HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BO:BING SURVEY ANNEX B
(PACIFIO). o
- APO 254
C/0 POSTASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATIOL 10, 91 ' PLACIE: - Tokyo
DATE: 19 Oct, 1945

Division of Origin: 0Oil & Chemicals

Sub ject: PFunctions of The Chemical Industry Control Assoc. in
Ministerial Control - Acids, Organics and Explosives

Personiiel interroguted and background of each:

Mr., OShHIMNA, Shun - virector Group III, Chemical Industry Control Assoc.
lir. ODA, Ken-ichi - lianager Acids Dept., CICA

r. KITOUKAWA, L.itsugu - lianager Organics Dept., CICA

mr. KOLATSU, natsumitsu - Manager nxplosives Dept., CICa

Where interviewed: Llitsuitoshi Dept. Store, CICA offices

Interrogators: Comdr. G.G. Lamb, USIIR - Lt. Comdr. W.H. ]

o
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vans, USLR

La

Interpreter: Lir. Paji

Allied Officers Present: None

Sunmmary .

(1) Brief of the personal background of each Japanese official

(2) Private industry in the explosivds field organized a COoOop-
erative assoclation to allocute raw materials as well as
sales for the industry,.

(3) Ilinistry of Commerce & Industry assumed control of private
industry in explosives in Dec. 1945 when it was placed
under the Dept. of Explosives, Chemical Industry Control
KB880C . '

(4) Controls and allocutions of rzw materials for explosives
manufacture handled by a three-cornered groubd representing
Army, liavy and lwunitions i.inistry. The latter represented
private industry throught the CICA,

(5) Summary of factors leacing to military collipse - |

(a) Explosives beceme critical in about lisy 1945 when
the pinch in raw matcerizls we s experienced because
of the bombing out of plints producing basic chemicals.

(b) Failure. of Industry and Lillitary to muintainladoquute

"« leison., Lot . Lt |

(c) Effective planning wus. impossible on account of. the
absence of suituble -records. |

(d) Failure of the responsible military officicls in
charge of planning to take into account the capab-
1lities and limitetions of the Chemical Industry.

(e) The unfavor:sble relationship between Japan'ts war
eccononly and her agricultural makeup. Fertilizer
versus explosives.




The Chemical Industry Control association is @ governnient
controiled zgency for the allocation of raw materials and cont-
rol of product outlets for civiliun use as well us military.
The diegramatic chart below shows the relationship of the so-

called Group III and the three Depurtments - acids, Organics,
4nd mxplosives - which operate under it.

g

-**—-—-—-—*#*

l‘-——* - -

CHLMIC:L INDUSTRY COLTROL ASSOCIATION
Fresident: iir. Ishikawa

. " = 8 =
iy
L] L]
- r ¥ L

b R e I R R e S . O PR el A

GHOUP LLL
l\;I‘ # OShillla

| ACIDS —] ORGAINICS i IXFLOSIVES |
l! Mre. Oda | | ir. Kitsukawa i Lir. Komatsu

|
H { J
——— .—-—-_'_w_ *—_—-—-[-ﬁ R o ———

The four officials were interrogated simultaneously for exped-
lency since it was considered- that the inter-relationship of
the Departments operating under the Group would better -lend
itself to this treatment. ' | q ° '

MR. OSHEIIA - Mr. Oshima graduated in Applied Chemistry from
the.M1L1tary“A£ademy of daperisl University - in- 1910, He
specialized in explosives and Leld several military positions
in the JIa connected with munitions during his wilitary career.
In 1lvdo he was assigned the duty of production rianager of the
Army Central Ordnance Depot, Jujo, Tokyo which he held’ until’
March 1937 when he was designated Chiefl of Tiie Second Section
of The Scientific Research Laboratory which was noninally :
divided into two separate divisions, nemely, Physics:Research
and Chemical reaéérch; - The latter division was' oL E ced in the
develomient of gaa ana BXPIODIVGQ nd Lir,  Oshima became 1ts
head in 19%9. His last assign .ent berore retirement in 1944
with the rank of Lt. General was with the Central Explosives
Office. This comrand controlled the manutacture and: dlutrlbu~
%101 ©of dll Armv eY“lOSIVeS throughout Japan.

MR, ODA - lir. Oda graduated as an Industrial Chemical Engineer
from Kotyo Imperial University in 1923.  Having specialized in
fertilizers, he obtained a position in the Japan artificial |
Fertilizer Co. and worked in the research laboratory until
1926 when he was sent to the: Uwo.A. to negotiate contracts

for the purchase of patents for chemical processes to |
permit tneinanufakture of a wider variety of phosphate
products.: In 1928 he proceeded to Ktaly and 'became engagced

in further negotiations, this time process' patents for .the
fixation of nitrogen by the Fuber method vere secured. In
1937 he becanie a director of the Nissan Aa&aka‘K05yo Kzishya
(Nissan Chemical Industrial Co. ) Where he remained until 1942
when he went with the CICA in the capacity of Vice Head under
Mi. Ishikawa, the president, in the pldnnlng group. In 1944,
he becume'Mdnager of the hClUS Dept. - '

MR. KITSUKANA - Mr. itsukawa gi‘aduated‘ from the Kobe High
Commercial school in 1915 and went with the Japan Nitrogen
Fertilized Co. (Nisson Chisso Hiryo ilishya) as sales Director
where he remained until 1942 when the CICA was formed, and he
entered the employ of this association in the capacity of
Manager of the Inorgznics Dept.
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MR. KOLATSU - Mr. Komatsu gradhated from the Lleiji Phamaceu-
tical School in 1920 and was emnployed by the Military Research
Laboratory (now The Chemical Regearch Laboratory). This organ-
ization was engaged 1n the testing of Army explosives. In 1925
he became head of The Prefectural Office of the government in
Rules and Regulations for mxplosives, but after one year enter-
ed the employ of the Asano Cement. Co., specializing in the
Manufacture of Ammonium Perchlorate. from 1929 to 194l he was
engaged by the Asano Carlit Co. The sorea Asano.Carlit Co.
‘utilized his name and made him a director, .but he was not
actively engaged in the management. Extreme ccompetition in
this field led to the fomiation of a Sales Cooperative Organization
of which he was the managing director. In i.ay 1342

this Co-op took over control of production as well as sales

and also controlled the procurenient of raw materials. 1t was

a completely civilian or private enturprise anc its only conn-
ection with the ;overnnient was in the aliocation of raw mater-
igls. This was contralled by the liinistry of Commerce and
Industry, but its (the Ii. of C. and I.) jurisdiction was limited
to those materials which were considered critical. Until Dec-
ember 1943, powder snd explosives were not controlled 1n this
manner by allocatioji of raw materials. Mr. lomatsu becane-:
Manuger of the bxplosives Department of tue CIC.. in liay 194505.
Until this date, private manufacture was not controlled, but

as matters of allocation became critical after the CICA incor-
porated the fiecld of explosives in its jurisdiction, the mil-
itary assumed direct control over production and made arrangc-
ments directly with industry by trading cormitments of raw
materials for coertain exclusive arrangements with respect to
production and distribution. The nitrate industry was monop-
olized in this fashion. }Yinally, arrangements were made
whereby the threc interested zgenciss - private enterprise,
govermment and the military - were all represented 1in negot-
iations for raw material allocetion. Conferences were held in
a panel of the llunitions iiinistry. This was terried the All-
ocations Conference. The individuals best qualified te explain
the ramifications of this organization are lir. T. Qhata and

IMry Imanishi of the Inorganic Section of the Ministry of Comm-
erce and Industry. (See Fig. 1., next page.)

Mr. Kitsukawa listed the three tetra ethyl lead plants' in

Japan, only one of which escaped war damage. These are:

1. Nippon Soda Co, - liihougi Factory - i{ishimoto Bldg. - Nagano
Prefecture. |

2. Hodogsaya Chemical Industrial Co. - Kdriyana Factory -
Fushushima. N

5. hltsui Chemical Co. -~ PFukuoka Prefecture - Cmuta'C{ty -
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CBIECT OF THE INTERROGATION
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The object of the interrogation wad to determine the functions
of the Chemilcal In&ustry'COHtrol.ASSOCiatiOn (CICA) in the three
fields: (1) Acids (2) Organics (3) Zxplosives; to develop information
2" to the effects of such controls on the Japanese war economy and to
ascertain possible leads and refereunces that might prove useful 1n
future interrogations. -« tentatlive l1ist of strategic chemical products
was presented to.the group director with the request that certain data
iy the form of records be prepared. lio deadline was set for this

tiiis report. A list of the products and data requested follows:

1. Ammonia, anhydrous and liguor 1l. Acetone

9, Ntrie Acid 12, Methanol

5 Sulfuric Acid, concentrated and fuming

4, Salt {NaCl) | 13, Bthylene Glycol

Be - S0da Ash B 14, Toluene

5. "Caustic Soda o 15, Napthalene

7. “Bhlering” | - " U0 .' 16, Glycerine

8. Calcium'Carbide =~ =~~~ 17. Cellulose g |

9, ‘‘Calcium Cyananide ' 18. Explosives. (major items only)
30, Butyl Alcohol - o S TS 19, Synthetic Rubber .

Statisticéﬁto b@jprepéred aré:'

1. A couplete list of all the plants producin: these products
together with the nanes of the plants, locations and names of the
top officials. “ |

92, The capacities of these planﬁs expreSSed as'the;pércéntage of the
total industry. | |

3. Froductiolu figuqu for fﬁe products by major plants, the number of
the plants being 11 :ited 'to 10% ‘

FIG. 1.

Figure 1. shows diagramatically ‘the field of allocations of raw
materigls, plant processing and distribution of finished products
unéer the control of the CICa in the field of explosives. CICA
representatives stated that they nad no records involving transactions
above the dotted line since these were controlled by the directly by
the Army and Navy. Their records are complete, however on mavters
below the dotted line. o itk
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