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Lrrata bheet

sffidavit of WOMITL, Kenji.

P. 2, line 11- 12, Delete "The srmy had alrevady decided
that it wus hopless to continue tne negotiations and OKA, ut
that time" and insert &s followings;

"The geileral feeling in the army was already inclinced to oppose

continuation of the negotiations and 0Xin, at that Cime".
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cqgora Lenosition

@ Deponcnt . TUNIT.. “enji

Bevangz irat duly sworn en oeth c¢& on ectinched

sheet and 1in secordance

with the procedurc Tollowed in my country I hercoy (cpusc nsg iollows:

“*_‘.'

1—

T -oucupir:g the po;ﬂ"t'iarn of Chief "S&Crk?téry-gd'- tho- Cebinet from 22 July

19LC to Qetcber 15, 1941, during which tine T ned frequent inserviewns with

Navy Minister VI Koshiro end Oh“, Tekazuni, Dircs

tor of the Naveol wffairs

Rurecu. They frequently expresaed themsclves = being enxious to centinue

with the Jmoricen-Jepenesc diplometic ncgotietions &nd

olso oxpressed & sincere

dosire to help bring cbout e sucecseful consuw tion of such nogotietions.

on July 16, 1942 the Second Konoyc Cabinct resi

robinet was formed. The resignetion tock place beeed

pned cnd the Third Ionoye

use it was fclt that

ratauoka's prescnce would be & hindrencc 10 the progress of the Japanesc-

fmericen ncgotistions. The Third Xonoye Cebinect wos
‘The primsry recson for the formetion of this Cebinet w
propesed negotiestions with the United States. While

I hed occesion to have frequent interviews with V- 51

formed ebout July 20.
os to expcdite the
di scussing the proposal

nce fugust 1941. He

expressed himself es being most onxious to continue Jrponese~/mericcn

- g - W

negotirtions ond . emphesized the feot Thot Kondydshould be delegeted with full
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discrotionaTy povors 1O e .oticte vith R socsevelt ipn oraer to scttle the metter
8 oquickly &5 possibice ckL furthcr stoted that e would cesist in meking
for € chip VO tronspest the delegetion end houed 1o hecoume o

’

praprrations
the yegotictionse Cn

momber of such @ suite in attcompling 1o consumnato
10L1 the s1 esvion W3 Fiprst mede to Presidsnt Roogscvoll by

lugust s g 5
enc Ly concerning our request fcrya.meetiﬁg betwoen 8

*mbesscdor Homurd peTS

ronoye ond Rocscvelts .

on Ozton:r 1l, 1941 T prid © visit to CX . °
thet 8 peeting WCS +o ba held on the collowing dey,
stend T uld bo sclden by

.'?C‘.B ; /

~onoye's hovsc in Ogikubd rnd T houed thot r SUO0LE

the Feovy (e sueport Erinc. jfonoycg T
h ¢ ,ohe nqutlnt n3 enc h, ( . stetvoed tha 1:"'Jmc,n:.a;
‘ ronoye shou;g g%'enuoalggpd to continue the negovictions. La2tceT thc soeme
‘l
yipister OTF.LT. gt his officingl rosicence et which

* evening, I collcé on Howy
‘morican-Jepenesc

! time the Nevy Minister €l0 stated that he wished 1O pvoid €A .J

I "

t war end thet it WES his desir thet the ncgotivtions bo continucd DY a1l memBS.
Wagyy in view of its position &3 o tighting unit

He steted honever thot the

- r stetement that it wes opposed to wor, That it Wes

couldn't officirlly me k¢
the Nevy to observe orders if it bccame neccssnry 1o ~iant end ..

L the duty of

' dccision whether to wege wer r not was & diplomstic quesﬁion which WeS

! approprictely sithin the prowince of the Fremier for detcrm rminction. TO these
Nevy lﬁﬁistor

| sbscrvetions I expressed the wish thet jt vould be well for the
at the OCTVUFO conference on the 12th of October tO support Fremicr Xonoye in

; his offorts to pcntinue.chriceeiaprnege negotietionsSe
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The next mornirg, Oc' - .ar 12, T rocoived e tclephone cell from OX/ who
steted thet the Novy lMinicier et the Confer 'co bedng held the semo dete, in-
tended to stete thot the decision for wer or Joece would be left in the hcuds
of the Frime Minister. .o further stetcd thet the Nevy could not decide wheth
8 wer should be weged or not, that it wes & motier to be determined by the Frinc
Minister dthough it wes desired thet the Frime Minister should definitcly
pirsue his course in order thet war ';night be cvoided., .t that time OXKL
observed thet th- Xonoye Cobireri shoyld not resim ot! © it might continue

with its «f 'orts to being sYoul e com:romise end thet if it did rcsign there

Vés &y greve dangor of war bra:in- out, g ur, . me to do everything possiblc

.Y
.

to prcovent Prince Konoye from resiming, Ha, thorcfore, siaizd :'th{‘.t for c1°
practical purposcs he hoped thet “"a imeicen Ja 7:5:3 negotiotions wou r
be successfully conel uczad,

Thercefter when the T Zrd Xonoye Cebinet resigncd OK' expressed himself
as bal ng gloomy over the . 28pects of the Jmericen-Jopenesc ncgotietions, *-
after the resionction of the Third Konoye C:binet OK keplt Frince Konoyc
informcd of the subscquent developmeoats pert ining to the Lmericen-Jepencsc
ncgod ations through me, Heo sipted that this was beceuse Prince Konoye wes on
of the importent senior stotesmen and it was his intention to activate Frince
fonoye to ® ntinue hie efforts to ‘ring & out pocce beotween the United Stetces
and Jep on.,

OK. 8lso stet~d thst he did not. think . rpen should under eny circumstene: s
engcge in e full scele confliet with ‘r powerful auntry like the United Stetcs,
However, hec frecquently cexpre.ied himself eos bei:: a subordinate who would be

compelled to fo..ow orders whe'!: - or not the” were in sccord with his own

personel views,
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During the man: times that . ceme in eoatect w&th_om'x I observed thet hc

Was a mon who worked der orders en' did not disregerd the wishes of his

supcriors,
At Tokyo,

*his 1Fth day of July 1947.
DEPUNENT  1OMIT  yengs (e2a1)

I hereby certify that the foregoing was . - sworn to, signed end scal o«

in tho prescnece of this witnoss,

At the senc plsace,

~on the same dey.
Witness:
WIINESS: SOMTYa, Shinji (e3al)
O4TH

I sweer, eccording to my conscicnce, that I sholl stete the truth, wholc

truth, vi thout holding nor eddins cnything,

Lwaddla Lenji (scal
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