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1 cangive youno accompt of any thing to the Southward of
37, degreesy thofe few Ships , thathave adventuredto 37,
reporting the Winds and Seasfo raging, that none dare goe
furcher,

Some confiderations touching the variety of Slate, together with
4 computationof the Charges ingenerall , for Covering How-
[es therewiths by Mr. Sam. Coleprefs,

Hereas among the Mterials for Building, that for Co-
V &/ wering is not the leaft to be confidered , among the
kinds thereoi our Conury-flate is not to be defpifed, and that as
well for its Statelinefs , as Permanency 5 to which may be added
its Cheapnefs. The firft whereof needs no better Evidence,
thanthe Efteem,the {lated Heufes in orabout Zondos ( though
there are many of them ) generally meet with fromaall, that but
take notice of them, For the Second , we have fome forts,
which by the conjetures of the moft experienced Helliers ( or
Coverors with slat) have continued on houfes feverall hundreds
of years, andareyetas firm, as when firlt putup. And for
thethird, the computation of Charges ,annexed below , may
give fome hints, as eafily to guefs at the whole Charge thereby,
as compared with Tiling, Leadinz, Boarding &%, (comparatis
comparandis, )

I {hall therefore the lefs {cruple tooffer fome occafional Tti-
als( though common ones , for ought I know,) whereby the
firm and lafting goodnefs-of any Slate may eafily be experi=
mented and without expence,

1, Takethe thin cleft ftone , flat or thindle, and fo knock
it againft any hard matter, as to makeityielda found, If
the found begood and clear, that fore of ftone is not crazy, but
firm and good. Or

2, Ifin hewing it doesnot break before theedge of the s=&s
(the hewing inftrument of the Slatters) you may not much
doubt of the fi. mnefs of the Slat, Bue

3. Ifafter ic hath been exaétly weighed (and the accompt
thereof laid by )it beput, andfor 2, 4. or 8. hours left tore-
maine 21l under water in a veflel 5 and afterwards taken up
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and wiped very clean with cloaths, if thenit weigh more than
betore , ’tis of that kind, which imbibes water ,and therefore
not fo fit to endure any confiderable time without rotting the
laths and timber,

4. Thele Stones may be pretty well guefled at, whether
they be of a clofeor loofe texture, by their Colonr: For the
sverblackifh Blew is apteft totakeinwater 5 buc the lighter blew
is alwayes the firmeft and clofeft. To which may be added
theZowch; for, a goodftone feels fomewhat hard and rough ;
whereas an open ftone feels very {mooth, and as twere, oily.

5. Placeyour Stene longways perpendicular in the midft of
a Veflel of water ( no matter, how fhallow the water be , foic
exceed halfea foot depth;)and be fure,the upper un-immerfed
part of the Stone be not accidentaly wetted by the hand, o
otherwife; and fo let it remaineaday, or halfea day, or lefs,
Ificbe a good firme ftone, it will not draw ( as they fpeak ) wa-
ter above half an inch above the level of the water, and that
perhaps but ac the edges only, the parts of which might be
fomewhat loofen’d inthe hewing, But a bad ftone will draw
water up to the very top,be the flone as long as ic will, all over,

Asfor the Charges of Covering Houfes with Slate, they
may be thus computed,

fh~——=d,
1000, ot Efford [mdﬂ blew at the (hips fide in Pli- M
mouth harbor -——— - . .
1008, of Efferdlarge blew 9 — g,
1000, of Can pelme] — —— ~——— e

-—-7 0,
1000, Of fmall blew of other Quarries—: ——— g — - 0
1000" of large blew ———

3000, of {mall blew, accompted 2 Tuns in}
carriage by water-~—— - ———
1000, of largeblew, 1, Tun -
3000, of fmall will cover 2, Pedle of work at
' the fifth pin pline, — —— —
Every Pooleof work is either 6,foot broad and 14
footup, on both fides,or 168 footin lengch,
and one in breadth, - .

3000 of largewill cover 2, Pooles of piai%
work ~
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Hewing of all fotts of plain pelmell pey 4000 ~— g ——1¢

Pinning per 1600 8d: Pins p1000: 8d 1 — 4.

Three buthels ( Finchefer meafure ) of good Lime will rake
6. bufhels of frefh water fand,, and ferves to lay on one Poole of
work 5 though muchlefs may ferve the turn,

300 of lathesto every Poole of work,

1000 of Lath nailes to every 300 of Lathes,

lath 1.poole of work

{ :
Anable workman may ;gg]‘: nl ;‘ : gop(l);irf:;orc of ﬂ‘“egby the day.

pin 4000 J

Chequer-work confifts in Angles, Circles and femi-circles

¢ which requires no commonskill, and timein hewing and
laying,

yIt is wotthy obfervation, that if a fide-wall happen to take

wett by the beating of the weather, or the like, when no-

thirg elfe will cureit, our kerfeing with Slate ( which is much

ufed in the curious fronts of houfes, efpecially in Townes ) will

quickly remedy it,

Some Obfervations

Concerning the odd Turn of fome Shell-fnailes , andthe darting
of Spiders, made by an Ingénious Cantabrigian and byway
of Letter communicatedto Mr, I, Wray , who tranfmit-
ted them to the Publifber for the R, S.

Sir, '§ Can deny younothing, and you may doe what you
pleafe with the NotesI{end you, Youwould know
of me ( you fay ) what I have obferved concerning the 04d Tars
of fome Shell-(nailes withusin Englind , and the Darting of Spi-
ders,
I will tellyouthen ofthe fir#, that Lhavefound two forts
of them, eafily to be diftinguitht one from the other , and
fromajl befides, becaule the Turn of the wreaths is from the
right hand to theleft, contrary to what may be fcenin com-
mon Sneiles, They are very tmally and mighe therefore well
efcape thus long themore Curious Natura'ifts 5 neithero! them
muchexceeding , at left inthickne(s, 3large Q:t-corne,
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