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VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of
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-r-l"";. iT

RESTRICTED
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REPORT No, | A ~ 95"
those listed in 1l only).

(a)

TYPE OWN A/C

(b)
SQUADRON

(c)

CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C
TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE

(d)

(e)
EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,

(Give Bureau serial number of planes ¢ estroyed}

WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor,
self-sealing tanks, equipment hit)

\ PBM=-§ |VPB27 | Enemy heavy AA z;-indll Bﬁ'ﬂ! * “ scelarneous minor

2 _F Tlﬁ hglen angldam;e

3 ' | con rOI ca 8.
!Ip‘mdr ﬁmm

; . % i toport allerems, |

¢ PBl=5 |VPB27 | NMedium AA 40 M, hit bow and Electrical equipment

7 explodedj another | forward out; 2 fiak ho

8 in bilges, ma jor damge

9 to port W:t

VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) () (d) e
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITIOI\(I i)R STATUS
1 Flak tregted-baik__njgty
1 .. Flak treated=bs
s % Mlak
{ " _
VIII. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
A/C OuT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
PBN-5 | 500 | 500 | 10 | 2,400 | 1,500 2,200 3
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over x
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm .l I
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13 2mm X

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,

at various altitudes

TURNS
DIVES

CEILINGS
RANGE

- PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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Indiecates probable position eof
bonb drops.

ge, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach’ Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Analies of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
4 ", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
¥ " oo Enemy
Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach

Dive

Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Fvasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMERNTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous

Recogn tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
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REPORT No. 2-45

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

XII. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comm

Conf
following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if hecessary:) %4 ldentiai

Scarch planeg of Fleet Alr Wing OIE early the morning of
27 Aprit 1945 spotted a heavily escorted Jap convoy of fat

freighters and ellers slipping up the China coast to sneak
across the Yellow Sea into Korea's protective coves and inlets,

. Three PBHe5's of VPB«27 and three from VPB«203 were ordered

alerted for a special strike mission since at this phase of
the Okinawa operation lariners were the orly olanes available
that ecould pack a 2,000 pound bomb Yoad that far and return,

At 1800 the six alreraft toock off from Kerama Retto with &
4-500 pound GP*s nestled in the bomb bays of each plane,
Trackers had been snooping along the convoy course throughout
the day and were ready to home in the planesof the speclal
strike mission, As the agttack group heared the interception
point, the weather was good -- too gocds In fact, A bril’lant
full moon sparkled across the ses witiout a eloud in the sky.
Fxcept for haze 1t was like daylight. The planes approached
in echelons of three, the first trio in jeft echielon, the
second in right echelon, . Both groups were in a 1oose formation

andhit was decided to sweep over the ¢onvoy on a cross moon
pat @

The first echelon of planes (from VPB«~208) delrivered the
initial attack, going in low and fast. The VPE=27 “ariners
followed about three minutes later «— 2 time 1gs they were

to regret as it gave the convoy ample opportunity to bring
guns to bear on the second group of planes., As VPB-208 swept

. aeross the ships AA fire 71ighted the sky but the heavy bursts

appeared to be exploding well above the attacking planes,

Lieutenant ¥alter J, MeCGuire, execuilve officer of VPB=27, was
the first plane of his squadron to attack, U$ing 46 inches
and 2600 RPM, lLientenant MNeGuire was indicating 190 knots as
he came across the first ship of the sereening escorts., With
an eye on a fat tanker (believed to have been a Sugar Able)
Lleutenant deGuire slipped around in front of the first escort
vessel and to the stern of anotheyr egeort ¢ get a begi=to=
quarter run aeross his target. IHe was boring dowm on his
target with eve ything set for an ideai drop when a11 of a
sudden bedlam broke loose in the plane, the controls f1ipped
crazily and the port wing dropped., Lieutenant lMeGuire pressed
the pickle and turn all his attention to fighting the
bucking plane. Pulling up and away he discovered a Se=inch

- shel) had torn completely through his plane from starboard to

port, entering just below the flight engineer's position,
pass:{ng through the door leading down from the f1ight deck
severing controls to the left alleron and tearing on out tﬁe
port side. Miraculously the she1l falled to explode. Iieuten=
ant lcGuire regained control of the plane and heard his deck
and tall gunners report that the first three bombs appeared to
fall short but that the forth locked 1ike a direct hit on the
fantall of the ship, as sioke, water and debris flew high in
the air. Al) gunners strafed during the attack.
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XII., TACTICAL AND OPERATIORAL DATA, Conf
ernu:. Eglies was second acress and

fast toward his target, which was to the left center of
renge elosed the shipSpuured up e heavy barrage of all s

aterboard and grateiully motieed the AA fire was tursting to his port side,
Approaching closer he found his original Sarget apveared to be s destroyer

80 he dodged around i%, ignored fire from amother eseort, and headed for the
dark hulk of a tenker or freighter which lay mearly dead ahead., Ho defensive
fire was coming from the ship so Lieutenant Egiles swung slightly to starboard
and started a shallow dive for his target. Bombs were dreopped from about

150 feet at 185 kmots but before the resulis sould be seen there was a blin@ting
flash in the pilots compartment es the plame took a 40 mm, hit in the bow.
Sheapnel from the explosive shell tore the electrical system forward to shreds,
put some 40 flak holes in the forward comparitment, destroyed the antomatic pilot,
kmocked out the airspeed imdieator, and im remeral played havoe with the plane,
Anctier shell slammed into the port wing six feet outbourd of the engine nacelle,
earving a three foot hole between the flap and the trailing edpre. Other flak
holes appeared in the bomb bay and added ventilation was gdven the forward bun'
room. Iieutement Eglies and his crew members were toc busy getting awny %o

dejermine the damare to their target. From ell accounts, bowever, it should
have been a hit. "™

Licutenant (jg) Otho L, Edwards, last men across the tarscet, had the worst
luck, Jie came in just far emough behind the others to motice that ships weve
concentrating on the attacking plenes instead of him., But once the lead Dianes
were over the farget, "all Hell broke loose on me Just as I was heading for e
fat and well filled ememy freighter", Edwards rsported., With the target dead
ahead and only seconds to go until the release point, lieutemsnt (Jg) Edwards's
plane suddenly was flung violemtly upward, He pressed the bomb release s then
started fighting the controle with the co-pilet lendins a hend in the struggle,
The radio altimeter was out and as the plame waddled along like a lame duck, the
pressure altimeter read mimms 140 feet, From his fast approach rum at 190
knots the plane fell off to an imdicated air speed of 80 to £5 ¥mots, Full
power was used u$ %o no svaill, The plane vibrated sc much that it wes slmost
imposaible to comtrol. Them came the erowming blow. His AOH called over IGS
t report the bombs had failed to release., Quiekly Lieutenant (Jg) Edwards
Even that didmn't help mich and the plane still
atrugegled along barely holding flying speed and only a few feet off the water,
#alst guns were tossed overboard. 50 was the galley and everything clse that

oould be flung ougy a hatch, Finally the pleme struggled wp 0 100 knots and
) ' %e By using full power om the starboard enginme and reduced
power plant, things became a bit more normel. But the
to bace was an ordeal, When the Mariner was once again

mount end destroyed the htomb release
would close on the trip home., Damare to the




& .

C@i‘if e ental

A summary of the might's activity showsd that the squadron's planes
severely damaged one good sized Jap tanker and possibly hit or damaged another,
In addition some 2200 rounds of ,50 ealiber had becn scatiered over the Jap
infested decks of merchant ships and war vessels. However VPBe27 wound up with
one FEll that was ready to strike and salwage locally and two others that regquired
extensive repairs before they were ready for serviece again.

 Om the human side of the ledger, however, the score was 100 per eent in our
fevor, We had three cesualties, mone of whon needed any more than first aid
treatment for relatively minor flak scratches,
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XI1l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

—

ARMAMENT
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS
" Radio, Radar
Homing  Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor; Paints and Angles

of Fire Needing Further
Protection
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight |
Power Plant :

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Confrcﬁ}i Surfaces

""‘ ntrol Q\rf‘pm
,'p FI PS

lqr ng Gear

““amr’, System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines ,
Engine Accessories
Propeliers
Lubricating System
Star T*wrS

Exhat D’E“:r'z‘:[’;-—?‘?’.‘:’

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plani
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
r e
Personnel Facilities
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The assigned mission mas carried out aceording to tactics prescribed
but hindsight makes it appemr as if the Mariners might have packed a

more offective punch if they had carried torpedoes,

in this instance the convoy was bunched close together for added

proteetion, FPllots geemed %o feel the PBH presamts too big a

a target

for a low level attack againet adequately escorted ensmy shipping,
Use of torpedoes would have emabled the strike group to drop frowm

& reasonably safe distance without having ¥o fly directly across the

ships and their escorts in the bright moonlight, A darker night,

or ¢loud cover, in all probebdlity would have subjected the attacking
force to leas defensive firepower,

All planes strafed extemsively in the approach runs gfter the ships
opened up on them and a total of 2,200 rounds were fired by the three

VPB=27 PBM's,

All pous operated perfectly and the only maliunction

of equirment was the failure of Lieutenant (jg) Edward's bomb
release system which of eourse is directly attributable to battle
damage sustained before he tried to drop,

1A (foge) W, T. Batley, 488"
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