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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTchTxOQQNﬂDW\N.

In Reply, Please Refer 'to Miami, Florida

File No.
September 17, 1964
: ‘Jr*(
Re: SECRET ORGANIZATION OF CONTINENTAL .5, (ys7ams /w%0
ACTION (OSAC) . :
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA ’SM')"“)D;M”"' <D
'NEUTRALITY MATTERS | 7-23-97
Yheie /F/fcﬂ%q-
This iuvestigation w~as predicated on press reports o N

hat the Spanish merchant vessel '"Sierra Aranzazu' was
attacked off of Great Inagua, Bahamas, on September 13 1964

”he following is a summary of press and wire "y
service releases concerning this matter.
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On September 1., 1964, the Spanlsh merchant vessel
"Sierra Aranzazu', 1600 tons, 270 feet long, was attacked
by two small boats North of Great Inagua, Bahamas. During »
the night, a small boat approached the merchant vessel,
, shining a spotlight on the stern, noted the vessel's name
nd then left. About fifteen minutes later two attack
bcats approached the vessel from the stern and strafed it .
- with cannons and machine guns. As a result of this action, :
‘the merchant vessel caught fire, blew up and the crew ;
took to lifeboats. Three crewmen of the Spanish vessel .

were killed and seventeen were injured..
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o wo The Dutch ship "SS P.G. Thulin" arrived on: the

' scene, picked up the crew and, under United States Coast
- Guard orders, departed for Matthew Town, Great Imdgua. ~ i
' Thereafter, two Cuban patrol boats arrived ‘and ordered the v = 0
- "Thulin" tc take the crewmen to Cuba. The Captain of the ,‘f; o
- "Thulin" answered he was under United States Coast Guard .
orders to proceed to Great Inagua. At Great Inagua, the =~
crew from the Spanish vessel received medical attention and
then were taken to Cuantanamo Naval Base in Cuba. The
‘three dead erewmen were taken on to San Juan, Puerto Rico.
Iwo Cuban tugboats towed the Spanish vessel to Bones, Cuba,
and arrived there on September 16, 1964.
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- Re: SECRET ORGMJIZATION OF CONTINENYAL ACTION (OSAC)

. Republic is operating a location about 100 miles from

- time, there is insufficient evidence to determine who is
h.;ﬁ.responsible for the attack of the Spanish ship.(X)/u )

f;against the South coast of Cuba and that an operation i
. the Bahamas would be too far for the MRR's PT boats%ﬁf AQ)

v: the Cuban government may have been responsible for the s
attack to bring pressure on the Dominican Republic to review

1i that country. MM T-4 continued that it is alsc interesting

- and Third Engineer = and of the persons wounded were_ the Chief S e
. .Engineer, Second Engineer and Radio Operator. {@M T«E}bcated A SR
.. there is some speculation that because the officers of the sh p -

" has been involved in Cuban Revolutlonary activities - for
. the past seven years, said that Juan Mesa Rodriguez, head of
- Secret Organization of Continental Action, om September 15,
~ ¢ 7.1964, claimed his organization was responsible for the atta@k
Ce '-against this Spanish ship and that the attacking boats left

“from Flonda{y/;u )

:ﬁ.?claims however, Mesa has been interested in attempting such an
" operation as this, and about ong month ago was trying to obtain:
i a smll at&ack -type of ’boat.(% M)

A1-1a-2007 e - R

"of another government agency which conducts intelligence

" problem with the ship’s crew. /X/ M)

katicms,, advised that Cuban exile groups seriously doubt that
.. Mesa's organization presently has equipme money 9 knorwhow and
connections to effect such an ati‘ack @C)&, R -
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ﬁn September 17, 1964 MM T-4 fa repreaentative ,&_’j
investigations, advised that the DRE in the Dominican

where the Spanish ship was attacked. However, at this ‘

’E{M T-_-gadvised that the MRR has been operating[ég

’E\m Tﬁcontimued that there 1s speculation that[zsg o ~

its position in allowing Cuban exiles to operate out of

to note that the three persons killed on the Spanish vessel
were the top echelon of officers - the Captain, Second Mate

suffered so many casualities thefe may have been an internal

On September 17, 1964 ‘MM T-5, a Cuban National who : i

MM T=5 advised there was no evidence to support this

MM '12-»6 ﬁ‘/ é/ Cuban exile active in anti;Castro organi-
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