrary a being as that doCtrine reprefents
him, but with the utmoft awe and dread,

even though he was ever fo fully perfoaded
that himfelf was one of the predefhnate?
- and how much more fo the more he is re-

moved from fuch a'perfuafion? Neverthe-

‘ lefs, as T have all pofiible reafon to. believe
that there are myriads of men of learning
ande probity who behold thofe two doc-
trines in a quite different ‘light, and not
only hold them as neceflary articles of their
faith, but are ready to condemsn all that do
not, why {hould I be fo partial to my own’
judgment, as to think it more infallible
than theirs, or venture to pafs the fame
uncharitable fentence on them for believing
" which I blame them in" my confcience for
PrOv
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pronouncing againft me for not believing
them ?
With what juftice can I charge the former
with ‘idolatry for worfhipping what they
fincerely believe to be the real body of our
divine and adorable Redeemer? Or how-
can I tax the latter with impiety for pro-
fefling a3 doCtring, which I ought in charity
to tHink they would abhor, did it appear
to them as derocatory of Gad’s goodnefs
and juftice, as it doth to me, efpcmally as
the belief of both is founded on their im-~
plicit belief, (and confequently; and at the
worft, on a miftaken interpretation) of the
Holy Scripture-?
Is it not therefore more fafe and more chrif=
tian for me to content myfelf ‘with giving
my reafons in the flrongeft manner I am
able, for my diffent from them, than to
charge them, even in thought, with wil-
fully perverting the word of God, and with
all the guilt and infamy of impofing damn-
" able crrors, under pain of damnanon? It
may be indeed truly faid, that this kind of
retaliation is what not only reigns too much
in mott chriftian churches, even to this day,
but hath proved the frcquent occafion
of
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of the moft horrid perfecutions and antis
chriftian cruelties : But is it not- therefore
the more to be avoided and abhorred by all
true Chriftians for the mifchief it hath done,
and is ftill able to do, to the Gofpel, and for
the {candal it reflelts on the beft religion in
the world ?
Ought it not to be a matter of the deepeft
grief and concern to a good Chriftian, to
fee the moft gracious defigns of heaven to-
wards mankind thus miferably obftructed
and fruftrated, and {o great a part of man-~
kind deprived of the ineftimable benefits of
it, by an untimely zeal, the moft oppofite to
the {pirit of our meek and divine Redeemer,
and the moft condemned, both by his pre-
cepts and example? Doth not right reafon.
itlelf, as well as our natural felf-love, tell
everyman how careful he ought to be not
to be miftaken in a matter of {uch infinite
. concern? And.fuppofe: we have ever fo
much reafon te think thofe that differ from
us are really fo, muft we therefore take upon
‘us to cenfure and condemn, to anathema-
tize and perfecute them, whom reafon’ and
charity thould rather incline us to pity and
pray for, whether their error be wilful or
invos
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involuntary, which can only be known to
.God ?
I have chofen to inftance in the do&rines
of tranfubftantiation and predeftination, as
they appear the moft fhocking and  anti-
fcriptural to every one, except.thofé who
believe them; neverthelefs, from a fenfe of
my fallibility, as well as of the weaknefs
of human reafon, I fhould be very fearful
of pronouncing them abfolutely falfe (much
. lefs to call them antx-chnﬁxan, damnable,

- &c.) their appearing fo to me is a fufficient
reafon for my declaring my diffent from
them, but doth not authorize me to pro-
‘nounce thofe that believe them to be gullty
before God for {o doing.
Were I to mdulge myfelf in the liberty-
of cenfuring or condemning any chriftian
church, for any thing either in their_faith
or practice, it would be that uncharitable
authority they aflume of condemmng, as
hereticks, &c. all thofe ‘who cannot believe
as they do.
And yet I own it highly ncccﬁ'ary that there
fhould be, in every partncular church (fince’
it is not given to us in this 1mpcrfe£t ftate
to be thus happily united in our belief)

. . a
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a flated rule of faith, a fummary of what 1§
to be principally believed and pratifed by
all its members; but .then care thould be
taken not to multiply thofe articles be-
yond what is abfolutely neceffary, nor yet
to impofe them with any fuch damnatory
claufes againft recufants as are cofnmonly
ufed by mioft churches, to the great detri-
ment and difcredit of Chriftianity, and the
intimidating and bewildering  the fincere
and well-meaning Chriftians, who are inca-
pable of judging of the merit of thofe con=
troverfies, and being commonly by far the
moft numerous, are entitled to a2 more cha=
" ritable and tender regard than to be obliged
blindly to believe and a& as their church
prefcribes, or be liable to be refcinded from
it,

Even in thofe articles wherein our church
is obliged .to declare- its diffent from any of
the tenets of others, methinks they might
and fhould in charity content themfelves
with giving their reafons, in the plaineft
and concifeft manner, for their diffent, and
with {uch impartial candor and tendernefs
as fhould rather infpire its members with

-'pity and concern for, than prejudice and
hatred
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hatred againft, thofe that differ from them :
and, above all things, they fhould all be ex-
ceedingly fearful of charging their antago-
nifts, and their tenets, with a greater de+"
gree of guilt and danger than is confiftent
with truth, and with that {pirit which con-
demns and abhors all' mifreprefentation
and opprobrious language as the moft de-
ftruttive, next to ill offices or perfecution,
of all errors that a Chriftian can fall into.
It is plainly the want of this meek chriftian -
{pirit, that makes men to intermix fo much
deadly acrimony in all their difputes and
differences, as ferves only to deftroy the
fmall fparks of charity that are left among
us.. But where the lgve of Chrift unites
our hearts in the bonds of peace and* mu-
tual benevolence, no difference in religion,
however greatly mifreprefented or aggra-
vated by untimely zeal, will ever be able
to diffolve the tye, or create the leaft dif-
agreement or indifference in their affec-
tions. . :
There are many things in the Greek, and
Roman church, in that of Geneva, and Augf-
burgh, &c. which my confcience will not
permit me to join with; but which I, }a]tt'
the
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the fame time, firmly hope and believe will
not be laid to their charge by the merciful
fearcher of all hearts, who rather pities than
_ punithes the involuntary errors of his frail
creatures: and were there none better to
be found in the chriftan world than thofé,
I thould think myfelf obliged to join com-=
munion with that which appeared to me
the freeft ‘from them, rather than to ftand
by myfelf, and be deprived of the benefit of
church-fellowfhip, provided nothing was
impofed upon me by it that my confcience
thought finful. I look upon them all (ex~
cepting fuch as deny the fundamental arti-
" cles of Chriftianity, efpecially the merits and
mediation of our djvine Redeemer) as fo
many branches of “Chrift’s church; and
tho’ fome are more corrupted than others,
yet all united into one body, of which he
hiniielf is the fupreme head and governor,
-and is acknowledged by them as fuch.
However, I own that the church of Eng-
land hath, in a}l refpects, appeared to me;
- ever fince I have made myfelf more fe-
rioufly acquainted with its faith and pracz
tice, the beft reformed and freeft from every
thing that could reftrain me from her com=
muniof,
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thunion, efpecially as I am a layman: for
with refpect to her clergy, I think fome of
the injunétions the lays them under to be .
fuch as I could by no means fubmit to,
and which the more confcientious among
them would, I believe, be glad to be ﬁ'eed
from, if it could be done conﬁﬁently with
the honour, and fafety of its eftablithment,
Iam far from intending by this to caft any
blcnnfh on the reverend order, or on the .
firft reformers; but as .it hath given fo
much occafion, for cavil and. difrefpectful
refletions, agam{’c both, I could heartily
with to fee it effeCually removed. In other
refpects I"have long fince had a vaft efteem
and regard for. her liturgy, facraments, or=
dination, and other ordinances, that it hath
been, and is flill, a matter of regret to me,
whenever Buﬁnefs or any other 1mped1ment
hath deprived me of the benefit of them.
Her epifcopacy,- though fo much difre-
garded by other proteﬁant churches, and
cried down, as invalid, by that of Rome,
hath long ago been looked upon.by me,
not only as a fingular blefling, but as a ne-
ceflary conﬁltuent .of .a church the divine
m(htutxon of which hath been, in my opx~
© E nion,

£ 4
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. hion, as fally proved againft the former,
as the validity of its ordination hath againft
the latter; and all I  have to wifh for her
fake, is, that fhe was as happy in the choice,
appointment, and promotion of her prelates;
and that the Congés Delire' were fomething
more than a phrafe without meaning ¢
However, that needs not to-debar us, in this

imperfet -ftate, from enjoying the benefits
of their facred funtion to very good pur-
pofes ; nor difcourage us from withing and
praying for a reformation of thofe abufes
which worldly politicians: have introduced
into it.

Moft people indeed, who- look upon the
evil to lie in human nature- itfelf; have little
* hopes to fee any amendment o it; till we have
a new heaven-and a new earth efpemally
as'thofe in whofe power the 1emedy is, are
mott interefted to-fupprefs it: But a good
Chriftian will Jeok higher -up than thofe at
" the helm for fo'defirable a change, fince,
-as I believe, we have much more reafon to
“hope for it from the interpofition of heaven,
than any of the neighbouringchurcheswhich
Iabour under the fame difficilties. As for-

thofe countries abroad, which have fecula-
rized
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rized their bithopricks, &c. they will hardly
c¢harge our church with abufing hers worfe
than they have done theirs; {0 that; upon
the whole, it appears in all refpeéts to ftand
upon a better and more hopeful foot than
dany other I know, with all its 1mpcrfc€hons
and defects:

I cannot difmifs this point without taking’
fome notice of a charge which fome of our.
prefent Methodifts have laid to it, viz. its -
having -departed from fome of its ancient
do@rines, particularly thofe of predeftina-
tion and free-grace, or-imputed righteouf~
nefs. With refpe& to the former, it doth
not appear that the compilers of the fe-
venteenth article ever defigned to impofe
the belief of it ag neccﬁ”ary to falvation,
but only to define the termi of prcdc{hna-

tion, as ftrenuoufly maintained by the®re-

formed churches of Geneva, Switzerland,
Holland, &c. leaving it to the option of
every one cither to affent or diffent from it:
much lefs do they feem: to have infifted
upon the belief of it in that full and exten-
five fenfe (and including abfolute reproba-
tlon) in which the Supralapfarians’ explain
it, which do@rine is now juftly rejected by’
E 2 moft
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moft divines and members of this churcir.
Mr. Whitefield’s . clnrgc of innovation is
thercfore unjult’; and it is well known, that.
. Jie did not think otherwile of lt, till he was.
perﬁzadcd into that opinion upon his going
to preach in ‘America : however, ¢ould it
.. " be (uppofcd that the firlt reformers really
-~defigned it in that fupralapfarian fenfe, I
fhould have commended any fynod who
) fhould have fince ‘then ordered it to have
been erazed feeina the truth of a chnﬂnan
doCrine is not fou.,ded on the aptaion -or
agtherity of any inkn, -but on the' evxdcnce
of Holy Writ. :
With rcfpc& to' the othJ chame viz. ine
herent and imputed uuhteoufnef it muft
be owned that our Krmons ‘and, books of
dcvouon feem rather to run fo much In
, commendatxon of good works, as to lead
people to lay 4 gréater firefs on, the former
thin on the latier, and to conﬁuﬁ inore on
their “good deeds than on the merits of
Chrift, which is certainly a dangerous mi-
ftake, fince our hope of acceptance and fal-
vation” muft be chxe‘ly founded upon the
latter, without which our beft duties could
never be acc»ptablc from fuch frail and
" finfal
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finful creatures to a God of infinite holi-

nefs. o ,

It were therefore to' be wifthed, that our

preachers and divines would take fome more .

care to caution their hearers and readers, .}’
whenever they infit on the neceffity of good
works, againft theic putting their chief de- :%
pendence on them, and tp remind them
that the alone meriis and interceflion of
our divine Redeemer can give them their |
faving efficacy. But'though this-laft point
is'not fo,_ frequently inculcated and infifted
upon as could be withed, yet that it is al-
ways underftood and jmplied, is certain, be-
caufe it always was, and is ftill acknow-
ledged to be a fundamental article of the
church of England; fo that it is unjuft to
charge -it with having departed from it;
and, yet this is the common cry of thefe
modern enthufiats, who are every where.
denouncipg damnation againtt all thofe who
infift on or put any dependence on inherent
righteoufnefs : but how unjuftly and falfely,
let the apoftle St. Paul inform them, who
exprefly tells us ( 1 Corinth. iii, 11—15.)
that fuch men fhall be faved, though with

* great difficulty ; or, as he exprefles it, fo

. E 3 ' 4 as
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2s by fire, though not one of their works
thould ftand the fiery trial ; for how pre-
carious foever the fuperl’cru&ure be, whilfk
Chrift is the foundation, he cannot but be
‘fafe that builds his hopes upon i, whatever
“ftraw, ftubble, or other trafh he may ine.
Ctermix with it. |
" However, I do not doubt. but this falfe
alarm of the Methodifts hath proved of
; fome ufe to many Chriftians, asI own it
hath to me, and hath awakened them into
‘a better and humbler opinion of their inhe=-
rent righteoufnefs, than they perhaps had
before. As to myown partlcular, tho’ I al-
ways depended folely-on the merits of a cru-
cified Redeemer for pardon and acceptance,
and looked upon all our beft fervices to be
deftitute of the leaft worth, but what they
receive from him ; yet I have been warned,
by this late outcry, to put lefs ftrefs and
confidence in them, and to look upon them
rather as the evidence of our ﬁnccnty and
falvation, than as the.méans or foundation
of it, rather as our qualification for heaven
(on which account we may fafely wifh, en-
deavour, and pray that we may more and
more abound in them) than as things ca-
pable
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pable to give us. any title to if, which no-
thing can do but the imputed righteoufnes
of Chrift.

Thus mauch I thought incumbent on me to
declare concerning my notions of” rchgnon
in general, of the church of England id
particular, and ‘my reafon for preferring her
communion to all other, I hope they are’
all agreeable to the word of God, ‘and that
I have taken all pofiible care and pains to
have them chiefly founded on that, by fre-
quently reading’ and confulting the facred
volumes in their original, and ufing all pro-
per helps, as commentators, paraphraﬁs,
books of controver(y, &c. 1n order to come
at their true meaning. But above all, my
chief dependence hath been upon the gmd-
ance and affiftance of God’s Holy Spirit,
which, for a great number of years, I have
never failed daily to implore, as I was truly
fenfible, how poor and infignificant all other
helps would be without 1t,towards the bring-
ing us through the vaft ‘mazes of contro-
verfy, whxch reign all over Chriftendom, to
the wifthed-for haven and falvation, to
which I earneftly pray to God to bring
every fincere fou} that longs and ftrives for

‘E 4 it
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it. I firmly rely on the fame divine good-
nefls to whom I owe fo many mercies; and
fo wonderful a change, that if there be yet
any thing erroneous or amifs, either in my
belief and pratice, he will, in his own time,
and by his all-fufficient light and grace,
enable me to retify it, that I may have
nothing left to do but to acknowledge and
adore his infinite and undeferved mercies to
‘me, and particularly for having enabled me
to fee fo much’ of my own weaknefs and
infufficiency, unworthinefs and mifery, as
to put my whole truft-and confidence in his
all-powerful grace and unbounded goodnefs,
through the infinite merits of ‘our blefled
Redeemer.
Before I conclude -this Preface, it will be
likewife neceflary for me to give fome ac-
count of that vaft quantity of laudanum I
have been known'to take for above thefe
forty years, and my motives for fo doing,
‘in order to undeceive fuch perfons as may
have conceived too favourable an opinion
of that dangerous drug, from any thing they
may have heard me fay, heard at fecond-
hand, or may have gbferved of the fmall

) vifiblg
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vifible hurt I have received from it, during
fo long and conftant a ufe of it.

- And firft of all, as to the true occafion of
‘my taking it, whatever pretence I may here-
‘tofore have made for it, fuch as its eafing
‘the pain of the gout, (which diftemper;
though I heretofare pretended to be often

troubled with, yet I never was, nor had the

fealt fymptom or tendency to jn my | confli-
tution) or of its being a great help fo ftudy,

a reviver of the fpxrlts, and the like, which
qualmes it in fome- meafure hath ; yet my
motive for taking it at firft, and continuing’

it fo long, was no other than my vanity

-

and fenfelefs affe@ation of fingularity ; and
as that was then my predominant paffion,
fol mdulcred it in this and many other fuch .
extravagant ways, -at any hazard, as the

following fheets will more fully thew.
Secondly, as -to the quantity, though it

never came up to that vaft excefs as I did
then pretend; yet I own that I frequently
took fuch large dofes, by way of oftenta-
tion, “as muft have proved detrimental, if
not quite fatal, to any man that had had a
lefs ftrong and happy conftitution than I
was bleffed with; and I have been very:

often



often furprifed to find that I reccived fo
. little prejudice from it. And this it was
that emboldened me to take fuch large and
dangerous draughts of it, without the leaft
neceffity or motive for it, but to be taken
notice and talked of ; infomuch that I con-
tinued it during fucha number of years, that
I-was become a perfe& flave to, and could
not be eafy without it, tho’ I had for fome
- time been fenfible of the il confequences
attending the conftant ufe of it, efpecially
as often as I indulged my vanity with a

larger dofe than ufual,
“Thirdly, As to my vain pretence of having
found “an effe@ual way of flripping the
0p1um of all its pernicious qualities, though
it was true in part, and I had fallen upon
a preparatxon of it (which was a kind of fafe
+and ufeful improvement on that which Dr.
Jofies gives usin his MYSTERY OF oP1UM)
by the kelp of fome acids, particularly the
juice of Seville oranges, which, mixed with
fome alcalies, raifed a kind of ferment in
the infufion, by which fome of the moft
vifcous and narcotic parts were either fcum=
med off, or made to fubfide; yet fo far
‘was it from being fo inoffenfive and benefi-
cial,
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cial, as I gave it out, that I had frequent
occafion to obferve fome of its ill effe@s In
thofe whom F unadvifedly perfuaded to ufe
it in fome proper cafes, as I thought, {o
that I was obliged to leave off prefcribing it
to others; though, as to myfelf, I was a
long while before I found any inconvenience:
in taking it, even in that large quantity;
and' I have great reafon ftill to think it
lefs dangerous by far than either 'that of
Dr, Sydenham’s, or any infufion- exhibited

. by the apothecaries and common dii:pen. .

{aries,

'However when began to feel the incon=

venient effe@s of it, which was not till a
good number of years ufing it, I thought it
high time to leflen the nfval dofe (Wthh
was then about ten or twelve tea {poonfuls

“orning and night, and very often maore)

as faft as I convemently could, and 'in about
fix month’s time had reduced myfelf to half
an ounce’ per day, and fomewhat weaker
than the common Sydenham. T ftill conti-
nued decreafing ; but fuch was my foolith
vanity, that, to conceal my reduction, [added
fome other bitter tinGure, efpecially that of
hicrapicra, or fome other {uch correive,
among’
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among it, to appeaf as ftill taking my ufual
quantity.
" On the other hand, I found that this re~
du&ion, gradual as it was, could not-be
continued without fome affeting and dif~
couraging inconveniences ; fuch as a great
laflitude and uneafinefs of the mind, an in-
-dolence.and incapacity for ftudy, a diflike to
every .thing I read or wrote, to folitude and
application’; all which made me apprehen-
five, that if I did not flacken it, and go more
warily on with it, I might bring myfelf into
a greater evil than that which I endeavoured
"to thun, -and fling myfelf at length into a
kind of habitual torpor and inativity, which
might prove at leaft as detrimental to me :
" to prevent which, I was forced to take a
new method, and to inlarge or leffen my
* dofe, according to the ftate of health I was.
in, fbmetxmes according as the weather was
more or lefs enlivening, or according as the
courfe of my ftudies required a greater or
lefler degree of appllcauon. All this, how-
ever, was rather owing to my own natural
mdolence and want of refolution to go
on in fpight of all thofe inconveniences,
than to any danger there really was. in the
ca(c,
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eafe, as I happlly found reafon afterwards
to thipk ;.- for when the Divine Providence
was pleafed to blefs me, with a contrary turn
of -mind, and to make me deteft and abhor
all my former follies, and this among the
reft, to fuch a degree, asto refolve; by his
afliftance, upon a thorough change, I then
found both the tafk, and all the inconve~
niences attending it, to grow moreand more

- eafy 5 and as this refolution was founded

upona much better principle than my former

ones were, fo it was attended with.fach.a
blefling at my laft ftay at Oxford, anno——
from]u]y to the latter end of beptember by
which time I had made a conuderablc pro-

- grefsin my redution, that1 had quité com-

-

pleted the conqueft,. and lived fome weeks
there without taking one. drop, or even
withing for it, although neither then por.
fince wasI without fome employmgntwhich
required a pretty clofe application.”
In this pTcaﬁnO' ftate, as I juftly thought i,
I continied tor fome” months, when the .
feverity of the enfuing winter overturned all
my meafures, and forced me, though much
againft my will, to have rccomfe to. it
again®’ neither could I think of any fufer or
more
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more effeGudl remedy againft that chilnefs
" of my blood, and lownefs of fpirits, which
T laboured under through the exceflive cold-
nefs of the feafon. I refolved, however, to
refume it in the fmalleft quantity that I
could find would anfwer my end; ‘that is,

‘what was, as near as I could Judge, equiva-
fent to ten or twelve drops of Sydenham’s,
and with full intention to leave it off as foon
as the warm weather returned; and had ac-
cordmgly reduced myfelf to about half that
quantity; though not without fome diffi-
culty, on account of a-work I was flill en+
gaged in, and the neceflity we were under
to keeptitiewiththe printers and publifhers.
Finding it atlength fo neceffaryand pleafant,
‘as well as fafe'and harimlefs, I refolved to
continue it, and have done fo to this pre-
ferr: fime; that is, for feven or eight years,
without the leaft inconvenience: from it
On the contrary, I have reafon to think that
even that {fmallquantity, though fcarce equi-
valgrit to twelve drops of Sydenham s, hath
‘been of fome fervice to Me,to Pprevent that
decay of fpirits which old age, "(being now
drawing near my feventieth) a fedentary

hfc, and clofe ftudy, mwht othetwife proba-
bly

Vo
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bly have brought upon me : and it is to thig
{mall dofe, which I take every nightin a -
pint of very fmall punch,,as foon as I leave
off writing, that I attribute, next to the
“blefling of God, that good fhare of health
I have hitherto enjoyed, and my having
been able, for fo many years, to go through
the fatigues and applications of ftudy, from
feven in the morning to feven at night, pre=
ferving ftill a good appetite and digeftion, a
clear head,and tolerable flow of fpirits, and
enjoying a found fleep of fix or feven hours,
without indulging myfelf in any other lis
quors than tea all the day, and the above«
mentioned quantity of punch, or fomething
equivalent to it at night ; and as I have not
opportunity for much exercife, I take care
to live on the plaineft diet at noon, and to
obferve the old adage at night, .

Ut fis noéte levis, fit tibi cena brevis., .
Tofleepeafyat night,let your fupper be light.
e

-






M E M O I R
O F

GEORGE PSALMANAZAR,

I cannot better begin this melancholy ac+
count of my former life, vile and abo-
minable as it hath been, and blended with
fuch mixture of the moft unaccountable
pride, folly, and ftupid villainy, in oppo-
fition to redfon, Treligion, and all checks of
confcience, till almoft'to the thirtieth year
of my age, than by humbly acknowledging
-the infinite mercy of God, not only in pre-
ferving me fo long from the many. evils
and difafters which my own wicked rafh<
nefs muft elfe unavoidably have precipitated
me into, as the fcquel will fufficiently thoy;
but much more {6,in that gradual and vi- .
fible change which his grace wrought in
e, by enabling me frequently to getro=
fpe&t with.thame and remorfe on a life fo
bafely fpent, to fend up the moft fervent
withes to heaven that I might at length
break off from fo fhameful and wicked a
courfe of the' vileft and moft fcandalous
- ' ,
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ifipofture, that a wild and abandoned
youth could be gujlty of, and,that I
might but be blefled with fuch a fteady
refolution as at once publickly to difclaim
all the lies and forgeries I had formerly
publithed in that monftrous romance, and
at any rate or risk to take the thame to my
felf, and make a free confeflion of the
whole impofture.  But I had not only my
pride to combat, but the dlfplcaﬁale which
fuch a declaration would give 'to all my
friends; ‘who being very honeﬁ and religi-
ous, coyld not but have taken it much at
heart, and, perhaps, been expoféd to the
cenfure of the world for their charitable
opinion of me; to fay nothing of the ab-
horrence they muﬂ: have CODCClved againft
{o deteftable a cheat. As thefe therefore
wete fuch powerful determents to 4 man
wholly deftitute of any laudable way of
living, I could not expect that my earneft -
wifhes would be fpeedily anfwered ; and
my only hope was, that the fame gracious
God, who had thus effeGually awaked me
to a fenf¢ of my guxIt and danger, would
alfo in his own time hear thofc prayers /
which himfelf had infpired me-to make,
efpe-
~
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efpeciilly, as upon a retrofpection of my
paft follies, I was apt to comfort. myfelf
with the thoughts, that the violence of my
favourite paffion; pride, could never have
hurried me fo irrefiftibly through fuch
fcenes of folly and danger, if there had.
not been fome fad flaw in my underftand=
mg, fome unavoidable degree of. madnefs
in my temper; which might in fome mea-
fure extenuate,. if not wholly exeufe, the
atrocious’ guilt it had involved me in;
and the hope that it might (@il be ]aced
to that account; by a merciful Judcre of all
our thoughts and intents, of our frail and
corrupt nature, _]omed to the ftedfaft con-
. fidence I had in the promifes of the
Gofpel, and in the infinite, merits of a
divine Sav10ur, preferved me from de-
fpairing of mercy and pardon, of fuccsfs
and bleffing on thofe happy beginnings, if
clofely and earneftly purfued. :
But as fuch a h0pe, without 2 fincere defire.
of doing one’s part, to the beft of one’s
power, and according to the degree of af-
* fiftance given from above, would rather
deferve the name of rafh and fhameful

F 2 pre-
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fumption ; fo the next ftep I took, at leaft
in view, was to fet about making all pofii-
ble reparation to God and his church,
and to the world, and my own confci«
ence, for' the fcandal which fuch a vile
piece of hypocrify muft have given to all,
efpecially to good men, and in fpite of all
reluCtance from pride and felf-love, which
the gredter it was, would the more natu-
rally lead one to the throne of mercy for
a proportionable fupply of Divine grace,
and patiently to ‘wait for it in God’s own
proper time. I had not continued many
mounths in this hopeful difpofition, before
I perceived all thofe difficulties and difs
couragements to vanifth by degrees, but
more efpecially at the approach of a fe-
vere difeafe, though lingering, and the
apprehepfions of death, which ‘laft, as it
did not appear to be fo pear at hand,
gave me room' to hope Im:ght have time
fufficient granted me in mercy, to’ go
through this faithfel narrative, and unde-
ceive the world; fo that if the Divine
Providence did think fit to drive me to
the writing of it by his affliCting hand, 1
hope it will rather add weight to the cre-,

dit
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dit of it, feeing no time is ftter than this
to infpire a2 man with the deepeft feriouf-
nefs and - fincerity. But as to me, I fiill
more rely on the affiftance of that fpirit of
truth, to whofe fpecial grace I am bound
to afcribe the abhorting fenfe I had al-
ready conceived againft my former guilt,
as well as the earneft defire and refolution
of tranfmitting to the world fuch an ac-
count of my paft guilty life, as might
wholly contradi¢t and explode’ that falfe
and impious one, which I had been induced
to publifh in the days of my abominable’
folly and vanity. Under that Divine Guide
therefore I fet myfelf immediately about
it, and carried on daily, and with as much
application as ‘my difeafe (a very wiolent
ague and fever) would permit, not doubt-
ing but the fincerity which I refolved; by
God’s afliftance, fhould reign through the
whole, would make fome amends for the
lownefs of ftile, and other imperfetions,
which, confidering my weakly condition
both of mind and body, were in fome
meafure unavoidable, Thus far I thought
neceflary to apprife the reader concerning
the (happy, I'hope I have reafon to call

F3 , i)
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it) occafion. of my writing the following
account, which in the name, and under
the direction of that fame God of truth,
I now hope to live to fee finithed, in or-
der to be printed, if thought worthy of it,
after my death ; and I fhall ohly add, that
I am at this prefent time of writing (April
22, 1728)at a friend’s houfe in the coun-
try, free from all ftudy and bufinefs, “or
.any other impediment, butwhat is caufed
by my diftemper, and fhall dedicate all the
time I have to fpare in the writing of it
“But here I hope I fhall be excufed from
giving an account either of my real country
or family, or any thing that might caft a-
refle®ion upon either, it being but too-
common, thaugh unjuft, - to cenfure them
for the -crimes of private perfons, for
which reafon I think myfelf obliged, out of
refpe to them, to conceal both. - Out of
Europe I was not born, nor educated, nor
ever travelled; but continued in fome of
* the fouthern parts of it till about the fix-
teenth year of my age, when neceffity
obliged me in fome meafure to remove into
moré northern ones, though never farther
fiorthward than the Rhme in’ Germany,
oy
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or Yorkfhire i in England. And thlS I pur
pofely mention, becaufe 1 have been here-
tofore fufpetted to be a German, Swede
or Dane by fome ; by others, an Englith
or Scotchman, as their fancy lead them,
though I never faw Germany till I was
fixteen, nor England till about two eor
three years after.  As for my parents and
relations they were Roman Catholics, and
maft of them very zealous in their way,
and ftrongly biaflfed agajnft all Proteflants.
My father was of an ancient, but decayed
family, and had been obliged to leave my
mother before I was five years old, and to
live near five hundred miles from her,
whilft the was left to live and breed me
up upon her {mall fortune, without. re-
ceiving any affiftance frony him, bis mif-
fortunes having put it quite out of his power
‘to contribute any thing; fo that I" was
wholly left to her care, However, nei-
ther that, nor the narrownefs of her cir-
cumftances, hindered her from giving me
the beft education fhe. could, being then
Jher only- furvmng child. Shc vas a pious
good woman in her way, and though I
was no {mall favourite of hers, was yet

Fg oo ket



( 72 )
kept with due ftriGtnefs whilft I ftaid with
her, which was however but a thort time,
and do not remember that I had then any
the leaft vicious inclination, nor in all like-
lihood might haye had, had I ftill conti-
nued under her wing; whereas through
the mifmanagement of thofe firft perfons to
whofe tuition I was next committed, fuch
a wrong foundation was laid, and fo ﬁrong
a biafs given me to vanity and felf-conceit,
~ as proved the unhappy fource of all my fad
mifcarriages fince. -

One general remark here I cannot, avoid
makingconcerning the {chools of the Roman
Catholics, viz, that all their ftudents moft
learn to read, and even pray, in Latin,
before they are capable of underftanding
one word of it; for this doth but inure
them to read and pray without any atten-
tion, even when they are afterwards capa-
ble of underftanding what they read and
pray for, 'This ill-timed method had been
complained of by many a one who have
fince felt the fad effe@s of it, as well as
the almoft ‘infurmountable difficulty of
maftering.a defect fo early contra&ted and
fo deeply moted as it were, in our nature,

and
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and none hath had more reafon to bewil
it than L. :

But what did me in particular the moft
hurt, in my education abroad, was the
great admiration which my more than com-
mon readinefs at learning whatever came
in my way had gained me, and the im-
prudent fondnefs and partiality which my -
mafters thewed to me on that account. I
was hardly turned of fix years when I was
fent to a free-fchool taught by two Francif-
can monks, the eldelt of whom perceiving
my uncommon genius for languages, for
till then T had only learned to read all forts
of print and writings, and was befides
very' carelefs about writing a tolerable
hand, took it into his head to put me to+ °
the Latin form, though my mother and
.all my friends thought me much too young
for it, efpecially ‘as I was to be ranked
and clafled among other boys of twice
my years, and who had already been at it
a year or two, and fome more; however
he depended’' fo much on his judgment,
about my. genius and application, that he
doubted not, he faid, but to fee .me out-
fop all the reft in lefs than'a year or two,

He
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He was not miftaken, and though it put

me to great difficulties and hard ﬁudy to-

reach them, I began to feel fuch emotions
‘of vanity at the quick progrefs I made,
and the commendations he gave me upon
it, that I refted mot fatisfied till I ‘had
gained the firlt rank in the form, as well
as in his affeGtion, for as he fpared nei-
ther carefles nor -encouragement to me, I
foon became fenfible both by his behaviour,
as well as by the deference which the
other boys paid to me, how much I was
got jn his favour.

Our fchool was often vifited by prleﬂs,
monks, gentlemen, and other perfons that
paﬂ'e@ through our city, and though, we

had in it feveral boys whofe ‘parents were -

in a much higher ftation, yet I was al-
- ways fingled out as the flower of the flock,
and as thc moft  ready to anfwer fuch
queftions as were fuitable to our form. Our
monk had likewife, by way of animating
us, caufed fome curious nicknacks to be
made by the nuns of a neighbouring mo-
naftery, which they were to wear hanging
to their button-holes, by a fine ribon, who
held the firft feats. Thefe were of feveral
fizes,

/
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fizes, and one of them much_larger than
the ref’c was for the foremoft in rank.

We were to be entitled to thefe accord-,

ing to our merit, and'this laft fell to my
lot from the firlt exercife, and fo proud
was I become of this bauble, that I ne-
ver loft it for one fingle day; for I had

fuch a ready and retentive memory, and |

quick apprehenfion, as by the help of a
moderate application, made it impoflible
for my {chool-fellows to wreft it from me.
This mark of diftin&ion did moreover en-
title:me to be head monitor and marfhal
of that whole fchool. All which filled me
with fuch vanity and ambition to excel,
that I could not brook any fupesiority or
‘preference, and our ‘monk was but too
fond of indulging, and even encouraging

me in'it, thouOh to my no {mall de(ti-

ment, as he mlght eafily perceive that it
had given me fuch a firong bias to pride,
as a prudent man would have rather chofen
to nip in the bud, efpecially as he eafily

perceived that it created no fmall envy in my._

{chool-fellows, and a kind of diffatisfaction
in fome of their parents and relations.

_He
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He ‘tried once indeed to thwirt his' pare
tiality to me, by giving ogr form a new
kind .of exercife, the price of which to
the bcﬁ performer was to be a fine piece
of nun’s work, which he adjudged to an-
other, whom all the fchool knew to be a
dunce, butin point of quality the head of
us all. Had he given it to fome others of
our form, who were greater proficients in -
Jearning, I might have thought they had
fucceeded better in their performance than
I at that time ; and though it would have
been a great mortification to me, it might
have only made me double my diligence ;
but here the preference was fo flagrant and -
vifible, that I could not forbear exprefling
a defire to know wherein he had outdone
me, and a fufpicion that he had been af-
fiited underhand by fome monk or fome-
body elfe. When the good father found
that I took the matter fo to. heart, and,
in fome meafure, threaten to bid adieu, if .
not to the Latin, at leaft to his {chool;
(and I believe I thould really have done it,
fo highly I refented what I called the in-
:uﬂ ics done me) he thought fit to pacify
rm, ty affuring me, that my competitor
had,
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had, upon this occafion, fo far excelled
himfelf, that he could not forbear aflign-
ing him the prize by way of encourage-
ment, though my performance was far
enougl from being inferior to his;" and fo,
to putan end to the contention, immedi-
ately fent for another piece of the fame
curious work, and gave it to me, not with-
out fome great encomium on my uncom-
mon diligence and progrefs, and othér to-
kens of his fingular regard, which fent me
home fo fatisfied and full of myfelf, that,
alas for me! every thing feemed to contri-
bute to fwell my growing pride, and
make me forget myfelf.
Many other fuch mﬁances of his partial
fondnefs'I could name, which all tended
to make me ftill more affuming and arro-
gant; one however Icannot pafs by, which
fhall ferve as a {pecimen: as I never Was
guilty of a fault at fchool, fo let me do
what I would out of it, I was never pu—
nithed for it, as the other boys were, but
“had, perbaps, a foft reprimand or fome
eafy tatk affigned me by way of pgnance,
for I cannot call to mind that I ever had a
blow or crofs word from him. A One day
in
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in particular, fome ftrangers, who vifited
us after dinner, obtained us a difcharge for
~ the reft of the day, We were no fooner
got out but I told my f{chool-fellows, that
we ought to goand procure the {fame re-
leafe to the girls of another fchool. Ac-
cordingly we went and broke into the
houfe, and drove the miftrefs and fcho-
lars out, and then locked the doors, that
they might not be obliged to come in a-
gain, and fent her the key at'night. On
the next day a fever¢ complaint was brought
againft us for .the affavlt, and I charged
as the ringleader of the reft, upon which
a fuitable pumfhment was promxfed and
foon after put in execution, in which I
not only expeted to have a fhare, but to
be the firft called down to it, and yet by
what partial motive I know not, Ihad no
other punithment than a feeming fevere
reprimand, and fome eafy task, whilft all
the reft were forced to fubmit to the di-
fcipline of the fchool. This partiality they
loudly complained of, not only to him, but
to.their friends; but their refentment upon
it only gave me new matter for triumph,

s it did to them new caufe for envy,
which
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. which yet they'dared not ventin any other
way than words.

Thus I went on learning’ of Latin apace;
I could tranflate out of'it, write and fpeak
it with great readinefs, as far as I had been
taught, which was thought furprifing, con-
fidering I had hardly attained my ninth
year, and been but two years under his -
care. ‘The misfortune was, that he made
us only converfant with- common fchool~
books, and but with few of any of the old
claffics either in profe or verfe, fo that I
was qmte unacquainted with their ftile tilt
I came into better hands, as I foon after
did; for our good father being fhortly af-
ter chofen head, or, as they flile it
guardian of another corivent, about twenty-
four miles from this, and in an archiepif-

copal city, where was alfo a college of
Jefuits for the education of youth, he ea-

fily prevailed upon 'my mother to let me
go with him thither, and to board at the

monaftery under his eye, whillt I went on

with my ftudies at the college, where he

alfo promifed to recommend me to the care

, Of thofe’ fathers. He likewife prom:led

hcr that he would, in the evening, make
me
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me repeat and explain what I had learned
in the day, and by thdt means puth me
fo forward in my learning that I fhould
~ out-top all my age, all which proved fuch
powerful perfuafives to my mother, that
fhe eafily agreed to it, efpecially as he
took four or five more youths with him to
.be on the fame foot with me both at
. the college and in the convent. We fet
out accordingly with him for the place,
and when I was introduced into the Je-
fuits college, there was no fmall firife what
clafs I fhould be admitted into at firft. Here
it will be neceffary to acquaint the reader
that the Jefuits diftinguith their forms,
or, "as they "more properly ftile them,
claﬁ'es, each of them being. kept ina fe-
parate apartment, as follows, viz.
I. The vith, or loweft, where they begin
to learn the Latin Grammar.
2. vth, where they perfet themfelves in
that, and begin to learn fome Latin books,
and to make fome wretched Latin.
3. ivth, where they read Tacitus, Cicero’s
Epiftles, Ovid, and fome other eafy Ro-
man
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‘man- authors, and begin to make better
Latin.
4. 1iid, where they read Curtius, Cicero’s
fpeeches, Virgil, and 'make pretty good.
Latin, and learn to make Latin verfes.
“They likewife begin here to learn the
Greek Grammar.
5. Homanity. In this clafs they read Ho-
race, Cicero, Terence, make good verfes,
and compofe fome fet {peeches on a {ubjet
given, and -if -they bave a genius for it,
make fome confiderable progrefs in the
Greek tongue,. though they only read ho-
milies of the fathers, and make verfions
out of Latin into Greek. They likewife
make fome fet fpeeches, or poetical works;
before a full audience.
6. Rhetoric. Here Homer and other
Greek poets, Demofthenes and other
Greek authors, are read; together with
Cicero de Oratore, Horace’s Satyres, and
de Arte poetica. Themes are compofed on
given fubjets,- as much as can be, in the
. Ciceronian ftile and method;. and likewife
poems in imitation of the Greek and Latin
poets, and other books, compxled by fome
of the foc1ety for the ufe.of this clafs, as

G : ‘there’
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there are others for every clafs elfe, and
every branch of learning that is taught
in them, the greateft part of which is to

be learned by heart by the fcholars, as
well as feveral other perfons, out of the
claflic authors, in order to exercife their
memory, as is pretended, but rather {erves
to clog it with a deal of unintelligible
ftuff, which being fooner forgot than
learned, ferves to little purpofe, except it
be to take up fo much of their time, to the
neglect of more .ufeful things and more
adapted "to their capacities; to which I
may fafely add another great inconveni-
ency, viz, that thefe leffons being to be
.repeated to the decurions or monitors, ‘be»
fore the regent comes in, and an account
_ to be given to himi who hath, or who hath
" fiot learned them duely, in. order to be
commended or reproved, both the fcholar
and the monitor are in fuch hafte to go
through the drudgery, that thofe are moft
approved of who can repeat theirs with
the greateft fpeed, or rather with precipi-
tation, by which fuch an habit is formed |
cf fpeaking and reading with fuch mon-
;.sm.s quicknefs, as will require a great
deal
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deal “of trouble and pains,- to break:one’s
{elf off .afterwards, ifieves.itlis really rec-
tified, and his 1ifound 16ng fince td. my
lofs, and no’fmall. grief. .. oo
7. The latt is'philofophy, which.they di-
vide into logic, ‘phyfics, metaphyfics, ' and
morality, each . of - which .takes -them
a quarter of a_year in Jearnjnig,, or;rat
leaft, in -€xpounding. Every fcholar is
obhoed to' fpend a year. at. leaft in -each
of the claffes;, and if, at’the,year’s: end,
when they are 2ll.to be feparately examined,
any be found tardy, .¢ither through. dul-

- nefs or negligence,c they.are [condemned to

\
:
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go through the. famie ftudies another yeir,
whilft- the: reft, who.dre found worthy,
are promoted to the next'clafs in rankui. .

When I came theref'ore tobe acqualnted
with the particular ftudies and:bogks" of
each clafs, -and came to reflect: on my-be-
ing fucha ftranger to the claffics, 1 begged
of my old ‘mafter that-.I might :be offered
only as candidate for the t‘hird clafs, wheré
they began to be: taught;>and this I thould
have looked upon -as afavour, confidering
that it was then Widfurhmer, and that I

G 2 was
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-was-herded as a beginnerinto a'clafs where
-the reft had.already ftudied fix months;
fo:that I thought I thould have ftill enough
to do to overtake..them before the year
-was-out.” But the good father would by
:no means agree to it, but infitted upon my
‘being examined as a candidate to huma-
-nity. - This, I complained, was putting a
:double hardfhip upen me, being an.utter
ﬁranger to the every ‘author’that was read in
this as well as in the other: below it, and
Jhaving, at ‘moft; but feven months to maﬂer
them all; he fo far engaged, though a-
‘gainft my. witl - for'my. overcomingall thofe
difficalties by..my genius and apphcatlon,
that.1 wds obliged: to undergo the exami=
nation-of :a candidate for huinamty and
though my repugnance made me lefs foli-
citoas how I'went through it, as.I was 16
‘defirousto.be feiit- downs ‘to. the clafs be-
low -it; fyet‘.whether the ofd:monk’s intea
reft-prevailed,..or my own merit giined it}
~ T.-was readily’ adinitted into -the’ clafs of
hurnamty, and’ found- it a véfy:hard tug
¢ kéep up my credit under thofe difad-
vintages I labonred. under. - 1 wondered

indeed how my old’ maﬁcr could be guilty
: of
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of fuch a negle&, and often prefled him-
to give me his affiftance, which he trying
to comply with, gave me but too fair an-,
opportunity- of difcovéring- the true caufe.
of it, viz. his being as unacquainted with
them as I was. This therefore proved-a;
very difficult clafs to me;. and what was
© ftill more difcouraging to me was, that
our regent, fo they call the perfon -that
teaches in every clafs, inftead of makmO'
any kind allowance for my tender years,
for my being entered fo late, and under:
fuch difadvantages, often char ged me with
negle&t and indolence, and, in a jocofe
manner, threatened to leave me 7nter ma~
nentes, that is, inftead of raifing to the next
clafs, to leave me in this for another year.
And though I was fenfible that would have
been more for my advantage, yet the fhame
of it was what I could not have: brooked ;
and I thought it a mortification more than
fufficient to be ranked among the middle-~
moft of his clafs, who had till then been
» ufed to be at the head. But this he. did
“rather to fpur me on than to difpirit me,
that I might the more eafily be admitted
into thé' clafs of rhetoric againft the time:

| G3 | of
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of thé yearly. examination. This grand
ceremony i$ performed a little before the
Chriftmas holidays, and when- the {cholars
have learned their doom, that-is, whe-
ther to go up or to ftay in the old clafs,
they break up for ten or twelve days, and
ga to their refpetive homes. There were
at this time four or five of my own town{-
,-boys, all of them not only much older,
but.who had been at the college feveral
years before me, -and bore a kind of envy
agdinft me for being admitted at once into
the fame clafs with them, and would have
been glad to have left me behind in it.
This . confideration;, joined to the difplea-
fure: fuch a piecé of news. would have
been;  not only to my old .mafter, but
much more {0"to iy mother, made me
{> much the more diligent againft the time
of tfial, and the more eafily forego the
advantage of anothier year’s humanity ; for-
thepride and pleafure of keeping pace
- with, .and following them into rhetoric.
Accordingly, I exerted myfelf fo well,
and -gave fuch fatisfaCtion at my ‘examina-

tion,” -that I was- nominated; as well as’
they, for that higher clafs. But tho’ this
- A gave
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gave me no fmall joy, and made me go
home with a lighter heart, yet I have had
fince fufficient reafon to with it had proved
otherwife:; for our next regent, (the Je«
fuits cuftoms is to change them every year,
and to fend new ones out of other colleges)
proved a perfon every way almoft unquali-
fied for that high clafs, {o that we rather’
went backwards than forward under him.
He effayed at firft to expound fome of the
Greek poets and orators by the help of -
the Latin verfions annexed to them, in
doing which he fo far betrayed his igno-
rance of that tongue, - that every one of us
foon became fenfible of it, which obliged
him to fet it quite afide, He was not
much happier in the Latin ones, though
better acquainted, with them, and took at
length fuch a difguft to the college methed,
that he may juftly be faid to have diverted .
himfelf with teaching us things quite op-
pofite to it, and altogether foreign to our
. clafs, but which fuited his genius better.
It will nat be amifs to obferve here, that
the three ‘main qualifications that procure
admiflion into that f{ociety, are quality, or
high rank, learning and riches, Our good
‘ G4 regent
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regent was one of the laft fort, being the
fon of an overgrown citizen or tradef-
- man, who brought money enough into
the fraternity to make amends for his want
of learning ; and as this college was but an
obfcure one, in comparifon to thofe which
they have in their great univerfities, he
might be thought perhaps good enough to
‘teach here; at leaft, if he was not fit to do
fo here, he could be much lefs fo any where
elfe. He complied however fo far with
the rules of the college, and of our clafs,
as to oblige us now and then to make
verfes, themes, verfions, and {uch low ex-
ercifes; but I foon found that hé did not
give himfelf the trouble of looking them
over, or even, for form’s fake, of com-
mending or difcommending our perform- .
ances according to their merit, As he was
of a facetious temper, he would often fo far
indulge his vein, as to entertain us for a
whole hour with ftories, which were nei-
ther calculated. to improve our minds, nor
to make us in love with our books. At
length, quite tired, as he feemed, with the
drudgery of the college, he took it into his
head- to teach'us heraldry, geography, and

fortification,
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fortification, infiead of the proper leffons
of our clafs; fo that we were forced, in
fome meafure, to exchange books for
maps, coats of arms, plans of cities,
caftles, &c. and, at length, to dabble with
him in clay and dirt, in order to make a -
variety of fortifications, with all their ap-
purtenances and proper colours; and thefe
he took no fmall pride in fhewing to ftran-
gers, but with this falvo, that this was our
and his employment only between the
fchool hours, tho’ we were but too fenfi-
‘ble that they took up likewife all our
fchool-time, {o that fome days we did no-
thing elfe but that, to the neglet of every
other branch of learning that was proper
for our clafs. At length, after having tri-
fled away near two-thirds of the year, to
our no {mall detriment, and to my graat,
regret, who was o far behind-band in my
my learning, I was timely relieved, as I
thought, by a letter from my mother, in-
forming me, that the rector of a fmall con-
~ vent of Dominicans in our neighbourhood,
was going to teach philofophy to as many
. young gentlemen as he could get, and in-

viting me to make one of the number,
1
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I readily agreed to it, the convent being
but a pleafant walk out of my native city;
and though I found I muft take my leave
of the claffics if I went, yet I thought the
learning of philofophy would be both more
creditable and ufeful, than the poot ftuff
" which' our Jefuit taught us; though had
I been then as well acquainted with the
fubtleties of Tho. Aquinas (or rather
Ariftotle, for that is the philofophy which
the Dominicans teach) as I became after-
wards, - I doubt whether I fhould ever
have been one of his difciples, at leaft by
my confent. However, I left the college
without any further ceremony, and having
acquainted four or five of our clafs that
were my townfboys with my defign, they
foon followed me, and at our coming to the
reCtor, we. found that he had already about
twenty more, fome, from a great univerfity
about fixty miles off, -others, from the
neighbouring towns, feveral of them mere
dunces and -ruftics, with no other educa-
tion than a little {mattering of the Latin
tongue, and not above five or fix tolera-
bly qualified for the ftudy we were en-
gaging in. As for me, whatever my old

Francifcan
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Francifecan mafter might depend upon as
to the ftrength of ‘my genius and clofenefs
of.application, for acquiring thefe branches
of learning I was ftill wanting in, yet the
difcouragements which I had already en-
countered through his mifmanagement, in
placing me in too high a form, as well as’
the time. we had trifled away in the clafs
of rhetoric, had much abated my thirft
after learning ;* and the much greater dif-
appointment I met with under this new
pretended teacher of philofophy, quite com-
pleated my misfortune, by turning it into
a downright carelefinefs and indifference a-
bout it.. For tho® I was naturally quick
enough, and affiduous at whatever I could
gain the maftery of, and applaufe for fo
doing, yet, whenever the cafe proved other-
wife, no youth could be more natumlly
lazy and fupine than I; fo that I cannot
but think, on the firicteft recollection I can
make, that thefe many difcouragements fo
clofely following one another, were ra-
ther the caufe of that deplorable indolence
I fince contralted for all laudable applica-
tion to ftudy, than my own natural tem-
~per and genius, which, had it been rightly
. direCted
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directed and encouraged by proper motives,
and efpecially if kept under fome ftri&t dif-
cipline, might have.eafily been enabled to
have overcome the greateft difficulties in
almoft every branch of learning: but to re-

turn.to our Dominican reGor.
“"He began as ufual with logic, and difplay-
" ed a pretty good talent at explaining it to
as many of us as had a genius for it; for
as to the reft, which were near two-thirds
of his fchool, both he and we could eafily
perceive that he was only wronging them
of their time and money, though little
did I think how foon that was to be my
cafe : for though I took his logic with fuch
furprifing quicknefs and delight, as to have
but one competitor, and' was become 3
"great favourite of his, by the free and hu-
morous way in which I ufed to pat, now
and then, fome puzzling queftions. to him;
yet when we came to the fecond branch,
which was Ariftotle’s phyfics,with Aquinas’s
comments, I found it fuch an pnintelligible
jargon, and him fo little qualified to ex-
plain it to us, that I became quite tired
with it; for fome of us, efpecially my
gompctitor and I, ‘expected at leaft that he
would
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would have made every point as clear and
evident. to us; as he had before in logical
leGtures, and have anfwered fuch ob)ec-
tions as we were able to raife againft el
ther the do&rines, or his expoﬁnons but,
to our great furprlze, we found: that he
had undertaken to expound what himfelf
did not underftand, and that Aquinas’s
fubtilities and diftin&ions were as much
above his reach as above ours. Thus, for
inftance, Ariftotle’s account of the materia
prima, together with his fubtile ‘commens
tator’s expofitions on it, in which' our
.reGor fpent above a fortnight, including
the rubs .we threw into his way, appeared
to us fuch an unintelligible heap of -ftuff;
that, at:our taking leave of it, to.pals
to another point, we made ourfelves-very
merry about it, and owned ourfelve§ as
much in the dark as when he. began it;
infomuch, that he was forced to-own he
never could thoroughly comprehend it,
and only delivered it to us on the ‘autho-
rity.of that philofopher, and of his many
eminent difciples of the Dominican. order,
fuch as Albertus Magnus, Aqumas, ‘&ec. &c.
I have fince, upon running over his leffons

more
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more carefully, found reafon to doubt whe-
ther a much abler head than his, would
not have been as much at a lofs to have
Leat it into any man’s brain, that ‘would
not be fatisfied with words without a
meaning. However, as I plainly perceiv-
ed that his chief view was to get our mo-
ney, without troubling himfelf whether our
progrefs was an{werable, I contracted by
degrees fucha habit of indolenceand liftlefl-
nefs to all he faid (efpecially as he had got
a fingular knack at extricating himfelf,
when clofely prefled, by fome facetious
joke or merry ftory) that I wrote his lec-
tures, and heard his expofitions, without
any attention, or offering any objecion,
unlefs. it was in the jocund way, and to
enliven our drooping fpirits, and without
troubling .myfelf whether what he faid or
anfwered was right or wrong,
I know not whether it was not owing to.
his perceiving this litleffnefs in us, that he
began to raife .our expe@ation and hopes
that .his- metaphyfics, which was foon to
follow, would prove more delightful to us.
We did indeed expettit, from the nature of
the fubjes it treats of, and were not a little
impa-
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impatient to have this quarter finifhed, that
we might enter. into a more entertaining
field :- but when we found ourfelves no lefs
difappointed in this, it only damped our
fpirits the more, and gave me a flill
greater diflike to the j jargon of the fchool,
fo that by that time we entered into the
laft quarter, when ethics were to be the
new fubje&t of his leGures, and might
have otherwife proved more ufeful and en-
tertaining to us, if it had been handled by
a more proper perfon, we were grown fo
tired and out of conceit with him, that we
- reaped no more-benefit from it than we
had from the reft ; and inftead of diverting
ourfelves with, repenuons and difputes a-
bout his leflons, as we ufed to do at firft,
we ftudied to forget every fubject he had
difcuffed to us; as foon as we ‘were got
out of his fight. Thus having murdered,
as I may fay, another year, we were dif-
miffed, not without great applanfe and
compliments to fome of us, on account of
our parts and proficiency. But-if I may
judge of the reft by myfelf, to whorh he
was always pleafed to allow the firft rank,
I am fure his praifes were ill beftowed as

to
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to any benefit we had reaped from his
pains and ours: however, I was by that
time become fo great a favourite to him,
that he afterwards left no means nor ca-
refles untried to induce me to enter into
their order, and I believe, in the mind I
then was in, he might eafily have prevail-
ed, had not my mother ftrenuouily op-
pofed it. I was fenfible of my deficiency
in all the branches of learning 1 had hj-
therto gone through, by the mifconduct. of
thofe under whom I had learned, and
could eafily-fee what dunces both my old
" Francifcan mafter and this Dominican rec-
tor were, though they pafled for able men;
and where could I better conceal my own
defedts and ignorance than under a monk-
ith habit, which would, at leaft, give
one the reputation of learning? But this I
had taken care to conceal from her, partly
out of pride, and partly to prevent her
taking it 'to heart, and our rector had ad-
drefs enough to make her believe I' was a
prodigy, confidering how young I ftill was,
and to perfuade her to fend me fo the
next univerfity, and to learh theology
there, promifing to give me fuch.a recom-
mendation
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mendation to the Dominicans who taught
it there, as well as the Jefuits, that no
palns fhould be {pared to make me fhine
in the world. She eafily confented to it
and he gave me a certificate difected to the -
prior of their convent at that great city,
teftifying that I had gone thro' a courfe
of phllofophy, and was fit to be admitted
a ftudent in theology, to which he tacked
fome farther commendations; all which
could be of no fervice to me, unlefs I re~
folved to go and learn under the Domini-
cans, for the Jefuits would hardly have
admitted me to that clafs, before I had
gone a new courfe through .their philofo-
phy. It had been, indeed, much better
for me to have chofen the latter, confider-
ing the little proficiency I had made in it
but my pride, and the fear of difobliging
my mother, determined me to the for-
mer, and I offered myfelf a¢cordingly, and
was readily admitted a ftudent under two
very reyerend re&ors the one for the
. morning, and the other for the afternoon ;
both very graye and learned, indeed, in their
way ; but, upon my firft admittance, the
fchool appeared to me. like a new world,
H where
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“where 1 was looked upon as a little raw
ftrippling, too young quite, in all appear-
ance, to herd among the reft of the ftu-
dents, fome of whom were twice my age,
and -none by many years fo young as L.
What was ftill more difcouraging was, that
here was no diftin&ion made between thofe
who had already ftudied near two years
" (for the whole courfe of theology lafts two
whole years) and thofe who were but
néwvly admitted. The fime leCtures were
fead and expounded toallalike, *and in the
ufual courfe, fo that thofe who came not
at the very beginning, had no other chance,
but at the end, to put middle and both
ends together as well as they could, which
made the old_ftanders affume fuch an over-
bearing air over the new ones, as was alto-
gether mortifying,‘at leaftit proved fo to me,
who never had, till then; feen’my {chool~
fellows fo much above me.
I may faitly date the completion of my
ruin from the time of my coming to this
populous place, on more accounts than one =
for firlt, the city was a noble, great one,
full of gentry and nobility, of coaches, and
all kinds of grandeur, all whichdid greatly
. ‘ aﬂ"eft
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affe® e, who had néver feen fo ruch
by far of the beau monde, neither in my
native city, nor in the archiepifcopal one,
where 1 had ftudied under the Jefuits.
2dly, I had been already cloyed with
Aquinas’s phllofophy, when I had no fuch
bright tempting objects dancmg before my
eyes, what likelihood could there be that
fuch a {chool .as this, fhould reconcile me
to the more refined and unintelligible {fub-
tilities of his theology, efpecially confides-
ing the difadvantages we late comers were
‘forced to labour under, and the high ftate
which our two re€ors tookfupon them ?
for here was no room for objecting, or even
defiring a point or 4 term to be explained,
and we had nothing to do but to write
what they di@ated, ‘and take-their expofi-
tions for found do&rine. Even thofe whb
bad ftudied longeft under them, -and were
looked upon as the brighteft, were notin-
dulged to ftart a difficulty, though the oc-
" cafion was ever fo fair; all which-damped
. my fpirits, who had never been ufed to
fach a teftraint, and had, moreover, the
mortification to fee myfelf. placed in the
loweft rank, who had, till then, been

- Hz ' moﬁly
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moftly at the head, that Igrew by degrees
quite out of conceit both with myfelf and
with the fchool. What "added flill more
to my difcontentednefs was, that I boarded
at fome near relations in one of the fuburbs
of the city, and at a great diftance _from
the convent, and thefe commonly dined fo
late, that I muft either take up with an
trregular meal, or come near an hour after

the reft to the fchool. I did indeed pre-

fer ‘the firt for fome time, but grew by
degrees weary of it, as the ftudy I was
upon grew lefs engaging to me; fo that
though I took up as little time as I could
at my dmner, yet one half hour, .at leaft,
was loft by it, and our reGor had dictated
" fome pages -of matter to the reft, which,
after {chool was over, I ufed to copy out
of the manufcripts of fome of my fchool-.
fellows. Our retor having more than
once obferved what irregular hours I kept,
was {o kind as to give me "a civil repri-
mand, and not expecting, perhaps, a re-
ply to it, was going on with his leGure,
' but I had been o little ufed to make anfwers
to it in dumb fhow, as I obferved many.
of his hearers were forced to do, that I
bluntly

14
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bluntly told him the occafion, affuring
him, that I had not influence enough in
~ the family to prevail on them to alter their
hours,

The good father not approving of my ex-
cufe, which plainly fhewed that I could
not forego my dinner for his leflons, and
might be an ill precedent to fome of the
reft, feemed rather inclined to lay the fault
on my being better pleafed with thofe late
hours of dining, or elfe he thought I might
eafily perfuade my relations to alter their
method on my account. But whether, fo
or not, he infifted, and reafonably enough,
that I fhould conform to the fchool-hours,
whatever inconveniency it might put me
as to my dinner, I was fenfible of the
juftnefs of his reproof, ‘and after having
been often at high words with my relati-
ons (for they were fully paid for my board)
to no purpofe, and tried to conform to the
fchool-hours for fome time; I grew weary
of it, and having nobody to controul me,
.. which proved my greateft misfortune, I
quite forfook the afternoon leGtures, and
fpent that time in fauntring about the city
and country adjacent, viewing the build-
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ings, and fometimes taking plans and vif-
toes of fuch places as pleafed me, but
without any other defign than to divert
myfelf. I was, however, furprifed foon
after, to find myfelf interrogated by our
morning profeffor, about the reafon of my
not coming to the afternodn leCtures,
Whether my quondam mafter of philofo-
phy had wrote any thing pamcularly con-
cerning his expeation of getting me into
_their order ‘or not, Iknew not, butI was
in a genteel manner given to underftand by
this, that I ought to look on itas a fin-
gular favour that they fo far concerned
themfelves about me. What anfwer I
made him, befides my thanking him for
- his care, I cannot recollet ; but though we
parted good friends, I foon after forfook
his lecture alfo, and from that time minded
little elfe but my own pleafures, which,.
though altogether of the innocent kind,
fometimes with the fair fex, at other times
in viewing the curiofities of the place, or
making folitary. excurfions, and the like ;
.-yet were not without fome pungent remorfe,
as they tended to little elfe but to inure
me to a’ habxt of ‘indolence and carelefs

. - inacti-
,M’M‘
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inactivity. At fome intervals, indeed, I
tried to read over all my manufcripts both
in philofophy and theology, but ftill fo dif-
gufted with them, that I never had the pa-
tience to go through them.
I had before this fent fome complaining
letters to my mother, as Wwell as mefiages
by word of mouth by fome of my townf=
men, who had been witneffes of the bad
hours we kept, and to whom I had re-
Jated the inconveniency it had put to, with
relation to my ftudies; and fhe, good wo-
man, thinking that I took it more to heart
than I did, fent me a fmall fupply to con-
vey me to Avignon, where I was to meet
an old rich counfellor of our town, who
was gone to {pend fome time in that.famed
city. He had no children of his own, but
fome nephews, one of which-he defigaed
to breed up a fcholar under me, in confi-
deration of which I was to lodge and board
with the uncle, till I could better provide
for myfelf. As this was likely to be a kind
of change for the better for me, as well
as an eafement to my mother, whofe ftrait
-circumftances could hardly permit her to
be at fuch expence for .my education, I

H4 \ made
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made no delay to go down to Avignon,

where I found the old gentleman ready to
receive me, apd, a day or two after, en=

tered“into my new office of tator to his
‘nephew, who had already made fome pro-
grefs in the Latin Grammar. I had not
been long there before I got acquainted

with a young abb¢, or candidate for prieftly
orders, a countryman of mine, and an in-
geniois young man, of fome learning ; and
-he finding that I had ftudied phllofophy
and theology under the Dominicans, in-
troduced me to one of their profeffors in

- this city, by whom I was courteoufly re~
ceived, and foon after admitted to be one
of his difciples. 'This father, who was a,
“man of fingular modefty and humamty,
and ‘'was reputed a faint, - paid me an un-
common regard. upon my firft ‘admiffion.
- to his leGtures, and made an apology to
the reft of his fcholars for recapitulating
fome of his former leffons and expofitions,
in gratiam, as he was pleafed to word it,
chariffimi noftri novi difeipulz, that I might
the better underftand what he was then,
and afterwards, to deliver to us. 'This

great condcfcenﬁon, which had not been

fhewed
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fhewed to me by either of the profeflors
of the laft univerfity, and which I fince
underftood was not ufual among them, did
highly oblige mé, and I would have beent
glad to have made fuch a proficiency
under him, as might have, in fome mea-
fure, anfwered his fingular kindnefs to me,
which he ftill continued to exprefs all the
time I went to hear him, * but my misfora .
tune was, that I was ftill fo unacquainted
as well as difgufted at the fubtilities of the
fchool, and met with fuch crampt dittinc-
tions and techdical terms I was fill a
firanger to, and was athamed to afk the
meaning of from any of the fcholars, ‘who
were far enough from thinking me fo great
a novice to the languagc of the Thomifts,
that I began again, in, fpite of all his ca-
refles, and my own eager defires, to de-
fpair of ever becoming a theologian; and
thcfe difficulties added to the lazy and
unthinking habit I ‘had fo long indulged,
made me at length forbear gomg any more
to hear him.
T have already hinted that my mother’s cir-
cumftances were too narrow for the expence
1 had already put’ her to, and my father
was
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was f{till more unable to give her any affift-
ance in it, though he was not a little
pleafed at the great progrefs he was told I
had made for my years. -Her hopes and
. mine were, indeed, that I might by that"
means introduce myfelf as a tutor into fome
good family, and fave herall farther charges.
But I had been fo far neglected ‘in the o-
ther parts of my education, had fo little
addrefs or politenefs, and knew {o little
of the world, that I could not look upon
myfelf as fit for fuch an employment a-
mong - perfons above the common rank,
and my pride would not let me aim dt any
thing below it; fo that inftead of trying
as I might, and ou0ht to-have done, I was
rather -become carelefs and indifferent a-
bout it, and I was indeed both too young
and tod naturally unfit for it. Notwith-
ftanding which, fome of my acquaintance,
unknown orundefired, got me into a mid-
dling family, where I wasupon fomewhat
better terms than with my old counfellor ;.
but the overgrown youth, who was put
under my care, and was much older, and
taller by the head and ‘fhoulders than I,
had, by that tlme, -contraded fuch an in-"
dolence,
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lence, or rather averfenefs, both to the
Latin tongue, and to other laudable ftudies,
that had I been ever fo diligent in teach-
ing him, ‘it would have been to little pur~ .
pofe, becaufe, as I foon found, he wanted.
parts as well as inclination for ftudy; fo
that we fpent more of our time in play-
ing on the violin and flute than at our
books. His mother, who heard us at it
longer and oftner than fhe thought .was
_confiftent with the progrefs fhe expeéted
him to make under me, complained more
than once of it to me; upon which I
made no difficulty to tell hcr, that a greater
degrce of application would rather conﬁrm
him in his 'werfenefs, than reconcile him
to his ftudy, as he had fo fmall a capacity
for it. I'left this foon after for, a better
place with a perfon of diftintion, whojn-"
truﬁed two fons of his to my care, both
very young, and fpoiled by the mother,
that the cldcﬁ above feven years of age,
could but juft read, and neither of them
inclined to learn, I tried whatI could to
bring them to it, but to little purpo(c, ex-
cept a-little hiftory, which the eldeft took

more freely to, but the mother’s indul-
Oe nce
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gence was not the only obftacle, and as
the was a fprightly lady, and her fpoufe
fomewhat heavy, though not old, I foon
found by her behaviour, and her parting
beds with him foon after my coming,
that, (he would have been better pleafed I'
had transferred my care from them to her;
and as I was naturally fond of mgratlatmCr
myfelf with the fex, I indulged her in all
her little foibles, but without having the
leaft defign of going farther than a bare
complaifance, in order to gain her efteem’
and admiration, rather than her affe@ion,
and to. fatisfy my own vanity, rather than
cherifh a dangerous paffion for her.” This
. made me'to take frcqqent occafions to re-
commend myfelf by falfe merit, fince I
had no real one that could do'it, by pre-
tendmg to more virtue and religion than I
had, and to palliate the low circumftances .
" of my parents by fome vain excufes, and
pretences, all which I did with fo, little
caution, and in fo aukward a manner, as
made me appear rather more defpicable in
her eyes, confidering the mean appearance
I made, and which was owing chiefly to

my own negligence and bad ceconomy.
All

i
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“All thefe difadvantages, however, might

have been eafily overlooked, .and I might

have been readily fuffered toindulge'my own

prevailing paffion, if I could but have

thewed more concern for hers.

It is not my defign to dwell on fuch fcenes

as thefe, much lefs to afcribe my neglect

and overlooking the feveral diftant offers

made by fo agreeable a perfon to my own

virtue. ¥ might more juftly impute it to

my natural fheepith bafhfulnefs, -and un-

experienced youth ; however, after a fix .
month’s ftay, and fome vifible proofs that

it was not in my power to conquer it, I

perceived a ftrangé coldnefs to fucceed,

which made me think it would not. be long

before I was difcharged. She was foon

after,vifited by fome relations, who per-

fuaded her to go and fpend fome parteof
the fummer with them aboat twenty miles

off. They, efpecially the gentlemen, af-

fected the air of libertines, and all of them

exprefled a fingular contempt for the fu-.
perftitions of the church of Rome, by

which I guefled them to be concealed Pro-

teftants, of whom there were great num-

bers in Languedoc, Provence,' Dauphinee,
. and
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atid T have had fince reafon to think, that
my young lady was fo likewife, by her light
behaviour at charch, and on other occafi-
.ons. I had fome fmall difputes with them,
being then very zealous for that church,
but they knowing that I had ftudied divi-
nity, and fearing, Ifuppofe, left too ea-
ger an oppofition to what I urged againft
them thould caufe a difcovery, they de-
clined entering the lift with me any far-
ther, and I then found, for thé firft tithe,
that the Proteftants’ had more to fay for
themfelves than I had ever imagined ; for
the divinity we were taught at the fchools
feldom meddled with the controverfies be-
‘tween us and the Proteftants, fo that
had it not been for fear, thofe gentlemen,
I found, might eafily have foiled me, not-
wuhﬁandmg all my thealogy. The lady
was preparing: for her journey, and was to
take her fons with-hef, yet'kept me ‘in
fufpenfe whether I was to accompany her,
or flay with her hufband, or be difcharged.
1 have had reafon to think fince, that fhe -
had an end in it; but finding my behavi-
our ftill aukward and unpromifing, not-
wuhﬁandmg fome frefh effays, which I
. did

~ -
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did not then fo well comprehend, fhe lefe
- it to her hufband, who was a perfon that
cared for nothing but his bottle, and left
her to do as fhe pleafed in every thing elfe,
. to acquaint me with the news that they
fhould have no farther occafion for me.
I was more grieved than furprifed at it,
which, the perceiving, occafioned one
more {nare to be laid by means of the
chambermaid, which proving ftill unfuc-
cefsful, and this was the very night before
they were to. fet out, I was defpifed and
laughed at, and given to underftand, that
I might thank myfelf if the lady and I
went different ways,
I have already hinted that virtue and reli-
gion had little or no fharé in my difap--
pointing her, but rather a vanity of being
thought more chafte than I really was,
which kept me fo indeed, as to the a&,’
not only on this, but many other ren-
counters, though in heart and- thought
few men were more ftrangers to that vir-
“tue than I, even at thofe tender years; and
| .though religion, which, in all my foolith
cxtravagancies, I never once loft fight of,
held ftill fome check on my mind, yet
' . B 12
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it could hardly turn even the fcale againtt
any favourite paffion of mine, farther than
to make me condemn myfelf after having
yielded to it; fo that it wasrather the fear
of -a repulfe, “or fome other or worfe can-~
fequence that kept me from ﬂlcwmg an
. equal ardor for her, whatever opinion my
different behaviour might give her of me.
- The company and fhe were. no fooner
gone than I took the road to Avignon,
where I heard that my old counfellor was
_gone home, with his nephews, to my no
fmall gricf, efpecially as my pockets were
then low; the widow where we had
boarded very poor, and I had fo few
acquaintance'in that city ; however, I ven-
tured to ftay with heér till I could write to
my mother for a frefh fupply, or till fome-
thing better fell in my way, though I had
little reafon to expec any-fuccefs from ci-
ther; being by this time become very
thabby in cloaths and linnep, and more
indolent and ina&ive than ever. To ward
off, asmuch as poffible, the pungent mor-
tification of my prefent circumftances, I
had recourfe to my old ftratagem, of cloath~

ing myfelf with fome falfe merit for want
.of

[

]
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of a great one, and of pretending to be a
{ufterer for religion for a too great attach-
ment to the church, and laying moft of
the blame on my own father, as ufing
me the miore feverely on that account; all
which, though abominably falfe in" every
refpect, yet being too eafily liftened to by
fome of my acquaintance, efpecially among
-the friars, did gain me fo much pity and
‘ admlranon, as foothed my vanity for the
prcfcnt though it did not anfwer the
main end I propofed, its introducing me
into fomé new famxly as a tutor, and at
the farne time accounting, in fome tolera-
ble meafure, for the mean appearance I

then made.
I was about the fame time informed that,
the famed fair of Baucaire,. a city in Lan-~
guedoc, on the Rhone, and one of the
largeft fairs in Europe, was at hand, and
that among the great concourfe at it, [
might meet with fome of my own townf{-
men, from whom I might get a frefh fup-
‘. ply. I went accordingly, and found there
feveral merchants of my acquaintance, who
furnifhed me with as inuch money for the
prefent, as would jutt fervc, but, on the
I - next
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next day, when I expe@ed to have re=
ceived a much’ larger fum, I only et
with a fevere reprimand for my mean ap>
‘pearance, and for not having made a better
ufe ‘of the opportunities I had had of dif-
charging my mother from all future ex-
pences on my account. I excufed it as
well as I could to them, they being no
ftranigers to the great poverty, not to fay
univerfal mlfery, that then reigned at A-
vignon, where the ftreets abounded with
people, who, from living very comforta
- bly, and fome of them richly, on the filk
manufatare of the place, were, on the decay
of it, reduced to the loweft degree of beg~
gary. They told me, that though that was
too' truly the cafe of the tradeﬁnen, yet_
“the priefts and monks lived in as much
plenty as ever, and a lad of my parts and
learning might eafily have found means to
have’ recommended himfelf, to fome of
them, inftead of appearing in fuch a guife
as I did, and which they faid made them
apprehcnﬁve I had taken up fome ill
courfes, This cenfure, which was no lefs
unjuft than fevere, if they fpoke what they
thought, did cut me to the heart; for no

. youth
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_youth could be more free from the. vices

of-drinking, gaming, intriguing, &c. than
I was. Happy it would have been for.
me if I could have as eafily dxfculpated
myfelf from thofe of indolence, vanity,
and bad ceconomy; for thefe were the.
true fources of- my misfortunes, infomuch
that I am perfuaded, if they had fupplied
me with as great a fum, .as I.could in
reafon have defired, I fhould have been
induced to have laid out the greateft part
of it in fuch curious nicknacks. and trifles
as that fair affords, efpecially of the mufi-

‘cal kind; for I had already, in that fhort

interval, agreed for a good number of
them ; but whether they had fet any body
to watch my motions, and guefled at the
prepofterous ufe I thould make of what
money they might lend me, or whatevet
other reafon they might have, they abfo-
lutely refufed o’ let me have even fo much

"as would bring me back to Avignon; fo

l

that one may eafily imagine the dnfmal

_plight I was in all the way thither,’ to fay

nothing of that mortification I {hould meet
with aulong my acquaintance: there 3t my
ill fuccefs. I found, howcver, a plaufible

12 excufe

4
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excufe for it, by pretending that I was
come a day or two too late, and that the
merchants were, by that time, 6 fhort of -
ccath that they could not fupply me, -but
that they would remit me what I wanted
foon after their return home. I likewife
told my old. landlady, to whom I was
hardly indebted for a quarter of a year’s
board and lodging, that I expe@ed two of
them to be there fhortly at an approaching
fair, which was aCtually true, and fhe
-knew and dealt with one of them for fome
fort of goods, fo that had I had the pa-
tience to have ftaid till then, ‘my mother,
who had expreffed no fmall refentment at
their ungenerous refufal, would not have
failed fending me a freth fupply by them;
whereas,. hearing: that 1 had left the place,
the fent only what would pay the poor wo-
rhan, whilft I, unknown to her, or any one
elfe, had taken a refolution to return home,

bare as I was of money and cloaths.
_Tlately took notice of my thameful pre-
tence of being a kind of fufferer for reli-
gion, to fome of my acquaintance, and
tho’ vanity and my then ill plight was my
only incentive to it, T began now to think
‘ it



( 117 )
it might be made a means of facilitating:
my long journey homewards ; I went ac-
cordingly and furnithed myfelf with a kind
of pafs, or certificate, at a proper oflice,
fignifying that I was a young ftudent in-
theology, of Irith extra@&, and that I had
left the country for the fake of religion,
by which is commonly implied the Ro-
man Catholic, and that I was then going
on a pilgrimage to Rome. Thig abfurd
and falfe affertion coft.me fince mapy a
. fhameful lye to make it pafs for current,
efpecially as often .as-Y met with any per-
fons who had any tolerable” knowledge of
Irith affairs, to which I was an utter
ftranger, I did, indeed, know feveral
Englith and Irith, who had . followed king
James s fortune, and were well rcfpe&ed
in France, Italy, &c, but my vanity could
not be fatisfied' with the credit of paffing
for the fon of fome one of them ; I wanted
to have it thought my-own voluntary a,
that I forfook that country and my parents,
. and fortune, for the fake of religion. Had
the fecretary, -from whom 1 had procured
that certificate, beén ever.{o little diffident,
Iy very name, which had nothing of Irifh

I3 . of

!
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or Englith, but which my pride would not -
Ict me forego, becaufe it had fomething
of quality in it, wou]d‘eaﬁly have difco-
vered the roguery of the pretence; and
this I mention to thew my rathnefs and
ignorance, of which I fhall give a fur-
ther inftance, in the method I took
immeédiately after obtaining the pafs, to
equip myfelf in a pilgrim’s garb; for I was
"not in a condition to purchafe one, tho'
it confifted only of a long ftaff handfomely
turned, and a fhort leathern. or oil-cloth
doak not unlike what the women call a
pelerine. However, Thad obferved fuch a
one in a chapel belonging to a parifli-
church, and dedicated to a miraculous faint,
which, I fuppofe; had been fet up there as
a monument of gratitude by fome wan-
dering pilgrim come to the end of his jour-
ney. The chapel was never without a
number of devotees, who prayed and burnt
tapers before the image of the faint; but
this did not deter me from venturmg in,
and taking both ftaff and cloak away at
noon-day ; had I been examined about it,
I was only furnithed with a-juvenile pre-

" . fence, that I looked upon it to be fet up.

therg
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there to accommodate fueh pilgrims as
could not otherwife provide themfelves with -
it. How far fuch a poor excufe might have
gone I know not, neither did I trouble
my head about it; however, I efcaped
without fuch an enquiry, and carried it off
unmolefted, and made what hafte Icould”
to fome private corner, where I threw the |
cloak over my fhoulders, and walked with
a fan&ified gravity with the flaff in my
hand, till 1 was got opt of the city.
Being thus accoutred, and furnifhed: with
a pafs to my mind, I began at all propeg
places to beg my way in a fluent Latin;
accofting only clergymen, - or perfons
of figure, by whom I could be under-
ftood, and was moft likely to be relieved ;
and I found them moftly fo generous.and
credulous, that had I had the leaft propen-
fity to provide for hereafter, I might eafily
have faved a goad deal of money, and put
myfelf into 2 much more creditable garb, -
before I had gone thnough a. fcore or two
.of miles; but fuch was my vanity and ex-
travagance, that as foon as I had goét what
I thought a fufficient viaticam, I begged
no more, but viewed every thing worth
) fecing.

]
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feeing, then retired to fome inn, where
I fpent my money as freely as I got it,
not without fome fuch aukward tokens of
generofity, as better fuited with my vanity
* than my prefent circumftances. The nearer
I drew to my native place, the more irre-
. {folute I grew, whether I fhould pay a vi- |
fit to my mother, or continue my journey
to Rome; the concern I knew the muft
be in about me, ftrongly inclined me to
the former, but my uncommon mean garb,
which was become on]y more fcandalous
by the length of the journey, made me fo
athamed to be feen either by her, or any
of my friends, that I fully refolved on the
‘latter I'had, in-order to it, wheeled a-
bout to the left, to leave the place at fome
twenty or thirty miles diftance, and was
goi into 2 fmall town where I little ex-
pe@ed to be known, when venturing o
the Sunday into the-church,- at the time of
high mafs, I was furprifed to fee fome
perfons, efpecially 'two or three. gentle-
women, whofe chief refidencé was at
my native city, but who it feems were
fpending part of the fammier at that place,
and who, in fpxght of my being thus .
tran{
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tranfmogrified, did eafily recall me to mind,
and gave me to underftand they did. 1
was fo thocked at it, that I left the church
at the moft folemn part of the fervice,
when they were moft intent on their de-
votions, not caring to ftand an examen
from them, and made the beft of my way
through private paths, to avoid being caught
if purfued. Whether I was fo:I know
not, but the fight of them made fuch a
ftrong impreflion on my mind, .and raifed
fuch an earneft defire in me of feeing -
once more that beloved. city, efpecially
confidering that it was- now impofiible to
conceal either my way of travelling, or
mean appearance from my friends, that as
foon as I thought imyfelf out of the reach
of a purfuit, I took the dire&t road home-
ward, with an intent to go and fatisfy my
poor anxious mother, before.the got. the
intelligence from other hands, and confult
with her, whether I fhould purfue my
journey to Rome, or-get into any other
way (he liked better. And Ionly took care
to enter the city in the dusk of the even-
ing, and got to her houfe unperceived by
any but thofe of the family.

\ . My
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My poor mother was glad to fee me, tho’
forry to behold the mean garb I was in,
" and failed not, though with her ufual ten-
dernefs, to chide me, for havmg '‘made {o
bad an ufe of the opportunities, fhe fup-
pofed Ihad had, of pufhing my fortune,
~ which, fhe knew as well asI, was but too
much owing to my indolence. Much
more reafon would the have had to chide
me, had fhe known how much of my
time I had trifled away during the laft
year and half I had been abfent from her;
but that I concealed from her, and the
" good woman was fometimes inclined to
think, that my too great eagernefs after
my ftadies had made me neglelt every
thing elfe. ‘But I was greatly furprifed
at the end of two or three days, during
which I had kept as much from fight as
I could, to hear her propofe to me, fince
T had found out fo cheap, fafe, and eafy
a way. of travelling, to go and pay a vifit
to my father, who then lived fome hun-
dreds 'of miles from her, and try what I
*could get him to do for me; and I had
the more reafon to wonder at her propo-
fal, becaufe fhe knew, as well asI, thata
tradef~
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tradefman of our town, who had been
with him about two or three years before,
had brought us a very indifferent account
of his circumftances. This made me fu-
fpett that a coufin of mine, and a great fa-
yourite of hers, whofe fortune was in no
wife fuitable to his h:gh {pirit, had put
that ftrange proje¢t in her head, that I
might be far enough out of the way of
obﬁru&ing her kindnefs to him. Whe-
ther there was any real foundation-for my
fufpicion, 1-cannot fay,” but the furprize *
fhe. obferved me to be in ‘at her propofal,
made fuch an” impreffion upon her, that
the forgot nothing that could aflure me of
‘her maternal and. unalterable tendernefs,
‘alledging that -the only wanted to be bet-
" “ter fatisfied of the condition my father was
in, than fhe was from the report of the
tradefman above mentioned, and addmg, ’
that in cafe I found it not to my liking,
and him as tender as I mlght expe&, .fhe
charged me exprefsly to leave him, and
come back to her as foon as poﬂiblc, and
by no means’ to ftay longer than a year
from her, unlefs I could convince her that
it was very much to my advantacre

Being
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chg thus far fatisfied of her maternal af-
fe&ion, I eaﬁly confented to take the
journey, having by that time contradted
an inclination to ramble and fee new coun-
tries, and as it was a Jong and dangerous
one, we thought it improper to alter my
drefs, the meanefs of which would rather
be a fafeguard ; however, fhe thought fit
to few up a fmall quantity of gold to my
cloaths, which, fhe faid, would ferve to buy
me fome better ones, when I.came near

"the end of my journey. My ftaff and
cloak, with the addition of a long loofe
‘gown, made of a light kind of black buck-
ram to cover the r‘cﬂ: from duft, were fent
by a man to a place on the road, about
four miles off ; and very early in the morne
ing I took a forrowful leave of my mo-
ther, and (he of me, and fhe repeated -
her charge to me to return to her, if I did
not find things to my fatisfation. When
I came to the place where my pilgrim’s
drefs waited for me, I put it on, and went
on not without a heavy heart, tho’ with-
out the leaft doubt of my mother’s con-~
ftant affeGion. My direct rout was thro'
the firft great univerfity where I had be-
g gan
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gan to ftudy theology, fo that I was forced
to wheel about to avoid it, for fear of being
known. All the reft of the way I wasan
utter ftranger to, and I met frequently with
" fome obje&s that made me fhrink, tho' it
was a confiderable high road; now and then
at fome lonely place lay the carcafeof a man
rotting and ftinking on the ground by the
way-fide, with a rope about his neck,
which was faftened to a poft about two
or three yards diftance, and thefe were the
bodies of highwaymen, or rather of fol-
diers, failors, mariners, or even galley-
flaves, difbanded after the peace,of Ref-
wick, who, having neither home nor occu-
pation, ufed to infeft the roads in troops,
* plunder towns and- villages, and when ta-
ken were hanged at.the county-town by
dozens, or even fcores fometimes, after
which their bodies were thus expofed a-
long the highway in ferrorem. At .other
places one met with croffes, either of wood
or ftone, the higheft not above two or
three feet, with infcriptions to this pur-
port; < pray for the foul of A.B. or of 2
«¢ ftranger that was found murdered on this

s«fpot,” 'Thefe deterring objects made me
' , oo willing

»
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willing to affociate myfelf to fome fel-
low-travellers: whom I met on the fame
road ; but fuch was my vanity, that T never
renewed the pilgrim’s trade of begging
whilft any of my money lafted, but was
rather lavith of it on fome of them, tho’
+ 1 know not how foon I might feel the
want of it; and I had not refumed it long
before I met with fuch a mortification as
madc me heartily -rcp'ent of my folly, I
was to go through the- celebrated city of
Lyons, abounding with :he fineft buildings
and other curiofities, which I was very de-
firous to fee ; and when I came to one of
the gates, was asked by an officer, in a li-
very like our beadles, whether I wanted a
viaticum ? Not knowing the confequence of
his queftion, I anfwered in the affirmative,
and was bid immediately to follow him. I
‘was furprifed at the length of the way he
led'me, and obferved feveral fine churches,
palaccs, fquares, &c. which I ftood ftill
to admire, but was not-fuffered to do fo
long ; and at length after about an hour
and half’s’ good walking, was told, that
that was the oppofite gate at which I-was

to
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to go out and purfue my journey ; he then
" clapped a couple of pence into my hand,
and told me, that I muft not venture back
into the city under fome fevere punifh-
ment, and left me quite aftonithed and
- unable to reply. As foon as I had reco-~
vered myfelf, I began to refle&t on my ex-
travagance and difappointment in a moft
lively manner, but thought it beft, how-
ever, to follow his advice, rather than ex-
pofe myfelf to. fome fhameful treatment,
if I attempted to return. What increafed
my concern was, the fear of finding the
-fame method obferved in every great-city
I came to, but, happily for me; it proved
otherwife, and I not only went through
them all without moleftation, but ftaid
in fome of them long enough to view
every thing worth feeing, and to converfe
with’ men of learning. and piety, from
whom 1 received fome tokens of, their _

generofity. ’
The misfortune was, -that my rathnefs and
vanity would not fuffer me to keep within
" due bounds, but I muft fet myfelf off to
the higheft advantage, by, pretending to
greater merit and learning than was confift-
o ent
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* ent even with common prudence, as it ex= -
pofed me to the continual danger of a fhame-
ful difcovery. I took notice heretofore
how little progrefs I had made in the
Greek tongue, rather through the igno-
rance and negle& of fome of my teachers,
than want -of capacity or application, but
now I pretended to be not only mafter of
it, but likewife in fome meafure of the
Hebrew, though I knew not a fingle let-
ter of the latter, and had enly feen fome:
Hebrew books belonging to ‘the Jews of
Avignon, by which I juft could diftinguifh
that from other chara&ers; the truth is,
that neither that nor any of the oriental
' tongues, nor even the Greek, were much
ftudied by the clergy; fo I was not under
any great danger on that account, though'
I own I have been fometimes foiled at
the latter, becaufe I commonly addreffed
.myfelf to the priefts, among whom I met,
now and then, . with one who underftood
“it. T muft alfo acknowledge that I found
the generality of them very charitable,
and fome of them even generous, though
it the more redounds tomy fhame, feeing

neither the meannefs of my ‘garb, of
which
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_which yet T was not a little athanied, nor
\he mortifying accidents that had happened
to me could prevail upon me to fave a fhil-
ling towards buying any thing better. I
had indeed fome hopes to do fo, as I*
came nearer to my father, but here I was
again juftly difappointed ; the two or three
laft provinces I was to pafs through, hav=
ing béen greatly impoverithed, and even
laid wafte by the late war, fo thatT found
the clergy here lefs rich and generous; and
fo great poverty reigned among the laity,
that I had much ado to get fufficient fub-
fittance among them. I fhould likewife
obferve here, that every town, or even
village I came through, bhad a number of
Lutherans and Calvinifts, who were fill
in a worfe condition, infomuch “that their
minifters were obliged to keep fome poo?
inn or alehoufe for fubfiftance; {fo that
by that time I had reached my father-I
was quxtc pennylcfs and threadbare. [ pre-
fently, however, made myfelf known.to-
« him, though to his great furprife, not only
on that account, but as it was fach an un-
expected vifit; of which he had not hagd theg -
L*Laﬂ notlce gwen hxm nor did at all -
~ K - dream

. . . ,
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dream of. 'The city where I methim be-

ing about three or four. miles from bhis
houfe; he clapped a fmall piece in my hand,
and dire¢ted me to a houfe where I might
get fome refrefhment, and towards night
condu&ted me to his own home, which
I was not a little furprifed to find even
meaner than our townfman had defcribed
to my mother and me. Here he bid me
a freth and moft tender welcome, and ex-
prefled fuch a vifible concern that he was
not able to give me at leaft as good enter-
tainment as I had been vfed to with my
mother, that I was hardly able to make
him a proper anfwer,

. And indeed the difference I'found between
the two places, the forlorn condition I faw
myfelf in, the mean figure I made in an
cbfcure kind of village, my being how not
only out of the way of any improvement,

‘but in danger of lofing what I had got,
afforded me fuch a dnfmal profpe&, that I
could not eaﬁ]y conceal my uneafinefs,
and, in a little time, a more than ordinary
defire of returning to my old home, fince
this new one was in every refpe& fo little
inviting to me, He found it no lefs diffi

’ cuit
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tlt to conceal his diflike of my returning
my mother, and tried all he could to
diffuade me from it. He advifed me to,
try my fortune at two or three neighbour-
ing cities or univerfities, and. I complied
with his defire, but found much greater
difcouragements than I could expe@ ¢ firft,
the Jefuits were the teachers in all of them,
and I had ftudied with the Dominicans,
between whom and them there never was.
“a right underftanding, but rather quite the
contrary, I was got into a new country,
(Germany) where the pronunciation of the
Latin differed fo much from that I had
been ufed to, that though no one could
fpeak it more fluently than I, T neither
could underftand them, nor make myfelf
underfiood by them, without the greateft
difficulty. ‘The country had been fo riin=
~ ed by the war, that thofe few mendi-
cant fcholars that remained in thofe uni«
" verfities *, might be rather faid to ftarve than

to

¥ % Mot of the univerfities of Germany have a number of
thefe mendicant fludents, who, as foon as the fchool.-hours
are over, g0 along the fireets from houfe to houfe, fing-
ing fome pious Latin verfes to excite people’s charitys
and, in fome opulent cmes, get_engugh to live well and
v’ 2 come
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to fubfit. My youth and ignorance of the
German tongue, as well as my foreig:l
pronunciation of the Latin and Qreek,
would likewife have difqualified me for
being a tator in any family, had there
been any ina condition to have maintained
one; fo that after all my efforts, which I
rather tried out of obedience to my fa-
ther, than any likely hopes I could have
of fuccefs, I returned to him re infelta,
all which only ferved to revive my defires of
returning to my mother. But he being
ftill as averfe to it as ever, bethought him-
felf of a new way to diffuade me from it,
and with fo much art at the fame time,
that I could ‘not difcover his aim. He
had feen the greateft part of Europe, and

gomfortably, and to by all the books that are neceffary
for them, by which means fome of them become very
learned men, and get to good preferment; but as it was
quite otherwife in thefe, and, indeed, every city alonig the
Rhine," quite down below the great city of Cologn (where
the French forces had caufed fuch dreadful delapidations
as could not be feen without horror); thefe univerfities
had been long fince forfaken by all thofe mendicant ftu.
dents, who could no longer find means of fubfifting
them. And this I afterwards obferved to be the cafe in
every place where the French troops had been, as I may
have further occafion to fhew in-the fequel,

could
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Xuld give an extraordinary account of it
underftood feveral of its languages,
particularly the .Italian, French, Spanifls
and German, and expatiated much on the
advantages he had gained by travelling ;
and exprefled, at fome diftance, a defire
that I thould vifit feveral of thofe coun-
tries I had not yet feen, particularly thofe
of Holland, Flanders, and Brabant, which
he highly' commended for their opulence,
and the great number of learned men they
produced, and expatiated much on their
hofpitality, generofity, and fondnefs for men
of parts ‘and genius, and how greatly I
might be admired and promoted there on
account of my learning, knowledge of
languages and fciences, and for havmg al-
ready travelled through fo -many confider-’

able parts of the world, all which he faid
was the more furprifing, as I was ftill fo

very young, for I was then hardly full fix-
teen years old.. He could not indeed
have found a more effeCtual way than
_that of foothing my Vamty, to make me
give wholly. into his views, and as to the
objedtion of the want of money, confi-
dering how well acquainted I was with the

o - K3 o 0wy
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way of travelling at free-coft, he faid
could not but promife myfelf much better
faccefs through thofe countries, where the
peoples generofity was equal to their known
opulence,

I was now (unknown to him) to think of
fome more cunning, fafe, and effeGtual
way of travelling ‘than that I had followed
in my two former journies; and fince I
found that my paffing for an Irithman
and a fufferer for religion, did not only
expofe ‘me to the danger of being difco-
vered, but came fhort of the merit and
admiration I had expected from it, I re-
folved on a new project, which, though
equally hazardous, I had not fenfe. enough
to forefee, and.tho’ ftill more dithoneft,
I had not virtue enough to deter me from,
T fay, unknown to my father, for I had
carefully concealed all the vile indirect
pretences I had already ufed, and much
more was I now obliged to do fo, know-
ing him to be fo upright and religious a
man, that I thould not only have incurred
his utmoft anger, but that he would like-
. wife have taken all poffible méans to have
deterred me from, or 'dlﬁlppomted me jn :
ltq

\
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it. I recolleed, that whilft I was learn-
&ng humanity, rhetoric and geography with
the Jefuits, I had heard them fpeak of the
Eaft-Indies, China, Japan, &c. and ex-
patiate much in praife of thofe countries,
and the ingenuity of the inhabitants. The
idea they had given us of them was indeed .
too general and imperfe&t, at leaft what I
remembered of it, was by far too fhort
and confufed, for a perfon of the leaft pru-
dence or forecaft to have built fuch a wild
proje& upon, becaufe all* the notion they
had given us of ir, was only from their
maps and comments upon them, for
they’ made ufe of geographical books.
Howgver,. I was rafh enough to think,
that what T wanted of a right knowledge
of them, I might make up by the ﬁrenvth
of a pregnant invention, in which I ﬁat-
tered myfelf "I might fucceed the more.
eafily, as I fuppofed they were {o little
known by the generality of EuroPeans,
that they were -only looked upon, in the
lump, to be Antipodes to them in almoft
every refpect, as religion, manners, drefs,
&c. - This was my “crude notion of the
~ matter, whxcb ok thought afforded a vaft
' . K- 4 {cope

1
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{cope to a fertile fancy to work upon, and f
I had no miftruft of myfelf on that head f
I had likewife heard that their way of writ-
ing differed very much from ours, but -
how, and in what, I was altogether igno-
rant, or had quite forgot it, and fo took
" it into my head, that like the Hebrew, and
other oriental tongues I had heard of, they
muft write from the right to the left, and
on this puerile fuppofition,- I fet about ex-
cogitating of an alphabet that might an-
fwer my purpofe. ‘Another thing that
thewed ‘my inconfiderate folly was, that
tho’ I could not but know that the Greeks
and Hebrews had particular names for
their letters, .it never came once into my
héad to imitate ‘them in that, as I hadin
the figures, powers, &c. of fome of the
letterson a fuppolition, that as they might
flow originally from the fame fountain, fo
they. might be reafonably imagined to re-
tain flill fome kind of refemblance. The
truth is, my time was fhort, and know-
ledge in what I went about fo very fmall
and confufed, and what I.did was by ftealth,
and fear of being detected by my father;
that T was foon after made fenfible of my

- want "



( 137)
want of forecaft, when I came to con
yerfe with proper judges, and found the
neceflity not only of inventing names for
the letters, but to make feveral amend-
ments to my wild fcheme, as I beeame
better acquainted with thofe Eaftern coune
tries.
However, conﬁdenng my tender years,
fmall experience, and other fuch difad~
vantages, I have had fince no fmall caufe
to wonder how 1 could excogitate not only
fuch an alphabet, and names of letters,
but likewife many other particulars - e-
qually difficult, fuchas aconfiderable piece
of a new language and grammar, a new
divifion of the year into twenty months,
a new religion, &c. and all out of my
own head, in order to ftuff them into
that moft abominable romance which:-I
publifhed foon after'my coming into Eng-
land, and which occafioned fuch variety of
opinions concerning it, and its fhamelefs
author ; fome thinking it above the capa-
city of {uch a young fcllow to invent, and
others believing it the refult of long thought
and contrivance, Alas, for me, my fancy
was but -tqo fcmle and- ready for all fuch
things,
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things,” when'I fet about them, and whc’y
any queftion has been ftarted on a fudde
about matters I was ever fo unprepared
for, I feldom found myfclf at a lofs for
-a quick anfwer, which, if fatisfactory, I
ftored up in my retentive memory. But
to return to my alphabet, as foon as I had
finifhed it to my mind, I began to inure
my hand to write it with fome readinefs,
that it might upon occafion appear natural
to me, which I found the more difficult,
as_ I never was expert at my pen, and was
quite unufed to this backward way of
writing ; and this obliged me to alter the
form of fome-of them, for the more eafy
tracing them with the pen, and.to con-
trive fome abreviations and joining of let-
ters, and other fuch improvements for ex-
pedition, which done, I thought myfelf
fufficiently prepared for paffing fora Japanefe
converted to Chriftianity, "The onlydifficulty
was, how to reconcile this new and vile
affumption with my Avignon certificate,
which was not to be done but by copy-
ing it anew, rand altering it where I faw
fit, and clapping the feal from the origi-
nal one to the counterfeit; but though I

: was’
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was rcady enough ap wording it to my
\mind, I wrote fo indifferent a hand, that
it could never pafs for that of a fecretary
of a vice-legate, and to have had it done
by a better peoman was too difficult and
hazardous for me to venture. At length
I thought it fafeft to truft to my copying
it as well as I'could, with its flourithesand
ornaments, thoughl did itin fuch a coarfe
and clum{y manner, that it would hardly
have pafled for a tolerable counterfeit.
‘There was likewife another danger of a dif-
covery from the different marks and make
- of the German and Avignon paper, but
that never came then in my head ; fo that
having made what alterations I thought
proper in the tenor of the pafs, ‘and clap-
ping the old feal to it, I made no difficulty
to truft the reft to fortune, and took a
melancholy leave of my poor father, who
fhed abundance of tears over me, and
withed me all pofiible bleffings and fuc-
cefs, not dreaming how little this new pro-
je&t of mine deferved of either ; and when
D was gat at fome diftance from him, I
put on my old pilgrim’s habit, and began
my journey with 3 kind .of heavy heart,

accords

]
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according to the rout he had penned down /
for me, and which was quite oppofite to
that which would have brought me to my
own home, I had, indeed, taken care to
write to my anxious mother, and to ac-

" quaint her with what had pafled between

my father and me, and with my defire of
taking a tour into the Low Countries be-
fore I returned to her, but I had afterwards
reafon to fear, that the melancholy ftyle
*.in which it was worded, did rather increafe
‘than mitigate her concern for her now
really worthlefs fon ; for, from that time,
neither fhe, nor yet my father, ever heard
of ‘me more, nor I of them, and, in all
likelihood, both of them have bewailed
my lofs at a much greater rate than. I de-
ferved, if it did not prove the means of
fhortening their days.
The reader may fee by all this, what a
rath and abandoned fellow I was, how
loft to all fenfe of religion, nature and rea- -
fon, and how I expofed myfelf to {g many
dangcrs, over head and ears, to’indulge a fa-
vourite paffion, and without the leaft profpect
of reapmg any benefit from it, or even aim-
ing at it, HOWCver, this is nothing in
‘ com-
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parifon .of what is to follow, and it is ra«
ther a wonder that fo bad a beginning, fo
ill concerted, and worfe followed, hath
not had a more dreadful ending, ‘and ‘I
can only afcribe it-to the undeferved mercy
of God, that it did not end in my total
ruin of body and foul. And I muft defire
the reader to bear ftill in mind the confi-
deration of my tender years, and the dif-
advantages of my wrong education, 'if he
intends to read what js to follow with any
tolerable patience, at Ieaft till he comes to
[ome more agreeable fcenes: In the mean
time, as Iam now entering into One of the
blackeft (hame arid guilt, I fincerely pro-
teft, that it is the fartheft from my heart
to aggravate or extenuate cither, in order
to render the following account more fur-
prizing or agreeable, buttoreldte the whole
with the fame fincerity, as I fhould be
willing to do it, or with it to have been
done, at my laft moments. And Ihope I
thall be. the more readily believed, as I do
prit dc% n ta have it prmted till after my

¢ ath, when all finifter views will be quite
taken away, and nothing be able to yield
any fatlsfaé‘uon on the other fide of the
grave,
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grave, but the confcioufnefs of its fincetity,
efpecially confidering that I fhall leave nei- {
ther children nor relations to reap any be-
nefit from this narrative, Bat to return to
my propofed rout :

I was at firft to vifit all the confiderable
‘cities on'both fides of the Rhine, as they
lay in my way to that of Cologn, whither
I pretended :to go on a religious pilgrimage
to the three kings, whofe remains are faid
to be there interred in the cathedral ¥, to
which there is a great refort ‘of devotees
almoft all the year: for the Germans are
equally fond of pilgrims that come to any
of their great faints, as the Italians are of
thofe that come to Rome o Loretto, or

* Thoft were the wife men that came to worfhip our
Tnfant Savionr, and are, by the church of Rame, ftiled
kings, and pretended to have been oaly three, whom they
call Gafpar, Melchior and Balthazar; the legend adds, that
upon their being waraed a0t to return to Jerufalem, they
took the way to Cologn, and died, and were buried
there. Their heads are expofed.in a flately fhrinc be-
hind the great altar every Wednefday, and they fhew you
the gate by the Rhine-fide, at which ;c is pretended they
came in by, and which hath been fitce walled, 'This
Cathedral doth likewife eontain a number of other relicks,
and miraculous piftures to feed the devotion of the vulgar,
and bring a conftant concourfe of people thither.
the .
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the Spaniards to thofe that go to St. Jago:
de Compo{’cella fo that I did not doubt of
Theeting with a kind recéption wherever 1
came. I fhall not take up the reader’s
time in dcfcnbmg the places I .came
through, that being much better done in
books of travels; but only obferve, that I
found them all in a moft difmal plight,
moft of the fine buildings ruinated, noble
palaces with only the bare walls, half de-
molifhed, cathedrals, and other flately
churches, built of the fineft marble and
other coftly fones finely carved, battered
half down, and nothing left fit for'divine
fervice but the choir or chancel, which in
mary places were quite unroofed, and only
thatched with ftraw. All the reft appear-
ed in a ftill more woeful condition, where~'
ever the conquering arms of Lewis XIV.
had penetrated, for this was but a few
years after the peace of Refwick, fo that
they had not had time to recover them-
felves from thefe dreadful ravages.
An accident happened to me before I had
gone far, which, had I been lefs rath and
incanfiderate, might have deterred me
from purfuing my fham pilgrimage farthc;.

. ' ¢
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It was at the city ‘of Landau, garrifon-
" ed by the French, and commanded by
an old experienced officer, and was then a
very ftrong place, and the laft town they
had in Alface. The familiarity I was obs
ferved to carry on with fome of the infe-
rior officers and foldiers:of the garrifon,
who were pleafed with the whimfical ac-
count I gave of myfelf and my pretended
countty; made me fufpected of being a
{py, and -as fuch I was accordingly con-
ducted by a file of mufqueteers to the go-
vernor, who, not being fatisfied with my
account, ordered me to be fent to gaol,
where I wis at firft confined in a noifome
place for. fome hours, but afterwards ad-
mitted to the liberty of the prifon till the
" next day, when I was condued in the
fame manner out of the city, and forbid,
under the fevereft penalties, to return into
it*, This dreadful cfcape might, one

would

* In that fabulous account I gave of myfelf, prefixed to
the hitory of Formofa, I pretended to have been feized
here for taking a plan of the fortifications of the place,
which was abfolutely falfe; for though I had done fo more
than once in my native country, where I could give no
umbrage, I was not fo ftupid as to do fo in this ; neither
o was -

) J
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would think, have opened my eyes to fee
the folly and danger of my ill-concerted
fcheme, as well as reminded me of my
promife of returning to my poor anxious
miother, if I did not think fit to .ftay with
my father. But my religion and prudence
were much of a piece, juft fufficient to
make me apply myfelf to heaven in time
of danger, which was no fooner blawn
over, but I as quickly forgot what I owed
to either, except that I looked on myfelf
as obliged -to affift at the church offices,
fuch as mafs, vefpers, &c. as often as
opportunity offered, which I continued do-
ing till a more. wicked and abominable
project made me leave it off. Thefe par-
ticulars may perhaps bé thought too tri-
fling to my readers to be worthy inferting,
but to me they appear in a quite other
light, and do but too plainly thew how
naturally one mifcarriage draws ona worfe,_.

was it confiftent with my fcheme to pretend to any fkill in
drawing and fortifications. However, as to the governor
of the place it is moft likely that my youth and fimplicity
moved his pity more than any credit he could give to what
I faid for myfelf ; for excepting my makinga longer ftay in
it than is ufual for pnlgnms, there had been’ nothing faid
or done by me, that could give the Jcaloufy of my bemg a
U

- L : Wherc
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where religion dnd reafon have unhappily-
loft their influence, or yiclded it to a predo-
minant and ungovernable paﬁion, and how
eaﬁly the indulging of it will, by de-
grees, come to quench all remorfe and
convifion, and unlefs the Divine Grace
interpofes, hurry a man into utter perdi-
tion. And as no man hath more fenfibly
felt the fad effeéts of the one, as well a3 -
the blefled ones of the other, what can I
do lefs than acknowledge and adore that
divine and undeferved mercy, to which a-
Ione I owe fo great, and I hope effeCtual,
deliverance ? And what caufe have I not
to be, to the hlghef’c degree, thankful that
1 had fuch early impreffions of religion
inculcated into my mind, and which tho’
fupprefled and {mothered for a long time,
by the violence of -a favourite vice, did
yet, in God’s own time, bring me ‘into a
fenfe and abhorrence of my paft follies,
and, in fome meafure, -drove me from the
~moft dreadful danger into- the arms of a
merciful and forgiving Saviour, and that
in fo wonderful and unhoped for a manner,
that it was impoflible for me to attribute
the
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.tht bleffed change to any thing but td a
. fupernatural grace and mercy?
I thall, ‘however, in the fequel, be more
fuccin&, efpecially in my account of what
~ happened to me from Landau, to the fa-
tal-time in which' I was unwarily drawn
into the moft abandoned piece of impof-
ture, that of my pretended converfion to
Chriftianity by Dr. James, then chaplain
to a Scotch regiment garrifoned at Sluys;
for to mention all thofe particulars would
not only appear.a moft ftupid and tedious,
but an almoft incredible feries of the moft
unaccountable follies and difafters that any
rath youth could fall into: It will be fuf-
ficient to fay, that I travelled feveral hun--
dred leagues through Germany, Brabant
and Flanders, under the notion of a Japa-
nefe ‘converted to Chriftianity by fome
jefuit miflionaries, and brought to Avig-
non, by them to be farther inftructed, as -
well as to avoid the dreadful punithment
inflicted on all that turn Chriftians in the
dominions of the emperor of Japan. In
purfuance of which thameful pretence, I
kept upan outward form or religion, was

frequcnt at church, and was fometimes
L2 - affeed
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affected with thofeduties, and, at othertimes,
pinched with a tranfient remorfe and thame
at the confcioufnefs of the wicked part I was.
thenacting. My fluencyin the Latintongue,
and {mattering of other branches of learn~
_ing, efpecially logic, philofophy and the-
ology, of which my tenacious memory ftill
" preferved fome of the moft curious parts,
joined to the flagrant account I gave of
myfelf, procured me, indeed, more re-
gard and a greater fhare of beneficence,
than was commonly fthewed to other tra-
vellers or pilgrims, but my careleflnefs and
extravagance not fuffering me to lay out
.any money in drefs, or even linnen, to
keep me clean and decent, I, by degrees,
made fo difmal and fhabby an appearance,
that I outdid the very common beggars,
and this misfortune brought on worfe upon
me. For firft, it gave fuch an ill face and
difcredit to all my pretences, as all my
learning could not counterbalance; and
_ 2dly, when I came into fome confiderable
cities, which I was" defirous to fee, and
where they have hofpitals for pilgrims and
firangers, with fuitable accommodations
according to their rank, appearance, or re-

commendation,

-
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. commendation, I fhewed, in vain, my .
counterfeit pafs, which, if I had beenina
better trim, would, from the advantageous
manner in which I had drefled it, have
procured a much better reception; thofe
who attend on fuch occafions would fel-
dom give themfelves the trouble of read-
ing it, though I begged of them fo to do,
but, taking it for granted, that I was one
of the loweft rank, or deferving to be
treated as fuch, did generally herd me a-
mong the meaneft, by which I faw my-
felf in a fhort time covered with rags and
yermine, and infected with a moft virulent
itch. 'This difmal plight, one would have’
thought fufficient, to roufe me from my
fenfelefs lethargy, and make me follow the
example of the returning Prodigal, efpe-
cially, as I found, to my great mortification,
that all my fair thew of learning, made me
appear now only the more defpicable in
the eyes of the foberer part ; for how could
even thofe, who gave any credit to what

. I told them; forbear fuppofing that I muft

have been guilty of fome great enormity,

or elfe the Jefuits, by whom I pretended
to have been brought out of Japan into

" L 3 Avignon,
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Avignon, would never have given me up
to fo fhameful a vagabond life; and no
doybt but the far greater part believed irall’
a forgery, though they did not think it.
worth the while to have me called to an
account for it. Thus did I find my affairs
grow from bad to worfe, infomuch that I
wis often pmched with ‘want, and glad-
-Would I"have-been to have returned home
to my mother ;but the thought of my pre-
fent condition. would not peérmit me to
think of it, ‘'ahd,- "perhaps, I could have
preferred any acath to fo gréat a morti--
fication as it would have been both to her’
and me. I have,.-however, had reafon to
think it a mercy’ that 1 had fuch an inve-
terate itch, added to all my other misfor~
turies; for I perceived that in feveral great
cities of Brabant and Flanders, there are a
fort of procurefles, who wandér about the
ﬂ:rcets under the chara¢terof “Bégines *,-

and'

# The true Begines are 2 good fort of Dnmarnedv\x 0-
' mén, who dedicate themfelves to works of charity; but
jndtead of being cloiftered up like the nuns, vxﬁ: the ‘houfrs
of the poorer fort, and ‘procure them all proper relicf
from  the charitable rich. They likewile' extend their
g,;lre to the fick, lame, pnfoners and ﬂrangers, and areg

, ‘known
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and pick up all the likely fellows they
meet with, in order to make a lewd trade
of them; and I being then very young,
fangume, and likely in pelfon have now
and then been invited and led by them in
a feeming hofpitable manner, to fome cha-
ritable ladies to receive, as was pretended,
fome token of their generoﬁty', but, in
reality, to return a lefs commendable one
to the benefaétrefs. But my diftemper,
whether or no it -was imagined to be of a
worfe kind than it was; proved fuch a
difguftfal bar, that I never was put to the
trial, otherwife I am f{ure neither my vir-
tue nor prudence would have - been proof
again& it; for though I was ther, abfolutely
innocent of any criminal commerce with
any of the fex, yet, circumflanced as I
was, 1 have reafon to believe I fhould eafily
have yielded at any hazard, and this fur-
ther confideration made me ftill more WC’II’y
of my wrctchednefs.

v

knOWn by a patticular plain drefs, not unlike that of the
nuns. But there arc alfo. many vile women, who, under
the cloak of that drefs and chara@ter, carry on'the trade
of pracureffes, and- are' but- too commenly encouraged
and- fup.Pmtcdam it, by the profligate rich and great,

. "_ e
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I was at length come to the celebrated city
of Liege, and ftayed fome time there, to -
view all the curiofities of the place, and at
night fook up my lodging at the hofpital,
where we were likewife allowed fome kind
of fupper. There I was informed that an
officer was arrived at one of the fuburbs
belonging to the Dutch, who inlifted peo-
ple into the Dutch fervice, and gave good
encouragement to. fuch vagrants as appear-
ed fit to carry amufket. - I had no great
hopes that I fhould pafs mufter with him,
being both too young and fhort, as I
thought, for his purpofe: howcver, I're-
folved to try, and foon perfuaded half a
dozen of my fellow ragamuffians to follow
me; but as nobody could have a greater
averfion than I to a foldier’s life, by what
I had feen at my native place, where was
always kept a ftrong garrifon, I began to
with I might meet with a repulfe. The
reft were prefently inlifted by the pretend-
ed officer, for he only bought them to fell
them again; but when he came to me,
and had héard my patched up flory, in-
ftead of feeming difcouraged from taking
fuch a raw and tender boy, he really, to

. my
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my great {urprize, {hewed me an uncom-
mon regard, tho’ I made the worlt figure
of any of his recruits; and I could by no
means conceive the reafon of it till near a
month after, during which time we were
well entertained at an inn, wanting for
neither victuals nor drink. He foon ob-
ferved me to be averfe to firong liquors,
and indulged me init. At length, having
fold away all his recruits but me, he began
to tell me that he had too great a regard
for me, to fend me with them to carry a
brown mufket, and that he defigned fome-
thing better for me, and more {uitable to
my educatlon but ‘that he muft firft try
to get me cured of the feabious difeafe,
which by that time had fpread itfelf all
over my fkin. Accordingly he tried all
proper medicines, got me phyficked, a-
nointed, blooded, bathed, &c. but with-
out fuccefs. Being at length obliged to
return to his then home, he got me hand-
fomely equipt, and took me to Aix-la-
Chapelle, where I found he kept a grand
coffee-houfe,and billiards, and other games,
in the moft handfome part of the city,
over againft the town-hall, and here I

» was
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was to wait on the cuftomers, and’ to
teach a boy of his to read; &c. '
I had reafon to believe that my new-
mafter had conceived hopes that I
thould bring a good number of cuftomers
to his houfe; and as for myfelf, 1 ex-
pected to find no fmall fatisfaction in be-
ing feen, and fuffered to difplay my parts
among them. But we found ourfelves
both dlfappomted in a great meafure, be-
caufe,- tho’ it was then the heighth of the
feafon for drinking the waters, and the
town was full of people; yet the greateft.
part of them were feldom to be feen any
where but-at the pump, and the walks about
it, and thefe were at another and diftant
part of the town ; fo that there was hard-
Iy any reforted to his coffee-houfe, - except
gentlemen that came thither to fpend an
hour or two at billiards, backgammon, baf--
fet, or fome. other game, and thefe were
men of little or no tafte for learning, ex-
¢ept two or three French refugees, who
appeared to me to be profefled gamefters.
Thefe, and now and then fome German
gentlemen, ‘that dropped in by chance,
would condefcend to divert themfelves

with
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with my company, queftion me about
variety of things, and: hold an argument
with me about fome curious or mftruﬂm_g
fubject, and at their going away commonly
left fome marks of their generofity, which,
- however, my mafter gave me to underftand,
I was to be contented with fuch a fhare of
as he fhould pleafe to allow me.
Befides his coffee-houfe, he furnifhed the
balls, and other places of that refort, with
lemonade, orgeat, and other cocling li-
quors proper for the feafon, as well as
with - vauety of drams :for fuch as liked
them.  And-here'it was that I beheld the
beau’ monde in fuch extraordinary fplen-
dor, as was like to have' been of the'moft
fata] confequence to me, and to have drove
me to the moft dp(perate piece.of folly and
madnefs that a man in his fenfes could
have been guilty of, and which 1 fhall
forbear mentioning, merely for the ill im-
preflion it might be apt to make on fome
weak and fceptxcal minds ; but which,
while I live, I fhall never forget, nor ceafle
blefling the divine mercy which kept .me
back from it. And ‘it was well for me
that I was fent thither but once mnre, tho”
another

-
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" another man he kept, much older and.
fitter for the bufinefs, was obliged to give
daily attendance there; and I can onl ‘
think that my cuticular difeafe, which dlf- :
played itfelf too vifibly in my hands, was
the caufe why I was fo feldom fent thi-
ther.
Before the feafon was over, my ma{’cer, '
who had other irons in the fire, was
‘obliged to go to Spa, fome German
leagues from Aix-l3-Chapelle, for a fort-
night, during which time a great noble-
man, at leaft one who paffed for fuch
there, had run himfelf pretty dcep in his
debt, by fome grand entertainments he
had given on feveral occafions; and it was:
now whifpered about, that he was juft on
the point of difappearing, My miftrefs,
upon the firft hint of it, told me I muft
immediately fet outand fetch her hufband.
The time was fo fhort, and the way fo
long and difficult, confidering that I was to
go on foot, that there was fcarcely any’
probability of my reaching the place time
enough, and much lefs fo, confidering I -
' was a ftranger to the road and to the lan-

guage, that I would have willingly ex-
cufed
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cufed myfelf from it, and have petfuaded
her to have difpatched a man and horfe to
him, but fhe was a haughty dame, .and
above being advifed, fo that I was forced
to comply, though without any hopes of
getting there time enough, in which cafe
it would be of no fervice to him, efpeci~
ally if I fhould chance to lofe my way,
of which there was fo much the more
danger, as it was very intricate, and I
knew not a ﬁep of it, nor how to be in-
formed about it, for want of the German
tongue. And indeed, though I took all
the care I could, I found before I was got
half way to the place, that it would be
impoffible for. me to avoid being fo often
out, through the various windings' and
turnings, and crofs-roads I frequently met
with, that I defpaired of reaching it in
double the time. The anxiety and fear
I was in was fo great, about the reception
I thould meet with, both from him and
her for my fucceeding fo ill, that I began
to think of preventing it, by giving them
both the flip. My heart, however, hefi-
tated a good while, and upbraided me
with the ingratitude and injuftice I was

going



(158 )
gbing to be guilty of, as likewife with the
danger I might incur, fhould I be‘caught
afterwards by him ; for in fuch a cafe, I
muft have expef’ced nothing lefs than the
higheft marks of. his refentment.  But
when I confidered, on the other hand, that
" all my-care and diligence could not bring
.me to him time enough, and that I thould °
be ill treated for that which I could not
avoid, I prefeired a diftant danger to one
feemmgly at hand ; and being then juft
going to-crofs a high road, which I was
told led to the city of Cologn, immediately
took to_it, with a refolution to return to
my father, and then to my mother, by the
fame way I'had formerly gone. This laft
confideration was then ftrong with .me,’
as it revived in my mind the concern and
grief they muft be in about me, efpecially
my poor mother, who had heard nothing
from me fince that ‘melancholy letter I
fent to her upon leaving my father. The
thoughts of feeing again two fuch dear pa-
rents, had fo enlivened me, that it had in a
great meafure effaced all other reflec.
tions, pdrticularly the remorfe of my in-

gratitude to my late mafter, But here I
T Was
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‘was again difappointed, not only of that .
. happinefs, but even from the very prof-
pect and hopes of it, and that juftly too,
and by my own ftupid folly. And fince the
Divine Providence had fo wonderfully de-
livered me from the dangers and miferies
of a foldier’s life, by infpiring my mafter
with fentiments, whether of gain or pity, or
both, and I had made fuch ungrateful re-
turns, both to God and him, it was but
Ju&I fthould plunge myfelf into the mi-
fery and danger I was fo unworthy to
efcape.
I had already paffed through Cologn, and
Bon the refidence of the eleGtor of Co-
logn, and got to another city of his elec-
torate likewife on the Rhine, when upon
my entering it at one of the gates, I was
accofted by a perfon genteely drefled, who,
among feveral other queftions, atked me
if I was willing to enter into that eleGtor’s
fervice, and ufed fome of the ufual topicks
to induce me to it. I was furprifed at
his qucftion, and readily enough anfwered
in the negative, but was foon after per-
fuaded by him to accept his offer, tho’
mthout the leaft force or circumvention,
-and
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and merely by my own weaknefs and ftu-
pidity, or rather fome judicial fatality, for
nothing lefs than that I fhould think
could have made me alter the laudable
refolution I had taken, or fo eafily fet
afide the thoughts of revifiting and reviv-
ing two fuch dear and affli¢ted parents
once more, after I was got fo far in the
‘way to it; but this was not the only
misfortune that attended this rath and
unnatural a&ion, which rather proved the
fatal fource of new fcenes of miferies-and
- wickednefs.
"The liberty that is commonly granted to
foldiers to fwear, game, drink, whore,
&c. is.very great among the Germans,
and much more among the French; thefe
laft may be juftly affirmed to be the moft .
profligate of any I ever have known' or
read of. There is no crime or lewdnefs-
they will not commit, no oaths or curfes
fo terrible they will not delight in. They
_feem deftitute of all fenfe of religion and
thamefacednefs, and fo wholly carelefs a-
bout a future flate, that I have feen many
of them go to the gallows for defertion
Wlth as much unconcern, and fome of them
with
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with a feeming jocundity, as if they were
mounting the guard ; and not:one of them
did I ever obferve to thew the leaft fign or
repentance; fear of death, or concern about
another life, Thofe we had in this regi-
ment were, if poflible, ftill worfe, being
moftly, deferters from the French fervice,
and to the laft degree profligate : andif there
was any one among them that was more
foberly or religioufly inclined, he was fure
" to become the obje¢t of their fcorn and
contempt, and to be baited like fSme
wicked or monftrous creature, a vaft num-
ber of which we had in this regiment; and
thefe, coming to be intermixed with a
number of raw young German recruits,
taken fome from the plough and cart, others
from their trades, and fome even from the
Univerfities, did debauch them into all
manner of wickednefs. This was the un-
happy herd I was now got among, and
whofe company and example compleated
my ruin, by extinguifhing thofe few faint
- traces of religion I had left. I was indeed .
.neither inclined to drinking nor gammg,
and was not hardened enough in impu-
dence to- follow them in their lewdnefs;
M but
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but. was bad enough, neversthelefs, to in-
dulge myfelf, in order to appear as vile
and abandoned as they, in"a fhameful
habit of uttering fuch new and fathionable
oaths, and monftrous curfes, as I had
lately rather heard with horror, than learn-
ed, at Aix-la-Chapelle; and as I was flill
as ambitious as ever to pafs for a Japonefe,
chofe to profefs myfelf an unconverted or
heathenith one, rather than what I had
then pretended to be, -2 convert to Chri-~
ftianity. My vanity foon made me begin
to make an aukward jeft and ridicule of the
moft folemn and facred truths of the Gof-
pel, and to take a brutith delight at the
farprize which the more fober people of
the town I converfed with, exprefled at
my blafphemous and - prophane expreffions
and objections, as well as in the pleafure I
obferved this gave to my fellow-{oldiers, or
- rather fellow-brutes.

As the former had obferved me to be, in
all other refpeéts, a' fober young fellow,
" given to no vice; and found me likewife
mafter of fome fenfe and learping, they
began to exprefs an uncommon compaﬁion

for me, and, belxevmo me a heathen in-
deed,
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deéd, propofed to mie to enter the lifts with
fome of their learned priefts or monks,
who, they.doubted not,” would eafily con=
vince me of my errof and danger.; tho'
they themfelves had not been able to do
it. Itcan hardly be doubted, but fuch a
vain abandoned fellow as I was, would
readily accept the offer. To have declin=
‘ed, would have betrayed a diffidence I was
not capable of; fo that I pleafed myfelf
with having a fair opportunity of difplay-
ing my parts and learning againft my an-
tagonifts, and either to ftand proof againft
all their arguments, or yield myfelf con-
vinced by them, according as I_fhoiild
find it fuit beft with my vanity or intereft;
for if I found it worth my while to chufe
the latter, I thought I fhould appear to
the world as a convert of uncommon fize,
and gain no fmall applaufe by it. There
was but one thing could make me hefi-
tate about it, viz. the:horrid guilt I thould
plunge myfelf into by fuch a vile piece of
"hypocrify, and I own it made fome ims
-preflion upon my mind; but it proved
fhort-lived, and my own fanguine témper
foon got the maftery of it, and I at length
: M2 . con-.
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confented to be mtroduced to a Capuchin
of that cxty, who'was efteemed a man. of
great piety as well as learning, and who
had been apprifed before of ‘the intended
vifit, and the purport of it,
When we came to the monaftery, we
found: the good -old capuchin fitting on a
bench, in an outward room of it, facing
the gate, with a lufty young woman
kneeling before him, barking like a dog,
and making a great many other antick
noifes and poftures; upon which I was
told that the was poffefled, and that the
. good father was exorcifing' the evil fpirit
out of her. Whether the was then fent
for on purpofe, or came by ‘accident, I
know mnot; but I remembred to have
feen her at fome proceflions, and once or
twice at church, in the .fame unaccount-
able attitudes; and, as I was then weak
enough to think it a real pofieflion, from
 her extravagant actions and words, I be-
gan to fear, fo great is the power of guilt
on fome occafions, that the devil might
either expofe me for the vile part I'was,
then aing, or perhaps do me fome other
and worfe rmfclncf as he had formerly
donc
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‘done to thofe vagabond exorcifts of whom
we read A@s xix. 16. to avoid which I
‘withdrew as foon as I decently could, as
if to leave him to go on with his exoréifm.
Whether he took it in this fenfe or not, I’
~ know not ; but at our next meeting, when
fhe was out of the way, he took occafion
from thence to prove the truth of the,
Chriftian Teligion in general, and of the
church of Rome in particular ;. and that her
priefts alone have the power of cafting out -
devils. 'Itold him, with a fmile, that it
would be time enpugh to infit on the mi-
‘racle, orenquire into the realityof it, when
it was aCtually performed; to which he
replied, with an air of great pity and fe-
rioufnefs,. that God did frequently permit
foch poor creatures to be tormented for
fome time, before he vouchfafed them a
deliverance ; but that tho' exorcifms and
prayers would not avail till then, yet they
were obliged in charity to make ufe of
them, in hopes that they would one time
or other prove fuccefsful.
As we came to enter into other arguments,
I found that the good old Capuchin was
better provided “for a controverfy againft

. M3 Pro-
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Proteflants than againft heathens, which
gave me no fmall advantage againft him ;
and this I took with fuch an afluming air,
and lightnefs of mind, that could not but
be difpleafing to- him this was fo na-
tural to me, that I never could forbear dif-
playing it upon all fuch occafions, and no
wonder if it gave them great canfe to
think me either not -ferious enough for
the momentoufnefs of the difpyte, or per-
haps rather that I was nothifig lefs than
what I pretended to be. I dannot indeed
recolle@, that any thing liké this laft was
their real judgment of me, from any thing
that dropped ‘from them, though it was
but too vifible te be the cafe, if their cha-
rity did not blind their judgment in my
-favour ; however, I could fee ‘plinly e-
nough from their uneafinefs, that they were’
not likely to be very forward in repeat-
ing .our conferences, and I was vain e-
nough to impute it to my being an over-
match for them in the difpute. And it
was in the fame vain boafting ftrain, - that
I affirmed in’ that fabulous account I gave
.of myfelf in England, that I was difcharg-
ed out of that fervice for being a heathen,

and
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and - for refufing to yield to the arguments
of thofe who had attempted to convert me.
The affumption was abfolutely falfe, and
I was difcharged by order of the colonel,
becaufe I was not only below the ftandard,
but alfo too tender for the fatigues of a fol-
dier’s life, And indeed I cannot exprefs
the miferies we underwent in the fervice
of that prince, who was then fo eminently
poor, that great numbers of his troops -pe-
rithed for want of cloaths, ‘fewel, and e-
ven of bread; and had I not been treated
with greater care and tendernefs than moft
of the reft were, ‘muft inevitably have pe-
“rithed in a very hard winter at. Bon,-
where, befides the want of all other ne-
ceflaries, the greate{’c part of the garrifon
were quartered in barracks .open to -all
winds and weather, and forced to lie on
"the bare boards.

- Being thus happily difcharged from fo.
dreadful a flavery, it was natural for me to
think once more of returning to my long-
withed-for home, at any rate, and at all
hazards ; but here likewife my ill fate had
laid an unexpe&ed obﬁacle, which it was
pot in my power to remove ; for my. late
. M 4_ . CaPtalﬂ,
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captain, a fordid wretch, - who had been.
raifed to his poft from that of a common
centinel, by the bafeft means, had taken
thofe cloaths I had brought from Aix-la-
Chapelle under his care, and, as he pre-
tended, to prevent my fcllmo them, and
fpending the money ; ‘but upon my being
difcharged, refufed to reftore them to me,
though he ftripped me of my ammunition -
ones}" and had the confcience to fend me
away in the heart of a fevere winter, with:
a bare loofe old frock of blue linnen, and
without waiftcoat or thoes to my feet, for
thofe he gave me were fo worn out- that
my feet touched the ground, fo that I could
never have travelled far before the hardnefs
of -the weather would have made an end
of me. 'This made me refolve to go back
to Cologn, and try how far my difmal
plight and fluent tongue would work upon
peoples charity; but it bcmg then war-
" time, I was ftopped, as is ufual in garri-
foned cities, at the gate, and conducted
to the main guard, to give an account of
myfelf to the officer then on duty. 1 did
fo, and lighted on a perfon, who was
really a gentleman, and took fuch liking

tq
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to me, that I lifted myfelf in his company,
and was prefently after fupplied with
cloaths fitter for the feafon. I paffed to
him for a]aponefe and a heathen, and was
entered in his company under the name
of Salmanazar, which, fince my coming
into England, I altered, by the addition of
a letter or two, to make it fomewbat
different from that mentioned in the.book
-of Kings, but whether my new ‘captain
belicved what I told him or not, I be-
came no fmall favourite of his. He was
a man of good fenfe, fpoke Latin and
French well, and had forne good {cholars
in his company, one or two of them of
the church of Rome, whereas the regi-
ment confifted moftly of Lutherans, it be-
longing to the duke of Mecklenburg, but
was then in the Dutch pay, and garrifoned
at Cologn.

That great cny is, perhaps, one of the
moft fuperﬁmous in all Germany; every
ftreet and every houfe hath the ftatue or
image of fome faint or other, to which
they light candles at night, but mottly to
that of the Virgin Mary. Our Lutherans,

jn fplght of all prohibitions from the ma-
- giftracy,
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giftracy, could not forbear fhewing their
- diflike and contempt to thefe, and many
other fuperflitious cuftoms they beheld,
and were fometimes punifhed for it. Yet
did ‘not this deter me from taking pride
in outdoing them, though I was {o far from
- having the fame laudable. pretence for it,
that in my heart I condemned them for
their untxmely zeal, and myfelf for my
impious vanity. - We had likewife feveral
loofe gentlemen brought up in fome of the
beft univerfities, who had been prevailed -
upon to exchange their gowns and books
for a musket; fome of them were Proteft-
ants, others Papifts, and with thefe our
chief officers delighted to fet me on dif-
puting, by which I had gained their ill
will (o far, as I generally proved too hard’
for them, that they had ftigmatized me
with the titles of “heathen, infidel unbap-
tized, and the like; but thefe, inftead .of
giving me any uneafinefs or remorfe, ra-
ther foothed my pride, and made me now
and then, upona proper occafion,. take de-
light to remind them that' I could give
better reafons for my being fo, than they
could for themfelyes, My captain think-

mg
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ing’ that our cha};lain, who had been
brought up a regular clergyman in the
Lutheran way,. might fucceed better
‘with me, propofed a conference to.
him ; but he being a balbful young
gentleman, modeftly declined it, and con-
tented himfelf with expofing the folly and
abfurdity of the heathenith religion in
fome of his fermons, where he had a
large field to expatiate: on, without the
danger of oppofition. I was afterwards
introduced to two others; _.one who ferved
the Lutherari meeting at Cologn (for they
tolerate Proteftant meetings in time of
war for the ufe of the garrifon, though
they thut them up in time of peace) and
the other a man of great learning, at a
fmall diftance from the city. Our difputes
proved but of fhort duration, I always
attacking them upan fuch points, as I
knew they were the leaft able to defend,
but by Scripture, which 1 pretended not
to believe, but urged eyep thofe very
poxnts, fuch as the Trinity, Confubftanti-
ation, &c. as arguments againft it; and
this, as well as my vain and aﬁ'ummg be-
hav10ur might eafily raife a diflike, if not

more
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more likely, a miftruft of me. One thing
I had occafion to obferve, that where
Papifts and Proteftants are fo intermin-
gled, their guides are better ftored with
arguments againft each other, than a-
gainft the common enemies of the Chriftian
faith,

Frem Cologn we were ordered mto Hol-
larid by the next fpring, and began to
encamp as foon as the campaign began.
The Lutherans and Calvinifts had prayers
morning and night at the head of every
regiment, and a’ fermon on Sundays, and
1 was vain enough to go from one to the
other to obferve their method of devotion,
and finging of pfalms and hymns, at which
they both behaved with great ferioufnefs :
but as for me, after liftening awhile to
them, I wascommonly driven by my rath-
nefs and vanity to turn my back to them,
and turning my face to the rifing or fet-
ting fun, to make fome aukward fhew
of worthip, or praying to it, and was no
lefs pleafed .to be taken notice of for fo.
doing. This vain fit grew up to fuch a
height, that I made me a little book
with figures of the fun, moon and ftars,

and
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and fuch other imagery as my phrenfy -
fuggefted to me, and filled the reft with
a kind of gibberifh profe and verfe, writ-
ten in my invented charatter, and which
I muttered or chanted as often as the hu-
mour took me,

I have often juftly wondered at the fingu-
lar goodnefs of God to fuch a vile ahan-
doned wretch as I was become by -this
time, that in .neither regiment, in which
I had continued, as I remember, about
two years, during which a fharp and fe-
vere war was carried on with equal fierce-
nefs, it never' was my lot to be com-
manded to a fiege, - battle, party, fkirmith,
or place of danger, .in which I might have
. been fuddenly cut off in the midft of a
moft impious- career; 6r, what is equally
furprifing, that the apprehenfion of fo
dreadful an end, fhould’ not have deterred
me from fo fenfelefs and wicked a courfe,
and made me feel the monftrous ftupidity
of running fuch defperate hazards of body
and foul, for the fake of a little ‘popular
admiration at the beft; but, inftead of
which, I have more frequently met with
mortification and contempt. But I was
ftill
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ftill very young, to the beft of my remeém-
brance not above eighteen, if 'quite fo
much; my mind mifguided by a wrohg
education, as I -have before obferved ;
confcious- of my. own want of any real
merit, and yet fond to excefs for any
kind of pretence to it; and fo defirous of
being admired and taken. notice of, that,
" rather than have foregone that favourite
paffion, T would have chofen to indulge it,
I verily believe at that time, at the hazard
and expence of being looked upon as the
very vileft-fellow that ever lived. As for
thofe impreffions of religion which I had
fo ftrongly imbibed in my youth, they
gradually loft their influence in proportion
to my giving way to that deftru&ive paf-
fion, and, at the beft, were more in .m
head than in my heart, till it pleafed the
divine grace to tranfplant them thither, as
the propereft foil for their fructifying ; but
this bleffing did not come down to me till
after fevera| years, and a variety of fcenes
of impiety and guilt. I fhall pafs by the
other occurrences of my foldier’s life, to
come to that fatal one which proved. the

' : fource

'



( 175 )

fource of new and more homrid offences
againft God and man,

The laft garrifon I came to was at Sluys,
where was a French and a Scotch regi-
ment in the Dutch pay. ‘There I foon be-
came acquainted with feveral of the French
officers, whofelanguage I perfectly under-
ftood ; but as I was wholly unacquainted
. with the Scotch and Englifh, and few of
them could fpeak Latin, I could not. be fo
converfant with them. I found moft of
thofe French gentlemen very fuperficial,
and did not a little indulge my vanity in
ridiculing their tenets, whether they were
Papifts or Proteftants, for there was a mix-
ture of them, and had occafion to obferve
(tho’ to my fhame, had I had the leaft
fenfe of the vile part I played) that, tho’
the greater number of them' were given to
fuch flagrant vices as are. but too common
among gentlemen of that profeflion; yet
they all appeared {0 firmly attached to the
tenets of their particular churches, that
. they exprefled much more uneafinefs at
thofe farcafms I ufed to throw out,
than they did at the moft dreadful oaths
they commonly {fwore, or any vices that
reigned
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reigned among them. And asT ftill kept
myfelf untainted from the latter, and had
long ago broke myfelf of that horrid oné
.of fwearing, which I had taken up on my
firft entrance into the foldier’s life (not fo
much indeed out of a principle of religion,
as from an ambition I had of paffing fora
moral heathen) I frequently ufed to ob-
ferve to them the unreafonablenefs of their
untimely zeal, which . made them fo
readily condemn me for what they called .
my irreligious farcafms, which yet were
but agreeable to my notions and belief,
whilft they indulged themfelves in vices,
fuch as duelling, wenching, {wearing,
and drinking, which were not only incom-
patible with theirs, ‘but fuch as, ‘bad a5
they thought me, I could not on any con-
fideration be guilty of. Thefe kinds of fe-
vere rebukes ought, I fay, to have filled
me with the deepeft fenfe of my own
more vile and abominable inconfiftency; .
but as that did not fo openly appear, .the
applaufes I received from the fober part,
and . even from fome of the minifters,
for fo firenuoufly pleading the caufe of
virtue, made me quite’ blind to my more

odious
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odious vices; fo that as long as the tha-
ralter or fhadow of moral virtue procured
me fo much regard and efteem, I never
troubled myfelf about the want of the real”
fubftance.

Brlgadler Lauder, a Scottith gcntleman,.
well refpected, and colonel of a regiment
in that garrifon, was then governor, and,
unhappily for me, conceived a cunoﬁty
of fecing me at his own houfe, where
were affembled feveral officers, befides the
minifter of the French church, and Mr,
Innes; chaplain to the Scottith regiment;
and after dinner I was admitted to haye a
kind of conference with them. I own,
indeed, that the account I gave of itin
that publithed romance .of mine, was far
enough from candid or impartial, with re-
" fpect to the French minifter, who was the
chief manager in the difpute, my ufual
vanity having made me relate it too much
to his difadvantage, and Mr. Innes, be-
tween whom and that gentleman- there
was a great mifunderftanding, added fome
other particulas, equally mxfreprefcnted and
momfymg, but, abating that, the reft is
the trueft part T cancall to mind in that
. N forged
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forged narrative of myfelf.: However,
Mr. Innes, fince dubbed door by ane of
the Scotch Univerfities, and a'near rela-
tion to the governor,” would not lofe fo
fair an opportunity of triumphing over his
rival, and finding that I had nonpluffed
him at almoft every argument, but more
partlcularly againft that of abfolute predefti-
nation, took occafion to inform me that it
was a dotrine-asmuch condemned by fome,
as it was ftrenuoufly afferted by other
churches, and that confequently Chrifti-
anity, he would undertake to prove, was
not to be c¢harged with it He had a
much fmoother and lefs overbearing way
of fpeaking than the other gentleman,
and kindly invited me to his lodgings,
where we might, at our lelfurc, difcufs
that or any other points in d;fpute, not
'doubtmg but a perfon of my fenfe, learn-
ing,. and feeming candor (as he was pleafed
to compliment my vanity) would eafily
yield to conviction, when the point was
once cleared to my fatisfattion, as he did
not doubt he fhould fhortly do.
I readily accepted of his invitation, by
which I found he defigned to exclude the
French
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French -minifter from having any fhare in
our future conferences, but did not then
fufpe his farther drift, which was, if he
could, at any rate, or by any means,
make a convert of me, to recommend
himfelf to the then worthy bifhop of Lon-
don, a perfon, he knew, of fuch fingular
candor, as not to be over fufpicious, and
too generous not to encourage what he
thought a charitable, worthy aéicn; fo
that, as I eafily found afterwards, the
hopes of procuring fome preferment to
himfelf, rather than any regard or con-
cern for me, was the main fpring of all
his pretended zeal for my converfion. Iam
forry that I fhall be obliged, in the fequel, to
relate feveral very harfh truths concerning
his behaviour on this fcandalous occafion,
though I will be flill careful to mention
no more of it than is barely neceflary to
fet the matter in a true light, and rather
conceal than expofe fuch parts ‘of it, as
have not an immediate relation to the fub-
"jet I am ugon; much les will I'go a-
bout to aggravate his faults, in order to
extenuate my own. If be fhould be fill
alive when thefe memois's thallbe publifhed,

N , N2 / : ¢t
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will not be the -firft thing that has been
publithed with truth and juftice to his dif-

advantage, and may all contribute.to in~

fpire him with .a true remorfe and fincere
repentance : if dead, it can neither hurt
him, nor any that belong to him *. He

® The dogtor is long, fince dead, and, T am forry to fay,
hath left a charalter behind him that refle@s no great cre.-
dit to his cloth, and may eafily, among thofe that knew
him, juttify what I have already faid, and fhall be farther
obliged to merition in the fequel; he was not many years
-‘older than I when I firft' came acquainted with him, and
I foon perceived him. to be 2 man of no fmall ambition,
though he was fo far from having any of the generous
difpofition whichis moﬁly known to accompanyit, that he
was no lefs a flave to avarice: witnefs his arrogating to
himfelf the credit as well as advantage of that excellent
treatife, intituled, A Modeft Enquiry after Moral Virtue;
for which he obtained from the prefent bifhop of London
a very good living in Eff¢x ; but which the real and wor-
‘thy author, a poor epifcopal clergyman in Scodand, fince
obliged him publickly to difown and difclaim in print, as
well.as to compromife with him for the profit of the edi-
tion. This, together with his malverfation in fundry re-
fpe@s in the parith of St. Margaret, Weftminfier, flill freth
in people’s memory, obliged him to retire to b's new
living, where, T am told, he lived very private, and,
hope, made the beft ufe of his folitude. As therefore he
had long ago loft his character among all that knew him,
or had heard of his fhameful altions, I thought myfelf
lefs obliged to treat it with that tendernefs that I fhould
have done, had he taken more care to conceal his vile
a&ions from the world.

was,
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was, however, intent upon his purfuit;
and fo afliduous in fending for me, that
fome of ‘the Dutch minifters thought fit .
likewife to do-the fame, and more parti-
cu]arly, as I found afterwards, to recon-
cile me to their favourite article of pre-
deftination, by expounding;it to me ac-
cording to what they call the infralapfarian
{yftem, which is indeed lefs dreadful and
antifcriptural; but Mr, Innes eafily dif-
fuaded me from going amongft them, that
he might have me Wholly to himfelf, and.
feldom failed at our parting to clap a fmall
piece of Dutch filver into my hand, which
proved: an effetual bait ‘to me, who was
ftill fo bad:an ceconomift of my poor. fol-
dier’s pay; and then wanted feveral necef-
faries, with which this fupplied me.

By this time I began not to be a little tired
with' 2 foldier’s life, the-'place was very
cold and ‘bleak, the duty hard, and the
pay fo fmall, - that even ‘they who could
make the moft of it, could but juft make
fhift to live on the plameft things; fo that all
~ things confidered, there was no likelihood
I fhould make any long oppofition to his
arguments, efpecially .as he took care to
. N3 back



( 182, )

back them with very large promifes of get-
ting my difcharge, and bringing me into
England, where he made ‘me hope to
meet, with the greateft encouragement; and
I own that the profpe& of fuch a change
of life made {o great an impreffion upon
me, that he rather found me more for-
ward to anfwer his defign than-was con-
. fiftent with prudence, and too ready.to be
wholly directed by him: As foon as I
~had given him this affurance, he wrote 2 -
long letter to the bifhop of Londan, wherein
he told me he had faid fo many things
in my favour, that he doubted not- of my
-foon being fent for by, and meeting
with the kindeft reception'-ﬂ'om him,
However, the withed-for anfwer not com-
ing till fix or feven weeks aftefwards,
gave me an opportunity of feeing farther
into his-temper, than I had been able to-
do; his meflages to me were gradually
lefs frequent, our interviews more cold, as
-well as our parting, ‘when he likewife
with-held his hand from making me the
ufual prefents. This latter I indeed fup-
pofed might be owing to his cath running
lower than ufual ; but I have feen fo many
' ‘ inftances



(183 )
inftances of his nigardnefs, that I have
more reafon to impute it to that, and
partly to his defpaiting of the fuccefs
of his letter; for whilft he was inbopes
" of it, he had taken care to introduce me to
fome learned gentlemer, minifters and 6+
thers, undet preténce of examining whe-
ther I was capable of 'giving a fatisfaCtory
aecoutit of my pretended converfion, and
had obtainéd from fome of them wery ad-
vantageous certificates in my favour,” which’
he took no ‘fmall pride to fhew to thé
brigadier afd to his other 'aéquaintance§
but upon thé unexpected delay of the an-
fiver, he behaved with more coldnefs and
indifference, till a jealous thetight ftarted
in his mind, left thaf fhould éncourage
fome of théfe minifters, who had exprefled
themfelves in niy favoury to take the bu-
finefs out of his hand, and rob him of
the credit of his new convert. ‘This fuf-
picion made himi all at once altér his be-
haviour, and refolve to baptize me with
fuch hafté 4nd fo little watning, that my
furprize gave mé no time to confider what
an abominabl'e.,pie‘cé of irreligion I had
engaged myfelf in, thoughI muft confefs,
N 4 to
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to my fhame; that had he gwen me more
time to think upon it, yet I have but tea
much reafon to think, his fair promifes and
delufive profpects would eafily have fwal-
lowed up all my fcruples and relutance,
upon his firft renewal of them.
This, -and fome other parts of his beha-
. viour, had already convinced me that 3
charitable defign of convertmg ‘a foul was
the fartheft from his thoughts, and that
he was fo far from believing :me to be
what I pre;qndqd -that he liad fome timg
before: taken a moft effeGtual way to'con=<
vinée himfelf of the contrary, beyond all
poffibility of doubting. His ftratagem, if
I may fo'call it, was to make me tranflate
a paffage in Cxq:ro de naturd deorum, of
fome length; into my (prctended) For-~
mofan language,. and give it to him in
writing ; and- this I eafily-did, by means
of that unhappy readinefs I had at invent-
ing of charalters, languages, &c. But,
after he-had made me conftrue it, and
defired ' me to write_ another verfion of it
on-another paper, his propofal, and the
manner of his exading it, threw me into
fuch vifible confufion, having had fa little

) time
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“ time to excogitate .the firft, and lefs to
commit it to memory, that there were not
above one half of the words in the’ fecond
that were in the firft. His defiring me to
conftrue this likewile, - cgiufed e RifT
more; efpecially, when he thewed me the
palpable difference. The ferious air he af-
fumed upon it, . made me -exp8G nothing
elfe thar a total rupturp, and his expofing
the xmpoﬁurc in the manner I was confci-
ous it deferved. ~ I was however agreeably-
(and; to my fhame, Iought to .add) de-
ceived ; and he ﬁndmg, by this ufiexpe@-
ed trial, what a~memory and readinefs I
had, and how qualified I was to carry on
fuch a cheat, began to clear his brow, and
calm the diforder he had thrown me into, -
by a more chearful and frlendly look ; but
did not forget, at.the fame time, to give
me to underftand, tho’at a great dxﬁance,
that I qught to take care to be better pro-
vided for the future. . I promlfed to take
his advice, and-did. fo in: vpart ; but was
become too indolent to go thro’ the fatigue
of forming a whole language, at leaft till I
was convinced that it would ftand me in

fome ﬁead though, by ‘what ] have tried
’ fince

*
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fince I came into,England, I cannot fay
but I conld have compaﬂ'ed it with lefs
difficulty thdmw can be conceived, had I

bgen ' capable of applying clofely to it.
rﬁonvv\(e?rgi ElE‘mtmsu);g %tus aﬂ'id}:nty and
feeming regard for me, at leaft till the
delay of the bifhop’s anfwer, which made
him fufpend it for ten or twelve days, gave
me but too' much reafon to think, that he
had not one jot more of confcience or re-
ligion than'1, tho’ olfler, and a learned di-
vine, fince he made no fcruple not only
to join in, but to encourage and pirfue fa
vile a cheat. But if he had no more re-
Tigion, he had at leaft more worldly pru-
dence than I, in that he laid the foundas
tion for fome confiderable preferment for
himfelf; whiltt F, like the ftupid abandon-
doned wretch T had been hitherto, looked
no farther than a little vain fatisfaltion . ¢
the prefent, or, at moft, a deliverance
from the foldier’s life. For by that time I
could fee fo far thro’ all his artifices, and
different behaviours, that I did not much
deperid on any of his other promifes. And
.he foon aftet gave me caufe to think my-

felf not miftaken in hlm. For when, upon
. his
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his brmgmg me into England, he got him-
felf- into the po& of chaplain-general of the.
Englith’ forces in’ Portigal, by the mtere&
of the good bithop’ Com ton, he’ e'not
léfe me to fhift for myhaf? and to bear
the brunt of all objections, but was guilty
of fuch other vile ‘altions, ‘as eafily con-
vmced me that he was 3 more real convert
-to Spinozifm, than I was to him; for I
obférved him often reading that au-
thor’s pofthumous works, tho' he was an
‘utter ftranger to his ‘fober way of  living.
I had likewifea greater opinion of his
parts and Jearning, than I have fince found
caufe for, which fnade me conclude, that
I had no reafon to be miore fcrupulous than
he; and this in a great meafure quelled all
my flight and tranfitory- qualms, at leaft
till it'came to thé folemn puth. -
I bave already hinted, that his fear of being
fupplanted by fome’ other mmlﬁer, madc
him refolve to haften the i 1mpxous cere-
mony, for fo I thought it, whatever he
did ; but of this he had appnﬁ:d me only
'in general terms; and' without fixing any
time for it, ‘ar mentioning how he defign-
ed to perform it,” probably that I might
) ) think

.
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think the lefs upon it: Accordingly fome
days paffed without my feeing him, .or at
leaft hearing any thjng about it, when one
aftemoon he fcnt his man to my lodgings,
o a at he had fixed that
evening about fix of the clock for it, and
to defire me to be ready againft the time.
.- As I had hardly three hours to confider of
it, one may eafily imagine the furpnfe and
hurry, the confufion and dread, it threw
me -into; and, indeed, I was fo divided
: between the fear of bnngmg upon myfelf
fome heavy judgment for fo impious a pro-
phanation of that divine inftitution, and
the thoughts, if I fubmitted to it, of - be-
having with fome proper decency under all
thofe tumults with which my mind was
then agitated, that I began to with I mxght
have refolution enough to avoid it, when
the dreaded time was come. ,But that not
only failed me, when I faw the governor
and feveral other officers and gentlemen
going to the chapel, where the mock cere-
mony was to be dnfpatchcd but the devil,
I believe, did then find a way of " alming
my confcience for the prefent, by putting
it into my head that it bcmg to be per-
formed
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formed by a heretic, for fuch I then
judged, if not all the Proteftant minifters,
at leaft fuch a one as I now knew my un-
godly guide to be, it could be indeed g
facrament, nor.a repetm TAn
this confufed diftinction I then called to
mind from what I had learned at the

fchools, tho’ I was far enough from being -

fatisfied that it was right. "What {alvo he
had for himfelf, I can only guefs § but, as -
far as I could perceive, he went thro’ the
ceremony with a very compofed counte~ °
nance -and prefence of mind, and feeming
- devotion ; and tho’ he only had his Englith
common-prayer book before him, yet he
read the office all in a good Latin off-hand,
as the faying is, and without any hefita-
. tion or folecifm,. as thofe obferved who
heard him with greater attention than
I was then capable of. For tho’I was a
perfe® mafter of the Latin, and he pro-
nounced it, as moft of his countrymen do,
in a very intelligible manner ; yet fuch was
my confufion and hurry of fpirits, that I
fcarcely knew or could mind one word he
faid. And a much greater one, I dare

affirm, I thould have been in; had I been
either

w
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either able to attend to the folemnity of the .
office, or had been made dcquainted with
it before, , But I was an utter firanger to
_'.?'gry part of it;; apd it'is my dpinion, that .
e chofe 1 {id be fo, for he never oiice
thewed, much lefs explained, the leaft
part of ‘it in any of the meetings I gave
him at his lodgings. AllIcould recollect
of the whole, was that I kept up fo much
prefence of mind, as to appear demure
and ferious all the while, ‘which I thought
very long, and that I was very glad when
it was over, and much more fo that my
abominable hypocrify had not béen detett-
ed, or rather punifhed, by fome fevere
judgment. v
The name he gave me was that of George'
Lauder, which was that of the governor,
whom he had prevailed upon to pafs for
my godfather; and it was accordingly en-
tered into the mufter-roll, inftead of -that
of Salmanazar, which I had till then an-
{wered to. This new name and furname,
joined to fome congratulations then given
me, and a prefent of a piftole from the
governor, made me, for fome time, for-
get the heavy guilt I had plunged myfelf

. into.



( 191 )

into. But this jcalm proved but fhort,
and the delay of the bifhop’s anfwer, and
much more Mr. Innes’s coldnefs:and in=
difference, after he had once: made fuge
of 'me, foon brought mAEPent of my
wicked compliance, as I then jgdged it}
though not fo much from a fenfe 6 reli-
gion, as becaufe I did not look upon my
vanity and ambition fufficiently recom-
penfed for the atrocious guilt I had con-
traQed ; and this the reader will thie better
judge by what follows. ‘

The long expected letter came at length ;
it was full of commendations to Mr. Innes
for his zeal, befides a, very kind invitation
‘to me from that worthy prelate, to come
over into England. I was by that time
fo, weary of a foldier’s life, that- I thould
have readily come upon a lefs ‘promifing
profpect than that which he now began
again to"feed my fanguine hopes with,
Some things he talked to me quite incon-
fittent with what, as I before hinted, : he
knew of me, and which of courfe could
be no temptations to me, unlefs I was bafe
enough to add fill more weight to my

guilt; of this kind in particular was what
he
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he mentioned to me of a defign of fend-
ing me to Oxford, to teach the Formofan
language to a fet of gentlemen,. who were
_afterwards to go with me*to convert thofe
“people o CPhity, which, if he be-
lieved ‘any thmg of, he muft. needs de-
pend upon my inventing fuch a language,
and involving myfelf in fill deeper guilt ;
and yet I own, to my fhame, though I
knew not with what view he could men-
tion fuch. a propofal, nor looked upon it but
with dread, yet I could not forbear being
much ¢levated with it, though I was ftill
in hopes that I might find fome pretence
for fetting it afide, and being made ufeful
there in fome other and more fuitable way.
How I might have behaved in fuch a ‘cafe
I know not, on]y I "have reafon to quef-
tion whether I fliould have had integrity
and refolution to have confefled the truth,
rathér than to have involved myfelf in a
ftill more (hameful impofture ; but, as I
obferved before, I knew him too well to
rely on-any of his fluent and difingenuous
promifes. ‘

The
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The governor, at his requeft, got me dif*
charged, or rather gave my captain anos
ther ‘man in my room, 'whilft Mr. Innes
took care to procure a certificate figned by
that gentleman .and 'a number of other

oﬂiccrs of the garrifon, and eve by feve-

ral minifters, much’ more in my commen-
dation than I'could -poflibly deferve; after
which, having got all things in order for
our departure, we fet out for Rotterdam,
" where he introduced me to fome perfons
of confideration for piety and learning,
particalarly the celebrated Mr. Bafnage, au-
thor of the Continuation of the Jewifh
'Hiftory, and likewife to fome of the mi-
nifters and ' gentlemen of the Englith
church, and to fome of the French Pro-
teftants there; among whom I was fo
much carefled, that I begun to look upon
myfelf in a very agreeable and advan-
tageous light. There were, however, two
things that mortified me not a little, viz.
the mean appearance I made in fome caft-
off cloaths, with which Mr. Innes had
© fupplied me upon my leaving off my regi~
‘mental ones, but which were both too big
and too long for me, and the fhrewd quef-

- 0 uons
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tions put to me by feveral gentlemen;, which
convinced me that they did not give all the
“credit I could have wifthed, to the ac-
_count I gave of myfelf and country. Forag
to anyreal remorl{¥ orconcern for the fhame-
ful part I was acting, I found it fit lighter
on my mind; in proportion, to the many
1things I met with that flattered my vanity.

The more effeCtually therefore to remove’
thefe. two obftacles to it, I fell upon one of.

the moft whimfical expedxents that could
come into a crazed bram, viz. that of liv~
ing upon raw fleth, roots and herbs; and
it is furprifing how foon' T habituated my-
. felf to this new, and, till now, ftrange
food, without receiving the leaft pre-
Judlce in my health; but I was blefled
with a, good conftitution, and I took care
to ufe 2 good deal of pepper, or othes
fpices, for a concoter, whilft my vanity,
and the people’s furprize at my diet, ferved

me for a relithing fauce.
We embarked at the Brill for England in
the packet-boat, and in our paffage had
fuch' a dreadful ftorm, that as many paf-
fcngers and. among them Mr. Innes, got
into the long boat,. asit could well con-
. : tun,

d .
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tain, ‘They all fhewed an uncommon
dread in their looks, whillt I, who ftaid
“behind, beheld them with a kind of ftu-.
pid unconceri, rather than a generous pity,
every moment in danger of meeting with
that dreadful end they had endeavoured
to avoid; yet, terrible as the fight was,
it hardly raifed. in me one ferious refolu- -
tion .againft ‘the more dangerous defign I
, Was unhappily embarked in, or the more
dreadful thipwreck I had expofed myfelf to, -
that of the foul; or if any fuch thoughts
came then into my mind, they were foon
difpelled at our landing at Harwich, and
¢t the pleafing profpe&t with which Mr.
Innes had flattered. my ambition and va-
nity. ‘At my arrival at London, Mr.
.Innes, and fome worthy clergymen of his
acquaintance, introduced me to the bithop
of London, by whom I was received with
great humanity, and got foon after a good
number -of friends among the clergy and
lity, moft of them perfons of piety and
- worth..  But I had a much greater number
of oppofers to combat with, who put me
under a neceflity of having my fenfes and.
memory about me more than ever, toavoid
02 a fatal

L)
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. & fatal dete@ion ; forI had been fo neglno etit
‘noththﬁandmg Mr. Innes’s caution of be-
jng prepared, againft exigencies, wit’.alan-
guage and a prudent readinefs at reading
and writing-my new invented chara&er, -
that had T been attacked on that fide, I
mauft have been infallibly foiled ; but they
took -a contrary way, ‘and thouOh they
judged rightly. of me in the main, yet I
‘¢an fafely afficm, that they have been very
far from being candnd or even juft in the
account of the difcoveries -they’ pretended
to have tade to.my difadvantage ; partis
cularly Drs. Halley, Mead and Woodward.;
and as I bad'-then- feveral zealous patrons
of ‘great candor and mtegnty, who made

1t their bufinefs to featch "into thé botiom
of thofe reports, they found fo much fo-.
phiftry and “difingenuity in them, that ¥
canpot but obferve here, that the too vifis
ble eapernefs- of thefe gentlemen to ex-

pofe g, at ahy rate, for a cheat, ferved

enly to. make the more ferious and candid
part think ' the better-of me, and to look

upon e a¢' a kind of confeffor, efpeci-

ally as the three gentlemen abovementioned,
but more particularly the firft, were known
- to
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to be no great admirefs-of ithe. Chiiftian
\revclanon, 10 which my patrons thought
I -had ‘given' fo ample a teftimony. My
complexion, indeed, which  was very
fair, appeared an unanfwerable objetion
againft me; there being but_few fuch .to
be met within thofe hot . climates, 'efPCle
ally that of Fotinéfa, which lies <under the
tropicy but. by fthe help- of ‘what I had
tead or heard of fome: of- thofe coun-
tries, I foon ;hatched a Incky. diftinction
between thofe' whofe bufinefs expofes them
to the he¢at;ofithe fun, ‘and thofe who
keep shtagether at-home;- in rcool fhades, .
or apartments: under ground; and fcarce
ever feel the -leatt degtee of the reigning
heat. | Awid:this - diftinGion. indeed is -not
. only very: reafonable, :but twas. afterwards:
confirmed by, perfons of candor and ex-
perience, -vwhe:had been,in thofe countries,
and affirmed::that they had feen perfons as
faic as any- Rorthern: EUFOpeans, tho’ not
in fo greata pumbgr, - that' lived under thc‘
- rays of a vertical fup. | ., -
~-On the other hand, my oppofers. were as
much at’a Jofs how to .find out my real
country, either by my idiem, or my pro-
l i 03 nunci-



( 198 )

nunciation. of the Latin, French, ktalian,
or any other language I was mafter ., of,
For though this may appear an eafy thing
to be done, by thofe who .are acquainted
with the European languages, and the dif-
ferent pronunciations peculiar to every na-
tion, .yet both my idiom and pronuncia-
tion were fo mixed and blended, and I
may fay defignedly fo, by the many lan:
_ guages I had learned, and nations I had
been converfant with, that it was impofli~
ble for the moft curious judge to difcover
in it any thing like an uniform likenefs ta
any other European one they knew of.
Dr. Mead, indeed, took upon him to be
very pofitive from both, that ‘I was of ei-
ther German or Dutch extra& ; zhe could
not- have pitched upon a: more' unlikely
one, feeing the Dutch idiom and language
were the only one I was the leaft acquainted
with, and accordingly fome of: my friends,
who were better : judges of fuch matters,
and could plainly fee that mirie was more
oppofité to them than -to- any other, did
freely cenfure him for it, ind tell bhim he
might as well have affirmed me to be an
Ethiopian from my complexion, as a Ger~

. man
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man from my pronunciation. But the
\truth was, I knew enough of all of them
to blend my difcourfe more or lefs with
any of them, 'as either to put people up-
on the wrong fcent, whillt I kept every
one from getting into'the right one; for
1 can fafely fay that I never met thh
nor heard of any one, .that ever guefied
..#ght, or any thing pear it, with refpe&

to my native country,
1 might here add feveral v:ﬁblc advan-
tages which my friends might juftly
takc in. my defence, and among them
a great number of f{candalous falfhoods
difperfed abroad . from what quartéer I
know not, of which thole, who were
better acquamted with me, knew me to be
« wholly innocent, as well as crimes. I
was naturally a.verfe to; fuch as drinking,
gaming, &c. for, bating my vain-glori-
ous foible, which, though I could not
overcome, -1 took fuch care 10 conceal
from them by the moft oppofite behavi-
« our, my converfation was fuch as the
moft cenforious could not have blamed,
but which my friends highly admired in
me. The plainnefs of my drefs and diet,
O 4 the.
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the little trouble- I. gave myfelf about
worldly wealth, preferment, or even ac- .~
quiring or fecuring a bare competency, 2
good-natured and charitable difpofition,
vifibly natural to me, my averfenefs to
drinking, lewd women, &c. and a great
refervednefs to fuch of the fair fex as had
either loft their reputation, though they
" lived ftill in credit and fplendor, and even tb
thofe who betrayed too fmall a regard fof
their chara@er, the converfation of whom
I profeffedly -avoided, though againft my
own intereft, not indeed fo much from a
principle of virtue, as an affeGation of it}
thefe, together with the warmth I natu-
rally exprefled for religion, and the real
delight I took in the public - offices of it,
appeared fuch convincing proofs of my
fincerity, that thofe of my friends, to
whom I was moft intimately known,;
were the moft impatient, and difpleafed
to have it called in queftion; "for who
could imagine, as they often urged, that
a youth of fo much fenfe and learning
for his years, fo feemmgly free from am-
bition and other vices, could be abandon-
ed enough to be gmlty of fuch abomi-

. nable
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nablc an impofture and impiety, for the fake
\of a little plain, homely food and ray-
‘ment, beyond whichi he neither makes
the leaft effort,. or feems to have the Jealt
wifh,
I am aware that what I have faid in the laft
paragraph, will fo far carry the facé.of my
once favourite vanity, “that it will be cen-
fured' by feveral of my readers - as a rank
piece of oftentation, rather than a fincere
acknowledgment of my guilt; tho’a more
candid one, who joins both parts of it to-
gether, will rather fee, that the difplay of
the one, is only’the greater aggravation of
the other. -: But as neither was thé motive
of what T have there faid, but rather to do
jufticé to thofe friends of mihe who fo
kindly took my' paft on that account,
I bad much tather undergo cenfure a-
gainft myfelf, than .to have omitted any
thing that'can vindicate their chara&er,
and ‘convince the world that the zeal they
exprefied for me, was really the effect of
a moft” candid’ and Charltable conftruction
on a life fo fcemmg]y innocent and difin-
terefted, and not. owing to any fafh or
blind prepofieffion, or to an unreafonable
. : oppo-
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oppofition againft my cenfurers, much lefs
to difhoneft connivance with any views
or defigns of mine; ‘when I am very fure,
that if ‘they- had had any well-grounded
fufpicion of my being what I was, an im-
poftor; they would have been the firft
who would not only have expofed me
to the world, but would have become
my moft irreconcileable enemies. And‘ I
thought myfelf the .more obliged, in
juftice as well as gratitude, to fay. thus
much in their vindication ; becaufe fome
of them, men of problty and learnmg,
undertook to be my advocates in print,
and not .only complained of - thofe afper+
fions fo freely and unjuftly caft upon me,
but even challenged my accufets, in fe-
veral advertlfements .publithed in the Lon-
donGazzette, to prove any of them againft
me, or to produce any one folid proof or
objection againt the:account I had given
of myfelf. Notwnthftandmg, which (ha-
sitable efforts on my behalf, and the can-
did vindication they printed fome montl.s
after, both they and I had the mortifica-
tion to find (and I have had fince great
reafon to blefs God for it) that my fabu-
: lous
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lous account was a5 much difcredited by
\the greateft  part of the world .as ever;

which  proved an effectual means, in txme,

to brmg me, thro’ his mercy,. to a deepet

fenfe of my folly and impiety, than I could

have been, if that had gamcd a more ge-

neral credit.

There was likewife a varnety of judgments

formed about me, by thofe who thought

me a cheat. Thofe of the church of Rome
believed I was bribed to that impofture by

fome Englith minifters, on purpofe to ex-
pofe their church. The Proteftants in
Holland were much of the fame.mind;
but added, that I- v'vas farther- hired to
explode thexr do&ri u;ae of predeftination,
and cry up the epifcopacy of thé church
- of England in dérogation of tbclr - Prefby-
terian government, Here. fome reprefented
me as a jefuit or pncﬁ: in dnfgmfe, others as
a tool of the non]urors, becaufe Mr. Innes
had intreduced me damong a fet of them,
pamcularly the “famed -Mr. Lefley, of
whofe writings, as well as inftrutive and
facetious company; I was very'fond; and
I may add,. that thelr converfatnon had
not a little biafled me to their prmcnples,
. efpecially
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efpecially as I found them fo conformab!c
- to the fchool dwlmty I had learned be-.”
yqnd fea, tho’ it never affeGed me fo far~
as to go to any of -their meetings. How~
ever, the reader may fee, by what I have
faid hitherto, that all thefe various opinions
were but random fhots, and without any
foundatxon, And indeed my cafe was fo
intricate 'and perplexing, that it was next
to impoflible for the ableft heads to have
guefled what my motives were, "of for
- what, or by whom, 1 was induced thus to-
impofe upon mankind. ‘And Iam fully
perfuaded, that my belng ‘'wholly innocent
of any fuch vile defigns, either 'againft
the church or ftate, or of being employed
by the enemies of either, was the caufe of
imy difdppointment turning {6 much to my
advantage, which might otherwife have
been attended with a more fatal and
fhameful cataftrophe ; and that the merci-
ful judge of all hearts, knowing'mi:} to
be aGtuated only by mere youthful folly
‘and vanity, without any other dangérolis
or guilty defign, thar the indulging a wild
and phrantic paﬁion (which “was grown
too powerful for me to refift, thhlth;u:
. little
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little thare of reafon and experience I was
then mafter of, and with' thefe. difadvant-
“ages and temptations I laboured under)
“did, in his great pity, prevent iy gomg
on and perithing under {uch a load of un-
repented guilt, and I accordingly defire to
be ever thankful for that great and unde« .
ferved inftance -of his divineé mercy and
goodnefs. And, next to my humble ac»
“knowledgment of it, I do think myfelf
bound to declare thus folemnly, that k
never was fet upon, nor dire@ly or indi-
© ye@ly inticed, by any fet of men for any
private ends, -to adt the part 1did, except
what I have lately related of Mr. Innes’s
encouragements and ‘promifes to me, in
which Iam very well fatisfied he had no
other énds to ferve, but that of his own

private intereft and advancement.
I'am far enough however from sefleting
upon, or bearing any refentment againft
th.fe who ldoked upon me as atool of
_fome defigning fet of men, engaged in
~fome private defign. It was -not natural
to fuppofe that fuch a young, and, in-all
appearance, as well- as reality, raw and

uncxpenenced fcllow, could of his own
head



( 2066 )

head- have imbarked in fuch an impof.
ture, and carried it on fo long, and with
fuch boldnefs and fuccefs, as to hayc pro-~
-cured to himfclf fo many zealous patrons
among men of charater for learmng and
probity, unlefs he had been pnvately fet
upon, inftructed, and fupported in it, by
fome defigning perfons of more years,
difcretion, - and - abilities, tho’ from what
quarter was not eafy to guefs, either from
my behaviour, writings, or any view they
. could perceive me in purfuit of. As for
thofe who.took me for a jefuit, prieft, or
emiffary from. Rome, they were certainly
the wideft from the mark. . The gentle-
men of that church were always my, moft
ftrenuous oppofers, and not without caufe,
as they could be very fure that whatever
defign or errand I might be embarked in,
it could not be in favour of it; and had
my fabulous account met with that credit
which it muft be fuppofed was expeéied,
it muft have done their caufe. more dif-
fervice than any private. defign 1 might
carry on could have done good. Befides,
it was vifible I fhunoed their, company as
=t as pofﬁble, tho’ my motive for ;:.
N * the
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the confcioufnefs of my own guilt, was
not o apparent. I never converfed with
- any of them, but in the jarring and con-
troverfial way; and, tho’ at that time

much againft my confcience, was a ftre-
nuous oppofer of their partxcular doctrines,
both in. converfation and writing. I never
once entered into any .of their chapels;
(nor have fince, all the time I have been
in England) neither did I fhew the leaft
favour or partiality towards them: This

was indeed rather looked upon'as an arti-

. fice, faid. to.bé¢ very ufual and common
amongft them, it being urged as an ob-
fervation of a long ftanding, that thofe
difguifed emiffaries affected to appear the
mo(’c putrageous enemies of that caufe they
' were privately carrying on. Whether the
fa& be true or not, I can- only fay, that I
never knew of any fuch but by hearfay;
neither am I any farther concerned abont
it, than to fay, thatIwas the fartheft from
being one of that fort, and that whatever
] ‘bave faid or written againft that church,
.~ was only with a yview of gaining credit to
myfelf, without any view of ferving or
hurting it, or indeed caring which of the
' twe

L]
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two was likely to be the refult. " For tho’
all. the arguments I had heard or read a-
* gainft it, and in which I was not a little
verfed, had not yet been able’to wipe off
the prejudices of my education, which I
had imbibed under the jefuits and domi-
nicans, of its being, if not theonly faving
church as they affirm it to be, yet, at leaft,
of its not being fo bad and corrupt, fo dan-
gerous and-damnable a oneas fome Prote-
ftants, with more zeal than charity, have
seprefented it, undér the odious titles of
Anti-chrift, whore of Babylon, &c. never-
thelefs, my youth and inconfiderate vanity
would not fuffer me to enquire whether or
no, or how far, I incurred a guilt in my
oppofing and expofing it. t
It was likewife from the fame- thameful
motive of vanity that I pretended, from
my own knowledge, not only to cenfirm
butaggravatethe blackaccountwhichauthors
had publithed againft: the jefuits and (‘
miflionaries, efpecially with regard to-t
boafted converfions and fuccefs in the Eaﬂ.-
Indics, and more particularly concerning
the caufe of the perfecution raifed againft
the Chrittians in Japan ; when all that I
d , knew |
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knew of it was only from reading or
 hear-fay.  And as to'the Jefuits, thouOh I
was then and.am flill {enfible that fome
of their maxims, tenets, -and peliti¢s,' do
juftly deferve to be condemned; yet I.
was far enough from having fuch difad-
vantageous' notions of that fociety, as the
world feems generally to-have of it, and
much lefs from any thing I -halc'i.,‘ ever ob-
ferved among them, conﬁdenng how
young I was 'when I left them, and how
clofe and reclufe they keep themfelves
from the reft of the world. But whe
ther they deferve the difadvantageous cha-
rater they have, or not, which is beft
known to him, to whom both they and
ifvery man is to give an account at the
aft great day, it is incumbent upon me
thus far to do them juftice, as to own, that
thofe teflexions I have caft upon their
miflionaries in China and Jipan, had no
other foundation than common repost,
w,w‘gut any enquiry whether that was
s or falfey fo far was I from having any
jult or real reafon for. confirming or ag-
gravating it. _As for the reft of the priefts
of that church, as far as I was capable of
. P judging
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judging of them, in thofe juvenile days in
which I. was 'more intimately converfant
with feveral of them, I can only fay,
with the common voice, that there are
good and bad among them, though per-
haps to a much higher degree than I have
had occafion to obferve of thofe of any
other church. One thing I'can truly fay,
however, to their praife, that they gene-
rally take greater care to inftruct their
youth in matters of religion, and to oblige
them all to affift at their catechetical lec-
tures on Sundays in the afternoon. The
misfortune was, that we had no books to
learn them by heart beforehand, but the
prieft was forced by repetitions to incul-
cate them in our, memories; whence 1\
followed, that thofe who were wanting
either in attention or memory, went a-
way little the better for the pains he took
with them. , As for me, I never failed
‘coming, becaufe my memory beingyery
tenacious, and my apprehenfions p
quick, I could carry an anfwer of a
length at once or twice repeating, fc ha
I was moftly the firft interrogated, and re- ¢
ceived no fmall commendations from our /)

) mﬁrué“torsa
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inftru&ors, efpecially as I was one of the
youngeft, and was as ready at thofe an-
fwers on the next meeting, .as if I had
thought on nothing elfe all that time.
" And as this ufed to make me to be much
admired by the numerous audience, fo it
of courfe 'failed not to feed me with fe-
cret pride, and a natural fondnefs for all
fuch occafions of fhewing my talents.
The fame happened to me on my coming
firft into England, when Dr. Innes, proud
of his pretended profelyte, introduced me
into the company of all the learned di-
_ vines of bis acquaintance, . that they might
hear me defcant on the grounds of my
converfion; and I was by that time fo
£l verfed in that kind of learning, more
. \ from the books I occafionally read on that
fubje@, than from any pains he had taken
to inftruct me, that I believe few people
of my years, notwithftanding I had mur-
dered fo much of my time, could have
fa}xafnore in defence of the Chriftian re-
1ie%)n ; all which was fufliciently acknow-
_.lfdged with no {mall commendations and
congratulations, both by all that heard me,
and by thofe who have firft read thefe ar-
., P2 guments

. ’ -



( 212 )

guments in the fictitious book above-
mentioned ; for that fyftem of religion, and
defence of Chriftianity, was what I had
moftly extracted out of Limborch, and
fome other divines, without Dr. Innes’s
help, or even knowledge, though what
follows there, with refpect to Church go-
vernment, tas wholly his, as may be ea-
fily perceived from the difference of ftyle
and method. = However, when all' thefe
kinds of converfations were ended, my
doctor failed not to fpur my pride ftill far-
ther on, by telling me what thofe gentle-
men faid in my commendation, which,
whether or not exaggerated by him, gave
me fuch an extraordinary notion of m
parts, that I was proud of every opportuniﬂ
of thewing myfelf in all companies and
public places, without any other view than
that of feeding my natural vanity, whillt
he was privately purfuing what appeared
to him more weighty, the advancin
‘his fortune, to which end he ftrove
‘troduce me, and himfelf by my me: .:
all the great med in church and; ¢ ate;
which he found no hard matter tr ‘do,
becaufe, ere I -had beén in London threé
s leonths, )
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months, T had been fo cried up for a pro-’
digy, that they were all exceedingly de-
firous of feeing and converfing with me;
and not only the domeftic, but even the
foreign papers, had helped to blaze forth
many thipgs in my praife, for which there
was not any foundation, Thus I remem-
ber a remarkable article from London,
printed in the Dutch and French papers,
that the young Japaner had been prefented
to the archbithop of Canterbury, who.
admired him chiefly for his readinefs in
fpeaking a great variety of languages.
Whereas I cannot call to mind that I fpoke
any but the Latin, which his grace having
ither forgot, or being unufed to my fo-
{feign pronunciation, was forced to have
interpreted to him, by Dr, Innes, inEnglith.
So thatI found I needed not to be very
folicitous . to blow my own trumpet,
when the common cry, and the public
perers, did it beyond my expectation for
py ' I had indeed a fluency of the Latin,
and a fmattering of feveral modern lan-
guages, as, well as a great readinefs in learn-
ing them, had I apphed myfelf to them;
» but I boafted of more knowledge in them
P3 by
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" by far than I had, efpecially in the oricntal
ones; tho’ at that time quite ignorant of
them. y
I had not been two months in London be-
fore the door perfuaded me to tranflate’
the church catechifm into my pretended
Formofan language; and I, tho’ much a-
gainft my  will, was forced, by his over
bearing command, not only to perform the
odious tafk, but to prefent it afterwards to
the bithop of London, wha Teceived and
rewarded it with his ufual candor and ge~
nerofity, and laid it up among his other
curinus manufcripts, tho’ it rather deferved
to have been condemned to the flames.
However, the doGor had his own views tn
ferve, one of which was to confirm me m“‘.
the good opinion of that worthy prelate, ~
and of as many other gentlemen as fhould
either {ece or hear of it. And aiother, to
make me exert my talents in inventing and
familiarifing myfelf to this pretended For-
mofan ]anguagc and chara&er, for fearr
want of it fhould caufe fome unexpected
difcovery, at leaft ‘before he had got the
referment he was in purfuit of. When 1
had finithed the pretenﬁed verfion, the not

y . Oﬂly
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- only examined it himfelf carefully, but got

other perfons to do the fame, who all
found the language fo regular and gram-
matical, as well as different from all others
they knew, both with refpe& to the words
and idiom, that they gave it as their opi-
nion, that it muft be a real language, and
could be no counterfeit, much lefs have
been invented by fuch a ftripling as I; and
hence fome of thofe of my oppofers, who
thought me a Romith prieft in difguife,
imagined that T had beer affifted in, or
taught it, by fome of the fraternity be-
yond fea: I fhould have obferved, that I

had taken care to write it In one column

‘in Roman chara&er, with an interlineal

'+ Latin verfion in Italick, and in my invent-
- ed charaler on the oppofite column.

L]

As he found me to fucceed fo well in this
vile piece of invention, he foon after pre-
vailed upon me to write the hiftory of
Formofa, and got feveral of his and’ my
{,-quaintance to back the motion, as a
thing which would brmg much credit and
profit to me, and be vety acceptable to the
public. One might haveimagined, thatatafk
10 arduous and datigerous Would have ftart-

¢ S led
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led fuch a raw young fellow as I was, be-
"ing then fcarce twenty years old, and fo
very great a ftranger to thefe countric I
had indeed. got fome imperfect, nlf.ans
from a few books that had fallen in my
way, as well as from converfaiion with
thofc who. had: either been in thofe parts,®
“or had read more about them than I,
but was forced to hatch many things out
.of my own f’emle fancy, to fupply the
defe&ts of my knowledoe One thing
I found a great help and rellef from, that
the accounts ' we . then had of that ifland
from "Candidus, a Dutch minifter, who’
bad refided there, and from the reft of the
» writers who had'in fome meafure .copied
him, . were ftuffed with fuch morftroas &
abfurciitics and contradi@ions, and that the
place upon the whole was fo very un-
known to the Europeans, even to thofe
who had'been in China, Japan, and other
parts of that ‘country, that I might the
more’ eafily make whatever I {houlgalt: -
of it, t6 pafs current with the ger \
of the world.  Sothat without muclpne
fitation ‘T undertook the work, and rétoly-*
ed with myfelf to give fuchade(qlpuon
of

, @
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of it as fhould be wholly new and furpriz-
ing, and fhould in moft- particulars clath
~with all the accounts other writers had
given of it ; particularly that it belonged to
Japan, contrary to what all other writers
and travellers have afficined of its being
*fubject to China. And-thls I was left to
hammer out of my own brain, without
any other affiftance than- that of Varenius's
defcnpuon of Japan, which Dr.Innes put
into my hands, to- get: what 1 could out of
it. All this while both he and the book-
fellers weie fo earneft, for my difpatching
“it out ‘of hand, whilft the town was hot
in expetation of it, that I was fcarcely
allowed ¢wo months to write the whole,
* notwithftanding the many avocations I had
- by frequent vifitors, and invitations abroad.
*So .that it is no wonder the thing came
out fo crude, 1mperfe& and abfurd and
more fo would it have “been, " had not
fhe perfon, who englithed it from my
MWatin, affifted me o corre many more
and greater improbabilities, which I had
not had time to dlfcover but he hke-
wife was hurried on by the boekfellers?
and had the fcwer opportunities of con-
' * . fuking

.
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fulting me on that head. Befides, thege
was one maxim 1 could never be prevdiled
upon to depart from, viz. that wbate\cr
I had once affirmed in converfation, tho
to ever fo few people, and tho’ everuio
improbable, or even abfurd, fthould never
be amended or contradi€ted in the narra-
tive. Thus having once, inadvertently
in converfation, made the yearly number
of facrificed infants to 'amount eighteen
thoufand, I could never be perfuaded to
leflen it, though I had been often made
fenfible of the impoffibility of fo {fmall an
ifland lofing fo many males every year,
without becommg at length quite depopu-
lated, {uppofing the inhabitants to have
been fo ftupid as to comply with, or the'
priefts inhuman enough to have exatted -
fuch a number of human vi&ims. I muft .
moreover obferve here, that my friends
found flill a much weightier objection a-
gainft my account, wiz. how fuch a fitip-
ling as I muft be when I left that co

try (for being then but near twenty years,
of age I could not be fuppofed to have
been above fifteen. or fixteen, upon my
pretended coming away) could give fuch -
' . ' *a large



( 219 )

a large and particular account of it, as
could "hardly have been expected from a
‘man of twice my age. Many of them
were hence inclined to impute what was
fo liable to objection in my narrative to
my want of years and experience, which
might make me the more liable to miftake.
This, though a very eandid excufe for
me, I was not inclined to admit of, and
therefore, to abate the wonder, was forced,
by Dr. Innes’s advice, to affume three
years more than I had, and to pretend I
.was nineteen years when I came away,
and between twenty-two and twenty-three
at the writing of the book; more than that
had I pretended to be, my face, air, and
behavnour would have given the the lye,
for in that only refpeét did I appear what
I really was, a raw, young, hot-headed and

inconfiderate firipling. However, thefe
monftrofities, as I may juftly call them,

which gave me fo much trouble to vindi-
cate afterwards, both in company and in
a new preface to the {econd edition of that
vile romance, hayve really, fince I came to
be in a better mind, proved no fmall com~ -
fort to me, fince they have been an effec-

‘o ‘ w tual
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* tual means of difcrediting the whole rela-
tion, and faved me the trouble and fhame
of doing it in print, efpecially during the
life of many of my worthy friends, who,
from a real principle of candor and charity,
had publicly engaged in my quarrel, and
to whom :fuch an open acknowledgment
maft have given the greateft mortification
fo tha«qhough I was come by that time
to abhor the unpoﬁure, yet I contented
myfelf with owning it only to fome of my
moft intimate friends ; and in other com~
pany, when queftioned about it, with
turning the fubje@ in fuch manner as
fhould give them to underftand, that I was
afhamed to enter farther into it.
The firft edition had not been long pub-
lithed before it was all fold, and a new
one demanded, with fuch alterations and
vindication of the old one_as might moft
likely promote .the fale, and fansfy at
once the curiofity of the public, atd"the
avarice of the proprietor ; for, as to me,
I had only the fmall fum of ten guineas
. for the copy of the firit, and twelve more
for the improvements in the fecond, be-
fides fuch prefents as were made,me by
the

4
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the generous few to whom I prefented-
them. But before I ventured on the fe-
cond, I was fent by the good bithop of
London, and my other friends, to Oxford,
to purfue fuch ftudies as I was fit for, - or
inclined to, whilft my oppofers and advo-
cates were difputing here about ‘the merit
or demerit of the fitft. And.when I
came to the univerfity, Ifound manylearncd
and worthy friends as warmly ‘engaged
for, as others were againft me; and
with this! feeming advantage on my fide,
at which I have had frequent occafion to
bluth, that the former were men of the
beft characer for candor and probity, as
well as learnmo and parts, and whom, for
that very reaf.m, I forbear, asIought, to
name, their partiality for me being the
mere effe@ of too extenfive a. charity and
generofity, and which only expofed them
to the farcafms and ridicule of my oppo-
nents.

ISowever that be, I had a convenient a-
partment affigned me in one of the moft
confiderable colleges by the worthy head of
it, a man in high reputatlon for his writ-
ings and umverfal skill in all polite lltcra-
* turc,

@
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ture, and efteemed one of the mojt ac-
complifhed gentlemen of his age. gwas
not, indeed, immatriculated, for réafons
fcarce worth troubling the world with, but
had~szll the other advantages of learning
whicl’ that college or the univerfity could
afford me, ¢ither by accefs to the public
and private librarics, or by acquaintance
with fome of theJearned in feveral other
colleges as well as our own, and in this
laft I had, moreover, a very worthy and
learned tutor affigned me, who not only:
gave me leave to affift at all the leGtures
he read to his other pupils, fome of whom
were gentlemen of high birth and for-
tune, and greatly advanced in learning,
but allowed, and even invited me to make
fuch objections as my mind fuggefted to
me, or even to chufe the fubject of our
entertainment, whetherthe Newtonian phi-
lofophy, logic, poetry, or divinity ; which
laft was, of all others, my favourite one,
as well as in a great meafure his, for he
took orders foon after I left Oxford.
As to the mathematics, in which he was
alfo well fkilled, though I had a great
opinion of that ftudy, yet could I never
be
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be prevailed to go over the threfhold; and:
the needlefs demonftrations, as I then
thought them, to many of Euclid’s propo-
ﬁtlons, which appeared to me felf-evi-
dent, fuch as that the lines that are dfdwi
throuvh a circle, are longer or {liorter ac-
cordmg to their nearnefs or diflance from
the centre, and others of the like nature,
feemed to me rather tnﬂmg than ferious
or ufefpl, and I could¥névet have the pa-
tience to be better informed. Hiftory,
efpecmlly ancient chronology, &c. ap-
peared fo dark, intricate and liable to fuch
unfurmountable difficulties, that I neverex-
pected. to meet with any fatisfation in
them, worth the time and pains they
would coft to learn, fo that I was a long
while before I could be induced to read
Scripture hiftory, neither did I begin to
be converfant in it till I came to have a tafte
for the Hebrew tongue, which was not till
many years after, and that by mere accident,
as I fhall thew in the fequel. Church
mufic, which was then in great perfeGionby
the encouragement which the worthy dean
of Chrift-Church gave it, as well as by
feveral of his excellent compofitions in

that
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that kind, was the main thing that ‘capti-
" vated my vain foving fancy, and took: SuP-
‘moft of my fpare “hours, though I was
not a little athamed to fee what drunken,
idle ragamuffians compofed almoft every’
choir there, and with what indolence, to
call it by no worfe a name, they performed
their parts, except on fome more folemn
occafions than ordinary, as when the bi-
thop, or fome perfons of diftin&tion, ap-
peared at the Divine worfhip. The even-
ing I commonly fpent with fome fele&
company, but without drinking to excefs,
or even to a degree of exhilaration, which
I neither wanted nor was inclined to, and
at the ufual hour of nine retired to my
apartment. But here to make a fhew, at,
leaft, of retrieving the time I wafted a-
broad in the day-time in company, mu-
fic, &ec. I ufed to light a candle, and let
it burn the greateft part of the night in
my ftudy, to make my.neighboeurs believe
I. was plying of my books; and fleeping
in my eafy chair, left the bed often for a
whole week as Ifound it, to the great fur-
prize of my bed-maker, who could hardly
imagine how I'could live with fo little -
fleep,
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ﬂeep, and without. the ufual benefit of bed
refrethment. ;Had, I not been blefled with
a ftrong con(htunon feaﬁmcd moreover by
two years fatigues in the army; and by my’
living moderate and low, I might perhaps
have felt the fad effeéts of fuch an irregu-~
larity, and I don’t know ‘but.my appre~
henfion of it might be one main motive
that induced me to make a thew of it, .in
order to give it the greater merit; for I
began to pretend. to have fwelled legs and
feet, anda gouty kind of difemper, which
my friends failed not to attribute to that,

and earneftly intreated me to Jubmit te
more regular hours and method of reft.

They likewife prevailed upon me to go
and drink fome medicinal, waters at a fmall
diftance from the city, it being then the
feafon, and a good deal of company of
both fexes refortmg to it;: but as I knew
mylelf to ftand in no need of any of thofe
helps, I went thither only twice or thrice,
rather for the fake of the company, diver-
fion, and mufic; but as my pretended
lamenefs gave me a kind of gravity, -which
I was not willing to part with, not know-
ing how to keep up to the one without the
other,

*
[
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other, I went ftill limping about l:kc an
old gouty fellow, though no man ¢ould.
enJoy a better fhare of ‘health and flow
of fpirits than I did all the time I ftaid
there. |
It were a-thame for me to tell how idly I
fpent moft’ of ‘my time, - -and how little
progrefs I made in fuch a place, company,
ahd among fuch noble libraries, and learned
acquaintance ;"-for, excepting thofe lec-
‘tures which I heard from tny tutor, moft
of what I got was by converfation, bat
little or nothing by reading, except in books
of controverfy, almott the. only ones that
could captivate my roving mind. Howe-
ver, it was duting my fhort “abode here,
(fcarcely fix months) that I employed my
leifure hours in corre@ing and revifing my
romance of Formofa, and wrote the beft
anfwer I could to the objections that had
beerd made to the fitft edition, in a fecond
preface, which, all things confidered, met
with much greater approbatmn than it de-
ferved, from thofe few intimates I had
fhewed it to; after which, taking my leave
of all my friends there, I fet out for London,
where I foon after publithed that fecond

. : edi-
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edition. At my coming to my old lodgings
in Pall-Mall, where Dr.Innes and I had for-
merly lodged, I was told that he was gone
over chaplain-general to the Englifh forces in’
Portugal. I had no reafon to regret his ab-
fence, for he had, before I went to Oxford,
been guilty of fuch notorious and barefaced
immoralities, as well in this as in a former
lodging in the Strand," both thofe of fober
and reputable families, that his character
had greatly fuffered by it, and he went a-
way, juft time enovgh to fave himfelf the
:mortification of being fhamefully turned
out of this laft, as he had been out of the
former. Had I been, indeed, a real con-
vert from heathenifm to Chriftianity, it
might have been truly faid of him, what’
our Divine Mafter faid of the Pharifees,
compafling fea .and land to gain a profe-
lyte, and making him ten times more
wicked than themfelves; and he hath been
more than once feverely ‘reproved by his
acquaintance, for the fcandalous example
he gave to me in particalar, who was
admired by them for the contrary virtues.
The truth is, he had an almoft infurmount-
able propenfity to wine and women, and
v Q.2 when
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* whet fraught with the former, fell imfio-
derately foul on the latter, whether maids
or married, not fcrupling to ufe even vio-
lence ; which 1 particularly mention, be-
caufe hlS behaviour in thefe, and feveral
other refpects, *to fay nothing of what I
have hinted in a former note, gave me but
too much caufe to think that he had no real
regard- to -religiop, either natural or re-
vealed; fo .that had I not been happily
reftrained by Divine Grace, his example
would not have failed to have' extinguithed
‘allfenfe of remorfe whichaccompanied every
indire aéion I did, and confirmed me
in downright infidelity, in which cafe I
might never have been fo happily m:se
fenfible of the error of my ways, as I have
fince been, nor ever repented of them, til
it had been too late. I have thereforc
great reafon to acknowledge it the greateft
mercy that could befal me, that I was to
well grounded in the principles and evi-
dence of the Chriftian religion, that nei-
ther the ‘converfation of the then free-
thinkers, as they loved to flile themfelves,
and by many of whom'I was feverely at-
tacked, nor the writingsof a Hobbs, Spinofa,
‘ Toland,
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Toland, Collins, Tindal, &c. againft the
truth of Divine revelation, could appear to
- me in any other light than as the vain ef-
forts of a dangerous fet of men to over-
turn areligion, the beft founded, and moft
judicioufly calculated to promote.the peace
and happinefs of mankiid, both tempo-
ral and eternal ; I moft own, that the fo-
phiftry which perpetually runs thro’ their
writings, like the warp through the woof,
. gave me but too much cdufe to fufpect
their fincerity, and that the inveteracy they
thew againft the nobleft fyftem of mora~
lity that- ever could be thought of, to
which all their united force could never
fubftitute any thing better, or near fogood,
is but a forry proof of their pretended love
to truth, and to the good of mankind, ef-
pecially when I confidered how fully and
frequently their writings have been an-
fwered and exploded by better hands, with-
out any other vifible effect than that of
their trumping up the fame old trite argu-
ments in fome new drefs, and claiming 2
frefh victory from them, |

Q:)’ -IhOP$
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I hope that what I have now wrote will
not .be deemed by the candid at leaft, as
defigned to proclaim my own praife, fee-
ing_ it rather aggravates my guilt that I
could a& fuch a notorious piece of hypo-
crify, contrary to the ftrongeft convitions
I then felt, that it was impious and of-
fenfive' to God. What I chiefly men-
tion it here for, is only to obferve, that
it was that very conviction (which his
good providence would not fuffer to be
quite extinguifhed in me, though he per-
mitted it to be fo long kept under by the
impetuofity of my wild and ungovernable
vanity) that did at length co<operate with
his grace to work in me an utter abhor-
rence both againft that vile and dangerous
paffion, and the fill viler crimes it had
involved me in: for if fincerity is one
of the moft effential virtues of the gofpel,
how abominable muft fuch a long-wind-
ed and multifatious diffimulation appear to
a guilty perfon, when brought to a deep
fenfe of it, however light it might feem to
-him in the more youthful and inconfiderate
part, of his life? Thofe only who have
felt'cars Judgc of the fmart and horror of it,

under
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‘under which nothing could well fupport
them but a fure reliance on the death and
merits ‘'of a Divine Saviour, and a fincere
repentance for, and deteftation of ‘it. For
as fuch a happy change can only be the
work of Divine Grace, fo. it gives one a
moral and comfortable affurance of pardon-
and acceptance at the throne of .infinite
mercy, through the efficacious-intercef-
fion of our common Redeemcr and eternal
High Prieft.
But though I occafionally mention it here,
I would pot have it inferred from thence,
that I began fo foon to give way to fo fa.
lutary a remorfe. 1 was too young, vain,
rafh and thoughtlefs to be any other way
influenced by it, than as it put me upon
finding out the moﬁ fenfelefs excufes and
palliatives, fuch as every one may eafily
guefs at, that hath been, like me, a flave
to youthful paffions. So that above half

a fcore or a'dozen years were mif-fpent in
a courfe of the moft thameful idlenefs, va-
nity and extravagance; fome fort of gal-
lantry with the fair fex, with many of
whom, even perfons of fortune and cha-
racter of fenfe, wit, and learning, I was
Q4 become

)
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become a great favourite,” and might, if I
could have overcome my natural fheepifh-
" nefs and fear of a repulfe, have been moré
fuccefsful either by way of matrimony or
intrigue; which I have fince the more
wondered at, " confidering my great pro-
penfity ~to women was as ftrong as
my vanity, and the opportunities fo many
and inviting, and I'fo little fcrupulous a-
bout the danger or guilt of them ; yet I may
truly. fay, that hardly any man who might
have .enjoyed fo great a variety, ever in-
dulged himfelf in fo few inftances of the
unlawful kind as I have done. ‘This I
am far from hinting by way of pretence

to a greater’ degree of virtue, of which
no man could then have alefs fhare than I;

for in thofe "few, wherein I was unhap-
pily engaged, but efpecially one wherein
my affe€tion was captivated- to an immo-
derate degree, no man purfued them with
more eagernefs and excefs than I did. But
I am far enough from being inclined to
edtertain my reader with a’ “detail of my
fad irreguolarities and follies, either in'this
or other refpe@ts, which I have long
fince looked ‘back upon with fhame and

forrow,
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forrow ; only, with regard to fuch kind of
unlawful amours,. I caniot recal to mind
my. ftrong and vehement bias for them,
without thankfully acknowledging * that
there muft have been fome. fecret provi-
dence that kept me from. giving, fuch way
as I might otherwife have done. to the
ruin of my health, circumftances, &c.
or my. being unwarily drawn into fome
unhappy marriage, or ether ~fnares, into
which I have obferved many a one lefs
rafh, extravagant, and inconfiderate than I,
have fo unhappily fallen into. ’
I was led into this fenfe of God’s divine
providence towards me, by fome (I may
fay) unavoidable obfervations on his gra-
cious difpenfations, in which it was im-
pofible for me to be miftaken : one was,
my meeting with an almoft conftant dif-
appointment in my moft pleafing profpets,
my moft fanguine expectations and favou-
rite projects, whenever the-end propofed
- was the fatisfa&ion of my predominant
paffion, or the means to attain it were
fach .as my confcience condemned as un-
lawful ; fo that I feldom failed of reaping
fome pungent fhame; mortification or dif-

3 _ ~ grace,
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gracc,' .where I expetted approbation and
applaufe, or with loffes and poverty, where -
1 looked for profit or gain. On the other
hand, whenever I chearfully entered into
any laudable method of living that offered
itfelf, or rather, which the fame -good
Providence'.threw in my way, I always
met with furprifing fuccefs, and with fuch
credit ahd approbation as made me ample
amends for thé ftruggles my pride made
againft it on-account of its meannefs. I
fhall take the liberty of giving a fignal
inftance, becaufe it hath an immediate
connetion with the impofture I was flill
firiving to carry on, and confequently de-
ferves.to be expofed. -
I had been about five or fix years in Eng-
Iand, and lived in fuch an extravagant and
carele(s manner (if not in expences, which
were rather moderate than lavith, had I
been in any laudable way of gaining.a
competency, but which for want of that
often run me into debt, without any vifi-
ble way of extricating myfelf) when a plau~
fible way was offered to. me, by one Pat-
- tenden, of getting money, and credit too,
by 'a white fort of Japan which be had
found
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found out, and was then, in vain, endea-
‘vouring to recommend to the world, tho’
it was really a curious fort of work. His
propofal was, that I fhould father, and
introduce it, under the notion of my hav-
ing learned and brought the art from
Formofa; on which condition,” and my
putting rnow and then a hand to the
painting, he offered me a confidérable
{hare in the profit. I readily agreed to his
propofal, not only on account of the pro-
fit-we {uppofed it would bring, but much
more fo as it would yield a kind of
convmcmg proof to the fabulous account
I bad given of myfelf. We accordingly
advertifed it under the name of White
Formofan Work ; and it was viewed and
greatly admired by the curious for its fine
whitenefs, fmoothnefs, and hardnefs, and
for the beauty of the other colours painted
upon it: notwuhﬁandmg which, and all
the extravagant encomivms we gave it,
by far beyond what it really deferved, and
our care and artifice .to conceal its real
faults, for fome it had, we. could never
- make it fucceed fo as to be gainers by it
And though our difappointment might be

owing
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owing, in fome meafure, to the vaft high
pnce he rated it at, contrary to my opi-
‘nion, yetI have caufe to blefs God it fo
'happlly mifcarried, and was forced to quit
; for had the proje& fucceeded accord-
lng to my fanguine hopes, it would have
hardened -me only the more irretrievably in
my vile Jmpoﬂ:ure and fclf-concext bat its
being fo unaccountably blafted, in fpite of
all our endeavours to puth it forward, did
not a little contribute to infpire me "with
a diflike toall fuch unlawful and dithoneft
‘ways of getting of money, though this
was not the immediate refult of my dxfape
pointment ; on the contrary, I grieved at it,
and at fome other of the like nature, for
fome years, till the frequency of them made
me fee clearly into’ the true caufe of them,
and fully perfuaded me that nothing but an
honeft and fincere intention, followed by
the ufe of right and lawful means, could be
attended with fuccefs ; for Iattempted fince
then feveral other means of getting of mo-
ney, which, though not equally odious as
this, were ftill blameable in me, by rea-
fon of my incapacity for them, -fuch asthe
practifing
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pradtifing a kind of empyrical phyfic, teach
ing of fome .modern languages, &c. of
which .I neither was a fufficient: mafter,
nor capable of a competent application to
make myfelf fo. However, as I was hap=-
pily difappointed in them all, .and as Thad
reafon to think juftly too, it fet me, at

length, on a mere honeft and .ldudable
fcent3 and it was not long before Provi-
dence threw That in my way, which nei-
ther my pride nor my reluctance to a clofe
application, would have fuffered me to
have fought after, or even thought of : for
a counfellor of Lincoln’s-Inn, who brought
up his three fons and a daughter under his
own eye, .and had a better opinion of me
by far than I deferved, fent for me, and
propofed to me the inftruéting his fons in
the Latin-tongue, and fuch other branches
of learning, as I fhould think them capa-
ble of, at his own chambers. I readily ac-
cepted the offer, notwithftanding the falary
was rather too fmall for the charge, as I
was toattend them twice a day, and fpend, -
at leaft, three hours with them every day,
. and lived at fome diftance from him. I

was, in about a year’s time, honourably
‘ difcharged,

)
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difcharged, upon his fending them to be
farther educated beyond fea.
Soon_ after this I was recommended to be
tator to a young gentleman, about eight
miles from London : his father, who was
an officer in the army, had kept him for fe-
veral years at“fome confiderable fchools to
little purpofe, for when I came to him,
he could hardly tranflate one line out of
the plaineft Latin authors, which he at-
tributing rather to the remiflnefs of his for-
mer mafters, than to his want of genius,
‘refolved to give him a home education.
T found him, however, fo unacquainted
with every grammar rule, and fo averfe to
.begin afrefh with it, he being then near
fifteen years of age, that I was obliged to
acquaint his father with the little hopes I
~ had of him in the¢ literary way, and pro-
pofed the teaching him fome other branches
of learning, for which he fhewed a rea-
dier genius, and particularly fortification,
which, as I formerly hinted, I had learned
from our’ indolent Jefuit, and of which I
was become a pretty good mafter, by con-
verfation in the army, by feeing a good
number of confiderable fortrefles in feveral

) ‘ parts
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parts of Europé, and more particularly by
reading Vauban, Cohorn, and other emi=
nent authors on the fubjet. My propolal
was readily agreed to both by father and fon,
and the latter made a confiderable progrefs:
in it in a little time, infomuch that we
had not only gone through all the theory
of it, and he could také any plan of a
place, but had likewife made:amodel in
clay of alarge fortified city, in which I
had contrived to have a fpecimen of every
thing that related to the art of fortifying,
both in the regular and irregular way, en-
gineering, &c. and which, when finifhed,
was not a little admired, not only as a no-
velty, but likewife as a compleat piece of
fortification. The misfortune was, that
my falary was neither anfwerable, as I
thought, to the | pains I took with my pu-
il (whom I ftill made, at proper times,
apply himfelf to Latin, and other branches
of literature) butlikewife, through the ex- .
travagance of the father, very ill paid;
which made me fo much the more uneafy,
as I had contrated fome debts which I
fhould have been glad then to have paid -
with it Thxs, at length determined me

, before
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before the year was quite out, to accept
of an offer, which not. only appeared
more advantageous, but likewife more fuit-
able to my vanity, though it fo far difo-
bliged the gentleman’s father, that he
made no fcruple to refufe paying me what
was flill due to me, and to let me go
from him with vifible tokens of his re-

fentment. .
This happcncd juft after the rebellion was
broke out in Lancathire and Scotland, anno
1715, on which account new troops were
raifed every where, and he became fo
confiderable and fluth of money, that I
might have made my own terms to have’
-ftaid with him. Baut, by that time, fome
-of my friends had prevailed upon the ma-
‘jor of aregiment of dragoons, to make
me the offer of being clerk to the regi-
~ment, and as I knew him to be by far a
much finer, and more generous gentleman
" of the two, nothing could diffuade me
from accepting it. He could not, how-
ever, prevail on the other captains to make
me clerk to their troops, that,being, as
they faid, a, perquifite bclongmg to_the
quartcr-maﬁcr; but it did not hinder
him
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him from retaining’ me to this, and mak-
ing fuch additions to the common falary .
out of his own pocket, as made it near
an equivalent, and the friendfhip and
regard he thewed me, made me be looked
upon as a fit companion to the reft of the
officers, feveral of whom having had a
liberal education at fome of the univer-
fities, it 'was not long before we came in-
to a kmd of intithacy ; there was, befides,
another thing, which procured me no fmall
efteem among them, viz. my becoming
very foon. acquamtcd with the clergy and
other gentlemen in every place we came
to, efpecially with the learned and curious,
by which means I could introduce fuch of
our officers to them as were men_of me-
rit or chara@er, as the moft part of them
were. But what added ftill more weight
to the reft was, that my friend, the ma-
jor, who had often heard me called by the-
familiar nick-name of Sir George, in fome
of the families where he had become ac-
quainted with me, after the peace of U-
trecht, took it into his head not only to
continue the fame flile to me, but even
to giye it out, that I had been knighted by

, R . Queen
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quecn Anne, Thxs laft I wagindeed wholly,
ignorant of, for a'long while, and denied
- it as often as.the queftion was put to me,
Jbut was, however, fo- fond of the fea-
ther in the fool’s cap, that rather than fore-
go it, .. I ;ufed to lay a ftronger claimi to it,
under. pretence of my birth and famlly,
_‘for T fill paffed current for a Formofan,
arnd was as proud as ever of being thought
fo, as it procured me fuch an accefs al
mong perfons of rank and learning, which
I likewife made a means of bringing our
officers and them into a familiar and agree-
able acquaintance, who might otherwife
Jhave, been more. than ordinarily fhy of
each other at that <ritical’ junture. I
might add, that as I was likewife a greater
favourite of the fair fex, than any of the
red coats, whom they could not but look
upon with fome 'dread at that time, I
had frequent invitations from them, even
‘thofe of rank and fortune, whofe curiofity
“would not permit them to fuffer fo great
" a ftranger as I was to come, or even to
pafs fo near them, without having the
- pleafure of feeing and converfing with
hxm and mformmo themfelves in all the
' particulars
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particulars that related to him. Andas .1
always took- care to behave.in fuch a man=
her as might gain their: eﬁeem, as well ds
admlratxon, fo I could the more eafily iiis
troduce fuch of our gentlemen as bore aiy
unexceptionable charatter to them, by
which means we had -the fatisfaction * of
fpendmg many a pleafant dayn their cotn= -
pany in the moft innocent and agreeable
manner, particularly in Lancafbire, "and,
after the fuppreffion of the rebellion, where
we continued quarters, ‘at: W:gan, Wars
tington and’ Manchefter, in which laft I
had,- moreover, the opportunity of fre~
quently vifiting a noble library belonging
to the collegiate church, and well furnithed
with all manner of books that could be
purchafed with money : for it is endowed -
with 100l. per ann. to fupply it with new
ones as they come out, and yet, when I
was there, they had above gool. in bank,
and fcarce. knew how to lay it out, in-
fomuch that they were thinking of pur-
chafing of fome of the moft curious ma-
nufcripts. ‘This, I could not but obferve to
them, was ill judged, confidering the fitu-
ation of it, chiefly among tradefmen, who
' R 2 have
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have" neither tafte nor knowledge of fuch
valuable pieces, and the few leamed men
in that neighbourhood that could reap any
henefit from them, and rather advifed them
to lay out that income in purchafing fuch
valuable ‘modern’ books, as were yearly
'pubhfhed both. in England and out of it,
and which, I th(mght would better anfwer
the intention 6f the noble donor. -They
fecmcd to acquiefce in what I faid ; but
whether they followed my advice or not,
1 never enquired. fince.
jl."hefe allurements, fo foothing to my na~
tural vanity,,and our often moving from
- one . county to another, made me ftay
* longer.in the regiment than I ought in rea-
fon or confcience (had I -been capable of
liftening to cither) to-haye done, confidering
that I was of no fervicc, but. only a dead
: wexght to my friend the major, who, be-
ing moreover:as bad an ceconomift as my-
felf, would have been glad enough to have
been rid of me, though he never, eitherin
word or carriage, gave me the lcaﬁ hint of
it, but rather the contrary ; yet fome of
thofe friends of mine, who had recom-
mended me to him at firft, had more than

cnee
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- once advifed me to eafe him of fo expen-’
five a load ; yet fo pleafed was I with this
wandering and idle kind of life, which gave -
me an opportunity of trave]lmg through,
and feeing, fo many countries I thould
otherwife never have been able to fee, that’
I could not prevail upon myfelf to leave.
the regiment, till it was ordered into Ireland,
and then marched as far as Briftol with
them, and,faw them embarked for that
kingdom : fo'that I had been, from firft
to laft, fomewhat above two years in this
wandering kind of amufing life,” without
reaping any other advantage than the fee-
ing variety of places and people, and con-
verfing here and there with fome learned
ten and books, though nothing fo much
with the latter as I might have done, if
my indolence, vanity and the variety of
objets which danced before my eyes, had
not diverted me from it. .

Upon my return from Briftol, I was at no
fmall lofs how to difpofe of myfelf for
fome time, and having had time to rumi-
nate upon my mxf—fpcnt time and idle life,
was eafily induced, by fome of my friends,
to alter my courfe, and, if poffible,. to get

R3 into
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into a way of earning a competency by my
own induflry, rather than live at other peo-
ple’s coft, or, which was much worfe, on
their charity, which I could not now but
look upon myfelf as a. moft unworthy ob-'
jet of 5 and, asI had a little {mattering of
painting and drawing, and had 1 been
capable of a proper application, might,
" with affiftancé, have attained to a confi-
derable proficiency in it,- ‘having a ftrong
gemus for, and no lndlff'crent judgment in
it. However, to go the neareft and eafieft
way to work, I refolved on that of fan
‘painting, which required 'lefs time and
pains_to learn ; and had the profit been
any thing anfwerable to my afliduity, I
could have been contented to have drudg-
ed on with it flill. - But that bufinefs
was then at fo low and contemptible an
ebb, that, though I lived with a good fa-
mily almoft gratis, and was early and late
. at work, yet I found it impofiible to get a
bare competency by it; notwithftanding
the encouragement feveral of my friends
and acquaintance gave me. This, how-
ever, brought me acquainted with a worthy
clergyman ; who, thinking the employ-

. ment
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ment too mean for a man of my education,
and parts, and that I might beftow my
time to much better purpofe in fome kind’
of laudable ftudy, particularly that of 'di-
vinity, which I had always been moft fond
of and converfant in, engagcd to raife a
fubfcription among his acquamtance, by
which I might be enabled to follow my
ftudies with more eafe. He did it accord-
ingly, to the amount of between: twenty and
thirty pounds per ann. which, with the
help of a fmall addition I got to it, by per-
fecting of a young gentleman in the Latin
tongue and fome other branches jof learn-
ing, made it 2 comfortable competency,
efpecially as I was-become, by this time,
a better ceconomift, and had fallen into a
more frugal way of living.

. But all this while this fubfcription. did lie
fomewhat heavy on my confcience, and at
fome particular times gave me no fmallunea-
finefs, inafmuch as it was founded on a belief
of my being a Formofan, and a real con-
vert to the church of England, which thofe
pious fubfcribers had not any doubt of, that
I could find, 'even to their dying day; for
whenever I waited on them, I always met
R4 with

.
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with the kindeft reception and civil treat-
ment that could be wifhed. This uneafi-
nefs flill increafed, as I now and. then met
with: fome people at their houfes, whofe
behaviour and objections, thouoh not in
plain terms, gave me but too much reafon
to think they had not the fame charitable
opinion of me ; and.this put me upon va-
rious indireCt means to prevent my friends
being prevailed upon by them to withdraw
theirbenevolence. Thismade me 6ften with
.and pray, that I might but fall into fome
more honeft way of living without it, and
free myfelf by it from that aggravated re-
morfe, with which I was forced to receive
it. But though I was fully perfuaded of
' the guilt, yet I was not fenfibly enough af-
fected with it to make an open confeffion
of it; and how unworthy I was of their
charitable opinion and affiftance ; and con-
tented myfelf with making fome refolutnons
of giving up the latter, at leaft, as foori as
T could get myfelf into a way of living
without it.
- I became, at length, providentially I may
fay, acquainted with a_perfon who was
concerned in various braqchcs' relating to
the



( 249 ) _
the printing trade, and in very good cir-
cumftances. He' was, moreover, a very
_ generous and good-natured gentleman, and
I became, in a little time, fo great a fa-
vourite, that he could fcarce pafs a day
without feeing and confulting me about
fome of his affairs; and by -his means L
came at laft to tranflate books;. and to get
a comfortable living by it. -It was then I
began to perceive, with np fmall joy, how
God blefled my endeavours in propor-
tion to my diligence and honefty, which
made fo lively an impreflion’ on my mind,
that I refolved never to be concerned in
any works, that were either prophane, he-
retical, or of a trifling nature-or ill ten-
dency, and have accordingly refufed them
whenever they have been offered to me.
From tranflating of other , people’s works, -
I came at length to print fome of my own,
and with the fame laudable view, ‘and have
found fill more credit and comfort in it,
and more caufe to blefs the Divine mer-
¢y, for the wonderful and. undeferved
fuccefs I have fince met with. But of
thefe I fhall fpeak in 2 more proper
Place 5 in the mean time I thall only ob-

. ferve
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ferve here, that my charitable friends, dying
‘one after another, as my bufinefs increafed,
I never applied to the furvivors for a conti-
nuance of their benevolence, but declined
it where it was offered, as being then able
to live without it: and I can only add,
that though I once looked ‘upon thefe fub-
fcriptions as no lefs unworthily beftowed
upon, than bafely received by me, yet I
have had the comfort to obferve fince, that
they proved the happy means of freeing me
from a more laborious and unprofitable life,
and of enabling me to follow thofe ftudies
with more eafe' and. chearfulnefs, which
fitted me, in time, for thofe more arduous
- and beneficial tafks,'which I have been fince
engaged in ; feeing it was during the greater -
part of that time, that I applied myfelf to
the Hebrew tongue, and to the more clofe
fludy of the facred books; by which means
I had an opportunity of making a large.
colle@tion of critical and other remarks,
which, though defigned then only for my
own information, came at length to have
2 place in. one of thofe works I fhall fpeak
of in the fequel, where they have fince met
with the approbation of the public, both in

- ’ _ anland
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England and abroad; though even under
thofe encouragements, and with thofe op-
.portunities I had, I muft own,. to my thame,
that I was flill far enough from fuch a lay-
dable application; -as might have turned’
them to better advantage ; and that I fill
mif-fpent a great deal of my time ip 3 loofe,
carelefs manner, and that it was not till
after a year or two that I difengaged myfelf
from company, efpecially’ of the fair fex,
though, one perfon except®d, rather trifling
than culpable, to follow my books more
clofely. I fhall therefore {kip all the for-
mer part of my time, from the twentieth
to the thirty-fecond year of my age, asa
fad blank to every thing that was good or
laudable, and fraught with a difmal variety
of folly, indifcretiop and other mifcarriages,
which would rather difguft than inform,
or even divert 3 fober reader, to come to a
more hopeful and inftru&ive period; and
only obferve, before-hand, that it was no
fimall happinefs to me, (which, to whatfo-
ever owing, I ought at leaft to attribute to

~ my own difcretion) that the many learned

’ and pious perfons I was formerly, and con-,
tinued ftill, acquainted with, (for it ‘was ..

. ‘ with
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with fuch that I moftly chofe to conver(c)
were never acquainted with, nor, ashI
could perceive, ever fufpected me of being
guilty of fuch a fhameful, idle and {canda-
lous way of living, but believed that,I,
'fpent moft of ‘my time to better purpofe;
elfe it is not to be doubted but I had been
difcarded and fhunned by them. In which
cafe I fhould have entirely loft the moft ef-
fectnal means of coming into a better way-
of thinking, which their converfation, ex-
ample, and the many good books which
they lent me, did at length happily bring
me to, and been left, like a weather-cock,
expofed to all winds : for though I could
talk, and, at fome ferious intervals, think as
ferioufly as they of religion and its moft
Jmportant duties, and even comply with
them in fuch a manner, as feemed very
delightful and edifying to them ; yet was
my roving heart .fo far from joining fin-
cerely, or being affe@ed with them, that I
could eafily forego them, to indulge any
new rifing fatisfattion, though ever fo op-
pofite. And indeed, fuch a frequent va-
riety did offer itfelf naturally in my way,

as I was in no way able to refift.
" “'Thus,
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Thus, for inftance, it was natural for thofe
intimates to.introduce or renew fome old
fubje&t or topic relating to my pretended
.country, travels, converfion, or other ro-
mantic part of my life, which, however:
‘irkfome it was then become tome to repeat,
and as it were toconfirm anew ; yet there was’
no way for me to avoid it, unlefs I had at
- once acknowledged the whole relation to
have been a notorious and thameful impof-
ture ;. and what a deadly wound muft have
fuch an’ unexpeéed confeffion given to my
natural vanity? and what a mortification
would it have been, to fuch fincere honeft
people, to hear it from my own mouth ?
fo that, counld I even have had courage
enough to forego the former,” as I have
more than once thought and even refolved

to do, yet how could I find it in my heart
to give fo fenfible a dn(pleafure to perfons

that had fhewn fo much friendthip and
zeal for me ? to fay nothing of the dreadful
apprehenfions of the confequence of their
charitable opinion being thereby turned in-
to a juft abhorrence and deteftation. Th:s‘
was the fad dilemma I found myfelf. in
when I came to reflect {crxouﬂy on my

cafe,
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cafe, . and which made me conclude it, all
thmgs confidered, altogether imipoffible for
me to extricate myfelf out'cf, without fome
miraculous power to affift mie to overéome
.2~ paffion, which had hitherto eluded afl
"the oppofition- which my reafon and exs*
perience: had" been. able to raife againft
it. ‘But what glimpfe of hope of any fuch
Divine belp could fuch 4 wretch have, who,
with his eyes open to the guilt and dans
ger, had brought himfelf into fuch a’dan«
gerous ftate? ‘But God’s mercy, which is
over all his works, is not to be judged of
by us according to’ our narrow apprchen-
fions, but according to the gracious ma«
nifeftaton he has givcn-us of it in his
gofpel-; and as that affurance gave me good
“grounds to hope, fo that hope infpired me
with a defign to ufe dll proper means to
obtain it,- and leave the iffue of it to his
Divine Providence. To him, therefore, I
thankfully give all the praife for his unde-
ferved and fingular blefling on thofe means
which h:mfclf dire@ed me to, and what
- the chiefeft' of themr were T have alrea-
dy mentioned, and fhall take notice of
fome others in the fequel, in hopes they
may
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may prove of fervice to fuch as may ftand
in the fame need of them as I'did then,
However, I muft own, that the refolution
had fomething awful and deterring, when
I confidered it in its full extent, to exchange
the delights of variety and multiplicity of
company (which had been'fo delightful
and infnafing to me till then, that no mo-
tive or obftacle could keep me from it) for
folitude and retirement ; their bewitching
flatteries -and- commcndatxons, whether for
a falfe: merit I had aflumed; or for fome
valuable ‘things they fancied in ‘te, - for a
clofer recollectionr and abhorrence of my
own vilenefs ; to fpendmg of fo'much pre=
cious time in the gaities and guilty vanities
of life, for 2’ more clofe application and .
fearch after the propereft and moft effectual
means of redeeming that invaluable jewel,
and the parcelling and beftowing it-to the
moft beneficial purpofes; to retrench not
only all unneceffary and, unlawful éxpences,
but even fome of .thé common and_necef-
fary ones, in order to make fome amends
for paft extravagancies, by fupplying the .
wants of thofe many objects, that ufed to
pafs by unobferved and unpitied by me,

. Thefe,
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Thefe, and other fuch like indnfpenfable
.preparatives, to the defired thord ugh
_change, feemed to carry fuch unfurmount--=
able difficulties’ withthem, that neither
my fmall fhare of reafon nor philofophy
could have fupported me to any tolerable
degree in the refolutxons I was daily ftriving
to make, after, it.* And. mdeed nothing fo
,eﬂe&ually did it, as'the confideration that
that Divine Providence, which had infpired
'me with that defire, would not fail of com-
_Pleating it, if I was not wanting to myfelf ;
for that at once fet me upon trying fome-
-times one, fometimes another, of thofe
duties, - with fuccefs - erough at leaft to en-
courage e to proceed
"And here I was again providentially helped
by a worthy clergyman at Braintree in Effex;
who, good man, had a mach better opi-
nion of me than I deferved, and prefented
me with that excellent book called Reform-
ed devetions, and recommended by the
late reverend’ Dr. Hicks, This excellent
book, though then unknown to me, and
difrelithed by fome weak Chn(’uans, is fo
well known to all the true devout ones,
that I need fay no more in commendatxon

of
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of it, than that it proved of fuch vaft be-
nefit to me, that I can never fufficiently
admire it, or the piety of the compiler and
reformer ; for the many opportunities. and
mv:tatlons it gives one of frequent and clofer
intercourfe with God, and of meditating,

in the moft exalted manner, on his various
works, infinite mercies, and on all the fub-
lime truths and duties of Chriftianity, did

" {o effeCtually reconcile me to that folitude
and retirement I had formerly been {o averfe
to, and afforded me a moft:noble refreth-
ment feveral times a day, ffom my clofe
application to-other ftudies I was then pur-
fuing, fome of which being of the dry,
othersof the complex kind, might have gone
but fluggithly on without it. The late
pious Mr. Nelfon’s Method of Devotion
falling likéwife, foon after, into my hands,

in order to be conveyed, by my means, to .

a young gentlewoman lately recovered from

a ftate of defpondency, I had the curiofity

to run through it, and found in it {uch ex-

. cellent, yet eafy rules for the conquering of
our natural vices, and recovering the con-
trary virtues to them, that I made it on?
/ LA S 0
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of my daily monitors, and with no fimall
{uccefs. , -
But that which gave me the greateft help,
was the learned and pious Mr. Law’s Se+
rious Call to Devotion. * This truly ‘valu-
~ able treatife I accidentally found on a cler-

gyman’s table,> who, neverthelefs, foon
took it out of my Kand, and gave fuch a
charalter of it, as might have difcouraged
me from looking farther into it, had not
the place 1 had opened given me a quite -
different notion of it.- However, as I
could not prevail upon him -to lend it
. me, I went and bought me one, and read
it 'over and over, from beginning to end,
with greater eagernefs and fatisfaction than
any I had ever met with on that fubje&. I
was particularly much taken with the au-
thor’s motives, as.well as his method for the
right ufe of our time, money, talents, &c.
not to mention that his variety of charaGters
and reafonings upon them, which are a
continued appeal to the moft unbiafled and -
foundeft judgement, which adinit of neither - «
cavil or objection, foon opened to me a

much better way of applying them. to ad\

W

vantage, than any I had hitherto, or could
indeed
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indeed have fallen into, without fuch an-.
excellent guide. The direGions he gives
for the obtaining of thofe Chriftian virtues,
Wthh he there recommends as the proper
fubje@ for the feveral hours of prayer in
the day, may indeed appear. to have fome-
thing too technical (ﬁnCe it Is no other than
a daily renewing of thofe very defires, till
themfelves become the virtues we want)
from which too much of the fuccefs may,
by the light and thoughtlefs, be afcribed to
the method, and too little to the grace
of God accompanying it. For may not,
fome will be apt to fay, an honeft heathcn
or deift, by the fame method, raife him-
felf up into a habit of fobriety, chaftity, &c. -
without any fuch application to, or parti-
cular affiftance from, the Supreme Being ?
yet let any ferious: perfon try the efficacy of
it agunﬁ any of hxs favourite, efpecially his
conttitutional vices, and he will ﬁnd at
length, that he hath been only trying tq
wath a Blackmoor white, and muft do fo

- to the end of the. chapter, without the

intervention of Divine grace. As for me -
I fhall always, I hope, look upon the de-
fire. itfelf, as well as the fuccefs of the

- S 2 © 7 means
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means ufed for the obtaining an)} virtue, to
be alike the work of God in the foul,..
let thefe be fuch as Mr. Law dire&s, or
any other, which Providence puts into
our hands. _
I had long before this, however, began to
confecrate part.of my time to the ftudy
of the facred books, tho® not in that re-
gular and uniform manner as I happily
fell into after reading the excellent direGory
above mentioned, and had made a pretty
colle&ion of criticifms, and other obfer-
vations upon thém, fuch'as occurred on
my reading of the various commentators
on them; and now it was that I became
fenfible, indeed, of my own want of know-
ledge of the original Hebrew, and to be-
Waxl the lofs of feveral opportunities I had
mifled of gaining a more perfect know-
ledge in that facred and ufeful tongue,
- For I'had been fo difcouraged from the
purfuit of it, by the difficulties I met with
at the very, threthold, that is, in the gram-
miars, that I never had the patience to go
thro’ one of them, but contented myfelf
with the interliniary verfions of Pagninus,
Arias Montanus, and other Interpretcrs
* chufing

1
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chufing rather to rely on their honefty and
1kill, than to be at the trouble of becoming
a proper judge of either. It was not in-
deed poffible for me to go on long in this
groping -way, before their various inter-
pretations of the text, (efpecially thofe of -
fome bold critics, which feemed calculated .
to unhinge, rather than confirm our belief,

by exploding feveral, till then, acknowled-

ged facts and doltrines, or interpreting
them in their own artful way) fet me again
upon making fome frefh efforts, for attain-
ing a more perfet knowledge of the
original, which were however foon damped .
by every frefh difficulty I met with in the
common way of learning it, till I providen-
tially ftumbled, as it were, on the following
eafy method. o )

I was then hammering at an exercitation
on the 34th Pfalm, printed at the end of
the grammar that goes under the name of
Bellarmine; in which I found at almoft
every word. fome’ exceptions to the gram-
mar rules,.and fuch ‘reafons affigned for
them as ftill carried one farther from the
point in view; when a poor man came and
offered me a pocket Hebrew pfalter, with
S 3 Leufden’s

°
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Leufden’s Latin verfion, over againft eacli
page. Igreedily boughtit, and finding the ver-
fion much more eafy and natural than thof
literal ones of Pagninus and Montanus, ,,
- quickly went through every verfe in the
" book, without troubling myfelf about

" gramuonar; or any thing but the true mean-
ing of every word as they occurred. So

. that by the time I had given it a fecond
reading, my memiory being the beft faculty
I could boaft of, I had by that very rote,
as I may call it, not only gained a confide-
rable copia verborum, but by obfervation
on the flexion of nouns, verbs, &c. gota .
tolerable infight into the declenfions, con-
‘jugations, and other parts of the grammar
and {yntax; and, whenever any dxfﬁculty
or doubt occurred, couldeafily turn ‘to iny
Bellarmine or even Buxftorf, the moft dif-
couraging of all; becaufe, having then but
one point in view, I could, without per-
plexing my mind with any more 'than that,
either fatisfy myfelf about it, or at the
worft poftpone it, till a further readmg and
obfervation -broughit me to it ; T became fo
fond of this ‘method, that having gone |
thrgugh a ‘third reading of it, with little or

. ho
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no obfticle, and in a very little time, I re~
folved thenceforth to confine mylelf to the
pfalmsofeachday, as they areread at church,
and to begin with the hiftorical books.
Here, inftead of perplexing myfelf with
fuch Bibles as had the fervile letters printed-
in a different kind of charater, to diftine
guith them from the radicals, Ipitched upon
the firft edition of that of* Munﬁ;x:, which
is far inferior to the fecond, and, by the
help of his verfion on the oppofite column,
though often at feveral lines diftance from
the original, had hardly gone through fix
or eight chaptersof the firft book of Samuel,
before the eafe I found in it invited me to
go back to Genefis, and take every chapter
in its courfe. I refolved at firfl to run them
over once, without .taking notice of his
notes, becaufe the greateft part of them
were -€ither of the Mafloretic or of the
Cabbaliftical kind, and,would rather clog

than affift ; and even in thefe of the gram-
matical fort he lays all along fo.great a ftrefs
on the punctuation for, the : ‘true’ meaning
and import.of.each-word, as made his-ver-
fion the lefs to be depended upon. - For

S4 - though
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though I always did and do fill look upoéx
. the points to be of fingular help to learners;

and confequently on the method propofe
by fome moderns of teaching the Hebrew

" without them, as wild, intricate, and in*

fome cafes dangerous, yet from all I had
been able to gather from the learned. au-
thors who have wrote on the controverfy,
"~ 1 was fo far from thinking them of the
famé authority with the text, they plainly
appeared of too modern a' date to be ufed
in any other thape than as an expeditious
help; and as fuch I ftill made ufe of them,
without confining myfelf to them any far-
ther than they were fupported by the dia-
| le&, by the ancient paraphrafes and ver-
fions, and other fuchcritical helps, but made
no fcruple to depart from them whenever
a fmall change of them could afford one a
clearer or better fenfe. And for that I
fhall refer the reader to what I have fince
wrote on that fo much controverted fubject
in the Jewith hiftory, which makes the
feventh chapter of the Univerfal Hiftory,and
efpecially in the folio edition, where I had
more Toom to expatiat¢ upon it than in
the oftavo one, in which our being confined
to
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to reduce the whole within the compafs of
twenty volumes, -obliged us to be a little
more concife. I muft therefore here own
with pleafure, that all that I there advanced
hath been fo well received, and looked
‘upon as fo well grounded, that it hath not,
that I'know of, been fince cenfured or con-
tradi¢ted ; and that though the controverfy
in favour of the antiquity and authority of
the points hath been of late revived with
no fmall warmth, I have met with nothing
« in it, nor heard from eicher thofe I converfe
or correfpond with, any thing that could
give me caufe to alter my mind, I fhall
only beg leave to add, that my looking on
the Hebrew pomts, both vowel and gra-
matical only in that view, enabled me to
make many ufeful difcoveries in the facred
books, which have been highly approved
by thofe who have fince read them in the
hiftory abovementioned.

‘But to return to my firfk reading of the origi-
nal books, I ran with eafe through the Penta-
euch, Jothua, Judges, &c.exceptthe few po-
etical parts which occur in it, fuch as Exod. .-

‘%v. paf, Deut, xxxii. Judges v..1 Sa-
muel
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muel ii. 1~10. where the flile is not only f
. fwolnandfigurative, but where the confiruc-
tion is harfh, irregular, and to appearance;
truncated, and feveral terms which occur no
where elfe; {o that finding them too hard”
for me to furmount, with all the application
I had, T poftponed them to a future read-
“ing. I found likewife pretty near the fame
difficulty in the Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, and
the Song of Solomon, and much more fill
in Job; and therefore contented myfelf with
catching as much as I could at one
curfory reading, and leaving the reft for
~ hereafter; yet did not this difcourage- me
from going through all the Prophets in
courfe, though it proved an arduous tatk,
and I went but flowly on, becaufe in thefe I
endeavoured to make myfelfas much maf-
ter of their meaning and flile, as well as of
‘the new. words and phrafes peculiar to
them: and as I fpent generally fome hours
a day on that ftudy, I had quickly gone
through all the facred books of the Old
Teftament, excepting thofe chapters in Da-
niel, Ezra, &c. which are in the Chaldee,.
and where I contented .myfelf at this firfk
readmg, with examining as well as I was
.able,
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1b1¥: the difference between that and the
he*brew And here I own I found fucha
difp panty between them, fuch'a noble fim-
plicity, and yet mafculine energy in the
lattér, and fuch an apparent foftnefs and
effeminacy in the former, not unlike what is
juftly obferved between Latin and Italian,
thatIbelieve nothing could have tempted me
to become more acquainted with it; had it
not been for ‘the vaft helps’which the
Chaldee paraphrafe affords us, not-only in
fixing the meaning of many obfcure words
and’ expreﬂions, but, what is ftill more va-
luable, in difcovering the fentiments of the
ancient Jews concerning many pregnant
prophecies of the Méfliah, from which
the Talmudic Writers have fince departed
out of diflike to him.

When I came to the fecond reading of Ge-
nefis, by which time I had likewife rfan
through the Pfalms five'or fix times, and
was got again into the hiftorical ‘flile, I
found myfelf fo unclogged, fo acquamted
with the grammar and fyntax, and mafter
of fuch a vaft number of words, that I began
to think I might begm to read the Latin
_ intoHebrew; thit is, by hiding the Hebrew
: . ] column

rvvin
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column with my band, try how I could
-make my own agree to it. ‘'This I found
however too hard and tedious, except in
fome eafy places or chapters, and I found
myfelf not only at a lofs for the words, but
moftly in the con_;ugatmg and fyntax, and
though it might in all likelihood have
quitted coft, had I proceeded regularly in
that method, .yet I found it too tedious, as. it
. took me above twice the time, fo that I
contented myfelf with only trying it now

and then, when the humour took, or the

fubje& invited me to it. At other leifure

times, I ufed likewife to exercife myfelf in

conjugating of verbs by dint of memory

and obfervation, and then to compare it with
thofe in the grammar, by which I foon

found out wherein I was deficient, and this

-I thought more expeditious, diverting, and
effeCtual, than the dull method of begin-

ners, who, by dint of hammering, learn

them by heart, fcarcely knowing what

they are about, One thmg however I found

would be a.great help, viz. inall dubious

words, asthe Hebrew is fo figurative and

. fcanty; to have recourfe to the Lexicon, in
order to find out the primitive fenf¢ of them

from

-
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from the miore remote, which it was eafy
to do by the paralle] texts there pointed at,
where they occurred.  This method duely
attended to, opens' a fpacious infight into-
the true meaning of the facred books. Thus
I found for inftance in the words nERMD
orON M7 Genefis i. 2. the fpirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters, com-
pared with the motion of the-eagle in ftir-
 ring her young ones to flight, Deut. xxxii,
11. that the verb 5™ in the former in its
primitive fenfe, is not fuch a motion as
our verfion exprefles, nor a brooding like
that of the hen over her eggs, as fome other
tranflations intimate, but a lively agitation,
fuch as much better explains the aGion of
the fpirit of God upon the face of the
waters, ‘This method, which I preferred
to the confulting that varxcty of verfions we
- have, which rather confound than fix the
fenfe, inabled me in my very fecond going
. through the facred books, to make ‘2 pretty
large colle@ion of fuch kind of criticifms
and obfervations, as have been fince of fingu-
Jarufe to me in the progrefs of my ftudy, and
in fome of thofe works in which I have been
fince cngagcd though I httle thought then

: that



(270 )

cither they, or thofe which I made out of
other authors that came in my way, would
ever come into public view.

I had by this time made fo great a profi-
ciency in the Hebrew, tongue that I could
have talked it pretty fluently, had 1 been as
well acquainted Wwith the pronynciation' of
it: But as that could not be attained from
grammars, which differed almoft as much
in the rules they gave for it, as the native
languages of their apthors differed from
each other, I thought it might be more eafily
attained by converfing with the Jews them=
felves, going to their fynagogues, and hears
ing the Scriptures read by their chazans or
minifters, who, I fuppofed, - were perfett
mafters of it. But here, to my great
’{urprx(e, I found that they not only greatly
differed amang themfelves, that i is, the nor-
thern from the fouthern, or German, Polith,
Hungariap, &c. from the Spanith, Portu-
guefe, Italian,” &c. but that every one of
them pronoynced it after the fame manneras
they did the languages of the countries where
they had been brought up, and, as it plainly
appeared to me, none of them right,  And

this was farther confirmed to me by con-
verfing
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verfing with fome Morocco Jews, whofe
native language being the Arabic, made me
think they bid falrcﬂ: for having retained
the antient pronunciation in a greater degree
at leaft of purity; for fome of them whom
I met with by chance in the Portuguefe
fynagogue, made a mere -ridicule. of their
way of reading and-pronouncing it. And
it was by converfing with fome of thefe,
who were befides well acquainted with
the Hebrew, that I took my rules for a
more genuine way of fpeaking it: and it
“was no fmall pleafure to me to find, that I
could be very readily underftood by all the
fouthern Jews, though I could not fo eafily
underftand them, on account of .their not
fufficiently  diftinguithing between the
founding of fundry confonants, afpirations,
gUttﬂrals, &c. which feemed to me to have
. orlgmally differed very greatly; fuch as the
w and v and p the 3p and 17 the yirand &8
the » nyand ¥ &c. but between which
they do not make any diftinttion, nor in-
deed can, for want of having been taught it
in their youth. In the fame manner do
they murder it, when they go about to
write it in' European chara@ers, witnefs that
Spamfh dialogue of the famed R. Netto,

: . intituled
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intituled N7 wN efh dath, the legal fire,
+ but which he fpells after hlS Spamfh man-
ner of pronouncing, es dat. However, after
I had once been fully apprifed of all the
defetts of their reading, which feveral of
them I have converfed with have had thein-
genuity to own as fuch, Icould eafily enoug
underftand both their le€turesof the Old Tef-"
tament and their prayers. But as to the nor-
thern Jews, I own I never could. con-
verfe with them in that tongue, without an
interpreter, or fome go-between, who, by
the help of travelling into other parts, had
learned the way to accomodate their fpeech
to both ways of pronouncmg, fo much
wider and uncooth is theirs to that of the
fouthern; and this was no fmall grief to
me, becaufe I always found the northern.
more learned and communicative, as well
as more fluent and ready at .{peaking that
facred tongue; though that confideration
was never {officient to induce me to be at
the pains to accuftom myfelf to their way,
Thus much I thought might be neceffary
to fay with refpe to the pronunciation of -
the Hebrew, to which I'{hall only add, that
my method for learning and preferving it
‘'was
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was by readmg it aloud to myfelf, and
with the fame exaGnefs, as if I had been.
reading it to an aITernbly.
But what contributed moft to this extraor-
dinary readinefs of fpeaking it, was a me-
thod I fell into at proper times, when I
found myfelf inclined to clofe thinking,.
to cloath my ideag in that, inftead of any
other languaoe, or, as one-rhay more pro-
perly word it, to think.in Hebrew rather
than in Englith, or any other language I
was ufed to, The Pfalter, which at my
firt fetting up for this ftudy, I bad read
over for fome time, at leaft, three or four
times a month, and afterwards conftantly
went through. once a month ever fince,
was become {o familiar to me, that I had
got it by heart; and as that contains moft |
of the radical words, as well as idioms,
--which are moft in ufe, I feldom. was at
a lofs for either in thefe my foliloquies, or,:
if I 'was, 1 immediately endeavoured to
call to mind where'I had read any thing
like it, either in that'or any other of the
facred books, and by turning to. it, if X
could not readily recover it by. dint- of
memory, feldom-failed of fixing it there,

T indelibly.
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‘indelibly. By this means I foon acquired
not only. a furprifing fluency in it, but
could fpeak it in the pure and elegant
ftile of the facred writers, and now and
' then, upon occafion, raife it to the lofty
ftrain of the poetical books, This I was
the moreadmired for, becaufe it was what
few, if any, of the learned among the
Jews could do, ‘who commonly marred
their own by an heterogeneous mixture of
the corrupt Talmudic and Rabbinic words
and idioms, ‘to which I was then in a
great meafure a' ftranger, nor could ever
be reconciled to after I became more ac-
quainted with them. One may, indeed,
_obferve almoft the fame difference between
the former and ‘the latter, fome few of

thefe excepted, as there is between the
Latin of the Auguftin age, and that which
was in vogue after the inundation of the
northern -barbarians into the Roman em-
pire, as the feader may fee by what I have
faid of it in my Hiftory of the Jews from
their Difperfion. after the deftruction of
Jerufalem to this time.

By what I have faid hitherto of my me-

tbod of learmno Hebrew, any one m;y
ee
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fee how edfily men at years of maturity
may come to as perfect knowledge of it,

as the thing will admit of, and without

the difcouraging flavery of beginning at the
grammar, and fmay even make that a
pleafing relaxation from other ftudies ;' and

it is with a view of leflening, if not al-

together removing thofe fancied difficul-
ties and difcouragements which have been
the caufe of that facred tongue being fo
much, and, I may add, fo thamefully
neglected, by the clergy efpecially, that I
have ventured to write fo far on that fub~
je& from my own experience;; for, let them
think of or palliate it as they will, fuch
a neglect muft of neceffity be condemned,
by all who ferioufly confider how impof-
fible it is to come at a true knowledge,
not only of the Old, but I will be bold to
fay of the New Tcﬁamcnt without a fuf-
ficient knowledge of the Hebrew : the
firft feems to me felf-evident, and with re-
fpect to the fecond, of New Teftament,
I need only obferve; that the writers of it,
though infpired, and endowed with the
gift of tongucs, did vifibly adhere ftill to.
the Hebrcw idiom in which they had been
- Ta brought

4 Al
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brought up, St. Paul himfelf not excepted.
Hence, the vaft quantity of Hebraifms
that occur more or lefs in the Gofpels,
Ad&s, and in the Epiftles, and which ne-
ver can be rightly underftood or explained,
but by having recourfe to the Hebrew
idiom ;- but this hath been .fo fully dif«
played by much better pens, that I fhall
. ‘fay no more on the fubject.
I have often withgd, indeed, that we
had fome more inviting helps to that ftudy.
than we have, and fuch as might more
effetually contribute to overcome the a-~
verfion, or indifference, which -our young
clergy feemi to have for it. And in order
to contribute fomething more than a bare’
with towards.it, I had once gone a good.
, way in compofing: a tragi-comic piece,
intituled, David and Michol, in Hebrew
verfe; wherein I introduced, this young:
princefs, acknowledging with: a fuitable
relu@ancy and {hame to her confident, her
néw born affe@ion for the young fhep-
herd, after fhe had feen him. unperceived’
from behmd a curtain in her 'father’s pa-
vilion, and heard fome of thefe inimita=
-ble f’crams with -which he was wont to
. enliven
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enliven that defpending monarch in his
moft melancholy, hours, ‘The diftrefs a-
rifing from the apprehended rivalthip of her
eldett fifter, who was foon after promifed
as a reward to that brave youth, for kill-
ing the vapouring champion of the Phi-
liftines and Morabs, being reprefented here
as having already fettled her affections on
Adriel the Meholathite, to whom Saul ac-
tually gave her foon after, contrary to his
- promife (1 Sam. xviii. 19.) the different
- fears and emotions of the two fifters, the
‘means by which they came to underftand
cach other’s cafe and inclinations,  the fin-
gular affeGtion of Jonathan towards David,
and the kind offices he did him with Saul;
in order to procure him his beloved Mi-
“chol, inftead of her fifter; all thefe, I fay,
are reprefented in divers affeCting {fcenes,
to which the energy of the Hebrew givés
‘no {mall beauty and pathos. The Epi-
fodes, the moft confiderable of which con-
fift of feveral interviews and conferences
between the prophet Samuel and young
David, as when he acquainted him with
Saul’s utter rejetion, and his being chofen’
by Geod to fucceed him in the Ifraclitith

. T 3 king-
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kingdom, David’s furprife, fcruples and
fears, his dread of entertaining even the
moft diftant hope of a crown, which he
could not obtain but by the moft unnatural
and blackeft treafon againft his father-in-
law, and his moft generous friend Jonathan,
and the arguments by which the prophet

endeavours to fatisfy his fcrupulous mind,
. that he fhall enjoy the promifed crown,

without the leaft ftain to his loyalty, and at
length prevails on him to fuffer himfelf to
be anointed king; thefe, and fome .others
of lefs importance, are not improper inter-
ludes to bring the piece to its happy cata-
ftrophe, his marrying the kind and beloved
Michol, and being juftly raifed to the
command of the Ifraelitith army. To this
1 had added a literal verfion, which I
defigned to have illuftrated with critical -
notes; but fome avocations obliged mie to
fet it afide for a confiderable number of”
years, and when'] came to give it a frefh
reading, 1 found it to fall fo fhort of the
elegance and loftinefs of the facred. poets,
with whom I was become by that time-
much better acquainted,anda much greater
admirer of, that I was quite difcouraged from

¢ improving
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improviné ot even finifhing, efpecially when
I confidered the little likelihood there wasof
its meeting with encouragement an{werable
to the pains and coft, at a time when one
might obferve the ftudy of that tongue to
dwindle more and more vifibly into con-
tempt, among thofe whofe duty and bufi-
nefs it ought ta have been to cultivate and
promote it.
The fame mortifying confideration made
me likewife fet afide a defign I had formed,
of compiling fome fcriptural Hebrew Dia-
logues, in imitation of the Latin ones of
Caftalio, and a fet of others on more com-
mon fubjeds, like thofe of Corderius, tho’
not fo puerile, for the encouragement and
diverfion of young beginners; and a third
#between a Jew, and a Chriftian, on the
- moft material points of controverfy between
us, together with a collection and expofi-
/tion of a great number of texts, both in
the Old, and New Teftament, plainly
foretelling the future reftoration of the
twelve tribes of Ifrael, to theit own Land,’
and their embracing Chriftian religion
at the fecond coming of Chrift, towards’
T 4 . the
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the clofe of the fixth, ot in the beginning
of the feventh mlllenary of the world;
. for though that doCtrine is, as the Jews at
Rome faid of Chriftianity, every where
fpoken againtt, (Ats, cap. ult. v. 22.) I
never found it to be fo but by men who,
like thefe Jews had never rightly confi-
dered ‘it ; whilft thofe who really have,
(among whom I have known feveral emi-
nent divines of the church of England, and
“fome among the Diffenters who were
‘thoroughly fatisfied with it)contented them-
felves with owning their belief of it to
their intimate friends, without daring to
preach or promote it, for fear of being re-
fle€ted or ridiculed for it. But I have had
frequent occafion to obferve fince (vide Jual
un Heftor, fol. edit. vol. i. p. 613, &c. Svo
edit. vol. iii: p. 39. and above all, fee the «
conclufion of their hiftory, from the difper-
fion to this prefent time) that the Chrif-\
tians denying that doltrine, is one of the
'moft effeCtual means.not only of hardening
the Jews in their unbelief, but of unhing-
ing one of the greateﬁ evidences of the
Chriftian faith, fince it cannot be proved
in any fenfe, that any of thofe glorious pro-
 phecies
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phecies concermncr the happy ftate of the
Jews undei the Mefi ah, which are fcat-
tered through the Old and New Tefta-
ment, have been fulfilled; but that, on the
contrary, they have for the moft part been
hated, perfecuted and miferable, in moft
countries in the world, ever fince the death
of Chrift. However, as'I had little en- -
couragement to hope that fuch- a fubje,
written in Hebrew, how beneficial foever
it might have proved, at leaft to young be-
ginners, efpecially by the help of the Latin
verfion, would relith with the prefent age,
I likewife poﬁponed it for fome happier
time, which is not yet come, if ever I fhould
live to fee it.

I therefore contented myfelf with preparmg
for the prefs anew edition of the Pfalms, with
Leufden’s Latin verfion over againft it, and
fome critical and other notes for the ufe of
the learners, interfperfed here and there,
with others of a more curious nature, on
feveral defficient places of that book, and
moft of them new. To this I defigned a.
preface, that thould give an account of the
method by which I had, chiefly by the
means of the pfalms, attained to my know-

s * . . ledge
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Jedge of the Hebrew tongue, in the man-
ner I have lately related, I defigned to
add fome further direGions than thofe I
have mentioned, with refpe to the more
eafy attaining a readindfs of underﬁandmg
and fpeaking it, ene of which was, in the
frequent reading to change the third into the
fecond perfon at proper places,and fo turn-
ing the pfalm into a kind of prayer, which,
. by raifing the attention, imprints the words
more in the mind, as well as familiarizes
the conjugating of the verbs, &c. and this
1 found a great help to my progrefs, and
was approved by fome judges, upon which
I acquamted Mr. Palmer, of Bartholomew’s
Clofe, one of the beft printers then in Eng-

land, with my defign, and was furprifed
one day on my coming ta talk furtheN

about it, to hear that the reverend Dr.

W had been there juft before, to treat

with him about printing a new .edition of!

it, faid to have been compiled by Dr. Hare,

fince bithop of Chichefter, who pretended

to have found out the true metre of ‘the
Pfalms, and by means of that to have made

a great number of confiderable difcoveries

‘and emendations in the original, I knew
but
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but too well how many excellent critics
had already fplit upon that fatal rock, and
who, inftead of correcting, had quite marred
the Hebrew, by diftorting, tranfpofing and
“altering it at pleafure, in order to bring it
to their model, to expet any thing folid
or fatisfaCtory from that quarter, confider-
ing efpecially the chara&ter of the author.
.NorwasI miftaken, though this performance
did not appear in print till feven or eight
years after, and then to my great furprife.
For Mr. Palmer had amufed me with-the
belief that the defign was fet afide, either
on account of its being found impra@icable,
or at leaft too difficult and dangerous; for
that, upon his applying to Dr. W to.
}nquire further about it, he had received
fuch evafive anfwers, as plainly convinced
“him, that the author did not defign to go
n with it, which ftill confirmed me more
iniyold opinion, that all attempts to recover
the antient metre -of the facred poetical
books, were fruitlefs and loft labour. It
appeared however, as I fhall thow here-
after, that Mr. Palmer impofed upon me,
and that he knew that the defign was car-
ried on in another printing-houfe, though
a | | with
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with fuch privacy, that I never heard or
dreamed of it, though I had been long ac-
quamtcd with Mr. Bowyer, who was em-
ployed in the printing of it. So far from
it was I, that I began to think Mr, Palmer
had only invented that ftory to divert

" me from printing my propofed edition, in

order to {et me upon another work, in which
he was more immediately concerned, and
expected greater credit, as well as prefent
profit from. This was his hiftory of print-
ing, which he had long promifed to the
world, but.for which he was not at all
qualxﬁed However, he deﬁgned to have
added a fecond part, relating to the practical
art, which was more fuited to his genius,
and in which he defigned to have given A,
full account of all that relates to that branch,
from the letter-foundmg to the moft ele-"
gant way of printing, impofing, bmd-\
ing, -&c. in which he had made confide-
table improvements of his own, befides
thofe he had taken from foreign- authors ;
but this fecond part, though but then as it
were in embryo, met with fuch early and
ftrenuous oppofition from the refpective
bodies of letterfounders; printers, and book-
binders,



( 285 )
binders, under an ill-grounded apprehenfion;
that the difcovery of the myftery of thofe
arts, efpecially the two firft, would render
them cheap and contemptible (whereas the
very reverfe would have been the cafe, they
appearing indeed the more curious and
worthy our admiration, the better they are
known) that he was forced to fet it afide.
But as to the firft part, viz. the hxﬁory of
prmtmg, he met with the -greateft en-
couragement, not only from thcm, but
from a very great number of the learned,
. who all engaged to fubfcribe largely to it, -
particularly the late earls of Pembroke and
Oxford, and the famous do&or Mead,
whofe libraries were to furnith him with
the nobleft materials for the compiling of it,
~and did fo accordihgly. . ~
“The misfortune was, that Mr. Palmer,
}nowmg himfelf unequal to- the tafk, had
urned it over to one Papiat, a broken Irith
bookfeller then in- London, of whom he
had" 4 'great opnmon, thouoh ftill more un-
qualified for it.than he; and only‘aimed at
getting money from him, without ever *
doing any thing towards it, except amuﬁng
hxm thh fair promifes for near three quar-
. ~; , . . : ters
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tersof 4 year. He had fo long dallied witH
him that they were come within. three
months of the time in'which Mr. Palmer
had engaged to produce a compleat plan,
and a number or two of the firft part, by way
of fpecxmen of the work, viz. the inven~
tion and improvement of it by John Fauft
at Mentz; and thefe were to be thewn ata
grand meeting of learned men, of which
Dr. Mead was prefident that year, and
being his fingular friend and patron, was to
have promoted a large fubfcription and pay-
ment, which Mr. Palmer ftood in great
need of at that time. Whereas Papiathadgot
nothing ready but a few, loofe and imperfect
extraéts out of Chevalier la Caille, and fome
other French authors on the fubjec, but
which could be of little or no ufe, becaufe
he frequently miftook them, and left blanks «.
for the words he did not underﬁand
" Thefe however, fuch as they were, Mr. \
Palmer brought to me, and earnetly prefled
me that I would fet afide all other things I
might be then about, and try to produce
the expeted plan and fpecimen by the time
promifed, fince he muft be ruined both. in
credit and pocket, if he dlfappomted his
. friends
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friends of it. It was.well for him and me,
that the fubje& lay within fo {mall 2 com-
pas as the confulting of about twelve or
fourteen principal authors, and the con-
trover{y between Mentz and Harlem univer- -
fally decided in favour of the former, fo that
I eafily fell upon a proper plan of the work,
which I divided into three parts, the firft
which was, to give an account of the i inven-
tion of the art, and its firft effays by Fauft
at Mentz, and of its imprevement by
fufile or metal types, varnith, ink, &c. by
his fon-in-law Peter Schocﬁ'er. The -
fecond was to contain its -propagation
and further improvement, through moft
part of Europe, under the moft celebrated
printers ; and the third an account.of its in-
"troduction and progrefs into England. This,
' ‘together with abave one half of the firfk
art, were happxlyﬁ nithed, and produced by
[Atjhe time appointed, and met with more
approbatior and cncouragement from his
friends than I feared it would, being con-
fcious how much better it might have
turned out, would time have permitted it.
And this I chiefly mention, not fo much to
excufe the defe@s of-fuch a horrid perfor-
v mance,
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mance, as becaufe it hath given me fince
frequent occafion to obferve how many
much more confiderable works have been-
fpoiled, both at home and abroad, through
the i 1mpat1encc of the fubfcribers; though
this is far enough from being the only, or
even the greateft inconvenience that attends
moft of thofe kinds of fubferiptions.
As.to Mr. Palmer, his circumftances were
by thistime fo unaccountablylowand unfor-
tunate, confidering the largenefs and fuccefs
. of his bufinefs, and that he was himfelf a
fober induftrious man, and free from all
extravagance, -that he could not extricate
himfelf by any other way, but by a ftatute
of bankrupt, whicn caufed his hiftory to
~ go fluggithly on; fo that notwithftanding ali,
the care and kind -affiftance of his good °
friend Dr. Mead, a ftubborn diftemper, "
which his misfortunes brought upon him,
carried him off before the third part ‘of it
was finithed. This defect, however, was
happily fupplxed by the late. oble earl of
Pembroke, who being -informed by Mr.
Pain the engraver, Mr. Palmer’s brother-’
in-law,- what condition the ‘remainder was
left in, and that I was'the pérfon who had
.wrote”
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wrote the former parts, fent for me, and,
with his ufual generofity, enjoined me to
compleat the work, according to the plan;
and not only defrayed all the charges of
it, even of the paper and printing, but
furnithed me with all geceffiry materials
out of his own library; andswhen the work,
was finithed, his lordthip referved only fome
few copies to himfelf, and gave the re- -
mainder of the impreffion to Mr Palmer’s
"widow, not without fome farther tokens of
-his liberality. o
Before I leave this fubje& I muf, in Juﬁxce ‘
to that noble peer, give an inftance or-twaq
of his generofity and ﬁn%_ular integrity.
At my firft coming i.} - Tngland, I had had
the honour to be introduced to him, and
t§ dine with him and other great perfons
in his company; and had received no fmall
tokens of his regard, till he conceived a
. gutt difguft at one abfurd fact I had affirmed
f’ in my fabulous hxﬂory of Formofa, viz.
the Greek tongue bemg taught there as a
learned language, which monftrous abfur-
dity fufficiently thewed my 1gnorancc and
indifcretion at the time of my writing it,
and from that time his lordihip gave me up
+ for
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for what I was; dn Jmpoﬁor, diid I faw him
nb more, till dbove twenty-eight years after,
when Mr. Pine brought me to him, in or-
der to finith the book abovementioned. At
my ﬁrﬁ coming into his prefence, his lord-
fhip prefentlp khew me again, and reminded
mie of my having been often with him, and
of the reafon of his taking a diflike to me;
upon which I readily owned the juftnefs of
the charge, and of his refentment, which I
: begged his lord{htpto look upon as the effe®
of a rath inconfiderate picce of youthfil
vanity, which I had long fince difclaimed,
and condemned myfelf for, and affured
him, that'T hag fince then Ithanked Gad,
fallen into fo laudable a way of living, as I
dOubted not his-lordthip, if he knew f
it, would not but approve of. Mr. Pine
confirmed what I had faid; and his lord-
thip with his ufual affability and condefcens
fion, highly congratulated and commende
me for it, and was pleafed to exprefs a
more: than ordmary plcafurc at it, ¢ihort-
ing me to continue in the fame good mind
and way, and affurmg me of his friend-
{hlp and encouragement; and from that
time I cannot fufficiéntly acknowledge his
. extreme
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extreme benevolence and condefcenlion;
in not only furnithing me with all the
books and other helps I wanted, but in his
generoufly rewarding me for what Idid;
and when I was forced afterwards to ac-
quaint him- that I was a perfon, concerned
in the writing of the Univerfal Hiftory,
became a fubfcriber and encourager of it,
as I thall prefently have occafion to thew.
It was a little before Mr. Palmer’s death,
that this work, the proje@ of which had
been formed by Mr. Crockat, and the ex-
cellent plan by: the late famed Mr. Sale,
met with an unexpected ftop, by an un-
happy quarrel between the proprietors and
the authors, at the head of whom was Mr.
Sale abovementioned, when I was recom-
mended to the former as a proper perfon
to fupply the place of fome of the latter,
who had abfolutely declined being farther
concerned in it. ‘This rupture happened
foon after- the publication of the third
number, anno 1730, when Mr, Pal-
mer brought me the threg printed num-
bers from the proprictors, and defired,
if after having read them and the plan, I
had a mind to engage miyfelf in the work,

U2 "I fhould
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1 thould give them and the reft of theauthors
a meeting at a place and day appointed,
which I accordingly did, and after baving
informed myfelf with their terms, method,
and other previous particulars, readily un-
dertook to write the Jewith hiftory, in
which I was the moft verfed, and for which
1 knew myfelf. already provided with 4
confiderable quantity and variety of mate-.
rials, which I had been colle@ing for my
private ufe for feveral years; and as I have
been one of the chief perfons concerned as
an author, not only in the firft, but alfo in
the fecond edition, and fo was perfc&ly
acquainted with every ftep taken in. the
progrefs of the work, the encouragementé
and difficulties it hath met with, as well*as
with the merit and demerit .of every part.
of it, I fhall make no difficulty to infert
here a faithful and lmpartlal a¢count of the
whole, at leaft fo far as it may be of fervice -
to the public, and prove a means of making
any future editions more compleat, by
pointing out. the many falfe fteps which I
found were impoffible for' us to avoid in
the two former. ‘
And
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And here- I mift obferve, in the firft place,
that though- the defign was publicly pre-
tended to ‘be-carried on by a fociety of
learned gentlemen, yet in fa&t Mr, Sale
was to be the fole condu@or of it, by the
affitance of fuch ammanuenfes as he thould
think fit to employ in the work. And
though, in point of learning, no man might
be better qualified than he, for fuch an ar-
duous and extenfive undertaking, yet' his
known ftrait. circumflances obliged him
'to have fo many other irons in‘the fire (to
-fay nothing of his natural indolence, the fad
-effets of which, ot only the proprietors
of this work, but many others of that pro-
feflion have fufficiently felt) that it was im-
-.}foﬂi_blc fof him ta give it that attention
: which a wark of that nature deferved, much
lefs the difpatch he had engaged with them
for, 'viz. the publithing. twenty fheets
pet month.  Accordingly upon enquiry
I could ‘not find that he ever wrote
more than the firft number; which, though
puffed up with the {pecious pretence of a
fecond edition, every reader verfed on the
fubje&s treated in it, might: eafily know
- where he .had got all his materials ready
_{ o0 U 3 ) gathered
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-gathered to his hand ; yet ‘fo long was he
in publithing it, that his. delay occafioned
the firft mifunderftanding between him and
the proprietors, which was however fol-

lowed by a greater. ' :
‘The fecond and third pumbers, which ap-
peared afterwards to havebeen written by his
two ammanuenfes, till then-unknown to the
partners, came out indeed inore regularly s
"but:the proprietors, who had already paid
Mr. Sale for them, were not afittle furprifed

‘when the two™ young authors (whom 1
forbear naming, becaufe they.are both alive
‘and make a-good figure, the one in 2 high
poft, and the other'in the commonwealthi:of
learning) came and demanded the money far
thelrcopy Thepropietors didindeed produte
his receipts for much greater fums than the
three numbers could amount to, but though
they kiew that he was not in 2 capacity to
.pay them, \they refufed to make a fecond
difburfement for. what they had more than
payed for, whilft the fufferers, on the other

“hand, refufed to go on ‘further with the
Work till they were fatisfied for what they
had done. The partners ftiffly refufing ‘to
comply, the refult was, that one of them

vof
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' not on]y quxte declined all further meddling

in"the ‘work, but vented_his refentment
by crying it 'down, and all the perfons con-
cerned in it, authors as well as proprietors.
M. Sale was ftill more outrageous aoamﬁ
them, of whom the latter had taken a note
of 7z pounds, payable on demand, for
money overpaid, and the embezzlement ofa
confiderable number ‘of books, which they
bad furnithed hlm to carry on the defign.
"This note was probably taken with a view of

')keepm ghun inawe, but nenther that nor ti]exr

threats could contain him within bounds,
o that he became a moft inveterate enemy
to the defign, and_did all he could to dif-
.credlt and obftru& it.

‘This was the hopelefs fituation of the work

.2t my firft .being invited to-it, and againft

which I cannopt forbear mentioning an~

,pther dlfcouragement, viz.- the freedom

which the authors of the foregoing part had
taken in reflecting, as often as they had op-

portunity, againft the Mofaic account, elpe-
cially in the hlftory of the antient Canaan-

~ dtes, ,where God 15 recorded to have treated

them with fuch feverity in favour of the -
+ Ifiaelites, and where they made no diffi-
. %) 4. : culty
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culty to reflect upon that pattiality, asincon-
Aiftent with the divine Ju{hcc and goodnefs
towards a favourifé nation, who are there
reprefented as by far the worfe of the two:
for, as Ttook thieliberty to obferve to them,
befides that all-the objeGtions againft the
divine condu& in this particular have been
fo often and fo effeCtually anfwered by
- learned divines, that there can be no juftifi-
-able reafon given for reviving them’ here,
'thls manner of treating - Mofes’s wrmngs
is far below the regard that fuch an antient
and celebrated atthor may challenge, ab-
firactedly even from his being aLknowledgcd
‘an infpired penmian, by Jews, Turks and
Chriftians. And therefore added, I will
never engage in the work, unlefs you wil
allow me to' follow the: oppoﬁte tra&, and,
“inftead of rcﬂeé’cmg, to vindicate both his
.charalter and writings, as often as_occafion
offers, either from the works of our beft
divines, or from fundry new obfervations I
have had opportunity to make on the books
of " that divine lawgiver. I much quefhon,
if they had not been at fuch a nonplus for
" a hand to go immediately upon the Jewxfh
“‘hiftory, whethcr they would bave ever

yielded )



. ¢ 297 )
yielded to thefe terms, fuch was their
opinion of Mr. Sale, whom they knew had
no great regard for the Old Teftament, and
who had long ago infpired one, if not both of
his ammanuenfes with a moft outrageous
zeal againft it. However, I got them with
fome trouble to acquxcfcc, and let me take
my own way, -only Mr. Provoft, then one
of the partners, begged it as a favour of me; '
that 1 would not be righteous over much.
‘Y gave them foon' after good caufe to be
fatisfied with my-advice and- condu&, and
the unexpeéted encouragement. which the
.work met with, after the regular publica-
‘tion of two or. three numbers of the Jewith
“hiftory (to fay nothing of thé commenda-
tions ‘given ta it in print, by two fuch
learned perfons as.Dr. Chapman, chaplain
to his grace of Cantcrbury, and Dr. Pearce,
-re@or of St. Martin’s in' the ficlds) raifed it
- into fuch reputation .and vogue, that they
no ‘longer doubted of its Tuccefs ; info-
much that they began naw to enlarge the
edition from 750 to 1000, And this I
mention with pleafure, becaufe the. great
call there was for it from that time, to what
. they had found bcforc, when the numbers
, _ | were
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were returnéd to them by - dozens from
other bookfellers, plainly thewed how few
, eéncopragers it would have met with among
the freethinkers and .unbelievers, to what
it.did among thofe of a different, and I may
add, of a better way of thinking. There
was indeed one main opjeGtion made, viz.
my clathing with thofe who had gone be-
fore me;-and I remember mare particularly,
that the Jate-earl of Pembroke (who, as I
fately ‘hinted, was an- encourager of the
avork, 4nd to whogn I.was obliged to ex-
cufe my not .waiting fo.often on him as he
defired; in.order to finith the third part of
Mr. Palmers ‘hiftory above mentioned, by
acquamtmg his lordship that much of my
‘time was taken.up with the.Univerfal Hi&
tory, tia which 1 .was -engaged) expreflfed
no -fmall diflike at this contraft, or, as he
;vvas-pl'ea&:d to call it, chequer-work between
ithe Jewith hiftory, and fome of .the num-
"bers that-preceded it; the .one exprefling
-all aflong an unaccountable difregard for the
Mofaxe ‘writings, whilft the-other took-all
‘propes "oéeafion to vindicate them, in a
manner which -he was plcafed to call fo
“verylaudable and juft; upon which I was
o forced
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forced to acquaint his lordfhip, that the
former part thad been -printed fome time
‘before I was congerned” in: the work, and
written by perfons in a very different way
of thinking from me, and which I had
publicly difallowed; but as they had fince
declined the work, the proprietors had left -
ine wholly at my liberty to take my .owa
way, which I was fully determined to pur~
fue to the end,, fo that there would be no
anore fuch-contradjtions to be found in thc
fequel, becaufe all'that: related to the Jewith
aation down to their difperfion at_the de-
Atrution of Jerufalem, orieven from that
to the:prefent time, if we were.encouraged
40" continue -it, would fall to.my..fhare;
-and that thofe who were:to write the hifto-
ries of the Aflyrians, Medes, Perfians, and
.other -nations , which -had rany conne@ion
“with the Jew1{h, (hould \be. obhgcd to fol-
‘low the fame-trac, .and -acknowledge the
"divine; authority -of the ‘Old Teftament.
This:his lordfhijp h*ghiy appr oved, and.as to
fhe rémaining difficulty, viz. the reconciling
what was. already Printed,-and he thonght
patt, remedymg, 1.told his lotdﬂl'P, that the
grcatc(’c part.of thefe. early numbers having

becn
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been miflaid, and fo bandied about and
wafted that there would be {peedily a ne-
ceflity of reprintirig them; I would engage
torevife and corré& them, fo asto make the
whole uniform, which was foon after done
accordingly. . But when, for the credit of
the work, I propofed to the proprietors the
calling 'ih of the old numbers, and.giving
the purchafers the new ones in lieu’ of
) them, the greater part of them lent a deaf
‘ear 10 it, alledging, that they were fo much
‘out of pocket already, that they could not
afford to  deftroy fo great- 4 namber of copies
‘for the fake of umformlty; and -that the
‘work muft take its chance without it.

“This was'not the only- inftance in whrch.
they ftood in their ownt light; 1 fhall! beg
leave tG- 4dd -one or. two more, Before
the ninth’ number of: the firft volume had -
. “been’publiflied, they had--received feveral
letters from the ‘learned both at home and

* abroad; du‘é&ed to the authors, bartrcu-
larly two‘ﬁ’om Holland the one from a
perfon’” who’ tranflated our hiftory -into
- French, ’artd’ the - other fnto Dutch, ‘and -
pubhfhcd thef there regulatly every month,
.as we did Heté, . Thefe, among other com-~

mcndatlons.,___
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mendations and encouragements, defired us

~ to fend them the fheets as faft as printed
here, for the better difpatch of their ver=
fion, and keepmg time with us; oﬁ'ermg |
to make any reafonable fatisfaction for it,
and to promote the credit and fale of thc
. Englith original on the other fide the water,
. The Dutch tranflator in particular, who
"was a man of learning and charatter, ac+
* quainted us, not without a handfome and -
modeft apglogy, with fome altérations and
deviations he had taken the liberty to make
from our printed copy, in the three ot four
firft numbers, and 'defired us above all
 things to fettle a correfpondence with him,
that we might freely communicate our
thooghts to one another, promifing to fend
us, at the conclufion of each volume a copy,
of his verfion, with the alterations marked
in the margin, and the fentiments of the
learned beyond fea; abeut the work which
he acgordingly did at the clofe of his firft
volunx though we had not been able to
Trevail upon the proprictors to fend them
the theets in the manner above defired, and
-were not willing to do it without their con-
E fent, they being all apprehenfive that thefe
\ verfions
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verfions would hinder the falé of the Eriglith
original there. We tried in vain to con-
vince them of the contrary, by fhewing
them that it would rather forward it,

by making it more known and- famed

abroad; for that not only the Englifh thére,
but likewife thofe who underftood that lan-
guage,” would ftill chufé to’ read it in the
original rather than in'a vérfion. 1 likes

wife tried to make them fenfible how ne- -

ceflary and ufeful fach a correfpondence
would be to us, and how much itwould in all
likelihood contribute to the credit and re-
potation of the work, and what need we
. ftood in to ufe all proper helps, in a work
" of fo arduous and extenfive a nature. The
only thing they would agree to, was that
we might, if we thought fit, ftill correfpond
with them, (and that they knew we
could do without their leave) but as to,
the fending the fheets- as foon as printed,
they abfolutely refufed; fo that v:f were
forced to put an end to the one for #ant of
being able to comply with the otheisvs =
"The next inftance I thall give is ftill of
a more fordid nature. . They were obliged
to furnith us with all neceffary books

for
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for the' work, and on my firft going upon
the Jewith hiftory, I fent them 4 lift of
fuch as were really wanted; though fome.
of “thém very confiderable both in bulk
and value, fuch as the Thalmuds, Polyglott,
Opera Criticorum, &c. and was furprifed

the difficulties they made; and obje@ions
1ey raifed againft both the rnumber and
harge of them; alledging on the one hand
)e vaft nurhber of them that had been for-
1erly embezzled and loft, which they pre-
rended to amfiount to near 200/, and on the-
..uther, the vaft expence they had alfeady’
been at; and the little returns made for it
in the four firft numbers; fo that if T would
not-difpenfe with a good number of the
deareft fort, they weie afraid they muft
dehift from proceeding farther. Tt was well
“for them, as well as me, that I had then a
freeaccefsto Sion College library, by dn ordet
. from the prefident and fome of the heads
of that, fociety, and which I had made ufs
of for [&'ome years, whenever I ftood it
seeddf it; fo that I readily engaged to
firike out all thofe that I {hould‘ﬁhd thtre,
provided they would promile to find me all
the, rc{’c By which fieans, as well as by the
4 kingd,
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kind affiftance of my good friend the re< -
verend Mr. Reading, the late worthy library-
keeper, who having the goodnefs to bring
me all the books I called for, without
the trouble of my looking out for them
in their refpective fhelves, to my write
'ing defk at the farther end of the li-
“brary, I could with eafe confult all my au-
thors, make what extra&s’l wanted out-of
them, after which he took the pains’ of
returning them to their proper places.

Now as this faved the bookfellers the buy-

ing of near, if not more than 100/. worth

- of books, and me a great deal of trouble,
(for Mr.' Reading did moft frequently
enquire of me what part of a book I de-
figned to confult, and being well acquainted
with moft of them, brought them to me
opened at the very.place I wanted, which
enabled me to make more difpatch, ard to
keep up to the time of publication) I in-
fifted at one of our meetings, and I thought
juftly too, that they fhould, by Jvay of
cknowledgcment, prefenteither the\libjary,

or the warthy keeper of it, with a fet of

volumes, as foon as they come ‘out, which,
Ttold them, might likewifc be a means of
recommending ‘.
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recommending the work to thofe divines
and others that frequented that place.
They all feemed readily to agree to the
propofal, and I acquainted Mr. Reading,
who was not a little pleafed with -it, and
told me, that, for his part, be was very
ready to do all” he could to promote our
defign, without any fuch view, though he

faid-that he fhould be ‘glad to fee it pre-

fented to the library, as it was a work
which he much approved as far'as we had
goue, the chronology excepted, to which
he thought that of the learned. Ufher vaftly
preferable. I told him I was wholly of
his. opinion, and was forry Mr. Sale had
ever fixed vpon this, but that it was done
before I was concerned in the work, "and
could not now be retrieved, at leatt in this
firft edition, but by the readers making up
the difference either in their mind or with
the pen. I ddded, that I had reafon to
believe, fhat if the work came ever to be
rearmtcli we thould exchange it for that
Tof Arc blfhop Uther, as we have actually
done. However, as {oom.as -the firft part
of the Jewifth hiftory was printed off, I

" took a little recefs among fome of my

- X : friends
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friends in Ha'mpﬁnre, where I compleated
my next tafk, viz. the hiftory of the Celtes
and the Scythians, and as I had the
- free ufe of feveral libraries there, I faved
- the proprietors the charge of buying
thofe books I was fure to find in any of
them, and as foon as I found by the public
" papers, that the firft volume was publithed,
wrote a letter to put them in mind of their
“promife of prefemmg one of themn to Sion
College hbraly, but I was much furprifed
at my coming to town, to find that they
had abfolutely refolved .aoamﬁ it, on pre-
" tence'that it might hinder many clergymen
from buying it, if they could have the
reading of it there. [ tried in vain to fore-
warn them that I thould want moft of the
fame fcarce and chargeable books, befides
a number of others, for the wrltmg the
fecond part of the ]ewnfh hiftory, in a
fubfequent volume, in which cafe they
could not expect that I fhould aghin have
recoutfe to my good friend Mr.Rgadine,
but moft of neceflity be at the expence of
buymg them; they chofe to run the hazard -
of #, and.I took care not to fpare them ip
one of them, when it came to the: point.

* From



| ( 307 )

From thefe few inftances, the reader may
cafily guefs that the then partners were not -
quite fo folicitous for thé credit of the
work, as might have been withed, con-
fidering how well it took by this time.
But I muft in juftice to them acquaint him,
that (befides the great difficulties they la-
boured under to procure proper hands to
go on with it, and for which I refer him
to what I have faid in the dedication and
preface to the laft volame of the foli6 edi-
tion) they had met with many unexpected
and confiderable loffes; fome of the newly
engaged authors, for inftance took up pretty
round fums before-hand, and never wrote
a'line of the part they had undertaken ;
others, even among the old ones, wrote -
theirs in fuch a carele(s manner as not
to be fit to appear in print, when.they
camé to be examined by the reft, and
yet were paid the fame to the full as if their
copy 'hid paffed mofter, though the whole
was to be done again d¢ novo, and the re-
tarding of the "work was an additional lofs
to-the proprietors. I will add, that I have
,ﬁncc known near twenty fheets of the be-
ginning of the Byzantine hiftory, done by
X 2 a ]\1‘
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a judicious hand, and printed off, yet con-
demneéd to wafte paper chiefly becaufe it
was fpun to too great a length, which was
ftill a much greater lofs. The truth is,
that the author of the Roman hiftory, hav-
ing wire-drawn it to above three times the
length it was to have been, there was an
-abfolute neceflity of curtailing that of the
Conftantinopolitan emperors, -to prevent
the work {welling into.an enormous bulk;
and he himfelf hath abrldged it in fuch a
manner as hath quite marred it, fince the
reader will find moft reigns contained in
as many fhort paragraphs as they would
have required fheets, which is fo much the
greater lofs to™ the public, inafmuch as
the Roman hiftory being fo well known,
.and written by fo many hands, was the .
fitteft to have been thus epitomifed ;
whereas the Byzantine, though equally
curious and infiru@ive, . is fo little known,
thit it ought to have been writtqn in a
more copious manner, 'efpecial& as it
abounds with the moft interefting inttfents™~ -
to the church as welt as the ftate. So that

the author hath done ‘in both refpe&s
the*
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the very reverfe of what he ought to have
done.
The reader may, from the inftances above
mentioned, fuppofe perhaps, that we the au-
thors kept conﬁantlyto our meetings and ex-
amining each part in a body, as we ufed to
do at ﬁrﬁ. fetting out, a ‘method of the
greateft confequence towards the carrying on
fuch a work, -and which the proprietors
weré not wanting in generofity to promote;
-but we foon found the new comers fo averfe -
to continue it, or fubmit the review of
their copy to the old ones, that thcy cither
ibfented themfelves from out meetmgs or
elfe condefcended only to' anfwer “fuch
queftions as were ‘afked theth by the old
ones concerning tzxexr fixing any point of
hiftory, which had a conne@ion “with that
of another nation; as the Macedonians and
Greeks, for inftance, done by two or three'’
hands, to prévent our clathing with: cach
other about uncertain or controvcrtcd falis; 5
in eve;sr refpe& they infifted on going ofi
each in his own way, as they were, they
told us, fufﬁcnently acquainted with the -
/('ubjc& they had in hand. By this means
it was that they indulged themfelves in the
. X3 liberty
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liberty of ‘going beyond their bounds, and
~ fwelling each part to double the bulk agreed
on, by often repeating the fame common
fa&s in each feparate hiftory, which we
had agreed fhould be related at length but
in its proper place, whilft every other occa-
fion that offered for freth mention of them,
was to be only referred to that, " either as
promlfcua to follow in the fequel, or as a
reference to what hath already been faid.
For,we 'had from the beginning agreed
upon this methad, that. nothing thould be
srelated at length concerning the hiftery of
any nation or country, but what was tranf-
acted within the.boundaries of it ; and that
the wars, conquefts, &c. whlch were car-
ried on abroad, thould be mentioned chiefly
in the hittory of thofe countries where they
were made ;. to do otherwife, would be, as
was hinted at the beginning of the firft vo-
lume, treating " thofe conquered , ‘nations
with the fame arbitrary contempt and neg-
'Te& as their conquerors had formerl { done:
Thas, for inftance, it was réfolved 4T
Alexander’s hiftory thould be confined to
Macedonia, and hlS othcr conquefts re-
fcrred\
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ferred to that of thofe nations he fubdued;
that that of the Romans, fhould be con-
fined within the limits of It'lly, and their
new lawlefs acquifitions referred to the
hiftory of ‘the Gauls, Germans, Spaniards,
Carthaginians, &c. that were to follow.
This would at once have effeCtually cut off
all peedlefs repetitions, with which the
work hath been fwelled beyond its de-
figned lcngth without docking the hiftory
of any nation, as we have been fince forced
to do, to avoid falling into the fame fault
in which the writers of the feveral Greek
hiftories have fallen, where the reader may
fee the fame fa@s related over and over
in" the 'hiftories of the Macedonians,
Athenjans, Spartans, &c. not without fome
vifible and unjuftifiable variations, all which
might eafily have been avoided, had the au-

thors kept within the rules abovementioned,
But no one hath fhewn a greater difregard
to them, than the author of the Roman
hiftory, who hath fwallowed up all the:
w20happdy nations that fell into thofe con-
querors clutches without diftin@ion, and
expatiated with the fame diffufenefs on their
~hiftory without, as he hath in that within
X 4 - their
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their territories, which though fome of
our readers have approved of, as it'gives a
more conneCted hiftory of that nation, a
thing fo much the lefs needful in a work
of this -extenfive nature, as we have it
written in a' body by fo many different
hands, yet hath been hxghly difliked by the
far greater, and I may add the more judi-
cious part of them, as contrary te our plan
and engagements to the public, and to the
nature of an Univerfal Hiftory,« wherein
that of every nation, thould be found fully
difplayed, and every fac confined to its pro-
per fcene of action. It was to the neglect
of attending to, or rather keeping up to this
~original defign, that we muft afcribe two
confiderable defe@s in the work, againft
which our readers have juftly complained.
The one, that fome hiflories, as for inftance,
that of the Carthaginians, had been fraught
'with an unnecefary repetition of all their
wars with the Romans, or which had been
already fully related in the Roman }iftory,
to the fwelling of the work beyond g~
due limits ; the other, that to avoid that
Jinconveniency and charge to the purchafcrs,
thofé of the Gauls, Gcrmans and Spaniards
: o« are
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are truncated, and their wars with, and
reduction by the Romansare barely referred
to what hath been faid in the Roman hif-
ftory, where they are fcattered and {o inter-
fperfed with that of other.nations, that it
cannot be called a regular and compleat
hiftory of ‘them And what is this but
abforbing all thefe sbrave natipns by the
lump, into that of their tyrannic eonquerors §
and how could I, to whofe lot the hiftory of
thofe three ancient nations fell, avoid it by
any other way, but that of recapitulating all
afrefh, in the moft compendious manner I
could, to avoid fwelling the work and re-
ferring the reader to'the volume and page
of. the Roman hiftory, where the falts are
“mentioned at length. And there was by
that time the more caufe to abridge all

thefe needlefs repetitions, becaufe the pur-
chafers, and after them the bookfellers, had
jatly complained, how vaftly the work was
already {welled beyond the bounds to which
we had promifed to confine it. But this was
"nét fs readily complied with by the reft,
~ who having finithed each their refpective
hlﬂsorles, according to the plan and me-
thod agreed upon, and mentioned above,
.and
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and either did notdream that the writer of the
- Rotnan hiftory would go contrary, or when
they found he had, did refent it too much
to fuffer their own to be truncated on
his account, infifted upon their being
.printed at full length,and with all their repe-
titions, “And this the bookfellers were forced
to fubmit to, for fear not only of difoblig-
- ing the authors, but likewife of retarding
the regular publication of the volumes.
But what will eafily convince thg rcader,
as it hath me long fince, how much more
earpeft- the writer of the Roman hiftory
was to promote his own ignoble. intereft,
at the-expence 'of the proprictors as well as
the credit of the work, is, that when he
came afterwards to write the fecond parg
of the hiftory of the Perfians, he hath res
peated at. length all their wars with the
caftern emperors, together with all the other
fss and incidents that paffed between
them, at full length, inftead of referring to
what he had formerly faid in the Byzan-
tine hlﬁory, for this plainly fhews thyt thew
dulcis odor lzxcrz,‘more effectually influenced
him than all the complaints of the prapri-
etors and purchafers, ;which laft were be-~
.comg
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come fo rife that we thought it neceffary to
- publith fomething by way of excufe for °
this excefs of bulk, and at the fame time
to make the beft appology we could for
that and other deviations from our original
plan, without difcovering the caufes -they
were owing to, which would have rather
helped: to difcredit the work in the "eye of
the world, which did not drearh how little
unanimity there was in our *proceedings,
and how impoflible it was for the beft in<
clined of us to keep fuch felfith {fpirits as
were then employed, within the bounds
prefcribed. I fhall now give a farther in-=
ftance of it, and fuch a pregnant one, as will
convince the reader that fuch a work as
this could never be carried on fairly, and
accordingtoour promlfe, notwnhﬁandmg all
our care and precaution, even in-the fecond
impreffioh of the work; how much lefs
poﬁible muft it have becn, to have done
fo in the firft, :
But therc was fHill 2 greater inconvenience
*re from thefe repetitions, and the
monftrods bulk of the Roman hiftory, and
by Ahat time the feventh volume was .
- finithed,
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finithed, the public began to think we de-
figned to fpin the work to nine or ten, for
there were ftill 'a great number of ancient
kingdoms and countries to be defcribed, ac-
cordmg to'our original defign, fuch as the
Mohammedan hxﬁory, and other nations
interwoven with it, confifting of above
twenty articles in Mr. Sale’s plan, moft of
them of fuch hard names as few readers
were acquainted with, befides the kingdoms
of the great Mogul and other parts of India,
thofe of Sxam, China, Japan, Tartary,
Ruffia ‘both in Europe and Afia, the
Furkifh empire in both, and the whole
‘country of America; all which could hardly
be contained in lefs than two volumes at
the leaft. However, by that time the
feventh volume was publifhed, the pro-
prietors met with fo little encouragement
to go on from the purchafers, and were al-
seady fuch confiderable lofers, that they
thought fit to flop there, and leave the
work. thus maimed and xmperfcé’c but
what not only determined, but/uafl'o'me
meafure forced them to it, was their having
the’ mortification foon after, to fee ‘t*hcn-
propcrty invaded by three dxﬁ'crent pyratxcal

> bookfellers
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bookfellers of Dublin, who, as they were not
at any other charge than printing and paper,
both which are much cheaper in Ireland
than here, could well enough afford it to
the public for half the price that ours fold
for-at London, and unknown to each other
reprinted the work there word for word,
two of them in folio-and the third in oc-
tavo, and when each of them came to un-
derftand that the like pyracy had been
committed by the other two, fell foul
againft each other in their advertifements,

“in fuch language and opprobrious names as

all three juftly deferved.  As therefore fuch

‘a piece of flagrant injuftice could not but

greatly affe&t the original proprietors, who
were already fo. confiderably lofers, it
<ould not be expeed that they fhould
run the manifeft hazard of throwing away
more money in purfuit of their plan,
We were therefore -obliged to frame .an-
other kind of excufe for their dropping
it, viz.Mthat thofe countries and kingdoms
nov~fpgken of in the foregoing volumes,

~ being of™Mater difcovery, fach as India,

Chma, &c..in Afia, a great part of Affica,
“and the new American. world, they would
> © o be
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be more properly defcribed, and their hiftos
" ries begun -and coptinued 'in the moderni
part, which they were however no farther
refolved to go on with, than as they found

a probability of its meeting more encour-

agement than the old had hitherto done.,

So that they had now time to think on
fome proper means of fupprefling the three
pyrated impreflions as far gs poffible, by
expofing them to the public as they" juftly
deferved, and propofing to give the world
a new and more corre edition of the
whole in ‘oftavo, together with "additions
of fuch material points as had been omitted
in the former,

When this fecond xmpreﬁ'xon came to be
sefolved on, both the authors and proprie-
tors, fenfible of the many mifcarriages of
the formcr for want of our followmg our
firt plan, did unanimoufly agree among
other things, that every one of us in the
revifing, correcting, and improy }g each

our refpective parts, fhould oblige ourfelves,

fo far fo ftick clofe to it for theAfture,
 that all-the unneceffary repetitions fhould
be refcinded, and every hiftorical faltbe_
confined to.the hxf’cory of that country in’

which

/

-

.



(319 )

which it was tranfacted, 4nd no where
mentioned at length but there; as the con-
queft of Sicily in the Kiftory of that Ifland,
of Carthage in that of the Republic, of
the Spaniards, Gauls, &ec. in tharef thofe
nations, which was the only way of mak-
ing every one of them compleat, and at the
fame time thorten the work, by the avoid-
ing all needlefs- repetitions, And this we
not only promifed, but bound ourfelves in
writing to perform ; however to make the
point ftill more fure, as I had reafon to
doubt.an unahimous compliance to the
agreement from one quarter; I further pro-
pofed that no part theuld go to the prefs,
till it had been examined and approved by
the reft.. This was accordingly oppofed by
the party I fufpected under feveral fpecious
pretences, fuch as taking up too much time,
as we lived at fome diftance from each °
other, the danger of miflaying or lofing
fome of the copy, and having now and
then fc} ne alteration in controverted points,
alm*uph might retard if not hinder the
work ; upon which the proprietors thought
.£¢o give it up, and to depend upon our’
honour for the exa& performance of our

v agreement.
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egreement. However as he hath hard!y
" in one fingle inftance kept up toit, but
hath reprinted, not only his own Roman
hiftory, but feveral other parts done for-
merly by other hands, and now com-
mitted to his care by the bookfellers,
almoft verbatim from the firft edition, to
the no fmall trouble of, and damage to the
other authors who had filled up thefe un-
neceflary chafms in their refpeltive. parts,
. which he fhould have ftruck out of his
own, and have been fince obliged to erafe
all thofe ‘additions; he bath fufficiently
convinced every one of us what his views
were in fo ftrenuoufly oppofing my, propo- .
fal, and confequently how impoffible it is_
~“for fuch a defign as this to be rightly ex-
ecuted, unlefs the whole care and revifal
be left to one fingle perfon of ability equal
"to-it, The thing is now palt all remedy
with refpect to this fecond edition, though
it may be eafily reified in every re-
fpect in a future one, if any fuch néy ever,

find encouragement. But the v:?gdﬂhe
to the public in this fecond, is*the more
.confiderable, through the unfairnefs of-she

author above mentioned, in as much as,

though
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though he is the only one concerned, that
hath not complied with our articles, he has
- by his fubdulous artifice had the far greater
thare in the work tommitted to him.
And I think I have the greater right to
complain of his breach of promife, and the
difcredit he hath brought onusand the work,
as | ¢an: make it appear that neither in the
firft nor fecond edition, I have ever departed
from our original plan, in any of thofe parts
I have been engaged in, nor inferted any
thing in them except by way of promiffum
or reference, that properly belonged to an-
other. <And for the truth of this I fhall
only appeal to thefe parts, a lift of which I
fhall, in juftice to my own charater, now
give-to the reader,
1. The Jewith hiftory, from Abraham, to
the Babylonifh captivity.
2. The hxﬁory of the Celtes and Scythlans.
3. The ancient hiftory of Greece, or the
fabulous and heroic times.
4. The Tyquel of the Jewith hiftory, from
 the retugh from Babylon, to the deﬁrué’txon
6f Jerufalem=by Titus.
5 The hiftory of the ancient Empires of
Nice and Trebizon. |

X, - 6. The
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&. ‘The hiftory of the ancient Spamards.
7+ Of the Ganls,

8. Of the ancient FFermans.

Ia. the {écond edition, wherein we endea-
voured to fupply all- the material emiffions
in the i, the following parts came to
my: {hare, viz.

1. Thé fequel of the Theban, and Corin-
thian hiftory.

z.''The Retredt of Xenophen.

4. The continuatien of the Jewith hiftory,
from the deftruétion of Jerufalem by Titus,
tothis prefent time,

I.muft here obferve. with refpet to the laft:
ofithiefe, that it-had been promifed in our
plan from the very beginning, but had been
deferred, as more properly belonging to the
modern hlﬁory, upon which feveral of our
{ubfcribers and correfpondents complained
of .the omiflion, asit is a fubje@ not only
cutious .and inftra@ive, but likewife little
known, and therefore much wanted 5 upon
which we had- agreed to fatlsfyﬁhelr de-~
ihand, and to have inferted it g€ end
of the fecond part-of-the JEwith or tbe
Roinan hiftory; and 1 had accordmg‘lme-
pared it for the prefs agamﬁ that time, and

-~ beftowed

‘ll

d
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beftowed full fix months in the writing of

it, befides what I had fpent before in col-

le&ma fuch curious matenals as fell in my -
way; fo that the copy, which will make

about fifteen or fixteen theets of the o&avo

edition, hath been a good whilg in the

hands of the proprietors, and - as I had

reafon to expedt, would have been printed

before now in the fifteenth ‘or fixteenth

volume, of which I had apprifed feveral of
my correfpondents, as well as thofe ‘of my

acquaintance who enquired after it. But to

my furprife, the proprietors. have fince de-

« termined to.poftpone it till the Modern

Hiftory comes out, as it brings the hiftory of
the Jewith nation down to the prefent time,

which naother in the werk doth, and can

have no place in the Antient. But the real

.caufé was the want of room, the work

being like to fwell beyond the number of
volumes: promifed in their propofals,

The. truth is they. being in fome meafure

obhoed)a include it within the compafs of

ﬁwNat moft twenty-one volumes,
i order t5¥upprefs the pyratical Irifh edi-
‘tiorr {which was promifed to be contained

Y2 within
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within thdt fumber, though without any
probability (or perhaps defign) of their fo
doing, if one may guefs by the bulk
of each of thofe volumes that have
been publithed) there was a neceflity of
reducing matters within a narrower com-
pafs. And this upon a ftrict computatxon
: mxght have been eafily done, notwnth&and—
~ing the feveral additions that were to' be
made to the work, had all the needlefs
tepetitions been refcinded, the ftyle made
more concife, and a great number of fuper-
fluous falts, circumftances, difquifitions,
and controverfies, moft of them ufelefs and
incompatible with the nature of {0 ex-
tenfive a work, been ftruck out of -both
the textand notes, as we had agreed fhould
be done by every one in his refpe@ive
parts, and hath been gctually done by all
but one, and him the perfon who had the
Yargeft fhare in the revifing and contralting
of the work ; fo that through his negle&
and noncompliance, the work hat fwelled
not only much beyond our compafatio

but would have done’ much niore fo, ha

not the proprietors from a laudable defice
of keeping up as much as »ould poffibly

- bc
1
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be done to the firlt propofals; not only
generoufly thrown in five or fix fheets ex-
traordinary into every volume, but likewife
enlarged every .page both in the length
and number of the lines, by which each

> volume from the fourth downwards, may

be juftly, faid to contain betwéen fix or
feven theets more of matter than was origi-
nally. propofed, or than the third or fourth
contained. And this I am bound to men-
tion in juftice to them, becaufe though
they were confiderable lofers by the firft
edition, they yet chofe to put themfelves to

this extraordmary expence, rather than in-

cur the charge of impofing upon the public,
by the unexpected addition of three or four
yolumes more than they had engaged -to
comprife the whole work in, Howeyer, I
cannot but be forry that thefe confiderations
{hould be looked upon as a fufficinet pretext
for theic fupprefling that fequel of the
Jewith hiftory I have been fpeakmo of,
cont l?r to the original plan, of the work
HAMEE expedation of fo many of its en-
:a}er»- And I do purpafely take notice
of it"that in cafe I can not prevail upon
“them to print it at the end of the - work,

. , Y 3 and,
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and leave it at the option of fubfcribers,
either to buy or leave it, the public may
know where the fault lies, and that my
friends may nét lay it at my door.
Thus much may fuffice for the hiftory of
'this _work, and to account for the great
imperfections of the firft edition, and for
the fecond wot turning out better thaa.it
hath; and I doubt not, when the reader
confiders all thefe things he will be apt ™
rather to wonder, as I have often done,
that it is come out fo well asit is. 1 havé
no intention, muchlefsanycanfe torefle&t on
the proprietors of the work, efpecially thole
‘who'are become fo fince the deaths or faildre
of moft of the old ones. They have fpared
nieither pains nor coft towards its improves
~ dent, nor*been wantmg in generoﬁby )
the authors. ‘They never once difputed
With'me about the price T fet upon my-la--
Botr, ‘hor refafed to fupply me iwith fuch
fubns as T drew upori them for, This is indeed
more than T’can or-ought to fay othe’ old
fet of them, fome of whom dften p
to great” dlfﬁcultles by their fordidnefs an
frtrctdl jealoufies dnd mlfunderﬁandxés all
| vyhlch; with pleafure obferved to. vam{h

+ upen
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upon the coming in of thismew fet. It is
true that as far-as related to nie, they always:
found me diligent and pa né’tuzvl Tperformed
the parts - underteok to'the¢ beftof my abt-
hty, and being content with a moderaté
gam, could beftow themore time and labout
tpon-them, and always took ‘caré "to havé
thgm finithed at the time feqqxred ‘ahd fo
wholly, -and 1 may add cordmlly, was Fins
tent upon, the work in general, that 1 wouid
never engage in any othér W that laf’fca
And this they were‘fo"far {atisfied of, M ar‘@
fo entm:ly relied on’ mé} tiﬁ’ t‘whethef in
town or country, I have” be’en al‘lowed %
drawn upon Mr. Mlllar, ot “fom’s feores OF
pounds before hand, which were pun&u-
ally anfwcrcd by him,- tﬂough nmthq ‘he
mor any of “the partndrs;’ ever faw, ahy of
my co 7 tilldt-went to ‘the prcﬁ; and when
‘pl'lnte off 'pdid ‘the* furplifs with Lrﬂ’éom-
‘mon generoﬁty, For: Fabvbys todk cate to
keep within compafs "This thay look iike
vahityYor me 'to 12§ of thyfelf, bat a8 ‘it
-will 6 be made pubiie il ’aftei- iny-death,
iWﬁen 1 (haflibe ot of ‘the tway ‘of i'capni’v
‘any/faﬂfa&lon from 1t b}%%[hé CODFC!OUT-
ncfs ‘6f thaving aqted anthaie(d parti and

. Y 4 as
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as this hath been my conftant method with
all the book{ellers with whom I have been
concerned, and for this I dare appeal to, all
who have employed me, I am the lefs fcru-
pulous about ‘any~ ﬁmﬁer conftru@ion . 2
cenforious reader may put upon it; thofe
~ who have known me and my converfation
. for much. above thefe twenty years, will
I hope pafs a more candld Judgment upon
jt.

Howcver w1th rcfpe& to the management
of the partners about this fecond edition,
f[ cannot but obferve that they were guilty
of two fataf errors Thc firft 'in com-
mlttmg fo . gréat a fhare of . the work as
well as the revifal of the Wholc o a man,
who they had all reafon to: believe , aimed"
chiefly at gain and dxfpatch and'ta agree
with him by the lump as they did,” which
would only prove a temptation fo him
1o hurry it off as faft as be could, and as he
‘accordmgly did, to their no fmall mortifica-
tion, as well as hurt to themfelves d the
work. T 'might add, that as he- \gs and

~ ‘owned hlmfelf quite unacquajnted W
‘the _eaftern languages, he was theSmoft
-unq‘uahﬁed for feveral parts that fell to"
hls
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his lot of any and if ‘care had not
been taken would have committed fuch
miftakes ‘in the wery. fpelling of pro-
per pames, as would quite have dif-
credited it.

The other was their engaging to “publith
a volume monthly, and beginning .to pib-
lith - before they had.a fufficient number *
ready printed before hand, o have enabled
them to keep up to their time; the want
of Which precaution hath fince obliged
them to have feveral volumes on the anvill
at different prefles at once, and to be dif-
patched with fuch precipitation - that the
compofitors have overtooked "many litteral
errors which had beer correted by -the
’authors, and which is fill worfe, this hath
likewife made it impoffible for us to make
the proper and neceﬂ'ary references from
one volume to the other as they were printed
at the fame time, arid not regularly one after
anotherias they fhould have done, fo -that
in fome. cafes we could Hhardly refer ‘to
Athgﬁﬂume much lefs to the. page; but
'?‘??Yé reader-will find many mﬁances of this

la’]c/ ) )
| I fhau
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I thall now give fome few ufeful hints
" how this work may .be made compleat in
a future edition :by one ffingle hand,. if
equal to the tatk; firft, let whoever under-
takes it read it all over again .attentively
and ‘regularly, one volume after another,
and ashe reads, common-place every thing,
perfon, fadt, &ec. as if he defigned it for 2
¢compleat dnd copious‘index. Let him not
depend upon that general one which is
teady made-to his hand, .at the end of the
work, and where all the(e needleﬁ: repeti=
tions; incenfiftences, and contradiGtions may
be. artfully -omitted or concealed, .but
either make a full and exa& one e novo,
or at leaft confult the printed one upon
every .point he reads over, and mark .down’
every fuch omiffion or concealment; though
were it-my, cafe 1 (hould rather prefer the
former, becaufe there will be the lefs.labour
Toft, asit will ftand veady:for fuch when'the
workcomes to be:reprinted, and he will have
aftotwards nothing todo but add- the’prmtcd
ipages ‘to every “article .as .they .col?
acourfe, only af it fhould .be .deemed 1qo
he-may ftrike out afterwards fuchgs ap-
'pear of lefs moment, " But he will ﬁnd

. tbls
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this fingular benefic by {uch an exat com=
mon-placing of -every thing, that it will
difcover ta him at’-once severy incedlefs, res
petition,. every inconfiftency and contra-
diction as he reids on, which he may at
the 'fame time mark down in the margia
of the book, in order to coire&t them od.
the fecond sreadmg, He may, then fet
down likewife in the mhargin, the -volume
ahd’ «page ‘where the fame'thingds told be-
. ioTe where.-it'§s differently related or fet
$ii ddifferent light, and in cafes that adinit
- drfpute, by confulting tthe voriginal au-
thos, ‘be able to*judge which: fs right ‘er
‘mothrébable " 'T}ms foroinftance, when
die finds' the Very damie facs related in-'the
\hlﬁdnes‘of Sicily, Romie-dnd Carthage, e
will zafily khaiv where ey Guphtto Have
*bben fet down 4 length, 'nlasifel;, where
Yhe'feene of aibn ‘hippehed; Ghd’ whiére
‘ohly to be referred o it, viz. ini"the Gther -
two. So thatwwhatever tither ¢he Remins
or Cirthagintin tranfadted i Sicily, thould
hbf)oﬁ‘ly promxfed ior ‘referred: &onm ‘their
'mﬁo;y; andlonly.related:at- full length:in
‘that”iof « thaoSlcﬂxahs, gand 5" of the reft.
“He will “tikewile by fisely ik tindex fiiid

out
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out where any fa&s or tranfactions have
been differently related or reprefented by
each of their.writers, who muft of courfe
be fuppofed, and will upon trial be found
to clafh often, for-want of frequently con=
ferringz with each other, or duly confult-
ing and .examining, or perhaps fome times
of rightly gnderftanding the original authors
they pretend to follow.

By this means he will likewife be able to
difcover many falls related 'in one. place,
.which more properly belong to, or ‘might
be more conyeniently transferred to an-
-other, and place- them ‘fo accordingly in
~his marginal notes. By that time he hath
.common-plaged the whole fet of volumes,
he will be likewife able to difcover every
‘material omiffion under every article, either
from his own memory and. reading, or by
turning to the index of fuch books as treat
of the fame fubjec, and he able to fupply
-every fuch defett from them, Thus in
-the articles of, nations, as Jews, Egyptians,
Romaris,. &c. or of cities, as JeruNem

,Alexandria,” Rome, &c. if he finds amy
thing material, which not bemg 1 his
go;nmon-place book, «qmakes him conclude

. W
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it was omitted in the work, he will like<
wife eafily fupply from thofe. authors and
their indexes, and the fame may be done
by -the articles - of. names of " kingdoms,
provinces, monarchs, - &c. by furnifhing
himfelf with the beft modern authore'who
have wrote of them, and fupplyiug’ each
with every thing he finds wanging in his
.. own. common-place book, as well as ex-
change fome lefs material trifles that are
in this, for more momentous ones he will
find in them, all which may be done.with
.little trouble, and he will ftill referve to
himfelf the liberty of the difference in con-
troverted points he will meet with among
thofe moderns, by .having recoufe to the
ongmal ones; for he muft make it a ftand-
ing rule to himfelf, not to rely on the for-
mer which are more copious than exact,
without confulting the latter, and where
thofe differ among themfelves as they often
do, to ufe all proper helps either to recon-

cile them, or to chufe the more probable
- fidg”

~~ *{'his would have been the method I fhould

' havé ‘taken, had I had any fhare in the

revnﬁng any other but my own particu-

° lar

A
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lar parts in thé work; tho’ I'muf(t ftill baye
thought it too’ mich for any one to have.
revifed.the whole, and thould have thought,
it neceffary to. have maparted the abovc
mentioned rulés to the, reft, in order to have
enabled them tohave rectified every miftake,
contraft, and jarring, between their parts.
.For as I knew that all: the hopes of the
proprietors, was, il a fecond, and more
corret edition, to reimbutfe the Jofles they:
had faftained by the. firft; F bad their con~.
fent to compofe: the index to each of the
volumes, (the firft excepted, which was.
done by the: fame. hand that wrote the
Roman hiftory, and juftly condemned for.
its. unneceffary length and verbofity) by
which I conld obferve as k read along; and
marked in the margin, of the leaves; every.
needlefs repetition, fuperfluity, contrariety,
omiffion, tranfpofition, &c. that would be
neceffary to make the next impreflion
more compleat, efpecially when I came to
make the' general one to- the whqle;. and
wis the better inabled by it, to refcin d ,
alter what I found amifs or fuperflgous 1
thofe parts that came more immedxately
undcr my care, though I have had fince
s@afon
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reafon to think I have gone too far in it,
and out of complaifance to the proprietors,
who complained that my. Jewith hiftory
was too diffofe for.d Work of this nature,
have been prevailed on to ftrike out in
this fecond edition many curious things,
which I have fince found had been very
well" liked and approved of in the firft.;
But without fuch refcifions it was 1mpof-
ble to -bring the whole within the com-
pafs propofed, efpecially as they were fo
much neglefted in feveral other parts of
the work, which would at leaft as conve-
niently admit of them, fuch as the Dyna-
ftes of the Egyptlans, the hiftory of Perfia
from the oriental writers, and many other
"fuch fabulous abfurdities. However, T can-~
not acéufe myfelf of havmg fupprefled any
thing that was of moment in that hiftory;
though feveral perhaps, and to my no {mall
regret, which would have been. acceptable
to the curious in that kind of learning. As
for all the other parts within my province,
I L%e rather enlarged and improved them
with .mew proofs, obfervations and curious
additions, as may be eafily- found by com-
paring the two editions together

. | With
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With relation to the defiderata in both
editions, I cannot forbear taking notice that
the ancient hiftory of the northern nations,
fuch as Mofcovy, Poland, Sweden, Den-
mark, Norway, &c. hath béen altogether
omitted except fome few hints that have
been given in that of the Scythians and
Celtes, intimating only that the former
were originally dcfcended from the latter,
It is indeed commonly beliéved that thefe
remote nations have no records of. their
ancient times, but I had a fingular eppor-
tunity of being convinced of the contrary;
by a learned gcntlcman who was a pro-
feflor of hiftory, &c. in the univerfity of
Abbo in Norway, but came to London
moftly every fummer as an agent from the
king of Sweden, and among other new
books, ufed to buy feveral fetts of the Uni-
verfal Hiftory for that Prince, for count
Comngfcgg, and other great perfons iif that
kingdom. This gentleman having ex-
prefied 'a defire to Mr. Symons his book-
feller, and one of the proprietors, f"%-
verfing with one of the authoss, pastici-
larly with that of the Jewith hiftory, we
foon came acquamted together, and upon

. my
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ty enquiring ‘of him after fuch records or
monuments of thofe northern nations on
which' one-might compile their ancient hif-
tory, gave'me fuch-a fatisfatory account,

-as made me perfuade Mr. Symon, and the
other partners, to engage him to undertake
it, which ke, with fome dliﬁculty, agreed to‘_'.
do, notwnhﬁandmg his other ayocations.
I hadthe pleafure of feeing Him' évery
time he..came ‘to Loddon, and to- ‘hedr

- how well he proceedéd:if the work's-and
accordingly. in about thrée years he broughc
a large and elaborate account -of all the
northern nations and countries, their origin,
ancient fettlements, hxf’cofy, &é. with
many ‘curious obfervations on their geogra=
phyjnatural hiftory, and the whole backed
with fich: good authorities and proofs, as
oneé would hardly have cxpe&cd from fuch
barren climes, and. was recommended by
feveral Bf -the .moft learned .mien in ‘Swe-
den and ‘Norway, who had the perufal,
or even cpntributed to fome part or ‘other
of it

“This: chopters whlch, aCcordmg to our ori-
ginal plad,. was to have preceded the ir--
;ruptlon of the Huns, ‘Goths, Vandals, Suevi

' . Z A and



and xinto , the fouthern® parts of Europe,
would: have, given,a much better and clearer
acdoung..of thefe ‘barbasous :.nations;. than
thatc which hath been- given in. the. hiftary
of 1 their_new _fettlemients ; in, ~Flingary,
Ttalyy-France, Spain, &c. The.misfortune
wiasq:that it proved teo bulky (though no-
thing..could - be--faid ‘to be fuperfluous or
impertinent in it) it being computed to
amgunt to aboyve feyenty folio theets; for
which:they could. npt:find room), bur.work
being atready {wolen vaftly beyond.itdbulk;
forghat, Bs. Sidenius, thati wasithe learned
author’s: name; had., the; moftification; .of
having “that curious part-reffed by.'the
" proprietors, ;and; retirned upon- his hands;
the 'old ones, asi Mefs. Symon and- Batley;
being dead, and .the reft, except. Mg, . Of=
bornedn Grays-Inn, being gone off; and the
new’ gnes. not-lqoking ;upon thémfelves
concerped, in -the: agréement.. And this, I
rpentioq with; no {mall regret; becaufe-it.
was a,confiderable, lofs to the learned warld,,
as well as to the author, and fuch as I=much

fear, will; hardly; be ever recovered. -
In the intetval between the conglufion, of
the firft, and the refolution-of printing the
fecpd,
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fecond, T was invited into a fhare of the
new Syftem of Geography, in which though
the Pablic found,juft fault with the extra
vagant length of that which related to
Great Brltam and Ireland, I yet found-the °
authors concerned in it, To well qualified
for the work, fo communicative and punc-
tual in their regular meetings once a fort-
night, that I readxly caine intg it, and found
with- pleafure" the work carried on with
more .unanimity, exaGnefs, and to the fatif-
/ fa&tion, -of -the proptietors, as well as of
" thepublic. ‘The parts 1 did in that work.
were thofe that follow. ' 1. Spain, Portugal
and the iflands belonging to them.. 2, Italy,
Savoy, Piedmont, .and the iflands of Sicily,
Sardinia,, Corfica,’ &c. 3. Mulfcovy both
in Europe and: Afia. 4. Tutky. in Afia.-
5. In Afa, China, Japan, Jetzo, and the,
. iflands along thofe coafts, particularly that,
of Formofa, which part I' chofe, that I-

might take loccaﬁon publickly to acknow-
ledge, as ,wwcre by a third hand, -the falf=
hood and impofture of my former account
‘of that ifland. 6, In Africa, the king-
dorns of Egypt, Abyflinia, Lybia, Barbary,
a ~Tripoli, Tunis, Morocco, Fez, with an_

r

e . Zaz account
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account of the Medlterranean Sea, and the
famed river of Sanaga. %. The Azores
iflands. 8. ‘T America, the countries of
Brafil, Magellan, Terta dél Fuego, Canada,
Louifiana, and the Bahamas and Bermudas’
iflands. And by the time I'had concluded
thefe laft, I was called upon to prepare my
refpective” parts of the Univerfal Hiftory,
for the fecond impreflion' mentipned above
I have however found fufficient reafon to’
complain of the wrong management of:
this work in feveral refpecs, though other-
wife carried on with greater exa&nefs and-
" unanimity than that of the Univerfal Hif-
tory, and I 'fhall now take the liberty of
mentioning fome of the moft confiderable
ones, becaufe they have been the caufe of
fome unavoidable errors and blunders, not
only in the two above mentioned works,
but in moft others that have been publithed-
in the fame or near the fame way. The
firft is the authors being tied to produce
foch a number of fheets in fo fhort ; a time
as is almoft incompatible with their- Nefire,
if any fuch they have, of perforniing theii "
refpective -parts with any exactnefs; for,
though the publithers feldom fail of ac- ~
quainting
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_ quainting the public that the work is either

"l

r‘.’

already, or pretty near ﬁmfhed and ready
for the prefs, {o that there:is™hd danger of
its meeting with 4hy delay or im pedxment
yet that is feldom if ever the cafe, and
with refpe@ to the works I am fpeaking
of, I found it quite the reverfe, and that
they have frequently been fent to the prefs,
under the promife of “being regularly pub-
lithed, by fucha number of theets every week
or month, when fcarcely a fourth part of it
was written. So that, to prevent the retard-
ing of the work; they have been obliged to
call in for new helps, whom they have
obliged to engage to perform their part in
lefs than half the time, that it would have
reafonably required; confidering that they
not only had it all to begin and go through
in that fhort fpace, as was the cafe in this
new Syftem of Geography, but that fome of
them were likewife engaged in fome other
work, betwgen which and this, they were
forced to divide their time and diligence,
;hough either 6f them did more than re--

uire it all; "and how could it be poffible
for either to be performed as it ought?

Z 3 | Anothes‘
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Another mifmanagement from the be-
ginning was, the ‘interlarding every fourth
or fifth number with a fet of maps which
indeed gave fome breathing time to the
authors, but then it confined them to re-
ceive alI their dire@ions concerning the
limits,” fituation, longitude, latitude, dif-
tances, &c. from thofe maps, which being
_fuch as the engraver rather than the au-
" thors had made choice of, as the moft au-
thentic in his opinion, were not always fo
judicioufly chofen as could have been
withed. -This made many errors remedi-
lefs and irretrievable, becaufe’ the greateﬂ:

part of thofe maps-had been publithed in -

fuch numbers, feveral months before the
authors were called upon to begin the
geography of thofe counntries. This I
often complained of to the proprietors
from the beginning, both as a great_over-
fight and a hardihip upon the authors, who,
inftead of being allowed to dire&t the en-
graver in the choice or compiling of them,
were obliged to follow hlmamphcxtly, and
often contrary: to their own®opinion an
liking, in thofe which he had thought fit
to pitch upon for our guide, Thus in the
’ ' * map

é
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map of Japan, for inftance, the land of.
Jetzo is affirmed to be.the fame with Cum-
fchatta, though. contrary to, faé’c, it -not’
being fo much as part of.x't I might add
likéwife, that thofe maps conﬁned us;to.the’
orthography .of places, though'. very often.
erroneaus, or being of foreign extract, con-
veyed a ‘wrong found of the name to'an
Englith ‘ear. :
But the moft’ confiderable mrfmanagemenf :
was in the choicé of fuch printers as bore
indeed the greateft fway and intereft, and
* who confequently had fuch a glut of- bu{' i~
nefs, that every thing was difpatched with.
theutmoft hurry and precipitation, inorder to
. keep up to their time. This never failed
caufing a great deal of confufion and in-
corretnefs in the printing, ‘particularly in
the othography of proper names, and gw-
" ing the authors a great deal of trouble in
. correlting the proofs, which, however, was
but too ‘often of no ferv:ce through the
hurry the compofitors were in, which made
them overlook and often negle& thofe cor-
:&c&xons - Tt"frequently happened likewile,
that they required fuch a quick difpatch, of
the author, in corre@ting the fheets, that
N Z 4 they

)
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they had not, time enough. to read them
over with that carefulnefs they. would
otherwife hayg\done fo that they them- -
felves could not avoid overlooking even
fome material errors in the {pelling, but
. moft chiefly in the numbers and figures,
As for me, it being my conftant rle not
* to be engaged in two works at once, I
never would let-a proof go out of my
hands, without a fecond, and, in fome cafes,
- a third reading, but I’ have often found
that I might as well have faved myfelf that
Tabour, fince the correGors or compofitors .
had not time enough left to make the pro-
per emendations, and fometimes have .
fent the fheet to -the. prefs before the proof:
hath been returned.
To prevent this unfair dealing, as I'may
juftly call it, or at leaft to lay the blame at
the right door, I had taken a method
of infifting upon having two proofs, of each
fheet, fent me from the prefs; -under pre-
tence of keepmg one of them by,me, to
refer to when it was requifie, but in falt
by correting both. proofs alikeh the mar—#
gin, to be able to produce that which I
kept by rnc, agamﬂ; both the compoﬁtox;i

. an
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and corre®or, when ever they were guilty
of any ‘fuch negle®, But as foon as my
defign was found out by themy¢' fome plau-
fible excufes were made, for not continu-
ing to fend duplicates, and I was forced to
give up that point, unlefs I had a mind to
difablige the very mafter printers, who .
were fome of the richeft, and bore the
- greateft fway. with the proprietors, and had
already deprived us, under the pretence of
" difpatch, of the privelege of revifing our
copy, after our firft correction. This laft
- indeed. was denied us, on account of the
unreafonable trouble, which one of the
authors too frequently gave them, "in thofe
_revifes at' the firft fetting out; wha did
~often require three or four of them,
and every one loaded with new, aod
moftly needlefs alterations, which took up
fo much of the compofitors time that they
werejobliged to complain of it. This was,
though true with refpe&t to one author,
but 2 poor prétence for depriving the reft
of the liberty,of one fingle revife, which they
%" chicfly-fiflilfed on, not fo much to make
any neceflary alterations, as only to be
fatisfied that none of their corrections were
» : over=-
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overlooked. However, the point was over-
ruled by the printers; and that material.
check being taken off from the compofitors,
the Jiteral errors multiplied fo faft upon us,
efpecially in the words and quotations out
of the eaftern languages, that we were
. obliged to take notice only of fuch-as were
of the greateft moment in the table of
errata of the firft edition, and to curtail as
- inany of "thofe foreign words as we could
ini the fecond, efpecially thofe of the Arabic,
Hebrew, and Syriac kind.

Thefe are fome of the principal caufes of
that incorretnefs which commonly, I had
almoft faid unavoidably, happen in thefe
kinds of works, let an author be ever fo |
defirous and careful to avoid, them, unlgfs, .
he hath fo great a fway over the printers,
that they dare not refufe him the liberty of
revifing his own.work as often as he_ fees
it needful. .And the leaft that he can infift
on, for his own credit and fatisfattion, is a
- revifal of every proof after it hath been

correted by him,
1 did take occafion to mention a\‘l'rmc\hx gher
the wrong information which Mr. Palmer

- gave me concerning Buhop Hare’s Metrical
Pflaker,
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Pfalter, which was, unknown to me, pit into
Mr. Bowyer’s hands to print, whilft I'was
writing the firft part of the Jewith hiftory,
and as there had elapfed feveral years be-
tween the time, in which Mr. Palmer was
lapplied to by Dr. Wathburn, -and that of
my becoming in courfe to write on'the fub<
jeét of the Hebrew . poetry, which had:
confirmed me in the. opinion that the
bithop’s defign wasquite fet afide; I madeno
difficulty to affirm after the generality of the
learned writers on that fubje@, that the métre
of the Hebrew Pfalms and other poetical
pieces in the Old Teftament,.was looked
upon as irretrievably loft, ‘notwithftanding
.the efforts of fome, and the pretences of

, athers, who vainly imagined they had or

were in the way of recovering it. I backed
my opinion with fome new arguments
which had occurred to me during my fruit- -
lefs fearch after it, and which appeared to
me to carry no fmall force. This part,
which was contained in the ninth number
of the ﬁrﬁ,&olume, was fcarcely publithed,

before the “bithop’s Pfalter came out. It -
may be eafily imagined that-my curiofity

would not permit me to be long without -

exammmg
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examining that performance, which feemed
to overthrow all that I had faid.on that fub-
]e& and fadly was I vexed -that my part
was pubhfhed before I had feen this un-
- expected piece, Had I dreamed of any
fuch being fo near coming out, I would )
doubtlefs have fupprcﬁ'ed mine till I had
thereby examined it. What furprifed me
moft, and made me entertain fome higher
notion of that enterprize, was the long inter-
val which had pafled between. the time of
its being finithed and offered to Mr. Pal-
mer, and that of its being publithed, which
" Y reckon to have_been about fix or feven
years, and which I therefore: fuppofed the
bithop and his learned friend Dr. Wee—,.
had fpent in the revifing and polithing it
but, upon ftriCter enquiry, I found the
caufe of that delay tc have been of a
different nature, and was as follows.
" His lordfhip had excepted againft Mr. Pal-
mer’s Hebrew types, which were of
Athias’s font, and a little battered, and in-
fited upon his having a new it from Mr.
Caflon, which greatly exceedéd it in beauty.
But Mr. Palmer was fo deep in- debt
to him, that he knew not- well how to
proture
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procure it from him without ready money,,
* which he was not able to fpares The
bithop likewife infifted upon. having fome:
Roman and Italic types Caft with fome
diftinguifhing mark, to dire¢t his readers to
the Hebrew letters they were defigned to
anfwer, and thefe required a new fett of
punches and matrices before they could be.
caft, and that would have delayed the work,
which Mr. Palmer was in hafte to go
about, that he might the fooner finger fome
of his lordfhip’s money, This put him
upon fuch an wunfair firatagem, which
when difcovered, qunte difgufted his
lordfhip againft him, viz. reprefenting
Mr. Caflon as an idle, dilatory work+
man, who would in all probability make-
them wait feveral years for thofe few types,
if ever he finithed them. That he was in-
deed the only artift that could fupply him
- with thofe types, but that he hated work,
and was not to be depended upon, and
therefoge advifed his lordfhip to make |
\,. fhift with fope fort which he could fubfti-
*-tute, and would anfwer the fame purpofe,
rather than run the rifk of ftaying fo long,
and being perhaps difappointed. The
’ bithop
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bithop, however, being refolved, if poﬂ’ble,
to have the defired types, fent for Mr. |
Bowyer, and-afked him whether he knew a
letter founder that could .caft him fuch a
fett gut of hand, who immediately recom-
. mended Mr. Caflon ; and, being told what]
a fad and dlfadvantageous charaéter he had !
. heard of him; Mr, Bowyer not only affured
his lordfhip that it was a very falfe and un-
juft one, and engaged to get the above- -
mentioned types caft by him; and a new’
font of his Hebrew ones, én as fhort!
a time as the thing could poﬂibTy be-
done. Mr, Caflon was accordingly fent” for
by ‘his lordfhip, 4nd ‘having made him
fenfible of the time the new ones would ,
require to be made ready for ufe, did pro-
duce them according to his promife, and
the: book was foon after put to-the prefs;
and this it was that had {o long retarded its
_publication. -
I was not’ long without it, and muft own
that his preface, in which his lordfhjp can-
futed, with uncommon learnmgv‘d keenefs, -
all the fyftems that’ hitherto appeared in ¢
public, raifed my expeQation to a high de-
gree. For if the metre of the facred book
. : - could
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could but be fuppofed to come up to the
\]oftmefs -and. dignity of'the  thoughts and
.expreflions, (and- who could ever have
douibted of it, that-confid®fs how much
greater gehxus the latter reqmres than «the
former?) it muf(t I thought have greatly ex-
elled that of Homer and Virgil. But
how great was my furprife, when upon
reading .on I found that his lordfhip had
reduced itto a poor low,crawling bumdrum,
bitony, of trochaics and iambics, or vice .
wverfa-as'the eader pleafed, and into which
he m:ght with, t=:afea and with much les
than_half: the yariations, maiming ang dif-
tortion, of the text, have reduced any_com-
mon -profe -out; of any -language ! How
much morg fill to. find in almoft every
lme, words, and fometlmes whole verfes
mutilated, ﬁretched out: or lopped off,
tranfpofed or * exchanged ad. libitum, in.
order td- brmg them. to_his 111 contrifed
ftandard! To hear a learnéd, prelatc, thh all
the fcemmg gravity 1magmable affirm that.
;the HebYew poetry, (which by the way
~. .was arrived to fuch’ prodnglous - heights,,
thh rcfpe& to;the grandeu: and loftinefs
of its figures and imagery, -even fo early as
. Mofes’s
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Fof~s’s time) was ev}n fo low as in David’s
ume, fo crude, imperfect and vague, as
not to have {o much as a determinate dif
ference between: long and fhort fyllables,
efpecially conﬁéering to what -a heighth of
perfection that monarch had improved thé)
_art of mufic; and, what is ftill more fur
prifing than a]l the reft, to fee his lordfhip,
in confequence of this his low conceit of the
"Hebrew poetry, take fuch pains to marr,
deface, and deftroy. fome of the moft fur-
prifing, lofty and complicated figures and
allufions in that facred book, and fuch as
far excel all that is to be met with in the
Greek and Latin "poets, But for thefe I
mautft refer the reader to what I have ob-
ferved of the Hebrew poetry, -and on
that abfurd performance, in the Univerfal
Hiftory (fee vol. iv. of folio edition p. 710
-& feg. and notes, and in the o&tavo one,
vol. X, p. 202 & feg. and note (E). The
occafion of my being obliged to make thofe
- animadverfions on it, was as follows.
I was fo thocked at the figedom whichyg
that prelate took to depretiate, muti-’"
late and vilify fo fublime a fet of the
nobleft and” moft divine poems, that I

thdught
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thought myfelf obliged to write againft
im, and to expofe, as they deferved, all
is unfair criticifms on it, all his forced
mendations, and, above all; the abfurdity
f his new-difcovered metre; but witlal,
n fuch a refpe&tful manner, as was due to
perfon of his charater. And in order
to that, retired for three months” into
Sury and Hampthire, where I had an op-
- portunity to confult, upon proper occafions,
fome of my fuends, who were no ftran-
gers to that kind of learning. I found
the tafk the lefs difficult, as I prefently fell
in among fome of them, who not only
condemned his performance, but had raifed
already fome very -material objetions
againft it, which they readily communi-
cated to me as {oon as they were apprifed .
of my defign. One of them among the
reft had (by way of expofing his lord-
thip's contemptible metre) reduced the
Englith Lord’s Prayer, Creed, Ten Com-
mandments, and the T¢ Deum, into the
fame crawling meafure; whilt I, who
" wholly cenfised myfelf to the chrew
had already’ done ‘the fame by the firft
chaptér of Genelis, and the laft chapter of

Aa Mala-
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Malachi, ‘both which I- had likewile

turned into the fame dull verfe, without
- half the - deviations from the text, whnchr
his Jordfhip had been forced to make in al-,
moft every Pllm. Some of his very
pretended' emendations proved fuch, that
the frequency of them directed me t
the dlfcovery of a more elegant metre than
he had ever dreamed of, and which con-
vinced me, as they have fince many more
Hebraifts, that there was in the metre of
the Pfalms, not only a real and fettled
ditin¢tion between the long and the
{hort fyllables, but that two of the latter
were equivalent, in the conftituting, of a
. foot or -verfe, to one of the former; fo
that they had at leaft three different kinds
of feet, viz, long monofyllables, bifyl-
lables, confifting of two long, and trifylla-
bles, confifting of two thort and one long,
or wice verfa ; but whxch in the metre an-
fwered to a fpondee, or two long fyllables.
Of this I gave fo mahy inftances, as
made me think, contrary to #fhat I had

done till then, that the chr-cw metre was "~

not {o irrecoverably loft as I had imagined,
and that a little more application than I
T : , s had

~
%
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hdd time then, or have had fince to beftow
pon it, might go near to recover moft, if
ot all, the various. kinds of it.
owever, as foon as I had finithed what i,
Ihd fome of My friends as well as'I
hought a fufficient confutation of the
ifhop’s performance, and in the fame, tho’
not fo florid and elegant a Latin, I fent to
defire one of my bookfellers to enquire of
Mr. Bowyer, whethér the new types, caft
for his lordthip, were flill in his pof-
feflion ? and whether I might be permitted
the ufe of them, 'in the anfwer I had pre-
pared for the prefs ? I was an{wered in the
affirmative ; but.one bookfeller took it
into his head to afk at the fame time, what
number of copies his lordfhip had caufed
to be printed of ‘his Plalter? and was an+
fwered only five bundred; one half of which.
had "been prefented by his Lordthip to
his learned. friends, both in and out of
England, and moft of the reft were flill
unfold, there being but few among the

«learned, tBat were, curious in fuch matters;

the performance Having been difapproved
by all that had feen it This news {o cooled
the bookfellers eagernefs after my anfwet,
e o A a2 ' that,

. W
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~~that, upon my coming to.town, and their
acquair#ing me with the ftate .of the cafe,
I was ‘quite difcouraged from printing it.
For they concluded from what Mr. Be . yer
had faid, that it wéuld be dangerous to pri
above three hundred of mine, the charg
of. .which being deducted, the profit
upon 2 fuppofition that they were all fold,
would be fo fmall, that they could not af-
ford me above two or three guineas for my
* copy (which would have made about feven
or eight fheets of a middling o&tavo) with~
out being lofers. This was their way of
computing the matter, againft-which hav-
ing nothing to obje&, I locked up the pa-
pers in my cabinet, where they have lain
ever fince.” They did indeed offer me better
terms, and to print a greater number of
copies, if I would be at the trouble of print- |
.ing it in Englith, which they thought would
be more univerfally read, out of diflike to
the bithop; but, befides that I cared not
to be at the pains of Englifhing it, I thought
it below the fubject to pring it il any other-
language, but that in which his was wrote, 7
and fo wholly declined it.
o 'uona oy with the curate of the
: *parifh,
\
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parith*, who, upon my coming from
Hampthiré, told me the following ftory,”
'which I give on his authority, for I
never enquired farther into it—That his
e&or, the reverend Dr. Nichols, acquagnt-
ed the .bifhop, that he had a gentleman in
is parith, who defigned fhortly to publith a
confutation of his Hebrew metre. Thebithop
afked whether he was equal to the tafk? and
was anfwered, that he was'thought fo by all
that knew him, and that he was the perfon
whohad wrote the Jewith hiftory, wherein
he had given a greater character of the He-
brew poetry than his lordthip feemed to
doin his book, and that he was one of the
perfons concerned in the writing of the
‘Univerfal Hiftory. The bithop.then afked his
name, and being told that he called himfelf
Pfalmanazar, expreﬂéd hinifelf with fome
warmth to the company, that there was -
never-a Jew of them all that underftood
any, thing of Hebrew, much lels of the
facred poetry, and being told that I was no
Jew, b in all appearance an honeft and
ftrick churchman, who would doubtlefs
‘ufe his ’}ordfhlp with the refpe@ due to
m""é St. Luke s, Old fircet.

v his
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his charater; he appeared a little better fa+-
tlsﬁedﬁand willing to fufpend his judgment,
till he faw what I had to fay againft him.
And here I cannot forbear making an ob-
fervation, or two, on his lordfhip’s fpeech;
taking the ftory for true, which I am the
morg inclined to believe to be fo, becaufe
he “was always known to have a fingulan
contempt of the Jews, fo far as related to
their knowledgc of the Hebrew tongue.
The one is, that his mean opinion of them
muft be owing to his fmall acquaintance
with them; otherwife he might have found
in London feveral of them very learned in
that tongue, (befides a much greater num-
ber abroad, efpecially among the northern
ones) and who, bating their different
interpretations -of thofe - main _prophecies
which relate to the Meffiah, could have
dilplayed- to him 2 much greater and
deeper fkill in that facred tongue, than he -
appears to have had, by any thing ¢cne can
find in his book. ‘The other is, how his
lordthip came to take Salmanggfr for a
Jewith, inftead of an Aflyrian pame; for as
the monarch fo called, was one of thofe
monarchs who carried away part of Ifrac
BT ca.ptxvcs
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captives into Affyria; a Jew would as foon
call a fon of his Beelzebub, as Salmahazar,
r Nabuchadnezzar.
Jowever, the abovementioned’ ftory, as
_ Peell as the expectation which my fricads
n Hampfhire, ‘Surry, and London, were
in, to fee my anfwer to him, gave me no
fmall regret, let my not publifhing it
thould be interpreted in favour of his per=
formance, or as my yielding the point to
him, as not being able to. confute him.
And could I bhave afforded it, I would have
fun the hazard of printing it at my own
charge; for I was above doing it by fub~ -
fcription, it being fo fmall a thing as a
pamphlet of;at moft-eight oftavo fheets;
and much more loth was I, all the above
things confidered; to let a work feemingly
calculated to depreciate the excellence of -
the facred poetry of the Old Teftament, to
"~go-uncenfured; efpecially as I had fo many
ftrong’ obje@ions ready levelled againtt it,
At length a thought came into my mind,
a3 £ was\hen preparing new materials for
the fecond part of the Jewith hiftory, to
refume that [fubje& there. And this I
thought T was: fo much better intitled to
“ do,

M
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do, if it were but in defence of what I
had faid in the firlt part in praife of the
¥I-brew poetry, and which was, in moft
cafes, quite oppofite to the character,
vifich “i. lordfhip gave of it in his books
The colle®ting, and compleating of the

canon of the facred books by Ezra, an
other ififpired writers, and their appointing
of the proper leflons, pfalms, &c. for the
divine worthip, gave me a fair opportunity
for it, which I was the more ready to take,
_ as I knew that it would be read by many
more people in fuch a work as that, than
in a Latin pamphlet, and would of courfe
more effeGtually expofe the abfurdity of his
pretended new-found metre, 3s well as the
_ unfeemly freedom he hath given himfelf
in altering and mutilating the facred text
for the fake of it. I therefore refolved to
take notice, in juftice to his lordthip, of all
jutt, laudable, and ufeful difcoveries he had
— made on that fubjet in the text, and to
throw the main part of my objections
-againft the reft of his bookin aﬂmg note,
in the moft fuccin& and impartial manner I
could, in hopes that the fetting both forth,
as it were, in one view, might pronably
: - *©XCite
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excite fome who had more learning and
™ leifure thanI,tofollow the hints there given,
as the moft likely means for compleating
the defired difcovery, to which his lordfhip
%ad in a -great ‘meafure opened the way,
hough he had {o unhappily mifcarried in
bhe'end. The difficulty was how to icon-
. trat my materials fo as not to over-fwell
that part of the work, as it muft have done
if I had brought every thing into it, which I
-had wrote on that fubject, and this obliged
me to firike off near two, thirds of them,
and to confine myfelf to the moft material
points;- fuch as -would moft effectually an-
{wer the two main ends I had in view;
viz, the exPlodmg the ‘bithop’s new
metre, and gwmg the curious reader, that
would go about it, a clue to find out the
original one of the facred books; for as to
what I defigned to have faid in praife of the
Hebrew poetry, had the fubject been printed
feparately, it was the lefs neceflary here, as
I had already expatiated fo much upon it
in the. i\ volume. Someg of the pro-
prietors and authors were-indeed againft
- my.defign, not only as it would fwell the

‘chapter beyond its length, but likewife as
' Bb the
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the fubje&t in queftion appéared to them,.
foreign to the reft of its contents; bug ~
I had the .pleafure not only toé carry my
point againft them, but likewife to have
the performance commended by fevera',
learned men as welf= as by all my
friends; infomuch that upon my confult~
ing, feveral of them, whether I might
not in the fecond or o&avo edition (in
which we were obliged to contract our
materials, in order to reduce the whole
within the propofed limits) either wholly-
omit or content myfelf with.a fhort men-
tion of what I had done more-at Jarge in
the folio; they advifed me by ng means to
curtail the main. fubjedt, thougr) I might,
they thought, eraze here and there an ex-
planatory or” critical note, which I readily
complied with. . :

Soon after I had conclided my laft part of
the Ancient Hiftory, the proprictors and
authors had fome meetings together to
confult upon the going on with the Mo-
dern, and feveral plans .were pgopofed by
different perfons of learning, and, capacity.
The misfortune was, that this part likewife
was to be confined within the compafs of

| ‘ " Jtwenty
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twenty volumes, of the fame bulk: with
the Ancient, and thefe gentlemen differed
fo much in the proportion they allowed to
each refpe&we country or kingdom, it ithat
twe could fee but listles likelihood of mal<'
ing any tolerable' coraputation, either of
what the whole might reafonably agount
to, or of what number of theets mi ht be
_properly allowed to each hiftory.. As for
me, the more I confidered the great ex»
tent of the work, -and the number of em-
pires and kingdoms which bhad not fo
-much as been touched uvpon in the Ancient
part, fuch as Turkey, India, the great
Mogul, Tartary, China, Japan, &c. the
i greateft part of Africa, and the whole tract
. of America, to fay nothing of Ruffia and
~feveral other northern countries in Europe;
the nmiore I was perfuaded of the impof-
fibility of reducing the -whole within fo
fmall a number of volumes, unlefs it was
done rather by way of epitome, than of _
compleat, ‘though ever fo fuccin®, a hif="
tory. Dyt thouoh this appeared ftill more
vifible by the fmall number -of fheets which
thefe. plans, Thowever diffetent, allotted to
moft parts of the work, and muft have.
g received
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received by almoft every reader, at the
firlt view, yet the proprietors who had
their particular réafons for fixing upon that
,humber of 'volumes, would by no means
confent to have it.exceeded. This howa{
‘ever, occafioned fome demur, during which
fome of the beft judges in this kingdom, -
and: 'out‘ of it, were confulted, as well a3
about the prop_ereﬁi method of beginn’ :
and purfuing this modern part.
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