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M E M O I R S ,  o f

^  Commonly known by the Name o f 
*

. GEORGE PSALMANAZAR;

• ■ . ' .

Reputed Native of F O R M OSA.

Written by himfelf
i «’ •

Jn order to be j^ublJAed Death.

- i c o n t a i n i n g

An Accoünt of; his Educaron, Travels, Adventures,
■ Corineéíions, Literary ErOduftions, and pretended 
Cony^fion from Heath,enifnj to Chriftianityj which 
laft pr^ed the. .Occafion óií'S'is being brought over 
into this Kingdom, and paffing for d Profelyte, jwid 
A Member of the Church of/Cjifilinii

. L ; 0  N D O N i

P R I N T E D  F OR  T H E  E X E C U T R I X .

^ !d  by R. D a v i s , in Picadilly; J. N e w b e r y , in St.
Church-Yard; L. D a v i s , and C. R e y m e r s  

4n fSlborn. , ,
MDCCLxrv. ;. I i n
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A l i V E  R T I S E M E  NT .

\

T h e following ilieets are printed for the 
benefit o f  M r. Pfalmanazar’s executrix j 
who thought^it right to -prefix his L a s t  
W i l l  a n d  T e s t a m e n t , as the beft 
introdudtion to them, M r. Pfalmanazar\ 
firil intimation o f giving this public ac
count o f  himfelf, m a y 'b e  found under 
the article Formoia, in the C o m p l e t e  
Sy s t e m  o f  G e o g r a p h y  in which
he affiiled as a writer d-., ¡VVhere he was" 
born, a n d .. who were His parents, do not 
yet appear 'fb’r certain j even rrt , thefe 
pofthumous memoirs he has endeavoured 
to keep them inviolable fecrets. From  
circumfiances however.t.here is little reafon 
to doubt, but that JlCk was a n a tiv e ,o f 
Frartce ; indeed ihe fpoke .the French lan
guage fo well, beyond what is ufual when 
attained by grammar or travel onl)% that 
we do not queftion to fay, H e was a French
man. His pronunciation had a fpicc o f  the 
Gafcoin accent, and in that provincial

* Vol. ii. p. 251. This work was publiflied, in >74?»

em. p. 339,
dialeb^

   
  



( i¡ )

dialed he was fo mafterly, that none but 
thofe born in the country could equal, none 
though born there could excel h i m i b r  
notwithftanding it may be efteemed but a 
patois y or jargon, yet foreigners find it imprac
ticable to be fpoken with propriety, and with 
that fluency and vivacity peculiar to thofe 
p eop le; and from this we prefumé, that 
fom e part o f  Languedoc may lay, claim to 
his birth. T h e  reverend M r. V*llette, who 
was intimately acquainted Wiith. him for 
upwards o f  four and twenty years, (and 
had rn^ny opportunities to obferve him, 
and to know  him well) has communicated 
thefe conjetures, which the judicious reader, 
perhaps, will fee fufficiently cpnfirmed from 
feveral paflages in the memoirs themfelves.

   
  



T H E  ; L A S T  W I L T ; . X i ^ D , T E i f A ;  

M E I^ T  O F  m e ; A - P O O R  S I N F U L  

A N D '.W O R T ^ ^ ^  C -R E A t U r ^  

C b A l M O i i 'L Y  K N 'O IW N  B Y  T H E  

ASSU]>;/1.E D  n a m e  o f  .G E O R G E ;  

P S A L M A 'N A Z A R

T h y  ever bleiTed .and.unerritjg- W ill, Oh' 
mdft gragious,th ough  .offended .Go(f! -be 
ddfte by imq.jand all,the vvorld, vvKether 
for.life of death. /
Into, thy all-merciful' hands I  com m it m y 
fouh- a'S unto,a moft igracioua Father, w ho, 
thqugh juftly provoked,,by niy pail vSin 
and wicked Jife, but more efpecially fo 
during the ybuthful fallies o f a raih and 
unthinking part o f it, has yet been gra- 
cioufly pleafed, by thy undeferved grace 
and mercy, to preferve me from the reign- 

V ing errors and hereiies,. and the more de- 
'd orab le  apoftacy and infidelity o f  the pre- - 
fien la g e , and enabled me to take a conilant'

' B  ‘ ' and
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and iicdfaft hold on the only author o f  ouf 
falvation, thy ever adorable and divine Son 
Jèfus Chfift, our powerful and hrieritorious 
K édéèfhèii .-frorti 'whofe alone,?'and all-* 
powerful intercefllon and merits (and not 
from any the leail: inherenttighteoufnefs o f 
toy own/ w h ic h !  heartily abhor as filthy 
rags in, thine all purer,eyes) I hope and 
beg for pardon and.recOhciliatlon, and for 
a happy refurreélion .ùnto that hlèfled ira-“ 
mortality to which we are redeemed by 
his rnpft precious and ineftimable blood.
I  likewife.blefs and a.ddfe thy infinite good-i- 
neis foi' prefervihg me from inniimerable 
dangers o f body'and-foul-,- to vVhich this 
wretched life, but more particularly, by m y 
ow n youthful' faihnefs and inconfideratiOn,- 
might, have e^ipofed .m e, had not thy D i
vine Providence interpofed in fuch a won
derful manner, as juftly challenges m y 
deepeft admiration and acknowledgment : 
particularly I am bound to blefs thee for fo 
timely nipping that ambition and vain
glory, which had hurried me through fuch 
fcenes o f im piety and hypocrify, and as the^ 
m oil effeélual antidote againft it, nexyjfiv 
t-hy divine grace*, * haft brought me not J n l ^

I  t5

   
  



( 3 )

to prefer, but to delight in a ilate o f  ob- 
fcurity and lownefs o f  circumftances, as 
the fureft harbour o f peace and fafetyj by 
which, though the little I  have left in m y 

 ̂ poiTeflion be dwindled to fo little value as 
to be but a poor acknowledgment for ^the 
fervices which I have received from my 
friend hereafter named, to whom  I  can do 
no lefs than bequeath it all, yet I  hope the 
w ill may be' accepted for the deed, and that 
the Divine Providence will fupply to her 
what is wanting in me. And n ow , O  Fa
ther o f Mercies, 1 befeech thee for thy dear 
Son’s fake, fo to direft me by thy grace 
through all the future concerns o f  this life, 
that when, where, or in what manner fo- 
ever it ihall pleafe thee to call me out o f  
it, I  may be. found ready and willing to re
turn my fo,uJ,:j,worthlefs as it is o f  itfelf, 
thee who gaveff It; and my death, as well 
as m y latter end, may be fuch as may teqd 
all poihble ways to thy 'glory, the edification 
o f  thy church, and my own eternal com
fort. And in hopes there is nothing in this 

^my laft will that is not agreeable to thine, 
L leave it to be executed after m y death 

f f i y ^ y  worthy and pious -friend Sarah R e-
B' 2 walling,
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walling, o f  this pariili o f  St. Luke, in 
dlefex, in the manner hereafter mintioned.
VIZ.
r  deiire that- m y body, when or where- 
erer I  die,- m ay be kept fo‘ long above 
ground, as decencjjj or cbnyeniency will 
permit, . and aftert^rds conveyed to the 
com m on/burying-ground, and there in
terred. in fome obfcu.re corner o f  it, w ith
out,any further ceremony or formality than 
is ufed to the bodies o f the deceafed pen- 
lioners vyherel happen to die, and about 
the famie time o f  the day, and that the 
w hole may be performed in the loweft 
and cheape.ft manner. And it is m y ear- 
neft requeft, that m y body be. not in- 
clofed in any kind o f coffin, but only de- 
cegtly laid in what is called a /hell o f  th e 
low eft value, arid.without lid or other co
vering which may hinder the natural earth 
from  covering it all around’.
T h e  books relating to the Univerfal H i- 
ftory, and belonging to the Proprietors, 
are to be returned to them according to lh‘c 
true lift o f them, which vyill be found in 
a blue paper in m y account book. A l l^ .-  
reft being mv own property, together with

all

   
  



-all my houihpld goods, wearing apparel, 
and whatever money ihall be found due to 
me after my deceafe, I give and bequeath 
to my friend Sarah Rewalling above'named, 
together with fucli maniiicripts* as I had 
written at different tiittie?, and .defigned to 
be made public, i f  they (half be deemed 
worthy o f it, they confiifting o f  fundry e f - . 
fays on fome difficult parts o f  the Old 
Teftament, and chiefly written for the ufe 
o f  a young Clergyman in the country, and 
fo unhappily acquainted, with that,kind of. 
learning, that he was likely to become the 
but of his fceptical parifhioners, but being, 
by this means, furniihed with proper ma
terials, was enabled to turn the tables upon 
them.
But the. principal manufcript I thought,m y- 
fe lf in duty bound to leave behind, is a 
faithful narrative o f  my education, and the 
fallies o f m y wretched youthful years, and 
the various ways by which I was in fom& 
pieafure unavoidably led into the bafe and 

^ a m e fu l impofture o f  paffing upon the 
world for a native o f Formofa, and a con- 

^ % rt to Chriftiariity, and backing it with a 
.̂¿lljfious account o f that ifland, and o f  m y

B 3 / ovVr

■ ?

   
  



c
ow n travels, converfion, & c. all or mdfl: fcf 
it hatched in m y own brain, without re-'*' 
gard to truth and honefty. It is true, I 
have long íincé 'difclaimed even publicly 
all but the /lláme and guilt o f  that vile im - 
pofition, yet as lonjf as Í  knew  there were 
ilill two editions of that fcandalpus romance 
remaining in England, befides the feveràl 
verfions it had abroad, I  thought it incum
bent upon me to undeceive the world, by 
unravelling that whole myftery o f  iniquity 
in  a pofthumous work, which wpuld be 
leis liable to fufpicion, as the author would 
b e  far out o f the, influence o f any finifter 
motives that m ight induce him to deviate 
from  the truth. ' A ll th a t! íhiáll add con
cerning it is, that it was began above twehty- 
iive years ago with that view, and no other, 
during a long réceís ifi thé country, ac
companied with a threatening difeafe, and 
iince then continued in m y mdft ferions ■ 
hours, as anÿ thing new preferited itfe lf j 
fo that it hath little elfe to recommend i l^  
ie lf  hut its plainnefs and fincerity, except\ 
here and there fome ufeful obfervations afl^L 
innuendoes on thofe branches o f  learning in* 
which I had been concerned, and parnbu-

r '  '

   
  



larlÿ w ith  fùch excellent improvements as 
m ight be made in the method o f  learning 
o f  Hebrew, and in the producing a more 
perfedi body o f  Univerfal iiiftory, and mòre 
ànfwerable to its title than thattvhich hath 
already paiTed à fécond edition. And thefe, 
I  thought, might be more deferving a place 
in that narrative, as the ufefulnefs o f them  
tvould' in a great meafure m ake amends 
for the fmall charge o f  the whole. I f  it 
therefore ihall be judged worth printing, I  
delire it may be fold to the higheft bidder, 
in order to pay m y arrears for m y lodgings, 
and to defray m y funerali and I further re- 
queil that it be printed in the plain and 
undiiguifed manner in which I  have w rit
ten it, and without alteration or em belliih- 
ment. I  hope the whole is written iq  the 
true, fincere fpirit o f  a perfon awakenbd by 
a  miracle o f  m ercy, unto a deep fénfe o f  
his folly, guilt, and danger, and is delirous, 
above all things, to  give G od the whole 
glory o f  fo gracious a change, and to fliew 
the various fteps by which his Divine Provi- 
dencebroughtit about. T h e  whole o f  the ac- 

,^ount contains fourteen pages o f Preface, and
B  4 al?out
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about ninety-three.moré o f  the iàid’rèlatión, 
written in m y oVv̂ n hand with,a proper title,, 
and w ill be found in the deep-dir̂ aw.qr on the 
fight hand o f my white ^abintìt. ' H o w 
ever, i f  the obfcurity I have lived' in, dur
ing fuch a feries years, ihould make 
it rieedlefs ;tp revive a-th in g in ali likeli
hood ,fo long fince.forgo,t, I cannot but wifljjr 
that fo m uch o f it was publiihed in; fome 
w eekly paper, âs m ight inforiji ,the wt5rld, 
efpecially thdfe w ho have ft|ill by them the, 
above-mentioned fabulous account o f  the 
ifland o f  Formofa, _&c. that I have long 
fince owned both-in .converfatipn and .i^ 
print, that i f  was no other' than a mere 
forgery, o f  th y 'o w n  devifing, affcindalous 
impofifion on the puclici and fuch, .as I 
think' m yfelf bound to beg/Qqd and the 
w orld -pardon for writing, and have been 
long fince, as I api ..to this day, n̂.d ihall 
be Qs; long as life , heartily fprry for,: ;and( 
aihamed of. , , : ,
T h e fe  ;I >do hereby,foI|e,mnly decIarfT,̂ n’d 
tcfiify to be tpy l;afi;'\yUl and.Teilàtheptj t' 
and ip^wjtiiefa thetepf haVP ihéreto fet m y 
name,- on the 23d day. p f  A-priJ,’ io

year

   
  



( 9 ) '

year o f  our Lord 1^52, O. S. and in thè 
73d'year pf my age,

' G , Pfalmanazar.

T h e  laft W ill and Teiìam eht o f  Q . Pfal
manazar, o f  Irohrnonger-Row, in thè P a
ri ih o f  St. Luke, MiddÌefex, whenever it 
ihall pleafe God to talee him  but o f  this 
World unto himfelf,

January i ,  1762, being' thè day o f  thè 
Circumeifion o f  olir divine Lord, then, 
blelTed he God, quite found in my mind, 
though weak in m y body, I do ratify and 
ponfirm thè above particular$ o f  m y laft 
^ i l l  made,

   
  



   
  



P  R  B  E

A s the deijgn o f  m y leaying the follow r 
^ng Memoirs, is at once to . undeceive the 
¡world .with reiped: to that vile and ro-* 
mantic account I formerly gave o f  myfelf^ 
and o f the iiland o f  Formofa, and to make 
all the amends in my poiyer for that iliam e- 
ful impoiition on the public, by leaving 
behind me this faithful narrative o f  rayr 
felf, and o f  the remarkable accidents o f  
pay vvretched life that led me to it, as well 
as o f  thofe that deterred me froni perltfting 
in it 5 it'w ill not be improper here to pre- 
mife fome o f  the ch ief motives that deter
mined me to write the. following iheets, to 
be printed after m y cleath.
T h e  religious educatbn 1 had happily re
ceived (faring nay tender years, had made 
lb ftrong ani impreffion upon m y mind, 
jhat, though it did riot prove fufficient to 
preferve me from being unwarily and gra
dually hurried, by m y 'Own ftrong paifionv 

’ ’ intq
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into tnat icandalous pi^ e o f  forgery j yet 
it never failed o f making me condemn 
m yfelf, in m y niore ferions hours, for every 
ftep I  took tovvards it j but more particu
larly for the laft and m oft vile fcene o f  all, 
m y pretended conyerlion from Heathenifm 
to Chriftiànity, and the abominable hieansl 
was forced to ufe in order to make it gain 
credit in the world j fo that I laboured ever 
after under frequent and, bitter remori|;S; 
and flings o f  confcience, at the refledlion 
o f  the great load o f guilt into .which I had 
fuffered m y youthful and unthinking vanity 
to hurry, me.
A n d  fo m uch the more deep was m y 
fenfe o f  it, as I  found my unhappy condi
tion become fo very difficult, and in fome 
meafure defperate, feeing ■ nothing could 
effedually extricate me frorti it but a  pub
lic  acknowledgment .o f one o f  the v ile il' 
and m oft-odious impoftures that youth 
and raihnefç could be guilty of, which  ̂
could not ppffibly. have made, without ex- 
poflng p iyfelf to fliame and danger, .and 
m y fric litis to thc.deepcft mortification and 
difnleaiurc, and turning their-’ undeferved

çarç

   
  



' ( j 3 y
café and concern/for me into the jüíleí& 
abhorrence and deteftation o f me.
Under thefe pungent refledtions, w hicn 
were, however, -but too often fmothered- 
by - various, carnal eonfiderations, and _ the; 
vioierit hurry o f. my paffionSj I was not 
without fome hopes that the fame divine 
goodnefs, which had not - fúíFered me to; 
harden into ah utter infenfibility o f  m y 
gn'ilt, might, in his own good tirhe, enable 
me to-furmount all the dreadful difficulties' 
which my carnal- mind laid- in my w ay, 

and finiih that good w ork which- my- re- 
morfe gave me caiife to hope was begun- 
by his undeferved grace in me. I was not, 
howeveri without fome apprehenfions from' 
áfcnfe o fm y  extreme guilt, left tháti w h ich  
I cheriilied under the notion o f  hope, íljould 
prove only a vain an,d ill-grounded pre- 
fumption, at leaft I began to fear I had 
reafon to think it fo, whilft I continued 
inailive, and depended m erely on a few. 
faint wifliés and prayers, inftead o f  mak-* 

5̂ ing fome ftrong refoliitions. and efforts;
which might affure me o f  the divine grace 

" .co-operating with them.
I n .
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In this flu(3:iiatlng an3\ wretched hhcer- 
.^ ta in ty  I  continued feme years, not knowing 

w^ich way to begm’ or go about the ar
duous and dreaded taik, when a grievous 
and lingering fit o f  illnjefs did, in fome 
meafure, hurry m e to it, and made me 
determine immediately to fet pen to paper, 
and em ploy all the time m y diftemper 
would allow, me, to undo as ,much as was 

' in m y power all the m ifehief I had d o q e i. 
by leaving behind me a faithful account o f  
every thing I  could recoiled, and that bad. 
been inftrumental to fo fatal and long a train 
o f  mifearriages, in order to fet the whole, 
impofture in fo true a light, that no part- 
o f  the ihame m ay fall oh the guiltlefs, but 
oh the guilty j and that is chiefly on m y- 
felf.^
I  fet about it accordingly, and i f  I  did 
not begin fo necefl!ary and laudable a work, 
till driven as it were to it by pain and fick- 
nefs, by the fear o f  death, and o f the,divine 
difpleafure, I hope it will be fo - far from 
kifeniag the credit o f  the following narra-  ̂
tlve, that it w ill rather add weight to it, 
feeing no time or circumftances can be ,

more

   
  



f  Í5 )
more apt to iñfpiré^4nan with the deepeft 
ierioufnefs and fiiicerity, than thofe I  was 
in, when I  wrote the mofl: confiderable a n d ^  
mortifying part o f it*
I  (hall therefore only add, that m y di- 
ftemper was a lingering every-other-day 
ague, which lafted me about fix weeks, 
and that, being then in a fweet place of rc- 
tirenient in the country, at a very good 
friend’s houfe, and taken fufiicient care o f  
in all other reipedts, I  had all the time and 
opportunity I  could w iih for, joined with 
the propereft difpofition o f  mind for. fuch 
a talk, fo that through G od’s blefling I  was 
enabled to bring down the lhameful ac
count o f  my former unfortunate life through 
the moft fhocking and impious fcenes o f  it, 
to my-arrival into Enjgland without any in
terruption, and I. hope in God wi.th*that 
finterity and ferioufnefs as fuch a  relátion 
could ’ requirCi and m y bad ftate o f  health 
could infpire m e with, ftill taking care be
fore all things to implore the divine aíTiftance 

^ o f  the great fearcher o f all hearts every.tinae 
I  fat down to write, that he would dircdt 
me to -go through the arduous talk with

fuch
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íuch a (3ue regard to tWh, T̂ hateVer fliame 
refledieá Oil me, as miglH in ali refpedts re- 

^'^ound'io-feis gloryj '̂án  ̂ entitle, híe tô his 
pardoî  and mercy j andí to> hini Jcgivér' all 

, thj p'raife,’ for having'enabled me’ jiót dñly 
fo go'- oó ; Ib far with the- wifhed. for work 
during-' m-y retreat there, but -to' refume it 
fined ar proper'times,.¡till r  had brought it 
tb'the defi-red concltífíonv .
F or being, foori' after my recovery^  ̂obliged 

• lb ’ retnni-'toLondon, and elíg^ ed  id  a work> 
which! necefiarily took up'toó much o f  my> 
tim e and thoughts, to permit me to go on 

■ w ith this'i in the fame regular m anner! had 
done, in the' cotintry’ ’ (though ftilt tefólved 
byGod^s áffiftance to g o ' through w ith it)j 
!  determined tp' fet apart' a ñ ’hoür f a t leafir 
ever^ Wednefdajf- and Friday to revife w hat 

, 1  h ad  wrote, and-to continue the narrative 
ás m y memory fervedj* not doubting but the 
folemnity o f  the-fail, joined to the prayers 

. and othéf. meditations I had appropriated 
• f e  thefe: two days, in the method of de- 
vbtidri Iw a s  through G od s bleifing entered^ 
into, -would- prov'é' effisílüal means to ob
tain tKaC Tpirif of' fmeerity and ferioufnefs

which

   
  



which I earneilly wiilied m ight go through 
the remainder, as ^ was confcious it had 
done in the former part,, w hilft I  laboured 
under niiy illnefs,.
I went on accordingly for fome time with 
it, till the other bufinefs I  had in hand, and 
fome other avocations, as well as fometimes 
an indifpofition o f  the mind, unhinged me 
from m y method oftener than I. w'iihed j 
for at fuch times I  found m yfelf fo unfit to 
purfue it, that I plainly faw it was better 
to difcontinue it till I  could recover riiy for
mer frame. T h is occafioned fotnetimes an 
intermiflion o f two or more weeks as to 
the writing part, though''the- matter was 

• ilill fo preffing bn m y mind; that it only 
gave me an opportunity, either o f recol- 
lefting fome things I had -bmitted, or o f 
gathering ifieih materials for the fequel. • 
But as m y .aim was only to give an ac  ̂
count o f what either chiefly hurried'mé òri 
through fuch a long train o f  the mqft un
accountable follies and vanities, o f  o f  what 
brought me to a fenfe and abhorrence o f  
ihem , I, have omitted a great number o f 

/  the former, as rather apt to difguft that! 
‘̂ 'entertain or inform a fober reader, and

' C  ' con-
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confined inyfélf tp tlie latter, as the nsore 
likely to prove inftru^ive and .ufeful to 

And I ihall not be very folicitous 
what judgm ent thofe will pafs on this nar
rative, who are ftrangers to religion and the 
various ways o f the Divine Providence in 
reclaiming finners, firft by driving, and then 
drawing them to bim ielf, provided I can 
acquit m yfelf to my own confcience that I 
have taken all poffible care to write it with 
that fincerity and faithfülnéfs that I  would 
w iih  it tO 'be dobe at m y laft moments,, 
and w ith no other view than that, o f  m ak
ing fuch £i fq ll and ample acknowledgment' 
o f  m y great;, folly and' guilt, as m y con
fcience told nie I  ought to do for having 
fo long and fo ihamefully impofed upon the 
world, as well as o f  G o d ’s Angular good- 
hcfe which infpired me with the defign, and 
hath enabled me to ; go through it in the 
inanner I  have done..
T h e  reafops o f  m y not chufing to have, 
it publiffied during m y  life , befides thofe 
already hinted, w ill be feen in the fequel, 
and I hope w ill be thought folid ahd fatis^ 
facto ry ,, efpecially as it hath given m e . an 
Opportunity o f  continuing the latter (anA >
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as I  hope in G od) the tnuch better part o f  
m y life,' and. o f  adding to it feveral ufeful 
particulars, which the reader will find 
there 5 iuch as m y eaiy and expeditious 
method o f  iludying, and attaining to a 
fuller knowledge o f  the Hebrew tongue; 
fundry curious and inftrudtive obfervations 
relating to fome o f  the works I have been 
engaged in, in the learned way, particularly 
in that long and laborious one o f  the U n i- 
verfal Hiftory, o f  the defign, beginning, 
and purfuit, together with the difficulties, 
mifcarriages,- faults, and other matters re-r 
lating to both , editions o f itj and ! have 
been, the better able to give fuch an account 
of,the wholeajs may be o f ufe to the public, 
efpecially to the purchafers,. as I  have been 
concerned in it from  the beginning.
T h e  reader will likewife find the laéter 
part o f  tliis narrative interfperfed wdth many 
other particular accidents which have hap
pily contributed not only to keep me Heady 
in m y refolutions and change o f  life, but 

, which have likewife infenfibly led me into.
ii»iriore regular way o f thinking and atìing;. 

, and, as true repentance begins in the change 
the heart, and ends at the reformation.

C  2 o f
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o f  the finner’slife , I  may humbly hope that 
I , have not been negligent in finding out 

^nd_ ufing the moft effeflual helps and 
means, nor failed ,of the divine bleffing on 
them, which are promifed to all fincere pe^ 
nitents. Though the fear I  vyas in, left too 
particular an account o f  them^ihould be 
deemed, by the cenforious, as oftentatious 
and pharifaical, hath obliged me to con
ceal a great number o f  them, which might 
perhaps have otherwife proved very en
couraging to people in my condition} not 
doubting but to thofe w ho are fincere in 
their repentance and refolutions, the fame 
Divine Providence will fuppeditate all the 
neceflkry helps and diredlions as their cafe 
requires, even as it hath gracioufly done to 
m e.
AU I  would add by way o f  encourage
ment to perfoqs in m y unhappy circum-r 
ftances (and worfe or more dangerous no _ 
man could hardly be in than I  was) is not 
to let the greatnefs o f  their guilt, or the 
difficulties o f the duties o f  repentance, de
ter« blit father invite him to the throne o f  
mercy, through the merits o f  our Divine  ̂
Redeemer j for how  dark and gloomy fo- «

evej
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ever the profped o f fo extraordinary a 
change may appear at firft, as every thing 
doth to thofe that are fled from the broad- 
fun-ihine into fome dark place j yet thofe 
thick and difeouraging mifts w ill gradually > 
difappear, and every objeft that at firft raifed’̂ ’ 
our fears y^ill grow  more hopeful and com 
fortable, when w e call to mind that there 
is mercy fufficient in G od, merits enough 
in Chrift, power more than fufficient in 
thé Divine Spirit, room enough in heaven, 
fcope enough in the evangelical promiies, 
and the mofl: endearing invitation's |in the 
G ofpel,to  bring the greateft Tinners to G od 
o f  infinite mercy and compaffion -, fo that 
there can be thenceforth no condemnation 
to them that, with faith and repentance, ap
ply to him for pardon and grace through 
the merits o f  his ever-bleflêd Son, and « fe  
all proper means and helps, to render him - 
felf a fit o b jea  o f  it.
W e  muft not however fuppofe that the 
bleffed effeds o f  fuch,a repentance w ill be 
fo foon felt by us, as w e could w iih , or that 
the duties o f  felf-denial, felf-abhorrence,

-  failing, folitude, meditation* felf-exam i- 
'  nation, & c , w ill become eafy and delight-

C  Î  ■ fu l •
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kx\ as foon as we are entered inito g. rell-* 
gious regim en; w e häuft, on the contrary,' . 
•expcdl them to appear difficult and gloomy 
at the beginning, in order to excite ouf 
faith and reliance on the Divine afliftance, 
which draws us not with an irrefiftible force; 
but with the cords o f  men, and the bands 
o f  love (H of. xi. 4.) W e  muft likewife 
expert to meet with frequent fo ils ' and 
backflidings in order to make us more dili
gent and watchful,* more fenfible o f  our own 
weaknefs, and more intent on that help  ̂
w hich comes from above. By this means, 
w e fliajl likewife be happily preferved from 
that pride and prefumption, which is but too 
apt to infinuate k fe lf into the minds o f  new 
converts j for experience plainly ibews, that 
thofe tw o dangerous vices will be apt to 
fpnng, not only out o f  our fins and paflions, 
but likevvife out o f  oUr very virtues and 
graces, i f  not duly kept down, by the fenfe 
or experience o f  our own infirmities and 
impotence.
It was an excellen t' caution o f  a pious 
clergym an; Don* t̂ prefumej you are not
** yet come to a ftate o f  Chriftian perfec- ^ 

tion ; don’t dcfpairj you are in the
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V to it.”  So' that whatever difficulties or 
difcQuragements w e may meet with in bur 
jprogrefs, how ihort foever w e may come 
o f  our duty, or whatever frailties, or even 
vices w e may ih ll be prone to, w hich m ay 
cither divert or retard our fpeed, w e may. 
ftill comfort ourfelves w ith the hopes, that 
w e are in a w ay o f  grow ing better, and 
that the ufe o f  thofe means hath not only 
prcferved us in a great meafure from grow-) 
ing a great deal worfe, but enabled us to 
rife after every fall, i f  it hath not fometim^s 
made even thofe falls rebound fo a greater 
heighthof grace, by teaching us, from every 
fuch ftep, to. tread more fure for the fu
ture ; and w hat a comfortable profpedt 
muft this yield to a man .that hath, made 
any progrefs .in this happy way, to fee G od’s 
ftrcngth magnified in . his own wealyiefs, 
cfpecially when he adds thereto this blifs-» 
ful confideration,,. that the fame all-merito-. 
rious blood which was ihed to expiate all 
his wilful, i f  truly repented, tranfgreffions, 
will much more effeduahy atone fot all his 

■ involuntary defedts.
T h u s much I thought incunibent on m e 
to fay on this ,head> bccaufe whatever our 

C  4 ' ■ ' free-
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freethinkers niay boaft o f  the ibfiicienit 
power o f  reafon to reclaim a man from A 
long vicious courfe, from' the prevalency o f  
evil habits and conftitutional vices, what
ever powerful influence they may afcribe 
to the notion o f  eternal reftitude, & c . to 
reduce a man that hath deflfe€led fo w ide 
and far from it, without any o f thofe fu- 
pernatural helps above-mentioned j yet I 
am well aflured, that the former, without 
the latter,- would- have proved (to me at 
leail:, i f  not to any man in m y condition) 
rather a determent than an effe<ftual means; 
for vvhat hopes or likelihood could there 
be that a wretch, w ho had> by his impe
tuous paifion, been hurried into the com - 
mifllon o f fuch. a feries o f  impieties againd 
his own reafon and confcience, ihould ever, 
be able to extricate.him felf from fuch a fla- 
viih date by his own bafe natural power ? 
W h a t .efficacious help could he cxp eil 
from his own'reafoning faculties, which, 
however cried up by others,, he had found, 
b y  fad experience,' fo weak and Impotent, 
that the m od they could, do for him , was- 
to”  make him condemn himfelf, without 
being able to redlify or reiid. the.violent

impulfes
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im'pulfes o f  his'predominant vice ? H ad, 
indeed, his knowledge o f  mankind fur- 
n iih ed. him w ith any remarkable inllance 
o f  the prevalency o f reafon.above a favourite 
vice, it might have given him fome encou
ragement i but when he iees, on the con
trary, that thefe ilrenuous defpifers o f  all 
fupernatural helps, equally enflaved to fome 
favourite paffion, and only differing from  
him perhaps in degree j the m oil he could 
cxpedl his reafbn to do for him , would be 
to keep his own under fome reilraint and 
decorum, till time and indulgence had quite 
exhaufted theni.
But what poor encouragement is this to 
one in m y dangerous cafe ? how  inconfider- 
able the change or remorfe ? what poor fa- 
tisfadlion to the world for fo vile an im po- 
iition, and what likelihood that it wi)uld 
procure a pardon from an offended G od, 
or calm the flings o f a wounded cbnfcience? 
And hoW much happier was it for-me that 
I  was diredled to. look up fo r  and depend 
on a fuperior affiftarice, and inflead o f  truft- 
ing to fuch a broken reed o f  m y reafon and 
ftrength, to apply m yfe lf to that Supreme Being) whofe grace alone could work fuch 

. ' an
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an extraordinary change in' the heart, give 
an efFcdual bleffing on ray weak efforts* 
and keep m e ileady in thofe refolutions 
w hich  he had infpired. me with, as w ell as 
in the ufe o f  thofe means- hs hath provided 
and prefcribed to us I 
I  gladly .repeat it, that nothing lefs than 
the hopes o f his promifed grace could hâve 
induced me to endeavour after it, and no
thing but a full reliance on the merits o f  a 
Divine Interceflbr could have invited m e to 
cry to him for pardon and acceptance aiid, 
on the other hand, nothing but thp obtain^ 
ing it cpuld have fupportcd me under m y 
doubts and fears, m y difficulties and dif- 
couragementS;, nor enabled me to perfevere 
in, and nothing lefs than the continuance 
and increafe o f it could have brought a w ork 
o f  fqch extraordinary and undeferved m ercy 
to perfedlion.
I  cannot therefore but think it the greateft 
injury that can be done, to perfons who have 
unhappily fwerved from the paths o f vir
tue and religion, to make them depend 
folely on theilrength ' o f  their rational 
faculties for an effedlual change, and to in-, 
fpire them  with a difregard for the more

power-
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powerful ’ means and motives which the 
Gofpel offers to them, and w hich, upon 
experience, will be found the only ones th.at 
can bring it about. A nd may what I  have 
here faid infpire every awakened iinner, 
(w ho hath tried in vain the fuccefs o f  the 
former) with the more comfortable, hppe 
and iledfaft confidence, in the never-failing 
efficacy o f  the latter.
Having faid thus m uch on the fubjedt o f 
the divine grace offered to us in the Gofpel; 
it w ill doubtlefs be expefted that I  Ihould 
give fome farther account o f  m y private be

lief fo far as relates to the controveffy be
tween the church o f  Rom e, In which I  was 
educated, and that o f  England, in the com
munion o f  which I have lived, ever finpe 
m y coming into England. And here I  
miift confefs, to my very great ihame^ that 
though I did for feveral years profefs m yfelf 
a zealous member o f the latter, yet the pre
judices o f m y education, and the general 
courfe o f m y ftudies, did ftill ilrongly in
cline me in favour b f  the former-i infomuch 
that neither the many books o f  controverfy 
1 had read on that fubjed, ñor m y frequent 
difputes vvith pricfts and others o f  that com -

limnion
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mlinion (in which, however, I  had ilillva-J? 
nity enough to" give the preference to m y 
arguments againft it) could fix m y waver
ing, mind, much lefs could I be induced to 
think it fo corrupt and dangerous, antichrif- 
tian and idolatrous as it v/as with fo m uch 
warmth maintained to be by m oil prote-. 
fiant writers and preachers; infomuch that 
this uncharitable .zeal, o f  theirs made me 
ilill more doubtful whether the reafons they 
urged were fufficient to juftify their repara
tion from it.
I  was indeed fiheerely perfuaded, from all 
that I  had read or heard, that the church o(  
England was by far the bed and fafeft o f  

. all the proteilant churches; but that it was 
really more fo than that o f Rom e, I was far 
enough from beiog fatisfied in my m ind; 
fo that there waS almoft as little fincerity in 
m y pretended zeal for and conilant com - 

, miiniori with it, than in m y pretended epn- 
verfion to i t : the truth o f  it is, that I was 
too young and heedlefs, vain and conceited, 
to lie open to cpnvidlion, and that I read 
and heard the arguments On both fides, 
rather to fill m y head than to red ify  m y 
heart, or fix m y belief; fo that I  m uil con-

feis
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fefs that I  adted at that time a very iliame-. 
ful and- infincere part, in the preference X 
fo ftrenuoufly gave to the. one above the 
other, which, though ever fo juftly dé- 
ferved, did not appear then in that light 
to me.
In this careleis, though impious and abo
minable, fufpence I continued fome years 
(which, upon the whole, was but o f  a 
piece with the other and more flagrant 
part o f  my impofture) till I  cam e to read 
a treatife, intituled, t h e  c a s e  s t a t e d  

BETWEEN A NOBLEMAN OF THE CHURCH 

OF ROME, AND A GENTLEMAN OF THE 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND, in which I thought 
I found the controveriy fully and clearly 
decided in favour o f  the latter. And I 
gave the heed to the arguments on both 
fides, not only as they appeared to ipe to 
be dated with the greatert: clearnefs and 
impartiality, but as I  had been, long ac
quainted with M r. Charles Leiley, the re
puted author o f  that book, w ho was uni- 
verfally allo wed to be one o f  the learnedeft 
men in that cpntroyerfy, and had moreover 
given the flrongeft proofs o f his probity 
^nd fihcerity, as well as o f his capacity and

unbiaiTed
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unblailed judgment j  o f  all w hich I  was ia  
fully apprifed, that no book that; I  had 
read did ever contribute fo m uch, i f  not 

, to fix m y wavering mind, yet at leaft to 
m ake me think more feriouily on the fub- 
jedt, and to give m yfelf up to a freih and 

, more clofe application to that controverfy, 
and the reading o f  all the beil authors w ho 
had, or ihould afterwards write on either 
fide j for I  doubte'd not but w e ihould foon 
hear o f  one or more anfwers from fome o f  
the beft pens from that, fide, againil it. 
H ow ever, though I never could learn o f  
any that vv^s made to it, it did not divert 
m e from m y purpofe. A nd indeed I found 
m yfelf fo ftrongly prepofleiTed in favour o f  
thp author, that I had reafon to fear left the 
impreffion which his book hjad made upon 
m y miind, ihould be owing to that, rather 
than to the validity o f  his arguments, until 
I  had read over afreili all that had been 
urged in favour o f  the oppofite, fide. • But 
here again, though fw e n t  oyer them with 
the greateft attention and fincerity, I  found 
the difpute fo ilrangely managed, and clog-  ̂
ged with fuch elaborate learning and fo- 
phiilry, fuch controverted quotations from

thQ
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the Scriptures and ancient fathers, fuch un- 
chriftian charges o f  forgery, and perverting 
the ferife .o f thdfe authors, and other un
charitable language, as rather bewildered, 
than convinced, my mind j fo that the only- 
fruit I reaped from all my reading (befides 
a ilrong prejudice againft thoie o f  th e R o -  
roiih iide, whorti JqbferVed to-deal moft in  
that, unfair way o f  difputing) wias, that there 
could bd no fafety in trufting to m y own 
judgment in a matter o f  fuch vaft concern ; 
and that it was next to impoifi.ble for men, 
frail as we are, and warped by our ow n  
paffions and prejudices, to wade through 
fuch.ftorm y feas o f  controverfy,, tivithout an 
extraordinary affiftance from  the fountain 
o f  all light and truth. I  have accordingly 
made it m y conftant care ever lince, that 
is, for above thefe twenty-five years, fo ap
ply m yfelf fervently, and to depend wholly 
upon that divine guide for a deliverance 
froth all errors o f  faith and pradicei and 
for fuch an incrcafe o f  his light and grace 
as may confirm me in the belief o f  all his 
faving truths,obedience,toaIl his commands, 
Sincere communion with his holy catholic 
church, and a tender and charitable Concern

for
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for all thofe wlio have fwerved from it. T o  
thefe petitions (w hich I conftantly oiFered 
up to God, not only morning and night for 
a long feries o f years, but in a more'copious 
and fuller form , fuitable to my own exi
gence, on more folemn, that is, on f a i l , 
and feftival days) I  hope is owing, that in
ward fatisfadlion which I have fince been 
blefled with, in niy more fteadyand lincere 
communion with thechurch o f England,and 
in the preference I  now give it to all other 
churches; and, as 1 hope in G od, without 
the lead breach o f  charity to a:ny o f the 
red. And indeed by all that I have read, 
or been able to judge, I  have been more 
and more convinced that theirs and ours are 
all in an impcrfedl date, though Ibme more 
than others, and that they are' like to con
tinue«, fo till the riiing again o f  the, fun o f 
righteoufnels upon us, whofe b'rightnefs will 
then enlighten at once both hetnifpheres, 
and who will then not only, reform what
ever is amifs in his m ydical body, but bring 
the Jews, Turks, and Heathen into itj till 
then w e can only in charity bewail what
ever errors w e fee in them, either in*faith 
9r prailice, and pray to God to reform them

in
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in his t)Wn good time, and td be merciful 
to thofe whofe hearts are fincere towards 
him, whatever involuntary miilakes they 
may labour under;
Infallibility in the church were a bleffing as 
much to be wiihed for in this uncertain, 
ilate, as it is falfely challenged by the church 
o f Rorhe j but iince reafon and experi
ence ihew  it to be denied to us, and many 
fincere members o f  that church do pri
vately bewail the errors that are crept into 
it, though loath to own them a fufficient 
Caufe for our reparation from it, it highly 
becomes us all to make the beft ufe o f  that 
guide which God hath given., lis, viz. his 
divine revealed W ill and W ord , without 
breaking the bond o f  Charity with thoie 
who interpret, it . in a different way from 
us : for though, in that refpe<ff, we ri ây 
juftly enough acknowledge in the words of' 
our church’s.confeifion, that "  we have”  all, 
more or lefs, “  erred and ilrayed like loft 
*' iheep,”  and tKat perhaps chiefly through 
Bur V following too much the devices and 

defires o f our h e a r t s y e t  as God is the 
Only .judge how  far every man is faulty 
in that refpedt, ihould we not be very 

D  careful
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careful to pafs fuch a favourable judgm ent 
on themj as may entitle us to the fame in
dulgence from the judge o f  all hearts?. 
Should it not at leaft (feeing we are all 
alike fallible, and (land in need o f the fame 
charitable allowance) make us exceeding 
fearful how  w e do, by our anathemas and 
other unchriftian denunciations againfl; thofe 
that differ from  us, expofe ouffelves to the 
fame fevere fentence, and m eet,w ith  the 
fam e meafure at the laft day, as w e have 
ib freely dealt unto them ? T h is unchari
table condemning fpirit, which hath fo lo n g  
reigned among C.hriftians o f  all denomina
tions, I have long iince looked upon as the 
m oil dangerous error a man can fall into, 
as it is indeed the mort open violation o f  
the grand charadleriftic o f  the Gofpel.
I  have been ready to ihudder vvhen I  have 
heard fom e o f our preachers inveigh, in 
that uncharitable way, againfl their Fellow - 
chriftians, pr even againfl our modern Free
thinkers and Deifls. Some o f  them I have 
heard and read, w ho could not fpeak or 
write o f  them without ridicule and derifion, 
-inftead o f  that pity and concern which is 
due to perfons in that dangerous flate j a n d ,,

for
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■ for that reifoni have always thought them 
the mofl: unfit to teach others, w ho had all 
the true fpirit o f  Chriftianity to feek, and . 
can allow themfelves to exult and droll 
over the errors and frailties o f their fellow - 
creaturesi which even common humanity 
forbids us to think o f or mention without 
the Utmoft ferioufnefs and compaffion.
T h is  uncharitable and untimely zeal, even 
in-coi)troverfies o f  the h igheil nature, doth 
Hill more m ifchief in another way, by m ag
nifying and aggravating the differences be- 
tweem the contending fides, which ferves 
only to render them the more irreconcile- 
ab le} whereas a true chriftian fpirit w ill, 
from a fenfe o f  its own infirmity, rather 
chufe to excufe and palliate them, and w ill 
be extremely careful to foften and fmooth 
every thing that is offered in the oppofitidn, 
in.order to render it lefs irkfome and inef- 
feduaL
H ad our divine Lawgiver defigned that w e 
ihould have all agreed, in the main points 
o f  religion, or had he fceri any thing fo 
finful and dangerous in our difagreement 
about it, his infinite wifdom and goodnefs 

would, doubtlefs, either have given us 
P  2 greater
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greater helps and brighter faculties, or would 
have taken care to have his revelation made 
fo plain and obvious, that none but the wil-» 
fui and perveTfe could have erred from it* 
In either o f  which cafes, where would there 
havè been any room for that charitable and 
forbearing fpirit which is the peculiar cha- 
radteriftic o fC h r jil ’s true difciples, and is fo 

, acceptable to him?- not towards thofe that 
agreed with us from  the fame Tftotives"we 
agreed with them ; nor yet m uch lefs to
wards thofe that differ from us, when it 
w ould have plainly appeared, that not their 
infirmity or ignorance, but their pride and 
pervefenefs made them do fo. M ay w e 
not therefore fafely conclude, that God fuf- 
fers us to continue In this imperfedl and 
uncertain fiate, and Unavoidable diverfity o f  
opinions, in order to give us an opportunity 
o f  exercifing ai virtue, which is o f  all others 
the m ofi exalted and moft acceptable to 
him , as being the nearefi to its divine ori-̂  

^̂ inal.
G od, w ho is emphatically filled love,- and 
hath been beyond all poflible eonceptiori 
diffufive o f  it to us, hath, at the fame time^ 
afilired us, that the befi returns we can makc^
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to him for it, or he expefts from us, is to 
make our own as exteniive as we can to all 
that bear his divine image: herein there
fore is this moft excellent virtue, this cha
ritable fpirit difplayed in a manner, m oil 
nearly refembling his own, when (inilead 
o f treating thofe that di^er from us w ith 
contempt,’ fournefs, or impatience, which 
is bafe and felfiih, or with ill language, 
opprobrious names, unjdfl: refledlipns,curfes, 
and anathemas, which is truly diabolical) 
w e think and look upon them with the 
fame candor, benevolence, and compaf- 
iionate concern, as vye iliould wiili to be 
ihewn to us were their cafe our ow nj 
w hen we make the m oil charitable allow
ances for their infirmities and rriiilakes, 
and are ready to afcribe their errors tq the 
weaknefs o f  their underilanding, wrjng^ 
education, or any thing rather than to the 
perverfenefs o f  their w illj when, by our 
behaviour, our prayers, and good wiilies, 
w e ilriye to convince them that all our en
deavours to reclaim them from thejr êVrors, 
do really fpring from our tender fenfe of, 
their danger, and from fuch a fincere and 
difinter^iled concern for their Ifpiritud W^l- 

D  3 fare,
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fare, as no oppofition or obillnacy on theijr 
part ihall be able to lelTen in the leaft, be- 
caufe that being, a duty enjoined by G od, 
w e cannot in any cafe diipenfe with it, 
without danger o f  incurring his difpleafurej 
and laftly, when w e can, in fpight o f  all 
their obftinacy or untoyirardnefs, make then^ 
feniible, by our words and deportment, that 
w e  wiih their happihefs as heartily as everj 
and that, after having tried our beft efforts 
in vain, we heartily recommend them ilill 
to that merciful G od, whofe equity and 
goodnefs vvill acquit and approve every.man 
w h o  confcientioufly feeks for, aqd endea
vours after the beft light, and is ready to 
obey it as far as he is able to obferve it. 
C ould we once make this the aim arid re- 
fult o f  all our religious differences and dif- 
putes, they would, inftead o f  a bane, prove 
a ftfong cement andfupporttoChriftianityj 
w e  m ight then differ one from another 
without breach o f  charity, as friends love 
one another, though o f different tempers, 
coiiiplexions, & c . O ur unbelievers would 
be^fo far from taking an advantage froni 
them  to cry it down, that they m uft be 
forced to admire and efteem.it for the b le f- ‘

fe4
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fed efFe£ls it produced in mens hearts and ‘ 
lives, how wide foever their judgments 
differed in other cafes j whereas, whilft w e 
make, them the fad occafion o f  fadlion and 
ftrife, o f feliiilinefs and malignity, or o f 
unreafonable impofitions on the faith and 
practice, o f  ilander, hatred, perfecutioni & c . 
it can hardly be expected that our fceptics 
and infidels will be candid or ingenuous 
enough to perceive^ or at le'aft to ow n, that 
all this unchriftian behaviour is diametri
cally oppofite to the Gofpel.
It is indeed much to be wifhed, that fom e 
o f  the ancient fathers had not mingled fo 
m uch o f this antichriftian fpirit with their 
otherwife pious and learned writings, and 
had not done, as the great St. Jerome owns 
him felf, in his epiftle to Pammachiusi to 
have done againft Jovinian, that he had lefs 
tegardedi what was exadlly to have Tseen 
urged againft him, than what might be'laid 
as a charge againft him. H ow  m uch o f  our 
now reigning fcepticifm and infidelity may 
have been owing to fiiph an unchriftian fpir 
rit, propagated and improved as it  hath, 
been in fubfequent ages, and how  much 
fuch uncharitable writers and preachers o f

D  4 con-
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controverfy w ill have to anfwer for It at the 
la il day, I will not prefunae to determine; 
but thus much I may venture to infer from 
it, that thofe Boanerges did chufe the m oil 
unlikely means o f  recommending Chriili- 
ariity to the unbelieving part of the world, 
( i f  fuch was their real dciign) when they 
jftrove to propagate it in a way fo diametri- 
,cally oppofite to the m eek and benevolent 
fpirit o f  its divine author. j
T h is  fingle confideration, joined to the fenfe 
had o f  the weaknefs o f  our, underftanding 
and incapacity o f judging in matters o f fo 
Jiigh a nature, hath long ago made rne very 
(Careful o f  condemning or cenfuring any 
phurch or fed: for holding any tenets which 
m y confcience could not readily join in. 
;W e may indeed expofe ourfelves to a fe- 
yerer judgment, by pai|jng too raili or un
charitable a one on others, but can never 
run the fame riik by the' m oil candid and 
favourable allowance we can make for them. 
A nd, after all, what have we to do to 
judge thofe that differ frorp us, iince both 
they and we, m iiil iland accountable' to 
him only, who is the unerring judge o f all 
hearts? - • '

I  can-
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I cannot forbear acfding, that the almoft 
unfurmountable difficulties I  have found to 
com e to the bottom c)f the greatelr part o f  
ourdifputed points, and the little certainty 
or fatisfadlion I have reaped from reading 
o f  moil: controverfies, clogged and diiguifed 
as they are with fophiftry and endleis fub- 
tilities, and managed w ith fo little appear
ance o f  impartiality and charity, have made 
m e fuch a Pyrrhonian in polemic divinity, 
that I have n o t. dared to allow m yfelf the 
liberty o f cenfuring thofe who held what 
I  thought an error in faith or pradlice, or 
even to pronounce it to be fuch, though I 
have been wanting in neither zeal nor cou
rage to oppofe any fuch on all proper occa- 
lions, and to give the beil reafon I  could 
for m y diffenting from th em ; and I  tnuch 
queftion whether, in the imperfedt aneVun- 
certain ftate w e are in, reafon or religion 
w ill permit us, much lefs require o f  us, to 
proceed farther; and whether a more po- 
litive or categorical declaration doth not ar
gue fomething worfe than prepoiTeffibn and 
iiarrownefs o f mind, and will not be liable 
to be condemned as an unchriftian warp o f  
the will.'
..............  T h e
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T h e  tranfubílantiation o f  the church o f 
R om e, is a doíítrine that appears the m oil 
jfhockine to fenfe and reafon. T h at o f abfo-? 
iute predeftination among the greater part o f  
the reformed churches, appears not only 
the m oil oppofite to the divine attributes o f 
love, goodnefs, juftice, & c. but to ilrike 
at the root o f the Ghriftian religion, which 
is founded on the love o f God j for' how  
is it ppffible for'a  man to look u^on fo arr 
bitrary a being as that dodlrine reprefents 
h im , hut with the utm oil awe and dread, 
even though he was ever fq fully perfuaded 
that him felf was one o f  the predeilinate ? 
an(̂  how  much more fo the more he is re
m oved from  fuch a perfuafion? N everthe- 
lefs, as I  have all poffible reafon to. believe 
that there are myriads o f  men o f  learning 
and«.' probity w ho behold thpfe two doc- 
trine§ in a quite different light, and not 
only hold them as neceffary articles o f  their 
faith, but are ready to condemn all that do, 
not, w hy ihould I be fo partial to my ow p 
judgm ent, as to think it more infallible 
than theirs, or venture to pafs the fame 
uncharitable fentence ou them for believing 
w hich I blapie them in m y confcience for

pror
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pronouncing againft m e for not believing 
them  ?
W ith  what juftice can I  charge the former 
w ith  idolatry for worihipping what they 
iincerely believe to be the real body o f  our 
divine and adorable Redeemer ? O r how  - 
can I  tax the latter w ith impiety for pro- 
feffing a dodtrine, which I ought in charity 
to tirink they would abhor, did it appear 
to them as derogatory o f  G qd’s goodncfs 
and juftice, as jt doth to me  ̂ efpecially as 
the belief o f  both is founded on their im 
plicit belief, (and confequently; and at the 
worft", on a miftaken interpretation) o f  the 
H oly Scripture ?
Is it not therefore more.fafe and more chrif; 
tian for me to content m yfelf with giving 
m y reafons in the ftrongeft ,manner I  atn 
able, for m y dilfent from them, than to 
charge them, even jn thought, with w il
fully  perverting the word o f  G od, and w ith 
all the guilt and infamy o f  impofing damn
able errors, under pain o f  damnation ? It 

m ay be indeed truly faid, that this kind o f  
retaliation is what not only reigns too m uch 
in moft chriftian churches, even to this day, 
but hath proved the frequent occafion

o f
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o f  thè mofl: horrid periecutions and antH 
chriftian cruelties : But is it not therefore 
the more to be avoided and abhorred by all 
true Chriftians for the m ifchief it hath done, 
and is ftill able to do, to the Goipel, and for 
the fcandal it refleils on the beft religion in 
the world ?
O ught it not to be a matter o f  the deepeft 
grief and concern to a good Chriftian, to 
iee the moft: gracious defigns o f heaven to
wards mankind thus miferably obftrudted 
and fruftrated, and fo great a p arto f manr 
kind deprived o f the ineilimable benefits o f  
it, by an untimely zeal, the moft oppofite to 
the fpirit o f  our m eek and divine Redeemer, 
and the moft condemned, both by his prcr 
cepts and example ? D oth not right reafpn. 
itfelf, as well as our natural felf-love, tell 
every^man how  careful he ought to be not 
to be miftaken in a matter o f  fuch infinite 
concern? A n d . fuppofe- w e have ever fo 
m uch reafon to think thofe that differ from  
us are really fo, muft w e therefore take upon 

'u s to cerifufe and condemn, to anathemar 
tize and perfecute them, whom  reafon' and 
charity Ihould rather incline us to pity and 
pray for, whether their error be wilful qr

invO'^
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involuntary, which can only be known to 
,G pd?
I have chofen to inilange in the dodtrines 
o f  tranfubilantiation and predeftination, ¿s 
they appear the m oil (hocking and anti- 
fcriptural to every one, except >tho(e w ho 
believe them j neverthelefs, from a fenfe o f  
m y fallibility, as well as o f the weakneis 
o f  human reafon, I ihould be very fearful 
o f  pronouncing them abfolutely falfe (m uch 
lefs to call them anti-chriilian, damnable, 
& c.) their appearing fo to me is a fufficient 
reafon for my declaring my diiTent from  
them, but doth not authorize me to pro
nounce thofe that believe'them to be guilty 
before G od for fo doing.
W ere I to indulge m yfelf in the liberty 
o f  cenfuring or condemning any chriilian 
church, for any thing either in tbeir^aith 
or pradlice, it would be that uncharitable 
a u tW ity  they aiTume o f  condemning, as 
hereticks, & c . all thofe 'tvho cannot believe 
as they do.
A nd yet I own it highly necciTary that there 
ihould be, in every particular church (iince 
it is not given to us in this i.mperfedl (late 
to be thus happily united in our belief )
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à iiatëd rule o fia iïh , a fummary o f  wiiat î§ 
to be principally believed and pradifed by 
all its membersj but .then care ihould be 
taken not to m ultiply thofe articles be
yond what is abfolutely necciTary, nor yet 
to impoie them with any fuch damnatory 
claufes againft recufants as are cohim only 
ufed by nioft churches, to the great detri
m ent and difcredit o f  Chriilianity^ and the 
intimidating and bew ildering. the fincere 
an^ well-m eaning Chriftians, who are. inca
pable o f  judging o f  the merit o f  thoie çon* 
troverfies, and being com m only by far the 
m oll numerous, are entitled to a m ote cha
ritable and tender regard' than to be obliged 
blindly to believe and a d  as their church 
prefcribes, or be liable to he refcinded from 
it.
E veR  in thofe articles wherein our church 
is obliged .to declare its dilTent from any o f  
the tenets o f  others, methinks they m ight 
and lliould in charity content themfelves 
w ith  giving their reafons, in the plaineft 
ând concifeii manner, for their diflent, and 
w ith  fuch impartial candor and tendernefs 
as ihould rather infpire its members with 

'p ity  and concern for, than prejudice and
hatred
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hatred againft, thofe that differ from them : 
and, above all things, they ihould all be ex
ceedingly fearful o f  charging their antago- 
nifts, and their tenets, w ith a greater de
gree o f  guilt and danger than is confiftent 
w ith truth, and with that fpirit w hich con
demns and abhors all mifreprefentation 
and opprobrious language as the m oil de- 
ilrudtive, next to ill offices or perfecution, 
o f  all errors that a Chriftian can fall into.
It is plainly the want o f  this m eek chriftian 
fpirit, that makes men to intermix fo m uch 
deadly acrimony in all their difputes and 
differences, as ferves only to deftroy the 
fmall.fparks o f  charity that are left among 
us. But where the Igve o f  Chrift unUes 
our hearts in the bonds o f peace and' m u
tual benevolence, no difference in religion, 
however greatly mifreprefented or a ^ r a -  
vated by untimely zeal,, will ever be able 
to diffolve the tye, or create the leaft dif-  ̂
agreement or indifference in their affec
tions.
T h ere  are many things in the.G reek, and 
Roman church, in that ofGeneva, and A u gf- 
burgh, & c . which my confcience w ill not 
permit me to join with j but w hich I, at

the
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the fame time, firmly hope and believe will 
not be laid to their charge by the merciful 
fearcherof all hearts, who rather pities tharx 
puniihes the involuntary errors o f his frail 
creatures : and were there none better to 
be' found in the chrifian world than thofe, 
I  ihould think m yfelf obliged to join com
munion w ith that which appeared to me 
the freed from them, rather than to ftand 
by m yfelf, and be deprived o f  the benefit o f  
church-fellowihip, provided nothing was 
impofed upon me by it that my c'onfcience 
thought finful. I look upon them all (ex* 
cepting fuch as deny the fundamental arti* 
cles o f  Chriftianity, efpecially the merits and 
mediation o f  our dwine Redeemer) as fo 
m any branches o f  Chrift’s church; and 
tho’ fome are more corrupted than others/ 
yet all united into one body, o f  which he 
himTelf is the fupreme head and governor, 
and is acknowledged by them as fiich. 
H ow ever, I own that the church o f  Eng* 
land hath, in ajl refpedts, appeared to me/ 
ever fince I have made m yfelf more fe* 
rioufly acquainted with its faith and prac* 
tice, the beft reforrned and freed: from every 
thing that could reftrain me from her com*

muniotl,
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üiunion, efpecially as I am a layman : for 
with refped to her clergy, I  think fome o f 
the injunftions ihe lays them under to bei 
fuch as I  could by no means fubmit to, 
and which the more confcientious among 
them would, I  believe, be glad to be freed 
from , i f  it could be done confidently with 
the honour, and fafety o f  its eilabliiliment. 
i  arri .far from intending by this to caft any 
blemiili on the reverend order, or on the 
firil reformers ; but as it hath given fo 
m uch occafion, for cavit and. difrel'pecdful 
reifledlions again ft both, I  could heartily 
wiih to fee it'eifeitually removed. In other 
refpedts I'havq long fince had a' vaft efteeni 
and regard.for.hèr liturgy, facraments, or
dination, and .other ordinances, that it hath 
been, and is ftill, a matter o f  regret to m e, 
whenever buftnefs or any other impediment 
hath deprived me .o f the benefit o f  them.
H er epifcopacy, - though fo much difre- 
garded by other proteftant churches, and 
Cfied down, as invalid, by that o f  Rom e, ' 
hath long ago been looked upon by me  ̂
not only as a fingular blefting, but as a ne- 
ceftary conftituent .of: a church, the divine 

" inftitution o f  w;hich hath been, in m y opi-
' E  nion.
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hîon, as fully proved againil the foriflefi 
as the validity o f its ordination hath againft 
•the latterj and all I  have to wifli for her 
fake, is, that ilie was as happy in the choice, 
appointment, and promotion o f her prelates} 
and that the Congés Delire-were fomething 
more than a phrafe without meaning i 
how ever, that needs not to debar us, in this 
im perfcól fíate, from enjoying the benefits 
o f  their facred fundion to very good pur- 
pofes} nor difcourage us from wiiliing and 
práying for a reformation o f  th’ofe abufes 
w hich worldly politicians have introduced 
into it.
M o il people indeed, who look upon the 
evil to lie in human nature it-ielf,-have little 
hopes to fee any amendment to it,-till we have 
a new heaven and a new eatth, efpecially 
as'^hofe in whofe power the remedy is, are 
mpft interefíed to fupprefs it : B ut a good 
Ghriûian will look higher up than thofe at 
the helm  for fo-defirable a change, fince, 
as I  believe, w e have much more reafon to 
hope for it from the interpofition o f h eaven,. 
than ariyof thé neighbouringchurches which 
labour under the farne difficulties. A s for ■ 
thofe countries abroad, which have fecula-

rized
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rlzed their biihopricks, & c. they w ill hardly 
¿harge our church w ith abufing hers worfe 
than they have done theirs j fo thatj upon 
the wholej it appears in all rcfpefts to ftand 
upon a better and more hopeful foot thart 
any other I know , w ith all its imperfedlions 
and defedlsi
I  cannot difmifs this point without taking 
ibme notice o f a charge which fome o f  our. 
prefent Methodifts have laid to it, viz. its 
having departed from fpme o f  its ancient 
dodfrines, particularly thofe o f  predcflina- 
tion and free-grace, or-imputed righteouf- 
nefs. W ith  refpedt,to the former, it doth 
hot appear that the compilers o f  .th e fe -  
venteenth article ever defigned to impofe 
the belief o f  it as necelfary to falvation, 
but only to define the terrh o f  predeftina- 

-tion, as ftrenuouily maintained by the^re- 
formed churches o f Geneva, Switzerland, 
Holland, & c. leaving it to the option o f  
every one either to aflent or difient from i t : 
m uch lefs do they feem- to have infilled 
upon the belief o f  it in that full and exten- 
five fenfe (and including abfolute reproba
tion) in w hich the Supralapfarians explain 
it, which dodlrine is now juftly rejedled by 

» E  2 m oil
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l"noft divines and,members o f  this churciri 
M r. Whitefield's charge of innovation is 
therefore unjuil;; and it is well known, that. 

•,jie did notthinkoU ierwife o f it, till he w'as 
. ’^aeffuaded'into that opinion upon his going 
,̂ t̂o preach in America : however, ^ould it 

/.be iuppofed that the firil reformers really 
-defigned it in that fupralapfarian fenfe, I  
ihould have commended any fynod who 
iladuld have iince thea ordered it to have 
been crazed, Teeing the truth o f a chriiliaa 
docilrine is not 'fpih:ded 'on the opinioti or 
authority o f any rr/en-, but bn the'evidcnce 
o h io ly W r it .
W ith  refpedi to' the other charge, viz. in
herent and imputed j  ighteoufnefs^ it muif 
be owned, that our .iefmor>s *and, books o f  
devotion feem rather to fun fo much in 
coiAinendation o f  "good works, as to lead 
people to lay a greater ilrefs on the former 
than on the Jatrer, and to confide more on 
their good deeds than on the merits o f  
Chrift, which is certainly a dangerous m i- 
ilake, fince our hope pfacceptance and fai- 
vation muft be chiefly founded upon the 
latter, without w hich our befl duties could 
never be acceptable from lucl), frail and 

" 'iinfui
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finful creatures to a G o d  o f  Infinite holI<* 
nefs.
It were therefore to be w lfiie i, that our 
preachers and divines would take feme more . 
care to caution tl'teir hearers and readers, 4 
whenever they infift on the neceffity o f good T 
works, againfl: theic putting their chief d e - T  
pendence on them, and to remind theni 
that the alone merits* and ihterceflion o f  • 
our divine Redeem er can give them their 
faving efficacy. But'tho'ugh tlii's-Iaft point 
fs not fo, frequently inculcated and infifted 
upon as could be wiihed, yet that it is al
ways underftood and implied, is certain, ber 
caufe it always was, and is fiill acknow 
ledged to be a fundamental article o f  the 
church o f  England; fo that it is unjuft tp 
charge -it with having departed from it; 
and, yet this is the common cry o f  tITefe 
modern enthufiafis, who are every where 
denouncing damnation againfl: all thofe w ho 
infift on or put any dependence on inherent 
tighteoufnefs: but how  unjuftlyandfalfely, 
let the apoftle St. Paul inform them , w ho 
exprefly tells us ( i  Corinth, iii  ̂ i i — 15.) 
that fuch men ihall be faved, though w ith 

• great difficulty j or, as he exprefles it, fo'
E 3  as
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as by fire, though not one o f  their works 
ihould (land the fiery trial j for how pre-r 
carious foever the fuperftrudture be, whilft 
Chrift is the foundation, he cannot but be 

.Tafe that builds his hopes upon it, whatever 
;fi:raw, fiubble, or other trafii he may in r 

term ix with it. .
"H ow ever, I  do not doubt but this falfe 

alarm o f  the Methodifts hath proved o f 
fome ufe to many Chriftians, as I  own it 
hath to me, and hath awakened them into 
'a better and humbler opinion o f  their inhe
rent righteoufnefs, than they perhaps ha4 
before. A s tp m y own particular, tho’ I al
ways depended folely-on the merits o f  a cru
cified Redeemer for pardon and acceptance, 
and looked upon all our heft fervices to be 
deftitute o f  the leaft worth, but what they 
receive from him  j yet I  have been warned, 
by this late outcry, to put lefs ftrefs and 
confidence in them, and to look upon them 
rather as the evidence o f our fincerity and 
falvatioD, than as the.means or foundation 
o f  it, rather as our qualification for heaven 
(on which account we may fafely wi.ih, en
deavour, and pray that w e may more and 

more abound in them ) than as things ca-̂
pable
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pable to give us any title tq it, which no
thing can do but the inaputed righteoufneis 
•of Chriil.
T hus much I thought incumbent on me to 
declare concerning my notions o f  religion’ 
in general, o f the church o f England in 
particular, and m y reafpn for preferring her 
communion to all other. I hope they are' 
all agreeable to the word o f  God, and that 
I  have taken all poffible care and pains to , 
have them chiefly founded on that, by fre
quently reading and conihlting the facred 
volumes in their original, and ufing all pro
per helps, as cotnmentators, paraphrafts, 
books o f contrpverfy, ^ c . in order to com e 
at their true meaning. But above all, m y 
ch ie f dependence hath been Upon the guid
ance and aififtance o f G o d ’s H oly Spirit, 
w hich, for a great number o f  years, I have 
never failed daily to implore, as I  was truly 
fenfible, how poor and infigniflcant all other 
helps would be without it,towards the bring
ing us through the vaft 'm azes o f  contro-' 
verfy, which reign all over Chriftendom, to 
the wiflied-for haven and falvation, to 
which I earneftly 'pray to G od to bring 
every fingere foul, that longs a,nd ftrives for

E  4 it«
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it. I  firmly rely on the fame divine good« 
nefs to whom I ovve fo many mercies; and 
fo  wonderful a change, that i f  there be yet 
any thing erroneous or amifs, either in my 
belief and pradlice, he w ill, in his own time, 
,and by his all-fufficient light and grace, 
enable me to rcdtify it, that I m ay have 
nothing left to do bat to acknowledge and 
adore his infinite and undeferved mercies to 
m e, and particularly for having enabled me 

to fee fo  much o f  m y own weaknefs and 
infufficiency, unworthinefs and mifery, as 
to put m y whole truft^nd confidence in his 
all-powerful grace and unbounded goodnefs, 
through the infinite m erip o f  our bleffed 
Redeem er.
Before I conclude • this Preface, it will be 
likewife neceffary for me to give fome ac
count o f  that, vaft quantity o f laudanum I 
have been knowri' to take for above thefb 
forty years, and my motives for fo doing, 
in order to undeceive fuch perfons as may 
have conceived too favourable an opinion 
p f  that dangerous drug, from any thing they 
fnay have heard me fay, beard at fecond- 
hahdj or may have pbferved o f the fmall

viAbls
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vifible hurt I  have received from it, during 
fo long and conilant a ufe o f it.
And firft o f  all, as to the true occaiion o f 
my taking it, whatever pretence I may here
tofore have made for it, fuch as its eaiing 
the pain o f  the gout, (which diftemperi 
though I heretofore pretended to be often* 
troubled with, yet I never was, nor had the 
leafl: lymptom or tendency to in my confti- 

, tution) or o f  its being a great help fo ftudy^ 
a reviver o f  the ipirits, and the like, which 
qualities it in fome- meafure hath j yet m y 
motive for taking It at firil, and continuing’ 

. St fo long, was no other than m y vanity 
and fenfelefs affedtation o f  iingularSty; and 
as that was then my predominant paifion, 
fo I  indulged it in this and many other fuch 
extravagant ways, at any hazard, as ,the 
following ilieets w ill more fully fhew.  ̂
Secondly, as -to the quantity, though it 
never came up to that vaft excefs as I did 
then pretend} yet I  own that I frequently 
took fuch large dofes, by way o f  oilenta- 
tioh, ‘ as inuil have proved detrimental, i f  

not quite fatal, to any man that had had a 
|efs ftrong and happy cohftitutioii than X 

bleffedw ith} and I have been very
often
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often furprifed to find that I  received fo 
little prejudice from it. A nd this it was 
that emboldened rne to take fuch large and 
dangerous draughts o f  it, without the lead: 
neceflity or motive for it, but to be taken 
notice and talked o f  j infom uch that I  con
tinued it during fuch a number o f years, that 
I  was become a perfeit flave to, and could 
not be eaiy without it, tho’ I had for fome 
tim e been fenfible o f  the ill confequences 
attending the conilaqt ufe o f  it, efpedally 
as often as I  indulged m y vanity w ith a 

. larger dofe than ufual, *
'Thirdly, As to my vain pretence o f  having 
ibund an eiFedual w ay o f  ftripping the 
opium  o f  all its pernicious qualities, though 
'it was true in part,' and I had fallen upon 
a preparation o f it (w hich was a kind o f  fafe 

' and ufeful improvement on that which Dr. 
Jon'es gives us in his m y s t e r y  of o p i u m ) 

b y the help o f fome acids, particularly the 
ju ice o f  Seville oranges, which, mixed w ith 
fome alcalies, raifed a kind o f  ferm ent in 
the infufion, by w hich fome o f  the m oil 
vifcous and narcotic parts were either fcum - 
m ed off, or made to fubfide j yet fo far was it from being fo inoifenfive and benefi-cial.
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pial, as I gave it out, that I had frequent 
occaiion to obferve fome o f  its ill eiFefts ii? 
thofe whom  I  unadvjfedly perfuaded to life 
it in fom e proper cafes, as I thought, fd 
that I  was obliged to leave o ff prefcribing it 
to others; though, as to m yfelf, I  was a 
long while before I found any inconvenience 
in taking it, even in that large quantity; 
and I  have great reafon ftili to  think it 
lefs dangerous by far than either that o f  
Dr^ Sydenham’s, or any infufion exhibited 

. by the apothecaries and common djipen- 
faries.
H ow ever, when I  began to feel the Incon-r 
vcnient effeds o f  it, which was not .till a 
good number o f  years uiing it, I  thought it, 
high time to leilen the ufual dofe (w hich 
was then about ten or twelve tea ipoQnfuls 
morning and night, and very often more) 
as fail as I conveniently could, and in about 
iix  month’s time had reduced m yfelf to h a lf 
an ounce per day,^and fomewhat weaker 

than the common Sydenham. I  ftili conti
nued decreafing; but fuch ŷ âs m y fooliih 
vanity, that, toponceal m yredudion, ladded 
fom e other better tindure, efpecially that o f  
l)ierapicra, or fome bther fuch corredive,among
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nmbhg it, to appeat as ftill taking m y ufual 
quantity.
On the other hand, I found that this re- 
duÆlion, gradual as it was, could not be 
continued without fome affedling and dif- 
couraging inconveniences j fuch as a great 
laiTitude and uneafinefs o f  the mind, an in
dolence and incapacity for ftudy, a diflike to 
every thing I read or wrote, to folitude and 
application ; all which made me apprehen- 
five, that i f  I did not llacken it, and go more 
warily on with it, I m ight bring m yfelf into 
a greater evil than that vvhich I endeavoured 

’ to fliun, and fling m yfelf at length into a 
kind o f  habitual torpor and inaélivity, which 
m ight prove at leaft as detrimental to me ; 
to  prevent which, I  was forced to take a 
new  method, and to inlarge or leiTen m y 

' dofe, according to the ilate o f  health I was 
in, lometimes according as the weather was 
more or lefs enlivening, or according as the 
courfe o f m y iludies required a greater or 
lefler degree o f application. A ll  this, how 
ever, was rather owing to m y own natural 
indolence and want o f  refolution to go 
on in fpight o f  all thofe inconveniences, 
than to any danger there really was. in the

cafe,
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éafe, as I happily found reafon afterwards 
to t h i p k f o r  when the Divine Providence 
was pleafed to blefs me, with a contrary .turn 
o f  mind,.and to make me deteft and abhor 
all my former follies, and this among the 
red, to fuch a degree, as to rcfolvcj by his ' 
afliilance, upon a thorough change, I then 
found both the taik, and all the inconve
niences attending it, to grow more and more 
eafy i and as this refolution was founded 
upon a much better principle than m y former 
ones were, fo it was attended w ith-iuch a 
bleffing at my lad day at Oxford,, anno-— ■—  
from July, to the latter end of September, by 
w hich tim e I had made a .confiderable pro- 
grefs in m y rcdu£lion, that l  had quite com
pleted the conqued,- and lived fome weeks 
there without taking one drop, or even 
wishing for it, although neither then jjor • 
fineb was I without fome employment which 
required a pretty clofe application.“
In this pkafing date,, as.'Ijudly thought it,
I  continued tor fome months, when the 
feverity o f the enfuing winter overturned all 
m y méaíiires, and forced me, though much 
againft m y \vil!,. to have recouiTe to. it 
againV neither could I think o f  any fafer or

more
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tH6re eftedUal remedy againfl: that chllnefsi 
o f  m y blood, and lownefs o f  fpirits, w hich 
t  laboured under through the exceflive cold- 
neis o f  the feafon. I refolved, however, to 
refume it in the fmalleft quantity that I 
could find Would anfwer m y end; that is, 
w hat was, as near as I could judge, equiva
lent to ten or twelve drops o f  Sydenham’ŝ  
and w ith full intention to leave it o ff  as foon 
as the warm weather returned^ and had ac
cordingly reduced m yfelf to about half that 
quantity; though not without fome difii- 
culty, on account o f  a work I was ftill en* 
gaged in, and the neceffity w e were under 
to keep tim ewith the printers and publiihers. 
Finding it at length fo neceiTaryand pleafant, 
as well, as fafe and harmlefs, I  refolved tU 
continue it, and have done fo to this pre- 
fenK tim e ; that is, for feven or eight years, 
without the leaft inconvenience'from  it. 
On the contrary, I  have reafon to, think that 
even that fmall quantity, though fcarce equi- 
valsdt to tw elve drops o f Sydenham’s, hath_ 
been o f  fome fefvice to m ^to prevent that 
decay o f  fpirits w hich old a^e,' (being now 
drawing near m y feventietli) a fedentary 
life, and clofe ftudy, m ight othetwife proba-

_  bly
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bly have brought upon me : and it is to thi^ 
fmall dofe, which I take every night in a 
pint o f very fmall punch,, as foon as I  leave 
off writing, that I  attribute, next to the 
blefling o f G od, that good (hare o f  health 
I  have hitherto enjoyed, and m y having 
been able, for fo many years, to go through 
the fatigues and applications o f ftudy, from  
fevcn in the rnorning to feven at night, pre-̂  
ferying ilill a good appetite and digeftion, a 
clear head, and tolerable flow o f  fpirits, and 
enjoying a found fleep o f  fix or feven hours, 
without indulging m yfelf in any other li

quors than tea all the day, and the above- 
mentioned quantity o f punch, or fomething 
equivalent to it at n igh t; and as I have not 
opportunity for much exercife, I  take care 
to live bn the plaineft diet at noon, and to 
obferve the old adage at night, •

lit Jis noUe k-vis. Jit tihi c¿em brevis. 
Tofleepeafyat night,let your fupper be light.'

.; ■7'

M E -
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G E O R G E  P S A L M A N A Z A R .

\

I  cannot better begin this melancholy ac-̂  
count o f  m y former life, vile and abo
minable as it hath "been, and blended with 
fuch mixture o f  the tnoft unaccountable 
pride, folly, and ftupid villainy, in oppo- 
iition to.reáfon, religion, and all checks o f  
confcience, till a lm oil'to  the thirtieth year 
o f  m y age, than by humbly acknowledging 
the infinite mercy o f G od, not only in pre- 
ferving me fo long from the many, evils 
and difafters which m y own wicked rafh- 
nefs muft elfe unavoidably have precipitated 
me into, as. the fequel w ill fufficient^ fh o ^ j 
but m uch more f<5,in that gradual an d vi- , 
fible change w hich his grace wrbught in 
me, by enabling me frequently t0 4;etro- 
fp e d  wlth,.iham e and remorfe on a life fo 
bafely fpent, to fend up the m oil fervent 

willies to heaven that I  might at length 
break o ff  from fo fhameful and w icked a 
courfe o f  the vileft and m oll fcandalous

F  im -
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iiiipoilufe, that a -wild and abandondci 
youth could be guilty of, and , that I 
nilght but be bleiTed with fuch a fteady 
refolution as at once publickly to difclairsi 
all the lies and forgeries I had formerly 
publiihed in that monilrous romance, and 
at any rate or risk to take the lhame to m y 
felf, and make a free confeffion o f the 
w hole impofturc. But I had not only my 
pride to combat, but the diipleafure which 
fuch a declaration would g iv e 'to  all m y 
friends^ who being very honefl; and religi
ous, could not but have taken it much at 
heart, and, perhaps, been expol^d to the 
cenfure o f  the w'orld for their charitable 
opinion o f  me^ to fay nothing o f the ab
horrence they mu ft have conceived againft 
fo deteftable a cheat. A s thefe therefore 
weTe fuch powerful determents to a man 
w holly deftitute o f  any laudable way o f 
living, I  could not expedl that m y earneft 
wiilies would be Ipeedily anfwefed j and 
m y only hope was, that the fame gracious 
G od, who had thus effeddually awaked me 
fo a fenfe' o f  m y guilt and danger, would 
alfo in his own time hear thofe .prayers 
w hich him felf had infpired me -to make,

elpe-
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erpeclally, as upon a retrofpeition o f m y 
pail: follies, I was apt to com fort, m yfelf 
with the thoughts, that the violence o f my 
favourite paffionj pride, could never have 
hurried me fo irrefiftibly through fuch 
Icenes o f  folly and danger, i f  there had. 
not been fome- fad flaw in my underftand* 
ing, fome unavoidable degree of. madneis , 
in my temper* which might in fome mea* 
fure extenuate,; i f  not wholly cxcufe, the 
atrocious' guilt it had involved me i n ; 
and the hope that it m ight ilill be placed 
fo that account* by-a merciful Judge o f all 
our thoughts and intents, o f  our frail and 
corrupt nature,. joined to the ftedfaft con
fidence I had in the promifes o f  the 
Gofpel, and in the infinite, merits o f  a 
divine Saviour, preferved me from de- 
fpairing o f  nriercy and pardon, o f  fucQfis 
and bleffing on thofe happy beginnings, i f  
clofelyand earneftly purfued.
But as fuch a hope, without a  fincere defire 
o f  doing one’s part, to the beft o f  one’s 
power, and according to the degree o f  af- 
fiflance given from above, would rather 
deferve the name o f  rafh and fliameful 

F  2 pre-
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fumptlon } fo the next ilep I  took, at leai« 
in view, was to fet about making all poili- 
ble reparation to God and his church, 
and to the world, and m y own confci- 
ence, for the fcandal which fuch a vile 
piece o f  hypocriiy muft have given to all, 
efpecially to good men, and in fpite o f  all 
reludtance from pride and felf-love, w hich 
the greater it was, would the mpre natu
rally lead one to the throne o f  mercy for 
a proportionable fupply o f  Divine grace, 
and patiently to wait for it in G od’s own 
proper time. I. had not continued many 
months in this, hopeful difpoiition, before 
I  perceived all thofe difficulties and dif- 
couragements to vaniih by degrees, but 
more efpecia]ly at the approach o f  a fe- 
vere difeafe, though lingering, and the 
ap^)reheplions o f death, which ia ft, as it 
did not appear to be fo near at hand, 
gave me room to hope I might have time 
fufficient granted me in mercy, to go  
through this faithful narrative, and unde
ceive the world i fo that i f  the Divine 
Providence did think fit to drive me to 
the writing o f  it by his afflidling hand, I  
hope it w ill rather add w'eight to the ere-,

dit
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d¡t o f  it, feeing no time is fitter than this 
to infpire a man with the deepeft feriouf- 
nefs and fincerity. But as to m e, I ftill 
more rely on the afliftance o f that fpirit o f 
truth, to whofe fpecial grace I am bound 
to afcribe the abhorring fenfe I had al
ready conceived again ft j n y  former guilt, 
as well as the earneft defire and refolution 
o f  tranfmitting to the world fuch an ac
count o f  m y part guilty life, â  m ight 
wholly contradidt and explode' that falfe 
and impious one, which I had been induced 
to publiih in the days o f  my abom inable' 
folly and vanity. Under that Divine G uide 
therefore I fet m yfelf immediately about 
it, and carried on daily, and with as much 
application as m y difeafe (a very violent 
ague and fever) would permit, not doubt
ing but the fincerity which I refolved," by 
G od ’s afli/lance, Ihould reign through the 
whole, would make fome amends for the 
lownefs o f ftile,' and other imperfedlions, 
w hich , confidering m y weakly condition 
both o f  mind and body, were in fome 
meafure unavoidable. T h u s far I thought 
neceffary to apprife the reader concerning 
the (happy, Thope 1 have reafon to call

. F  3 I
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it) occáfioii o f  m y writing the following 
account, w hich in the name, and under 
the diredion o f  that fame G od  o f  truth, 
I now hope to live to fee fini/hed, in or-i- 
der to be printed, i f  thought worthy o f  it, 
after m y death j and I ihali ohly add, that 
I  am at this prefent time o f  writing (April 
22, 1728) at a friend’s houfe in the coun
try, free from all ftudy and bufineis, or 
any other impediment, but what is caufcd 
by m y diftemper, and ihall dedicate all the 
tim e I have to fpare in the writing o f  it. 
B ut here I  hope I  ihall be excufed from 
giving an account either o f  m y real country 
or fam ily, or any, thing tliat m ight caft a 
reflexion upon either, it, being but too 
com m on, though unjuft, to cenfure them 
for the crimes o f  private perfons, for 
w hich  reafon I think m yfelf obliged, out o f  
lefp eft to them, to conceal both. Out o f  
Europe I was not born, nor educated, nor 
ever travelled j b u t, continued in fomo o f  
the fouthern parts o f  it till about the lix - 
teenth year o f  m y age, when neceifity 
obliged m e in fome meafure to remove into 
moré northern ones, though never farther 
horthward than the Rhine in Germ any,

or

i
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or Yorkiliire in England. And this I  p,ur-r 
pofely mention, becaufe I have been here
tofore fufpèdled to be a Germ an, Sw'cde 
or Dane by Tome ; by others, an Engliili 
or Scotchman, as their fancy lead them, 
though I never faw Germany till I vvas 
fixteen, nor England till about tw o  or 
three years after. A s for m y parents ami 
relations they were Rom an Catholics, and 
mofl: o f  them very zealous in their w ay, 
and ilrongly biafled aga,inft all ProteAants. 
M y  father was o f  an ancient, but decayed 
family, and had been obliged to leave m y 
mother before I was five years old, and to 
live near five hundred miles from her, 
whilft file was left to live and breed m e 
up upon her fmall fortune, without- re
ceiving any aififtance from him , his m if- 
fortunes having put it quite out o f  his povyer 

■ to contribute any thing; fo that F  was 
w holly left to her care. H ow ever, nei
ther that, nor the narrownefs o f  her cir- 
cumftançes, hindered her from giving me 
the heft education ihe- could, being then 

,her only furviying child. .She Was a pious 

good woman in her way, and though. J 
Wiis no fmall favourite o f hers, was yet

F  4 kept
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kept with due ftridnefs whilft I ftaid with 
her, which was however but a ihort time, 
and do not remember that I had then any 
the leaft vicious inclination, nor in all like
lihood m ight haye had, had I ftill conti
nued under her w in g ; whereas through 
the mifmanagement o f  thofefiril: perfons to 
whofe tuitiou I was next committed, fuch 
a wrong foundation was laid, and fo ftrong 
a biafs given me to Vanity and felf-conceit, 
as proved the unhappy fource o f  all m y fad 
mifcarriages iince.
O ne general remark here I  cannot, avoid 
makingconcerning the fchools o f the Rom an 
Catholics, viz, that all their ftudents muft 
learn to read, and even pray, in Latini 
before they are capable o f underftandirtg 
one word o f it j for this doth but inure 
them  to read and pray without any atten
tion, even when they are afterwards capa
ble o f underftanding what they read and 
pray for, T h is ill-timed method had been 
complained o f by many a one w ho have 
lince felt the fad effeds o f  it, as w ell as 
the almoil: 'infurmountable difficulty o f 
m aflering.a d e fe d  fo early contraded and 
ib deeply rooted, as it were, in our nature,

find
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and none hath had more reaion to bewail 
it than I.
B u t what did me in particular the moft 
hurt, in my education abroad, was the 
great admiration w hich my more than com 
mon readinefs at learning whatever cam e 
in m y w ay had gained me, and the im 
prudent fondnefs and partiality w hich m y 
mailers (hewed to m e oh that account. I  
was hardly turned o f  fix years 'when I  was 
ient to a free-fchool taught by tw o Francii^ 
can monks, the eldeft o f  whom  perceiving 
m y uncommon genius for languages, for 
till then I  had only learned to read all forts 
o f  print and writings, and was beiides 
very carelefs about writing a tolerable 
hand, took it into his head to put me to *■ 
the Latin form, though m y mother and 

• all my friends thought me much too young 
for it, cfpecially as I  was to be ranked 
and claiTed among other boys o f  tw ice 
m y years, and who had already been at it 
a year or two, and fome more j however 
he depended' fo much on his judgm ent, 
about my. genius and application, that he 
doubted not, he faid, but to fee .me out» 

top all the reft in lefs than a year or tw o.
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H e was not miftaken, an d ,though it put 
me to great difficulties and hard il'udy to- 
reach them, I  began to feel fuch emotions 

‘o f  vanity at the quick progrcfs I made, 
and the commendations, he gave me upon 
it, that I refted not fatisfied till I had 
gained the firfl: rank in the form, as well 
as in his affedtion, for as he fpared nei
ther careiTes nor-encouragement to m e, I 
foon became fenfible both by his behaviour, 
as w ell as by the deference which the 
other boys paid to me, how much I was 
got in his favour.
Our fchool was often vifited by priefts, 
monks, gentlemen, and other perfons that 
paife^ through pur city, and though, w e 
had in it feveral boys whofe parents were 
in a much higher ftation, yet I was air 

• wgys fingled out as the flower o f  the flock, 
and as the m oil ready to anfwer fuch 
queftionsas were fuitable to our form . Our 
m onk had likewife, by way o f  animating 
u?, caufed fome curious nicknacks to be 
made by the nuns o f a neighbouring mo- 
naftery, Which they were to wear hanging 
to their button-holes, by a fine ribon, whp 
held the firfl feats. T hefe were of feveral I

   
  



( 75 )

fixes, and one o f them much^ larger than 
the reft was for the foremoft in rank. 
W e  were to be entitled to thefe accord-, 
ing to our merit, and'this laft fe ll to m y 
lot from  the firfl: exercife, and fo proud 
was I become o f  this bauble, that I  ne
ver loft it for one fingle day j for I had 
fuch a ready and retentive memory, and 
quick apprehenfion, as by the help o f  a 
moderate application, made it impoflible 
for my fchool-fdlow s to wreft it from m e. 
T h is mark o f  diftin£tlon did moreover en
title: me to behead monitor and marihal 
o f  that whole fchool. A ll which filled m e 
w ith fuch vanity and ambition to excel, 
that I could not brook any fuperiority or 
preference, and our monk was but too 
fond o f  indulging, and even encouraging 
me in ' it, though to m y no fmall deiri- 
ment, as he m ight eafily perceive that it 
had given me fuch a ftrong bias to pride, 
as a prudent man would have rather chofen 
to nip in the bud, efpecially as he eafily 
perceived that it created no fmall envy in m y 
fchool-fellows, and a kind o f  diiTatisfadfion 
in feme o f  their parents atnd relations.

H e
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H e tried once indeed to thwart his par*' 
tiality to me, by giving opr form a new 
kind o f  exercife, the price o f  which to 
the beil performer was to be a fine piece 
o f  nun’s work, which he adjudged to an
other, whom all the fchool knew to be a 
dunce, but in point o f  quality the head o f 
us all. Had he given it to fome others o f 
our form, who were greater proficients in 
learning, I  m ight have thought they had 
fucceeded better in their performance than 
I at that, time j and though it would have 
been a great mortification to me, it m ight 
have only made me double m y diligence j 
but here the preference was fo flagrant and • 
vifible, that I could not forbear expreiTing 
a defire to know  wherein he had outdone 
m e, and a fufpicion that he had been afi- 
filled underhand by fome monk or fome* 
body elfe. W hen the good father found 
that I took the matter fo to heart, and, 
in fome meafure, threaten to bid adieu, i f  
not to the Latin, at leafl: to his fch o o l; 
(and I believe I  ihould really have done it, 
fo highly I refentcd what I called the in* 
iuillce done m e) he thought fit to pacify 
m e t y  ^flhring m e, that m y competitor

had,
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had, upon this occai5on, fo far excelled 
himfelf, that he could not forbear affign- 
Ing him the prize by way o f  encourage
ment, though m y performance was far 
enougl;  ̂from being inferior to his j ‘ and fo, 
to put an end to the contention, im m edi
ately fent for another piece o f the fame 
curious work, and gave it to me, not with
out fome great encomium on m y uncom-; 
mon diligence and progrefs, and other to
kens o f  his lingular regard, which fent me 
home fo fatisfied and full o f  m yfelf, that, 
alas for me ! every thing feemed to contri
bute to fw ell m y growing pride, and 
make me forget myfelf.
M any other fuch inftances o f  his partial 
fondnefs' I  could name, which all tended 
to make me ftill more aifuming and arro
gant j one however I  cannot pafs by, w hich 
Ihall ferve as a fpecimen : as I  never was 
guilty o f a fault at fchool, fo let me do 
what I  would out o f  it, I  was never pu- 
nilhed for it, as the other boys were, but 
had, perhaps, a foft reprimand or fome 
eafy talk afligned me by w ay o f  p|nance, 
for I cannot call to mind that I  ever had a 
blow or crofs word from him . , One day

in
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iii particular, fome ftrangers, who tr'Ifited 
us after dinner, obtained us a difcharge for 
the reft o f  the day. W e  were no fooner 
got out but I told m y fchool-fellows, that 
w e ought to go and procure the fame ,re- 
leafe to the girls o f  another fchool. A c 
cordingly w e went and broke into the 
houfe, and drove the miftrefs and fcho- 
lars out, and then locked the doors, that 
they might not be obliged to come in a- 
gain, and fent her the key at night. On 
the next day a fevere complaint was brought 
againft ,us for .the aflault, and I charged 
as the ringleader o f  the reft, upon which 
a  fuitable puniihment was promifed, and 
foon after put in execution, in w hich I 
not only expefted to have a ihare, but to 
be the firft called down to it, and yet by 
wb^t partial motive I know  not, I had no 
other puniihment than a feeming fevere 
reprimand, and fome eafy task, w hilft all 
the reft were forced to fubmit to the di- 
fcipline of the fchool. T h is  partiality they 
loudly complained of, not only to h im , but 
to, their friends j but their refentment upon 
it only gave me new matter for triumph, 

Ts it did to them new caufe for envy,
which

   
  



( 79 )

r '̂hlch yet th e y  dared not vent In any other 
way than words.
Thus I went on learning o f  Latin apacCj 
I could tranflate out o f'it, write and fpeak 
it with great readinefs, as far as I had been 
taught, which was thought furprifing, con- 
iidering I had hardly attained my ninth 
year, and been but tw o years under his 
care. T h e  misfortune was, that he made 
us only converiant with common fchool-^ 
books, and but with few  o f  any o f  the old 
daffies cither in profe or verfe, fo that I 
Was quite unacquainted with their ftile till 

I  came into better hands, as I foon after 
d id } for our good father being fliortly af
ter chofen head, or, as they ftile it, 
guardian o f  another convent, about twenty- 
four miles from this, and in an archiepif- 
copal city, where was alio a college ®f 
Jefuits for the education o f  youth, he ea- 
ftly prevailed upon m y mother to let me 
go with him thither, and to board at the 
monaftery under his eye, w hilft I  went on 

with m y ftudies at the college, where he 

alfo promlfed to recommend me to the care 
o f  thofe fathers. H e likewife promifed 

her that he would, in the evening, make
me
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m s repeat and explain what I had learned 
in the day, and by that means puili me 
fo forward in m y learning that I fliould 
out-top all my age, all which proved fuch 
powerful perfuafives to my mother, that 
file eafily agreed to it, efpecially as he 
took four or five more youths with him to 

.be on the fame foot with me both at 
the college and in the convent. W e  fet 
out accordingly with him for the place, 
and when I was introduced into the Je- 
fuits college, there was no fmall ilrife what 
clafs I ihould be admitted into at firft. H ere 
it will be neceflary to acquaint the reader 
that the Jefuits diftinguiili their form s, 
or, as they more properly ftile them, 
clafles, each o f  them being Icept in a fe- 
parate apartment, as follows, viz.

1. T h e  vith, or low ed , where they begin 
to learn the Latin Grammar.
2. vth, where they perfedt themfelves in 
that, and b6gin to learn fome Latin books, 
and to make fome wretched Latin.
3. ivtb, where they read Tacitus, Cicero’s 
Epiftles, Ovid, and fome other eafy R o 

man
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man authors, and begin to make better 
Latin.
4. iiid, where they read Curtius, Cicero’s 
fpeeches, Virgil, and make pretty good , 
Latin, and learn to make Latin verfes. 
T h ey  likewife begin here to learn the 
G reek Grammar.
5. Humanity. In this clafs they read H o 
race, Cicero, Terence, make good verfes, 
and compofe Ibme fet fpeeches on a fubjeit 
given, and i f  they have a genius for it̂  
make fem e conliderable progreis in the 
Greek tongue,, though they only read ho
milies o f  the fathers, and make verfions 
out o f  Latin into G reek. T h ey likewife 
make feme fet fpeeches, or poetical works, 

before a full audience.
6. Rhetoric. Here H om er and other 
Greek poets, Demofthenes and other 
Greek authors, are read j together w ith 
Cicero de Oratore, Horace’s Satyres, and 
de Arte poetica. Them es are com pofed on 
given fubjefts,- as much as can be, in the

 ̂ Ciceronian ilile and method j and likew ife 
' poems in imitation o f the Greek and Latin 

poets, and other books, compiled by forae 
o f  the fociety .for the ufe o f this clafs, as

G  th ere '
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there are others for every clafs elfe, and 
every branch o f  learning that is taught 
in them , the greateft part o f  which is to 
-be learned by heart by the fcholars, as 
w e ll as feveral other perfons, out o f  the 
claflic authors, in order to exercife their 
m em ory, as is pretended, but rather ferves 
to  clog it with a deal o f  unintelligible 
fluff, which being fooner forgot than 
learned, ferves to little purpofe, except it 
be to take up fo much o f  thejr time,^to the 
pegledl o f  more ;ufeful things, and more 
adapted to their capacities j to w hich I  
m ay fafely add another great inconveni- 
ency, v iz , that thefe leffons being to be 

. repeated to the decurions or monitors, be-f 
fore the regent comes in , and an account 
to be given to him who hath, or who. hath 
not learned them duely, in, order to be 
commended or reproved, both the fcholar 
$nd the monitor are in fuch hafte to go 
through the drudgery, that thofe are moft 
approved o f  who can repeat theirs with 
the greateft fpeed, or rather with precipi
tation, by which fuch an habit is formed 
c f  fpeakiiig and reading with fuch rnon- 
ilrous quicknefs, as will require a great

deal

   
  



( 83 ))

,deal o f  trouble and pain ,̂*. to hrieak'one's 
ie l f  off.afterwards, ifieveisitjis really lec- 
tified, and 'this I ¡found long iince to. my 
lofs, and no-foiaUigrief.r .. u «>;
7 . T h e  laft is philofophy, w h ich .th ey  di
vide into logic, phy'fics, metaphyfics,. • and 
morality, each o f  which .takes -theih  
a quarter ,o f  a year in ,Jeaj:ning,j. orj-t at 
leaft, in expounding. E very .fehoiar ts 
obliged to fpend a year-at . leaft in each 
o f  the claftesi.and if, at thejyear’s; end, 
when they ate allto .be fepatately examined, 
any be found tardy, . either. through, .dulr 

nefs or negligence,( they, are [condemned to 
go through the., fanie ftudies-another .year, 
w hilft théi reft, w h o . áre found worthy, 
are promoted to this nexticlafs in  rank.H.

W h en  I  canie therefore to' he acquainted 
w ith the .participar ftudies and. hooks ' o f  
each clafs, and came to reflect on m y h e -  

; ing fuch a ftranger -to the daffies, I begged 
o f  my old mailer that I m ight be offered 

T l.on ly  as candidate for the third clafs,. wheré 

" '  they began to' tíe taughtpand this I  ihòuld 
have looked upon as afavour, confidering 
that it was then.-Midfummer, and that I  

G  2 was
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was hèrded aè a beginner into a'clafs where 
the reft had/>already ftndied fix months-j 
fo that I  thought I fliould have fiiil enough 
to do to overtake, them before the year 

•was out.- But the good father would by 
ino means agree to it, but infilled upon m y 
:beihg examined as a candidate to huma- 
:nity. T h is, I complained, was putting a 
¿double hardihip upon me, being an cUtter 
.•ilrangerto the every author'that was read in 
vthis* as w ell as in the bthenbelow  it, and 
Jiaving, at moft^ but feven months to mailer 

■ them all -; h e 'fo  far engaged; though a- 
«gainil m y will,:, for m y overcoming all thofe 
difficulties by.-m y genius and application, 

t̂hat 1  was obliged; to undergo the exam i
nation o f . a candidate for hutnanity : and 
though m y repugnance made me lefs foli- 
citoùs h o w 'T w en t through Jt,t a s j  was To 
•delÎTÔus'ltô/be feHt’ down the clafs be
lo w  'it; ryet'-whether the old monk’'s inte- 
feil'prèvailed,..6r m^ own merit gained it; 
I ,  was readily admitted into the clafs 6 f 
■ Immanity, and' found it a very;.hard tug | 
ib^kéep tip my .credit under thofe d ifa d -’ 
y.uita^es I laboured, under. 1  wondered 
îiideéd how  niy old'm after could be guilty

: o f
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o f  fuch a negled:, and often preiTed him 
to give me his affiftanee, which he trying 
to comply w ith, gave me but too fair an-, 
opportunity-of difcovering-the true caufe 
o f it, viz. his being as unacquainted with 
them as I was. T h is  therefore proved^'ii 
very difficult clafs to mej .  and what Was 
ilill more difcouraging to me was, that 
our regent, fo they call the perfon -that 
teaches in every dais, inftead o f  making 
any kind allowance for -my tender years, 
for m y being entered fo late, and under- 
fuch difadvantages, often charged me w ith  
negledt and indolence, and, in a jocôfe 
manner, threatened to leave me inter'tna- 
nenteŝ  that is, inftead o f  raifing to the next 
clafs, to leave me in this for another year. 
A nd though I was fenfible that would have 
been more for my advantage, yet the fhamc 
o f  it was what I  could not have- brooked ; 
and I thought it a mortification more than 
fufficient to be ranked among the m iddle- 
moft o f his clafs, w ho had till then been 
ufed to be at the head. But this he did» t
rather to fpur me on than to difpirit m e, 
that I might the more eafily be admitted 
into thé ' clafs o f  rhetoric ^gainft the time

0 3 of
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o f  thé yearly, examination. T h is grand 
ceremony ià performed a little before the 
Chriftmas holidays, and when- the fcholars 
have learned their doorri, that is, w he
ther to go up or to ilay in the old clafs, 
they .break up for ten or twelve days, and 
go to their refpeftive homes. There were 
at this tim e four or five o f  m y own townf- 
boys, all. o f  thern not only much older, 
but w ho had been at the college feveral 
years before me, and bore a kind o f  envy 
againil: me for being admitted at once into 
tlie, fame clafs with them, and would have 
been glad to have left m e behind in it. 
T h is  -cofifiderationj joined to the difplear 
iure.'fuch  a pièce o f new s, would have 
been,; not only to mÿ old .mailer, but 
m uch mòre fo ’ to m y mother, made me 
fo .miich the more diligent againil the time 
o f  tiial, and the more eafily forego the 
^dyantage p f  another year’s humanity : for 
the'|)ride .and pleafure o f  keeping pace 
witbi .and' follow ing them into rhetoric! 
Accordingly, I  exerted m yfelf fo well, 
and gave fuch fatisfadion at my examina
tion,' that I was nominated; as well as 
they, for that higher clafs. But tho’ .this

gaye
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gave me no fm all joy, and made me go 
home with a lighter heart, yet I have had 
hnce fufficient reafon to wiih it had proved 
otherwife j for our next regent, (the Je* 
fuits cuftoms is to change them every year, 
and to fend new ones out o f  other colleges) 
proved a perfon every way alm oil unquali
fied for that high clafs, fo that w e rather 
went backwards than forward under him . 
H e elTayed at firft, to expound fom c o f  the 
Greek poets' and orators by the help o f  
the Latin verfions annexed to them, in 
doing, which he fo far betrayed his igno
rance o f  that tongue, that every one o f  us 
foon became fenfible o f it, w hich obliged 
him  to fet it quite afide. H e was not 
m uch happier in thé Latin ones, though 
better acquainted, with them, and took at 
length fuch a difguft to the college method, 
that he may juilly be faid to have diverted . 
him felf with teaching us things quite op- 
poiite to it, and altogether foreign to our 
clafs, but which fuited his genius better.
It w ill not be amifs to obferve here, that 
the three ' main qùalifications that procure 
admiffion into that fociety, are quality, or 
high rank, learning and riches. O ur good

G  4 regent
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regent was one o f  the lafl: fort, being die 
ion o f  an overgrown citizen or tradef- 
m an, who brought money enough into 
the fraternity to make amends for his want 
o f  learning j and as this college was but an 
obfeure one, in comparifon to thofe w hich 
they have in their great univerfities, he 
m ight be thought perhaps good enough to 
teach here j at leaft, i f  he was not fit to do 
fo here, he cOuld be m uch lefs fo any where 
elfe. H e complied however fo far with 
the rules o f  the college, and o f  our clafs, 
as to oblige us now and then to make 
verfes, themes, verfions, and fuch low  ex- 
ercifes j but I  foon found that he did not 
give him felf the trouble o f  looking them 
over, or even, for form ’s fake, o f  com 
mending or difeommending our perform
ances according to their merit. As he was 
o f  a facetious temper, he would often fo far 
indulge his vein, as to entertain us for a 
whole hour with Tories, which were neir 
ther calculated to improve our minds, nor 
to make us in love w ith our books. A t  
length, quite tired, as he feemed, w ith the 
drudgery o f the college, he took it into his 
head to teach us heraldry, geography, and

fortification.
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fortification, inftead o f the proper leflbns 
o f  our clafs; fo that w e were forced, in 
fome meafure, to exchange books for 
maps, coats o f  arms, plans o f cities,’ 
caftles, & c. and, at length, to dabble with 
him  in clay and dirt, in order to m ake a 
variety o f  fortifications, with all their ap-r 
purtenances and proper colours j and thefe 
he took no fmall pride in ihewing to ftran- 
gers, but with this ialvo, that this was our 
and his employment only between the 
fchool hours, tho’ w e  were but too fenfi- 
ble that they took up likewife all our 
fchool-time, fo that fome days w e did no
thing elfe but that, to the negledt o f  every 
other branch o f learning that was proper 
for our clafs. A t  length, after having tri
fled away near tw o thirds o f  the year, to 
our no fmall detriment, and to m y great, 
regret, w ho was fo far behind-hand in m y 
m y learning, I  was timely relieved, as I  
thought, by a letter from ray mother, in
forming me, that the redtor o f  a fmall conr* 
vent o f Dominicans in our neighbourhood, 
was going to teach philofophy to as m any 

, young gentlemen as he could get, and in
viting me to make one o f the number,
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I  readily agreed to it, the convent being 
but a pleafant walk out o f  my native city j 
and though I found I  muft take m y leave 
o f  the claflics i f  I went, yet I thought the 
learning o f  philofophy would be both more 
creditable and ufeful, than the poor flu ff 
w hich our Jefuit taught u s ; though had 
I  been then as well acquainted with the 
fubtleties o f  T h o . Aquinas (or rather 
Ariftotle, for that is the philofophy \yhich 
the Dominicans teach) as I became after^ 
w a rd s ,' I  doubt whether I  iliould ever 
have been one o f  his difciples, at leaft by 
m y cpnfent. H owever, I le ft the college 
without any further ceremony, and having 
iacquainted four or five o f  our clafs that 
w ere m y towniboys w ith m y defign, they 
foon followed me, and at our coming to the 
redlor,- we found that he had already about 
twenty more, fome, from  a great univerfity 
about fixty miles off, others, from the 
neighbouring towns, feveral o f them mere 
dunces and ruftics, w ith no other educa^- 
tion than a little fmattcring o f  the Latin 
tongue, and not above five or fix tolerar 
bly qualified for the ftudy w e were en 
gaging in. A s  for me, whatever m y old

Francifcan
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Frariçifcan m ailer m ight depend upon as 
to the ilrength o f  m y genius andclofenefs 
o f  application, for acquiring thefe branches 
o f  learning I was ilill wanting in, yet the 
difcourageraents w hich I  had already en
countered through his mifmanagement, in  
placing me in too high a form, as well as ' 
the timei w e had trifled away in the dais 
o f  rhetoric, had m uch abated m y thirfl: 
after learning ; and the much greater dif- 
appointment I  met with under this new  
pretended teacher o f  philofophy, quite corn- 
pleated m y misfortune, by turning it into 
a downright careleiTnefs and indiiference a- 
bout it.' For tho* I was naturally quick 
enoughs and afliduous at whatever I^çould 
gain the m ailery of, and applaufe for fo 
doing, yet, whenever the cafe proved other- 
wife, no youth could be more natusally 
lazy and fupine than I  ; fo that I  cannot 
but think, on the ilr id e il recolledion I  can 
m ake, that thefe many difcourageraents fo 
clofely following one another, were rar 
ther the caufe o f  that deplorable indolence 
I fince con traded for all laudable applica
tion to iludy, than m y own natural tem
per and genius, which, had it been rightly-

dheded
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diredled and encouraged by proper motives, 
arid efpecially i f  kept under fome ilridt dif- 
cipline, m ight have eafily been enabled to 
have overcome the greateft diiRculties in 
alm oil every branch o f learning : but to re
turn, to our Dominican reftor.

' H e  began as ufual with logic, and difplay- 
ed a pretty good talent at explaining it to 
as many o f  us as had a genius for it ; for 
as to the reft, which were near two-thirds 
o f  his fchool, both he and w e could eafily 
perceive that he was only wronging them 
o f  their time and m oney, though little 
did I  think how  foon that was to be m y 
cafe : for though I took his logiç w ith fuch 
furpriiing quicknefs an4 delight, as to have 
but one competitor, and w'as become a 
great favourite o f  his, by the free and hu- 
mojrous way in w hich I ufed to put, now  
and then, fom e puzzlin g queftions to hiraj 
yet when w e came to the fécond branch, 
w hich  was Ariftotle’s phyfics,with Aquinas’s 
com m ents, I  found it fqch an pnintelligible 
jargon, and him fo little qualified to ex
plain it to us, that I became quite tired 

w ith  it ; for fom e o f  us, efpecially m y 
competitor and J, expeded at leaft that he

would
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would have made every point as clear and 
evideht to uSj as he had before in logical 
leilures, and have anfwered fuch objec*- 
tions as w e were able to raife againft ei* 
ther the dodtrines, or his expoiitions; but, 
to our great furprize, w e found- that he 
had undertaken to expound what him felf 
did not underiland, and that Aquinas’s 
fubtilities and diftindions were as m uch 
above his reach as above ours. Thus, for 
inftance, Ariftotle’s account o f  the materia 
primUi together w ith his fubtile com m en
tator’s expoiitions on it, in w hich' our 
redtor fpent above a fortnight, including 
the rubs w e threw into his w ay, appeared 
to us fuch an unintelligible heap o f  (luff, 
that, at our taking leave o f  it, to pafs 
to another point, w e made ourfelves"very 
merry' about it, and owned ourfelvei as 
m uch in the dark as w hen he- began it j 
infomuch, that he was forced to ow n he 
never could thoroughly com prehend it, 
and only delivered it to us on the autho
rity, o f  that philofopher, and o f his many 

eminent difciples o f  the Dominican, order, 
fuch as Albertus M agnus, Aquinas, & c . & c . 
I  have fince, upon running over his leffons

more
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more carefully, found reafon to do^ibt w he
ther a m uch abler head than his, would 
n o t have been as m uch at a lofs, to have 
beat it into any m an’s brain, that would 
not be fatisfied w ith  words without a 
meaning.. H ow ever, as I  plainly perceiv
ed that his c h ie f view  was to get our m o- 
,ney, w ithout troubling h im felf whether our 
progrefs was anfwerable, I  contradled by 
degrees fucha habit o f  indolence and liftleff- 
nefs to all he faid (efpecially as he had got 
a Angular knack at extricating him felf, 
w h en  clofely preffed, by fom c facetious 
jo k e  or merry llory) that I  wrote his lec
tures, and. heard his jexpofitions, without 
any attention, or offering any objedlion, 
unlefs it was in the jocund w ay, and to 
enliven our drooping fpirits, and without 

troubling m yfelf whether what he faid or 

anfwered was .right or wrong.

I  know  not whether it was not ow ing to. 

his perceiving this liilleffnefs in  us, that he 
began to raife our expedlation and hopes 

thatihis m etaphyfics, w hich  was foon to 
fo llow , would prove more delightful to us. 
W e  did indeed e x p e d  it, from  the nature o f  

the fubjeds it treats of, and were not a little
im pa-
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impatient to have this quarter finiilied, that 
w e m ight enter into a more entertaining 
field : but when w e found ourfelves no lefs 
difappointed in this, it only dam ped out 
fpirits the m ore, and gave me a IHll 
greater diflike to the jargon o f  the fchool, 
fo that by that tim e w e entered into the 
laft quarter, when ethics were to be the 
n ew  fubjedt o f his ledtures, and m ight 
have otherwife proved m ore ufeful and en
tertaining to us, i f  it had been handled by 
a  more proper perfon, w e were grown fo 
tired and out o f  conceit w ith him , that w e 
reaped no more benefit from  it than w e  
had from the r e ft ; and inftead o f  tiiverting 

ourfelves w ith  repetitions and difputes a- 
bout his leflbns, as w e ufed to do at firft, 
w e  ftudied to forget every fubjedt he had 
difeufled to usv as foon as w e were got 
out o f  his fight. T h u s having murdered, 
as I m ay fay, another year, w e w ere dif- 

mifled, not without great applaufe and 
compliments to fom e o f  us, on account o f  

our parts and proficiency. B u t * i f  I m ay 

judge o f  the reft by m yfelf, to w hoth  he 

was always pleafed to allow the firft rank, 
I am fure his praifes were ill beftow ed as

to
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to aay benefit w e had reaped from  his 
pains and ou rs: however, I  was b y  that 
tim e become fo great a favourite to him , 
that he afterwards left no means nor ca- 
refies untried to induce m e to enter into 
their order, and I believe, in the mind I 
then was in, he m ight eafily have prevail
ed, had not m y mother ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed it. I was fenfible o f  m y deficiency 
in all the branches o f  learning 1. had hi
therto gone through, by the m ifconduit o f  

thofe under whom  I  had learned, and 
could eafily'fee what dunces both m y old 
Francifcan mafter and this Dominican rec
tor were, though they pafled for able menj 
and where could I better conceal m y ow n 
defeats and ignorance than under a monk-^ 
iih  habit, w hich would, at leaft, give 

one the reputation o f  learning ? But this I 

had taken care to conceal from her, partly 
put o f  pride, and partly to prevent her 

taking it 'to heart, and our reilor had ad- 
drefs enough to make her believe !  was a 
prodigy* confidering how  young I ftill was, 
and to perfuade her to fend me to the 
next univerfity, and to learn theology 

there, promifing to give me fuch a recom
mendation
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tliendation to the Dominicans w ho taught 
it there, as well as the Jefuits, that no 
pains fliould be fpared to make m e iliinc 
in the world. She eafily confented to k; 
and he gave me a certificate direfled to the 
prior o f  their convent at that great cit}% 
tcftifying that I had gone thro’ a courfe 
o f  philofophy, and was ht to be admitted 
^ ftudent in theology> to which he tacked 
fome farther com m endations; all w hich 
could be o f  lio fervice to me, unlefs I re- 
folved to go and learn under the D om ini
cans, for the Jefuits would hardly have 
admitted m e to that clafs, before I  had' 
gone a new courfe through their philofo- 
phy. It had been, indeed, m uch better 
for m e to have Chofen the latter, confider- 
ing the little proficiency I  had made in it^ ' 
but rny pride, and the fear o f  difobliging 
m y mother, determined me to the for

m er, and I offered m yfelf adcordingly, and 

was readily admitted a fiudent under tw o 
very reverend redtors, the one for the 

*. morning, and the other for the afternoon j 
both very graye and learned, indeed, in their 
way i but, upon my firft admittance, the 
fchool appeared to m e like a new  w orld,

H  w here
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' where I was looked upon as a little rat^ 
ftrippling, too ydiing quite, in all appear
ance, to herd among the reft o f  the ftu- 
dents, fome o f whom  were twice m y age,̂  
and -none by many years fo young as I. 
W h at was ftill more difcouraging was, that 
here was no diftin<ftion made between thofe 
w h o  had already ftudied near two years

* (for the whole courfe o f  theology lafts two 
w hole years) and thofe w ho were but 
n®vly admitted. T h e  fame ledures were 
read and expounded to all alike, and in the 
ufual courfe, fo that thofe who came not 
at the very beginning, had no other chance, 
but at the end, to put middle and both 
ends together as well as they could, which 
m ade the old̂  ftanders alTume fuch an over
bearing air over the new ones, as was alto
gether m ortifyingfat leaft it proved fo to m e,’ 
w h o never had, till theni leen my ichooL- 
fellow s fo m uch above me.
I m ay fairly date the completion o f  my 
ruin from  the time o f  m y coming, to this 
populous place, on more accounts than o n e: 
for firft, the city was a noble, great one, 
full o f  gentry and nobility, o f  coaches,, and 
all kinds o f  grandeur, all which did greatly

aifeit
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a^eft fcnCj w h o had never feeh fo rliuch 
by far o f  the beau monde, neither in my 
native city, nor in the archiepifcopal one, 
where I had iludied under the Jefuits* 
adly, 1 had been already cloyed with 
Aquinas’s philofophy, when I had no fuch 
bright tempting objects dancing before m y 
eyes>, what likelihood could there be that 
fuch a fchool as this, ihould reconcile me 
to the more refined and unintelligible fub- 
tilities o f his theology, .efpecially cor^dst- 
ing the difadvantages we late comers were 

■ forced to labour under, and the high ifate 

w hich our two redlprs took' upon them ? 
for here was no room for objefting, dr even 
defiring a point or a term to be explained, 
and we had nothing to do but to write 
what they didtated, 'and take  ̂their expofi- 
tibns for found dodlrine. Even thofe vvht) 
had iludied longcft under them, and were 
looked upon as the brighteft, were not in
dulged to ftart a difficulty, though the oc- 
cafion was ever fo fair; all w hich  dam ped 

, m y fpirits, who had never been ufed to 
fuch a teiiraint, and had, moreover, the 
mortification to fee m yfelf placed in the 
loweft rank, w ho had, till then, been

H  2 mofUy
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fnoilly at thé head, that I grew  by degrees 
quite out o f  conceit both with m yfelf and 
w ith the fehooi. W h at added flill more 
to m y difeontentednefs was, that I boarded 
at fom c near relations in one o f  the fuburbs 
o f  the city, and at a great diftance ,from 
the convent, and thefe com m only dined fo  
late, that I muft either take up with an 
irregular meal, or com e near an hour aftei* 
the reft to the fchool. I  did indeed pre
fer 'the firft for fom e tim e ,, but grew  by 
degrees weary o f  it, as the' ftudy I was 
upon grew  fefs engaging to me j fo that 
though I tpot up as little time as I  could 
at m y dinner, yet one h a lf hour, at leaft, 
was loft by it,' and our redtor had didated 
fom e pages ;of matter to the reft^ w h ich , 
after fchool wa& over, I  ufed to copy out 
o f  the manuferipts o f  fome o f  my fc h o o l- . 
fellows. O ur redtor having more than 
once obferved what irregular hours I kept, 
was fo kind as to give m e 'a  civil repri
mand, and not expedting, perhaps, a re
ply to it, was going on w ith  his ledture, 
but I had been fo little ufed to make anfvi^ers 
to it in dum b ftiow, as I obferved many 
o f  his hearers were forced to do, that I  ‘

bluml'/
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bluntly told him the occaGon, aflurlng 
him, that I had not influence enough in 
the fam ily to prevail on them to alter their 
hours.
T h e  good father not approving o f m y ex- 
cufe, which plainly fliewed that I could 
not forego m y dinner for his leflbns, and 
m ight be an ill precedent to fome o f the 
reft, feemed rather inclined to lay the fault 
on m y being better pleafed w ith thofe late 
hours o f dining, or elfe he thought I  m ight 
eaflly perfuade m y relations to alter their 
method on my account. But whether, fo 
or not, he -infifted, and reafonably enough, 
that I ihould conform to the fchool-hours, 
whatever inconveniency it m ight put m e 
as to m y dinner, I  was feniible o f  the 
juftnefs o f  his reproof, and after having 
been often at high words with m y relati
ons (for they were fully paid for m y board) 
to no purpofe, and tried to conform to the 
fchool-hours for fome time; I  grew  weary 
o f it, and having nobody to controul m e, 
w hich proved my greateft misfortune, I  
quite forfook the afternoon ledures, and 

' fpent that time in fauntring about the city 
and country adjacent, viewing the build-

H .3 , intf>
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Ings, and fometimes taking plans and vlf- 
toes, o f  fuch places as pleafed m e, but 
without any other defign than to divert 
myfelf; I  was, however, furprifed fopn 
after, to find m yfelf interrogated by our 
m orning profeflbr, about the reafon o f m y 
not coming to the afternoon leilures. 
W h eth er m y quondam mafter o f philofo- 
phy had wrote any thing particularly con
cerning his ejipedlation o f  getting me into 

. their order ■ or not, I knew  not, but I was 
in a genteel manner given to underftand by 
this, that I  ought to look on it as a fin- 
gular favour that they fo far concerned 
themfelves about m e. W h a t anfwer I 
made him , befides m y thanking him  for 
his care, I cannot recolledl: j but though we 
parted good friends, I  foon after forfook 
h1s ledlure alfo, and. from that time minded 
liu le  elfe but m y own pleafures, w hich, 
though altogether o f  the innocent kind, 
fometimes with the fair fex, at other times 
in viewing the curiofities o f  the place, or 
making folitary- excurfions, and the like j 

. yet were not without fome pungent remorfe, 
as they tended to little elfe but to inure 
me to a habit of'indolence and carelefs 

.. inaitir.
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inadUvity. A t fome intervals, indeed, I  
tried to read over all m y manufcripts both 
in philofophy and theology, but ftill fo dif- 
gufted with them, that I never had the pa
tience to go through them.
I  had before this fent fome complaining 
letters to my mother, as Well as meflages 
by word o f mouth by fome o f  my townf- 
men, who had been witnefles g f  the bad 
hours we kept, and to whom  I  had re
lated the inconveniency it had, put to, wdth 
relation to my ftudies j and ihe, good w o
man, thinking that I took it more to heart 
than I did, fent me a fmall fupply to con
vey me to Avignon, where I was to meet 
an old rich counfellor o f  our town, who 
was gone to fpend fome time in that famed 
city. H e had no children o f  his own, but 
fome nephews, one o f  which-he de/igsied 
to breed up a fcholar under me, in conii- 
deration o f  which I was to lodge and board 
with the uncle, till I could better provide 
for myfelf. A s this was likely to be a kind 
o f  change for the better for me, as w ell 
as an eafement to m y mother, whofe ftrait 

■ circumftances could hardly' perrnit her to 
he at fuch expence for m y education, I

H 4 niadg
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made no delay to go dow n to Avignon, 
where I found the old gentleman ready to 
receive me, and, a day or tw o after, en-r 
tered'into m y new office o f  tutor to his 

' nephew, who had already made fome pro- 
grefs in the Latin Grammar. I had not 
been long there before I  got acquainted 
w ith  a young abbe, or candidate for prieftly 
orders, a countryman o f  mine, and an in
genious young man, o f fome learning; and 
h e finding that I had ftudied philofophy 
and theology under the Dominicans, in
troduced me to one o f  their profeflbrs in 
this city, by whom  I was courteoufly re
ceived, and foon after admitted to be one 
o f  his difciples. T h is  father, w ho was a, 
man o f Angular niodefty and humanity, 
and was reputed a faint, paid me an un
com m on regard upon m y firft admiffion 
to his iedures, and made an apology to 
the reft o f  his fcholars for recapitulating 
fome o f  his former lefibns and expofitions, 
in gratianiy as he was pleafed to word it, 

charijjimi noftri novi difcipuliy that I  m ight 
the better underftand w hat he was then, 
and afterwards, to deliver to us. T h is  
great condefcenfibn, which had not been

ftiewed
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(hewed to me by either o f  the profelTors 
o f  the lart: univeriity, and which I fince 
underftood was not ufual am ong them, did 
highly oblige m e, and I would have been 
glad to have made fuch a proficiency 
under him, as m ight have, in fom e m ea- 
fure, anfwered his Angular kindneis to m e, 
w hich he iUll continued to exprefe all the 
time I went to hear him , ‘ but m y m isfor-. 
tune was, that I was ilill fo unacquainted 
as well as diiguiled at the fubtilities o f  the 
fchool, and m et with fuch crampt diftinc- 
tions and technical terms, I \yas ftill a  
ftranger to, and was alfhamed to a lk  the 
meaning o f from any o f  the fcholars, w ho 
were far enough from  thinking me fo great 

a novice to the language o f  the Thom ifts, 
that I  began again, in, fpite o f  all his ca- 
refles, and m y own eager defires, to ds- 
fpair o f  ever becoming a theologian j and 
thefe difficulties added to the lazy and 
unthinking habit I  ‘had fo long indulged, 
made me at length forbear going any more 

to hear him.
I  have already hinted that m y m other’s cir- 

cumftances were too narrow for the expence 
X had already put her to, and m y father

was
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was íHll more unable to give her any afllil- 
anee in it, though he w asrnot a little 
pleafed at the great progrefs he was told I 
had made for m y years. ' H er hopes and 

. mine were, indeed, that I  m ight by that 
means introduce m yfelf as a tutor into fome 
good fam ily, andfaveherall farther charges. 
But I bad' been fo far neglected in the o- 
ther parts o f m y education, had fo little 
addrefs or politenefs,' and kn ew  fa  little 
o f  the world, that I  could not look upon 
m y fe lf as fit for fuch an employment a- 
m ong • perfons abpve the common rank, 
and m y pride would not let m e aim at any 
thing below  it j  fo that inftead o f  trying 
as I m ight, and ought to have done, I was 
rather become carelelfs and indifferent a- 
bout it, and I  was indeed both too young 
and too naturally unfit for it. N otw ith- 
ilanding w hich, fome o f  m y acquaintance, 
unknown or undefired, got m e into a mid+ 
dling fam ily, where I was upon fomewhat 
better terms than w ith m y old counfellof} 
but the overgrown youth, w h o was put 
under m y care, and was rpuch older, and 
taller by the head and fhoulders than I, 
had, by that time, con trailed fuch an in "̂

dolence,
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lence, or rather averfenefs, both to the 
Latin tongue, and to other laudable ftudies, 
that had I  been ever Co diligent in teach
ing him , it would have been to little pur- 
pofe, becaufe, as I foon found, he wanted, 
parts as w ell as inclination for ftudy j fo 
that w e fpent more o f  our time in play
ing on the violin and flute than at our 
books. H is mother, w ho heard us at it 
longer and oftner than ihe thought was 
cbniiftent with the progreis flie expedted 
him  to make under me, complained more 
than once o f  it to m e ; upon which I  
made no difiiculty to tell her, that a greater 
degree o f  application would rather confirm 
him in his averfenefs, than reconcile him 
to his ftudy, as he had fo fmall a capacity 
for it. I left this foon after for. a better 
place with a perfon o f  diftiodtion, w h o jn -  
trufted two ions o f  his to m y care, both 
very young, and fpoiled by the mother, 
that the eldeft, above feven years o f  age, 
could but juft read, and neither o f  them  
inclined to learn. I tried what I could to 
bring them to it, but to little .purpbfc, ex
cept adittle hiftory, which the eldeft took 
(l)or? freely to, but the m other’s indul.-

gence
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gcnce was not the only obftacle, and as 
ih e was a fprightly lady, and her fpoufc 
fom ewhat heavy, though not old, I  foon 
found by her behaviour, arid her parting 
beds w ith  him  foon after m y com ing, 
that, ihe would have been better pleafed I 
had transferred m y care from them to h e r ; 
and as I was naturally fond o f  ingratiating 
m y fe lf w ith  the fex, I indulged her in all 
her little foibles, but without having the 
lead deiign o f  going farther than a bare 
complaifance, in order to gain her eftcem ' 
and admiration, rather than her affedion, 
arid to. fatisfy m y ow n vanity, rather than 
cherifl;! a dangerous pa[flion for her. T h is  

. made me to take freqijent occafions to re
commend m yfelf by falfe merit, iince I  
had no real one that could do it, by pre- 
teriding to more virtue and religion than I 
had, and to palliate the low  circumftances 
o f  m y parents by fom e vain excufes, and 
pretences, ail which I did w ith  fo, little 
caution, and in fo aukward a manner, as 
made m e appear rather more defpicable in 
her eyes, confidering the mean appearance 
I made, and which was owing chiefly to 
m y ow n Jiegligence and bad oeconomy.

A ll
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A ll there difadvantages, however, might 
have been eafily overlooked, and I m ight 
have been readily fufFered to indulge’m y ow a 
prevailing paflion, i f  I could but have 
ihewed more concern for hersr 
It is not m y defign to dwell on fuch feenes 
as thefe, much lefs to aferibe m y negledt 
and overlooking the feveral diftant offers 
made by fo agreeable a perfon to m y own 
virtue. I  might more juftly impute it to 
m y'natural iheepiih baflffulnefs, and un
experienced youth ; however, after a fix 
month’s ftay, and fome vifible proofs that 
it was not in m y povyer to  conquer it, I  
perceived a flrangei coïdnefs to fucceed, 
w hich made me think it would not, be long 
before I  was difeharged. She. was foon 
aftervvifited by fome relations, w ho per- 
fuaded her to go and fpend ibme part »of 
thefum m er with them about twenty miles 
off. They,' efpecially the gentlemen, af- 
fed ed  the air o f  libertines, and ail o f  them  
exprefled a fingular contempt for the ftt- 
perftitions o f  the church o f  R om e, by 
which I guefled them to be concealed Pro- 
teftants, o f  whom there were great num
bers in Languedoc, Provence, - Dauphinee,

and
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àfid I have had fince reafon to thirik, thaÉ 
m y young lady was fo likewife, by her lighÉ 
behaviour at church, and on other occaii- 

.ons. I  had fom e fmall difputes with them^ 
being then very zealous for that church, 
but they knpwing that I  had ftudied divi
nity, and fearing, I fuppofe, left too ea
ger an oppofition to what I  urged againft 
them  ihould caufe a difcovery, they de
clined entering the lift with m e any far
ther, and I then found, for thé firft time, 
that the Proteftants had more to fay for 
themfelves than I had ever imagined j for 
the divinity w e were taught at the fchools 
feldom meddled with the controverfies be
tween us and the Proteftants, fo that 
had it not been for fear, thofe gentlem en, 
I  found, m ight eafily have foiled rrie, not- 
wiihftanding all m y theology. T h e  lady 
was preparing' for her journey, and was to 
take her fons w ith  her, yet kept me in 
fufpenfe whether I  was to accompany her, 
or ftay with her huiband, or be difcharged. 
I  have had reafon to think iince, that flie 
had an end in it j but' finding my behavi
our ftill aukw ard. and unpromifing, not- 
withftanding fom e freih eifays, w hich I

. .did

   
  



( m  )

did not then fo well comprehend, ihe left 
it to her huiband, w ho was a perfon that 
cared for nothing but his bottle, and left 
her. to do as ihe pleafed in every thing elfe, 
to acquaint me with the news that they 
ihduld have no farther occafion for m e, 
I was more grieved than furprifed at if, 
w hich, ihe perceiving, occaiioned one 
more fnare to be laid by means o f  the 
chambermaid, which proving ilill unfuc- 
cefsful, and this was the very night before 
they were to fet out, I  was defpifed and 
laughed at, and given to underftand, that 
I  might thank m yfelf i f  the lady and I 
went different ways.
I  have already hinted that virtue iand reli
gion had little or ho iliare in m y difap- 
pointing her, but rather a yanity o f  being 
thought more chafte than I  rcall^.w as, 
which kept m e fo indeed, as to the, ad:,' 
not only on this, but many other ren
counters, though in heart and thought 
few  men were more ftrangers to that vir
tue than I, even at thofe tender years j. and 
thoqgh religion, w hich, in all m y fooliih 
extravagancies, I never once loft fight of,

held ftill fome check on m y m ind, yet 
. it
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ît could hardly turn even the fcale againit 
any favourite paflion o f  mine, farther than 
to m ake me condemn m yfelf after having 
yielded ^  it j fo that it was rather the fear 
o f 'a  repulfe, or fome other or worfe con- 
fequence that kept m e from fliew ing an 

. equal ardor for her, whatever opinion m y 
different behaviour might give her o f  m e.

com pany and ihe were no fooner 
gone than I took the road to Avignon, 
where I  heard that m y old counfellor was 
gone home, w ith his nephews, to m y no 
fmall grief, efpecially as m y pockets were 
then lo w } the w idow  where w e had 
boarded very poor, and I had fo few  
acquaintance in that city j however^ I ven-“ 
tured to flay w ith her till I could -write to 
m y m other for .a frefh fupply, or till fomc- 
thing better fell in m y way, though I had 
little reafon to expedt any fuccefs from ei
th er} being by this time become very 
ihabby in cloaths arid linnep, and more 
indolent and inadtive than ever. T o  w'ard 
off, as m uch as poffible, the pungent mor
tification o f  m y prefent circumftances, I  
had recourfe .to m y old ftratagem, o f  cloath- 
in g m yfelf with fome falfe merit for want

• o f
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b f a great one» and o f  pretending to be a 
fuíFerer for religion for a too great attach
ment to the church, and laying m oil o f  
the blame on m y own fatherj as ufing 
m e the more feverely on that account j all 
w hich, though abominably falfe in every 
refpedl, yet being too eafily liftened to by 
fome o f  m y acquaintance, efpecially among 

-the friars, did gain m e fo m uch pity and, 
. admiration, as foothed m y vanity for the 

prefent, though it did not anfwer the 
main end I propofed, its introducing me 
into .fom é nevî  fam ily as a tutor* and at 
the fame time accounting, in fome tolera
ble meafure, for the mean appearance I  
then made.
I  was about the fame time informed thatI
the famed fair o f  Bancaire,, a city in Lan
guedoc, on the R hone, and one o f  the 
largeft fairs in Europe, was at hand, and 
that among the great concourfe at it, I  
m ight meet with fome o f  m y ow n tow nf- 

men, from whom  I  m ight get a freih fup- 
ply. I  went accordingly, and found there 
feveral merchants o f m y acquaintance, w h o  
furniihed me with as inuch money for the 
prefent, as would ju ft ferve, but, on the

I  next
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next day, w hen I expedled to hâve re
ceived a m uch’ larger fum , I only rilet 
with a fevere reprimand for my mean ap
pearance, and for not having made a better 
ufe o f  the opportunities I had had o f dif- 
charging my mother from all future ex- 
pénces on m y account. I  excufed it as 
w ell as I  could to them , they being no 
ilrangers to the great poverty, not to fay 
univerfal mifery, that then feigned at A - 
vignon, where the ftreets abounded with 
people, who, from  living very comforta
bly, and fome o f  them richly^ on the filk 
manufaflUre o f  the place, were, on the decay 
o f  it, reduced to the loweft degree o f  beg
gary. T h ey  told me, that though that was 
too ’ truly the cafe o f the tradefmen, yet^ 
the priefts and monks lived in as much 
plenty as ever, and a lad o f  m y parts and 
learning m ight eafily have found means to 
have recommended him felf. to fome o f 
them , inftead o f  appearing in fuch a guife 
as I did, and w hich they faid made them 
apprehenfive I had taken up fome ill 
courfes. T h is  cenfure, which was no lefs 
unjuft than fevere, i f  they fpoke what they 
thought, did cut me to the heart ; for no

youth
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.youtî") cduld be m ore.free from the. vices 
of-drinking, gaming, intriguing, & c . than 
I was. Happy it would have been for. 
me i f  I  could have as eafily difculpated 
m yfelf from thofe o f indolence, vanity, 
and bad œconomy ; for theiè were the. 
true fources of- my misfortunes, infomuch 
that I am perfuaded, if  they had füpplied 
me with as great a fum , as I could in 
reafon have deiired, I ihould have been 
induced, to have laid out the greateft part 
o f  it in fuch curious nicknacks. and trifles 
as that fair affords, efpecially o f  the muii- 

cal kind j for I had already, in that fhort 
interval, agreed for a good number o f 
them } but whether they had fet any body 
to watch m y motions, and gueffed at the 
prepofterous ufe I ihould make o f what 
money they might lend m e, or whateve? 
other reafon they m ight have,' they abfo- 
lutely rehafed^to'let me have even fo m uch 
as would bring me back to Avignon ; fo 
that one may eafily imagine the difmal 

• plight I was in all the way thither, to fay 
nothing o f  that mortification I fliould meet 
with among my acquaintance there ^t m y 
ill fuccefs, I found, however, a plaufible 

, I 2 excufs
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excufe for it, by pretending that 1 was 
com e a day or tw o too late, and that the 
merchants were, by that time, fo ihort o f  
caih that they could not fupply me, but 
that they w ould remit m e what I wanted 
foon after their return home. I  likew ife 
told m y old. landlady, to whom  I  was 
hardly indebted for a quarter o f  a year’s 
board and lodging, that I expeded two o f  
them  to be there ihortly at an approaching 
fair, which was adually true, and ihe 
k n ew  and dealt w ith one o f them for fome 
fort o f  goods, fo that had I had the pa • 
tien ceto  have ftaid till then, m y mother, 
w ho had exprefled no fm all refentment at 
their ungenerous refufal, w ould not have 
failed fending me a freih fupply by them  i 
whereas,, hearing-that I  had left the place, 
'ihe fent only what would pay the poor w o
m an, whilft I, unknown to her, or any one 
elfe, had taken a refolution to return hom e, 
bare as I  was o f  rnoney a'nd cloaths.
I  lately took notice o f  m y iham eful pre
tence o f  being a kind o f  fuiferer for reli
gion, to fome o f  m y acquaintance, and' 
tho ’ vanity and m y then ill plight was m y 
only incentive to it, I  began n ow  to think

it
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it might be made a means o f  facilitating' 
m y long journey hom ew ards; I  went ac
cordingly and furniihed m yfelf w ith a kind 
o f  pafs, or certificate, at a proper office, 
fignifying that I was a young iludent in 
theology, o f  Iriih extrait, and that I  had 
left the country for the fake o f  religion, 
by which is com m only implied the R o 
man Catholic, and that I was then going 
on a pilgrimage to R om e. T hi§ abfurd 
and falíé aíTertion c o il.m e  fince many a 

' iham eful lye to m ake it pafs for current, 
cfpecially as often as I  met with any per- 
fons w ho had any tolerable knowledge o f  
Iriih affairs, to w hich I was an utter 
ilranger. I  did, indeed, know  feveral 
Engliih  and Iriih, w ho h a d . followed king 
James’s fortune, and were well refpeiled 
in France, Italy, & c, but m y vanity could 
not be ifetisfied with the credit o f  paffing 
for the fon o f  fome one o f  them j I  wanted 
to have it thought m y own voluntary a d , 
that I forfook that country and m y parents,

. and fortune, for the fake o f  religion. H ad 
the fecretary, from whom  J had procured 
that certificate, been ever fo little diffident, 

jm y  very name, w hich had nothing o f  Iriih

1 3 '
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ur Engliil'i, but which m y pride would not 
' let me forego, becaufe it had fomething 

of quality in it, would eaiily have difco-r 
vcred the roguery o f the pretence j and 
this I mention to ihew  m y raihnefs and 
ignorance, o f  wfiich I ihall give a fur- 

jh e r  inftance, in the method I took 
immediately after obtaining the pàfs, to 
equip m yfelf in a pilgrim ’s garb j for I was 
not in a condition to purchafe one, tho’ 
it confided only o f  a long ftaff handfomely 
turned, and a fhort leathern. or oil-cloth 
cloak, not unlike w hat the wom en call a 

pelerine. H ow ever, I  had obferved fuch a 
one in a chapel belonging to a pariilir 
church, and dedicated to a niiraculous faint, 
w hich, I fuppofe, had been fet up there as 
a monument o f  gratitude by fome wan^ 
dering pilgrim com e to the end o f h ii jour
ney. T h e  chapel was never without a 
number o f  devotees, who prayed and burnt 
tapers before the image o f  the faint j but 
this did not deter me from  venturing in, 
and taking both ila ff and cloak away at 

noon-day j had I been examined about it, 
I  was only furnifiied with a juvenile pre- 
fence, that I looked upon it to be fet up

thçrs
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there to accommodate fueh pilgrims as 
could not otherwife provide themfelves with 
it. H ow  far fuch a poor excufe might have 
gone I know not, neither did I trouble 
m y head about it j however, I efcaped 
without fuch. an enquiry, and carried it off 
unmolefted, and made what hafte I could ' 
to fome private corner, where I threw the . 
cloak over my ilioulders, and walked with 
a ian£lified gravity with the ñaíF in m y 
hand, till 1 was got opt o f the city,.
Being thus accoutred, and furniflied with 
a pais to m y mind, I  began at all prqpet' 
places to beg my way in a fluent Latin j 
accofting only clergymen, ■ or perfons 

o f  figure, by whom  I could be under- 
flood, and was m oil likely to be relieved i 
and I found them m oilly fo generous-, and 
credulous, that had I  had the leaft prppea-r 
flty to provide for hereafter, I m ight eafily 
have faved a good deal o f  money, and put 
m yfelf into a much mpre creditable garb, 
before I had gone through a, fcore or two 

■ o f  miles j but fuch was m y vanity and ex
travagance, that as foon as I had gót what 
I thought a fufficient viaticum, I begged 
po more, but viewed eveiy thing worth

I a  feeing,
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feeing, then retired to fom e inn, where 
I  ipent m y m oney as freely as I got it, 
not without fom e fuch aukward tokens o f  
generoiity, as better fuited w ith m y vanity 
than m y prefent circumftances. T h e  nearer 
I  drew to m y native place, the more irre- 
folute I  grew , whether I  ihould pay a vi- 
fit to m y m other, or continue m y journey 
to R o m e ; the concern I  knew  ihe m uft 
be in about m c, ftrongly inclined m e to 
the former, but m y uncom m on mean garb, 
w hich  was become only more fcandalouS 
by the length o f  the journey, made m e fo 
aiham ed to be feen either by her, or , any 
o f  m y friends, that I  fully refolved on the 
latter. I  had, in order to it, wheeled a-̂  
bout to the left, to leave the place at fome 
tw enty or thirty miles diftance, and was 
got into a fmall town where I  little ex

pected to be know n, when venturing oh 
the Sunday into the church, • at the time o f  
high mafs, I  was furprifed to fee fome 
perfons, efp ecia lly ' tw o or three gentler 
w om en, w hofe ch ie f refidencc was at 
m y native city, but w h o it feems were 
fpending p art,o f the fumnier at that place, 
and w ho, in fpight o f  m y being thus

tranf̂
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tranfmogrified, did eafily recall me to mind, 
and gave m e to underftand they did. I  
was fo ihocked at it, that I left the church 
at the m oil folemn part o f  the fervice, 
when they were m oil intent on their de
votions, not caring to iland an exam en 
from  them , and made the beil o f  m y w ay 
through private paths, to avoid being caught 
i f  purfued. W hether I was fo «I know  
not, but the fight o f  them m ade fuch  a 
ilrong impreffiort on m y mind, and raifed 
fuch an earneil deiire in me o f  feeing 
once more that beloved, city, efpecially 
confidering that it was- now  impoffible to 
conceal either m y way o f  travelliiig, or 
mean appearance from m y friends, that as 

foon as I thought h iyfe lf out o f  the reach 
o f  a purfuit, I  took the diredl road home
ward, w ith an intent to go and fatisfy m y 
poor anxious mother, before, ihe got. the 
intelligence from pther hands, and confult 

w ith her, whether I  ihould purfue m y 
journey to Rom e, or get into any other 
w ay fhe liked better. And I only took care 
to enter the city in the dusk o f  the even
ing, and got to her houfe unperceived byany but thofe o f the ikmily.

' M y

   
  



( J22 )

M y  poor m other was glad to fee m e, tho’ 
forry to behold, the mean garb 1 was in, 
and failed not, though with her ufual ten- 
dernefs, to chide m e, for having made fo 
bad an ufe o f  the opportunities, ihe fup- 
pofed I  had had, o f  puihing m y fortune, 
w hich, ihe kn ew  as w ell as I, was but too 
m uch ow ing to m y indolence. M uch 
more reafon would ihe have had to chide 
m e, had Ihe known how  m uch o f  m y 
time I  had trifled aw ay during the lail 
year and h a lf I  had been abfent from her j 
but that I conceal.ed from her, and the 
good wom an was fonietimes inclined to 
think, that m y too great eagernefs after 
m y ftudies had made m e negleil every 
thing elfe. But 1 was greatly furprifed 
at the end o f  tvvo or three days, during 
w hich I had kept as much from  iight as 
I could, .to  hear herpropofe to m e, iince 
I  had found out fo cheap, fafe, and eafy 
a way o f travelling, to go and pay a vifit 
to m y father, w ho then lived fome hun
dreds o f  miles from her, and try what I 
could get him  to do for me j and I had 
the more reafon to wonder at her propo- 
fal, becaufe ihe knew , as well as I, that a

tradef»
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tradefman o f our tow n, who had been 
with him about tw o or three years before, 
had brought us a veryindiffererit account 
o f  his circumftances. T h is made me fu- 
fpeft that a coufin o f mine, and a great fa
vourite o f hers, whofe fortune was in no 
wife fuitable to his high fpirit, had put 
that ftrange projeif in her head, that I  
m ight be far enough out o f the way o f  
obilrudting her kindnefs to him. W h e 
ther there was any real foundation for m y 
fufpicion, 1 cannot fay,' but the furprize 
ihe, obferved me to be in at her propofal, 
made fuch an" impreffion upon her, that 
ihe forgot nothing-that could aflure me o f  
her maternal and. unalterable tendernefs,

■ alledging that ihe only wanted to be bet
ter fatisfied o f  the condition m y father was 
in, than flie was from the report o f  the , 
tradefman above irientioned, and adding, 
that in cafe I found it not to m y liking, 
and him as tender as I  m ight expedl, fhe 
charged me cxprefsly.to  leave hitn, and 
come back to her as foon as poffible, and 
by no means’ to ftay longer than a year
from her, unlefs I could convince her that •
it was very much to my advantage.

Being
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Being thus far fatisfied o f her maternal af
fection, I  eaiily confented to take the 
journey, having by that time contracted 
an inclination to ramble and fee new  coun
tries, and as it was a long and dangerous 
One, w e thought it improper to alter m y 
drefs, the meanefs o f  w hich  would rather 
be a fafeguard j however, ftie thought fit 
to  few  up a fmall quantity o f  gold to m y 
cloaths, w hich, (he faid, would ferve to buy 
m e fome better ones, when I  came near 
the' end o f  m y journey. M y  ilaiF and 
cloak, w ith  the addition o f  a long loofe 
gow n, made o f  a light kind o f  black buck
ram  to cover the reft from duft, were fent 
by a m an to a place on the road, about 
four miles o ff j and very early in the morn
ing I took a forrowful leave o f  m y m o
ther, and ihe o f  m e, and ihe repeated 
her charge to m e to return to her, i f  I  did 
not find things to m y iatisfaCtion. W h en  
I  came to the place where m y pilgrim's 
drefs waited for m e, I  put it on, and went 
on not without a heavy heart, tho’ w ith
out the leaft doubt o f m y mother’s con- 
ftant affection.' M y  direCt rout vvas thro* 
the firft great univerfity where I had bc-

gan
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gan to ftudy theology, fo that 1 was forced 
to wheel about to avoid it, for fear o f  being 
known. A ll  the reft o f  the w ay I was an 
utter ftranger to, and I met frequently w ith 
fom e obje^s that m ade me ihrink, tho’ it 
was a confiderable high road^ now  and then 
at fome lonely place lay the carcafeof a man 
rotting and ftinking on the ground by the 
way-fide, w ith a rope about his neck, 
w hich  was faftened to a poft about tw o 
or three yards diftance, and thefe were the 
bodies o f  highwaymen, or rather o f  fol- 
diers, failors, mariners, or even galley- 
llaves, diibanded after the peace, o f  R ef- 
w ick , who, having neither hom e nor occu
pation, ufed to infeft the roads in troops, 
plunder towns and villages, and when ta
ken were hanged at. the county-town by 
dozens, or even Icores Ibmetimes, after 
w hich their bodies were thus expoied a- 
long the highway in terrorem. A t  other 
places one met with crofles, either o f  w ood 
or ftone, the higheft not above tw o or 
three feet, w ith infcriptions to this pur
port } “  pray for the foul o f  A . B . or o f  a 

*< ftranger that was found murdered on this 
* fpot,’ ’ T hefe deterring objects made m e

willing
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Willing to aiTociate m yfelf to f6me fel
low-travellers' whom  I met on the fame 
road j but fuch was m y vanity, that I never 
renewed the pilgrim’s trade o f begging 
whilft any o f  my money lafted, but was 
rather laviih o f it on fome o f  them, tho’

• I  know  not how foon I  m ight feel the 
w ant o f  itj and I had not refumed it long
before I met w ith fuch a mortification as

\

made me heartily repent o f  m y folly. I 
was to go through the- celebrated city Of 
Lyons, abounding with ¿he finefl buildings 
and other curiofities, w hich I was very de- 
iirous to fee j and when I came to one o f 
the gates, was asked by an officer, in a li
very like our beadles, whether I  wanted a 
viaticum ? N ot knowing the confequence o f  
his queftion, I anfwered in the affirmative, 
and was bid immediately to follow him. I  
was furprifed at the length o f  the w ay he 
led^me, and obferved feverali^ e churches, 
palaces, fquares, & c . which I ftood ftill 
to admire, but was not fuffered to do fo 
long Î and at length, after about an hour 
and half’ŝ  good walking, was told, that 
that was the oppofite gate at w h ich ,! was

to
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to go out and purfue m y journey ; he then 
clapped a couple o f  pence into my hand, 
and told me, that I m uft not venture back 
into the city under fome fevere puniih- 
mcnt, and left m e quite aftoniihed and 
unable to reply. A s ibon as I had reco
vered m yfelf, I  began to refledlon m y ex
travagance and difappointment in a m oft 
lively manner, but thought it beil, how 
ever, to follow  his advice, father than ex
po fe m yfelf to fome fliameful treatment, 
i f  I attempted to return. W hat increafed 
m y concern was, the fear- o f  finding the 
fame method obferved in every great city 
I  came to, but, happily for me; it proved 
otherwife, and I  not only went through 
them all without moleftation, but (laid 
in fome o f  them long enough to view 
every thing worth ieeing, and to conver/e 
w ith' men o f  learning and piety, from  
whom  I  received fome tokens of. their 

generofity.
T h e  misfortune was, that m y raihnefs and 
vanity would not fuifer m e to keep within 

due bounds, but I muft .fet m yfelf o ff  to 
the higheft advantage, by , pretending to 
greater merit and learning than was confift- 

► ” , ent
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^nt even with common prudence, as it ei-» 
pofed me to the continual danger o f a ihame- 
fu l difcovery. I  took notice heretofore 
h ow  little progrefs I  had made in the 
G reek tongue, rather through the igno
rance and negledt o f  fome o f  my teachers, 
than w ani o f  capacity or application, but 
now I pretended to be not only mafter o f  
it, but likewife in fome meafure o f the 
H ebrew , though I  k n ew  not a iingle let
ter o f  the latter, and had only feen fome 
H ebrew  books belonging to "the Jews o f  
A vignon, by w hich I ju ft could diftinguifh 
that from  other charadters j the truth is, 
that neither that nor any o f  the oriental 

I tongues, nor even the G reek, were m uch 
ftudied by the clergy ; fo I  was not under 
any great danger on that account, though 
I  own I  have been fometimes foiled at 
the latter, becaufe I  com m only addreifed 
m yfelf to the priefts, among whom  I m et, 
n ow  and then, with one w ho underftood 
it. 1 muft alfo acknowledge that I  found 
the generality o f  them  very charitable, 
and fom e o f  them even generous, though 
it the more redounds to m y iham e, feeing 
neither the meannefs jof my garb, o f

w hich
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. Vvhich yet I  was not a little ailianied, noif 
'^he mortifying accidents that had happened 
to me could prevail upon me to fave a Ihil  ̂
ling towards buying any thing better. I 
had indeed fome hopes to do fo* as I '  
came nearer to my father, but here I was 
again juftly difappointed j the two or three 
lail provinces I  was to pafs through, hav
ing beeri greatly impoveriilied, and even 
laid wafte by the late war, fo that I  found 
the clergy here lefs rich and generous, and 
fo great poverty reigned among the laity, 
that I had much ado to get fufficient fub- 
fiftance among them. I ihould likew ife 
obferve here, that every tow n, or even 
village I came through, had a number o f 
Lutherans and Calvinifts, who were ftill 
in a worfe condition, infomuch that their 
miniilers were obliged to keep fome poor 
inn or alehoufe for fubiiftance j fo  that 

\ by that time I had reached m y father I 
Was quite pehnylefs and threadbare. I pre- 
fently, however, made m yfelf known . t o ' 

% him , though to his great furprife, not only 
bn that account, but as it was fuch an un- 
expedled vilit, o f which he had not had thej 
lead: notice, given him , nor did at all 

’ ■ K  dream
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dream of. T h e  city where I met Jiim b̂ -» 
in g about three or fo u r . miles from  his 
houfcj he clapped a fmall piece in my hand, 
and directed me to a houfe where I m ight 
get fome refrefliment, and towards night 
condudted me to his own home, which 
I  was not a little furprifed to find even 
meaner than our townfman had deferibed 
to m y mother and m e. H ere he bid me 
a freih and mofl: terider welcom e, and ex- 
prefled fuch a vifible concern that he was 
not able to give me at leaft .as good enter
tainment as I.h ad  been ufed to w ith m y 

mother, that I was hardly able to make 
him  a proper anfwer.
And indeed the diiFerence T found between 
the two places, the forlorn condition I  faw 
m yfelf in, the mean figure I made in an 
obfeure kind of.village, my being how not 
only put o f  the way o f  any improvement, 
but in danger o f lofing what I had got, 
afforded me fuch a difmal profpeft, that I 
could not eafily conceal m y uneafinefs, 
and, in a little time, a more than ordinary 
defire o f  returning to m y old home, fince 
this new one was in every relpeit fo little 
inviting to mei H e found it no lefs diffi

cult
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pcült ttí conceal his diñlke o f  íü y returning 

w  m y mother, and tried a ll he could to 
difluade m e from it* H e advifed m e to. 
try m y fortune at tw o or three neighbour
ing cities or univerfitieSj and I  complied 
With his defire, but found much greater 
difcouragements than Í could expedí i firil* 
the Jefuits were the teachers in all o f  them , 
and I had ftudied with the Dominicans, 
between whom and them there never w a s . 
a right underftanding, but rather quite the 
contrary* I was got into a new country, 
(Germany^ where the pronunciation o f  the 
Latin differed fo much from that I  had 
been ufed to, that though no one could 
fpeak it more fluently than I , 1  neither 
could underftánd them , nor make m yfelf 
underftood by them, without the greateft 
difficulty. T h e  country had been fo niin- 
ed by the war, that thofe few  mendi
cant fcholars that remained in thofe uni- 
verfities might be rather ikid to ffarve than

to

. •  Moft of the univerfities of Germany have a number of 
thefe mendicant iludents, who, as foon as the fchool-hours 
are over, go along the ñreets from houfe to houfe, fing- 
ing fomc pious Latin verfes to excite people’s charity, 

^  and, in ferae opulent cities, get enough to live well and
K a com*

   
  



to fubfiii. M y  youth and ignorance pi* tlii* 
German tongue, as well as my foreig.l 
pronunciation o f the Latin and Greek, 
would likewife have difqualified me for 
being a tutor in any family, haá* there 
been any in a condition to have maintained 
one ; fo that after all m y eíForts, which I 
rather tried out o f  obedience to m y fa
ther, than any likely hopes I could have 
o f  fuccefs, I returned to him re infe6iai 
all which only ferved to revive my defires o f 
returning to m y mother. But he being 
ftill as averfe to it as ever, bethought him- 
fe lf o f  a new way to diffuade me from it, 
and with fo much art at the lame time, 
that I could .not difeover his aim. H e 
had feen the greateft part o f  Europe, and

comfortably, and to buy all the books that are neceflary 
for them, by which means fome of them become very 
learned men,' and get to good preferment ; but ai it wàî 
quite otherwife in thefe, and, indeed, every city aloiig the 
Rhine,' quite down below the great city of Cologn (where 
the French forces had caufed fuch dreadful delapidatiom 
as could not be feeh without horror) ; thefe univerfities 
had been long lìnee forfaken by all thofe mendicant ftu- 
dents, who could no longer find means of fubfilling 
them. And this I afterwards obferved to be the cafe in 
every place where the French troops had been, as I may 
have further occafion to Ihew in the fequel.

could
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Tould give an extraordinary account o f it j, 
i!fe underftood feveral o f  its languages, 
particularly the Italian, French, Spaniili 
and German, and expatiated much on the 
advantages he had gained by travelling ; 
and exprefled, at fome djftance, a defirc 
that I ihould viiit feveral o f  thofe coun
tries I had not yet feen, particularly thofe 
o f  Holland, Flanders, and Brabant, which 
he highly' commended for their opulence, 
and the great number o f learned men they 
produced, and expatiated much on their 
hofpitality, generofity, and fondnefs for men 
o f parts and genius, and how greatly I 
might be admired and promoted there on 
account o f  tny learning, knowledge o f  
languages and fciences, and for having al
ready travelled through fo -many conlider- 
able parts o f the world, all which he iaicf 
was the more furpriiingj as I was dill fo, 
very young, for I was then hardly full fix- 
teen years old.' H e could not indeed 
have foun<l  ̂ more effeilual w ay than 

, that o f foothing my vanity, to make me 
give wholly, into his views, and as to the 
objedion o f the want o f money, confi- 
dering ho\y well acquainted I was with thé 

K  3 way
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way o f  travelling at free-coft, he faid J 
could not but prornife m yfelf much better 
iuccefs through thofe countries, where the 
peoples generolity was equal to their known 
opulence,
I was now (unknown to him) to think o f 
fome more cunning, fafe, and effeilual 
w ay o f  travelling than that I had followed 
in m y two former journies j and fince I 
found that m y paiUng for an Iriihman 
and a fufferer for religion, did not only 
cxpofe me to the danger o f  being difco» 
vered, but came ihort o f  the merit and 
admiration I had expeded from it, I  re  ̂
folved on a new projed, which, though 
equally hazardous, J had not fenfe enough 
to forcfee, and tho’ ftill more diflioneft, 
I  had not virtue enough to deter me from, 
I  fay, unknown to my father, for I  had 
carefully concealed all the vile indired 
pretences I  had already ufed, and much 
more was I  now obliged to do fo, know
ing him to be fo upright and religious a 
man, that I  ihould not only have incurred 
his utmo/l anger, but that he would like- 
wife have taken all poffibk means to have 
deterred me from, ' or ^ifappointed me in

. m I
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I it. I  recollèded, that w hillt I was learn
i n g  humanity, rhetoric and geography with 

the Jefuits, I  had heard them fpeak o f the 
Eaft-Indies, China, Japan, & c. and ex
patiate much in praife o f  thofe countries, 
and the ingenuity o f the inhabitants. T h e  
idea they had given us o f them was indeed , 
too general and im perfeif, at lead what I  
remembered o f it, was by far too fliort 
and confufed, for a perfon o f  the lead pru
dence or forecaft to have built fiich a wild 
■ projeit upon, becaufe all the notion they 
had given us o f h, was only from their 
maps and comments upon them , for 
they' made ufe o f geographical books. 
H o w ev er,. I was raih enough to think, 
that what I wanted o f à right knowledge 
o f  them, I  m ight make up by the ftrength 
o f a pregnant invention, in which I  flat
tered m yfelf I  might fucceed the more,, 
eaflly, as I  fuppofed they were fo little 
known by the generality o f  Europeans, 
that they were only looked upon,, in the 
lump, to be Antipodes to them in almofl: 
every refpeâ:, as religion, manners, dreis, 
ôçc. • T h is  was my crude notion o f the 
matter, whJcljiM: thought afforded a vail

fcope
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icope to a fertile fancy to w ork upon, and f 
I  had no miftruft o f  ihyfelf -on that head ( 
I^had likewife heard that their way o f writ
ing differed very much from ours, but • 
how, and in what, I  was altogether igno
rant, or had quite forgot it, and fo took 
it into m y head, that like the Hebrew, and 
other oriental tongues I had heard of, they 
m uft write from thç right to the left, and 
on this puerile fuppofition,' I  fet about ex
cogitating o f  an alphabet that m ight an
swer m y purpofe. 'Another thing that 
ihewed m y inconfiderate folly was, that 
tho’ I  could not but know that thé Greeks 
and Hebrews,'had particular names for 
their letters, it never came once into my 
head to imitate ’them in that, as I had in 
the figures, powers, & c. o f fome o f the 
letters on a fuppofition, that as they m ight 
flow originally from the fame fountain, fo 
they, might be reafonably imagined to re  ̂
tain flill feme kind o f  refemblance. T h e  
truth is, my time was fhort, and know
ledge in what I went about fo very fmall 
and confufed, and what I  did was'by flealth, 
and fear o f  being detedted by my father j 
that I Wiis foon after made feniible o f my 

. want
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want o f  forecaft, when I  came to con- 
|rerfc with proper judges, and found the 
neceflity not only o f  inventing names for 
the letters, but to make feveral amend
ments to my wild fcheme, as I  became 
better acquainted with thofe Eaftern coun* 
tries.
However, confidering my tender years, 
fmall experience, and other fuch difad-» 
vantages, I have had iince no fmall caufe 
to wonder how 1 could excogitate not only 
fuch ah alphabet, and names o f  letters, 
but likewife many other particulars e- 
qually difficult, fuch as a coniiderable piece 
o f  a new language and grammar, a new 
¿ivifion of the year into twenty months, 
a new religion, & c. and all out o f m y 
own head, in order to flu ff them into 
that moft abominable romance w hich • I 
publiih'ed foon after my coming into E ng
land, and which occaiioned fuch variety o f 
opinions concerning it, and its ihamelefs 
author; fome thinking it above the capa-r 
city o f fuch a young fellow to invent, and 
others believing it the refult o f long thought 
and contrivance. Alas, for me, m y fancy 
was but too fertile and ready for all fuch

thiogSi
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things,' when I fet about them , and wheni 
any queilion has been ftarted on a fiiddeqf 
about matters I was ever fo unprepared 
for, I  feldom found m yielf at a lofs for 
a quick anfwer, which, i f  fatisfadiory, I 
ilored up in m y retentive memory. But 
to return to my alphabet, as foon as I had 
finifhed it to m y mind, I began to inure 
my hand to write it with fome readinefs, 
that it might upon occafion appear natural 
to me, which I found the more difficult, 
as. I never was expert at m y pen, and was 
quite unufed to this backward way o f  
\yriting ; and this obliged me to alter the 
form o f  fome o f  them, for the more eaiy 
tracing them vyith the pen, and.to con̂ - 
trive fome abréviations and joining o f  let
ters, and other fuch improvements for ex
pedition, which done, I  thought m yfelf 
fufficiently prepared forpaifing fora Japanefq 
converted to Chriftianity. T h e only difficulty 
was, how to reconcile this new and vile 
afliimption with m y Avignon certi6cate, 
w hich was not to be done but by copy
ing it anew, ' and altering it where I faw 
fit, and clapping the feal from the origi-. 
nal one to the counterfeit j but though I

was'
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was ready enough wording it to my 

^mind, I  wrote fo indifferent a hand, that 
it could never pafs for that o f  a fecretary 
o f  a vice-legate,, and to have had it done 
by a better penman was too difficult and 
hazardous for me to venture. A t  length 
I  thought it fafeft to truft to my copying 
it as well as I  could, w ith its flouriihes and 
ornaments, though I did it in fuch a coarfe 
and clumfy manner, that it w.ould hardly 
have paifed for a tolerable counterfeit. 
There was likewife another danger o f  a dif* 
covery from the different marks and make 
o f  the German and Avignon paper, but 
that never came then in m y head j fo that 
having made what alterations I thought 
proper in the tenor o f the pafs, and clap
ping the old feal to It, I made no difficulty 
to truft the reft to fortune, and took a 
melancholy leave o f  my poor father, w ho 
fhed abundance o f  tears over me, and 
wifhed me all poifible bleffings and fuc- 
cefsv not dreaming how  little this new  pro- 
jed; o f  mine deferved o f either ; and when 
iw a s  got at fome diftance from  him, I  
put on m y old, pilgrim’s habit, and began 
foy journey with a kind -of heavy heart,

accord»
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according to the rout he had penned dow'ri f  
for me, and which was quite oppofite to/ 
that which would have brought me to my 
own home. I  had, indeed, taken care to 
write to my anxious mother, and to ac
quaint her with what had palTed between 
m y father and me, and with my defire o f  
taking a tpur, into the L ow  Countries be
fore I returned to her, but I had afterwards 
rcaibn to fear, that the melancholy ilyle 

-in which it was worded, did rather increafe 
•than mitigate her concern for her now 
really worthlefs fon j for, from that time, 
neither ihe,. nor yet my father, ever heard 
o f  me more, nor I o f  them , and, in all 
likelihood, both o f them have bewailed 
m y lofs at a m uch greater rate than. I de- 
ferved, i f  it did not prove the means o f 
fhortening their days.
T h e  reader may fee by all this, what a 
raih and abandoned fellow I was, how  
loft to all fenfe o f  religion, nature and rea- 
fon, and how  I expofed m yfelf to f^'many 
dangers, over head and ears, toindulge a fa
vourite paffion, and without the leaft profpedi: 
o f  reaping any benefit from it, or even aim
ing at it. However, this is nothing in

com-» "

   
  



( H I  )

parlfon b f what is to follow, and it is fa** 
ther a wonder that fo bad a beginning, fo 
ill concerted, and worfe followed, hath 
not had a more dreadful ending, and !  
can only afcribe it to the undeferved mercy 
of God, that it did not end in m y total 
ruin o f body and foul. And I muft defire 
the reader to bear ilill in mind the confi- 
deration o f  m y tender years, and the dif- 
advantages o f  my wrong education, i f  he 
intends to read what is to follow with any 
tolerable patience, at leaft till he comes to 
fome more agreeable fcenes: In the mean 
time, as I  am now entering into One o f  the 
blackeft ihame arid guilt, I  fincerely pro- 
teft, that it is the fartheft from m y heart 
to aggravate or extenuate either, in order 
to render the following accouiit more fur- 
priasing or agreeable, but to relate the whole 
with the fame fincerity, as I  ihould be 
willing to do it, or wiih it to have been 
done, at my lail moments. And I hope I 
ihall be, the more readily believed, as I do 
n'lt de^gn to  have il printed till after m y 
V *;ath, 'w hen all finiftef views w ill be quite 
taken away, and nothing be able to yield 
any fatisfablion on the other fide o f  the

grave,
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grâve, but the confdoufnels o f  its iince fît jy  
efpecially confidering that I  ihall leave nei- y 
ther children nor relations to reap any be- * 
neht from this narrative. But to return to 
m y propofed rout :
I  was at firft to vifit all the confiderable 
'cities on'both fides o f  the Rhine, as they 
lay in my w ay to that o f  Cologn, whither 
I  pretended to go on a religious pilgrimage 
to the three Jtings, whofe remains are faid 
to be there interred in the cathedral to 
which there is a great refort o f  devotee» 
almoft all the year: for the Germans are 
equally fond o f  pilgrims that come to any 
o f  their great Îâints, as the Italians are o f  
thofe that come to Rom e oir Loretto, or

•  Thofe were the wife men that came to worfhip our 
infant Savionr, and are, by the church of Róme, Ailed 
kings, and pretended to hâve been only diree, whom they 
call Gafpar, Melchior and Balthazar j the legend adds, that 
upon their being warned not to return to Jerufalem, they 
took the way to Cologn, and . died, and were buried 
there. Their heads are expofed in a Aately ihrinc be
hind the great altar every Wednefday, and they ftew yoB 
the gate by the Rhine-iide, at which It is pretended they 
came in by, and which hath been lince walled. This 
Cathedral doth likewife Bontain a number of other relicks, 
and miraculous piflures to feed the devotion of the vulgar, 
and bring a conAant concourfc of people thither.

the -
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llie Spaniards to thofe that go to St. Jago • 
de Compoftella j fo that I  did not doubt o f 
meeting with a kind reception wherever I 
came. I ihall not take up the reader’s 
time in deferibing the places I . came 
through, that being much better done in 
books o f travels j but only obferve, that I  
found them all in a moft difmal plight, 
moft o f the fine buildings ruinated, noble 
palaces with only the bare walls, half de- 
moliihed, cathedrals, and other {lately 
churches, built o f  the fineft marble and 
other coilly ilones finely carved, battered 
half down, and nothing left fit for'divine 
fervice but the choir or chancel, w hich in 
many places were quite unroofed, and only 
thatched with ftraw. A ll the reft appear
ed in a ftill more woeful condition, where- 
ever the conquering arms o f  Lewis X IV . 
had penetrated, for this was but a few  
years after the peace o f  R cfw ick, fo that 
they had not had time to recover them - 
felves from  thefe dreadful ravages.
A n  accident happened to me before I had 

' • gone far, which, had I been lefs raih and 
inconfiderate, m ight have deterred me 
from purfuing m y fham pilgrimage farther.

It
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It \Ĥas at the city o f  Landau, garrjYo'ri- 
ed by the French, and commanded by 
an old experienced officer, and was then a 
very ftrong place, and the lafl: town they 
had in Alface. T h e  familiarity I was ob-» 
ferved to carry on with fome o f the infe
rior officers and fpldiers o f  the garrifon^ 
w ho were pleafed w ith  the whimfical ac
count I gave o f  m yfelf and m y pretended 
country* made me fufpected o f  being a 
fpy, and as fuch I was accordingly con- 
duited b y  a.' file o f  mufqueteers to the go
vernor, who, not being fatisfied with m y 
account, ordered me to be fent to gaol, 
where, I was at firft confined in a noifome 
place for fome hours, but afterwards ad
mitted to the liberty o f  the prifon till the 
next day, w hen I was conduced in the 
fame manner out o f  the city, and forbid, 
under the fevered: penalties, to return into 

This dreadful efcape might, one
would

It *

•  In that fabulous account I gave of myfelf, prefixed to 
the hiftory of Formofa, I pretended to have been feized 
here for taking a plan of the fortifications of the place, 
which was abfolutely falfe j for tliough I had done fo more 
than once in my native country, where I could give no 
umbrage, I was not fo fiupid as to do fo in this; neither

. ‘ • was
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would think, have opened m y eyes to fee 
the folly and danger o f  m y ill-concerted 
fchem e, as well as reminded m e o f  m y 
promi'fe o f  returning to m y poor anxious 
mother, i f  I did not think fit to .ftay w ith 
m y father. But m y religion and prudence 
were much o f a piece, juft fufficient to 
m ake m e apply m yfelf to heaven in time 
o f  danger, which was no fooner blown 
over, but I  as quickly forgot what I  owed 
to  either, except that I  looked on m y ie lf 
as obliged to affift at the church offices, 
fuch .as mafs, yefpers, & c . as often as 
opportunity offered, which I continued do
ing till a more wicked and abominable 
project made me leave it off. T h efe par
ticulars may perhaps be thought too tri
fling to m y readers to be w orthy inferting, 
but to me they appear in a quite other 
light, and do but too plainly ihew how  
naturally one mifcarriage draws on a worfe,

was it confident with my fcheme to pretend to any flcill in 
drawing and fortifications. However, as to the governor 
of the place it is mod likely that my youth and iimplicity 
moved his pity more than any credit he could give to what 
I faid for myfelf; for excepting my making a longer ftay in 
it than is ufual for pilgrims, there had been nothing faid 
or done by me, that could give thejealoufy of my being a 
fpy. . . -

L  where
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where religion and reafon have unhappily- 
loft their influence, or yielded it to a predo
minant and ungovernable paflion, and hovv 
cafily the indulging o f  it w ill, by de
grees, come to quench all remorfe and 
convidiion, and unlefs the Divine Grace 
interpofes, hurry a man into utter perdn 
tion. And as no man hath more fenfibly 
felt the fad effeds o f  the one, as well as 
the bleiled ones o f the other, what can 1 
do lefs than acknowledge and adore that 
divine and undeferved mercy, to which a- 
lone I owe fo great, and i  hope eifedual, 
deliverance ? A nd what caufe have I not 
to be, to the higheft degree, thankful that 
I  had fuch early impreflipns o f religion 
inculcated into my mind, and which tho' 
fupprefled and fmothered for a long time, 
by the violence o f  a favourite vice, did 
yet, in G od ’s own time, bring me into a 
fenfe and abhorrence o f  m y paft follies, 
and, in fome meafure, -drove me from the 
moft dreadful danger into- the arms o f  a 
merciful and forgiving Saviour, and that 
in fo wonderful and unhoped fora  manner, 
that it was impofllble for me tp. attribute

the
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• the blelTed change to any thing but td a 
fupernatural grace and m ercy?
I ihallj 'however, in the fequel, be more 
fuccinCt, efpecially in m y account o f  what 
happened to me from Landaii, to the fa
tal time in which' I was unwarily drawn 
into the raoft abandoned piece o f impof- 
ture, that o f  my pretended converfion to 
Chriftianity by Dr. James, then chaplain 
to a Scotch regiment garrifoned at Sluysj 
for to mention all thofe particulars would 
not only itppear>a moft ilupid and tedious, 
but an almoft incredible feries o f  the m oil 
unaccountable follies and difafters that any 
raih youth could fall into; It will be fuf- 
ficient to fay, that I  travelled feveral hun- ' 
dred leagues through Germ any, Brabant 
and Flanders, under the notion o f  a Japa- 
nefe converted to Chridianity by fome 
jefuit miffionaries, and brought to A vig
non, by them to be farther inftruiled, as 
well as to avoid the dreadful puniiliment 
infliéled on all that turn Chriftians in the 
.dominions o f the emperor o f  Japan. In 
purfuance of which ihameful pretence, I  
kept up an outward form or religion, was 
frequent at church, and was fometimes 

L  2 afféiled
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affcded  with thofe duties, and, at other times, 
pinched with a traniient remorfe arid ihame 
at the confcioufnefs o f  the wicked part I  was- 
then ading. M y  fluency in the Latin tongue, 
and fmattering o f  other branches o f  learn
ing, eipecially logic, philofophy and the
ology, o f  which my tenacious memory ilill 
preferved ibme o f  the moft curious parts, 
joined to the flagrant account I  gave o f  
m yfelf, procured m e, indeed, more re
gard and a greater ihare o f  beneficenccj 
than was commonly fhewed to other tra
vellers or pilgrims, but m y carelelTnefs and 
extravagance not fuffering me to lay out 
.any money in drefs, or even linnen, to 
keep me clean and decent, I, by degrees, 
made fo difmal and ihabby an appearance; 
that I  outdid the very common beggars, 
and this misfortune brought on worfe upon 
m e. For firft, it gave fuch an ill face and 
difcredit to all m y pretences, as all m y 
learning could not counterbalance; and 
adly, when I came into fome confiderable 
cities, which I  was defirous to fee, and 
where they have hofpitals for pilgrims and 
llrangers, with fuitable accommodations 
according to their rank, appearance, or re

commendation.
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commendation, I  ihewed, in vain, m y 
counterfeit pafs, w hich, i f  I  had been in a 
better trim, would, from  the advantageous 
manner in which I had drelTed it, have 
procured a much better reception; thofe 
who attend, on fuch occaiions would fel- 
dom give themfelves the trouble o f  read
ing it, though I begged o f  them fo to do, 
but, taking it for granted, that I was one 
o f  the low eft rank, or deferving to be 
treated as fuch, did generally herd m e a- 
mong the meaneft, by which I faw  m y- 
fe lf in a ihort time covered with rags and 
yermine, and infefted with a m oil virulent 
itch. This difmal plight, one would have 
thought fufficient, to roufe me from  m y 
fenfelefs lethargy, and make m e follow the 
example o f  the returning prodigal, efpe- 
cially, as I  found, to m y great mortification, 
that all m y fair ihew  o f  learning, made m e 
appear now only the more deipicable in  
the eyes o f the foberer p art; for how  could 
even-thofe, who gave any credit to what 
Í  told them,' forbear fuppofing that I muft 
have been guilty o f  fome great enormity, 
or elfe the Jefuits, by whom I pretended 
to have been brought out o f Japan into 

h  3 A vignon,
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Avignon, would never have given me up 
to fo fliameful a vagabond life j and no 
,doi)bt but the far greater part believed it all 
a forgeryi though' they did not think it. 
worth the while to have me called to an 
account for it. Thus did I find m y affairs 
grow from  bad to worfe, , infomuch that I 
Was often pinched with want, and glad 
would' r  have been to have returned home 
to m y mother but the thought o f  m y pre- 
fent condition, would not pernfiit me to 
think o f  it, .'and, "'perhaps, I could have 
preferred àhy death" to fo great a morti-- 
fication as it would have been both to her 
and me. I hâve,- however, had reafon to 
think it a mercy that 1 had fueh an inve
terate itch, added to all m y other misfor-' 
tunes' for I perceived that in feveral great 
cities o f  Brabant and Flanders, there are a 
fort o f  prociireffes, w h o wanddr about the 
ftreets, under the charadcr o f  'Begines

and'

*  The true Eegines are g good fort of upniarfied; wô  
fnen,.whó dedicate thcmiclves to works of charity; but 
}i»tlcad of being cloiftered up like the nuns, vifit the houfrs 
of .the poorer ibrf, and ’procure them all proper relief 
from, the charitable rich. They likewife',extend their 
i,’3re‘(0 the fjck, j^ e , prifoners and flranrgcrs, and arc

, - known
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and pick up all the likely fellows they 
meet with, in order to make a lewd trade 
o f  them i and I being then very young, 
fanguine, and likely in peiTcn, have now 
and then been invited and led by them in 
a feeming hofpitable manner, to fome cha
ritable ladies to receive, as was pretended, 
fome token o f  their generofity, but, in 
reality, to return a leis commendable one 
to the benefadlrefs. But m y dirtemper, 
whether' or no it was imagined to be o f  a 
vvorfe kind than it was,’ proved fuch a 
dirguílfüL bar, that I never was pnt to the 
trial, otherwife I am fure neither my vir
tue nor prudence would have-been proof 
againfl: itj for though I was theii, abfolutely 
innocent o f  any criminal commerce with 
any o f  the fex, yet, circumitanced as I  
was, I have reafbn to believe I iliould eafijy 
have yielded at any hazard, and this fur
ther confideration made me ftili'mofe weary 
o f  my wretchedriefs.

known by a paVtIcular plain drefs, not unlike that of the 
nuns. But there arc alfo. many vile women, who, under 
the cloak of that drefs and charailer, carry on the tr.-tde 
of prócurelfcs, and atfi-but-too commonly encouraged 
and-iup^ted in it, by the profligate rich and great,
,  '  • V'
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I  was at length come to the celebrated city 
o f  L iege, and flayed fome time there, to 
view  all the curiolities o f  the place, and at 
night iook up m y lodging at the hofpital, 
where we were likewife allowed fome kind 
o f  fupper. T here I was informed that ah 
officer was arrived at one o f  the fuburbs 
belonging to the D utch, who inlifled peo
ple into the D utch fervice, and gave good 
encouragement to. fuch vagrants as appear
ed fit to carry a muiket. I  had no great 
hopes that I ihould pafs mufler with him , 
being both too young and ihort, as I 
thought, for his purpofe; however, I re- 
folved to try, and foon perfuaded half a 
dozen o f m y fellow  ragamuffians to follow  
m e j but as nobody could have a greater 
averfion than I to a foldier’s life, by what 
I  had feen at m y native place, where was 
always kept a flrong garrifon, I  began to 
w ifli I  m ight m eet with a repulfe. T h e  
reft were prefently inlifted by the pretend
ed officer, for he only bought them to fell 
them again j but when he came to me, 
and had heard m y patched up ftory, in- 
flead o f  deeming difgoufaged from taking 
fuch a raw and tender boy, he really» to

m y'
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m y great furprize, (hewed me an uncom
mon regard, tho’ I made the word figure 
o f  any o f  his recruits j and I could by no 
means conceive the reafon o f it till near a 
month after, during w hich time w e were 
well entertained at an inn, wanting for 
neither viétuals nor drink. H e foon ob- 
ferved m e to be averfe to ftrong liquors, 
and indulged me in it. A t  length, having 
fold away all his recruits but m e, he began 
to tell me that he had too great a regard 
for me, to fend me with them to carry a 
brown muiket, and that he defigned fom e- 
thing better for me, and more fuitable to 
m y education y but that he muft firft try 
to get me cured o f  the fcabious difeafe, 
which by that time had fpread itfelf all 
over m y (kin. Acco;:dingly he tried all 
proper medicines, got me phyficked, a- 
nointed, blooded, bathed, & c . but w ith
out fuccefs. Being at length obliged to 
return to his then home, he got me hand- 
fom ely equipt, and took m e to Aix-Ia- 
Chapelle, where I found he kept a grand 
coffee-houfe, and billiards, and other games, 
in the moil: handfome part o f  the city, 
over againft the town-hall, and here I 

' ' was
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was to w ait on the cuilomers, and to 
teach a boy o f his to read; & c.
I had reafon to believe that m y new - 
maifer had conceived hopes that I  
ihould bring a good number o f cuilomers 
to his h oufej and, as for m yfelf, I ex
pelled to find no fmall fatisfadlion in be
ing feen, and fuffered to difplay m y parts 
am ong them. But- we found ourfelves 
both difappointed, in a great meafure, be- 
caufe, tho’ it \^as then the heighth o f the 
feafon for drinking the waters, and the 
town was full o f  people j yet the greateft. 
part o f  them were feldom to be feen any 
where but-at the pump, and the walks about 
it, and thefe were at another and diilant 
part o f  the town ; fo that there was hard
ly  any reforted to his coflTee-houfe, • except 
gentlernen that came thither to fpend an 
hour or two at billiards, backgammon, baf- 
fet, or fome. other game, and thefe were 
men o f little or no tafte for learning, ex- 
¿ept two or three French refugees, who 
appeared to me to be profefifed gameilers. 
T h efe, and now and then fome German 
gentlemen, ^that dropped in by chance, 
would condefcend to divert themfelves

with
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with my company, queillon me about 
variety o f  things, and' hold an argument 
with me about fame curious or inftrudling 
fubjedt, and at their going away commonly 
left fome marks o f  their generoiity, which, 
however, my mailer gave me to under/land,
I was to be contented with fuch a iliare o f 
as he ihoiild pleafe to allow me.
Beildes his cpifee-houfe, he furniilied the 
balls, and other places o f that refort, with 
lemonade, orgeat, and other cooling li
quors proper -for the feafon, as, well as 
with Variety o f drams :for fuch as liked 
them. A n d 'h ere 'it was that I beheld the 
beau monde in fuch extraordinary fplen- 
dor, as was like to have’ been o f the ■ moft 
fata] confequence to me, and to have drove 
me to the m oil defperate piece o f  folly and 
madnefs that a man in' his fenfes could 
have been guilty of, and which I fhall 
forbear mentioning, merely for the ill im - 
preiTioh it might be apt to make on fome 
weak 4nd fceptical minds ; but w hich, 
while I live, I ihall never forget, nor ceafe 
bleiling the divine mercy w hich kept .me 
back from it. And it was w ell for me 
that I WAS fent thither l)ut once more, tho’ ’

another
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another man he kept, much older ánd- 
iitter for the buiinefs, was obliged to give 
daily attendance th ere; and I  can only- 
thinkthat m y cuticular difeafe, w hich dii^ 
played itfelf too vifibly in m y hands, was 
the caufe w h y I  was fo feldom fent thi
ther.
Before the feafon was over, m y mafter, 
w h o  had other irons in the fire, was 
obliged to go to Spa, fom e Germ an 
leagues from  Aix-l^-Chapelle, for a fort
night, during w hich  tim e a great noble
man, at leaft one w ho paffed for fuch 
there, ha.d run hirrifelf pretty deep in his 
debt, by fom e grand entertainments he 
had given on feveral occafions; and it v/as 
n o w  whifpered about, that he was juft on 
the point o f  difappearin’g . M y  miftrefs, 
upon the firil hint o f  it, told m e I  muft 

im m ediately fet out and fetch her huiband. 
T h e  tim e was fo ihort, and the way fo 
long and difficult, confidering that I was to 
g o  on foot, that there was fcarcely any 
probability o f  m y reaching the place time 
enough, and m uch lefs fo, confidering I 

' was a ftranger to the road and to the lan
guage, that I  would haye w illingly ex-

cufed
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cufed m yfelf from  it, and have perfuaded 
her to have difpatched a man and horfe to 
him , but ihe was a haughty d am e,. and 
above being advifed, fo that I  was forced 
to com ply, though without any hopes o f 
getting there time enough, in which cafe 
it would be o f  no fervice to him , cfpeci- 
ally i f  I  fliould chance to lofe m y w ay, 
o f  w hich  there was fo m uch the more 
danger, as it was v e ^  intricate, and I  
kn ew  not a ftep o f  it, nor how  to be in
formed about it, for want o f  the G erm an 
tongue. And indeed, though I  took all 
the care I  could, I  found before I  was got 
h a lf w ay to the place, that it w ould be 
impoffible for me to avoid being fo often 
out, through the various windings- and 
turnings, and crofs-roads I  frequently m et 
with, that I  defpaired o f  reaching it in 
double the time. T h e  anxiety and fear 
I was in was fo great, about the reception 
I  ihould meet with, both from  him  and 
her for m y fucceeding fo ill, that I  began 
to think o f preventing it, by giving them 
both the flip. M y  heart, however, heli- 
tated a good w hile, and upbraided m e 
w ith the ingratitude and injuftice I  was

going

   
  



{  )
going to be guilty o f/ as likewife with 
danger I m ight incur, ihould I be'caught 
afterwards by him j for in fuch a cafe, I 
muft have expedled nothing lefs than the 
highefl; marks of. his refentment. But 
when I confidered, on the other hand, that 
all m y care and diligence could not bring 

.me to him time enough, and that I ihould 
be ill treated for that which I could not 
avoid, I  preferred a diftant danger to one 
feemingly at hand j and being then ju ft 
going to 'crofs a high road, which I was 
told led to the city o f  Cologn, immediately 
took to . it, with a refolution to return to 
m y father, and then to my mother, by the 
fame w ay r  had formerly gone. T h is  laft 
confideration was then ftrong w ith ,me,' 
as it revived in m y mind the concern and 
g rie f they muft be in about me, efpecially 
m y poor mother, w ho had heard nothing 
from  m e fince that melancholy letter I  
fent to her upon leaving m y father. T h e  
thoughts- o f  feeing again tw o fuch dear pa- , 
rents, had fô  enlivened me, that it had in a 
great mcafure effaced all other reflec
tions, particularly the remorfe o f  m y in
gratitude to mv late mafter. But here I

was
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was again difappointed, not only o f that • 
happinefs, but even from the very prof- 
p ed  and hopes o f it, and that ju illy  too, 
and by m y own ftupid folly. A n d  iince the 
Divine Providence had fo wonderfully de
livered me from  the dangers and miferies 
o f  a foldier’s life, by infpiring m y m ailer 
with fentiments, whether o f gain or pity, or 
both, and I had made fuch ungrateful re
turns, both to G od and him, it was but 
juft I ihould plunge m yfelf into the m i- 
fery and danger I was fo unworthy to 
efcape.
I had already paiTed through Cologn, and 
Bon the reiidence o f  the eleilor o f  C o 
logn, and got to another city o f  his elec
torate likewife on the Rhine, when upon 
m y entering it at one o f  the gates, I was 
accofted by a perfon genteely dreilbd, who, 
among feveral other queftions, aiked m e 
i f  I was willing to enter into that eledtor’s 
fervice, and ufed fome o f  the ufual topicks 
to induce me to it. I  was furprifed at 
his queftion, and readily enough anfwered 
in the negative, but was foon after per- 
fuaded by him to accept bis offer, tho 
without the Icaft force or circumvention,

and
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and m erely by m y own weakncfs and ilu- 
pidity, or rather fom e judicial fatality» for 
nothing lefs than that I  ihould think 
could have made m e alter the laudable 
refolution I  had taken, or fo eaiily fet 
afide the thoughts o f  revifiting and reviv
in g tw o fuch dear and afflided parents 
pnce m ore, after I  was got fo far in the 
w a y  to it i but this was not the only 
m isfortune that attended this rafli and 
unnatural adion, w hich  rather proved the 
fatal'fource p f new  fcenes o f  mifcries and 
wickednefs.
T h e  liberty that is com m only granted to 
foldiers to fw ear,. game, drink, whore, 
& c . is • very great among the Germans, 
and m uch more among the French j thefe 
laft m ay be ju ftly  affirmed to be the moil: 
profligate o f  any I ever have know n or 
read of. T h ere is no crime or lewdnefs 
they w ill not com m it, no oaths or curfes 
fo  terrible they w ill not delight in. T h e y  
feem  deilitute o f  all fenfe o f  religion and 
ihamefacednefs, and fo w holly carelefs a- 
bout a future ftate, that I have feen many 
o f  them go to the gallows for defertion 
w ith as m uch unconcern, and fome o f  them

with
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with a feeming jocundity, as i f  they were 
mounting the guard ; and hot one o f  them 
did I ever obferve to ihew  the leaft iign çr 
repentancci fear o f  death, or concern about 
another life. T b o fe  w e had in this regi
ment were, i f  poihble, ftill worfe, being 
moftly, deferters from the French fervice, 
and to the laft degree profligate : and i f  there 
was any one among them  that was more 
foberly or religioufly inclined, h e  was fure 
to ^become thé object o f  their fcorn and 
contempt^ and to be baited like f ^ e  
wicked or monftrous ereature, a vaft num 
ber o f  which w,e had in this regim ent; and 
thefe, com ing to be intermixed w ith a 
number o f  raw young German recruits, 
taken fome from the plough and cart, others 
from  their trades, and fome even from  the 
Univerfities, did debauch them  into all 
manner o f  wickednefs. T h is was the un
happy herd I was now  got among, and 
whofe company and example compleated 
in yruin , by extinguilhing thofe few  faint 
traces o f  religion I had left. I  was indeed,, 
neither iricjined to drinking nor gam ing, 
and was not hardened enough in iinpu- 
dence to follow tliem in their lewdnefs;

. M  but
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but, was bad enough, nevertHclefs, to in
dulge m yfelf, in order to appear aS vile 
and abandoned as they, in a ihameful 
habit o f  uttering fuch new and faihionable 
oaths, and monftrous curies, as I  had 
lately rather heard w ith horror, than learn
ed, at A ix-la-Chapelle j and as I  was ftill 
as ambitious as ever to pafs for a Japonefe, 
chofe to profefs m yfelf an unconverted or 
heathenilh one, rather than w hat I  had 

then pretended to be, a convert to C h ri- 
ftianity. M y  vanity foon made m e begin 
to m ake an aukward jeft and ridicule o f the 
m oil folemn and facred truths o f the G o f- 
pel, and to take a brutiih delight at the 
furprize w hich the more fober people o f  
th e  town I convcrfèd w ith , expreiïèd at 
m y blafphemous and prophane expreffions 
and objedllons, as w ell as in the pleafure I  
obferved this gave to m y fellow-foldiers, or 
rather fellow-brutes.
A s  the form er had obferved me to be, in 
all other Tefpefts, a fober young fellow, 
given to no vice ; and found m e likewife 
m ailer o f  fom e fenfe and learning, they 
began tp exprefs an uncommon compaflion 
for m e, and, believing me a heathen in

deed.
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deed, propofed to me to enter the lifts with 
fome o f  their learned priefts or monks, 
who, they, doubted not,' would eafily con
vince me o f  m y error and danger j tho* 
they themfelves had not been able to do 
it. It can hardly be doubted, but fuch a 
vain abandoned fellow as I was, jwould 
readily accept the offer. T o  have declin
ed, would have betrayed a diffidence I  waS 
not capable o f  j fo that I pleafed m yfelf 
with having a fair opportunity o f  difplay- 
ing m y parts and learning againft m y anr* 

tagonifts, and either to ftand proof againft 
all their arguments, or yield m yfelf con
vinced by them , according as I  Ihoiild 
find it fuit béft with m y vanity or intereft 5 
for i f  I  found it worth m y while to chufe 
the latter, I thought I  fhould appear to 
the world as a convert o f  uncommon fize, 
and gain no fmall applaufe by it. T here 
was but one thing could make me heli- 
tate about it, viz. thé horrid guilt I fhould 
plunge m yfelf into by fuch à vile piece o f  
hypocrify, and I ow n it made fome iih - 

• preffion upon m y mind ; but it proved 
fhort-lived, and m y own fanguine témper 
foon got the maftery o f  it, and I at length 

M  2 con-.
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confenited to be introduced to a Capuchin 
o f  that city, who was efteeihed a man. o f  
great piety as w ell as learning, and w ho 
had been apprifed before o f  the intended 
vifit, and the purport o f it.
W hen w e came to the monaftery, w e 
fpund‘ the good old capuchin fitting on a 
bench, in an outward room o f  it, facing 
the gate, w ith a luily young woman 
kneeling before him , barking like a dog, 
and m aking a great many other antick 
noifes and poilures; upon which I was 
told that file, was poiTeiTed, and that the 
good father was exorcifing the evil fpirit 
out o f  her. W hether ihe was then fent 
for on purpofc, or came by accident, I  
know  not j but I  remembred to have 
feen her ait fome proceifions, and once or 
twice at church, in the fame unaccount
able attitudes} and, as I  was then w eak 
enough to think it a real pofleffion, from 
her extravagant adions and vvords, I be
gan to fear, fo great is the power o f  guilt 
on fome occafions, that the devil might 
either expofe me for the vile part I was. 
then adin g, or perhaps do m e fome other 
and worfe mifchief, as he had formerly

done
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done to thofe vagabond exorcifts o f whom 
we read A<its xix. i6 . to avoid which I 
withdrew as foon as I  decently couId> as 
i f  to leave him to go on with his exorCifm, 
W hether he took it in this fenfe or not, I 
know not j but at our next meeting, when 
file was out o f  the way, he took occaiion 
from  thence to prove the truth o f  the, 
Chriftian i-eligion in general, and o f  the 
church o f  Rom e in particular} and that her 
priefts alone have the power o f calling out 
devils. I told him , with a fmile, that it 
would be time enpugh to infift on the mi
racle, or enquire into the realityof it,w h cn  
it was adually performed j to w h ich  he 
replied, with an air o f  great pity and ie- 
rioufnefs,, that G od did frequently permit 
fuch poor creatures to be tormented for 
fem e time, before he vouchfafed them a 
deliverance j but that tho  ̂ exorcifms and 
prayers would not avail till then, yet they 
were obliged in charity to m ake ufe o f  
them , in hopes that they would one time 
or other prove fuccefsful.
A s we came to enter into other arguments, 
I  found that the good old Capuchin was 
better provided for a controverfy againft' 

. M s Pro-
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Pfoteftants than againft heathens, w hich 
gave me no iinall advantage againft him j 
and this I  took with fuch an affuming air, 
and lightnefs o f  mind, that could not but 
be difpleafing to him j this was fo na- 
tpral to me, that I never could forbear dif- 
playing it upon all fuch oceafions,- and no 
wonder i f  it gave them great caufe to 
think me either not ferious eriough for 
the momentbufnefs o f  the difppte, or per* 
haps rather that I  was nothbg lefs than 
what I  pretended to be. I  dannoj: indeed 
recoiled:, that any thing lik^ this laft was 
their real judgm ent o f m e, from  any thing 
that dropped from them, though it wa^ 
but too vifible t© be the cafe, i f  their cha
rity did not blind their judgment in m y 
favou r; however, I  could fee plainly e- 
nough from their une'afinefs, that they were' 
not likely to be very forward in repeat
ing our conferences, and I vyas vain e- 
nough to impute it to m y being an over
m atch for them in the difpute. And it. 
was in the fame vain boafting ftrain, that 
I  affirmed in that fabulous account I  gave 

. o f  m yfelf in England, that I was difcharg- 
cd out p f that fervice for ’being a heathen,

and
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and • for refuiing to yield to the arguments 
o f thofe who had attempted to convert me. 
T h e  aflumption was abfolutely falfe, and 
I  was difcharged by order o f the colonel, 
becaufe I was not only below the ftandard, 
but alfo too tender for the fatigues o f  a fo l-  
dier’s life, And indeed I cannot exprefs 
the miferies w e underwent in the feryice 
o f  that prince, w h o was then fo eminently 
poor, that great numbers o f  his troops pe- 
riihed for want o f  deaths, fewel, and e- 
ven o f bread j ahd had I  not been treated 
with greater care and tendernefs than moft 
o f  the reft were, muft inevitably have pe- 
riihed in a very hard winter at Bon,^ 
yvhere, befides the want o f all other ne- 
ceiTaries, the greateft part o f  the garrifon 
were quartered in barracks open to all 
winds and weather, and forced to lie on 
the bare boards.
Being thus happily difcharged from  fo- 
dreadful a flavery, it was natural for m e to 
think once more o f  returning to m y long- 
wiihed-for home, at any rate, and at all 
hazards; but here likewife m y ill fate had 
laid an unexpefted obftacle, w hich it was 
not in toy power to remove j for my. late 

M  4  . captain#
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captain, a fordid wretch, ■ who had been, 
raifed to his poil from that o f  a common 
cdntinel, by the bafeft means, had taken 
thofe deaths I  had brought from Aix-Ia- 
Chapelle under his care, and, as he pre-' 
tended, to prevent m y felling them, and 
Ipending the money j but upon m y being 
diicharged, refufed to reftore them to m e, 
though be-ftripped me o f m y ammunition- 
ones, and had the confcience to fend rne 
away in the heart o f a fevere winter, w ith 
a bare loofe old frQck o f  l)lue linnen, and 
without waiilcoat or ihoes to m y feet, for 
thofe he gave ,me were fo worn put that 
m y feet touched the ground, fo that I  could 
never have travelled far before the hardnefs 
o f  the weather would , have made an end 
o f  m e. T h is  made me refolve to go back 
to Cologn, and try how far m y difmal 
plight and fluent tongue would w ork upon 
peoples charity; but -it being then war
time, I  was flopped, as is ufual in garri- 
foned cities, at the gate, and conduced 
to the m ain , guard, to give an account o f 
m yfelf to the officer then on duty. I  did 
fo, and lighted on a perfon, w ho was 
rî ally a gentlpmapj and took fuch liking

   
  



( 1^9 )  '

to me, that I  lifted m yfelf in his company, 
and was prefently after fupplied with 
deaths fitter for the feafon. I  paffed to 
him for a Japonefe and a heathen, and was 
entered in his company under the name 
o f  Salmanazar, w hich, fince m y com ing 
into England, I  altered, by the addition o f  
a letter or tw o, to make it fomewhat 
different from that mentioned in the> book 
o f  Kings, but whether p iy new  captain 
believed what I  told him  or not, I  be
came no fmall favourite o f  his. H e was 
a man o f  good fenfe, fpoke Latin and 
French w ell, and had fome good fcholars 
in his company, one or tvvo o f  them o f 
the church o f R om e, whereas thé regi
ment confifted m oftly o f  Lutherans, it be
longing to thé duke o f M ecklenburg, but 
was then in the Dutch pay, and garriibned 
at Cologn.
T h at great city is, perhaps, one o f  the 
m oil fuperftitious'in all Germ any; every 
ftreet and every houfe hath the ftatue or 
image o f  fome faint or other, to which 
they light candles at night, but m oftly to 
that o f  the Virgin M ary. Our Lutherans, 
|n fpight o f  all prohibitions from  the ma-

giftraejr,
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giftracy, could not forbear ihewing their 
diilike and contempt to thefe, and m any 
other fuperilitious cuftoms they beheld, 
and were fornetimes puniihed for it.  ̂Y e t  
did not this deter me from taking pride 
in outdoing them, though I  was fo far from  
having the fame laudable, pretence for it, 
that in m y heart I  condemned them for 
their untimely zeal, and m yfelf for m y 
impious vanity. W e  had likewife feveral 
loofe gentlemen brought up in fome o f the 
beft univerfities, w ho had been prevailed' 
upon to exchange their gowns and books 
for a musket} fome o f  them were Proteft- 
ants, others Papifts, and with thefe our 
ch ief officers delighted to fet m e on dif? 
puting, by which I had gained their ill 
w ill fo far, as I  generally proved too hard 
for them , that they had iligm atized m e 
w ith the titles o f  heathen, infidel unbap
tized, and the lik e } but thefe, inftead o f  
giving m e any uneafinefs or remorfe, ra
ther foothed m y pride, and made me now 
and then, upon a proper occafion, take de
light to remind them that I  could give 
better reafons for m y being fo, than they 
could for tliemfelyes. M y  captain think-r

ipg
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ing that our chaplain, w ho had been 
brought up a regular clergyman in the 
Lutheran way, m ight fuccecd better 
w ith m e, propofed a conference to. 
him ; but he being a baihful young 
gentleman, modeftly declined it, and con
tented him felf w ith  expoiing the folly and 

,abfurdity o f the heatheniili religion in 
fome o f  his fermons, where he had a 
large field to expatiate - on, without the 
danger o f  oppofition. I  was afterwards 
introduced to tw o othersj ,one w ho ierved 
the Lutherani meeting at Cologn (for they 
tolerate Proteftant meetings in time o f  
war for the ufe o f  the garrifon, though 
they flmt them up in time o f peace) and 
the other a man o f  great learning, at a 
fmall diilance from the city. O ur diiputes 
proved but o f  fhort duration, I  always 
attacking them upon fuch points, as. I  
kn ew  they were the leaft able to defend, 
but by Scripture, w hich I pretended not 
to believe, but urged eyep thofe very 
points, fuch as the Trinity, Confubftanti- 
ation. See. as arguments againft i t j  and 
this, as Well as m y vain and affuming be
haviour, might cafily raife a diflike, i f  not

more
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more likely, a miilruft o f  m e. One thing 
I  had occaiion to obferve, that where 
Papifts and Proteilants are fo intermin
gled, their guides are better llored with 
arguments againft each other, than a- 
gainft the common enemies o f  the Chriftian 
faith.
From  Cologn w e were ordered into H ol
land by the next fpring, and began to 
encamp as foon as the campaign began. 
T h e  Lutherans and Calvinifts had prayers 
morfiing and night at the head o f  every 
regiment, and ,a fermon on Sundays, and 
I  was vain enough to go from one to the 
other to obferve their method o f  devotion, 
and tinging o f pfalms and hymns, at which 
they both behaved with great ferioufnefs: 
but as fo t  m e, after liftening avvhile to 
them , I  was commonly driven by m y raih4 
nefs and vanity to turn m y back to them, 
and turning m y face to the rifing or k u  
ting fun, to niak ê fome aukward ihew  
o f  worihip, or praying to it, and was no 
lefs pleafed .to be taken notice o f  for fo. 
doing. T h is  vain fit grew up to fuch a 
height, that I  miade ine a little book 
with, figures o f  the fi|n, moon and ftars,

an4
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and fuch other imagery as m y phreniy 
fuggefted to me, and filled the reft with 
a kind o f  gibberiih profe and verfe, writ
ten in m y invented charadter, and w hich 
I  muttered or chanted as often as the hu
mour took me,
I  have often juftly wondered at the Cngu- 
lar goodnefs o f G od to fuch a vile aban
doned wretch as I was become by this 
time, that in neither regiment, in which 
I  had continued, as I remember, about 
two years, during which a iharp and fe- 
vere war was carried oh with equal fierce- 
nefs, it never was my lot to be com
manded to a fiege, battle, party, ikirm illi, 
or place o f danger, in w hich I  might have 
been fuddenly cut o if  in the midft o f  a 
m oft impious career j 6r, what is equally 
furprifing, that the apjprehenfion o f  fo  
dreadful an end, ihould not have deterred 
me from fo fenfelefs and wicked a courie, 
and made me feel the monftrous ftupidity 
o f  running fuch defperate hazards o f  body 
and foul, for the fake o f  a little popular 
adrniration at the beft ; but, inftead o f  
w hich, I have more frequently m et w ith 
mortification and contempt. But I  was

ftill
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ÍHII very young, to the beft o f  m y'rem éra- 
brance not above eighteeni i f  quite fo 
m uch 5 m y mind miiguided by a wrong 
education, as I  have before obferved j 
confeious- o f my' own want o f  any real 
merit, and yet fond to excefs for any 
kind o f  pretence to it j and fo defirous o f  
being admired and taken«notice of, that, 
rather than have foregone that favourite 
paflion, 1  would have chofen to indulge it, 
I  verily believe at that time, at the hazard 
and expence o f  being looked upon as the 
very vileft-fellow  that ever lived. A s for 
thofe impreffions o f religion which I had 
fo ftrojigly imbibed in m y youth, they 
gradually loft their influence in proportion 
to m y giving w ay to that deftrufkive paf- 
iion, and, at the beft, were more in m y 
head than in m y heart, till it pleafed the 
divine grace to tranfplant them thither, as 
the propereft foil for their frudlifying; but 
this ble fling did not come down to me till 
after feveraf years, and a variety o f feenes 
o f  impiety and guilt. I  ihall pais by the 
other occurrences o f  m y foldier’s life, to 
come to that fatal one which proved the

fource
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fource o f new and more hdrrid offences 
againftG od and man.
T h e  laft garrifon I came to was at Sluys, 
where was a French and a Scotch regi
ment in the Dutch pay. There I foon be
came acquainted with feveral o f  the French 
officers, whofe language I perfedly under- 
Hood ; but as I was w holly unacquainted 
w ith the Scotch and Engliih, and few o f  
them  could fpeak Latin, I could not be fo 
converfant w ith  them . I  found m oil o f  
thofe French gentlemen very luperficial, 
and did not a little indulge m y vanity in 
ridiculing their tenets, whether they were 
Papifts or Proteftants, for there was a m ix
ture o f  them , and had occafion to obierve 
(tho* to m y ihame, had I had the leaift 
fenfe o f  the vile part I  played) that, tho* 
the greater number o f  them were given to 
fuch flagrant vices as are but too common 
among gentlemen o f  that profeffion j yet 
they all appeared fo firnily attached to the 
tenets o f  their particular churches, that 

.. they expreifed m uch more uneafinefs at 
thofe farcafms I ufed to throw  out, 
than they did at the m oil dreadful oaths 
they commonly fwore, or any vices that

reigned
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reigned ariiong them. A n d  as I ftill kept 
m yfelf untainted from the latter, and had 
long ago broke m yfelf o f  that horrid one 

. o f  fwearing, w hich I had taken up on m y 
firft entrance into the foldier’s life (not fo 
much indeed out o f a principle o f religion, 
as from an .ambition I had o f  paffing for a 
m oral heathen) I frequently ufed to ob- 
lervc to them the unreafonablenefs o f their 
untim ely zeal, which ; made them fo 
readily condemn me for what they called 
m y irreligious farcafms, w hich yet w;ere 
but agreeable to m y notions and belief, 
w hilft they indulged themfelves in vices, 
fuch as duelling, wenching, fwearing, 
and drinking, which were not only incom
patible w ith theirs, but fuch as, bad afe 
they thought m e, I could not on any con- 
iideration be guilty of. T hefe kinds o f fe- 
vcre rebukes ought, I  fay, to have filled 
m e w ith the deepeft fenfe o f  m y own 
more vile and abominable inconfiftency; 
but as that did not fo openly appear, ,the 
applaufes I received from the fober part, 
a n d , even from fome o f  the minifters, 
for fo ftrenuoully pleading the caufe o f  
virtue, made nie quite blind to m y more

odious
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odious vices}. fo that as long as the"(dia-‘ : 
radter or ihadow o f  moral virtue procured 
me fo much regard and efteem, I  never 
troubled m yfelf about the want o f  the real 
fubftance.
Brigadier Lauder, a ScottUh gentleman,, 
w ell refpedted, and colonel o f  a regiment 
in that garrifon, was then governpr, and, 
unhappily for me, conceived a curiolity 
o f  feeing m e at his own houfe, where 
were aflembled feveral officers, b,elides the 
minifter o f  the French church, and M r. 
Innés, chaplain to the Scottiih regim ent} 
and after dinner I was admitted to haye a 
kind o f conference with theta. I  ow n, 
indeed, that the account I gave o f  it in 
that publiihed romance o f  mine, was far 
enough from candid or impartial, with r.e- 
fpedl to the French minifter, \vho was the 
chief manager in the difpute, my ufual 
vanity having made me relate it too m uch 
to his difadyantage, and M r. Innés, be
tween whom  and that gentleman there 

■ was a great mifunderftanding, added fome 
other particulars, equally mifreprefented and 
mortifying j but, abating that, the reft is 
the trueft part I can call to mind in that 

, N  forged
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forged narrative o f  m yfclf. However, 
M r. Innes, fince dubbed do<5tcy: by one o f  
the Scotch Univeriitiea, and a near relar 
tion to the governor,' would not lofe fo 
fair an opportunity o f triumphing over his 
rival, and finding that I had nonpluiTed 
h im  at almoft every argument, but more 
particularly againfl: that o f  abfolutepredefti- 
nation, took occafion to inform me that it 
was a dp.ftrine»as much condemned byfom e, 
as it was ftrenuouil)^' aiTerted by other 
churches, and that confequeptly Chrifti- 
anity, he w ould undertake to prove, was 
not to he charged w ith it. H e had a 
m uch fmoother and lefs overbearing way 
o f  fpeaking than the other gentleman, 
and kindly invited me to his lodgings, 
w here w e m ight, at our leifure, difcufs 
that or any other points in difpute, not 
doubting but a perfon o f  m y fenfe, learn
ing,. and feeming candor (as he was pleafed 
to compliment m y vanity) would eafily 
yield to conviction, when the point was 
once cleared to m y fatisfaCtion, as he did 
not doubt h e Ihould ihortly do.
I  readily accepted o f  his invitation, by 
w hich I  found he defigned to exclude the

French
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French mihiiler from  having any ftiare in 
our future conferences, but did not then 
fufpeft his farther drift, which was, i f  he 
Could, at any rate, or by any means, 
make a convert o f  me, to recommend 
him felf to the then, worthy biihop o f  L o n 
don, a perfon, he knew , o f fuch fingular. 
candor, as not to be over fufpicious, and 
too generous not to encourage what he 
thought a charitable, worthy a<Sicn j fo  
that, as I eafily found afterwards, the 
hopes o f  procuring fome preferment to 
himfelf, rather than any regard or con
cern for m e, was the main fpring o f  all 
his pretended zeal for m y converfion. I  am  
forry that I fliall.be obliged, in the fequel, to 
relate feveral very harih truths concerning 
his behaviour on this fcandalous occafion, 
though I w ill be ilill careful to mention 
no more o f  it than is barely necelTary to 
fet the matter in a true light, and rather 
conceal than expofe fuch parts o f  it, as 
have not an immediate relation to the fub- 
jedl I am ufion j much lefs will I  go a- 
bout to aggravate his faults, in order to, 
extenuate m y own. I f  be Ihould be dill 
alive when thefe memoir's ihallbe publiihed, 

* . N  2 / ' i t
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w ill not be the firft thing that has beeri 
publiihed with truth and juftice to his dif- 
advantage, and may all contribute. to in-. 
Ipire him with .a true remorfe and fincere 
repentance: i f  dead, it can neither hurt 
him , nor any that belong to- him H e

•  The do£lor is long iince dead, and, I am forry to fay, 
hath left a chara£ler behind him that reflefls no great ere* 
dit to his cloth, and may eaftly, among thoie that knew 
him, juftify what I have already faid, and lhall be farther 
obliged to mention in the feguel; he was not many years 
older than 1 when I Aril' came acquainted with him, and 
1 foon perceived himr to be a man of no fmalf ambition,' 
though he was fo far from having any of the generous 
difpofttion which is moilly known to accompany it, that he 
was no Icfs a flave to avarice •, wjtnefs his arrogating to 
himfelf the credit as well as advantage of that excellent 
treatile, intituled, A Modell Enquiry after hloral Virtuei 
for which he obtained from the prefent bilhop of London 
a very good living in Eflex ; but which the real and wor- 
'thy author, a poor epifcopal clergyman in Scotland, Imce 
obliged him publickly to difown and difclaim in print, as 
well as to compromife with him for the profit of the edi
tion. This, together with his malverfaUon in fundry re- 
fpefts in the parilhofSt. Margaret, Weftminfter, ftill frelh 
in people's memory, obliged him to retire to b‘s new 
living, where, I am told, he lived very private, and, I 
hope, made the bell ufe of his folitiide. As therefore he  ̂
had long ago lod his chara£ler among all that knew him, 
or had heard of his ihameful a61ions, I thought myfelf 
lefs obliged to treat it with' that tendernefs that I fhould 
have done, had he taken more care to conceal his vile 
ailions from the world.

was.

   
  



(  ) '•

was, however, intent upon his purfuiti 
and fo affiduous in fending for me, that 
fome o f  the Dutch miniAers thought fit 
likev;ife to do the fame, and more parti
cularly, as I found afterwards, to recon
cile nie to their favourite article o f  pre- 
deAination, by expouHdihg;it to me ac
cording to what they call the infralapfarian 
fyfirem; w hich is indeed lefs dreadful and 
antifcriptural j but M r, Innés éafily dif- 
fuaded me from going amongA them, that 
he might have me wholly to him felf, and, 
feldom failed at our parting to clap a fmall 
piece o f  D utch filver into my hand, which 
proved; an effeftual bait to me, w ho was 
Aill fo bad;.an oeconomiA o f  my poor fol- 
dier’s pay, and then wanted feveral necef- 
faries, with w hich this fupplied me.
By this time I began not to be a little tired 
w ith 'a  ibldier’s life, the-place was very 
cold and bleak,, the duty hard, and the 
pay fo fmall, - that even they w h o could 
make the moft o f  it, could but juA: m ake 
ihift to live on the plaine A; things j fo that all 
things confidered, there Was no likelihood 
I fliould make any long oppofition to his 
arguments, efpecially .as he took care to

3 back
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[jack them w ith very , large promifes o f  get
ting m y difcharge, and bringing m e into 
England, where he made m e hope to 
meet, with the greateft encouragement; and 
I  own that the profpedl o f  fuch a change 
o f  life made fo great an impreflion upon 
m e, that he rather found m e more for
w ard to anfw er his deiign than was con- 

. ¿{lent with prudence, and too’ ready , to be 
w holly diredled by him.’ A s foon as I  
had given him  this aflhrance, he wrote à 
long letter to the biihop o f London, wherein 
he told m e he had faid fo many things 
in m y favour, that he doubted not o f m y 
foon being fent for by, and meeting 
w ith  the kindeft reception^ from  him , 
H ow ever, the wiihed-for anfwer not com 
ing till fix or feven weeks afterwards, 
gave m e an opportunity bf feeing farther 
into his temper, than I  had been able to 
do j his melTages to m e were gradually 
lefs frequent, our interviews more cold, as 
w ell as our parting, when he likewife 
w ith-held his hand from  making m e the 
ufual prefents. T his latter I indeed fup- 
pofed might be owing to his caih running 
low er than ufual j but | have feen fo many
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iftftances 6 f his nigardheís, that I  havé 
inore réafon to impüte it to that, and 
partly to his defpairing o f  the fuccefs 
o f  his letter j for whilft he was iiüitopes 
o f  it, he had taken care to introduce m e to 
fome learned gentlemen, ihinifters and ó-» 
thcrs,' undei pretence o f  examining w he
ther i  was cápáble o f giving â fatisfadtory 
aocount o f  m y pretended eonverfion, and 
had obtained from  fome o f  thènrt ÿery ad-« 
Vàntageous òCrtificatcs in m y favour, w hich' 
he took no fmall pride to íhew  to thé 
brigàdief áñd to his other acquaintance j 
but upon thè unéxpedted delay o f  the an- 
fiver, he behaved with more coldnefs and 
indifference, till a jealous thought flatted 
in his m ind, left that fhould encouragé 
fome o f  théfè minifters, w ho had expreffed 
themfelves’ in ïriy favoùr^ to take the bu- 
finefs out o f  his hand, arid rob him  o f  
thé credit o f  his nevy convert. .This fuf- 
picion made him  all at once alter his be
haviour, and refolve to baptize m e with 
fuch hafte à'nd fo little warning, that m y 
fur prize gave' mé no time to conlíder what 
án abominable, piece o f  irréligion I had 
engaged m yfelf in, though I m uft confefs

N 4
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tp m y ihamej that jhad he given me more 
tim e to think upon it, yet I  l^ave but too 
m uch reafon to think, his fair promifes and 
delufive profpeds would eafily havelfwaU 
lowed up all m y fcruples and reluctance, 
upon his firft renewal o f  themr 
T his, and fome .other parts o f  his beha
viour, had already convinced me that a 
charitable defign o f  converting a foul waq 
the fartheft from his thoughts, and that 
.he was fo far from believing m e to be 
w h at I fírétendi^d, that he had fome time 
before: taken a m oil eíFeClual.way to con
vince hirnfelf o f  th e  contrary, beyond all 
pofiibility o í doubting. His ilratagem, i f  
j! may fo call it, was to m ake me panflate 
a paflage in Cicero de natura deorumi o f  
fam e length;,; into my (pretended) For- 
mofan language,, and give it to him in 
writing} and this I eafily d id ,'b y  means 
o f  that unhappy readinefs I had at invent
ing o f  cha.raClers, languages, & c . But, 
after he-had made m e confirue it, and 
defired' me to write. .anpthef,.verfion o f  it 
on;, another paper, h¡s propofal, and the 
manner o f  his exacting jt, threw me into 
fuch vifible confüfion, haying had fo little

time
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tíme to excogitate the firíl-, and lefs to 
commit it to m em ory, that there were not 
above one h alf o f  the words in the fécond 
that were in the firft. His defiring me to 
conftrue this lihewife, ■ cg*ftiftd 
mòre j efpeci'ally, when he íhéwed me the 
palpable diHèrence. T h e  ferions air he af- 
fumed upon i t , . made m e expêdt nothing 
elfe than a total riipturp, and his expoiing 
the impdfture ip the manner I  was confci- 
ous it deferved. I was however agreeably- 
(and, to m y ihame, .1 ought to .add) de
ceived ; and he finding, by this urièxpeâ:- 
ed trial, what a-m em ory and readjnefs I  
had, and how qualified I was to carry on 
fuch a cheat, began to clear his brow', and 
calm the diforder he had thrown me into, ‘ 
by a more chearful and friendly look j but 
did not forget, at .the fame time, to give 
me to underftand, tho’ at a great diftance, 
that I  ought to take care to be better pro
vided for the future. . I  promifed tp take 
his advice> and did fo im part ; hut was 
become too indolent to go thro’ the fatigue 
o f  forming a whole language, at leaft till I 
was convinced that it would ftand m e in 
fome ftead j though, by what Í have tried

fince
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fince I came intOjEngland, I  cannot fay 
but I  could have compafled it with leis 
difficulty thànr can be conceived, had I  

capable of applying  ̂clofely to it.
 ̂ H ow ever, ^is’^ it in u in g  his affiduity and 

feem ing regard for me, at lead: till the 
delay o f  the biihop’s anfwer, w hich .made 
him fufpend it for ten or twelve days, gave 
m e but too'm uch reafon to think, that he 
had,not one jo t more o f  confcience or re
ligion than l ,  tho  ̂ older, and a learned di
vine, fince he made no/cruple not only 
to join in, but to encourage and pürfue fo 
vile a cheat. B ut i f  he had no more re
ligion, he had at leaft more worldly pru
dence than I, in that he laid the founda
tion for fome conliderablc preferment for* 
him felfj w h ilft i , like the ftupid abandon- 
doned wretch I had been hitherto, looked 
no farther than a little vain fatisfadiort x l 
the prefent, or, at m oft, a deliverance 
from the foldier’s life. F or by that time I  
could fee fo far thro’ all his artifices, and 
different behaviours, that I  did not m uch 
depend on any o f  his other promifes. And 

.h e foon after gave me caufe to think m y- 
fe lf not miftaken in him. For when, upon

. his
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his bringing me into England, he got him - 
felf into the poft o f chaplain-general o f  the. 
Engliih forces in Portilgai, by the intéreft 
o f  the good biihb'p Gotnpton, h e ‘not_pply  
léft me to ihift for m y W î^ n d  to bear^^ 
the brunt o f  all olyéârions, but was guilty 
o f  fuch other vile adlions, as eaiiJy con
vinced me that h é 'was  ̂ more real convert 
to Spinozifm, than I was to hirp ; for I  
obferved him  often' reading that au
thor’s pofthumous wprks, tho’ he was an 
utter ftranger to his fober way o f ' living,
I  had likewife a greater opinion o f  his 
parts and learning, than 1 have :^hce found 
caufe for, which ftiade me conclude, that 
I had no reafon to be rriore fcrupulous than 
he, and this in a great meafure <juelled all 
m y flight and tranfitory qualms, at lead: 
till it catne to the folemn pufli;
I  have already hinted, that his fear of. being 
fupplanted by fame other mihiftef, made 
him refolve to haiflen the impious cere^ 
mony, for fo I  thought it,''.wlVatever he 
did ; but o f this he had apprifçd me only 
in general terms,“ and without fixing any 
time for it, or mentioning how he defign- 
pd to perform it,' probably that I might

think
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think the lefs upon it; Accordingly forno 
days pnfled without iny feeing h im ,.o r  at 
leaft hearing any thjng about it, when one 
afternoon he fent his man to m y lodgings, 

'~ roafcqQ 5ii?P^il|/fhat he had fixed that 
evening about fix o f  the clock for it, and 
to defire me to be ready againft the time. 

, A s I  had hardly three hours to confider o f  
•jt, one may eafily imagine the furprife and 
hurry, thè confufion and dread, it threw 
m e into i and, indeed, I was fo divided 
between the fear o f  bringing upon m yfelf 
fome heavy judgment for fo impious a pror 
phanation o f  that divine inftitution, and 
the thoughts, i f  I  fubmitted to it, o f  • be
having with fome proper' decency under all 
thofe tumults w ith which m y mind was 
then agitated, that I  began to wiih I might 
have refolution enough to avoid it, when 
the dreaded time was come. .But that not 
only failed m e, when f  faw the governor 
arid fevefal other officers and gentlemen 
going to the chapel, where the mock cere
mony was to be difpatched ; but the devil, 
I  believe, did then find a way o f ' calming 
m y confcience for the prefent, by putting 
it into m y head that it being to be per

formed
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formed by a heretic, for fuch I  then 
judged, i f  not all the Proteftant minifters, 
at leaft fuch a one as I  now knew  m y un
godly guide to be, it could be indcedjjo 
facrament, nor a repetîîWÎ^’̂ r T tr  ^ Â n d ^  
this confuièd diftindlion I then called to 
mind from what I  had learned ût the 
fchools,. tho’ I  was far enough from being . 
fatisfied that it was right. W hat falvo he 
had for himfelf, I  can only guefs y bût,' as 
far as I  could perceive, he went thro* the 
ceremony with a very compofed counte- ' 
nance and prefence o f mind, and feeming 
devotion j and tho’ he only had his Engliih 
common-prayer book before him , yet he 
read the office all in a good Latin off-hand, 
as the faying is, and without any heiita- 
tion or fblecifm,. as thofe obferved who 
heard him with greater attention than 
I  was then capable of. For tho’ I  was a 
perfeâ: mafter o f the Latin, and he pro
nounced it, as moft o f  his countrymen do, 
in a very intelligible manner j yet fuch was 
m y confufion and hurry o f  fpirits, that I  
fcarcely knew or could mind one word he 
faid. A nd a much greater one, I  dare
affirm,. I, Ihould have been in; had I  been

either
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either able to attend to the folemnity o f  the 
office, or had been made acquainted with 
it before,  ̂ But I  was an utter ftranger to 

i f ;  ^ d  it is m y Opinion, that 
" n ^ E o lT T lf iih N ia  be fo, for he never once 

ihewed, much lefs explained, the lead: 
part o f  it in any o f the rneetings I  gave 
him  at his lodgings. A ll  I  could recollect 
o f  the whole, was that I  kept up fo much 
prefence o f  mind, as to appear demure 
and feriou^ all the while, w hich I thought 
very long, and that I  was very glad w heii 
it was over, and much more fo that m y 
abominable hypocrify had not been deteft- 
cd, or rather puniffied, by fome feverc 
judgment. >
T h e  name he gave me was that o f  George' 
Lauder, which was that o f  the governor^ 
whom  he had prevailed upon to pafs for 
m y godfather; and it was accordingly en
tered into the mufter-roll, inftead o f  that 
o f  Salmanazar, which I had till then an- 
fwered to. T h is  new name and furname, 
joined to fome congratulations then given 
m e, and a prefent o f a piftole from d ie 
governor, made me, for fome time, for
get the heavy guilt I  had plunged m yfelf

. into.
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into. But this  ̂ca la i proved but ihort, 
and the delay o f  the bifliop’s anfwer, and 
m uch more M r. Innes’s coldnefs. and in
difference, after he had once: made i ĵçe 
o f  m e, foon brought m ^^ifiiÎpént'o f  m y 
wicked compliance, as I  then jo ^ e d  iti 
though not fo m uch from a fenfe df- reli
gion, as becaufe I  did not look upon m y 
vanity and ambition fufficiently recòm - 
penfed for the atrocious guilt I  had con- 
traâed j and this the reader w ill the better 
judge by what follows.
T h è  long expedted letter came at length * 
it was full o f  commendations to M r. Innés 
for his zeal, befides a , very kind invitation 
to m e from that worthy prelate, to come 
over into England. I  was by that .time 
fo, vyeary o f  a foÎdier’s life, that-1 ihould 
have readily come upon a lefs promifing 
profpeâ: than that which he now began 
again to feed m y  ianguine hopes w ith. 
Some things he talked to me quite incon- 
liftent with what, as I  before hinted, : he 
knew  o f  me, and w hich o f  courfe could 
be no temptations to me, unlefs Ì  was bafe 
enough to add ftill more weight to m y 
gu ilt} o f  this kind in particular was what

he
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he mentioned to me o f  a defign o f  fend*, 
ing me to Oxford, to teach the Formofan 
language to a fet o f  gentlemen, who were 
afterwards to go with m e 'to  convert thofe 
people to" Cflrtliiifnity, w hich, i f  he be
lieved any thing of, he muft needs de
pend upon my inventing fuch a language, 
and involving m yfclf in ftill deeper gu ilt; 
and yet I  own, to m y ihame', though I 
knew  not w ith > h a t view he could men
tion fuch. a propofal, nor looked upon it but 
w ith dread, yet I could not forbear being 
m uch elevated with it, though I  was ftill 
in hopes that I might find fome pretence 
for fetting it afide, and being made ufeful 
there in fome other and more fuitable w ay. 
H o w  I might have behaved in fuch a cafe 
I  know  not, only I have reafon to quef- 
tioh whether I  iliould have had integrity 
and refolution to have confelTed the truth, 
rather than to have involved m yfelf in a 
ilill more iham eful impofture; but, as I  
obferved before, I  knew him too well to 
rely on any o f his fluent and difingenuous 
promifes.

T h e
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T h e  governor, at his requeft, got me d iil 
charged, or rather gave m y captain ano
ther man in my room, 'w hilft M r. Innés 
took care to procure a certificate iigncd by 
that gentleman . and a n'umber o f  other 
officers o f  the garrifon, and cveq by ieve- 
ral miniiters, much more in my commen
dation than I could poffibly defervej after 
which, having got all things in order for 
our departure, w e iet out for Rotterdam, 
where he introduced m e to fontie peribns 
o f confideration for piety and learning, 
particularly the celebrated M r. Bafnage, au
thor o f  the Continuation o f the Jewifli 
H iilory, and likewife to fomc o f  the m i- 
nifiers and gentlemen o f the Engliih  
church, and to Ibmc o f  the French Pro- 
teftarits there; among w hom  I  was fo 
m uch carefled, that I begun to look upon 
m yfelf in a very agreeable and advan
tageous light. There were, however, tw o  
things that mortified me not a little, v iz. 
the mean appearance I made in fome caft- 
o ff cloaths, with w hich M r. Innés had 
fupplied me upon m y leaving o ff my regi
mental ones, but which were, both too big 
and too long for me, and the fhrewd quef- 
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tîbns put to me by feveral gentlemen, which 
convinced me that they did not give all tho 
credit I could have wiflied, to the ac- 
cfount I  gave o f m y fe lf and country* Foraai 
to any real rem orieor concern for the ihame- 
ful part I was aéling, I found it iit lighter 
on m y mindj  ̂ in proportion, to the many 

I things I  met with that flattered m y vanity. 
T h e  more eflfedually therefore to remove 
theiè two pbftacles to it, I  fell upon one o f. 
the m oil whimflcai expedients that could ' 
com e into a crazed brain, viz., that o f  liv
ing upon raw flefli, roots and herbs j and 
it is furprifing how foon I habituated m y
fe lf  to this new, and, till now, ilrange 
food^ without receiving the leaft pre* 
judice in my health > but I was blefled 
w ith  a, good conftitution, and I  took care 
to ufe a good deal o f  pepper, or lOther 
fpices, for a concoiler, whilft m y Vanity, 
and the people’s furprize at m y diet, ferved 
m e for a relifliing fauce.
W e  embarked at the Brill for England in 
the packet-boat, and in our paflage had 
fuch a dreadful ftorm, that as many paf- 
fengers, and among them M r. Innés, got 
into the long boat, as‘ it could well con

tain*
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tain* T h ey  all fliewed an uncommon 
dread in their looks, whilft I , who ftaid 
behind, beheld them with a kind o f ftu-v 
pid̂  undbricern, rather than a generous pityi 
every moment in danger o f meeting w ith 
that dreadful end they had endeavoured 
to avoid} yet, terrible as the light was, 
it hardly raifed in me one ferions fefolu- 
tion .againft the more dangerous delign I  ' 
was unhappily embarked in, or* the more 
dreadful Ihipwreck I had expofcd m yfelf to, 
that o f  the fo u l} or i f  any fuch thoughts 
came tbeii into m y mind, they were foon 
difpelled at our landing at H arw ich, and 
f t  the pleafing profped: with w hich  M r. 
Innes bad . Mattered, m y ambidon and va> 
nity. A t  m y arrival at London, M r.

. Innes, and fome worthy clergymen o f  his 
acquaintance, introduced me to the bilhop 
o f  lA>ndon, by whom  I  was received with 
great humanity, and got foon after a good 
number o f friends among the clergy and 
laity, moft o f  them perfons o f  piety and 

> worth,. But I  bad a much greater number 
o f  oppofers to combat with, w ho put m e 
under a necelTity o f  having m y fenfes and 
memory about, m e more than ever, to avoid 

O  2 a  fatal
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á fatal detedion; fo r i had been fo negligent) 
notwithftanding M r. Itìnes’à caution o f  ’be- 
jng prepared, again ft exigencies, win’l  a lao* 
guage ànd a prudent readinefs at reading 
ànd writing my new invented charaélef, 
that had I  been attacked on that fide, 1 
rnuft have been infallibly 'foiled ; but they 
took a contrary w ay, and though they 
judged rightly, o f  me in the main, yet I  
can fafely affirm, that they have been- very 
far from  being candid, or even juft in the 
account o f  the difcovelries they pretended 
tn  have made to* m y dîiâdvantage j parti-* 
¿ulárlyD fs. Halley, M ead and W ood ward ĵl 
and ais I  hâd' then feveraî zealous patrons 
t)f great candor and integrity, w ho made 
it  their buftnefs to feátch ' into thé bottóni 
o f  thofe reports, they found fo much fo-̂  
phiftry and difingenuity in them, that f 
cannot but obierve here, that the too vifi- 
ble eagernefs' o f  theie gentlemen to ex-i 
pofe toe, at any rate, for a cheat, ferved 
only tO: toake the moré ferions and candid 
part th in k 'thé better o f  me, and to look 
upon toe as' a  kind o f  confel^r, efpeci- 
ally as the three gentlemen abovementioned, 
but'm ore particularly the firft> were known

to
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to fee no great A dm irers-of ithe • O inftian  

N^fevelation, to w hich my patrons thoogbt 
Ï  had given fo. am ple a teftindony. IViy 
fcomplexion, indeed, w hich , was very 
fair, appeared an unanfwerable objection 
ftgainft m e ;' there being but ¡few fuch t<> 
be met w ith in  tholb hot = climates, •eipecit 
àllÿ that o f  Foi-àiôfaÿ which lies--under; thé 
tropic j bul.!by ithe h e lp  o f  w h at ,I hftd 
k-fead or heard! o f  ibm e - ô f  -:thofe coun* 
tries, I  foon i hatched a I.uciiy diftindUoiPi 
between thofe whc*f? bufinefs expires them  
to the hèaitîOffthe fun, [and thofe w ho 
keep altdgethi^t at b o m cj-in  fcool ihades, 
or apartmfents-under gfojand* and fcarce 
ever feel the degree o f  the reigning 
heat. , Aiifi îbis/diftinétiop indeed is not •: only veryi rcafçnablej .but tvas. afterwards 
confirmed by; persons o f  candw and, ex-r 
,perience, ;Wfeo;had beenJn. ihoiè countries, 
and aihrmfid'!that ,they’ ha4 .Àèn;,perfons as 
fair as any. : northern r Eiuropeans, tho’. not 
in fo greatahum h^r, tljat' Uved under the 

■ rays o f a vertical fun» I . , • »
O n the other hand; m y oppofers were as 
m uch a t a ip fs  how  to.fiypd, out m y real 
country, either by tny idiom, or m y  pro- 

O  3 nunci-
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nuñclatioiL b f  the Latin; French, Italian, 
or any other language I was m a iler .o f, 
i^ r  though this may appear an eaiy thing 
to be done,, by thofe w ho .ate acquainted 
w ith  the European languages, and the difr 
ferent pronunciations peculiar to every na
tion, yet both m y idiom and pronuncia
tion were fo nriixed and blended, and I 
m ay fay defignedly fo, by the many lani- 
guages I had learned, and nations I had 
been converfant with, that it was impoíTt- 
ble for the m oil curious judge to difcovcr 
in it any thing like an uniform likenefs to 
any other European one they knew  of. 
D r. M ead, indeed, took upon him to be 
very pofitive from both, that I  was o f ei
ther German or Dutch extract j :>be could 
not have pitched upon a more unlikely 
one, feeing the Dutch idiom and language 
were the only one I  was the leail acquainted 
w ith, and accordingly fome o f ’ m y friends, 
w h o were better judges o f  fuch matters, 
and could plainly fee that mine was more 
oppofite to them  than to any other, did 
freely cenfure h im  for it, and tell him  he 
m ight as well have afErmed me to be an 
Ethiopian from m y complexion, as a G er-

. man
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man from my pronunciation. But the 
truth was, I knew  enough o f  all o f  them 
to blend m y difcourfe more or lefs with 
any o f  them, 'as either to put people up
on the wrong fcent, whilft I kept every 
one from getting into the right one \ for 
I can &fely fay that I  never met withj 
nor heard o f  any one,, that ever guefíéd 

.. right, or any thing near it, w ith refpefl 
to my native country.
I  m ight here add feveral vifiblc advan
tages which m y friends m ight ju ftly 
take in. m y defence,, and among them 
á great number o f  fcandalous falihoods 
difperfed abroad from w hat quarter I 
know  not, o f  which thofe, who were 
better acquainted with m e, knew me to be 

\ w holly innocent, as .well as crimes. I  
was naturally averié to* fueh as drinking, 
gaming, & c. for, bating m y vain-glori- 
pu$ foible, w hich, though I  could not 
overcome, I took fuch care to conceal 
from them by the moft oppofite behavi- 

• our, m y converfation was fuch as the 
m oft cenforious could not have blamed, 
but which m y friends highly admired in 
m e. T h e  plainnefs o f 'my drefs and diet,

O  4  iha
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:thc Httîe trouble I .  gave m yfelf about 
worldly wealth, preferment, or even ac- ^  
quiring or fecuring a bare competency* t.% 
good-natured and charitable difpolition, 
rifibly natural to me, m y averfenefs to 
drinking, lewd women, & c . and a great 
refervedneis to fuch o f  the fair fex as had 
cither loft their reputation, though they 
lived ftill in credit and iplendor, and even tb 
thofe w ho betrayed too fmall a regard fot 
their character, the converiation o f  whom 
I  profeiTedly avoided, though againft m y 
own intereft, not indeed fo mUch from à 
principle o f  virtue, as an affedtation o f itj 
thefe, together w ith the warmth I  natu
rally exprelTed for religion, and the real 
delight I  took, in the public offices o f it, 
appeared fuch convincing proofs o f  m y 
lincerity, that thofe of m y friends, to 
whom  I  was moft intimately known» 
were the moft impatient, and difpleafed 
to have it called in queftion ; for w ho 
could imagine, as they often urged, that 
a youth o f  fo much fenfe and learning 
for his years, fo fecmingly free from am
bition and other vices, could be abandon
ed enough to be guilty o f  fuch abomi- '

. nable

   
  



■ . (  201 )

nable an impofture and impiety, for the fake 
a little plain, homely food and ray- 

ment, beyond w h ic h 'h e  neither makjes 
the leaft effort, or feems to have the Jeaft 
w ifh.
I  am aware that what I  have faid in the laft 
paragraph, w ill fo far carry the face o f  m y 
once favourite vanity, that it will, be cen- 
futed' by feveral o f  m y readers as a rank 
piece o f oftentatioh, Tather than a ilncere 
acknowledgment o f  m y giiiltj tho* a more 
candid one, w ho joins both parts o f jt to
gether, w ill rather fee, that the difplay o f  
the one, is only ’the greater aggravation o f  
the other,. •But ias neither was the motive 
o f  what I  have there laid, but rather to do 
juftice to thofe friends o f  mihe w ho fo 

•• kindly took m y ■ part on that account, 
I  had much rather undergo cenfure a- 
gainfl; mylelf, than to have omitted any 
thing that'can vindicate their charadter, 
and convince thte world that the zeal they 
exprefled for me, Was really the effe€t o f  
a 'm o ll' candid' and charitable conllrudtion 
on a life fo feemingly innocent and dilin- 
terelled, and not owing to any fafh, or 
blind prepolieHlon, or to an unreafonable 

. oppo;
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bppofition againft m y cenfurcrs, much lefs 
to  diihoneft connivance w ith any views^ 
or defigns o f mine j when I  am very iure^  ̂
that i f  they had had any well-grounded 
fufpicion o f  m y being what I was, an im - 
poftor; they would have been the firft 
w ho would not only have expofed m e 
to the world, but would have becomç 
m y moft irreconcileable enemies. And I 
thought m yie lf the more obliged, in 
juftice as w ell as gratitude, to fay thus 
m uch in their vindication; becaufe fom^ 
o f  them, men o f  probity and learning, 
undertook to be m y advo^tes in print, 
and not only complained o f  thpfe iifper? 
hons fo freely and unjuftly caft upon m e, 
but even challenged. m y accufers, in fc- 
veral advertifements. publiihed in the Lon
don G azzette, to prove any o f  them againft 
m e, or to produce any one folid proof or 
objedion againft the account,! had given 
o f  m yielf. Notwithftanding, w hich .cha
ritable efforts on m y behalf, and the can
did vindication they printed fome montlsS 
after, both they and 1 had the mortifica
tion tp find (and I have had fince great 
reafon to biefs G od for it) that m y fabu

lous
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lous account was as much dlfcredited by 

V^the greateft part o f  the world as ever ; 
which proved an efFedual means, in time, 
to bring me, thro’ his mercy,, to a deeper 
fenfe o f my folly and impiety, than I could 
have been, i f  that had gained a more ge
neral Credit. . ,
There was likewiie a variety ©f judgments 
formed about me, by thofe w ho thought 
me a cheat. T hofe o f the church o f  Rom e 
believed I was bribed to that imppfture by 
fome Englifli minifters, on purpoie to ex- 
pofe their church. T h e  Proteftants in 
H olland were m uch o f  the fame m ind; 
but added, that I-w as. farther- hired to 
explode theif; doâiripê o f  predeftination, 
and cry up the epifco'pacy o f  the church 

- o f  England, in dérogation o f  their^Prclby- 
terian government. Here ibme reprciented 
me as a jefuit o/prieift in diigulfe, others as 
a tool o f  the nonjurors, becaufe M r. Innés 
had introduced me ¿mong a fet o f  them, 
particularly the famed M r. Lefley, o f  
Avhofe writings, as well as inftruitive and 
facetious company, I  was very fond j and 
J may add,/that th eir.converfation had 
not a little biaifed me to their principles, 

 ̂ e4>ecially
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cipecially as I  found therti Co conformable 
to the fchool divinity I had learned 
y9nd fea>' tho* it never affeded me fo iar*r 
as to go to any o f  their meetings. H ow 
ever, the reader may fee, by what I have 
faid hitherto, that all theie various opinions 
were but random Ihots, and without any 
foundation. And indeed m y cafe vvas fo  
intricate land perplexing, that it was next 
to impoflible for the ableft beads to have 
guefled what m y motives were, ’ or for 
w hat, o f  by whom', I  w^s induced thus to  
iiiipofe upon mankind. And I am fully 
perfuaded, that m y be^ng w holly innocent 
o f  any fuch vile defigns, either 'againft 
the church 1or-ftate, or o f  being employed 
b y  the enemies o f  either, was the caufe o f  
mydifapppintment turning fo m uch to m y 
advantage, w hich m ight otherwife have 
been attended with a more fatal and 
fhameful catailrophe} and that the merci
ful judge o f  all hearts, know ing *miu^ to 
be aduated only by mere youthful fo lly  
and vanity, without any other dangerois 
or guilty defign, than the indulging a w ild ’ 
and phrantic paflion (w hich  ‘ was grown 
too powerful for me to refift, with that

. little
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little (hare o f reafoil and experience I  was 
then mailer of, and with' thefe. difadvant- 

^ages and temptations 1 laboured under) 
did, in his great pity, prevent in y  going 
on and periihing under fuch a load o f  un-* 
repented guilt, and I accordingly defire to 
be ever thankful for that great and undc-s' 
ferved inftance o f  his divine mercy and 
goodnefs. And» next to m y humble ac-» 
knowledgment o f it, I  do think m yfelf 
bound to declare thus folemnly, that I  
never was fet upon, nor dire(^y or indi->

■ re d ly  indeed, by any fet o f  men. for any 
private ends, to a d  the part 1 did, except 
what I  have lately related o f  M r. Innes's 
encouragements and promifes to m e, in 
which l  am very well fatisfied he had no 
other ends to ferve, but that o f  his own 
private intereft and advancement, 
l  am far enough however from lefied in g 
upon, o f  bearing any relentment againit 
th,/e w ho looked upon m e a s á  tool o f  

,fo m e defigiiing fet o f  men, engaged iA 
fome private defign. It was not natural 
to iuppbfe that fuch a young, and/ in all 
appearance, as well as reality, raw and 
unexperienced fellow, could o f  his ow n

head
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lie^d-have imbarked in fuch an Impof- 
ture, and carried it on fo long, and with 
fuch boldnefs and fuccefs, as to haye p ro - ' 
cured to him felf fo many zealous patrons 
am ong men o f  charadfer for learning and 
probity, uhleis he had been privately fet 
upon, inftruded, and fupported in it, by 
fome defigning perfons o f  more years, 
difcretion, and abilities, tho* from  what 
(quarter was not eafy to guefs, either from  
m y behaviour, writings, or any view they 
could perceive me in purfuit of. A s for 
thofe who. took me for a jefuit,^ prieft, or 
cmiflary from. R om e, they were .certainly 
the wideft from the m ark. T h e  gentle- -i 
men o f  that church were always my, moft 
ilrenuous oppofers, and not. without caufe, 
as they could be very fare that whatever 
defign or errand I  m ight be embarked in, 
it could not be in favour o f  i t ; and had 
m y fabhlous account met with that credit 
w hich it muft be fuppofed was expefted, 
it muft have done their caufe. more dif- 
fervice than any private defign i. m ight 
carry on could have done good. Befides, 
it was vifible I  ftiunned their company as 

as poffible, tho* roy motive for it, 
"y. • - the
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the confcioufnefs o f  m y own guilt, was 
not fo apparent. I  never converfed with 
any o f  them , but in the jarring and con- 
troverfial w a y j and, tho’ at that time 
much againft m y confcience, was a ftrc- 
nuous oppofer o f  their particular doâirines, 
both in, converfatton and writing. I  never 
once entered into any o f  their chapelsj 
(nor have iince, all thé time 1 have been 
in England) neither did I  ihew  the leaft 
favour or partiality towards them; T h is  
was indeed rather looked upon as ah art!- 

. fice, faid- t o . be very ufual and common 
amongft them, it being urged as an ob- 
fervation o f  a long {landing, that thole 
difguifed emiilaries aifeded to appear the 

 ̂m oil putrageous enemies o f  that caufe they 
were privately carrying on. W hether the 
fa il be true or not, I  can- only iay, that I  
never knew o f  any fuch but by hearfay ; 
neither am 1 any farther concerned about 
it, than to fay, that 1  was thefartheft from  
being one o f  that fort, and that whatever 
 ̂h ave ,faid or written againft that church, 

was only with a yiew o f  gaining credit to  
m yfelf, withput any view o f  ierving or 
hurting it, or indeed caring which o f  the

tw a
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tw o was likely to be the refult. For tho* 
all. the arguments I  had heard or read a- 
gaind it» and in which I was not a little 
verfed, had not yet been able’ to wipe o ff 
the prejudices o f  m y education, which I 
had imbibed under the jefuits and domi* 
nicans, o f its being, i f  not the only faving 
church as they affirm it to be, yet, at lead, 
o f  its not beip^ fo bad and corrupt, lb dan
gerous and'-damnable a one as fome Prote- 
darits, with more zeal than charity,, have 
reprednted it, under the odious titles o f  
A nti-chrid, whore o f  Babylon, See. never- 
thelefs, m y youth and inconfiderate vanity 
would not fuffer me to enquire whether or 
no, or how (far, I incurred a guilt in mjr 
oppofing and expoiing it. ,  *■ T
It was likewife from the iam e lhameful 
m otive o f  vanity that ,Í pretended, from 
m y own knowledge, - not only to confirm 
but aggravate the black account which authors 
had publilhed againd: ffie jefuits and oiher 
miffionaries, clpeeially with regard to 
beaded converlions and fuccefs in the £a1|^ 
Indies, and more particularly concerning 
the caufe o f the perdcution raifed againd 
the Chridians in Japan; when all that I

knew
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knew  o f it was only from reading or 
hear-fay. And ai'to 'the Jefuits, though I  
was then and am ftill fenlible that fome 
o f their maxims, tenets, and- politics,' do 
juilly deferve to be condemned j yet I- 
was far enough from having fuch difad- 
vantageous' notions o f  that fociety, as the 
world feems generally to-have of if, and 
much lefs from any thing I fra^  ever ob- 
ferved among them, coniidering how 
young I was when I left them, and how 
clofe and reclufe they keep themfelves 
from the reft o f  the world. But whe* 
ther they deferve the difadvantagcous cha- 
rader they have, or not, which is beft 
known to him, to whom both they and 
iWery man is to give an account at the 

ila ft great day, it is incumbent upon me 
thus far to do them juftice, as to own, that 
thofe reflexions I have caft upon their 
miflionaries in China and Jipan, had no 
other foundation than common report, 
wk»f-ut any enquiry whether that was 
tr^i^or falfej fo far was I from having any 

•jaft or real reafon for. confirming or ag
gravating it. A s for the reft o f the priefts 
o f  that church, as far as I  was capable o f  

■ P  judging
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judging o f  them , in thofe juvenile days in 
w hich I. was more intimately converfant 
w ith feveral o f  them , I can only fay, 
with the common voice, that there are 
good and bad among them , though per
haps to a much higher degree than I have 
had occaiioh to obferve o f  thofe o f  any 
other church. One thing I can truly fay, 
however, to their praife, that they gene
rally take greater care to inftrudt their 
youth in matters o f  religion, and to oblige 
them all to ailifl: at their catechetical lec
tures on Sundays in the afternoon. T h e  
misfortune was, that we had no books to 
learrt them by heart beforehand, but the 
prieft was forced by repetitions to incul
cate them in our, memories j whence ^  
followed, that thofe who were wanting,, 
either in attention or memory, went a- 
w ay little the better for the pains he took 
w ith them. , A s for m e, I never failed 
com ing, becaufe m y memory beingVery 
tenacious, and m y apprehenfions p i  
quick, I could carry an anfwer o f S  
length at once or twice repeating, fc.  ̂ ha'i 
I  was m oftly the firft interrogated, and re- ' 
ceived no fmall.commendations frpm our )

inftrudprs,!̂

   
  



( 2 I I  )

inílrudors, efpecially as I  was one o f  the 
youngeft, and was as ready at thofe an- 
fwers on the next meeting, .as i,f I  had 
thought on nothing elfe all that time. 
A n d  as this ufed to m ake me to be m uch 
admired by the numerous audience, fo it 
o f  courfe 'failed not to feed me with fe- 
cret pride, and a natural fondnefs for all 
fuch occafions o f fliewing my talents.
T h e  fame happened to me on my coming 
firft into England, when Dr. Innes, proud 
o f his pretended profelyte, introduced me 
into the company o f  all the learned di
vines o f  his acquaintance,. that they might 
hear me defcant on the grounds of my 
converiion ; and I was by that time fo 
y^ell verfed in that kind o f learning, more 

^from  the bpoks I occafionally read on that 
fubjedl, than from any pains he had taken 
to inftrudl me, that I believe few  people 
o f my years, notwithftanding I had mur
dered fo much o f  my time, ' could have 
faijf ̂ nore in defence o f  the Chriftian re- 
li^on j all w hich was fufficiently acknow- 
lodged with no fmall commendations- and 
congratulations, both by all that heard me, 
and by thofe who have firft read thefe ar- 

(. P  2 guments
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guments in .the fiditious book above- 
mentioned } for that fyftem o f  religion, and 
defence o f Chriftianity, was what I had 
m oftly extraded out o f  Liinborch, and 
fom e other divines, without D r. Innes’s- 
help, or even knowledge, though what 
follows there, with refped to Church go
vernment, was w holly his, as may be ea- 
fily perceived from the difference o f ftyle 
and method. H owever, when all thefe 
kinds o f  converfations were ended, m y 
d o d o r failed not to fpur m y pride ftill far
ther on, by telling me what thofe gentle
m en faid in m y commendation, w hich, 
w hether or not exaggerated by him, gave 
m e fuch an extraordinary notion o f  my 
parts, that I was proud o f every opportun i^  
o f  ihewing m yfelf in all companies a n d jj 
public places, without any other view than 
that o f  feeding m y natural vanity, whilfl: 
he was privately purfuing what appeared 
to  him more weighty, the advancing o f  
his fortune, to w hich end he ftrove 
troduce m e, and him felf by m y iiiei . i 
all the great men in church and^# atc>^ 
which he found no hard m,atter it;**do, 
becaufe, ere I had befen in London threé

months, ‘
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months, I had been fo cried up for a pro
digy* that they were all exceedingly de- 
iirous o f  feeing and converfing w ith m ej 
and not only the domeftic, but even the 
foreign papers, had helped to blaze forth 
many things in m y praife, for w hich there 
was not any foundation. Thus I  rem em 
ber a remarkable article from London, 
printed in the D utch and French papers, 
that the young Japaner had been prefented 
to the archbiihop o f  Canterbury, w h o 
admired him  chiefly for his readinefs in 
fpeaking a great variety o f  languages. 
Whereas I cannot call to mind that I fpoke 
any but the Latin, which his grace having 
either forgot, or being unufed to m y fo- 

lyre ig n  pronunciation, was forced to have 
^interpreted to him, by D r. Innés, înEnglifli., 

So that I found I needed not to be very 
folicitous to blow m y ow n trumpet, 
when the common cry, and the public 
p?rers, did it beyond m y expedation for 
; j f .  I  had indeed a fluency o f  the Latin, 
and a fmattering of feveral modern lan
guages, as well as a great readinefs in learn
ing them, had I applied m yfelf to them i 

^ but I bbafted o f more knowledge in them 
• by
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by far than I had, efpecially in the oriental 
ones; tho’ at that time quite ignorant o f 
them; ^
I had not been two months in London be
fore the dodor perfuaded me to tranflate' 
the church c'atechifm into m y pretended 
Formofau language; and I, tho’ much a- 
gainft m y  w ill, was forced, by his over
bearing command, not only to perform the 
odious talk, but to prefent it afterwards to 
the biihop o f London, w ho received and 
rewarded it with his ufual candor and ge- 
ncroiity, and laid it up among his other 
curious manuferipts, tho’ it rather deferved 
to have been condemned to the flames, 
tlow ever, the doftor had his own views to 
ferve, one o f which was to confirm m e in’*'̂  
the good opinion o f that worthy prelate, *. 
and o f as many other gentlemen as fliould 
either fee or hear o f it. And aLOther, to 
make me exert my talents in inv^enting and 
familiarifing rnyfelf to this pretended Fo;*- 
mofan language and charadter, for f e a r ^ ' 
want o f  it ihould caufe fome unexpedled 
difeovery, at leaft before he had got the 
preferment he was in purfuit of. W hen I 
had flniihed the pretended verfion, die not

» only
1 *
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only examined it him ielf carefully, but got 
other perfons to do the fame, who all 
found the language fo regular and gram
matical, as well as different from  all others 
they knew, both with refpe<fl to the words 
and idiom, that they gave it as their opi
nion, that it m uil be a real language, and 
could be no counterfeit, much lefs have 
been invented by fuch a ftripling as I j and 
hence fome o f thofe o f my oppofers, who 
thought me a Rom ifh prieft in difguife, 
imagined that I had beeri aflifted in, or 
taught it, by fome o f the fraternity be
yond fea. I fliould have obferved, that I 
had taken care to write it in one column 

^ in  Roman charadter, with an interlineal 
• Latiri verfion in Italick, and in my invent- 

- ed charadler on the oppofite column.
A s he found me to fucceed fo well in this 
vile piece o f  invention, he foon after pre
vailed upon me to write the hiftory of 
Fprmofa, and got feveral o f his and my 
l[^,.quaintancc to back the motion, as a 
thing which would bring much credit and 
profit to me, and be vefy acceptable to the 
public. One might have imagined, thatataik 
fo arduous and dahgerous would have llart-

' , ■ 4 led
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led fuch a raw young fellow as I wa^, be
ing then fcarce twenty years old, and fo 
very great a ftranger to thefe countrit I 
had indeed, got fome imperfedl, nl.iorjs 
from  a few  books that had fallen in m y 
way, as well as from converfation with 
th'ofe who had' either been in thofe parts,^ 

"or had read mòre about them than I,* 
but was forced to hatch many things out 
o f  my own fertile fancy, to fupply the 
defedts o f  my knowledge. . One thing 
I  found a great help arid relief from, that 
the accounts ’ we > then had o f  that ifland 
from Candidus, a D utch nninifter, w h o ' 
had refided there, and from the reft o f  the 

‘ writers w ho had in fome meafure copied 
him , V were ftuifed with fuch moriftroiis 
abfurdities and contradidions, and that the 
place upon the who^e was- fo ver^ un
know n to the Europeans, even to fhoie 
w ho had"been in China, Japan, and other 
parts o f  that country, that I m ight the 
more' eafily m ake whatever I f lio u h ^ |^  ' 
o f  it, to pafs current with the g e r j^ ^ W  
o f  the world. So 'that without m u e p ^ ^
fitation I undertook the work, and rèlolv- ‘ » ,  •
ed w ith m y fe lf to give fuch a deCqfiptìòn

“ • ' o f
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o f  it as ihould be wholly new and furpriz- 
ing, and fliould in moft- particulars claili 
with all the accounts other writers had 
given o f  i t } particularly that it belonged to 
Japan, contrary to w hat all other writers 
and travellers have affirined o f  its being 

"fubjedl to China. And this I was left to 
hammer out o f  m y ow n brain, without 
any otKer affiftance than tha_t.of Varenius’s 
defcription o f  Japan, which D r. Innés put 
into m y hands, to ̂ get* what I could out o f  
it. A ll this while both he and the book- 
fellers were fo earneft, fot m y difpatching 
it out o f  hand, whilft the town was hot 
in expedation o f it, that I  was fcarcely 

^allowed -two months to write the whole,
* nbtwithilanding the many avocations I had
* by fréquent vifitors, and invitatioñs abroad. 
'.So . that it is no wonder the thing c^mc
out fo crude, im perfed, and abfurd, and 
more fo would it have 'been,  ̂ had not 
f*he perfon, w ho engíiíhed it from  m y 
)latin, aííiíled me io  corred m any more 
an ¿ greater improbabilities,, which I  had 
not had time to diicover : but he like- 
wife was hurried on by the booklellers/ 
and had the fewer opportunities o f  con- 

.  ̂ fulyng
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Befides, tjljeto 
was one maxim 1 could never be prevailed 
upon to depart from, viz. that whatever 
I  had once, affirmed in converfation, Itho’ 
to ever fo few  people, and tho’ ever*.jto 
improbable, or even abfurd, ihould never 
be amended or contradidled in the narra
tive, T hus having once, inadvertently 
in converfation, made the yearly number 
o f  facrificed infants to amount eighteen 
thoufand, I could never be perfuaded to 
lefTen it, though I had been often made 
fenfible o f  the impoffibility o f fo fmall an 
ifland lofing fo many males every year,* 
without becoming at length quite depopu
lated, fuppofing the inhabitants to have 
been fo ftupid as to com ply with, or the'  ̂
priefts inhuman enough to have exaited - 
fuch a number o f human vidlims. I, muft . 
moreover obferve here, that m y friends 
found flill a m uch weightier óbjedtion a- 
gainft my account, viz. how fuch a ftVip- 
ling as I muft be when I left that co4^  
try (for being then but near tweiity years, 
o f  age I could not be fuppofed to have 
been above fifteen- or fixteen, upon m y 
pretended coming away) could give fuch

\a lar^o
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a large and particular account o f  it, as 
could hardly have been expedled from a 
man o f  twice m y age. M any o f  them 
were hence inclined to impute what ŵ as 
fo liable to objeflion in my narrative to 
m y want o f years and experience, w hich 
might make me the more liable to miftake. 
T his, though a very candid excufe for 
me, I was not inclined to admit of, and 
therefore, to abate the wonder, was forced, 
by Dr. Innes’s advice, to aflume three 
years more than I had, and to pretend I  

^was nineteen years when I came away, 
and between twenty-two and twenty-three 
at the writing o f the book; more than that 
had I pretended to be, jmy face, air, and 
behaviour would have given riie the lye, 

’'fo r  in that only refped did I appear what 
I really was, a raw, young, hot-headed and 
inconfiderate ftripling. However, thefe 
monftroiities, as I may juftly call them , 
T^hibh gave me fo much trouble to vindi
cate afterwards, both in company and in 
a new preface to the fecond edition o f  that 
vile romance, have really, fince I  came to 
be in a better mind, proved no fmall com
fort to me, fince they have been an cfFec- 

. ■ ** tual
• (
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tuai means o f  diferediting the whole rela
tion, and faved me the trouble and ihap .̂e 
o f  doing it in print, efpecially during the 
life o f  many o f my worthy friends, who, 
from a real principle o f candor and charity, 
had publicly engaged in m y quarrel, and 
to whom  "Tiich an open acknowledgment 
ntaift have.given the greateft mortification j 
•fo tha«^hough I was come by that time 
to  abhor the .hnpofture, yet I contented 
m yfelf with owning it only to fome o f  my 
m oil intimate friends ; and in other com 
pany, when queftioned about it, with 
turning the fubje6t in fuch manner as 
ihould give them to underiland, that I was 
afliamed to enter farther into it.
T h e  firil edition had not been long pub- 
liihed before it was all fold, and a n ew  
one demanded, with fuch alterations and 
vindication o f  the old one as might m oil 
likely promote the fale, and farisfy at 
once the curiofity o f  the public, and'the 
avarice o f  the proprietor j for, as to me, 
I  had only the fmall funi o f  ten guineas 
for the copy o f  the firil, and twelve more 
for the improvements in the fécond, be- 
fides fuch prefents as were made me bythe

   
  



( )
the generous few  to whom  I prefented 
them. But before I ventured on the fé
cond, I was, fent by the good biihop o f  
London, and my other friends, to Oxford, 
to purfue fuch iludies as I was fit for, or 
inclined to, w hilil m y oppofers and advo
cates were difputing here about-the merit 
or demerit o f  the fiift. A n d . when I  
came to the univerfity, Ifound many learned 
and worthy friends as warmJy "engaged 
for, as others were againii me j and 
with this.' feeming advantage on my fide,' 
at which I have had frequent occafion to 
blufla, that the former were men o f  the 
beft charailer for candor and probity, as 
well as learning and parts, and whom , for 
that very reafon, I forbear, as I ought, to 
name, their partiality for me being the 
mere efFc<5l  o f  too extenfive a charity and 
generofity, and which only expofed them 
to the farcafms and ridicule o f  m y oppo
nents.
However that be, I had a convenient a- 
partment aifigned me in one o f  the moft 
confiderable colleges by the worthy h.ead o f  
it, a man in high reputation for his writ
ings and univerfal skill ia  all polite litcra- 

*   ̂ ture.
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ture, and efteemed one o f  the mo(t r.c- 
compliihed gentlemen o f  his age. 1 was 
not, indeed, immatriculated, for r|af(Mis 
fcarce worth troubling the world with, but 
had «all the other advantages o f learning 
w h ich  that college or the univeriity could 
afford m e, either by accefs to the public 
and private libraries, or by acquaintance 
w ith fonie o f  the learned in feveral other 
colleges as wel] &s our ow n, and in this 
laft I  had, moreover, a very worthy and 
learned tutor afligned m e, who not only 
gave me leave to aflift at all the ledtures 
he read to his other pupils, fome o f whom  
were gentlemen o f  high birth and for
tune, and greatly advanced in learning, 
but allowed, and even invited me to make^ 
fuch objedtions as my mind fuggefted to 
m e, or even to chufe the fubjedt o f  our 
entertainment, whether the Newtonian phi- 
lofophy, logic, poetry, or divinity j which 
laft was, o f all others, m y favourite one, 
as well as in a great meafure his, for he 
took orders foon after I left Oxford.
A s  to the mathematics, in which he was 
alfo well ikilled, though I had a great 
opinion o f that ftiidy, yet could I never

be
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be prevailed to go over the threihold j and • 
the needlefs demonftrations, as I then 
thought them, to many of Euclid’s propo- 
iitions, which appeared to me felf-evi- 
dent, fuch as that the lines that are d^dwa 
through a circle, are longer or iliorter ac
cording to their nearnefs or diilance from 
the centre, and others of the like nature, 
feemed to me rather .-trifling than ferious 
or ufefnl, and I could'ncVet^ have the pa
tience' to be better informed. H iftory, 
efpecially ancient chronology, & c . ap
peared ib dark, intricate and liable to fuch 
unfurmountable difficulties, that I neverex- 
pedled to meet with any fatisfadlion in 
them, worth the time and pains they 
would CO ft to learn, fo that I was a long 
while before I could be induced to read 
Scripture hiftory, neither did I begin to 
be converfant in it till I came to have a tafte 
for the H ebrew tongue, which was not till 
many years after, and that by mere accident, 
as I fliall fliew in the fequel. Church 
muflc, which was then in great perfedfionby 
the encouragement which the w orthy dean 
o f  Chrift-Church gave it, as well as by 
feveral o f  his e-xcellent compoiitions in

that
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that kind, was the main thing that capti
vated m y vain i-oving fancy, and took‘^p^‘‘ ‘ 

' m oil o f  m y fpare hours, though I was 
not a little afliamed to fee what drunken, 
idle ragamuffians compofed alm oil every 
choir there, and with what indolence, to 
call it by no wprfe a name, they performed 
their parts, except on fome more folemn 
occafions than ordinary, as when the bi- 
ihop, or ibme perfons o f  diilindlion, ap
peared at the Divine worihip. T h e  even
ing I com m only fpent w ith fome feleiSl 
company, but without drinking to excefs, 
or even to a degree o f exhilaration, which 
I neither wanted nor was inclined to„ and 
at the ufual hour o f  nine retired to m y 
apartment. But here to m ake a fliew, a tj 
leail, o f  retrieving the time I wafted a- 
broad in the day-time in company, mu- 
lic, & c. I  ufed to light a candle, and let 
it burn the greateft part o f  the night in 
m y ftudy, to make m y .neighbours believe 
I. was plying o f  m y books j and fleeping 
in m y eafy chair, left the bed often for a 
w hole w eek as I found it, to the great fur- 
prize o f  m y bed-maker, who could hardly 
imagine how  I could live with fo little '

deep,

* .
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íleep, and without the ufual ^benefit o f  bed 
refreihment.^ po* b^en blefled with
a ftrong conftitution, feafaned moreover by 
tw o years fatigues in the army,’ and by my 
living moderate and low , I  might perhaps 
have felt the fad efftils o f  fuch an irregu
larity, and I don’t know b u t, my appre- 
henfion o f  it might be one main motive 
jthat induced me to make a ihew  o f it, in 
order to give it the greater merit j for I  
began to pretend to have iwefled legs and 
feet, and a gouty kind o f diftemper, w hich  
m y friends failed not to attribute to that, 
and earneftly intreated me to fubmit to 
more regular hours and method o f reft. 
T h ey  likewife prevailed upon m e to go 
and drink ibme medicinal, waters at a fmalt 
diftance from the city, it being then the 
ieafon, and a good, deal o f  company o f  
both Ibxes retorting to it .; : but as I  knew  
m yfelf to ftand in no need o f  any o f  thoffe 
helps, I  went thither only twice or thrice, 
rather for the fake o f  the company, diver- 
fion, and m uficj but as m y pretended 
lamenels gave me a kind o f gravity, which 
I was not willing to part with, not know 
ing how to keep up to the one without the 

,  other.
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O ther, I  w e n t  ftill limping a b o u t like an 
old gouty f e l lo w , th o u g h  no m a n  could 
enjoy a b ette r  fhare o f  ’ health and flow 
O f fpirits th a n  I  did a ll th é  time I  ilaid 
there.'

It, Were a ihame for me to tell how  idly I 
fpent m oil o f  ’ m y tim(i, and how  little 
progrèfâ Ï made in fuch a place, company, 
Uhd among fUch noble libraries, and learned 
acqUainiancoj ' for, excepting thofe lec
tures w hich I heard from m y tutor, moft 
o f  what I  got was by converfation, but 
little or nothing by reading, except in books 
o f  controverfy, al m oil the. only ones that 
could captivate m y roving m ind.  ̂ Howe*- 
ver, it was during my ihoVt abode here, 
(fcarcely fix months) that I  employed m y 
leifure hours in torreding and revifing m y 
romance o f  Formofa, and wrote the beil 
anfwer I could to  the objedions that had 
beeil made to the firil edition, in a fécond 
preface, w hich , all things confidercd, met 
w ith m uch greater approbation than it de- 
ferved, from thofe few  intimates I  had 
fhewed it toj after which, taking m y leave 
o f  all m y friends there, I fet out for London, 
where I foon after publiihed that fécond

cdi-
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edition. A t m y coming to my old lodgings 
in Pall-M all, where Dr. Innés and I had for
merly lodged, I was told that he was gone 
over chaplain-general to the Englifla forces in 
Portugal. I  had no reafon to regret his ab- 
lence, for he had, before I went to O xford, 
been guilty o f  fuch notorious and barefaced 
immoralities, as well in this as in a former 
lodging in the Strand, both thofe o f  fober 
and reputable families, that his character 
had greatly fuffered by it, and he went a- 
way, ju ft time enough to faye him felf the 
mortification o f  being iliamefully turned 
out o f  this laft, as he had been out o f the 
former, fîad  I been, indeed, a real con
vert from heathenifm to Chriftianity, it 
m ight have been truly faid o f him, what 
our Divine M ailer faid of the Pharifees, 
compafling fca and land to gain a profe- 
lyte, and making him ten times more 
wicked than themfelves; and he hath been 
more than once feverely ' reproved by his 
acquaintance, for the fcandalous example 
he gave to me in particular, who was 
admired by them for the contrary virtues. 
T h e  truth is, he had an almoft infurmount- 
able propenfity . to wine and women, and 

,  0 ^ 2 when
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' whefi fraught with the form er, fell immo
derately foul on the latter, whether maids 
or married, not fcrupling to ufe even vio
lence j w hich I particularly mention, bc- 
caufe his behaviour in thefe, and feveral 
other re^edts, 'tè  fay nothing o f  what I 
have hinted in a former note, gave me but 
too much caufe to think that he had no real 
regard to -rçligionj cither natural or re
vealed } foi .that had I not been happily 
reftrained by Divine Grace, his example 
would not have failed to have extinguiihed 
all fenfe o f  remorfe which accompanied every 
indirect adlion I did, and confirmed me 
in downright infidelity, in w hich cafe I 
might never havo been fo happily m:aie 
feniiblc o f  the error o f  my ways, as I hav'î 
lìnee been, nor ever repented o f  them, tib

. it had been too late, I have therefore 
great reafon to acknowledge it the greatefl: 
mercy that could befal me, that I was fo 
well grounded in the principles and evi
dence o f the Chriftian religion, that nei
ther the 'con ver ration o f the then free
thinkers, as they loved to ftile themfelves, 
and by many o f whom I was feverely at
tacked, nor the writings o f a Hobbs, Spinofa,

Toland,
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Toland, Collins, Tindaj, & c. againft the 
truth o f  Divine revelation, could appear to 
me in any other light than as the vain ef
forts o f á dangerous fet o f  men to over
turn a religion, the heft founded, and m oil 
judicioufly calculated to prompts the peace 
and happinefs o f m ankind both 'tem p o
ral and eternal j I m uil own, that the fo- 
phiilry which perpetuall)^ runs thro’ their 
writings, like the warp through the woof, 
gave me but too much cauic to fufpedl 
their iincerity, and that the inveteracy they 
ihevv againft the nobleft fyftem o f  mora
lity that ever could be thought of, to
w hich all their united force could never(
fubftitute any thing better, or near fo good, 
is but a forry proof o f  their pretended love 
to truth, and to the good o f mankind, ef- 
pecially when I confidered how fully and 
frequently their writings have been an- 
fwered and exploded by better hands, with
out any other vifible eífeél than that o f 
their trumping up the fame old trite argu
ments in fome new drefs, and claiming a 
freih vidlory from them.

<3L 3 . J hops
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I  hope that what I  have now wrote w ill 
n o t. be deemed by the candid at leaft, as 
defigned to proclaim my own praife, fee
ing. it rather aggravates m y guilt that I  
could a ft fuch a notorious piece o f  hypo- 
cri ly, contrary to the ftrongeft convidions 
I  then felt, that it was impious and of- 
fenfive to God. W h at I chiefly men
tion it here for, is only to obferve, that 
it was that very convidion (w hich his 
good providence would not fuffer to be 
quite extinguiihed in me, though he per
mitted it to be fo long kept under by the 
impetuofity o f my wild and ungovernable 
vanity) that did at length co-operate with 
his grace to work in me an utter abhor
rence both againfl: that vile and dangerous 
paifion, and the ftill viler crimes it had 
involved m e in : for i f  fincerity is one 
o f  the m oil eflential virtues p f  the gofpel, 
h o w  abominable m ud fuch a long-wind
ed and multifarious difltmúlation appear to 
a  guilty peribn, when brought to a deep 
fenfe o f it, however light it might feem to 
him  in the more youthful and inconflderate 
part, o f  his life ? Thofe only who have 
fclfcillt judge o f  the fmart and horror o f  it,

under
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under which nothing coijld well fupport 
them but a hire reliance on the death and 
merits o f  a Divine Saviour^ and a fincere 
repentance for, and deteftation o f  it. 'For 
as fuch a happy change can only be the 
work o f Divine Grace, fo it gives one a 
moral and comfortable aiTurance o f pardon 
and acceptance at the throne o f-  infinite 
m ercy, through th e , efficacious-intercef- 
iion o f  our common Redeemer and eternal 
High Prieft.
But though I  occafionally mention it here, 
I  would not have it inferred from thence, 
that I  began fo fopn to give w ay to fo fa- 
lutary a remorfe. 1 was too young, vain, 
raih and thoughtlefs to be any other way 
influenced by it, than as it put m e upon 
finding out the mofl: fenfelefs excufes and 
palliatives^ fuch as every one may eafily 
gueft at, that hath been, like m e, a flavp 
to youthful paffions. So that above h a lf 
a fcore or a dozen years were mif-fpent in 
a courfe o f  the m oil ihameful idlenels, va
nity and extravagance j fome fort o f  gal
lantry w ith the fair fex , w ith many o f 
whom , even perfons o f  fortune and cha- 
rader o f  fenfe, wit, and learning, I  was 

0^ 4  become.à
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become a great favourite, and m ight, i f  I  
could have overcome m y natii'ral ftieepiih- 
re fs  and fear o f  a repulfe, have been more 
fuccefsful either by way o f  matrimony or 
intrigue j w hich I have fince the mòre 
wondered a t , ’' eonfidering m y great pro- 
pehiity «to worhen was as ilrong as 
m y  vanity, and the opportunities fo many 
and inviting, and I fo little fcrùpulous a- 
bout the danger or guilt o f  them j yet I may 
tru ly fay, that hardly any man who m ight 
have enjoyed fo great a variety, ever in
dulged him felf in ib few  inilances o f  the 
unlaw ful kind as I  have done. T h is j  
am  far from hinting by way p f pretence 
to  a greater degree o f  virtue, o f  w hich 
no man could then havealefs ihare than I ;  
fo r  in thofe 'few , wherein. I  was unhap
pily engaged, but efpecially one wherein 
m y aife(ftion was captivated to an immo-? 
derate degree, no mart purfucd them with 
m ore eagernefs and excefs than I did. But 
I  am far enough from being inclined to 
entertain m y reader with a detail o f  m y 
fad irregularities and follies, either in this 
or other relpeéts, which I h îve long 
fince looked back upon with ihame and

.forroŵ
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forrow ; only, with regard to inch' kind o f  
UnUwful amours,. I cannot recal to mind 
tny. ftrong and vehement bias for them, 
without thankfully acknowledging that 
there muft have', been fome. fecret provi
dence that kept me front, giving fuch w ay 
as I m ight otherwife have done, to  the 
ruin o f  m y health, circumftances, & c , 
or m y - being unwarily, drawn into fdme 
unhappy marriage, or other-fnares, into 
V hich  I have obferved miany a one lels 
raih, extravagant, and inconfiderate than I , 

' have fo unhappily fallen into.
I  was led into this fenfe o f  G od’s divine 
providence towards me, by fome (I may 
fay) unavoidable obfervations on his gra
cious difpenfations, in which it was im - 
poffible for me to be miilaken : one was, 
rny meeting with an almofl: confiant dif» 
appointment in m y m oil pleafing profpefls, 
m y m oil fanguine expeilations and favou
rite projedls, whenever the-end propofed 
was the fatisfailion o f  my predominant 
pafllon, or the means to attain it were 
iuch as m y confcience condemned as un
law ful; fo that I feldom failed o f  reaping 
fome pungent Ihamci mortification or dif. 

* ' grace.
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graccy .where I expefled approbation and 
applaufe, or with loiTes and poverty, where 
I  looked for profit or gain. On the other 
hand, whenever I  chearfully entered into 
any laudable method o f  living that offered 
itfelf, or rather, w hich  the fame good 
Providence .threw  in m y w ay, I  always 
m et with furprifing fuccefs, and with fuch 
credit and approbation as made me ample 
amends for thé ftruggles m y pride made 
againfl: it on account o f  its meannefs. 1  
ihall take the liberty o f giving a fignal 
infiance, becaufe it hath an immediate 
connedlion with the impofture I was ftill 
firiving to carry on, and confequently de- 
ferves. to be expofed.
I  had been about five or fix years in E ng
land, and lived in fuch an extravagant and 
carelefs manner ( if  not in expenccs, which 
were rather moderate than lavifh, had I 
been in any laudable w ay o f  gaining a 
competency, but' ^ h ic h  for want o f  that 
often run me into debt, without any vifi- 
ble way o f  extricating m yfelf) when a plau- 
fible way was offered to. m e, by one Pat- 
tenden, o f  getting money, and credit too, 
by a white fort o f  Japan which he had

found
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found out, and was then, in vain, endea
vouring to recommend,to the world, tho* 
it was really a curious fort o f  work. His 
propofal was, that I ihould father, and 
introduce it, under the notion o f m y hav
ing learned and brought the art from 
Form ofa; on which condition,' and niy 
putting now and then a hand to the 
painting, he offered me a confiderable 
ihare in the profit. I  readily agreed to his. 
propofal, not only on account o f  the pro
fit w e fuppofed it would bring, but much 

, more fo as it would yield a kind o f  
convincing proof to the fabulous account 
I  had given o f  m yfelf. W e  accordingly 
advertifed it under the name o f  W h ite  
Formofan W ork  j and it was viewed and 
greatly admired by the curious for its fine 
whitenefs, fmoothnefs, and hardnefs, and 
for the beauty o f  the other colours painted 
upon i t : notwithftanding w hich, and all 
the extravagant encomiums w e gave it, 
by far beyond what it really deferved, and 
our care and artifice. to conceal its real 
faults, for fome it had, w e could never 
make it fucceed fo as to be gainers by it* 
A nd though our difappointment m ight be

ow ing
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owing, in fome meafure, to the vaft high 
price he rated it at, contrary to m y opi
nion, yet I have caufe to blefs God it fo 
'happily mifcarried, and was forced to quit 
. i t } for had the projeit fucceeded accord
ing to m y fanguine hopes, it would have 
hardened -me only the more irretrievably in 
m y vileim pofture and fclf^conceit, but its 
being fo unaccountably blafted,' in fpite o f  
all our endeavours to puih it forward, did 
not a little contribute to infpire me with 
a diilike to all fuch unlawful and diihoneil: 
ways o f  getting o f money, though this 
was not the immediate refult o f  m y difap-*- 
jjointment 5 on the contrary, I grieved at it, 
and at feme other o f  the like nature, for 
fom e years, till the frequency o f them made 
m e fee clearly into' the true caufe o f  them, 
and fully perfuaded me that nothing but an 
honeft and fincere intention, followed by 
the ufe o f  right and lawful means, could be 
attended with fuccefs j for I  attempted fince 
then feveral other means o f  getting o f  mo-» 
ney, w hich, though not equally odious as 
this, were iUll blameable in m e, by rea- 
fon o f  m y incapacity for them, fuch as the

pradifing
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pradlifing a kind o f empyrical phyiic, teach*, 
ing o f fome .modern languages,. & c. o f  
Avhich ;I neither was a fufficient ■ matter, 
nor capable o f a competent application to 
make m yfelf fo. However, as lw a s  hap^ 
pily difappointed in them all, ,and as. I  had 
reafon to think juftly too, it fet mê , at 
length, on a more honeft and ^laudable 
fcent i and it was not long before Provi
dence threw That in m y way, v h ic h  nei
ther my pride nor nay reluctance to a clofe 
application, would have fuffered me to 
have fought after, or even thought o f : for 
a counfellor of Lineoln’s-Inn, who brought 
up his three fons and a daughter under his 
own eye, and had a better opinion o f  me 
by far than I deferved, fent for me, and 
propofed to me the inttruCting his fons in 
the Latin ■ tongue, and fuch other branches 
o f  learning, as I ihould think them capa
ble of, at his own chambers. I readily ac
cepted the offer, notwithftanding the falary 
was rather too fmall for the charge, as I  
vvas to attend them twice a day,- and fpend, 
at leaft, three hours with them every day, 
and lived at fome diftance from him. I 
vvas, in about ,a year’s time, honourably 

 ̂ difeharged,

   
  



(  23« )
difcharged, upon his fending them to be 
farther educated beyond fea.
Soon, after this I  was recommended to be 
tutor to a young gentleman, about eight 
miles from London ; his father, w ho was 
an officer in the army, had kept him for fe- 
veral years' at'fom e conhderable fchools to 
little purpofe, for when I came to him, 
h e  could  hardly tranflate one line out o f  
the plained Latin authors, which he at
tributing rather to the remiffnefs o f his for
m er mailers, than to his want o f  genius, 
reiblved to give him, a home education. 
I  found him, however, fo unacquainted 
w ith every grammar" rule, and fo averfe to 
begin afreih w ith  it, he being then near 
fifteen years o f age, that I was obliged to 
acquaint his father w ith the little hopes I 
had o f  him  in the literary way, and pro- 
pofed the teaching him fome other branches 
o f  learning, for Which he flic wed ’ a rea
dier genius, and particularly fortification, 
w hich, as I fornoierly hinted, I  Had learned 
from our indolent jefu it, and o f  which I 
was become a pretty good mailer, by con- 
verfation in the army, by feeing  ̂ good 
number o f  confiderable fortrefles in feveral

parts
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parts o f  Europe, and more particularly by 
reading Vauban, Cohorn, and other emi
nent authors on the fubjedt. M y  propofal 
was readily agreed to both by father and fon, 
and the latter made a confiderable progfèfs: 
in it in a little time, infomuch that w e 
had not only gone through all the theory 
o f  it, and he could take, any plan o f  a 
place, but had likewife madera m odel in 
clay o f  a large fortified city, in w hich I  
had contrived to have a ijjecimen o f  every 
thing that related to the art o f  fortifying, 
both in the regular and irregular way, en?- 
gineering, & c . and which, when finiihed, 
was not a little admired, not only as a no
velty, but likewife as a compleat piece o f 
fortification. T h e  misfortune was, that 
m y falary was neither anfwerable, as I  
thought, to the pains I took with m y pu
pil (w hom  I ftill made, at proper times, 
apply him felf to Latin, and other branches 
o f  literature) but likewife, through the esi- 
travagance o f  the father, very ill paid ; 
which made me fo m uch the more uneafy, 
as I had contraéled fome debts w hich I  
(hould have been glad then to have paid > 
with it. This, at length, determined m e

before
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before the year was quite out, to accept 
o f  an offer, which not only appeared 
more advantageous, but likewife more fuit- 
able to m y vanity, though it fo far difo-* 
bliged the gentleman’s father, that he 
made no fcruple to refufe paying me what 
was ilill due to me, and to let me go 
from him w ith vifible^ tokens o f  his' re- 
fentment!, . ,
T h is happened ju ft after the rebellion was 
broke out in Lancafhire and Scotland, anno 
1 7 1 5 , on which account new troops were 
ráifed every where, and he became fo 
coniiderable and fliifti o f  money, that I  
m ight have made my own terms to have' 
ftaid with him. But, by that time, fome 
o f  my friends had prevailed upon the ma
jor o f  a regiment o f  dragoons, to m ake 
m e the offer o f  being clerk to the regi
ment, and as I knew him to be by far a 
much finer, and more generous gentleman 
o f  the two, nothing could diffuade me 
from accepting it. H e could not, how 
ever, prevail on the other captains to make 
me clerk to their troops, that, being, as 
they faid, a, perquifite belonging to the 
quarter-mafter; but it did not binder

him
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him from retaining me to this, and mak
ing fuch additions to the common falary 
out o f  his own pocket, as made it near 
an equivalent, and the friendihip and 
regard he ihewed me, made me be looked 
upon as a fit companion to the reft o f  the 
officers, feveral o f  vvhom having had a 
liberdl education at fome o f  the univer- 
lities, it was not long before w e came in
to a kind o f  intimacy} there was, befides, 
another thing, which procured me no fmall 
efteem among them, v iz . m y becoming 
very foon. acquainted with the clergy and 
other gentlemen in every place w e came 
to, efpecially with the learned and curious, 
by which means I could introduce fuch o f  
our officers to them as were men ̂  o f  me
rit or charadter, as the moft part o f  them 
were. But what added ftill more weight 
to the reft was, that m y friend, the ma
jor, who had often heard me called by the 
familiar nick-name o f Sir George, in fome 
o f  the families where he had become ac
quainted with me, after the peace o f U - 
trecht, took it into his head not only to 
continue the fame ftile to me, but even 
to give it out, that I had been knighted by 

< , R  queen
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queen Anne. T his k i l  I  was indeed wholly, 
ignorant of, for a'long w hile, and denied 
i t  as often as.the queilion was put to me, 
•but was, however, fo fond o f  the fea
ther in the fool’s cap, that rather than fore
go it, r;I ;uTed to lay a Wronger claini to it, 
under pretence o f  m y birth and family, 
for I ftiU p ^ e d  current for a Formofan, 
and was a? proud as ever o f  being thought 
fo, as it procured me fuch an accefs a- 
mong perfons o f rank and learning, which 
I  likewife made a means o f bringing our 
officers and them into a familiar and agree
able acquaintance, w ho might otherwiie 
.have, been more- than ordinarily ffiy o f  
each other at that critical junilure. I 
m ight add, that as I was likewife a greater 
favourite o f  the fair fex, than any o f the 
red coats, whom  they could not but look 
upon with fome dread at that time, I 
had frequent invitations from them, even 
tbofe o f rank and fortune, whofe curiofity 
would not permit them to fuffer lb great 
a ftrangcr as I was to come, or even to 
pafs fo near them , without having the 

' pleafure o f feeing and converfing with 
him, and informing themfclves in all the

particulars
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pafticulafs that related to him. And as t  
always took-care to behave-in fuch a niian- 
her as might gain their efteem; as well aS 
admirationj fo I could the more eaiily 
troduce fuch o f  our genUemen as bore ah 
unexceptionable character to them, by 
w hich means w e had the fadsfadtiori o f  
fpending many a pleafant day-in their com-  ̂
pany in the m oil innocent and agreeable 
manner, particularly in Lancaihire, and, 
after the fuppreilion o f  the rebellion, where 
w e continued quarters, at W igan, W ar*' 
fington and Manchefter, in w hich laft t  
had,' moreover, the opportunity o f fre* 
quently vihting a noble library belonging 
to the collegiate church, and well furniilied 
with all manner o f  books that could be 
purchafed w ith money : for it is endowed 
Vvith lo o l .  per ann. to fupply it with new 
ones as they come out, and yet, when I  
was there, they had above 500I. in bank, 
and fcarce> knew h ow  to lay it out, in- 
fomuch that they were thinking o f  pur- 
chafing o f  fome o f  the m oil curious m a- 
nufcripts. T his, I could not but obferve to 
them, was ill judged, confidefing the litu- 
ation o f  it, chiefly among tradefnien, who 

' R  2 have
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tiaye' neither tafte nor knowledge o f  fuch 
vd uable pièces» and the few learned men 
lîj that neighbourhood th^t could reap any 
Ijenefit from them, and rather advifed thehi 
to lay out that income in purchafing fuch 
valuable modern’ books, as were yearly 

'publiihed both, in England and out o f  it, 
Ænd w hich, I thought, would better anfwer 
the intention 6 f  the noble donor. T h ey  
feemed to acqüiefçe in what I faid j but 
.whether they followed m y advice or not, 
J never enquired lince. 
pThefe allurements, fo foothing ,to m y na- 

' tural vanity^, and our often moving from 
one county to another, made m e ftay 
longer in the regiment than I ought in rea- 

I fon or confcience (had I -been capable o f  
liftening to either) to hayedone, confidering 
that I  was o f  no fervice, but. only a dead 
w eight to my friend the major, w ho, be
ing moreover :as bad an, œconomift as m y- 
fctf, would, have been glad enough to have 
.been rid o f  me, though he never, either in 
word or carriage, gave me the lead: hint o f 
it, but rather the contrary j yèt lome o f  
.thofe friends o f  mine, w ho had recom
mended me to him at firft, had more than

cncc
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once advifed me to eafe him o f  fo expen-' 
five a load j yet fo pleafed was I with this 
wandering and idle kind o f life, which gave 
me an opportunity o f  travelling through, 
and feeing, fo many countries I fliould 
other wife never have been able to fee, that 
I  could not prevail upon m yfelf to leave, 
the regiment, till itwas ordered into Ireland, 
and then marched as far as Briftol w ith 
them, and^faw them embarked for that 
kingdom : fo that I had been, from firfi: 
to laft, fomewhat above two years in this 
wandering kind o f  amufing life,' without 
reaping any other advantage than the fee
ing variety o f  places and people, and con- 
verfing here and there w ith fome learned 
men and books, though nothing fo m uch 
with the latter as I m ight have done, i f  
m y indolence, vanity and the variety o f  
objefts w hich danced before my eyes, had 
not diverted me from it.
Upon m y return from  Briftol, I was at no 
finali loft hóW to difpofe o f  m yfelf for 
fome time, and having had time to rumi
nate upon my mif-fpent time and idle life, 
was eafily induced, by fome o f  m y friends, 
to alter m y courfe, and, i f  poffible, to- get

R 3 into
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into a w ay o f  earning a competency by m y 
own induftry, rather than live at other peo-. 
pie’s coft, or, which was much worfe, on 
their charity, w hich I could not now but 
look upon m yfelf as a. moft unworthy ob»-' 
jed: o f  j and,, as I had a little fpiattering ç f  
painting and drawing, and had I been 
capable o f  a proper application, might, 
w ith  aiîiftancé, have attained to a conli-. 
derable proficiency in it, having a ftrong 
genius for, and , no indifferent judgment in 
in H ow ever, to go the neareft and eafieft 
w ay to w ork, I  refolved on that o f fan 
painting, w hich required lefs time and 
pains to learn j and had the profit been 
any thing anfwerable to m y afliduity, I  
could have contented to have drudg
ed on with it ftill. But that bufinefs 
was then at fo low  and contemptible an 
ebb, that, though I lived with a good fa
m ily alraoil gratis, and was early and late 
at work, yet I  found it ipipoffible to get a 
bare competency by it j notwithftanding 
the encouragement lèverai o f  m y friends 
and acquaintance gave me. T h is, how 
ever, brought me acquainted with a worthy 
clergyman j w ho, thinking the em ploy

ment
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ment too mean for a man o f  my educatioiv 
and parts> and that I m ight beftow m y 
time to much better purpofe in fome kind 
o f laudable ftudy, particularly that o f  di
vinity, which I had always been moft fond 
o f  and converfant in, engaged to raife a 
fubfcription among his acquaintance, by 
which I m ight be enabled tp̂  follow  my 
iludies with more eafe. H e Bid it accord
ingly, to the amount o f  between twenty and 
thirty pounds per ann. w hich, with the 
help o f  a fmall addition I got to it, by per- 
fedling o f  a young gentleman in the Latin 
tongue and fome other branches jof learn
ing, made it a comfortable competency, 
efpecially as I  was become, by this time, 
a better oeconomift, and had fallen into a 
more frugal way o f living.
But all this while this fubicription. did lie 
fomewhat heavy on my confcience, and at 
fome particular times gave me no fmall unea- 
fiiiefs, inafmuch as it was founded on a belief 
o f  my being a Formofan, and a real con-r 
vert to the church o f England, which thofe 
pious fubfcribers had not any doubt of, that 
I  could find, even to their d yin gd ayj for 
whenever I waited on them, I always met 
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w ith the kindeft reception and civil treat
m ent that could be wiihed. T h is uneafi- 
nefs ftill increafed, as I now and. then met 
w ith  fome people at their houfes, whofe 
behaviour and objedlions, though not in 
plain terms, gave me but too m uch reafon 
to think they had not the Iknae charitable 
opinion o f  m è j and this put m e upon va
rious indirect means to prevent m y friends 
being prevailed upon by them to withdraw 
thejr benevolence. This made me Bften wifli 

. and pray, that I  might but fall .into fome 
more honeft way o f  living without it, and 
free myifelf by it from that aggravated re- 
inorfe, with which I was forced to receive 
it. But though I  was fully perfuaded o f  
the guilt, yet I was not fenfibly enough af- 
fe ile d  with it to make an open confeiTion 
o f  it, and how  unworthy I  was o f  their 
charitable opinion and ailiilance j and con
tented m yfelf with making fome refolutions 
o f  giving up the latter, at leaft, as foori as 
J could get m yfelf into a way o f  living 
without it.
I  became, at length, providentially I  may 
iky, acquainted with a . perfon w ho was 
concerned in various branches relating to

the
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the printing trade, and in very good cir- 
cumftances. H e' was, moreover, a very 
generous and good-natured gentleman, and 
I became, in a little time, fo great a fa
vourite, that he could fcarce pafs a day 
without feeing and cbnfulting me about 
fome o f his affairs 5 arid by his means I  
came at laft to tranflate books,- and to get 
a comfortable living by it. 'I t  was then I 
began to perceive, with i\p fmall joy, how  
God bleifed m y endeavours in propor
tion to m y diligence and honefty, which 
made fo lively an impreflioh on my mind, 
that I  refolved never to be concerned in 
any works, that were either prophane, he
retical, or o f  a trifling nature or ill ten
dency, and have accordingly refufed them 
whenever they have been offered to m e. 
From  tranllating o f  o ther, people’s works, 
I  came at length to print fome o f  my ow n, 
and with the fame laudable view, and have 
found ilill more credit and com fort in it, 
and more caufe to blefs the Divine mer
cy, for the wonderful and- undeferved 
fuccefs I have iince m et with. But o f  
thefe fhall fpeak in a more proper 
place j in mean time I fhall only ob-

fervc
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fervc here, that m y charitable friends, dying 
one after another^ as my bufinefs increafed, 
I  never applied to the furvivors for a conti
nuance o f  their benevolence, but declined 
it  where it was offered, as being then able 
to live without i t : and I  can only add, 
that though I  once looked 'upon thefe fub- 
fcriptions as no lefs unworthily beftowed 
upon, than hafely received by me, yet I 
have had the comfort to obferve fince, that 
they proved the happy means o f freeing me 
from a more laborious and unprofitable life, 
and o f  enabling me to follow  thofe ftudies 
w ith  more eaie' and chearfulnefs, which 
fitted me, in tim e, for thofe more arduous 
and beneficial talks,'which I have been fince 
engaged in j feeing it was during the greater 
part o f  that time, that I  applied m yfelf to 
the H ebrew tongue, and to the more clofe 
Audy o f  the facred books j by which means 
I  had an opportunity o f making a large' 
collcilion o f  critical and other remarks, 
w hich , though defigned then only for m y 
own information, cam e at length to have 
a place in, one o f  thofe works I ihall fpeak 
o f  in the fequel, where they have fince met 
w ith the approbation o f  the public, both in

England
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England and abroad j though even under 
thofe encouragements, and with thofe op
portunities I hM, I muft own, to m y ihame, 
that I was ftill far enough from fuch a lau
dable application, as might have turned' 
them to better advantage j and that. I  .j(lill 
mif-fpent a great deal o f  my time in A ioofe, 
carelefs manner, and that it was' not till 
after a year or two that I difengaged m yfelf 
from company, efpeciall/ o f  the fair fex, 
though, one perfon excepfSd, rather trifling 
than culpable, to follow  m y books more 
clofely. I flw ll, therefore ikip all the for
mer part o f  m y time, from the twentieth 
to the thirty-fecond year.o f my age, as a 
fad blank to every thing that was good or 
laudable, and fraught with a difmal variety 
o f  folly, indiferetion and other mifearrjages, 
w hich would rather diiguft than inform, 
or even divert a fober reader, to enme to a 
more hopeful and inftruftive period i and 
only obferve, before-^hand, that it was no 
fmall happinefs to m e, (w hich, to whatlb- 
ever owing, I ought at leafl: to attribute to 
m y own diferetion) that the many learned 

'  and pious perfons J was formerly, and con-, 
tinued Hill, acquainted >vith, (for it was

w ith
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w ith iuch that I m oftly chofe to converre) 
were never acquainted with, nor, a s ^  
could perceive, ever fufpedled me o f  beirtg 
guilty o f fuch a ihameful, idle and fcahda- 
lous way o f  living, but believed that^I^, 
ipent moft o f  m y time to better purpofc j 
elfe it is not to be doubted but I had been 
difcarded and ihiinned by them. In which 
cafe I flio u li have entirely loft the moft ef- 
fe(ftiual means o f  coming into a better way 
o f  thinking, w hich their converfation, ex
ample, and the many good books which 
they lent m e, did at length happily bring 
me to, and been left, like a weather-cock, 
expofed to all w in d s: for though I could 
talk, and, at fome ferious intervals, think as 
ferioufly as they o f religion and its moft 
important duties, and even comply with 
them in fuch a manner, as feemed very 
delightful änd edifying to them j yet was 
m y roving heart .fo fat from joining iin- 
cerd y, or being affedled with them , that I 
could cafily forego them, to indulge any 
new rifing fatisfadtion, though ever fo op- 
polite. A nd indeed, fuch a frequent va
riety did offer itfelf naturally in m y vvay, 
as I was in no way. able to. refill.

'T h u s ,
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Thus, £or inftance, it was natural for thofc 
intimates to, introduce or renew fome old 
fubjeâ: or topiç relating to m y pretended 
country, travels, converlion, or other ro
mantic part o f  m y life, which, however' 
irkfome it was then become to me to repeat, 
and as it were toconfirm anewj yet there was 
no way for me to avoid it, unlcfs I had at 
once acknowledged the whole relation to 
have been a notorious and ihanieful impof- 
ture i- and vvhat a deadly wound m ufthave 
fuch an ünexpeéted confefllon given to m y 
natural vanity? and what a mortification 
would it have been, to fuch fincere honeft 
people, to hear it from ray own mouth ? 
fo that, could I even have had courage 
enougii to forego the former, as I  have 
more than once thought and even refolved 
to do, yet how  could J  find it in my heart 
to give fo fenfible a diipleafure to perfons 
that had ihewn fo much friendfliip and 
zeal for me ? to fay nothing o f the dreadful 
apprehenfions o f  the confequence o f  their 
charitable opinion being thereby turned in
to a ju ft abhorrence and deteftation. This 
was the fad dilemma I found m yfelf in 
when. I came to refle<5l  ferioufly on m y

cafe.
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cafe, and which made riie conclude it, â I 
thifigs confidered, altógether irtipoffible for 
m e ta  extricate m yfelf ont’of, without fomd 
miraculous power to tiie to overcome 
a paifioil, w hich had hitherto eluded all 
the oppofition w hich my reafon and ex-* ‘ 
perience had been, able to raife againil 
it. But what glimpfe o f hope o f  any fuch 
D ivine help,could fuch k wretch have, who, 
w ith his eyes o^en to the guilt and dan* 
ger, had brought h im fclf into fuch a'dan* 
gerous fíate ? But Grid’s mercy, which is 
over all his works, is not to be judged o f  
by us according to bur iiarrow apprehen- 
iions, but according to the gracious ma* 
nifeftatrort he has given uS o f  it in his 
gofpel -j and .as that aflurance gave me good 

'grounds to hope, fo that hope infpired me 
with a defign to ufe all proper means to 
obtain it, r and leave the iíTue o f  it to his 
D ivine Providence. T o  him, therefore, I  
thankfully give all the praife for his unde- 
ferved and lingular bleífíng on thofe means 
which him felf diredled me to, and what 
the chiefeft o f  them were 1  have alrea
dy mentioned, and ihall take notice o f  
fome others in the fcquel, in hopes they

may
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may prove o f fervicè to fuch as may (land 
in the fame need o f  them as I did then. 
However, I miift own,, that the refolution 
had fomething awfnl and deterring, when 
I confidefed it in its full extent, to exchange 
the delights o f  variety and multiplicity o f  
company (which had been fo delightful 
and infnaring to m e till then^ that no m o
tive or pbftacle could keep me.from it) for 
folitude and retirenaent; thejir bewitching 
flatteries and commendations, whether for 
a falfc merit I  had aflumed,- or for ibme 
valuable things they fancied in me, for a 
clofer recolledtiori and abhorrence o f  m y 
own vilenefs ; to fpending o f fo much pre
cious time in the gaities and guilty vanities 
o f  life, for a more clofe application a ñ d . 
fearch after the propcreft and moft effeétual 
means o f  redeeming that invaluable jew el, 
and the parcelling and bellowing it to the 
m oil beneficial purpoies; to retrench not 
only all ünneceíTary and, unlawful éxpences, 
but even fome o f  . thé common and necef- 
fary ones, in order to make fome amends 
for pail extravagancies, by fupplying the 
vvants o f  thofe many o b je ts , that ufed to 
pafs by unobferved and unpitied by m e.

T hefc,

   
  



( 256 )

T h efe, and other fuch like indifpenfable 
■ preparatives, to the defired thor^ugli 
, change, feemed to parry fuch unfurmount-"* 
able difficulties with them , that neither 
m y fmall ihare o f  reafon,nor philofophy 
could have fupported me to any tolerable 
degree in the rpfQlutions I was daily driving 
to makOj aftei; it. And, indeed, nothing fo 
effeftually did it, as > the confideration that 
that Divine Providence, \yhich had inipired 

m e with that defire, would not fail o f  com - 
.pleating i^ i f  I was not wanting to m yfelf j 
.for that at once fet me upon trying fome- 
times one, fometimes. another, o f  thofe 
duties, with fuccefs - enough at lead to en
courage m e to proceed.
A nd here I  was again providentially helped 
b y a w orthy clergyman at Braintree in Eife.Y j 
w ho, good man, had a m uch better opi
nion o f  m e than I deferved, and prefcnted 
m e with that excellent book called Reform 
ed devotions, and recommended by the 
late reverend D r. Hick's. T h is  excellent 
book, though then unknown to me, and 
difrelidied by fome w eak Chridians, is fo 
w ell known to all the true devout ones, 
that I need fay no m ore in commendation

o f
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o f  it, than that it proved o f  fuch vaft be
nefit to me, that I can never fufficiently 
admire it, or the piety o f the compiler and 
reform er; for the many opportunities and 
invitations it gives one o f  frequent and clofer 
intercourfe with G od, and o f meditating, 
in the moft exalted manner, 6n his various 
works, infinite mercies, and on all the fub- 
lime truths and duties o f Chriftianity, did 
fo effedtually reconcile me to that folitude 
and retirement I had formerly been fo averfe 
to, and afforded me a moft-'noble refrefh- 
ment feveral times a day, fi^om m y clofe 
application to other ftudies, I  was then pur
suing, fome o f w hich being o f  the dry, 
others o f the complex kind, might have gone 
but fluggilhly on w ithout it. T h e  late 
pious M r. N elfon’s Method o f  Devotion 
falling likewife, foon after, into m y hands, 
in order to be conveyed, by m y means, to 
a young gentlewoman lately recovered from  
a ftate o f  defpondency, I had the curiofity 
to run through it, and found in it fuch ex
cellent, yet eafy rules for the conquering o f 
our natural vices, and recovering the con- 
t̂rary virtues to them, that I made it one 

- S o f
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o f  m y daily monitors, and with no finn 
fuccefs.
But that which gave m e the greatefl: help, 
was the learned and pious M r. L a w ’s Se-̂  
rious Call to Devotion. T h is truly valu
able treatife I  accidentally found on a cler
gyman’s table,'* w ho, neverthelefs, foon 
took it out o f  m y hand, and gave fuch a 
charailer o f  it, as m ight have difcouraged 

m e from  looking farther into it, had not 
the place I had opened given me a quite 
different notion o f it. H ow ever, as I 
could not prevail upon him to lend it 
m e, I went and bought me one, and read 
it  'over and over,- from beginning to end, 
w ith greater eagernefs and fatisfailion than 
any I had ever met with on that fubjedl. I  
was particularly much taken with the au
thor’s motives, as well as his method for the 
right ufe o f  our time, money, talents, & c. 
not to mention that his variety o f  charaders 
and reafonings upon them , which* are a 
continued appeal to the moft unbiaffed and 
ibundeft judgement, w hich admit o f  neither 
cavil or objedion, foon opened to me a 
m uch better way o f applying them, to ad 
vantage, than any 1  had hitherto, or could

. indeed
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indeed h^ve fallen into, without fuch an- 
excellent guide. T h e  directions he gives 
for the obtaining o f  thoie Chriftian virtues, 
vyhich he there recommends as the proper 
fubjeCt for the feveral hours o f  prayer in 
the day, may indeed appear, to have fom^- 
thing too technical (finde it is no other than 
a. daily renewing o f  th*ofe very deiires, till 
themfelves become the virtues w e want) 
from which too m uch o f the fuccefs may, 
by the light and thoughtlefs, be aicribed to 
the method, and too little to the grace 
o f  God accompanying it. For may not, 
fome w ill be apt to fay, an honeft heathen 
or deift, by the fame cnethod, raife him - 
felf up into a habit o f  fobriety, chaility, & c . 
without any fuch application to, or parti
cular aflift^ance from, the Supreme Being ? 
yet let any ferious perfpn try the efficacy o f  
it againft any o f  his favourite, efpecially his 
conftitiitional vices, and he w ill find, at 
length, that he hath been only trying tp 
w aih a Blackmoor white, and m uft do fo 
to the end o f  the, chapter, without the 
intervention p f Divine grace. A s for m e 

A  ffiall always, I hope, look upon the de^
- ffire itfelf, as well as the fuccefs o f  the

$ 2  means
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tóeans ufed for the obtaining any virtue, to 
be alike the w ork o f  G od in the foul^ 
let thefe be fuch as M r. L aw  direds, or 
any other, w hich  Providence puts into 
our hands.
I had long before this, however, began to 
confecrate part, o f  m y time to the ftudy 
o f  the facred books, tho- not in that re
gular and uniform manner as I  happily 
fell into after reading the excellent diredory 
above mentioned, and had made a pretty 
colledion o f  criticifms, and other obfer- 
vations upon them, fuch as occurred on 
m y reading o f the various commentators 
on them j and now it was that I became 
fenfible, indeed, o f my own want o f  know 
ledge o f  the original H ebrew , and to be
wail the lofs o f  feveral opportunities I had 
milled o f  gaining a more perfed. know 
ledge in that facred and ufeful tongue. 
F or I  had been fo difcouraged from  the 
purfuit o f  it, by the difficulties I  met w ith 
at the very threlhold, that is, in the gram
mars, that 1 never had the patience to go 
thro’ one o f  them, but contented m yfelf 
w ith  the interliniary verfions of.PagninusJ 
Arias Montànus, and other Interpreters;

• chufing
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chufing rather to rely on their honeily and 
ikill, than to be at the trouble of becoming 
a proper judge o f  either. It was not in
deed poffible for me to go on long in this ' 
groping way, before their various inter
pretations o f the text, (efpecially thofe o f  
fome bold critics, w hich feemed calculated. 
to unhinge, rather than confirm our belief, 
b y  exploding feveral, till then, acknowled
ged fails and doilrines, or interpreting 
them in their own artful w ay) fet me again 
upon making fome .freili efforts, for attain
ing a more perfeil knowledge o f  the 
original, which were however foon damped . 
by every frefli difficulty I  met with in the 
common way o f  learning it, till I  providen
tially ftumbled, as it were, on the following 

, eafy method.
I  was then hammering at an exercitatlon 
on the 34th Pfalm , printed at the end o f  
the grammar that goes under the name o f  
Bellarm inej in which I  found , at almoft 
every word fome exceptions to the gram
mar rules, and fuch reafons aifigned for 
them  as ftill carried one farther from  the 
point in v iew j when a poor man came and 
offered me a pocket H ebrew  pfalter, w ith 

S 3 Leufden’a
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 ̂Leufdén’s Latin veriioh, over againft eacli 
page. I greedily bought it, and finding the v é ri 
fion m uch more eaiy arid natural than thof^ 
literal ones o f  Pagninus arid Montahus,^ 
quickly went through every verfe in the 
book, without troubling m yfelf about 
grammar, or any thing but the true ihean- 
ing o f  every word as they occurred. So 

, that by the time I  had given it a fécond 
reading, tny memory being the befi: faculty 
I  could boaft of, I  had by that very rote, 
as I  niay call it, not only gained a confide^ 
rable copia verborum, but by, obfefvation 
on the flexion t>f nouns, verbs, .& c, got â 
tolerable infight into the declenfions, con
jugations, and other parts o f  the grammar 
and fyn taxî and, whenever any difficulty 
or doubt occurred, could eafily turn'to m y 
Bellarmine or even B uxilorf, th e  mofl: dif- 
couraging o f  allj becaufe, having then but 
one point in view , I  could, withòut per
plexing tny mind with any more than that, 
either fatisfy m y fe lf  about it, or at thé 
worfl: poftppne it, till a further reading and 
bbfervation-brought me to it ; Ï  became fo 
fond o f  this method, that havirig gone through a third reading o f  it, w ith little or

no
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no obftàcle, and in a very little time', I  re- 
folved thenceforth to confine m y fd f  to the 
pfalm sofeachday,as they are read at church, 
and to begin with the hiftorical books. 
H ere, inftead o f  perplexing m yfelf with 
fuch Bibles as had the fcrvile letters printed 
in a different kind o f  charader, to diftin- 
guiih them from the radicals, Ipitched upon 
the firft edition o f that o f  Munftgr^ w hich 
i& far inferior .to the fécond, and, by the 
help o f his verfion on the oppofite column, 
though .often at feveral lines diftance from  
the original, had hardly gone through fix 
or eight chapters o f the firft book o f  Samuel, 
before the eafe I  found in it invited m e to 
go -back to Genefis, and take every chapter 
in its courfe. I refolved at firft to run them 
over once, without .taking notice o f  his 
notes, becaufe the greateft part o f  them  
were either o f  the Maflbretic or o f  the 
Cabbaliftical kind, and.would rather clog 
than aflift} and even .in thefe o f  the gram
matical fort he lays all along fo great a ftrefs 
on the punftuation f o r , the :true meaning 
and import o f  each w ord, as made his ver- 
fion the lefs 'to fbe depended upon. For

S 4 though
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Lthough I always did and do ftill look upo!

, the points to be o f  Angular help to learners: 
and confequently on the method propofed 
b y fome moderns o f teaching the Hebrevi' 
w ithout them , as wild, intricate, and in' 
fom e cafes dangerous, yet from  all I  had 

‘ been able to gather ^from the learned au
thors w ho have wrote on the controverfy, 
I  was fo far from thinking them o f the 
famé authority with the text, they plainly 
appeared o f  too modern a date to be ufed; 
in any other ihape than as an expeditious 
help 5 and as fuch I ftill made ufe o f them, 
without confining m yfelf to them any far-» 
,ther than' they were fupported by the dia-? 
ledt, by the ancient paraphrafes and ver-̂  
fions, and other fuch critical helps, but made 
no fcruple to depart from them whenever 
a fm all change o f  them could afford one a 
clearer or better fenfe. A nd for that I  
fhall refer the reader to what I have fince 
wrote on that fo m uch controverted fubjeft 
in the Jew ifh hiftory, w hich makes the 
ieventh chapter o f  the Univerfal Hiftory, and 
efpecially in the folio edition, where I  had 
more room to expatiate upon it than in 
the odlavp one, in which our being confined

tq
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to reduce the w hole within the compafs o f  
twenty volumes, obliged us to be a little 
more concife. I  muft therefore here ow n 
w ith pleafure, that all that I there advanced 
hath been fo well received, and looked 
upon as fo well grounded, that it hath not, 
that I know  of, been lince cenfured or con- 
tradided j and that though the controverfy 
in favour o f  the antiquity and authority o f  
the points hath been o f  late revived w ith  
no fmall warmth, I  have met with nothing 
in it, nor heard from either thoie I  converfe 
or correfpond with, any thing that could 
give me cabfe to alter m y mind. I  iliall 
only beg leave to add, that m y looking on 
the H ebrew points, both vowel and gra- 
matical only in that view, enabled me to 
m ake many ufeful difcoveries in the facred 
books, w'hich have been highly approved 
by thofe w ho have fince read them in the 
biftory abovementioned.

•But to return to my firft reading o f  the origi
nal books, I ran with eafe through thePenta- 
euch, Joihua, Judges, 6cc. except the few  po
etical parts which occur in it, fuch as E xod. 
2iv. paff, Deut, xxxii. Judges v ; , i  Sa-

niuel
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muel ii. I— 10. where the ilile is not only 1* 
fwoln andfigurative, but where the conftrac-| 
tion is harih, irregular, and to appearancej 
truncated, and feveral terms which occur no' 
where elfe j fo that finding them too hard" 
for me to furmount, with all the application 
I  had, I poftponed them to a future read
ing. I  found likewilfe pretty near the fame 
difficulty in the Proverbs, Ecclefiaftes, and 
the Song o f  Solomon, and much more ilill 
in Jdbi and therefore contented m yfelf w ith 
catching as m uch as I  could at one 
curfory reading, and leaving the reft for 
hereafter j yet did not this diicourage mo 
from  going through all the Prophets in 
courfe, though it proved an arduous taik* 
and I  went but ilowly on, becauie in thefe I  
endeavoured to make m yfelf as much maf- 
ter o f  their meaning and ftile, as well as o f  
the new: words and phrafes peculiar to 
th em : and as I  fpent generally ibme hours 
a  day on that ftudy, I  had quickly gone 
through all the facred books o f  the O ld 
Teftam ent, excepting thofe chapters in D a
niel, Ezra, 5cc. which are in the C haldee,. 
and where I contented m yfelf at this firft 
reading, with examining as w ell as I  was

.able,
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abl^, the difference between that and the 
iie^ rew . And here I  own I  found fu ch a  
difpiarity between thèm, fuch-a noble fim - 

“^'plicîty, and yet mafculine energy in the 
latter, and fach an apparent foftnefs and 
eifeminacy in the former, not unlike w hat is 
juftly obferved between Latin and Italian, 
that I believe nothing eould have tempted me 
to become more acquainted with it,- had it 
not been for the vaft helps ' which the 
Ghaldee paraphrafe affords us, not only in  
fixing the meaning o f  many obicure words 
and -expreffions, but, what is ftill more va
luable, in difcovering the fehtiments o f  the 
ancient Jews concerning many pregnant 
prophecies o f  the M éfiiah, from w hich 
the Talm udic writers have lineé departed 
out o f  diflike to him .
W hen I  camé to the fécond reading o f  G e - 
nefis, by which tirile I  had likewife ran 
through the Pfalms five or fix times, and 
was got again into thè hiftorical llile, I  
found m yfelf fo unclbgged, fo acquainted 
vvith the:grammar and lyntax, and mafter 
of-fuch a vail number o f words, that I began 
to  think I  might begin to read the Latin 
into H ebrew ; that is, by hiding the H ebrew 

\ column

   
  



(  268 ) .  ,

column w ith  m y band, try how  I  could 
m ake m y own agree to it. T h is I found 
how ever too hard and tedious, except in 
fom c eafy places or chapters, and I found 
m yfeifn ot only at a lofs for the words, but 
m oftly in the conjugating and fyntax, and 
though it m ight in all likelihood have 
quitted coft, ¡had I  proceeded regularly in 
that method, yet I found it too tedious, as-it 
took m e above twice the time, fo that I  
contented m yfelf w ith  only trying it now 
arid then, when the humour took, or the 
fubjedt invited m e to it. A t  other leifure 
times, I  ufed likewife to exercife m yfelf in 
conjugating o f  verbs by dint o f  mem ory 
and obfervation, and then to compare it w ith  
thofe in the grammar, by which I foon 
found out wherein I  was deficient, and this 
I  thought more expeditious, diverting, and 
cffed ual, than the dull method o f  begin
ners, w ho, by dint o f  hammering, learn 
them  by heart, fcarcely knowing w hat 
they are about. One thing how ever I found 
would be a-great help, v iz. in all dubious 
words, as the H ebrew  is fo figurative and 

. fcantyi to have recourfe to the Lexicon, in 
order to find out the priinitive fenfe o f  them

, from
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from the more remote^ which it was eafy 
to do by the parallel texts there pointed at, 
where they occurred. T his method duely 
attended to, opens a ipacious infight into 
the true meaning o f the facred books. T h u s 
r  found for inftance in the words

n n  Genefis i. 2. the fpirit o f  G od  
moved upon the face o f  thfe waters, com 
pared with the motion o f Ih^-eagle in ftir- 
ring her young ones to flight, Deut. xxxii.' 
11 , that the verb «im in the former in its 
primitive fenfe, is not fuch a motion as 
our verfion exprefles, nor a brooding like 
that o f the hen over her eggs, as fome other 
tranflations intimate, but a lively agitation, 
fuch as much better explains the aélion o f  
the fpirit o f  G od upon the face o f  the 
Waters. T his method, which I preferred 
to the confulting that variety o f  verfions w e 
have, which rather confound than fix the 
fenfe, inabled me in m y very fécond going 
through the facred books, to make a pretty 
large colledion o f  fuch kind o f  criticifms 
andqbfervations, as have been fince o f  fingu- 
larufe to me in the progrefs o f  m y ftudy, and 
in fome o f  thofe works in which I have been 
fince engaged, though I little thought then

that
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either they, or thofe which I  made out tof 
other authors that came in m y way, would 
ever come into public view. ^
I  had by this time made lo great a profi
ciency in the H ebrew , tongue that I  could 
have talked it pretty fluently, had 1  been as 
well acquainted with the prpnuncjatipn o f 
it; But as that could not be attained from 
gramrnars, which differed almoft as much 
in the rules they gave for it, as the native 
language^ o f  their apthors differed fron> 
each other, I thought it might be more eafily 
attained by converfing with the Jews them^ 
felves, going to their fynagogues, and hear-» 
ing the Scriptures read by their chazans or 
minifters, who, I fuppofed, were perfedl 
mailers o f  it. But here, to m y great 
furprife, I  fopnd that they not only greatly 
differed anjQng themfelves, that is, the nor- 
therufrom  the fouthern, or German, Polifh» 
Hungarian, & c. from  the Spanifh, Portu- 
guefe, Italian, See. but that every one o f  
thena pronounced it after the fame manner as 
they did the languages o f  the countries where 
they had been brought up, and, as it jflainly 
appeared to m e, none o f  them right. A n d  
this was farther confirmed to me by conr

verfing
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verfing with fome M orocco Jews, whoic 
native language being the Arabic, made me 
think they bid faircft for having retained 
the antient pronunciation in a greater degree 
at leaft o f  purity j for fome o f  them whom  
I  met with by chance in the Portuguefe 
fynagogue, made a mere-ridicule o f  their 
w ay o f  reading and pronouncing it. A nd 
it was by converfing with fome o f  thefe, 
who were beiides v^ell acquainted with 
the H ebrew , that I  took m y rules for a 
more genuine way o f  fpeaking i t : and it 
was no fmall pleafure to m e to find, that I  
could be very readily underftood by all the 
fowthern Jews, though I could not fo eafily 
underiland them, on account o f  their no't 
fufliciently diftinguifliing between the 
founding o f fundry cohfonants, afpirations, 
gutturals, & c. which feemed to me to have 
originally differed very greatly 5 fuch as the 
jy and w and d the 2 p and n the ĵ rr and 
the p n  and & c . but between which 
they do not make any diftinition, rior in
deed can, for want o f  having been taught it 
in their youth. lu  the fame manner do 
they murder it, when they go about to 
write it in European charadters, witnefs that 
Spanilh dialogue o f the famed R . N etto,

intituled
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intituled r n  ly« eih dath, the legal iire, 
but w hich he fpells, after his Spaniih man
ner o f  pronouncing, es dat. H ow ever, after 
I  had once been fully apprifed o f  all the 
defeats o f their reading, w hich feveral o f  
them I  have cpnverfed w ith have had the in
genuity to own asfu ch jicou ld  eafilyenoug- 
underftand both their lectures o f th eO ld T ef- 
tament and their prayers. But as to the nor
thern Jew s, I ow n 1 never could con- 
verfe with them in that tongue, without an 
interpreter, or fome go-between, w ho, by 
the help o f travelling into other parts, had 
learned the way to accomodate their fpeech 
to both ways o f  pronouncing, fo m uch 
wider and uncooth is theirs to that o f  the 
fouthern ; and this was no fmaVl grief to 
m e, becaufe I always found the northern 
more learned and communicative; as well 
as more fluent and ready at fpeaking that 
facred tongue; though that confideration 
was never fufficient to induce me to be at 
the pains to accuftom m yfelf to their way. 
T h u s m uch I thought might be neceifary 
to fay w ith  refpeft to the pronunciation o f  
the H ebrew , to which I  ihall only add, that 
m y method for learning and preferving it

was
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was by reading it aloud to m yfelf, and 
w ith the fame exadlnefs, as i f  I  had been, 
reading it to an aifem bly.
But what contributed m od to this extraor
dinary readinefs o f  fpeaking it, was a me
thod I  fell into at proper times, when I  
found m yfelf inclined to clofe thinking,, 
to cloath my ideas, in that, inilead o f  any 
other language, or, as one rhay more pro
perly word it, to think, in H ebrew  rather 
than in Engliih, or any other language I  
was ufed to. .The Pfalter, w hich at m y 
dril fetting up for this ftudy, I  had read 
over for fome time, at lead, three or four 
times a month, and aftervvards condantly 
went through, once a month ever fince, 
was become fo familiar to me, that I  had 
got it by heart j and as that, contains m od 
o f  the radical words, as well as idioms, 
which are m od in ufe, I  feldora. was at 
a lofs for either in thefe m y foliloquies, or,: 
i f  I was, 1 immediately endeavoured to 
call to mind where I had read any thing 
like it, either in that or any other o f  the 
facred books, and by turning to .it, i f  I  
could not readily recover it by. dint o f  
memory, feldom ■ failed o f fixing it there i 

T  indelibly.
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'indelibly. By this means I  foon acqulfed 
not only, a furprifing fluency in it, but 
could fpeak it in  the pure and elegant 
ftile o f  the facred writers, and now and 
then, upon occafion, raife it to the lofty 
ilrain o f  the poetical books. T h is I  was 
the more admired for, becaufe it was what 
fe w , i f  any, o f  the learned among the 
Jew s could do, w ho com m only marred 
their ow n by an heterogeneous m ixture o f  
the corrupt Talm udic and Rabbinic words 
and idioms, to. w hich I  was then in a 
great meafure a ftranger, nor could ever 
be reconciled to after I  became more ac
quainted w ith  them . One, may, indeed, 
obferve almoft the fame difference between 
the form er and the latter, fem e few  o f  
theie excepted, as there is between the 
Latin  o f  the Auguftin age, and that which 
was in vogue after the inundation o f  the 
Aorthem  barbarians into the Rom an em
pire, as the reader m ay fee by w hat I have 
faid o f  it in m y H iftbry o f  the Jews from  
iheir Difperiion after the deftruiliori o f  
Jerufalem to this time.
B y  what; I have faid hitherto o f m y m e
thod o f  learning H ebrew , any one m ay 

' ' fee
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<èe how  eafily men at years o f  maturity 
m ay com e to as perfedl knowledge o f it, 
as the thing will admit of, and without 
the difcouraging flavcry o f  beginning at the 
grammar, and may even make that a 
pleafing relaxation from other ftudies and 
it is with a view o f  leflening, i f  not al
together removing thofe fancied difficul
ties and difcouragerhents- w hich have been 
the caufe o f  that facred tongue being fo 
m uch, and, I may add, fo iham efully 
negleded, by the clergy efpecially, that I  
have ventured to write fo far on that fu b - 
je d  from m y own experience for, let them  
think o f  or palliate it as they w ill, fuch 
,a n egled  m uff o f  neceffity be condemned, 
by all who ferioufly coniider how  im pof- 
lible it is to come at a true knowledge,

' not only o f. the O ld, but I  w ill be bold to 
fay o f  the N e w  Teftament, without a fuf- 
ficient knowledge o f  the H ebrew : the 
firfl: fcems to me felf-evident, and w ith re- 
fp e d  to the fécond, or N e w  Teftam ent, 
I  need only obierve, that the writers o f  it, 
though infpired, and endowed w ith  the 
gift o f tongues, ‘ did vifibly adhere ftill t o . 
the H ebrew idiom in which they had been 

• T a  brought
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brought up, St. Paul him felf not excepted.^ 
H ence, the vaft quantity o f  Hebraifms 
that occur more or lefs in the Gofpels, 
A d s ,  and in the Epiftles, and which ne-̂  
ver can be rightly underftood or explained, 
but by having recourfe to the Hebrew 
idiom j but this hath been ,fo fully diC. 
played by m uch better pens, that I ihall 
fay no jmore on the iubjed.
I  have often wiihj-d, indeed, that w e 
had fome more inviting helps to that ftudy 
than w;e have, and fuch as m ight more 
effedually, contribute to overcome the a- 
yeriion, or ihdifFefence, which our young 
clergy feem to have for -it. And in order 
to contribute fomething more than a bare 
w iih  towards j t ,  I bad once gone a good, 
w ay in compofing a tragircomic piece,- 
intituled, David and M ichol, in H ebrew  
verfe, wherein .1 introduced, this young- 
princefs, acknovvledging with.- a fuitable 
r.eludancy and ihatne to her confident, her 
n ew  born affedion for the young ihep- 
herd, after (he had feen, hfnft - unperceived', 
from  behind a curtain in her ; father’s pa
vilion, and heard, fome o f  thefe inimita
ble ftrains with w hich he was wont to 

. . ,  ‘ enliven
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enliven that defpcnding monarch in his 
moft melancholy, hours. T h e  diftrefs a- 
rifing from the apprehended rivalihip of her 
eldeil fifter, w ho was foon after promifed 
as a reward to that brave youth, for kill
ing the vapouring champion o f  the Phi- 
liilines and Morabs, being reprefented here 
as having already fettled her aifedlions on 
Adriel the Meholathite, to whom  Saul ac
tually gave her foon after, contrary to his 
promife ( i Sam. xviii. 1 9.) the different 

• fears and emotions o f the two fifters, the 
means by which they came to underiland 
each other’s cafe and inclinations, the fin- 
gular affedlion o f  Jonathan towards David, 
and the kind offices he did him  with Saul, 
in order tp procure him  his beloved M i- 

' chol, inilead o f her fifter; all thefe, I  fay, 
are reprefented in divers affedting feenes, 
to vvhich the energy o f  the H ebrew  gives 
no fniall beauty and pathos. T h e  E pi- 
ibdes, fhe moft confiderable o f  w hich con- 
fift o f  feveral interviews and conferences 
between the prophpt Samuel and young 
David, as when he acquainted him  with 
Saul’s utter rejedtion, and his being cbofen 
by God to fucceed him  in the Ifraelitiili 

o 'T  3 king-
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kingdom , David’s furprife, icroplcs and 
fears, his dread o f  entertaining even the 
m oft diftant hope o f  a crown, which he 
could not obtain but by the moft unnatural 
and blackeft treafon againft his father-in- 
law , and his moft generous friend Jonathan, 
and the arguments by which the prophet 
endeavours to fatisfy his fcrupulous mind, 
that he Ihall enjoy the promiied crown, 
without the leaft ftain to his loyalty, and at 
length prevails on him to fuffer h im fclf to 
be anointed king ; thefe, and fome .others 
o f  lefs importance, are not improper inter
ludes to bring the piece to its happy cata- 
ftrophe, his marrying thé kind and beloved 
M ichol, and being juftly raifed to the 
command o f the Ifraelitiih army. T o  this 
I  had added a literal verfion, which 
deiigned to have illuftrated with critical 
notes} but fome avocations obliged m e to 
fet it aiide for a confiderable number o f  
years, and when I came to give it a freih 
reading, I found it to fall fo fhort o f  the 
elegance and loftineis o f  the.facred. poets, 
w ith whom  I was become by that time • 
m uch better acquainted, and a much greater 
admirer of, that I was quite difeouraged from

r improving
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iaiproving or even finiihing, efpecially when 
I  confidered the little likelihood there was o f  
its meeting with encouragement anfwerable 
to the pains and coil, at a time when one 
m ight obferve the ftudy o f  that tongue to 
dwindle more and more vifibly into con
tempt, among thofe whofe duty and bufi- 
nefs it ought to have been to cultivate and 
promote it.
T h e  fame mortifying confideration made 
m e likewife fet afide a defign I had formed, 
o f  compiling fom e fcriptural H ebrew  Dia
logues, in imitation o f  the Latin ones o f  
Caftalio, and a fet o f  others on more com 
mon fubjedls, like thofe o f Cordcrius, tho* 

not fo puerile, for- the encouragement and 
diverfion o f young beginnersj and a third 

✓ between a Jew , and a Chriilian, on the 
p m oil material points o f  controveriy bet ween 

us, together w ith a colledlion and expofi- 
^tion o f  a great number o f  texts, both in 

the O ld, and N e w  T eilam ent, plainly 
foretelling the future reiloration o f  the 
twelve tribes o f Ifrael, to their own Land, 
and their embracing Chriilian religion 
at the fécond coming o f  C h riil, towards

T  4  the
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the clofe o f  the fixth, ot in ,the beginning 
o f  the fevenih millenary o f  the world i 
for though that do(51:rine is, as the Jews at 
R om e faid o f  Chriftianity, every where 
fpoken againft, (A(5ts, cap. ult. v. 22.) I  
never found it to be fo but by men who, 
like thefe Jews had never rightly conli- 
dered it j whilft thofe w ho really have, 
(among whom  I have known feveral em i
nent divines o f  the church o f  England, and 
fom e am ong the DiiTenters w ho were 
thoroughly fatisfied w ith it)contented them- 
felves w ith owning their belief o f  it to 
their intimate friehds, without daring to 
preach or promote it, for fear o f  being re- 
fledled or ridiculed for it. But I  have had 
frequentoccafion to obferve fince (vide Jual 
un H eilor, fol. edit. voi. i. p. 6 13 , & c. 8 v o S  
edit. voi. iii; p. 39. and above all, fee the*» 
conclufion o f their hiftory, from the difper- 
iion to this prefent time) that the C hrif-S  
tians denying that doétrine, is one o f  the 
mdft eifedual means.not only o f hardening 
the Jews in their unbelief, but o f  unhing
ing one o f  the greatefl: evidences o,f the 
Chriilian faith, lince it cannot be proved 
in any fcnfe, that any o f  thofe glorious pro

phecies
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phecies concerning the happy ftate of the 
Jews under the Meifiah, which are fcat- 
tered through the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, have been fulfilled j but that, on the 
contrary, they have for the moft part been 
hated, perfecuted and miferable, in moft 
countries in the world, ever fince the death 
of Chrift. However, as 1 had little en
couragement to hope that fuch a fubje€t, 
written in Hebrew, how beneficial foever 
it might have proved, at leaft to young be
ginners, efpecially by the help of the Latin 
verfion, would reliih with the prefcnt age, 
I  likewife poftponed it for fome happier 
time, which is not yet come, if ever I ihould 
live to fee it.
I  therefore contented myfelf with preparing 
^orthe prefs a new edition of thePfalms, with 
Leufden’s Latin verfion over againft it, and 
Tome critical and other notes for the ufe o f 
the learners, interfperfed here and there, 
with others of a more curious nature, oii 
feveral defficient places of that book, and 
moft of them new. To this I defigned a 
preface, that ihoiild give an account o f the 
method by which I  had, chiefly by the 
means o f the pfalms, attained to my know

ledge
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ledge o f the Hebrew tongue, in the man
ner I have lately related, I defigned to 
add fome further diredtions than thofe I 
have mentioned, with ,refpedt to the more 
eafy attaining a readinefs of underftanding 
and fpeaking it, one of which was, in the 
frequent reading to change the third into the 
fécond perfon at proper places, and fo turn
ing the pfalm into a kind of prayer, which, 
by railing the attention, imprints the words 
more in the mind, as well as familiarizes 
jhe conjugating of the verbs, &c. and this 
I  found a great hdp to my progrefs, and 
was approved by fome judges, upon which 
I  acquainted Mr. Palmer, of Bartholomew’s 
Clofe, one of the beft printers then in Eng
land, with my defign,.and was furprifed 
one day on my coming to talk further 
about it, to hear that the reverend Dr» 
W — — had been there juft before, to treat 
with him about printing a new .edition o^ 
it, faid to have been compiled by Dr. Hare, 
lince biihop of Chichefter, who pretended 
to have found out the true metre of the 
Pfalms, and by means o f that to have made 
a great number of confiderable difcoveries 
and emendations in the original, I  knew

but
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but too Well how many, excellent critics 
had already fplit upon that fatal rock, and 
who, inftead of correéling, had quite marred 
the Hebrew, by diftorting, tranipofing and 
altering it at pleafure, in order to bring it 
to their model, to expert any thing folid 
or fatisfaélory from that quarter, confider- 
ing efpecially thé charailer o f the author. 
-Nor wasi miftaken, though this performance 
did not appear in print till feven or eight 
years after, and then to my great furprife. 
For Mr. Palmer had amufed me with the 
belief that the defign was fet afide, either 
on account of its being found impradicable, 
or at Icaft too difficult and dangerous j for
that, upon his applying to Dr. W ------to.

^nquire further about it, he had received 
fuch evafive anfwers, as plainly convinced 

"him, that the author did hot defign to go 
•on with it, which ftill confirmed hie more 
jnmy old opinion,‘that all attempts to recover 
the antient metre of the facred poetical 
books, were fruitlefs and lòfi: labour. It 
appeared however, as I ihall ihovv here
after, that Mr. Palmer impofed upon me, 
•and that he knew that the defign was car
ried on in another printing-houfe, though

with
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with fuch privacy, that I never heard or 
dreamed of it, though I had been long ac
quainted with Mr. Bowyer, who was em
ployed in the printing o f it. So far from 
it was I, that I began to think Mr. Palmer 
had only invented that ftory to divert 
me from printing my propofed edition, in 
order to fet me upon another work, in which 
he was more immediately concerned, and 
expeâed greater credit, as well as prefent 
profit from. This was his hiftory of print
ing, which he had long promifed to the 

' world, but - for which he was not at all 
qualified. However, he defigned to have 
added a fécond part, relating to the praftical 
art, which was more fuited to his genius, 
and in which he defigned to have given a 
full account of all that relates to that branch,  ̂
froni the letter-founding to the moil ele- * 
gant way of printing, impofing, bind-^ 
ing, &c. in which he had made confide- 
fable improvements of his own, befides 
thofe he had taken from foreign authors; 
but this fécond part, though but then as it 
were in embryo, met with fuch early and 
ilrenuous oppofition from the refpedlive 
bodies of lettcrfounders; printers, and book-

binderSa
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binders, under an ill-grounded apprehenfion; 
that the difcovery of the my fiery of thofe 
arts,- efpecially the two iiril, would render 
them cheap and contemptible (whereas the 
very reverfe would have been the cafe, they 
appearing indeed the more curious and 
worthy our admiration, the better they are 
•known) that he was forced to fet it afide. 
But as to the firfl part, viz. the hiftory o f 

 ̂printing, he met with the greateft en
couragement, not only from them, but 
frotn a very great number of the learned, 
who all engaged to fubfcribe largely to it, 
particularly the late earls of Pembroke and 
Oxford, and the famous dodlor Mead, 
whofe libraries were to furnifh him with 
^enobleil materials for the compiling of it, 
ând did fo accordihgly.

*^he misfortune was, that Mr. Palmer, 
knowing himfelf unequal to the talk, had 

f'tiirned it over to qiie Papiat, a broken Irifh 
bookfeller then in London, o f whom he 
had’'a great opinion, though ilill more un
qualified’for it. than hej arid only aimed at 
gettirig money from him, without ever ' 
doing any thing towards it, except amufing 
him with fair promifes for near three qiiar- 
■■ ■•• - ters
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tefs o f a year. He had fo long dallied witli 
him that they were come within three 
months o f the time in which Mr. Palmer 
had engaged to produce a com pleat plan, 
and a number or two of the firft part, by way 
of fpecimen of the work, viz. the inven
tion and improvement of it by John Fauft 
at Mentz; and thefe were to be ihewn at a 
grand meeting o f learned men, of which 
Dr. Mead was prefident that year, and 
being his iingular friend and patron, was to 
have promoted a large fubfcription and pay
ment, which Mr. Palmer flood in great 
need of at that time. Whereas Papiat had got 
nothing ready but a feŵ  loofe and imperfect 
extraéis out of Chevalier la Caille, and fome 
other French authors on the fubjeél, but 
which could be of little or no ufe, becauf^ 
he frequently miflook them, and left blanks *- 
for the words he did not underfland.
Thefe however, fuch as they were, M r.' 
Palmer brought to me, and earneftly prefled 
me that I would fet afide all other things I 
might be then about, and try to produce 
the expeéled plan and fpecimen by the time 
promifed, fince he muft be riiined bpth jn  
credit and pocket, i f  he difappointed his

|riends
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friends of it. It was .well for him aftd me, 
that the fubjedt lay within fo fmall a com- 
pafs as the confulting of about twelve or 
fourteen principal áuthors, and the con- 
troverfy between Mentó and Harlem univer- 
fally decided in favour of the former, fo  that 
I  eafily fell upon a proper plan o f the work, 
which I  divided into three parts, the firft 
which was, to give an account of the inven-̂  
tion of the art, and its firft eíTays by Fauft 
at Mentó, and of its improvement b y  
fulile or metal types, varniííi, ink, 5cc. by 
his fon-in-law Peter SchoefFer. The 
fécond was to contain its propagation 
and farther improvement, through moil 
part o f Europe, under the moil celebrated 
printers Î and the third an account o f its in- 

' 'trodudion and progrefs into England. This, 
' together with above one half o f  the firil 

oart, were happily finiihed, and produced by 
jf the time appointed, and met with more 

approbatioii and encouragement from his 
friends than I  feared it would,, being con- 
fcioiis how much better it might haye 
turned out, would time have permitted it. 
And this I  chiefly mention, not fo much to 
cxcufe the defeats o f fuch a horrid perfor- 

, manee.
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mance, as becaufe it hath given me firtce 
frequent occafioii to obferve how many 
much more confiderable works have been- 
fpoiled, both at home and abroad, through 
the impatiefice of the fubfcriberS} though 
this is far enpugh from being the only, or 
even the greateii*inconvenience that attends 
moii o f thofe kinds o f fubferiptions.
As to Mr. Palmer, his circumitances were 
bythistitfie fo unaccountably low and unfor
tunate, coniidering'the largenefsand fuccefs 

, o f his bufinefs, and that he was himfelf a 
fober induftrious man, and free from all 
extravagance, t̂hat he could not extricate 
himfelf by any other way, but by a ftatute 
o f bankrupt, whicn caufed his hiilory to 
go iluggifhly on; fo that notwithftaqding ali,̂  
the care and kind aififtance of his good ' 
friend Dr. Mead, a ftubborn diftemper, * 
which his misfortunes brought upon him,^ 
carried .him off before the third part o f it 
was finiihed. This defed, however, was 
happily fupplied by the late, ijoble earl of 
Pembroke, who being informed by Mr. 
Pain the. engraver  ̂ Mr. .Palmer’s brother-; 
in-law, what condition the remainder was 
left in, and that I  was'the.perfoii who had

.w rote
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wrote the former parts, fent for me, and, 
with his ufual generofity, enjoined me to 
compleat the work, according to the plan j 
and not only defrayed all the charges of 
it, even of the paper and printing, but 
furniihed me with all neceifiry materials 
out of his own libraryj andv*’yvhen the work, 
was finiihed, his lord (hip referved only fome 
few copies to himfelf, and gave the re
mainder of the impreflion to Mr. Palmer^s 
widow, not without fome farther tokens of 
his liberality.
Before Heave this fubjetft, I  muft, in juftice 
to that noble peer, give an inftance or twq 
of his generofity and Angular integrity. 
At my firft coming C  .̂ngland, I had had 
the honour to be introduced to him, and 
t S  dine with him and other great perfons 
m his company; and had received no fmall 
tokens of his regard, till he conceived a 

, difguft at one abfurd/adl I  had affirmed 
/in my fabulous hifiory of Formofa, viz. 
the Greek tongue being taught there as a 
learned language, which monilrous abfur- 
dity fufficiently (hewed my ignorance and 
indifcretion at the time of my writing it, 
and from that time his lordihip gave me up

U  ■ for
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for what I  was, an impoftorj a'rid I faw hini 
nb more, till above tvvèntJr-eight years after, 
when Mr. Pine brought nie to him, in or
der to finiih the book abovementioned. At 
my firfl: coming into his preiencci his lord- 
ihip jprefèmly>khew me again, and reminde4 
mé of my hàvirig been often vvith him, and 
of the réàfon of his taking a diflike to me; 
Upon which I  readily owned the juftnefs of 
the charge, and of his refentment, which I  
begged his lordfliipto look upon as the effeil 
o f a raih inconfiderate piece of youthfiil 
vanity, which I had long lìnee difclaimcd,. 
and condemned myfelf for, and alTured 
him; that !  hai| fince then, I thanked God, 
fallen into fo laudable a way of living, as I 
doubted not his-lordlhip, i f  he knew ^f 
it, would not but approve of. Mr. Pine 
confirmed what I  had faid j and his lord- 
ihip with his ufual affability and condefeen- 
fion, highly congratulated and commende^ 
me for it, and was pleafed to exprefs a 
more than ordinary pleafure at it, tAhort- 
ing me to continue in the fame good mind 
iand way, and afluring me of, his friend- 
fhip and encouragement; and from that 
time I  cannot fufficiently acknowledge his

. extreme
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extreme benevolence and condefeenGoni 
in not only furnifliing me with air the 
books and other helps I wanted, but in his 
generoufly rewarding me for what I did j 
and when I was forced afterwards to ac
quaint him that I was a perfoi»- concerned 
in the writing of the Univerfal Hiftory, 
became a fubferiber and encourager o f it> 
as I  fhall prefently have occafion to fliew. 
It was a little before Mr. Palmer’s death, 
that this work, the projeft o f which had 
been formed by Mr,- Crockat, and the ex
cellent plan by. the late famed Mr. Sale, 
met with an unexpedted ftop, by an un- 
happy quarrel between the proprietors and 
the authors, at the head of whom was Mr. 
Sale abovementioned, when I was recom
mended to the former as ,a proper perfon 
to fupply the place of fome of the latter, 
who had abfolutely declined being farther 
concerned in it. This rupture happened 
foon after the publication of the third 
number, anno 1730, when Mr. Pal
mer brought me the three printed num
bers from the proprietors, and defired, 
i f  after having read them and the plan, I  
had a mind to engage nriyfelf in the work,

U 2 'I ihould
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I ihould give them and the reil of the authors 
a meeting at a place and day appointed, 
which I accordingly did, and after having 
informed myfelf with their terms, method, 
and other previous particulars, readily un
dertook to write the Jewiih hiftory, in 
which I was the moft verfed, and for which 
I  knew myfelf. already provided with a 
cohfiderable quantity and variety of mate-- 
rials, which I had been colleding for my 
private ufe for feveral years ; and as I have 
been one o f the chief perfons concerned as 
an author, not only in the iirft,’but alfo ini 
the fécond edition, and fo vvas perfedlly 
acquainted with every ftep taken in. the 
progrefs o f the work, the encouragement  ̂
and,difficulties it hath met with, as wcir*as 
with the merit and demerit of every part- 
o f it, I (hall make no difficulty to infert 
here a faithful and impartial account of the 
whole, at leaft fo far as it may bé of fervice 
to the public, and pfove a means of making 
any future editions more compleat, by 
pointing out the many falfe fteps which I 
found were impoffible for us to avoid in 
the two former.

And
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And here I muft obferve, in the firft place, 
that though the defign was publicly pre
tended to be’ carried on by a fociety of 
learned gentlemen, yet in fa<5l Mr. Sale 
was to be the foie conductor o f it, by the 
affiilance offuch ammanuenfes as he ihould 
think fit to employ in the work. And 
though, in point of learning, no man might 

- be better qualified than he, for fuch an ar
duous and extehfive undertaking, yet bis 
known ftrait'- circumflances obliged him 
to have fo many other irons in the fire (to 
fay nothing of his natural indolencé, the fad 
■effedrs of which, qot only the proprietors 
o f this work, but many others of that pro- 
•feffion have fuíEcieñtly felt) that it was im- 
j/ofiible for him to give it that attention 

■' which a work of that nature deferved, much 
lefs the difpatch he had engaged with thern 
for, viz. the publiihing twenty flieets 
per month. Accordingly upon enquiry 
I  could 'not find that he ever wrote 
more than the firft number j which, though 
puffed up with the fpecious pretence of a 
fecond edition, every reader yerfed on ,the 
fubjeds treated in it, might eafily know 

. yyhere he - had got all his materials ready 
” Ü  3 - gathered
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gathered to his hand j yet fo long was hë 
in publiihing it, that his delay occafioned 
the firft mifunderftanding between him and 
the proprietors, which was however fol-̂  
lowed by a greater.
The fécond and third numbers, which ap
peared afterwards tohave’been written by his 
two ammanuenfes, till then unknown to the 
-partners, came out indeed more regularly ̂  
but the proprietors, who had already paid 
Mr. Sale for them, were not arlittle furprifed 
when the two young authors (whonl I  
ibrbear naming, becaufe they are both alive 
and make a good figure,, the ione in a. high 
poft, and the other in-the commonwealth o f 
learning) came and demanded the money for 
their copy. The propietors did indeed produce 
his receipts for much greater Aims than the 
three numbers could amount to, but though 
they knew that he was not in a capacity to 
.pay them, t̂hey refufed -to make a fécond 
¿iiburfement for. what they had more than 
payed for, whilft the fufferers, on the ô her 
hand, refufed to go on further with the 
work, till they were fatisfied for. what they 
had done. The partners IfiiBy refuiing to 
comply, the refult was, that one'of them

not

   
  



( 295 )

not only qvjite declined all further nieddling 
in the work, but vented his refentme^ 
by crying it down, and all the perfons con
cerned in It, authors as well as proprietors. 
Mr. Sale yvas .ftill qiore outrageous againft 
them, o f whom the latter had taken a note 
pf 72 pounds, payable on demand, for 
money overpaid, find the embezzlement 
confiderable number of books, which they 
had furniihed him ,to carry on the defign. 
This note wgs probably taken with a view of 

'^eepinghim hia.we, but neither that npr their 
jthreats cpuld ĉontain him within bpiinds, 
jfo that he became â moft inveterate enemy 
■to the defign, and did all he could to dif- 
■predit and pbftru.dt it. 
jrhis was the hopelefs fituatiop of the work 
at my firft being invited to it,,and againft 
yvhich I cannot forbear mentioning an- 
,pther difeouragement, viz. the freedom 
yvhiçh the authors of the foregoing' part had 
; taken ip redefting, as phen as they had op- 
.pprl;unity, againft the M-ofaic account,, efpe- 
■c.ially in-thcrhidory of the antjent jCanaan- 
ites, ,where Qodjs recorded ,to have treated 
.ihem with fuch feyerity in faypur pf the ■ 

• praeJites, and vyhere ;thçy inade no diffi-V f “̂Ity
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culty to refledl upon that partiality, as incon- 
, liftent with the divine juftice and goodnefs 
towards a favourite nation, who are there 
reprefented as by far the worfe of the two: 
for, as I  took the liberty to obferve to them, 
beiides that all-the objections againil the 
divine conduCt in this particular have been 
'fo often and fo eifeftually anfwered by 
learned divines, that there can be no juftifi^ 
.able reafpn given for reviving them' herê  
this manner of treating Mofes’s writings 
is far below the regard that fuch an antient 
and celebrated author may challenge, ab- 
ilraCtedly even from his being acknowledged 
an infpired jpenrriian, by Jews, Turks and 
Chriftians. And therefore added, I will 
never engage in the work, urilefs you will 
allow me to' follow the oppofite trait, and, 
inftead of reflecting, to vindicate both his 
.character and writings, as often as . occafion 
offers, either from the works of our beil 
divines, or from fundry new obferv'ations I  
have had opportunity to make on the books 
o f that divine lawgiver. I  much queftioft, 
i f  they had not been at fuch a  nonplus for 
a hand to go immediately upon the Jewifh 
■’hiftory, whether they would have evef^

.yicl49^
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yielded to thefe terms, fuch was their 
opinion of Mr. Sale, whoni they knew had 
no great regard for the Old Teftament, and 
who had long ago infpired one, if not both of 
his ammanuenfes with a moil outrageous 
2eal againil it. However, I got them with 
Ibme trouble to acquiefce, and let me take 
my own way, only Mr. Provoil, then one 
of the partners, begged it as a favour of me, 
that I w ould not be righ teou s o v er m uch.
1 gave them foon ' after good caufe to be 
fatisfied with my. advice and condud:, and 
the unexpected encouragement. which the 
•work met with, after the regular publica
tion of two or, three numbers of the Jewiih 
hiilory (to fay nothing of thé commenda
tions given to it in print, by, two fuch 
learned perfons as .Dr,. Chapman, chaplain 
to his grace o f Cgntèrbury  ̂and Dr. Pearce,

• redtor of St. Martin’s in the fields) raifed it 
- into fuch reputation. and vogue, .that they 
no longer doubted o f its fuccefsj info- 
much that they began novv to enlarge the 
edition from 750 to 1000. And this I  
mention with pleafure, becaufe the, great 
call there was for it frono that ti.me, to what 
they had. fovind before, \yhen the numbers 

. ' ' ' 'were
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^ere riturn.?  ̂ to thet» by '4ozcns ff,pi^ 
©ther bookfellers, plainly ibeyred how fey/ 
¿nco,uragers'Át would have mpt with among 
the freethinkers aiid hnbelieyers, jo wl^at 
it .did among thofe o f a,different, and I .rnay 
add, o f a h.etter way o f thinking. There 
was indeed one oiain pbje< îon mad?» viz. 
iny ela.ihii?g with thofe who had gone be
fore me;- and I ,rememberjmpre particularly, 
that.the. jate .earl o f Pembroke ( who, as I  
'Jately hinted, was .an eneour;agqr of the 
i-work, ^nd to ¡whojn .1 .was obliged to .e;̂ - 
cufe my .not .waiting ipjoften pn him .as he 
defired, in'.order to finiíh the third .part of 
Mr. Talmer’s hiftpry above mentioned, by 
acquainting his lor dihip that much of my 
time was taken up with the^XJniverfal Hií- 
*tory, dn -which I -was engaged) exprelTed 
no fmall diilike at this contrail:, or, as he 
was pleafed to call it, ehequer-work between 
{the jowilh hiftpry, and fome of the num
bers that-preceded it; -the one e?:preffing 

-all along'kn unaccountable difregard for the 
Mofaie -writings, whilft the-other took'all 
•proper'oOeafion to vindicate them, in a 
mahher which-he was pleafed to call fo 

' very‘laudable and ‘juft; upon which I was
forcead
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forced to  acqtìaiiitt bis lordihip, that the 
form er ¡part had. been printed jfoflae time 
before I  was icoti9ernied in - ih e  .work, and 
written by perfons in a very different way 
o f  thinking from  m e, .and w hich  J had 
publicly difallojwed j but .as they had lii)co 
declined the w ork, the proprietprs had left: 
m e .wholly ,at m y liberty to take m y o w a  
w a y , w hich  I  was fully  determined to puri- 
ifue to thè ¡end,, fo that there would-be no 
«more fuch Gontra,di<3àons to be found in the 
jfequel, becaufe all'that¡related to the Jew iih  

motion dow n to their difperfton at th e  de?* 
iiru($lioh o f  Jerufeleii?, ,or pven from  that 
to the prefent.-time, i f  )We werjC enepuraged 
rtp. ‘eonnnue i t , , w o.old f^ l  t o . my-. iharc'; 
-and.that thofew ibo wer.e to w rite the hifto- 
■ ries o f  the AfTyri.ans, j!Viedes> iPe/fianSj and 
, other .-nations ,w hiph  -had connection 
' w ith (the Je w i d i • l^ould ¡be o,bljged. to fo l
low  the ; fame'traCi:, and acknow ledge the 
divine I authority ..of the - O ld  T eftam en t. 

Thi.5;his lordiiijp bighlyappr.Qye4 ,.and.as to
the rfm ainingdifficulty, yi^, thp reconciling

,w hat was. gli;ea4y p r i n t e d , t h o u g h t  

paft.remedying? .W^Ì?,Jdibjp».that the 
.greatefl: p art.o f n tw h e is  having

. ' been
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been miflaid, and fo bandied about and 
wafted that there would be fpeedily a ner 
ceflîtÿ o f  reprinting them, !  would engage 
to revife and eorrèdl them, id as to make the 
w hole uniform, which was foon after done 
accord ingly.. But when, for the credit o f  
the w ork, I propofed to the proprietors the 
calling ill o f  the old numbers, and. giving 
th e  purehafers the new ones in lieu' o f  
them, the greater part o f  them  lent a deaf 

'ear to it, àlledging, that they were fo m uch 
'out o f  ' pdcket already, that they could uot 
"af^ird 'to deftroy fp great a number o f  copies 
for the â k e  Of uniformity^ and that the 

'w ork  muft take its chance without it.
‘T h is  vvas'no't only' inftance in which, 
they ftbod m- their bvvri light j I ihall - beg 
leave to ‘ add: One on tw o morel Before 
the ninth  ̂number o f  thé -firfl: volume had 

'been'publiihéd, they had-received feveral 

letters from  the learned both at home and 
‘ abroad;'d iré â ied ^ o  thé authors, Iparticu- 
larly tw o 'fro m  H olland, the one from a 
perfdn'^who^ ffahftated our hiftory into, 

Frehch,“ ‘iartd’-th e-oth er into D utch, and 
publi'ihe'd them’'théré regularly every month> 
as we “did f e e .  i.Thefe, among o.tHer com -

mendatioR̂ ^
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mehdations and encouragements, defired U3 
to fend them the iheets as fail as printed 
here, for the better difpatch o f  their ver- 
fion, and keeping time with us j offering 
to make any reafonablc fatisfadlibn for it, 
and to promote the credit and fale o f  the 
Engliih original on the other fide the water* 
T h e  D utch tranilator in particular, w ho 

' was a man o f  learning and charadler, ac
quainted us, not without a handfome and 
m odeil apology, with ibme altérations and 
deviations he had taken the liberty to m ake 
from  our printed copy, in the three or four 

firfl numbers, and defired us above all 
, things to fettle a correfpondence' with him> 

that w e m ight freely communicate our 
thoughts to one another, promifing to fend 
us, at the conclufion o f  each volume a copy, 
o f  his verfion, w ith the alterations marked 
in the margin, and the fentiments o f  the 
learned beyond feàj about the w ork  w hich 
he ac^rdingly did at the clofe o f his firil 
volunie, though we had not been able to 
■ pvevaii upon the proprietors to fend them 
the iheets in the manner above defired, and 

•were not willing to do it without their con- 
fent, they being all apprehenfive that thefe

verfions
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TerfionS would hinder the falé oí' the Erigliih 
original there. W e  tried in  vain to con
vince them o f  the contrary, by (hewing 
them  that it would rather forward it, 
by m aking it more know n and famed 
abroad j for that not only the E ngliih  thére, 
but likew ife thofe who underftood that lan
guage, w ould  ilill chufé to' read it in the 
original rather than in a vérfion. I like-¡ 
ivife tried to m ake them fenfible how  ne- 
Oéfíáry and ufeful fach a correfpohdence 
^ ould  be to us, and how  much it would in all 
likelihood contribute to the credit and re
putation o f  the work, and what need w c 
flood in to ufe all proper helps, in a w ork 
o f  fo arduous and extenfive a nature. The> 
on ly thing they would agree to, was that 
w e  m ight, i f  w e thought fit, ilill corrcfpond 
w ith  them , (and that they knew  w c 
could do without their leave) but as to, 
the fending the ihcets as foon as printed, 
they abfolutely refufed j fo that we were 
forced to put an end to the one for want o f  
being able to com ply with the otheiv-» ^  
Xlbe n ext inílánce I  ihall give is ftill o f  
a more fordid nature. ■ T h e y  were obliged 
to furniih us with all neceifary books i

fo r ^
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for the w ork, and on m y firft going upoft 
the Jew iih hiftory, I  ient them a lift o f 
fuch as were really wanted> though fom e. 
o f  ■’ them  very coniiderable both in bulk 
and value, fuch as the Thalm uds, Polyglott, 
Opera Critieorum, & c. and was furprifed 

the difiiculties they made¿ and objedions 
ley raifed againft both the riumbfer, and 
harge o f  them^ alledging on the one hand 
le Vaft number o f  them that had been for- 
lerly embez2led and loft, which they pre

tended to amount to near 20b/. and on the 
• iHher, the vaft expence they had already 

been at, and the little retutns made for i t  
in the four fir ft nunibersj fo that i f  Í w ould 
not'difpenfe w ith a good number o f  the 
deareft fort  ̂ they were afraid they m uft 
defift from  proceeding farther. I t  was w ell 

’ for them, as Well as me, that X had then a 
free accefs to Sion College library, by an Ordef 
Fronfi the pi'efident and fome o f the heads 
o f  thaLfociety> and Which I had,made ufó 
.of for fbm'e years, whenever I ftood id  

i t j  fo that I readily engaged to 
ftrike out all thofe that I  ftiould'fiiid there, 
provided they wOuId prOmife to find me all 

I ihe,rcft. By which means, as w ell as by the 
' kind.
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•kind aflifl adce o f  m y good friend the re
verend M r. Reading, the late worthy libi’ary- 
keeper, w ho having the goodnefs to bring 
m e all the bpoks I  called fof, without 
the trouble o f  my looking out for them 
in their refpedtive ihelves, to m y w rit
ing deik at the farther end o f  the li
brary, I  could with eafe confult all m y au
thors, m ake w hat extraits 1  vvanted out*of 
them , after which he took the pains o f 
returning them to their proper places.
N o w  as this faved the bookfellers the buy
ing o f  near, i f  not more than loo/. worth 
o f  books, and m e a great deal o f  trouble, 
(for M r. Reading did m oil frequently 
enquire o f me what part o f  a book I de- 
iigned to confult, and being well acquainted 
w ith  mpft o f  them, brought them to me 
opened at the very.place I  wanted, w hich 
enabled me to make more difpatch, and to 
keep up to the time o f  publication) I  in- 
iiiled at one o f  our meetings, and I thought 
ju illy  too, that they ihould, by jyay o f 
acknowledgem ent, prefent either thcmbj'ary. 

or the w orthy keeper o f  it, w ith a fet o f  
volumes, as foon as they com e out, which,
I told them, m ight likewife be a means o f

recom m ending'
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recommending the w ork to thofe divines 
and others that frequented that place. 
T h e y  all feemed readily to agree' to the 
propofal, and I acquainted M r. Reading, 
w h o was not a little pleafed w ith it, and 
told me, that, for his part, he was very 
ready to do all he could to promote our 
defi^n, without any fuch view, though he 
faidthat he íhould be glad to fee it pre- 
fented to the library, as it was a w ork 
which he much approved as far as w e had 
gone, the chronology excepted, to w hich 
he thought that o f the learned, U iher vaftly 
preferable. I told him  I was w holly o f 
his. opinion, and was forry M r. Sale had 
ever fixed upon this, but that it was done 
before I  was concerned in the w ork, and 
could not now be retrieved, at leaft in this 
firfl: edition, but by the readers making up 
the difference either in their mind or w ith 
the pen. I added, that I had reafon to 
believe, ihat i f  the w ork came ever to be 
reprinte^  w e ihould exchange it for that 
o f  A r^ b ifh p p  U iher, as w e have actually 
done. H ow ever, as foon as the firft part 
o f  the Jew iih  hiftory was printed off, I  
took a little recefs among fome. o f  my

X  friends
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friends in Ham pihire, w here I compleated 
m y next taik, viz. the hiftory o f the Celtes 
and the Scythians, and as I had the 
free ufe o f  feveral libraries there, I  faved 
the proprietors the charge o f  buying 
thofe books I  was fure to find in any o f  
them , and as foon as I found by the public 
papers, that the firft volume was publiihed, 
wrote a letter to put them in mind o f  their 
promife o f  prefenting one o f  thern to Sion 
College library j but I  was much furprifed 
ât m y com ing to' tow n, to find that they 
had abfolutely refolved again ft it, on pre
tence'that it m ight hinder many clergym en 
from  buying it, i f  they could have the 
reading o f it there. I tried in vain to fore
warn them  that I  ihould want m oft o f  the 
fame fcarce and chargeable books, befides 
a num ber o f  others, for the writing the 
fécond part o f  the Jewifh hiftory, in a 
fubfequent volum e, in w hich cafe they 
could not expedt that I ihould agtin have 
tecourfe to m y good friend M r.^ y d ii^ y ^  
but m uft o f  neceifity be at the expence o f  
buying them} they chofe to run the hazard 
o f  k , and. I  took care not to fpare them  in 
one o f  them , when it cam e to the point.

From
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t'rom  Ihèfe few  inilances, the reader m ay 
cafily guefs that the then partners were not 
quite fo folicitous for the credit o f  the 
w ork, as m igh t.h ave been w ifhed, con- 
fìdering how  well it took by ' this time. 
But I muft in juftice to them acquaint him , 
that (befides the great difficulties they lar 
boured under to procure proper hands to 
go on with it, and for w hich I refer him  
to what I have faid in  the dedication arid 
preface to the laft volume o f  thé folió edi- 

.tion) they had met with m any unexpeéted 
and confiderable Ioffes j fonie o f  the new ly 
engaged authors, for inffance took up pretty 
round fums before-hand, and never w rote 
a line o f  the part they had undertaken; 
others, even among the old ones, wrote 
theirs in fuch a carelefs manner as not 
to be fit to appear in print, ■ w h e n , they 
cam e to be examined by the reft, and 
yet vyere paid the fame to the full as i f  their 

copy h|d paffed mufter, though the whole 
■ was to jje  done again de n(róô  and the re
tarding, o f  the w ork was an additional lofs 
to  the proprietors. I  w ill add, that I  have 
^fince known near tw enty ilieets o f  the be

ginning o f  the Byzantine hiftory, done by

X 2 a ju-
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a judicious hand, and printed off, yet con
demned to wafte paper chiefly becaufe it 
was fpun to too great a length, w hich  was 
ftill a much greater lofs. T h e  truth is, 
•that, the author o f  the Roman, hiftory, hav
in g wire-drawn it to aboye three times the 
length it was to haye been, there was an 
abfolute necefljty o f  curtailing that o f the 

.Conftantinopolitan emperors, >to prevent 
the w ork fwclling into an enormous b u lk; 
and he him felf hath abridged it in fuch a 
m anner as hath quite marred it, iince the 
reader w ill find moft reigns contained in 
as m any ihort paragraphs as they w ould 
have required iheets, w hich is fo much the 
greater lofs to the public, inafmuch as, 
the Rom an hiftory being fo w ell knovvn, 
and written by fo many hands, was the 
fittefl: to have been thus epitom ifed} 
whereas the Byzantine, though equally 

- curious and inftrudive, is fo little known, 
that it ought to have been written in a 
m ore copious manner, efpecialjr as it 
abounds with the m oil interefting indfleiliS’ " ' 
to the church as WieU as the ftate. So that 
the author hath done In  both refpeifts

the'
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the very reverfe o f  what he ought to have 
done.
T h e  reader may, from  the inftances above 
mentioned, fuppofe perhaps, that w e the au
thors keptconftantly to our meetings and ex
amining each part in a body, as w e ufed to 
do at firft* fetting out, a method o f  the 
greateft confequence towards the carrying on 
fuch a w ork, and which the proprietors 
were not wanting in generofity to promote ; 
but w e foon found the new comers fo averfe • 
to continue it, or fubmit the review o f  
their copy to the old ones, that they either 
abfented therhfelves from  puir meetings, or 
elfe cohdefcended only to' anfwef ‘ ihch 
queftions as were aiked thedi by the old 
ones concerning ¿heir fixing any point o f  
hiftory, w hich had a connexion with that . 
o f  another nation j as the Macedonians and 
Greeks, for in dance, done by tw o or three' 
hands, to prevent our claihihg w ith  each 
other about uncertain or controverted fads^ 
in ey e ^  refped, they in lifted pn going oh' 
each in his ow n way, as they were, they 
told us, fufficiently-acquainted w ith the 

^ u b je d  they had in hand. By this means 
it was that they indulged themfelves in the 

X  3, , liberty
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liberty o f  going beyond their bounds, and 
fw ellingeach part to double the bulk agreed 
on, by often repeating the fame common 
fad s in each feparate hiftory, w hich w e 
had agreed ihould be related at length but 
in its proper place, w hilft every other occa^ 
fiph that offered for freih mention o f  them, 
was to be only referred to that, either as 
promifcua to follow  in the fequel, or as a 
reference to what hath already been faid.
F o r , w e ’ had from the beginning agreed 
upon this method, that .nothing, ihould be 

) related at length concerning the hiilory o f  
any nation or country, but w hat was tranf-r 
ad ed  within the.boundaries o f  i t ;  and that 
the wars,, conquefts, & c . w h ic^  were car-r 
ried on abroad, ihould be mentioned chiefly 
in the hiilory o f  thofe countries where they 
were.tna.de i  ,to do otherwifc, would be, as 
was hinted at the beginning o f  the firil vo- 
lurne, treating thofe conquered, nations 
w ith the fame arbitrary contempt .and neg- 
le d  as their conquerors had form erly done. 
T h u s, for inilance, it was ,r6folvra tIjiir"» 
Alexander’s hiilory ihpuld be confined to 
M acedonia, and his other conquefts re-

f(?rre(̂ '̂
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ferred to that o f  thofc'nations he fubdaedj 
that that of. the Romans, ihould be con
fined within the limits o f  Italy, and their 
new lawlefs acquifitions referred to the 
hiftory o f  the Gauls, Germans, Spaniards, 
Carthaginians, & c. that were to follow . 
T h is  would at oncefiave eifedtually cut o ff  
all needlefs' repetitions, with which the 
w ork hath been fwelled beyond its, de- 
figned lengthi without docking the hiftory 
o f any nation, as w e have been fince forced 
to do, to avoid falling jnto the fame fault 
in which the writers o f  the feveral G reek 
hiftories have fallen, where the reader m ay 
fee the fame fa<^s related over and over 
in' the hiftories o f the Macedonians, 
Athenians, Spartans, & c . not w ithout fome 
vifible and unjuftlfiable variations, all which 
niight eafilyhave been avoided, had the au
thors kept within the rules abovementioned. 
But no one hath ihewn a greater difregard 
to them, than the author o f  the Rom an 
hiftory^ w ho hath fwallowed up all th e ' 

■ unhappy nations that fell into thofe con
querors clutches w ithout diftinilion, and 
expatiated with the fame diffufenefs on their 

^hiftory without, as he hath iii that within 
, X  4  , their
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their territories, which though fome o f  
our readers have approved of, as it gives a 
more connedcd hiftory o f  that nation, a 
thing fo m uch the lefs needful in a w ork 
o f  this exteniive nature, as w e have it 
written in a body by fo many different 
hands, yet hath been highly difliked by the 
far greater, and I  may add the more judi
cious part o f  them, as contrary to our plan 
and engagements to the public, and to the 
nature o f  an Univerfal Hiftoty,* wherein 
that o f  every nation, fhould be found fully 
difplayed, and every fa il  Confined to its pro
per fcene o f  adtion. It was to the negledl 
o f  attending to, or rather keeping up to this 
original defign, that we m uft aferibe two 
confiderable d efers in the w ork, againil 
w hich our readers have juftly complained. 
T h e  one, that fome hiilories, as for inftance, 
that of-the Carthaginians, had been fraught 
with an unneceffary repetition o f  all their 
wars with the Romans, or which.had been 
already fu lly  related in the Rom an ^iftory, 
to the fw elling o f  the w ork beyond I f? * * *  
due lim its; the, other, that to avoid that 
inconveniency and charge to the purchafers, 

thofii o f  the Gauls, Germ ans and Spaniards^
. are

   
  



(  313 .)

are truncated, and their wars with, and, 
redudtion by the Romans are barely referred 
to what hath been faid in the Roman hif- 
ftory, where they are fcattered and fo inter- 
fperfed with that o f other, nations, that it 
cannot be called a regiilar and compleat 
hiftory of^them. A n d  what is this but 
abfdfbing all tbefe •«brave natipns by the 
lum p, into that o f  their tyrannic.conquerors; 
and how could I , to w hofe lot the hiftory o f  
thofe three ancient nations fell, avoid it by 
any other way, but that o f  recapitulating all 
afrefli, in the nnoft: compendious manner I 
could, to avoid fwelUng the w ork and re
ferring the reader to the volume and page 
o f  the Rom an hiftory, where the fails are 
‘mentioned at length. A nd there was by 
that time the more caufe to abridge all 
thefe needleis repetitions, becauie the pur- 
chafers, and after them the bookfellers, had 
ju illy  complained, how vailly the w ork was 
already fwelled beyond the bounds to w hich 

weha((promifed to confine it. But this was 
"^ndt fe  . readily complied w ith by the reil, 

w ho having finiihed each their refpeilive 
hi(k)ries, according to the plan and m e- 

^thod agreed upon, and mentioned above,and
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and either did not dream that the writer o fth c 
Rom an hiilory would go contrary, or when 
they found he had, did refent it too muçh 
to fuffer their own to be truncated on 
his account, infifted upon their being 
printed at full length,and with all their repe^ 
titions. 'And this the bookfellers were forced, i. .
to fubmit to, for fear not only o f  difoblig-^ 
ing the authors, but likewife o f  retarding 
the regular publication o f  the volumes.
But what w ill eaiily convince th^ reader| 
as it hath m e -long fince, how  m uch m ore 
earned: .the writer o f the Roman; hiftory 
was to prom ote his ow n ignoble intered-, 
at the expence o f  the proprietors, as vvell as 
the credit o f the w ork, is, that when hç 
cam e afterwards to write the fecpnd part? 
o f  the hiftory o f  the Periians, he hath re-» 
peated at. length all their wars with the 
eaftern emperors, together with all the other 
fa<fls and incidents that palTed between 
them, at full length, inftead o f  referring to 
what he had form erly faid in the Byzan
tine hiftoryj for this plainly iliews t h e ^  
Juki's odor lycri^y\oxt. effeftually influenced 
him than all the complaints o f  the propri
etors and purdiafers, (Which laft were be-Ncome
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com e fo rife that w e thought it neceflary to 
publiih fomething' by way o f excufe for 
this excefs o f  bulk, and at the fame time 
to make the beft appology we could for 
that and other deviations from our original 
plan, without difcovering the caufes they 
were owing to, which would have rather 
helped- to difcredit the w ork in the eye o f  
the world, which did not dream how  little 
unanimity there was in our ’proceedings, 
and how* impoflible it was for the beft in
clined o f  us to keep fuch felfiih fpirits as 
were then employed, within the bounds 
prefcribed. I ihall no\v̂  give a farther in- 
ftance o f  it, and f jc h  a pregnant one, as will, 
convince the reader that fuch a w ork as 
this could never be carried on fairly, and 
according to our promife, notwithftanding all 
our care and precaution, even in the fécond 
impreffioh o f  th e  < w ork; how  much lefs 
poffible muft it have been, to have done 
fo in the firft.
But th|re was ftill à greater inconvenience 

■ »cfofiiijg from thefe repetitions, and the 
monftrmîS'bulk o f the Rom an hiftory, and 
by ><hat time the feventh volume was

iiniflied,
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iiniilied, the public began to think w e dc-’ 
ligned to fpin the w ork to nine or ten, for 
there were ftill a great number o f  ancient 
kingdoms and countries to be defcribed, ac
cording- to  our original defign, fuch as the 
Mohammedan hiftory, and other nations 
interwoven with it, confifting o f above 
twenty articles in M r. Salehs plan, m oft o f  
them  of. fuch hard names as few  readers 
were acquainted with, befides the kingdoms 
o f  the great M ogul ànd other parts o f India, 
thofe o f  Siam, China, Japan, Tartary, 
Ruflia 'b o th  in Europe and A fia, the 
T u rk iih  empire in both, and the w’hole 
country o f  Am erica; all which could hardly
be contained in lefs than tw o volumes at«
the leaft. H ow ever, by that time the 
feventh volum e was publiihed^ the pro
prietors met with fo little encouragement 
to go on from the purchafeis, and were al
ready fuch coniiderable lofers, that they 
thought fit to flop there, and: leave the 
w ork thus maimed and im perfedl; but 
w hat not only determined, but^Ja^^ïômé^ 
meafure forced them  to it, was their having 
the' mortification foon after, to fee Their 
property invaded by three different pyratical

' bookièller$
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bookfellers o f Dublin, w ho, as they were not 
at any other charge than printing and paper» 
both which are much cheaper in Ireland 
than here, could well enough afford it to 
the public for h a lf the price that ours Ibid 
for at London, and unknown to eacK other 
reprinted the w ork there word for word, 
tw o o f  them in folio-and the third in oc* 
tavo, -and when each of them came to un- 
derftand that the like pyracy had been 
committed by the other tw o, fell foul 
againfl each other in their advertifements, 

' in fuch language and opprobrious names as 
all three ju illy  deferved. A s therefore fuch 

' a piece o f flagrant injuftice could not but 
greatly aifedl the original proprietors, w h o 
Were already fo, confiderably lofers, it 
could  not be expelled that they ihould 
run the m anifeil hazard o f throwing aw ay 
more m oney in purfuit o f  their plan. 
W e  were therefore -obliged to frame .an
other kind o f  excufe for their dropping 
it, viz.Nthat thofe countries and kingdoms 

" noT-iifi^en o f in the foregoing volumes, 
being o i^ ater difcovery, fuch as India,, 
Qbkia, & c.d n  A lia , a great part o f  Africa, 

^and the nevy Am erican, world, they woul^

' .bp
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be more properly defcribed, and their hiito- 
ries begiin and continued in the moderrt 
part, w hich they w ire  however no farther 
reiblved to go on w ith, than as they found 
a  probability o f  its m eeting more encour
agem ent than the old had hitherto done^ 
So that they had now  time to think on 
fom e proper means o f  fuppreffing the three 
pyrated impreffions as far gs poffible, by 
expofing them  to the public as th e y  ju ftly  
deferved, and propofing to give the World 
a new  and more corredt edition o f the 
w hole in odtavo, together w ith additions 
o f fuch material points as had been omitted 
in the former.
W h e n  this fécond impreffion came to bç 
réfolved on, both the authors and proprie
tors, fenfib^e o f  the m any mifcarriages o f  
the form er, for want o f our follow ing our 
firft plan, did unanimouily agrée among 
other things, that every one o f us in the 
revifing, correding, and im proving each 
Our refpeftive parts, ihould oblige oirfelves, 
fo  far to ftick clofe to it for th^Xl^ture, 
that all the unneceffary repetitions ihould 
be refcinded, and every hiftorical fa^ b e^  
confined to . the hiftory o f  that country in'

which

   
  



' ( 3«9 )
w lilch it was traiifaited, and no where 
mentioned at length bjit th^rej as the con- 
queft o f  Sicily in the hfftory o f  that Ifland, 
o f  Carthage in that o f the Republic, o f 
the Spaniards, Gauls, 5cc., in that* o f  thofe 
nations, which was the only way o f  m ak
ing every one o f them com pleat, and at the 
fame time ihorten the work, by the avoid
ing all needleffi* repetitions. And this w e 
not only promifed, but bound ourfelves in 
writing to perform j how ever to make the 
point ftill more fare, as I  had reafon to 
doubt .an unahimous compliance to the 
agreement frorn one quarter-, I  further pro- 
pofed that no part iliould go to the prefs, 
till it had been examined and approved by 
tlie re ft .. T h is  was accordingly'oppofed by 
the party I  fufpedled under feveral fpeciouS 
pretences, fuch as taking up too much tim e, 
as w e lived at fome diftance from each 
other, the danger o f  miilaying or lofing 
fome o f  the copy, and having now and 
then f^ne alteration in controverted points, 

m ight retard if  not hinder the 
work} upon which the proprietors thought 

give it up, and to depend upon our ' 

honour for the e x a d  performance o f  our 

“ agreement.
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egreement. H ow ever, as he hath hardly 
in one fingle inftance kept up to it, but 
hath reprinted, not only his own Rom an 
hiftory, but feyeral other parts done for
m erly by other hands, and now com 
mitted to his. care by the bookfellers, 
almoft verbatim from the firft edition, to 
the no fmall trouble ofj and damage to.the 
other authors who had filled up th efe 'un - 
neceifary chafms in their refpedive, parts, 
which he ihould have ftruck o u t 'o fh is  
own, and have been fince obliged to erafe 
all thofe additions) he hath fufficiently 
convinced every one o f  us what his view s 
were in fo ilrenuoufly oppofing m y.p ’rqpo- 
fal, and confequently how  im pofliblé it is 
for fuch a defign as this to be rightly ex
ecuted, unlefs the whole care and revifal 
be left to one fingle perfon o f  ability equal 

‘ to it. T h e  thing is now pail all remedy 
w ith  refped: to this fécond edition, though 
it m ay be eafily redified in every re- 
fp e d  in a future one, i f  any fuch n ^ y  ever 
find encouragement. But the wrong»d5he 

to the public in this fécond, is^'me more 
confiderable, through the unfairnefs ofishe.. 
author above mentioned, in as m uch as,

though
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though he is the only one concerned, that 
hath not complied with our articles, he has 
by his fubdulous artifice had the far greater 
lhare in the w ork  tom m itted to him . 
A n d  I  think I  have the greater right to 
complain o f  his breach o f  promife, and the 
difcredit he hath brought on us and the work* 
as I  éap; make it appear that neither in the 
firft nor fécond edition, I  have ever departed 
from  our original plan, in any o f  thofe parts 
I  have bten engaged in, nor inferred any 
thing in thefti except by way o f  proniiifuni 
or reference, that properly belonged to àn - 
pthen -And for the truth o f  this I  ihall 
only appeal- to thefe parts, a lift o f  vvhich I  
iEall, in juftice to m y ow n charadter* now  
give to the reader.
1 . T h e  Jew iih  hiftory*from  Abraham* to 
the Babyloniih captivity.
2. T h e  hiftory o f  the Celtes and Scythians.
3 . T h e  ancient hiftory o f  Greece, or the 
fabulous and heroic times.

4 . T h e  ^ u e l  o f  the Jew iih  hiftory, from  
the return from Babylon, to the deftru(ftion 
<̂ f J e ru fa L ^ b y  Titus.
5. X h e hiftory o f  the ancient Em pires o f  
N ice and Trebizon.

y  < 6. The
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6» T h e  bfftory o f  the ancient Spaniards.
7 ;  O f'th e  Gâiïls^

O f  the ancient¡^ermans.
In. the fécOnd edition, wherein w e  endea
voured to fuppiy ail the material omiffions 
in the. ftrïl, the following parts cam e to 
my  ̂fhare, viz,
2/  T h é  fèc^uel o f  the Theban, and Corin
thian hiftory.

:.Tbe Retreat o f Xenophon.
 ̂f T h e  continuation o f  the Jew iih  hiftory, 

froni'thedeftruftion  o f  Jem falem  by T itus, 
to  this prefent time,
I  m uft here obferve- w ith  refpedl: to the Jaft 
¿f^thefe, that i t  had beert prom ifed in our 
p lan  from the-very beginning-, but bad been 
deferred, as more properly belonging to the 
m odern hiftory^ upon w hich lèverai o f  our 
fubfcribers and correfpondents complained 
o f  the omifilOrt, äs it is a fubje<Sb not only 
curious and inftruflive, but likewife littlç 
know n, and therefore rt^uch wanted j upon 

yybich w e had agreed to fatisfj^heir- de- 
irtand, and to have inferted ita ^ fîS T  end 
o f  the fécond part-of the or tb c^ .
R om an hiftoryj and I had accord in gly^ e- 

pared it for the prefs againft that time, and
-  beftowed *
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beftowed füll fix months in the writing o f  
it, befides w hat I had fpent before in co l- 
ledling- fuch curious t:^terials as fell in m y 
w ay; fo that the copy, which will m ake 
about fifteen or fixteen üieets o f  the oétavQ 
editioni hath been a good w h ffj in the 
hands o f  the proprietors, a n d ' as I had 
reafon to expedí, would have been printed 
before now in the fifteenth Or fixteenth 
volum e, o f  which-1 had apprifed feveral o f  
m y correfppndents, as well as thofe o f  m y  
acquaintance who enquired.after it. But to 
m y furprife, the proprietors have fince de
termined to poftppne it till the M odern 
H iftory comes, out, as it brings the hiftory o f  
the Jewifli nation down to the prefent tim e, 
w hich no other in the w ork doth, and can 
have no place in the Antient. But the real 

. cauie was the want o f  room, the w ork  
being like to fwell ligyond the number p f  
vplumes prpmifed in their propofals.
The. truth is they being in fome meafure 
o b lig e d ^  include it w ithin the compafs o f  
tw ent^s^r at m oft twenty-one volumes.

order t^ upprefs the pyratical Irifb edi- 
tjpn (which was promifed to be contained 

. Y 2 within
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within thdt riilmber, though without any 
probability (or perhaps defign) o f  their fo 
doing, i f  One m ay guefs by the bulk 
o f  each o f thofe volumes that have 
been publiChed) there was a neceffity o f 
reducing matters within a narrower com - 
pafs. A nd this upon a ilridt cornputation 
m ight have been eafily done,, notwithftand- 
in g  the feveral additions that were ' fo be 
made to the w ork, had all the needleis 
repetitions been refeinded, the ftyle made 
m ore concife, and a great number o f  fuper- 
fluous fafts, circumftances, difquifitionSj 
and controverfies, moft o f  them  ufelefs and 
incompatible w ith  the nature o f  fo e i -  
teniive a w ork, been ftruck out o f both 
the text and notes, as w e had agreed ihould 

b e  done b y  every one in his refpedive 
parts, and hath been fidlually done by all 
b u t one, and him the perfon w ho had the 
largeft ihare in the revifing and contradling 
o f  the w ork j fo that through his n egled  
and noncompliance, the w ork hatl^ w elled 
not only much beyond our c o m p flf^ q ^  
but would have done' m uch rnore fp, h i ^  
not the proprietors from a laudable ^defite 

©f keeping up as m uch as could poffibly
' • be
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be done to the iirft propofals, not only 
generoufly thrown in five or fix iheets ex
traordinary into every volume, but likewife 
enlarged every .page both in the length 
and number o f  the lines, by w hich  each 

' volume from the fourth downvvards, may 
be juftly^ faid to contain between fix or 
fcyeij iheets more of matter than was origi
nally. propofed, or than the third or fourth 
contained. And this I am bound to men
tion in juftice to them, becaufe though 
they were corifiderable loiers by the firft 
edition, they yet chofe to put themfelves to 
this extraordinary expence, rather than, in
cur the-charge of impofing upon the public, 
by the unexpedted addition o f  three or four 
Volumes more than they had engaged • to 
com prife the whole work in. However, i  
cannot but be forry that thefe confiderations 
ihould be looked upon as a fuificinet pretext 
for thjir fuppreifing that fequel o f  the 
Jewiih luftory' I have been fpeahing o f, , 
contraV to the original p lan .of the work, 

^,^rR}-tlSe expedtation o f  fo many o f  its en- 
jp jn teu r^  And I  do purpqfeiy take notice 

o f  it f th a t  in cafe I can not prevail upon 
them to print it at the end o f  the worj^,

. . Y. g and.
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and leave it at the option o f  fobfcribers, 
either to buy or leave it, the public m ay 
kn ow  where thd fault lies, and thàt tn y  
friends m ay not lay it at m y door.
T h u s much m ay fuffice for the hiftory o f  
this .w o rk , and to account for the great 
inilperfeitions o f  the hrd: edition, and for 
the fécond not turning out better tha«- it 
hath; and I  doubt not, w hen the reader 
conñders all iliefe things h e  w ill be apt 
rather to wonder, as I Ijave often donê  ̂
that it is com e out fo  well as it is. I  have 
ho intention, m uch lefs any caufe to refledt on 
thé proprietors o f  the w ork, eipecially thdÎè 
■ \vhô‘áre become fo lince the deaths or failú’fé 
o f  m oft o f  the old ones. T h e y  ^aVè fpareá 
héither pains noir coil towards its improve^ 
blent, n o r‘ been wanting in  generofity td 
the authors. T h e y  never once difputed 
with'me_ about the price I fet upon m y Ja- 
holir, hot refûféd 'to fupply me w ith fucf  ̂
fuhns as l  dre^  upon them for. T h is is indeed 
m ore than i ’cáh ór ou gh t’tó fay b i ^ e  'dld 
■ fet o f  thémÇ Tomé o f  Whom':dften ptíT u^  
to  gfeat difficulties by their -foitîidn^ 
inútüál jealdufies dnd rhifunderilandin^, ah 

'•^hidli' f  ' \Vith pieafure obferyed to vaniih
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«pon the tom ing in o f  diisTiew fet. It i i  
true that as ifar as’related to'ttle, they always 
fóünd me diligentandpUn<^uM} íperfornáfed 
the parts I 'uñdertóok to ' thé heft ̂ of iîiÿ  'ábt- 
lîty, and being content w ith a moderate 
gam, could beftow the m ore tim e ànd laboùî 
upon them, ànd alw ays‘took çàrè to hávS 
th jm  finiihed at the -time téqt¿Íred j and’ fg  
w holly, and ï  tnay add cordially, was .lihj: 
tent upoi},the w ork  in general, that I would 
never engage in any othdr'-^hflft ’thaVla'fted; 
And this they were^fó’íár. Tatíisfied of,'^ahd 
ib entiitly relied p n 'ih b ; tíi^t '"whfetherjñ • 
town -or country, I haVel̂ '’befen' áñowe.d .tô 
drawn u p o n ^ r . Miliar,-fóf''fóm'e'fcófetf 
^poundsbefotb hand, Whfóh were púriítü- 
üUy !anfwè'rèd‘ b y  h îin ,- tllough ‘neither .‘life 
nor any of-^the bárthferisV ‘ever ifaw any .'óf
Itiy obpy trllitwerit to the-prefs; ànd wbeti
■ pfintea o ff  'paid-the-'fútpllft w  uáboin.- 
^ 6 n  génerofíty, ‘îbr-I'àfvvàysrtdbk’.ciâib 'to  

'keep' within bdriipafs;' 'T h is  tiiayiôôk'îrke 

'vahttyTór ihe to T àÿ d f  ' m yfelf, b û t .'as ‘it

•'anyfátiíhétión fróm it, ‘bM̂ héyconfcibüf. 
-nefs -̂©f baying "‘ailed --ànbôôeft • 'pa'rt> and 

. Y 4  as
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as this hath been m y conftanf method with 
all the bookfellers with whom  I haye been 
concerned^ and for this I.d^re appeal tO;all 
w ho have employed rne, I  am the lefs fcru- 
pulous about any- fínifter conftruftion , a 
cenforious feader may put upon it; thofe 
w h o have know n nie and my oonyerfation 

.} for m uch above thefe twenty years, .will 
I  hope pafs a more candid judgm ent upoi^
it.. ■ ■ . . . . . . . .

H ow ever, w ith  re^e(f): to the management 
OÍ the partners . about this fécond edition, 
ji. cannot but obferve that they yvere guilty
o f  tw o fa ta f errors. T h e  hril in com»* , * > » .  • *' ' * ‘
m itting f o . great a ihare p f-th e wprk, as 
w e ll as the revifal o f  the w h o le . t'o a man, 
who, they had all reafon to believe .aimed* 
chiedy at gain and difpatch, apd tp agree 
w ith  him by the lum p as they did,, which 
w ould  only prove a temptation |:o him  

J.0 hurry it o ff  as fa il as he could, and as he 
.accordingly did,, to their no fmall mortifica
tion, as w ell as hurt to themfelves m d  thp 
w o rk . I  m ight add, that as he wtes- and 
ow ned -him felf quite unacquainted 

’ ^he’ eailern languages, he was th e \ n o (l 
• unqualified for lèverai parts ' that fell to ' 

'   ̂  ̂ ' h i s
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iiis lot o f  any and i f  care had not 
been taken would have committed fuch 
miftakes in the .very, fpelling o f  pro
per names, as would quite have dif- 
credited it.
T h e  other was their engaging to 'publiih 
a. volume m onthly, and beginning to piib?- 
liih  before they h ad . a fufficient number 
ready printed before hand, to, have enabled 
them to keep up to their time • thé want 
o f  w hich precaution hath iince obliged 
them to have feveral volumes on the anvill 
at different prefles at once, and to be dif- 
patchcd with fuch precipitation that the 
compofitors have overlooked many littéral 
errors'w hich  had been corre<fted by the 
authors, and which is ftill worfe, this h^th 
■ likewife made it impoffible for us to make 
the proper and neceiîàry references ftom  
one volume to the other as they were printed 
at the fame time, and not regularly one after 
anothefj^ as they ihould have done, fo that 
jn foERe cafes w e could hardly refer to 

^ th e ^ /^ u m e  much lefs to the. page but 
reader^will find m any inftances o f  this

I  ihajl
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I  ihall now  give fom e few  ufeful Mnts 
h ow  this w ork m ay b̂e m ade compleat ia  
a fiature jeditioti -by one iiangie hand, i f  
equal to the ta lk  j firil, let whoever under
takes it read it all over again attentively 
and regularly, one volum e after another, 
and as h e reads, common-place every thing, 
per'fon, fajft, & c . as i f  he defigned it for a 
tom pleat iand copious index. L et him  not 
depend upon that general one w hich is 
feady made to his hand, at the end o f  the 
iwork, and where all thefe needlefs .repeti
tions, inconiiftences,andcontradi(Slions may 
be; artfully omitted or iconcealed.j h u t 
feither. make .a full and exaift o n e  denovo  ̂
or at ileafl: confult the printed one upon 
every point h e reads over, and mark dow n 
.^veiy fi|ch omiiliion or concealment j though 

wer^ it my, cafe I ihould. rather prefer the 
form er, becaufe there w ill h e  the lefs .labour 
iodlr, as It  w ill ftand ready for fuch w h en  the 
iwqrkcom es to be.reprinted,and he will have 
afterwards nothing to do'but add the'printed 
ipages to, every-article .as they coiSiii 
xOuffe, only.if it ihould h e  .deemed 
he- may ftrike out afterwards fuch ^  ap- 

rpear lof lefs moment. But he will find

.  t o
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thrs^iingiilar benefit by fiitch ^  exaél cofm+ 
m bá“placing -of every thin^.,. tha't it w ill 
difcover to  him  at! once >every inecdlefs, re*- 
petition,, èvery .incdtififte'hcy ànd contras 
didtion as he reads on, which h e  tpay at 
the fame time m ark dow n in the marorinO
o f  the book, in order tp correâ: them K)ñ- 
the fécond reading, H e -ma^, then fet 
down likewife in the aiiargio, the volum e 
nhd'page where the famn'Uhmgris told bb- 
/di ê,; whfere it'is'diiFerentîy'[related, or :fet 
An ¿'different light, hnd in  tsafes that admit 
•á difpute, by bohfalfing the'O riginal 
^fhdfa, ’be able to jiidge\vh1ch.! 5s! righ t 'Or 
^oif-^ffróbablè;' 'T h u s  -for'^ibilanee, -ivbeti 

‘finds' thè ^‘èrÿ-fattíe fadtá -thlated ih  'thte

h ee h  fdt length,''dam eiy, Where
^he íbene ó í  á l f t í ¿ n á h d  wTiére 
’p h ly 'b  be referred fo ít, vis:, i í í ’ tb e  óthér 

ftwo'. So that i'Wháte'Vér either th'è RotóJítís
tOr òariagitìiahl,trànfaQ;ed‘1n Sidliy, fhoóí’d 
•l̂ bîÇly ĵfomifed .i or referred-̂ Oí'íin their 
íiíftoi  ̂ atìdlohìy'>fèlated:at' full ‘ïengehdn 
;that%f íthe'»Sicíliahsj‘aíidífó of the reft. 
-i|e will ■ lilieWife *by' ftioh {index -fifed 

* out
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out w here any fads or trarifadions have 
been differently related or reprefented by 
each o f  their writers, w h o  m uft o f  courie 
be fuppofed, and w ill upon trial be found 
t o  clafh often, for-w ant o f  frequently con
ferring;? w ith each other, or duly confult- 
in g  and exam ining, or perhaps fonie times 
o f  rightly ̂ iiderftanding the original authors 
th ey  pretend to follow .
B y  this means he w ill likewife be able to 
jdiicover m any fad s related in one. place, 
.w hich m ore properly belong to, or m ight 
be m ore conveniently transferred to an- 

-.other, and place them  fo accordingly in 
.his marginal notes. B y  that tim e he hath 
common-plaped the w hole fet o f  volumes, 
he w ill be likew ife able to difcover every 

. material otpiffion under every article, either 
from  his pw n mem ory and reading, or by 
turning to the index o f  fuch books as treat 
o f  the fanie fpbje'd, and Ije able to fupply 

every fuch d e fe d  from  them . - T h u s in 
• the articles of. nations, as Jew s, Egyptians, 

Romans,, &c.. oi: o f  cities, as J e r u l^ e ^  
.^Alexandria, R o m e, & c. i f  finds 
th in g material, w h ich  not being ih  his 

fPfBP^ohTpkce.bQQk^ rpiakes h i p  cpnclii^e

• M
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it was omitted in the work, he w ill like- 
wife eafily fupply from  thofe -authors and 
their indexes, and the fame m ay be done 
by the articles o f  names o f  ’ Jdngdoms, 
provinces, monarchs, • & c . by furnifliing 
him felf w ith the heft modern author«'rwho 
have wrote o f  them , and fupplyipg. eaclx 
w ith  every thing he finds wanting m his 
ow n common-place, book,' as w ell, as ex
change ibm e lefs material trifles that are 
in this, for more momentous ones he w ill 
find in them, all which may be done, w ith  
little trouble, and he w ill ftill referve to 
h im felf the liberty o f  the difference in con
troverted points he w ill meet w ith am ong 
thofe moderns, by having recoufe to the 
original ones; for he m uftm ake it a ftand- 
Ing rule to him felf, not to rely on the for
mer which are m ore copious than exadt> 
without confulting the latter, and where 
thofe differ among themfelves as they often 

do, to ufe all proper helps either to recon

cile thejn, or to chufe the more probable 

, f id ^ ^
'^"'cThis wouli^ have been the method I  fhould 

have taken, had I  had any fhare in the 
revifing any other but m y own particu- 

" lar
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lar parts iü thé work; thä’ J. mwft íl:iU haV(á̂  
thought it too. nyjch for any one to have/ 
revifed. the. whoJe^ and ihould have thought 
it neceflacy to. have imparted the above 
mentioned rulés to the reft, in order to have 
enabled them to have cedified every miftake, 
contraft, and jarring, between their parts» 

.F o r as I  knew that all: tjie hopes o f  the- 
proprietors, was. iñ. a fécond,, and more 
corred  edition, to reimhurfe the loftes they 
had iuftained by the. firftj I  bad their conf
ient to compofe: the index to each o f  the. 
volumes, (the; firft excepted,, which waa. 
done b y  the: fame, hand that wrote the 
R om an hiftocy,. and juftly condentncd for, 
its unneceiîàry length and verbofity) b y  
w hich  I  could, obferve as í  read alongi aníí 
m arked in the margin, o f  the leaves, every 
needlefs repetition, fuperfluity, contrariety, 
omiftion, traflfpoiition, & c . that w ould be 
necelTary to  make the next impreflion 
more compleat, efpecially when I  came to 
m ake the general one to the whqjej. and 
wats the better inabled by it, to refcin!%and . 
alter w hat I  found ^amifs or fu p erih iousin ''' 
thofe parts that cam e more immediately 
under m y care, though I  have had lince

vçeafon
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reafon to think 1 have gone too far in it, 
and out o f  complaifance to the proprietors, 
w ho complained that my- Jewifli hiftory 
was too diíFofe for^i w ork  o f  this nature, 
have been prevailed on to ifrike out in 
this fecond edition many curious things, 
which I have iince found had been very 
well' liked and approved o f  in the firil,.-' 
But without fuch refcifions it was. im pof- 
ble to bring the w hole within the cora- 
país propofed, eipecially as they were fo 
m uch neglé<íl:ed in feveral other parts o f  
the work, which would at leaft as cónve- 
niently admit o f  them, fuch as the D yn a- 
iles o f  the Egyptians, the hiftory o f  Periia 
from  the oriental writers, and many other 
fuch fabulous abfurdities. H ow ever, I  can
not accufe m yfelf o f  having fuppreí3éd any 
thing that was o f  moment in that hiftory^ 
though feveral perhaps, and to m y no fmall 
regret, which would have been- acceptable 
to the curious in that kind o f  learning. A s 
for all^he other parts within m y province, 
IJj^STe rather enlarged and improved them  
with inew proofs, obfervations and curious 
additions, as m ay be eafily found by com 
paring the two editions togetheiVi'

With
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W ith  relation to the deiiderata in bo'th 
editions, I cannot forbear taking notice that 
the ancient hiftory o f  the northern nations, 
fuch as M ofcovy, i||oland, Sweden, D en- 
rriark, N orw ay, & c . hath been altogether 
omitted except fome few  hints Chat have 
been given in that o f  the Scythians and 
Celtes, intimating only that the former 
•were originally defcended from the latter. 
It is indeed commonly believed that thefe 
remote nations have no records o f  their 
ancient times, but I had a lingular oppor
tunity o f being convinced o f the contraryj 
b y  a learned gentleman who was a pro- 
feflbr o f  hiftory, &c.. in the univerfity o f 
A b b o  in N orw ay, but came to London 
m oftly every fummer as an agent from  the 
k in g  o f  Sweden, and among other new  
books, ufed to buy feveral fetts o f  the U ni- 
verfal H iftory for that Prince, for count 
Goningfcgg, and other great perfons iilc that 

kingdom . T h is  gentleman having cx- 
prefied a defire to M r. Symons his book- 
feller, and one o f  the proprietors, o ft^ n -  
verfing w ith one o f  the authoiSi pflftira- 
larly w ith that o f  the Jew iih hiftory, w e 
foon cam e acquainted together, and upon

.my
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ftiy fcnquîrîng o f  him aiftet fuc^ records’ or 
monuments o f  thofe northern nations oh 
w hich one m ight com pile their ancient hif- 
toryj gave me filch a fatisfaâiory account, 

"as made m e perfuade M r. Sym on, and the 
other partnersj to engage him tO undertake 
it, which hei w ith fome difficulty, agreed to “̂  
do, fiotwithftanding his other avocations. * 
Î  had ' the pleafure o f  ifeeing h im 'every 
time h& canie to L o iid o n /'an d  to hear 
h o w  well h e proceeded-iif the work'} and 
accordingly, in about three years he brought 
a large and elaborate account o f  all the 
northern nations and countries, their origin, 
ancient ïettlements, hiftoty, ■ ôcè. w ith  
many curious obfervations on their geogra

phy ̂ natural hiftofy, and thé whole backed 
w ith  fuch- good authoritieis and proofs, as 
one would hardly have cxpeéted from fuch 
barren clirnes, and was recommended by' 
feverâl f if  the-m oft learned men in S w e-‘ 
den and ‘N orw ay, w ho had the perufal, 
o f even cpntributed to fom e' part or other 
o f  i t ^  -  ' .

'This'chapter? w hich , according to our ori
ginal plai^j, was to hâvé ' preceded the ir— 

-ruption d f  the Huns, G oths, Vandals, Suevi 
. “ ■ Z  and
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^he ifouthern' parts o f' Europe,' 

flfvpu)4,haye,giv6ni^a,rnju better and.clearer 
aecjojinc o f  ihefe- barbarous ^natippSi;.than 
fbftir w hich hath '‘been, ’ given .in; th.Q.;hi 
o f  ̂  tfeeir,. new  . fettlenrients ; in. .̂-Hiingary  ̂
;ità]yy:Fr;anGe,. Spain, & c . ,T h e .misfortune 
S^as^-that it proved tpo bMiky (though no- 
thiBg,.çouid - be*- faid to be fuperfluous or 
irnpertinent in it) "it, being computed to 
ampupt to [aboyçjfeyenty ibiia, iheets/ .fbc 
yvbichjthey Gotil4.ppt;find room', bur woxk 
b,çinĝ , frît€^4y fwolen yailly beyond jtsIbuUci 
fofth^t % .  iSideniysy thatii.wiis.'tbe le^rried 
authos’s; name; ;h9,d. the.; mortificatjoiij iOi 
h.^ying .that cuiipli$ partt^refhfed b.y. .‘th.e, 
proprietors,,'and; retjjrjned-upon- his bands^ 
the old ones, asi M e fs ..Syrtiod ¡'and- Batley^r 
being dead, ^nd .the  ̂reft,; > except, M ç ..Q A  
borpefin Grays-Inn, bejng.g'one .off, and the 
new ^ppes not-jlooJyngl;upon thémfelvçs' 
cônççrç.ed, in -th'e‘ .agreement.. A  hd this, I  
mention wj.th; .no (rpall .regret,: bejcaufe" it», 
w as aponiiderable.Jofs to. the léar^ d .world,; 
as well as to the author, and fuch as I*much 

fearjW ilf hardly;^be eyer redoyafed-'' ! ' ' '
In  ¿the jintefjVal between the,çpn,çlu.iîon, o f  
the hrft, ' and the refnlption^pf printing the

fee nd.
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fccond^ I  was invited into a fliire o f  the 
new Syilem p f  Geography, in which.though 
the Public ipundj'juft fault w ith  the extra
vagant length o f  that which related to 
Great Britain and Ireland, I yet found the 
authors concerned in it, fo w ell qualified 
for the work, fo commiinicative and punc
tual in their regular meetings once a fort
night, that I readily cam e into it, and found 
w ith  pleafure the w ork carried on with 
more unanimity, exaitnefs, and to the fatif- 
fadioh, o f  the proprietors, as w ell as o f  
the public. -The parts 1 did, in that w ork, 
were thofe that follow . ’ i .  Spain, Portugal 
and the iflands.belonging to them.' 2. Italy, 
Savoy, Piedmont, • and the iflands o f  Sicily, 
Sardinia,j C o rfica ,;& c. 3; M ufcovy both 
in Europe and Afia. 4 . Turky* in ,Afia. 
5. In Afia, China, Japan, Jetzo, and th e , 
iflands along thofe coafts, particularly that ; 
o f  Forrnofa^ w hich part I  chofe, that I  • 

m ight take ioccafion publickly to acknow
ledge, as ,jit'were by a third hand, the falf- 
hood and itnpofture o f  m y form er account 

'o f  that ifland. 6. In Africa, the king
doms o f  Egypt, Abyflinia, X yb ia , Barbary, 
Tripoli, Tunis, M orocco, F e z , w ith an.

Z 2 ‘ account
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account o f  the Mediterranean Sea, and the* 
famed river o f  Sanaga. 7 . T h e  Azores- 
iflands. 8 . 'tii"Am erica, the countries o f  
Brafii, Magellan, T e r t a ^ l  Fuego, Canada, 
Louifîàna, and the Bahamas and Bermudas 
iÛands. A n d  by the time I had concluded 
thefe lafty I was called upon to prepare m y 
refpedtive’ parts o f  the Universal H iftory, 
for the fécond imprejSion mentipned above.
I  have however found fufficient reafon to 
complain o f  the- w rong management o f  
this w ork in feveral refpeds, though other- 
wife carried on w ith greater exadnefs and 
unanimity than that o f  the Univerfal H if- 
tory, and I 'ihall now  take the liberty o f 
mentioning fome o f  the m oil confiderable 
ones, becaufe they have been the caufe o f 
fome-unavoidable errors and blunders, not 
only in the tw o above mentioned works, 
but in m oil others that have been publiilied 
in the feme or near the feme w ay. T h e  
firil is the authors being tied to produce 
inch a num ber o f  iheets in fo íljqrt a time 
as is alm oil incompatible w ith th e ir ^ f ir e ,  
i f  any ftich they have, o f  performing theU* 
refpedive parts w ith any exadnefs j for, 
though the publiihers feldom fail o f  ac

quainting
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qualnting the public that the work is either 
already, or pretty near finiilxed and ready 
for the prefs, fo that thereds'^'b danger o f 
its meeting with ¿hy 'delay or im pediment, 
yet that is feldom i f  ever the cafe, and 
w ith  refpedt to the works I  ani fpeaking 
of, I  found it quite the reverfe, and that 
they have frequently been fent to the'prefs, 
under the promife o f  being regularly pub- 
liihed, byfucha number o f  iheetsevery w eek 
or month, when fcarcely a fourth part o f  it 
was written. So that, to prevent the retard»- 
ing o f  the work, they have been obliged to 
call in for new helps, w hom  they have 
obliged to engage to perform their part in 
lefs than h alf the time, that it w ould have 
reafonably required j  confidering that they 
not only had it all to begin and go through 
in that ihort fpace, as was the caie in this 
new Syftem o f  Geography,, but that fome o f  
thein were likewife engaged in fome other 
w ork, between w hich and this, they w ere 
forced to  ‘divide their time and diligence, 
though either 6f them  did more than, re- 

'^ u i r e  it all j *and how  could it be poflible 
for either to be performed as it ought?

Z  3̂ Another
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Another mifmanagement from the be
ginning was, the interlarding every fourth 
or fifth number w ith a fet o f  maps w h ich  
indeed gave fome breathing time to  the 
authors, but then it confined them to re
ceive all their diredlions concerning the 
lim its,’ fituation, longitude, latitude, dif- 
tances. See. from  thofe maps, w hich being 

. fuch as the engraver rather than the au
thors had made choice of, as the m oil au
thentic in his opinion, were not always fo 
judiciouily chofen as could have been 
wiihed. T h is  made many errors remedi- 
lefs and irretrievable, becaufe the greateft 
part o f  thofe maps had been publiihed in 
fuch numbers, feveral months before the 
authors were called upon to begin the 
geography o f  thofe countries. T h is I  
often complained o f  to the proprietors 
from  the beginning, both as a great, over
fight and a bardlhip upon the authors, w ho, 
inilead o f  being allowed to direit the en
graver in the choice or com piling o f  them , 
were obliged to follow  him im plicitly, and 
often contrary- to their ow n’ opinion a n d ^  
liking, in thofe which he had thought fit ■
to pitch upon for out gnide. T h u s in the ^

*
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m ap 'o f Japan,, for inftance, the land o f ' 
Jetzo is affirmed to be the fame with C u m - . 
fchatta, though, contrary tO;,;.fa^, it not 
being fo much as part oi^it. I  m ight add 
like wife, ih at thofe maps confined us^to the. 
orthography,of places, though very often, 
erroneous, or being o f foreign extrait,, con
veyed a wrong found o f the name to an 
Engllfh ear.
But the rno.ft'confiderable mifmanagemen^ . 
was in the choteé o f  fuch printers as boré 
indeed the greateft fw ay and intereft,. and 

' w ho confequently had fuch a glut o f  • bufir 
nefs, that every thing was difpatched with- 
theutm oft hurry and precipitation, in order to.

, keep up to their time. T h is never failed 
caufing a great deal o f .confufion and in- 
correélnefs in the printing, particularly in 
the othography o f  proper names, and giv
ing the authors a great deal o f  trouble in  

■ correiiing the proofe, w hich, however, was 
b u t , too often o f no fervice, through the 

hurry, the compofitors were in, w hich  made 
.th em  overlook and often negleftthofe cor- 

^ edlipns.- TtTrequently happened likewife,.
^hat they required fuch a quick difpatch, o f  

« ¿ le  author, in correéfing the fheets, that
Z  4  they

   
  



C 3 4 + J
they had n o t. time enough. to read them  
over w ith  that carefulnefs they, would 
otherwife hay^ done ;• fo that they them-» 
felves could not avoid overlooking even 
fome material errors in the Spelling, but 
m oft chiefly in the numbers and figures.
A s  for m e, it  being m y confiant rule not 
to be engaged in tw o works at once, I  
never would let a proof go out o f  m y 
hands, without a fécond, and,.in fom e cafes, 
a third reading, but I  h ave. often found 
that I  m ight as w ell have .faved m yfelf that 
labour, fince the corredors or compolitors . 
had not time enough left to m ake the pro-*- 
per emendations, and fometimes have . 
lent the iheet to the prefs before the prooJÇ 
hath been returned.
T o  prevent this unfair dealing, as I  m ay 
juiU y call it, or at leaft to lay thé blame at 

the right door, I had taken a n;ethod 
o f  infilling upon having tw o proofs, o f  each 
iheet, fent m e from  the prefsj under pre-* 
tence o f  keeping one o f  theni by^me, to 
refer to w hen it was requifit^, but in fa<5k /  
by correding both proofs alikein  the m ar-^ ^  
gin , to be able to produce that w hich I  
kept b y  m e, againft both the çQmpolitôr, J 

' »and
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and corredor, when ever they were gûîhjr 
o f  any 'fuch negledt, But as foon as m y 
defign was found out by thémi* fome plau-  ̂
fible excufes were made, for not continu
ing to fend duplicates, and I was forced to 
give up that point, unlefs I had a m ind to 
difoblige the very m ailer printers, w h o 
were fome of the richeil, and bore thé 

• greateft fway. w ith  the proprietors, and had 
already deprived us, under the pretence o f  
dhpatch, o f  the privelege o f  reviling our 
copy, after our .firil corredlion. T h is  laft 
indeed denied us, on account o f  the 
unreafonable trouble, w h ich  one o f  the 
authors too frequently gave them , in thofe 
revifes at the firll fetting out; w ho did 
often require three or four o f  them , 
and every one loaded w ith new , and 
m olily  needlefs alterations, w hich took up 
fo m uch o f  the compofitors time that they 
werèi obliged to com plain o f  it. T h is was, 
thpugh true w ith refpeâ: to one author, 
but a poor pretence for depriving the reft 

 ̂ o f  the lib ertyo f one iingle revife, which they 
X  çhiefly--Înï^ed on,, not fo m uch to m ake 

any necelîàry alterations, as only to be 
iatisfled that none o f  their correäions were 

» over-
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overlooked. H ow ever, this point was overr 
ruled by the printers; and that material 
check being taken o ff from  the compofitors, 
the literal errors multiplied fo faff upon us, 
efpecially in the words and quotations out 
o f  the eaftern languages, that w e were 
obliged to take notice only o f  fuch as w ere 
o f  the greateft m om ent in the ta b le , o f  
errata o f  the firft edition, and to curtail as 
m any o f  thofe foreign words as w e could 
in the fécond, efpecially thofe o f  the Arabic, 
H ebrew , and Syriac kind.
T h efe  are fome o f  the principal caufes o f  
that incorredtnefs which com m only, I had 
almoft faid unavoidably, happen in thefe 
kinds o f  works, ' lèt an author be ever fo  , 
defirous and careful to avoid, them , unlç|*s. 
he hath fo great a fw ay over the printers, 
that they dare not refufe him the liberty o f  
revifing his ovi^n w ork as often as he., fees 
it needful. A nd the leaft that he can infift 
on, for his ow n credit and fatisfadlion, is a 
revifal o f  every proof after it hath been 
cor reded by him . * ^
I  did take occaiion to mention a m SH iigher 
the wrong information w hich M r. Palmer 
gave m e concerning Biihop Hare’s M etrical

Pfakerj
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Pfalter, which was, unknown to me, put Into 
M r. Bow yer’s hands to print, whilft I  was 
writing thè firft part o f  the J«wiih hiftory, 
and as there had elapfed feveral years be
tween the time, in w hich M r. Palijier was 

I applied to by D r. W aihburn, and that o f  
m y becoming in courfe to write on the fub-' 
je â : o f  the H ebrew poetry, w hich had 
confirmed me in the- opinion that the 
bifliop’s deiign was quite fet afide; I  made no 
difficulty to affirm after the generality o f  the 
learned writers on that fubjcél, that the metre 
o f  the H ebrew  Pfalms and other poetical 
pieces in the O ld  T eftam en t,, was looked 
upon as irretrievably loft, not.withftanding 

.the efforts o f  fom e, and the pretences o f  
, Others, w ho vainly imagined they had oc 

w ere in the w ay o f  recovering it. I  backed 
m y opinion with fome new  arguments 
w hich had occurred to me during m y fruit* 
lefs fearch after it, and w hich appeared to 
me' to carry no fm all force. T h is  part, 
w hich jvas contained in the ninth number 

V  Oi the firftj^^lume, was fcarcely publiihed, 
before file 'b iffio p ’s Pfalter came out. I t  
m ay be eafily imagined that m y curiofity 
would not permit nqe to be Jong without 

' 'examining
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examining that performance, w hich feemed 
to overthrow all that I  had faid.on that fub- 

and fadly was I  vexed that m y part 
\vas publiihed before I had feen this un- 
expeded piece. H ad I  dreamed o f  any 
fuch being fo near com ing out, I would ) 
doubtlefs have fupprefled mine till I  had 
thereby examined it. W h a t furprifed me 
moil,^ and made me entertain fom e higher 
notion o f  that enterprize, was the long inter
val w h ich  had pafled between, the time o f  
its being finiiheti and offered to M r. Pal
m er, and that o f  its being publiihed, w hich  
i  reckon to have, been about fix or feven 
years, and >vhich I therefore', fuppofed the, 
bifhop and his learned friend D r. W '- ■— , .  
had fpent in the revifing and poliihing it j 
but, upon ftrider enquiry, I found the 
caufe o f  that delay to have been o f  a 
different nature, and was as follows.
H is lordfhip had excepted againft M r. Pal- 
mer*s H ebrew  types, w hich were o f 
Athias’s font, and a little battered, and in- 
fifted upon his having a n ew  f^ttirom  M r. 
Cailon, w hich greatly exceeded il in beauty. 
B ut M r. Palm er was fo deep in debt 
to him , that h e I^new not w ell h ow  to

proture
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procure it from  him  w ithout ready money,. 

' which he was not able to iparev T h e  
biihop likewife infifted upon, having fom c 
Rom an and Italic types caft w ith  fome 
ciiftinguiihing mark, to direct his readers to 

(the H ebrew  letters they, were deiigned to 
'anfwer, and thefe required a new fett o f  
punches and matrices before they could be 
caft, and that would have delayed the work, 
w hich  M r. Palm er was in hafte to go 
about, that he m ight the fooner finger fom e 
o f  his lordihip’s m oney. T h is put him 
upon fuch an unfair ftratagem, which 
w hen difcovered, quite difgufted his 
lOrdlhip againft him , viz. reprefentirig 
.M r. Caflon as an idle, dilatory w ork
man, w ho w ould in all probability m ake 
them  wait feveral years for thofe few  types, 
i f  ever he finiftied them. T h at he was in
deed the only artift that could fupply him  
with thofe types, but that he hated w o rk , 
and was not to be depended upon, and 
therefore advifed his lordihlp to make 

 ̂ fliifc with i ^ e  fort w hich he could fubfti- 
lute, an^w ould anfwer the lame purpofe, 
rather than run the rilk  o f  ftaying fo long, 
and being perhaps difappointed. T h e  

’ biihop
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biiliop, however, being refolved, i f  poihble# 
to have the: deficed types, fent for Mr« , 
Bow yer, and aiked.him whether he knew a 
letter founder that could.caft him  fuch a 
fett 9ut o f  hand, who immediately recpm- 
mended M r. Cailon 5 and, being told w hat 1 
a fad and difadvantageous charadter he had f 
heard o f him j M r. Bow yer not only aifured 
his lordihip that it was a very falfe and un
juft one, and engaged to get the above- 
mentioned types caft by him^ and a new 
font o f  his H ebrew  ones, lin, as ih o rt; 
a time as the thing could poftibly be 
done. M r. Cailon was accordingly fent* for 
by his lordihip, and having made him  
fenfible o f  th e  time the new ones w o u ld , 
require to be made’ready for ufe, did pro
duce them  according to his promife, and 
the: book was foon after put tO’ the prefsj 
and this it was that had fo long retarded its 
publication. ‘
I  was not long w uhout it, and muft o w n , 
that his preface, in which his lordihip con
futed, with uncommon learningand keenefs, ^ 
all the fyftems that, hitherto a p ^ r e d  in i ' 
public, raifed m y expedation to a high de
gree;. For i f  the metre o f  the facred book

■ ccnild
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could but i)e fuppofed to come up to the 
'^ loftinefs and. dignity o f ’ the thoughts and 

.expreffioos,. (and w ho could ever have 
doubted o f  it, that'ConfidCffs how  much 
greater gehius the latter requires than »the 

Ifornier?) it m iift I thought have greatly ex- 
Velled that o f  H om er and Virgil. But 
how  great was m y furprife, when upon 
reading .on I found that his lordil-iip had 
reduced it to a poor low ,craw linghum drum , 
bitony. o f  tfochaics and iambics, or vice 

.as the Reader pleafed, and into, which 
he might.;with.eafe!, and with .much lefs 
than h a lf the yariauqns, maiming ani;! dif- 
tortiqn  ̂o f  the text, have  ̂reduced any. com 
mon profe  ̂put . o f  any jlanguage! H o w  
m uch, more ilill to, find .in almpft .every 
line,, words, and fqmetimes .whole vcrfes 
mutilated,-rftretched out or lopped off, 
trarifpdfed jOr '.exchanged ad libitum,̂  in> 
order tcf-bring .them , tp bis ill contrived 
ftandard! T o  hear a learned, prelate/with all 
the feeming gravity imaginable, affirm that 

^the i^ei)Tew poetry, (w hich by the w ay 
.was arrive! t̂'6 fu c h , prodigious - heights,, 

with refpedl: to.i t̂he grandeur, an.d loftinefs 
p f its figure? and imagery, even fo. early as 

. M ofcs’s
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Í ío -̂s ŝ tím e) was evin  fo lo w  as in David*J  ̂
tim e, fo crude* im perfeét and vague, as ^ 
tiot to have fo m uch as a determinate dif
ference between:, long and ihort iyllables, 
cfpecially confiifering to w hat a heighth o f  
perfedion that monarch had improved thd̂ i 
art o f  m uficj and, w hat is ftill more fur 
priiing than all the reft, to fee his lordihipj 
in confequence o f  this his low  conceit o f  the 
H ebrew  poetry, take fuch pains to marr, 

deface, and deftroy fome o^ the m oft fur- 
prifing, lofty and complicated figures and 
allufions in that facred book^ and fuch as 
far excel all that is to be m et w ith in the 
G reek  and Latiri poet¿. But for thefe I
m iift refer the reader to what I have ob-•
ferved o f  the H ebrew  poetry, and on 
that abfurd performance, in the Uhiverfal 

H iftory (fee vol. iv . o f  folio edition p . 7 10  
&  feq* and notes, and in the o d avo  one, 
vol. X. p. 202 é? feq. and note (E ). T h e  

occafion o f  m y being obliged to make thofe 
animadverfiqns on it, was as follows.
I  was fo ih ocked at the fc^edom w h ích y 
that prelate took to depreciad, m u ti-" ‘ 
late and vilify fo fublime a fet o f  the 
ñobleft and m oft divine poems, that I

thbught
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I thought m yfelf obliged to write againft 
^ i m ,  and to expofe, as they deferved, a ll 

p is  unfair criticifms on it, all his forced 
emendations, and, above alii.' the abfurdity 

his new-difcovered metre j but witHal,

Sn fuch a refpedlful manner, as was due to  
I perfon o f  his charafter. A nd in order 

to that, retired for three m on th s' into 
Surry and H am piliire, where I  had an op
portunity to confult, upon proper occaiions, 
fome o f m y friends, w h o  were no llran- 
gers to that kind o f  learning. I found 
the talk the lefs difficult, as 1 prefently fell 
in among fome o f them, w ho not only 
condemned his performance,, but had raifed 
already fonie very material objedlions 
againft it, w hich they readily communi
cated to me as foon as they were apprifed , 
o f  m y defign. One o f  them among the 
reft had (by way o f  expofing his lord- 
Hiip’s contemptible metre) reduced the 

Engliih Lord’s Prayer, Creed, T en  Com 
mandments, and the Deum, into the 
fame cra^ ling, meafure j whilft I, who 
wholly confined m yfelf to the H ebrew , 
had already' done the fame by the firft 
chapter o f  Oenefis, and the laft chapter o f  

" A  a M ala-
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M alachi, 'both which I bad likewlie > 
turned into the fame dull verfe, without 
h a lf thè deviations from  the text, w hichf 
his lordihip ha4 been forced to make in sily 

every Pfalm. Some o f  bis very? 
pretended emendations proved fuch, that  ̂
the frequency p f them diredled me t<j 
the diTcovery o f  a more elegant metre than 
he had ever dreamed o f, and which con
vinced me, as they have fince many more 
Hebraifts, that there was in  the metre o f  
the Pfalms, not only a real and fettled 
diftinftion between the long and the 
fhort fyllables, but that tw o o f  the latter 
w ere equivalent, in the conftituting, o f  a 

, foot or verfe, to one o f  the former j fo 
that they had at lead three different kinds 
o f  feet, viz. long monofyllables, bifyl- 
lables, confiding o f  tw o long, and trifylla- 
bles, confiding o f  tw o ijfiort and one long, 
or vice verfa j but whiçh in the metre an- 
fwered to a fpondee, or tw o  long fyllables.
O f  this I  gave fo m ahy indances, as 
made me think, contrary ^to ÿÆat I had 
done till then, that the Hebr«ew metre was 
not fo irrecoverably lod  as I, had imagined, 
find that a little more application than I
^ ^ • had-,
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had time then, or have had iince to beilow  
^pon it, might go near to recover moft, i f  
id ta ll, the various, kinds'of it. 
lowever, as foon^as I had ip ifhed what I, 
id  fome o f  m y friends as w ell a s * I ,  

ihought a fuflicient confutation o f the 
liihop’s performance, and in the fame, tho* 

not fo florid and elegant a Latin, I  lent to 
deiire one o f  m y bookfellers to enquire o f  
M r. Bowyer, whether the new types, cafl: 
for his Idrdihip, were d ill in  his pof- 
feilion ? and whether I  m ight be permitted 
the ufe o f  them, in the anfwef I had pre-* 
pared for the prefs ? I  was anfwered in the 
afiirmative j but one bookfeller took it 
into his head to aik at the fame time, w hat 
number o f  copies his lordihip had caufcd 
to be printed o f his Pfalter? and was an-* 
fwered only five hundred; one h a lf o f  which 
had ‘ been pre^nted by his Lordihip to 
his learned, friends, both in and out of 
England, and m oil o f  the reft were ftill 
unfold, there being but few  among the 

. learned, t!iat wgrc^curious in fuch matters; 
the performance' having been difapproved 
by all that ha^lXeen it. T his new s fo cooled 
(be bookfellers eagernefs after m y anfweC, 

-> , - A  a 2 that.

   
  



( 35^ )

upon m y com ing to.tow n, and their 
acquaii^ing m e w ith  the ftate o f  the c a fe ,|
I  was quite difcouraged from  printing it .I  
F or they concluded from what Mr. Bo ..yerf 
ha3 laid, that it w6uld be dangerous to prinfl 
above three hundred o f  m ine, the ch arga  
of. .w hich being deduiled, the profit/ 
upon a fuppoiition that they were all fold, 
w ould be fo fm all, that they could not af
ford m e above tw o or three guineas for m y 
copy (w hich  would have made about feven 
or eight iheets o f  a middling odlavo) w ith
out being lofers. T h is  was their w ay o f  
com puting the matter, againil-which hav
ing nothing to objedt, I  locked up the pa
pers in m y cabinet, w here tl^ey have lain 
ever fin ce.' T h e y  did indeed offer me better 
terms, and to print a greater num ber o f  
copies, i f  I  would be at the trouble o f  print- , 
ing it in E ngliih , w hich they thought would 
be m ore univerfally read, out o f  diilike to 
the bifhop j but, befides that I  cared not 
to be at the pains o f  Englifhing it, I  thought 

it below  the fubjedt to print it m y others 
language, but that in w hich his was wrote, ^  
and fo w holly declined it.

't. with the curate i>f the
•pariili,
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p a riíh * , w ho, upon m y coming froin  
H am píhiré, told m e the following ftory,  ̂
|which I give on his authority, for I  
p evcr enquired farther into it— T h a t his 
pedtor, the reverend D r. N ichols, acquaent- 
fed the .biihop, that he had a gentleman in 
fchis pariih, w h o defigned ihortly to publiih a 
confutation o f  his H ebrew  metre. T h e  biihop 
aiked whether he was equal to the taik? and 
was anfwered, that he waá thought fo by all 
that knew  him , and that he was the perlón 
w ho had wrote the Jew iih  hiftory, wherein 
he had given a greater charadter o f  the H e
brew  poetry than- his lordihip leemed to 
do in his book, and that he was one o f  thé 
perfons concerned in the writing o f  the 
Univerfal EÍiftory.The biihop then aiked his 
name, and being told that he called him felf 
Pfalmanazar, expreiïèd hitiifelf with fom e 
warmth to the company, that there was 
-never a Jew  o f  them all that underftood 

any.^ihing,Qji H e b rew , m uch lefs o f  the 
facred poetry j and being told that I was no 
Jew , bîk in all appearance an honed: and 
ilridt churchman, w ho would doubtlefs 
‘ufe his \|6rdihip w ith the reipedl due to 

Luke’s, Old-ftreet.
his

St.
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his charadlerj he appeared a little better ia-*- 
tisiiedjiand willing to fufpend his judgm ent, 
till he faw what I  had to fay againft him . 
A n d  here I  cannot forbear m aking an ob- - 
fervBtion^ or tw o, on his lordihip’s fpeech,i 
taking the ilory for true, which I  am th e , 
mor^. inclined to believe to be fo, becaufel 
he was: always know n to have a iingulan 
contem pt o f  the Jews, fo far as related to 
their knowledge o f  the H ebrew  tongue. 
T h e  one is, that his mean opinion o f  them 
m u ll be ow ing to his fmall acquaintance 
w ith  them j otherwife he m ight have found 
an London feveral o f  them very learned in 
that tongue, (befides a m uch greater num
ber abroad, efpecially am ong the northern 
ones) and w'ho, bating their different 
interpretations o f  thofe main prophecies 
w hich  relate to the M effiah, could have 
diiplayed to him  a m uch greater and 

deeper ikill in that facred tongue, than he 
appears to have had, by any thing one can 
find in his book. T h e  other is, hov̂  ̂ his 
lordfhip came to take S a lm a n ^ r  for a  
Jew ifh, inftead o f  an AiTyriah pamej for as 
the monarch fo called, was one o f  thofe 
monarcjis w ho carried, aw ay .part o f  Ifraei

captives
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captives into A flyria; a Jew  would as (bon 

^ c a ll  a fon o f  his Beelzebub, as Salmanazar, 
lor Nabuchadnezzar.
bdow ever, the abovemcntioned’ ilory, as 
w e ll as the expedtation w hich m y frieftds 
ßn H am pihire, Surry, and London, were 
In, to fee m y anfwer to him , gave
fmall regret, left m y not publiihing it 
fliould be interpreted in favour o f  his per
formance, or as m y yielding the point to 
him , as not being able to- confute him* 
A n d  could I  have afforded it, I would have 
run the hazard o£- printing it at my own 
charge; for I was above doing it by fub- 
fcription, it being fo fmall a thing as a 
pamphlet o f^ at. m oft eight oélavo ilieetsj 
and m uch more loth was I , all the above
things confidered,; to let a work feemingly 
calculated to depreciate the excellence o f  
the facred poetry o f the Old Teftam ent, to 

~go uftcenfured; efpecially as I  had fo many 
ftrong objedlions ready levelled againft it. 
A t  length a thought came into my mind, 

i  was*\hen jjreparing new materials for 
' the fécond part o f  the Jewiili hiftory, to 

refume that fubjed  there. A nd this I  
thought, I was. fo m uch better inticled to 

• V  do.
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do, i f  it were but in defence o f  what I  
bad faid in the firil part in .praiie o f  the i 
PI brew poetry, and w hich was, in m o ill  
caft.3* quite oppoiite to the ch arad er,! 
4 dfjch 1. lorddiip gave o f  it in his booka 

T h e  .colieding, and compleating o f  thej 
canon o f  the facred books by E zra, and! 
other infpired writers, and their appointing 
o f  the proper leffons, pfalms, & c . 'for the 
divine w orlhip, gave m e a fair opportunity 
for it, w h ich  I was the more ready to take^ 
as I  knew  that it Would be read by many 
m ore people in fuch a w ork as that, than 
in a Latin pamphlet, and would o f  courfe 
m ore effedually expofe the abfurdity o f  his 
pretended new -found metre, well as the 
im feem ly freedom he hath given h im felf 
in altering and nautilating the facred text 
for the fake o f it. I  therefore refolved to 
take notice, in juftice to his lordihip, o f  all 
ju ft, laudable, and ufeful difcoveiries he had 

• made on that fubjed in the text, and to 
throw the main part o f  m y objedions 
againft the reft o f  his book,in a/ong note, 
in the moft fuccin d  and impartial manner I 
could, in hopes that the fetting both forth, 
as it were, in one view , m ight probably

•■ .̂xcite

i
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excite fem e w ho had more learning and 
Icifure thani, to follow  the hints there given, 

jas the m oil likely means for compleating 
Ahe deiired difeovery, to which his lordihip 
Mad in a great meafure opened the Way, 
though he had fo unhappily mifearried in 
^he end. T h e  difficulty was how  to icon-

- * tradì m y materials fo as not to over-fwell 
that part o f  the work, as it m uil have done 
if  I had brought every thing into it, w hich I  

'had wrote on thatfubjedl, and this obliged 
ime to ilrike o ff near two, thirds o f them , 
and to confine m yfelf to the m oil material 
points, fuch as would m oil effedlually an- 
fwer the tw o main ends I had in view; 
viz. the exploding the biihop’s new  
metre, and giving the curious reader, that 
would go about it, a clue to find out the 
original one o f  the facred books ; for as to 
what I defigned to have faid in praife o f the 
H ebrew  poetry, had the fubjedl been printed 
feparately, it was the lefs necei^ry here, as 
I  had already expatiated fo m uch upon it 
in the volume. Somq o f the pro- 
prietors and ^authors were* indeed again il 
m y defign, not only as it would fwell the 
chapter beyond its length, but likewife as

' ' B  b the
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the fubjedt in queilion appeared to tliem* 
foreign to the reft o f  its contents j büÇ 
I had the pleafure not only to carry my 
point againft them> but likew ife to have 
th» performance commended by fevera^. 
learned men as w elt'- as by all my 
friends j infom uch that upon m y confult-' 
ing.;Xeveral o f  them, whether I  m ight 
not in the fécond or odlavo edition (in 
w hich w e were obliged to contraä: our 
materials, in order to reduce the whole 
within the propofed limits) either w holly 
omit or content m y le lf  with, a ihort men
tion o f  what I had done more at large in 
the folio j they advifed me by np^means to 
curtail the main, fubjedt, thougifi I might, 
they thought, era2e here and there an ex
planatory or critical note,, which I readily 
complied .with.
Soon after I had concluded m y laft part o f  
the Ancient H iftory, the proprietors and 
authors had fome meetings together to , 
confult upon the going on with the Mör
dern, and feveral plans -Were ^ p o fe d  by 
different peribns o f  learning^and, capacity. ■- 
The misfortune was, that this part likewife 
was to be confined within the compafs o f

.tw enty
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tvvenity ,volumes., ,o f the fapne bulk with 
the Ancient, and thefe gentlemen differed 
fo  much in the proportion they allowed to 

j each.refpedlive country or kingdom, 1 that 
W e  could fee butJixtlej likelihood o f  mak '̂' 
^ing. any tolerable' computation, either o f  , 

what the whole m ight rearohably aî iit̂ unt 
to, or o f what number o f  iheets might be 

. properly allowed to each hiftory^ As for 
m e, the more I confidered the great ex+ 
tent o f the w ork, and the number o f  em 
pires and kingdoms w hich bad not fo 
m uch as been touched upon in the Ancient 
part, fuch as T u rkey, India, the great 
M ogul, Tartary, China, Japan, See. the 

1 greatefl: part o f  Africa, and the whole trail 
o f  Am erica, to fay nothing o f  Ruflia and 
feveral other.northern countries in Europe; 
the more l  was perfuaded o f  the impof- 
iibility o f  reducing the w hole within fo 
fmall a number o f  volumes, unlefs it was 
done rather by w ay o f  epitome, than o f  
compleat, though ever fo fuccinil, a hif- 
tory. E '|t though this appeared ftill more 
vifible by the fmall number o f iheets which 
thefe plans, bow ever different, allotted to 
moft parts o f  the w ork, and mu ft have

received
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received by alm oft every reader, at the 
firft view , yet the proprietors w ho had 
their particular reafons for fixing upon that 
number o f  volumes, would by no means . 
consent to have it exceeded. This h ov/^  
ever, occafioned fome demur, during which^ 
fo m e p f the b e il judges in this kingdomi 
and out o f  it, were confulted, as well as 
about the propereft m ethod o f  beginn'« 
and purfuing this modern part.

F I N I S .
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