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l, Ynsuo KOHARA, aftir having been duly sworn to spenk
truth ccnsciﬁ‘n:1113]', ﬁﬁujfmgzuﬁthlqp and conce~ling nothing
riintsocver, testified nt the Sugaro Prison, Tokyo, Japan on
14 Novcnber 1946, as follcirs:
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'y narie 1s Yasuo YOHARA.

'y hoiie nddress is: #0651
As~kuchi-Fsun, Okryaria=-ken. AT ]
Sugai'o Prison =s 2 suspected 'ar crininn

1 jC-if'iu d the Inrerial npanese Navy 1in
outbreak of the Freititic WAl held the ranl
Officer ~nd vas s ‘cned ~t t] |

prom
nssligncd
The NITTA
ﬁbc.fu SOOI 1 Hericn ri . ff W . c _
nt the tirc W ke Island surrendered tc Jopanesc nilitary forces
in Dcecenber 1941 Freco ¥l Island th fPPPA IARU went to
Yckohar.a, Jopan. ~nd put ~shcre soiic ourteen Aierican Prisoners
of War, Fror Yokeohnama the NITTA VARU salled to Shanghail, Culn”,
arriving thcre 2bc 22 Jonuory 194- All the Priscners of
PLL“jﬁiﬂﬁ on thce NITTA TARU vC put -"h‘rg »t that tine. Thi
the NITTA !"ARU went to Kur Jenan, ~nd I went ashore and tock
up iy rcgul-r duties ~t the Fure Nnvel Trnining Staticn,
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The followine pcrscns vel in thce Prisconcrs cf
Detachrient on board the N1ITTA MARU in Janu-~ry 194:.:
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NITTA *ARU h~d
with ~bcut
n bcard,
NITTA 1'ARU,
ne . . € : h a8 ~n cxccution
txacutiﬁﬁ 3 \ierican | ers of War ~bo,rd the
' I hoad re~d this oraer over, L,“ ptanin SAITO tcld re
vwag crdering e to ki ~ne of these American Prisoners
I was nstonished th | 1u1ld order such o~ thinz, ~nd
fl“tly raofuscd to e~rry out his crder. "hen I refused,
anptain SAITO Told re tTh since I wrs the senior "GOCHO" cf the
gusard 1 hed tc c'r“y' ) his crder. I rcfused agrin. But
Captain SAlfl xplained to ne that he was t‘-"i\.f:"u” e n direct
rder ~nd to usc 'y Jopnnesc Cﬂ'“rd. I vvos confuseds. I cdicdn't
now wh~t to say. However, I reascn:d to nyshLi that the order
fror. my Cormanding Officcr, C- pt“lﬂ SAITO, wns alsc an crder I1ron
the Enperor of Janan. I must cbey it. I alsc re~lized th~t 1if
I I f'uz.;.t order I vould be the cne whe would be exccuted.,
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Thircfcrc, I could do ncthing but carry ocut the crder of Captaln
FJiTO to exceutc by ny ovn hand an American Prisoner of Wnr,

After receivine this order I returncd tc ny cabin ns I wns feeling
1ll.

Sonctire later, soreone came te ny cabin, ealled ne, ~nd
tcld me th~t the exccuticn vas rerdy to take place, I left ny
enbin ~nd went up on deck. When I reached the quarterdeck, 1
sn five Aneric~i Priscners of Wsr lined up c¢n the port-side
perticn of the deck., ilany of the Priscncr of ™ar Gunrds and
the erew cof the NITTA HARU were standing arcund the Anerican
Prisoners of "ar r~nd cn the decks above the deck on hich the
Priscncrs of War were stonding., I ncticed that it was lnte
afterncon. Very scon Captnin SAITO got up on 2 snall platforn
near the Ameriean Priscncrs of War and started to rend the
cxeeution order. I emannct rericmber exactly how the cxccutlon
créder vent, but it scunded something like this,

(*irst the nanes of the five Arrerican
Prisoners of War to be executed were
rcend Cff)r

. Then Captain SAITO read:

» "3ince ycu hrnve comnnitted -- a crine,
it 111 dc no goecd tc the world to let
you people live. I hope you will find

happiness in the next world. When ycu
arc¢ born agnin, I hcpe you will beccne
pecnce-lcving citizens,™

After rendine this execution crder, Captain SAITO left his
platforn ~nd procceeded to hrnve the executions carried out.
Captain SAITC orderced Warrant Officer YOSHII'URA to c~rry out
the first cxceuticn,

e

hands were tied behind his back. He was made to kneel dommn C

sriall straw rat on the deek, "Warrant Officer YOSHINURA stcpped
’11: by the Arerican Priscner of 'Inr, raiscd his swvord, and
‘truc}: the Arerican Priscner of War heavily across the side of

’he neck. The hend was not severcd. Thercfore, ¥arrant Officer
YOSHIMURA struck the Americnn Priscner of Viar again with hils
sword., I cannot rerember where this seecnd blov landed, but 1
do know thnt the hend still 'as not scvered frou the beady, ~nd
the Anerican Priscner of Wor did nct dle immcdintely.

The first Anerican Priscner of War was blindfolded ~nd hils
N

~

o

Next, Capt~in SAITO ordered P.0O. 3/¢ Tckuichi TAKA URA toO
oxecute nn Arericon Prisconer of War. P.0O. /¢ TAKAITURA stcppcd
up to the second Anerican Prisoncr of “T~r whc wnas knceling cn
tne deel. I vns so sick from the sight of the cxceuticn of the
first Arcric~n Priscner cf War thot I clcsed ny cyesS. When 1
cpencd ny ecyes, P.0. 3/c TAKANURA wes standing, svrerd lotrercd,
over the spravlcd cut, hcadlcess body of the Arcrican Priscncr
cf Wor.

Ncxt, Cnptoin SAITO c~llcd cut, "Senior 'GOCHO'M. 1
answered, "Yesi". I wns sc~rcd ~nd shnking, I stepped cut
tc where the third Anmerican Prisonerci 'War wns keecling on the dede,
I roised my sword to strikc the americorn Prisoner cof 'ar.
However, becing unnble tc bring nysclf to dcliver the sword
strcke, I lowercd ny swvord. 1 opcned my eyes, and 1 sawv the
red hoir ~bove the blindfeld ¢f this American Priscner cf War,
3ince Capt~in SAITO vms standing richt beside me and since he
had ordercd me tc dc this duty, I rnised ny swrerd and attempted
tc strive. Agnin, I cculd nct strike., 1 lovered my swerd.
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ITY OF TOrYO

'd tC ne néd understcod the tr”wglwtlcn cf the forcecing

}tifﬂ ¢l ny testincony and 2ll statenents containcd thercin,
- '1| . Fa ) o 4 ' b :

1r . thrce (3) peges, arc true tc the best of ny

gC nd bedlicf,

1, Y2suc KOHARA, bcing duly swcrn con o~th, stote thot I
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I, Robert IHASHIIA, Civilien crpretoer
Japan, belng duly swern cn cath, : ﬁf“t |
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