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PREFACE.
" to*

The contradictoiy views of ihe conduct and diaracter of

President Lopez, taken by those who have felt an interest

in the struggle between the Paraguayans and the Allied

Powers opposed to them, have led me to think that a short

work, written by one who has resided eleven years in Parap

guay, might not be unacceptable. Having been engaged

in the defence of the country, I am enabled to give

Ibentic information on the subject.

As will be seen from the following narrative, I consider

liopez to be a monster without a parallel, but I did not

discover his character before the latter end of 1868.

All his outrages at the commencement of the war I only

heard by vague rumours. His manner, however, was

such as entirely to dispel and throw discredit on any

whispers which might be uttered against hha* Latterly,

however, I have received overwhelming corroborations

of what I have stated against him in the early part of

the book.

The mode in which President Lopez began the war on

the Argentines was outrageous, but with Bradl war was

apparently unavoidable ; and had he not commenced the

war when he did, Brazil would have taken Paraguay at a

disadvanti^e.

My personal motives for taking a part in the war were

not, however, so much political as physical* 1 wanted
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vi PBBFAGE.

change of airi and I was glad of the opportanity ofjoining

what then promised to be only a military promenade over

several hundred niile& Interested motives I had none, for

I received no angmentation of salary ; andwhen the Secret

Treaty was published, it gave me a further zest to fight

for Paraguay, as I believed, from the terms of the Pxo-

tocol, that she mnst either fight or be absorbed.

It was not my intention to have written the follo^ving

account of the war until President Lopez should have

been deposed by the Allies. They appear, however, to

be in no way anxious to put an end to the fearful sacri-

fice of life which has been going on in Paraguay for four

years and a half; and, considering that the following nar-

rative might have some effect towards urging them to

conclude the war, and thus save the lives of the women
and children in Paraguay, who must now be dying of

mere starvation, I have endeavoured to give an xma-

domed statement of facts.

Although I can speak of the despot, who has used

them for the purposes of his own selfish ambition, only

with the greatest horror and aversion, for the Para-

guayans ihemselyes I have the most firiendly feelings

;

and I think I may say that I have done my duty to-

wards them, having, as fieur as I could, alleviated the

misery of the military life of those who were under my
orders, and having been able to save many of their lives.

For some of the information respecting the Allies, I

am indebted to files of the Buenos-Ayrean Standard,

Tribuna, and Nacion Argentina,

Lcxhdok:

Jm 18» 1869.
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WAR IN PARAGUAY. *. :

CHAPTER L

GEVXBAL NOnCB 07 THB BELXieERBNT P0WSB9, AND SKETCH 07 XHB
HXBTORT OP PABAGrAT VP TO THE COMMSSCEaHaSfT OP THE WAB.

Paraguay*, the Argentine Confederation, the Banda
Oriental, and Brazil, are four States in South ^Vm erica,

which, frpm their topographical position, are obliged to

hold a certain amount of intercourse, which each of them

would gladly dispense ivith, as their inhabitants cordially

dislike each other. The £rst three are peopled by a '

mixture of Spaniards with the aboriginal races, aud the

fourth by a mixture of Portuguese with the same, and
with negroes.

Brazil has^ since she was first colonised by the Portu-

guese, been chiefly engaged in the slave-trade, and in the

cultivation by slave-laboar of produce for exportation to

Europe. She has had no foreign ^vars, excepting a few

skirmishes with her neighbours, always carried on abroad,

and a few small and weak revolutions have been quickly

put down by a free Government, by bribery, bbA not

by fighting. The number of negroes imported, and tiie

degrading iuiluences to which they have been subjected

* Biragoay : Pard» the sm ; yuo, pertuniiig to ; y (pioBoUMSed «), nvet \
or water. Litemlly, ' the river peitaining to the sea.' '
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• • •

as slaves, have lowereA.the Brazilians (as a race) very far

in the scale of•jHii't^anity.

The Ac^oii^ikes and Orientals (as the inhabitants of

the Baiida Oriental are called) are very similar races

—

^^(^.meii*aiid women—showing veiy lit^e of the Indian,

•'•flcfcepting the Gauchos and the Correntinos, who have

'•much more Indian than 8{)anish blood. These two nations

have continually been iighting; when not fighting with

each other they have fought at home, generally cutting

the throats of the prisoners they took in battle*

Paraguay, since itwas first conquered by the Spaniards,

had been in a state of profound |icace, if we except au

expedition of a few hundred men under General Belgrano,

sent by Buenos Ayres, at the beginning of this century.

This expedition fought two so-called battles, in both of

which Paraguay claimed the victory. The first, however,

after crossing the River Parand*, at the River Tacuari,

must have been a drawn battle, or more probably a defeat

for the Paraguayans ; as after it the Argeutiues marched

on a distance of 260 miles throught the heart of the country,

to the plain of Paraguaxi, where they were beaten by the

Paraguayans, who had only sticks and stones to oppose

to the arms of Belgrano. This is the only instance, before

the present war, in which Paraguay had been invaded by

a foreign force.

In the wars of Bosas, Paraguay sent a few men to

Corrientes, under Lopez, then a lad of 18, and ' General-

in-Chief of the i^araguayan Armies,* but there was

no fighting ; so that, before the present war, the Para-

guayans may be said to have been quite unac<][uainted

with the science of war.

The race of men in Paraguay was physically a finer

race than those of the other States mentioned, and was

* Pam, the sea; »a, like. Literally') ' liko the sea*.
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JlSSt'IT MISSIONABIES. S

divided into four classes, viz:—Wliite, Mulatto, Indian,

and Negro—the second being a mixture of either the third

or fourth with the first. The ' White,' the aristocracy of

Faraguayy was descended from the origiiial Spanish

inyisiders, who married Indian women. The descendants

of these marriages have only intermarried themselves, or

with fresh European blood, admitting no more of the

Indian. Mulattoes could not be ordained priests

—

Indians might.

Almost immediately after the discovery of Paraguay

the Jesuits settled there, and built a church (1588). At
this time the Spaniartls, who governed the country, were

treating the Indians very badly, and using them as skves.

The Jesuits wrote to their Home Government and com-

plained of this, and the Govemment of Paraguay was re-

)Cj)rimanded, and the Jesuits ordered to use their best endea-

vours to eivilise the Indians and to treat them kindly.

The Jesuits thus got a standing in the country, and

turned it to good account. They built villages called

* Missions,' far enough away from the Spanish Govern-

ment to have no fear of being disturbed by it in their

labours. These villages were from ten to twentv miles

apart, so that the communication between them Avas easy.

Here they collected the Indians, and taught them reading

and writing. They reduced to a system of writing the

unwritten Indian language, Guarani (spoken by all

Paraguayans), and printed grammars, dictionaries, missals,

&c., in that language. They taught the Indians all the

/Strades, and built churches containing some fine wood-

carving, gilding, matting, &c.—the work of their disciples. .

l^They brought the Indians to a more than militaiy state
]

A. of discipline and obedience, under which they gradually

abdicated reason and thought, and did what they were

Y' ordered, without thinking whether their masters had the

right or not to order them.

B S
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4 THE WAB IN PARAGUAY.

^ In 1767 the Jesuits were ordered to leave the country

by the Spanish Governmont, and they deserve i;reat ap-

plause for avoidiug bloodshed; as, by their influence over

the people, they could have easily withstood the Govem-

^ ment and icmained masters of the country. They had

done a great deal of good m Paraguay, by civilising the

Indians and protecting them from the Spaniards; but

though they probably had ambitious views, they were not

prepared to enforce them at the cost of so much life as

would have been lost had theyof^osed the Government.

After the expedition of General Belgrano, and in the

same year (1811), a quiet revolution, (lin ing which^ota
drop of blood was shed^as got up ; the result being the

appointment of two Counsellors^ to assist the Spanish

Governor (Yelasco) in forming a new Government. One
of these was the famous Dr. Jos^ Gaspar Francia. These

three ruled mildly till 1813, when Francia and Yegros

were chosen Consuls. Yegros died shortly after (he is

said to have been put out of the way by Francia), and

Francia then called together a congress^ and had himself

named Dictator—^first for two years, and shortly after-

wards for life.

He now began his terrible system of tyranny. He
first instituted so perfect a system of espionage, that no one

saying a word to his nearest relations could feel safe that

it would not be reported to Francia. Everyone supposed

to be against the Government, even only in Ihought, was
thrown into prison, and some of them sliot (^especially the

more influential men of the country), and their property

confiscated. Francia was in continual fear of being

-assassinated; and when he rode in the streets, everyone

was obliged to hide, even women, for his escort used to

beat everyone found in the streets when his Excellency

passed.

He closed the whole of Pai-aguay, by laud and by water.
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to all communication from abroad, placing guards and ^
*

piquets ail around the iiontiers. He prohibited ingress )C V,

and egress^ both of persons and goods; and anyone /

found attempting to leave the country, or to send money «
,

out of it, was shDt. A ship was now and then allowed to f

;

go to Paraguay with goods, for which Francia paid in

Yerba (the tea of the country), but any other foreignei*s

who came within his gra«p, he detained in the country.

He made a law prohibiting the intermarriage of Whites,

Blacks, Indians, and Mulattoes ; and declared several of

the chief families, whom he disliked, to be Mulattoes^so

that the y should not marry,—for no White Paraguayan

would degrade himself or herself by marrying wijh

one of a lower caste. He expected thus to exterminate

those families, but the Spanish law of legitimacy enabled

them to marry after his death, and so legitimise th'eir

childi tjii. Marriage generally was discouraged by Francia,

and hence arose the immorality to which the lower classes

gave way, though rarely the higher. Their morals were

not, however, in reaUty so bad as would be supposed ; for

although the marriages were not celebrated in church,

the women were nearly as faithful as if they had b^een

regularly married, with the difference that, as the tie Avas

not irrevocable, when twopeople found they did not agree

well they separated.

Francia died in 1840, 85 years of age. He was buried

under the altar in the Encamacion Church, at Asuncion

;

but his remains were afterwards dug out, and flung into

the river, by men whose families he had wronged. Three

of the principal men of Paraguay were to have been shot

the m(^nxiig-lie died, but the order for their execution

was never carried out.

A congress was assembled, and Carlos Antonio Lopez

and Roque Alonzo were cliuscn Consuls. The second of

these was a good man, and well spoken of by ail who
|
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TH£ WAR IN PARAQUAT,

knew him ; but he had not strength of mind enough to

keep up with Lopez, who soon turned him out, and

remained alone in the GoTemment. At first the^ both

signed in one line, denoting equality of power. Soon

afterwards Lopez signed first, and Alonzo unckineath him,

as second ; but at last Lopez eaid to Alonzo, * Andate,

barbaro ' (Go away, barbarian), and had himself elected

President for ten years by a congress, which he called

together in 1844. In this conglress, and in others,* laws

were passed, of which the fullovviiig are extracts :—

Frem the * Siatuiesfor the Administratum of Justice^

Koyember 24, 1842.

Art. 71.—' The pain of torture and confiscation of goods is

abolished.'

From the * Decreefor Abolishing Slavery^ Nov. 24, 1842.

The Snpreme Gorenmient of the Republic of Fkkraguay ac-

cords and decrees . .
*.

Abt, 1.—'From the first of Jamiary of the year 1843, the

wombs of tibe femi^ slaves shall be free, and any children they

haye after that date shall be called libertos of the Bepublic of

Paraguay.*

Abt. 2.—^'The liberies ore obHged to senre their masters till

the age of 25 the males, and 24 the females.'

From the ^Approbation ' of the Message to Congress. .

Art. 29.—' From the first of next month the salary of the

First Consul will be 4,000 hstrd dollars per annnm, and that

of the Second Consul 3,000/

* An unlticky member of one ol tho oongntiei Tcntured to wbii^er to

his neighbour during the gittaag, and was ignominiooily tiini«d out bj
Lopez.
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LEGISLATION, • 7

From the ^Act ofIndependence ofParaguayy^o\, 25, 1842.

Art. 2.—' The Bepublic of Paragnay Bhall never be the

patrimouy of one person or ftmily.*

From the * Instructions of the Police,^ June 15» 1843*

Art. 37.—* It is absolutely prohibited to spcakof the pajrtios

and of the civil war which, sad to say, is breaking up the

neighbouring provinces, and insults and threats to the refugees

of either party will not be permitted. Those who wish to Hve
in this Bepnblio must nnderstand that they have to keep pro-

found silence concerning the oocnrrences and parties on the

other side, in Oorrientes, and the Oonunissary of Police will

advise all foreigners and refugees that we wish here to know
nothing of their disastrous hatreds and rancours, and those

who do not like it may retire at once from the country.*

From the * Law EstahUshin^ the PoUtieal Administration

of the MepubUc ofParaguay/ March 16j 1844.

' ' CHAFTBB TO.

^ Of the AUribuies of the President of the Bepublie,*

Art. 1.—' Thb authobitt or tbs PKEsiDSirr ofthb Republic

18 BXTBJLOBDIKABT IN GISBS OF IBTASIOK, IHTBBIOB COHMOHON, ABD }

AS OFTEN AS FT MAT BE NBCESSABT FOB THE CONSEBYATION OF THB
j

ORDER AND PUIiLIG TRANQUILLITY OP THB RbPUBLIO.* f

Art. 9.—*He declares war and peace, and takes upon him-

self the responsibility of all measures which may tend either

to war or peace.'

Art. 17.—*He can celebrate concordats with the Holy

Apostolic See, grant or refuse his consent to the decrees of

the Councils and any other ecclesiastic constitution, give or re-

fbse the exequatur to the Pontifical Bulls or Briefii, without

which requisite no one will comply with them.'

Art. 18.«—' He is the private judge of thecauses reserved in

the statute of the administration ofjustice.'
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8 THK WAS IN PABA6UAY.

OHAFTEB ym.

Art. The Ministers of State will have no other style

than ''yoii«" and can give no order without the approbation

fold consent of the President of the Republic*

Amr. 4.—* They inll receive the compensation which the

Pjresident of the Repoblic shall assign to them.'

From the ' Reform of some of the Fricilcgcs of the Reverend
Bmkops,' November 3, 1845.

* ThePresident of the Kepublic of Paraguay eunsidermg t hat,

at the same time that he has accredited himself by his zeal I'or

religious worsliip, he must also take care that no employe of

the Church api)car eltlier there or in the streets, exalting him*

self above the Supreme National Govemmoot, decrees :—
Art. 1.— * Any and every ringing of beUs is prohibited on the

Bishop's enter ing and leaving the Chnrch.'

Abt. 2.—' It is likewise forlndden to kneel in the streets, or

in any other place, when the Bishop passes.'

Abt. 3.—' He will not use a throne, nor a robe, either in or

out of the chnrch.'

Having thus got the absolute power legally into his

bands, he began to make an army to sustain it. This

will be described further on.

His famUy was poor when he first entered the Govern-

ment, and he himself, in Francia's time, was a poor lawyer

glad to get a ciullar fee. Carlos Antonio Lopez was mar-

ried to Dona Juana Carnllo. Both of them were * wliite,'

and both extremely stout. They had five children : three

sons—Francisco Solano^ Benancio, and Benigno—and
two daughters—^Inoceneia and Bafaela, all of them yery

stout. Lopez 1. began his reign by pushing his children's

fortunes in a most uiiscrupuloua way. He made his

eldest son (afterwards Lopez IL) General-in-Chief of the
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Till': LOPEZ FAMILY. 9

army and INIinister of War. From an early acre this young

man was entrusted with a great deal of the executive

power by his father, who used sometimes to pay him an

official Tisit, on which occasion the folding-doors were all

thrown wide open with a rush, as he need to take his son

by surprise. His second son, Benancio, was made colonel,

and commander of the garrison of Asuncion. The third,

BenignOf was made major in the army, but not liking it

was promoted to be Admiral of the Fleet. This post, how-
ever, he also resigned, preferring a roving life. He was

the fzreat favourite of the old man. Each of tlie sons

had a separate house and establishment ; and tliey were

all noted for their libertinism, especially the eldest and

the youngest.

This unlimited authority of Lopez, which the sons

also exercised under his auspices, made people very

much afraid of saying or doing anything to incur their

displeasure. They all got rick very quickly by every

means in their power. They used to offer a price for

cattle far below the market price> and which people were
afraid to refuse. They then sent the cattle to market and

sold them at any price they liked, as no one was allowed

to sell cattle in the market when any belonging to the

President's family w«re there. T% also bou^t pro-

perty at the same low prices ftom private people and from

the Government. The ladies of the family established an

exchange, where torn paper-money, which would no longer

pass, was bougl>t at a discount of sixpence in the dollar,

and by their connection with the Government they changed

it at the treasury for new paper of the full value. They
also lent money on jewellery at a large profit, and any-

thing they liked they kept, without any reference to the

owner's wishes. I

Lopez I. kept up, though not to so great an extent, the

system of spies begun by Francia, as alsothat of impriaon-
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ing people on suspicion of their not being favourably in-

clined towards bim.

Notwithstanding all the selfishness of Lopez I., his

Government was comparatively a good one for Paraguay,

Probably in no country in the world has life and property

been so secure as all over Paraguay during his reign.

Grime was almost unknown, and when committed, imme-

diately detected and punished. The mass of the people

was perhaps the happiest in existence. They had hardly

to do any work to gain a livelihood. Each family had

its house or hut in its own ground. They planted, in

a few days, enough tobacco, maize, and mandioca for

their own consumption, and the crop hardly wanted look-

ing at till it was ready to be gathered. Having at every

hut a grove of oranges, which form a considerable article

of food in Paraguay, and also a few cows, they were

almost fhrbughout the year under little necessity of

working. The higher classes, of course, lived more in

the European way, many families being very well off and

comfortable.

Everybody was liable at any moment to have himself

and his property pressed into the public service, without

payment, at the call of any judge of i3ie peace ; but this

power was not generally abused in the old man's time.

He w^ould allow only his own family to tyrannise over the

people to any great extent. As to most Paraguayans the

idea of the sum of human happiness is to lie down all day

on a 'poncho' in the shade, and smoke and play the guitar,

they may be considered to have been very happy, as they

had little else to do.

The Paraguayans were a most hospitable people. They
receiyed anybody who called at their houses, whether

known or not, with the greatest kindness, and set their

very best before them, giving them the best hammock and

room in the house, and would generally give a dance in
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the evening when they had visitors. They never expected

any c* •mpensation, and the better classes would have felt

insulted had it been offered them.*

The Paraguayan costume was, for the men, a tall black

hat, Budi as is at present worn in Europe, a shirt with the

front and cuffs beautifully embroidered, a pair of white

^ drawers, with a foot of fringe down to the ground, and

three or four inches of embroiderv above the fringe. Over

these a ' chiripa ' or sort of sheet, wrapped round the legs

from the waist down to above the embroidery on the

drawers, and seeured by a scarlet silk sash ; no shoes, and

a ' poncho ' hanging over the shoulder. The women wore

a white chemise with short sleeves, embroidered and e(lp!;ed

with lace, and the top of the chemise embroidered all

round in black silk. They wore nothing over their

chemise down to the waist, where a scarlet sash secured a

white petticoat embroidered with a broad black band half-

way down. They had no shoes. These costumes were

only worn by the country people and by those of the

lower dass in town. The women's chemises, called tupoi,

are very beautiful and look charming. The ladies and

gentilemen in town dressed like Europeans, and the ladies

showed generally very good taste. They were very

ladylike and graceful, and anyone going to a ball in

Asuncion might have almost imagined himself in Paris.

In 1845, Lopez I. declared the country open to for-

eigners both for trade and residence. They were not,

however, allowed to hold real property in Paraguay, nor

to marry with the natives without a special license from

the Government, which was not easily obtained. The
fonn to be gone through was to make a petition to Go-
vernment for the permission to marry, citing two witnesses

* The Paraguayans lived in such a simple way, and carod for so few 1 |

luxuries, that the mode of living heie described quite satisfied them : thoy « ^
knew of nothing better.
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who were to swear that they knew the petitioner to be a

bachelor. Lopez generally kept people waiting a few

months for the answer, which was often a negative, and

sometimes he took the opportunity of insulting the peti*

tioner. Once a Spaniard (of very small stature) who
made the petition^ received^ aAer waiting three months^ the

following answer endorsed on the petition:—* Notwith-

standing that the insolvent little Gallego* N. ^S. came to

this country^ as all foreigners do, to try his fortune, he is

yet permitted, as a special favour, to marry the distin-

guished young lady M. M.'

In 1849, a Paraguayan expedition was sent to Conientes

under General Lopez, and returned shortly afterwards

without having been in action.

The first differences with Brazil arose about the fron-

tiers on the North) in 1850, Brazil dauning the Bio Apa
as her houndary, and Paraguay claiming the Rio Blanw.

Brazil occupied the Pan de Azucar, a sugar-loaf hill in

the disputed territory, and was driven out of it by the

Paraguayans. The matter was allowed to rest herc^ and

a treaty was made^ leaving the boundary question open.

Since then Paraguay has always occupied the disputed

territory.

Lopez 1. got into hot water with all the Powers he had

anything to do with. lie was of a petulant temper, and

disliked foreigners generally, though he treated them well,

probably from haying a notion that their goyemments
were stronger than he. He generally got out of his

troubles by paying whatever was demanded when the

ministers went to arrange the questions. When he came

into power the treasury was immensely rich in doubloons

and dollaro, and in silver and gold plate. Most of these

riches had been confiscated by Francia from private

people, and from the Jesuits, who had immense quan-

tities of church-plate.

* Gallego, inhabitant of QaUicia ; and a Utsparagiug term.
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In 1854, Lopez sent his son, General Lopez, to Europe,

as minister to the dii^'erent courts* He was eighteen

months in Europe—^in England, France, Spain, Germany,

and Italy. In this trip he picked up a great deal of supers
j

ficial knowledge, and some polish. It was by seeing the

European armies, ])robabIy, that he imbibed a notion of

imitating them, and playing Napoleon in South America.

His mission had no particular object beyond bringing

Paraguay before Hie world.

In 1858, Lopez L put some twenty people in prison

for an alleged conspiracy to shoot hiin in the theatre.

One of these was a British subject, Canstatt, who escaped

through the exertions of Mr. Henderson, the British

consul, and through the forcible measures taken by the

Admiral in the Biver Plate, who stopped and detained in

Buenos Ayres the Paraguayan war-steamer ' Tacuari,'

when she was leaving that port, having on board General

Lopez, who had been mediating successfully between the

two parties of a revolution in the Argentine Confedera-

tion* General Lopez landed, and went overland to Santa

¥6, where he embarked on a vessel for Asuncion. As
soon as Lopez I. heard of the detention of the * Tacnarr,*

he released Canstatt from prison, and vented his rage ou

two gentlemen named Decoud, belonging to one of the first

Paraguayan families, who were shot by his order. This

was, perhaps, the only great atrocity committed during the

the reign of Lopez I., besides one on the Indians of the

Chaco, who were invited over the river to make a treaty

with the commander of Villa Oliva, wlio, having got a

great number of them into a room, murdered them in cold

blood. This, however, probably was done by the com-
mander on his own authority.

Ou the whole, Lopez I. did his countiy a great deal of

good. He opened it to commerce, and built arsenals,

steamers, and railways. No taxes were ever levied in
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CHAPTER IL

OP THE CAUSES WHICH LED TO THE rAKAGUAYAX WAR, AND THE
COMM£NCEiaiKiSX OF XU£ SAM£ BY LOPEZ II. AGAINST BRAZIL.

LopJtiZ I. had fortified a bend in the River Paraguay,

near its mouth, with a few batteries, which were oontinii<-

aliy but slowly augmented, and a trench was dug on the

land Bide enclosing the rear of them. These batteries com-
manded the whole bend of the river, and Paraguay made
all vessels anchor and ask permission before they could pass

up the river. As this was the only practicable road which

Brazil had to her proTince of Matto-Grosso, she naturally

disapproved of the stoppage of the river, and gradually

accumulated large military stores in Matto-Grosso, witili

the view, no doubt, of some day destroying Humait^,

which was the name of the site where the batteries were

erected. Brazil had a similarly-placed fort on the river,

higher up, called Coimbra, which all vessels going to

Matto-Grosso bad to pass. This, however, had nothing

to do witli Paraguay, as it did not disturb her traffic.

These batteries, and the boundai y question, were continu-

ally producing ' misunderstandings * between the Govern-

ments, which made it evident that a war must break out

some day, as neither side would surrender what it consi-

dered to be its rights. The war, however, was beojun by
Lopez, both against Brazil and the Argentine Confedera-

tion, and without any regular declaration of war. He
went a roundabout way , with the intention of declaring

war in a civilised manner^ but could not resist the temp-
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tation to profit hy the carelessness of his opponents^ and

seized their steamers in time of peace. The way in which

the war was really begun, and its ostensible causes^ were

as follows :

—

On April 17, ISC3, General Flores, a Oauoho, head of

one of the political parties of Monte Video, and an etHe,

started in a small boat from 4he gasworks at Bnenos

Ayres with four companion?, and. landed in Monte Video,

to make a revolution. Thiti was done only to get the

Government into his own hands. When the Gauchos had

been quiet for a few months, they only wanted a leader

to stir them up agun to iheir unceasing civil warfare.

He soon collected a few Gauchos, and was supplied with

arms and ammuoitinn from-the A\ ar Department of Buenos

Ayres, a State then at peace with Monte Video. The
revolution gained ground very slowly, and the Govern-

ment was not strong enough to put it down.

Brazil took advantage of the state of the Banda Orien-

tal to urge claims against the Government f >r damages

to some Brazilian subjects inhabiting it, and who were

said to have been some of them staked out on the ground,
;

and some murdered, the Oriental Government taking noi

steps to discover or punish the offenders.

Paraguay began active preparations for war in the be-

ginning of 1864, and in March of the same year Lopez

established a military camp at Cerro-Leon, where 30,000

men, between the ages of sixteen and fifty, were drilled

for soldiers. At the same time recruits were drilled to

the number of 17,000 at Encamacion, 10,000 at Hu-
maita, 4,000 at Asuncion^ and 3,000 at Concepcion. In

all about 64,000 were drilled in the six months, from

March to August 1864, without counting about 6,000

who died in that period. Before these preparations began,

the army was about 28,000 strong, and had one general,

Lopez.

c

f
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18 THE WAR IN PiOtAGUAT.

The Paraguayan tamy was organised on the Spanish

system, and obeyed the Spanish ordinances. Its pay was

nominally seven dollars a month to a private soldier, but

he only received it every two months. It was paid a third

in silver^ a third in paper^oney^ and a third in goods^

which tlie soldiers were allowed to choose from a Govern-

ment shop kept for that purpose. After the war had

begun, however, the army reeeived no pay, but during

the whole of the war Lopez ordered them three * gratifi-

cations/ each one equal to about a month's pay.

Brazil also continued her preparations for war, and in

March, 1864, she got out her first ten Whitworth guns.

The Buenos Ayrean press became very much alarmed

at the recruiting at Cerro-Leon, though they knew that it

was intended only for Brazil, and they considered Para-

guay, from her traditions and position, tobe a natural ally

of 'die Argentine Confederation.

The preparations in Paraguay were being carried on

on a great scale for that country. A telofrraph line was

laid down from Asuncion to Paso la Patria, 270 miles,

the work taking ten months. A large manufactory of

leather accoutrements was established, where saddles,

belts, cartouche-boxes, &c were made, and sent by rail-

way to Cerro-Leon,

In the same year, the Paraguayan Government sent a

note to the Argentine Grovemment, complaining of the

assistance and countenance given by that Gbvemment to

the rebel Flores, and asking explanations about the

arming of tlie island of jNlartin Garcia. This is an ;

island at the mouth of the Rivers Parang and Uruguay,

[
and commands the navigation of them both—and, con-

sequently, that of Paraguaj, In Lopez' hands it would

haye been to Paraguay what Hnmait& was to Matto-

Grosso. By its geographical position it belonged to the "

Banda Oriental, but it was (and still is) held by Buenos
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Ayres. The Argentine Government promised explana-

tions, but in ten weeks they had not sent them, and

Paraguay wrote again. Buenos Ayres, however, evaded

the question. These occurrences did not tend to improve

die feeling between the two Gk^vernments^ which was

never very good.

In July, Brazil, in order more strongly to urge her

claims, invaded the Banda Oriental by land, but stopped

near the frontiers ; and none knew whether she would

take any part in the revolution^ or merely forward her

own claims. At the end of the month, however, she

sided Avith Flores, but without giving him any help be-

yond her mere countenanre, Buenos Ayres, about the

same time, sent Flores 2,000 men, but without acknow-

ledging the fact

At length, on August 4, Saraiva, the Bnudlian Pleni-

potentiary in the Biver Plate, sent an ultimatum to llie \
Monte-Videan Government, demanding the payment of

the claims, and the punishment of the authorities who
had committed the barbarities complained of on Brazilian

subjects, and ilireatening to make reprisals.

Before this time, the Paraguayan Gt)vemment had been

corresponding with the MoMle-Vi<l( ;in minister residing

at Asuncion, leadingr him to believe that Paramiav would

assist the Monte-Videan Government. When the news

of the Brazilian ultimatum reached Paraguay, the

resident Oriental minister proposed to the Paraguayan

Government to intervene in the affairs of the River

Plate, with ships and men. The Parasruayan note,

in reply to this request, is a most extraordmary document

;

but, from its length, it cannot be here inserted whole.

Under pretext of recalling the antecedents, for the

better understanding of the case, it discloses all the

diplomatic confidences of the Oriental minister. Among
other revelations^ it states that the Monte-Videan minister,

C 2
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in his official capacity, bad propoeed to make an alliance,

offensive and defensive, against the Arn;entine Govern-

ment ; that the same minister liad stated that the island

of Martin Grareia belonged, of right, to Monte Video,

offering, in case his Government seized the island,

to keep it neutral ; that the Oriental mimster had pro-

posed to go to Monte Video, and thence dispatch an

emissary to Ci)iitliir^t an intrigue with Urquiza (chief

of the State of Eutre-Hios), and try to induce him

\ to declare against the Government of the Argentine Con*

\ federation, and pronoimce in favour of Monte Video*
^ The Pan^ayan minister, Berges, finishes his despatch

by sayin^:^, that he does not think it convenient that his

Government should intervene, as Monte Video pro-

poses, and send ships and men to the Biver Plate ; but

that the equiUbrinm of the River Plate being essential to

the wellbeing of Paraguay, that country reserves to

itself to secure that result by its own independent action.

Having thus disposed of his allies, Lopez, on the same

day (August 30), by his mimster, Berges, wrote to Mr*
/ Vianna de Lima, Brazilian resident minister in Asunciop,

/ protesting agamst the threatened reprisals, by BrazO,

in Oriental territory.*

On September 1, Mr. Viauna de Lima answered, that

no consideration would stop his Government in tiie exe-

cution of the saered duty of protecting the lives and

interests of its subjects. Berges replies, on the 3rd, that

if the Bnualians take the measures protested i^ainst, his

Government will be under the painful necessity of making

its protest effective.

Demonstrations were now made in Paraguay (of course

by order of the Government), in favour of the protest

A body of the chief men of Asui^cion went to the

Palace and declared their adhesion. They then went,

* 8ee A^endijc, No. I.
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with a piquet of soldiers, from the Palace to the Govern-

ment Square^ in procession. Here they hoisted the

Paraguayan flag, under a salute of 21 guns ; and after-

%varcls all the town took to dancing, drinking, and serenad-

ing—'by order, of course. Everyone, high and low, was

obliged to assist at these frolics, under pain of being

reported bythe police as unpatriotic, which was equivalent,

for the la^es, to being banished to the wilds, and for the

men, to being inii)risonccL Dee[) family affliction was no

excuse for being absent from the revels.

Written manifestoes were made out, and signed by

everyaney offering their lives and goods to sustain the

cause. Even ladies and children were obliged to sign

these documents ; and they were got up in all the towns

and villages of Paraguay, so that no one remained in the

country who had not signed away his life and bis property,

without knowing why. The written manifesto of Asun-

cion was taken by all the citizens to Lopez, and read to

him ; and he answered as follows s

—

' In the name of tbe country, I tbank you, citizens,

for the solemn manifestation you have made me, and

the chief importance of which consists in the sincerity

and spontaneousness of which you appear so justly

proud. As a magistrate, and as a Paraguayan, I congra-

tiilate myself on receiving here your eloquent adhesion to

the policy of tbe Government, by surli an explosion of

patriotism as tbis numerous assembly represents. On
account of the attitude assumed by the Bepublic in these

solemn moments, we shall perhaps have need of you to

make heard the voice of our fatherland* It is time that

it should be beard.

* Paraguay must no longer consent to be lost sight of,

when tbe neighbouring States are agitating questions

which have more or less a direct influence against her

dearest rights*
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*0n assuming the attitude which has called forth your

generous adhesion and offerings, I have not deceived my-
self as to the seriousness of the situation ; hut your union

and patriotism^ and the yirtuous army of the Republic^

will uphold through all emergencies onr nation, so jealous

of its riglits, and full of a glorious future.

* In performance of my first duties, I have called the

attention of the Emperor of Brazil to his policy in the

Biver Plate ; and I yet hope that, appreciating the fresh

proof of moderation and friendship which I offer him,

my voice will be heard ; but if it should not be so, and

my h()])es should turn out vain, I shall call on you, feeling

certain that the patriotic decision with which you are

animated will not fail me for the triumphing of the

national cause, however great may be the sacrifices

which the country may demand of its sons.

* Meanwhile, remain in the imposing attitude you have

assumed, until I find it necessary to appeal directly to

you.'

These demonstrations did not cease, and they continued

throughout the whole of the war. Balls were got up, in

improvised rustic saloons, in tlie squares ; and after the

bands of music accompanying the people had been

round to the President's, Mrs. Lynch's, the Bishop's, and

the Ministers', they returned to the saloons, and dancing

began, and was kept up till morning. These dances were

given every night, by different bodies of the inhabitants,

who received their orders from the police. The Bucnos-

Ayrean press, in ridicule, called them St. Vitus' dances.

It had taken alarm from the time when the first recruit*

ing began in Paraguay ; and when the reports of the pro-

ceedings there reached Buenos Ayres, the papers began

to canvass which side the Arsrentine Confederation was

likely to take. Corrientes was reported to be invaded

by Paraguayans, and 10,000 were said to be about to land
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at La Paz, in Entre-Rios. The Paraguayan army was, in

^Buenos Ayres, supposed to be 50,000 strong; and as tke

Confederation had no maj, and Lopez was continuing

his preparations, they had eveij reason to be alarmed in

the Biver Plate.

In October, Admiral Tumandare, the commander of

tiie iirazilian fleet in the River Plate, wrote a pompous

circular to the foreign ministers there ; stating that he

wa» going to make reprisals on the Banda Oriental, and

should overhaul all neutral vessels passing up the Kiver

Uruguay, in search of contraband of war. Mr. Lettsoni,

British minister in Monte Video, replied that the waters

of La Plata and Uruguay were open to all nations,

and that the Brazilians had no jurisdiction there ; that

there was no neutrality in the question, as Flores was
merely a rebel; that Brazil had not declared war, and

therefore there could be no contraband of warj and,

finally, that the British gunboats would protect all

vessels with the British flag from any trespass or insult

in those waters*

The Buenos^Ayrean press^ always an enemy of Lopez,

became very sarcastic about the keeper of the equilibrium

of the River Plate, and about the leather manufactory,

which the Paraguayan oihcial paper, the Semanario, had

mentioned as one of the preparations of war. These

jokes, however amusing to their authors, entered deeply

into Lopez' soul, and he felt them more than he did any

reverse he afterwards suffered in the w^ar. He even

mentioned them in ofHcial correspondence with the Argen-

tine Government, as the ^ ribald articles' of the Buenos*

Ayrean press, and there can be no doubt that these

articles were Ihe <^ef cause of his making war on the

Confederation. I

Brazil openly joined Flores, without declaring war
j

against the Banda Oriental, and Tamandare, in one of his
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official circulars, states casually that all his operations will

be conducted in combination with i lores.

It was believed throughout Brazil that Paraguay would

make good her protest; and it was eyen reported, in a
Rio Janeiro newspaper, in October^ that 7»000 Para-

guayans had marched on Brazil.

In the begiiiiiing of November, 1864, the Brazilians

occupied the Oriental towns north of the Kio Negro, and
Oeneral Flores wa? operating on the south, in combina-

tion with them. Tamandar^ blockaded the ports of the

Banda Oriental on the Uruguay. Brazil made it a sine

qua non of ])eace, that the existing Government of Monte
Video should fall. Two of the ministers of that Govern-

ment had a bad reputation for having ordered the mas-

aacre, in cold blood, of several hundred prisoners of war
taken during one of their reyolutions ; and the Bnenos-

Ayrean press was at this moment very severe upon one

of them. Dr. Carrcras, for some strong phrases he had

used in his diplomatic correspondence. A Brazilian-

Argentine alliance was talked of, and on November 1,

the Government organ showed what the policy of Buenos
Ayres would be.

General Urquiza, chief of Entre-Kios, though nominally

only governor of a province of the Aigentine Conl'edera-

tion, and under the President of the same, was in reality

an independent monarch. He was daily expected to send

an army to the help of the Monte-Videan Government;

and to give more appearance of truth to this 8upj)osed

policy of his, the Entre-Rios press stated that 5,000 Pa-

raguayans were about to land in Entre-B»ios, where carts

and oxen were already prepared for them, to march thence

into the Banda Oriental. TJrquiza was the head of a

strong political pai-ty in the Confederation, und especially

in Buenos Ayres. There can be no doubt that lie secretly

encouraged the hope of assistance to Monte Video, as he
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afterwards did to Paraguay throughout the war, l^ougH \

lie publicly professed adherence to the Argentine Con-

federation, and promised to send troops, &c. to the wai\

He, however, managed so well for himself and his pro-

yince, tliat he sent hardly a man to these wars, and made
himself and his people immensely rich, by providing the

'

greater part of the cattle and horses consumed by the

Allied during the Paraguayan war.

The ridicule of the Argentine press against Paraguay

was continued, and as no action was taken immediately

after the news aniYed of the Brazilians occupying some

of the Oriental towns, it was said that Paraguay would
not come out of lier chrysalis. .

Tliere was a Brazilian company wliich had tsvo bteamers \

running every month between Monte Video and Corumb4, '

calling, of course, at Asuncion* One of their steamers

was called the * Marquez de OHnda.* She arrived, on her

northward passage, al Asuncion, on November 10, 1864,

having on board Mr. Carneiro Campos, a newly-named

president or governor of the Brazilian province of Matto-

Grosso. Lopez was at Cerro-Leon at the time, and hesi-

tated for a whole day whether he should break the peace
|

or not. He had an idea that only by having a war could
|

l\imguay become known, and his ov^ n jiorsonal ambition

drove him on, as he knew he could assemble every man
in the country immediately and raise a large army ; he

knew also that the Brazilians would be a long time

recruiting to get a large force together, and he did not

think they would wisli to carry on a war for long. He
said, * If we don't have a war now w ith Brazil, we shall

have one at a less convenient time for ourselves/ He 1

therefore sent an aide-de-camp, by an express engine, to
{

Asuncion, to order the * Tacuari ' (the fastest steamer on
the River Plate), to follow the * Marquez de Olinda,*

which had continued her voyage, and to bring her back
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^ to AsuiiciQiu This was done, and she was overtaken two

hundred miles np the river, and brought down and placed

under guard at Asuncion, all herpabsengcrs, the President

of Matto-Grusso among them, being detained prisoners

on boards and not allowed to communicate with the shore.

On the same day (November 12, 1864) Berges wrote to

Mr. Yianna de Lima, saying that, in consequence of the

Brazilian invasion ofthe Banda Oriental, all relations with

Brazil had ceased, and that only neutral vessels would be

allowed to pass up the river to Matto-Grosso.

Vianna wrote back, protesting against the detention of

the * Marquez de Olinda ' without a previous declaration

I
of war, and demanding his passports, to go down the river

' in the ' Marquez de Olinda.' The passpoi'ts were sent,

I but the steamer was not allowed to go. As there were

; no steamers now running on the Biver Paraguajj the

I
Brazilian minister did not know how to leave the country,

1 and he applied to Mr. Washburn, the American minister,

J

as the senior member of the diplomatic corps in Paraguay,

{' to obtain some means of transport for himself and his

! family. After a good deal of correspondence with Berges,
' Mr. Washburn succeeded in obtaining an order for the

steamer ^Parand' to be placed at tiie disposal of Mr,

Yianna de Lima, on his giving an official guarantee that

she would be allowed to return unmolested. In this cor-

respondence Mr. Washburn refers to an offer of Berges

to facilitate and grant every protection to Mr. Lima for

traveUing by land, to which Mr. Washburn replies that he

hopes that will not be necessary, as the Brazilian minister

and his family, if they travelled by land, would be ex-

posed to terrible hardships from the heat, and from the

bad state of the roads. In his answer Berges says :

—

^ The undersigned did not profess to provide for the

safety of Mr. Yianna de Lima, in case he should travel

by land, as your Excellency appears to have understood,
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because that safety is fully guaranteed by the laws of the

Republic, and by the morality of its inhabitants, as

your Excellency has had many opportunities of observing

in your frequent journeys to the interior.'

By the energy which he displayed in this matter, Mr.

Washburn doubtless saved Mr. de Lima and his family

from the great misery and slow death which fell to the

lot of the President of Matto-Grosso and the greater

part of the * Marquez de Olinda's ' crew.

On the day of the capture of the ^ Marquez/ Mr.

Washburn showed the Paraguayan Goyemment a letter

from Mr. Seward, praising the attitude of Paraguay, and

condeiinung that of Brazil, as likely to kindle a war

throughout the whole of the River Plate States. In i

the following January Mr. Washburn left for the United
|

States, on leave of absence.

A few days after the capture of the 'Marquez de

Olinda,' her passengers and crew were landed, and put in

a barn as prisoners of war. Here they were badly taken

care oi^ the President Campos having to eat his food out

of the same dish with the common sailors^ and no one

was allowed to communicate with them. Forty-two of

the crew were afterwards allowed to go down to Buenos •

Ayres. The rest of the prisoners were, after some time,

sent out into the country, no one knew where, and suffered

terrible privations, most of them dying of want, although

Lopez, in the Semanario^ih^ Government paper, declared

that they were getting half-pay and full rations. The
President Carneiro Campos, and about liuli-a-duzen more,

survived this, and in the middle of 1867 were brought,

under a guard, to the Paraguayan camp at Paso Pucu,

where they all died. The President died the day he saw

the Brazilian camp at Tuyuti burnt, when he thought

there was no more to be hoped for from his countrymen.

He left a most affectiiig note in pencil to his wife, which
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-was found by the Allies among Lopez' papers^ taken

December 27, 1868.

The cargo and stores of the ship were sold hj auction,

and the returns placed to the account of the Paraguayan

Groyenunent, Two thousand muskets^ and 400,000 dollars

in new paper-money, were taken. The latter was of no

use to Paraguay, of course. Shortly afterwards the Bra-

zilian consul in Buenos Ayres published a notice, saying

that an attempt was being made to pass these notes in

Buenos Ayres, and warning people that they would not

be paid by the Imperial Goyemment.
Four guns were placed on the ' Marquez de Olinda,'

nd she formed part of the Paraguayan flotilla.

The following circular was sent by the Paraguayan

S^ovemment to the foreign agents at Asuncion :

—

* Foreign Office^ Amincdon, NovembeF 17* 1S64.

* The undersigned. Minister of Foreign Affairs, has

received orders from his Excellency the President of the

liepublic, to inform you, that the territory of the Banda

Oriental having been invaded and occupied, on the 12th

October last, by the vanguard of the Imperial army, under

the orders of Creneral Mena Barreto, and the event pro-

vided against in the solemn protest of the 30th August

last having actually come to pass, the undersigned, faithful

to that declaration, and to the one contained in the letter

of September 3, has addressed to his Excellency Mr.

Cesar Sauvan Vianna de Lima, resident minister of

his Majesty the Emperor, the resolution Avhich your

Excellency will find in the accompanying copy, Ko, 1,

and its answer, No. 2.

^ The undersigned flatters himself that, in the prindplee

of free navigation and commerce allowed to the province

of Matto-Grosso, in favour of friendly flags, your Excel-

lency will see a proof of the strong desire of hisGovernment
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to Umitj as nearly as he can« to the cnatomB of the most
ciyilised nations the erik of war, by ayoiding any damage
to the subjects of friendly nations which have any in-

terests in that Brazilian province.

* The undersigned profits by this opportunity to rei-

terate to your Excellency the assurances of his high

Gonsideratioii and esteem.

^JosiBEBGES.
<To H. £. the IBnister of .*

By this document it will be seen how anxious Lopes
was^ at liiat time, to be looked upon by European Powers
as a ciyilised and enlightened ruler. From the beginning

to the end of the war he has always declared, and put it

forward in every possible way, that it was Brazil who
made war against Paraguay, and not Paraguay against

Brazil*

It is wonderful how the Buenos-Ayrean papers, all

through the war, have given accounts of things taking

place before they really happened. The expedition to

Matto-Grosso was announced long before it was known in

Paraguay ; and so early as November, Lopez was stated

to have asked permission from the Argentine Govern-

ment to pass an army through Corrientes, which per-

mission he did not ask for till the following February.

The following paragraph, translated from a Buenos-

Ayrean paper, gives a good idea of the feeling in that

place towards Paraguay :

—

* Pabaoxtatans.—These gentlemen have just left their

chrysalis^ contrary to the general belief, and to common
sense. They have been fonr months coming out, and

probably they will be a year before they do anything,

because Paraguay always uses a very prudent slowness

—

too prudent.

* Let us see, my dear Paraj^uayans, how you behaye in

a war carried on abroad. Mind you don't get frightened
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at the difficulties you may meet when you go out into the ^

world, transformed from Paraguayans into conquerors of

other people's liberties.
^

* As for my country, it does not care a rap for your

having moved; and as for myself, I like rows, and I vow
that the Btrangest thing I shall see in my life will be a
battle between tortoises and other more agHe animals.

God be praised !
*

Some of these papers, however, were in the Paraguayan

pay. The Paraguayan consul at Bosario, at the begin-

ning of the war, offered one of the newspapers there ten

doubloons a month and its printing-paper, to write in

favour of Paraguay. In tliis instance it was refused. .

When the news of the capture of the ' Marquez de

Olinda* and of the detention of the President of Matto*

GroBso re!u$hed Brazil^ everyone there was furious. The
GoTemment took it coolly, howeyer, and stated in tiie offi-

cial newspaper that it counted on the patriotism of all tlie

Brazilians ior wiping out the aflFront; that Paraguay

was enervated by a despotic government, and that,' con-

sequently, there need be no anxiety about the result;

that the Monte-Videan afiabr would soon be finished, and

then the whole force ofthe Empire would be free to operate

against Parajxuay,

The Monte- \ idean affairs had been advancing rapidly

towards a conclusion since the Brazilian interference.

Brazil had united with Flores, and they had carried

everything before them until they arrived at the town of

Paysandu, where their progress was for a time arrested.

They besieged it by land and water with the w hole of

their forces. The garrison w as commanded by Colonel

Leandro Gomes, and was defended with a heroism that

gained the applause even of his enemies. He had a mere
handful of men against all the Brazilians and Flores,

and had no provisions. He executed some twenty-four
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^raziliaiis whom he had taken prisoners, for which their

countrymen vowed revenge.

Strictly speaking, liowcver, he did right, as Brazil had

not declared war, and the army was, in fact, merely a

horde of murderers. After several fruitless attacks, Paj*

sandd was bombarded by the BraziHans during two days,

after which they sent a demand to surrender under a flag

of truce. While Gomez was writing an answer, the Bra-

zilians treacherously entered the town, under cover of the

flag of truce. Some of the Brazilian officers went straight

to where Gomes was writing, and seisdog him, sent him

prisoner, with some of his principal officers, into another

house. Hence they were all shortly taken out into the

garden and shot. There was an indiscriminate massacre

of the women and children of the place. The taking oi

Pajsaadti, with the atrocities committed Ihere, form a re-

volting page in the history of Brazil,

The Monte-Videan Government now saw that there

were no hopes of holding out, and determined to come to

terms. The situation was a very complicated one. It

was, however, patched up, and a large share in the Gro-

vemment given to Flores, who soon turned out the rest of

them, and remained alone, with the title of ' Provinonal

Governor of the Hepublic of tlie Banda Oriental.'
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CHAPTER' III.

THE PAB\OUA¥AN BXPBOIXIOK TO ICATZO-GEOSSO.

On December 14, 1864, all Asuncion was down at the

riverside, as if was understood that an expedition was to

start that day to invade Matto^Gixysso.

Three liiousand men and two field-batteries were emr
barked on five steamers and three schooners. Two fia1>*

bottomed gunboats, each mounting an 8-inch gun, were

also taken in tow. The men had ail new uniforms, and

looked very picturesque in their scarlet camisetas.

Among the troops embarked were the 6th and 7th Ba^
talions, which for the few years previous had been occu-

pied on the earthworks of the railway, now of course

stopped. These were the two best battalions in the army,

all old soldiers, and all mulattoes, or ' small ears,' as they

were called. The 7th was commanded by Major (since

Colonel) Luis Gonzalez, who has made some figure in

the war and seen almost all the hard fightiiig.

Before the men started, the following proclamation was

issued to them

* SoLDiEBS 1—My endeavours to keep the peace have

been fruitless. The Empire of Brazil, not knowing our

valour and enthuaasm,provokes us to war, which challenge

we are bound by our honour and dignity to accept in pro*

tection of our dearest rights.

* In recompence for your loyalty and long services,

I have fixed my attention on you, choosing you from

among the numerous legions which form the armies of the
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lit public, that you may be the first to give a proof of the

force of our arms, by gathering the first laurels we shall

add to those which our foretathcrs planted in the crown of

our Fatherland in the memorable battles of Paragoari and

TacuaiL
* Your subordination and discipline, and your constancy

under fatigues, assure me ofyour bravery, and of the lustre

of the arms which I confide to your valour.

* Soldiers and sailors I carry this vote of confidence to

your companions, who will join you on oar notthem

frontiers, and march serenely to the field of honour,

where, gathering glories for your coimtry and fame for

yourselves, you may show the world what the Para-

guayan soldier is worth.

^ Francisco Solano Lopez.*

Coimbra is a fort on the River Paraguay, situated near

the Paraguayan fi*ontier of Brazil, in Matto»Oro6SO» It

commands the river-entrance to that province, which is

practically the only entrance, as tlvc roads are so bad

overland from Kio J aueiro that it takes three months for

carts to do the journey, and a month for people on horse*

back. All the communication with it was ther^ore car-

ried on through the Biver Plate. Coimbra stands on the

spur of a mountain, sloping down to the river. Being

built of stone, with scarps about fourteen feet high, it

was a strong place, assailable only from one side, while

it couhl be defended by a small garrison. It mounted
thirty-seven brass guns—chiefly S-pounders, with some
ii2-pouiiders—and had a gari'ison of four hundred men.

It was about forty feet above the level of the river.

On the night of December 26, the steamers anchored a
league below Coimbra, and the troops and artillery were

landed. General (then Colonel) Barrios, a brother-in-law

of Lopez tl., was commander of the expedition. The
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artillery was placed on a hiU opposite Coimbra, on the

other side of the river. The gunboats took up positions

for bouibarding the fort, and everything was prepared for

an attack.

On the morning ofthe 27th. Barrios sent a note to Porto*-

Carreiro,* the commander of Coimbra, under a flag of

truce, inviting him to surrender within one hour, threat-

enino; to take the place by force if his demand was not

complied with, and saying that in that case the garrison

would be subjected to martial law.

Porto-Carreiro repUed that it was not customary in the

Brazilian army to surrender without being ordered to do

80 by a superior officer ; that he had sent a copy of

Barrios' letter to his commander, and awaited the decision

of the latter.

Fire was then c^ned on the fort by the Paraguayans,

and the bombardment continued till next day. It was then

assaulted by part of the Paraguayan forces, which were

driven back.

The fort was assailable only on one side, on account of

the inaccessible hills which surrounded it; and on thatone

aide it was strongly protected by cactus hedges, which the

assailants had to cut through under fire. Even then they

could hardly advance on account of the stones and stumps.

Although exposed to a terrible lire of grape and musketry,

they reached the walls ; but they could not scale them,

having taken no ladders with them. They also lost many
men by the hand-grenades which the garrison threw upon
them. Seven men, however, did scale the wall and got in,

but they were immediately overpowered, and the re-

mainder retreated. Colonel Luis Gonzalez led the attack

with the 6th Battalion, 750 strong ; he was struck himself

* Porto-Carreiro had formerly hoen a military iiKslructor in tho Para-

guayan army, having been sent at the retj^ucst of Lopez 1. by ilie Lriuiiian

GoTernment.
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by a ball, and lost 200 men killed and wounded. This

was more a reconnaissance than an attack^ as few men
were exposed.

During the night preparations were made for a regular

attack by all the forces next day. About the middle of

the day, when they were going to attack the place, it was

found that the only occupants of the fort were two

wounded men. The garrison, seeing that the Para-

guayans really meant to have the place, evacuated it

silently at night in two steamers, without their move-
ment being suspected by the Paraguayans.

Lar<Te stores of arms and powder were taken in Coim-

bra by the Paraguayans. The garrison had left every-

thing behind.

The retreat of the Brarilians was conducted in a mas-

terly way; but with the stored^up ammunition in the

fort, and considering the fact that their communications

were oi>en, and that they had steamers, they certainly

ought to have held the place^

When Porto-Carreiro reported bunself to his superior

officer, he was arrested and sent prisoner to Cuyabd.

Coimbra being taken, Baiiius at once advanced to Al-

buquerque and Corumb^, both of which places he found

deserted ; but in the latter were fimad twenty-three brass

guns, and in both places large stores of ammunition.

Corumb& was the chief commercial town of the pro-

vince of Matto-Grosso, and a great deal of valuable booty

^va«? taken in it. The inhabitants had hidden themselves

in the surrounding woods, and iiarrios sent and brought

them back* Their houses were already completely sacked,

and some of iJie choicest articles of spoil were sent as

presents to I/opez, who did not <}isdain to accept them.

The women were ill-treated, and Barrios himself took the

lead in it. A i3razilian gentleman and his daughter were

taken to him on board his steamer, and on the old man
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refusing to leave his daughter with Barrio?, he was sent

away under a threat of being shot, ami hi» daughter was

kept on board. All whom Barrios took he put to the

question^ and those who did not give or did not. possesB

the information he required were beaten b^ his order, and
some of them lanced to death as spies.

After the Paraguayans had occupied Corumba, General

Barrios sent two steamers, to follow those in which the

Brazilians had left One of those sent by General Barrios,

the ^Ypora,' a small passenger-boat built of planks in

Paraguay, and mounting four small guns, went much
faster than her consort, and in tlie San Lorenzo river

sighted the * Anambay.' This was a binall English-built

war-steamer, mounting six guns, the stern-chaser being a

beautiful brass 32-pounder. Lieutenant Herreros, com-

mander of the two steamers, was on board the * Ypora/
and immediate! v ^jave chase. The * Afiamba v,' commanded
by Captain Baker, an Englishman, kept up a running fire

from her stern-chaser on the * Ypora,' one of her shots

killing a Paraguayan officer on the bridge. The ^ Ypora'

did not return the fire ; buthaving on board some in&ntry,
as well as her crew, followed, and at last came up with

and boarded the ' Aiiaiubay.'

The Brazilians were terror-stricken, and many of them

jumped into the water, where they were shot at ; the rest

were put ,to the sword. Captain Baker, who had been

obliged to load and fire his gun himself, finding that his

men would not ^ghi, jumped into tlie water and escaped

into the wood?. Boat* were sent to folh)w tlie fugitives,

and all who were caaught were killed. The Paraguayans

cut off the ears of the dead Brazilians, and strung them

on a string, which they hung on the shrouds of the

* Ypora.' When the * Ypora * arrived afterwards at Asun-

cion, the ears were (puckly removed, *by supremo

order' ; and when the Buenos-Ayrcan press got hold of
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the story, the Paraguayan official paper, the Semanario,

indignantly repudiated the calumny.

('omiiifr clown the river with the steamers, Herreros

stopped at Dorados, the arsenal of Matto-Grosso, which

he had found deserted on his journey up the river. Here

he met two more steamers, and they idl loaded ammuni-

tion, of which there were vast stores, especially of powder.

Tilt re was also a great deal of machinery in store. The
sun was intenselyhot iii tlie middle of the day, and the pow-

der was so badly conditioned and stored that the floors of

the magazines were covered with loose powder, as was like*

wise the road leading from the magazines to the steamers.

The officer superintending the loading went to Herreros,

and remonstrated with him on the dantrer of contlniiin<;

the loading of tlie powder iu that intense heat. Herreros,

however, said that there was no danger, and himself re*

lieved the officer. The gunpowder-store shortly after-

wards blew uj), killing Herreros and another officer, and

twenty-three rank and file. This too]^ }iluce on ilanuary

10, 1865. On the news arriving at Asuncion a public

funeral service and a monument were decreed to him. He
vras almost universally liked, and he was well connected.

At the same time with the expedition by water to Matto-

Grosso, General (then Colonel) Resqnin marched into that

province by land from Concepcion, with 2,500 cavalry and

a battalion of infantry. They found the whole country de-

serted, as all the people had been advised two months be-

forehand, by the Government^ to be ready to retreatshould

the Paraguayans appear. In every place they came
to, they saw merely one or two old women who had not

wished to leave. They always found papers and arms,

many of them buried in a hurry by the authorities who
had left. In many places the women were found hiding

in the woods with all their property. These unfortunate

wouicu were invariably ill-treated, and their property
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taken from them. The Ik uses were all sacked by tlio

Paraguayans, who found a great deal of booty in thein.

They laid waste the property, of the Baron de Villa

Maria, who only just got away in tifue himself. He
managed to put a bottle of diamonds in his pocket. He
was the richest man in the province, and had a fine

house and furniture, paintings, &c. He had also 80,()()()

head of cattle. All tins was taken by the Paraguayans,

together with his patent of nobility, under the Emperor's

seal, which he had but lately bought. It was in a gilt

frame, and afterwards adorned Mrs. Lynch's* anteroom.

The news of tlie invasion of Matto-G rosso by the l*ara^

guayans was taken to Kio Janeiro by the Baron de Villa

Maria, who did the journey in a month.

Many of the women taken in Matto-Grosso were sent

to Asuncion, where they were given to different families,

to serve and to be fed by them. Many, however, had to

beg in the streets, and it was sad to see how unhappy

they looked.

Besquin was under the orders of Barrios, and they

kept open their communications. The former had hardly

met witli any resistance on liis march. The country was

very much flooded by the river at the time of the inva-

sion, and the Paraguayans had to ride and march through

water, sometimes for days together. On this account

they pushed no farther north than to about the same

latitude with Barrios, and they sent to the latter all the

arms and papers taken, leaving small garrisons in the

villages tlu\>ugh wliich they passed.

A first instalment of sixty-seven brass guns, of all

calibres, from a 4*pounder to a 32»pounder, was at

once sent to Asuncion, where great activity was dis-

played in mounting them on field-carriages, and making

* This iras an Irish lady, educated in France, who had foUoved Lopez

from Europe to Paraguay.
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ammunition->waggons. Fifty carpenters worked day and
night at them. In Matto-Grofiso these guns were very

badly mounted, most of them on very poor garrison

carriages.

Many cargoes of p:iiTipowder, arms, and ammunition

were sent down to Paraguay, which drew from Matto-

Grosso almost all the stores it consumed during the war.

Only the guns required for defending the places garri-

soned by the Paraguayans were left*

Brazil had for a lonsf time been preparing for war in

this quarter. Among the papers which were taken were

despatches &oai the Imperial Government of July and

.October 1861, and of Jfmuary 1862, ordering the Pro*

incial Ooyemment to keep a watch upon and report the

movements of Paraguay.

The behaviour of the Brazilians, in not fighting for

Matto-Grosso, and in jumping into the water instead of

taking or sinking the ^ Ypora,' naturally made the Parap

guayans thoroughly despise their enemies.

As the Paraguayan steamers could go no higher up the

river than to the mouth of the Rio Cuyaba, on account i

of the shallowness of the water, and the march by land
/

to the town of Cuyab4 would have been almost impos-
|

sible, a garrison of somewhat over 1,000 men was left in '

Corumb^, Coimhra, &c., while the remaining troops were

sent back to Asuncion.

* In one villng<' taken l»y ihe cavalry there were found—4 cannon, 500

muBkets, 67 carbines, 131 i>iiitols, 468 swords, 1,090 lances, and y,bi7

cannua-balls.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE COMMENCEMENT, BY LOPEZ IL, OP THE WAR AfJATNST TTTE

ARGENTINE CONEEDERATIOlf — THE SECRET TREATY OF THE

IBXfJUb ALLIANCE.

In the middle of January 1865, the old Bishop of Asun-

cion (Urvieta) died, as had been foreseen, and the new
one (PalacioB) remained Head of the Churck He was a

young man, about thirty-five years of age, with a very

mild countenance, and euuld never look anyone , in the

face. From the time he was made Bishop, iie generally

took his mcak at Lopez' table, and became a great glut-

ton» which diaractenstic no doubt contributed to aggra-

vate hia naturally bad character. He prostituted himself

f and the whole of the priesthood to Lopez, and carried

( his wickedness so far as to use the conlessiunal, which is

; a sacrament of the Koman Catholic Church, for no

other purpose than that of relating people's thoughts

to Lopez. This bad man never lost an opportunity of

w speaking against anyone to Lopez, and doubtless many
atrocities of the latter were owing to him. TiOpez de-

spised him so much that he used to make public iun of

f him at his table. He urged Lopez to take revenge for

the articles against him in the Buenos-Ayrean pres8>

which continued to lash Lopez on his sore points, calling

! him a Cacique, and Asuncion his wigwams. It prufessed to

see in the retreat of the Brazilians trom Matto-Grosso

[
a great strategic design, and prophesied that Brazil would

/ have no difficulty whatever in disposing of Paraguay.

On January 26, Mr. Paranhos, the Brazilian Minister-
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Plenipotentiary in the River Plate, addressed a circular

to the foreign resident ministers, detailing the mode in

whieh Pai'aguay had begun the war, and finishing as

ibllows :
—

' The Impmal Goyemment will repel its aggressor by
force, butj while keeping intact both the dignity of the

Empire and its legitimate rights, it will not confound the

Paraguayan nation Avith the Government, which thus ex-

poses it to the hazards of an unjust war, and will there- I

fore, as a belligerent, maintain itself within the limits

which its own civilisation and its international obligations

prescribe.'

On February 5, 1865, despatches from Lopez, for .

General Mitre, then President of the Argentine Confede- \

ration, arrived in Buenos Ayres, demanding permission

for a Paraguayan army to march through a part of the

province of Corrientes. This Mitre refused to allow,

and deiiiaiided explanations concerning the large Paru-
\

guayan forces which were being assembled on his

tontier.

The press of Buenos Ayres noi^ ceased to ridicule .

Lopez, and called him the American Attik. It became
loud in its clamours to overthrow Lopez, and to open out

the rich country of Paraguay, considering cheap the lives

lost in such an enterprise. The Argentines had always

been a little jealous of the Paraguayan railways, arse-

nals, shipbuilding yards, telegraphs, &c, which were

then more advanced than in the Confederation. In Para-

guay these establishments belonged exclusively to the
]

Government, which, by its desj)()tic power over the per-
\

sons and property of the inhabitants, could construct
j

large works with no other expense than that of the plant '

ordered from England.

The Brazilian licet in the River Plate, under the orders

of Admiral Tamaudare, gave no signs of moving to

r
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release the President of Matto-GroBSO^ or even to block-

ade the Biver Paraguay.

On February 15, Lopez decreed the assembly of an

Extraordinary Congress for March 5. All the Para-

guayans in Buenos Ayres who were out of his clutches

signed and published a protest against his attempting to

legalise his acts by forcing a congress to endorse them.

Lopez revenged himself on six of the principal ones, by

making their relations in Paraguay write and publish

letters^ diso^vning them as relations on account of their

treason. The following is an extract firom one of them,

a long letter, which Lopez forced a mother to write about

her son, and published in the Semanario :

—

further say that if my son, Benigno, per-

sists in his misguided way, or does not publicly vindicate

himself, he will receive Ihe malediction of all his fellow-

citizens, and of his afflicted mother, who will, against her

wish, be obliged to curse him! . . .
.

'

Later on in the war, as things went worse with Lopez,

he made the letters much more scandalous to humanity.

The friends of all who were taken prisoners, or who sur-

rendered or deserted to the enemy, were forced to write

these letters in the Semanatio,

On March 5, the Congress assembled in Asuncion. It

was composed of the most affluent men in Paraguay,

who, when they arrived in town, had to go to some of the

employes of Government, to get their cue as to what they

were to say in congress. These cues were given upon
every subject.

In the President's message to Congress, he strongly

alluded to the uulriendiiuess of Buenos Ayres, and had

copies of some of the sarcasms of the press of that city

distributed among the members.

The Congress sat for four days, and the following pro-

positions were made and passed :—That the Government
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be authorised to negotiate a loan of 5,000,000Z. ; and that

liopez be allowed to create six brigadier-generals, and

three of division. Tlie insults in the Buenos-Ayrean
press were denounced by the members, and it was pro-

posed to have the papers oontaixung them bixmt by the

public executioner. A decree was made> allowing Lopez

to issue whatever amount ol' |Ki|>er-money he thought fit.

The rank of Field-Marshal was conferred on him, with
[

60,000 dollars a year (his father had only 4,000 dollars),
j

Lopez accepted the post of field-Marshal, ^ on account of
j

the honour of it,* but could not bring himself to receive
'

the money. The members however insisted, but he again /

refused. This was rei)eated each day the Congress
j

sat (all by ' supreme order till he at last accepted it.
|

During the discussion a member proposed to give him a •

sword and a jewel of honour, instead of the 60,000 dol-

lars. He accepted these as well. The statement of the

Bishop, that the private fortune of Lopez and that of the

State were both one, was received with great applause. «

A law was proposed, prohibiting him from exposing his

precious life in the war. Lopez objected that if anything

went wrong, he should feel himself responsible if he were

not there in person
;
hut, as it was so much insisted upon,

he promised to expose liiraself as little as jjossible. The

Bishop said that it was the decision and personal bravery

of Lopez which chiefly made them anxious on his account.

It was asserted that Buenos Ayres had virtually de-

clared war by refusing the passage of Paraguayan troops

through Corrientes, while she had forme rly iiUowed the

Brazilians to go up the river and menace Paraguay.

Lopez was authorised to pass the troops through when-

ever be thought fit

Banquets, balls, &c. were still the order of the day in

Asuncion. Lopez had dances going on every night in

* improvised saloons ' in the public squares. These were
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divided into three compartments, for three classes ofpeople

—the swells, the ' f^olden combs,' and the cominoii })eople.

The " golden combs ' Avas a name given to a class invented

at the beginning of the dancing mania, and consisted of

all the third-class girls who had any pretension to good

looks, and were tolerably loose in their morals. They all

-wore immense golden coinbs in their back-hair. They
were brought forward by the Government to spite the

ladies, most of whom refused to dance at these places,

though under danger of their lives. They were, how-

ever, obliged to go and look on for a short time.

The people whom Lopez had imprisoned on his elec-

tion wei"c (lyini:^ now and tlien in prison, and great terror

was caused among the people by the maltreatment to

which they were subjected. One of them—the Judge

Lescano, a good old man—^was kept in the open air, and

in the mud, tUl he died. His body was then sent to the

hospital to have a post-mortem examination held on it.

(This was done with all distinguished prisoners who died,

to prove that they were not poisoned.) The Chief of

Police then sent for his wife, and (smiling) told her that

her husband was free, and that she might go to the hos-

])ital and take cliar<:;e of him. She went, deliuhted, but

what was her hurrur to find him in the j)i/.sf-/tiort('m room!

In the aiternoon a little bullock-cart, with policemen for

drivers, was sent to carry away his remains, his family

not even being allowed the poor consolation of burying

him.

Another, Jovellanos, just as he was about to die,

was sent home to his family. When he was dead, Xiopez

sent a bullock-cart, as in the former case, with policemen,

who entered the house rudely, and, taking the body by

the feet, threw it into the cart, and took it away. People

became afraid to breathe.

On March 25, Lopez decreed the augmentation of
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2,900)000 dollars in paper-money, making the total issue i

5,000,000 dollars; and on April 10, he abolished the law

-vvliich ordered the half of all payments to be made in

specie.

About tins time a disgraceful outrage was committed on

the Braasilian Consul in Asuncion,who, being married to a

native lady, had stayed in the country. As he was quietly

going along the street one evening, his head was broken

by the blow of a bottle, leaving him senseless, and very

dangerously wounded. The general impression was that

the perpetrators of these deeds acted by authority.

On April 16, large transactions on 'Change in Buenos

Ay res, done by Paraguayan agents, made a sensation,

and caused curious people to seek for news. They luiind

that a letter had been written by the Paraguayan Gene-

ral, Kobles, from Humaitd, to the Paraguayan agents in

the River Plate, by order of Lopez, telling them, secretly,

that war had been declared against the Argentme Con-
federation; that he had orders to march to Corrientes,

and was on the eve of moving thither ; and that the in-

telligence was sent them beforehand, that they might take

any measures they thought fit.

This declaration of war was a despatch from Berges to
^

Elizalde, Argentine Minister of Foreign Affairs. It was

dated March 29, and the first that the Buenos-A yrcan
*

Government saw of it was from its being published in a !

newspaper of Corrientes, after that city was occupied by
|

the Paraguayans. It was officially received by the Ar-
J

genidne Government on May 3, and was to the following

effect :—That the professions of neutrality of the Argon-

tine Government did not deceive Lopez ; that an Argen-

tine General had assisted in the Oriental war, with

the countenance of the Argentine Government; that

the Government of Buenos Ayres, being at jieace with

Paraguay, had countenanced the * Paraguayan War

r
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Committee ' in that city ; but all this was not sufficient:

—

that Government must lend its official press to stupid

and insulting productions against Paraguay^ such as

liad never been issued by any press in the world ; that

to be really neutral, the Argentine Government should

either ui ant to both Paraguay and Brazil, or refuse to

both of them, the freedom of transit for their troops;

that the protestations of friendship were very contrary

to the insults and calumnies which the official press was
continually throw! npr out to the world against Paraguay

and its Government ; that all these hostile acts, for

which Paraguay had given no provocation, had con-

vinced Lopez that the policy of the Argentine Govern-

ment threatened the most vital interests of that of

l^araguay. That, convinced that the actual Government
of the Confederation was an enemy to the rights, interests,

honour, and integrity of the Paraguayan nation, and

its Government, he had laid the case before Congress,

sad now sent a copy of the resolution of tiiat body,

declaring war against the actual Argentine Government

;

that he throws all the responsibility on the Argentine

Government,

The following is from the enclosure mentioned, namely,

'the declaration of war by the Paraguayan Congress $—

.

'Tu£ Sovereign Nationai. Congbess.

* Considering-

* Declares,

* The conduct of the Executive Power of the nation,

towards Brazil, is approved of. . . . and it is author

rised to continue the war.

' Akt. 2.—War is hereby declared against the actual

Argentine Government, till it gives such assurances and
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satisfactions as are due to the rights, honour, and dignity

of tlic i^araguayaii nation and its Government,
'

* Art. 3.— liirt Excellency the President of the Re-
public will make peace with both belligerents when he

thinks proper, reporting thereon to the National Congress,

according to law

' Asuncion, March 18, 1865.'.

On April 17 the news reached Buenos Ayres of the

following outrage :

—

On the 13th^ at 7 five Paraguayan steamers X'

came down the river, past Corrientes, in which port two
steamers of the Argentine navy were anchored—^namely,

the ' 25 de Mayo,' and the ' Ci ualeguay.' The l\'iraguayans

turned their ships round, and, going up-stream, went

alongside the Argentine steamers; and having fired

into them, with grape, boarded them, and took them.

The Argentines made hardly any resistance, as they were

not in the least prepared for a fight. Some of those, who
did not throw themselves into the water, were put to the

sword. Many, who lay hid till the carnage was over,

were taken prisoners—in all 49, including a captain, a

conmiander, and four lieutenants. Those who jumped
into the water were shot at by the Paraguayans, who
remained three or four hours in the port, and then went

away, towing their two prizes up to Paraguay. Eight

hundred boarding*cutlasses were taken on these steamers,

which were given to the 6th Battalion, in addition to their

other arms. The two steamers were almost useless old

merchant-vessels, but after some repaiis they were made
serviceable, and added to the Paraguayan flotilla.

In Paraguay the news was received a great triumph,

and dancing was redoubled. Buenos Ayres almost ex-

ploded at the news. The citizens collected, and went

in a body to President Mitre's house. Having expressed

Digitized by Google



48 THB WAR IN PABAGUAT.

their sentimentB as well as they could. Mitre ^replied ^

* Gentlemen, after the provocation and insult to our

flag, by the tyrant of Paraguay, your Governor can only

tell you that proclamations and manifestations will be

translated into deeds ; and that in twenty-four hours we
shall be in the barracks, in a fortnight at Corrientes, and

in three months at Asuncion/

This speech brought down immense cheers. The
excitement in Buenos Ayres was intense. The perfor-

mance in the theatre was stopped, while people made
warlike speeches ; and the curtain fell, showing a trans-

parency with the words, ' In three months to Asuncion!*

Mitre declared the Argentine Confederation in a state

of s^iege. He decreed tliatninteen battalions of infantry,

of 500 men each, should be added to the anny for the cam-

paign, and that Corrientes and Entre-Kios should each

contribute 5,000 cavalry. He named Urquiza * Superior

Officer ' of the cavalry of Entre-Rios. This was im-

politic, as Urquiza was * Captain-General * of the Argen-

tine army, and a complete Czar in his province of

Entre-Eios. He was so powerful that the Crovermnent

could not force him to do anything against his wilL Had
Mitre oflTered him the post of Commander-in-Chief of

the army, Urquiza miglit have accepted it; and then

the Confederation would have had, perhaps, 15,000

Entrerianob—good troops—to add to its army, besides

the advantage of Urquiza's generalship, and the war
would probably have been over in afew months. It was

j i
perhaps owing to this slight that Urquiza took no part in

^

I
the war, and sent no raen to the army.

Mitre also issued the following proclamation :

—

* The President of the Republic to his Fellow'citizem,

* Compatriots I In complete peace, and contrary to the

faith of uatious, the Government of Paraguay declares
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war against us, by the act of treacherously seizing in our

territory, by force of arms, two steamers of the Argentine

squadron, and firing on our defenceless towns.

' Being provoked to the combat, without having souglit

it, after having done aLl that decorously could and ought

to be done to avoid it—^keeping the neutrality, which

was the rule of our policy—we shall answer war with war,

and we shall carry it on with all the energy and power

which correspond to the glorious antecedents ot the

Argentine nation, now so disloyally wounded in her

honour.

* Fellow-citizens I Counting on the strength of the Ar-
gentine people, and on your firmness, the country has

till now maintained itself on an entire footing of peace,

thus complying strictly with the conditions of neutrality

;

in the assurance that when the moment of danger arrived,

everyone, without distinction, would rush to his post, at

the foot of the national Hag, resolved to comply with

his sacred duties.

* Argentines I The moment has arrived. In the name

of our country, and with the authority of the law, I call

upon you to occupy your posts, as citizens and soldiers

of a free country, whose standard was ever followed by

victory aud justice.

* Compatriots ! I can calmly offer you triumph ; for

every Argentine feels that it is insured beforehand by
the powerful elements which the nation has at com-

mand, and by the help of Providence, and of your valour

and patriotism.

* After this noble effort peace will be more solid, more

glorious, and more fruitful ; and you can continue, with

greater energy, the task of progress, in which you have

been interrupted by a vandalic and treacherous aggres-

sion.

* For my own part, I need not tell you that I shall

E
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fiilfil the high duties which the country and the Constitu-

tion impose on me under the drcumstances ; and that,

confiding in Heaven, which protects the justice of our

cause, and in your generous patriotism^ I shall not rest

until I have restored to you the peace which has been

treacherously taken firom you, and until I have vindi-

cated the honour of the Argentine nation.

*Your compatriot and friend,

^BARTOLOMi; Mitre.
* Buenos Ajves, April 16, 1S96.'

President Mitre called the Congress together, wrote A
circular to the foreign ministers, informing them of the

^

^ state of war which the Republic was in, and declared

the ports of Paraguay blockaded.

He cancelled the exequaturs of the Paraguayan con-

suls in the Confederation, and put Eguzquiza, the consul

in Buenos Ayres, in prison. He was released on bail,

but again arrested next day.

f
General Paunero was named commander of the Ist

division of the Argentine army. All the battalions of

infantry were ordered to be increased to a strength of

500.

The Governor (Lagrana) of Corrientes was in time to

stop and send back the * Esmeralda,' a steamer goinpr to

Paraguay with small and side-arms, which were seized by

/ the Government of Buenos Ayres.

Urquiza also got up an army of 10,000 men, without,

however, moving them in any direction*

jf On May 1, 1865, General Flores, General Urquiza,

I
the Brazilian Minister-Plenipotentiary in the River Plate,

•
! Mr. Octaviano, Admiral Tamandar6, and the Brazilian

General Osorio, arrived in Buenos Ayres, and were

met at the pier4iead by President Mitre. The same

day a treaty of alliance was signed between Brazil,

the Argentine Confcdcratiun, and the Banda Oriental,

Digitized by Google



* THE SECRET TREATT OF ALLIANCE. 61

the terms being kept secret. It was knuwii, however,

that the Allies had resolved to spend their last man and

their last dollar in humiliating Lopez. In a few days

the press managed to pump the principal stipulations

out of the ministers who had signed the treaty, and they

were published, though without authority.

Banquets were given a^l round, at which most of the

neutral ministers showed their sympathy with the Allies*

The secret treaty was first published in Buenos Ayres
in April 1866, by a newspaper which took it from an

English Parliamentary blue-book. It had been communi-

cated privately by the Oriental minister, Castro, and all
j

the contracting parties were very wroth when that ini-

quitous document came to light ; and, in consequence of

its publication^ the Oriental minister in London demanded
his passports.

I

The treaty is given in full in the Appendix ; the follow- !

ing are the principal points in it :—The Allies bind them-

selves not to lay down their arms till they have abolished

the Government of Lopez^ nor to treat with him, unless

by common consent. The independence of Paraguay is

to be guaranteed. Paraguay 'is to pay the expenses

of the war. The fortifications of Humaitd are to be

destroyed, and no others allowed to be built, No arms

or elements of war are to be left to Paraguay.

Buenos Ayres might be excused to a certain degree for

signing such documents, as the outrage of Lopez was

still fresh in her mind ; but Brazil had received no such

affront, and the proceeding was quite unpardonable on

her part.

!

£ 2
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CHAPTER V.

THE ABHT OV PABAOITAT AKD ITS eENSRAL RESOUBCES—THE
P0B0E8 OF THE ALLIES.

Thb forces of Paraguay, at this time, consiBted of an

amiy of al)()iit 80,000 men, a thii-d of which were cavalry,

and the rest infantry and artillery. The best men were

picked out for cavalry and artillerymen. The cavalry was
divided into regiments^ and the infantry into battalions

;

the artillery nominally into regiments of horse, and bat-

talions of heavy artillery.

The regiments of cavalry consisted of four squadrons,
'

each of one hundred rank and file, and properly was com-

manded by a colonel, lieutenant-colonel, two majors, &c

;

but a regiment was often commanded by a lieutenant,

and seldom by an officer of higher rank than captain.

This wa,s on account of the scarcity of officers of high

rank, as Lopez was always very sparing of his promotions.

As the war went on, the force of a regiment decreased as

the men died, and there were not sufficient to replace all.

The last two remarks apply to the infantry also. The
cavalry was armed w itli sabres, besides which, generally,

one of the squadrons of a regiment was armed with flint-

lock carbines, and the other three with lances. The
Paraguayan lances were three yards long, and the Allies'

lances ten to twelve feet. The Grovemment Escort of 250
men was armed with Turner's breech-loading rifled car-

bine, and the regiment of * Dragoons of the Escort ' with
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common rifled carbines. As tbe former were not in action

till the last few days of the war, there was no opportunity

of testing their weapons. The cavalry rode upon the

* recado/ which is the saddle of the country, and which

makes also a capital bed. It consists, first, of a thick

woollen rug, which is laid double on the horse's back ; on

this a large piece of leather, made of a whole skin, also

doubled, on which is placed the seat, to which are secured

the stirrups, Tliese consist of a sort of button at the end

of the stirrup-leather, which is passed between the great

and first toe, as they wear no boots, and they rest on the

button. The seat is fastened down by a broad leather

lashing with immense iron rings, over which is placed a

sheepskin to sit upon. They use no bits, but with a
leather thong tie the reins to the horse's under-jaw inside

his mouth. There were at this time, in tbe whole of

Paraguay, perhaps 100,000 horses, only half of which

€Oukl gallop two or three miles. The Paraguayan horses

were never good, and a terrible disease in the ppine had

latterly earned oti the greater part of them, attacking

generally the best animals.

Each battalion of infantry was divided into six com-
panies, of one hundred rank and file, called * company of

grenadiers,' first, second, third, and fourth companies, and
^ company of chasseurs.' The first-named consisted of

tbe strongest men in the battalion, and the last of the

smallest and weakest. At the beginning of the war,
'

however, most of the battalions were 800 to 1,000 strong,

with coin])aiiics of 120, and with muve then six companicii

to a battalion. Three battalions were armed with

Witton's rifles. One ofthem had been <"reated in the time of

Lopez I., and had always been at Humait^, where they

got no rations, but were sent out with their rifles for

two or three days at a time, and with a few rounds of am-

munition, to shoot game lor their food. The bullets were
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chopped up mto small slugs to shoot wild ducks widi, and

the rifles, being thus misused for several years, had at last

no jrrooves left in them. Tliree or four battalions were

anned with percussion-locks, and all the rest with the old

flint-lock * Brown Besses^' with the Tower of London
mark upon them. None of the infantry had side-arms,

excepting their bayonets, for which they had no sheaths,

and which they always carried fixed. The Gth Battalion

only had the boarding-cutlasses taken on the steamers in

j Corrientes, as it was destined to take the place of marines

\ in the navy, after it returned from Matto-Grosso,

There were three regiments of horse artillery, each

consisting of four batteries of six niuis. There was

one battery of steel rifled 12-pounder guns ; all the rest

were of every imaginable size, shape, weight, and metai,

from 2-pounders to 32-pounder8. Most of them had

been ktely mounted at Asuncion.

: The heavy artillery (all smoothbore) counted twenty-

four 8-inrh fio-cwt. guns ; two 56-i)ouiKlers, heavy guns ;

and altogether about 100 more, between 32- and 24-

pounders. Of these eighteen 8-inch, two 66-pounders,

and 70 smaller guns, among which there were many
8-pounder8 and 12-pounders, were all that the redoubted

batteries of Humaitd mounted. Six 8-inch guns were in

the flat-bottomed gunboats.

The greater part of the Paraguayan artillery consisted

of old honeycombed iron guns, probably taken by ships

for ballast and bought by Paraguay. They were like

tlie guns which do duty as posts on Woolwich Common.
Besides the artillery drill, the horse-artillerymen were

exercised in cavalry manoeuvres, and the heavy artillery

in infantry battalion drill. Altogether Paraguay had

between 300 and 400 guns of all sizes.

The navy consisted of seventeen small steamers, all of

them passenger-vessels, excepting the 'Anambay ' and the

I
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' Taouari/ both of them built for gunboats. They were

all armed with smoothbore guns, ^m 4- to 32-pounders.

The *Jejiu' mounted a 12-pounder rifled breechloader.

The sailors were armed with Witton's rifles with sword-

bayonets.

Neither the riflemen nor artillerjnmen of Paraguay
were ever taught the use of the graduated sights of their

arms, but they elevated their guns by pointing them so

many yards above the mark, according to its distance.

They, nevertheless, made much better practice than their

enennes, who understood the use of the sights.

The land transport was effected by the slow means of

bullock-carts. There was no separate corps of trans-

port, but every commanding-officer had what carts and

bullocks he required given to him, and he supplied the

drivers from among his men.

The medical staff was composed of a surgeon-major,

three surgeons with the rank of captain, and a chemist

with the rank of lieutenant— all Englishmen. Be-

sides these, there were under them many Paraguayan

surgeons and students, all of them taught by the doc-

tors and chemist of the medical staff. The hospital

transport service was carried on in the same way as the

land transport. Drugs were already getting scarce.

There were altogether about five hundred tons of

powder in the Paraguayan magazines, and plenty of shot

and shell, &c.

The Paraguayan soldiers were dressed in a white shirt

and drawers, white trousers, scarlet baize camiseta (a sort

of blouse) with black or I due facings, over which they

wore their wliite belts, and no shoes. The hat or cap

was the distinguishing feature of theur uniform. The
infantry wore a cap something like the undressHsap of the

French Imperial Guards, but with a peak, and it was
either black with red facings, or red with black facings.
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Afterwards, when there was no cloth left in the country,

thifl was exchanged for a black leather kepi> a very good

contriyaiice. The cavalry and artillery wore a tall square

'

black leather morion with a peak, the cayalry haying a

fleur-de-lis, and the artillery a tricoloured target painted

on it.

The regiment of the escort which was armed with the

Turner's rifles was called ^ aca-carayd,' or monkey-heads,

as they wore a leathern helmet faced with brass, on the

top edge of which was sewn a black monkey's tail. A long

black horse-tail Lung clown behind, from the helmet to the

waist. These men wore a scarlet tunic, white trousers,

and, when on duty, dragoon boots. The ^ Dragoons of the

Escort ' wore tall square morions, like the other cavalry

;

but they had a broad band of shining brass round the

top, whence they were called ' aca-vera,' or shining heads.

A Paraguayan soldier carries in his hat his comb, paper-

money, cigars, matches, needle and thread, buttons, chew-

ing tobacco, and handkerchief.

The officers' and the sailors^ uniforms were very similar

to tiie French ; but for undress they wore a black cami-

seta with scarlet facings, wliich, when cloth became scarce,

was replaced by tiie camiseta of the soldiers, who had to

go without one. At the last they had not even tliis, and

the only distinction of an officer was his kepi and sword,

which he always wore.

The Paraguayans were the most respecti'ul and obe-

dient men imaginable. From the soldier to the General,

everyone squared up, with his cap in his hand, to his

superior officer, who never returned the salute.

Anyone in military costume, in Paraguay, was the

superior officer of any civilian, and all judges, &c. had

to take off their hats to any ensign. Lopez was very

jealous of any aliront to his ofHeers, and during his

father's rdgn, a young lady was invited to no public balls
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for two jears, by his order, for having refused to dance

with an officer.

A Paraguayan never complained of an injustice, and

-was perfectly contented with whatever his superior de-

termined. If he was flogged, he consoled himself by
saying, *If my father did not flog me, who would?'

Everyone called his superior officer * his father,' and

his suburdinate ^ his son.' Lopez was called ' taita

guasu,^ or big father ; also ' mita moroti,' white child

;

and * carai,' or ^ carai guasu,' the gentleman, or the big

gentleman.

A corporal was always obliged to have his cane in his

hand when on duty. He was the executioner of ' sticks,'

and could give any soldier three, on his own responsibi-

lity. A sergeant was allowed to order a soldier to receive

twelve sticks (i. twelve blows with a stick), and an

officer almost as many as he liked.

For \ cry grave offences, and albu for ani/ offence com-

mitted in the vanguard, a commanding-officer could not

punish the culprit, but had to put him in the stocks and

report his offence to Lopez, who passed sentence. If

it was an officer, he had his sword taken from him, and

was kept under arrest till Lopez disposed of him. The
'stocks,' on a campaign, cunsisted of a lasso, fastened at

one end to a stake in the ground ; then tied round the

ankles of the offender, who was out of reach of the stakes

;

and again fastened to another stake on the other side of

him, and drawn tight.

As in the French army, all officers were promoted from

the ranks. Young men of good family, who were enlisted,

had to take off their shoes and go barefooted, as none of

the Paraguayan soldiers were allowed to wear shoes.

At first the punishments were continued according

to the Spanish ordinances, but latterly they were quite

arbitrary. One of the articles of the ordinances condemns
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to death anyone who shall appiove anything appertain-

ing to the enemy.

The Paraguayan rations were a bullock to eighty men
per diem, or, if meat wa,s scarce, as many as two hundred

had to share it. This, however, was rare. They had a

pound of * yerha ' (Paraguayan tea) per month, and a little

tobacco, salt, and maize (when there was any) to parch,

or to make soup with. During the war, salt was very

scarce, and tlie ^vant of it was felt more than the lack

of anything cbe, costing Paraguay thousands of lives;

thousands died also from want of vegetable food, upon

which most of them had lived exclusively, tiU they were

sent to the army, when they had nothing but bad, tired,

L black beef. The rank and file received one ration,

officers two, field-officers or ^chiefs' four, and generals

I
eight.

The Brazilians had, at this time, a fleet of twenty gun-
' boats, which could navigate the river, mounting, on an

average, eight guns each. Their army was about 25,000

Ftroinj, and tliey were concentrating; it in the Banda

Oriental, ilores had declared hia intention of making

a crusade against Lopez, and the population of the Banda
Oriental was to ^ rise as one man.' However, he only

scraped three battalions together. He had no artillery or

steamers. Buenos Ayres had hardly any army at all,

and her navy consisted of two quite rotten old passenger-

steamers, which were hardly fit to move from their an-

chorage. One of them was the old ex-Boyal Mail

steamer ^ Camilla.*

The Allies had, therefore, all their preparations to

make, before they could take the field.
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CHAPTER VI.

THR COXHBNGEKEirT OF THE OAMPAIGN IN OOBSIEKIEEI—GENERAL
usavizA.

Ov Good Friday, April 14, 1865, the day after the

capture of the two Argentine steamers by the Para-

guayans, General Robles, with 3,000 men, disembarked

at the city of Corrientes, from five Paraguayan steamers.

He formed his men on the beach, and waited there for

some one to come from the city, to whom he might tell

what he had to say, in order to quiet the fears of the

inhabitants. At last some ventured near him, and be

told them that the Paraguayans were come as brothers,

to free the Correntinos from the despotism of Buenos

Ayres, and that they and their city would be respected.

Onthe same day, about eight hundred Paraguayan cavalry

marched into the city. These had come overland, having

crossed the Parana at Paso la Patria, which was the route

by w hich the greater part of the correspondence was kept

up between Paraguay and its army in Corrientes.

Bobles left a garrison in Corrientes, and having re-

ceived reinforcements, which arrived daily by steamers,

he marched slowly towards the south, along the side of

the river. From a short distance below the city of Cor-

rientes, the cliffs on that side are fifty feet high, and con-

tinue so some way down ; so that, if the Brazilian fleet had

shown itself suddenly, it could have done little damage

to the Paraguayan army.

Digitized by Google



60 THE WAH IN PARAOUAT

Three Paraguayan steamers were anchored at and near

Corrientes» with steam constantly up, on the look-out

for the Brazilian fleet.

The city of Corrientes was respected, but in the country

and on the roads everything found was taken, whether

cattle, horses, or other goods. But, generally, persons were

not molested at the beginning of this campaign.

For a year previous to these events, Lopez had had '

in Corrientes a Paraoruayan, named Miguel Rojas, as

Government agent, ostensibly as a purchaser of cattle for

Paraguay, quantities being yearly imported from Cor*

rientes for the consumption of the army. Bojas had,

however, other commissions as well, and had sounded

most people in the city of Corrientes as to their political

opinions ; and by the time Hobles arrived there, he knew
pretty well who might be counted upon as not adverse to

f
the Paraguayan invasion. There were many discontented

people in Corriientes, and as ibe Correnlinos and Para-

guayans among themselves speak the same language

(Guarani), they considered each other as in some sort

brothers. The Paraguayans and Correntinos admire

each other's horsemanship; the former call the latter

by the nickname of ' CurepV or pig-skius.

Lopez sent a number of chosen men from Asuncion to

govern Conientes, though he also placed there an os-

tensible Government, consisting of three Correntinos— •

Gauna, Silvero, and Caceres. This triumvirate, however,

went for nothing. The party sent from Paraguay was

headed by Don Jos6 Berges (Minister of Foreign Affiurs),

and he was assisted by Padre Bogado, Miguel Haedo,

J. V. Urdapilleta, and various others. Lopez sent his

orders to Berges, who passed them on to the triumvi-

rate to execute. . The garrison of Corrientes and the

steamers there were under the orders of Berges. He did

not abuse iiis power more than Lopez obhged him to do.

Digitized by GoogI



WAKUim P&EPAEATIONS AT fiUiSNOS AYB£S. 61

At first passports were given freely to people who
wished to leave the dty, and everything was done to try

and make Lopez' Government appear a civilised and

honourable one.

The Government archives of Corrientes were seized^

and all valuable papers were sent to Asuncion^among
them a map of the province, showing the diffmnt estates

in it.

Larj^e quantities of Paragonavan paper-money were

introduced, the Correntinos being forced to take it in

.payment for their goods.

' President Mitre, meanwhile, was making preparations

for taking the field, and was raising an army as quickly

aa pusaibie. Everyone was sending contributions towards,

the war. The press made little of Lopez and his men,

counting upon an easy victory the moment they took

the field. In reference to this a Monte-Videan paper

remarked, that ' only a nation of sheep would becomer

enthusiastic by having the impotency and degradation o^

its enemies pictured to it.'
'<

A Paraguayan Legion was enrolled, and Colonels^

Iturburu and Decoud placed in command of it.

People were so maddened by the outrage on the

steamers, that the news of the invasion of Conientes had

no effect upon them. On April 24, the first battalion of

troops left Buenos Ayres for Corrientes.

Lagrana, the Gpovemor of Corrientes, on the invasion of

Bobles had retreated a short way south, and made procla-

mations, calling the Correntinos to arms, and had decreed

that every Argentine in the province, between 16 and 60

years of age, should huniediately report himself for the

army; he also declared that all persons obeying tho

orders of the self-installed Government of Corrientes

would be considered as traitors, and condemned to death.

In Bosario great demonstrations had taken plpce.
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Caminos^ the Paraguayan consul, liad been put into

prison. A procession was formed to proceed to the

Paraguayan consulate, where a ladder was put up, and

the shield^ with the Paraguayan arms on it, torn down
' and thrown on the ground. They then took it, together

with a portrait of Lopez, io the pier-head, where ihey

stuck them up and shot at ihem, after which they threw

them into the river. They then wrote, signed, and pub-

lished a ' solemn act,' giving an account of their pro-

ceedings.

tJrquiza made great proclamations and professions, and

he led Buenos Ayres really to believe that on the 26th he

should march with 10,000 men to the relief of Corricntcs.

He decreed that all his men should join the anny with

their own horses, and he got the Government of the Con-

federation to pay for them—the decree which ordered

this payment leaving the men, nevertheless, still owners

of their horses.

The Argentine Congress assembled on May 1, and

sanctioned a loan of 12,000,000 dollars, which was im«

mediately negotiated. In his message to Congress, Mitre

commends Urquiza for having got together more men
than were required of him.

In a few days Urquiza left for Entre-Kios, taking

leave of his friends in Buenos Ayres by a paragraph in a

newspaper, as ^ the necessity he was in of putting himself

immediately at the head of his troops did not allow him
the pleasure of doing so personally.* President Mitre

accompanied him to the pier, and, sluiking hands with

him, said :
' Hurry yourself, General.' At that moment

a messenger from Lopez, with despatches for Urquiza, ar-

rived. These he at once handed over (unopened) to Mitre»

who said to Urquiza^s secretary, who had given them to

him, that the good faith shown by General Urquiza did

not permit him to open them. The secretary then opened
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them, and gave tbem to Mitre, who ordered them to be pub-
lished^ and the messenger who had brought them to be put

in prison. The despatches contained a letter from Berges,

giving an account of the events in Corrientes, and hoping

that Urquiza would not be indifferent. For some time

Lopez had carried on communications with Urquiza hy
means of a direct messenger (the ex-Argentine consul).

"When Urc[uiza arrived in Entre-Kios from Buenos
Ayres, he began to assuuible his anny, and in less than a

month he had 10,000 men. For these he received arms
and clothing from Mitre« which he distributed among
his troops, and marched towards Concordia, the rendez-

vous of the Allies, where Mitre already was. When he

reached Bassualdo—a place on the frontiers of Entre-Kios,

and on the road to Concordia—he halted his men, and

went forward aione to see Mitre. While on the way, he

was overtaken hj a messenger, who brought tidings that

almost the whole of his army had broken up. He returned

iiuuiediately, and, finding it was true, gave the rest of

it leave of absence for a month. He then wrote an
account of the affair to President Mitre, promising to have

12,000 men under arms in a month. Mitre wrote back,

approving what had been done, and Urquiza went to see

Mitre at Concordia, on July 24. He perfectly satisfied

Mitre, and made a formal promise, in a letter, of which

the following is an extract :

—

' I beg the Grovemment of my country, and also your

Excellency, and I beg the people of the Republic, for a
few days' patience, that I may then, with the Entre-lliano

division, which I am ordered to raise, be enabled to occu})y

any post of danger which may be indicated to me ; being

certain that we shall not be the last in the field, and that

we shall contribute equally with the best towards pre-

serving untanushed our honour and the brilliancy of our

arms.'
«

r

Digitized by Google



64 IU£ WA£ IN PABAQUAY.

Urquiza then went back to Entre-Bios. At the end of

October he collected a few thousand men again, and with

some 2,000 of them marched to Cuacordia, which the

allied armies had already left, where he was joined by

more. He then marched towards Mitre's headquarters;

but at Toledo, on the road, the greater part of his army
again broke up, and he returned with the rest, and

gave them all leave of absence again. When the Allies

invaded Paraguay next year, be sent a few hundred men,

who mutinied on board the steamers, and were ultimately

disbanded. He also sent a few old guns, which he had

formerly taken from Buenos Ayres.

He was not heard of again during this war, except

as selling large quantities of cattle and horses to the

Allies, and thus amassing immense wealth. His name

was often used during the war by Lopez to enliven his

troops, who were told that Urquiza was on the march to

help them.

In his declaration of ^Mir, President Mitre said that

the Argentine Government would not lay down its arms

until it had overthrown the present Government of

Paraguay.

The Brazilian fleet had been much censured for not

liaving yet moved; but at last, un April 3, it left Buenos

Ayres * for Paraguay,' but it took Just a year to reach the

nearest point of Paraguay. There was a great deal of talk

ofwhat the fleet would do. The Paraguayans were to run

the moment they saw this fleet, which would immediately

blow up Humaitd. When they left Buenos Ayres, how-

ever, and felt that they were really going to the war, the

officers were observed to be very quiet ; and, by way oi

encouragement to them, bets were made^ in their hearing,

that none of them nor of their vessels would ever return.

They managed to move so slowly, that it took them 42 days

to go iruin iiuenua Ayres to Corncntes, a distance of 600
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miles. The fleet could never operate to its content ; the

river was always either too high or too low.

The Paraguayan steamers, meanwhile, had the run

of the river, and thej made use of it to take down
troops, and to carry up the boofy from the sacked towns

and villages.

Hiimaita had only ninety guns, mounted in seven bat-

teries, and the Brazilian river-fleet had more. With very

little danger of any of their boats being sunk, they might

have anchored opposite the batteries and destroyed them

;

as it would have been easy for them, with grape and

canister, to have swept the I'uiaguayans away from their

guns, as the latter had no j)arapet higher than their

knees, except in one battery of sixteen guns.

The Ai^entines now complained loudly of the inactivity

of the fleet. On April 28, eight Brazilian war-steamers

were at Goya, and the commander of that squadron

(Gomensoro) on that date declared the Paraguayan ports

blockaded, and had an interview with a delegate of the

ex-<Govemor (Lagrana) of Corrientes, with the view of

combining operations against the Paraguayans. Gomen-
soro said h^ believed his guns vrould carry right through

the Paraguayan steamers, as they were only armed for

war, while his own were built for it.

General Caceres was the commander of the Correntino

forces, and now had 6,000 men. On May 2, General

Paunero landed at Bella Vista with his forces, and the

skinnishing with the Paras^uayau \ angiiard began, the

victory always being claimed by both sides. There were,

however, no important engagements.

On May 3, the triumvirate sent a deputation to General

Caceres, to beg him to avoid bloodshed by ordering all

his troops to lay down their arms, and by accepting the

oflTer of a free pardon. No answer was returned to this

insolent message.

F

>
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There were now 8,000 men under Caoeres and Faunero^

and towards the end of May they had 16,000.

General Robles, who was now encamped with abont

25,000 men at Kiachuelo, on a high ciiii of the river about

three leagues below Corrientes, marched southward on

May 11, and, passing through the intermediate Tillages,

reached Bella Vista on the 20th. Lieutenant-Colonel

AfTuiar ( ominaTided the vanguard, and had continual skir-

micihes with tlie enemy. When one oi their companions

was wounded, the Correntinos, on horseback, would stoop

down, and, picking him up between two of them, gallop

off with him. He marched as far as Goya, which place

his vanguard entered on June 3.

Robles had left a garrihoii of 1,500 men and two small

guns in the city of Corrientes, under the command of

Major Martinez. On May 25, a squadron of eight Bra-

zilian and two Argentine steamers of war came in sight

of Corrientes, and the Brazilians took up positions to rake

the streets of the city (which is built in squares), while

the Argentines went inshore and landed their troops.

General Paunero, who commanded this expedition in

person, had embarked 4,000 men on board the squadron,

with the object of taking Corrientes, but only landed about

2,000 with two 6-pounder guns, under Colonels Rivas,

Charlone, and Rosetti. A few of these troopg were
Brazilians. The two last«named commanders were Italians,

and they, with their troops, were considered some of the

best soldiers in the Argentine army. The fleet, mean*
while, bombarded the Paraguayans. They now came to

hand-to-hand fighting, and the greatest gallantry was

shown on both sides. Major Martinez could not have pre-

vented the landing of the allies, as they were protected

by the guns of the squadron ; but when the fighting began,

the Paraguayans displayed great courage, for which Uieir

enemies afterwards gave them due credit.
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The landing took place just outside the town» to the
\

north of it^ and the Paraguayans retreated about 1,000

yards^ to a stone bridge wl^ch led to the city. This

they defended for a long time, being all the ^vhile exposed

to the fire of the fleet, as well as to that of the infantry.

The Brazilians here first showed a peculiarity in

their tactics, which consists in firing whenever they

have any guns to fire with, no matter whether they kill

friend or foe, or both together—^which last was usually

the case—or whether they see or do not see what they are

firing at.

The bridge was riddled with grape from the fieet,

and both sides having left many men on the spot, the

Paraguayans retreated about a mila outside the city;

Berges and the triumvirate were ah-eady gone, and the

victors, having embarked their wounded, took on board

the ships all persons who wished to leave the city. Next
morning they embarked, and went down the river again

to join the main army. The triumvirate and Beiges

immediately reinstated lliemselvcs in the Government.

The loss of the Paraguayans in killed and wounded
- was about 400, and that of the Allies about 350. Char*

lone was badly wounded in the head, by a sword-cut from
a Paraguayan officer. The dead were buried under the

bridge where the fight had taken place.

The river being open to the enemy, (jeneral Robles

did wrong to leave so small a garrison in Corrientes

(which had no fi>rtifications of any kind), with orders to

fight instead of to retreat before a superior force, as he

himself was miles away with the army, and no reinforce-

ments could arrive in time. It was, however, done by

the orders of Lopez.

The Allies said that they heard among the Paraguayans

a cry of, ^ Whoever dies here will come to life again in

Asuncion,' and they say that this doctrine was preached

f 2
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hj the priests in Paraguay. Such was not the case, as

the Paraguayans would never have believed it, though the

priests would certainly not have hesitated to teach it.

In the Paraguayan account of the aiFair, the Argen-

tines were stated to have committed robberies and rapes

in the city* This does not> however, appear to be true.

The Argentine Government granted a medal to all

who had been engaged in the attack.

The Brazilian squadron of nine war-stearners now
anchored opposite Corrientes, in line of battle, to carry

into effect the blockade which they had declared.

Preparations were still actively carried on in Paraguay.

Lopez himself was getting ready to take the liekl, and

rumours were circulated that he was going to march to

Monte Video and Buenos Ayres, General Diaz (then

a lieutenant of police) was promoted to a captaincy*

and commissioned to drill and conunand the 40th Bat-

talion, which was composed entirely of people from

Asuncion. This battalion was 1,050 strong, and per-

formed its evolutions very creditably. This 40th Bat-

talion saw more fighting during the war than any other

;

it was five times ahnost completely ahnihilated, and as

many times reorganised, as far as possible, with Asun-

cion people. General (then Lieutenant-Colonel) Bruguez

had got the horse-artillery into very good trim^ and Lopez

reviewed all the troops in Asuncion^ one day in May-<*

some 15,000 men. They looked very well in their scarlet

camisetas, and went creditably through their evolutions.

On the same day a torpedo was tried, in his |)i'esence, by
a Yankee, Mr. Krliger, who l)lew up a raft of palm-trees

high into the air, himself being about six yards only from

the point of explosion.

It was currentiy stated in Paraguay that Bolivia was
going to ally itself with Paraguay, and send an army to

the atjsistauce ui ilic latter.
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On April 8, 1865, Lopez, by a long decree, instituted

the ^ I^ational Order of Merit,' consisting of five difierent

degrees—^namelj, grand cross, grand office, commander,

officer, and knight. The decoration was a five-pointed

star, with arrows converging between the points, and a

medallion in the centre, willi, on the obverse, the words
' Honoris Causa,' and on the reverse ' Prasinium Meriti.^

It was to be suspended at the left breast by a purple

ribbon, each edge of which displayed a very narrow

tricolour.

H.B.M.'s gunboat 'Doterel'was atCorrientesat the time

of the fight on May 25, and next day was continuing her

voyage to Asuncion, when she met the 'Pirabebe,' a steam

yacht, one of the Paraguayan fiotiUa, which carried one

gun. The 'Pirabeb^,' thinking shewas a Brazilian, fired

at the *Doterel,' but did not hit her. The commander of

the yacht afterwards apologised, saying he did not dis-

tinguish the flag. The ' Doterel ' arrived at Asuncion

about June 1, having on board an English secretary of

legation. What mission she had at Asuncion was not

generally known to lihe English there. It appears, how-
ever, that she was sent to take away any British subjects

who wished to go.
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CHAPTER VIL

ran batxle of the BXiiomrsLO—iopez leatxs Asmrcioir fob
SSE 8BAI OF WAB—IMPBIBOiniENT OF OENEBAL B0BLE8; AJXB

oomcnnrATioN of the caxfaion of cobbientes.

On June 2, 1865, Lopez published the following pro-

clamatioii, previous to leaving Asuncion to join the

armj:

—

* The Marshal, President of the Republic of Paraguay,

and Qeneral'dU'Chief of her Armies:

'iHo THE Nation.

* Citizens ! The course of thewar inwhich our Fatherland

is engaged against the triple alliance of Brazil, the Argen-

tine Confederation, and ihe Banda Oriental, no longer

allows me to continue the self-sacrifice of absenting my-
self from the seat of war and from my companions in

arms, who are in campaign, as the public order and the

unanimous enthusiasm of the nation permit me to go

where the soldier's duty calls me.
' I feel the necessity of personally participating in the

fatifjues of the brave and loynl defenders of onr Father-

land, and I leave the public administration duly provided

for, in order that it may be properly attended to.

* On separating myself momentarily from the bosom of

the Fatherland, I carry with me the sweet satisfaction

that the general administration of the State i^till be

carried on with all the loyalty, devotion, and patriotism
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which the public officers always show in carrying out

their duty.

'I am also aseisted by the conyiction that all the

citizens will contribute indefatigably, in their respective

spheres, towards the conclusion of the struggle in which

we are engaged ; and to this end it is not necessary that

we should all of us take up anna, nor all of us join the

ranks, but only that all of us should oo-operate for the

good of the common cause.

* I am led to entertain this confidence by the uniform

pronunciamento, witli which the nation arises to demand
the vindication of its outraged honour, the guarantee of

its threatened existence, and the stability of its wounded

rights.

* Every citizen in his heart believes in the holiness of

the cause, which has forced us to leave our peaceful and

laborious life, and the God of armies will watch over our

fate!

^Fbanczbco S. Lopez.'
'Asimdoii, June 2, I860.

Lopez embarked onboard the'Tacuari' on June 8, at

sunset, four other steamers loaded with troops being

ready at the same time. All the people of Asuncion

were, of course, at the riverside, waiting the whole

afternoon to see him embark. As he went off in the

boat, H.B.M.S. 'Doterel' manned her yards, and the

Paraguayan steamers formed their men along the bul-

warks of their vessels. There was. however, no cheering.

At midnight he started, and arrived at Huinaiti next

evening.

Immediately on his arrival at Humaiti, Lopez began

to prepare his steamers for a combat. The following

steamers were selected for action, the remainder being

either in Matto-Grrosso, or useless for the purpose :

—
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t6ns. CAFT.

. 6 Guns. Paddle 421 Oabral*

Paraguaii • • 627

548 Alonzo.

Yporft . . • 4 206 Ortiz.

Mavquez de Olinda . ' 4 „ about 300 Bobles.

Jejui . 2 „ 120

Salto Oriental • 4 Screw, about 250 Alcamz.

Firabebd . 1 „ 120 Pereira.

80

Tberfi „ 300 GUI

The last-named is put separately. as the key of her

screw came out while she was on the road, and she was
obliged to stop at Tres-Bocas. There were also six flat-

bottomed boats, each carryino; one 8-inch gun. These

gunboats had no deck, and were just large enough to

float the gun and its garrison. They stood about a foot

out of the water, and were double^prowed, and built of

two layers of diagonal two-inch planking. They were

only moved by towing. They were called * Chatas.'

The whole of the 10th of June was occupied in loading

anununition on the steamers, and in consultations on the

operations to he carried out.

Five hundred picked men of the 6th Battalion were told

off, and marched down to tlie steamers : and before they

embarked, Lopez went, on horseback, and adih'essed them.

They were all in a great state of enthusiasm, and pro-

mised to bring back the Brazilian fleet. Lopez told them

to bring prisoners, and they answered, ' What do we want

prisoners for? "We will kill them all!' ' No,' said Lopez,

'bring some prisoners.' Lopez was very festive, and the

men were delighted.

Captain ]Mesa was commander of the expedition, and

Captain Cabral was his second. The engineers of the

steamers were all Englishmen, except one or two of the

second engineers, who were Paraguayans. Every steamer
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had enough men to cover both sides of the ship, through-

out its length. Eacli vessel had also a Paraguayan

surijeon on board.

These steamers were all (excei)tinrr the ' Tacuari*) mer-

chaDt-yesselsj and had their boilers far above the water-

line, and oonsequently exposed to the enemy's shot

By an oversight, none of them were provided with

grnppling-irons, and thus probably they failed to take

the Brazilian squadron.

The orders Avhich the commanders received were—to

be down on the Brazilians by break of day, steaming

just past them ; and then, turning short round, every

Paraguayan steamer avjis to go alongside a Brazilian,

and having discharged her broadside, as well as that of

the gunboat, which some of them were to tow, they

were to board and take the Brazilian steamers.

The river-steamers started that night, leaving the

* Yberii ' on the road. Gill, her communaler (afterwards

one of the commanders of llumaita) was so vexed at

not being able to go, that he absolutely cried. Instead

of being alongside the Brazilians by daybreak, it was

half-past eight o^dock before the Paraguayan steamers

came in sight of them.

The River Parand, at Corricntcs, is about two-and-a-

half miles wide, and at Biachuelo nine miles; below

Corrientes it is divided into two branches by an island

—

ihe one near the Correntmo shore being the channel, and

about a mile and a half wide. At this place the channel

is narrow, but above it tliere is plenty of room for

steamers to manoeuvre.

At the Biachuelo, on the beach, Bruguez had placed

about twenty-two field-guns (without any parapets),

jfrom 4-pounder8 to 18-poimders, which he had brought

across the Parana, arriving just in time.

The Brazilian squadion was anchored, in line of battle.
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opposite and a little below the city of Corrientes, on the

Chaco side of the river, and about u mile and n luiH" iVoui

the Corientino coast. It conbisted of the foUowing

steamers:

—

Flagship Amazonas .

Jequitinlion]ia» 9

Belxnoiite

Paranahyba, 12

Ipiraoga

Mearim
Iguatemi «

Araguary .

Biberibd •

Paddle 6 guns

SCX6W 8
8
6

tt ® »

69

All of these were fine war-steamers, and had infantry on

board, besides their crews.

The Paraguayan vessels steamed down past ihe Bra-

zilian squadron, at a distance of about a mile from it,

(giving the superior artillery of the Brazilians a great

advantage), and went down to Riaeliuelo, where they

turned round. This foolish manoeuvre gave the Bra*

zilians time to clear for action, to get up their anchors,

and be all on the move, the Paraguayans thus losing the

advantage of getting alongside them before they could

get under way, in which case it would have been a hand-

to-hand fight, much to the advantage of the latter.

In passing the Brazilian squadron, both sides fired as

fa€t as they could, and one of the Paraguayan steamers

bad her boiler sbot through, and was consequently kors

de combat. This was the ' Jejui,' and she anchored at

Riachuelo, while the other seven went up to meet the

Brazilians, who were already going down towards them,

and attacked them in the middle of their line.

The ' Jequitinhonha ' went ratber far down, and, being
peppered by Bruguez' little guns, ran on to a bank

opposite, where she stuck fast, firing all day long till the
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afternoon^ when slie was abandoned^ after an eflfort had

been made widi two steamm to tow her off

The ' Tacuari,' * i\larqiiez,' and ' Salto ' attacked the

* Paranahyba ' at once, but only the * Tacuari ' got fairly

alongside, and only the men on herpaddlebox could get on

board the ^ Paranahyba/ as the rest of the vessel was, of

oonrse, distant from her. Two men jumped on board, but

had to jump back again, as the vessels were not grappled,

and did not keep together. The * Salto,' a screw vessel,

next got alongside, and, as the steamers passed each othc r,

thirty Paraguayans jumped on to the * Paranahyba.'

These cut right and left, and of the Brazilians, many,

panio-stnick, jumped into the water, and most of them ran

down below. The I'araguayiin.s were masters of the

* Paranahyba ' from the stern to the mainmast. They
hauled down the Brasdlian flag, and steered the ship. At
the same moment, the 'Amazonas' and another came
up, and, firing grape on the * Paranahyba,' killed three-

fourths of the Paraoiiavans on board. The Brazilian

crew, seeing how few were left, charged them, killing

three or four, and the rest jumped into the water and

swam ashore. Two companies of the 9th Brazilian

Battalion were on board, and their captain (Ferreira)

was killed.

The Brazilian official report states that there were

twonty-eis^ht wounded and twenty missmg of the crew

of the * Paranahyba,' the latter being supposed to have

fallen overboard. In tiiis battle, whenever a Paraguayan
steamer got alongside a Brazilian one, numbers of the

crew of the latter jumped into the water— some of them

being drowned, and some swimming ashore. The latter

were all killed as they landed.

The * Amazonas ' next managed to run down the * Para-

guari,' striking her in the middle, and running her on to

a bank, from whence she still kept up her fire. The
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captain of the ^ Paranahyba/ in hid official report, also

claims to have run her down«

The cannonade continned heavily all the time, as

likewise the musketry. The *Belmonte' had several

liolcs knocked in her under her water-line, and was

filling, so that slie had to be run ashore to prevent her

from going to the bottom. By the time she was aground

she was fuli of water, nearly to the deck, and all her am-

munition and provisions were lost. The ^ Jejui' was

Hred at where she lay at anchor, and was snnk. The
* Marquez de Olinda ' got her boilers shot through, and

drifted down the stream-, having many of her crew scalded

to death, and nearly all of them killed or wounded. She

struck on a bank and remained there. Captain Mesa
was mortally wounded by a rifle-bullet from the tops of

one of the Brazilian steamers, and the command de-

volved upon Captain Cabral.

The ^ Tacuari ' had a narrow escape, a 68-pounder shot

ripping up the clothing of her boiler, without, however,

damaging it. The ' Ygurei ' got a 68-pounder shot into

one of her boilers, but worked on Avith the other, being

scarcely able to move. The ' Salto ' also had her boiler

knocked to pieces, and almost all the crew killed and

-wounded. She drifted on to a bank near the ^Mar-

quez.'

The four remaining Paraguayan steamers now re-

treated, and the Brazilians did not try to stop them.

The *Ygurei' could only go very slowly, and the

* Tacuari ' kept beiiind her to protect her. She was

followed for a few miles by the ' Amazonas,' at a long

distance, the ^ Tacuari ' stopping now and then to lei the

* Ygurei ' get on aliead, the ^ Amazonas ' stopping also.

Two of the small gunboats were sunk, and the other

four tuuk refuge in the Hiachuelo.

By this time there were only a dozen men left on the
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* Paraguari'—among them Mr. Gibson, the engineer ; and

a Brazil iaii steamer came aioiigiside, orderini; him, as the

onlj otHcer remaining on board, to haul down the flag,

or they would £re on them. He did so, and they said

they would soon send a boat for thenu Before they

sent, however, the remainder of the crew swam ashore to

the Cluico, to save themselves from l)eing made priso-

ners. Part of the crews of tlie other destroyed steamers

also went to the Chaco. The Brazilians sent an aimed
boat to take off some of these, but the Paraguayans

killed her crew, and seized ihe boat.

The Brazilian steamers were very much damaged.

The ' Paranahy})a ' had thirteen holes through her, at or

near her water-line.

On the 13th the Brazilian squadron went down the

river, running the field-batteries at Biachuelo, for which
it had great respect. The * Jequitinhonha ' was still in

front of them, and had not been revisited
; everything

was left on board, excepting one Whitworth gun, which

they had thrown into the water on abandoning her. The
Brazilian squadron anchored a little above Bella Vista.

On the following day, H.B.M.S. 'DotereP passed down
the river, and took on board sixteen men belonging to

the * jMai (jurz de Olinda,' who were found alone. Her
commander (Robles) had been taken on board the ' Ama-
zonas,' and had his arm amputated ; but he tore off the

bandage and died, saying that he preferred death to *

being taken prisoner. The commander of the * Salto

Oriental * (Alcaraz) was also taken, but, being badly

wounded, he soon died. The ' Salto ' and ilie * Marquez de

Olinda ' disappeared in a few days under the water.

The Brazilians set fire to the ^ Paraguari,' but as she

was an iron vessel, only the interior work was burned,

and after a few days she was towed up to Asuncion.

Her plates and maeliiucry proved very valual:>le to Para-
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guay, being cut up and used ior iron, of which, at the

latter end of the war, there was a great scarcity in

Paraguay.

When the Brazilians left the river free, the Para-

guayans, who were in the Chaco, crossed over, having

been, most of them, three-and-a-half days witlioiit food.

In this battle the Brazilians lost about 300 (killed,

wounded, and missing), and the Paraguayans about 200.

Two of the principal disadvantages with which the

Paraguayans had to contend were, that the Brazilian

vessels \\*:vv so much higher tlian their OMrn that they

could hardly reach to board them. They also all had

boarding-nets up. The Brazilian vessels, being almost

all screws, slipped away very easily from the Parar

guayans, who had no grappling-irons.

On the day of the battle, Bcr^^es sent several mepsen-

gers from Corrientcs to give news of it, but he knew
really nothing of what was going on. One of the mes-

sengers brought the news that two of the Brazilian ships

were taken.

The cannona( liner was distinctly heard at Humaita.

The following mornmg, before daylight, news was brought

by thQ. river-guards that some steamers were coming,

but that they did not know whether they were Para-

guayan or Brazilian. Lopez bimiself did not know, and

all the batteries were manned. At sunrise a steamer

came in sight, towing another, which at first was thought

to be a Brazilian, but turned out to be the ^ Ybera.,' and

shortly afterwards all the remaining steamers arrived.

The * Ypora ' looked as if she had suffered most, having

had her foremast shot away near the deck, and all her

fore-bnlwarks being gone, besides liaving her deck-house

riddled with shot. She had, however, in reality suffered

tlie leiist of any. All the steamers had their chimneys

riddled with shot, and some holes in their hulls ; but the
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only serious damage done to any of them was the hole

in the boiler of the * Ygurei/ which, however, was re-

paired in three or four days. The 68-pouiider shot had

stopped in the boiler, and was lying on the tubes.

Every gunof theParaguayan squadron was dismounted,

most of them by the incessant firing, the remainder from

haying been hit. The steamers which came back had not
suffered much personal loss, the greatest on any one being

twenty-eiirlit killed and wounded. The Brazilians liad

some 15()-p(iinuler and 120-pounder Wlutworth guns, but

none of the steamers which returned had been hit by those

guns, and we only knew they had them from the fact

that some of the balls, which had gone five or six miles

inland, were sent to Hnmaitd by Berges.

The Paraguayans displayed great bravery in this battle,

fighting against immeasurably superior ships and guns.

The Brazilians themselves confess it was * touch and go.'

They would probably have taken the squadron had they

immediately gone alongside instead of running down past

it.

The lirazilians celebrated this battle as a great victory,

and the Emperor conferred a cross on Barroso, the com-

mander^ and made him Baron das Amazonas, In any

other country he would have been tried by court-martial^

not only for not attempting to stop the retreating Para-

guayan steamers, but also for his rumoured cowardice on

board his own vessel, where lie is said to have completely

lost his head, and the Correntino pilot to have been tor

the time the real commander of the fleet.

Tamandare, who for months had been ' going,' did not

manage to get to the fleet, but was nevertheless compli-

mented for the * victory,' He was flirting in Buenos

Ayres.

On one occasion, when a Paraguayan steamer had

run alongside and past a Brazilian one» a Paraguayan
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jumped on board the latter, and split au officer's head

through to the neck with his cutlass^ when^ fiDding him-

self alone, he jumped through the opposite porthole and

escaped.

Captain Mesa was landed at Humaihl, and ^\e\\ cared

for ; but Lopez would not see him, and if he had not died

of his wounds, would probably have had him shot.

A sailor was shot for cowardice, the evening the steamers

returned to Humait&, having gone into the hold during

action. Lopez gave some foreigners to understand that

he was very vexed it had been reported to him, but that,

such being the case, he had no other course to pursue.

Two or three days after the battle, the people who had

taken refuge in the Chaoo arrived at Humaiti, having had

to walk all the way (forty miles), excepting just the pass^e

of the I'iirana. Among them came Messrs. Gibson,

Bagstcr, Spivey, and another—English engineers, the last

two very badly scalded. These died in a few days, and

Lopez had an English cemetery made at Humait4, with a

decent wall round it, and an ornamental gate.

Mr. Gibson was put into prison for many days. Mr.

Watts, chief engineer of the ^ Tacnari,' was uiaJe Knightof

the Order of Merit. He was three years afterwards one

of the victims of Lopez' latter unaccountable fit of blood-

thirstiness.

The news ofthis battle was not received in Buenos Ayres

for ten days, although it was only a four days' voyage,

and salvos, crackers, and rockets testified to the great

victory.

Lopez decreed a medal to the 2nd Regiment of Horse

Artillery, which was the one at Riachuelo, with the in«

Bcriptions, * The Marshal President to the 2od Regiment of

Horse .Vitillery,' and ' Kiachuclo, June It ;ind 13, iSGo.'

Tiiese medals were designed and struv'k in the country.

Steamers were scut to try and recover tlie stranded
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essels, but only the * Paragoari * could be taken back.

From the ' Jequitinhoulia ' were taken two 68-pounder8,

and four beautiful 32-pounder iron gun8> also two brass

5-iDch howitzers. A large spare brass screw was also

taken and sent to the foundry. Numbers of books,

swords, and papers, clothing, watches, and instruments,

were brought from the ' Jequitinhonha,' and hermainyard
was taken to Humaita, and made the centre column of a
dancing rotunda.

In less than two months Bruguez, having received

reinforcements (and with them two 32-pounders), made a

sudden forced march, and passed below the Brazilian fleet,

to Bella Vista, where he established his batteries on the

cliff of the river, there fifty feet high. When the Bra-

zilians, who had been reinforced by two more steamers,

knew he was there, they ran the gauntlet, and kept their

infantry all on deck and in the tops, to fire on the Para*

guayans; but, being completely commanded by the latter

irom the hiirh cliff, they did them no dama<;e, but lost a

terrible number of men themselves, as the Paraguayans

had three battalions of infantry under Major (afterwards

Greneral) Aquino, and swept the decks with their artillery.

They anchored about six miles further down the river, and
the same night Bruguez, making another rapid march,

by next morning again placed his batteries below them

at Cuevas. The Brazilians reconnoitred, and again found

fljring batteries below them ; they again ran the gauntlet,

but this time not a soul was seen on deck. They all

went into the hold, excepting the crew of the Buenos-

Ayrean steamer *Guardia Xacionnl ' (ex R.M.8. 'Ca-

milla'), which behaved gallantly, returning the fire all

the time. This last running of the batteries took place

on August 12.

The Brazilian fleet was not again seen or heard of for

eight months, when it went up the Parana in order to pass

f
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the allied army into Paraguay, and it was su])po8ed to be

incessantly trying to keep ahead of horrible flying bat-

teries ever ch)se on its heels.

General liobles was at Goya with the army, where he

had arrivedon June 3 ; and he began to retreat by forced

marches on the day of the Battle of Kiachuelo, probably

not knowing what the cannonading was about, as Lopez,

at the beginning of the war, never let his right hand

know what his left was doing, though in the latter part of

the contest he used to advise the whole of the army when
he was going to make an attack anywhere^ in order to

prevent confusion.

Robles encamped near Empedrado, twelve leagues be-

low Corrientes. On his advance he had been barely mo-

lested by the skirmishers of the enemy, under General

Caceres ; the main body of the enemy, under General

Paunero, being always sixteen or twenty leagues to the

south of him.

Robles remained at Empedrado, doing nothing, till

July 23, on which day General Barrios, Minister of War,
arrived at his camp, which was a mile from the riverside.

Bobles came out of his tent to meet and shake hands

with Barrios, who, however, pushed him back, and, deli-

vering a letter from Lopez, told him to read it. After

reading it, Robles took off his s^vu^d and presented it to

Barrios, who sent inm under guard on board the ' Ygurei,'

where he was confined to a state-room with a sentry at

the door, and taken to Humait^, together with his papers,

which Barrios had sealed up and sent to Lopez. In

Humaitd he was imprisoned in a room, no one being

allowed to communicate with him.

A short time before this, Kesquin had been recalled

from Matto-GrroBso, and promoted to be brigadier-general,

and was immediately despatched to Corrientes as second

to Bobles. He had no doubt also a commission to see what
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Bobles was doing, and Colonel Al^n> Bobles' Chief of

the Staif, was given him hj Lopez to be a spy upon his

actions.

It was circulated in the Paraguayan army that Robles

had agreed to sell the army to the enemy, and that it was

to be done in the following manner:—July 24 being

Lopez' birthday, of course danceswere given everywhere,

and Kobles was on that evening to send all his men to the

dances without their arms. The enemy was then quietiy

to walk in, and take the whole of them prisoners.

Bobles was left forsome months in his room at Humait^,

and was almost forgotten. Barrios stopped a short time

with the army, and then left Besquin in command. He
began again to advance, and marched as far as Bella

Vista, in the neighbourhood of which place the army con-

tinued for about a month, executing various marches

and countermarches with no apparent motive. It was

not molested by the enemy, General Paimero having

inarclied to the east at the end of July, and General

Caceres contenting himself with a few skirmishes, which

were always well fought on both sides.

In the former march to the south the towns had been

respected to a certain degree, but this time all were com-

pletely sacked. The triumvirate decreed all woollen and

cotton goods to be contraband of \v;u , aiul llius furnished

the Paraguayan steamers with an excuse tor taking to

Humaita everything of the kind they found*- Immense
stores of wines, liquors, and beer were also taken to the

Humait& government stores. Part of these are probably

not yet consumed. Many presents of articles robbed

were sent to T^opez, and a new piano, found in Mr.

Dclfino's house, was sent as a present to Mrs. Lynch.

People were also much iUused, and many were murdered

without any cause.

The people of Goya, hearing what was taking place,

o3
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and expecting every day that the Paraguayans would

axriye, deserted the town, and went to liye on islands in the

riyer, below the Brazilian fleets which waB at Goya^ and
which allowed the Paraguayans to hold the riyer aboye
that place, and carry away the spoil in their steamerB.

Tliey would certainly again have absconded had the Pa-

raguayans gone further south.

Lopez had thrown the city of Corrientes into a panic

by sending to Humait^^ in the middle of July, some six

or eight ladies from that place, being the families of some

distinguished Argentine officers, under the pretext that

they were in correspondence with the enemy. These poor

ladies were sent somewhere into the interior of Paraguay,

and have not since been heard of. Some of them were

forced to leaye their children in Corrientes.

On July 24 a ball was giyen in the city of Corrientes,

at which all the ladies were obliged to assist, and they

made a very good show of pretty faces and dresses.

Digitized by



85

CHAPTER VIIL

THE CAMPAIGN ON THE RIVER XTRUQUAr—THE ALLIES TAKE TFE
FIELD—IH£ £VA.CUAIXON OF COSBUSITIBS Br XUS PABAQVAXAN
AAMI,

At the same time that General Robles invaded Corrientes,

a column of 12,000 men and six guns marched across the

^ Missions of Corrioites ' to tiie Uruguay, with the object

of invading Bio Grande* This colunm—^which crossed

the Parand at Encamacion, called also Itaptia—was
cuiiimanded by Lieutenant-Colon el Antonio Lacu Esti-

garribia. He took canoes with him in carts, for crossing

the River Uruguay.

The two armies of Kobles and Estigarribia were separ

rated by the immense and impassable morass called

* Yberd'—literally, * shining lake.' This spreads over liali

the province of Corrientes, and stretches from the banks

of the Parana to near the south of the province. The
two armies could not communicate. They were two
hundred miles apart, as the crow flies. Estigarribia was
a like distance from Encamacion, the nearest point to him
of Paraguay, ami lie was therefore totally isolated, and

without any base of operations whatever. He kept up
communications with Paraguay, at first, by means of mes-

sengers on horseback, who, through the negligence of the

enemy, were enabled to carry the correspondence.

This isolation of Estigarribia was a fatal and unpardon-

able error, and Lopez paid for it by the loss of every man

Digitized by Google



86 THE WAB IN PAHAOUAT

of that army. It was a very daring thing to put the River

I^aiaiui between the. army and Paraguay, without having

any fortifications ur sliips of war to protect its return.

The Allies, however, did not profit by the opportunity

thuB afforded to them.

By the time Estigarribia reached the frontiers of the

province of Rio Grande, the Braralians had, in different

parts of it, 30,000 men, under the command of General

Canavarro and the Baron de Yagui. These, however,

took no notice of Estigarribia^ and allowed him to sack

their towns^ illtreat their women^ and destroy everything

before him^ without doing more than sending a few

skirmishers to watch him. If they left the honour, lives,

and property of their countrymen and countrywomen en-

tirely out of the question, and looked at it in a purely

military point of view, they did right, as they would have

had much more trouble in fighting him* than Uiey had
afterwards in besieging and starving him out, though

they had very superior i'orces. Strange to say, the Allies

knew nothing of this invasion by Estigarribia, till they

got copies of the Semanario (Paraguayan newspaper), in

which it was reported.

The Allies were nowbanning to get their forces toge*

ther. Concordia, on the Uruguay, was made the rendez-

vous, and at the beginning of J une some thousands of

Brazilians arrived and encamped there. General Mitre,

Commander-in-Chief of the allied forces, left the Govern-

ment of the Argentine Confederation in the hands of Don
Marcos Paz, Vice-President, and started for Concordia

on June 17. A few days afterwards. General Flores ar-

rived there with 6,000 men, half of them Brazilians. The
Argentine troops were also assembling there gradually.

General Osorio, commander of the Brazilians, was already

there, and the Brazilian troops were arriving continually.

On July 18, General Flores, who was named ' General-
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in-Chief of the Vanguard,' marched up the r\<^hi Itank

of the Uruguay to meet the Paraguayans, ipvho were

advancing southward.

Colonel Estigarribia and his anny advanced^ with little

opposition, as far a's opposite San Borja, having a vanguard

of 2,500 men under Major Duarte. Plere he crossed the

Uruguay, leaving Duarte ou the right bank, and took

San Borja (June 10), where some show of resistance was

made by Colonel Payba with 2^000 men. General Cana-

varro^ with 4»000 men, kept himself at a prudent distance,

and, on the taking of San Borja, retreated to Uruguay-

ana, which place he then began to fortify.

General Canavarro was afterwards tried by court-

martial, for allowing Estigarribia to cross the river almost

unmolested ; as, with the small means at the disposal of

the latter, it was stated that dOO men would have been

quite sufficient to have prevented the passage of the

river.

Estigarribia and Duarte kept up their communications

by means of canoes, of which they took a considerable

number on the Uruguay, besides those that they had

brought from Paraguay. They marched down the river,

opposite and in sight of each other, delayino^ a p^reat deal

on the road, and receiving one reinforcement ot 400 men
from Paraguay. On August 6, Estigarribia entered Uru-

guayana, which General Canavarro (who had now 8,000

men, including Colonel Payba^) had fortified, but which

he had thought prudent to evaeuate, leaving two field-

guns, and stores of victuals, for Estigarribia, who settled

down there with 8,000 men. Duarte encamped opposite,

with 2 ,500, at a place called Yatai.* These 10,500 men
were all that remained of the total force of 12,400, the

remainder having gone back sick or died on the road,

some few having been killed in the skirmishes.

* Yatait the name of a palm with edible fruit.

r
Digitized by Gopgle



THE WAE IN PAEAQUAY.

Duarte'B scouts now brought hiiii news of the approach

of Flores with a large force, and he sent to EBtigarribia,

to ask for reinforcements. The reply was, that if he was

afraid^ some one else should he sent to command in his

stead. Duarte also wrote to General Robles, telling him

of his condition. He also mentions in this letter that he

had orders from Lopez to kill all the prisoners he took.

The letter was captured on the road by General Fauneio,

who was marching to incorporate his force with that of

General T lores.

On August 17, 1865, General Flores came up to

Yatai, having a force of 13,000 men, and the whole of the

Oriental artillery, which consisted of four smoothbore

6-pounder8 and four rifled 9-pounders* He at once sent

a summons to Duarte to surrender, which Duarte refused

to do, saying that he had Jio orders to that effect from the

Supreme Government. Duarte posted his line behind

some houses, his rear being secured by the Kiver Uruguay,

and awaited the assault* This was very shortly begun by
attacking columns, which received a terrible fire from

Duarte's infantry, and were then charged by his cavalry,

which cut dowu many men. The superiority of numbers,

however, soon told, and Duarte's line was broken, and

thrown into complete disorder. The Paraguayans, however,

kept up a very harassing fire from groups and from indi*

viduals, until they were absolutely cut down, for they

would accept no quarter. Kot a man escaped. Between
two and three hundred prisoners were taken, including

Major Duarte.

Officers of the allied army wrote from the field of

battle that ike carnage had been something frightful, as

no human power could make the Paraguayans surrender,

and that even single individuals would rather fight on,

with certain death before theiu. The loss of the Allies

was heavy, amounting to about 2,500 killed and wounded.
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The fevr Paraguayans who were taken prisonerB were

draughted into the armies of the Allies, and had clothing

given them, the flimsy stuffs they had started with from

Paraguay being completely worn-out, and the men nearly

naked. Major Duarte was sent to Buenos Ayres^ and

had eyery comfort proyided for him by the Groyerament.

The gracefulness of this conduct was greatly marred by
some of the journals there harping upon the subject every

day, and aho upon the clothing which had been given to

the prisoners. They were probably astonished at the

moderation of the Allies in haying left any prisoners

aliye^ such an eyent being ahnost unknown in the annals |L/

of South-American warfare—the custom being to cut

prisoners' throats af ter a battle.

The right bank of the Uruguay was now completely

freed from the inyaders, and the Allies turned their

thoughts towards Estigarribia at Uruguayana* He had

witnessed the total defeat of Duarte, and it was supposed

that he would soon surrender. However, he lost no time

in strengthening the fortifications which General Cana-

varro had commenced^ and he made an abatis round the

place.

On August 25, General Mitre'marched firom Concordia

with the rest of the allied army, and crossed oyer to

Uruguayana. Admiral Tamandare had four steam-gun-

boats there^ which he had been able to pass over the

rapids by means of a great rise in the riyer,

Bstigarribia actually began to retreat, which would

haye sayed him ; but, probably thinking of what Lopez

would do to him if he acted without orders, he returned

to Uruguayana, and remained there.

The allied generals now sent a note to Estigarribia,

inviting him to surrender, proposing that the whole of

the garrison should haye their freedom, eyen to return at

once to Paraguay, and that they should retire with all

r
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the honours of war. This Estigarribia refused, in a long

letter. The letter of the Allies ^va8 sent by a Paraguayan

lieutenant, who had been taken at the Battle of Yatai ; the

same officer was sent back with the answer.

The Allies wrote again, in the beginning of September, ^

telling him that they had forces sufficient to overwhdm
him, and reinforcements continually arriving; that it

was the duty of a military man to resist only while there

was some chance of success, and that, Lojiez having left

him in the lurch, it was not necessary to fight any more

for him.

The answer of Estigarribia is rather long, but is worth

reading. It is as follows

* Vive the Republic of Paraguay !

* Gamp at Uragaayana* S^tember 5, 1865.

^The Commander-in-Chief of the Division in Operation

on the River Uruguay^ to the Representatives of the

Vanguard of the Allied Army*

* The undersigned, Commander-in-Chief of the Para-

guayan dirision in operation on the River Uruguay,

has the honour to reply to the note which your Excel-

lencies addressed to him, on the 2nd instant, proposing the

basis of an arrangement.

* Before entering on the principal part of your Excel-

lencies* note, I may be allowed to refute, with the decency

md dignity of a soldier of honour, all those statements in

the said note which are injurious to the Supi'eme Govern-

ment of the undersigned. With the permission of your

Excellencies, such statements place that note on the some

level as the newspapers of Buenos Ayres, which for some

years havedone nothing else,and have had no other object.
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than grossly and severely to blacken the Government of

Paraguay, throwing out at the same time rude calumnies

against the people, who have replied to them by honestly

labouring for their domestic happiness—^their greatest

delight being in maintaining internal peace^ which is the

fundamental base of the preponderance of a nation.

* As vour Excellencies show so much zeal in crivinor the

Paraguayan nation its liberty, according to your own ex-

pressions^ why have you not begun by freeing the <ttn-

happy negroes of Brazil, who form the greater part of its

population, and who groan under the hardest and most

terrible slavery, to enrich and keep in idleness a few

hundreds of the grandees of the Empire ? Since when has

a nation, which by its own spontaneous and free will

elects the Oovemment which presides over its destinies,

been called a nation of slaves? Doubtless, since Brazil

has undertaken the affairs of the River Plate, with the

decided desire of siil
)j
ugating and enslaving the sister

Ile]nil)lics of Paraguay, and perhaps even Paraguay

itseli, had it not counted upon a patriotic and foreseemg

Government.

'Your EzcelleneieB will allow me these digressions,

since you have provoked them by insulting the Govern-

ment of my Fatlierland in your note.

* 1 am not of the same opinion with your Excellencies,

that a military man of honour, and a true patriot, should

limit himself to fight only when he has a probability of

conquering.

* II" your Excellencies open any history, you will learn,

firom the records of that great book of humanity, that the

great captains, whom the world still remembers with pride,

counted neither the number of their enemies, nor the

elements they disposed of, but conquered or died in the

name of their country. Recollect that Leonidas, when

he was keeping the Pass of Thei*mopyl» with 300 Spar-
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tans, would not listen to the propositions of the King of

Persia ; and when a soldier told him that his enemies were

60 numerous that their arrows darkened the sun, he an-

swered. So much the better—^we will fight in the shade."

Like the Spartan captain, I cannot listen to propositions

made by the enemy ; for I have been sent, with my com*

panions, to fight in defence of the rights of Paraguay, and

as its soldier, I must answer your Excellencies, when you

enumerate to me the number of your forces, and the

amount of artillery at your disposal— So much the

better; the smoke of the cannon shall be our shade."

' If fortune should decree us a tomb in this city of

Uruguayana, our fellow -oirizens will preserve the renu'in-

brance of those Paraguayans who died fighting for the

cause of their country, and who, while they lived, did not

surrender to the enemy the sacred ensign of the liberty

of their nation.

' God preserve your Excellencies many years !

' Antonio Esxigabbibia.'

Estigarribia's letters were the productions of a priest,

who accompanied him as chaplain and secretary. Later

on in the war the priests did duty as secretaries in all the

divisions of the army.

The Emperor of Brazil and his son-in-law-, the Count

d'Eu, arrived in front of Uruguayana on September 5, to

review the troops. Mr. Thornton,^ recently appointed

H.B.M.'8 Minister to Brazil, arrived shortly afterwards,

to present his credentials to tihe Emperor.

Arrangements were now made by the Allies for attack-

ing the place. They had 30,000 men, and forty-two rifled

guns, besides those on the gunboats. It was confidently

believed, by all the allied generals, that with the artillery

they had, tiiey could knock the place down on to Esti*

* Mr. Thornton is now British ambassador at Washington, U.S.
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garribia, and kill eTery Paraguayan in the town^ by bom-
barding it for two days, placing their guns out of range of

those of Estifjarribia ; aiid it was determined, that when
their guns wtre all in position, they would fire two or three

hundred shots, which were to have the effect of ^ghten-
ing him, then stop the fire and send word to him to

auirender, which he would be sure to do.

Estigarribia's provisions meanwhile had got very low
;

his army had consumed all the bullocks, and was now
eating the horses. He sent all the women out of the

place, so as to have fewer mouths to fill, and was getting

worse off every day. On September 13, he wrote to

Mitre, telling him that the conditions proposed hitherto

by the allied generals were not sucli as he could accept,

and asking liini to open negotiations anew. Mitre, how-

ever, took no notice of the letter, but determined to get

everything ready for an assault, and then to summon him
to surrender.

On the 17th, Estigarribia began to make rails, with the

idea of crossing the river on them and in his canoes, and

thus escaping, but there was no longer any time to do so.

The operation would also probably have failed if under-

taken, as the enemy had men on the other aide of the

river, besides their boats on it.

On September 18, the whole of the allied army took

up its position ready for attack, and at twelve o'clock sent

anr intimation to Estigarribia to surrender within four

hours. Estigarribia answered by making the following

proposals :—1st. That all the rank and file should sur-

render as prisoners ; 2nd. That all the officers should be
allowed to keep their swords, and to go wherever they

. liked—even to Paraguay ; and 3rd. That the Orientals

• should be prisoners to Brazil. This last clause was in-

tended to save the lives of a few Orientals who had

joined Estigarribia, and who expected that Flores woula
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cut their throats, according to the amiable practice of the

country.

The allied commanders assembled in the Emperor'^

tent, and having consulted together, replied that the iirst

and third terms would be granted, but that the officers

must giice up their swords; they might, however, reside

anywhere they pleased, with the exception of Paraguay.

The whole affair was finished by iour o'clock, and Esti-

garribia delivered his sword to the Brazilian Minister of

War, ^vlio was there with the Emperor.

The Paraguayans were draughted into the allied armies,

excepting a few hundreds, who were sent to the different

countries of the Allies, to be stared at. All their

muskets, as also those taken at Yatai, were fiint-locks.

The men were terribly thin, having for some time had

nothing but a ration of lump-sugar, of which there had
been a stock in the place. Only 6,000 of them came
out alive.

Estigarribia had received no communication from

Lopez since June 11.

The Emperor of Brazil gaye all the troops who had

been present at Uruguayana a medal for their bravery.

General Castro, with 2,000 men, and Colonel Re-
guera, with 700, had been despatched, before the

Battle of Yatai, to the rear of the Parag^uayans, with

orders to march opposite Encarnacion, along the same

road by which the Paraguayans had come, in order to

cut off their communications, and to reconnoitre, in case

any reinforcements should be sent that way to relieve

Estigarribia. Nothing was however attempted, and the

eastern part of Corrientes, as well as Rio Grande, was

quite free from the invaders. On September 27, Colonel

Beguera metwith 100 Paraguayans, who skirmished with

him, and fought, hiding among the woods* At last he

dismounted his cavalry, and made them go on foot into
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the woods^ after the Paraguayans, cutting up about thirty '

ol" them. In his report, he states that nothing would

induce them to surrender ; they all preferred death.

In the Paraguayan army the Battle of Yatai was con-

sidered of little or no importance, except to show Ihe

Allies what sort of people they were going to war with,

and that they would fight to tiie death rather than ^ve
in. But the news of the surrender of Estigarribia fell

like a thunderbolt upon Lopez, though he must have

known that his division was doomed, cut off and be-

sieged as it was by the whole of the allied armies,
.

either to die to the last man, or to surrender. On
receiving the news, Lopez was very savage with

Estii^arrlbia. He sent for all the officers in rrarrison at

Humalta, and told them of it. savino- that Estijcarribia

had sold the garrison for 3,000 doubloons (10,000/. and

holding him up to their execration as a traitor. This was
the only reverse in the whole war which affected Lopez at

all, though he did not show it in public. For three days

he was so savage, that even his son, on whom he doted,

was afraid to go near him.

There was a demonstration got up by the Club at

Asuncion, to denounce Estigarribia ; and the SemaTutrio

was loud in praising the grand strategy of Lopez, and in

calling him the Cincinnatus of America.

Lopez immediately ordered the evacuation of Corrien-

tes by the whole of the Paraguayan forces. Berges,

by Lopez' order, wrote to the triumvirate, saying that the

Paraguayan Government had not met with the support

in Corrientes which it had expected, the forces of the

triumvirate not eveu keeping open the communications of

' his armies ; and that therefore he had resolved to with-

draw all his forces into Paraguay, where the communi-

cations would be free from the accidents to which they

were exposed in Corrientes, and offering the hospitality

r
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of Paraguay to all who chose to accept it, including the

triumvirate.

He also wrote a circular to the foreis^n diplomatic

agents, stating that Paraguay had carried on the war in

Corrientes in a most * ciyilised ' manner, ayoiding^ aa far

as possible, the evils of war, and saying that if any of their

subjects had suffered damages, the Paraguayan Govem-
uient would* settle them at tiie cud of the war.

The Paraguayans embarked their artillery, which was
at Cuevas, in steamers (the Brazilian fleet being close by,

at Groya), and General Kesquin deployed his army into

as long a line as possible, from the river towards the east»

and marched northwards, sweeping before him all the

cattle and horses, to Paso la Patrla, where two little

steamers, with some lighters, were waiting to pass them
over the river into Paraguay* The passage began on
October 31. Other steamers were employed in trans-

porting troops from Corrientes to Humaiti.

After the l\uaguayans had evacuated Cuevas, and the

allied troops had taken possession, the Brazilian fleet

ventured to go there, and the same happened at Bella

Vista and at Corrientes. This last city had not been

sacked, nor its inhabitants, in general, illtreated ; but, of

course, the people were delighted to be free from Lopez'

jpranks. Many Correntinos, who had compromised them-

Ipelves with the Paraguayans, accompanied them to Para-

guay, taking their families with them.

On the day that the Paraguayans began to cross the

1Paran& to Itapir6, five Brazilian war-steamers came nearly

within cannon-shot of the little Paraguayan steamers.

People who saw this, of course, gave up the armv as lost,

thinking that the Brazilians would never allow it to cross

the river, and that it would soon be overtaken and de-

stroyed by the allied armies. The Brazilians, however,

contented themselves with seeing what was going on, and
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went away, absolutely, without firing a shot ! They made
the excuse that there was not a sufficient depth of water for

their ships, which was however false^ for afterwards,

when the river was much lower, the same ships were con-

tinually coming and going. Thej also said thej did

not know what masked batteries the Paraguayans might

have placed, and they would not risk their vessels.

By November 3, the Paraguayans had passed their

last man and gim over the river, and about 100,000 head

of cattle. They also killed many thousands which they

were not able to pass over. The catde brought from

Corrientes were, however, of very little use to the Para-

guayans, as they almost all died, either of fatigue, want
of food (there beiag very little pasturage near Paso la

Patria), or from eating a poisonous herb called ' mio-mio,'

which abounds in the South of Paraguay, and which only

animals reared in the district have the instinct to avoid.

The number of dead animals on the ground about Itapirti

and a few leagues beyond it was terrible during some

months.

H
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CHAPTEJ8. IX

LOPEZ rKEPARES TO RECEIVE THE ALLIES IN PARAGUAY—RECRIMI-

NATIONS BETWEEN LOPEZ AND MITRE—THE ALLIES ARRH'E ON*

THE CORRIENTES SIDE OF PASO LA PAXRIA—RAIU8 OF THE PABA-
GUAYANS ON CORBIENTES.

When Lopez left Asuncion, in June, for Ilumaita, he

gave out tluiL he was going to take tlie command of the

army of Corrientes in person, and he was expected every

day to Btart from Humait^ for that purpose. Prepara*

tions and rumours to that effect were continuaL He
had two omnihuses fitted up for taking with him on
the campaign—one as a writing-room^ and the other as

a bedroom. He was said to be going to march to Monte
Video and to Buenos Ayres, and doubtless such was his

intention ; had he gone with his army in the heginning of

the year, he would have carried everything hefore him,

and could have dictated his own terms to those countries.

They had then no army to speak of, and the Paraguayans,

believing^ as they did^ in his prowess^ would have done

anything had he commanded in person.

He probably had the idea> as was said^ of being crowned

Emperor of the Biver Plate. Had he marched as far as

Entre-Kios, Urquiza would perhaps have joined him.

As things had turned out, however, he looked very small

to the Ailies» who^ since they had taken the field, had met

with every success. Lopez had lost all prestige as a ge-

neral, from having sent Estigarribia's column, withoat

any support, into the heart of the enemy's country. He

very likely expected Urquiza to help Estigarribia, but

there was no treaty to that eiect, although Urquiza
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doubtless led Lopez to expect his aid, and agents were

continually coming and going between them. The Para-

guayan army was coutinually encouraged by being told

that Urquiza was on the move to join it. Bolivia was
also stated to be about making an alliance wiih Paraguay,

and 12,000 Bolivians were said to be on the march to

Matto-Grosso. The Chilian press was the only foreign

support which Lopez had at this time.

He now sent an exploring party^ and made a path from

near Gorambd to Santo Corazon^ in Bolivia^ tfarongh

a totally desert tract of country. This was the only road

to Boli^ ia, and diirinf]^ the whole of the war, the Allien

Hupposed Lopez to be receiving stores and ammunition by

that route. Such was not^ however, the case, as every-

thing had to be taken on mules, including provisions for

the joiirnej, wluch took a long time ; and there being no

bridges or boats for crossing the rivers on the road,

nutliing could be taken which might not be passed over

a river in a 'pelota.' This is a idnd of dish, formed by
tying up the comers and turning up the sides of a raw

hide, stiff from having been dried in the sun, and capable

of floating on the water. Persons who do not wish to get

wet cross rivers in these vessels, sitting very carefully in

the middle when the 'pelota' is launched and towed over

to the other side. The road was only used tlirce or four

times, and all that was ever brought by it was a little sugar

and coffee, whidi might all be placed on an armchair.

Paraguay never received, during the whole war, sup-

plies of any kind from abroad, excepting those taken in

Matto-Grosso and in Corrientes.

Several Italian vessels were detained three months at

Humaitd by Lopez, under the pretext that they would

take news out of the country. A small English steamer,

the * Flying Fish,' was also detained. Dr. Barton, an

Englishman who had rendered distinguished services for
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many years to the Paraguayan Government, as chief

medical officer, was going to England in this steamer, and

was detained for a fortnight on boards at Humaita, with

hardly anything to eat. The steamer was then sent back

to ^undon, and bought by the Groyernment JDr*

Barton, however, luckily got away in a sailing-Teasel.

There were now in Paraguay many refugees, from

Monte Video and the Confederation ; among them Dr.

Carreras (ex-Minister of War of Monte Video), Colonel

Lagunai Colonel Tehno Lopez**—the Correntino trium-

virate. Most of these refugees were men who had gone

to offer Ijopez their military services, which he accepted,

althoTiirh he gave no employinent to any of them. They
were afterwards shot or tortured to death.

Lopez brought his brothers, Benancio and Benigno,

down to Humaita, to have them specially under his eye.

They were both of them in very bad health.

At the end of October I commenced a triofonometrical

survey of the ground between the Parang and llumaita,

the probable future seat of operations. This was the

first survey ever made of the ground.

The army which had returned from Corrientes looked

terribly fatigued, bat all the men were delighted to get

back to Paraguay. Only about 14,000 men returned

sound, and about 5,000 sick. These last had come at

different times during the whole of the campaign. About

8,500 men had perished in Corrientes, making a loss of

21,OuO men, including the column of Estigarribia. In

Paraguay some 30,000 men had already died since the

besinninij of the recniitincr, makinof in all some 40,000

men dead, and 10,000 surrendered, while the war was

only just beginning. The latter were chiefly recruits,

the old soldiers having resisted better. Ever since the

* The name of Lopez is a more common name in South America than

Brown is in England.
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commencement of the recraiting, diarrjcea and dysentery I

had made great, havoc in the ranks. . These diseases
|

were owing chiefly to the total change of diet the soldiers i

underwent, and were more or less prevalent andlfatal all
|

through the wan There were also epidemics of tnc^l^ ^

and smallpox, hoth in Paraguay and in Conientes, which

carried off thousands, leaving others in an extremely ^

attenuated condition. For two or three months after

Lopez got to Humaitd, the hospitals went on very well,

aB» though there were hardly any drugs, there was plenty

of wine and sugar which had been brought from the towns

of Corrientes.

Lopez now talked of going to Santa Teresa, to form

his principal camp there, as it was not known which route

the Allies would choose for invading Paraguay. At
Santa Teresa he would be halfway between Paso la

Patria and Encaraadon, the only two places on the

Parang which could be conyeniently passed by an army.

The Allies,ho\v ever,immediately after taking Uruguayana,

began to recross the E-iver Uruguay, and to march in

several divisions towards Paso la Patria, with the view of

intercepting General Kesquin, who nevertheless was too

fast for them.

The Paraguayans hid six fieldpieces in the woods on

the bank of the Paraguay, about a mile above its fall into

the Parand. Six pieces were left at Itapird, while the

others which had been brought from Corrientes (about

60 pieces), were taken to Paso la Patria, and there placed

in reserve.

A small battery, of one 8-inch gun, two 32-pounders,

and IVurteen fieldpieces, wad established at Curupayty,*

with furnaces for heating shot. These however were never

used, as the wooden ships did not come within range of

* Curupayty : curupay, a tree, the bark of which is used for tanning

;

ty^ plantation : a plantation of ' curupays.'
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the batteries. ./.'A ^'tockade of piles was also driven across

the river \iktfi;l But the piles were so far apart as to be

quite \ifl4leis tor stopping the navigation.

Ou*ifc>vember 23, Lopez addressed the following letter

•^0 !^ffttlddeiit Mitre :

—

.
* Headquarters at Humaita, November 20, 1865.

' To Hi$ Excellency the President of the Argentine

Republicf Brigadier-General Don BartolomS Mitre,

General-in-Chief of the Allied Army,

* I bave tbe honour to address to you the present com-

munication, as Cieneral-in-Chief of the allied aiinies

at war with this iiepublic.

^ In the imperious necessity under wliich nations and

their governments sometimes find themselves^ to settle by
arms those questions which affect their vital interests^

war has broken out between this Republic and the States

whose armies your Excellency commands-in-chief.

* In these cases it is the general use and custom among

civilised nations to lessen the evils of war by laws to that

effect^ omitting those acts of cruelty and barbarity

which, while they dishonour humanity, leave an indelible

blot on the commanders avHo order, authorise, protect, or

tolerate them, and I had ex[)ected such behaviour from

your Excellency and your allies.

c In this belief^ and in the knowledge of these duties,

one of my first cares was to order that all prisoners, of

whatever class they be, should be treated and main-

tained according to their ranks, and in effect they have

enjoyed as much comfort and liberty as their position and

conduct permitted.

* The (jovemment of the Republic has given the fullest

protection, not only to the Argentine, Brazilian, and

Oriental citizens who were in its territory, or wliuiii tlic

events of the war had placed in the power of its aims.
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but it has even extended this protection to the prisoners
|

of wan
I

'The strict discipline of the Paraguayan armies in

Argentine territory and in Brazilian towns is a proof of

this, and even the families and interests of individuals

who were in arms against the Bepublic, haTe been re-

spected and protected,

* Your Ezcellencj, however, began the war with ex-

cesses and atrocities, such as the imprisonment of the

agent of the Republic in Buenos Ayres, Felis Equzquiza;

the order tor the imprisonment, and the consequent perse-

cution, of Jose Kufo Caminos, consul-general of the

Kepublic.in the Argentine Confederation, and of his son, !

Jos^ Felis, who had to take refuge under the friendly I

flag of Her Britannic Majesty ; the sequestration and
;

confiscation of the public and private funds of those
;

citizens, whether in their own power, or deposited in

banks; the imprisonment of Cipriano Ayala, a simple

bearer of despatches ; the violent removal of the national

coat-of-arms from the consulate of the Republic, to be

dragcfed about the streets; the public execution of the

portrait of the President of the Ecpublic, and the subse-

quent throwing of that portrait, together with the national

coat-of-arms, into the Biver Paran&, before the public, at

the port of Bosario; the atrocious assassination com-

mitted by General Caceres in liie town of Saladas, on

the citizen, Marcelino Ayala, who, having fallen ^vounded

into his hands, would not take up arms against his com-

panions ; and the barbarous treatment by which the same

general put an end to the days of the likewise wounded

ensign, Faustino Ferreira, at Bella Vista ; the barbarous

cruelty with which the wounded at the battle of Yatai

were killed ; and the sending of the Paraguayan deserter,

Juan Gonzalez, on the special and positive commission of

assassinating me. All these have not been sufficient to

r
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make me change my iirm resolution not to accompany

your Excellency in such barbarous and atrocious acts ;

nor did I ever believe that new crimes could be invented,

\ to enrich the atrocitieB and infanues which have for so

long been a public scourge, and a dishonour to the per-

petual intestine wars of the River Pkte.
* I had hoped that, in this first international war, your

Excellency would have taught your subordinates that

a prisoner of war is still a citizen of his country, and

a Christian; that when he has surrendered he is no
longer an enemy; and that the prisoners would be at

least respected in their wretched condition, as the prison-

ers of the allied anny fully are in this Republic. But,

with extreme pain, I have had to renounce these hopes,

haying received information of still more illegal, atrocious,

and infamous actions, which are committed on the Para-

guayans, who have had the fatal misfortune to &.11 as

prisoners into the power of the allied army.

'Your Excellency has compelled the prisoners taken

in different engagements, especially those taken at Yatai,

and those who surrendered at Uruguayana, to take up
arms against their country, augmenting with their persons

the effedave force of your army by thousands, rendering

I them traitors in order to deprive them of their rights as

citizens, and to take away the most remote hope of their

ever returning to their country and families, whether by
an ezdiange of prisoners or by any other transaction

;

and those who have refused to assist in destroying their

country have been cruelly immolated.

* Those who have not shared this horrible fate, have .

been used for no less iuhuman and repugnant ends—the

greater part of them having been taken and reduced to

slaveiy in Brazil ; and those who, fiom the colour of their

skin, were even less suitable for sale, have been sent to

the Banda Oriental, and to the Argentine provinces, as
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presents, as beings curious to look upon, and subject to

servitude.

* TliiB coTitempt, not only of tlie lawb of war, but of

humanity; tliis barbarous and iuiamous coercion^ which

places the Paraguayan prisoners between the alternative

of suffering death or of becoming traitors or slaves^ is the

first example I know in the history of war ; and it is upon

your Excellency, upon the Em])eror of Brazil, and upon

the actual Governor of the Oriental Kepublic, your

allies, that the stain of inventing and executing such

wickedness will falL

' The Paraguayan Oovemment has not proYoked these
'

atrocities by any of its acts, either before or since the

corainencement of the war. The Argentine, Brazilian,

and Oriental citizens have had full liberty to retiie with

their property from the Republic, and from the Argentine

territory which was occupied by its forces^ or to remain

there as it suited them best.

* In this, my Government respected the international r\

agreements made for a case of w^ar, without taking into
|

consideration that those treaties had expired, only viewing

their principles as being of permanent interest^ humane^

and according to the national honour. It also never

forgot its own dignity, nor the consideration which it

owes to every Government and to its chief, although, in

actual war, so far as to tolerate insults to the emblem of

the country of any of the Allies, or the execution of your

Excellency or of your allies, in effigy; and much less

could I imitate your Bxcellency, by employing, as a

means of war, any Argentine, Oriental, or Brazilian
j

deserter, to assassinate you in your camp. Public opinion

and history Avill judge these acts severely.

' The Allies, therefore, are not carrying on war ac- j

cording to the laws and customs of eiyilized nations, but

are making it a war of extermination and horrors, autiio-
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risiug and using the atrocious means 1 have denounced^

wbic li public opinion will always stamp as infamons.

* Your Excellency and your allies haying carried on
the war as shown, I shall^ in defence ofmy rights, and in

virtue of tlie oblisration I am under, as Supreme Com-
mander of the armies of the Kcj)ublic» do all in my
power to make your Excellency cease these acts, which

my own dignity prevents me from allowing to continue;

and to that end I invite your Excellency, in the name of

humanity, and of the honour of the Allies, to lay those

barbarities aside, and to place the Paraguayan prisoners

of war in the proper enjoyment of their rights as prison-

ers, whether they be in arms, in slavery in Brazil, or

reduced to servitude in the Argentine and Oriental Be-
publics ; and not to continue any act of atrocity—^warning

your Excellency, that if no answer is returned to this, and

if the prisoners are still kept in arms against their country,

either scattered in the allied army, or in separate corps;

or should the Paraguayan flag appear in your Excel-

lency's ranks, or any new atrocity be committed on the

prisoners, I shall no longer consider myself boundby any

consideration, aud, although with repugnance, shall make

the Argentine, Brazilian, and Oriental citizens, whether

prisoners of war or not, existing in the territory of the

Republic, or in any territory which its army may occupy,
' answerable with their persons, property, and lives, to

the most vigorous reprisals.

' I await your Excellency's reply within the peremp-

tory term of thirty days, during which time it will be

delivered at Paso la Patria.

' 6od preserve your Excellency many years

!

' Francisco Solano Lopbz.'

The following answer was returned by President Mitre

after a few days :

—
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'Headquarters noar Bella Vista, Nov. 25, 1865.

* To Hi$ £xceUency the President of the Republic of i'o-

raguoxfi Marshal Francisco Solano Lopez,

'I have received the note which your Excellency

addressed to me, as General-in-Chief of the allied anny^

from your headquarters at Humaiti, dated the 20th inst,

in which^ aiier referring to acts supi)osed to be contrary

to the laws of war, perpetrated by the allied armies on

the Paraguayans taken prisoners at Yatai and at the sur-

render of Urugaayana> as also to other events which

your Excellency names, you invite me to observe those

laws^ intimating your intention to make reprisals should

this not be done.

* Having perused the said note of your Excellency^ I

am bound to reply, that the charges your Excellency

makes in it, of want of humanity and self-respect on

the part of the alKed armies against the Paraguayans

who have surrendered to the force of their uruL^, are,

some of them totally false, and others misrepresented.

This is perhaps due to impassioned and false information

given to your Excellency, and it is a pity that a moment
of reflection has not shown you the falseness of those

reports.

* The Government of my country, as well as those of

the Empire of Brazil and of the Oriental Kepublic, being

placed under the imperative duty of arising to defend :

Iheir honour, their dignity, and the integrity of their
|

territory, wilfully attacked by your Excellency, in a i

manner unusual among civilised nations; their fortifica-
|

tions and steamers of war being assaulted in time of

peace, without any previous declaration of war, which

gives these aggressions a piratical character ; and being

obliged to go to the rescue of, and to save from death,

and from the most barbarous depredations, the lives and

r
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property of their respective nations, both in the imperial

provinces of Matto-Grosso and Bio Grande^ and in this

Argentine proymce of CorrienteB^ they have endeavoiired -

\ to subject themselyes strictly to the laws of international

i war. And this they have done, not only from duty and

j
from a sense of honour, but also because, having wit-

j
nessedy with indignation and repugnance, the violence and

I crimes of every kind which your Excellency's forces

\ have committed in the towns and- in other parts of the

i BraaiKan and Argentine territory, which unfortunately

they occupied, though only for a short time,* they would

; not commit the crimes which they reproached, nor could,

nor would, show before the civilised and Christian world

any other example than that which they are accustomed

to give with their armies, which have the noble mission

of yindicating the national honour, and not that of sacking

defenceless towns and private property, as your Excel-

lency's forces did the whole time they continued in

Argentine and Brazilian territory, on both sides of the

Uruguay, as far as Uruguayana and Paso de los Libres,

leaving those towns and the neighbouring country com-

pletely devastated ; a great part of the robbed booty

having been sent to Paraofuay and placed at your Ex-
. cellency's disposal, by your own order, as appears from

the book containing copies of the communications ad-

dressed to your Excellency by Colonel £stigarribia,

commander of those Paraguayan forces, which book is

now in the hands of the Brazilian Government ; while

the army which your Excellency sent forth upon this

I
province of Corrientes, and which reached the Pass of

i the Santa Lucia, has committed even more atrodous

acts, taking by force all the cattle from thousands of
' farms, setting fire to the houses, and leaving thousands

* It was believed, in thfi Biyer Plate, th^ theBrastliiuis had reconqvefed

Matto-QroMo, which, howemr, they never did.
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of families without roof or shelter in the midst of the

wasted country ; and carryiDg its inhumanity, or rather

that of your Excellency, whose order was invoked to

that eii'ect, to the length of turning from their houses

and canying captiye to Paraguaj^ the innocent wives

and helpless children of patriotic and yaliant officers

belonging to the Argentine army, who had remained in

places occupied by your Excellency's forces, expecting

that you would observe those rules which you now invoke

in favour of the Paraguayan prisoners—thus giving a

right to doubt the sincerity of him who has ignored them,

as your Excellency has done, even towards women and

children. All these acts, which are of public notoriety,

will be eternally icrnominious to him who has ordered^ ,

authorised, or consented to them; and your Excellency

will consequently have to answer, not only to the Allies

who are now waging war against yon, but also to the

whole world, which has been unanimous in a cry of

execration against them. I

* The couibats having terminated favourably for the Al-

lies, the wounded and the prisoners were the first received

and treated in the hospitals of the army, being placed on

the same footing with those belonging to ihe allied army

;

and thsy were even more particularly taken care of, from

the compassion and sympathy which they naturally in-

spired, as much from their nakedjiess and want, as because

they could be only looked upon* as unhappy victims of an

ill-advised Governor,who sent them to die in an unjust and
groundless war, begun by a capridous and arbitrary will.

Far , therefore, from forcing the prisoners to join the ranks

of the allied armies, or from treating them with rigour,

they have all been treated, not only with humanity, but

witbibenevolence—many having been placed completely at

liberty, many others having been sent to the towns, and

part destined to passive service in the allied armies, espe-
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dally in the hospitals in wbich their own companions were

being treated. It is true that niuiiy of them have entered

the ranks of the allied armies, hut it has been by their own
free will and because they desired it, which favour could

not be denied them,wh^ their countrymen who were re*

fugees in the territory of the allied nations had sponta^

neously req[ue8ted to be armed, and it had been conceded

to tliem.

* These are the principal charges which your Excel-

lency's note contains. What has been said is sufHcient,

not only to refute them, but to throw upon the real author

the immense responsibility of the barbarous deeds which

have been committed in this war. I might do the same

with the isolated facts which your Excellency mentions,

but some are so notoriously false, and others inexact, that

it would be useless to refute them, especially as we are in

open war, and the question has to be decided by arms.

Your Excellency understands perfectly that this is not the

moment for recriminations, into which I should have to

enter did I reply to the other charges of your Excellency.

I will wind up by saying that I cannot comprehend how
your Excellency has been able to believe the story of the

deserter Juan Gonzalez, if such a deserter ever existed

;

and it is a pity, for the very honour of the post in which

your Excellency has placed yourself in that Republic,

that, in a serious note, and under your signature, you

should have confessed to a fear of a dagger, directed by
the hand of an Argentine General. I declare to yoiir

Excellency that I do not believe you capable of aiming at

my life, or at the life of any of the other Generals of the

allied armies, because, having been always accustomed to

do this honour to the commanders of the enemies whom I

have had to combat, I am forced to do the same honour to

your Excellency.

* In consequence of what has been said, and to prevent
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any outrages your Excellencymay be inoHned to commit,

of whii'h the spirit of the note I am answering gives me a

presentiment, I formally declare to your Excellency, as

General of the allied armies, that your Excellency will be

beld personally reBpondble, and will be subjected to thoBe

very laws which you inyoke and establish, for any act

which your Excellency, or any authorities under you, may
commit, in violatinn of those recognised principles which

to civilised nations are laws, against the lives and property

of any Argentines, Brazilians, or Orientals whom your

Excellency may have got into your power by chance or

by treason, and not in open and fair fight, in which your
Excellency has not yet had the good fortune to take a

single soldier prisoner.

^ If, notwithstanding this, your Excellency should em-
ploy means contrary to those recognised in warfare, your

Excellency will have deliberately placed ybtorself beyond

the pale of the Law of Nations, and will authorise the

Allies to proceed as your Excellency insinuates, as then

your deliberate desire to increase the cruelty of the evils

of war will be manifest, which evils the aUied nations haye

endeavoured to diminish as far as possible. They have de-

termined to continue this course of action, being firmly

and calmly resolved not to lay down their arms until they

have obtained full and complete roparation for their

grievances, trusting their vindication, under Providence, to

the force of arms, and not to ignoble and cowardly ven-

geance, exercised upon defenceless men and innocent wo-
men and children.

' Such is the only answer I can offer to your Excellency,

saving any resolutions which may be taken in view of

your Excellency's note, by the Governments of the Triple

Alliance, to whom, this day, I send copies of it and of this

answer. God preserve your Excellency

!

* Baktolohe Mitre.*
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The letter writtenby Lopez was sent by the ^ Pirabeb^^*

a steam yacht, carrying one flmall gun, under a flag of

truce. As soon as slie came in sight of the Brazilian lieet,

which was at Corrientes, the latter made great prepara-

tions for a battle, and three steamers were despatched to

reconnoitre* the * lyahy ' being the senior and taking the

lead. All the guns were loaded^ and the men at their

quarters. The * Pirabebe ' meanwhile had run on a sand-

bank arid stuck fast. The Admiral (Barroso) was now
coming up, ' to seek i'or danger,' as he said, on board the

' YgurcL'* Notwithstanding the flag of trace carried by
the Faragnayan steamer, the * Ivahy ' sent a boat*s crew

and an officer on board her to bring off her captain pri-

soner. The officer, however, only * invited ' the captain of

the ' Pirabebe ' to go with him, which he did ; and when
he got on board the ^ Ivahy,' the commander embraced

him, thinking he had come to deliver up his ship. He
told the commander of llie ' Ivahy * that he had despatches

which he wished to deliver in person to Barroso, and he

was taken down in a boat, and met Barroso coming up.

The Brazilians sent and took all the crew of the ' Pira-

bebe * on to their own vessels as prisoners ; a Brazilian

officer hauled down, trod and spat upon the Paraguayan

flag of the * Pirabebe ; and everything was taken from

her, even to the engineers' clothes. The ' Pirabebe ' was

then towed off by the Brazilian steamers and taken to

Corrientes, where her crew were again put in possession

of her, but she was still kept prisoner. Next day, how-
ever, she was allowed to go.

Mitre's answer was taken in a rowing-boat to Paso la

Patria. He is stated to have been very angry at the ac«

cusations against him.

I

Lopez published both letters in the Semanarw,

* Not the Paraguayan ' Ygurei.' The Biaaliana hud a steamer of tke

same name.
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Three days before Lopez sent his letter to Mitre,

threatening to make reprisals, he anticipated them, bring-

ing down in irons to Ilumaita all the resident subjects of

the allied nations, and throwing them into prison. The
irons of most of them were soon taken off, but they were

kept under arrest, and allowed no communicationwith any
one during the whole war. They were subsequently

exposed to the continued bombardment by the iron(3lads

of Humait4, and finally all, excepting one, who by a mere

chance escaped, were shot or tortured to death.

Lopez went from Humaita to Paso la Patria, and took

the command of the army in person, on NoTember 25>

1865.

All tlie troops in the Republic were now brought to

swell the ranks of the army at Paso. Humaita was left

with little more than the artillerymen in the batteries. A
few squadrons of cavalry were leh at different frontier

points for observation. Recruiting was again carried on

with great vigour. Altogether Lopez scraped up an army

of 30,000 men. Of the old troops the cavalry were by

far the most numerous, and he converted several thousands

into infantry. Horses were collected from the whole

country. Private people's and women's horses* were all

taken, and so he got horses to mount his cavalry, lie also

brought more fieldpieces from Humaita, &c., making up
about a hundred pieces at Paso la Patria.

General Bobles, who had been kept a close prisoner,

was brought, with his aide-de-camp, to Paso. Half the

commanding-officers in the camp were also thrown into
'

irons, it was not known why. A long secret trial ended

in the condemnation of all of them to death, and having

had priests sent to absolve them, and to administer the ex-

treme unction, they were taken out—Bobles on his horse,

* On account of the trrea*^ distani'f-'^ to he travelled in PaiaguajT) OTei^OUO

kid aoracb : these only g't'^^^^i i^"*^ nolJiing to keep.

I
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and the rest ia carts—to a place where the whole aimjwas
drawn up to form three sides of a square ; and the sentence

having been read, General Robles, with some of his aides*

de-camp. Colonel Martinez (who had comma oi led the

garrison of Corrientes ou May 25, when General Paunera

made a descent on that city), and a few others were shot,

the rest being pardoned by Lopez.

Many of the Paraguayans who had been taken pri-

soners at Uruguayana began to come back, in parties of

from two to a dozen, swimniinir across the River Parana.

Fiores shot some ^\ liom he caught as deserters. These

men were at first looked upon with suspicion by Lopez,

and encamped apart ; ihey were afterwards draughted into

the different corps.

Lopez was continually in great fear oi' being assassinated,

and at night had a double cordon of sentinels round his

house. This was afterwards increased to a treble one.

During the daytime these were removed, and the guard

was keptunder an open roef next door to Lopez. People

who wished to see him had to wait under this same roof.

One evening^ I was waiting there to see Lopez, as were also

several other officers, and a sergeant of the guard entered

into conyersatlon with me. After a short time there was

a great stir, officers going in and out of Lopez* room, the

guard relieved, and the other officers who were waiting

all arrested. One of Loj)ez' aides-de-camp came and said

to me, ' His Excellency sends "Word to you to wnle down
all the conversation you have had with the sergeant of the

guard, and to biing it to-morrow morning.' I went away,

not expecting to be able to remember a twentieth part of

the silly talk of the sergeant ; but as things looked serious,

1 tried, and probably remembered it all. It filled a whole

sheet of paper, and was all of it somewhat in this style ;

—

* The sergeant asked me if Queen Victoria always wore

her crown when she went out to walk.' < The sergeant
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aeked me if I should wear the Paraguayan uniform when
I went to England.' It was sealed up and taken next

inonriiig to Lopez, about 7 a.m. He was not yet U]), but

the serf^cant was already shot, and all the soldiers of the

guard had received a hundred lashes each. A few months

afterwards X heard that the sergeant had been convicted

of conspiring, with two men who had just returned

from Uruguayana, to murder the President, and that the

two men had been louud that nic^ht in the yard of Lopez'

house. The sergeant's manner that evening was certainly

not that of a conspirator* Lopez never said a word about

it to me, nor acknowledged receipt of the written conver<-

sation, probably feeling ashamed to do so.

A Corrcntino girl, who had come over with the army
from Corrientes, tried to go away one day into the country,

but was caught, and received sixty lashes in public on her
bare flesh, which was considered a very good joke.

Two deserters from the allied army, who had crossed
|

the Parand a few leagues above Paso la Patria, were

taken there. One of them complained of feeling ill, and

Dr. Stewart, the surgeon-major, was sent to see him.

The symptoms were not yet declared, but Dr. Stewart

suspected what was l^e matter, and advised General

Barrios to have him kept apart &om the army. This

'was not attended to, and at last smallpox broke out on

him. Dr. Stewart was called to task by Lopez for not i

having sent the man away. He stated that he had ad- \ <

vised General Barrios to do so ; this Barrios, who was '
.

present, denied. Lopez, however, must have believed Dr. !

Stewart, for he said no more about it He generally be- \

lieved what Englishmen told him, as they di 1 not deceive

him. These two deserters were now flogged tiil they

would say that they, had been sent by President Mitre to

introduce smallpox into the country, and they were

then flogged to death*

X *2
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While Lopez was at Paso la Patria, he went to church

every Sunday, being followed by all the officers in the

army who were not on duty. lie chose a particular

march which some of the bands played, to be kept for

himselfy and thk was only and always played when he

left his house, and when he left the chnrclu Some of the

Paraguayan bands of music played beautifully. After

mass he used to address the soldiers, who crowded round

him for that purpose, telling them they were certain to

beat the ' blacks,' as the Allies were indiscriminately called,

and always mixing in a little chaff, which pleased the

soldiers more than anything. He also addressed the

officers, but to them his speech usually took the form of

a reprimand lor ih>i loukin*]^ after and teaching their men.

Large fields of Indiau-com were cultivated at Paso la

Patria by the troops. In a very few days the whole army

built itself huts« These the Paraguayans knocked up in

no time wherever they stopped* They were made by cut-

ting four vounfT trees (just above the fork, wliicli js left

on the trunk) to tlie height of the eaves, and two also with

the forks left on, to the height of the ridge. These are

stuck in the ground, and three poles placed on the forks

;

the rafters, also cut roughly from the woods, are placed

on these poles, and lashed to them with moistened hide-

t hongs. The roof and sidei^ are then thatched with dry

grass, or covered with raw hides, and the hut is complete.

An Italian war-steamer made two trips to Humaita to

try to get away some Italian subjects. The French

minister, M. Vernouillet, also went up in the ^ Decidee/.

and afterwards went round in his steamer to Paso la Patria

and paid Lo])ez a visit. He and the captain of the

* Decidee ' were dcc H atcd with the I^lationai Order of

Merit. The ^ Decidee ' took away some treasure from

Paso la Patria.

On one of the first days in December, Lopez took a
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ride to Itapiriij and seeing a few Correntinos on the other

side of the river, he had a 12-pounder rifled gun fired at

them, but though the shot went near^ it did not hit them.

He then Bent four canoes with twelve men each to the other

side. These, aflber exchanging a few shots, landed, and

having driven the Correntinos away, returned. One
Paraguayan was killed. Lopez was very much amused

with this, and next day sent another expedition ; and as

the enemy did not destroy it, he sent one every day or

two, numbering from one to two hundred men. These

used to cross the Parandin full sight of the enemy, stand-

ing up to paddle their caiu>es, as they always did ; they

then used to land and drive the enemy half a mile inland,

fighting all the while, and go back after a few hours,

taking their hilled and wounded with them. This went
on for more than three months, the Brazilian fleet being

all the time within hearing of the musketry, and not at-

temptiiiiT to interfere, saying that their fleet was not yet

complete, and that they would run no risks, not knowing

what guns and batteries the Paraguayans might have.

Tamandar6, the admiral, had never joined the fleet,\but

was still flirting in Buenos Ayres, and talking of what he

was going to do, promisini^ to spend March 25 (a

Brazilian civic feast) in Asuncion. People at last gut so

much out of patience with him, that had he not gone thjey

would probably have stoned him. Accordingly, he joined

the fleet at Corrientes on February 26, and publicly

pledged his word to enter Asuncion on March 25, come
.

what wuuld.

The most serious of these raids was on January 31,

when 400 men went over under the conunand of Lieu-

tenant-Colonel yiveros,then a lieutenants This number of

men was made up, as always, not from one 1>attalion, but

of a few men from almost every battalion in the army.

Whenever they started, they did so in the highest spirits,
^

r
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dancing along, and accompanied by the women and by a

band of music to the riverside. Mrs. Lynch generally

went to see them off, and gave them cigars, &c.

On this occasion they arrived at Corrales, the landing-

j)lacc on the Correntino side of Paso la Patria, at two

o'clock, ami were immediately eTi<z:at:;ed with tlie vanguard

f>r the Allies. Those 400 Paraguayans were absolutely

lighting with 7,200 of the allied troops, who yet did not

dare to press them hard. After four hours' fighting (by

some strange mismanagement the Buenos Ayres National

Guardri had only three rounds of ammunition per man),

the Paraguayans retired to the river where their canoes

were, and passed the night there, receiving a reinforce-

ment of 400 men in the night, and after a little more
fighting in the morning, returned to Paso la Patria. It

appeai-s incredible that the Allies should have permitted

these men alwavs to return instead of cuttinGT tliein off.

This fight cost the Allies fifty officers (four of them full

colonels) and 900 men killed and wounded. The Parar

guayans lost 170 killed and wounded. Lopez gave a

cross to all the officers and soldiers who had been in the

battle^—silver for the officers, and eoj)|)er for the soldiers.

These expeditions into the allied camp, where there

were more than 50,000 men, were a great disgrace to the

Allies and to their fieet, which ought to have prevented

the river*traffic of the Paraguayans. These had a picket

of two canoes at Parandmi, one of which went every even-

ing to reconnoitre the fleet, which was at Corricntes, and

which did not make one reconnaissance all this time.

On the night of February 9, there was a panic in the

fleet, occasioned by two canoes getting loose, and a few

logs of wood floating down the river at the same time.

The Briiziliaiis thought that an attaek was meditated,

and beat to quarters, firing riglit and left.

Ai'ter the a&aix at Corrales, people in Corrientes did
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not feel very safe from another Paraguayan invasion ; and
on the night of Fehrnary 19, there was a false alarm all

over the .allied cainp, and a ])amc, the Paraguayans being

reported to have crossed the river, to have surrounded

the Allies^ and to be about to attack them in the morning.

The fleet was ordered to reconnoitre next day, but did

not get as far as the mouth of the Biver Paraguay, and

returned, reporting all quiet. On that very day, throe

Paraguayan steamers, the * Ygurei,' ' Gualeguay,' and
* 25 de Mayo,' sailed round from Humaita to Paso la

Patria, where they took 1,000 men on hoard, and went
up the Parand to Itati, a Tillage of Corrientes, eight

leagues above Paso la Patria, where the Oriental army,

5,000 strong, under the command of General Suarez, was

encamped. This officer thought prudence the better part

of valour, and left with his army, retreating to a distance

of eight miles, and leaving his camp and the village to be

sacked, the Paraguayans crying after him, * Where are

the heroes of Yatai ? * He left in such a hurry, that all

his papers were taken, and his own gold watcli and chain

were the booty of an Italian who followed the Paraguayan

army, A few head of cattle and some horses were taken

;

also some sugar, flour, wines, and spirits, which, after the

expeditionary forces had regaled themselves, were 'taken

to Paso 1:1 Patria. The Oriental camp was burned to

the ground, and 8u was the village of Itati.

A few days afterwards, the * Ygurei ' and the * 25 de

Mayo ' went back to Humaitd, the * Gualeguay ' staying

in* the Parani.

The excursions to Corrales still continued, the Para-

guayans always bringing hack some trophy. Once a

negro sergeant brought nine allied soldiers' heads in a

bag, and took them to Lopez' house, piling them up at

his door. Lopez sent them to the house of the Chi^ of

the Staff, where they were piled up for public view,
'
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almost everyone ^omg to see them. The sergeant was

promoted to be an ensign (the only black officer in the

Paraguayan army), but Lopez sent him into every fight

afterwards till he was killed, and thus got rid of the black

officer*

Another lame, a wounded prisoner was brought, but

dying on the road, his body was flung on the ground near

the eemetery and left there, never beiniz: bnried at all.

The 'Gualeguay ' made frequent trips down the Parana,

to reconnoitre the Brazilian fleet; and on one occasion,

when General Homos (Argentine) was at Corrales

bathing with his statf, she passed about 300 yards from

him, treating hhn to three rounds of prrape.

The Argentine Government had some trouble to get

recruits for their army, even from the beginning, from

their north-westem provinces. They made conscriptions

;

but some of the contingents mutinied on the road and dis-

banded, and being again collected did the same thing over

aorain. At last thev sent the recruits in cliaiticd eran<Ts to

liosario, where they were embarked and sent to the army.

There is an official letter from one of the provincial

goyemors, accompanying a remittance of recruits, in

which he states the number sent, and requests that tlie

irons should be returned, in order to send more.

The criminals were taken from all the prisons in the

Confederation, and sent to the army.
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CHAPTER X.

XEB ALICB8 IHTi.IIB PASAOVAT—FBXLIiairABT 0FERAII01W--THB

BATZLB OF THE BAITX—XTAOVAXIOIT OP PASO LA PATBtA«

Nearly the whole of the allied army, consistuig of

50^000 men and 100 guns^ was encamped near Corrales,

ready to cross the River Parand ; but a Brazilian division

of 12,000 men and eighteen rifled guns, under the Baron

Porto Aicgre, had marched from Kio Grande to Cande-

laria, with the intention of crossing there^ and of making

their way into the heart of Paraguay.

To meet this latter force, Lopez sent Colonel (then

Major) Nunez, with 3,000 men and twelve guns, to En-

carnacion. Porto Alegre afterwards altered his plans,

and marelled down the coast of the Parand, in order to

cross a few leagues ahove Paso la Patria, and take Lopez

on the flank^ while Mitre attacked htm in front. This

was likewise given up, and Porto Alegre, with his army,

eventually landed at Paso la Patria.

On March 21, 1866, the allied fleet steamed up from

Corrientes, and anchored in line of battle, from Corrales

to the mouth of the Paraguay. It consisted of eighteen

steam-gunboatSj carrying from six to eight guns each;

and four ironclads, three of which had high square case-

mates, and one (the ^Bahia') was a monitor, with a

revolving turret, carrying two 150-pounder Whitworth
guns. Li all, these ships carried 125 guns.

At the same lame two of the steamers, and the ironclad

* Tamandar^/ proceeded further up the river, to explore
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it as far as Itati. The ^ Tamandare' got aground, but

was towed off by the others, and they then returned and
joined the fleet.

Itapirliy* which the Allies dignified with the name of

fortress, and which they considered it necessary to raze to

the ground before attempting to cross the river, was an

old battery, built in the beginning of the reign of Lopez 1.,

on a small mound of sand, which projected into the

River Paran6,and which had for its base a heap of volcanic

rocks. It was revetted with brickwork, and one of its

sides liad fallen down. It was armed with one 12-poiinder

rifled field-gun. Its greatest interior diameter was thirty

yardsy and it stood about twenty feet above the level of

the river* Had it been armed with heavy rifled artillery,

it might have been of some use ; but^ as it was, it only

served as a bugbear to the Allies.

The Kiver Parang was deep everywhere, excepting

in one place, opposite the Carayaf island, in the northern

channel^ where there were only twelve feet of water;

Lopez had two large canoes filled with stones, and sunk

there, in order to stop up that inner channel. In this

channel there were two flat-bultomed o-nnboats, each

carrying one 8-inch gun, and also tiie steamer ' Guale-

guay,' commanded by Lieutenant Lopez, carrying two

12-pounder guns. On the 22nd, this steamer towed out

one of the gunboats, and took it half a mile below Itapird,

leaving it close to the shore. The gunboat then opened

fire on the fleet, putting four balls into the Admiral's

vessel. Three ironclads then went and surrounded the

gunboat, keeping up an incessant fire on it. The gunboat,

however, made excellent practice, alwa3r8 hitting her

mark, and killing and wounding a few men. At last the

ironclads came within 100 yards of. her, and her crew

* Itapirfi. Iti, stone; |»rd^, diy: diy stone.
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then jumped out and went into the woods, leaving their

boat, which was aground. The Brazilians now sent three

boats to fetch the gunboat ; but, just as they reached her,

100 mfantrj, who were hidden and parapeted in the

woods, fired on them and knocked over half of the boats'

crews, when the remainder made off as fast as they could.

The ironclads continued their fire, and at last blew up the

gunboat's powder-magazine, after which they retired.

The Paraguayan gun was not injured, and was re-

covered out of the water ; the boat itself was rendered

useless.

On the 27th the other gunboat was towed down to the

same place, and opened fire on the fleet. Three ironclads

again came and surrounded it, keeping up a heavy fire,

which was returned by the gunboat. This time the

Paraguayans kept their cartridges on laud, to prevent

their being blown up, and a man was continually employed

carrying them. Most of the balls (68-pounders) which

struck the ironclads, flew into pieces against their plates,

though some penetrated them. One ball struck the

* Tamandar^ ' at the edge of her porthole, and, flying .

into pieces, entered, killing ajid woundino- almost every-

one in the casemate of the ship. Her iirst and second

commanders, three other officers, and eighteen sailors

were killed, and fifteen wounded. This happened just as

it was getting dark, and the * Tamandar€ ' went away.

The other two kept up their fire till 9 r.M., both on the

gunboat and on Itapirti, which, with its 12-pounder, was

also firing on them, though without any efl'ect. The
infantry in the woods kept up a good fire, which was con-

tinually returned both by musketry and grape. At 9

the ironclads retired, having done no damage beyond

wounding one or two men in tlie woods. Next day, at

noon, the gunboat again opened fire, and the four iron-

clads, and four wooden steamers, came up and engaged
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with her. One iroticljid, the *Barro?o,' got fonr holes

throusrh her plates, and all <>f ilieni uerc more or less

flamaged. The * Barroso ' also gut one of her Whitworth

120-pounder gam shot in two. This tlme» however^ the

Pangaayiui gun was struck, and cut in two, just as the

gunner was going to pull the lanyard ; strange to say^

however, no one on board was hurt,

Oti the niirht of tlie 29th, the Parapiayan- ^\ ^ ro bring-

ing from Humaita an empty gunboat for tiie guu which

had been recover^ from the water. They towed it with

a canoe, down, the Paraguay and up the Parani, but were

8een by the Brazilians (it was a moonlight night), who
immediately opened fire and steamed up. The crew

escaped into the woods, and the Brazilians towed away

the empty gunboat and canoe.

These gunboats frequently engaged singly the whole

of the fleet. They were difficult to hit from a long dis-

tance, as they liad barely more thau the muzzle of their

gun above tlie Avatcr.

\ For the i)ersonai amusement of Lopez—who, with

\ some first-rate telescopes on his table, used to sit in his

corridor at Paso la Patiia, whence he could see every-

thing—the steamer * Oiialeguay ' went out every after-

\ noon to the ])uiiit of the island opposite Ttapirii, and

j
deiicd the allied fleet, firing her 12-poundcrs, which were

j answered by the whole fleet, >vith every kind of projec-

i tile, from a 68-pounder to a 150-pounder. These used

j
to fall around her like hail, throwing up immense water-

,

spouts into the air. She used to retire a little before

j
Huiiset. She did this every day for three weeks, without

I being hit, except by one bail, which passed through her

funnel.

When the Allies were not occupied>.with the * Gualer

guay,' or the gunboats, they bombarded Itapirti, but did

no harm, as there wui nothing to damage. The ground
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all around it was quite ploughed iij) by their Bhot They
placed twelve riiied 12-poundcrs and a battery of 13-inch

mortars at Corrales, with whlcli also they bombarded Ita-

pirii, and several times cut down the flagstaff, which was
immediatelj replaced. They amused tbemselve Ukewise

by firing with Whitworth's 150-pounder8 at people going

along the Itapird road, which was exposed to view t and

they sometimes fired towards Paso la Patria, which^ how-

ever, they did not reach.

Opposite to Itapiru there was a newly-formed round

sandbank^ which, in the previous November, had been

perfectly bare, but which now had long grass upon it.

It was within easy rifle-range from Itapiru. On the night

of April 5, the Brazilians occupied this bank, making

trenches and batteries. They mounted eight guns on it,

and garrisoned it with 2,000 men, who during the day-

time were hidden from view in the trenches. From this

bank they kept up a fire of rifles and guns on Itapiru,

without any result.

On April 10, the Paraguayans attacked it. General

(then Lieutenant^Colonel) Diaz directed the attack from

Itapirti, where he remained with a reserve of 400 men,
having sent two divisions, each of 400 men, in canoes,

wliicli arrived at the bank at 4 A.M. It was a pitch-dark

night, and they Avcre not perceived until they landed.

After delivering one volley, the Paraguayans charged,

taking part of the trenches, and being driven out of them
again, repeatedly. The Brazilian artillery kept up a ter-

rible Are of canister, which killed many Paraguayans.

A It King these there w^ere 200 dismounted cavalrymen,

armed with naked swords, a favourite weapon of theirs,

and these did great execution. The artillery was taken

and retaken several times. As soon as the noise of the

firing was heard, five gunboats and three ironclads sur-

rounded the island, and numerous reinforcements were
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Bent to the garrison. At last the Paraguayans were
nearly all hers de combat^ and those who could move went
to their canoes and pushed off, hardly a sound man bein^

left : those who were wounded in tlic legs sat down nnd

paddled, and those who had still one arm paddled with it.

Day had already broken^ and the Paraguayans had to

stem a strong current^ under a heavy fire of grape and

canister, at close quarters with the Brazilian vessels;

some fifteen canoes, however, erot back, loaded with men.

The Paraguayans lost luurteen officers killed and

seven wounded. Three hundred wounded soldiers re-

turned ; but 500» killed^ wounded, and prisoners, remained

on the bank. Among the prisoners was Lieutenant

Romero, commander of one of the divisions, and, in con-

sequence, liis wile was i'urced to write a letter to the

editor of the Semanario, disownintr him as a traitor.

The Brazilians lost about 1,000 killed and wounded*

The fire of their own steamers, as usual, had killed a

great many of them. Six Brazilian soldiers were after-

wards shot for cowardice.

The day after the bank ^vas first occupied by tlie Bra-

zilians, Lopez had an 8-inch gun mounted at Itapiru, and

ag^n another in a few days.

While the commander of the bank was writing the re-

port of the action, another colonel and another officer

being close by, a 68-pounder shot from Itapird killed

them all three. The same day, a steam-launch, the ' Fide-

lis,' was sunk by a shot, and the ' Enrique Martinez,' a

Brazilian steamer, received two shots through her, below

the water-line, and was obliged to run aground to save

herself from sinking. A brass rifled 32-pounder, on the

bank, was also shot in two by the Paraguayans.

It was quite unMccessary for the Allies to occupy the

bank, but it was madness in Lopez to send his men there,

with no object, to certain death. The bank could have
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been of no use to him, had he taken it, nor could it, in

the hands of the Allies, annoy him.

On April 6, General Homos, with three steamers, went
up the Parana, to examine a landing-phice opposite Itati,*

whence he drove away a guard of twelve men. \\ hilo

he was there, Lopez sent Major Godoy, with six field-

pieces and 200 men, in canoes, to the island of Carajd,

to wait for him as he came back, when, to the great sur-

prise of the three steamers, they were fired into from the

woods by artillery and iniimtry. When they had passed,

Godoy returned with his forces to Paso la Patria.

The effect of the previous daily raids on Corrientes, i

and of the engi^ements of the ' Gualeguay ' and the gun-

boats, had been to raise the confidence of the Paraguay-

ans, and to give them full expectations of conquering the

Allies.

The Allies were now ready to effect the passage of the

river. They had 150 canoes and thirty floating piers, be-

sides thirty transport steamers, and in a single trip they

could land 15,000 men. The form and also the lowness of

tlic angle of grouiul between the Paraguay and the Parana, I

at their junction, were very favourable to the Allies ibr ;'

crossing, as they could sweep it all with the guns of their I

fleet, from either or both of the rivers at the same time,

leaving free the very angle itself, for disembarking and

forming their troops
;
and, in case the landing should be

contested, a mure favourable spot could hardly be ima-

gined. When they cro.ssed the river, however, they

placed no gunboats in the Kiver Paraguay, as they should

have done, to protect the landing of their troops, but only

ranged their steamers in line of battle along the Parana,

from itapii u to the mouth of the l*araguay.

Prom the point of junction of the Bivers Paraguay

|

* Itatl. m, stone; H (Dasal)i white: whito stone.
|
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and Paran&9 to Cumpayty one way, and for very many
leagues the other way, the banks of the river, for a width of

from one to three miies, are all what is called [Carrizal—
u e,, land intersected by deep lagoons and deep mud^ and

between the lagoons either an impassable jungle or long

intertwined grass three yards high, equally impenetrable.

When the river is high, the whole * carrizal with very few

small exceptions, is under water, and w hen the river is

low, and the mud has had time to drj^ paths may be made
between the lagoons,j The only permanent road was from

Paso la Patria along the edge of the river to ItapiriL and

Paranlbni, and, when the river is high, this is also under

water. Two lagoons cross this road ami fall into the

river, having generally to be crossed in canoes, the horses

swimming close to them. The.«e are called the 1 uqueri

and the Paaop^. Lopez had bridges made over them for

withdrawing his artillery from ItapirtL No other road

could be made, on account of the numerous and deep

lagoons. Going from Itapiru to Paso la Patria, a mile

before reaching the latter place, there is a large open piece

of flat low ground, which stretches from the river to the

village of Paso la Patria* This is crossed by the stream

Carayd, which is over six feet deep» and has to be passed

by a bridge.

Paso la Patria is a little village standing on the edge

of the terra firma, from tiiirty to forty feet above the

level of the * carrizal and rising from it everywhere by

a steep bank, the top of which is the general level of the

country outside. Along the edge of this bank, at Paso

la Patria, I planned a trench, which, however, dipped

into the low ground opposite Lopez' own house, as he

would not have it interfered with. The trench was made
eleven feet wide and six feet deep, and it followed the

general form of the crest of the bank, having various

small redans for flanking the curtains, and for obtaining a
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fire over the whole accessible front. Its right rested on tlie

Laguna Sirena, and its left on the Laguna Pananibi.^

It was defended by thirty field-guns, as well as by the

infantry, and was altogether a strong position, it could

not be flanked on account of the ' carrizal/ and the ground

in front was open for a mile, and crossed by the Carayd

fetream. which had been made still deeper by means of a

dam placed near its fall into the Parand.

Along the road from Paso la Patria to Itapird, Lopez

had encamped 4,000 men, to harass the Allies on their

landing. They were hidden in the woods, and dug holes

in the ground to put theii'-cooking fires in, covering them

with a few leaves upon some boughs, which they placed

about a yard above the ground. The smoke was thus

disseminated, and not visible to the enemy*

On April 16, 1866, General Osorio, the bravest of the

Brazilian officers, went about half-a-mile up the River

Paraguay with 10,000 men, and landed, entrenching

himself immediately. Afterwards 10,000 Argentines

landed on the same spot The first to set foot on shore

were 700 of the Paraguayans who had been taken

prisoners at Uruguayana*.
The Paraguayans immediately attacked them, but were, '

of course, driven back ; they kept up a skirmisli, however, ^

all day. Osorio was made Baron do Herbal, for having
'

been the first to cross the river.
\

On the morning of the 17th Lopez went with his staff
^

some 2,000 yards towards Itapird ; two prisoners were

brought with their arms tied bchiiul them, and he ordered

them to be released. They were questioned, but knew no-

thing of the number ofthe Allies' forces. On the same day

the artillery was withdrawn from Itapiili, excepting the two

8-inch guns, which were too heavy, and had to be buried;

these were afterwards found by the Allies. On the 18th I

* Panambl, butterfly.

K

Digitized by Google



180 THB WAB IN PARAGUAY.

the Allies took poflseainon of Itapird, and General Mitre

crossed the river and established hini^ielf there. He went

on a reconnaissance with Generals Flores and Osorio,

and was £red at hj a Paraguayan guard on the road,

but his escort soon came to the rescue.

, The passage of the Allies continued for more than a

fortnight, before they had finished transporting their

cavalry, artillery, stores, &c. All this time their men
suffered much from short rations, and had it not been for

the activity displayed by General Gelly y Obes, Chief of

the Staff, they would often have been entirely without

food.

The Allies hud now at Itapird 54 large steamers,

1 1 small ones, and 48 sailing-vessels. Such a flotilla had

never before been seen in the Parang.

On the evening of April 19 the Brazilian fleet took

up their position in front of Paso la Patria, some ships in

the inner, and some in the outer channel, ready to bom-

bard the place. Had they opened fire that night, they

would have caused serious losses to the Paraguayans*

'Everyone in the Paraguayan camp knew what to expect

next morning, but Lopez gave no orders and made no

preparations, in order to keep people in the dark till the

last moment. At daybreak he himself alone, allowing

no one to accompany him at the moment, lest the

enemy should recognise and fire at him, went off on

horseback, followed at a distance by his aides-de-camp,

who joined him when he was well out of sight of the fleet.

He went away without giving a single order as to who
was to leave or who was to stay, and left even ^Irs. Lynch

and his children behind, to look out for themselves. He
told no one whither he was going, so that his aides-de-

camp spent about half day looking for him, as also

did Mrs. Lynch.

At Paso la Patria there were about 1,000 women, army
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fonowersj and these left in a long stream. General

Resquin, who had been left behind, sent oflP the whole of

the army, leaving a garrison sufficient to cover the

trenches, and the artillery which defended them. General

Bmguez commanded the whole—^LieutenautrCoIonel

Marc6 the infantry, under him.

After sunrise, and when almost everyone had left, the

fleet opened fire, and bomljarded the place all day lonor.

The garrison was behind the parapets, and could not be

injured, and the whole effect of the bombardment was to

kili and wonnd some haif-a-dozen men. Wonderfully

enough, the Whitworth balls were falling all around the

stream of people which was leaving Paso, but not one

of them was injured. A 68-pounder shell fell into the

telegraph station, where a young man was receiving a des-

patch, and burst close to him, covering him with ink, and

the instrument with dust, but doing no damage to either.

The telegraph station was now removed to the north side

of the Estero Dellaco, under a tree.

As no orders for leaving Paso la Patria had been given,

all the government stores were left, and, by the con-

nivance of the officers, were sacked by the garrison.

Large stores of spirits, wines, and eatables were consumed,

and the government money-chest, containing only paper-

money, was sacked. Some of Lopez' adjutants were sent

back to see after his things* His ^vine-casks had been

broken into; and one old man, ^yho had been in charge of

the house ever since it was built, absolutely refused to

leave, saying that he was too old to accustom himself to

any other place, mh I tliat he preferred to die in charge of

the house. He had to be carried away,

Lopez had gone to a little hill, three miles from Paso,

to look at the bombardment. By the middle of the day,

his aides-de-camp, the Bishop, Mrs. Lynch, and his body-

guard had found him, and he hid them all out of view
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^ behind the hill, allowing only the Bishop and the lady

to come upon it, lest he should be seen. Two balls, how-

1 ever, came within about a mile of where he was, and,

) believing that they had been aimed at him, he left, and

went and took up his quarters at the Abasto for the night.

;
Here, being out of the immediate range of the balls, he

' was qtdte plncky again. He possessed a peculiar kind of

courage: when out of range of Jlie, even though coin- >

pletely surrounded by the enemy, he was always in high

spirits, but he could not endure the whistle of a balL

After dark we had supper, or rather breakfast, for we
had tasted nothing since the previous day, though Lopez

himself had hud dinner. That evening he busied himself

with the plans of the p:roiind, choosing a position in

which to await the enemy's attack* The troops which

had left Paso la Fatria were bivouacking on the north

side of the Paso Sidra. Next morning Lopez rode over

a good deal of the country, especially along the Estero

Bellaco, and the bombardment of Paso la Patria was

continued. That night headquarters were established at

Ndur(3's. The 22nd was occupied by Lopez in resting,

and the whole of the northern Bellaco was reconnoitred
4

and sketched, and was found to be a better position than

the southern one, as the communications were more direct,

and the marsh itself more foriDklablc. It was determined

to occupy this position, and the army was accordingly

marched to the north side of the Paso Gomez, which is

on the highroad to Humaitd, and a few corps were de-

j
tached to defend the minor passes to the left. Head- ,

I
quarters were established at Rojas, as it was determined to

: evacuate Paso la Patria. The * GuaJeguay * was sunk at
' Tobati,* by having her pump-valves taken out. Taman-

dar^, however, found her in a few days, raised her, and

returned her to her original owner, the Argentme Qovem-
* Tobad. Tohik^ face \ ti (nasal), wliite : wiute face.
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ment. Paso la Patria was evacuated and burned on April \

23^ early in the morning ; and the Allies, who had con- ^

strttcted batteries^ and placed 40 guns ready to bombard

it from the land as well as from the ships^ and who then

meant to assault it, took possession in great glee, and rang

the church-bells all day long. Lopez had orders of the

day printed with his signature, in which he commanded

his soldiers to respect the Hves of prisoners, and of those
j

who should surrender* These orders were left scattered \

about Paso la Patria, for the allied soldiers to pick up, !

in hopes that they might many of them be induced to

desert to Tjopez.

If, instead of sending his men to fight on the banks of
j

the river, exposed to the fire of the fleet, and where he

lost almost the whole of the 20th Regunent of cavalry

and the 7th Battalion of infantry, without a possibility of

doing the Allies any material harm, Lopez had defended

the trenches of Paso la Patria, he would have cut up

perhaps eight or ten thousand of the Allies; with hardly
\ \

any loss on his own side, and probably they would never

have been able to take the trenches. It has been his'^

mistake, all through the war, to send small parties of his ^

troops, who were not even properly drilled, to fight in the

open field against infinitely superior numbers of well- \ !

drilled soldiers, officered by men with a proper military ^

education. His men always came out with glory, but J
were of course generally completely cut up.

- Id"'-



THE WAS IN PAKAQUAt.

CHAPTER XI.

; XB£ BAZILES OP KAY 2 AND MAY 24, 1866, AND IHS JD£8X&UCII0N

r

At the end of April, 1866, the positioii8 of the belli-

gerent armies were as follows:—The Paraguayans were

encamped on the north side of the northern Bellaco, with

about 100 giins; their vanguard, with 6 fieldpieces, on

the north side of the southern Bellaco.

The Allies were encamped on the heights running east

and west, a mile north of Paso la Patria (where they

were entrenching themselves), resting their left flank on

the * carrizaL' Their vanguard, under the command of

General Flores, consisted of the Orientals, of a few

Brazilians and Argentines, and 12 guns, and was en-

camped near the south side of the southern Bellaco, their

sentries being on the same, and only separated from the

Paraguayan sentries by the width of the marsh.

The Estero Bellaco consists of two parallel streams of

water, generally about three miles apart, separated

by a dense forest of the Yatai* pahn, which is on a

height of from 30 to 100 feet above the level of the

* The Tatai is a^palm without thonns, and grows only to a height of 15

or 20 feet. It bean a firait vezysimilar to the date (which its leaves also

resemble), but although much sought after bj those accustomed to it, it

has a sligiht flavour of garlic. The heart of the treSi at the root of the

leaves, is most delicious and wholesome ; either raw, when it tastes like

delicate chestnuts, or boiled, when its flavour resembles that of artichokes.'

When this heart has been taken from a tree, it dies*
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* esteros.' Hie Bellaco falls into the Paraguay by Laguna i

Piris, and into the Parana, about 100 miles to the east,
j

The water of these * esteros,' as that kind of marsh is called, i

is beautifully dear and good to drink, and m full of a rush I

which grows from 5 to 9 feet above the level of the water. ^

The water in all standing ponds, if full of this rush» is ez- L
cellent to drink. These rushes* grow about two inches i

apart only, and are consequently almost impassable in

themselves. The bottom they grow on is always a very

deep mud, and the water over this mud is &om 3 to 6 feet

deep. The ' esteros ' are consequently impassable except^

ing at the passes, which are places where the rushes have

been torn out by the roots, and sand gradually substituted

for the mud at the bottom. In these passes, as in the

rest of the ' esteros,' the depth of water to be waded
through is from 3 to 6 feet. In some places, one or

even two or three persons, on very strong horses, can

pass through the rushes ; but, after one horse has passed,

the mud is very much worse on account of the holes

made by the first horse's feet. These ' esteros ' formed

the principal defence of the Paraguayans.

Lopez sent fifty chosen men of his Bifle Guard to t

the Estero Bellaco, with orders to pick off any officers
|

of the enemy who might come within range. He gave f ,

them double rations, and tliey were to do no guard or
i !

fatigue duty. These men killed several of the Allies'
i 1

field-officers. '

On May 2, the armies being in the positions indicated,

Lopez sent a force of 5,000 men under General (then

* These rushes are called Piri in Guarani. They are of triangular sec-

tion, have a green skin and white pith. They grow perfectly straight,

without a shoot or knot, and at thp top have a few small leaves and flowers.

They are cut and dried in the bun, and then serve to thateh tlie sides of

huts, or to nuftke loUing-up doors, by tying them nda hj side to hide

thoiigi» They are also pilaited into matting.
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Lieutenant-Colonel) Diaz, consiBting of 4>000 infantry

aod 1 fiOO cavalry, under Lieutenant^Colonel Benitez, a

favourite aide-de-camp, to surprise the Allies' vanguard.

The infantry "vveut throiigli the Paso Sidra, and the

cavahy throuprh Paso Carreta, and tliey were upon the

enemy before he was aware of them. Their artillery

had only time to fire one shot from each gun, before it

was taken by the Paraguayans, who also took the camp
of the Allies' vanguard, and even General Flores' tent fell

into their hands. The three Oriental battalions, called

* Florida,' ' 24 Abril,' and * Libertad,' were completely cut

up, but they fought bravely under their commanders,

Flores, Palleja, and Castro, who all behaved like lions, but

were overpowered. The ' Florida ' battalion had only forty

men left, and eight officers out of twenty-seven. The
* 24 Abril ' lost 9 officers and 200 men. The 38 th Batta-

lion of Yoluntarios da Patria (Brazilian) had only 41

men left ; according to the official account it lost 94 dead

and 188 wounded. The 1st regiment of the Argentine

cavalry lost 100 men. General Flores* division, the

vanL';nard, -which included the Brazilian ami Argentine

truups nieiitioned, lost 1,600 men and 31 officers. Pour

9-pounder rified brass Lahitte guns, with their ammu-
nition-waggons complete, and three colours, were sent off

and received by Lopez while the fight was still going on.

These guns were always called Flores' g\uv<, and did the

Paraguayans good service during the whole of the war.

General Flores himself was all but taken 2)risoner ; but

General Osorio went and rescued him, at the cost of a

whole battalion of Brazilians.

Had Diaz retired after vanquishing the vanguard, and

taken with him the remainder of the captured guns, it

would have been a most splendid victory, -vvith very little

loss ; he chose, however, to go on and meet the whole of

the allied army, which was now on the move, and was
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coming down upon him. Knowing nothing about the

science of war, he was immediately outflanked bv General

Mitre, who was commanding the Allies, and had to

retreat^ losing the remainder of the guns he had taken,

and many men killed and wounded* LieutenantrColonel

Benitez was killed by a bullet, and left on the ileld.

The 40th Battalion was very much cut u^>, and had to

be almost completely renewed. Altogether the Para-

guayans lost 2»300 (killed and wounded), and the Allies

about the sqme number. The latter followed the Para-

guayans 1^ short distance over the Bellaco, and took a

rifled steel 12-pounder gun, which had burst, and had been

left by the Paraguayans, who charged again, and dro^ e

the Allies to the other side of the Bellaco. The two

armies then resumed their previous positions. i

In his official report. Mitre states that the Allies took

four guns and three flags, while in reality it was the other

side who had done so.

Several Paraguayans of good family, who were not in

favour with Lopez, took the opportunity of this battle to

desert.

The commander of the 38th Battalion, the commander
of the four missing guns, and Brigadier Pesegueiro—all

Brazilians—demanded to be tried by court-martial, to

prove that they were free from blame, which was granted

to them.

After the battle General Flores wrote the following

letter to his wife ; it was published in theBuenos-Ayrean

newspapers :

—

' Camp at Sun Fr im isco,* May 3, 1866.

^ Dona Maria G, de Flores,

*My dear Wife,—Good news as well as bad should

always be calmly received. Yesterday the vanguard,

* The Allies christened the village of Faso la Fotiia ' San Francisco.'
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under my orders^ suBtained a considerable defeat^ the

Oriental Division being almost completely lost.

' Between twelve aud one o'clock my camp was sur-

prised by a powerful column of Paraguayans of the three

arms. It was impossible to resist forces triple the

number of ours^ but the Oriental Division succumbed,

doing honour to its country's £ag.

* I comprehended the bad position of our encampment.

Some days before the event, Marshal Osorio and myself

went in person to the General-in Cliief, to show him the

advantage of removing the camp, but Mitre answered us

thus : *^ Don*t alarm yourself^ Greneral Flores ; the ag-

gression of the barbarians is nil, for the hour of their

extermination has sounded."

^ li, therefore, anyone is responsible for the occurrence

of May 2, General Mitre is the man.
* I can assure you, with all my heart, that during the

whole of my campaign against the tyrant Berro, I did

not suffer so many annoyances as I have done in the

short period we have been on Paraguayan soil. What is

passing here does not suit my temper at alL Everything

is done by mathematical calcuktions, and the most

precious time is lost in making plans, measuring distances,

drawing lines^ and looking at the sky : only fancy, the

principal operations of the war have been executed on a

chessboard.

* Meanwhile some of the corps have had nothing to eat

for three days. I don't know what will become of us

;

and if to the critical situation we are in, you add the

constant apathy of General Mitre, it may very well

happen that going to seek for wool we ourselves may be

shorn.

' Everything is left for to-morrow, and the most im*

portant movements are postponed.

* I have seen activity displayed only on levee-days.
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Then there k plenty of it—regiments, bands of music^

compliments, and felicitations eyerywhere ; uniforms and

ricli swords are shown off. And tiiiis happens frequently:

for one day is the Emperor's birthday, another the

Princess Leopoidina's ; to-morrow is the anniversary of

the Independence of Brazil ; and so on continually.

' In future my vanguard will be composed of Argen-

tines.

' There are no horses or mules for the trains, and no

02en to eat»

^ If we remain here a month longer, we shall have to

repass the Paran6 and go into winter-quarters at Corn-

entes* In this case I shall have ihe pleasure of seeing

you and my friends. I hardly think it worth while to

tell you that the Brazilians turned tail in a swinish

manner, and there was a battalion which would not

diarge. My tent was sacked by the Paraguayans.

Send me a portmanteau with a few clothes, a large cloth

poncho, a straw^ hat, and two pau'6 of boots.

* I enclose letters from our son Fortunato. A kiss to

my daughter Agapita, and you, my beloved Maria, re-

ceive the whole heart of your impassioned old

*Venancio Flobes.

*P.S.—^I recommend you, Maria, to send me nothing

but camp clothes—no finery or dress-coats. Curious to

say, they have lately been even wanting to order me how
to dress. Did not General Mitre, very politely, tell me
that it would be convenient for me to take more care of

my person? At first I thought he alluded to the indivi-

dual, but he afterwards asked me why I did not dispose

oi a uniform from the Commissariat in order to keep up,

the dignity of my position. I assure you I do not know
how I found patience to hear bun. I turned round and

left him with the words in his mouth.'
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Both sides used to send their prisoners and deserters

from the enemy to their advanced guards^ to call out to

their countr3rmen to desert, saying they were much better

treated liere they were than in their own army. These

decoy-duek.>^5 however, seldom got anyone to bite.

In the Paraguayan camp, no correspondence was
allowed between the army and their relatives; women,

however, were constantly coming and going, and these

carried news to Asuncion of what was taking place in the

camp. People were ordered to consider every day a new
triumph for Lopez, and of course they dared not show that

they did not think so, though many people in Asuncion

every day expected to see the Allies march in. People

there were kept well occupied, every family having orders

to buy, make, and deliver within a certain period so many
dozen shirts and drawers for the army. Almost every

day, too, masses were said at the Cathedral ' for the safety

and welfare of Don Francisco Solano Lopez.' These

masses were paid for by private people.

After the battle of the 2nd May the Allies kept a

better look-out. The Paraguayans were always very

watchful.

The Paraguayan army, as has been already stated, was

encamped in the position which it had been determined

should be defended, the vanguard being still on the

southern Bellaco, four miles from the main body. The
vanguard had accordingly received orders not to dispute

the passes of the Bellaco, but to retire when the Allies

should make a serious move in that direction. This

they did on May 20, crossing the Bellaco in three

columns, the Paraguayans retreating to their position in

order, and leaving advanced guards in the middle of the

northern Bellaco. The Allies marched forward and en-

camped at the edge oi the palm forest, their vanguard,

under Flores, occupying the low ground just south of the
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northern Bellaoo. Oeneral Flores* Division now con-

sisted of the few Orientals who ^vere left, two lirazilian

divisions, and a regiment of Argentine cavalry. lie

also had 34 Brazilian guns. The Brazilian army, under

OflOiio» occupied the left, and were encamped £rom near

Piris Potrero to opposite Flores' left; the Argentines,

under Generals Gelly y Obes^ Paunero, and E. Mitre

(brother of the Generalissimo), occupied the right, ex-

tending as far as Kori. The whole allied force now con-

sisted of about 45,000 men and 150 guns, and occupied

a front of about three miles* They at once constructed

two redoubts, one in their centre and one on their left.

The Paraguayans were encamped from Gomez to

Kojas, havinf]^ small detachments of troops and guns at

the passes iurther to the east, as far as Paso Cauoa.

Their right rested on the impeneti able jungle-woods and
'carrizal' in the Potrero Sauce. This Potrero is a natural

clearing in the jungle, and was only accessible to the

Allies by a narrow muutli looking towards the east, and

opening on to their camp. This mouth was closed by a

small trench, from which attacking columns could be

enfiladed all the way down the opening.

The Paraguayans communicated with Potrero Sauce

by means of a road cut through the wood. These jungle-

woods have many hiorh trees in them as well as small

ones, and between them there is an impenetrable under-

growth of shrubs, thorns, and creepers, so that one can

hardly see twenty yards anywhere in them. The
Bellaco in front of the Paraguayan army was more than

six feet deep to the west of the Paso Gomez, till it en-'

tered the wood, when it formed itself into a clear running

rivulet The Paso Gomez, and all the passes above it,

were more or less four-and-a-half feet deep ; and if the

Allies attacked the Paraguayans in front, they would

have first to cross two equally deep passes, being all the

s.
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wbUe under a heayj fire. If tliey tried to turn the

Paraguayan left, they were liable to have their communi-

cations cut off.

The Paratruayan army had again been recruited, and
niimbered 25^000 mexL On the day that the Allies diOTe

in the Paraguayan Tangnard, I began a trendi at Paso

GK>niez, from the wood on the right, closing mto the
* estero ' on the left of Paso Fernandez. Trenches were

constructed at the other passes, and the Paraguayan

poeition was a very strong one. It was intended to await

the attack, and when the Allies began it, to throw

10,000 men on their rear, from the Potrero Sauce,

throus^h a road cut in the narrow band of wood sur-

rounding it, of which road the greater part was cut before-

hand, leaving only a few yards to break through at the

last moment, as shown on the plan* The Allies would

probably keep a good look-out on the natural mouth of

the Potrero, but this one would be completely hidden,

and the Paraguayans not perceived till they were cutting

up the rear of the Allies.

Had this plan been adhered to, the whole of the allied

army might have been cut up. Lopez, however, changed

his mind on May 23, and attacked the Allies on the

24th.

Talking of this battle a year afterwards, Lopez said

that he had received news of the plan of Mitre for attack-

ing him on the 25th, and that ' frankly he did not like the

plan, and resolved to prevent the execution of it, by
attacking him beforehand, in which he succeeded.' At
the same time Lopez ridiculed Colonel Marc6 for having

left the battle when all the bones of his hand were broken

by a ball.

On May 20 Lopez removed his headquarters to

Paso Pncu, where they remained for two years, and he

had several battalions of infantry in reserve there, as
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there was nome talk of Carupayty being attacked hy
the fleet. On the 23 rd, in the afternoon, Lopez went

round and addressed theae reserve l)attalions, reminding

them that on the 2ud a handful of them had gone and

fetched the enemy's guns and flaga^ and that if he sent a

large number of men, ihey must finish up the Allies.

The men were in great spirits, and said they only wanted

the order to go, and that they would finish up the Allies

whenever he sent them. He told them to be prepared

for the order. He passed almost the whole of the night

in talking to and giving instructionB to the commanders

who were to go. General Barrios, with 8,000 infantry

and 1,000 cavalry, was to attack the euemy*s left

;

General (then Colonel) Diaz the centre, with 5,000

infantry and four howitzers ; and General Kesquin their

tight, with 7 ,000 cavalry and 2 ,000 infantry. The attack

was to be simultaneous^ and the signal a gun fired from

Paso Gfomez, when Barrios was ready, as he had to defile

a lon|nr -^fay through the woods. He was to march along

the edge of the ' carrizal ' till he got to Piris Potrero, where

he was to form his men. The jungle reaches down to the

impassable morasses of the ' carrizal/ all the way along, so

that Barrios* men had to go one by one through a sort of

undercut path through it, the cavalry having to dismount

and lead their horses. Diaz was to have his troops ready

as near as possible to the eneray, without being seen by
him, and to rush on his centre at the signal ; and Resquin

was to have his forces formed before daybreak behind the

palms of Yataity Cor&, where they would be hidden from

the view of the enemy. Barrios' and Resquin's cavalrywere

to sweep round and unite behind the rear of the Allies.

General Barrios was expected to have passed the defile

- by 9 o'clock, but it was half-past 1 1 before he had finished,

and the signal-gun was fired. The Paraguayans imme-
diately fell on the Allies, attacking then* whole line.
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\

Fortanatelj for the Allies, they happened to be all under

arms, Oeneral Mitre being about to make a reconnaissance

in force on the Parap^uayan positions. About three

minutes after the siirTi:il-L^un was fired the engaj^ement

became general, and the musketry was so well kept up,

that only one continued sound was heard, which was re-

lieved by the cannonading of the Allies*

On the right the Paraguayans droye the Brazilians

down to the Bellaco, where they rallied, and forced the

Paraguayans ])ack to the woods ; here the^e again rallied,

and drove back the Bnudlians, this happening three times.

The Paraguayan cavalry, which charged the retreating

Brazilians, made great havoc amongst them, as did like-

wise the musketry and artillery of the Brazilians amongst

the Paraguayans.

In the centre, General Diaz had to do with General

Mores, whose artillery and rifles played upon him with

great effect, from the moment he left the wood.

The Allies had a tremendous advantage, not only in

being attacked in their own position, and by undrilled

men, but in all their artillery being brought into ])lay,

while that of the Paraguayans was idle. They had also

the advantage of fighting two to one, and of their arma,

which were the best. The Paraguayans had hardly any

rifles, and most of their muskets were flint-locks; the

Allies, on the other hand, had not a single snmllarm which

was not rifled, and of all their artillery, only a few guns,

belonging to the Argentines, were smoothbored,

Diaz had another great disadvantage, having to cross a

deep morass in order to get at the Allies ; this morass

became literally filled with dead. One of his battalions,

the 25th, composed chiefly of recruits, got into disorder,

and heaped themselves up like a flock of sheep, when

they were easily shot down by the Allies' artillery.

On the left. General Besquin^s cavalry carried all before
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it at the first charge, cutting up and putting to flight the

Correntmo cavalry^ under Grenerals Caceres and Hornos^

and completely scattering it. Fart then charged right

up to the artillery^ though halfofthemwere lefton the field

on their way, and took twenty guns, which were turned

round to be taken away, when, not being .suppui ted in time,

the Argentine reserves came into action, and cut them up
to the last man ; not one would surrender, Hesquin's in-

fantry now came into action, but were destroyed—part by
the artillery, and the remainder by the Argentine infantry.

The reserve of Hesqnin's cavalry went round tiie enemy's

right, and entered the pahn forest, in order to go round

and join Barrios in the rear of the Allies ; the Argentines,

however, formed a front in that direction, and repulsed

them. The remnant of one of these regiments, under

Major Olabarrieta, however, pierced through the line,

after i)erforming prodigies of valour, and he himself, with

some twenty men, reached the place where they were to

join Barrios ; but, as he was already defeated, they had no

support, and were obliged to fight their way through the

Brazilians again, into the Potrero Sauce. Olabarrieta

amved almost alone, and badly wounded.

At 4 P.M. the firing was over, the Paraguayans being

completely defeated, and their army destroyed. The Allies

had suffered severely also, but they still had an army
left. The Paraguayans left 6,000 dead on the field ; the

Allies only took some 350 prisoners, all wounded. This

was because the Paraijuavans would never surrender, but,

when wounded, fought on till they were killed. 7,000

wounded were taken into the Paraguayan hospitals from

this battle, those with slight wounds not going into

hospital at alL Strange to say, the Paraguayans lost

only one field-oflficer, an old major, so fat that he could

hardly walk; but almost ail wliu bad been iu the action

were wounded. Major Yegros (who had been imprisoned

li
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and in irons ever since Lopez TI. was elected rresident),

Major Kojas, and Captain Corvalan—all of them ex-aides-

de-camp of Lopez, and in whom he formerly had great

confidence—were taken out of their irons (no one knew
why they had heen put in them), and sent to fic^ht,

degraded to the rank of sergeant; they were all kilk d in

the battle, or mortally wounded. Jose Martinez—made
a comet at Paso la Patria, lieutenant after the Battle

of the Bank, captsun after the * 2nd May,' when he was
wounded—went, at his own earnest request, to this battle

also, and, being mortally wounded, was made a major be-

fore he died. He was a srreat favourite of Lopez. Manv
of the merchants of Asuncion, who had just been re-

cruited for the army, wore also among the killed.

The smoke was so great during the engagement, that

the Allies did not see what damage they had done to

the Paraguayans; and from the difficulty of coiinnuni-

cation beyond the ' esteros,' and of getting any informa-

tion when everything was in such disorder, Lopez did

not know till next day the extent of his losses.

The Allies lost above 8,000 killed and wounded. Among
tlie latter were General Sampayo (mortally), and Generals

Ossorio and Pannero (slightly)—the first two being Bra-

zilian, and the third Argentine.

Mitre himself commanded the Argentines, paying

Generals Flores and Osorio the compliment of not inter-

fering with them during the battle.

Lopez had breakfasted early, and went, with the tele-

scopes, to the cemetery of Paso Pucu, to witness the

battle from it, five miles off. He waited there till fire

was opened, and then he went down to the trench,

altliough the Bishop (who always rode by his side when
he went out) protested that he ought not to expose him-

self in that way. AVheu he got within three miles ofthe
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fire, he sent his staff one way, and with the Bishop and

one aide-de-camp, so that he might not be known and

fired at, he went another way, and hid himself in the

little wood between Paso Fernandez and Bojas, whence
he could see the smoke, but nothing more. He then

retired about a mile, and had luncheon ; and afterwards,

returmng to the wood, we met many of the first wounded,

who were coining in, but who could ^ye no idea of how
the fight was going on. One of these was a boy of 16

;

he had been shot through the ihigh by a rifie-ball, and,

besides his musket, was bringing a sword, a lance, a ritle, a

cannon-ball, and a fine cloth * poncho,' as trophies irom the

battlefield. These he presented to Lopez, who returned

him the ' poncho,' and gave the arms to his aides to carry.

He made the soldier a corporal, and sent him to the

trenches to fight, in case the enemy should attack. After

dark, Lopez went to Paso Gomez, to General Bruguez'

house, where lie was joined by Barrios and Diaz, who
gave him the bad news, as far as they themselves knew
it He made the bands of music play all night long, to

delude his own people, as well as the enemy, into a belief

that he considered he had gained the day. In the

tSemanario it Avas spoken of as a great and glorious vic-

tory. At 10 at night he went to his headquarters at

Paso Pucu.

The Paraguayan wounded were still almost aU in the

woods, and Ihey continued coming in for three days,

crawling along i^rinlually. The Allies found one in the

woods so late as J une 3, eleven days after the battle. He
was very nearly dead. A Major Coronel came in, four

days after the fight. He had been wounded in the lungs,

and sat down exhausted with a soldier, who was also

wounded, in the woods near the enemy. Finding that he

could not get away, but was going to st-arve where he was.

1
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he ordered the soldier to kill him, and take his f»w<u 1 aiid

cap to Lopez, aud tell liiiu that he had done his duty to

the last. The soldier, however, refused, and, at last, the

Paraguayans found them and took them away. He reco-

vered aflterwards of his wound, but was killed at the

Battle of Sauce, in July.

The Allies declared that Lopez made his men drunk

with spirits and gunpowder, in order to make them iight

as they did There was, however, no truth in this report

;

on the contrary, the Paraguayans, through bad manage-

ment, always had to fight on an empty stomach ; as, on

days wIh'u an encragcment was expected, the men were

not allowed to leave their corps to go and kill the beef.

In this battle the Brazilians went into action without

their colours ; and they have always done so since May
2, probably to prevent them from being taken*

The Allies took the four howitzers, 5,000 muskets, and

five flags. One of these Osorio sent as a present to

Tamaudare ; it was taken by killing the wounded sergeant

who carried it, and who, after he was wounded, and called

upon to surrender, occupied his last moments in tearing

the flag into shreds with his teeth, to prevent it from

falling into the hands of the enemy.

The 4()th I^attalion, whicli had been so terribly cut up

ou the 2nd, again suffered almost complete extermination,

coming out of the battle with only eighty men. The 6th

and 7th Battalions, the two best and oldest in the army,

had each only 100 men left •

The wounded, wlio were likclv to be a lonix time before

they could serve again, were sent to .Vsuncion and Cerro-

Jjcon. Those who would not take long to cure remained

in the camp hospitals.

I The Allies buried some of their own dead, but they

1 heaped up the Paraguayan corpses in alternate layers, with

i

1
I
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Lopez, meanwhile, was doing hia utmoet to reorganise

his army, and to deceive the Allies as to his real state.

He kept many men in the advanced guards, which were

pushed forward to very near the enemy's lines, being a
long way from the Paraguayan trenches* These guards

continually harassed the enemy, by surprising and killing

their outposts, kidnapping their sentries^ &g. In order to

put a stop to this, tlie ^Vllies made their advanr t r] truards

keep up an incessant fire dunng the night, as the only

means to keep their men on the look-out«

Every rooming, too, Lopez sent a reconnoitring party

of cavalry round through the palm forest by the enemy's

right, which oflen brought back prisoners, cattle, horses,

&c.

Several battalions and regiments had to be amalga^

mated to form one, and the whole army had to be reor-

ganised. Lopez brought down 6,000 slaves, and distri-

buted them through the army. Two hundred Payagu^
Indians,* having volunteered to serve, were dral'ted into

the heavy artillery.

Bruguez and Diaz were made Generals in June
1866.

The trenches were dug with activity, and artillery,

brought from Asuncion and Humaita, was mounted
at the parapets. Three 8-inch guns were placed in the

* The Payag^ua Indians were ft smftU tribe which IWed in the isoBt

cultivated part* of Paraguay, part of them living on the beach at Asuncion,

in shanties. They kept themselves totally separate from the l^antgrnnvans

;

f-poke a l.in«::;n;t<re totally rTifT. rcnt. it being composed almost vrhoUy of

putturals ; and lived chit fly cii tlsli, crocodiles, &c., which they ?:pcnred in

tli>' l);iy at Asuncion. Tin y were great drunkards
;
they only allowed two

children in a family to live, the rest beincr killed liofore birth. They never

bhowed the least sign ot a laugh or sinile, or anything approaciiing to

hilarity, but always maintained the most rigid solemnity in their counte-

Dancps. They were formerly a powerful tribe, but are now almost extinct,

and their language will be quite lost. In the army they were noted for

their honesty and truthfulness.
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centre, between Paso Gomez and Paso Fernandez. In

this short line of trench, bei^lg on the higliroad, thirty-

seven pieces of artillery were crowded, of every ima-

ginable size and shape. All sorts of old honeycombed

carronades, IS-pounders and 24-pounder9—ever3rtbing

which by a stretch of Ci)urtesy could be called a gun—were

made to do gootl service by the Paraguayans. Artillery

was also placed at the trench in Potrero Sauce ; and in

the middle of Jane, Lopez began to bombard the allied

camp, Plores* vanguard only being In range.

This was almost enfiladed from the Sauce battery,

which, however, contained only small guns. The bom-

bardments were continued almost daily, without doing

any considerable damage, though the Paraguayans made
capital practice, especially two marine officers named Far

rina and Maz6, whose 8-inch shells reached whatever point

they wished. Lopez used to go and sit, with his tele-

scope, near the cemetery at Paso Pucu, to watch the firing.

On the first day of the bombardment, the Allies had about

eighty killed and wounded, and they always lost a few men.

General Flores' tent was twice blown to pieces, and he

and ^litre had several narrow escapes, as the Paraguayans

used to fire whenever they saw a group of officers within

range.

The Allies had batteries of 24-, 12-, and 9-pounder La-

bile rifled guns, with all of which they sometimes bom-
barded furiously. Their firing, however, did little or no

harm, as they had bad fuzes to their shells, which also >vere

very poor castings ; and consequently many burst in the

gun, and of the remainder^ at least half burst midway
between the lines.

The Paraguayans were much more spread out, and

were fewer in number, thiui the Allies
; they also had

strict orders to go under cover of the parapets whenany

firing was going on, bo that a casualty among them was
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a very rare occurrence. Now and then, on either side,

an ammunition-waggon would blow up hj way of a

change.

Watch-towers, from 50 to 60 feet high, were erected

all along the lines, from which to observe the movements

of the enemy. These were made of four thin strai<]:hti8h

trees, stuck in the gi'ound, forming a square of about

eight feet, and having stages placed on crosspieces, which

were lashed to the trees with raw hide* The only tool

used in making them was an axe. The Allies had taken

the initiative in setting up these watch-towers, and they

made them generally of squared timber.

Telegraphs were laid down from headquarters to all

the diYisions of the army—namely, to Curupayty, to Hu-
maitd, to the left, to the centre, and^ to Sauce. They
were after^vai ds also laid to Chichi, to the Angle, to Esj)!-

nillo, to lasy, and to Benitez, when divisions of the

army occupied those places. These telegraphs were laid

on poste, the writing instruments being by Morse. There

were not, however, enough of these, and Mr. Treuen-

feldt himself made some. While these were making, an

instrument was introduced which was merely a knocker,

the messages being received by listening to the suc-

cession of knocks, representing the dashes and dots of

the Morse hieroglyph. The native telegraph clerks were

very clever at this. The telegraphs were kept working

all day, the commander of a division being obliged to

report every little thing to Lopez, who was receiving

these despatches all day long—an oiBScer being appointed

exclusively to carry them in to him.

General Bruguez commanded the centre and right, from

Paso Fernandez to Potrero Sauce ; and General Barrios

the left, from Paso Fernandez to Paso VaL* General

Diaz had no fixed command, but was sent nearly every

* Vtti, bad : the bad pass.
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day by Lopez all over the armj^ to 8ee if anything was
amiss. He was the great favourite of Lopez, who kept
him to pend wherever any fighting might be going on.

( u jiLi al liesqiiin, tlioni^h still keeping the title of Com-
mander of the Division of the South, had been, in effect,

only Chief of the Staff since Lopez had arrived at Paso
la Fatria, and he continued to the last with the same
title and the same employment.

One of the greatest drawbacks with which the Para-

iguayans had to contend during the war was tlie wretched

Istate of their hordes. Aides-de-camp and commanders of

corps were mounted on jades with nothing but skin and
bone, and which could not possibly go beyond a poor

walk ; and they frequently stopped on the road, not being

able to move another step. Liii^iness would have been done

more quickly on foot, but the numerous lagoons which

had to be passed rendered it necessary to have something

on which to cross them. Those horses which had the

least strength left had been kept for the event of a battle,

had been used on May 24.

The reason assi'^ncd bv the Allies for not ni(>\ iiio: on

and profiting by their victory, was that they had no horses,

and could not advance without cavalry; but the fact

was that they did not know the real state of the Para*

guayan forces.

The Allies lost many men by disease. The Argentines *

were reduced from 15,0U0 to 9,000 men, and the Brazi-

lians suffered not less severely. The whole allied army

was reduced to 30,000 men.

Porto Alegre left 12,000 men in the province of Bio

Grande, to protect it against any new Paraguayan inva-

sion, and marched with 14,000 men and 50 guns. He
also brought 14,000 fat horses with liim for tlie iirazilian

cavalry*

The Argentines were also totally without horses, as
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tlie Allies had brought all that they possessed into

Paraguay, without making any provision of com or hay.

As, in the comer in which they were shut up, there was

no pasture, their horses had got into the same condition

as those of the Paraguayans. The Argentine Govern-

ment consequently took effective measures for ])rovidin(^

thor army with good animals. They decreed that all

horses in the Argentine Confederation were contraband of

war, and prohibited them from being sent from the towns

into the country. They then took the greater part of

the carriaije, cart, and hack-horses, paying the owners

Somethini£ for them, and sent them to the arm v.

Two thousand of Porto Alet>re's cavahy arrived at

Paso la Patna on July 12, and the rest of his forces not

long afterwards. A great proportion of his army con*

sisted of mounted infantry. Some of the regiments were

armed with nlled carbines and sword-bayonets.

The Allies also worked hard, entrenching themselves,

and constructing batteries along their lines. Their ardour

for the war was spent The soldiers had seen their com-

trades killed around them by thousands, the attack always

having been made by the Paraguayans, and they had

only advanced where tlie field had been i)urj)0sel3" ieit

to them; now that the l^iraguayans had made a real

stand, their leaders vacillated, and, instead of advancing,

entrenched themselves.

The spirits of the Allied soldiers flagged, therefore, and

peace was talked of and wished for in their army. The
Brazilian alliance had been distastelui to the Arnren-o
tines and Orientals, even at the moment when Lopez

outraged the former at the beginning of the war; and

now the Brazilians were openly mn down, especially the

fleet, which had boasted so much and done so little, and !

whicli now quailed before the little advanced buttery of \

Curupayty.
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B7 the end of June, Lopez had again got his army to

number 20^000 (half of these were boys and old men, and

soldiers recovered of their wounds), and he felt certain

that if the Allies would attack him, he should be able

si<>;ually to defeat, and perhaps to externiiiuLte them. This,

however, they were not at all inclined to do, and so Lopez

tried to make them. First he had the idea of getting them

to follow back a small attacking party of his own men

;

this did not succeed, and more serious measures were

adopted, which had the desired result.

On July 10, he sent two battalions of infantry to make
a feigned attack on a battalion of Argentine iuiantry,

which was doing vanguard duty on the northern side

of the Paso Leguisamon. This battalion was speedily

reinforced by three others, and followed the retreating

Para ofuayana a short di^Unce only, after some skir-

misliing.

Next day (the 11th), in the afternoon, Lopez sent five

battalions and two rocket-stands, with two regiments of

cavalry, to be kept in reserve, to the same place. The
Argentines were this time prepared, and had artillery'

ready to play upon the Paraguayans, who however

suffered little from it. These were at once opposed by

five battalions under General (then Colonel) Bivas;

General Paunero came up with the reserve; after a

great deal of firing on both sides, leaving many killed and

wounded, both parties retreated, the lon^j grass being set

fire to by the congreve rockets, and the action was sus-

pended just at dark. As soon as the fire was extinguished.

General Mitre himself advanced with two battalions, and

occupied the field, when the Argentines were again

attacked, after Colonel llivas had come up with five

more battalions, and taken the command. After a

great deal more firing, the Paraguayans retired about

9 P.M., having lost some 400 killed and wounded, and the
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Argentines some 500^ including three field*K>fficer8. The
Paragua;3^an T(=)ckets did much execution.

This was called the Battle of Yataity Cora ; it was

auotiier instance in which Lopez weakened luniself in

small combats, where there was no advantage to be gained.

Had the Allies been worth their salt^ they would have al-

lowed none of tlie Paraguayans to return^ as the latterwere

in small force, and two miles from their position, while

they were close to their own. Perhaps L( pez thought

it necessary not to let his men rest too long without fight-

ings lest thej should think he was afraid of the Allies. A
great victory^ as usual^ was claimed by both sides. Major

Godoy, the Paraguayan commander, was slightly wounded
in the arm. All the time the battle Avas going on, a

heavy cannonade was kept up by both the Paraguayan

and the allied batteries.

Some other way was necessary to force the Allies to

attack the Paraguayans, and the best proposition was one

to mount an 8-inch gun just inside the jungle, at the

Punta Naro, which was very near the Allies' camp, and

almost enfiladed Flores' division. The gun could have

been mounted and parapeted without the enemy's know-

ing it, and would have harassed them so mucli as to force

them to attack it, when it would be defended by the iire

from Paso (xomez and from the Potrero Sauce, as well

as by its own. This plan, however, was rejected, and a

reconnaissance made of the ground between Sauce and

Potrero Piris, with the view of digging a trench during,

the night, from Punta f^ar6 to the jungle of Potrero Pins,

which trench would compromise the left flank of the

Brazilians and tlie rear of the Orientals.

The woods from Sauce to Piris were not occupied by

either army, but the Paraguayans always had a few men
exploring them. The woods and the spaces between them

were still full of the corpses from the Battle of May 24.
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These bodies were not decomposed, but completely inuin-

mified, the t^kiii havinp: drii tl on to the l>ones, and the

bodies looking tawny und tliia* The ground was every-

where covered with bullets^ cannon-ballSy arms, car-

touche-boxes* &C.9 and in some places the trees in the

woods were riddled with rifle-bullets. We went through

the woods into the Potrero Piri?, in the centre of whicli

there was a Brazilian mounted scout, who however did

not see anything, and down the Yurui into the wood

agiun, atthepointj whencewe could see everything* being

only 500 yards from the Brazilian trenches.

The Brazilians noticed something particular in the

woods close bv them, and immedlatelv colh < i( l their

cattle, thinking it was a cattle-lifting i)arty, Irom which

they had suffered a great deal. They did not, however*

fire at us* and the party* among whom were Generals •

Diaz and Aquino, returned through the open—the enemy's

scouts watcliing all the time, but not firing, as we had an

escort of fifty riflemen. I reported that the trench was

practicable, and Lopez determined to have it dug at

once. The same night* accordingly* all the spades* shovels*

and picks in the army* amounting to about 700* were

sent down to Sauce, and the 6th and 7th Battalions

(which had made the earthworks of the railway, and the

trench of Humaita) were told off to do the work. The
greatest silence was enjoined on the men, lest they

should let their spades and arms clank* as the enemy
would inevitably hear them. A hundred men were

posted iu skiniii.-liing order, twenty yards from the line

to be dug, to cover the work ; and iu oider better to sec

anyone approaching* they lay down on their stomachs. Iu

some places they were so mixed up with the corpses* that

it was impossible to tell which was which in the d&rk.

I had the line marked by the help of a lantern, which

was placed at the far end* shaded lium the view of the
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enemy by a hide, and the workmen were dressed in a line

to it. They then laid their muskets on the ground,

each man in front of where he waa working ; and b^an
by digging a trench one yard wide and one deep, throwing

the earth to the front, so as to get a cover for their bodies

as quickly as possible.

The enemy's lines were so near that we could distinctly

hear their sentries' chaUenges, and even the laughing and

coughing in their camp. Though every precaution was

taken to prevent a noise, the spades and picks would

sometimes clash on that dark night; but, wonderfully

enoucfh, the enemy perceived notliiug till the sun rose,

when the whole length of the trench, 900 yards, was so

far advanced as to give a cover to the troops who were

working, and who now began to throw the earth to the

rear for making the parapet. Pour small guns were

placed at the new trench near Punta Kar6, so as to be

easily withdrawn when required.

In the middle of the night the whole camp was lighted

up suddenly, and afk;er nearly half a minute a tremendous

report, which even shook the earth, announcedthe explosion

of a torpedo of 1 ,500 lbs. of powder. These torpedoes were

sent down to the fleet almost every night, hut this was the

(mly occasion on which so much powder was used. The

Allies, by this light, ought to have seen the trench which

was being made.

As soon as the enemy perceived what was going on

they opened fire with their artillery, but made no move-

ment either on that day or the next (lath), on which

General Osorio, on account of illness, was relieved by
Marshal Polydoro, just arrived for that purpose from

Rio JaneuK>.

The new trench was in two segments, as is seen on the

plan, and Polydoro ordered General Souza to approach

the short trench with his diyision during the night, and
M
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to attack it early un the morning of July 16. General

Mena Barreto was to post himself with his division in

Potrero Piris, in reserve. This was done, and the Para-

guayans retired into the woods, at the rear and left

of the small trench, which the Brazilians occupied, and

from the woods kept up a gallino- fire of musketry,

which was returned bv the Brazilians, thoufjh not Avith

much eifect, as the Paraguayans were hidden in the

woods. An Argentine diTision, under Colonel Conesa,

came up in the middle of the day, to act as a reserve,

but hardly entered into action. The musketry, at pretty

close quarters, continued all day, and ceased after six-

teen hours' fighting, the Brazilians having lost 2,000

killedand wounded, among whom were seven field-officers.

The cannonading continued all that night and all the next

day.

On the morning of the ISth, ihe Allies opened a

heavy bombardment, during which two Paraguayan

powder-waggons were blown up. They theip marched to

the attack, and the Paraguayans retired into the Potrero

Sauce, taking their guns with them. General Bruguez

opened fire on their advancing columns, causing them

immense losses. At the same time a diversion was made

by the Allies on the Paraguayan left, by a few cavalry,

but without any result.

General Flores, under whose command the action now
came, as it was on his ground, at once ordered an attack

to be made on the small trench which defended the

entrance to the Potrero Sauce. This attack was made
by Braalians and Orientals, and they went to within a

short distance of the trench, when they were obliged to

retreat on account of the terrible enfilade-fire of the

artillery. Colonel Aquino, who commanded the Para-

guayans, followed up the enemy in their retreat, with

his infantry, the enemy firing and falling back all the
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time. Aquino, when his troops were close upon the

retreating enemy, spurred forward his horse, saying that

he must kill some of the ' luggers' with his own hand^, and

attacked their rear alone, cutting down one man, when
another turned round and shot him in the waist,

knocking him off his liorse. The Paraguay a n.^ nuw auaiu

retired to the Potrero Sauce, and Aquiuo, mortally

wounded, was sent up to headquarters, where he was pro-

moted to be a General, but died two days aJOber.

General Flores immediately ordered another attack on

the trench, and this time an Argentine division joined the

Oriental one, all under the command of Colonel Palleja.

Half the Paraguayan artillery was dismounted by the

rapid firing, and, though great havoc was caused among
the enemy by what rraained, as well aa by the musketry,

while they came down the long narrow opening in close

culumn, they gallantly pushed dh, and, filling the trench

with their dead bodies, they took it and the artillery

—

killing almost all the Paraguayans who defended it, and

planting an Argentine standard on the parapet Just at

timt moment reinforcements were coming through the

woods for the Paraguayans, and two hundred dismounted

cavalry, with nothing but their naked swords, charged

the enemy on foot, and drove him out of the position,

retaking the guns ; and the infantry coming up, the enemy
retreated, having previously spiked the Paraguayan guns.

The action ended here, as the Allies were satisfied with

the number of men they had lost, which (from the 16th

to the 18th, inclusive) was above 5,000. Colonels Pal«

leja, Aguero, and Martinez were killed, being one from

each of the Allied armies. Besides these, many officers

were killed and wounded; among the latter was the

Brazilian General Victorino.

The Paraguayans lost 2,500 killed and wounded, \

Aquino being the only oihcer of consideration killed.
^
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Lieutenant-Colonel Ximenez, one of the bravest Para-

guayan officers, was wounded by a ball through the foot,

but continued fighting till the battle was over. Colonel

Roa, commander of the artillery, wns cut off alone, and

completely surrounded by the enemy. His sword was

broken, but he would not surrender. Two of the enemy^s

officers attacked hun, but whenever they got near hhn,

he threw a handful of dust in their eyes and blinded them.

He escaped from the very midst of them back to his

people, without a scratch..
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE BRAZILIAN FLEET—CAPTITRE OF CrRTTZU—INTI RVIEW BETWEEN

LOPEZ AND MJTRE—DEFEAT OF TUii ALi^iiiS AT CUBUPAYTY

—

PAEALTSATIOir OF ALL OFEKATIONS.

The fleet ^till remained inactive, much to the distrust

of the allied army, which said that it had done enough,

and mustnow wait for the fleet to take Curupajrty, before

it could advance. The fleet, on the oilier hand, said it was
waiting for the army to advance and attack Curupayty

by land, before it could do anything, and that it was not

the fault of the fleet that the army had stayed a month

at Paso la Patria without moymg, during which time it

had lost all its horses and oxen. The fleet also complained

loudly of being every day exposed to the torpedoes

which the Paraguayans sent down the river on to them,

and which annoyed them not a little. One of these (they

were generally loaded with 1,000 lbs. of powder) burst

about 300 yards from the bows of one of their gunboats.

The 1,500lb. one had shaken the city of Corrientes, forty

miles off, and alarmed its inhabitants very much. One
of the torpedoes blew up a Brazilian guardboat with all

its crew. These guardboats were kept rowing in ^nt
of the ships all night long. When the torpedoes were

seen coming down the river« there was a general cry of
* Paragua—Paragua !

* and great excitement in the fleet.

Two torpedoes blew up their conductors—one Mr.

ICriiger, an American, and another Mr. Bamos, a Para-

guayan, who had served his apprenticeship as engineer at

Messrs, Blyth's. Both their boats' crews were blown up.
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Tamandare, the Brazilian Admiral, made a treaty with

the Guaycuru Indians in the Chaco, and armed 200 of

them. These are a warlike tnbe, and have always Leeu at

war with Paraguay ; they did not, however, help the Allies

much, for they walked off with their arms and clothing,

and whenever ihey fell in with a small number of

Brazilians, killed them, and took their clothes to the

Paraguayans to ])ropiliat6 them.

At a council of war, held on June 30, it was decided

that Tamandare should at once bombard and take the

battery of Curupayly. This battery now mounted 25
truns—^three of them 8-inch, and six ofthem 32- and 24-

poimdcrs. On July 16, accordingly, the fleet steamed

up in sight of Curupayty, without however a shot being

£red on either side, and steamed down again, the manoeu-

vre being considered a great victory. General Caceres

left the army, and General Netto died.

It was evident that the Paraguayan right-flank at

Curupayty was fi weak point. Lopez knew this, and

proceeded to reinforce it. General Mitre also knew it,

and determined to attack it. Had he done so quickly,

he would have found no obstacles to his progress ; but he

gave Lopez tame.

Lopez brought down from Corumbd the 10th Battalion,

which was in garrison there. It was 700 strong, and was

made up of splendid men. At the same time he brought

all the inhabitants of Corumbd, except ihe garrison, down
to Asuncion. These consisted chiefly of well-to-do mer^

chants and shopkeepers. They had one hour's notice to

go on board, and were allowed each to take one box

;

they were all ordered to leave their doors in Corumbd
open. In Asuncion most of them were in a most desti-

tute condition, and they are probably all dead now.

When the Allies arrived opposite Paso la Patria, at the

beginning of the year, Lopez had sent all the natives



LOFEZ' FBECAUTIONS AGAINST SPIBS. 167

residing near the Parang to Misiones, and anywhere north

of the Arroyo Hondo. These poor people had to leave all

they were not able to carry, and many died of want, as

they had no means of living, but the small crops of

oranges, beans, Indian-corn, and tobacco, which they grew

at their own houses, and which they had been obliged to

leave behind.

After the Battle of Sauce, the Allies constructed four

new batteries—viz., at Piris, Piinta Cafapa, and two ad-

vanced redoubts. They also cleared away all the woods

and pakns from the site of their camp, leaving the ^new

unobstructed from their right to Potrero Piris. The

Parapriiayans also dug a new trench, continuing that of

Paso (jromez on through the woods towards the right, and

round inside the Potrero Sauce, from thence going round

to ChiehL The part in the Potrero Sauce was afterwards

deepened, and made into a channel for diverting the course

of the Bellaco.

To prevent spies entering or soldiers deserting, the

Paraguayan lines had a cordon of sentries ten paces

apart. Each of these sentries challenged, in a whisper,

everyone who passed, even in their rear, and the sentry

at every gun did the same, making a slight clash with the

sheath of his sabre, on which everyone had to stop till

the corporal of the guard had examined him. Several

Paraguayans, of good family, had deserted to the enemy,

and Lopez was determined to put a stop to this.

Bolivia and Peru protested against the secret treaty

of the Triple Alliance, and Chili seemed inclined to

do the same. It was expected in Paraguay that the

Pacitic liepublics would give material as well as moral

support to her cause. At the same time the secret

treaty was published in the Semanario, a Paraguayan

weekly paper, and had the effect of convincing many

people that Lopez was right in making this war npon
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the Allies, and that Paraguay was compelled to fight fur

her very existence.

By a reference to the map, it will be seen that if the

Allies could take Curupayty, they would be in the rear

of the remainder of the Paraguayan army. The ' carri-

zal ' extends from the Parana to Cui upayty, and at the

latter place is 2,500 yards wide. Curupayty being de-

fended on the riverside by a battery, the Allies would

have to land below, if they did not wish to expose their

men on the steamers, in compact and defenceless masses,

to the fire while running past the battery. Foreseeing this,

in order to protect the battery, Lopez made a trench at

Curuzu,* 3,000 yards below Curupayty, from a lake on

the left, to the Eriver Paraguay on the right, where he

placed an 84nch gun and two 32-poundeis on the liyer*

side, as an advanced battery. The battery and trench of

Ciiruzu were garrisoned with 2,500 men, and were armed

with thirteen tj uns altof^ether. General Diaz commanded

it, and the naval captains, Gill and Ortiz, and Major

Sayas commanded the artillery.

In front, towards die south of the trench of Curuz6,

the only possible road is through a jungle of canes, in

which the Paraguayans had formerly cut a path. This

widens into a more or less square piece of firm ground

close to the trench, one side of which would be about

400 yards. The pathway was enfiladed from the trench,

which by land could not be attacked in fiank, but was

exposed to the enfilade-fire of the fleet, which however

could not see it, as it was completely hidden from view in

the wood*

The ground between Curuzti and Curupayty is inter*

sected by many lagoons, which spring from the continua<

tion of the lake on which the Cwmz6. trench rested, and

nearly reach to the Kiver Paraguay. The only road, con-
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sequently, from Curuzti to Curupayty is along the river-

side. BetAveeii the lagoons mentioned are slight heitrhts,

which are covered with long cutting grass, called ' cortade-

raa/ and with thorny trees called ^aromitas/ whose flowers

give out a delicious perfume. The lagoons themselves

are about four feet deep, and have deep mud at the

bottom, so that, altogether, the ground between Curu/u

and Curupayty^ may be called impassable, except by the

road along the riverside, which in its narrowest part would

allow four abreast^ and near Curupayty would admit of

long formations. Curupayty itself stood on a perfectly

level plain, being the same on which Humait£ and

Tuyiicue stand, and was about twenty feet above the

general level of the ^ carrizai,' and about thirty above the

river.

On September 1, 1866, the allied fleet began to bombard

Curuzti, but without effect The battery responded, and

several Braziiiaiis were killed in the fleet. On the 2nd

the bombardment was continued, and the 2nd Brazilian

corps d'arm^e, under Baron Porto Alegre, numbering

14,000 men, havinsr been embarked at Itapirii, landed

nelr Palmas without opposition, under the protection of

seven gunboats, and, marching up the bank of the river,

encamped opposite Curuzd. The bombardment was furious

that day : some of the vessels came opposite the battery

of Curuzti; one of them, the ironclad * Rio Janeiro,'

6 guns, after having her 4-inch plates twice perforated

by 68-pound shot, had a hole blown in her bottom by a

torpedo, and sank ahnost immediately—the greater part of

her crew, together with her captain, being drowned.

This was the only ironclad which was sunk during the

war. The ' Ivahy ' had one of her boilers shot through,

and all the vessels which came into action were well

peppered by the one 8-inch gun and two 32-pounder8

which formed the battery, A trunnion of the 8-inch gun

r \
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was shot off, and it was dismounted. A Paraguayan

scout, up a tree, was shot to pieces by a ball, but this

wasi ahuost the ouly casualty that day.

On the 3rd the bombardment was renewed, and Porto

Alegre attacked the trench at Curuzfi> marching gal-

lantly throngh the enfilade-fire from the trench, and got

round it at its left fiank, where it terminated in the lake,

by walking through four feet of water—taking the garri-

son in the flank and rear, and making them retreat

quickly. In their march up to the trench the Brazilians

lost nearly 2,000 men, killed and wounded* When they

once turned the position they lost a few more men, and

then beofan the losses of the l'ai a":uayans,Avho left 700 dead

on the field, and had some 1,H()0 wounded, all of whom
they got away. The 10th Battalion, which had never

been in action till then, held the left flank of the trench

;

and when the Brazilians began to get round them, they

all took to flight, excepting the commander, who was

killed. The rest fought bravely for a short time, hand-

to-hand, but were soon overpowered and had to retreat,

leaving the artillery in the hands of the enemy. At the

moment when the Brazilians entered the position, a

powder-magazine blew up, killing twelve of them. A
Paraguayan and a BraziHan soldier rushed at each

other so fiercely that they were each transfixed by the

other's bayonet. Captain Montiel, commander of a

dismounted raiment of Paraguayan cavalry, was left

for dead on the field, with several wounds, and having

recovered his senses, found himself in the rear of- the

enemy, wlio were marching towards Cuiui>ayty. He
crawled along, however, and got through them back to

his colours.

Porto Alegre pursued the Paraguayans only a few

hundred yards, and then returned, and encamped his army
on the square piece of ground which has been mentioned
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—to the south of the trench of Curozd. He was ma^e

Had he followed up the Paraguayans, he might have

gone through Curupayty almost without losing another

man : he would have taken the battery, and would have

still had 12,000 men -mth which to attack Lopez in the

rear, while Mitre and Fiores assailed him in front. The
Allies would most inevitably have taken the whole of the

Paraguayan positions that day, and destroyed their

army.

It is said that Porto Alegre asked Mitre for reinforce-

ments, with which to attack the Paraguayans, but that no

notice was taken of his request.

iSome few of the badly-fired shots from the fleet that

day passed Lopez' house at Paso Pucu, and killed a

man, a woman, and a child. Lopez immediately left,

and went 2,000 yards farther away ; no one knew where

to find him. Next day he had an earthwork begun, and

worked hard at it, to cover his hdusc at Paso Pucu, from

the side of Curupayty. It was made 15 ft. high, 36 ft.

at the base, 12 ft. at the top, and was 90 ft long. It was
finished in a few days.

The Paraguayans had retreated to about halfway

between Curuzu and Curupayty, and luid ensconced

themselves behind a parapet which had been made, but

which was a very bad position, being exposed to the fire

of the fleet, and easily turned. It was, howeyer, a short

line to defend.

WhenLopcz received thenews of the capture of Cumzu,

he upbraided General Diaz, who said that he could not

stop the men from running. Lopez then ordered him

to decimate the 10th Battalion, to draft the rest into

other corps, and to put M^jor Sayas in irons. The 10th

Battalion was accordingly formed in line, and calling

out the numbers, beginning at No. 1 and counting up to

Viscount for this victory.
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No. 10, then begmnln<r at No. 1 again, and go on, General

Diaz, viViu had firing-parties with him ready, had every

No. 10 shot in sight of the whole division, which had been

strongly reinforced. The officers of the battalion drew

lots, and those who drew the long pieces of grass were

immediately marched off and shot The rest were de*

graded to the ranks, and the whole battalion divided

among the other corps of the division.*

The Paraguayans, in their new position, w ere still in-

visible to the fleet, on account of the woods between

them. The fleet, however, knew more or less where they

were, and continually ])oured in grape upon them, which

did little damage, as they were behind a parajjct Guru-

payty was also constantly bombarded.

Some ditches were dug along the edge of those lagoons

which were not deep enough to prevent troops from ford-

ing them. After a few days, Lopez got news that two
Argentine divisions were preparing to embark at Itapiru,

to join Porto Alep^re, and it was onlv then that he became

alarmed for Curupayty, He adopted a suggestion which

I had made to him some days before, but which he had

paid little attention to at the time—viz., to make a trench

along the steep bank which goes from the battery at

Curupayty, round the ^ carrizal,' and which is the com-

mencement of the plain of Curupayty. He saw the

necessity of getting it done • quickly. He said, ' Things

could not look more diabolical than they do.' He rein-

forced General Diaz, making up his division to 5,000,

and sent more field artillery. It was about Septem-

ber 8, in the evening, that he resolved to occupy

the position of Curupayty, digging the trench, which

was 2,000 yards long, but which, if done by the time the

Allies attacked it, would be of great use to him.

* This I never heard of till two jrears after it happened—such was the

secrecy kept about everything.

V
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It was a pitch-dark night, and the troops and artillery

had to be moved to the new position, which covered

with thickjungie-wood, and through which it was necessary

to cut a road, before either the men could take up their posi-

tion, or the trench' he marked out. The confusion of that

move was tenible—officers looking for their men, and men
looking for their officers. A vanguard was left at the

trench halfway between Curuzii and Ciirnpayty. If

the Brazilians had then come up, they would have had

no trouble whatever. The trench had to be begun in

the wood, as fast a.s the latter could be cut down, and

without paying attention to more than its general outline.

The clay there was extremely hard, and the picks made
scarcely any impression on it. At the same time, new
platforms were made for guns, both at the trench apd on

the river—^the timber being always cut fresh from the

woods, as there was never any in stock. Everything was

strained to get the works advanced.

Lopez was now quite persuaded that the Allies were
)

about to give him the coup de ffrdee, and he thought of i

trying to come to terms with them, or, at any rate, to

gain a little time to fortify Curupayty. On September

10, therefore, he sent a letter to President Mitre, simply

saying he had the honour to invite him to a personal

interview, at any time and place Mitre should ap-

point The letter was despatched in the af);emoon by
Colonel Martinez, with a flag of truce and a trumpeter.

Notwithstanding the white flag, and the calls of the

trumpeter to attention, the advanced guards kept up a

fire on him, and Colonel Martinez had to withdraw. He
appeared again next day, when he was well received,

being also told that the officer who had fired on him
the day before had been severely punished. ^ His letter

was taken to Mitre, who went with it to Polydoro's \

tent, where he also met Flores ; and after half-an-hour's

r
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*

1 consultation, he wrote an answer, saying he had the

I
honour to accept Lopez' invitation, and nainiiig the next

day, at 9 a.m., between the advanced guards at Yataity

Cord, for the interview. He then sent for Martinez

to the Brazilian headquarters^ where he delivered him the

letter for Lopez,who the same afternoon returned a reply,

that he should be at the place indicated punctually.

\ Next morning (September 12, 1866), Lopez put ou a

Inew kepi, and a new uniibrm frock-coat, without epau-

lettes ; he also wore grenadier boots and spurs, which he

always did, in imitation of Napoleon, and put on gloves.

Over all he put his favourite * poncho,* which was made of

scarlet cloth lined with ' vicuna,' and had a li inge of gold

all round the border, with a collar mairnificcntlv em-

broidered in gold. His staff were all in the undress

camiseta ; General Barrios, and his brothers, Benancio and

Benigno Lopez, went with him also. . He drove in a

little four-wheeled American carnage as far as the trench,

(where he mouiued hi> w liite liorse. On leavino" his head-

(quarters with his cortege, he took a roundabout road,

istarting as if to go to Paso Gomez, in order to make the

ienemy believe that was the only road there was.

' On arriving at the pass which leads £rom the Para-

guayan lines into Yataity Cora, it was evident that

Lopez feared Mitre would try to entraj) him ; for he had

the Battalion of B.ifles hidden at the pass, which is close

to where the meeting took plaoe, besides the usual guards

there. He took with him, as an ostensible escort, twenty-

four men of his cavalry guard, and about fifty officers

composed his staff. The latter kept no kind of order, but

rode along like a ilock of sheep. When Lopez had crossed

the path he felt faint, and had a glass of brandy-and-

water; he then went on, and in a few minutes Mitre was
seen comhig, with a small staff and an escort of twenty

lancers. Mitre was dressed in a frock-coat and white
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sword-belt, wearing an old breakdown wideawake hat,

which gave him quite a Quixotic appearance. The
escorts now halted> and the two Presidents alone went

forward) and» after saluting each other, got off their

horses, which were taken by their orderGes, and began

the conference, their aides-de-camp being within calling

distance. Alter a few minutes, Mitre sent to invite Flores /

and Polydoro to salute Lopez, and to assist at the inter-
|

view. The latter sent word that> since the General-in- I

Chief was there, his presence was not necessary. Flores

went, and was introduced to Lopez, who charged him

with being the cause of the war by procuring the Bra-

zilian intervention. in Monte Video, to which Mores re-

plied that he was as anxious as anyone to preserve the

independence of the Banda Oriental.

Lopez introduced General Barrios and his two brothers,

and Mitre introduced General Hornos and some others.

After a short time Flores left, and the two Presidents

remained alone. They talked together for five whole
j

hours. Lopez had chairs and a table brought, and they i

alternately sat and walked. Writing materials were pi o-

duced, and a memorandum written of the interview, stating

that his Kxcelloncy ^Iar»liai Lopez had invited President

Mitre to consider whether the blood already spilled in the

war was not sufficient to ^vipe out their mutual grievances

;

that his Excellency President Mitre had limited his reply

to saying that he would place the subject before the Allied
'

Governments, which alone could determine the matter.

During the interview, when Lopez was urging his
^

peaceful sentiments. Mitre stated to him that he could ^

undertake nothing which did not carry out fully the

secret treaty, and asked Lopez whether, even in that

case, he thought it possible to leave the appeal to arms.

Lopez replied that he couhl never accept the conditions

of that treaty, that they could never form a basis ibr
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a treaty of peace, and that if they were the only condi-

tiuns, he would resist them to the very last. They had

some brandy-and-water together^ which Lopez sent for,

and they exchanged their riding-whips in remembrance of

the day. Mitre told Lopez that the operalions of the

war wc iild be carried on with the greatest vigour. They
then parted.

Lopez looked very black after the interview. He
(itopped and had dinner at a house on the way back to

his headquarters, where he was met and consoled by the

Bishop and Mrs. Lynch.

]\Iitre behaved in a most gentlemanly manner through-

out the whole affair. Though he had distinctly told Lopez

that the operations of the war would not be suspended,

the useless daily bombardments were stopped for a day
or two, as if in courtesy to the interview which had taken

place. Two of Mitre's aides-de-camp obtained permission,

during this sort of understood armistice, to go and talk to

the Paraguayan officers at the advanced guards. They
were seized by Lopez and retained prisoners, dying ulti-

mately of want and illtreatment. The allied soldiers

were also allowed to go and talk to the l'ara<^uayaiis at

the advanced cjuards. These were onlv sent away.
^

Lopez profited by the courtesy of General Mitre to com-

mit a horrible outrage on all common ideas of good faith.

Some ofthe emigrant Paraguayans were in the alliedarmy,

serving against Lopez, in the Paraguayan Legion. One
of tiiese, Don Luciano Kecalde, had left Paraguay in the

time of Lopez I., the iiecaldes being a marked family.

Another, Buiz, on the day of the interview, with one

or two others, went to the Paraguayan advanced guards

to talk to them, and i^eed to return the next day, bring-

ing Luciano ilecalde and some others with him, to take

* mate.' This was reported to Lopez, who sent Colonel

(then Lieutenant) Montiel to lay an ambush for them^^
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and to Beize them. Next day^ accordingly^ Montiel and

two or three more hid themselves in the grass, and, while

the *nidte' was being taken, spruug upon the visitors,

securing Kuiz, and another called Soriauo, after

wounding them badlj; Becalde got away. Lopez was

much pleased with capture, and had Bniz and his

companion flogged to death. These Paraguayans were

with General Flores, who, when he heard wliat liad

taken place, immediately opened a fierce bombardment
upon Paso Gomez.

From about this time, any Paraguayans who had been

taken prisoners at Uruguayana, and who. returned to^

Lopez' army, were logged to death, it being said that

they ous^lit to have come before.

On the evening of September 12, the day of the meet-

ing between Lopez and Mitre, the 1st and 2nd Argentine

corps d'arm^e were embarked at Itapirti, and sent to

Curuzd, everything being prepared for a grand attack on
Curupayty.

The Paraguayans worked very hard at the fortifications

of the latter place. Jjlight 8-iuch guns were mounted,

two exclusively playing on the land firont, and four ex-

clusively on the river; the other two, on the right flank,

playing both on the land and on the river. Several 32-

pounders were mounted both at the trench and in the

river-battery, and five 12-pounders and four 9-pounders

(Flores' guns, being all the riiied artillery the Paraguayans

possessed) were placed in position at tiie trench. There

were, altogether, forty-nine guns and two rocket-stands,

thirteen of the guns belonging to the river-battery, and

the remainder to the trench. The river-battery Avas

connnanded by Captain Ortiz and Major Sayas, who was

let out of prison to take part in the action. In the trencli,

the artillery on the right was commanded by Captain

Gill, in the centre by Captain Saguier, and on tiie left
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hj ColoBel (then Major) Hermosft. General Dias com-*

manded in chief. The infantiy was nnder Colonel Gon-
zalez, and numbered 5,000.

On the eveninpr of September 21, Lopez sent me to

examine and report upon the state of Curupayty. Every-

thing was just ready. The trench was finished to a depth

of six feet and a width of eleven^ and the guns were all

mounted. A thin abatis was finished all alon^ the front

of the trench, and 1 reported to Lopez that the position

was very strong, and could be held with great advantage.

The right of the trench rested on the river, and the

left on the Laguna Lopez, care being taken to make it

impossible for the enemy to march ronnd through the

water and flank the position, as they had done at Curuzu.

L()])cz was in bed, unwell, at the time; but the news

revived him, and General Diaz soon alter arrived in high

spirits, so that Lopez gave up desponding, and became

eager for the attack.

The great battle took place on September 22, 1866.

It was begun by the fleet (which now had eight iron-

clads) bombarding heavily, two ironclads, the* Brazil 'and

the * Barroso,' steaming up and anchoring in the rear of the

battery—doing however very little damage, on account of

the height of the difP. The battery kept up a continual fire

on them, leaving them full of indentations. A IdO-pounder

ball struck one of the Paraguayan 8-inch gnns in the

river-battery, cutting off the muzzle halfway up the chase,

and dismounting the gun. The same shot killed Major
Sayas, This gun was afterwards used all through the

war, being generally placed at the trenches^ where it

would be more used for grape.

At 12 o'clock the allied army advanced, in four columns, .

to the attack—one going towards the Paraguayan left,

two towards the centre, and one towards the right-

along the bank of the river. The la8t-*mentioned had a

Digitized by Google



BEFBAT OF THB ALLIED ABMT. 179

good road all the way, and some of the men reached

the trench, two or three being knocked into it. Some
of the men of the centre columns also reached the

trench, but none of thoee who were to attack the left got

near it.

As soon as the Allies left their camp at Curuzti, the

Paragtiayans opened fire on them witii their artillery.

When they came to close quarters, notwithstanding the

gallant manner in which they advanced, the Allies were

thrown into disorder by the terrible artiUerj-fire from the

Paraguayan trenches, which was crossed upon them from

all sides— tlie enormous canisters of the 8-inch jxuns d(>inj£

terrible execution at a distance of two or three hundred

yards. Some of the Argentine commanding-officers, on

horseback, got quite to the edge of the trench, where they

were animating their soldiers, but almost all of them were

killed. The column which attacked the ri^ht had the

best road, but it was subject th(> wiiole way to enfilade-

fire, and when near the trench had the concentrated

fire of canister from many guns upon it. The columns

of the centre and left were detained a long time on the

road, by the many almost impassable marshes they had

to cross.

The Allies placed a field-battery on a small height

opposite the Paraguayan left, which however did no

damage, and was soon dismounted. They also sent two

battalions into the Chaco, opposite the battery, to enfilade

the trenches. The Allies kept up a good fire ofmusketry

with their rille-, as soon as tliey got into range; but only

killed or wounded a very few artillerymen, as the Para-

guayan infantry sat down behind the parapet till the Allies

came within range of their poor old flint muskets^ when
they got up and opened fire.

The allied soldiers carried fascines, made of rushes and

canes, to fill up the trench, and scaling-ladders 15 feet

M 2
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long. They also carried their saucepansj &c.j inten^ng

to sup at Humaitft.

When Mitre, who was standincr on the ex-Paraguayan

trench of Curuzii, saw that the attack was hopeless, he

ordered a retreat, immense numbers being left on the

field. The loss of the Allies was about 9)000 killed and

wounded. The official reports gave them as only 2,000

Argentines and 2,000 Brazilians. There were more than

^jOOO left in the hands of the l^iraguayans, on the field,

and in the hospital at Corrientes alone there were 104

officers and 1,000 men, all Argentines sent from Cuni-

payty. The Argentine official reports give 153 officers,

(including 16 field-officers), and 1,843 rank and file, killed

and wounded, and the Brazilian give 200 officers and 1,700

rank and file.

Tamandare's report on the losses of the fleet that day,

gives 2 officers and 19 men killed and wounded, but one

ironclad alone had 27 kors de combat, Tamandar€ reported

that several of the armour-plates were broken, and that

many of their bolts were shot out—also that the timber

backing of the plates suffered very much. Two 68-

pounders of the 'Barroso' were dismounted, and many
balls entered the portholes of the vessels engaged.

The brave Argentine Colonel Kivas was wounded, and

was made a General on the field of battle. Colonel Char-

lone was wounded close to the Parajfuavan trench, and

four of his soldiers were carrying hun away, when a

canister-shot killed them all five.

The losses of the Paraguayans were incredibly small-
altogether, only fifty-four killed and wounded, the greater

number of these ha\nng been struck by the bullets

from the rifieaicii in the Chaco. Lieutenant Lescano,

a favourite aide-de-camp of Lopez, was killed by one

of them, being shot through the neck. Lieutenant

Urdapilleta was wounded by them in the arm.
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After the enemy had retreated, Lopez ordered the 12th

Battalion to go outside the trenches, to gather the arms

and spoils^ in addition to which thej also massacred the

wounded. These were asked if they could walk, and

those who answered in the negative were immediately-

killed. Hardly any could walk, as those who were able

to do so had already made their way back to their own
lines. A Lieutenant Quinteros, who had his knee broken^

was asked ; when he said that he could not, and the soldier

began to load his musket, Quinteros managed to crawl

along, and was saved.

About half-a-dozen only were taken prisoners, all the

rest being killed. Two Paraoruayans, from Uruguayana»
were captured, and GreneralDiaz hanged these, on his own
responsibility, on trees. One of them was a long time

dying, and begged Diaz to have him killed— that he was
sufFerinfj terribly. Diaz said that was just what he

wished him to do.

The 12th Battalion returned, all clothed in Argentine

uniform, which had been taken from the dead ; and they

took many watches, sovereigns, &c., the allied troops

having been lately paid. Several battalions were clothed

with the uniforms of the dead, and three thousand an l sume

hundreds of Liege rifles were taken in good condition,

the greater number having been shot and damaged. A
gr^at many sovereigns were brought, which Mrs, Lynch
bought up for paper-money. Many drums aod bugles

were t^iken, but no colours.

DurinsT the bombardment the Brazilian fleet threw

about 5,000 bombs. They fired some very beautiful

1-pounder Whitworth rifled bails and percussion-shells*

These are so pretty that it would be almost a consolation

to be killed by one. The Paraguayans fired about 7,000

rounds of artillery altogether.

General Diaz was on horseback during the whole of the
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enga<^ement, and in great spirits, ordering, music and

reveilles to be played.

During this battle, Lopez was at his house at Paso

Pucu, and, once forgetting himseir, came out beyond his

earthwork, when the whistling of a ball was heard, and

he ininiediutclv made a rush behind it. These disi)lavs

had no other inilueuce on his people than to make them

beg him not to expose himself so much.

At night General Diaz went up, and had a champagne

supper with Lopez, who became quite elevated by what

he drank, and made a great noise, the only time this

ha])|)eiicd.

The dead were tlirown into the ditches, which have

been mentioned as having been dug along the edge of the

lagoons in front of Curupayty, being covered only by
the water. The lagoons themselves were also full of

dead. When the ditches were full, the remainder was

thrown into the river. All were stripped, as clothing was

very scarce in the Parniruayan army.

At the same time that Curupayty was attacked, Poly-

doro had orders to assault the centre at Paso Gomez.
This he did not do, but contented himself with forming

his men outside his trench, in order to make the Para-

guayans believe that he was going to advance. Had he
assaulted Paso Gomez, he would have been even more
fearfully cut up than Mitre was at Curupayty, for he

would have been exposed both to a front and a flank fire,

and had a worse road than that at Curupayty, and no

fleet to assist lilin. Tie was very much blauuMl by the

Allies, but, as things turned out, he did quite right.

General Flores, with the allied cavalry, marched round

the Paraguayan left, crossing the Bellaco at Paso Canoa,

killing and taking some twenty men who were on guard

tkere, and nearly reached Tuyucue,* staying for some

* Tu^ite, mod that was : the name of a Tillage.
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time on the height just above Paso Canoa. Lopez had
several battalions and regiments in reserve at Paso Pucn.

These he did not move until the victory was decided at

Curupayty, when he sent the 12th Battalion down there

to collect arms, and despatched two regiments of cavalry

to cut off General Flores—who, however, knew that the

attack on Curupaytj had failed^ and withdrew in time.

On the 24th of the same months Flores went for a short

tune to Monte Video.

The Argentines were all embarked at Curuzu, and

returned to Tuyuti,* leaving only the Brazilians, under

Porto Alegre^ at Curuzti, These^ still numbering about

8»000 sound men» worked vigorously at entrenching

themselves.

If Curupayty had been attacked by night, there would

have been a chance of success; but there was none

whatevei^ in attacking it by day^ after giving the Para-

guayans all the time they required to fortify it.

After this battle, no more actions of any consequence

took place for fourteen months, when the i*iiraguiiyans

burned and sacked the allied camp at Tuyuti, the

Allies remaining perfectly passive till February 1868.

* Tui/uti, mud white, or white mud. The name of a pasB in the allied

esmp on the Bellaco, which gave its name to the whole of the aite of that

camp.
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CHAPTER XIV.

THE ALLIKS PO NOTHTNG—CHOLERA

—

WIIITWORTH's AKITUJ T:Y AND
THE OLD SMOOmiiORE GUNS—DEAllL OF (JKNERAL hiAZ—MANC-
FACrrRES IK PARAGUAY— Al^NllilLAXION OF IILE BRAZUJAK
EXPEBmON 10 KATIO-QROSSO.

After the Battle of Cunipayty, nothing was at-

tempted on either side for a Umg time. Lopez had no

men to throw away oa an attack^ and the Allies ruminated

upon thdr defeat.

The fleet daily bombarded Cumpayty for eighteen

months, thinking nothing of throwing 2,000 shells

before breakfast, and tlieir official reports often showed

4,000 a day. Cunizii was also armed with a battery of

Whitworth's 32-pounders and 12-pounder8, and a battery

of Lahitte*s 32-pounder3^ which vomited their flre con-

tinually on the devoted Curupayty. All the fire was so

badly directed that hardly any damage was done. Cer-

tuirilv not a hundred men altof>:cther were killed and

wounded by the fire of the fleet during this time. The
Brazilians had all their fuzes cut to a certain length,

which, as the fuzes were very bad at first, did not cause

the shells to burst at equal ranges. About a quarter

of their shells broke in the gun at the moment it was

fired, being bad castings, and also beinjT, by Whitworth's

system, subjected to a very severe strain : about a quarter

did not burst at all, and the renuunder exploded at all

sorts of distances. The Paraguayans had huts made
under cover of the parapets, so that very few men were

ever exposed but the soldiers suilered in health from
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being kept always behind the parapets. One powder-

magazine was blown up by a shell, but luckily little

damage was done.

The fleet would sometimes be sUeut a day—^sometimes

break out into a furious bombardment at night, when it

was very beautiful to watch the trajectory of the Bhells

by their fuzes. The Brazilians would put all sorts of

things into their guns besides the shot—such as firebars,

pieces of chain, &c. ; and once they sent a piece of

2*inch square iron, two feet long.

When the bombardments began, the Paraguayans,

who had supplied themselyes with home for the purpose,

opened a horrible note, which began at one end of the

line, and was successively taken up, right to the other end,

making a fearful din. These horns had a small hole at

the point, where they were blown, something like a trum-

pet. They were called ' tdrdttlttis,* and irritated Casdas

very much.

The fleet had a vanguard of ironclads, which were

anchored in range of the battery of Curupayty, though

they could not be seen from it, as they were behind a

projecting point of wood. They were, however, visible

from the extreme right of the battery. This vanguard

was relieved every fortnight, wlu n the wliole fleet was

put in motion, and some oi the iruiielatls came in view

of the battery, when they were of course saluted, and

always received some small damage. In February 1867,

the commanders of the ironclads * Herbal * and * Silvado

'

were both killed, and a ball went right ihrough the side

of the * Cabral.' The * Belmonte ' gunboat was once set on

tire by a Paraguayan shell, and was saved with dithculty.

The hospital ship at Curuzu was destroyed by fire. The
steamer 'Marquez de Caxiaa' was burned by accident

at Corrientes, in the beginning of 1867.

The ironclad ' Brazil,' after the attack on Curupayty,
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was sent to EIo Janeiro to be repaired, and did not

return till May 1867, at which period there were already

twelve ironclads in the fleet.

In January 1867, three ironelads steamed up in front

of the batteries and boniharded them, but again retired

without having done any damage.

There were some mortar-boats, carrying 13-inch mor-

tars, in the Brazilian fleet, and these, too, continually sent

their shells into Curupayty. In December 1866, two
small ironclads and a mortar-boat were sent into the

Lake l^iris, which they were enabled to enter by widen-

ing the mouth, to bombard the Potrero Sauce. This was
done seyeral times, but without any effect Nothing was
Yisible from the Lake Piris, except the woods which

surrounded the Paraguayan position.

In January 18G7, a gunboat ^vent up the Parana to

Itati, to reconnoitre. On its arrival the small Para-

guayan guard there retreated to the woods, when the

crew of the gunboat landed, and went to the guardhouse,

beginning to pick some Indian-corn which was growing

close to it. While thus engaged, the Paraguayan guard

fell ui)on them, killing a lieutenant and several of the

crew ; the rest escaped.

In May 1867, the fleet bombarded heavily, day and
night, wasting immense quantities of ammunition,

k On December 21, 1866, Admiral Tamandar^ was

1 relieved by Adiuirul Ignacio, to the great delight of both

jthe army and navy, as everyone was tired of the in-

action of the fleet, and it had been proved that the iron-

fclads
could stay under the Are of the batteries without

any Tery grave consequences. Ignacio, however, only

marked the beginning of his reign by doubling the

'.intensity of the bombardment.

The allied army, after the defeat at Curupayty, occu-

pied itself exclusively in fortifying both Curuzd and
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Tuyuti. At the former place strong trenches were du<]f,

and a citadel erected, all well armed with artilleiy.

Porto Alegre, the commander, lived, for convenience,

on a steamer which lay alongside the shore. The men
were yery much cramped, and suffered a good deal from

the Paraguayan bombardments.

On November 20, 1866, the Marqnez de Caxias,

* ^Marshal of the Army,' arrived to take command of the

whole of the Brazilian forces. The fleet was conse-

quently under his command, it having hitherto been a

separate power, acting only by the will of the Admiral.

Polydoro wentback to Brazil. Porto Alegre also amused
himself for tlirec months in Brazil, from December to

March, leaving General Argollo in command at Cuniziu

When he returned^ Argollo went to Tuyuti, and took

the command there.

Aflter the Battle of Curupayty, General Paunero, with

4,000 Argentines, was sent to quell an insurrection in

the Andes, which threatened to give some trouble. With
the new contingents, which daily arrived, the Argentine

army, in January 1867, numbered 14,000 men* Kews of

these petty revolutions was always conveyed to Lopez,

who used to encourage his men by telling them that the

Argentines would very soon have to leave the war on

that account.

The first act of Caxias, on assuming the command of

the Brazilians, was to publish an Order of the Day, pro-

hibiting Brazilian olfficers from wearing any device what-

ever, which should distinguish them from the common
soldiers, excepting their swords. Their kepis were all to

j

be covered with white, like those of the soldiers. This

measure was taken because the Paraguayans used to see

when a group of men were officers, and fire at them

accordingly. Caxias' other great measure was a promise,
\

which he made in January 1867, to be in Rio Janeiro in the
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follo^ndng May, after having completed the oonqueBt of

Lopez. Beyond this,Caxias did nothing for fifteen months.

In Se])teinber 1866, the first drauprlits ofant w con-

tingent of 20,000 iirazilians began to arrive, and con-

tinued coming in slowly. At the end of the same year*

2,000 Brazilians were armed with needle-gans.

General Osorio was marching from Bio Grande, with

au anuy of 12,000 men, with the view of invading

Paraguay by the way of Encarnacion, and marching into

the heart of it from that place. This was what Porto

Alegre was to have done fonnerly, but neither he nor

Osorio carried it out Had it been done, the war must
have been ended by it

To keep up the spirits of the allied soldiers, a story

was told them that tiiere was a revolution in Paraguay

;

that three of the Uruguayana prisoners had made a

journey throughout the country, and, wherever they felt

it safe to do so, had spoken to the people, and gained

over many to revolt ; that 300 of these had taken arms,

and were entrenched at Bobi, a place beyond Encar-

nacion ; that Lopez had sent 600 men to follow them

up, and that Mitre had ordered General Osorio to go to

their assistance. . General Castro, the Oriental, believed

this story himsebT, and wrote of it as a fact to a friend.

President Mitre himself left the seat of war in the

beginning of February 1867, leaving Caxias as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the allied armies. He was induced

to leave, temporarily, by the Argentine revolution, which

was assuming alarming proportions. It, however, came
to nothing.

\^ People in the Hiver Plate now lost all interest in the

war, and it was almost forgotten, as nothing whatever

was being done.

Paso la Patria, now called by the Allies Itapird,

became quite a commercial place ; and in the camp at
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Tuyuti, many shops were erected, and almost anything

could be bought for money. Change being scarce, a new
system was introduced ; silver dollars were cut with a

chisel and hammer into halves and quarters, which passed

current as half-doUars and quarter-dollars. Theatres

were started in the allied camp, and even Mana^s Bank
had a branch at Paso la Patria.

Double lines of trenches were made at Tuyuti, with

many redoubts. A fort was also made at Paso la Patria.

Whitworth 32-pounders were placed in the batteries all

along the iront, and at Potrero Piris, together with moi^

tars, which daily bombarded the Paraguayan camp, doing

however no damage. #

Brazilian slaves were impressed by the Government and /

sent to the war, as it was found impossible to recruit any /

more freemen in Brazil. I

Cholera played a terrible part in the war, in 1867* It
\

appeared at RioJaneiro in February^ and atPaso la Patria r |

on March 26. In three days its ravages were fearful all j !

over the army. At Curuzu 4,000 men were attacked, and j

2,400 of them, including 87 officers, died. Fifty men there
;

were kept day and night digging graves, working by \ 1

reliefs. All this was yisible from the Paraguayan watch- \,

towers. Porto Alegre behaved very well, visiting his

sick day and night.

In Tuyuti it was not quite so bad, yet many fell victims

to it. At the beginning of May there were 1 3,000 Bra-

zilians in hospital. To hide as much as possible this terrible

Btate of things, newspaper correspondents were not per-

mitted iii the allied camp.
^

The plan for Osorio to cross the Parand at Encar-

nacion was given up, and he was ordered to march

towards Paso la Patria, as Porto Alegre had done; and

2,000 Brazilians were embarked at Itapirii, and sent up
the Parand to meet him, with the view of crossing some-
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whore between Pas(> la Patriaand Eiicarnacion, This last

idea was also given up, and Osorio, advancing to the head

of his army, was met at Itati by Caxias, in the beginning

of May, after which he returned and brought his army

to Paso la Fatria^ where it crossed the Parani into

Paraguay.

On May 29, on account of the great rise of the river,

which almost covered the camp, the army of Curuzu

had to be embarked, with all its artillery, and was taken

round to Tuyuti. It had been encamped for nine months

in one of the most unhealthy spots which could have been

chosen for it. The stores at itapiru were also en-

dangered by the rise of the river, and had to be

re-embarked.

A battalion of men called the Oaribaldinos, which had

been encamped in the Chaco since the attack upon Curu*
payty, was left there. It was on the bank of the river,

in the liiaclio Quia.*

Caxias got out a balloon, which cost 15,000 dollars, and

a Frenchman was to ascend in it, to view the Paraguayan

lines. Just as he was about to go up in it, the balloon

caught fire and was burned. The Frenchman was said

to have been about to set fire to the Bi aziliau powder-

magazines, and then to escape in the balloon. He was

tried by court-martial, and sentenced to death. The sen-

tence, however, was not carried out Two new balloons

were now brought from Bio Janeiro, and an American
to manipulate them. One of them was forty feet in

diameter, and the other thirty. The first ascent was

made in Jimc 1867. The balloon was retained by three

i^ropes, held by soldiers on the ground, to prevent its being

carried away. The greatest height it ascended to was 180
jrards from the ground. It was moyed along by the men,
"fijitii the lopes, over the whole length of the allied camp,

* QuU, dirt/.
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being directed by flag-signals from tlie aeronauts. The
balloon ^vas always kept out of range of the Paraguayan

guns, which however often fired at it, as it was fVe-

quently used^ and on one occasion four of the soldiers

holding the ropes were wounded* From the balloon the

Allies counted 106 guns and three mortars in the Para^

giiayan lines, besides those in Curu})ayty and Sauce,

which were not visible. Whenever the balloon appeared,

the Paraguayans made a great smoke in front of their

trenches^ to hide them—^the fires^ with grass to make them

smoke, being prepared beforehand*

A telegraph on posts was established between Caxias'

headquarters and the battery oi i'otrero Piri8,and another

line to Paso la Patria.

Caxias was said, in the allied camp, to receive con-

tinuallj letters from some one in Lopez' camp, informing

him of ererything which went on there. It is enough

to say that it would have been impossible, from the sys-

tem of espionage, for anyone in the Paraguayan camp

to have passed those letters without Lopez kuo>ving it.

All tills time the Paraguayans were occupied in forti-

fying themselves. The trench a.t Gunipayty was con-

tinually worked at by the garrison, making it deeper and

wider. The parapet and banquette were heightened, and

hide huts built against the parapet, in such a manner as

not to disturb the fire of the infantry in case of an attack.

The batteries on the river were augmented by artillery

brought from Humait&, till they counted thirty-five

guns, Hiimaitd being left with only three 8-inch guns

and a few 32- and 24-pounders. Two 24-pounders were

sent to the arsenal, Av here they were bored and rifled to

throw 56-pounder shots, and were then sent down to

Cnntpayty. These did not answer well, the range being

only 1,500 yards. A large gun, weighing twelve tons,

and tlirowing a spherical 10-inch shot, was cast at Ybycui,
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and taken to the arsenal at Asuncion, where it was bored

and moimted. This gun was cast from bells contributed

hj all the churches in the country, and in consequence

was called the ' Christian.' It was placed in position

at Curupayty*

Many guns were made in the arsenal at Asuncion

—

some of iron and others of brass, 24-pounders and 18-

pounders of iron, and two batteries of brass 9-pounder

rifled guns, to flt the 9'pounder Lahitte shells which the

enemy sent over in profusion, and the greater part of

which did not burst. Two batteries of smoothbore

4-pounders, taken at Coimbra, were rifled to fit the

same shot, and five sound old 9-poundcr guns were

bored and rifled to fit the enemy^s Lahlttc 32-pounders,

and did great execution. One of these five, an iron gun,

had a range of 5,300 yards, with 61bs. of powder, and
15^ elevation. There were also four or five batteries

of 3-pounder rifled guns made. These guns weighed

3 cwt. each, and threw a long bolt If inch in diameter

and 5 inches long. These did not answer very well,

probably from the turn of the rifling not being rapid

enough. A heavy 66-pounder iron gun was sent up to

the arsenal, and bored and rifled to throw a 150-pounder

shot. The breech was turned down, and wrought-iron

rings shrunk on. The shot were square-headed bolts,

chilled (an article about Palliser's shot had been seen some-

where), and were fitted with a soft brass expanding ring.

They were exactly like the morions of the dragoons

of Lopez* escort, who, from the brass rims on the top of

their liats, were called ' Aca-vera ' (or shining heads), and

the gun was christened the ^ Aca-vera.' It was placed in po-

sition at Humaitd, and, after some service, the breech was
blown out» Some old iron guns were cut down into mor-

tars, and had wrought-iron hoops, with trunnions on them,

shrunk on. Three were 10-inch, and two 8-iQch. A
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5-inch brass mortar was also made. Another gun was

made of brass, weighing seven tons, and was bored to

fit Whitworth^s 32-poujider shot^ of which the Pan^
guayans had collected alarge stock. This gun was called

the * General Diaz.' It was a very bad casting, and after

abtmt sixty shulis had been fired from it, the hexagonal bore

became so imperfect that it broke all the shells which

were fired from it. It was sent back to Asuncion in

March 1868, and broken up. Three batteries of rifled

howitzers, with a peculiar kind of shrapnel shell, were
also made from my designs. These weighed each 12 cwt.

and their chambers contained 1 lb. of powder. They
threw either a spherical 12-pounder shot, a Lahitte

32-pounder, or the special rifled shrapnel shell made for

them, and were capable of being elevated to 35^ They
had a range of 5,000 yards. Another levy was made of

the remaining church-bells and of all the copper boilers

and saucepans in the country, and a lO-lun gun was cast,

being bored and rilled to fit Whitworth's 150-pouuder

shot, of which some thousands were collected, which had

been thrown by the enemy. This gun was a beautiful

casting, and did good service. It was called the ' CrioUo,'

or Creole, and was at first mounted at Asuncion.

A road was cut through the wood from Curupayty,

going round the edge of the ^ carrizal * as far as Sauce,

facilitating communications. Curupayty was also nearly

united to Sauce by a long trench, which went round by
Chichi, at which place a division was encamped with some

artillery, commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Delgado, in case

the BrazdUans should attempt to cross from Curuzu, though

the marshes in front were utterly impassable for troops.

In March I made a new trench in the Potrero Sauce

(where Colonel Boa commanded), with a more regular out-

ine than the old one, and more retired from the woods,

which had become thin and passable. The old trench

o

Digitized



194 THE WAB IN PABAGUAY«

was deepened, and made the outlet for the Bellaco, which

was dammed up where it enters the woods, and caused to

flow through its new channel. It was raised six feet by
this dam^ making the water at Paso Gomez more than

six feet deep» and thus rendering that place almost un*
'

assailable. The new channel also formed a <;rcat obstacle

in front of the new trench at Sauce, as it Avas very deep,

and almost too wide to admit of portable bridges being

thrown over it. Where the Bellaco entered the old

trench, it was dammed up to a height of six feet, hj a
sluice-gate, which was so arranged that it could be easily

opened from the new trench, should the enemy get into

the old one and prepare for a rush. In this ca*=e the gate

would be opened, and the terrible flood of water would

carry them all before it into the ^ carrizal.' The men in

the Potrero Sauce were somewhat harassed by the rifle-

bullets, which came in day and night from the advanced

guard of the Allies, wouiKliiig many men. If the Allies

had always bombarded with rifles instead of *v\ath

cannon, they would soon have finished the Paraguayans.

When there was nothing further to be done towards for-

tifyIng the front, a trench was conmienced from Paso
Vai, connecting it with Humaitd, thus completely enclos-

ing the Pai'aguayan army, and especially protecting it

from an attack on that side.

With the view of harassing the enemy, and of en-

filading his new advanced redoubts, I commenced a bat-

tery at the Yataity Cori pass. The ground was very

low, and the terre-plein of the battery was raised six feet.

It was made for twelve guns, and to facilitate communi-

cation with it, and the withdrawal of the guns in case of

an attack, a road was begun across the Bellaco, at Paso

Sati. This was made by an embankment on each side,

with a bridge in the middle. It was, however, not

finished. Vaiious hali buiiken parapets were made in the
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rear of the battery, to protect by infantry the retreat of

the guns. While this battery was being constructed,

it waa coTit! nilally bombarded by the enemy from tWo

pdnts, with Whitworth's 32-poiinder8 and with a Enipp's

12-poiinder rifled* steel gun, which belonged to the Ar-
gentines. This latter gun, though a far inferior weapon

to Whitworth's, was in much better hands, and made most

beautiful practice. It lired almost nothing but percussion-

shells, these being so beaatiiully directed that every shell

just went oyer the battery and into it, where the men
were working. There was always a look-out, who gave

the word the moment the puli was seen from the gun,

which was 2,500 yards from the battery, and as the

men had time to get under cover of the parapet, little

damage was done. Once a man was rolling a wheel*

barrow along in the battery, when one of those percussion*^

sliells struck his high morion and burst in it, singeing his

hair and driving some grains of powder into his forehead,

without hurting him. His hat was blown almost to

pieces (it was of leather), and thrown several yards from

him. The moment it happened, he dropped his wheel-

barrow, rushed after his morion and put it on ^ain, and

seizing the l iai row, began wheeling it again witli redoubled

vigour, to the great delight ot his companions, who set up

a yell of pleasure.

2^ot far from Yataity Cor& there was a cavalry ad-

vanced post, called Piquete Bomba, from the following

circumstance. The soldiers having broken off one of the

three legs of their cooking-pot, looked for somethincp to

prop it up with on the fire. They found a ii-pounder

shell which had been fired by the enemy, but which had

not burst, and they put that under their pot As soon as

the shell got sufficiently hot, it exploded and sent the

dinner flying, to their intense delight. They were cavalry-

men, and had not foreseen the dinoumenU

r
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If a Parapruayan, in the midst of his comrades, was

bloT\Ti to pieces by a shell, they would yell with de- I i

light, thinking it a capital joke^ in which they would n
have been joined by the victim himself had he been 1

capable.

For precision and range, Whitworth's guns are splen-

did weapons, l)ut they require good guniuM*s. When a

Whitworth shell bursts in its flight, all the splinters drive

ahead, making a Very small angle with the original tra-

jectory. For firing at men behind parapets, therefore,

they are not so advantageous as the old smoothbore

spherical shells, which spread very much when they ex-

plode. If the rifled shells with time fuzes sti iick the

ground before exploding, they would hardly ever burst, as

the fuze became choked with earth, and the fire extin-

'guished. One great disadvantage of using rifled shot is,

that at all long ranges,when they strike the ground, they

ricochet up so high in the air, as to lose all chance of

doing any damage after the first giaze. The Whitworth
bolts appeared to have far greater penetrating power in

any hard substance, but less than a smoothbore in a
yielding substance like sand.

The Brazilians hardly used percussion-fuzes at all, and
had they done so they would liave caused some execution

with their continual bombaidmeuts. As it was, however,

the Paraguayan earthworks received only slight injuries,

which could be repaired in a very short time.

Whitworth's b^ had such a high velodty, that the

eport of the gun, and the shot flying by, with a peculiar

whiflf, were both heard at the same moment. The Para-

guayans, from the sound these balls made going through

the air, called Whitworth's balls ' phews.'

> All the telegraph stations had parapets in £ront of

them, to prevent their being put hors de combat

In May 1^07, three 8-inch guns were mounted at
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Chichi, and a 32-poiincler Lahitte, besides some smaller

ones, and on the 30th Curuzti was bombarded heavily,

both from Chichi and Curupayly. As the garrisoii was
crowded into a very small piece of ground, some damage
was done.

In October 1866, Viscount Beaumont, secretary of the

French legation in the liiver Plate, came witli a flag of

truce into Lopez' lines, bringing despatches, which he was

to deliver personally to M. Cochelet, the French consul in

Paraguay. After waiting a few days, for M. Cochelet

to arrive from Asuncion, he got his answeiii, and went

back attain under a Ha<>: of truce.

These flags of truce always inspired, some hope of

peace, and people were very glad to see thenu When one

appeared at the enemy's outposts, the bearers were made
to wait halfway between the lines, till some one was sent

by Lopez to receive it. He always sent several officers,

not trusting one alone, and they were ordered to go round-

about in all sorts of roads, to make the enemy believe

those were the only roads into the Paraguayan lines.

They would then talk sometimes for two or three hours

with some of the allied officers, exchanging cigars, and

would then go back and report to Lopez, hrinjx expected

to repeat every word which had passed between them.

On one of these occasions a challenge passed between

Colonel Montiel and one of the allied officers, and it was
agreed they should fight a duel after the war was over.

At Paso Gomez there was a large powder-magazine, in

which was also the laboratory for preparing fuzes, and

driving them into the shells. On December 9, 1866, this

blew up (the cause being unknown) with a fearftil crash,

sending the heavy timber roof flying in all directions.

Major Alvarenga, chief of the laboratory, a first-rate

maker of fireworks, was blown up, and forty-five men
besides were killed and wounded. The enemy imme-
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diately opened fire upon Paso Oomez, to which General

Bruguez replied with vigour, and miniedlately arranged

his men in fighting order, thinking the enemy might

profit by a oonAision^ to attack him suddenly. A great

quantity of ammunition was lost by this explosion.

Genc'ial Diaz used to ride about Lit Curupayty in the

heavy bombardmeuts, to show the men how little he cared

for the * negroes.' Once, during a bombardment, about

the end of January 18679 he went in a canoe, with some

aides-de-camp, to fish, in sight of, and near to, the fleet.

A 13-inch shell burst just over them, cutting General

Diaz' leg almost off, and eapsizing the canoe into the water.

His aides swam to shore with him, and he was taken to

his house, and Lopez telegraphed to. Dr. Skinner was

immediately sent down, and amputated his leg. Mrs.

Lynch went down in her carriage and brought him up to

headquarters, wlu l e he was accommodated in General

Barrios' house, and daily visited by Lopez. His leg,

which had been amputated, was put up and soldered in a

little coifin of its own, and was kept in his room. After

some days, however. General Diaz died, and his body was

sent up to Asuncion to be buried, being accompanied by
all the inhabitants of the town

;
many of the ladies, we are

told by the Semanario, laid their jewels on his tomb, but

it does not say what was done eventually with the jewels.

Colonel Al^n succeeded to the conunand of Curupayty.

Lopez' birthday was on July 24, and the date of his

election to the presidency was October 16. Both days

were kept, but the latter was specially marked. On
these, as well as on Christmas. Day, and on one or two

civil feast-days, Lopez held a levee, all the officers who
had the uniform being in full-dress. Lopez used to go to

church, after which, at his house, all being assembled

around him, the Bishop would address him a most com-

plimentary speech, to which Lopez, who was a very good
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speaker, would reply at length. Afler the reception,

champag^ne, beer, &c.,were served unJer the orange-trees,

and hundreds of toasts given, only to Lopez, as it was not

allowable to toast any other person. He sometimes^ how*
ever, had something more tangible than an address, to re-

member the day by. In 1866, a magnificent Paraguayan

flag, embroidered in gold, diamonds, rubies, &c., with gold

and silver staff and mountings, was enibroidered by the

ladies of Asuncion ; and an album, bound in solid gold and

stones, in a solid gold box with an equestrian statue of gold

on it, was made in Asuncion, and sent down by the ladies,

as a testimony of their patriotic feelings. The hints and
ideas for these things all emanated from headquarters, a

lady-friend of Lopez being the medium. No one, of

course, dared refuse to contribute towards them.

Next year (1868) the citizens had to make an offering,

and this tune there was no reserve as to the source of

the idea, designs being made by request of the lady at

headquarters, and Iroin thence sent to Asuncion, where

they were executed. The presents this time consisted of

a sword of honour; and a crown of laurel leaves in gold.

Lopez sent one of his own swords to be remounted. The
hilt was made with a Saint George and the Dragon on the

guard, all of gold, with twenty-three brilliants and num-
bers of other stones in it. The sheath was of soHd gold,

with relieved arabesques, and the whole was encased in

another telescopic sheath, also of pure gold, with a golden

statue on the top, and made so tiiat when the telescopic

part was shut up, the part which contained the hilt alone

w^as visible, thu.s making a beautiful ornament on a table.

The whole was laid on an iiiiiaense silver salver. It was

brought down for presentation by a commission of about

eight, the chief being Don Saturnino Bedoya, brother-in-

law of Lopez, and treasurer-general. The workmanship

was beautifuL After each of the commissioneis had read
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an address, and the present had been delivered, Lopez

detained his brother-in-law. He never again spoke to him,

and gradually treated him worse and worse, ultimately

putting him in irons, and torturing him to death ; but he

was very angry on hearing of his decease, as, had he

known that he was dying, he would have had him shot, for

the sake of appearances. Two others of the coiiiiiiissioners

died in the camp of cholera, and the remainder were

drafted into the army. The crown of laurel could not

be got ready in time for this presentation, as several

designs were made for it, the objection made to them
being that the crown * would be worth nothing,' thoucrh

between all the leaves were flowers made of diamonds.

The crown was to be placed on a cushion, in a gold box

which measured eighteen inches long, and fourteen broad.

It was suggested that, to make a more valuable present,

nothing could be done but to cast a sphere of solid gold,

encrusted with brilliants. Lopez, however, afterwards

found a more certain way of possessing himself of all that

was valuable in the country. He seised all the jewels of

the women in the following manner :

—

It may be premissed that all the Paraguayan females,

from the highest to the lowest, were possessed of a large

quantity of jewellery. Among the better classes were to be

found quantities of beautiful pearls and brilliants, jewel-

lery, during the time- of the Spaniards, having been the

particular article of luxury imported, and constituting

almost solely the presents made by Paraguayans to their

lady-loves.

A patriotic movement was commenced at the x)roper

instigation among the ladies, some of whom formed them-

selves into a committee in Asuncion, and invited the other

ladies to join them in offering their jewellery to Lopez, to

contribute towards the expenses of the war. As in duty

bound committees were started in all the towns and villages
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throughout the coantry, declaring their adhesion to the

idea. When the offer was made in due form to Lopez,

he published an answer, in the form of a decree, thanking

them for their patriotism. n7i<l saying that the coaatrj did

not require that sacrifice, but that he would accept one-

twentieth part, from which to have a coin Btruck, com-

memorative of their offer. Shortly afterwards all the

jewellery was collected, and the judges of peace called

upon everyone, even those who had not volunteered to

give it, to deliver up at once the whole of their jewellery.

This was done> and it was never again seen, heard of, or

enquired after. A design was ma^e for the coin, and four

were struck from a doubloon which was melted down.

Another patriotic demonstration was ordered to be

made by the women—viz., to beg permission to take up
arms and fight by the side of their brethren* The offer

was made to the Vlce-Preaident at Asuncion, and was
declined for the present. Some twenty girls, however,

belonging to the village of Aregua, got lances and white

dresses with tricolour bands, and a sort of Scotch cap,

designed by Mrs, Lynch, and they used to go about

Asuncion singing patriotic hymns.

A large hospital was established on the road, halfnray

between Paso Pucu and Humaita, and sometimes two

thousand sick were in it. Every division had its own
hospital as well, in which were only placed men who
could stand to their arms in case of need. There were

absolutely no drugs, and the doctors had to do their best

with the herbs of the country. A separate hospital for

distinguished field-officers was erected at Paso Pucu,

close to Dr. Stewart's house, consistnig of a dozen

small huts. In May 1867, the cholera broke out, ap>

pearing first at Paso Gomez. It soon spread through the

whole army, and made many victims. Two large cholera

hospitals were established. Colonel Pereira, chief of the
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cavaliy, iind Colonel Francisco Gonzalez, of Battalion

No. 6, died of it, with many other officers and men.

Generals Kesquin and Bruguez, and Dr. Skinner, were

ill with it at the same time, but recovered, as did also

many men. Benigno, Lopez' brother, was taken ill of

fright, and Lopez himself was laid up for some days in

fear of it, thinking he was very ill. From the moment it

appeared, the whole camp had orders to fumigate with

laurel leaves and grass, and headquarters were in such a

continual state of smoke, that it was almost impossible

' to live there. Lopez felt his utter impotence to contend

personally with such a terrible scourge, and he became

almost mad, chartrinfv his doctors with an intention fco

jx>ison him, in which charge he was seconded by the

Bishop. He let out of prison Padre Maiz (whom he had

imprisoned at the time of his election), and published in

the Semanarto a long article signed by Maiz, comparing

Ijopez to the Saviour, and full of Scripture texts, quoted

in support of that \'iew. The Semaiiario, for some time,

compared him to the Almighty, and July, the month of

his birth, was called ^tbe month of Christian Lopez.'

When he recovered again he contented himself with being

called * the unconquered Marshal.*

The doctors were prohibited from telling the name of

the disease which was making such havoc (the average of

daily deaths for a long time was fifty), and the soldiers

christened it * Chain.^

The cholera spread through tiie whole country, and

laid low many thousands of people.

As soon as Lopez knew that Osorio had given up the

idea of crossing the Parana at Encarnacion, and was

marching towards Paso la Patria, he recalled Major

Kunez from that place, wHh two battalions of infantry,

a regiment of cavalry, and six guns—ptill leaving a

garrison of observation. Auijez wass promoted to be
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lieutenant-colonel, and was sent as second in command
to General Barrios,

A large reserve waa &nned and encamped round the

edge of the Paso Fucu 'estero^' consisting of seren bat-

talions of infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and thirty

fieldpieces, chiefly rifled. The Paraguayan lines were

much exposed to attack from their great length, and the

gmaii number of men to defend them, and this reserve wa&

placed in a central position, ready to be thrown on any

point in danger.

I was commissioned to present a project for a railway

from Cui ii] )ayty, round by Paso Pucu, to Sauce, with a

branch to the left. I took the levels, and made a section

which gave no very large quantity of earthworks^ but

when it was going to be put into execution, it was found

that there was not a sufficient quantity of rails*

A Brazilian expedition had been for two years march-

ing into Matto-Grosso to retake it from the Paraoruavans,

but had contented itseli' with entering the towns of the

interior which had been evacuated by order of Lopez,

the Paraguayans holding only the river. The Indians of

the province were also armed with rifles, but, instead of

fighting with them, used them to shoot their game. In

May 1807, however, this column, nuuiljering 5,(H)0 men,

under Colonel Camisao, began to march t,owards Paraguay,

bearing that there were no forces left in the north. On
getting news of this, Lopez despatched the 2l8t Regiment

of cavalry and two companies of the 12th Battalion of

infantry, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Mon-
tiel and Major Medina, by steamer to Concepcion, where

they united with some 200 cavalry who were there, and

marched north, meeting with Camisao already on the

south side of the Bio A pa. There was no engagement,

but the Parao^uavans surrounded them on their march,

cutting o£t all supplies, and taking what little cattle
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they had. The cholera broke out at the same time

feailully among Camisao's men, who were living on

green oranges and Leads of palm-trees ; Camisao and the

greater part of his men became victims to disease and want,

and the Paraguayans fell upon the remainder, taking their

baggage, and killing most of ihem. A very few escaped

back to Matto-Grosso to tell the tale. Camisao's men
were armed with Jacob's shells to their rifles. The Para-

guayans immediately returned to Paso Pueu, a distance

of over three hundred miles. The whole affidr took .

only a month. It was kept a secret by Lopez, except

to a few around him, but with what object does not

appear. .

Another force, on July 13, 1867, landed at Cornmbd

from two steamers, proceeding from Cuyabd, captured it,

and re-embarking the same day, returned to Cuyab&,

taking some Bnudlians with ihem. The Paraguayans

lost 100 men, and Lieutenant-Colonel Cabral, the com-

mander, was killed. The two stenmers were followed up

the river, and overtaken by Captain A unez, in the ' Salto,'

who sank one of the Bra^lian steamers, the ^Jaurd,'

being himself dangerously wounded, and almost the whole

of his crew hars de eamhat, from the fire of the Brazilian

rifles.

Lopez' version of tliis affair was, that Cabral had sold

the place to the Brazilians, and had, on the day they as-

saulted it, sent all the sound men into the woods, and

remoTcd the guns from the trenches ; that when the sick

men in hospital saw the Brazilians coming, they all stood

to their arms, but were overpowered at first, ultimately

driving the enemy away. Lopez further stated that the

Brazilians had cbopped up Cabral and his priest into

small pieces, and had eaten them, in payment for their

treachery.

In March, 1867, an attempt at mediation was made by
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the Hon. Mr. C. A. Washburn, the American minister,

but this will be the subject ot a future chapter.

The bombardments all round were a source of pleasure

to eTexybody. The Allies liked the noise, and thought

they were doing inunense execution. The Paraguayan

boidiurs liked them, as they got a mugful of Indian

corn for every shell or heap of splinters they collected.*

Lopez liked them, as he got large supplies of different

kinds of shot and shell, and qnantitieB of iron, which was

sent to Asuncion and cast into shot, &c. The small

splinters were made into canister-shot.

The Paraguayan cavalry was very badly mounted;

their miserable animals were continually dying off, and
being replaced by wild horses, which the men had to tame.

Notwithstanding this, the enemy's infantrycould not stand

a charge of the Paraguayan cavalry, nor could the Para-

guayan infantry compete with the Allies' cavalry, which

was well mounted. The Paraguayans had all their horses

saddled every morning, and when it was evident that the

enemy intended no movement that day, they led their

animals outside the lines to feed, and the men collected

them some fodder for the night. *

In the Paraguay ail urniy not even officers were allowed

alone in the vanguard, lest they bliuuld desert. Men
w ere also selected from different corps to act as spies.

They were'chosen for their knowledge of the ground, and
their good behaviour. They were never allowed to go
alone, but always two or three together. They were

treated with special indulgence, receiving extra rations of

yerba, corn, ike, to keep them in good temper. They
were quickly promoted, and had to do no work but their

spying. Lopez often himself despatched spies into the

eneni} 's camp. He did not, however, get much good

from tlicm, as Avheu they reported anything not

* Ibcy Bometimes took uhxHL from their own g^uns and got the reward for it.
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agreeable to him to hear. He used to be angry, and they

soon learned always to tell a tale which would please

him.

The camp-women had a row of huts built for tliem at

every division, and at Paso Pucu there were two large

villages of them* They had sergeants named from among
themselTes, who were responsible for them. The women
were allowed to <ro all over the camp, except during the

time of cholera, when they were obliged to keep to their

own divisions. At first they were uut allowed to be in

the soldiers' quarters after tatoo, but towards the end of

the war that order was abolished. They assisted at the

hospitals, and washed their friends' clothes. They could

not leave the camp without a passport signed by General

Resquin. They were allowed no rations, and lived upon

what beef the soldiers gave them.

The Paraguayan camp was kept particularly clean.

All animals which died were buried, and the barracks

were kept well swept out.

The blockade had made many necessary articles very

scarce, and these were, as far as possible, replaced by
native manufactures* The snpply of cotton goods for

soldiers' clothing had long since been consumed, and
the women had to revive weaving, which just before

the war had been almost given up, on account of the

cheapness of English cotton goods. The Paraguayan

cotton is considered some of the best in the world, as re-

gards strength and colour, and large quantities had been

sown before the war, by order of Lopez, who intended to

make it one of the exports of Paraguay. It was spun

and woven by hand by the women, producing a very

good strong broadcloth for soldiers* shirts and drawers.

Woolwas woven in the same manner into * ponchos,'sta]ned

with different colours; and the fibre of the'caraguatd,' or

wild pineapple, as well as that of the coco-palm, was

Digitized by Google



SCABCIIY OF PAFEB S07

woven into sliirts and drawers. The women did ail the

sowing and plantings &c.

Paper had become yery scarce. A great quantity

was used in Paraguay, as there was always a docu-

ment executed to show for everything which was done.

Three new weekly papers were started, besides the

Semanario—yvL, the Centimla^ in Spanish, with an article

or two in Guarani ; and Ihe Lambare and the Cabiehui^

both entirely in Guarani. The last-named was meant
for a re])resentative of Piinehy but the jokes in it were

very wretched, and sometimes scandalous. The Cabichui

and the Centinela were illustrated with woodcuts made
by two or three soldiers, from their own drawings, and

were cat with a penknife.

Mr. Treuenfeldt, of the telegraph, established a

paper manufactory, making some of cotton and some

of ^ caraguatd,' turning out very respectable paper. All

the Government archives were overhauled, and the

flyleaves torn off and used for writing* Everything was
written on as small a piece of paper as possible. There
was a printing-press with the army, where the Cabichui

was printed. The articles for the iSemanario were read

to Lopez, and when approved were sent to town by
telegraph ; those which were written in town being sent

by telegraph for his approval, the amount of corre-

spondence that went through the wires being thus some-

thing marvellous. Pieces of cowhide were scraped

and brought to a white surface, and bound up in books

for writing journals, &C. Parchment was made from

sheepskins, and after some trials was made equal to

European parchment. This was used for the oommis-

bions of the officers.

Ink was made from a V\u<\ of black bean, by ex-

tracting the colouring-matter with ashes. Soap was

made by every division for its own consumption, by

Digitized



208 THE WAR IN TAEAGUAY.

boiling toflrethcr for a time, varying from four to eight

days, accnrding to the quality of the ashes, fat meat

and wood-ashes. Three men used to be constantly

employed in the woods burning these ashes, having to

select a particular tree called * YbuwU/ to make strong

ashes.

Salt was made formerly on a large scale at Lambar^,

from the river-mud, but the women were too much occu-

pied with other things to have time to make enough;

consequently only the hospitals were supplied, and that

insufficiently. The troops certainly had a fortnightly

ration, but it was quite nominal, not being sufficient to

salt one meaL ISume months afterwards the men dis-

covered, in the Chaco, a tree with very thick leaves, from

which they extracted, by boiling, a substance resembling

salt, but in taste like salt chalk. This, however, they

ate, being in great want of it.

Hides were stretched tiprht on large square frames, and

scraped with steel tools till they were tolerably thin, after

which they were thoroughly rubbed all over with the

blunt point of a stick, till they at lastbecame of the con-

sistency of a very thick wash-leather. These were then

cut iif) and made into trousers, &c. ; but if rain fell

upon them, they got so stiff that the wciu'cr absolutely

could not bend his legs. They had, therefore, to be given

up.

The carpets from the baU-rooms of the club, the rail-

way terminus, &c., in Asuncion, were cut up into 'ponchos'

for the soldiers, and were su stiff that they stood out like

advertbing boards. As the winters in Paraguay are

extremely cold when the south wind blows, the men
suiFered much from want of clothing.

Gunpowder was made, the sulphur being obtained

from iron-pyrites, of which there is an abundance in

Paraguay, and the saltpetre being mauuiactured irom
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urine and decomposed animal substances. The powder,

however, was not strong.

Percufigion-caps were made £rst of paper, but as these

did not answer^ a machiiie was made at the Arsenal, which

stamped them out of copper in the proper manner.

All the guns, &c. &c., made in Paraguay during the

war, were the work of English engineers, who had never

been in that branch of the trade at all. They had to

design and make their own machines for rifling, Sec.,

and showed great skiU in the manner in which they

carried out these works.

Every division had its tannery, where hides were

tanned for making Gfun-tackle, saddkry, &c. Even wine

w as made* on a small scale, from the juice of oranges,

but it was not a success, being intolerably sweet.

In order to impress his menwitha proper hatred of

the Allies, Lopez invented diflTerent stories against tiiem.

One was that they had poisoned tlie water of the Bellaco

at the Angle, and the men were not allowed to drink it

for months. But the queerest affair was a story that

the Allies had sent over a balloon, filled with some

horrible poison, which was to kill the whole of the Para^

guayan army. This balloon was said to have been found

in the outposts at Sauce, and a priest and a captain of

artillery (Amarilia), who were said to have examined it,

were really put into quarantine for a fortnight.

An officer on guard at Paso Yai was shot for being re-

ported to have received a present of thirty doubloons from

the enemy. Three officers at Curupayty were shot for

some irregularity in distributing the rations of beef

among their soldiers.

All prisoners taken, and deserters who came from

the enemy, were stripped of any good clothing and
valuables at the advanced posts : their arms were then

tied behind them, and they were brought up to head-

P
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quarters to General Kesquin, who examined them.

They were alBO examined by one or two peMons sent by
Lopez for the purpose ; and when they gave the Alfies

more men than Lopez thought proper they should have,

they Avere beaten till they put them down at a yerv low

figure. They were then sent to prison^ and, after a

longer or shorter time, niost of them died of illtreatment

or starvation. When Lopec wanted news from the allied

camp, he nsed to send some of his spies to kidnap a

sentry, in which they were very successful.

The first ascent made by the balloon in the Allies'

camp caused a sensation. That day the balloon was for

a thne hid behind a cloudy and the Bishop, who tras

watching it, was surprised that they had the power to

make it invisible at will. With a telescope, the ropes it

was retained by were quite visible, and the nien holdintr

them. Having an accurate plan of the ground, and

seeing what spot the balloon was OTer, I was enabled to

measure its diameter, and the heights of its ascents, for

the edification of Lopez. At first he rather suspected

the balloon was going to bombard the camp, and his

manner was troubled.
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CHAPTER XV.

THE MAKCH TO TUYTJCUK— illE IRONCLADS PASS IHE BAT-
TERY OF CUKDPAYTY.

At lenorth, In July 1867, things looked as if the

Allies really meant to finish the war. The hope« how-
ever, was quite illusive.

In the beginning -of Jul^, 5,000 men were marched
from Paso la Patria along the dde of the Parang, to a
distance of two leagues, where they encamped. In the

middle of July, Osorio arrived with his arnrv, anrl took

command of the vanguard, and on the 22nd the army
began to march—30,500 strong, 13,ooo being left to

garrison Tuyuti, which was strongly fortified. Porto

Alegre was left in command here, and Caxias marched wiidi

the army a, long way round along the coast of the Parand,

crossing the Bellaco at Paso Frete, and marching thence

towards Tayucu6, which he entered on the 2dth, on

which day his cavalry had a skirmish with the Paragnajan

vanguard, under Majors Medina and Bolon^ in which

both parties lost a few men.

On the 27th, while the allied army was on the march,

Mitre arrived and resumed the command-in-chief. A
telegraph was laid downunderground bj the Allies ns they

marched, on the same system as that used in the late Prus-

sian and Austrian war,the wire being insulated with caout-

chouc, and pressed into a furrow cut by a small plough.

Having arrived at Tuyucuc, some of the forces

advanced to within range of the guns at Espinillo, which

had been prepared for them ; but being bombarded^ they

P 2
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retired and encamped out of raii<z;e, ])lacing their van-

guard at the Puesto Guayaivi, 2,400 yards from

EBpinillo. They then set to work to entrench themselYes

and to erect batteries, bringing some Whitworth guns,

wbieh tbey mounted in their new position.

In expectation of the inoxe of the Allies, Lopez had

had a new line of telegraph made from Ilumaita, through

the ' carrizal,' to Villa Pilar, so that when the Allies cut

the line on the highroad, his communications were not

interrupted ; but he always had the line repaired, to make
the AUies believe it was his only one.

The Allies soon es^tablished a guard at San Solano, a

Government ' estancia,' and only a league from the iugh-

load leading from Humaitd to Asuncion ; and they sent

out reconnoitring parties of cayalry all over the country,

capturing cattle, &c. The river, however, was still open

to Lopez' steamers.

The Alii 08 at Tuyucue received their supplies by

means of sumpter mules and carts, of which a convoy

was despatohed every other day from Tuyutl, going

along the road at the edge of the Bellaco, in sight of the

Paraguayan guards. On August 11, Lopez sent a

few cavalrymen to pounce upon the convoy, which they

did, killing most of the cartmen, and taking some carts

into the Paraguayan lines. The escort of the convoy

hardly entered into the spirit of the affair, so that there

was little fighting on the occasion.

Lopez, as soon as the Allies marched to Tuyucue and

threatened his communications, sent and had the Chaco

explored, and a road made from Timbo, three leagues

above Humaita, to Monte Lindo, two leagues above the

mouth of the Tebicuary. Timb6 was the nearest place

to Humaitd where a landing could be effected, all the

remainder of the bank of the river being * can izaL' This

road through the Chaco was tolerably straight, aud was
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fifty-four miles long. It did not follow the course of the

River Paraguay, but went inland. The greater part of

the road went through deep mud, and five deep streams

had to be crossed, besides the Biver Bermejo. Almost

the whole way the road lay between woods, which, loi^,

narrow, and tortnous, are scattered over the whole of the

Chaco. The land is perfectly flat, and is intersected by
numerous * esteros.' Posts were immediately established

along the whole length of the road.

On August 15, being the day of Oiir Lady of Asun-

cion, Admiral Ignacio hoisted the flagjs of the Triple

Alliance, and with ten ironclads , steamed past the battery

of Curupayty at 7.30 a.m. He previously issued the

following order of the day: 'Brazilians! the protecting

saints of this day are Our Lady of Victory, Our Lady
of Glory, and Our Lady of Asuncion. With victory

and glory, therefore, we will go to Asuncion/

The yessels received considerable damage in the

passage. The commander of the * Tamandai 6/ while

passing the battery, opened one of the portholes to tire,

but a shot inunediately entered, wounding himself, and

killing and wounding fourteen of the crew. Her en^ne
was also damaged and stopped, so that she had to be

towed by the ' Silvado ' and ' Herbal.' A small wooden

despatoh-boat was taken up behind one of the ironclads.

The passage of Curupayty by the fleet had the effect ot

making the Paraguayans see l^at they could do nothing

against ironclads witli their small artillery. Lopez gave

out to the army that he had allowed ihe fleet to pass

Cvii npayty, in order to starve it out, as it could get no

supplies where it lay—between Curupayty and Humaita

—and that it would soon have to repass Curupayty,

when he would sink it

The Allies made a road round llurough the Chaco, firom

Biacho Quid to the fleet between Curupayty and

r
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Hnniftitd, and laid down a timber tramwaj for commu-
nicating with and supplyinc^ their ships.

Five of the ironclads anchored in eight of the Church of

Humaiti, and bombarded it for moallis, as being ahnoat

the oiii7 object in Hiimait&which they could see, and three

of the yemls anchored in Tiew of Cnrupayty, bombard-

ing it tVom the rear. Between Curupayty and Iln-

inaiUi, the whole of the ground near the river is impas-

sable * carrizal,' there being a narrow path along the edge

of the river, irom which, however, it is imposfiible to get

inland, excepting either at Hnmaitd or at Curupayty.

At this latter place, the cliff of the river is S^OOO yards

long, and at the northern end of it, at the commencement

of the * carriaal,' a landing of troops might have taken

place. These might have been sent through the Chaco,

and landed there by the ironclads, with great advantage.

To prevent this, I constracted, in thewoods at that point, a
small fort, aruicil with tiiree 24-pounder guns, so mounted

that they could fire both in front and to the rear, at the

same time that they flanked the ditches of the fort This

fort was constructed, and the guns mounted, close to the

ironclads, without their suspecting anything*

i Humaitd was almost without a gun, and nearly all the

j
heavy guns were taken from Curupayty, and mounted

: there, so that the heet, by its wretched slowness, had

to pass the same guns again at Humaitd. The same

thing happened to them three times afterwards, so that

the artillery, which they should only have had to pass

once, was continually carried ahead of them, and they

hiid 1o run past it four times. Colonel Alen was now
1 gent to command Humaitd, Captain Gill being left in

^
charge at Curupayty.

The ' carrizal ' was in the hands of Lopes, from Cum*
payty to Lake Piris, and it was thought that if a few guns

could be mounted secretly somewhere below the wooden
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fleet, it might alter the course of the war, as the whole of

the supplies of the fleet would be cut ofF^ and it would

have to pass dovnx below all the batteries, and the iron-

clads would also have to repass Curupayty. I was there-

fore sent with General Bruguez to see if a road could

possibly be found by which heavj, or eyen light guns

could be taken there. It was, however, utterly im-

possible without making extensiTc wor]ks> for which we
bad neither the means nor the time.

As soon as the Allies began to entrench themselves at

Tuyucu^, Lopez had an enormous earthwork begun to

protect his house firom that quarter. The nearest

gun on that side was 7,000 yards ofi^, and afterwards

the Brazilians amused themselves with Bring at the

earthwork with Wliitworth's 32-pounders, which went

sometimes far over it. This earthwork was 90 feet long,

36 feet wide at the base, and 18 feet high. A roof was

constructed on the !top of it, under which were placed the

telescopes.

Still, considering that he was not safe (a piece of shell

once fell on the roof of his house), he had a casemate

made, in which he would dine and live when any firing

was going on—one shot in any quarter being sufficient to

make him get out of bed and go there. This casemate

was formed of immense logs of iron-wood, 9 feet long,

stuck in the ground side l)y side, in two rows 9 feet

apart, and covered over with larger logs of the same

timber. The whole was covered over with 9 feet of

eairtii, and had on each side of it 18 feet of earth. It

had a brick floor and hammock rings, from which Lopez

used to have his hammock slung. When Paso Pucu was

evacuated, tins casemate was completely obliterated, the

timber being taken to Humakd, and the earth carried

away. This was aU done in one night, not a trace of the

casemate remaming.
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CHAPTER XVL

TSOPOBAZS OV PBACB—XSDIilTIOirB OF MK. VAflflBUBK HTB

The Hon. Mr. Washburn, minigter of the United States

in Paraguay, as has been formerly stated, left Asuncion

in the beginning of 1865^ on leave oi absence. On No-
y«nber 1 of the same year he arrived in Baenoe Ayres on
his return, and after seyeral useless voyages to President

Mitre's headquarters, to obtain permission to pass the

blockade and return to his i>ost, which permission was not

granted him^ he went up the river in a steamer of war,

being stopped by Admiral Tamandar^ ; but he declared

his intention of continuing his journey* whidi he did

under protest from Tamandare ; and on Noyember 4,

1866, he landed at Curuzu, and with a flag of truce,

accompanied by some Brazilian officers, presented himself

at the Paraguayan outpost of Curupayty. Having ob-

tained leave from Lopez* and flags of truce having been

hoisted by both belligerent parties* he landed with his

family and luggage, and went to Asuncion.

On January 1, 1867, General Asboth, U.S. Minister

in Buenos Ayres, by order ot his Government, offered

the mediation of the United States in the Paraguayan

war. deceiving no answer* on the 26th he again wrote*

enclosing a copy of his first letter* and then received an
answer to the effect that the Government ofBuenos Ayres

was much obliged to him, and tiiat, when it was thought

fit* his mediation would be accepted.
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March of the same year, Mr. Washburn offered his

mediation to Lopez, which the latter accepted, and Mr,

Washburn came down to Lopez' camp. On the 11th,

having ascertained Lopez' ideas on the subject, he went

over to see Caxias, then Commaiideivm-Chief of the

allied army. He went in an American carriage of

Lopes*, accompanied by several officers, and drawn by
the horse-tail escort, as far as the Allies' advanced guards,

where he was met by Colonel Fonseca, Chief of the Staffs

and proceeded with him on horseback.

Mr. Washburn remained three days in the allied camp,

and then returned, not having been able to do anything^
in the interests of peace, as Gaxias told him lhat no /

negotiations would be entered into which had not for
[

their base the separation of Lopez from the Government \

of Paraguay. This Lopez would not hear of, though it

was hinted there would be a golden gate for him to go

through.

Mr. Washburn was a staunch supporter of Lopez up to

the time when the latter began his wholesale atrocities,

which was not till the middle of 1868 ; but from the time

Mr. Washburn's mediation £Buled, Lopez disliked him and
annoyed him. Afterwards many calumnies were got up
against Mr. Washburn, both by the Allies and by Lopez,

charging hnn with receiving bribes from both sides. There

was, however, nothing to bribe him for^ even had he

wished to be bribed.

In the middle of August, 1867> Mr. Grould, secretary

of the British Legation in the \River Plate, was sent by
Her Britannic Majesty's Government to Paraguay, to try

and get the British subjects away. He was not armed

with proper credentials, and had no authority to make any

threats, but merely to request Lopez to allow them to leave.

He visited the allied camps at Tuyucu6 and at Tuyuti,

to get permission to pass through their lines into Iiopez*

1
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camp. On his arrival l^ere (Augnst 18), Lopez had him
placed in a little room in the middle of a long hut, the

partitions being only made of rushes, through which any

one from the two niljoining rooms coukl easily hvnv and see

what went ou in hi& room. The Englishmen in the camp
were, however, allowed freely to visit him, and they mitde

him thoroughly acquainted with the poiition of all the Eng-
lish residents in Paraguay. Lopez did not give Mr. Gould

a direct denial, but the end of the affair was that he only

allowed some three or four widows and their children to

leave with him. Mr. Gould was, however, allowed no

means of communicating with any of the British subjects

employed elsewhere than in the camp. Finding his misrion

was likely to have no results, he (probably at the request

of Lopez) framed some conditions of peace, which he be-

lieved would be acceptable to the Allies. The^e condi-

tions were formally accepted by Lopez, through CaminoB»

his Secretary of Foreign Affairs^ and on that understand-

ing Mr. Oould proceeded with Ihem to tlie allied camp*

The following were the bases proposed :

—

1st. A secret and previous understanding will assure to

the Allied Powers the acceptance by the Government of

Paraguay of the proposab they are anelined to make.

2nd. The independence and integrity of the Kepublic

of Paraguay will be formally recognised by the Allied

Powers.

3rd. All questions relating to territories and limits in

dispute before the present war, will be reserved for future

consideration^ or submitted to the arbitration of neutral

Powers.

4th. The allied forces wdll retire from the territory

i of the Republic of Paraguay, and the Paraguayan

i troops will evacuate the positions held by them in the

Iterritory of Braail^ so soon as the conclusion of peace is

Wured.
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5th, No indemnily for the expeBses of the war. will be

demanded.

6th. Prisoners of war will^ on one side and the other,

be immediatelj placed at Kberty.

7th. The forces of Paraguay will be didbanded, with

the exception of the number necessary for the mainte-

nance of order in the interior of the Republic.

8th. His Excellency the Marshal President, at the con-

clusion of peace, or the preliminaries thereof, will retire

to Europe, leaving the Goyerament in the hands of his

Excellency the Vice-President, who, according to the

Constitution ofAe Bepublio, remains in change in similar

caseB.

Great credit is due to Mr. Gould, both for his patient

attempts to obtain the liberty of the English, and for the

arrangement of these conditions of peace, which were so

highly favourable to Paraguay, and were accepted by

both sides. Lopez was to leave with flying colours,

makiiTg peace himself, and thus that great obstacle, his

pride, was overcome, as it was scarcely interfered with.

On September 11, Mr. Gt>uld took the proposals to the

allied camp, where they were favourably received, and

referred to the respective Governments, and Colonel Fon-

seca (chief of the Brazilian istaff) was immediately des- /

patched in a special steamer to Kio, to receive the
.

approbation of the Emperor, '

Mr. Gould returned after two days, and after informing

Lopez of the state of the negotiations, received a letter

from Secretary Caminos, saying that he had previously/ de-
,

clared that the eighth article could not be even discussed :

by him, and containing the Ibllowing paragraph, which,
j

dictated by Lopez himself, shows him in a very ridiculous \

light

!

' For the rest I can assure you that the Bepublic of ]

Paraguay will not stain its honour and glory by ever
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consentmg that its President and defender^ who has con-

tributed 80 much military glory to it, and who has fought

for its existence, should descend from his post, and still

less that he should suffer expatriation from the scene of

.his heroism and sacrifi( es^ as these are the best guarantee

for my country that Marshal Lopez will follow the lot

which God has in store for the Paraguayan nation/

The real reason why Lopez, at this juncture, refused the

terms which he had |)roviously accepted was, that while

Mr. Gould was in the allied camp offering them, he re-

• ceived news of a new revolution in the Argentine Con-

federation^ which he expected would force the Allies to

make peace with him on any terms,

Mr. Gould, of course, did not condescend to answer the

letter which contained such barefaced lies, and went away

in the English gunboat the same day. The captain of the

gunboat was made Knight of the Order of Merit by

Lopez. Mr, Gould was not treated by Lopez with the

respect due to an agent of Her Majesty's GoTemment^
and was only receive*! l>y him at night.

The horrible selfishness displayed by Lopez on this

*vf occasion is perhaps without a parallel. The Allies were

disposed to grant such termsfor Paraguay as might have

I been dictated to them by a conqueror, on the one condi-

tion that he should leave the country, and that with every

I
honour. But he preferred to sacrifice the last man, wo-

*^-ffian, and child of a brave, devoted, and suffering people^

simply to keep himself for a little while longer in power.

The sacrifices and heroism he speaks of in his letter are

all false, as he never once exposed his person, and he had

every commodity and luxury which he could wish for.
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CHAPTER XVIL

THE ALLIES ATTEMPT TO BESIEGE liaMAITA.

LKSCRIPTION OF THE COUNTRY ABOUT HUMAITA— IliK TIGnT FOB

THE CONVOY—UATTLE8 OF ISLA TAYI, TATAY!bX, OBELLA, AND
aUARDIA TATi—SAOSIKa AND SUBNING OF THE ALLIED CAMP AT

TirruTt.

HumaitA,* like Curupayty, is situated on a level elift',

about thirty feet above the river, on a sharp horseshoe

bend of the Btream, to which it presents a concave surface,

thus giving the power of concentratiiig the fire of all

the batteries on any point in the bend. The cliff is 2^500

yards long, being bounded by a ^ carrizal ' at each end, and
the village is surrounded by a trench resting at both

ends on the river, at the commencement of the two
* carrizals.' This trench is 14,800 yards long, including

the redans^ which are placed about every 250 yards, and

encloses a space of flat pasture-land about 4,000 yards

long, and 2,000 yards wide. Going up the river from

Humaitd, there is no possible coiunumication with the

land before reaching Pilar, on account of the * carrizal,'

with the exception of a cliff called Tay i, fifteen miles

above Humaitd, where there is a road leading to the

inland highroads. This Tayi f became an important

strategic point. The * carrizal ' between Humaita and

Tayi is more or less in the shape of a diamond, with

* Humaita. Bu (iiasai)^ black; ma, now ; itd, stone : the stone is now
black.

t Tayi. Greeuheart tree.
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pcrpeiiJicLilars respectively seven and four miles long,

and is called the Potrero Obella. It is totally im-

passable in most parta, but there are one or two tracks

by which it can be traversed. On the land side it is com-
pletely shut off by an impenetrable jungle-wood, having

only one opening, by which; cattle were introduced in

large quantities by Lopez, and were taken out, as re-

quiredy at the Humaita end. When the river is low,

there is a path along the edge of it firom Tayi to

Humaitd> but the Arroyo Hondo has to be crossed in

canoes.

Outside the trench of Hum ait a , the ground for some

lea*;ues is full of morasses, with thin pieces of dry land

between them, more especially near San Solano and

Tuyncu^y bnt most of the ground near the trench is

passable.

In front of Humaitd, on the other side of the river, the

land is quite impracticable (though it was passed by Para-

guayans) as far as Timb6, which, when the river is high,

is completely under water; and thence as far as some

three leagues below the mouth of the Tebicuary^ no

landing can be effected^ it being all * carrizaL' Almost

the whole length of the River Paraguay, the very bank is

higher than the ' earrizal,' making it practicable to cut a

road along the edge of the river, but which could not

communicate with the interior*

^ But to proceed with the account of the war* The
supplies for the allied army at Tuyucu^ were des-

patched every two days, under an escort of infantry,

cavalry, and artillery, from Tuyuti; these went along the

road in front of the Paraguayan camp, but on the other

side of ihe Bellaco* At the same time the sutlers' carts

went without convoy by another road, behind the palm

forest, and out of view of the l^iragua} iiiib. Lopez used,

however, always to have small parties roving about, and

Digitized by Google



A CAVALRY SEIBMISU 223

these would fall upon any isolated company and seize their

property. They once made a very useful seizure of a

cartload of paper, whichj howeTer, the]^ could not bring in

the daytime into the Paraguayan camp. They therefore hid

all the paper in a wood, taking the cart away to some

distance, and every night for a week they went and

brought a few reams of the paper, through the enemy's

patrols.

liOpez determined to make a pretended attack upon

the convoy as it passed^ and to lay an ambush for the

enemy, who, he supposed, would follow his retreating

men. On September 24, therefore—having the night

before sent two battalions of infantry to hide themselves

behind some rising ground, about hal^aj between

Tuyucu^ and Tnyutl, and about a mile in front of the

Paraguayan trenches^he sent a regiment of cavalry to

pounce on the convoy as it passed. An inflated balloon

was that day taken with the convoy, and had Colonel

Kivarola, who commanded the Paraguayans, been a little

quicker, he would have obtained possession of it» A cart

or two and a few mules were taken, and after the regi-

ment had retreated across the ^ estero,' the enemy came up

in force, with five battalions of infantry and three regi-

ments of cavalry, and they made their artillery work
upon Bivarolfl* They crossed the ^estero,' when Rivarola

showed his two battalions of infantry, and they then

stopped, the infantry of both sides firing at each other

for some time. At last the Brazilian cavalry, which was

splendidly mounted, charged in column the Paraguayan

regiment, whose miserable haggard horses could hardly

move, aud which in line awaited the attack. The
Brazilians came on bravely till within 150 yards of the

Paraguayans, when the latter made their horses canter to

meet them, thus causing the Brazilians immediately to

turn tail in a most disgraceful manner, and gallop away.
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This was the only movement made on either side, and at

length the euemy retired^ leaving some 200 dead on the

field. The Paraguayans lost only about eighty killed

and wounded.

A party of Lopez' men one night went and brought

away, bodily, one of the enemy's watchtowers^ made of

four young trees. The guard at the tower were cut up.

The Paraguayan cavalry, under the command of

General (then Major) CaballerOy used every morning to

go out in the direction of San Solano, about halfway

from which they used to feed their horses, at a place

called Ilermosacue. On October 3, Majur Caballero,

with his whole force (about 1,000 men), went to recon*

noitre as far as Isla Tayi, when the enemy sent out some

skinmdien. to meet him. These were followed by a

regiment, which was routed by Caballero, as were three

more which came to support the first. Some of the

enemy's infantry now came up, and harassed Caballero

from behind the clumps of trees, making him retreat.

When the enemy's cavalry again b^on to advance,

Caballero charged them, remaining master of the field.

The Brazilians lost about 500 men, and the Paraguayans

about oOO, killed and wounded.

On the 21st of the same month, Caxias prepared an

ambush of 5,000 cavalry, all of which were, during the

night, hidden behind the difierent woods scattered over

the plain. In the morning, as usual, Caballero came out

of Humaitd with his cavalry, and followed up one regi-

ment, which was shown him for a bait, till he was more

than three miles from liumait^, at a place called Tatayiba,

when he was In an instant surrounded by the Brazilian

cavalry, of whom there were so many, that on the

small patches of ground between the ' esteros * they could

hardly operate at all. Caballero cut his way along till

under the guus of Humaita, when the enemy iett him.
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For the whole three miles he was completely surrounded,

and was fighting hand-to-hand the whole way. The
Paraguayan cayalry suffered most severely^ losing 400

dead, 138 prisoners (wounded), and some wounded who\
were able to ride in to Humait^. The Brazilians lost

some 150 killed and wounded, and some eis^ht officers. /

The wonder is that a single Paraguayan was allowed to V

return. Caballero^ who had been promoted to lieu- I

tenant'Ksolonel for the action at Isla Tayi, was now \

promoted to be colonel, and Lopez decreed a medal to

all cnf^aged at Tatayil)a.* This medal was struck, and /

presented at the end of the year.

On the same day a diversion was attempted by the

Argentines against the Paraguayan yanguard oppositethe

Angle* The Paraguayans retired, drawing llie enemy
within the range of their guns, £rom which the latter

suffered some losses.

Lopez had been assembling a large stock of cattle in

the Potrcro Obella, in anticipation of a siege. The opening

to the Potrero through the woods, which has been de*

scribed, was closed with a trench, and defended by some

200 Paraguayans. There was another road into the

Potrero, going from Tayi along the edge of the river, and

entering the Potrero at Laurel, where Lopez had a trench

made, and placed fourteen guns, with a garrisoii of 600

men, under Major Franco. This trench faced Tayu
On one of their reconnoitring expeditions, tiie enemy

became aware ol the trench defending the entrance to the

Potrero Obella, from the land side, and determined to

obtain possession of iU On October 28, General Mena
Barreto, with 5,000 men, was ordered to go and take it.

The trench was at the end of a narrow opening in the

wood, which the Brazilians had to go down before reaching

* Taia^bd, a tree, th« sawdust of which gives a brilliant yellow dye.
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it, and in which they were cxi>osed to enfilade-fire. The
Paraguayans fought well, keeping the enemy at bay

for a long time, but were overpowered at last* Accord-

ing to Caxias' official account, the BrazilianB lost 370

men, and the Paraguayans eighty killed and fifty-six

wounded.

After taking this trench, Mena Barreto proceeded to

Tayi to reconnoitre ; and on arriving at the side of the

river, he began firing widi bis artillery at two Para-

guayan steamers which were going down the stream.

These stopped and bombarded hhn, compelling him to

retreat. Lopez, hearing the enemy had been to Tayi,

became anxious about it, as, if the enemy placed a

battery there, his river-commumcation would be stopped.

He therefore sent me, on November 1, to Tayi, to choose

a position and mark out a trench, to prevent the enemy

from obtaining possession of the cliff of the river, which

was only about 400 yards long, and was terminated on

both sides by ^carrizal.' The same steamer brought

the 9th Battalion of infantry, some 400 strong, under

Gapt«n Rios, and three pieces of field artillery, the

two forces being under command of Major Villamayor,

a favourite aide-de-camp of Lopez, and a very brave

but stupid man. I was to give them their work to do,

and return immediately. We arrived there late in the

afternoon, and after reconnoitring, found the enemy close

by, behind the woods. Advanced guards were placed,

and a redoubt traced *.>ut, with the river for its rear.

Three steamers were placed, to flank with their guns the

front of the redoubt, and the work was b^un at sunset

on the 1st.

Seeing an old guardhouse at Tayi, with a strong

stockade all round it, I sent a canoe to Laurel (from

which place there was a telegraph line to Paso Pucu

with a despatch advising Lopez that the enemy was
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close by, and that the stockade could be made very

defensible by the morning, by thromng up earth against

it, &c., whereas the trench would, by the same time,

be still very backward. He preferred, howeyer, that the

trencii should be proceeded with.

Next morning Mena ixii reto attacked the Paraguayans,

who, on seeing hiiii approach, got below the cliff, and fired

over it ; but they were immediately overpowered, and

almost all were butchered by the Brazilians* Major
Villamayor was killed; Captain Bios, badly wounded,

effected his escape with a very few to Laurel.

The steamers continued to bombard the Brazilians,

who brought their artillery to the edge of the river, and

opened a terrible fire on them, at the same time that

the infantry poured in rifle-bullets, kiUing the greater

part of the crews. Two steamers were sunk—viz., the

* Olimpo ' and the * 25 de Mayo'—the other one, the

* Ypora,' escaping.

The Brazilians immediately entrenched themselves

strongly at Tayi, which they armed with fourteen guns,

and garrisoned with 6,000 men* At San Solano and its

vicmity, 10,000 men were kept ready to reinforce it, in

case Lopez should attack it. They further stretched chains

across the river, so as completely to cut off all hope for a

Paraguayan steamer to pass. One was plated with rail-

way iron for runmng past the battery, but ihe armour did

not answer, h&ag too heavy, and was taken off again.

These occurrences were kept a profound secret by
Lopez, most people in the Paraguayan army not knowing

them till some months afterwards, when they oozed out.

A few days after the capture of Tayi, a Brazilian major,

with three other ofiicers, went some distance on the road

towards Laurel, and were killed by the Paraguayans.

When the Allies marched to Tuyucue, Lopez sent

Lieutenant-Colonel ^uiiez to the principal pass of the

q2
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Tebicuary, where he had a battalion of recruits (the4oth),

and two squadrons of cavalry, also recruits. He made a

trench to defend the pass, and had six guns there. He
also had guards at the other passes higher up the Tebicuary.

Nunez had charge of remitting the cattle, supplies, and

correspondence through the new road in the Chaco, passing

them over the River Paraguay, about four miles above the

Tebicuary, at a point called Monte Lindo.

The cattle was taken over the river in various ways.

At Monte Lindo the river was 560 yards >vide, and the

current very rapid. One method was to construct a
* manga'

—

i, e., two strong fences springing from the edge

of the water, about four feet apart, and parallel for a

distance of about twenty yards, when they spread out

like a funnel. The cattle was driven into the wide end

of the funnel, and came out one by one into the water,

where some cows were attached to a canoe, which immedi-

ately made for the other side of the river, the animals from

the * manga ' following those attached to the canoe. Many
were drowned, however, by this method. Another was to

fasten four animals on each side of a canoe by their horns,

and then paddle across ;
they also tied the animals' legs

and horns together, and carried four across in a canoe.

But the best plan, and the one most used, was a large

pontoon towed by a steamer.

When the allied army had first approached Paso la

Patria, Lopez ordered all the inhabitants of the coast of

the Parand,* to go to the north of the Arroyo Hondo.

When he knew the Allies were going to march to Tuyucue,

he ordered all the inhabitants (i, e. men, women, and

children) to go beyond the Tebicuary, laying waste the

whole of the districts of Neembucu and Misiones. Most

* In Parafpiay, by far the greater part of the population lived in isolated

houses, scattered all over the country, and not in villages, being thus enabled

to maintain tl^cmselvea by the producjLoi' their ground.
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of the people thus driven out of their homes died of want

and hardship.

The country^ therefore, between the Allies and the

Tebicuary was perfectly deserted. All the poor furniture

and belongings of the people were lefib in the houses, as

they could only take with them what they could carry on

their heads. The cattle of that tract of country had also

been driven away, and only a few small herds were left

for the immediate consumption of the army.

The Allies sent Tarious reconnoitring expeditions into

ilm part ofthe country, and therewas some slight skirmish-

ing with the Paraguay ansj who were to be found every-

where in small numbers
;
they took j)ossession twice the

Pilar, and once the Brazilians arrived at the pass of the

Tebicuary, exchanging a few shots with Nunez. One of

these expeditions, under Major Ascona, went to San Juan,
capturing some cattle and taking a few prisoners ; but, re-

turning by the same road,was waylaid by the Paraguayans,

under Captain Rojas, who sprang from an ambush, and
retook the prisoners and cattle, besides capturing two
of the enemy's officers. One of these was a !Pan^

i^uayan, who had some time since deserted to the enemy.

Lopez was in great glee at having caught him ; he w as

brought (badly wounded) to Paso Pucu, where he was
nearly beaten to death, and then shot.

Ever since the Allies had marched part of their forces

to Tu3nicu6, Lopez had the idea of attacking Tuyuti^

and I was commissioned to make amap of the fortificationB

of that place. Having formerly made an accurate plau

of the whole oi tlie ground there, I was enabled to get

through my task with tolerable success. The greater part

of the fortifications of Tuyuti was visible from our watch-

towers, where I took up my theodolite to make obsenra-

tions. I also saw some of the deserters who came from

Tuyuti, and examined them upon the state of the defences.
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At length Lopez determined to attack it on No-
vember 3. All the arrangements were made on the 2nd.

General Barrios was to command the whole expedition,

which consisted of 8^000 men, divided into four brigades

of infantry, each consisting of four battalions, and two

brigades of cavalry, each <^ three regiments. Barrios was

to go with the infantry by the way of Yataity Cord ; the

brave Colonel Ximeuez leading the vanguard, and Colonel

Luis Gonzalez being Barrios' second. Colonel Caballero

was to take the cavalry farther to the enemy's right, by

the Paso Sat!. Lieutenant-Colonel Bivarola was bis

second. It was not intended to bold the place, as Lopez

had not men enough to garrison it. The intention was to

briug away some of the guna—especially one or more of

Whitworth'a 32-pounders, which Lopez and everyone

else envied extremely—and to cause the enemy to re-

concentrate himself towards that point, which was the

base of his operations.

Lopez had all the commanding-officers together over

the map, and gave them his directions. These were, that

they were to be all ready the night before, as near as

possible to the enemy's lines, and at the first breaking of

day, the infantry were to rush on the Argentine camp,

and the cavalry on the Brazilian redoubts at the right

;

that, clearing everything:" before them, they were to make

their way to Piris, sending the guns back to their own
camp as fast as they were taken, and were then to return

themselves. After giving these instructions, however, he^
gave them the order, that when they had entered the /

enemy's camp, they were to let the soldiers go about and i

see what they could pick up. When a General can give \

such an order, he deserves every reverse that may happen

to him. The result of this order was that, instead of being ^
* a brilliant victory, as it was at first, it turned out a

heavy loss for the Paraguayans, as well as for the Allies.
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The enemy, keeping his advanced guards bo near to his

linesy enabled the Paraguayans to get very near them at

night, and, even had they been awake and <xiven the alarm,

• the distance was so short, that the Paraguayans would

have been at their trenches before the garrison could

stand to them.

On November 3^ 1867, Lopez was up before daylight,

and watching for the attack. At break of day, the Para-

<ruayans marched on in double-quick step, silently, finding

the eneray asleep ; one of the advanced guards peppered

the Paraguayans after they had passed, but no notice was

taken of them, in order to make as little noise as possible.

Just as the Paraguayans reached the first line of trenches,

two guns were fired, and a few musketry shots also, but

the firing immediately ceased. The infantry swept all

before it, setting fire, as it went along, to everything,

burning the whole camp, and blowing up many powder-

magazines,, The second line of trenches was taken with

equal fadlity ; four battalions of Brazilians, who were

doing garrison duty there, were seized with such a
]
anic,

that they disbanded and fled to Itapiru, where they hoped

to save themselves in the water. In their fiight they

were acoompanied by all the sutlers and merchants of the

camp. Ferry-boat fares rose to such an extent that 100/.

was paid for a passage across the river, and 10/. to be ta^en

a little way from the shore.

Afier taking the second line of trenches, the Para-

guayans, who had now reached the 'Comercio,' where

all the shops and stores were, disbanded, as Lopez had

ordered, and betook themselves to sacking, pillaging, and

burning. Porto Alegre hifnsdf behaved bravely, but his

army did not. He assembled some troops to defend the

citadel, which was now easy, as the Paraguayans had all

disbanded, and from thence poured in fire upon them,

killing and wounding many. The wounded immediately '
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loaded themselves with booty, and returBed to the Para-

guayan camp. Some Brazilian cavalry, which waa en-

camped near the southern Bellaco, did not move till the

Paraguayans had disbanded, when it charged them. The *

Paraguayans sacked the whole of the {"iinij), as far as the

southern Bellaco, in the rear of the citadel, drinking and

eating handfuls of sugar, of which they were very fond.

At last the Brazilians and Argentines came out of the

citadel, and butcheredmany ofthe Paraguayans, who were

here, there, and everywhere—those who could do so making

off with their booty.

The Paraguayan cavalry behaved much better. They
arrived at the trenches of the redoubts almost without

being heard, turning the garrison out in their shirts.

They jumped off their horses, and sword-in-hand scaled

the trenches. The commander of one of these redoubts,

seeing the Paraguayans were determined on having it,

held up a white flag in token of surrender, when Cabal*

lero stopped his men, and ordered the enemy to lay dawn
their arms. This they hesitated to do, and he ordered his

men to cut them down. The rest new threw down their

arms, and Caballero stopped the camajxe. The pri.<oners,

all Brazilians, to the number of 249 men and 10 officers,

besides Major Cunha Mattos, and the Argentine Major

Aranda, together with some six women, were marched

off to the Paraguayan camp, under an escort of six Para-

guayan cavalry soldiers. The guns were immediately sent

forward, towards Paso Pucu. Two other redoubts were

stormed and taken by Bivarola and Montiel, the garri-

sons being put to the sword. The barracks were then

set on fire.

As soon as news came of what was going on at

Tuyuti, reinforcements -were despatched from Tuyucu^.

General Kornos, with the Correntino cavalry and two

Argentine regiments, the Paraguayan Legion, and
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General Yictorino with his own and another division of

Brazilian cavalry, galloped to Tuyuti and engaged the

Paraguayan cavalry, at the moment they had finished

' with the redoubts. The Paraguayan cayalrj fought

braveljy charging repeatedlj through the enemy. The
fighting at this point, hand-to-hand, lasted more than an

hour, after which they retired, all the fighting being over

by nine o'clock. The whole of the enemy's camp, from

the centre to the right, was a mass of fire and smoke,

occasionally relieved by the explosion of a powder-maga*

2ine. The Paraguayans, retreating from Tuyuti, were

collected at Yataity Cord, and reorganised, the wounded
going right on to Paso Pucu with their booty.

Three flags were taken—two very seedy Brazilian flags,

and a beautifully-embroidered Argentine one. Fourteen

guns of different calibres, from a 7*inoh howitzer to a
9-poimder rifled gun, were taken into the Paraguayan

camp. Among these there was a Krupp 12-pounder

rifled steel breechluaiicr, Avhicli was taken loaded, the

enemy not having had time to fire it. A Whitworth 32-

pounder had been sent from Tuyuti, but, being a heavy

gun, had sunk above the naves of the wheels into the mud
of the ' estero,' and not being able to get it out, the men
left it llicrc, Avithin ritic-tfhot from the enemy's trenches.

Lopez was much vexed when he heard that the gun had

been left there, and General Bruguez, who was with

him, begged to be allowed to go and fetch it. Lopez
told him to take two battalions from Barrios, and go fop

it. He also told him to shoot, on his way, two Para->

guayan.s w ho had been taken prisoners. Bruguez accord-

ingly went, and had the two Paraguayans shot through

their backs, as traitors ; and having with difl&culty got to-

gether two battalions of men, he started for the gun, tak-

ing twelve yoke of oxen, and lots of cordage with him.

When he arrived there, the Brazilians, who dreaded that
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gun being in the hands of the Paragnayaiu, were already

trying to take it back to their trench, with men and oxen.

On Bruguez approaching them, they retired, keeping up
a terrible cannonade and musketry. Bruguez, however,

tackled the gun, and brought it away from under their

trenches. He lost some men, including Major Mendoza,

of the Artillery. This gun was found to be loaded with

two cartridges and no shot, and the copper ventpiece was
burned iubide, and turned up, so that the cartridge

could not be pricked* The gun was brought away just

at dark.

The Allies lost about 1^700 men, killed, wounded, and

prisoners. Porto Alegre was slightly wounded, and had

two horses killed under him; Some carts with clothing,

some mules and horses, were taken. The whole camp of

the riglit was destroyed and burned.

The Paraguayans lost about 1,200, left on the field,

most of them killed ; and about as many wounded re-

turned, BO that of the 8,000 men who went, nearly a third

were put hor9 de combat The 40tli Battalion was again

cut up, its band completely destroyed, and only 100 men of

it came back sound ; tlie 20th Uattalion, which went into

action 460 strong, came out numbering only 76 ; and of

the 3rd Battalion, which was 400 strong, about 100 re-

turned. Besides the field-officer mentioned, three others

were left dead—viz., Lieutenant-Colonel Lescano, and

Majors Fernandez and lUillo. Colonels Gonzalez, Xi-

menez, and Rivarula, and Majors Duarte and Montiel,

were wounded, but returned,

Brigadier-General Barrios was promoted to be a gene-

ral of division; but as Lopez, altiiough a marshal, stiU

wore the uniform of a general of division. Barrios was

obliged to wear that of bricradier.

A diversion had been made by the Paraguayans, at

iheir extreme right,threatening to attack the Brazilian lefU

Digitized by Google



SPOILS OF THE ALLIED CAMP. 284

^Mien the enemy at Tuyiicu6 perceived what was

going on at Tuyuti, he sent out &ve battalions to threaten

Espinilio^ but they did not come within range.

The spoil brought from Tnyuti by the Paraguayanswas
immense, and consisted of articlesofeveryconceivable kind.

The only artichokes I ever saw in Paraguay were brought

from the allied camp that day. A mail had just arrived

from Buenos Ayres, and was taken to Lopez, who^ on

reading one of the letters^ said, ' Poor Mitre 1 1 am read-

ing his wife's letter/ and then stated what the letter was

about. A box was brought to Lopez, which had just

arrived for General Emilio Mitre, containinpr tea, cheese,

cotiee, and a pair of boots. New officers' uuiibrms were

brought from a tailor's. Parasols, dresses, crinolines,

shirts (Crimean shirts especially), doth, were brought in

large quantities, every man earn ing as much as he could.

A tripod telescope was brou^rht from one of the watcli-

towers, and gold watches, suvereigns, and dollars were

abundant. One man, who found a bag full of the cut

half and quarter dollars, threw it awaj as not sufficiently

valuable for him*

TheAUies again set to wcnrk to add to the fortifications

of Tuyuti. The Paraguayans rejoiced at the victory,

and Lopez decreed them a medal, which was struck at

Asuncion.

The prisoners who were brought from Tuyuti were

put into a prison made expressly for them, by a stock-

ade surrounding a piece of ground, which was partly

roofed in. The officers, who had given their parole, were

yet sent into this prison with the common men, and suf-

fered so much from hunger, dirt, and exposure, that one

of them (a captain) tried to escape, and got into the

woods, but was unable to cross the Paraguayan lines.

After three days, he was found sitting under a bush, and

was taken and shot. To inspire the remainder with a
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\i jiroper dread of attempting to escape, it was said that fifty

of them were marched out and shot. The greater part of

those who were now left died of want and illtreatment

;

a few however survived, and were taken to the Tebi-

cuary.

The two majors who were taken were sent to the Chief

of the Staff, iu whose house they occupied a room. Lopez

sent word to them that he did not wish to treat officers of

their distinction like common soldiers, in making them
answer interrogatories, and would be satisfied with their

eacli writing out everything they knew about the situation

of the Allies.

The whole line of trench from the Angle to Humaitd
had been well aimed with artillery ever since the Allies

had marched to Tuyucu^, but they never came within

range of it. The ' General Diaz ' was brought to Espi-

nillo. and bombarded the camp of Tuyucue once or twice,

but >vas soon liors de combat.

The Whitworth 32-pounder which, with its ammuni-
tion-waggon, had been brought from Tuyuti, very soon

had a new ventpiece put in, and was taken to Curupayty

one afternoon, and placed at the right of the battery,

whence the wooden fleet was visible, and out of range of

any artillery the Paraguayans ever had before. This

delightful gun, the long-coveted ^ Phew,' however, could

go a long way over the fleet, and made capital practice

that afternoon, sending the fleet about its business. The
' Jk'lmontCj' among others, received a shot which dis-

mounted her 150-pounder Whitworth, and killed the

whole garrison of the gun. In all, the wooden fleet

was struck thirty-four times 'diat afternoon, and

dropped down out of sight. The gun was then sent to

Espinillo, where it was daily fired at the allied camp
with some success. Hundreds of balls and shelis lired by

the enemy had been collected for this gun.
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The Krupp 12-pounder had no ammunition with it,

and this had to be made at ABimcion. The gunwas then

taken to different parts of the trench, for amusement, and

£red at the enemy.

At the Battle of Tuyuti, the Oriental army, wiiich

the day before numbered forty men and a general, was

reduced to a general and twenty men.
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CHAPTEli XVIIL
It

LOPEZ rnVOENTRATES HIS FORCES AT PASO PTTCTT, A^D ESTABLISHES

A CAMP ANB TIATTKRY AT TTMB(5—MITRE LEAVES THE COMMA27D

IK IH£ JBL/U^DS Of CAXLA3—^DEAIH Olf Ql^EKAL PLOBES.

After the Battle of Tuyuti^ Lopez, seeing that the

Allies continued in poBsession of Tayi^ and showed no -

intention of re-conoentrating themselves, deteimined to

withdraw his troops into a bmaller compass, and to fortify

Humaitd.

He therefore urged forward the work of a trench which

I had begun, and which, resting its right in the Laguna
Lopez, followed the crest of the height of Paso Pucu,

'

joining on to the old trench at Espinillo. Triangular

redoubts were made at the Angle, and at intervals along

the trench to Humaita, the trench itself serving for one

side^ They were made so as to flank, as far as possible,

the intervalfl of trench between them. The old trench

from Sauce to the Angle was leflb only with guards, and

the artillery (150 pieces) removed, the heavy guns being

all taken into Humaita, and a few light ones placed at the

Paso Pucu trench. Espinillo, and the rest of the line as

far as Humaita, was left crowded with artillery. Captain

Barrios was left with 100 men and one gun at Sauce*

Major J. Fernandez, with a regiment of cavalry, guarded

the old centre and left. General Bruguez, whose house

was now at Espinillo, commanded the whole of the new
line.
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In the beginning of December a trench was begun at

Timb6, in the Chaco^ hidden in a wood at the edge of the

river. It was first garrisoned with six battalions of in-

fantry and three regiments of cavalry, and was armed

witli thirty gim^, all fieldpieces. It was commandt d by
Colonel Caballero, who had charge of the communica-

tions through the Chaco«

All the camp-women were informed that those who
wished to go to Asuncion might do so through the

Chaco. For more than a year none had been allowed

either to come or go, and many now availed themselves

of the opportunity, having to walk the whole way, a dis-

tance of about 250 miles.

The General Hospital was removed to Hmnait^, where
the sick, being continually bombarded, suffered some
losses. Dr. Fox, one of the army surgeons, was wounded
in the 1^ by a shell, which burst in one of the wards.

From the point where the ironclads lay at anchor the

chain of Hnmaiti was visible. This consisted of three

chains side by side, of which the heaviest had 7|-incli

links, supported on a nuiiibcr of canoes, and on three

pontoons. The ironclads fired for three months at these

, pontoons and canoes, sinking them all, when, of course,

the chain went to the bottom, as the river there is about

700 yards wide, and the chain could not be drawn taut

without intermediate supports. The chain was thus buried

some two feet under tlie mud of the river, offering no ob-

stacle whatever to the navigation. Some attempts were

made to place £oats and raise the chain to them, but they

proved unsuocessful. From August to February the iron-

clads bombarded the church, displacing some bricks, and
cutting one or two beams in half.

About the beginning of October, M.^ Cochelet, the

French consul, was relieved by M. Cuverville. M.
Cochelet was in Lopez' black books, because he would
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not visit Mrs. Lynch. When he came from Asuncion, he

was placed with his family in a room at Humaiti^ exposed

to the continual bombardment of the Brazilians, remain-

ing there for Bome days till the French steamer came
for him.

At the beginning of December the Italian Government

sent a consul, who, after living for some days under fire

at IIumait4» was sent to Asuncion through the Chaco.

WhencTer a ball made a hole in Lopez' house at Hu<-

maitd, it was immediately repaired and whitewashed, so

as to leaye no trace, as it was not to be su])posed that his

I house could be hit by the eneiiiy. Two or three small

)guns, placed in the woods opposite the ironclads at

i Humaitd, molested the Brazilians whenever they showed

ithemselves on board.

On December 26 the ironclads steamed up wilhin

range of Humaitdj to reconnoitre^ and then returned to

their anchorage.

The steamers * Tacuan ' and ' Ygurei,' which had re-

mained between Humaitd and Tayi, did all the transport

work between Timb6 and Humaiti, landing and taking

in iheir cargoes opposite the churdb^ and out of sight of

the ironclads.

The *Acap-ver4' gun was by this time finished, and

brought down to Humait^, where it was placed in posi-

tion* The * Cristiano ' was also brought £rom Curupayty,

and mounted at Humaiti.

Small raids were made continually by Lopez' men where

they were lea.st expected. One day in December they
'

brought 800 bullocks from behind the enemy's line

of communication between Tuyucu^ and Tuyuti. On
another occasion they brought 1>800 head of cattle from

near Pedro Gonzalez, and another time carried off from

the i^iune place Captain Silva, a Paraguayan who had

deserted to the enemy some time before, and who wa^
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serving them as guide. He was thrown into prison, and

after answering many questions, was flogged to death.

One of the principal amusements, both in the Para-

guayan camp and in that of the Allies* was bombarding

each other with Whitworth's 32-pottnders« After it was
begun by the Paraguayans from Espinillo, the Brazilians

brought three of those guns to their lines at Tuyncu6,

and they used to fire both at our 32-pounder, to try and

dismount it^ and at Lopez' head(^uarters. When Lopez

had had his dinner, and retired in peace to his casemate,

he would order Espinillo to bombard* He always had

some officers with telescopes on the top of his earthwork,

who sent word to him of everything that went on—every

shot which was fired by the enemy, where it came from,

where it fell* and whether it burst or not; also every

shot from Espinillo^ where it was going to, and where it

fell and burst. In order to do this properly, the officer at

the gun at Espinillo had a number of black letters

painted on hide, these letters representing the diiferent

parts of the enemy's camp. Thus T stood for Tuyucue,

C for Caxias' headquarters. Sec. While the gun was

beiug pointed, the telescopes at Paso Pucuwere informed,

by the raising of a letter at Espinillo, where to look for

the shot, and they would be laid towards that spot, Lopez

being immediately informed. When the gun was fired,

the exact place where the shot fell was seen and reported

to him« One of the most fayourite marks was Osorio's

house. This had a small low earthwork in front; and

. when his roof had been repeatedly pierced, he had some

bales of hay piled upon the earthwork. These were,

however, repeatedly disarranged by tlie Paraguayan fire.

During one of these bombardments the Brazilians set

fire to a row ofhouses at Espinillo, burning the ammunition

of a whole battalion of infantry (240 rounds per man),and

setting fire to the watchtower which was close by. This
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happened just before dark, and the Allies saw the houses

burning. Next morning they were amazed at seeing (as

thej thought) the whole of the houses replaced exactly as

they had been before the fire^ which they considered as

another proof of the omnipotence of Lopez. The fact,

however, was that the houses which were burnt down were
exactly behiiul those seen by the Allies, which latter ^vere

not burnt at all. Most of the allied generals had their car-

riages with them, and Lopez was always informed, when
they went out, whether they went on horseback or in a*

carriage*

On January 11, 1868, the flags in the allied camp were

hoisted half-mast high, and every half-hour through the

day a blank cartridge was fired from a gun in the Argen-

tine camp» and was immediately answered by one in the

Brazilian camp. Lopez was in great excitement about

this, which was evidently a sign of mourning in the Ar-

gentine camp. That morning, too, all the Argentine

troops, in pai'ade dress, were marched out, apparently to

mass, and Lopez decided that it was Mitre who was dead.

To make sure, however, he sent and kidnapped two Ar-

gentine sentries that night, who were questioned, but had

heard nothing of Mitre's death. They were flogged tall

they said they knew he was dead. For some time all

prisoners and deserters were questioned and flogged till

they said Mitre was dead. Lopez wa< determined he

should be dead, and he published his death for some

months in his different newspapers. Woe to anyone who
should have hinted anything to the contrary ! It was, how-

ever, the Vice-President of the Argentine Republic, Don
Marcos Paz, who died on January 2, and Lopez knew it

after afew days. This was one ofhis inexplicable tantirums.

General Flores, who was in Monte Video, was shot in

his carriage, going along the streets, on February 20,

1868, some revolution being on hand.
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In consequence of the death of the Vice-President, i

President Mitre was obliged to retire from the seat of

war, and go to Buenos Ayres. He left on January 14,

and delegated the command-m-cliief to the Marquez de

CaxiaSy much to the sorrow of all the Argentines. Mitre

himself was probably glad to get away, as he could make
nothing of the Brazilians. When he proposed any move-

ment> Caxias said it was impossible, as, out of 43,000

Brazilians, 13,000 were in hospital. As soon as Mitre

left, however, it was found that only 2,500 were in hos^

pital, and the Marquis prepared to gain immortal fame by
doing something. What it was to be he could not ima-

gine, but with 50,000 sound men, which the allied army

now counted, it stood to reason that he must conquer

Lopez, who had only some 15,000. He therefore made
a military promenade fix>m Tuyncu6 to San Solano and /

back, with the greater part of the allied army, with the

view of impressing the Paraguayans with the number of

his forces.

The more their enemies, however, the more the Parar

guayans would laugh. They used to play all sorts of

pranks at night with the Brazilian guards, shootmg at

them with bows and arro\vs, and with ' iMxIoqiies.' This

is a ball of clay, balved in the sun, about an inch in

^ameter. It is shot from a bow with two strings, which

are kept two inches apart by a small stick inserted be-

tween them near each end of the strings. The ball

is placed on a piece of canvas fixed to the two strings,

and is shot by holdin^j the ball with the risrht thumb and

forefinger, like an arrow, only the strings have to be pulled

askew, else the ball would strike the bow. This weapon

is used by the boys in Paraguay to shoot parrots with.

The Brazilians had a battalion always on guard at

an entrenchment at Paso PoL* Colonel (then Major)

* P<rt, nurov : the narrow pass,

a 2
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Rivarola went one night with fifty naked cavalrymen,

sword-in-hand, crossed the - estero,' and fell on the rear

of the hattalion, cuttiiig up many. The battalion could

not use their firearms, as, in doing so, thej would have

fired on another Brazilian battalion which was coming

to their relief.

On another occasion, the Paraguayans kidnapped the

corporal of the guard oi an Argentine battalion, while he

was going his rounds. They took him from between two

sentnes who were eighty jmoes apart, the commander of

the battalion being at the moment going his rounds. It

was done so quickly and cj^uietiy, that lie waE gone before

they knew it.

The Argentines used every morning to reconnoitre

beyond their lines at Tuyucu^, in the direction of the

Angle. On February 17, Lopez had an ambush laid

for them, commanded by Captain Urbieta. The Ar-

gentines passed the ambush, when the Paraguayans fell

upon them, and killed and wounded eighty men and four

officers. Colonel Giribone, conamander of the Argentines,

Was killed, and his second wounded. Captain Urbieta

had his thigh broken by a rifie-bullet, and about thirty of

his men were killed and wounded.

Lopez had some idea both of attacking Tuyucue and

Tayi, but it was manliest that he could only lose, as both

places were strongly fortified, and had plenty of men.

With the yiew of mystifying the enemy, he had a re-

doubt made at Cierva, 3,500 yards to the north of Hu-
niaitn, and armed with nine fieldpieces; it was garrisoned

with about 500 men, under the command of Major Olabai^

rieta. The enemy naturally supposed this was an im*t

portant point, and an opening into the Fotrero Obella,

part of which they bad formerly taken, and at the south

end of which Lopez still kept his cattle. Such was not,

however, the case, as the position was of no uae to Lopez.
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In the beginning of Jb'ebruary, Lopez sent me to start

a battery in the Chaco at Timbn. He sent first six 8-inch

guns and eight d2-pounder8. These were all mounted
quickly on the bank of the riyer, there being no time to

make any parapets or powder-magazines before they were

called into play. The bank of the river here is low, and

liable to be flooded by the river ; the platforms were con-

sequently raised three feet above the ground* Captain

Ortiz was sent from Curupayty to command the battery*

General Porto Alegre left the army about this time,

and General Argollo was placed in command of Tuyuti.

Digitized by Go ^v,i'-



THE WAB IN PABAOUAT.

CHAPTER XIX.

TIXL IRONCLIDS PASS HUMAIXX— CAPTUKE OF CIERVA REDOUBT

—

EVACUATION AND BOMBARDMENT OF ASUNCION—ATTACK ON IRON-

CLADS BT CANOES— LOPEZ RETREATS TO THE OHACO—ATTACK OK
THE P&EAGUAYAK LINBB AT XSPmLLO AND BA170K—EVAOUATIOir

OF TEB SAKE BT THE PABAftUATAHft.

"When the ironclads had passed Curupayty, they did not

attempt to face Ilumaita, saying it would be impossible to

pass its batteries without the monitors which were ez^

pected from Brazil. At that time there only were three

8-iiich guns, and about twice as many 32-pounderB9 at

Humaita. Now there were eighteen 8-inch guns between

that place and Tiinbo, nine of which the ironclads had

passed at Curupayty, and there was a 130-pounder and a
150«])O!]Tider besides.

On Februarj 13, three monitors, which had been built

at Rio Janeiro, and had recently arrived at Cumzii, ran

])ast Curupayty at night, sufleriiig very little from the

few guns which were left there, and incorporated them-

selves with the ironclad squadron between Humaiti and

Cumpayty.
These Bio Janeiro-built monitors were vessels with

twin screws, and plated with 4-inch armour-plates on

the hull, which only stood about a foot out of the water.

Their one revolving turret was covered with 6-inch

plates, and armed with one Whitworth gun. The port-

hole for this gun was made circular, and barely larger

than the muzzle of the gun, which, when it was ran out.
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was flush with the face of the turret, almost filling the

porthole, so that there was al)solutoly no part of these

monitors exposed. The elevation and depression of the

igun was obtained by a double oarriage^ which raised or

lowered the trunnions of the gun at will^the muzzle

always being at the height of the porthole. So little of

the hull was visible that they were very difhcult to hit.

On February 18, 1868, at half-past three in the morn-

ing, the ironclad sc^uadron began to bombard furiously

;

so did the wooden squadron at CutuzCl, and one or two

gunboats went into the Laguna Piris, and bombarded
|

thence. Tuyucu6 bombarded EspiniUo as hard as it

could, and then sent several battalions to fire their rifles •

as fast as they could towards Espinillo. These were all

divermons to the passage of Hiimaita, though it is diffi*

cult to guess their object^ as the 8-inch guns could not Tery

welli at a mementos notice, have marched off to Espinillo.

The large ironclads 'Bahia,' * Barroso,*and * Tamandare,'

each with a monitor lashed to her port-side, steamed u\)

past the batteries of Humaita. The tliree monitors were the

'Alagoas/ the ^ Para/ and the 'mo Grande.' The ^Alagoasy

after passing the batteries, was cast loose by her consort,

and, hairing got into a Tcry rapid part of the current, was

carried down again some way, and had to steam back.

She was out of range of the guns ot liumaita by day-

light. The fire of Humaita was w ell sustained and true,

but the balls flew in pieces on the plates of the ironclads.

After passing Humait&, they went straight on, and ran

past the battery of Timbo, on to TayT.

The battery at Timbo being lower than that at Humaita,

the ironclads suffered almost more ironi it than from

Humaita. The ^ Alagoas,' ' Tamandar^,' and ' Para ' were

the most damaged, the first receiving 180 shots, and the

second 120. These damages consisted chiefly in the

plates being dented and bent, and the bolts started.
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The ' Tacuari' and the * Ygurei' had gone into tlie Ar-
royo Hondo, to <r('t out of the wvty of the ironchuls.

The garrison oi Laurel, which was exposed on the nver^

side, bid itself while the steamers possed, and then was
ordered to retire with its artilleryi across the river, to

Tiinb6, which was effected.

Had one or two ironclads remained between Timbo
and Humaita, this could nut have happened. Lopez

himself, too, would have been unable to get away, and
Humaita would have been really beseiged, which was the

object in making the ironclads pass its batteries.

Ever since Tayi had been in the hands of the Allies,

Lopez' communications with Asuncion had been ( irried

on by telegraph, as far as the Tebicuary, whence they

were taken on horseback to Timbo, where there was a
telegraph again to Humaitd. A tel^raph was begun
through the Chaco, but was not finished till March.

As soon as the ironclads had passed Humaita, Lopez

sent orders to the Vice-President at Asuncion, to order

the evacuation of the city by all the inhabitants,

within twenty-four hours, and to declare Asuncion *a

military position.' The Vice-President, of course, issued

the decree. People were allowed to take what they

could with them, which was in almobt all cases only what

they could carry themselves, and they were not to return

for anything without a passport from the ^ Judge of

Peace' of the district to which they removed. The seat

of government was removed to Luqui, a Tillage on the

railway, nine miles from Asuncion, inland. Thither the

greater part of the people flocked, many of them having

to live in the open air, and many families being crowded

I into the corridors outside the few houses of the village.

1 They suffered very much from this, as well as from want
lof food.

I All the population on the banks of the river was
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ordered to remove inland^ to be out of the way of the

ironclads.

As soon as Lopez knew that the ironclads were going

to attempt to pass Humaitd, he sent Mrs. Lynch to Asun-

cion, to take out into the country all valuables in his

house and in her own. This was done at midnight^ in

order that it should not be known.

The 'Bahia,'* Barroso,' and 'Hio Grande' steamed up to-*

wards Asuncion the same day they passed Humaita, with

orders to destroy everything they founds and to bombard
Asuncion. At Monte Lindo, dose to the river, there

were some sheds, in which was deposited everything which

had to be sent on throuj^h the Chaco to the army. There

were only a few men at Monte Lindo ; and when it was
known that the ironclads were coming, their officers gave

them leave to sack these sheds, that nothing might be left

for the Brazilians. They accordingly took everything

away into the woods, where they crammed themselves

with the treacle, salt, and Indian-corn meant for the hos-

pitals, leaving the rest there for a future feast* They
even took cases of shells, thinking they were something

edible. When the ironclads arrived here, they landedsome
men, and set fire to the sheds, which now onlv contained

some dried beef, full of worms. They then went on,

and presently came within sight of the ^ Pirabebe,' which

was towing a schooner up to Asuncion. She did not expect

these visitors, and was out of firewood, which was the only

fuel burned by the Paraguayan steamers since the com-
mencement of the blockade. She had to bum all her bul-

warks, and all her crew's chests, to get up steam with to

escape, and she had to sink her schooner, which the Bra-

zilians claim to have taken and sunk. She got up beyond

Asuncion in time. When the three ironclads hove in

sight of Asuncion, on Februaiy 22, they commenced
firing at it; but they did not go sufficiently close to
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do any damage to the arsenal^ which was in full work,

because, on their seeming inclined to go too near, the

'Criollo' threw three shots at them, which all missed;

but the ironclads had seen enough, and returned down the

river. They had thrown about sixty shells into Asuncion.

On their way down, they stopped again at Monte Lindo,

where not a soul was to be seen ; but they fired a few

rounds of grape into the woods, and then returned to

Tayi. On their way down, Nmu z laid an ambush of

two guns and a few infantry in the woods, doing them

some little damage.

The Allies had to transport overland to Tayi all sup-

plies and ammunition for their ironclads. They had to

pay 2L lOs, for the transjjort of a 150-pounder bhut, and

33/. for the carriage of a ton of coal.

On the same morning that the ironclads forced Hu-
maitd, Oaxias with 8,000 men attacked the redoubt at

Cierva. His declared object in doing this was to cut

off the garrison of Laurel, which shows that he had not

learnt much of the topography of the place, although

the Brazilians had held the ground in the vicinity for

some time. There was no possibility of getting from

Laurel to Cierva, withoutgoing round either by Humaitd
or by Tayi.

At daylight Caxias sent his first attack, headed by the

famous needle-guns. These did not do much execution,

as the Paraguayans were behind parapets, and poured

Into the Brazilian columns such a fire of grape and ca-

nister, atdose quarters, that the needle-gun men, the hope

of the Brazilian army, were thrown back, and completely

disbanded. Another column was immediately sent forward,

and that, as well as a third, and a fourth, had no better

luck than the first. While the fourth column was retreat^

ing, a Paraguayan in the redoubt was heard to call out

to his ofiicer, that the artillery Moununition was all finished^
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which encouraged the Brazilians to reorganise and return

to the attack. While they were doing this, Major Ola-

barrieta retreated with his men on board the * Tacuari ' and
' Ygurei/ which were close at hand, and had assisted with

their fire. Aflter exchanging shots for some time with

the Brazilians, the two steamers went down to Humaitd^

and discharged the troops there.

The Brazilians lost about 1,200 killed and wounded,

and the Paraguayans about 150 men, and their nine

guns. The defence was heroic, for the Brazilians

came right up to the counterscarp, and many fell into the

ditch.

After the third attack bad been repulsed, Lopez re-

ceived a telegram irom Olabarrieta, telling him of the

fact. On receiidng news of the fall of the redoubt, he

determined to retake it, and Olabarrieta had reinforce-

ments given him at Humait6 for that effect. The idea,

however, was given up before being put into execution.

On hearing that the ' Alagoas ' was left alone between

Timb6 and Humaitd., Lopez determined to send his two

steamers to take her. While they were preparing for it,

however, news arrived that she had passed Timb6.

Lopez now determined iinim diately to take measures

for retiring through the Chacu svith the main part of his

army, and with what artillery he could. The artillery
/

from all the trenches was therefore taken into Humaiti, /

leaving six fieldpieces at Gurupayty, one at Sauce, and
j

twelve from the Angle to Humaitd. One battalion
,

was left at Espinillo, with guards at the other points of
|

the trenches. The two steamers now did excellent service,
|

running between Timb6 and Humaitd, transporting men,

ardllery, &c. The first cargoes sent consisted of Lopez'

private commissariat stores. Then came the Whitworth

32-pounder, and the Krupp 12-pounder ; after these

eight 8-inch guns ; then everything, irom a sick man to

J*
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a fieldpiece, was transported to the Chaco as rapklly atf

possible. Great qiiautities of ammunition were sent to

the port at ITumaitd, for transport to the Chaco, and an

immense pile exploded on March 25, being a heavy loss to

LopeZ) as powder was gettiog scarce.

Being sent by Lopez to the Tebicuaiy, to examine

the position and report upon it, I found that a battery

might be quickly mounted at Alunte Lindo, in order

to keep the guns dismounted as short a time as possible,

but that at the very mouth of the Tebicuary, a battery

would be much more serviceable^ as it would close the

navigation of that river, at least to wooden vessels; it

would, liowever, take lonofcr to make.

I found that the ground north of the Tebicuary, for a

distance of ten leagues from the River Paraguay^ was

shut off from the east by ^ esteros' more than a league

wide, joining the Tebicuary to the great Laguna Ipoa»

which runs parallel with the Paraguay as far as the lati«>

tudc of Villeta. In these ten leagues of the Tebicuary

there were four passes, but the water was deep, and

boats would be needed to cross it. With little work,

however, a landing might be effected between the passes

in many places. As the roads there were very bad, and

there were no horses, reinforcements would not soon reach

any given point. There was no fear of being out Hanked

by an enemy, but the line to be defended was very long,

and therefore much exposed*

On receiving this report, Lopez determined to have

a battery mounted at once at Monte Lindo, and I

was sent again to mark it out, and have the platiurms

commenced.

The journey through the Chaco was very fatiguing.

There were several streams which had to be passed in

' pelotas,' the bridges not being yet finished. The poor

wretched horses could barely go at a walk, and the
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seventeen leagues took twenty-five hours to accomplish,

going the whole time ! A bout half an hour was lost at

each post while they looked for the new horses.

Lopez knew yery well^ that if he could get only one iron-

clad, and man it with his own men, it would be sufficient

to chase the whole of the Brazilian fleet out of the river ;

it was therefore his greatest ambition to take one or more,

and for some time he had had a body of picked men trained

to swimming and paddling in canoes^ with the iriew of

boarding them.

There were seven ironclads left between Cunipayty

and Humaita, two of these, the * Ilerbar and the * Cahral,'

doing duty aa vanguard, some distance above the others.

On the night of March 1^ these two were suddenly at-

tacked by the Paraguayans in canoes. There were
twenty-four canoes, each containing twelve men, armed
principally with sabres, and carrying hand-grenades and

. rockets to throw inside the ironclads. The canoes were

connected, two-and-two^ by a rope about twenty yards

long, so that one canoe paddling towards each side of a

vessel^ the rope would catch across her bows, and bring

the canoes alongside of her. The expedition was com-
manded by Captain Xenes, an aide-de-camp of Lopez.

Tlie night was very dark, and they were only seen just

as they were going alongside, when they jumped on board.

Sevexal canoes missed the ironclads, as the current was
very strong, and these were carried down, and taken by
the ships below. On perceiving what was coming, the

crews of the ironclads immediately sluit themselves up
inside, and began to fire canister from their tunets at the

Paraguayans on their decks. Two more ironclads came
up to the rescue, and poured in yoUeys of grape and
canister on to the men on the decks of the others, causinsr

terrible havoc. The Paraguayans had caught the com-

mander of the division of ironclads and some of his crew.
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before they were able to shut themselves in, and had

I killed them. They also did some damage with their

baud-grenades, and getting inside the ' Cabral ' just as

the other ironclads began to sweep their decks, only

failed to take possession of her*

The Paraguayans lost more than two hundred men,

above a hundred corpses being left on the decks of the

vessels ; the Brazilians lost about forty. Captain Xenes

I lost an eye, and many officers were killed. The Brazilians

I shot at Ihe Paraguayans in the water, while they were

^swimming ashore.

j

On the evening of March 2, Lopez, liuving left orders

with Generals l>arrio8, liesquin, and Bruguez, started

after dark from Paso Pucu for Humait4, where he re-

mained giving instructions to the commander till mid-

night, when he embarked, with Mrs. Lynch, in a boat,

and his suite in canoes, and rowed up to Timbo, where

he arrived at daybreak. The river was so high that the

boats went some distance inland ; the guns at Timbo
stood each on a little island formed by the platform, upon

which was the ammunition wrapped up in hides. An
ironclad was opposite Laurel, just in sight of the left

gun of the battery, but it noticed nothing.

On March 21, Caxias ordered an attack upon the

Paraguayan lines, at Sauce and Espinilio. The first-

named place was garrisoned with 100 men and one gim,

and was assailed by General Ar^oUo, who took it after

fighting for an hour, losmg 260 men ; the Paraguayans

lost 20 men and their gun, and the remainder retreated

to Paso Pucu.

General Osorio attacked Espinilio with his division,

but was thrown back, having arrived almost at the coun-

terscarp. The Argentines made a demonstration opposite

the Angle,

On the next day (the 22nd), the whole of the old lines.
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including Curupayty,were evacuated by the Paraguayans,

who took tlieir artillery with them to Humaita, whicli

was now the only point held bj them in that part of the .

country.

Two ironclads forced the battery of Timb6 the same

day, and placed themselyes between it and Humaitd, thus

making the communication between those two places ex-

tremely difficult, as the road between them by laud was

almost impassable. They found the * Ygurei ' in the

middle of the river, and sunk her, her crew escaping

through the Chaco. The ^ Tacuari ' was in the Biacho

Guaycuhi, landing her artillery, which she completed

under the fire of one of the ironclads, and was then suuk

by the Paraoruayans, The ironclads between Tlinboand

Humaita, lu ins^ cut off from all communication with tlie

rest of the allied forces, sent down their reports in corked

bottles, which were picked up by the squadron below

Humaitd, if not stopped at that place*

Generals Barrios, Kcsquin, and Bruguez crossed the

river at Humaitd, and had to go along the edge of it,

often in view of the ironclads, which then favoured them

with tiieir fire. They went straight on and joined Lopez,

Humaitd being now left alone with her commanders.
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CHAPTER XX.

THE MARCH THBOUGH THK CHACO — BATTERIES AT FORTIX—LOPEZ

E8TABLISH£S HULSSLF OK TKK I£BICUAii¥—J^YACVAXION Of ilATTO-

eiLOSSO,

Marshal, Lopez arrived at Timbo from Humaita at

daybreak on March 3, 1868, and immediately went ou
about two miles and a half, where he stayed for the whole

day, promoting many ot' the officers who were to remam
at Humaitd and at Timbo, and giving instructions to the

comniunders. Colonel Martinez, afavuurite aide-de-camp,

here received his colonelcy, and was sent to Humaitd as

second commander, the first being Colonel Alen, and the

third and fourth the naval captains Cabral and Gill, with

the rank of lieutenantrcolonels.

All the horses were left in Humaita, to be passed over

the river later on, and a troop of horses was collected for

Lopez' suite from the posthouses along the road. These

horses have nlready been described.

After dark the same evening, we started for Monte
Lindo, the road leading through the woods, and the greater

part of it through deep mud. Lopez went most of the

way upon horoeback, having his own horses, and his

carriages and carts with provisions were also drawn by

good animals. We had supper at Sanjita, the first post'

house, Lopez inviting many officers to sit down with him.

We then went on, and slept that night on the banks of

the Kiver BermejOj twelve miles from Timbo, where avc

arrived about one o'clock—those with the worst horsejj

arriving an hour or more afterwards. We had had to
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pass several deep lagoons, over some of which bridges

were begun, but not yet finished. Some of these bridges

were made by throwing (Quantities of brushTrood upon

beams laid in the water, and were intended, when

Bufficiently high, to be covered -mih sods. One of these

unfinished bridges especially afforded great atnuBement, for

the biutahwood served as a trap for the horses' feet, and

threw many of tliem, with their riders, into the water.

Lopez had his hammock slung in a house there, and we
wrapped ourselves up in our ^ ponohoB ' and slept soundly

till the morning, when most of us got nothing but ' mfite

a few, however, who were in the good graces of die medi-

cal department, mana<^ed to get some capital soup with

rice in it. We had then to cross the Bermejo, a tor-

tuous river with very red water, caused by the red

clay through which it flows. It is deep, and about 200

ya«b wide, with a Terjr rapid carrent Its b«dc8 ««
very low, and wooded. When it flows into the River

Paraguay, it may be distinguished for some miles down

by the colour of its water, which keeps to the right side

of the Paraguay. We crossed it by means of canoes,

swimming three horses on each side of a canoe, and then

rode slowly up a hiU through the woods, till we again

reached the general level of the Chaco. This ai)[ie;irs

to be ail perfectly level, except the valleys of the dif-.

ferent rivers. We now had to ride through a league of

wood, in mud three feet deep. One of the carriages stuck

here, and almost the whole suite had to pull with their

horses ta get it out. My poor jade also stuck, and I had

to get off and walk through the mud, driving it before

me, and had at last to use my sword to prick it on.

Soon even this was of no use, and I had to go on through'

the mud for another league to the next posthouse, where

I got another horse, and sent for my saddle. I then

found Lopez, with liii family, taking tiiu biesta under some

8
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trees. We got some roast beef, and my own horse, with

three of Lopez,* caught us up here, having, by his per-

mission, heen brought over in a steamer the day after we

left Humait^, so that I was now well mounted. In the

afternoon we went on and had dinner at the Posta Timbd,

the cooks, with their paraphernalia, having gone on ahead

and prepared it. We then went on and reached the

Puso Palenque,* wlu i-e we (»\'ei*t()()k a division of the

anny which was marching in the same direction. Tiie

bridge over this stream was not finished^ and Lopez had

a hut made for himself of boughs, while we slept on

the grass. The troops had to work all night to finish

the bridge, as Lopez could not cross the stream, and they

were in and out of the water all night, in the greatest

good-humour. As soon as the bridge could stand the

\ carriage^ Liopez got into it, and was dragged across by
men on foot, the horses swimming.

After two leagues' ride, we came to Paso Fuente,

where the first four 8-inch guns had arrived, and were

waiting to be passed over. Lopez stayed and cliatied

the men a little, telling them he wished to see how they

pulled, and he would wait while they took two of them
across. The men were greatly delighted, and pulled with

a will, taking the guns over in a very short time ; they

were very heavy, and very difficult to draw over those

elastic bridges.

We then went through some leagues ofbamboo forest,

after which we crossed the Paso Bamirex in canoes, and
had dinner there, feeding our horses with the leaves

of the ^ pindo/ a tall palm-tree without thorns. Horses

are very fond of its leaves, which contain as much nourish-

ment as com. After dinner we went on, those who

Tx)pez always had a name given to every placo which had none. This

gave great iaciJitMS fsa coaTeisiog aod giYiag instructions about ai^
place.
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could keeping up with Lopez, who began to gallop, till

we amved at Seibo, about four miles from Monte Lindo»

where Lopes stayed some time, looking for a plaee to

encamp, and th^ went on to Monte Lindo, which we
reached hj dark. Here most of us found a roof to

sleep under.

Next day three ironclads came up to reconnoitre, and

Lopez went back to Seibo ; the battery at Monte Lindo

waB commenced, but the men covered the work over with

boughs, and the Brazilians, suspecting nothing, went
away in a few hours.

Lopez now established his headquarters in a circular

islet of wood, at Seibo, the troops which had come from

Pasi) Pucn being all encamped round him, but in poa-

tions where they could not be seen from any side from a

distance.

There is some reason to believe that at this time Lopez
had an idea of marching through the Chaco to Bolivia,

and thence making his way to Europe. He sent none of

the troops over the Paraguay to defend the Tebicuary-; he

had hones brought across the riyer to Seibo, and five

cartloads of silver dollars were also brought to Seibo from

AsuiK ion. The heavy guns were mounted at Monte
Lindo, and he would not for some days hear of their being

moved to the Tebicuaiy.

While at Seibo, Lopez had his brother Benigno brought

down in irons from Asuncion, secretly, and put under a
guard. Jose Berges, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and

Satnmino Bedoya, the treasurer, were at Seibo, in the

black books, but not in prison.

After some days he resolved upon having the battery

removed to the mouth of the Tebicuary, and I was sent

to execute this order.

At the spot where the Tebicuary frills into the Para-

guay it is about 500 yards wide, and the Kiver Para-

sa
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goay there is exactly 330. They make together an angle

of about sizty de|in^eee, on the northern side of the Tebi-

cuui y, which is iiriii ground fur a distance of about 2,000

yards up the Paraguay, and about 200 up the Tebicuary,

forming an island called i^^ortin. Ou account of the

<carnzaby' this island is accessible only from one point

on the land side, where canoes were stationed to cross

the water.

Fortin, like Curu{»;iyty and Humaita, presents a con-

cave surface on a bend of the Paraguay, which, a thou-

sand yards below Fortin, makes a reverse curve, turning

towards the left. The ground all round, both on the

other side of the Tebicuary and of the Paraguay, is

'carrizal,' so that no land-batteries could haye been

placed by an enemy to annoy Fortin. When the river

is high, its bank at Fortin is about a yard above it,

though in extraordinary floods it would all be under

water.

When I first went there, the whole island was coyered

with a thick high grass in flower, called * aguararuguai,'

or fox-tail, from the bushiness of its flowers ; it was

over six feet high, and I had a wide margin of it left

next the river, to hide our work, should the ironclads

come up before the guns were mounted. After marking

out the work, I returned to Lopez, and gave him a sketch

of wliat 1 had dcteruiiiied on, and he sent me back to

carry out the works as quickly as possible, ordering that

that very night two 8-inch guns should be dismoimted at

Monte Lindo, and taken to the Tebicuary. I was to ask

Colonel Nunez at the Tebicuary for as many men as I

wanted. I could only get 200, about eighty of whom
were men, and the rest boys. All the timber for the plat-

forms had to be cut in the woods, some distance up the

Tibicuary, as there was none near; and the platform had

to be raised three feet, in case the river should rise high
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and flood them. By dint ofjudiciously relieving the men,

in three days I had four 8-inch guns mounted and in

tightiug condition. I had not shut my eyes the whole

time, and they felt like deal boards. It turned out that

^bere was no need for such hany, as the ironclads did not

make their appearance till the batteries were finished ; the

one at the mouth of the Tebiciiary mounting seven 8-iiich

• guns and two 32-|)rmiiders, and the other one, 2,000 yards

higher up the Paraguay, on the same island, two 8-inch

guns and three 32-pounder8. I also got two of my 32-

pounder rifled howitzers, and placed them in a separate

battery facing the Tebicuary, in case a landing should be

attempted there.

After the batteries were established, the workmen were
sent away again, and the 18th Battalion, 300 strong, sent

to garrison the island, which was placed under my com-
mand. Lieutenant Abalos, who was my second, being

always there, while I had frequently to go about the other

positions, to trace out works or to report upon them.

When the guns were all mounted, four ironclads came
up and anchored within sight of the battery, arriving

in the evening. They bombarded all night, doing no
damage however, and the next morning steamed up to

reconnoitre.

The battery at the mouth of the Tebicuary had to be

constructed so that its guns should fire on that river, as

well as on the Paraguay, for there were not sufficient

guns to have separate batteries. Owing to this, and

to the form of the ground, the battery was enfiladed

from doAvn the River Paraguay, but there were traverses

between the guns, to protect them. In the direction

straight down the Paraguay, therefore, only one gun (the

one at the point) could Are*

A monitor steamed up within a hundred yards of the

point, and engaged this one gun, firing nothing but canister
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at the garrison, wbich was quite exposed, as there was no
parapet ; we replied with solid shot, which had very little

effect on her. The pivot of this gun came out twice,

the whole slide -moving away, and the gun had to be

mored back with purchases. The other three steamed

about below, and a^ter an hour they went away again to

TayL
. ,

In a few days they came again, and anchored in sight

of the batteries, bombarding continually. I then began

to throw one or two shells at them every hour or so, for

our ammunition was scarce, and they soon retreated be*

Idnd the bend of the river* Here, however, they fared no
better, for our shells, by good luck, often fell on their

decks, and they went away altogether.

\ A telegraph was established to Ban Fernando, where

Lopez was, four miles from Fortin.

As stuff of any kind for cartridges was very scarce, we
had to tan the lining-mmbrane of the insides of the oxen

we killed. This formed a sort of leather, about the thick-

ness of brown paper, and made excellent cartridges.

Here, as at Curupayty, a mug of maize was given for a

ball or a poncho-ful of splinters of shells, which were sent

to Asuncion to the foundry.

Once a 68-pounder shell fecm the ironclads fell at the

mouth of a ])()wdor-magazine, and, instead of going past it,

stopped there and burst. The door was open, and the

cartridges were covered with the earth moveid by the ex-

plosion, but no harm was done.

Cattle were rather scarce at the Tebicuary, and all

tliose which lay down to die ol leanness were killed and

eaten.

- From whisperings I gathered that something extra^

ordinary was taking place at San Fernando, and that

many people were in irons there* I had a room at Lopez'

l^^quarters, and occasionally stayed there; but saw
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only two priests and two officers^ who were all day

coming and going to him, apparently with reports. For

about a fortnight before July 24 (his birthday), Lopez

eontmuallj told me that the ironclads would force the

batteries on that day^ which they really did. They ar-

rived on the 23rd in the evening, and on the 24th the

* Bahia,' with a monitor lashed to her port-side, and tlie

* Silvado,' steamed up at full speed. The river was deep

- across its whole width, but the channel was close to the bat-

tery* I gave them a few shots at long range, and then re-

.

servedmy fire so as to make sure ofone shot from each gun •

striking perpendicularly to the plates, having all the guns

trained to their front, for each one to fire as the steamer

passed it. The ironclads first appeared to be coming

along the channel, but when very near the guns, veered

as if to go on the Chaoo side, when I immediately in-

creased the elevation, upon which they came hack into

the channel, there heing just time to put all the guns at

point-blank for the spot to which they were coming. They
passed about eighteen yards from the guns, getting every

shot to the greatest advantage. Most of the balls split

into athousand pieces, but they did a great dealof damage,

and we picked up a piece of one of the plates of the
* Bahia,^ t^n inches long, which had sprung on shore from

the force of the blow.

While passing the batteries, three people put their

heads out of the turret of the * Bahia,' and one of them

waved a handkerchief and shouted out something. The
moment they had passed, I telegraphed to Lopez the

number which had passed, and proceeded to write another

despatch containing details, when I received a telegram

from him, saying, ' What signal did the first ironclad

make on passing the battery ?
' The telegraph clerk had

already informed him. I then wrote and told him all

about it, and that the men said it was the Paraguay aii
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Recalde^ who had formerly deserted from Lopez, Here^

upon he wrote me a terrible anathema againat traitors^

wondering that they had been allowed to pass in

silence, and to o|)en their polluted mouths to honest

patriots fighting for tlieir country. T wrote back that

they had been well abused by all, which wa^ a fact ; he

then wrote back that he was now * satisfied with my ex-

planation.' He absolntelj held me responsible for Re-
oalde putting his head out of the turret of the ironclad.

He, however, expressed himself contented with the damage

done to the vessels, one of which was laid up hammer-
ing all the day near Monte Lindo, The other two bom*
barded the Paraguayan steamers which weire in the

Riacho Becodo, where they always loaded and discharged.

They were not visible from the River Paraguay, and were

not damaged by the bombardment ; neither did the Bra-

zilians think of going in after them.

At Eortin, it being a great feast-day, we had a band of

mnsiC} and the men were dancing in the aflfcemoon, the

other ironclads below bombarding slowly, when the look-

out gave the word that the ironclads were returning.

They came down at full speed, with the current in their

favour, at such a rate that we had barely time to get

ready for them, when we gave them one shot each from

every gun, but at dose quarters and perpendicular to the

plates. They went right on, and about five miles down
had to put up fur three days to repair, before they could

get back to Tayi.

The ironclads repeatedly returned to bombard^ but did

not attempt to pass again.

Lopez' birthday this yearwas celebrated, as usual, with

great feasts, but they were more methodically arranged

than heretofore. All the women lived together in a

village built for them, and were under the superintendence

of the Chief of Police^ They had their own sergeants
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as well, and were formed into di^ isions. When any

commander of a diyision of the army wished to give a

ballt he had to get pemuBBion from Besquin, who would

order the Chief of Police to send bo many women. He
would then order Budi-and-ench sergeants to go with their

divisions, and present themselves for the ball, Resquin

would generally send a couple of * demijohns ' of spirits,

and allow an extra bullock to be killed for the feast.

As soon as the batteries at Fortin were establiBhed,

Lopez crossed the River Paraguay, and took np his

quarters at San Feniando, a house belonging to a

Government 'estancia,' about four miles from Fortin^ and

a mile from the Tebicuary Pass.

The whole of the country included between the Biver

Paraguay, the Tebicuary, Laguna Ypo^ and Angostura,

is perfectly' flat and wet, and is traversed by many
* esteros.' Along the llivers Paraguay and Tebicuary,

besides the ' carrizal,' stretches a band of wood from one

to three miles wide (also wet), along which the highroad

runs; but inside this the country is perfectly open,

without a tree or a hill, for many leagues. It looks like

the ocean. In one or two places a solitary palm serves

for a landmark. The whole of this larcre tract of land is

of course iminhabitable, as it is wet, but it is consider ed

very good for breeding cattle. There are fi few houses

along the highroad, on bits of ground a shade higher than

the country in general, but in a heavy rain even these ard

under water.

San Fernando is on a little spot of dry ground about

thirty yards square, and the army, numbering about

8,000, had to encamp in the mud all round. It was,

however, speedily drained, and huts were built quickly,

so that it soon became a village. Lopez had a large

house made for himself, with corridors all round. lie

brought down Mr. Charles Thompson &om the arsenal.
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and established workshops, with lathes^ &c., for repairing

guns, or anything required.

He eBtablished telegraphs to Recodo (the port of the

BteamerB)^ to Paso PortiUo (up the Teblouary), to Fortia,

and to the Tebicuary Pass. The telegraph from Monte
Lindo to Timbo was in full work, and the despatches had

to be passed over the Paraguay in canoes, between

Kecodo and Monte Lindo.

I

A pretty little octagonal church was built near Lopez*

house, as he had taken a fit of church-gofng, and went

\\ every day without fail, staying some four hours. All

r\khis time he appears to have been committing the most

lorrible and Avholesale mmders, under pretext of a con-

spiracy being on foot. It was afterwards said that the

Donspiiators were to have been joined by tiie enemy^ both

nrith his army and ironclads, on July 24, which acooonts

for Lopez' despatches to me on that date.

I j This matter I shall again refer to, but will notice two

I ythings more concerning it now. My room at Lopez'

I

headquarters was next to that of General Bruguez, and

he and I were yery good friends. One evening, arriving

from Fortin, I went into his room to see him, and found

that all his things were gone, and other things in their

place. There was a boy in the room, and I askfjd him

for General Bruguez ; he did not know. I then asked

him if he had moved.— Yes.' * Where ? '

—

* I don't know.'

I Ihen imagined that something must be wrong with him,

and asked no further questions ; I had asked too many
already. Next day I dined witli Lopez; Barrios, Bru-

guez, and the Bishop used always to dine with him, but

Bruguez was not there. Lopez' little boy asked where

] he was, and they all told him, with smiles, * He is gone.'

V i He was, I have since learned, bayoneted to death.

' A few days after this Barrios was placed under arrest

in his house, upon which he attempted to commit suicide

«
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by cutting his throaty but did not Bucceed* AU duB was

kept very secret.

While these things were going on, the Vice-President

was sent for, and was under a cloud, though Lopez saw

him several timeB. He was allowed to return. Lopez'

mother came down to see hmij probably to beg for the

liyeB of her two sons, who were both in irons, and of her

two daughters, who were in prison. She had been for-

merly to Paso Pucu, after the Battle of May 24, 1866, it

was whisj^red, to beg her son to give up the war against

Bueh overwhelming Fowersj and to retire to Europe.

She had, however, no mfluence over him.

Mr. Washburn, the American minister, also visited

him at San Fernando, but he was not well received.

M. Cuverville, the French consul, however^ was much
fluted during his visit to San Fernando.

The vanguard at the Tebicuary was under the orders

of Lieutenant^Colonel Bolon, and was stationed at the

* estancia ' Yacarc,* about four miles to the south of the

Tebicuary Pass, and there were parties of Paraguayan

cavalry continually scouring the country, as far as

Pilar.

On June 8^ the enemy for the first time sent a recon-

noitring force, consisting of 3,000 men, towards the

Tebicuary. They were to ascertain the position of Lopez

and his army. They reached the Yacare, a narrow but

deep stream, which falls into the Tebicuary, and com-

menced crossing it. When one regiment had crossed.

Major Bojas, with 200 cavalry, fell upon it, and cut it up,

killing many, and taking many arms. The rest imme-

diately returned to Tuyucu^.

A force of 400 men was at Paso Portillo, to defend the

same, and a guard at Paso Becalde, still further up the

Tebicuary.

* Yacare, Guaruni fur alligator.
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Lopez organised his steamers for an attack upon the

ironclads, should any one or two <(ive a favourable o[)[X)r-

tuuitj. The steamers were always kept^ when not run-

ning, in the Biacho Reoodo, and their masts and yards

were coyered with green boughs, in order that they might

not be easily distinguished from the surroondinL' woodft.

They were all siippli(jd ^\itli grappling-irons, and with

rockets to send into the enemy's portholes.

Matto-Grosso was completely evacuated, and the

steamers and troops there were brought down to the

Tebicuary, a squadron of cavalry being left near the

Bio Apa. Four hundred cavalry, 100 infantry, and four

guns, which had been left at Encamacion, were brought,

with the exception of one squadron of cavalry, which was
left as a guard, and which afterwards seized and sunk a
sailing^vesBel in the Faran&, belonging to the Brazilians.

At the Tebicuary, Lopez formed the Cuerpo de Boga-
bantes, or * Corps of Paddlers,' which consisted of picked

men, trained to paddle canoes, with the idea of boarding .

the ironclads.

/
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CHAPTER XXL

THE SIEGE OF HUMAIxi*

HUMAITX in vest ED— OPPOSITION BY THE PARAGUATANS IK THE
CHACO—ATTACK OK THE IBONCLADS AT TAYI—ATTACK ON HIT-

MAITX—BATTLE OP ACAYTTASA—EVACUATION OF HTJMAITX—HARD
PIGHTING m THE CHACO—SURRENDEK OP THE REMATNDEB 01? THE
BX-OABKISOII OP HUMAITX—JBVACUATIOXJ OP THE CHACO.

As toooii as Paso Pucu was evacuated, the Allies took

possession, and their transport fleet now came up to

Curupaytyj where their supplies were landed, instead of

having to be brought round from Itapird. Thej closed

in their lines all loundy the Brazilians occnpying from

Cierva to Espinillo, and the Argentines thence to Paso

Pucu. Every available gun, even 68-pounders, were

brought and mounted against Ilumaitd, and the place

was bombarded. Some damage was done, though

nothing which could have anj effect on the holding out

of the place.

Humaita was garrisoned with 3,000 men, and mounted

nearly 200 guns (of which six were 8-inch), including

the batteries on the river.

It had large stores of maize and starch, besides quan-

tities of spirits, wines^ preseryes, &c, which there had

not been time to remove. There were some live sheep

and cat tle, and a large stock of jerked beef. Some cattle

were passed over the river from the Chaco also, at night,

since the ironclads had placed themselves between Ximbo
and Humaiti.
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There was therefore still a road, though a difficult

one, open to the garrison of Humaita, by which they

could get their supplies^ and it was determined to cut off

this road.

Oeneral Rivas was therefore commisBioned to cms
from Riacho de Ore with 1,200 Argentines. He was

to be met by 2.500 Brazilians, who were to land below

Timbo, and force their way through the woods tiil they

incorporated themselves with him—thus making a line

across the peninsula in firont of Humait&, and completely

catting off its communication.

Rivas started on April 30, and had to cut his way all

through the woods; he was attacked, on May 2, by a

small body of Paraguayans, who crossed from Humaitd

for that purpose^ and whom he repulsed. On tibe same

day Caballero, from Timh6, attacked the Brazilians, who
were marching to join Rivas, causing them a loss of 300

men, killed and wounded. On the 3rd the two corps

amalgamated under Rivas, and commenced a redoubt on

the banks of the River Paraguay, at a place called

Andai This redoubt was in front protected by an im-

passable 'estero,' and assailable only on the two flanks,

which rested on the River ParajG^iay. While this was

being commenced, the Argentine Legion (Voluntaries),

being sent forward to reconnoitre, came upon a Paraguayan

guard, which took to flight, and led the Voluntaries into

an ambush of 200 Paraguayans, who fell upon them on

their flank and rear, and completely cut them up. The
commander alone returned to General Rivas to tell the

tale, and the stragglers who came in afterwards were

draughted into other battalions, the officers being sent

under arrest to Buenos Ayres, for cowardice.

Next day the redoubt of Andai was attacked by Ca-

ballero, with four battalions of infantry and two dis-

mounted regiments of cavaliy, ou the flank next Timbo,
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which was guazded hj Brazilians. The Paragoayana

were repulsed, with a loss of 300 killed and wdtmded*

The Brazilians lost eighty men. After tliis liivas was

left in comparative peace for some time. A few mes-

Bengers managed to go between Humaita and Timb6j but

some of them were token with their despatches.

The lagoon which protected the £ront of the Andai
redoubt was found to communicate with the Kiacho de

Oro, and provisions were carried there in boats. This

lake was call Yberd, or ' the shining water.'

On April 11, the Allies had made a reconnaissance on

Humait^y discovering nothing, however^ of the weakness

of the'place, which consisted in 15,000 yards of trench,

garrisoned by less than 3,000 men. It might easily i^^ve

been taken in a night-attack.

They made great preparations tor an assault, construct-

ing gabions and sandlragSj fascines and scaling-ladders*

The idea of assaulting was, however, given up, as it was

supposed they must soon surrender. They frequently

sent letters to the commanders of Humaita, advising

them to surrender ; but they were not received, and there

were no signs of the place giving in«

Towards the end of June, Lopez became anxious

about Humaitd, and entertained several plans for re-

lieving it. Rivas, however, was so strongly posted, that

it seemed hopeless, and he determined to make another

dash for an ironclad, which would have settled the ques-

tion, could he have obtained possession of one.

There were only two ironclads above Timb6—the
* Barroso * and the * Rio Grande *—and ihey both lay !

under the guns of Tayi. Twenty-four canoes were sent
|

down into the River Bermcjo, where they took their crews I

of ten men each, carrying naval officers and engineers to
<

work the steamers, should they capture them. They were >

to go in two divisions : each one of twelve canoes was to
|
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attack one of the irondads, as nearly as possible at the

same time.

On ti uly 9, they started from the Bermejo in the even-

ing, and went down the fitream of the Paraguay, reaching

the ironclads, without being noticed^ in the middle of the

night. The division which was to board the 'Bio
Grande ' did so, but the one destined for the * Barroso

'

passed her, and left her free, i lie captain of the ' Rio
Grande ' was on deck with part of the crew, and he and

they were all killed by the Paraguayans, the remainder

of the crew having shut themselves up inside. Theguns of
Tayi now began to play upon the Paraguayans, and tiie

' Barroso' came up and fired canister, so that they were

nearly all killed, and the rest taken prisoners. Of the

other division of canoes, some arrived at Timbo, and some,

passing further down, were taken by the other ironclads.

Provisions had been getting scarce at Humaitd, and
it was evident to the commanders that they would have

to evacuate it before long. Colonel Alen, probably

afraid of what Lopez Avould do if he left the place without

rders, attempted to commit suicide with a revolver. He
was, however, only badly wounded, and the chiefcommand
levolved upon Colonel Martdnee. They had a redoubt

>ppo8ite Humaitd, vrith a few pieces of artillery; and
from seeing some canoes pass between the two places,

the ii'onclads reported to Caxias that the Paraguayans

mere evacuating Humait4. On receiving this news, on

July 15, Caxias prepared everything for attacking the

place next morning, in order to have the glory of taking

it by force of arms.

General Osoriu, ^vlth 12,000 men, led the attack on the

San Solano front, the Argentines being Ibruicd ready to

attack on another point. After daylight, Osorio gallantly

led on his troops, and with his cava/ry reached the abatis,

whidi was of no account, and began to pull it open* The

Digitized by Google



ATTACK ON COBA BEDOUBT FBUSTEATED. W
Paraguayan artillery, however, at close quarters, did such

execution with grape and canister that the Brazilians

took to their heels, completely routed. Osorio had sent

to Caxias to ask for reinforcements, but had been refused.

He had his horse killed under him, and three of his

aides^e-camp by hts side. No further attempt was made
to assault the trenches. The Brazilians lost 2,000 men,

hors de comhat, and the Paraguayans only 47.

With the view of harassing General Hivas—who was.

daily bombarded at Andai from Humait&, with great

effect—and of rendering his position untenable, the

Paraguayans advanced with redoubts from Timb6. The
one made nearest to Kivas wis on the only road from

Timbo to Andai, about halfway between the two, and

was called the Cord redoubt. It was garrisoned with one

battalion of infantry, and 200 swordsmen on foot. On
July 18, General Rivas ordered this to be attacked, and

sent Colonels Martinez de Hoz and Campos, with their

battalions and some Brazilians. The latter turned tail

quickly, but the Argentines reached the abatis, when they

were forced to retire, and the 200 swordsmen were then

sent upon them, and cut tliem up. The two colonels

were taken prisoners, and 400 Argentines put hors de

combat. The Paratiiiayans followed up the fugitives to

near Andai, when General Kivas charged them and drove

them back.

The colourHsergeant of one of the Argentine battalions

was killed, but saved his colours by throwing them into

the river, where they were picked up by an ironclad.

This was called the Battle of Acayuasd,* from the place

where the colonels were taken prisoners, and Lopez

granted a decoration to all who had been engaged in it,

consisting of a silver Maltese cross.

Provisions in Humaitd were now almost consumed,

* Aea, heads or bonglis; ^mm^, croaaing each other: crossed boughs.
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and it was necemry to evacuate it. They had thirty

canoes, and in these they passed all the wounded and the

women across into the Chaco, on the ni<rht of July 23.

Uu the 24th (Lopez* birthday) dancing and music was
carried on to deceive the enemy ; and that night the

garrison crossed over^ the bands of music remaining to

the last, and playing. The enemy suspected nothing, and
not till the nuddle of the next day did they reconnoitre and
take possession of Humaitd.

On the 2 1st) three ironclads had forced the batteries of

Humaita^ going up and joining the fleet above HumaitA.

These were the ' Cabial,' ' Silvado/ and ' Fianhy.' The
fleet had not perceived the Paraguayans crossing the river

at Ihnnaita, and the passage was effected without the

least disturbance.

Once in the Chaco, the Paraguayans carried their

canoes overland into the Laguna Yerd^ which they had

to cross in order to get to Timb6, as Kivas, with his army
and fortifications, occupied the road along the river.

General Caballem, with the Timbo forces, awaited the

garrison of Humaita on the other side of the lake, and

their rear was protected by the redoubt opposite Hu-
mait&y commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Vallovera.

From this redoubt, several marshes had to be crossed to

get to the Laguna Vera, the last iiairow strip of land

before the lake being called Isla Poi. The whole of the

ground was wooded, so that the combatants could rarely

see each other.

The commanders of Humaitd immediately commenced
sending the women and the wounded in canoes across the

lake to General Caballero, and they had to pass through

a terrible fire. As soon as the Allies saw what w as going

on^ they reinforced General liivas, increasing his division

to 10»000 men. They also sent sixty boats» some of

them with guns in them, into the Laguna Yerd, to cut
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off the Paraofuayans when they crossed. Their ironclads

were so stationed as to sweep the Isla Poi, and a force,

with artillery, was sent to the west side of the lake. All

these forces kept up a terrible firej both of artillery and

rifles : day and night, by regular reliefs^ eleven guns and

2,000 rifles played incessantly, from all quarters, on the

Parau^uayans. In one week, 10,000 shells were thrown

at them.

Notwithstanding the enemy's boats on the lake, the

Para^ayan canoes continued the passage at nighty a

hand-to-hand fight between the canoes and boats taking

place every time they passed. Many, of course, were

killed and wounded, and many canoes sunk by the

artillery, which played upon them till they reached the

double line of guardboats. As soon as the canoes had

passed the ordeal, and arrived at the other side of the lake,

the paddlers would give a yell of delight, and, having

landed their passengers, return through the same terrible

fire to fetch more.

On the 28th, the Brazilians attacked Martinez, but

were repulsed with loss ; he had a few 3-pOunder rifled

guns, but the ammunition was finished, and he had to

break up the muskets of those who were killed, and make

grape of the locks and fittings. There was one night a

confusion among the Brazilians, caused by a battahon re-

turning from some duty meeting another battalion. They
thought each other enenues, and fired for some time,

killing and wounding over a hundred men.

At length all the Paraguayan canoes were sunk and

taken, and the only road to Timbo was through General

Bivas' forts and army. 2,500 men had left Humaitd,

and of these, 1,200 had attempted to cross the Laguna
Yer&, and nearly 1,000 succeeded in doing so, many of

them wounded. Colonel Alen had been sent across

among the first on a stretcher, the other three commanders

r
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remaining to the last Every man, on leaving Humaitd,

had taken a small bag of parched com -svith hkn ; but this

w?!« soon finished, and they suffered very much from

huuger, and had to eat two or three horaeB which had
been brought from Humm'tl
On August 2, General Kiyas sent Colonel Martinez an

invitation to surrender. The flag of tnice, howeyer, was
received with bullets, but two days afterwards it returned

ii]>on the name mission. This time Martinez ap^reed to

au interview with liivas, which took place on the 5th, and
ended in the surrender of the remnant of the garrison of

Humait&f the officeis keeping thdr swords. Colonel

Martinez was so faint from want of food that he could

hardly speak, aud 200 of hb men bad lain down tu tlie

from hunger. Most of them had been four days without

food.

For surrendering, after this unexampled faidifuhiess to

Lopez, all were declared traitors hj him ; and Colonel

Martinez' wife, who had lived at headquarters with

Mrs. Lynch durinp^ the T^Il(»le war, was thrown into

prison, frequently beaten, and liually shot.

The starving men were supplied with food and taken

to Humaitd, Their number was 4 field-officers, 95 offi-

cers, and 1,200 rank and file, of which 300 were wounded
The Allies took 5 guns and 800 muskets at the same

time. At llumaita the trophies consisted of 144 iron

guns, of wlii( !i eight were 8-inch, and one a burst 150-

pounder; 36 brass guns, one of them being a 130-

pounder ; 600 muskets, and 400 bayonets.

The firing at Humaitd was distinctly heard at the Te-

bicuary, and at night the reflection of flaiihes from the

heavy guns was seen, and everyone knew that sometiiing

was taking place there.

[
When Lopez heard of the evacuation of HumaitA, he

[sent word to all the conunandersof divisions in the army,

\
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to tell the men that he had left Humaitd provisions to last

till October, but that the commanden had* not been very

careful of them, adding that, althougli he had been obliged

to order the evacuation, it would have no material

influence on his plans. He immediately ordered the eva-

cuation of Timbo, the heavy artillery to be sent on first.

When no hope remained of any more men crossing the

Laguna Yer^, CaballerOy with hk own men and with

those from Humaiti, marched to Monte Lindo, and joined

Lopez at the Tebicuary, bringing all the artillery and

ammunition with him ; and the Allies were left alone in

the vicinity of Humaita, where they rested for three

weeks^ having required thirteen months' siege to reduce

Humait&9 the weakest position of any the Paraguayans

had held.

r
Dig'itized by



•278 THE WAB IN PAHAGUAT.

CHAPTEB XXIL

LOPSZ ABAimOirS THB TBBICUABT, AITD POBUFIBI mmiW AT AN-

QOSTimA AND PmSTST^THB AZIIB8 JS8TABLI8H 1HB1C8ELTXB AT
PAIHA8.

As Boon as Humaiti fell, Lopez thought of preparing for

another retreat from the Tebicuary, :uid he ordered a

map to be made of the country in the vicinity of the

Estero Poi,* about three leagues to the south of Villota.

This Estero Poi is a marsh something like the BellaoOy

and is a branch of the vast ' estero ' called-Laguna Ypod,t

joining it to the river. It can be crossed only on the

highroad from Ilumaita to Asuncion, and is there nearly

a league wide, and about lour feet deep. It was Lopez'

idea to fortify the north side of this * estero,' but he subse-

quently obtained better information of the ground, and

sent me, in the middle of August, to examine, sketch, and

report upon the Pikysyry^ as a defensible position. This

is one league north of the Estero Poi.

The Pikysyry is the northernmost drain of the Lake
Ypod, from which it takes its rise in the shape of a wide
* estero/ which gradually lessens as it approaches the River
Paraguay, and becomes a narrow running stream where it

enters the woods, which there are about 2,000 yards wide;

it falls int<) the Paraguay at Angostura, where it is about

twenty yards wide,and very deep. It is also the boundary

of the lowlands which commence at the Tebicuary^ and

* Poi, narrow, f (**)» water or lake
;
jwd, lucky : liu-ky lake.

I Piky^ry : pU^, » shrimp : surv, a stream : the shrunp stream.
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which are all wet, with the exoeption of a very few small

spots. For about two leagues to the south of the Piky-

syry, the ground is covered with woods and jjalm forests,

being next to impiissable anywhere but on the highroad,

which is also very bad.

Immediately to the north of the Pikysyry may be said

to commence the habitable portion of Paraguay, for the

first hills are seen here, and rise from that stream. Six

miles would be the length required to be covered by

forces, as for that distance the Pikysyry was passable,

though barely, and the highroad was the only place

where an enemy might be expected. The position could

not be flanked, without either going round through the

Misiones, or through the Chaco, in which case it would

be taken in the rear. The only place, too, for leagues,

where river-batteries could be placed, was Angostura,

which again gave the concave side of a horseshoe bend

for the batteries ; these could be so made as to flank the

front of the land-lines. The river was rather wide« 600
yards, but there was no remedy for that.

The army would also be much nearer to its resources,

and the soldiers' relations would be able to go to the army

and take them mandioca, oranges, &c., which would tell

very favourably on the health, and consequently on the

strength, of the force.

I therefore rei)orted all this to President Lopez, and

gave it as my opinion that Pikysyry would be a much
more advantageous position than Tebicuary. He then

sent me toFortin,to arrange matters there for a removal,

to leave the batteries in charge of Major Moreno, and

to take Lieutenant Abalos with. me. The guns in the

smaller battery were to be immediately embarked and

taken to Angostura. I was then again despatched to

Pikysyry to trace out the batteries, and to give direc*

tions concerning them to Lieutenant Pereva, who was
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for the time to command there. On my return^ to report

the commencement of the work, I was promoted ^m
the rank of major to that of lieutenant-colonel, and Lopez
made me a present of a sword. He sent me back the

same evening, to command the troops which were to be

sent there, and to arrange their encampment; to place

the artillery, mark out and urge on the completion of

the trenches and batteries, to get all needful stores from

the Minister of War at Asuncion, and have everything

ready for defence by the time he arrived, as probably he

should bring the enemy on behind hinu Major Caballero

ivas sent as my second.

All means of conveyanoe were- now put into requisi-

tion, both by land and water, and troops and guns were

constantly arriving by steamers and by land. Quantities

of ammunition were also brought, nor waa there any

place to store it but under hides in the open air. The
riverside became cruwded with stores of all kinds.

The wood had to be cut down both for the river-bat-

teries, and for opening a connection between them and

the trenches, and for leaving an open space in front of

them. It was very hard work to cut down this jungle,

and make all so low that a rifleman could not hide himself

behind any of the trees. However, it made a most ex-

cellent abatis.

The great ^ Criollo ' gun was brought from Asuncion in

a steamer, and mounted in the left-hand battery ; all

the other guns were also brought from town, as well as

the garrison.

On the :^6th, Lopez left ban f'emando, and travelled

overland slowly with the main army, leaving Colonel

Biyajola in command of the reaiguard, and in charge of

the final evacuation.

On the same day that Lopez left, the vanguard of the

Allies, under the Baron del Triunib, crossed the Yacare,
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after gome skirmkhiDg with the Paraguayan guard ; and ^

on the 28th they attacked and took a small redoubt^ with

three guns^ which defended the retreat across the river,

just as the last of the garrison were evacuating it, on

their way to pass the Tebicuary in boats^ which they

eliected with a very slight loss.

Three ironclads had come up meanwhile, and, after

a great deal of reconnoitring, found that only three

old d2-pounderB were left—the rest of the guns having

been taken to Angostura, but tlieir vacant places had

been supplied with hide-coverings similar to those over

the real guns. The 18th Battalion was still at Eortin,

with sufficient artillerymen to work the three guns, and

the ironclads came close inshore, all round the battery,

both by the Tebicuary and the I*aiaguay, and poured in

canister. There was, however, plenty of covering for the

men while not working the guns, and they suffered little,

firing at the ironclads when these had just discharged

their guns, when they also had time to load. This went on
from the 26th to the 28th, when Moreno received orders

to retire, and, throwing his three guns into the river, he

marched away during thenight—the ironclads being very

much surprised next morning to find their hosts gone.

Caxias must have now seen that Lopez intended fortifying
himself higher up the river ; but lie was so elated with the

fall of Humaita, and the evacuation of the Tebicuary, that

the idea seems never to have struck him of the advantage

of sending the fleet up the riyer, to see what was being

done, and to prevent any batteries being erected on it.

We were consequently allowed to work on in peace,

and hard work it was. The weallicr was very bad, and

the mud at the battery was so deep as nearly to hide

an 8-inch gun, for there had not been time to drain

it. This mud was so slimy, that all ropes and tackle which

went near it became just as if they had been soaped, and
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'

the men thus had no hold on them on account of their

fllipperiness. Their bare feet were sore from being

oontinualiy in the mud.

Lopes arrived in the beginning of September, and took

up his quarters at Cunabarity,* a high hill, about four

miles from the river, and also from the trenches ; he

shortly had an immense house built at It4 Yvate^f a hill

about two miles to the rear of the trenches, and four from

the river. Hence he could see the whole countiy around

for many leagues.

lu order to protect the port of Angostura, for our

steamers to load and discharge, until the ironclads should

force the battery, the latter was divided into two sec-

tions, 700 yards apart, called the right and leh batteries.

The ironclads could not see what was g<nng on at the

right battery, where the port was, unless they came op-

posite the left battery. They did not show themselves

till September 8, on which day three came up to recon-

noitre. I covered the guns in the left battery with

boughs, so as completely to hide them, having previously

laid them for a broadside opposite the battery. The
' Silvado ' alone came up and passed the batteries, receiv-

ing considerable damage from the ^ Criollo,' which struck

her with a steel shell at the water-line. She went down
again in half an hour, and had another 150-pounder on
the other side in the same place. From that day a few

ironclads almost daily came up to bombard Angostura,

leturniug after a few hours to their anchorage, which was

out of sight, near Palmas.

The allied army meanwhile marched northwards, and

on September 2 3 its vanguard reached Surubiy,+ a

stream about two leagues from Pikysyry. Here Lopez

* Cumhari, a kind of pepper
;

t^i/, a plantation : a pepper plantation.

t ltd, stone ; yvati, high : high atone.

} iSunedii ft land of flih
; ^, stNam: the Sorubi stieam.
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lad prepared an ambush, of 200 cavalry and 150 infantry,

which were hidden to the north of the Surubiy ; a few

skirmishers were sent to the other side to entice the

enemy, whict they succeeded in doing ; and when a con-
' siderable force had passed the stream, the Paraguayans

fell upon them and cut them up, many being drowned in

the water, which was deep, and one Brazilian battalion

was completely annihilated. N.ext day the main army

arrived, and encamped at Pahnaa, a guardhouse on the

river, with a very small piece of dry land, the army
beintj almost all of it in mud.

The Allies made several reconnaissances on the lines

of Pikysyry, but considered them too strong to attack,

and gave up the idea. The water of the Pikysyry had

been dammed up in two places, so that it was over six

feet deep on the highroad.

There were altogether just over a hundred guns in the

Paraguayan lines, including those of Angostura, which
mounted twelve 8-inch guns, one 150-pounder, two

smoothbore 32-pounders, and the Whitworth 32-pounder,

which had been taken at Tuyuti.

The Paraguayan army was formed into five divisions,

viz.—the Angostura batteries, with 1,000 yards of trench,

commanded by myself, the right commanded by Colonel

Hermosa, the centre by Colonel Gonzalez, Timbo (so

called from its being garrisoned by the forces from Timbo)
commanded by Colonel Montiel, and the left by Colonel

Rivarola. The army now numbered altogether about

10,000, by far the greater portion being boys.

Large quantities of ammunition of all kinds had been

lost in the retreat from the Tebicuary, none of the guns

ha^^ng a hundred rounds, and many only tAventy or

thirty. The infantry, too, had most of them only sixty

to a hundred rounds. All the powder and shot in the

magazines was brought down, and barely made up, for
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the artillery a hundred roundB per gun, and for lihe in«

fantiy twenty-four packets of ten rounds each, which

was the number every soldier was ordered to have, and

which he carried in two hide-cases made to sling round

the neck, so thatj in case of a sudden march, they should

have plenty of ammunition with them.

Ab all the regimental musio-bands had been oom-

pletely destroyed, the remainingmusicians were collected

from the army, with such instruments as could l>e

found, and they were divided into five bands for the

five divisions* Their instruments were horribly bat-

tered about and out of tune, and I had to abolish my
musici and set the men to dig instead, as it was quite

unbearable.

To provide ac^ainst the exposure uf the artillerymen

at the heavy guns, in case the ironclads should remain

opposite the batteries and fight, I had some high traversiiig

carriages made, which raised the guns above the men's

heads, so that a high parapet could be made, and all the

garrison of the guns, excepting the nmn ser\ ing the vent,

was under cover. These carriages also overcaTne the

difficulty caused by the pivot jumping out, for the guns

were light, but were used with heavy charges, and kicked

very much in the recoil. I thus mounted six 8-inch guns,

with the 150-pounder, and they answered very well, being

less troublesome to work than the old ones. The iron-

clads afterwards passed the batteries, and I could get no

more from Asuncion, as our communication by water was

cut off

I

I

i
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CHAPTER XXIIL

THB ALIIBS VBEPABB FOB AOHVX OSBBAHOFS—ROAD THBOUeH IKS
CHAOO—THX nunrOLABfi PASS AHaoSTVBA—^NBUTBAL T18BXL8 OF

. WAB^LOPEZ FOBXS BraiBTX FOBCB.

When Caxias gave up the notion of attacking the front

of the Paraguayan defences at Pikysyiy, he conceived the

idea of making a road through the Chaco, from opposite

Paliiias to opposite Villeta, intending to pass his troops

across the Paraguay, ^md march on Lopez' rear. He
accordinglj commissioned General Aigolio to explore

the Chaco with a force> and to make the load. This was

begun on October 11.

On October 1, liefore daylight, four irtHiclads forced

the batteries of Angostura, receiving almost as much
damage as thej would have done by daylights I used to

lay all the guns eyery evening opposite the batteries for

a broadside, which always took effect, every shot which

struck an ironclad giving out a flash of light. It was

very dithcult to see the steamers by nic^ht, as the Chaco

opjMJsite was tliickly wooded, and this threw a deep shade

over half of the river, hiding the ironclads, which always

Bought this protection. They could sometimes be seen

only by the moving reflection of their chimneys in the

water. After sunrise on the same day, eight more iron-

clads came up to reconnoitre, and after them the * Bel-

monte,' wooden gunboat, with the Admiral on board. No
sooner, however, did she show herself beyond the point of

Itapirti*^, than we put a Whitworth 150-pounder shell into

* A Ucnd of the river Inflow Angostura.
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her at her water-line^ upon which she immediately re-

treated.

The ironclads which had passed up reconnoitred the

honks of the river, and one of them^ a small monitor,

entered the Buey Muerto above Angostura, and came out

opposite Yilleta. The Buey Muerto is a branch of the

ParaffiuiA , formed bv a larore island, and the Brazlhans

did not before know that it was navigable. These

ironclads came and anchored above Angostura, behind

the point there formed by the Chaco. I now sent twenty

men, under Jiieutenant Fleitas, to annoy with their rifles

the crews of these vessels ; and he laid an ambush for a

party which landed to cut firewood, and fell upon them,

killing about twenty-hve. He lost only two men. A small

trench was dug at night, to protect the riflemen, and after

two days* firing at everyone who showed himself on deck,

the ironclads went higher up the river.

On October 8 one ironclad ran down past the batteries

at night, and on the 10th two ran up past them, lashed

together. It was capital sport looking out for these

steamers at night. They used to extinguish every light

on board, and when going down the stream would go

with the current, only putting on full speed when they

found they were detected. On the 15th eight ironclads

came up by daylight, and five of them passed up by the

batteries. They always lost some men on these occa-

sions, as the baUs, though they did not perforate them, yet

sent a number of splinters of wood flying inside. On No-
vember 22, at two in the morning, the ^Brazil' passed

down, and returned on the 26th, with two more ironclads,

taking on their port-side a small steam-launch and a
pontoon, loaded with provisions. This time the ' Brazil

'

fared badl y, being struck by thirty-one balls, five of them
150-pouuders, and having her conuiiander wounded, and

three oihcers and the pilot killed, besides some of the
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crew. The steamers went up to Yilleta^ to repair along-

side the Chaco, and when they arrived there they began

to clean out the si)linters and throw them into the river.

We saw them drifting down for four or five hours, and

among other small splinters came pieces of doors and

other inside work^ which showed they had been perforated.

All this time neatral vessels of war kept coming, to

negotiate the liberty of their different countrymen.

The first whicli arrived was the United States' steamer

* Wasp,' about the middle of September, to take away the

Hon. Mr, Washburn, the U.S. ministerj who had long since

sent in his resignation. She was allowed to pass Angos-

tura, on requesting leave to do so, and to go up as far as

Villeta, where she was to await Mr. Washburn. After

several days' delay, lie was sent down on board the

* Pirabebe,' and went on board the * Wasp ' and down

the river, the ' Pirabeb^' accompanying the * Wasp ' with

a flag of truce as far as the ironclads^ and then returning.

Mr. Washburn sent from on board the * Wasp ' a letter

to Lopez, which would probably have hud the effect of

my receiving orders to fire at her as she went do^vn, had

he received it before that took place ; but of this more anon.

On September 30 three vessels—English, French, and

Italian—steamed up, and anchored below Angostura.

Tliey each sent a letter for Lopez, and retired to anchor

for the night opposite the point of Itapirii, where their

lights were visible from the battery. A trust in our

belief that nothing would be attempted during the proxi^

mity of the neutral vessels, and that we should be all

asleep, induced the Brazilian ironclads to pass up that

very night, and the Admiral to show oflf next morning.

We were not, however, caught napping on this or on

any other occasion.

The English vessel was H.B.M.S. 'Linnet,' bringing

Mr. Gould, to attempt again what he could do towards
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getting the British subjects away. He sent a letter to

Lopez, stating his object, and receiyed an answer that he

might communicate with the Secretary of Foreign Aflairs,

and that Lopez would be happy to see him, if he liked to

go to headquarters. This proved that Lopez was disposed

only to entangle him in a lonp^ correspondence, which

would have no result ; and Mr. Gould, seeing this, went
away again, as it would not have been dignified, after so

much humbug, to enter agiiin into a lung and fruitless

correspondence.

H^B.M.'s ship 'Beacon,' Captain Parsons, was sent up,

and arrived on NoYember 4, with the object of taking

away the English. On Lopez hearing of the arrival

of an Englisli captain, he was much vexed, and almost

sent him away without hearing what he had to say. He
allowed him, however, to go up to his headquarters,

and, instead of treating him with marked politeness, as

he did the French and Italian captains, he threw open

his house, and gave orders that Captain Parsons was to be

allowed to go about anywhere he liked at headqua? ters.

He also invited him to some English plum-pudding wliich

Mrs. Lynch had made, told him that he might talk to

all the British subjects, and that none of them wanted to

go away. He had, however, bottled up the few British

subjects who were near headquarters, and only one

was allowed to see him, aud then only within earshot of

Lopez. Everything was so arranged as to impress Cap-

tain Parsons that he had been allowed to go wherever he

vnshed, and to see everybody he liked. He was allowed

to take away Dr. Fox, and a dozen English women and

children. The husband of one of these women was

allowed to go onboard the * Beacon' with her, and stay till

midnight He was a mechanic, who, by the successive

deaths of the chief men in the arsenal, had become the

head of it himself, and was getting a large salary. He
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did not wish to go away, and he told Captain Parsons

that none of the English wished to leave.

* When the * Beacon ' came up^ instead of anchoring some

distance below, as the other nentral Tessels had done, she

slowly steamed up towards the battery. Seeing this, I

immediately woke my second. Lieutenant-Colonel Car-

rillo, who was taking his siesta, and was very fast asleep.

I told him that the English steamer was coming up, that he

knew the orders respecting any vessels passing the battery^

and that I left the command with him for the moment

;

but that the instant a shot was fired at Her Majesty's

ship, I should consider myselfno longer in the Paraguayan

service. (This was a very dangerous thing to say in

Paraguay.) Carrillo jumped up^ half asleep^ and, rushing

to the battery, began to sponge a gun, at the very moment
tliat the ' Beacon' anchored a hitlc below the battcrv. At
the same moment I received a despatch from Lopez, wlio

could see the river from his headquarters, saying that

he was surprised X had allowed the steamer to go so far,

and telling me to fire at her if she attempted to pass the

battery. I gave the despatch to Carzilio, and answered

Lopez, telling him I had done so.

When Captain Parsons was going on board the ' Beacon,'

he was so good as to send me word that he should like to see

me. I immediately telegraphed for permission to Lopez,

who replied, ^ Send any excuse you like ;* so I had to send

word that 1 was busy, and could not go. Later in the

evening one of the oliicers of the * Beacon/ who was waiting

with a boat at the battery, sent me his card, and I tele-

graphed again twice to Lopez, as the first time he sent no

answer. He told me to send word that it was too late. It

would have been as much as my life was worth to have

spoken to any of these gentlemen without Lo[)ez' leaN c,

although everything that came and went had to pass

tiirough my hands.

U



290 THE WAR IN PARAGUAY.

During the inoiiths of October and November the

French and Italian steamers almost daily came and went

betweeen Palmas and Angostura, the commanders ire-

qiientlj going to visit Lopez at his headquarters. The
Italian Teasel at last took away 52 women and cbildreny

and the Frenchman a smaller number, as well as ^I.

Libertat> the chancellor of the French Consulate, who
was imprisoned in irons for supposed conspiracy against

Lopez, and who, under torture, was made to declare that

he had received 40,000 dollars (8,000?.) from the heads of

the cons|)ir;icy for his complicity therein. He was sent

down to me, together with his papers, with orders to

deliver him to the French captain, as a prisoner, which I

did* Some of these steamers took away a number of

heavy cases, each of which required from six io eight men
to lift

; they j)rubably contained some of the ladies'

jewellery, which had been collected in 1867, as weU as a

large number of doubloons.
*

On December 3 the United States' ship 'Wasp'
again made her appearance, carrying an Admiral's

and a Minister's flag. Tlie new Minister Avas General

MacMahon, sent to replace Mr. Washburn, whom he had

met at iiio Janeiro. As Mr. Washburn had been subjected

to some indignities on leaving Paraguay—especially in

having two members ofhis legation forcibly taken from him
while on lus way to embark, thrown into irons, and sent

to the army to be judged—it was determined tliat Ad-
miral Davis should go with a squadron of war-vessels,

and demand the surrender of these prisoners, and that,

until they were ^ven up, General MacMahon should

not land. Th^ morning the *Wasp* arrived. Captain

Kirkland went up to see Lopez at his head(|iiarters,

and arranged that Lopez should meet the Admiral the

same evening at Angostura* The meeting took place at

my house, Lopez being so amiable and plausible, that he
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delighted Admiral Da\is, and made lilm really believe

that Masterman and Bliss, the two prisoners demanded,

were guilty of a horrible conspiracy. He told the Ad-
miral that he himself wished to give them up, but that the

tribunals would not do so. However, Admiral Davis had
some ai^uments with him in the shape of 11-inch guns, /

which would have been a])plied in a more persuasive man-

ner than the Brazilians did theirs ; and so on Decern-
^

ber 10, at night, Masterman and Bliss were sent to
^

me, with orders to deliver them to Captain Kirkland as \

prisoners. I was only too glad to obey this order, as I
\

knew it was only a farce. I could not, of course, see
\

either Admiral Davis or Captain Kirkland, to tell them i

my idea of their guilt. On the 12th .General MacMahon ^

landed and went up to headquarters, where he remained
j

some time with Lopez.
j

While these neutral vessels were carrying on their

negotiations, the Brazilian ironclads several times came up
|

and insulted them, going even to the length of firing at i

the battery over the bows of the Italian steamer* The [
]

English gunboat was the only one they respected.

The road in the Chaco, meanwhile, was being con- ,

structed. It was a large work, being almost wholly
|

made of palm-trees, laid transversely, side by side, on

the ground, which was muddy, and liable to be

flooded when the river rose high ; several bridges also

had to be made over it The whole ground there, as in

the rest of the Chaco, is perfectly flat. About a mile

below Villeta, a stream called the Aracuay, in the Chaco,

lalLs into tlic Paraguay. The mouth of the former h
narrow, and barely admits a small paddle-steamer; but

shortly it becomes larger, and divides into several long

branches, one of which goes towards Palmas, but is not

navigable so far. Into the Aracuay was sent the steam-

launch, which the ironclads took past Angostura with them

;

U 2

r
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and it good seryice in transporting proyiBions &c.

—

first for the ironclads oni^ , and afterwards for the whole

army.

The Brazilian road ran along the eastern side of this

stream^ and a tel^raph was also laid down along it*

Four encampments, or guards, of two battalions each,

were stationed along the road, and a redoubt was made at

the northciu end of it, in a wood. We had forces, vary-

ing ircm 100 to 800 men^in the Chaco; but the ground

was so intersected with ' esteros/ that it was almost im-

possible for more than two ot three men at a iime to go
anywhere. Twice, however, these forces had enprage-

ments with the enemy, which resulted in very small losses

on either side.

At first Lopez did not believe that the Brazilians really

meant to march through the Chaco, but thought it was

only a diversion, more especially as our spies reported

that troops marched from Palmas towards \ illeta by day,

returning by night. At length, however, there could be

no doubt of their intention, and he had a trench made
round ihe village of Villeta, where they were expected

to land, and this the ironclads continually bombarded,

lie also innned a movable reserve force, consL^Lliig of the

greater part ot the army, leaving in the trenches only the

< indisposed,' and the greater part of the artillery. I had
to send five battalions to this reserve, remaining wil^ only

one» and a few contingents belonging to other battalions.

The reserve was encamped close to I^opez' headquarters,

80 that he could despatch them, himself, at a moment's

notice.

The men were much improved in health by the food

they had been eating since they arrived at Pikysyry, for

their relations came continiuill y, bringing them eatables,

and many people sent presents of cartloads of oranges^

mandioca, &c.
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CHAPTER XXIV.

THE END OF THE WAB.

THE BBASOLIANB lAKD AT SAN AKIONIO—BATILBB OF TT0B0B6 AHD
OF ATAT—CAPTUBB OF THB IBENCHXB AT PIXTSTBT-H^BTBN DAX8*

FIOHTINO AT ITX TTAT£, BBBULTHTO IK THB BBFKAT OF lOPBZ,

THB BBSTBUOnOir OF HIB ABHT, AHB THB OAPITULATIOK OF AN-

OOSTUBA*

Towards the end of November, the whole Brazilian

army, amounting to 32,000 men, had crossed over into

the Chaco, and on the 27 th Caxias went himself. The

Brazilians embarked in their ironclads, landing, not at

Yilleta, but at San Antonio, a Tillage about four miles

farther up the river, where they were not expected, on

December 5. A small iorce had been awaiting them at

Yilleta, and on the evcuiug of the 5th, Lopez sent his

reserve, consisting of about 5,000 men and 12 guns,

under General Caballero, his second being Colonel Ser-

rano, to defend the pass of the Ytoror6.* This is a

narrow deep stream, having: a bridge over it, which it

was necessary to cross in order to go Irom San Antonio

to Villeta; and the ground all about is covered with

islets of wood, in one of which, close to the bridge, the

Paraguayans, after marching all night, concealed them-

selves.

In the morning the bridge was attacked by the Bra-

zilians. Osorio, with the 3rd Division of the Army, was

sent round, by an impracticable road, to the left, in order

* 1', water ;
iorord, cascade.
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to attack the Paraguayans in their rear, while General

Argollo attacked them in front ; he could not, however,

arrive in time, on account of the badness of the road.

General Argollo led the attack with the 2nd Division,

the Ist Division being kept in reserve; and after encoun-

tering a terrible fire from the Paraguayan ardllery, which

was commanded by Major Moreno, he crossed the bridge,

butwas immediately charged and driven back by Caballero.

A determined hand-to-hand hght now took pluce> and the

bridge was taken and retaken three times, remaining at

last in possession of the Paraguayans. Cazias now came
up with ihe 1st Diirision, with which, joined to the 2ndf he

att-acked and took the bridge, and also six guns, the

Paraguayans retreating witli the other six. The Bra-

zilians lost over 3,000 killed and wounded ; among the

former one of their best colonels, Fernando Machado,

and among the wounded, Generals Argollo and Gurjao.

The Paraguayans had 1,200 hors de combat^ and lost six

guns. Lopez, after he had received news oi the battle,

telegraphed to me that, after five hours' hard fighting,

Caballero had remained in possession of the field of battle,

and] ordered me to decorate the battery with fiags in

honour of the victory.

The ironclads still paid us their daily visits, but

seemed veiy fearful of coming within sure range ; they

used to come up past Itapird, and hide behind the point

of the Chaco, opposite Aiigostura, and would bombard
thence ; occasionally showing tliemselves beyond that

j)oint, which was about 1,000 yards off, when they were

almost always hit, as we had got the range pretty ac-

curately. There was, however, one of the ironclads

which, by some good luck of theirs, we could never

hit; it was the only one whose commander showed
himself, and he used, with another officer, both in white

waistcoats, to stand on the top of his casemate, while we
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were exdiangiog shots. They came to their end in the

following manner. On the night of December 8, think-

ing to bring the ironclads nearer to the battery, I masked
the left one completely, with boughs of trees, so that

nothing could be seen of it. As luck would have it,

there was a report in the fleet that Angostura had been

evacuated^ and on the same night the Commodore sent a
j

most trustworthy officer, who returned, and reported to the !

Commodore that he had been right up to the battery, and I

that there were no <ruTis or men there. (This I learnt from
j

the private diary of an officer temporarily commanding one 1

of the ironclads, taken by an ox]>edition I sent afterwards \

into the Chaco.) Kextmorning the white waistcoats and \

a monitor cameup to reconnoitre, but I hadno flag flying, i

aiul showed none. They came rather nearer than usual, 1

and after examining ^vith their glasses for some time,
\

and firing a few rounds of grape, they went away. I

then rode up to Lopez' headquarters to see him, and

just as I arrived there, saw all the guns in the battery

go off. The ironclads had been to report the evacuation

of the left battery, and received orders to pass it, and go

and reconnoitre the right one, in doing av hich the ^ Mariz-

e-Barros,' of the white waistcoats, had gone ahead, and
|

in pas»ng the battery, the oflicers on the casemate were
\

blown to pieces. The vessel was also much damaged.
|

The monitor made off back again as fast as she could
; \

but the * Mariz-c-Barros ' passed the rigrht battery also,

not being able (so says the diary) to turn in time and go

back.

All this lime the Argentine army, which had remained

at Palmas, used every night to make some noise in the

woods, to keep us awake in expectation of an attack ; and

they used to play the * turfittitus,' in which our men had

taken the initiative before. Now and then a rowing-boat

would attempt to come silently at night to reconnoitre.

r
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but it was invariably lieard from a long distance, and a

shot or two pent it away.

Aftier the Battle ofYtoror6, the Brazilians marched on

and encamped at Ypan^,^ an old guardhouse on the River

Paraijuay, where their fleet was passing over the cavalry

and artillery iVom the Chaco ; and on December 1 1 they

again marched southwards, having to fight another battle

at Avay^t a stream crossed by the road, and which the

Paraguayans held. These had been reinforced by Lopez

with six guns and a few racri, making up about 4,000

men and 12 guns in all. General Caballero again com-

manded the Paraguayans, and they all fought like lions.

(They held their ground, in a pouring rain, for four hours

\
against the continual assaults of the Brazilians, until the

J cavalry surrounded them, and they were attacked on all

sides. They were now comjjletely cut uj), and hardly a man
escaped. General Caballero was pulled off his horse, and

his * poncho ' and silver spurs taken ; but he was not recog-

nised by the enemy, and next day presented himself to

Lopez. Colonels Serrano and Gonzalez were taken pri-

soners, and, in fact, all who were not killed were captured.

Wonderfully enough, the Brazilians took so little care of

their prisoners that several field-officers made their escape

in a day or two, and went back to Lopez. Among these

were Major Moreno (wounded), commander of the ar-

tillery. Major Mongelos, &c. About 200 men escaped

altogether. The Brazilians took the 12 guns and 700

sound prisoners, besides 500 wounded. They also took

300 women belonging to the Paraguayan army, and did

not treat them well.

The Brazilians, however, lost more than the Paraguay-

ans did on this occasion, having about 4,000 men ho7's de

combat, and General Osorio severely wounded. They

Y, water; pane, crooked : a crooked stream,

t Avds an Indian ; stream : the Indians' stream.
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now encamped on the heights of Yilletaj in view of

Angostura^ though about four miles off.

The day after lliis battle, Lopez wrote to me, that it

had not ^one so well for us as the preceding one, but

that the CQeiny had suffered so severely that the generals \

had only been able to keep their army together by assur-

ing them that General Caballero had been killed.

Lopez now saw that he was going to be attacked in

the rear, and, at my suggestion, a trench was begun from

Angostura towards his head(|uarters, \vitli its I'ront to-

wards Villeta, and flanked in the same manner by the

right battery^ as the old trench was by the left. It was,

howeyer, soon apparent that we had not sufficient men to

execute a large work like this, and it was given up, and

a star fort begun on a hill 2,000 yards on the way, in-

tended to be one of a chain of forts ; but the enemy did

not give time for this either. Lopez accordingly scraped

together all the men he could^ and collected about 3,000

at his headquarters, where he also had a number of guns

sent, including the Whitworth 32-pounder. He had a

ditch dug, two feet wide by two feet deep, and tlie earth

thrown to the front, so that, by sitting down on the inner

edge of the ditch, the men would be somewhat protected

from rifle-bullets. Tins trench was garrisoned with all

his troops-fais escort, which was now mounted, being

kept in reserve—and guns were placed all round it. With
the view of keeping it out of rifle-range of his house, the

trench was made of an immense radius, so that it was

very thinly defended on the front. There was not time

to dig this ditch all round, and the rear, towards Cerro-

Leon, was completely open, and had no men to defend it.

This, however, did not signify with a general like Caxias,

who was certain t^ find out which was the strong side,

and attack it. Had Lopez saved all his men to defend
/

lt& Yvat^, instead of sending them to flght in the open



298 TUB WAE IN FAKAUUAV

field, he might have destroyed the Brazilian army this

month.

The whole trench of Pikysyry was left garrisoned with

about 1,500 men, most of tlicni invalids and boys, and

about forty ^runs ol' difiVrent calibres. I turned each of

the batteries into a small redoubt, by digging a trench

round it of a peculiar construction, that the men defend*

ing it might not be injured by the canister^ which,

in case of an attack, the guns were to fire over their

licads.* There was no time to make anvthinjic more for-

midable. I also had chain-cables placed round on posts

to stop the cavalry, should it attempt to charge, as a
horse could jump our trench.

On the night of the 16th two ironclads ran down past

the batteries, and on the 19 th five passed up, taking

loaded pontooiift witii them, making in all twelve ironclads

above and six below the batteries, besides seventeen

wooden vessels of war, which were not brought into play

at alL The ironclads, both above and below the batteries,

favoured us with their eternal and useless bombardments,

which at Anorostura had oidycost us, up to this time, one

officer and ten men killed, and one officer and twelve men
wounded. During the la^t few days, however, the losses

were greater, as we were more crowded.

On December 17, the Brazilian cavalry made a recon-

naissance on our positions, not however going far enough

to sec anything. They surj)rised a Paraguayan regiment

of cavalry (the 45th), which they completely destroyed,

only the commander and two or three men escaping.

It was said that Caxias had been urged on to action by

positive orders from the Emperor to risk his last man in

bringing the war at once to a conclusion. Having raised

their camp at Yilleta, embarking all the tents, &c., during

* See Plate lY.
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the previous day, the whole Brazilian army, 25,000 strong,

inarched in two columns, on the morning of December 21

;

and having reconnoitred the front of Lopez' position at

Ita Yvate, sat down before the strongest portion of it, to

have their dinner, while General Mena Barreto, with

the cavaby, a few guns, and some infantry, took the

Pikysyry trenches in the rear, and cleared them of the

Paraguayans, killing some 700, and taking 200 prisoners,

most of them wounded, and all the artillery to within a

mile of Angostura, where he stopped. Many of the fu-

gitives and women sought refuge in Angostura, which

was now completely cut off from Lopez, the road from

Palmas by land being open for the enemy's supplies. Some
of the defeated Paraguayans, from the left of the Pikysyry

trench, found their way to Lopez, and reinforced him. At
three in the afternoon the Brazilians attacked Lopez'

headquarters, and after three hours' fighting became mas*

ters of fourteen of his guns, including the Whitwortli

32-pounder. They had also made an entrance in another

point, and reached Lopez' hou-e, when his escort charged

them and drove them out again* The Lrazilian losses

were immense, for they had chosen the only two defiles

which led to Lopez' lines for their attack, instead of going

round, where they might have attacked in any formation

they liked, and their infUntry was made of such stuff that

a very few Paraguayans were able to defeat a great many
of them. On this day, besides the losses at the trenches

of Pikysyry, Lopez lost the greater part of the forces he

had with him at It6 Yvat^. The Brazilians tiiat day lost

about 3,500 killed and wounded, the Baron del Triunfo

being among the latter. Lopez that night sent to Cerro-

Leon and to Caapucu, where he stiil had a lew men, to re-

call them ; and on the next day he wrote a letter, addressed

both to me and my second, being the first time he had

addressed an order to Angostura, excepting to me solely.
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telling us to cutourway through the allied army.that night,

and join him -with our men at lt& Trat^. The letter was
givon to a Lieutenant Koman^ and Lopez mounted him

on liis own horse ; he made a rush through the main army

of the Allies, and reached within 2,000 yards of Angos-

tura, when he was surrounded by the enemy, and had to

gallop back through them, again arriving that night at

Lopez' headquarters. He was sent again next night,

and also another officer witli a duplicate of the order ; and

they went round by different roads^ and both arrived

towards morning at Angostura. While we were beginning

preparations for our march, another messenger arriyed

with a counter-order, in which Lopez says ;
' The situation

has changed ; I sustain myself well, and the enemy can

only attack me very weakly^ being completely demoralised.

You must therefore sustain yourselves at all hazards^ if

I this order arrives in time. The chief drawback of the

I enemy is the immense numLer of wounded he has,

' wliich he cannot attend to, as the road he has opened

I

through our trench barely permits him to convey his

imost distinguished wounded. The order of yesterday

I will therefore not be executed, unless in an extreme case,

rwhich I hope will not arrive, as I count upon soon taking

yon provisions.'

The 22ad and 23r(J were employed by the Brazilians

in firing all day and all night with rifles at Lopez' head*

quarters^ and by the Argentines in coming up and joining

Caxias, who also brought the field artillery from Palmas.

On the 23rd a battalion of Paraguayans arrived from

Ccrro-Leon, numbering about 500 men ; and on the 25th

further reinforcements arrived from Caapucu, of a batta-

lion of infantry and a regiment of cavalry. The 40th

Battalion had been completely destroyed on the 21st, as

also the famed Rifle Battalion ; and the reinforcements

were divided into four battalions^ one of which was again
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named the 40th. The sailors had been also brought from

the steamers, leaving just enough on board to navigate

them. Almost the whole of the artillerymen had been

killed on the 21st, and Lopez released Captain Saguier

—

who had been under torture in prison^ for alleged com-
plicity in the conspiracy, ever since General Bruguez was
bayoneted—and sent liim to command the artillery.

An intimation Avas sent to Lopez to lay down his arms,

on the morning of the 25th, signed by the allied Generals^

to which Lopez returned the following answer

' Headqnaxteors at ^kysyry,

December 24,- 3 p.h.

* The Alarshal President of the Republic of Parao-uay
|

ought perhaps to decline sending a written answer to \f

their Excellencies the Generals-in^Chief of the allied
|

army, in war against the nation he presides over, on ac- ^

count of the unusual tone and language, incompatible with

military honour, and with the supreme magistracy, with

which your Excellencies have thought proper to send me an

intimation to lay down my arms within the term of twelve

hours, to finish a prolonged struggle, threatening to lay

upon my head the blood already spilled, and that yet to be

spilled, if I do nut obey the order, making my person re-

sponsible to my country, to the nations which your Ex-

cellencies represent, and to the civilised world. I wish,

however, to do so, rendering thus a holocaust to that very

blood generously poured out, both by my people and by
their enemies, as also to tlie sentiments of religion, hu-

manity, and civilisation which your Excellciieies invoke

in your intimation. These are precisely the sentiments

which, more than two years ago, moved me to place myself

above all the official discourtesy with which the elect of

my country has been treated during this war. At Yataity

Cora I then sought, in an interview with his Excellency
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the General*m-Ghief of the allied armies and President

of the Argentine Republic/General Bartolom6 Mitre, tiie

reconciliatiuu of four sovereign States of South America,

which had already be^n to destroy eaeli other in a re-

markable manner ; but injr initiative met with no answer

but the contempt and silence of the allied GoTemments,

and new and bloody battles on the part of their armed

representatives, as your Excellencies call yourselves. I

then lu 'i c clearly saw that the tendency of the war of the

AUies was against the existence of the Kcpublic of Para-

guay, and» though deploring the blood spilled in so many
years' war, I could say nothing, and, placing the £ite of

my Fatherland and its generous sons in the hands of the

God of Nations, I fought its enemies with loyalty and

conscience, and I am disposed to continue fighting until

that God and our arms decide the definite &,te of the

cause.

* Your Excellencieshave thought fit to informme ofthe

knowledge you possess of my actual resources, thinking

that I have the same knowleclgc of the numerical forces

of the Allies, and of their every-day increasiug resources.

I have not that knowledge, but I have more than four

years' experience, that numerical force and those resources

liave never influenced the abnegation and bravery of the

Paraguayan soldier, who fights with the resolution of the

honourable citizen and of the Christian man, and who
opens a wide grave in his country rather than see it even

humiliated. Your Excellencies have thought fit to re^

mind me that the blood spilled at Ytoror6 and at Avay
should have determined me to avoid that which was spilled

on the 21st iQstant; but your Exceiiencies doubtless for-

got that those very actions might have shown you before-

hand, how true aU is that I say about the abnegation of

my compatriots, and that every drop of blood which falls

to the ground i6 a new obligation lor tiiobc who survive.
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After Ruch an example, my poor head will bear the burden

of the uiigcntiemanlj threat (if I may be allowed the ex-

pression) which your Excellencies have considered it your

duty to notify to me. Your Excellencies haye not the

right to impeach me before the Bepublic ofParaguay, my
Fatherland, lor 1 have defended it, I defend it, and I will

yet defend it

* My country imposed that duty on me, and I take glory

in fulfilling it to the last ; as for the rest^ I shall leave my
deeds to history, and I owe an account of them only to

my Gt)d.

^ If blood is still to flow, He will lav it to the account

of those who are responsible. For my part, I am still

disposed to treat for the termination of the war upon

bases equally honourable for all the belligerents, but I

am not disposed to listen to an intimation to lay down my
arms.

* Inviting your Excellencies, therefore, to treat of

peace, I consider I am, in my turn, ful£diing an im-

perious duty towards religion, humanity, and civilisation,

aB well as what I owe to ihe unanimous cry I have just

heard from my generals, chiefs, officers, and troops, to

whoiii I have communicated your Excellencies' intima-

tion, and also what I owe to my own name.
^ I ask your Excellencies' pardon for not citing the date

and hour of the notification, as they were not on the

document, but it was receiyed in my lines at a quarter-

past seven this morning.

'God preserve your Excellencies many years I

^F&ANCISCO S. LOFEZ.

^ To their JExeeReneies Marshal the Marqttez de

Caxias, Colonel-Major Dou Enrique Castro,

and Brigadier' General Don Juan A. Gelly y
Obes:
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When the fighting hegan at ltd Yyat^, Lopez aban-

doned his house, and erected a tent, about a mile more

to the rear, among the woods. While the enemy were

actually attacking, however, he was on horseback, shel-

tered by the thick mud walls of his house^ and all his staff

on horseback with him. They were not sheltered, and

kept falling one by one, struck by the bullets*. Every

liow. auJ then Lopez would send one of them off to fight,

\ only sayinir, ' Oo and fight.' Those who were prudent

took care to return soon, but most of them succumbed,

i Colonel Toledo, an old man of about 70, commander from

\time immemorial of the Government Escort, was sent off

)to fight with a lance, and a few minutes afterwards his

^ cori)se was brought back. Almost the whole of the staff

and of the principal officers were killed or severely

wounded. The wounded men whom Lopez saw coming

away from the fight he hailed, and enquired after their

wounds. They were very proud of this, and alwayit

said, ' Oil, it's a mere nothing.' * Then go again and fight

:

here, give this man a nip of spirits.' The man would go

again quite cheerfully, even though he had only one hand

or leg that he could use.

\ The women had to do all the burying during those

days, and to attend to the sick, as there were no men to

be spared. The rifle-bullets, by thousands, did not cease

from December 21 to 27, both by day and night, and all

the wounded were exposed to this fire, as well as the

combatants.

General MacMahon, the United States' minister, was

all this time at Lope/ headquarters, and, together with

Messrs. Burrell and Valpy, civil engineers, was under this

terrible fire till the 23rd, when Lopez sent them away to

Pir^bebui,* whither the seat of government had been re«

moved. General MacMahon took with him Lopez* children>

\ * Piri, akin ; vimit light : light bkin.
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Mrs. Lynch remaininsj ^vith him. Lopez made a deed of

gift of his property, making General MacMahon his

executor, and chaiging him with the care of his children ,

in the following cttriouci documentSi captured hj the

Allies on December 27 :— !

I

^ MajoT'General MacMaium^ Minister of the United

States of America.

'Pikysyry, December 23, 1868.

* Distinguished Sib,—As the representatiye of a

friendly nation, and in precaution against anything which

may occur, I permit myself to confide to your care the

enclosed deed of gift, by which I transfer to Mrs. Eliza

Lynch all my private property, of whatsoever nature.

^ I beg you will have llie goodness to keep that docu-

ment in your possession until you can deliver it safely to

the said lady, or return it to me on any unforeseen con-

tingency which may prevent me from again seeing yoUj

on tliis subject.

' I shall also permit myself to beg you at once to do alt

in your power to carry into effect the dispositions mad^
in the said document, thanking you in anticipation for all

you may do with that view, towards obliging your very

attentive servant, /

'Francisco Lopez,'/

(Enclosure),

' I, the undersigned. Marshal President of the Repi^blic

of Paraguay, by this present document^ declare fomially

and solemnly, that, thankful for the services of jMrs.

Eliza A. Lynch, 1 make in her favour a pure and perfect

gift of all my goods, rights, and personal actions, and it

is my will that this disposition be faithfully and legally

I
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COM! plied with. For all which I sign, together with wit-

nepses, at niy headquartors at Pikysyry, on this twenty-

third day of Dec«mber^ Kighteeu hundred and sixij"

eight.

^Fbancisoo S. Lopez.*

The other is a letter to General MaoMiilion, recom-

mending him \m children, especially the youngest, Leo-

pold©, about three jears old.

On December 25, early in the morning, the Brazilians

opened a furious bombardment from forty-six guns.

This was the sharpest cannonade during the whole w^ar,

and resulted in cutting in two the flagstaff at Lopez'

headquarters, and also a beam of his house. As usual,-

the fuzes were not properly timed, and the air was
full of bursting shells; many rockets were also fired.

Al'ter this bombardment the Brazilians aijain attacked,

and were once more driven back, although Lopez had

not six guns left which were not dismounted. His

ammunition was also almost finished* On the same
evening Lopes, seeing some of tbe enemy^s cavalry

towards his rear, sent his regiment of dragoons, which

had as yet suffered little, to fight them ; they at first

beat the Brazilians, but were quickly surrounded by large

bodies of their cavalry, and were completely cut up

—

only some fifty returning to Lopez, who was watching

them, but had no forces to send to their relief. The
musketry meanwhile did not cease. Lopez' force was

^ reduced to less than 1,000 men, while the Brazilians had
not 20,000 sound men left, out of 32,000 they had at the

beginning of December. The Argentines had not yet

entered into action, and they were destined to turn the

tide against Lopez.

{ On the morumg of the 27th, after another bombard-
' ment, the Allies marched into Lopez' lines, the Argen-

I
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tines at the head ; the few Paragnayanfl who were left

made a desperate resistance, and fought individiially

against whole battalions, till tliey were cut down. The
artillery was all dismounted, and two or three guns had

been still firing, where they lay on the ground, propped

up by heaps of earth. Such of the wounded Paraguay-

ans 83 were able, and some two or three hundred sound

ones, betook themselyes to the woods in the rear of Lopez*

house, and were soon surrounded by the enemy, and in

more or less time all were made prisoners. Lopez himself

had started off alone for Cerro-Leon, with one or two

companions, the moment he saw that the Allies were

marching in, by a road he had lately had made through

the woods.

He went away in a great hurry, leaving to her fate'

Mrs. Lynch, who went about among the bullets, looking

for him. She followed him, and got away ; so did Generals

Besquin and Caballero, and the few dozen of his cavalry

who were still sound and mounted.

All Lopez' bagpfai^e was taken ; his carriages, clothes,

papers, hat, gold-embroidered ' poncho,' &c., and even

some of his female slaves with the baggage* A few \

lucky prisoners were saved by the advance of the Allies,

as they captured an aide-de-camp of Lopez, whom he

sent back from the road with an order to have them shot.

He had shot his brother Benigno, the Bishop, Berges,

Colonel Al^n, the wife of Colonel Martinez, and General

Barrios, on the 25th* His sisters, Inocenda and Bafaela,

he had taken away to Cerro-Leon, after they had been

repeatedly flogpred by connnon soldiers, aud lived on a

cowhide for months.

Lopez had never been under fire before these last days

of the war, and then he can hardly be said to have been

so, as he was always either out of range, or protected by
the thick mud wall of his house. During the last days



308 THE WAR IN PABAGUAT.

of December he repeatedlj swore to the troops that he

would staj and conquer^ or die with them there. On his

going away, therefore, ahnost without smelling powder,

- the men, though so well trained to think ever>i:hing he

did as perfectly right, yet felt disgusted with him, and I

have heard many of those who were taken prisoners

|descant upon his cowardice*

In his Order of the Daj, Caxias states that Lopez, on

his retreat, was * scarcely acconipaaied by ninety men, and

of these only twenty-five arrived with him at Cerro-
^

; Leon.' This, if not quite exact, was certainly very

1 I nearly so ; and knowing this, why did not Caxias* the

I
I

7tof With the Paraguayan nation, but with its Govern' .

j I
vieiit, and having 8,000 magnificently-moiintcd cfivalry,-^

i\T with nothing to do, pursue Lopez, whom he might have

f taken without the loss of another man? Was it from

j

imbecility, or from a wish to make more money out of

the army contracts ? "Was it to have an excuse for still

niaintaiTiiti^- a Brazilian army in Paraguay, or was there

an understanding between Caxias and Lopez ? Or was it

done with the view of allowing Lopez to reassemble the

remainder of the Paraguayans, in order to exterminate

them in 'civilised warfare'? However this may be,

the ]Mai (|uez de Caxias is responsible for every lif e lost

in Pa-rfl^uay^ since December 1868, and for all the

sufferings of the poor men, women, and children in the

power of Lopez.
" Angostura was now the only point held by the Para-

guayans. Before the Brazilians had miirchcd on Ita

Yvate, I, having an idea that they might cut me off from

my supplies /^though I did not, of course, dare to say so^

as a hint of the possibility of the enemy being able to do*^

an V thing was punishable by deathj^yasked Lopez to let

uie hav e a stock of provisions. He told me to get what I
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required from General Resquin. T could, however, get

out of him only three days* beef> and about twelve small

sacks of Indian-corn. The garrison of the two batteries

consisted of 3 diie& (field-officers), 50 officers, and 684

men, of whom 320 were artillerymen ; and we had just

ninety rounds of ammunition per gun. After the Piky*

syry trenches were taken, on the 21st, we had an addition

of 3 chiefs, 61 officers, and 685 soldiers, most of them hav-

ing lost their arms, and the greater part being small boys.

Besides these, we received 13 officers and 408 men, all

badly wounded, whuia we had to accommodate in the

soldiers' quarters, and about 500 women ; so that, instead
i

of 700 mouths to feed, I had to provide for 2,400, whieh

for some days I managed by doling out very small

rations. All these people were very much crowded, and

suffered a good deal from the continual bombardment of

the fleet

On the 22nd and 23rd I sent out parties ot skirmishersi

to bring in any wounded they might find along the

trenches of Pikysyry, and several were brought in, also a
few guns and muskets ; and everything was ready to repel

an assault, which would have cost the Allies several thou-

sand men, and Lopez would liave sent a force down on

their rear at the same time, so that nothing was attempted.

Seeing that there was no hope of supplies for the pre-

sent, I determined to try and take some. For this purpose

I got together all the suuiid men, except the artillerymen,

fifty of whom I also sent, making up a force of just 500

men ; all the rest were useless. These 500 I sent,

during the night of the 24th, into the Chaco, under

Captains Frete and Lopez, and Lieutenant Fleitas, in

three divisions—one of which was to march towards

Itapiru, another towards Villeta, and the third straight

across into the centre of the enemy's road through the

Chaco. The first and second were to sweep round rapidly
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t()^\ ;ii ds the centre one, "vvliich could act as a reserve to

either of the others. This was accomplished, and the three

divisions met near the Aracuaj^ where one of them had

taken five boats^ with 120 boxes of olaret ; also a trunk

belonging to the pro temp, commander of the ironclad

* Brazil,' containincf his diary up to the 21st, and a num-
ber of odds and ends— such as sword^^, sextants, &c. Lieu-

tenant Fieitas had taken 27 mules and 3 horses, which

he immediately sent over. Four prisoners were taken

(boatmen), who stated that the Brazilians had the night

before evacuated the Chaco. We therefore got no pro-

visions from that quarter, l)ut the mules helped us to get

some elsewhere. The men einajsiicd the boxes of claret

with the butt-ends of their muskets, and many of them got

drunk. I sent a portion of the diary up to Lopez by a

spy, who went round through the woods and arrived

safely.

\ It was therefore necessary to try some other method of

obtaining provlsionB ; and, getting together every avail-

able man, including 50 artillerymen with sabres, I mus-

tered a force of 550 men, of which I sent, on the night

I

of the 2Gth, 100 fusiliers and three small fieldpieces,

i under Major Orihuela, about two miles along the old

I trench of Pikysyry, to effect a diversion, and to make
I as much noise as they could; whUe Captain Ortiz, with

\ the remaining 450 men, sixty of whom were mounted

; on mules and horses, went silently and rapidly to a large

\ inclosure about haiiway to Villeta, where, by means of

i
spies, I knew that the enemy kept some cattle at night.

I

It succeeded admirably, a small force of the enemy, with

(three guns, opposing Major Orihuela at long range, while

iOrtiz went along, passing a guard which fired on him, but

\\vhose fire he did not return, and^ entei iuu the cnciusure,

ilrove out all the cattle. Just as he was returning, a re-

giment of the enemy's cavalry charged him> but was imme-
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diately driven back, and had to look on while Ortiz

drove away the cattle. He only lost one man wounded^

and Major Orihuela one missing. Our food was quite

out; and , this put us in great spirits again. The cattle

were driven between the chains round the battery, and

next morning was counted, numbering 248 head, besides

14 horses.

I had arranged a system of telegraphic signals, by

means of flags, for communicating with Lopez when the

telegraph wire was cut» On the night of the 26th, the

night before he was routed, Lopez wrote to us, saying

:

* Here we are getting ou very well, and there is no fear.

The enemy is in his last agony and desperate, and nothing

troubles him so much as the impossibility of moving with

the great number of wounded he has.' We did not know
at Angostura of the defeat of Lopez. On account of the

|

w^oods all round, only his house was visible, and we saw,
j

1

with a teliiscope, in front of it a tent, which was not likely

to be there imless Lopez was gone, ^o one however, of

course, wouhl ever have hinted at the possibility of Lopez'

being defeated, and we really knew nothing.

The allied army marched dow n from Ita Yvate with its

artillery on the 28th, and took up poslllons for attacking

us, while the ironclads were continually bombarding irom

above and below the batteries ; in the afternoon they sent

a flag oftruce with a despatch. I sentword to them that I

could not receive it, but they might send it to Lopez,

whose headquarters were close by. Just at the same

moment, a monitor belonging to the squadron above the

batteries hoisted a flag of truce, and came floating down
with the current. We shouted to her to stop, and I sent

Captain Ortiz, in a little rowing-boat, to see what ihey

wanted. Tlie ironclad, however, still came on, and I then

fired a blank cartridge, upon which she becran to steam

right under the battery. I then called back Captain Ortiz,
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and fired into the monitor with the 8-inch guns, upon

which she quickly made off with her flag of truce. It

being too late that evening, next morning I wrote the

following protest, and sent it with a flag of trace to the

allied generals

^ To their ExceUendea the GetieraU of the Allied Army at

war against the Republic ofParaguay

•

* Yesterday, about P.M., one of the monitors

above the batteries of Angostura raised her anchor

and floated down with the stream, bearing a flag of truce

lit her masthead. On approachini^ the battery she was

several times ordered to anchor, and sigimls to that effect

were also made to her with a white handkerchief from the

battery. Two officers also went out in a small boat to

receive the flag of truce,

* Notwithstanding all this, the monitor continued her

journey, and put on steam, when by a blank cartridge she

was signalled to stop. As she took no notice of this

eidier, but kept on approaching the battery under steam,

when she was opposite to it we had to fire into her with

ball, upon which she turned round and went back again.

*We energetically protest against this abuse of the

flag of truce, tiirowing all the responsibility upon the

commander of the monitor, who attempted to profit by
the use of that flag, without respecting those laws which
ought to make it inviolable.

*We be- your Excellencies that, if you have any

answer to return to this communicatiou, you will send it

to headquarters.
^ George Thompson.
'LuoAS Cabbillo.

< Angostuia, December 29, 1868/
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The officers who took tliis letter were introduced to all

the allied generals, who told them the abuse should be

enquired into, and the commanderof the monitor punished.

They also took the opportunity to send a verbal message;

to the effect that Lopez had been routed and lost all his

men, &c. ; that we could get no assistance from him, and

that it would be useless bloodshed to resist ; and that if we
did not capitulate that day, the attack would commence on
the next—adding that, if we wished, we could send and

examine Lope;5* headquarters. The officers also brought

me a private letter from an Englishman who had been a

witness of everything at Ita Yvate, and who was

taken prisoner by the Allies on the 27th, in which he

told me the true state of the case. I therefore determined

to send a conmussion to It4 Yvat^j and despatched five

officers with a letter to the allied generals, saying that

by so doing we did not throw any doubt upon their

respectable word.

The commission returned late in the afternoon, and rc- ^

ported that they had seen our wounded and talked to

them, and that Lopez' fcroops had been completely defeated.

I therefore sawthat no succour could be expected from him.

We had only ninety rounds of ammunition to a gun, which

would, in case of an attack, have lasted only two hours

;

our provisions oould last only ten days ; we had only 800

fighting-men, and were surrounded hj the fleet on the

river, and by 20,000 men on the land side. The position

was, therefore, quite untenable ; and I called together the

chiefs, the officers, and lastly the troops, and explained

the case to them, putting it to them whether it would not

be better to capitulate and save their lives, which oould

then be of use to theircountry, rather than that all should
|

die there, killing certainly a large number of the enemy,
}

but with the certainty of everyone perishing. With the

exception of one officer^ Lieutenant Fleitas« all were
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for capitukting, and we wrote and sent the following

letter * ;

—

*To their Excellencies the Generals of the Allied Army at

War wUh the RepubUe of Parojguay*

* Havinff well considered the proposal of your Excel-

lencieSy and having consulted the chiefs and oiiicers of

this garrison, we have resolved upon eyacuating Angos-

tura, provided we do so with all the honours of war,

everyone keeping the rank he now holds, and his

adjutants, assistants, &c., guaranteeing that the troops

will lay down their arms at a convenient place, without

this condition extending to the chiefs and ofiicers, who
will keep theirs.

' Your Excellencies will guarantee the liberty of every

one to go wherever he pleases,

' God preserve your Exceilendes.

' Geobge Thompson.
* Lucas Carbillo.

' Angoatma, December 30, 18S8.'

The following answer was immediately returned :

—

* Headgnarters, opposite AngoBtura, December 30, 1868,

^ To MeBsre* George Thompson and Lucas CarriHo,

Commanders (f the Fortifications of Angostura,

^ The undersigned reply, in the following manner^ to

the communication of to-day^ of Messrs* Thompson and
Carrillo.

* That, having in view the avoidance of useless blood-

ehed» they had not hesitated to prolong, until this morn-

ing, the term of six hours, which they marked yesterday

for ite surrender.
ft

* See Appendix, No. ILL
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' *The undersigned gaarantee to those who fonn the

garrison of Angostura, that they shall keep the military

rank which they actually hold^ as well as their adjutants

and assistants.

* That they equally consent that the chiefs and officers

of the garrison of Angostura shall keep their swords,

under their word of honour not to use them against the

Allies during this war.

^ That, finally^ they concede the honours of war to the

soldiers of the garrison of Angostura : that marching out j

with their arms> they shall deposit them in the place in*
|

dioated by the undenagned^ or by their order. I

* Marquez de Caxias. I

* Juan A. Gtelly y Obes. \

* Enrique Castbo.'
j

At 12 o'clock we inarched out^ and the troops^ having

deposited thehr arms, were divided into three portions, to

be rationed by the three allied armies, until they could

dispose of themselves. Caxias offered to send me either

to Buenos Ayres or to England* I declined his offer,

having enough money with me to pay for my passage to

Buenos Ayres. I then went up to It^ Yvat^, where

I found 700 of our wounded in Lopez' house alone, their

wounds not having been even dressed. The ground was

still covered with dead in different stages of decomposi-

tion. I obtained leave from Caxias to send up some medical
students I had had with me- at Angostura to attend to

the wounded, and at my request, General Gelly y Obes
sent twenty-five men to assist them. I then bivouacked,

with some of my men, under some orange-trees, near

Angostura, for two days, and afterwards went to Villeta,

where I was most kindly received by Captain Haukes, on
H.M.8. 'Cracker,* and went with him to Asuncion,

where I remained two days on board, paying a visit to the
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deserted town, which was being sacked by the Brasdlians.

The houses looked as if they were inhabited: all the

furniture and everythino: was left exactly as if the people

were still there. I then went down to Buenos Ayres, where

I was met hj a kind brother, and again under his roofex-

perienced die comforts of a civilised life, after eleven

years' residence in Paraguay, during the last foor of

which I had undergone many hardships.

The Allies were, however, determined that the war
should not yet be brought to an end, and, instead of

sending their cavalry to follow np Lopez, ihey marched
to Asuncion, which the Brazilians occupied, and sacked,

the Arj^entines taking the more dignified course of

encamping outside the town.

Lopez* resources, at the beginning of the year 1869,

consisted of 6,000 wounded men in hospital in the Cor-

dillera, which is a low range of hills, forty to fifty miles

from Asuncion, and six from the line of railway, lie

had ahout twelve small fieldpieces, no muskets, and no

ammunition, and five small steamers which he had taken

into the Biacho Manduvir^.^ The Brazilians have pur-

posely allowed many of their prisoners to go and join him,

as they are determined not to leave a Paraguayan of any

age or ssex alive ; and when Lopez has got together as

many men as it is possible for him to collect, they will

fight him agam, and then again give him time to get up
another poor force*

Lopez has, all through, acted from the impulses of

personal pride, ambition, and avarice, and has not been

able to hide these motives. The Allies, on the contrary,

while professing extreme humanity, have, under the cloak

of 'civilised warfare,' exterminated the Paraguayan

nation, and never once tried to get at Lopez, the pretended

aim of their warfare.

* Mmdum, a ground-nut ; rd, liko; like a s;round-nut.
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After liaving a * Te Deum ' sung in Asuncion, Caxias

declared the war finished, and, without leave of absence,

left for Brazil^ where He was made a Duke by the

Emperor*
|

The termination of the Paraguayan war now entirely
|

depends on the state of Lopez' pantry, and will end when
j

.

his stock of wine and other good things has been con-jj

sumedj as he will then think he has done enough fop
|

glory.
\

1^
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CHAPTEE XXV.

COVOERHIirG TUB AXJ4RQJ&D COK8PIRA.or,A]r]) TBS airocihes oflopsz.

I APPBOACH a difficult subject^ but one which canuot be

passed over in silence. I know very little about it my-

self, and probably hardly anyone knows much, as the

victims and their executioners, with everyone else who
could give any information on the subject, are alike gone,

with the exception of a very few lucky ones who have

escaped, and some of whom it is to be hoped will publish

all they know about it. «

I shall begin wilih the affair of Mr. Washburn, the

United States' minister in l^arafruay, which throws more

light upon the subject than anything eke in my knowledge.

On arriving at Buenos Ayres from Paraguay, in Sep-

tember 1868> Mr. Washburn addressed a long letter to Mr.

Stuart, British minister to the Argentine Confederation.

The following extracts from this letter will be found

interesting:

—

* When I left Paraguay on the 12th instant, T regret

to inform your Excellency that nearly all the foreigners

in that country, including several of your countrymen,

were in prison ; and as I am the only person, beyond the

( reach of President Lopez' power, who has any personal

i knowledge of their situation, it seems to be my duty to

I
give any information I may posBsess. Unless speedy action

f is taken, there may be none left to tell the tale of their

\ annihilation
!'

V Mr. Washburn then i?oes on to sav that when the

ironclads had passed Humaita, Berges, the Minister
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for Foreign Affairs, told him that the town was ordered

to be evacuated, to which Mr. Washburn replied that

he Bhould not leave it. Many people brought him

thdr Taluables to take charge of, as they had to leave

immediately, and had no means of conveyance for them.

Several persons obtained an asylum in Mr. Washbunrs
house

;
among others Dr. Carreras and Mr. Rodriguez

—the fonner ex-Prime Minister of Monte Video, and

the latter ex-Secretaiy of the Legation. The people of

the legation hardly ever saw anyone, and when some

foreigner paid them a hasty visit with the permission

of the police, they got news of many people being sent

to prison, no one knew why.

In the middle of June the acting Portugaese consnl,

Leite Pereira, took, refuge in the legation, his exe-

quatur having been cancelled. On July 11 he was de-

manded by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Benitez

(Jos^ Berges was in the camp in irons), Mr. Washburn
being requested, at the same time, to expel from the

legation all those who were not members of it. Perehra,

hearing of this, determined to deliver himself up and

answer any charffes, as he was unconscious of bavinjj

committed any crime. As soon as he left the house he

was arrested and sent down to the army in irons. Next
morning, Mr. Washburn received an urgent letter de-

manding that Carreras and Rodriguez should leave his

house by one o'clock that day. Mr. Washburn told them"^

they might go or stay as they liked, and they preferred

going at once rather than waiting and enraging Lopez. \

They were also sent down to the army in irons.

On the same afternoon another demand was made, that

Mr. Masterman and iNIr. Bliss should be sent away ; these

were, however, members of the legation, the former being

medical attendant and the latter translator. Mr. Wash-
burn refused to give these up, and kept them with him
till he left, although many threatening letters were sent to

r -
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him. On their leaving the house with Mr, Washburn,

to go out of the country, they were both seized and sent

down in irons to the army. From the time that Leite

Fereira had entered Mr. Washburn's house, it was always

surrounded by a dozen policemen. At first Mr. Wash-
bum thought that only foreigners were being sent to

prison, but he knew afterwards that once a train had

arrived at midnight in Asuncion, full of Paraguayan

prisoners ; that nearly every man in the capital (Luque)—
the judges^ the clerks, accountants, and all save the Chief

of Police, Benitez, and the Vice-President - had been sent

down prisoners in irons to San Fernaudo. Mr* Wash-
burn then goes on to say:

* But what it was all for, no one in my house, as I yet

finnly believe, had the least idea. The published cor-

respondence, however, will show that about the 18th or

20th July, the Government suspected, or alFected to sus-

pect, a conspiracy, alleging that ex-minister Berges was

a traitor, and was in collusion with the enemy, and that

under my official seal I had transmitted the correspon-

dence to and iro between &e conspirators. At first, it

would seem that they were so confident of implicating me,

that they becraTi to publish the correspondence ; but after

receiving my letter of August 11, in which I showed so

many contradictions in die declarations that had been

made by the accused, probably under torture, they sus-

pended further publications. But it was not in the nature

of Lopez to show uTiy magna iiimity, or even justice, by
acknowledging he had been led into error by false. de-

positions. Men who know him would as soon accuse

him of ordinary courage as of magnanimity, and he was
never accused of that, except in his own Semanario^ of
whicli he is virtually the editor. During all this war

I^opez has never exposed himself to any personal danger;

he has never, on a single occasion, risked himself in

any battle; and while he was at Paso Pucu he had
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an immenBe cave, or ratber house, with walk of earth

over it, 20 feet thick, from which he never ventured for

weeks together. At the same time that his organ was

filled, ad nauseam, with accounts of the great Lopez

leading, with dauntless Talour, his legions to victory, he

was sitting quakmg and quivering in his cave, afraid to

venture out lest a ball might reach him. On one ocea^

sioD, some two years ago, when he was out with the Bishop (

and his staff, a shell struck at a distance of half a mile or

more from his Excell^^. Instantly the brave Lopez

turned and ran, like a scared sheep, with his staff, in-

cluding the Bishop, after him, the latter losing his hat as

he fled ati righted after his chief.* ....
* It w^as not, however, till August that I heard, besides

the conspiracy against the Govenuuent, that there had been

a great robbery of the public treasury. • , « . This

discovery was probably not made till some months after

the removal to Luque, as, about the month of June, we
found that all those foreigners who had made any money

during the past years, and were most likely to have any

money in their houses, were arrested and sent below.

Among them were English, French, Italians, Spaniards,

Germans, and Portuguese. The plan of Lopes appears to

be to get this money into his hand, and then, by torture or

threats, to ej^tort confessions of the owners being either

conspirators or plunderers of the treasury. On these con-

fessions they will be probably executed, on the precau-

tionary principle of footpads and other murderm, that

"dead men tell no tales," liuw Lopez expects to escape

with the money thus obtained, I do not know. Perliaps

he thinks that some neutral gunboat yn\l take him and his

plunder away at the last moment* But I here give notice

that ibe money thus taken does not belong to Lopez. It

is the property of citiaens of those Powers that are able to

* This is an actual facti it happened about Mcgr 19, 1866, near Pa«o Gomez.

X
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pursue it and return it to its rightful owners. . . .
*.

To the last moment, Lopez hesitated wlietlier to keep me

a prisoner or not; he wants no one to survive him capable

of telling the world of bis enonmties, and of all those

whose declarations have been given in the correspondence

lately published, not one wiU be allowed to escape, nor

will any of those persons before whom theywere made. For

once beyond the reach of Lopez, they would declare that

they had never made them> or had made them under

tortmre.*

The following are extracts from a letter sent to Lopez

by Mr. Washburn, from on board the *Wasp,* as he was

leaving Paraguay :

—

)
^ Before finally leaving Paraguay, it is my duty to

make my solemn protest against the arrest of those two

members of my legation, P. C. Bliss and G. F. Master-

man. Their arrest in the street, as thev were ^omg; with

me from the legation to pass on board the steamer, w^as

as gross a violation of the Law of Nations as would have

been their seizure by force in my house. It was an act,

not only against my Government, but against all civilised

Powers, and places Paraguay outside the pale of the family

of nations, and for this act you will be reofarded as a common
enemy, one denying allegiance to the Law of Nations.

' You will also be regarded as a common enemy, for

having seized and made prisoners, and loaded with fetters,

nearly all the foreigners in Paraguay, and afterwards

entered their houses and taken away their money, on the

miserable pretext that, finding less in your treasury than

you expected, those who had any money in the country

must therefore have robbed it from the Gk>vemment»'

There was a very lengthy correspondence in Paraguay
between ^Ir. Washburn and the Foreign Oiliee ; before it

was concluded, Benitez, the minister, was also taken down
to the army and shot

Among Lopez' papers, taken at It& Yvat6 in Decem-
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ber 1868, there is a book containing a diary of tlic execu-

tions, &c. in connection with this alleged conspiracy ; this

list has been published, and is in my hands ; there can be

no doubt as to its authenticity and correctness* It b^ns
-with June 19^ and ends on December 14, after ivhich

there were still executions, but they are not entered here.

The name of every iiidividual is ixiven, and were the list

not so long it would be inserted whole. I have, however,

made the following abstract :

—

Foreigners executed 107

td:''€lieduiim8on** ^ ...... 113
220

Paraguayans eoncuted . 176

Id : " died in prison " 8S
264

Eicecnted on A.ugust 22, the nationality not being expressed . . So
** Died " on the road between San Fernando and Pik vsyry . . 27

Total number of victims np to December 14 .... 596

This list is only of those stated to have been concerned

in the conspiracy. Two are marked in the list as shot, but

as having died immediately before the execution. Five are

marked dowii as bayonetted, and one as lanced. Ainonj^

those said to have died in prison is a lady. Dona Maria de

Jesus Eguzquiza. Three Englishmen are among the

victims—one of them being Mr. Stark^ a merchant, and

another Mr. Watts, who behaved so well at the Battle of

Riachuelo. In this document, M. Libertat, the French

chancellor, who was taken away in the French gunboat,

is entered as having been ' sent to the capital.'

People who would not 'confess' were put to the torture^

by having their heads bound down into their knees, and /

being trussed with muskets.* They were also beaten,

many of them to death, with lassos and sticks, and some

had their hands smashed with mallets. It was all kept ^

^

* I believe Mr. Masterman, who was subjected to this foiim of torture,

has a wwk on Bavsguay ready for the press*

I 2
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' perfectly secret, though everyone knew^ more or less,

that many people were being executed. Those who are

y put down in that list as ha\ing ' died ' in prison, died

/ under torture, or irom the effects of it; and those who
( are said to have * died ' on the road from San Fernando to

Pikysyry, were prisoners who got tired and could go no

further. (The march Avas about 1 20 miles). They were

taken aside into the bush and bayonetted.

Many French and Italians figure in this list, and they

had consuls in Paraguay, who were continually visiting

Lopez and Mrs. Lynch at their headquarters. The
conduct of these frentlemen has been, to bay the least of

it, quite inexplicable.

After leaving Angostura, I met a captain who had been

taken prisoner on the 27th, and who said that he himself
' had commanded a firing-party on the 2lBt, and had eze-

^ cuted General Barrios, the Bishop,Benigno Lopez, Colonel

7 Al^n, the ^\ ife of Colonel Martinez,* and some others.

f These executions took place in sight of Lopez' sisters,

^ who had been horribly beaten, no one knew why> and who
were then sent off to the country in carts. During one

of the last days at ltd Yyat^, when there were still a few

of these j)risoncrs left, Lopez rode past where they were,

when two of them successively, Mr. Treuenfeldt, director

of the telegraph, and Mr. Taylor, master-mason, an
Englishman, begged him to let them free. He pretended

to be quite surprised thatthey were prisoners, and ordered

them to V)e liberated. I saw tlieni both afterwards; they

were absolutely nothing but skin and bone, and have

neither of them any idea why they were imprisoned.

Captain Saguier, who had |^yed a distinguished part in

y^he Battles of Curuzd and Carupayty, was imprisoned

\ and tortured because, having been named inquisitor, and
• V Ret to examine some of the prisoners, he found no guilt

' in them, and said so ; he was therefore put among them

* Vide p. 277.
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himself, but, thanks to an exceUent constitatioiiy survived

ti]l he was released on Deoember 22, to command the

artillery, but was wounded on the same day.

There can be little doubt that tlie object of Lopez, in

all this, was to get into his hands all the money, public T
and private, existing in the country ; and that, at the same

tune, he profited by the opportunity to put away everyone

against whom he had the least spite. The robbery of the

treasury was a thing impossible to be done in Paraguay

except by himself, on account of the manifold systems of

espionage always at work, especially in this department.

ASbeae ordering all the pubUe moneys to be deposited

in his own coffers, and most probably buryed in different

parts of the country, he had everj/o/ie who had anything

to do with the treasury or public offices, or with his pri-

vate stewardship, taken down to the army and murdered,

so that there is no one alive now who has the remotest

idea where the Paraguayan treasury money is, except

himself. All the merchants and others who had any

money were treated in the same manner, and their

money and papers seized by Lopez' agents, and probably

buried in places known to himself. Mr. Stark had in

his possession the money ofmany people besides his own*

It was all seized, and even the loose shillings in his wife's

pocket were taken.

Much of the money thus obtained was doubtless taken

away by some of the neutral war-vessels whicdi visited

Angostura at the end of 1866. Neither the English nor

the United States' vessels, however, did any transactions

in this line.

Many ladies were among the prisoners thus tortured,

besides Lopez' own sisters. His mother paid him another

visit at It& Yvat^, probably to intercede for her children,

but he seems-to have paid not the slightest attention to

her piay era.
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CHAPTER XXVL

VEBSONAL CHABAGTBB OF LOPEZ,

FuAXCisco Solano Loi kz is a very stout man, about

f(»rty-five years of age. He is short, but has a eommand-
iiig presence. In England he would be called darkish,

betng about the colour of Spaniards generally, witk black

hair ; bis han^ and feet are very smalL When in a good
temper he is well looking, and his manners and conver-

nation very agreeal)le ; on the contrary, when in an ill-

humour, he can look remarkably black. He is careful of

Hb appearance, fond of military finery, eepeciaUy in his

staff, and has a somewhat peculiar strut when walking.

His legs are short, with a decided bend backwards. He
has a good seat on horseback, and when youn^ used to

be a hard rider. Now, however, it is a labour to him to

get on and oif his hme. He is of yery indolent habits

;

wiU sit down for many hours, talking, or stand an equally

long time, his walks limiting themselTes to one or two

hundred yards.

He is extremely fond of jVIrs. Lynch's chiidren, but

not of his other ones, of whom he has a number by dif-

ferent women. He entertains friendly feelings for no

C one, as he has shot almost all those who have been most

^ favoured by himself, and who have been for years his

.* only companions. He is a great smoker, and lover of the

'table i he eats enormously; after dinner, when in a good

humour, he occasionally sings a short song. He has a
large stock of good claret, of which he is very fond, and
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which no one at his table used to dhuk but himself—not

even Mrs. Lynch or the Bishop ; people dining with him
were served with an inferior class of wine. During some
months, at Paso Pucu, he used to play draughts with the

Bishop the whole day lon|j. The Bishop used to be up

long before him, and used to go and wait in Lopez' cor*

ridor with his hat in his hands. When Lopez came out,

the Bishop shuffled up towards him with a deprecating

look, and made a deep bow, to which Lopez would return

a nod, without touching his cap. Lopez speaks French

fluently, always conversing in that language with Mrs.

Lynch, who was educated in France. He knows a very

little English, and of course Spanish well, that being the

official language of the country ; however, he never spoke

anything but Guarani to the men and officers, including

myself. This Guarani is a most charming and expressive

language, though many words have to be borrowed from

the Spanish, to express things with which the original

Lidians were not acquainted.

Lopez is a good speaker, especially in die kind of ora- (/

tory likely to inspire his troops with confidence in him-

self and themselves, and with contempt for the enemy.

He rarely himself did or said anything to disgust people,

^ving his orders for these things to General Besquin.

He would allow no one to iniliate a joke in his presence,

though iond of making one himself; he is a great stickler

for his dignity, and used to make even hiis brothers call

him * Your Excellency.' He has an iron will, and an in- )
tense pride, and a great .reluctance ever to give a counter-

^
order after he has once settled anything. He is, when j
he likes, very smooth and gentlemanly, and capable of

imposing even ou diplomats, and making them believe

anything he wishes.

He never feels the loss of his best officers and men,

except SB having so many men less to fight with^ but
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he was particularly careful that the enemy should not

know where he was, for which purpose he abolished the

brass helmets of his guard and also its banner, and hid

the guard behind some onthouses. He did not allow the

guards to turn out, or even the sentries to present arms,

on the three or four occasions on which he visited part of

the armJ, lest the enemy should see and recognise him.

He also gave up unng his fayourite scarlet ' poncho,' em-
broidered with gold, and wore a straw hat, instead of his

kepi, and wore his gold-laced saddle-cloth inside out.

He had his horse saddled every inoi-ning and liis carriages

harnessed, before daylight, to be ready for a bolt, should

the enemy make an entrance into his lines anywhere.

At the beginning of the war he rarely took any drink

except at his meals, but latterly got into the habit of

calling for a glass of port-wine veryoften throughout the

day. This habit commenced a little before he began

his last atrocities, and doubtless had a great influence

in making him cruel. During this period, however, he
was generally in a good humour outwardly. At San
Fernando he used to go out with his children and fish in

a lagoon near the headquarters.

The following story, which was told me by an eyewit^

ness, will give an idea of his summary ' justice^' During

the last days of December, a corpond of his escort went
on horseback to Lopez' steward, and asked him for a drop

of spirits. The steward, who was an officer, asked him
what he wanted spirits for, and told him to go and fight.

Upon this the corporal became impertinent, and said, ^ Oh,
yes, it's all very fine to talk. The enemy is all round us^

and we shall soon be finished up.' After a little resist-

ance, the officer got hhn off his horse and took him by his

collar to Lopez, who was at breakfast in his tent. After

hearing what the officer had to say, Lopez said to him^
' Take him outside and kill him.' The officer took the
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man, who made no resistance, outside Lopez^ tent, and

there split his head in two with his sword.

HiB distrust of everyone is illustrated in the followingZ,

occurrences. In Augmtt^ 1866, a Yankee, Mr. Manlove,^

presented himself at our outposts, and was taken up to

headquarters. lie stated that he had come to make cer-

tain business proposals to Lopez, who however would

not see him. At length, by means of a third party, he

told Ifopez that, having at his disposal three Tessds in

the West Indies, in every way adapted for privateering,

he had come to ask him for letters of marque for them

to prey upon Brazilian commerce. Lopez pretended tijN

believe he was only a spy, and would have nothing to do

with him, keeping him under arrest for some time. At [

length lie was let ont, and Mrs. Lynch used to send him ^

presents of beer, &e« . He was, however, at length brought

down and sliot as a conspirator.

In July 1867,.Major Von Versen, a distinguished officer

on the Prussian Staff, presented himself at our outposts*

He was sent by the Prussian Government to observe the

war from the Paraguayan side. On bis arrival at Bio
Janeiro, the Brazilians threw him into prison, believing,

or professinsf to believe, that he was going to join Lopez

as a conmiander in his army. After some time, the Prus*

sian minister procured bis release, and he went on to

Buenos Ayres. Here again tbe Government Ibrew him
into prison, and after a great deal of interference in his

behali", he was liberated on condition that he should not

go to Paraguay before he had made a trip overland to

Chili, which was also in bis programme. He accord-

ingly started across the Pampas for CbiU, arrived

there and returned, and went to Paraguay, having

ridden about 3,000 miles on horseback, to keep to his

promise. He left his papers in his portmanteau at Cor-

rientes, with an agent of Lopez', who used to comma*
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ideate by means of the Indians in the Chaco, and who
was to send the portmanteau immediately to Lopez.

Arriving at tlie allied camp, he bought the best horsa he

could get, and one morning made a bolt for it, and got

into the Paraguayan lines. Here his arms were tied

behind him, his horse and oLodieB taken from him, and he

was treated as a spy; but although his papers never

turned up, Lopez at la.st became convinced that he was

really what he represented himself to be, and he was

allowed to walk about near his hut only. On the retreat

through the Chaco, however, he was placed in the chain-

gang, and had to do that journey on foot, and the same
again from the Tebicuary to Pikysyry, being all the time

among the prisoners. He luckily escaped with his life at

the last.
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CHAPTEK XXVIL

ENQINEBBINO NOTB&

I MUST commence diis chapter hj stating ihat, at the

beginning of the war, I had no pretensions to a know-

ledge of military engineering or artillery beyond what I

could pick up irom some books which I was able to obtain

in Paraguay, and which I studied for the occasion. The
principal of these were Macanlay^s ^ Field Fortification/

* The Professional Papers of the Corps of Royal Engin-

eer,' and various works on artillery. Colonel Wisner,

a Hungarian, was the chief engineering officer in the

Paraguayan army, but he was very ill during the whole

of the war, and was unable to attend to anything, so that

all the work fell to my share.

After some experiments in diflferenl modes of sketch

surveying, I adopted tlie following, which I I'ound to

answer well, both as regards expedition and accuracy. I

stitched together a few sheets of foolscap paper, and the

book thus formed I carried loose in a stb9P portfolio of its

own size. In the centre of the book I pricked right

through it, by means of a circular protractor, every five

degrees throughout the circle. These I numbered on

every page, as I began to sketch on that page, after taking

the bearing of the general direction my sketch was likeljr

to run in, and then ruled the N. and S., and the E. and

W. lines. I doubled up a quarter of a sheet of foolscap

till it was about an inch wide, and on its edges I marked

my scales. This served both for scale and rule. Having
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fixed my startmg-point on the paper, so that the sketch

would not rim off it, I took beariDgs, with a small hand

prismatic compaBs, to all objects I could see, and these

bearinprs T laid down by applying mv paper-scale to the

proper bearing on the pricked protractor, and carefully

shifting it along thence, in a parallel direction, to my
station on the paper, and then ruling a line. I then

estimated the distance, which I laid down by scale.

Going by one road and coming back round by another,

I have often found the discrepancies smaller than 1 should

have expected. I surveyed in this manner a great part

of the Bellaco, the whole of the ground between Tebi-

cnary and Pilar, the River Tebicuary, and the country

immediately north of it, also the ground about Tebicuary.

Of the ground within a radius of more or less than ten to

twelve miles of Paso Pucu, I made a very detailed trigo-

nometrical survey, and a chained compass survey of the

road along the north of the Tebicuary. I also made a
trigonometrical survey of the River Paraguay, from Curu-

payty to its fall into the Parand.

With the exception of some of the old batteries of

Humaiti, which were revetted with brickwork, all our

defences consisted of earthworks, wiih sod or hurdle

revetments. The trace usually employed was iktA of

continued lines, as will be seen by a reference to the

accompanying dra^vings. The ground was in general so

irregular, that no definite form could be given to the

works ; but redans were placed to flank the approaches,

which were acoesdble only through the passes, opposite to

which re-entering angles were alwayb j)laced. Small

salient angles were made for guns, in order that they

might project beyond the line of trench where the in-

fantry was placed, and which they could consequently

flank. The guns were all mounted en harheUe, to give

them the widest possible field for action, by means of
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raised platforms. The Para^ayans had not many in-

fantry, and they relied most on their artillery in cabe of

an attack.

The profile was almost the same in all the works, the

ditch b^ng made generally twelve feet wide and ax deep,

with a slope of 4. No berm was ever made, but the ex-

terior slope of the parapet and the scarp formed one, the

earth being generally strong enough to admit of this.

The exterior slope was revetted with sod-work ;
being in

one slope with the scarp, it was much more difficult to be

scaled than if it had had a berm. A banquette was made

genei ally about twelve to eighteen inches high and three

feet wide, being formed entirely of sods. In places ex-

posed to be bombarded, the parapets were gradually made

higher, and a furdier protection given to the men, by

digging a small ditch to the rear of the banquette, in

which they could sit. At Curupayty the bombardment

was so continual that hide-sheds had to be made over this

ditch and the banquette, as shown in the sketch *

The turf in Paraguay is much more solid than in

England, and the thicker the sods were cut the better

revetments they appeared to make ; the best revetment

we had was made of hurdle-work. At the batteries

of Fortiu, at the Tebicuary, I revetted some traverses

twelve feet high, with hurdle-work, of which the pickets

were the whole height of the traverse, with a very

light slope, and were interwoven with a creeper called

* Usiipo,' which grows to a length of many yards, and

is about I -inch thick. Three or four of these were

twisted together into a sort of rope, which formed the

basket-work, and was also carried across in many places

between the stakes, to act as ties. This creeper has the

property of not rotting under the earth, and was very

useful. It made a very neat and good revetment, which,

* See Plate V,
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being frequently struck hy 150-poander Whitworth

Bhells^ received no damage beyond that of the basket-

work being cut just where the shell entered, which left

hardly any trace of its passage. The sod-woi k, on the

contrary^ when struck by a shot, would be considerably

disarranged. At Angostura, as none of this creeper was

to be obtained, the works had to be revetted with hurdlee

made of flexible rods. This was not nearly so good, but

was still much superior to the sod-work.

In Plates VL and VII. are shown the two methods ol

mounting our 8-iiich guns. The first figure is the old

mounting, by whi<^ the garrison are necessarily exposed,

when no embrasures are used. The defect becomes

worse from the pivot beino^ at the end instead of in the

centre of the slide, as our guns had to be so mounted that

they might fire in any direction, either to the front or to

the rear. In the trench shown at the right battery, the

few infantry of the garrison were to stand to defend it

against a land attack, and the guns were to fire »i;ra])e and

canister over their heads, which were protected by the

parapet. The mode of mounting the guns in the left

batleiy ahnost completely protected the garrison which

worked the guns, while they were also much more easily

traversed, being mounted on rollers. By the inclination

given to tlie slide, the gun was run out with greater

facility, besides the advantage of not straining the

breechmgs. The mound of earth over the powder-maga^

zines served also as a parapet against the land side, and

the garrison of each gun was thus protected on every

side. In case of an attack by land, the guns would fire

over the powder-magazines, the doors of which wereon

the opposite side to the guns, and tlie battery was itself

protected by a deep ditch, enfiladed by a 32-pounder,

placed at the re-entering angle. This 32-pounder, and

also the left guu in the buLLcry, were protected by
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BOOM ACBOSS THE BIVEB AT FOBTIN. 885

epaalments from the fire of the fleet, as it was of the

utmost importance that these two guns shouhl not be

dismounted in action. Every gun in the battery had a

small deep embrasure to enable it to fire down on to the

ironclads just below it, should they seek for protection

by passing under the high bank of the river. Between

the magazines and the ditch there was a smaller ditch, in

which ^vere kept spare carriages, tackle, &c.

With the view of closing the navigation of the river,

to the irondads, X had a boom made and stretched across

the river at Fortin.* It was formed, of logs of Timb6
wood (which floats), about eighteen feet long and eighteen

inches in diameter, joined together by shackies so as to

form a kind of chain. We had no iron suiBciently

strong to make these shackles, and we manufactured

them out of double-headed rails taken from the rail-

way, and cut in two lengthways. The chain was made

a quarter longer than the breadth of the river, and was

fastened at each end to four strong piles driven into

the ground. When in position, it assumed a curve, as

shown in Plate IIL It was almost all under water by-

its own weight, and the Brazilians might have fired at it

for a long time, mth little chance of damaging it. Had
they steamed up against it they could not have broken it,

as they would have gradually been brought to by the

form the chain assumed; and no small boat could ap-

proach it, as from the force of the Qurrent it was m a

continual vertical motion, which, from its great weight,

rendered it dangerous to small craft. At first, the

heads of the logs were not secured with iron rings,

and some of them split at the bolt-holes. I then

sent the chain back to Asuncion, and had iron rings

shrunk on all the heads of the logs ; but on its return,

by tlie stupidity of the persons bringing it, ou a dark

* See Fkte Y.
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986 THE WAK Us FA&AGUAT.

night, it passed the t>attery before we were aware it was
on the road, and going down with the current, it was loBt.

Although the ironcbuis were in range of the battery, they

did not perceiTe it go by, and it has probably been carried

into some creek to astonish the Indians.

b
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APPENDIX.

No. I.

—

(^See page 20.)

Protest of the Paraguayan Government against the

intervention of Brazil in the Banda Oriental,

Foreign Office, Asuncion, August 30, 1864.

The undersigned, Minister of Foreign Affairs, has received

orders horn his Excellency the President of the Eepublio to ad-

diQfls diis note to your Excelleiu^, actuated bjrthe motiyeB which

he proceeds to explain.

The nndereigned has received from hii Ezedlency Mr. Vas^

qnez Sagaatiune, Besident Minister of the Oriental Bepublic, a

note dated 25th instant, addressed to him hj order of his Goyem-
ment, and enclosing copies of the last ooraespondenoe exchanged

between that Grovemment and his Exoeflency Mr. Oonncillor

Sariiiva, Minister-PlenipolGntiary of his Majesty the Emperor of

Brazil, in that Republic, consisting of three notes dated 4th, 9th,

and 10th instant.

Tlie attention of the Government of the undersigned has been

seriously drawn to the important and unexpected contents of

these notes, on acconnt of the interest it takes in the settlement

of the difficulties in the Banda Oriental, to the &te of which

State it cannot be indifferent ; and also with die object of appre-

ciating the motives which mayhave led to such a violent solution.

The moderation and foresight which characterise the policy of

the Imperial Govermnent, authorised that of Paraguay to expect

a different solution to its claims against the GoTemmentof Monte

z
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Yideo^ and this hope was fttmcled greatly on ihe &cfc ttiat Mr.

Saraira, and e?eii the Imperial Gabinet, when deelinhig die

mediation offered by this Goremment at the request of tlie

Oriental, statt^d that iL was unnecessary on account of the friendly

course the question was takinpr.

The Governiiient of the uudersiL'-nLd rrspects the right which

is inherent in all GovernmentSf ot arranging any differences or

leclamations when satisfaction and justice have been reflised, with-

out losing sight of its right to appreciate for itself the manner in

which those anangementB aie carried out, or of the inflaence it

may have over the fiite oflliosewho are legitimately interested in

the result

The demand made by his Ezeellency Mr. Cotmcillor Sazaiya

to the Oriental Grovemment, in his notes of the 4th and lOth of

this month, is that his claims should be satisfied within the

peremj)tory term of six days, failing which he threatens to n:;tke

reprisals with the Imperial land and sea forces, M-hich means an

occupation of part of that territory in case its Government refuses

to attend to and satisfy the claims, as appears from the note of

his £zce]leQcy the Minister of Foreign Affiurs, dated 9 th instant.

This is one of the cases in which the Government of the under-
signed cannot lose sig^t of its rig^t to appreciate the mode of

effecting the satis&ction of (he claims of yonr KTcellency^a Go-
vernment, because its resnlts may influence the legitimate in^-

terests ofParaguay.

A painiiil impression has been made on Ihe mind of the Go-
vernment of the imdersigned by the alternative of the ultimatum

contaiiied in his Excellency Mr. Councillor Saraiva's notes of the

4th and 10th instant to the Oriental Government, in which he

demands an impossibility, from the internal state of the country,

and for the removal of which neither the prestige of Messrs.

Thornton, Elizalde, and Saraiva, nor the consent and abnegation

of the Oriental Government, were sufficient.

The refusal of his EzceUency Mr. Councillor Sandra to the

.proposal made to him by ^e Oriental Groyemment, to flubmit the

reclamations to arbitratioii, has been no less painful to the Go-
vernment of the undersignedt the more bo as that principle had

served as a base to the Imperial Grovernment in its reclama-

tions with his Brazilian Majesty.
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The Groyemment of die Republic of Paraguay deeply deplores

that jour Excellency's Goremment has thought fit to separate

itself on this occasion from its moderate policy, in which it should

confide now more tlian ever, after adhering to the stipulations ot*

the Congios.s of Paris; but it cannot see with iudiileieiK e, and

much less consent to, the occupation of any part of the liepiiblic

of Uruguay by Brazilian forces, either naval or military, in exe-

cution of the alternative of the Imperial ultimatum, either tem-

porarily or permanently; and his Excellency the President of

the Eepublic has ordered the undersigned to declare to your Ex-

cellency, as representatiye of his Majesty tihe Emperor of Brazil,

ihat the GoTemment of the Republic of Paraguay will consider as

infringing on the equiUbrinm of the States of the Plata any occu*

pation, by the Imperial forces, of Monte-Videan territory, from

the motives tiLiniod in the ultimatum of the 4th instant, sent to

the Oriental Government by the Special Minister-Plenipotentiaiy

of the Emperor, as that equilibrium interests Paraguay as a

guarantee of her safety, peace, and prosperity ; and that he pro-

tests in a most solemn manner against such an act, relieving

himself of all responsibility as to the results of this declaration.

Having thus carried out the orders of his Excellency the Presi*

dent of the BepubUc, the undersigned profits by the opportunity

to salute your Excellency with his most distinguished consider-

ation.

Josi Bsaaxs.

To his EsesUsnqr Hr. Cessr Sauvan Visnna de Lim&t

BMident Minister of his Migesly the Emperor of Brssil,

% 2
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No. 11.

Treat}! of Alliance against Paraguay ^ signed on May 1,

5^ i^^^rftr between the Plenipotentiaries of Uruguayy Brazil,

and the Argentine Eepublie^ takenfrom the Papers laid

before the House of Commons hy order ofHer Britannic

Majesty, in compliance with her Message of March 2,

1866.

The Government of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, the

Government of his Majesty the Emperor oi' Brazil, the Govern-

ment of tlie Argentine Republic :

The two last being actually at "vvar with the Government of

Paraguay, it having been declared against them by acts oi hos-

tility by that Government, and the first being in a state of hos-

tility, and its internal safety threatened by the said GoTemment,

which calnmniatea the itepublio, and abuses solemn treaties and

the international customs of dyilised nations, and which has com*

mitted unjustifiable acts after interrupting tihe relations with its

neighbours by the most abusive and aggressiTe proceedings

:

Being persuaded that the peace, saibty, and wellbeing of their

respective nations is impossible while the present Government

of Paraguay la^ts, and that it is imperatively necessary for the

greatest interests that that Government should disappear, at the

same time respecting the sovereignty, independence, and terri-

torial integrity of the Republic of Paraguay :

Have resolved to conclude a Treaty of Alliance, offensive and

defensive, with that object; and hare named their Plenipoten-

tiaries, as follows :

—

His Excellency the Provisbnal (Tovemor of the Oriental Re-

pnblic has named his Excellency Dr. CSarlos CSastro, Minister of

Foreign Af&irs ; His Majes^ the Emperor of Brazil, his Ex-
cellency Dr. J. Octaviano de Almdlda Bosa, councillor and deputy

to the General National Legislative Assembly and officer of the

Imperial Order of the Rose; his Excellency the President of

th<$ Aigentiue liepublio has named his Excellency JDr. Uufiuo
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de Elizalde, Minister of Foreign Affairs—who, having exchanged

their reapectiTe credentials, which they fi>iuid in good and due

fym^ agreed to the following

•

Art. 1.—^The Oriental Republic of Uruguay, his Majesty

the Emperor of Brazil, and tlie Argentine Republic* unite them-

fielves in an offensive and defensive Alliance for prosecuting the

war provoked by the Bepublic of Paragoay.

Art. 2.'*-The Allies will contribute witili all the means at

their disposal, by land and by water, as they many find con-

venient.

Art. 3.—The operations of the war commencing in Argen-

tine territory, or in Paraguayan bordering on Argentine, the

chief command and direction of the allied arms wiii be confided

to the President of the Argentine Republic and General-in-Chief

of its army, Brigadier-General Bartolom^ Mitre.

The maritime forces of the Allies will be under the immediate

command of Vice-Admiral Viscount Tamandar^, Commander-in-

Chief of the squadron of his Majesty the Emperor of Brazil.

The land forces of the Bepublic of TTmgnay, a division of the

Aigentine forces^ and one of the Brazilian forces, which will be

indicated by their respective commanders, will form an army
under the immediate orders of the Provisional Governor of the

Oriental Republic, Brigadier-General Venancio Flores.

The land forces of his Majesty the Emperor of Brazil will form

an army under the immediate orders of its General-in-Chief,

Brigadier Manuel Luis Osorio.

Although the high contracting Powers have agreed not to

change the field of operations, yet, with the object of protecting

the sovereign rights of the three nations, they have determined

that the chiefcommand shall be reciprocal should any operations

have to be carried on in Oriental or Bradlian territory.

Art. 4.—The internal militaiy order and economy of the

allied troops will depend solely on their respective chiefe.

The victuals, ammtmition, arms, clothing, equipments, and

means of transport of the allied troops will be supplied by their

respective States.

Art. 5.—The high contracting Powers will give each other
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any dUBnce or dements i^di iInj may nsqvire^ imder the

fonns to be alipiilated on that particalar.

Abt. 6.—The Allies hind themaelTes solemnly not to laj

down tlieir arms, unlets by mutual ocmsenti mitil they have

aboliahed the present Government of Paraguay, nor to trcuL

separately with the enemy, nor sign any treaty of peace, tmce or

armistice, or anv eoTsventiun Avliatever to put an end to or to

BUsjK'nd the war, unless by tlie common consent of all.

Abt. 7.—The war not being against the people of Paraguay^

but against the Government, the Allies will admit a Paraguayan

Legion, formed of the citizens of that nation, who wish to assist

in deposing the aaid GoTemment, and they will inniish it with

all necemaries in the fom and under the oonditKOns which shall

be established.

f Abt. 8.—^The Allies moreover bind themsetres to respect the

independence, flovereignty, and territorial integritjr of the Re-
public of Paraguay. Consequently, the Paraguayan people may
elect their own Governmentj and give it any institutions they

think fit ; nnne of the Allies incorporating it, nor pretending to

e8tal)lish any j)rotectorate, as a consequence of this war.

Airr. 9.—The independence, sovereignty, and territorial in-

tegrity of the Bepubiic of Paraguay will be guaranteed by the

^ high contracting Powers collectively, in conformity with the

ibregoing article^ fi>r the term of fire years.

Art, 10.—^It is agreed by the high contracting Powers that «•

the exemptions, privileges, or concessions which may be obtained

ftom the Government of Paraguay,' shall be gratuitous and com-
mon, and if conditional shall have the same compensation.

Art. 11.—When the Government of Paragmiy has disap-

peared, the Allies will proceed to make the necessary arrange-

ments with tlie authorities which may be constituted, to insure

the free navigation of tlie Kivei^ Parana and Paraguay, so that

the rules or laws of that Hepublic do not obsdruct or prevent the

transit and direct navigation of the war or merchant vessels of

the allied Sttites, on their voyages to their respective territories

and dominions which do not belong to Paiaguay; and to es-

tabliRh the necessary guarantees for the eflhctiveness of the

arnrngemfuts, under the condition ihat thesekws of River Police^
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although made for the two rivt rs, and also for the River Uruguay^
shall be established by conmion accord Ixjtween the Allies and

other States on the boundaries, for the term which shall be

stipulated by the said Allies, should those States aocept the

mvitation.

Abt« 12.—^The Allies also reserye to lihemselTes to concert •

iSke messuxes most condaciye towards goaranteeiiig peace-with

the Bepoblio of Paiagoay after the ML of the present GrOTern*

ment.

Abt. 18.—^l!he Allies will name Plenipotentianes, to make ar-

xangementSi conventioos, or treaties with the Goveinment which

may be established.

Art. 14.—The Allies will demand firom this Government the

payment of the expenses of the war which they have been forced i

to carry on, and also the payment of damages caused to public '

and private property, and to the persons of their citizens, without
J

an express declaration of war—also of the damages subsequently
j

done in violation of the laws of war. In like manner the Oriental

Eepnblic of Uruguay will demand indemnification for the damages

caused by the €rOTeimment of Paraguay^ in the war she has been

forced to take a part in, in defence of her safety, threatened by
that Gorenunent.

Art. 15.—^Tke manner and form of liquidation and payment, \

proceeding from the aboye-moktioned causes, will be detmuned \

in a special convention.

Art. 16.—With the view of avoiding discussions and wars re- /

gardinff the question of boundaries, it is agreed that the Allies <

will demand from the Government of Paraguay, that in its treaties
j

of limits with their respectiTe Governments, the following basis
|

shall be adhered to:—

•

1. The Aigentine Republic wiH be diTided ftom that of Paxa^ /

guay, by the Rivers Parand and Paraguay, as fer as the boundary
j

of Brazil, which, on the right side oi' liie Kiver Paraguay, is the

Bahia Negra.

2. The Empire of Bnizil will be divided from the Republic of
^

Paraguay on the side of the Parana, by the first river below :

the Seven Falls, which, according to the late map by Manches,

is the Igurliiy following its course from its mouth to its rise*
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8. On ibe left aide of the Paraguay, hj the Rio Apa, from its

mouth to its rise.

4. In the interior of tlie tops of the mountains of Maracayii

tlie sLicains running ejiHtward will belong to Br;(zil, and those

running wcatward to Paraguay

—

1\ atraip^ht line, as far ;i« posHi}>le,

1)L'ing drnwn irom the tops oi' those mountains to the rises of the

Apa and Ygiu'ei.

Art. 17.—The Allies guuantee to each other, reciprocal!j,

the fiuthfbl execution of any arrangements and treaties which

may be oonclnded in Pangiiay, in TirtQe of whidhy it is agreed

tliaA the present Treaty of Alliance diall alwaya remain in full

force and Tigonr, in order that these stipuIatLons be respected and

canied oat by Paraguay.

1. With the object of obtaimng tiin result, they agree, that in

case one oi' tliu high contracting parties cannot obtain from the

Government of Paraguay the fulfilment ot an agreement, or in

case that Government should pretend to annul the stipulations

agreed upon with the Allies, the other powers will employ means

to make them rejected.

2. Should these means prove useless, the Allies will concur^

with ail their power, to obtain the execution of the stipulations.

Abt. 18.—^This Izealy will remain secret until the prmcipal

object of the Alliance baa been obtained.

Abt. 19*—^Thoae stipulations of thia treatywhich do not require

legislative authorisation fbr their ratification, will comem force as

soon as they are approved by the respectiTe GoreramaitB, and the

others when tlie ratifications are exchanged, which will be within

the term of forty days from the date of said treaty, or twonOT, if

possible, and will liike place in the city of Buenos Ayrea.

In iaith of which, we, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries of his

Excellency the Provisional Governor of the Oriental Republic

of Uruguay, of his Majesty the Smperor of Brazil, and of his

BsceUency the President of the Argentine Bepublic, in virtue

of our full powers^ have signed this treaty, placing thereto our

seals, in tiie city of Buoios Ayres on llie let May, in the year of

Our Lord 1865.
(Signed) Cabsjos Oaotro.

J. OCTAVtANO DS AlMBIDA BOfllA.

RUFINO DE ElIZAUMS.
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FBOTOOOL.

Their Excellencies the Plenipotentiaries of the Argentine Ke-

pnblic, of the Oriental Republic, and of his Majesty the Emperon

of Biasil, asBembled in the Foreiga*Office, agree:

—

1. That in compliance with the Treaty of Alliance of this

date, the fortifications ui" llumaita ialiull be demolished, and that

no other or others ot that kind shall bo permitted to be con-

structed, thereby interfering with the ^thiiil execution of the

treaty.

2. That as it is a necessary measure towards guaranteeing

peace with the Goyemment wliich may be established in Para-

guay, not to leave it any arms or elements of war, all those

ibund will be equally divided among the Allies.

3. That any trophies or booly which may be taken from the

enemy shall be divided between the Allies by the one wbo makes

the captore.

4. That the Grenerals commanding the allied armies shall con>

cert the means of carrying these stipulations into efiect.

And they sign the present m iiuenos Ayres, on the Ist May,

1865.
(Signed) Carlos CAbxiiO.

RUFIN'O DE ElIZALDE.

J. OCTAVIAKO DE AlUEIDA £08A.

No. III.

In consequence of Bome misrepresentations publisbed

by Caxias in an Order of the Day, I addressed him tlie

following letter :

—

Baenofi Ayres, January 28, 1869.

I have jiiftt read in a newspaper, published in this city, your

Excellency's Order of the Day, No. 272, dated 14th instant, giving

a statement of the last events in the Paiagoayan war ; and not

finding correct the description of the occurrences which preceded

the evacuation of Angostura, of which I was the commander,

I take the liberty of calling your Ezoellency'a attention to the

inexactitudes to which I refer: viz., that it is inexact that the

note of the 29th December last, which, conjointly with Scfior
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Carrillo, second commander of the Raid point, I addressed to the

Genernl!^ of the allied army, contained * frivolous matters/ since

it was limited to informing their £zcellencie8 of an abuse of the

flag of trucei committed bj a Tessel of the Brazilian squadron,

and to protesting against this deed : also that it ia inexact ihat

the officers, bearing a flag of truce, who presented Aemselves at

your ExceUency's headquarters on the morning of ihe SOth De-

cember, were bearers of a declaration signed by the chiefs of

Angostura, to tlie effect that ' they were ready to surrender,

hoping from the generosity of the allied Generals that the officers

might retjiin their swords, devices, &c.*

lam, your Excellency's humble and obedient servant,

George Thompson.

Just before leaving Buenos Ayres to come to Euglajid,

I heardj upon good authority, that, instead of keeping to

the terms of the capitulation of Angostura, the Brazilians

were forcing the men to take arms in their own serrice

;

aud on arriving ;it Kio Janeiro, I sent the following

letter to the iVimister of War there —
To his JSxeeUeney the Baron of MuriHha, Minister of War,

Rio Janeiro, March 12, 1869.

I have the honour to address your Excellency for the purpose

of communicatiDg to you tbat» from various Paraguayans who
have lately come irom Atnincion, I have heard that many of the

men who capitulated at Angostura, of which I was the com-
manderi have been obliged to take arms in the allied army, and
that others are embarked for this dtj, without being asked

whether they like it or not.

As this is contrary to the written stipulations of the capitnla-

tion, and to the verbal assurances of the Marquez de Caxijis and

of the Chief of the Staff, I address myself to your Excellency to

'beg you will enquire into and rectify this, which has doubtless

happened through the absence of the Marquez de Caxias firom the

seat of war.

God preserve your Excellency many years.

George Thompson.
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No. IV.

The following shows the whole process of the condem-
nation and execution of deserters in the Paraguayan
army:—

buitement concerning his Desertion, of the soldier Norberto Ani-
dias, of the 45th Battalion :

—

He says that, about sixteen days ago, he left the hospitaJ, where
he was ill with diarrhoea and fever, and went to his house at

Quiindi, under pretext of having received his dismifiBal on
account of disease, and that the next day they took him to the

guardhouse of his district, and the day b^ne yesterday sent him
to this camp under arrest.

He also says that there was no motive for his desertion.

For this reason the deserter is in irons in this camp.

HiLAKio Marco.
Pikjrsyiy, October 1, 1868.

i'lk^sjry, October 2, 1868.

By supreme order, the soldier Norberto Ruidias, a deserter from

the 4dth Battalion, who was captured in the district of QiUindl,

sixteen days after his desertion, is to be shot*

F. SsSQUDf.

In compliance with the supieme sentenoe which ante^edes, Ihe

soldier Norberto Ruidias, a deserter of the 45th Battalion, has

been shot, in testimony of which I affix my siguatme, rtturniiig

tliis document under a sealed cover.

CrOMZALEZ.

Camp at Pikysyry, October 2, 1868.

•rORUWDOOB Alto CO^ HXW-CTIUlf BaVAVg
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Plate V.

CiLrupa^t^ (Scale T'^IG)

J^aso Gomex (SccUe F-^W')

3oom/ at Fortuh (Scale

Orawn by C.Thompsoru
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Plate V

Curupa^ty (ScaZe 7"= 16')

». *' |. 1*1' -J, '»( '<i

I^cLSo Gomex (Scule I '-^W)

Boonv at Fortvrv (Scale ^-V)

tfrawn 6v G.'lhompoon.
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