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The Meaning of “The Meaning of Meaning.”
by

. A. Richards, Fellow of Magdelene College, Cambridge.

When I was an undergraduate at Cambridge T listened for several years te
the Lectures of two celebrated philosophers,  They spoke at the same hour ip
the same building, one on the ground floor, the other just above him or the
sceond floor,  Each spent much of his time discussing the views of the other.  Dr
A, on the ground floor, would say several times an hour, “I cannot imagine what

?

Professor B means by saying....”” and just as often Professor B would say, 1 do
not pretend to be able to grasp Dr, A’s seaning.” The only point upon which
they ever seemed to agree was that the other ““could not possibly meen what he
said."”’

After some years of this, it began to dawn upon me that there must be
something radically wrong with their use of language if two very able and acute
and distinguished men behaved so strangelv, At the same time T noticed that
neither of them ever spent any time discussing meaning itself; and a little nquiry
showrd that other philosophers did not behave very differently in this regard,
although the word ‘meaning’ was as constantly in the months,

A very astute English woman, Lady Welby, who had been Lady in Waiting
to Queen Victoria, used to urge our philosophers, psychologists and linguists to
look into this matter.  She had been struck by the frequency with which serious
discussions turncd into disputes about words., This convinced her that language
often betrayed and misled men who thought deepiy, and that a new science, the
science, of *SIGNIFICS’ or of ‘SYTBOLISM' was badly necded. But few of these
upon whom she urged this opinion ever understood ‘what she meant.” Among the
few was Mr, C. K. Ogden, than a young classical scholar of great brilliance and

promise at Magdalene College, Cambridge. The war, however, prevented him from
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doing muclt work upon the subject although his position as Editor of the famous
English war-time weckly paper, The Cambridge Magazine gave him an unrivalled
opportunity to study the uses and abuses of works in propaganda and politics,

In 1918 Mr, Ogden and I began a discussion of Meaning which went on for
more than a year almost continuously, His extraordinary range of learning and
wide knowledge of contemporary European thought upon an unusual variety of
subjects, coupled with his rooted mistrust of accepted opinions were great
advantages. My intercst was rather that of the psychologist and literary critic,
These different approaches c‘nabled us to cover the subject in a way which a
single mind could hardly have done. Further, we soon grew able to collaborate
with an unusual degree of case and enjoyment. Practical experience in colla-
boration is very desireable for those who wish to work at this subject, since the
study of meaning is really the study of the instruments by which men understand
on: another, and nothing tests understanding so much as collaboration in original
and constructive work, In addition, this study of meaning is apt to be dishear
tening and two workers can morce easily remain cheerful than one,

As we explored the history of the subject we discovered that very many
great authoritics in ‘the past has deplored the absence of a science of meaning.
_John Locke, one of the three great English Philosophers, wrote a whole volume
on the matter, the Third Book of his great Essay. This Third Book was devoted
‘to the difficulties which the usce of words occasions in discussion and in the study
-of difficult and abstract matters. This, he said, ‘‘cost me more pains to express
than all the rest of my Essay,” Yet Locke’s Third Book is never rcad and is
nsually unknown even to professional students of English Philosophy.

We soon learnt not to be surprised by this negleci. Great cconomists,
-sociologists, political theorists, logicians, moralists, aestheticians and experts in
.all the abstract sciences can easily be found agreeing in the prefaces to their
works that words are in fact the very Devil, and that all these sciences are

‘being endlessly delayed by the ambiguities and shifting meanings of words,
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But everyone who has yet attempted to discover exactly what is wrong with
langnage as an instrument for abstract discussion, or who'has tried to improve
matters, has been treated in the past as a crank, if not as a fool, for his
pains. A deep-lying, very strong, resistance is offered by most minds to the
suggestion that we do not know what we mean. Such a view seems to take away
the foundations of our existince and, since a close study of meaning nsually
shows that we are far less clear in our meaning than we suppose, this distaste for
investigation is casily cxplained,

The physical science are the great oxception to this universal cerbalesm, as
‘this discasc—the use of words without sufficient scrntiny of meanings—may be
called. Tlhese sciences are free from it because ultimately everything said by
physics rests upon something that is done in a laboratory. Physics, though the
fact is often hidden by its mathematical complexitics, deals in the end with things
that can he touched, secen and handled. The misleading influences of words and
symbols do not come into physics except, it may be remarked, at thosc obscure
confines of the subject where we do not vet know whether the latest utterances
of Einstein, or Schroedinger are physics or mathematics.

By contrast, all the studies which rest, not upen physics but upon psychology,
and these include cthics, wethetics, sociology, political theory, cconomics—in fact
all the subjects which are of human interesi—are hampered and somctimes
nearly paralyscd by verbalism. Psychology itself, though full of new life and
ready to advance, suffers disastrously from its uncontrolled and misleading
vocabularics.

To take one example—the word ‘meaning’ itself is an important term in
psychology. A large part of the task which we set ourselves consisted in a
description and classification of the different senses (or meanings) of the word
-meaning.” We found, of course, that it has several meanings, but we were
hardly prepared for the degree to which in current discussions these meanings

were confused. We found it necessary to distinguish no less than 16 different



senses of ‘meaning,’ in order to charifv the types of linguistic misunderstandings
we cncountered.

Tne picture of eternal human misunderstanding thus opened out scems at
first sight depressing, But a very encouraging fact soom appeared,  In order
to check our results ar regards the word ‘Meaning” we also examined, in the
sanie fashion, other words which are famous, and should be imfamous, in con-
troversy, among them the word ‘Beauty”. Although the question *‘What is Mean-
ing?’ never has been much discussed, the question ‘What is Brauty?' has been
the occasion for endless dispute.  We found, of course, that 'Beauty” has many
senses and also that these senses run parallel to those of the word “Meaning’ in
an interesting and suggestive manner.

The result of the two investigations was the beginning of a new techntque
of study which we hope to develop in the never future, A student who has made
himself familiar with the senses of the words *Meaning’ and ‘Brauty’ at once
finds himsolf in a very advantageous position if he turns to the study of “Wealtly
«Truth’, ‘Good’, *Value’, ‘Progress’, ‘Life” or any other of the great waichwords
of the social sciences.  He will know already some of the ways in whicl these
instruments of discussion are likely to mislead him unless eritically handled.

But works besides being instruments of intellectual discussion are alzo po-
werful agents for swaying our feeling and influencing our attitudes to life. How
powerful they can be is shown by Poetry, which in our modern civilization is
becoming not less but more important in life.  This branch of this subject called
for a separate study which T undertook, Mr, Ogden meanwhile continucd with
the problem of fictions (logical, legal and others)—a problem eriginally radsed by
Bentham-—and with tiie considerations pertaining to international and ausiliary
languages. The result iias becn his very remarkable project, Basic English,
May own attempt to apply whatever light we seemed to gain from our joint
reflections on meaning incidentally brought out a fresh mass of evidence to show

that words are not to be trusted, Even very well-educated readers, it appears,. -



The Meaning “The Meaning of Meaning.” —&

r

only occasionally apprehend the various meanings of words in poetry with saffici-
ent accuracy to make critical discussion desircable, A result, this, which only
our natural social prejudice, in favour of exaggerating the degree to which we
normally understand one anotiier, would make us doubt,

1t appears then that history as well as general literature must join the list of
subjects urgently requirtng a closer study of the modes of meanings than has
hitherto been thought necessary.  More obviously, all comparative treatments
of literature require it—cespeciaily when translsation is in question, No onv who
has made any speeial study of ambiguity can regard translations with anything
but suspicion, even in the case of cognate languages; and where Janguages so
different as Chinese and lLinglish are concerned, the arguments in favour of a
direct comparative study of their resources by the light of modern logical and
psychological analysis seem very clear and pressing.  Such a comparative survey
-of Chinese and English would certainly assist the theory of meaning, it would
probably make important contributions to psychology and it would help to
reduce the great dangers of inaccurate or onc-sided translation. No one who
-considers, for example, the endless trouble that has been caused in the past by
hasty and crude translations of the pivotal terms of Greek thought into Western
languages will underrate these dangers, . A crude translation of an important
word produces a strain of bastard thinking which generations of scholars are
-sometimes not able to overcome,

This comparative survey would need the close collaboration of at least three
students—a Chinese scholar with a tast for cxploring impartially the subtleties
of Chinese thought and especially the systematic ambiguities of Chinese philo-
soplhy; a translator with as free and plastic control of the resources of the two
languages as possible, with a taste for definitions, and a cultivated distrust of
accepted equivalences, thirdly, a student of Meaning whose busincss it would be
to analyse, generalise and classify the linguistic situations which be observed

arising in the course of the discussion, It is not likely that these various acqui-
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rements aptitudes, and tates will ever be combined in one mind.  Yet to explore
the real problems that contact between Chinese and Western thought will raise
1n the fatare they are ali needed.  The only possible plan is organised collabora-

tion,

This project must not be confused with such underiakings as dictionary
making or the compiling of a Thesaurus, It stands to them much as algebra
stands to arithmetic. It would endeavour to reach o higher degree of generality;
the theory of meanings is the attempt 1o geaeralise on the practice of definitions
and of drawing distinctions, The lexicographer is concerned with the practical
ta~k of nothing distinctions of meaning. When he has listed the various meanings
of a word faithfully as he can, he passes on to another word, It is not his
business to reflect upon the relations of these various meaning, or to compare
various words in respect of the patterns which their several groups of associated
meanings present.  He has too much work in hand to attend to these matters;
he must leave them to students with a different kind of interest in meanings,.
and cquipment,  The relation between them may be compared with that of the
man of business to the economist, the cngincer to physicist, or the physician to
the physiologist or bio-chemist.  The parallel will perhaps bear pressing.,

More assistance from logico-psychological theory might bring to the linguist
as great an increase of power as science has brought and is bringing to medicine,
And at this moment the linguist is particularly in uced of assistance. The two
greatest systems of thought in the world are at last coming into close contact,
To mediate between them they have only words, which every reficetive person
accustomed to discussion will recognise to be delicate and untrustworthy instru-
ments, The only way to make them more reliable and to overcome their trea-
cheries™is through an improved and more critical discipline, making us more
aware of the principles by which they work and better able to control their
ambiguities and confusions. This is the case for a comparative theoretical
survey of Chinese and English, and, in the practical sense, the ‘meaning® of the

stucy of meaning.
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Moliére’s Tartuffe.

by
Robert Winter

During the reign of Louis XIV a controversy over the theater arose, in which
all of the most illustrious writers! of the time took part, with Moliére at their head.
The question under discussion was: Is the theater moral or not? Can it or can it
not improve society? Should it be suppressed? a question which dates from Plato,
Ari-totle, Ovid, Seneca, Pliny, Tacitus, Valerius Maximus, Plutarch, and Cicero.
The church had always taken a stand against the theater in these discussions:
Turtullian, Minucius Felix, Jerome, Basil, Cyprian, Lactantius, Ambrose, Augu-
stine, Cyril and others had condemned the theater and this attitude had been con-
tinued by Francois de Sales, Vincent de Paul, Ollier (the founder of St. Sulpice),
and by the St. Sacrement. Ollier’s lieutenant, Du Ferrier, writes that he is astoni-
shed that priests confess comedians, gypsies, and such dogs and swine. The Ritual
of the Bichopric of Paris contained this significant statement: “'All the faithful
may be admitted to holy communion except those who for some iust reasen are
forbidden to receive it; and we must exclude those who are obviously unworthy,
such as those who are excommunicated, interdicted, and manifestly infamous: to
wit, women of bad reputation, concubinaries, comedians, usurers, magicians,
sorcerers, blasphemers, and other like sinnecrs, unless they are faithful and have
done penance for their sins,” etc. Nicole, in his Traité de la Comédie,* attacks even
Corneille, whom we now consider to be the repository of the noblest sentiments
of duty. Pascal expressed the same point of view:t <All great diversions are
dangerous for the Christian life; but of all those that the world has invented, there

is none more to be feared than comedy,”

Corneille, Racine, Pascal, Nicole, Bossuet, Fénelon, Boileau, La Bruyére, Bourdaloue,
Massillon, Fléchier, etc,

Printed in 1641,

7658,

FPensées, Art. XVI, LXIIL.
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Molicre became the enemy of these people after the Feole des Femmes. His
respect for nature and for the irresistable power of love were attacked even after
his death, for the Cur¢ of St. Eustache refuscd him burial while granting it at the
same time to Scaramouche. But of all his plays none aroused such a storm of

protest as 7uriuffe, which became the most important document in the great quarrel

over the theater which took place towards the middle of the seventeenth century.!

Why did Moli¢re strike such a blow at this time? It is generally admitted
that the piay is so bold that it could not have been given at any other time in the
history of I'rance. Voltaire? has described this unique moment in detail; the king
of Spain had just been obliged to yield the supremacy to Louis XIV; Cardinal
Chigi was at this time at the court to offer the pope’s excuses for an offense done
to the French ambassador; Dunkerque had been added to France by a glorious
bargain; what better time could have been chosen to celebrate the glory of the Roi
Soleil by the most magnificent festivitics that have ever been conceived, The
celebrations were held at Versailles and lasted for a week, They combined the
most brilliant conceptions of chivalry from the OQrlonde Furiose, the Amadis, and
the Astrée with the most beautiful myths of antiquity, and to that combination
were added three plays® by Moliére which gave the finest expression to the cultiva-
tion of the time, crowned by what is perkaps the boldest work of French classical
literature, More than six hundred persons arrived at Versailles on the fitth of
May, besides a small army of artisans and other people necessary for the comedies.
The weather was perfect, At the first dinner Mlle, de la Valli¢re sat the sixth
from Madame at a crescent shaped table laid in a garden lighted by thousands of
torches held by gorgecusly costumed masks. On the second day the Princesse
d’ Elide was given, which celebrated? the king's love for Mlle. de La Valligre, whose

1. A Lefranc: Lectures on Tnartuffe at the College de France. Revue des Cours et Con-

férences, Vol. XV, 1gob.7,
. Sidcle de Louis XTIV,

La P'rincesse d'Elide, Les Facheuz, Le Mariage Forer,
Act, T, sc. 1, lines I5-32,

™
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first child liad been born five months before, Both the Pringesse d’Elide and the
Mariage Foret were suggested to Moliére by Rabelais! and in general the festivities
followed Renaissance traditicns. On Saturday a tourney was held, on Sunday the
Facheur was given, on Monday s lottery was held and on Monday evening the first
three acts of Tartuffe, but, as the official account of the festivities states, 'the king,
whase extreme delicacy in matters of religion was shocked at the idea that some
might mistake the false devotion pairted in the play for the true, although he did
not question the author’s good intentions, forbade its public presentation, and
deprived himself of the pleasure of sceing it played in order to prevent those in-

capable of making as careful a distinction as he from misunderstanding.’”?

M, Lefranc’s comment on the festivities is as follows: “Tartuffe marks the
apogee of paganism under Louis XIV and is a natural continuation of festivities...,
I should like to impress upon you their anti-christian, or at least their profoundly
pagan character. In fact they are above 2ll theatrical and symbolical representations
given in honor of women, or rather of women in general. We might call
them the apotheosis of the feminine sex. But that ineans radical opposition to the

tendencies and ideas of the rigorists! Is it surprising that the latter became

Moliére’s bitter enemies? **?

How are we to account for Louis XIV’s tolerance in regard to the play? We
have no reason to suppose that he appreciated Moli¢re’s genius to the full. Louis
Racine has related an anecdote in his Mémoires which we may accept as probable,
since it does not add to his father’s glory. Hesays: *The king, having asked
one day (of Boileau) who was the rarest of the great writers who had honored
France during his reign, he (Boileau) named Moligre, ‘I did not think so’, replied
the king; ‘but you understand these matters better than 1. The explanation lies
rather in the fact that the king and Moliére had the same enemies. But just who

Books I and 1V,

Gazette, May 17, 1604,

In 1663 M. and Mme, de Navaiiles had locked the doors leading to the apartments of the
ladies of honer, an action for which they were later exiled from the courf. '
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were Involved in the attack? The literature on the subject is enormous and

includes at least six distinct hypotheses, each of which has becn defended by critics

of some distinction.?

1. Hypocrisy (that is, Molidre was making a distinction between

true and false devotion)................ Voltaire, Augier.
2, Jangenists........ i i e Anatole France
3. Jesuits .. ...l Sainte-Beuve, Coquelin,
4. Tlaminés . ... .. ... .. . i i, Michelet
5. Saint-Sacrement.......................... Allier, Rigale
6. All religion

........................ Brunetiére, Rgmy de
Gourmont, Abel Lefranc, Lanson,

Lemaitre, Lavisse, Mesnard.

Some of the critics of the last group have gualified their statements in some
‘way, but they may be fairly grouped under this head. Louis XIV evidently
thought that one religion was enough, and he had no intention of allowing even
that one to interfere with his private lifc. Moliére felt the same way in regard to
the censors of the theater, but being more of a conscious philosopher than the king,
he must have scen that he was taking a stand in the age-long battle between the
liberty of nature and the morality of constraint, and that his play was in reality an
anti-christian pamphlet in its implication. Bossuet realiscd that a great enemy to
the church had appeared in the person of Moliére and he wrote? Posterity will
perhaps cee the end of this comic poet, who, while playing his Malade Imaginaire
or his Médecin par Force, received the last attack of the malady of which he died a
few hours afterwards, and passed from the pleasantries of the theater, among
which he took almost his last breath, to the court of Him who has said: ‘Woe to
ye who laugh, for ye shall weep’.” Fénelon cannot pardon Moliere for having
made “‘vice graceful and virtue odious,” and the sentimental Rousscau calls the

theater of Moliére a ‘*school of vice”,

I, For a good summary of the question see Oscar Hihnel, Die Tendenz von Mol ere’s
Tartuffe in der franzdsischen Kritik. Dissertation, Mannheim, 1911,
2. Maximes sur la Comddie,
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Moliére’s “philosophy” has perhaps been best defined by Ferdinand
brunetiere! and Gustav Lanson: confidence in “‘nature’” {in the sense that Rabelais
used the word), that is. ;rise nature, reason, common sense, as opposed to devia-
tions, anomalies, social and moral exaggerations, Moliére had the lucidity of
mind which implies a certain amount of religious, moral and political indifference,
The wonder is that in the circumstances he was able to achieve the detachment
which he displays, which is o essential to comedy, It would have been so easy to
rail. We have some reason to suppose that Molicre was acquainted with the
philosophy of Gassendi through his friendship with Chapelle at whose houre the
philosopher stopped when at Paris, and we have anecdotes to the ¢tfect that he
sometimes discussed this philosophy as well as that of Descartes, It is probable alo
that he was acquainted with Cyrane de Bergerac, who was first a follower of Gassendi
and later attempted a vulgarisation of Descartes in the [ragment de Physique., We
are also told that Moliére translated Lucretius and that his widow was refused
publication of the translation because it did not conform to Christian principles.
Moliére's ideas seem to be in line with Gassendl’s Syntagina philesophicun, pars tertia
quae est ethieq, which is divided into three books, De felicitate, De virtutibus and
De libertate, and in which the four cardinal virtues are defined: 1. Prudence, the
art of life, 11. Courage, the spirit that neither does nor suffers wrong and enables
us to endureevils, T1I. Temperance, (to be taken in the Greek sence), and 1V,
Justice, which is divided into four heads: 1, Love of benefactors, 2, If you have
time and opportunity, there is no harm in doiﬁg good even to others, provided it
entails no loss to yourself,? 3, Love of life, 4, Love of Society, all of which Moliére
follows. Gassendi also points out that if we desire finality we labor in vain, The
greatest lesson of the past is that we are doomed to be superseded. Nevertheless
it is a duty and a joy to attain a knowledge of the world in which we live. Rémy

1, Etudes Critiques, I1Ve Série, p. 179.

2. “‘ut quisque se amet, plusquam celeros, seu ut sibi bene quam alteri malit.”
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de Gourmont! thinks that it is from Theophile and Cyrano, rather than from the
equivocal Gassendi, that Moliére got his philosophy, and quotes Theophile’s

‘*J’approuve qu'un chacun suive en tout la nature.”

As for Descartes, we may say thathe, like Gassendi, starts from experience and
like him is empirical, Descartes, however, begins with a prejudice for rationalism
(cogito ergo sum) as compared with Gassendi, who works with pure experience,
Moli¢re must have been familiar with Epicurus’ doctrine of moderation through
his translation of Lucretius, and from the latter had learned that the fear of
the gods is the source of a good many of our difficulties. We cannot be
certain how conscious Moliére was of these ideas, but the extraordinary uhity of his
work seems to indicate that he realized in some fashion that of the two criteria
experience or observation on the one hand and belief on the other he chose the
former; that an emphasis on belief *put nature under foot™? ; that restraints curbed
the flesh only as 'a group of rocks curbs a river in its course, by obtaining falls,
cascades, whirlpools, and a great deal of scum”; and that a “sense of humor keen
enough to show a man his own absurdities as well as those of other people, will keep
him from the commission of all sins, or nearly all, save those that are worth com-
mitting.””* With his great power of observation he must have cbserved that some
of our most cherished institutions are only the legitimate channel for abnormal
passions, and that *‘as the law 'courts often serve to legitimize revenge and the
institution of marriage legitimizes lust, so the church isa channel for cant and
hypocrisy.”

Moliére wishes then to defend the theater against those who had attacked it,
‘Some of these people were bypocrites and some merely victims of the idea that
human nature can be forced to conferm to an ideal of Christian asceticism,
Hypocrisy implies credulity. He is obliged then to use a double-edged sword

which will strike at once the two enemies, cach of whom is equally offensive, The

¥, Tssay on Théophile.
2, Emerson, Nature,
3,4, Samuel Butler, Notehooks.
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comedy lies in what Jules de Gaultier calls Bovarysme, that capacity which every
human being has for seeing himself other than he is, when under the empire of some
enthusiasm, adm'ration, interest, or vital necessity. In the case of the dupe,
Orgon, this assumption of a different character is ¢xplained by his inte.rt:s_t in his
own salvation, and the quality of character is determined by his admiration for a
man who, he thinks, possesses the secret of the other world. He pursues this idea
to the point of fanaticism; is even prepared to sacrifice his whole family to it, and
he might easily have become the instrument of tragedy, from which dénouement
Le 1s saved only by a deus e machina. But in spite of the seriousness of the
situation, Orgon is an essentially comic character who descends at times even to
farce, as we shall note later., Dorine’s position in the family and the attitude of
the whole family towards Orgon scems to indicate that he has not always been in

the state in which we first see him, but that his hardheartedness dates from his

acquaintance with Tartuffe.

The nature of the man on whom Orgon is modelling his life is somewhat more
complicated, Moliére here goes a step further. Tartuffe through motives of
interest—perhaps vital necessity!-—consciously assumes a character the notion of
which already exists in the mind of the dupe Orgon, and by this method of applied
psychology counts on making the dupe identify his person with the ideas which his
attitude evokes. Here the explanation lies in a love of ease on the part of Tartuffe
which does not necessarily imply hypocrisy, but occurring as it does in an essential-
ly vulgar natnre which disdains no instruments in the accomplishment of an end,
allows hypocrisy to become the very texture of his being. Moliére is careful to
show that hypocrisy is not in itsclf a vice, but rather a necessary instrument to be
used with precaution and onlv when the situation requires it. The sympathetic
characters in the play meet Tartuffe with bis own weapon. Elmire and the exempt
use 1f to expose Tartuffe, and Dorine in the first scene with Mariane uses the same
tactics as those used by Tartuffe when he defends Damis in order to protect himself

and incite ()rgon to greater ire. Brunetiere has said of certain statements of
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Moliere in the prefaces “He lied.” Yes, Moliére was forced to adopt the enemy’s

weapons and to fight the devil with fire,

The qualities then that will be first emphasized in Tartuffe are his gluttony
and his'love of ease, while his sensuality is rather a logical outcome of his mode of
living. He hides his love of ease under a Jansenist severity and uses to safisfy his
sensuality a Jesuitical casuistry, (But here we are treading on that dangerous
ground which crumbled under the feet of so eminent a critic as Sainte-Beuve.
Just as casuistry among the Jesuits was the natural result of their attempt to
square their theological premise with a certain moral scepticism, so in the case of
Tartuffe it is the logical outcome of his attempt to square his assumed character of
piety with the sitnation in which he found himsclf, and he did not nced to go to the
Jesuits to learn this. It is true, however, that the rules which Tartuffe laid down
for Orgon are the very ones! which Pascal applicd in his own family, and that the
forms of casuistry which he uses 5nd which be bas taught Orgon to use had already

been practised by the Jesuits and satirised by Pascal in the Provinciales.

Jules Lemaitre has, it seems to me, been excessively logical in separating the
character of Tartuffe into two distinct elements——that of the vulgar and physically
repulsive beadle and the elegant adventurer of the scenes with Elmire. Yet there
isa difficulty here and I believe it to have arisen in a change from the original
conception of the character made necessary by Moli¢re’s determination to give the
play in public. In the original three act form Tartuffe was understood to be a priest,

even if the propricties did not permit him to wear the complete costume of one. In

1. Cf Mne. Périer’s lifeof her brother in which she says: “ft lorsqueéil arrivoit que
quelqu’un admirait 1a bonté de quelque viande en sa présence, il ne le pouvoit soufirir;
il appeloit cela etre sensuel. .. .. .5i je disais quelquefois que j'avois vu une belle femme,
il se fachoit, et me disoit qu’il ne falloit jamais tenir ce discours devant des laquais ni
des jeunes gens, parceque je ne savois pas quelles pensées j& pourrois exciter par 13 en
eux. ..., .+ -+ .Lorsqu'il regut cette nouvelle (the death of his sister) il ne dit rien, sinon:
'Dien nous fasse la grace d'aussi bien mourir’.......... et il disoit sans cesse: 'Bien-
heureux ceux gqui meurent, pourvu qu’ils meurent au Seigneur!” Clest ainsi qu'il faiseit
voir qu’il n’avoit nulle attache pour ceux qu'il aimoit,” Cf. Tarfuffe Act, [, sc. 5,11,
15-21, and Act 1IT, sc. 2,
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1660 he appeared as a man of the weorld, The comedy of the scenes with Elmire
depends on the contrast between the vain and vulgar imposter and the elegant and
scornful woman. If he was understood to be a priest, the presence of so vulgar a
person in the house of Orgon could be explained on the basis of his authority, but
as soon as Tartuffe became a man of the world, it was necessary to give him certain
qualities of grace and elegance that would compensate for this lost authority, The
gssential quality of the man remains however the same, although Le uses on differ-
ent occasions the jargons that he has picked up from various sects that he has
encountered, The character holds together amazingly well but is at the same time
sufticiently complex to have allowed the audiences of the last two hundred and

fifty years to expand it to include all forms of hypocrisy,

From the consideration of these two characters it is evident that Moliere was
concernell not simply with hypocrisy, but that his satire has a twofold object,
hypocrisy and credulity, the one implying the other, and we might say that he
wiclds a two edged sword which strikes in quick succession the two enemies, each
of whom is ¢qually dangerous to society. We are not to suppose that Moliere, in
spite of his statement in the preface, is interested in making a finc distinction
between true and false devotion. Of the characters who typify his ideas, the
hypocrite is the more offensive, but the fanatic is the more ridiculous, and Moliére

himself took the part of the latter in the performances of the play.

As a corrective to these two “‘dévots” (irue or false}), we have a group of
" charming people in whom (with the exception of Damis and Mariane, whose lack
of measure can be explained by their youth) ¢ hon sens rules, Cléante, Elmire,
and Dorine represent those people who pin their faith to experience and observation
rather than to belief. The reaction of this group to the absurdities of Tartuffe and
Orgon is frequently humorous even in the mest serious situations; as that in which
Elmire takes Orgon humorously to task for remaining so long under the table when
she is sufiering from a most unpleasant situation. Tartuffe and Orgon have no

sense of humor. In fact, this first bourgeois drama in French literature is so
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serious that Moli¢re had to use the whole bag of conventional devices to keep it in
the realm of comedy. A step further and he would have created the bourgeois
tragedy. There are some devices, however, that Moliere scorns to use. He presents
his characters by means of action and dialogue, using soliloquy and aside only
occasionally for comic effect. In this he is very modern. Even Tartuffe never
drops his mask to the audience, who know him in spite of himszelf, as one might
know a bypocrite in real life.

Before taking up certain details of technique, I might say that although the
superficial form of the play is very carefully worked out, its greatness does not
depend so much on this surface quality as on a much decper one that has been
called “a flux and reflux of document”. It is onthe basis of a drama of character
rather than as a comedy of intrigue that it must stand. However the author
punctiliously observes the three unities. His experience with the Eeole des Femmes
had made him more careful about the rules.

The first thing that Moliére had to do was to set his story in motion. The
exposition bhad to be long. Orgon had to be made plausible befere Tartufte could
be made possible, When the curtain goes up the interest of the audience is inst-
antly secured by a character which though traditional is in this case highly specializ-
ed; the managing mother-in-law.1  If there were nothing else in this scene, Mme.
Pernelle and Elmire would interest us, but one after another a housefull of interest-
ing, clever people come into the dialogue, which is pregnant with the seeds of the
coming struggle. Before the scene has progressed far we know the essential fact
that Tartuffe, the character that we came to hear about and to see, is in the opin-
ion of one party a hypocrite, in the eyes of the other party, a good man (homme de
bien). Many of the oldest traditions of comedy are here used but with a difference
that shows Moliére’s mastery of characterization by dialogue. Mme. Pernelle’s
violence as a censor of manners strikes a comic note at the outsct, gives the subject

of the play, and serves to make Orgon’s bigotry more plausible. In the rapid

T, The audience was alrealy familiar with the name as wellas the type throagh Sorel's
Polyandre,
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dialogue that follows the character of Tartuffe is brought out by such striking

contrasts as these:
Mme. Pernelle

C’est un homme de bien,

Immediately answered by Damis’

un cagot de critique
Dorine

Car i1l contrgle tout, ce critique zelé!
Mme. Pernelle
Et tout ce qu'il contréle—est fort bien contrglél
and so the antiphonal chant goes on until it is crystailized for the audience by
Dorine’s crisp judgement
11 passe pour un saint dans votre fantaisie—
Tout son fait, croyez-moi, n’est rien qu'hypocrisie.

The details are brought out by longer and longer speeches, in which the
original idea is embroidered with a rich network of satire. No comedy can afford
to seek only onc end and although the main drive is perfe.ctly clear, Moliére strikes
in turn: the fear of one’s neighbors, the attempt to justify one’s own manners by

criticising others, the lady who is austere because her charms are fading, and so on.

Moliére’s choice of scenes d faire is made very carefully, The pauvre homme
scene would not be credible in narration, To be sure Dorine has told us:
11 le choie —il I’'embrasse, et POUR UNE MAITRESSE
On ne saurait, je pense, avoir plus de tendresse,
But Orgon’s infatuation must be secen to be believed. The method here used is
the comedy of absentmindness (Bergson®s automatisme). Dorine’s remark at

the end:
Et je vais 4 madame annoncer par avance

La part que vous prenez 3 sa convalescence,
releases the laugh of the audience whose credulity has been somewhat strained, and

also serves to carry us behind the scenes, which art Moliére possesses as do ail great
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dramatists. This remark serves also as a link to the serious discussion between Orgon
and Cléante, for Orgon’s infatuation must be secn to be more than comic, in c;rdcr
that the serious undercurrent of the first scene be adequately explained. In this last
mentioned scene (I, 5) Orgon reaffirms all that has been said of his infatuation and
even declares that he will sacrifice the whole tamily in the pursuit of this idea. He
so exceeds the limits of good sense, particularly in bhis description of his mecting
with Tartuffe in church, that the andience must see the situation from Cléante’s
point of view and svmpathize with his dry retort:

Les sentiments humains, mon {rere, ue voilal

In spite of Cléante’s argument Orgon hints that he is going to marry his
daughter to Tartuffe. This suggestion is followed up by the scene between Orgon
and Mariane (I!, 1). Dorinc’s entrance makes argument possible which would
have been impossible with Mariane, for )'Ioliére is very careful to make the
character of the young girl in keeping with a family where [¢ bon sens rules,
Dorine’s absolute self-possession is here put to the test and her position in the
family made quite clear. By this time the seriousness of the subject has become
rather heavy for comedy, and the last two scencs of the second act are chiefly
comic. The comedy arises when Dorine, who has been urging Mariane to resist
her father’s will, suddenly abandons her argument and takes the side of Orgon.
The irony is clear to the andience, Mariane, Lowever, is surprised into taking
sides against herself and the spectacie of Mariane pleading with Dorine to help her
to do what she had just declared that she would die rather than do, is sufficiently
diverting. The situation is again turned when Mariane suddenly falls into despair.,
Dorine, convinced that Mariane is serious, is obliged to come down from her “high
horse”’, which operation is always amusing. The entrance of Valére brings new
comic matter, for a lover's quarrel ensues which descends to pure farce when
Dorine is almost pulled in two in her efforts to bring them together and thep must
resort to physical efforts to separate them. In fact, almost all of Act II scrves as

a relief to the intensity of Act I, which was itself relieved by many devices, the
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managing mother-in-law, the pert servant, age versus youth, the old woman’s half
jealous contempt of the young girl, fear of God and the neightors, the woman who
can afford to be austere because her charms are fading, the ‘‘pauvre homme" scene
(comedy of absentmindedness), the exaggeration of Orgon’s credulity, (Act II) the
old device of the father making his daughter happy in aisway, Orgon's sentimental
mention of Mariane and Tartuffe living toge ther like turtle doves. A good example
of the use of physical comedy occursin Act II, scene 2 in the triangle situation
where Dorine interrupts Orgon whenever he speaks to Mariane. A good deal of
the verbal humor is supplied by Dorine, as in the lines:

Lt que si son Tartuffe est pour lui si charmant

I1 le peut ¢pouser sans nul empéchement.

(1L, 3
Tartuffe has been carefully presented in the exposition. Dorine, the personi-

fication of frankncss, common sense and au' hority, has characterized bim as gyeux,
hypocrite, cagot, traiire, and Cléante, honnéte Lomme par excellence, calls him franc
charlatan, dévot de gplace. His appearance has been sufficiently indicated by
Dorine and Mariane. His first speech is a masterpiece. It justifies everything

that has been said against and for him,

" Laurent, serrez ma haire avec ma discipline,
Et priez que toujours le Ciel vous illumine,
—Si l'on vient pour me voir, je vais au prisonniers
Des aumones que j'ai, partager les deniers.
Tartufie drops a gcod deal of his scverity when Torine mentions Elmire, so that
Dorine remarks;
Comme i! se radoucit!
" Ma {oi, je suis toujours pour ce que j’en ai dit.

(I11, 2, 11 23-4)

We have been carefully prepared fer the sccne which follows ty Dorine’s hints and

Orgon’s innocent statements. The device of the hidden auditer would be unpardo-
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nable if the audience were not already enlisted against Tartufie. The setting had
been carefully prepared in Act 11 where Marjane asks her father:

Que cherchez-vous?
Orgon
(Il regarde dans un petit cabinet) Je voi

Si quelqu’un n’est point 1& qui pourrait nous entendre;
Car ce petit endroit est propre pour surprendre.
(I, 2)

But we must see Tartuffe put to the proof. Molitre is now to bring the charming

Elmire, a character delicately nuanes, into a bold situation, Elmire has not had
much to say for herself but we have seen that it is on her that even the authoritative
Dorine rclies for a solution to the situation. Slhe is gay, worldly, accustomed to
being admired and not easily shocked. The sc.ne is thoroughly comic by reason

of the contrast between the nonchalant and charming Elmire and the unctuous

Tartuffe, who drops his mask and shows himself for the first time for what he is,
He speaké at first like a spiritual director, then like a practised roué, then like
a casunist. Ilmire's dry humor in answer to Tartuffe’s statement that he would
give hss health to establish hers recalls the “pauvie homme' scene:

C’est pousser bien avant la charité chrétienne,

(111, 3)
The very case of Elmire’s honesty increases Tartuffe's assurance, and he Jaunches
into the mystical and sensual language of a certain type of revivalist, some of
whose tactics, in fact, he has. Moliere seems here to anticipate modern psycho-
analysis. Tartuffc's suggession that Llmire is safe because it would not be to his
advantage to bozst of a conquest had been used by Boccaccio and by the anthor
of the Gardufia de Sevilla, and Rabelais makes use of a similar tale which he took
from Erasmus, It is pr.obably, however, that it was sufficiently practised at the
time for Molidre to have heard it in anecdote, Tartuffe’s parting shot “Que 1’on
n'est pas aveugle” shows that he had learned something from another type of

woman, even if he did not understand Elmire,
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In the sixth scene we have the apotheosis of impudent hypocrisy and credulity.
It is as incredible as Falstaff’s agilitv. There is a comic motif —affirming guilt to
prove innoccnce, or doubleRovaryisme, which had already been used by Barbadillo
—but the situation is so tense that the effect is dramatic rather than comic, in spite
of the fact that Stapfer calls this the most comic scene in the literature of the
world, where Orgon falls on his knees beforc the kneeling Tartuffe. (This business
did not appear as a stage direction until 1750. It may, hewever, have been a
tradition from the first performance.) The climax follows in the words of Orgom:

Offenser de la sorte une sainte personne!
and in Tartuffe’s reply:

O cel pardonne-lui comme je lui pardonne!

(111, 7

in which cuiminates the enormity of Orgon’s credulity and of Tartuffe’s hypocrisy.
Orgon drives his son from the house and regrets that he did not murder him. Here
Tartuffe, candidate himself for Dante’s nethermost hell, weeps over the ingratitude
of Damis. (111, 7).

Le seul penser de cette ingratitude

Fait souffrir i mon ame un supplice si rude. .. ...

L’horreur gue j'en congols. . ., J’ai le coeur si serré,

(Que je ne puis parler, et crois que j'en mourrai.

Tartutfe’s double Bovarysme is done adroitly but not adroitly enongh to absolve
Orgon of the charge of almost inhuman credulity. Herein I believe lies the offense
of the play. In this and in the following scene Molicre’s double edged sword flashes
this way and that, slashing with murderous certainty both the hypocrite and the

dupe. The triumph of the hypocrite and the self-gatisfaction of his dupe must

give deep oifense to the church.

It is a fauit common to five-act plays that the interest drops cut in the fourth
act. This is true to a certain extent of Tartuffe. The construction 1s here not so

close. Perhaps the white heat of the unique moment when he conceived and
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exccuted the play for the Fites de Versailles had somewhat abated in the three
years that followed. Eowever, the happiness of the whole family still hangs in the
balance, and after Tartuffe’s triumph we look to see how he bears himself. He
appears with a new tone of smug ccrtainty in his intrenchments, and is cooly
insolent to Cleante, knowing that Cléante sees through him. The marriage intrigue
goes on. Tears and entreaties fail to move him. Orgon bad said that he would
sacrifice his whele family to Tartuffe and after his treatment of Damis we are
prepared to believe it. Now Molitre has another essential scene to write, He
must make Orgon see with his own eyes. Will he even then believe? No one less
perfectly poised than Elmire could manage the situation and keep it comic when
so much is involved. She plays the coquette, lulls Tartuffe’s suspicions and
convinces him that she loves him. Here is a masterly bit of comedy arising from
the conceit of an nnattractive man played upon by a woman so charming, so honest
that she is fearless. Here we have the full revelation of the casuist.
Et ce n'est pas picher que pécher en silence.
(IV, 5)

Tartuffe reveals himself completely, even to the point of speaking contemptuously
of Orgon. Such a scene might easily be grossly improbable; Elmire makes it
possible. (To make Orgon hide behind Elmire is good theater but hardly plausible).
Orgon is as incoherent in his wrath as he was in his infatuation. In scene 7

Tartuffc rises to a height of impudence that almost passes belief,

C'est 4 vous d’en sortir, vous qui parlez en maitre.
and he adds a statement that we are totally unprepared for,

j’ai de quoi confondre et punir I'imposture.
that is, the box, whick has not been motivated, and which furnishes the suspense
before the catastrophe. In a comedy of intrigue this would have been carefully
motivated. As it is, the mystery serves to tie the two acts together—all of the acts
are carefully tied togetner in this way—but Orgon's explanation in the next scene

must be admitted to be pretty poor stage business. Orgon’s fcolishness is again
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insistcd upon, and a new c¢omic clement in Orgon’s character appears; his sentime-
ntal trust in gratitude,

Quoi? sous un beau sermublant de ferveur st touchante

Cacler un cocur si double, une ame si méchante!
In scene z Damis’ fury is comic against the Dhackground of Tartuife’s power.
Cléante’s reply motivates the deus ex wching.

Nous vivons sous un regne ot sommes dans un temps

Oy par la violence on fait mal ses afiaires.
In the next scene Mme. Pernclie gives occasion for more comedy. She out-Orgons
Orgon and his impatience with her credulity is comic in the light of his recent
change of heart. Dorine acts as a chorus to bring home this fact.

Lc pauvre homme,
Orgon is here seen in the position in which he had placed others,
Dorine

Juste retour, monsicur, des cheses d’ici-bas,

Vous ne voulicz point croire, et 'on ne vous croit pas.
The suspense rises threugh the scene with M. Toyal is somewhat broken by
Dorine’s words

Et par charite pure, il veut vous enlever

Tout ce qui vous peut faire obstacle a vous sauver.
With the arrival of Valere the suspense rises again, Will Orgon
escape? One wishes his escape more for the sake of the family than for his own,
Still a dupe, Orgon is taken in by Loyal’s speech in which he uses almost the same

+ words as those alrecady used by Tartuffe. It looks as if Tartuffe were to triumph.

This s the apotheosis of hypocrisy. The king as a motive is a bit anticlimactic to
us,—probably not so to the audience of the time,~—certainly not, considering the
motive of the play. It is not so serious a matter in a comedy as it would have
been in a tragedy. Goethe defends this dénouement, but he somewhat sentimen-

talises the whole play.! On the whole it is difficult to justify this conclusion.
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Technically it is bad. We must refer the fact to the necessity of flattering the
king, and confine ourselves to the task of sccing how he makes the best of a bad
matter. Moli¢re was a practical man of the theater, and it would have been no
comfort to him that his play was a perfect bit of techrique if it could not be
performed, As a matter of fact the logical catastrophe of the completed play
would have been the actual catastrophe of the three act {orm; the triumph of
hypocrisy and the discomfiture of credulity. The changes that Molierc made were
made on the advice of a [ihertin, the Prince de Condé; the addition of Cléante’s
long spceches defining true and false devotion, Tartuffe’s change of dress, and the
hlasphemous
O ciel pardonne-lui comme je Jui pardonne
changed to
la douleur qu’il mc donrpe.

The marriage was added to tie the play together, and we must admit that it is a
weak device. The fact that there is no scene between Tartuffe and Mariane seems
to add weight to this hypothesis, for as a priest this proposed marriage would have

been impossible. The five act form is certainly less offensive.

At any rate, if the play was only an episode in the quarrel over the theater,
it has become and was then in its implication—as a result of Moliére’s sovereign
impartiality and philosophical point of view—one of the important documents in
an agelong quarrel of much larger scope. Great works of this sort are seldom the
finit of conscious will, It is also one of the finest examples of that laugh which
France alone has becn able to produce, “‘a laugh which,” says M. Lefranc, *“will on

the final judgement day rally the French almost as surely as the trumpet of the

angel.”

I, Moliére's Tartuffe excites our hatred; he is a criminal who hypocritically feigns piety

and morality to bring intc a middle class family every sort of ruin. The dénouement by
the police isthen very natural and well received!



Internal and External Relations.

It is not easy to Say what relations are. They are probably too fundamental to
be defined. At any rate, we are as yet unable to define them. However we are
directly presented with such situations as involve “leit and right”, “before and
after”, etc, etc, Relations are all pervasive, The idea of unrelated entities, though
in itself logically,free perhaps from contradiction, is as a matter of fact untenable.
We do sometimes say with regard to certain things that they are totally unrelated,
but what is implied in such a statement is merely a negaiion of certain specific
relation or relations which happ‘ens to be the subject of our attention. To be
unrelated in any specific way is itself a relation, and from this point of view nothing
is unreiated.

Any and every entity can become a relatum, logical propositions and relational
complexes included. These latter are sumply terms in relation, DBut relations
themselves cannot become relata. Thus, a relational complex such as ] am taller
than you’ may bear the relation ““Therefore” to another relational complex I am
heavier than you., But the relation “Taller than” cannot bear the relation “There-
fore” to the relation “Heavier than'. Bradley’s inlinite regress so far as relations
are concerned is to us meaningless.

Bradley seems to have entertained another notion that is equally untenable.
Not only did Le conceive of relations as capable of being related, but also as capable
of rclating. Without involving ourselves in verbal niceties, we may say that relations
do not relate in the sense that relational complexes are created through their:
activities. They are not active, they simply are; there is no sense in which they
can be said to have either succeeded or failed in relating, The question is not whe-
ther a certain relation succeeds or fails in relatirg certain entities, it is rather

whether those entities are or are not in a relational complex charactirized by that
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specific relation. Relations therefore are not relata, nor do they of their own choice
relate,
I1

We propose far consideration the following three relational complexes to be

known as a, b, ¢, relational complexes embodying a, b, ¢, relations.
a, This book is on the table.™
b, '“Hg O ' as relational complex.
¢, *He knows Physics.”

Is a relation in the a relational complex the same as the b relation in the &
relational complex? If so, are relations all of one kind? If all relations are b
relations, then the ¢ relation in the c¢ relational complex is also a b relation, It
tions are of different kinds, then the ¢ relation may be eitheranaorabd or
something different from both, and it remains for us to ascertain which and what
it is,

From the common sense point of view, the above does not present much of a
problem, since, at a glance, a good many vague and perhaps obvious differences
may be pointed out. But philosophical sophisiry bas made ocut of the situation a
problem of the first importance, It has been maintained that all relations are
“internal”’, It is difficult to find out what an “internal” relation is, but if it
supposed to be anything in the nature of a b relation, then we are confronted with
very grave problems. TFor in this latter case the ¢ relation subsisting between the
kriower and the known is also internal and therefore has properties which are the
characteristics of the'd rclation. Knowing would then make a difference to the
thing known, and no form of knowledge, science included, could claim objectivity.
While it is not easy to say exactly what ‘‘objectivity’’ means, it is easy to see that
if knowing, being internal, modifies the thing known, then knowledge is not objective
at least in the following senses,

a, If all relations are b relations, then the relation tetween the knower and

the known is a b relation. If so, the known is always a relatum, an entity that is
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not its original self, because it is modified by knowing. It follows that we can
never know apy entity other than as relatum. Hence “Noumenon” emerges.
Whatever the differences may be does not matter in the least, the point is that
there are differences between an entity as such and an entity as relatum, and what
is even more significant, we are never in position to know what these differences
are,

b, But under the above assumption we are not in position to say that there
are no entities other than relata, for in that case how could they be said to be
different from relata? If we admit differences between the two, then they either
exist or simply are, and the denial of either or both would be contrary to the
premises,  If entities in any knowledge relation were external objects, thep these

can not be known as they are, they can only be known as they are known,

c, Since what we know is but knowledge-relata, therc can hardly bv uny
standard for the validity of knowledge. What we know is simply “what we know" .
1f “what we know’’ about a certain thing is again questivned, we can only answer
by a further assertion of knowledge possibly in the form: “I know that I know”,
etc, etc. The question can be asked ad infinitum and any answer other than the
first is neither better nor worse than the first,

d, The above may be said just as well about the knower who in any capacity
other than a knowing faculty or organism would be just as elusive as any external

object,

The impossibility of knowing anything as itself under our assumption may be
approached from another angle.

e, 1f all relations are internal, then such relaticns as ““to the right of”’, “to the
left of”, “before” and “after”, ““above’’ and *“below’’ are all internal relations. The
knower and the known-not only bear a specific relation to each other, namely that
of knowing, but also involve spatial relations. Here is a table: if all relations are

internal in the scnse of a b relation, then this table to the east of me is different

from this very table when it is placed to the west of me. I myself changs with a
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change of spatial relaticns., Thus, when I was to the east of the table, my knowled-
ge of it was such as was appropriate to a specific place, a knowledge that should
not be confounded with anything I may know of the table when I shifted.to the

west of it.

Temporal relations would be internal under the same assumption. The rela-
tional complex known as knowledge is an event that takes place in finite time. But
in finite time, however short, both the table and I change our temporal relations.
Thus my knowledge of the table at one time must not be confounded with my
knowledge of that very table at any other time. Time, it is poetically -claimed,
flows, and our temporal relations change with it; the only knowledge that can be
said to be valid is the knowledge that is appropriate to instants, just as in the
previous paragraph the only knowledge that can be said to be valid is the knowledge
that is appropriate to points. But since knowledge as a relational complex and an
event takes place in finite time and place, no knowledge is valid, if all relations are -

internal in the <ense of a b relation,

g, At the same time all entities are related and in no time are they free from
relational changes. Under the assumption we are making in the present section, if
anylhing involves any kind of relational changes, then it is impossible for us to -
know anything about it. My little desk here in my room bears some kind of
relation to a twinkling star ten thousand light years away; if that star changes in
any way whatsoever, even to the clightest degree, the desk becomes different in
some way trom what it was. Thus, if we want to know this little Cesk, we have
to know that little star as well as the pyramids of Egypt and the trees of Labrador.
Since my desk bears relation te anything and everything in this universe, then on
the basis of our supposition we have to know the universe in order to know the
desk. But we do not know the universe, hence we do not know this desk. And
yet with a suitable definition of knowledge correspondirg perhaps inadequately to.-
the vague and inarticulate notion of knowledge which we do emtertain, we can

claim that we know this desk without knowing the universe in any similar sense.
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Is our common belief a pious superstition? Or rather is the assumption herein

discussed basically untenable?

h, Logic has no content, it need not have any; but if it is useful in any
practical way at all, it should be applicable to natural events or entities. In other
words, in orcer that logic may be useful, such statements as “*A is A", *‘A is not-A”,
must not only be logically significant, but also practically so. They may be true or
false, or they may be neither, but we have to recognize their validity in some way
before we can speak  But if they are known to be invalid to start with, then we
can not possibly speak. The only statements that can possibly claim to be true are
those that are made at point-instant. At any finite time and in any finite place no
proposition concerning matters of fact can be made with any practical significance.
Whether pure logic is affected or nét need not be considered in the present
connection, it is certain that applied logic cvaporates into thin air, An ironic
situation arises: those who accept the supposition of this section can not say a word
in favour of it, while those who argue in favour of it cannot possibly accept it and

escape contradiction,

Our supposition, let us recall, is firstly that all relations are internal, and
secondly, that an internal relation is a b relation. Thus far we have been arguing
that under such a supposition knowledge is impossible in the various senses already
discussed. In order to frec ourselves from such a dismal conscquence, it is only
necessary to overthrow either the first or the second part of the supposition. There
are quite a number of people who belicve that all relations are internal, but if what
is meant by an internal relation is not a b relation, then the specific objections
herein set forth are not applicable, whether or not there are other objuections. But
if an internal relation is conceived as a b relation, then we have to show reasons.
why some relations are external, and a clear distinction between an external and an
internal relation is required. If what is meant by an external relation is made
clear, then the proposition that there are external relations may be established. In

that case it only remains for us to decide as to whether the specific relation between
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the knower and the known is an external or internal relation or something totally
different from both. What we have been arguing thus far is that that specific

relation cannot be conceived as being internal in the sense of a b relation.

IT1

In this scction, we shall take up for discussion in the first place the pesition
of Mr. F. H. Bradley, and secondly that of Professor Spaulding. Both mav have
the misfortune of heing misrepresented,

A, a, Mr, Bradley seems to have thoughi that relations are impossible, If
entities are in relation, then the relation between them does not ‘relate”, for
somehow they arc already related; if on the other hand they are not rclated, then
no relation can possibly relate them. In other words, if entities are in relation, to
relate them is superfluous; if entities are not in relation, to relate them is impossible.
It is impossible to relate entities not related, because for such a purpose an infinity
of relations is required, and an infinity of relations is by definition unattainable.
Comparatively detailed criticism will come at a later stage, for the moment, we
should like to point out the following: .

1, TRelations and relational complexes should not be confused with ecach
other. Relations simply are, but relational complexes may begin or end. The
question is never whether a certain relation is, but always whether certain entities
bear that relation to each other.

2, Relations should not be regarded as being engaged in activities, There is
no sense in which they may be said to succeed or fail in their effort to relate, simply
because there is no sense in which they can be said to make any effort at all.

3, Relations should not be regarded as possible terms, so that there is no
sense in which two terms in relation can be said to have become three terms
necessitating a further relation.

b, Bradley seems to have entertained the idea that all relations modify their
terms. If A and B are related, then A is not the origina' A, nor B the original B.

Each, being in relation, is directly influenced in some way by the relation and
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indirectly influenced by each other. But if A and B were not in relation with each
other, then the influence just mentioned would not have been there to affect them.
That is to say, relations modify their terms.

¢, Since relatiors modify their terms, some difference is made to them when
they are in relation, Terms in relation must be somehow different from those very
terms wihen out of it, If no difference is made to the terms, in what sense could
we say that they are modified by their relation? Somec differences thercfore there
must be betwecn terms that are relata and terms that are mere terms, Of what
that difference is, very few of us seem to have any clear notion. Bradley has the
dea that gualities and relations imply each other, but in so far as I am aware,
there is no attempt to regard them in any consistent way as tautological expres-
sions, Later on we shall attempt to show that difference in quality implies difference

in relation, but we are not justified in asserting that difference in relation implies
difference in quality.

d, Entities in relation form a relational complex which whether or not further
analyzable is at any rate not equivalent to the sum total of its parts. Thus, if we
are dealing with such a relational complex as * Japan is to the east of China,” we
can not possibly say that this is cquivalent to ‘*Japan,” “'to the east of,” and
*China"; for obviously there are a number of possible combinations each of which
is distinct from any other, There is therefore something unique about a relational
complex, and this uniquencss which is essentially the uniqueness of the whole has

been in some obscure way transformed into a uniqueness of the composing parts,

e, For reasons similar to the ones herein stated, some philosophers have come
to the conclusion that all relations are internal, and an internal relation is such that
the terms in relation are different from those very terms out of relation. Whether
the reasoning is correct or not, we shall not examine for the moment, nor shall we
concern ourselves with the conclusion as to whether it follows from the different
stages of the argument, But if we accept the conclusion ard interpret “modifica-

tion of terms' as qualitative differences being made to them, then the objection
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raised in the previous section would apply and would thus make knowledge some-

thing of a game of blind man’s bluff.

B, It is possibly for this reason that quite a few students of philosophy have

come to the conclusion that the proposition that all relations are internal can not be
accepted. Perhaps "hasty hands catches frogs for fishes”, and in an eager attempt
to demolish that proposition, ideas have been put forth that could not stand any
close examination. Professor Spaulding might be cited as an example of those
whose valour has unfortunately become the bettep part of discretion.

Tt should however be pointed out that those who are opposed to the internal-
relationists are not opposed to the idea of internal relation; they are merely
opposed to the idea that all relations are internal. Hence what the external-
relationists want is not to deny that there are internal relations, but merely to
affirm that some relations are external,

a, Some relations, according to Spaulding, do not modify their terms. ‘“Above
and below,” *‘before and after” are such relations. 1f T walk around the table, T
am not modified by the various positions which I hold in relation to the table. I
may be taller or shorter than my friend, but I cannot be said to be thercby either
tall or short. Terms related by this kind of relation are such that to say anything
beyond their relation is unwarranted and consequently they are related in a way
quite different from those that are related for instance by an organic relation.

b, If there are relations that do not modify their terms, it is believed to
follow that there are relations by which no difference whatever is made to the
terms. Entities that are relata in these relations are the same as those very entities
that are not relata'in these relations. | It is believed, though I have no assurance in
saying so, not only that terms before being related by an external relation are the
same as they are after it, but also that terms in such a relation are the same as
they are out of it. This may seem to be a distinction without a difference, but a
difference there is, and in some cases, a very important one.

¢, Since terms in any external relation are the same as they are out of it, it
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follows that they are each independent of the other, and both independent of the
relation, 'What is meant by independence is merely a lack of mutual medification.
Independence is therefore not something which entitics possess when they bear no
relation to each other, it is rather something that represents the state of affairs in
which they bear to each other an external relation, Since entities though related
are yct irdependent of each other, it is thought that the whole in which they are
the component parts is not such as te give rise to the idea of uniqueness. Thus,
while the internal-relationists seemed tc have confounded the uniqueness of the
whole with that of the parts, the external-relationists seem to have mistaken a lack

of uniqueness in the component parts for the lack of uniqueness in the whole,

d, Thu conclusion that Professor Spaulding arrived at is not merely that
there are external relations, but also that the specific relation between the knower
and the kvown is an example of such a relation, That is to say, though related,
the knower and the known are yet independent of each other. The known is not
merely relatum. It is that, but it is also something more; it is the original object.
The objections raised in the second section of this article are therefore automatically

removed,

There are people who are in sympathy with Spaulding‘s conclusion, but not
with his reasoning; and there are perhaps others who are in sympathy to some
extent with Bradley's reasoning, but find it by no means easy to swallow bis
conclusion. If external relation is to be justified, it must be on some basis and in
some way other than those adopted by Professor Spaulding. Bertrand Russell has
something to say on the subject, but what he has said docs not amount to very
much. Mr. G. Moore to my knowledge has probably the most adequate apprecia-
tion of the problem; in my opinion at any ratc, he has certainly made the keenest
remarks about it. I do not pretend to understand exactly what his theory is,
but 1 have no doubt that I have been greatly influenced by him. At the same
time, I must admit difterences of opinion which it would be out of place here for

me to discuss.
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In 1his section, two views almost diametrically opposed to each other are
presented, Which of the twc isto be preferred? Before this question can be
answered, there should be a general clarification of terms such as “difference”,
“modification”, “influence”, etc., etc., This clarification, I hope, will emerge as we

proceed.
v

We return to the three different relational complexes mentioned in section 11.
What we want to emphasize is the difference between a and b relations, and to
decide whether the ¢ relation belongs to either of them, and if so, which.

A, Points common to all relations. |

a, There must be relations such as R and there must be a plurality of entities
such as A, B, etc, etc.

b, There must be a possibility of such a relational complex as ARB. Giv-
en relations and entities, we need not have relational complexes. In the actual
world in which we live we are possibly never confronted with relations that are not
involved in relational complexes. But {rom the point of view of analysis, relations
are more primitive than relational complexes, and may be studied prior to and
apart from a study of relational complexes.

¢, There is something unique abtout suck a relational complex as ARB. Itis
some kind of whole that is not easily reducible to its parts, since these same parts
combined in different ways may result in other and quite different wholes. Is is not
the uniqueness of wholes that can be or should be denied, it is rather the attempt
to assign a single pattern to the uniqueness that we are unable to {ollow.

d, Entities in relation are affected by the relation. To use Moore’s phrase,
they acquire a “‘relational property” which they would not have received if they
had rot been related.

Such being the case, there is a definite sense in which entities in relaticn can
be said to be different {rom these very exntities out of relation. A and B are

cntities out of relation, but in relation, thoy ere also relata. The specific difference



nternal and External Relations. P9

in the case is the relational property each acquires from the other, and both from
the relation.

These points conceeded to be common to all relations seem to substantiate the
view of the internal-relationists. If what is meant by an interral relation is one
that is analyzable into the state of affairs herein mentioned, then all relations are
internal. But this state of affairs has been by some at any rate perhaps unwit-
tingly confounded with the specific situation of a & relation, and an internal
relation has come to mean much more than is concceded to all relations in the pre-
ceuding paragraphs. Before we take up the specific situation of a b relation, we

should clarify a few terms that are needed for the moment.

B, There are different meanings to the term “identity’’ just as there are
different meanings to the term “‘equality”. We are not here concerned with the
poésible meanings which these term may embody, for our present purpose, the term
identity may be used as a characteristic of relations, and the term equality as a
characteristic of quality. The first shall be symbolized as *“1”,and the second as* =",
hence “1” stands for difference in relation, and =" stands for difference in quality
or qilalities. Differences in relation are easily graspable. At any finite place and
dui’ing any finite time 1 change my relations, and differences of relations may be
asserted irrespective of empirical evidence, because they can always be inferred
from our knowledge of mathematics, physics and astronomy, with a suitable
construction of time and space. Qualitics however are quite a different matter.
Their difierence or equality is sometimes operational and always empirical, but
whereas a judgement of qualitative difference is final with respect to certain
operations, a judgement of equality in our sense at any rate is always tentative.
The latter can not be final, because the equality asserted is a mere lack of empiric-
al or experimental difference with respect to certain operations which may be
replaced by others, and when they are so rcplaced, we may be confronted with
qualitative differences formerly not experienced by us.

"~ We are assuming here that there is some definite sense in which qualities are
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different and may be detached from relations. As to whether our assumption is
justified or not we shall discuss at a later stage, Nor are we concerned here with
the specific sense in which qualities and relations are supposed to differ from each
other, I can no more define gualities than I can define relations. But common
sense considers them different, and in the absence of clear definitions and sharp
distinctions we may accept the common sense view for our present purpose,

C, Let us take first the a relation in the @ relational complex, namely, “This
hook is on the table”.

a, The book in this particular relational complex receives a relational pro-
perty, namely, “on the table’”’. If there were no such relational complex, . this
specific property would not have been ascribable to the book, We are of course
not asking whether or not there is a rclation “on”; there always is. Qur question
is rather whether or not there is a relational complex, namely, *‘this book ison the
table”, If there is, “'this book’ receives the relational property already mentioned,

b, Though this book is on the table, it can not be said that because it is on
the table, it has changed its colour or increased its weight. It may change its
colour, and it may increase ifs weight, but if it does cither or both of these things,
it does =0 independently of the relational property it has just required. Thereis a
question of inference involved in this connection, but the problem of inference will
be dealt with in a separate section.

c, Such being the case, we are justified in saying that the book in snch a rela-
tion to the table is different from any book not in such a relation. The difference
asserted is one of relation, We are also justified in saying that the book in such a
relation is equal to this very book out of such a relation. The equality afftrmed is
one of quality,

The relational complex “this book is on the table” is a kind of whole, but it is
difficult to say what kind of whole it is, The relation between the whole and its
parts.is not symmetrical, there is uniqueness of the whole which is qualitatively

different {rom other wholes composed of the same parts, but there is no uniqueness
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of parts which may enter different wholes without becoming themselves qualitative-
iy uifferent, One thing is certain, this relational complex is neither an organic
whole, nor such as involves chemical action between its parts, And if “x” stands

for either of these kinds of wholes, we can say definitely that the relational complex

*this book is on the table” is not “x".

e, We shall employ “R"" to symbolize a relation; “RP”, the relational property
of such a relation; and “x”, the two kinds of wholes mentioned. The following
-expression will embody the points herein discussed.

a, ARB, Akr, ARPIA, Akp=A, ARB¥%x,

D, Let us take up the b relation in the & relational complex, namely, *“H; 0",

a, This is a relational ::omplex in which the entities related are hydrogen and
oxygen. lfach acquires a relational property which it would not have, were it not
so related to the other,

b, But in this case the hydrogen that is a relatum in this relational complex
has changed its qualities by reason of its being a relatum, What can be said about

it as an entity no longer applies when it has become a relatum.

¢, From the above we are justified in saying that entities retated in the b
relational complex are different in relation and also unequal in quality to thesc
very or similar entities not so related.

d, This relational complex is a sort of whole with emergent qualities describ-
able in terms that are not applicable to th: component parts separately, It is a kind
of a whole that is equivalent to some kind or form of “x”.

¢, We shall employ “‘R" to symbolize this kind of relation, and “KP’, this

kind of relational properiy. The following expression will embody the points herein

discussed.
b, ARB, Agp, AFPIA, AirXA, ARB=x.
v
The topic for discussion in this section is not an easy one. To start with a few

prefatory remarks are needed. Both a and & relations involve ArplA, but where-
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as a relation embodies AiP--A, b relation contains just the opposite, ALPXA. This
seems to Le the most important peint of difference compared to which the other

points mentioned may be ignored. The question is;  What sort of relation, if any,
subsists between AirPiA and Avp--A, and what relation, if any, between AP A
and ArpyA? If the second part can be inferred from the first in each case, then
there 15 contradiction somewherec, What we want to point out is that the essential
difference lies in the nature of RP and RP, namely, the two relational properties;
that Aip1A and Air-A are separatcly inferable from 8P, and ArpiA and
ALXA are separately inferable from KP ; but that in no way is Akp=A inferable
from ARPIA, or ALPA from AxPlA., 1t is therefore advisable to take up the
problem of implication and inference in so far as it affects our discussion, We shall

take up three different kinds of implications to be symbolized as “#’, *“2" and **."."".

34, A few words on propositions in general are not out of place here. There
are propositions which have no existential import and which may be called purely
logical propositions. There arc others which have existential significance and
which would be meaningless if the existence of the subject terms is denied. The
relations of upposition between propositions depend upon the interpretation of the
existence of their subject terms, Take for instance the A and E forms of proposi-
tions. These have no relations of opposition if their subject term is not assumed
to exist. They are contrary if their subject term is cither assumed or asserted to
exist, Where the subject term is exist, its non-existence renders the proposition
insignificant, but where the subject term is asserted to exist, its non-existence would

mean that the proposition is false,

Aristotelian logic as revealed through text books seems to involve itself in
self-contradiction. A, E, I, O are said to be categorical propositions implying an
assertion of the existence of their subject terms. If I and O are categorical in the
above sense, then they are not sub-contrary, and if they are sub-contrary, as they
are declared to be, then they are not categorical in the above sense,

Take for instance the familiar proposition that “All men are mortals”, (terms
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interpreted as classes). 1t might he interpreted as a proposition asserting an ab-
stract and unique relation between ‘““Humanity’and “Mortality” conceptualized and
defined with such rigidity that the proposition may be translated into the following:
‘“Whether there are men or not, if anything is human, he is mortal”, just as one
might say of an Euclidean straight line that whether it exists or not, if anything is
a straight line, it is the shortest distance between two points. The familiar inter-
pretation however of the above mentioned proposition is that all men are as a
matter of fact mortals, or that all men are mortals and there are men. With either
the familiar or the unfamiliar interpretation, being a man implies being a miortal,
but the implication involved in the one case is quite different from that involved

in the other.

B, The kind of imp]ication‘here symbolized as “¥” is the kind involved in
the first and non-existential interpretation of propositions. It need not have
anything to do with matters of fact. From certain postulates and certain defini-
tions, both of which may be quite arbitrary, a mumber of propositions are said to
follow in the sense that they are implied by the given postulates and definitions,
To such a process matters of fact are quite irrelevant. Thus, as we have seen,
with suitable definitions of humanity and mortality to which the existence of
mankind may he considered as irrelevant, a proposition of the form «“Whether there
are men or not, if anything is human, he is mortal” may be so interpreted that
being human “*" being mortal, “p¥q” means that the proposition “p” implies the
proposition “q”, whatever the facts may be. This is still “strict” implication, but

it need not involve any empirical evidence,

C, But when the proposition “*All men are mortals” is interpreted as asserting
at the same time the existence of men, then the implication involved in it is quite
different from that of the above. The proposition so interpreted becomes an
inductive generalization and can claim no validity apart from experience. If there
were no men to stact with, or if there were, and they were all or some of them

immortals, the proposition would be false, and being a man would not imply
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being a mortal. Thus, the tmrplication involved in this case can not be divorced
from matters of fact. It is possible for us to say at the present moment at any
rate that all the citizens of New York are citizeus of The United States of America;
hence being a citizen of the former implies being a citizen of the latter. But this
need not be so, and in the same way men need not be mortals. However, as a
matter of fact, the generalization about men is valid; hence as a matter of fact,
being a man does imply being a mortal. “p/\q” means that facts are such that the
propasition p implies the proposition q.

D, a. These two implications are often confused. The way in which their
distinction can be made clear leads me to think that the views presented here are
somewhat akin to those of Mr. Moore, Take for instance; “A>B, B>C, therefore
A>C"”, where *>" represents “‘greater than”. We may have the expression:

A>BnA (B>CHA>C).

That is to say, if A is in fact greater then B, then the proposition “Bis greater
then C" implies the proposition *A is greater than C,”” whether or not there is any
C at all. But we can not have the expression:

A>B¥ (B>CAA>C),

That is to say, the proposition “A is greater than B” does not imply the fact
that B being greater than C, A must have been greater than C also.

b, The relation between ¥ and “A’” should next engage our attention,
Whenever there is a possibility of <% there iz a possibility of “A”, provided a
certain condition is fulfilled, If for instance we have the implication *'p¥q” and A
comes within the definition of p, and B, q, we may have the implication AAB.
Hence given Ap=0, and BZ<0, we are justified in saying (pq) & (AAB). The
question as to whether facts will be so good-humoured as to work for our conven-
ience and substantiate our theorics is irrelevant, for, in the first place, we do not
claim that (pxq) 3 {AAB), that is, we do not say that there will always be A and-
B bearing that relation; and secondly if there arc no A and B, or if there are and
they can not be subsumed under p and q, the condition is not {ulfilled, and the

question of implication dees not arise.
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¢, We have scen then that under certain conditions it is possible for us to
have (pxqj & (AAD), tbough never {psyg) % (AAD) I sewwins for us to see
whether given AAB, we are ever justified in arriving at p#q, even if the condition
Ap=0, Bg=0 is {ulfilled. Personally, I see no way of arriving at any such conclu-
sion, This is probably onc sense in which empirical generalizations are said to be
contingent. So far as we can see, there is no way in which AAB can be transfcrmed
into pxq. All that we can claim is that given AADB there is a probability in favour
of p¥q. It seems impossible to have either (AAB)Apxq, or (AAB) % (pxq); the
uttermost we can assert is that (AAB) .-, (p¥q), and this, only when the condition

already mentioned is {ulfilled.

L, Let us not take up .-.”. To start with, we may point out that this is not
an implication in any strict sense; it might be cailed a sort of practical inference,
an inference which was originally probably only physiological, but which has since
become highly trained through the influence of civilization. All empirical krowled-
ge when applied to things not yet experienced involves this kind of inference; but
from the point of view of logical validity, it is highly problematical. There is in
the situation no evidence' of any necessity in uny strict sense, all that can be claimed
for it is a high or low degree of probability. It is something which in human
psychology represents expectation, but what is expected need not be realized.

There is generally no confusion telween “*'" and “.:.”" but there is confusion
g ]

between A" and *.".”" arising chiefly from the view that with regard to matters of
fact, there is no necessity. ““A” is an implication that is partly logical and partly
factual. Empirical knowledge has enabled us to classify men as animals, hence
being a man implies being an animal. If we are actually confronted with an
ethereal man we are quite justified in calling him either a devil or a god, Empir-
ically so far as we know, it is just as necestary for a man to be an animal as it is
for a green book to be colourcd. DBut a man need not remain a man, nor a green

.book cither green or a bock, Thire is however a probability that the status quo
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will be maintained, ‘and that probability is the source of the kind of inference

which we have symbolized as “.".”,
VI.

We shall now apply the above mentioned implications to the a and b relational
complexes,

A, We have alfead'y said that entities in relation are affccted by the relation,
they receive a relational property which they would not have received, if they had
not been related.  But what is the relation between A and B's being related and
the acquiring by them of the relational property? With regard to this question, [
confess that 1 am not sure of my ground. Sometimes I think in terms of a “A”
implication, but for the present I am inclined to think in terms of a “¥" implica-
tion, Possibly T had in.mind sometime ago the unotion that the acquisition of a
relational property is a characteristic of an existent entity; possibly 1 had felt that
the ascription of a relational property to an entity that may itself be non-cxistent
is meaningless, T am inclined to think at the present that whether or not there
are “A”s and *‘B’”’s, the very asscrtion of a relation between them implies their
acquiring a relational property of some kind. Our notion of a relation, though
vague, containé at least this point: that if a relation is at all significant, it must
give the terms related some kind of property which they would not have, had they
not been so rélated. This notion of relation justifies us in saying that the proposi-
tion asserting or sn:ppoéing a relation between A and B implies a proposition to the
effect that A and B acquire a relational property of some kind. Hence we may
have the following expression: | | |

a, ARB¥ARP,
b, ARB¥Agp.

B, If A receives a refational property by virtue of its rejation to B, then itis
relationally different from what it was when it bad not had that property. There
is again an implication involved, and like the one discussed in the preceeding

paragraph, it seems to be one that holds between propositions, Only in this case,
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it seems to be more obvious. The assertion with regard to any entity that it pcs-
sesses any kind of property whatever is significant only when some difference is
made by the property mentioned to the entity that is asserted to possess it. If the
assertion is at all significant as it is meant to be, then some kind of difference is
implied; the only question is whether the implied difference is relational. It can
not be argued that the difference implied is not relational, for a relational difference
in this connection is the minimum implied, And while it may be argued that more
than a minimum may be implied, it can not be argued that a minimum is not
implied; for the proposition asserting this minimal difference is, when the signifi-
cance of propositions is borne in mind, tautologiéal with the original proposition
asserting a relation between A and B, Hence we have the expression:
o, ARP¥ARPIA
b, ARP¥ARPTA

C, With regard to the qualitative difference, the question is quite other than
the above. We have noted qualitative equality in a relational complex, and
quaiiiative difference in & relational complex, namely, ARp= A in the former, and
Aip Ainthelatter. These differences may safely be attributed to the inherent
differences in the relational properties, But before we take up the question of
immplication, we have in pascing to indulge in a few remarks on qualitative equality
and difference, An assertion of qualitative equality as has already been pointed
out is tentative; like an assertion of qualittive difference, it is based on empirical
knowledge, but unlike the former, it only holds at a certain stage and with certain
kinds of experiences or experiments and may therefore be modified, or supple-
mented, or overthrown by subsequent and more delicate and detailed experiments. 1f
we divide experiments into varying degrees of crudeness and refinement, we may
say that an assertion of qualitative equality is {inal with respect to all the exper.i—
ments cruder than the one upon which the assertion is based, but tentative with
respect t9 all the experiments that are more vefined. A judgement of qualitative

difference on the other hand is just the reverse; it is tentative with respect to the
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crude, and final with respect to the more refined experiments.  Strictly speaking,
then, judgements of quality, in so far as their equality and difference are concerned,
are empirically both final and tentative in cpposite directions, and strictly speaking,
we have no ground upon which we can justify our preference for either of them,
But we have prejudices; somchow or other we have coine to believe that the more
refined an cxperiment is, the better it reveals reality. That being the case, we
have greater faith in a judgement of qualitative difference, since it is final with
respect to all the experiments more refined than the one upon which the judgement

is based.

In the case of the a rclational complex, we have a judgement of qualitative
equality. With the above prejudice in mind, we can not say that our judgement
is final, All that can be claimed is that there is a great probability in its favour,
especially when repcated experiments confirm it. Psychoicgically we expect ALP to
be qualitatively the same as A. They may be different, and their differences can
be and often are attributed to other factors than the mere fact of their Leing related
to each other. But we are not sure that the relation does not bring about some
kind of qualitative ditference not revealed or not yet revealed threugh further
expcrience or experiment, We may of course define an g relation as one in which
no qualitative difference is made to the entities related; hence if any qualitative
difference is revealed throvgh further experinient, then the relation involved 1is
simply not an a relation, Such a definition is open to the following objecticns. In
the first place, does the phrase “ro qualitctive difference beirg made’” refer to an
experience or experiment of a spceific degree of refinement? i so, a2 more refined
experiment may; result in an @ relation ceasirg to be such. Does t'e phrase refer
to any kind or digree of experience or experiment? If it does, the Cefinition would
be entircly abstract, since it does nct refer to a particular kind of expericnce, and
qualitative judgements would ccase to be cxperiential. We may in cither case
claim thut AP and A sktould Le qualitatively tle same, avd if as a matter of fact

they are rot, we may always claim that some factor other than the relation is
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responsible for the difference, In such a case we are merely substituting an
abstract qualitative equalitv for an experienced qualitative difference, and while
the substitution is justified when such a determining factor is found, it is not
justified if such a factor is not ascertained to be there. From all that has been
said above, it seems safe to conclude that the qualitative equality between Axp and
A is not certain but mercly probable. That is to say, given AsP, there is very high

probababity Aup and A are cqual. Hence we have the exprestion:
a, ALP .. ArP=A,

We may of course state the case ncgatively Instead of speaking in terms of
equality, we may speak in terms of inequality, Instead of saying that we expect
qualitative equality, we may say that we do not expect qualitative inequality. The
negative statement is probably strorger than the positive one from the point of
view of logic. We may say that if A and B are related by an a relation, it does

not follow that Axr and A are quatitatively different, We may have the expression:
¢, Aip A ArP¥A.

In the b relational complex we have a judgezient of inequality, that is, of
qualitative difference. Again with our prejudice in mind, we can say that a
judgement of qualitative difference is final. This does not mean that qualitative
difference in reality is always revealed in experience, it simply means that whenever
it is revealed in experience, it is also there in reality. In the b relational complex
the inequality of Aip and A is invariably found in experience so that a part of the
definition of such a rrlational complex is that entities that are its relata are qua-
litatively different from those that are not. Empirically a & relation, since it
involves a judgzment of inequality that is regarded as final, can always be establi-
shed; whereas an a relation, since it involves a judgement of equality that is
tentative, can not be empirically establichcd though the probability in its favour
may be such as to maks it practically certain. Since this is the case, a b relation

can be defined without reference to any tentative element in our judgement, and
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the implication in a & relational complex may be considered as one of factual
necessity. 'We may thercfore have the expression:
b, AxP A\ ARPXA.
E, We may summarize the above as follows:
a, ARB¥ARPKARPIA, ARP.  ARP=A;
"b, ARBrAipxAxpiA, ARPAARFEA.

So far we have been considering essentially individual relational complexes, at
least in so far as a relational complex is concerned. We may have the following
modifications:

a, A and B may be considered as classes, in which case the relational complex
having them as relata would be a class relational complex. The above formulae
still hold,

b, So far also we have been comparing ARP with A, either as difierent
stages of one individual, or different individuals of one class, We mav compare
Arp with anything whatever that has not the relational property which A has. If
X represents such a thing or a class of such things, we may transform the above
formuwae into the following:

a, ARPpARPLARPTX, ARPAARPAX;
b, ARBuATP#ARPTX, ALPAALPAX,

F, The kind of relation that a is is what we call an external relation, and the
kind of relation that & is is what we call an internal relation. The clear distinction
between them lies in the different implications or inferences concerning qualitative

equality and difference,

Those who maintain that all relations are internal in the above sense seem to
have been confused about implications as well -as about relationai and qualitative
differences. With regard to the @ relation, the internal relaticinists, without taking
notice of the empirical fact AsP=A, seem to have thought that since ArPIA is the
case, ARPXA must be true. Their confusion is two-fold. Th'y may have inferred -

*r

in the first place a “A” implication from a ¢4’ implication. But we have scen
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that that is possible only under a specific condition which must be satisfied before
the inference is valid, 1In the second place, they may have thought that i
implies =" since ¢’ does as a matter of fact imply 1", We will see in the
next section that although =" implics 1", there is no implication the other way
around.

a, Since the internal-relationists seem to have made the above two-fold
mistake, their view on internal relation (viz, our & relation) also becomes fallacious.
It is true that both relational and qualitative differences are involved in a b relation;
it is also true that both are implied by the internal relational property, but it is not
true that the former implies the latter. Qualitative difference between Anp and A

is an empirical fact, it is not inferred from the relational difference betweer them.

The internal-relationists seem to have been guilty of the following confusions.
1, “1" and =" are not clearly distinguished. )
2, Since "X’ implies “17, 1t is thought that “T"’ implies »=§"".

3, ARPXA is considered as being inferred from ArPIA and not as an empirical
fact.

4, Since under a certain condition, a **“.”’ can be inferred from a ‘“*¥", the

internal relationists perhaps thought that Are~\ARP*XA can always be inferred

from AkP¥ARPIA.

5, Since the latter is true of all relations, the former must also be; hence all
relations are internal in the sense defined.

b, Someof the external-relationists seem to have made the following mistakes;

1, *1” and “*" are also confused.

2, Since ‘%" implies “T”, some externial relationists probably draw the
conclusion that * ="’ implies “1".

3 Since they recognize the qualitative equality between AkP and A, they
probably think that they can not help concluding that Asp and A are relationally

also the same,

4, Since the above is the case, the somewhat careless conclusion is drawn
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that external relations do not result in any difference whatsoever being made to
their terms,
VII

From what has been said above, we can easily see that the two sources of
confusion are the different implications and the lack of a clear distinction between
qualitative and relational differences, The former has already been dealt with at
some length, but the latter needs a little more detailed consideration than has been
given in the preceeding paragraphs. The whole problem hinges on our view of
qualities and relations, and it is to thecse that we are now again turning our
attention.

Bradley said in the third chapter of his “Appearance and Reality”. **(Jualities
are nothing without relations” and further down ‘‘relation without quality is
nothing,” Bradley has always seemed to me to be more literary than Jucid, and I
can not claim that I understand what he means by these sentences, It seems that
the term relation has been used both as relational complexes and as relations pure
and simple, and the term qualities has been used both as entities and as qualities
pure and simple. It may be that relational complexes are nothing without entities,
that Bradley thought that relations are also notbing without qualities; and that,
since as a matter of fact entities are related in relational compiexcs, qualitics are
always related by relations, It is probably easy to argue from a synthetical de-
pendence of relational complexes upon both relations and entities to the impossib:-
lity of an analytical independence between relations and qualities; for it is easy to
forget that the whole is related to its parts in a way quite different from that in
which parts are related to each other., The whole depends upon the parts for the
kind of whole it is, but the parts do not depend upon each other for the kind of
parts they are,

Furthermore, even if relations and qualities were mutually dependent upon
each other, it does not mean that they are thus identified with each other. However

dependent each may be upcn the other for the relation that subsists bctween both,
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a husband is not his wife, nor an effect its cause, nor ys=t a son his father. It is the
identification that forms the subject of our discussion, and nothing short of such
identification would make any difference to the argument herein set forth, If rela-
tions and qualities are identified with each other, then relational equality would
mean qualitative equality, and relational difference qualitative difference; but if

they are not so identified with each other, no such inference is possible.

A, To start with, we have to admit that qualitative differences involve
relational differences. Whenever we experience qualitative difference, we can
always experience relational difference of some kind at the same time, This is
obvious, since gualitative differences can only be expenenced in finite time; and in
finite time, a change of temporal relations has already taken place. We may use
Venn’s notation and say (%) (I)=0 is true. Hence the proposition “3"”A“]1" is also
true. Does it follow then that our a relation, namely, cxternal relation, is impos-
sibje in the sense that it is contradictory? The answer to this question depends on
whether or not qualitative equality implies relational equality, when we grant that
qualitative difference implics relational difference. 1If qualitative equality implies
‘relational cquality, then AkP=A as an element in our a relational complex would
imply AkpIA. But a relational complex also involves AiPiA; hence a relation

would be contradictory and thus impossible. The prohlem then is whether “X’A

‘I implies **="A"1",

B, In order to tackle this problem, we may make use of the following eight

propositions employing Venn's notation for the sake of convenience.

A, (D) (3p)=0. A (%) (D)=0
E, (1) (*%)=0. E' (%) (D)0
I, (1) (%)>0. (%) (>0
0, (H(Fx)>0. 0 (%) (D)>0.

a, It is possible that both A and A’ are true propositions. ¥f so, qualitative

differences and relational differences are identical. Not only does *" imply «1”,
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but “¥'" also implies “="": not only does ‘=" imply “I"", but I also implies
*“=="", And external relations in the sense defined would be impossible,

b, TItis also possible that both E and E’ arc true. If so, there is no implica-
tion between relational and qualitative differences, and our definition of external

and interral relations hold.

C Tt is possible that qualitative and relational differences are neither identical
with, nor non-implicative of each other. 1f so, it is possible to have the following
possibilities:

a, All relational differences are qualitative differences. The following pro-
positions would then be true: 1, (1) (_‘-64), 2, (%) (1)>0, and 3, (%) (I)>0. Since
(1) {%)=0 is true, it follows that * *1’ imnlies """ is also true. Since -1’ implies
‘X' is true, it may happen that with a certain condition fulfilled, we can infer
from ARPIA,. ARP-A, and our view of external relations is impossible, since it
dffirms the former and denies the latter.

b, Relational and qualitative differences overlap, viz, some of the one is some
of the other, but neither is entirely the other. In this case the four particular
-propositions are true, and our definitions of internal and external relations remain
unaffected by any of the propositions.

- ¢, All qualitatative differences are relational differences. 1f so, the following
propositions are true: |, (%) (I)=0, 2, (I) (%)=0, and 3, (I) (*)=0. From (%)
(I)=0 we can infer that ‘" implies “I”, but from (i) (“%3>0 we can not infer that
oy implies %", If o7 implies «*=¢" is false, then ALPIA does not imply Axp=A,
and there is no contradiction in our view of external relation, At the same time,l :
although “I" implies ** = " s true, “ ="' implies "1 is false, so Arp=A does not
imply ArPIA, and the contention of some extreme external relationists that
extcrnal relations do not make any difference whatsoever to their terms can not be
admitted. | |

"D, That which is fatal to our view of external relations is the proposition

that all relationd differences either are or always involve qualitative differences. .
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We have seen that empirically all qualitative differences involve relational
differences; hence if we accept the above assertion, we are either identifying quality
with relation or asserting that they always involve each other, We are now con-
fronted with the fundamental contention upon which the claim of the internal-
relationists is based. In fact the proposition (1) (¥)=0 is tautoviogical with the
claim that all relations are internal. Have we then any reason for accepting this
proposition?

a, We may try tc answer this question from empirical evidence. Qualitative
equality or difference is a question of experience. If we refuse to admit this, we
may find that science and scientific precedure will be confronted with difficulties.
In experience qualitative difference does, involve relational difference, but in
experience the latter does not involve the former. What experience can prove is
the proposition that (%) (1)=0, it can not prove the propoesition (I} (¥) =0.
It it is claimed that experience is too crude, we can enlarge the term to
include scientific €xperiments, and the situation would remain the same as it was
before, If it is urged that scientific experiments are themselves crude in the sense
that infinitesimal differences are not revealed by them, it may be answered that the
suggestion is valid only when qualitative equality or difference is abstracted from
all its empirical bearings for the purpose of logical construction; but that if it is
not so abstracted, if, that is to say, qualitative equality or difference is to be

considered as anything that can be affirmed or denied by experience, then the

proposition (I) (F)=0 can never claim any empirical evidence whatsoever.

Thus far we have been saying that the above proposition can not be proved
empirically, Can it be disproved by experience? This question depends for its
answer upon whether or not relational differences are limited to those that are
empirical. So far as our present stage of civilization is concerned, even our
empirical relational differences are not accompanied by qualitative differences.
Relatively therefore to our present scale of expericnce, the propesition (1) {-56 =0

can be disproved empirically. But as we have already pointed out, our present
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mdgements of qualitative equality are tentative with respect to experiments more
delicate than those upon which the judgements are based. Tt is therefore possible
to have a line of demarcation dividing the comparartivcly crude from the com-
paratively refined experiments such that our judgements of qualitative equality
are final with respect to the former, and tentative with respect to the latter. It
1s possible for us to wake up some day to find our civilization sg far advanced, or
experiments so delicately adjusted and reliable, that fcr every empirical relational
difference some qualitative difference can be cxperienced. Thus if we limit our.
sclves to relational diffcrences that are empirical, our disproof of the proposition
(F) (%) = O can never be iinal. But fortunately or otherwise relational differences
are never so limited; some of them are ipdeed empirical, others are mercly inferred,
and in so far as some of them are beyond finite experience, those that are so can
never be expericnced. At the same time qualitative differences are nothing if not
empirical, Since experience is a serics of finite events, and experiments, no matter
how far advanced, must remain finite operations, not only can we never prove the
proposition (i) (¥)=0, but we canalso disprove it couclusively from the point
of view of our finite experience.

b, YWe have seen that so far as our experience is concerned there is no reason
whatever for accepting the propos.ition that ali relational differences involve qualita-
tive differences. And what is more there are reasons for rejecting it. But empirical
reasons need not be always applicable to the domain of logicai contruction, What
is empirically rejected need not be barred from entering into a theory or a system
as a fundamental postulate to which facts may be considered irrelevant as long as

it serves the function for which it is invoked. We hope to point out however that
even in this sphere of logical construction, we have no reason for acecepting the
proposition (T) (%) =0.

1, In the first place, we have no reason for rejecting the proposition (%) (1)
=0; hence if we accept (1) (%) =0, we are either identil ‘ug quality with relation,
or else asserting that they involve each other to the extent that each is not without

the other,
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2, Tf qualities and relations are identified with each other, then, for reasons
stated in section II of this article, we should not be able to know anything
whatever., Nature would indeed be a passage, but it would be such a passage that
no glimpse of it could ever be stolen. Hence pragmatically, irom the point of

view of convenience, the proposition (T) (%) = O should not be accepted.

3, Those who accept thie proposition (1) (?) =0 can hardly say anything in
its favour unless the theory of types takes the arguments supporting it out of the
universe of discourse of both relations and qualities. Whether such a defense 1s
possible or not, I have not thought sufficiently to say anything definite, If it is
open to the internal-relationists to invoke the aid of the theory of types, then their
arguments may be consistent, but what they say can never be true. Ii, on the
other hand, this defense is not open to them, then they can not argue at all, for
their arguments, themselves in the universe of discourse of relations and qualities,

would contradict the proposition for which these arguments are called forth.

Logically and pragmatically we see no reason for accepting the proposition
(1) (¥)=0. Since this proposition is rejected, we have no possibility either of
“I” implying X" or of =", implying “I", and our definitions of internal and
external relation can be established, TFor the purpose of reminding our readers we
repeat the formulae previously given.

a, ARBwARPXARPTA, ARP.-.ARP=A, ARPAARPXX.
b, ARB#ARPXARPTA, ARPAARPXA, ARPAARPX.

VIII

We shall now return to the problem of knowledge which may be made casier
by the above discussion. Knowledge is a relational complex with terms that are
themselves relational complexes thus involving a plurality of relations, Epistem-
ology will have to determine how these entities and relations are to be construed;
but for our present purpose, we shall consider the knower and the known as wholes

anited by a specific' relation, namely, that of knowing. Various theories have
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been put forth as to what kind of relation this specific one is, and some have
concluded that it is an internal relation in the sensc defined.

A, Is the knowledge-relation then internal or externa!l? If it is internal in
the sense of a b relation, then all the arguments set forth in section IT would render
knowledge very much of a fabrication of our brain. Unfortunately we can not
prove empirically what sort of relation our knowledge-relation is; we can not prove
that it is either intcrnal or external, At best we can only interpret it either as
the one or the other or something quite different from both. The conclusion arrived

at in this article is that it has to be interpreted as external.

a, But if all relations are internal, then the knowledge-relation must also be
internal, since no other aiternative is possible.

b, The purpose of this study is to disprove the proposition that all relations
are internal {in the sense of a b relation), and to establish at the same time the
proposition that some relations are external. If we are successful in this attempt,
we have at least two alternatives open to us for the interpretation of the knowledge-

relation,

¢, We have to stress the point that if we interpret the knowledge-relation as
internal or external, we can not prove or disprove it to be either the one or the
other.
B, Why do we interpret the knowledge-relation as external?

a, If it is regarded as internal, then we have no way of meeting the objections
of section II.

b, If it is regarded as external, then these objecticns can not be urged
against us.

¢, We can not prove the knowledge-relation to be external for the simple
reason that we can never compare any entity as knowledge-relatum with that
entity as an external object.
C, What We want to make use of in an external relation is simply Akp=A. If

A stands for any external object, K stands for the knowing faculty, tten ARA
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stands for the knowledge relational complex and Agrp stands for a knowledge
relatum. If the external object happens ta be this book on my desk, then the
book in knowledge is relationally different from the book out of it, but that does
not prevent us from inferring that the book as an external object and as a

knowledge-relatum are qualitatively the same. In aword, this book can be known

as an external object.
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