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AMAU Eiji (Case File No. 216)

In Sugamo Prison

STATUS OF SUBJECT:

A. Arrest was ordered pursuant to letter to Imperial Japanese
Government of 1 December 1945, GHQ, SCAP, AG 383.7 (1 Dec,
1945) CI, subject: Apprehension of Japanese personnel.

B. Entered Sugamo Prison - 12 December 1945.

DIRECT AND IMPLIED CHARGES AGAINST THE SUBJECT:

A, The proposed charge is that the subject planned, prepared,
initiated and waged aggressive warfare and conspired to per-
form the same in that he:

1. Aided in the formulation of national policies by virtue
of his official positions and molded public opinion to
support the means and aims of the conspiracy.

B. Information serving as the basls for apprehension and as the
basis for possible charges against the subject is attached as
an annex, marked Tab "A",

FACTS REFLECTED FROM THE FILE:

A. Curriculum Vitae of subject (Tab "R") shows him to have been
a career man in the consular and diplomatic corps whose broad
experience in foreign service brought him to the post of
Chief of the Information Bureau of the Foreign Ministry, _
1933 to 1937. After serving in diplomatic posts as Minister
to Switzerland and Ambassador to Italy, subject resigned from
diplomatic service and became Vice Foreign Minister under
TOYODA in 1941. He became Chief of the Independent Cabinet
Information Bureau and served during 1943 and 1944, resigning
upon the fall of the TOYODA Cabinet,

B. Memoranda from Staff Sections: G-2 report on subject dated
19 June 1947 is set forth in part as follows:
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"On 17 April 1934 as Chief of the Information Bureau of
the Foreign Ministry, AMAU issued to the press the so-
called 'AMAU Statement' concerning the Japanese sphere of
inflvence in China, which has been quoted and requoted in
practically every book on Japanese foreign relations since
that day." The Information Bureau was at that time a
division of the Foreign Ministry. With respect to the
duties of its Chief, the GAIMUSHO NENKAN (Foreign Ministry
Yearbooks) states "Within this Information Department one
person will be appointed by the Emperor as Chief of the
sald department, who will administer the duties of this
department under the orders of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs.™

"AMAU himself, under interrogation, has explained the
set-up of the Information Bureau through the years, his
connection with it and his relationship to the 'Amau
Statement'. He states emphatically that the policy which
he voiced was the policy of the Foreign Office.

"The Japanese press of the time, in commenting on the in-
cident, did not call the release the 'AMAU Statement'. It
ignored AMAU as a factor in the case and called it an
'informal announcement of the Foreign Office’.

"In commenting on the statement, the Japan Weekly Chronicle
of the day likewise laid the responsibility for the state-
ment squarely at the door of the Foreign Ministry. The 24
wordy discussions in the issue of 26 April 194% are pointed
up by the opening sentence of an article entitled 'What
Next', which says:

"'If, in issuing an unofficial statement on the govern-
ment's China policy, the situation of the Foreign Office
was to secure the world's reaction, the maneuver has
been emminently successful'., No mention, much less

of accusation, of AMAU is contained in the articles.

"An 0SS report, of which the source is unknown, says:

'On April 17, 1934, (ANAU) made the notorious "Hands Off
China Statement", A member of the Foreign Office has
since stated that it was a confidential poliecy, prepared
in the Asiatic Bureau. Someone gave the press a tip, and
questions were put to AMAU, who did not realize that the
policy was confidential.,'

6. "Wilfred Fleisher, long editor of the Japan Advertiser and
believed to have been a witness at the issuance of the
statement, says in his 'Volcanic Isle':
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"TAMAU quite unconsciously and accidentally became
famous overnight, -- Little realizing the importance
his words might have and devoid of the sense of news
values his predecessor possessed, AMAU picked up a
sheaf of telegrams exchanged between the Foreign
Office and Japanese envoys abroad, and read out a
dispatch from Vice-Minister Mamoru Shigemitsu to

the Japanese Minister to China, Akira Ariyoshi'.

"TAVMAU himself had never anticipated the reaction his
statement created. He was astounded. He seemed, how-
ever, to thoroughly enjoy the limelight into which he
had been projected, and if he was censured by both
Foreign Minister Hirota and Vice-Minister Shigemitsu,
as he undoubtedly was, he was praised and congratulated
by many outside the Forelgn Office who concurred in the
views he had unwittingly given publicity'.

"Ambassador Grew's diary ("Ten Years in Japan") considered
the question of AMAU's responsibility a draw. His entry
dated 28 April, 1934, reads:

"!"Whether or not HIROTA (the Premier) approved the
issuance of the statement is unessential, for the
statement accurately expresses the policy which Japan
would like to pursue'."

AVAU was appointed Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs on
22 July 1941, This was in the nature of a new deal in
the Foreign Office in that it is generally accepted as a
fact that the Second KONOYE Cabinet resigned for the
express purpose of ousting MATSUOKA as Foreign Minister.
It is likewise generally accepted that the Third KONOYE
Cablnet through its Foreign Minister made a definite
desperate last effort to negotiate the difficult situa-
tion with the United States.

AMAU was appointed Chief of the Information Bureau in
April 1943 and remained in this post until July 1944.
The Bureau had been made an independent board under the
Cabinet in 1940,

On 27 June 1945, the Dai Nippon Asia Development Association
was formed to replace the KOA SOHOMBU (Rise Asia General
Headquarters) which had died with the parental Imperial

Rule Assistance Association. The purpose of this organiza-
tion was to engage in the spreading and the promotion of

the idea of Asiatic development in line with the situation;
it was to strengthen the solidarity of the East Asiatic
peoples and to engage in powerful thought war in line with
the armed hostilities, AMAU was named Vice President and
Chief of its Board of Directors.
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SHIRATORI and ANAU were contemporaries in the consular
and diplomatic service, and both were at one time or
another associated with the Information Bureau. Also
ANAU succeeded SHIRATORI as Ambassador to Rome in 1939,

AMAU's connection with the Imperial Rule Assistance
Association was a minor one which was due to his position
in the Foreign O0ffice and in the Information Bureau. He
was Councillor of IRAA from October 1940 to October 1941

and from April 1943 to July 1944,

AMAU states emphatically that the policy which he voiced
in the "AMAU Statement" was the policy of the Foreign
Office. (AMAU's description of his famous statement and
the circumstances surrounding it is set forth in Tab "C",)

In a statement describing the Information Bureaus in the
Japanese Government, AMAU states in part as follows:

(a) "For a long time it was the desire of the Army and Navy
to control information matters by abolishing the Foreign
Office Information Bureau and by establishing an
independent Information Bureau in the Cabinet which
they could control. In 1937 they therefore, proposed
to establish a Committee of Information in the Cabinet
comprised of representatives of the Army, Navy and
other departments; military, naval and other govern-
ment officials heid many meetings to discuss this pro-
posal. ANAU fought it but he was overwhelmed by a
13 - 1 vote. As a result AMAU was sent to Switzerland
as Minister. He was succeeded by KAWAI in April 1937.

"The Information Committee within the Cabinet (NAIKAKU
JOHO TIIN KAT) was established on September 29, 1937,
composed of representatives of all departments of
Government including the Army and Navy.,"

(b) "When MATSUOKA was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs
in 1940 the Foreign Office Information Bureau was
abolished and tte Cabinet Information Department be-
cameé the Information Bureau with a 'Shin-nin-kan'
(official appointed 1like a Cabinet Vinister or an
Ambassador personally and directly by His Majesty
the Emperor) as its chief,"

(c) "The Cabinet Information Bureau was reorganized in April
1943 when ANMAU was appointed as President of the Board
succeeding TANI. As a result of the reorganization, all
military and naval officers were withdrawn. Instead, a
Council Room was established in the Bureau in which the
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Army and Navy were formally represented by a Colonel
and a Captain respectively. Besides, Army and Navy
representatives were present at the weekly conferences

of the Bureau.

"After the outbreak of the war, the Army and Navy
established the DAT HONEI HODO BU (Information Depart-
ment of Grand Imperial Headquarters) and all news con-
cerning the war was exclusively handled by them,"

C. Summary of Interrogations:

1,

Interrogation of 14 March 1946 (File 216, Serial 12)., Subject
explained his repf%@gibn of the Japanese Government in the
session of the Advisory Committee on Narcotics to the League
of Nations in 1938, At that time he was Minister to Switzer-
land and concurrently Chief of the Japanese Bureau for
International Conferences in Geneva, and as such attended
all conferences of committees of the League which dealt with
non-political matters., Subject stated that he was not an
expert in the field of opium and narcotics but that he was
assisted by a representative in those matters, who was well
versed., Advisers from the Treaty Bureau of the Foreign
Ministry (which handled some opium and narcotics matters)
prepared for him the statement he read before the Advisory
Committee in 1938.

Interrogation of 17 April 1946 (File 216, Serial 23). Subject
stated that all matters pertaining to the military such as
strategy, plans, tactics, preparations, "Incidents", policy
and Army leadership were zealously secreted by the militaly
and never revealed to civilian officials -- at least he said
to civilian officials of his rank or station. He denied
having any knowledge or information at any time relative to
the fortification of the mandated islands, to Japanese
atrocities, to Naval preparations for attack on Pearl Harbor
or relative to any of the other vital subjects. The agent
reporting the interview found the subject especially ill
informed with reference to military and Naval personalities.
AMAU related that on or about 16 October 1941 he was ordered
by Foreign Minister TOYODA to make a last effort to persuade
TOJO to withdraw Japanese troops from China unconditionally
so that negotiations with the United States could continue.
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At a conference attended only by TOJO and AMAU, subject
states he told TOJO that Japan could not hope to win a
war with the United States and that such a war must be
avoided even at the expense of unconditional withdrawal
of troops from China, Subject describes the meeting as
unpleasant and said that TOJO twice asked him to leave
since discussion on the point was useless.

Subject has not appeared as a witness in thls case.

Other Facts.

1, Characterization of subject in his evaluation at the time
of internment as an "ardent nationalist,  Reported .
associate of SHIRATORI. Close Army connections." appears
to have been taken from State Department research and
intelligence service report of 3 October 1945, in which
it is stated "according to one source AMAU is assoclated
with SHIRATORI Toshio and a pro-Axis group with close
Army connections™ which is identified as coming from
"0SS Source T",

Pertinent Information in SAIONJI's Diary.

1. SAIONJI mentions the issuance of the so-called AMAU

| Statement in April 1934 and states that neither the Foreign
Minister nor the Vice Foreign Minister were aware that
ANAU was making the statement. He indicates that AMAU's
Statement was his (AMAU's) paraphrase to the press of
instructions from the Foreign Vinistry to all ambassadors.
Because of the repercussions to the statement, SAIONJI
said it would have been better if an English translation
of the actual instructions had been issued.

IV, DISCUSSION:

As suggested in the G-2 report, AMAU's position as a Class "A™

war crimes suspect seems to derive principally from his authorship
of the so-called "AMAU Statement" which caused an international
furor in diplomatic circles. (See Tab "C" for text and circum-
stances surrounding issuance of the Statement.) At first blush
there would seem to be reason for associating with the conspiracy
the framer of a statement telling the world in effect that Japan
claimed the exclusive right to work with China in settling China's
problems and inviting third Powers to cease interference in Chinese




111

I oy i._l: _‘I \ L lll'.__:lll.l'! '. I\'_iv:,l‘l
o i et AR ERRY et
I T e

1

affairs. Until modified by Foreign Minister HIROTA, and perhaps
even afterwards, the statement carried the clear implication that
the Nine Power Treaty was a dead letter. Although the policy
announced by AMAU is considered part and parcel of the conspiracy,
personal responsibility would not attach to AMAU unless it could
be shown that he, as a conspirator or as a person with knowledge
of the conspiracy, issued the statement more or less on his own
authority in order to promote the conspiracy.

Available evidence, however, indicates that ANVAU was personally
responsible for no more than the indiscreet phrasing of the state-
ment and perhaps its premature issuance. The fact that the state-
ment reflected the official position of the Foreign Ministry and
not AMAU's personal views or desires is not seriously gquestioned.
Support for this is found in press comments at the time and state-
ments by Ambassador Grew and Prince SAIONJI, noted supra. This 1s
further borne out by the fact that subseugent restatement of the

purposes covered by AVAU involve changes in language rather than

No evidence has been gathered with respect to his position as Chief
of the Information Bureau of the Foreign Ministry, indicating that
the office had any policy making functions or that he used the

of fice to insinuate himself into a policy making role. That his

of fice disseminated informatien or announced decisions that con-

tributed to the progress of the conspiracy is not of itself proof
of his involvement in the conspiracy.

Similarly with respect to his later positions as Vice Foreign
Minister in 1941 and as Chief of the Cabinet Information Bureau
1943-1944, the evidence at hand shows no provable connection with
the conspiracy. There is evidence that he was appointed Vice
Foreign linister to assist TOYODA in overcoming the impasse in
Japanese-American relations., In his last office as Chief of the
Cabinet Information Bureau he was directly under TOJO and practically
a member of his Cabinet; in fact, he resigned upon the fall of the
TOJO Cabinet. But this position alone, unrelated to other evidence
linking him to the conspiracy in its earlier stages, would seem
insufficient basis for charges. Japan was already at war and in

addition his position does not appear to have been a policy making
one.,

Information concerning his earlier diplomatic posts and his activity
in them do not furnish basis for connecting him with the conspiracy
during the Manchurian Incident. Though he had been in China prior
to 1931, his posts were comparatively minor ones. The Tri-Partite
Pact was finally concluded while he was Ambassador to Italy, but

|

i}

iy

F
|




AL L R et

iV SEER R T

our evidence relating to the Pact does not involve AMAU, which
gives support to his claim that he resigned from the post because
of his embarrassment at having been kept in ignorance of the Pact

until it was concluded.

t with the evidence presently available, it

It is concluded tha
ain war guilt charges against the

would be difficult to sust
SUbjeCtt
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Evaluation of AMAU, Eiji at time of Internment - Dec 1945,

ANVAU Eiji

Career diplomat. Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, July-
October, 1941. Succeeded Tani as President, Bureau of Informa-
tion under Tojo. Foreign Office spokesman 1933-37. Author of
"Amau Statement" (warning other Powers to keep hands off China)

of April 17, 1934. Ardent nationalist. Reported associate of
Shiratori. Close Army connections.

He qualified under Paragraph 7-b of Joint Staff Basic Directive
for Post Surrender Military Government in Japan Proper of 3 Nov

1945.

Arrested 12 December 1945 Sugamo Prison
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Curriculum Vitae of AMAU Eijil
1887, 19 Aug.

1912, Jul

1912,
1912,
1914,
1917,
1918,
1919,
1920,
1920,
1921,

1921,
1922,
1923,
1923,

1924,
1927,
1929,
1929,
1933,
1937,

1939,

1941,
1941,

Oct

Nov - 1914,

Nov

NOV. > 1917 L]

Jun

Jun

Aug

Jun
1918,
Jun
1919,
Jan
1920,
Dec
1921,
Feb,
1921,
Feb.
1921,
Sept

1924,
Mar

1925,

1927,
Aug

1929,
Sept

Sept - 1929,

Dec

Dec - 1933

Jun

Jun - 1937,

Apr

Apr - 1939,

Sept

Sept - 1940,

Mar

Sept

J‘Ill - 1941,

Oct

1943, Apr - 1944,

Jul

Born in Tokushima Ken, son of AMAU Kumeya,
merchant

Finished post-graduage course at Tokyo Higher
Commercial School -

Passed Diplomatic and Consular Service
Examination

Vice-Consul in Antung, China
Vice-Consul in Sydney, Australia
Attache at Embassy in London, England

3rd Secretary at Embassy in London

3rd Secretary at Legation in Geneva,
Switzerland

Member of Committee for Execution of the
Peace Treaty

2nd Secretary at Legation in Geneva

Secretary of Foreign Ministry, Tokyo; concurrently
assigned to 2nd Section of éuropean and
American Affairs Bureau of the Ministry
Appointed Attendant to Minister Plenipotentiary
to Washington Disarmament Conference
Appointed Attendant to Delegate to Sino Japanese
Conference (Shantung Question) at Peking, China
Consul-General at Canton, China

Concurrently Junior Secretary assigned to Foreign
Affairs Section of Secretariat of Formosan
Government -

Consul-General at Harbin, Manchuria

1lst Secretary at Legation in Peking, China

1st Secretary at Embassy in Moscow, Russia

Councillor at Embassy in Moscow, Russia

Chief of Information Bureau of Foreign Ministry

Minister Extraordinary to Switzerland

Ambassador to Italy

Resigned from Diplomatic and Consular Service
Vice Foreign Minister

Chief of Cabinet Information Bureau
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FUNCTIONS OF THE CHIEF OF THE INFORMATION BUREAU.
INSTRUCTIONS OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER.
STATEMENT
SECOND STATEMENT
NATURE OF STATEMENTS
by AMAU Eiji

It was the principal function of the Chief of the Information
Bureau of the Foreign Office to clarify the foreign policy of Japan
to the public. I was used to meeting, as a rule, the Japanese
correspondents, twice every day and the foreign correspondents,
three times or four times a week., Sometimes a written statement
was published at a certain time which had been fixed beforehand.
But usually the spokesman explained a policy or an intention of
the Foreign Office at his interview with the correspondents. Once
it was decided by the Foreign Office to make known a certain policy
or intention, it was left generally to the discretion of the spokes-
man as to when, how or in what way it might be treated.

Concerning the statement in question, what it stated was the
policy of the Government which had been formulated upon the Imperial
Rescript and the speech made by Mr. Hirota, Foreign Minister at the
Diet on January 23, 1934. It was the intention of the Foreign
Office also to clarify such formulated policy to the world. The
Japanese representatives abroad had been informed of such concrete
policy concerning China and at the same time, instructed to make it
known as fully as possible to all parts of the world. The instruc-

tion ran as follows:
le

It has been manifested several times that (1) the present condi-
tions in China are so extremely abnormal that the ordinary regu-
lations of International Law or International customs can hardly
be applied to them and it is not so easy as the Europeans and
the Americans in general think to improve her conditions and
that (2) taking into consideration such circumstances Japan's
prestige and power are to be the only base upon which peace

can be established in that district. Consequently Japan is
naturally to be the principle factor as regards the Inter-
national questions regarding China, particularly I (Hirota)
emphasized on item (2) mentioned above in a speech at the
Imperial Diet on the 23rd January last.




i ol T il" L :I“ :.-I I|!II“|: |J‘I.,iljI |
e ot oy MRS et
SRR 111

1

You are instructed, therefore, to enlighten hereafter as
heretofore, in all parts of the world, on the above purport.
At the same time, it is important to deal tediously with the
complete problems relating to the China questions in the lines
already mentioned. As a consequence of authority to the above
principle we may receive some disadvantages in the eminent
future in obtaining concession or on other matters, but we
mast endeavor to attain the ultimate object of our diplomatic
poliecy having the main aim in the far reaching situation in
the Far East.

| B i

It is needless to state that it is essential to have complete
cooperation between the Foreign Office in Tokyo and its
representatives abroad. You are instructed to clarify
thoroughly the above sense in all directions of the world.

I thought it might be appropriate to pronounce our policy in
Tokyo first rather than it might be explained by our representatives
in different places abroad at different times and then our representa-
tives would make supplementary remarks upon it if it was deemed
necessary. Moreover, there was earnest desire and demand among our
people, particularly among the press circle that in view of the
movement in China and the attitude or action of foreign people
toward China, our policy should be more clearly known to the
public in order to avoid complications and embarrassment which
might be created out of ambiguity of our policy.

On April 17, 1934, I spoke, therefore, informally and mostly in
reply to questions, to the Japanese correspondents a gist of what
it had been intended to make known to the public. I spoke verbally
and it was reported in different words or expressions but the
following article was almost to the point.

"Japan was compelled to withdraw from the League of Nations in
March last year because of their failure to agree in their opinions
of the fundamental principles of preserving peace and order in East
Asia., It goes without saying that Japan is endeavoring at all times
to maintain and promote her friendly relation with foreign nations
but her views and mission may not agree in every point with those
of foreign nations respecting matters that concern mast Asia,

Japan shares naturally with the nations of Bast Asia the
responsibility of maintenance of peace and order in East Asia.
Japan is called upon to exert the utmost effort in carrying out
her mission of maintaining peace and order in East Asia and she
has to endeavor first of all to maintain peace and order with
China in order to fulfill her mission.
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torial integrity as we

are most ardently desired by Japan. History shows that this can

be attained through no other means than the awakening and voluntary
efforts of China herself. It would be intolerable to us, therefore,
if China triss to avail herself of the influence of any other
country in order to resist Japan 1if she takes any action calculated
to play one power against another., Any joint operations undertaken
by foreign powers in the name of technical or financial support at
this particular moment as the Manchurian and Shanghal Inci dents

are bound to acquire political significance.

Undertakings of such a nature $f ecarried through to the end may
give rise to establishment of a sphere of influence or lead to
international control or division of China which not only will be
a great misfortune for China but have serious repercussion upon
the security of East Asia and consequently Japan. Japan, there-
fore, must object to such undertakings as a matter of principle
although she will not find it necessary to interfere with any
foreign country negotiating {ndividually with China on questions
of finance or trade. Such actions as are detrimental to peace and
order in East Asia is objectionable to us, for example, supplying
China with warplanes, detailing military advisers to China or con-
tracting 2 loan to provide for political uses would obviousl
to al Lte friendly relations between Japan and China and Japan
and other countries, and to disturb peace and order in East Asla.
Japan cannot overlook such projects.,

The foregoing attitude of Japan should be clear from the
policies she perswed in the past but on account of the fact that
positive movement have joined actions in China by foreign powers
under one pretext or another are reported to be on foot. It is
deemed not inappropriate to reiterate her policy at this time."

Soon after I had finished my press interview, 1 saw Mr. Shigemitsu,
Vice-Minister, and Mr. Hirota, Foreign Minister, and reported to them
of it. They approved what I had done.

T had interviews with the Japanese correspondents twice every
The morning interview was reported in the evening edition of
the papers and the interviews of the afternoon, in the morning
edition of the following morning. There was ample time always to
make arrangements if necessary, with the press about the treatrent
of news which I gave out to them, -

It was not unusual at that time to stop reporting what I had
said at my press conference, OT to prevent them from publishing it
if it had already been printed either by arrangement with an editor
of the press or by means of censorship in case it was deemed
absolutely necessary to do soO. But in this case I did not take
any steps as I had received no directions from my chief.

3
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The next morning the Japanese press reported it, in general,
favorably and with approval. Finding, however, tha% some of the

criticism from abroad seemed to be based upon misunderstanding or
misinformation, I further explained it at the regular press con-

ference with foreign correspondents on April 20th, which was re-

ported in the "Japan Advertiser" as follows on April 2l1st:

Statement Based on Hirota's Words,

"Japan has no desire to deviate from the Open Door Principle
or Existing Treaty.

Denial that the unofficial statement of the Japanese policy
regarding foreign assistance to China issued on Tuesday implies
deviation from the principle of the Open Door and equal opportunity
in China or from existing treaties was voiced by the Foreign Office
Spokesman at yesterday morning's press conference. What it does
mean is that Japan objects to any action by other powers that may
lead to disturbance of peace in Tast Asia.

This spokesman expressed surprise to the unfavorable reaction
to the statement. It was nothing more, he said, than a reasser-
tion of portions of the Foreign Minister, Koki Hirota's speech to
the Diet on foreign policy on January 23, and that speech was
cordially received abroad. He pointed specifically to the follow-
ing plece of the speech:

'e should not forget for a moment that Japan serving as the
only corner-stone for the edifice of peace of East Asia bears the
entire burden of responsibility’.

United States will understand:- I am confident that the Unlted
States will not fail to appraise correctly Japan's position in East
Asiae==-=If only America will clearly perceive the actual condi-

tions of the Orient and realize Japan's role as a stabilizing force
in East Asia.

The Japanese Government has serious responsibilities for the
maintenance of peace in East Aslia and has a firm resolve in that
re gard *

Translating orally from a typed memorandum in Japanese, the
spokesman asserted that Japan has no intention to interfere with the
independence of China or its vested rights. It wants China to
achlieve unification and prosperity. As regards Manchukuo it wants
others to recognize the fair and just actions of that country. It
has no territorial ambitions even there., Japan because of her
geographical position is in a position to share profits if China
united and prospered., But unity and prosperity must be attained
by China's own awakening and endeavors and not by the selfish
exploitations of others.
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Responsibility Shared:- Japan has no intention to interfere
with the rights of third powers, the spokesman continued. If they
engage in trade and other transactions with China for the beneflt
of the Chinese, Japan will welcome their activities. It has no
desire to deviate from the principle of the Open Door and equal
opportunity in China or from theexisting treaties. Japan objects
to having other powers, regardless of the form or pretext, take
any action that may lead to disturbance of peace and order 1in
Fast Asia. Japan shares the responsibilities for the maintenance
of peace and order in East Asia with the other Asiatic countries,
particularly China. The time has passed, he concluded, when the
other powers of the League of Nations will exercise their policies
for the exploitation of China.

Pressed for the reason for issuing the statement at this
time, the spokesman declared that its aim was to give the world a
clear conception of Janan's position in East Asia,

Tts essence had been sent to Japanese diplomatic representa-
tives abroad before it was made public here, he said. No instruc-
tions were sent regarding the use to which the infrmation might be
put, this being left to their discretion.”

On the other hand, being afraid that my statement might affect
friendly relations between the United States and Japan, and there-
fore, my retention of the present position be a hindrance to our
endeavor to improve the relations of these two countries, I again
saw Mr. Hirota and Mr. Shigemitsu, and told them frankly that I
would like to give my Minister no embarrassment on account of the

statement and I would receive any punishment or resign my post
quite willingly if it were deemed fit or convenient to do so.
They also said that they were entirely i1n accord with me and they
would also resign if I were to do so.

On April 20th, the following instruction was cabled by Mr.
Hirota to the Japanese representatives abroad:

"Regarding the unofficial statement of the spokesman of the
Foreign Office, we have been making supplementary explanations in
the following sense in order to clarify it. He explained in the
same way replying to the questions at the regular press conference
of foreign correspondents on April 20th.

1. Not only has Japan no intention to impair the independence
or integrity of China, but she desires wholeheartedly that
China may maintain her integrity, achieve her unification
and promote her prosperity. However, her integrity, uni-
fication and prosperity must be attained, as a matter of
principle, by her own awakening and natural development.
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2. Japan has no intention to impair vested interests of third
powers in China. Japan welcomes economic dealings with
third powers with China as it will ultimately bring
benefit to China. It goes without saying that Japan does
not desire that China may act against the prineciple of

the Open Door and equal opportunity. Japan respects the
existing treaties concerning China.

However, Japan must object to any action which may be
taken under whatever form it may be, by other powers in
collective form and which is detrimental to peace and
order in East Asia., Japan is responsible with China and
other Asiatic countries for maintenance of peace and
order in East Asia. It is unbearable that other pOWers
or the League will make use of the China question for

executing of their selfish purposes behaving as if they
were Jjudges at a tribunal",

The statement was nothing but the concrete policies formulated,
upon the principles which had been enunciated by the Foreign Minister

at the Diet. It was an application but not a deviation from the
established principle. Those who were well aware of the condi-

tions in Japan at that time, knew this matter quite well, for
example Mr. Hugh Byas, correspondent of the London Times and the
New York Times for a long time in Japané had a long article in

)

the New York Times Magazine of August 2 1934 under the title of
"Japan's Destiny As She Sees It" in which he said nothing about
the statement but solely referred to the speech of the Foreign

Minister. The statement was made in order to preserve peace and
security in the Far East,
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GENZRAL HEADQUARTERS
SUPREMS COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS
LEGAL SECTION

4 March 1948

MIAMORATDUM:

P03 chief, lezal Section, SGAP

SURJROTS AMAU, 314

subject has Deen incarcerated in Sugamo Prison since
12 December 1945 as a Class "A" war crime suspect.

'hie report is based on ¥
Legal Seetion, to examine all available evidence

the tvensy (20) Claes "A" war crime suspects now held in
custody to determine whether or not they can be indicted

1., All files and information available in legal Section.

The complete G=2 report, dated 16 June 1947, with ref-
erence to sudjeet,

C
Le

A11 files, records and reports avaliladle at the Iintere
antional Prosecution Seection of the International Mile

{tary Tribunal for the Tar Haet,

It is recommended that subject be released from custody
immediately.
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Hemot AMAU, Ei34 (Cont'd)

Vo DETAILS UPQON ¥HICH THE RECOMMENEDA
1., Pertinent curriculum vitae:

Secretary and later Councillor Sept.l9°0=June 1533
to the Japanese Embassy in
Soviet Ruesia,

Chief of the Intelligence June 193%-April 1937
Section of the Foreign

Ministry.

Minister Zxtraordinary and April 1937-Aug,12390
Plenipotentiary to
Sﬂtﬁerhndt

invoy Extraordinary and Ambage Sept.l93%-Margh 1841
sador Plenipotentiary to
Itﬂlyo

Vice-Foreign Minister, Aug,1941-let, 1941

Chief of Cabdinet Information April 1943-July 1944
'Bnruuo

Subject is a career diplomat who never ascended the highest
runge in the Japanese diplomatic corps. Tis greatest claim
to infamy rests on the famous "Amau Statement® made to the
prees on 17 April 19484, vherein the Japanese policy of isia
for the Asiatics and the claim for an absolute Japanese
aphere of influence in China was first baldly anncunced,
iis statement was not a policy that wae originated by sube-

Jeet, but an announcement of voliey that had deen determined
in -the Foreign Ministry,

The Tri-Partite Pact was negotiated at the time gubject was
Ambassador to Italy. He has admitted that he was extremely
angry at SHIGEMITSU because thie pact was negotiated with-
out him having any knowledge of what was going one.

Subject's position as Chief of the Cabinet Information
Sureau was a purely administretive position. He 412 not
have cablinet or ministerial rank 2nd had nothing to do

with the formation or execution of high poliey 4n Japan,

RZeports in the files of the International Prosescution
Section are unanimous in that 1t was not felt subject
could be charged with a Clage "A" orime on the baglis of
the evidence then in hand and serious doudt was expressed
that additional investigation would develop any evidence
upon which a Class "A" charge could be preferred,
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AMAU, 2431 (Cont'd)

Se

This writer concure in the opinion that exleting
evidence is insufficient to charge subject with &
Clags "A® grime, ZExamination of all evidence zad

information does not indicate A single act on the

part of subjeet which makes him suspect to a "BY
or "C" grime and it 1is not believed that addition-
al investigation could develop 2ny evidence of "2
or "C" crimes.

L, P, B. LIPSCONB,
PROSBOUTING APPORNEY.
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Report of Investigation Division, Legal Section, GHQ, SCAP.

Inv. Div. No. CRD No. Report by: 1L.%. Daniel F., Rsgendes
2530

Title s

Biji AMAU

Synopsis of facts: %431 AMAU born 19 August 1887, Tokushims-ken
Prafecture, Major vositione Japenese Government,
Fresident Bureau of Information, 1943-1944,
Vice Foreign Minister, 1941, House Arpest,

-l -
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This investigation ie predicated upon a request of the Honorable
Lord WHRIGHT, President of the International War Crimes Commission,

9141 AMAU,wae a career diplomat. He is & graduate of the Kobe
Higher Commercial School. He completed 2 vost graduate course at the
Pokyo Higher Commercisl School, passed the Higher Civil Service Examina-
tion in 1912. The sane yvear he entered foreizn service. Fe gerved suc-
cessively se eleven-Consul at Antung and Sydney (1212-1919) and zs Attache
(1916) and subsequently secrstary of the Japanese Pmbassy in London (1916
1919). In 1219 he was attache to the Japanese Telegation to the Vereailles
Conference: he was & merber of the Peace Treaty Exécutive Commission in
Faris. The next year he was sent to Berlin as Commissioner to sxecute
the Versailles Treaty. The same year he bacame Secretary to the Lesation
at Berne, Switzerland and the next yesarhe was attached as secretary to the
Tokyo Foreign Office. from 1921-192" he was & member of the Janansse
Delegation to the Washington Disarmament Conference, In 1922 he became
8 nerber of the Joint Settlement Conmittee of the Shantung Question, as
well as of the Conference for Abolition of Postal Agencies in China at
Peking. ¥rom thst year until 1827 AYAU gerved in China as Consul Feneral
at Canton (1922) and Harbin (1925) and as First Secretary at thefeking
Lezation (1527). From 1923 %111 1927 he was a Counsellor at the Moscow
Embassy.

In Sentember 1922 AMAU became Dirsctor of the Bureau of Information
of the Foreigen Office. Yhile holding this post, on 17 April 1934, he made

Distribution : Do not write in this space.
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the famous "hande off China" statement, This statement has since been
known azs the "ANAU Declaration®". AMAU attacked the activitiee of Great
Britain and tha United Statesz in China and etated: “Japan wil) take the
sole responsibility for the maintenance of peace and order in Fast Lsia.”
One source reports, thet a merber of the Foreign Office has since stated,
that it was 2 "confidential poliey, prepared in the Asiatic Bureau.”
Source continues that soreone gave the press a tip, Subsequently
questions were vut to AMAU, who did not realize that the nolicy was con-
fidential, AMAU, according to source, created a furor in the Yoreign
Office by giving 1t out, and it oroduced serious internztionsl reper-
caseions,

In April 1927 he was named Envoy Sxtraordinary and Minister Fleni-
potentisry to Switzerland, While occupyine thie noet, he was nsned
Director of the Jananese Office of the International Conference at Ueneva
and Japanese Representative to the International Commission of the Upium
uestion. In September 1939 he succeeded SHIRATORI, K Toshio as Ambassador
to Italy. He arrived in Home from Berlin on 15 Hovember 1938, During
AMAU'e¢ tenure of office, on 27 September 1940, ltaly joined the German-
Jarenese Alliance, According to one source AMAU was one of the bhest-rnown
foreisn envoys in Italy. In November 1940, he was succeeded to his post
by EORIKIRI,Zembel. Back in Japen, he spent a year touring the country,
surveyinz home conditions. From July 1941 until Octobesr 1941 AMAU served
g8 Vice Yinieter of Toreisn Affaire vnder Admiral TOYODA Tnjire in the
third KONCF Cobinet. A report of 20 August 1941 states, thet he was ap-
nointed a nember of the Chine Affair Demage Investigation Commission., On
2 Oatober 1941 he wae succeeded as Viee Foreign Minister by Hawuhike NISHI,

On 20 April 1943, ANAU sucreeded TANT, Marayuki as President of
the Bureau of Informetion. Aecording to one source, AMAU promised on
21 May 1942, a "propaganda war victory." Redio Tokyo broadcast on
? July 19427, that AMAU was among those who have been named councilors of
a new dormitory nrovided by SASAKI Kyuji for the use of overseas students,
The naxt day same source broadecsst, thet during a meeting of the Sonrd of
Information, he outlined the objectiwes of the Board in wartime. Un 14
July 1943, AVAU asddressed the Imperial Rule Assistance Agsociation's
Fourth Central Cooperstive Couneil, whieh convened in Tokyo that day.
The followine October 23rd Tokvo Redio carried 2 dsclaration by hia on
the esgtablishment of the "Provisional Government of India.” On 16
Fovember he addressed the ovening seseion of the Greater Hast Asia Fress
Canference in Tokvo. In the January session of the House of HRepresenta-
tives, AMAU declared, that the "Thought front was equally inportant with
the armed war front. On the 17 March 1944, he was listed as one of five
government merbers of the Natioral Movement Liaison Headquarters. On
15 April 1944 he wes a representative 2t the “ripartite:Technical Lommis-
sion which met that day st Premier TOJO'e official residence. On 18 July
1944 AMAU resigned as Fresident of the Bureau of Information. When the
TOJO Cabinet resigned, he was suc-eeded by OGATA, Tokeilora. OUn the 22nd
of December 1944 AMAU addressed the Japanese Youth Corps Uonference on
"World Developments and the Grecter ©ast Asia War." On 27 June 1940
AMAU was named Vice President and Director of the-Frotocol "nforcement
Department of the Dai Nip-on Koskai (Great Japan Eﬂv Asia Society).

He made an address at the inauguration ceremony, held that day in
Marunouchi Fall in Tokyo. A Tokyo Radio report of the next day also
mentions him as chairman of the Board of Directors of the organization,
Agcording to one source AMAU is associated with Toshio SHIRATORI and
a pro-hxis group with close army connections, AMAU holds the second
class of the Imperial Order of the Sacred Tresasure,

-
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The following information is contained in an analysis of
Documentary Lvidence No. 4064, dated 4 August 1941. Fersons Implicated:
AvAU. Crimes to Which Document Applicablet Conspiracy for Agzression
against Ruseia, Thailand, Singspore and the Netherlands Bagt Indie=s,
Summaryvof Relevant Pointe as follows:

1. Telegram from THOMAS, Bangkok, 6 Aug 1941.
The Japaneae military Attache in Bangkok stated that military sction a-
gainat Thailand would cause conflict with Eritain or the United States,
An atteck on the Netherlande ¥, Indies would only be possibdble after oc-
cupation of Fiam and & linea up on the Burma-Malava frontier. It would
he better o wait $i11 Germany thra=tenad India from the wect, An attack
on N¥orth Sakhalin and Viedivoatok might be moro advantagsous to Garmany
and need lese forces, Az Thsilend is dependsnt upon importe from the
Allies, it i3 hatter for 1t to atay nentral with a secred leaninz towards
Japen, Thomas says this shows that Javan will aveicd open conflict with
Britein and America ss long 2% this 1g economicelly possible, Japsn can
be assuraed of Thailands'e friendship by her racognitisnef “anchukuo,
settling of trade accounte, and non-agreement %to an Anglo-American offer
of a suarantee of independence,

2. Telegram from THCMAS, Bangkok, 8 Aug 1941,
vovements of Japsnesze and Thall troops up to the frontier of Thailand,

3, Telegranm s OTP Tokvo, 9 Aug 1941, The economic reaction from
Anerica, Britain and China te Jemanese advance on Indo~China forces
Japanese economiec sircles %o recognize the need for a state-controlled
sconomv. Tha enamies of tho New Order znd the activistic Torelgn poliey
noint ont that Jepen 4e obtaining war materials under the disgulse of &
conciliatory velicy. Japan 18 gtill dependent on the import of oil from
the Yatherlends Tect Indiees. NOMURA 4s trying to keep trade with Lmerica
going., It is clear from many exarmlas that Japen 12 trying to avoid &
confliect with the U.S, and fears that any further step may lead to war,

The provortion of Japan's military nreparations suggest that she s
in a vosition to oppose a military power like Russie., According to the
nilitarv attache in Mancharia, forces are lining up in three places in
the direction of Vliedivestok, Blagovyeshchensky and Chita. The new Uhief
of Army (air forces), General DOIFARA, declared that the Fussian Par East
Army has been strengthened. The army has decided for an action and the
air forces are obtainins the necessary informatione for an attack., On the
other hand, the Yovy 4¢ noreinterested in Thatland, OTT warned of the
danrers of serttering Japen's forces,

SHIRATORI, who is otherwise keen on 2 spsedy entiry by Japen into
the war, is also concerned ovar the sserifice involved, An excuse for war
must be sought, he affirmed, in giving demands to Rusaia respecting North
Sakhalin, military security for the sea provinces, and nerhane nther Far
Rastern territories, as well as a break with Chungiking, Refusal of these
demands wonld provide the excusa, OTT has warned asainst any negotiations
with the Fussians, who are nast masters at nrotracting snch negetiations
to give time for their (the Pusastan) positinn to He improved. TOYODA has
cateporically denied the existence of any nagotintions, Japan hasnct got
the lerdershin to rasolve to oprose encirclement by eliminating the Soviet
Union ag ita first oononent.

4, Telegram from OTT, Tokyo, 9 August 1941, Details of the dispo-
gition of Japanese forces in Korea and Manchuria. About thirty division

g
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will ostensibly have been moved ap by the end of August, Any deecision
to move on Russia is denendent upon German successes, and ITAGAKI has
stated that another advance in the south, e.g.,intec Thailand, iz beyond
Japan's powers at the moment., Japan's economy is erarved by American
pressure. OTT coneiders a speedy decision to enter the war against
Huseia essential. Japanese ectivity in China is small ae aver, pro-ress
is being made in the occupation of Indo-“hina.

O. Tebegrem from Thomeen, Washington, 11 Aug 41,
United Press revort on statement of WAKASUGI 4n Ingliceh.

6. Telegram from TPOMSEN, Washinston, 12 Auenst 194),
The queetion erises, as military threats are hYe'ne need acainst Janan,
of how much strength Anstrelia, the Yetherlande %ast Inddies and Britain
have to attack Jansn with.

Aﬂﬂbxﬁlﬂﬁ- Cne Aiviadon in Sﬁngﬁﬂnrﬂ, and 60,000 1vgnff1cient1y
equirped troops., Air forces divided hetween HMngenore and Anstralia,

Netherlands “ast Indies. A limited narher ~f Curtisses and Brewsters,

and some obrolete Curtiznen and Martine.
pingapore. FProhably not 8o strong ashas bheen mede out. ILts core
iz one ¥nglish and one Anstralian ivisinn and 500=800 nlanes.

The allies are nrobably eontent to steve Janan off as lonz as
nossihle,

7. Telegram from WAGVER, Heinking, 1% Aug 1941, The population of
Manchukuo 48 anti-Jananese throuchout, Viece Foreien Minister and Fropa-
ganda Chief MUTO have both assured him that Janan wants neither a war
with hussia or the southeaet. Her duty in serordence with the Tri-
Fartite Jact 12 to keep up tho tension in the Pacific.

8. Note on Baron FIRANUMA, eigned by BOLTZE, Berlin, 14 Auge 1941,
A8 Fremier in 1939 he showed himself to he "d4ffiecnlt and hureancretie"
in the negotistions over the militsry ract. After hein~ relieved of
office by "rince ¥CNOYE he again became Frecident of the secret state
council,

as Home iinister in 1941 he revresented a "conservative, cautious
and reserved policy." Fe was an opponenct of MATSUCEA who wes "too full
of ideas and too muchorientated to Yarope” for him, He feared his
activities would arbroil Janan in tha ®urovean confliect,

In the present Cabinet he 18 Minister without Fortfolio. Among
his adherents in the Cahinet are TAVARE, IVAMURA and YANAGAWA. He is
founder of the SUYODAN, The attewpt on "is life was probably made by
vounz officers, who hoved thus for a mere active molicy on the part of
the government., He was well received in lideral financizl 2ni econorie
circles, as n the Second KUNOYRE Cgbinet, he aunccessfully onnoued state
socialist measures, Iis attitude to “ermany was always nositive. Fe ex-
nreased his Joy at the conclusion of the Three Power Faet.

g, Note, signed by BOLTZE 15 Ausmst 1941, about AMAU, the newly
approinted Vice Ioreign Minister.

The following information is contained in an Analysis of Locunentary
“vidence No, 4065, dated 1 Oct 194). Fersons Implicated: AMAU. Crimes
te which document applicable: Aggressive warfare. Summary of Relevant
Fointe: Containe, among others, the following iteus!

1. Telegram from HEMMEN, Paris, Cerman Armistice Delegation for
Commerce, 1 Oct 1941, Report on the disposition of 5,000 tone of Indo-
Chinese rawrubber, sent to the U,S, Further export to America of raw
rabber would not be vermitted by CGermany and Japan,

-
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2. Telegram from OTT, Tokyo. 20 Oct 41, Revort on negotistions
in Washington, which KOKOYEZ had initiated. No Japanece sovernment 1ga
able to make paletable to the neople and the army the demande ~n whieh
the U,5, bases ite negotinting,

2. Telegram from OTT, Tokyo ¢ Oct 41, Report from the Jansrese
government has protested Britain and Iranian action in denyinz the Jap-
anefe the useof code telegrams from Teheran s2nd have aonlied gimilar
reetrictions on the Iranian Minister here. The Japanese legation in
Teheran was accused of harboring a Geraman which wae not true. Further,
the Iranian Government and British ecirecles claimed that the legation was
giving ssylum to the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, who ig a dangercus anti-
British agitator. The foreign office conticentially tells me that®t the
Grand Mufti had setually found ganciuary in the legation for awhile., hat
has now fled. OTT told the "oreign office that the Germans Aid not want
the Crand Mufti to fall inte the hands of the “ugsians or nglish and
asked the whereabouts of the Mufti. However, the Foreign Office didn't
know,

4, Telegram from O0tt, Tokyo, 4 Octoher 1941, Revort on Japanese
sentiment, which OTT describes as disillusionuent at not &aining a clear
viectory in “hina, a resulting feeling of weakness, the feeling of being
surrounded by enemies, The recognttion is spreading, however, that
Japan's a2ims are not to be obtained by doing nothing. <The oniaion of the
army leadershio (Yar Miniater TOJO, Chiaf of Zeneral S3taff SUSIYAMA and
Director of political Niviesion OIEAVA, 42 ae follows: <he Threa “over
Fact has the inherent aim of conguering the 2ritish “mpire and a new
distribution of power in Burope and Tast Agia., After ‘nasia has been
beaten, the most important thing would be to resume eontzet of $he Axis
nowers over viberia and to concentrate our entire energy in fizhting
England everywhere, As no Japansse attack on the Huseian Far Tastern
Army can be expected before spring, thers are two way®? of reopening the
irans-Siberian Kallroad. “ne way would be to atilize the ecanture of
Moscow to press the rest of Fussia to cooperation - and Janan, at the
propver moment, could apply pressara on Hussian imports 4n the Tar Hast,
On the other hand, there could he an attack on 3iberia from Best and
West next spriang, which Japan coull undersake despite her mrohlems in
China., Independent of the time of year 1s a Jananess sttseck azsinst
the Anglo-Saxon position in the 3outh.

OIT states that he 1a rapeating the confidentisl stetements of
the War Finister, made in the oresence of the Chief of Staff, to OTT,
They show how the leadershin feels about = war egainst Fussia, further-
more, thay show that the plane sgainet the South, which have te be borne
by the Navy in the wain, are not couplete and thorough. DBecauee of this
and due to the fact that there is no strong leadership, it is nrobably
that the present government will try to postpone the sction in the South.
An activation of Javan can he most easlly achiaved 1f the posaibility
of operations of a common goal, such as Sidberia on & eonbined attack on
the Near and Far Rast, can be nade clear technically and militarily.
CTT suggests that, after proper preparations, the attermnt is made to
advocate that the Commission, which was formed by the Three Power Fact
at Japan's insistence, concern itself with common military, econorice
and political problems, The feeling that they are not being consulted
bothere the Japanese, especially their egolsm,
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The statements of the militery leaders above refrain from mention-
ing America and speak only of England 28 the main enemy. Janan would
only attack America as &z lest resort, In the nezotiestions here MATSUOKA
ingisted on defining attaele in the sense of Article IIT of the Fact,
The fealins that a conflict with America 1s inevitadble 1is sairing,

4, Telegram from WOHLTAT and OTT, Tokyo 6 Oct 41, Hevort from
WOALTAT in which he argues that Germany should continue the flow of
heavy machinery to Japan in exchange for raw raterials from the far East,
Dae to Angzlo-Saxon measures, Japan now feels herself weak, and activistic
circlez are horinz for the reonaning'of the Siberian lailroad to 2 friend-
1y indastrial power, Cermeny. OIT adda that eircles in Japan, which
favor an understanding with Americe, ere pointing tothe fact that no
economic help could be reined if Japan remalng in the Axls camp, ‘hus,
{f Germany could send material aid to Japen, it would strengthen acti-
vistic forces here.

5, DTalegram from AFETZ, Peris, 6 Oct 1941, State Secretary
BENQIST-MECEIN told ABETZ that difficulties regarding Japan are mounting
dsiiv in Indo-“hina, Though Japan, with a few exceptions, is keeping to
the military clauvses of the acreement, she is more and nore endangering
French political and ecnnomic sovereignty. Though DARLAN has been in

terms, hie judgment has now been doubted by the
?renc. fUJeJﬁﬁéﬂt, hecause of Jaﬂlr a agereasive action arainat French
sovaraisnty, and a atiffening of Freneh nolitieal and economic opposition
to DARLAN's noliey i2 eonsecuently feared.

5, Talesram from RITTVR, Special Train, & Oet 1941, A provosal

to oven un a route from Janasn to Cermany via, the waters north of Siberia,
In srder to 2chieve thies, the cooperation of Japan and comnlete secrecy
are most essential. RITTFR aske CTT to give this information to the
Japsnese Yoreisn Minister in a confidential manner., <‘he prorosal should
Yo carrvied throuxh by the Uerman laval Attache and a small gsroup of
Japaness Navy officers,

7. Telegram from OTT, Tokyo. S Cetober 41, leport that the
threat of restricting the promaganda activities of belligerent nations
in Janan has now heen actuaiized, OIT told the Vice ‘oreign Hinister

AVAU he would net voluntarily retreat from his atand on provaganda which
1g in the interest nf the Three Power Pact. AMAU anewered that the verbal
note revprasents the deeision of the cahinet and cannot be chenged. Fow-
aver, the Javanese authorities have decided for a policy of furtrering
the Three Pover Peet, end will therefore take over Uermsn propagands
intereate thomcelves., OPT believes that nhe will be able to influence
the Japenese pudblic, with the help of friends in the goevernment, who
share thot viewpoint, and also mablicly are againet the restrictive
measuree. He wil! look for new wavs of disseminating embassy vropaganda,

8, Telegram from OTT, Tokyo, 11 Oct 41. OTT believes that the
matter of opening uvr a route via northern Siberian waters would better
be tzken up with the proper Kavy people, instecad of with the Foreigm
Minister,

9, Telegram from OTT, Tokyo 11 October 1941, A report by OTT on
the Navy plans. The Navy has recently won a lot of prestige and the
naval air arr hss baen adle to gain much experience in China. Since the
Anzlo-Saxon influence in the Navy 12 still vexy considerable, it wae
especially imnortant to utilize volitically the enbassy's personal friend-
ghipe in Navy circles., A comparatively faest change has occurred. TYoung

-6-




P e e i
i li"‘i li' -II- :- 1':1 i 1 ERRAR LY --.!' ! ;..2'1_“ g
{L { Hl!“{.l;l, !'Ill "l;mi_'l ?: 5J‘t‘u"11‘i:lj

officers feel that an attack on the Anglo-Saxons 18 inevitable. In
order to remain a great nower Jepan must attz~k the Dutch %ast Indies,
It wes coneeanuently a clever move on the part of %le groun andar KONOYE
that they termed the probably unsuccessful negotiations with the United
~tates as finel, after the failure of which Japan ean vursue its aims
with greater assurance.

The Navy believes it has reached its maxigam vower &nd i ready
to do its part in Southern operations. Conecoerning the fluctaztion of
the strategic attack plans, 87T has already reported. Plans mentioned
are: oSurprise atfack on Pingancre, either before or after occupation of
thailand, occupat!on or by passing of the rhilipvines, blockade of singa-
pore with attack on Borneo and Sumatre in'this indecision, thare 413 g
weakness, A direct atteack of S B » 16 now considered impossitble bhe-
cause of the increased british strength there, After the cecumetson of
Siam, a land and sea blockade of “ingapore can be affected., 4t the same
time, the Thilipnines must de teken., Desnite difficulties, the securing
of cover in the flanks will sedurc the occupation of British end Dutech
011 regions in Borneo and Sumstra. It 1s deoubtful whether the areas cen
be held for a long time against Anglo Saxon nressure, Consequently, it
is ilunortant to lnow how the Axis powers intend to onerate after conclusion
of the wer in Fuegia, and whether or not they will be able to sup ly arms
to Janan araingt the United States, after the collanse of Mngland, I have
ernhasized Japtnese rarticivation ir the finsl blow ageinst lLussgis and
ermeny's anproval of | A JErenace vilerns in the South. in order to acti-
vate the Japanese allics, 1t would be Yest to arres on & ecomnmon Nlan
O=-saxons.
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iieves thet -mericaen policy will have to chanse since Japan's netionz)
8piriv nes been aroused and wi 't be contained by the ARCD nowers.
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in Vichy, EATO, asked GAUS shout future orveraticne againet Sngland and
expressed the fesr that Cernany would ececnelude 2 conpromise pegce with
England, 4Apbessador C3HIMA thoucsht that 1t wae imrortant to renew the
Anti-Comintern Pact, Yo telegranhed to Tokyns sheut it several times,
but received no anawe L 2 big event would he mede of the renewsl,

i T wWoullld NBVve a 3 ’.,'I"i‘-' * |

12, NMemo from WAIZSAECKER._ B . 14 Oct 1941. The attacked
article shows Japsnese concern net %o niss her eonnection with the great

political develonmente, Ferhane this unecsrtainty 4e¢ the heet wavof
getting Janan into the war,

13. Memo from the I'IE representative, Berlin, 13 Oct 4]1.
Germenyis successes point to a gulck Russian colleree, the KOKUMIK
SHIMBUN says, mnglend might yet meke peace with Germany, and to regain
what she has lost in Surcpe, will try to make up for it in the Far last.
America would join fngland's advance. The difficnlties facing Japen in
creatinz the Ureaster Xast Asia Sphere wonld increase. Javan should not
remain benind the development of the world,

14, Telegram fron OTT, Tokyo. 15 Oct 1941, Report that the
Jananessa occuvnation of Indo-China is not nroceeding without friction.
The controversy concerns the handling of the Chungking Consul, relin-
quieghing of certain airplanes, confiscation of quarters and warehouces,
the enreading of Javanese anti-French propaganda among the native pop-
ualation, and so on.
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The Japanese government intends to increase her occupation army
to 40,000 troops. The Japanese government has the intention to force
through several demands through ites army there., After the fait accompli
have been in effect, former Foreign Minister YOSHIZAWA will go to Saigon
presumably to discuss the Indo-Chinese problem.

OTT has the impression that neither side is willing to let it come
to an open confliet, The Japanese government wants to protect the
picture of a treaty defense to the outside, and a conflict would lower
the country's economic value.

The following excerpt was received from the Civil Censor Detach-
ment dated 2 April 1946, re Emiji AMAU, Sugaio Prison, Tokye, Japan.
Written by AMAU to Fiji and Taihei AMAU, 753 Kichijoji, Tokyo, Japani

AMAU states "Our country thet was duilt in a century's toil of bdlood
and sweat has finally crashed. e lost the war, but we will rise again,
if the men withthe spirit of Yamato unite once again. We lost the war,
our hills and rivers are invaded, but, may we have not lost Yamato's
spirit.”

fhe following statements were made by TANARKA, Ryukichi (General)
£4j1 AMAU on 25 Marech 1946:

. Lbet's go on to Eijs AMAU,
We were together in Peking in 1917. He had lons been connected with
the diplomatic field with America, Ffngland and Russia. He was probably
in Russia at the time of the Manchurian Incident., In 1933 he became
Chief of the Information Bureau of the Foreign Office, at which time
the famous AMAU statement was made., This statement concerned the
policy of keeping Asia for the Asiatiecs.

Did he make that statement of his own accord?
. les, he made it of his own accord.

The Foreign Minister did not authorize him to do it?
It was without the influence of the military, and he made i% on his
own accord.

Was he disciplined for it?

Yo, he was not reprimanded for this act as his reputation was good at
the time. I believe he went to Italy as Ambassador. I believe he did
not have mach to do with the Tri-partite Pact. He came back from Italy
in 1939 and did nothing in particular. He became Chief of the Informas-
tion Bureau in the TCJO Cabinet in 1940, and held this poet until the
fall of the TOJOC Cabinet.

Do you know of anything he did while he was President of the Board of
Information,

fes, he was responsible for the propaganda program. Since the fall

of the TOJC Cabinet he has been a man of leisure. Fe is now in Sugame
Frison,

Did he plan the radio addresses to the allied forces during 1942 and
194317
He did broadcast to the Allies many times.

Did he broadcast to the allied soldiers in the field?

-8-
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Lny'proplganda.ainod..t the soldiers was the responsibility of the
arnmy and navy. e was not much of a diplomat; he was Very anti~-
Aperican and anti-British.

Did he hire Tokyo Rose?
Yes, ! believe so0.

Q. Do you have anything else 10 add about AMAU?
A ¥o, 1 haven't except he 1s "peanuts”.

The following 18 an excerpt from the Document Fo. 2, dated
14 March 1946 re ANAU, %1j3! |

"Crime to which Document Apvlicables Manchurian Incident. Summary

of Relevant Foints: P. 72 Foreign Office announcement concerning AMAU
statement., "Japan will oprose all economic and trade negotiations by
foreign powers with China if she considers such negotiations detrimental
to peace and order {n Bast Asia”.

The following 18 an excerpt received from the Civil Censorship
Detachment dated.IS-Fobruary'1946. from Chosho YOSHIDA, Osaka, Japan
to BE1ji AMAU, Sugame rrison. YOSHIDA states: "Grezt changes have been
drought to the world. Our ignorant mi sbehaviour has been exvosed and
Japan is andergoing a reformation., 1 an not down-hearted because 1
believe that the results of the reformation will appear after ten or
twenty yvears, Such ' tion of the mi14tary! the governmenti
and the pecple’ the militarist looked down
apon the peonle as slaves. people as equals 1%t
wasn't necessary , They would merely have said,
'‘cooperation of the paople’. . n g vou of anything just
‘1 pray for your zood health'.

B4ographical History of Eiji AMAU follows:
Date of Birthi 19 Aug 1887

1912 Jul 7 Graduated from Post-graduate course of the Tokyo Figher
Commercial School.

1912 Oct 16 Fassed the examination for diplomats and comsul s,

1912 Hov 15 Appointed Vice-consul and sranted 7th Grede in the higher
Civil Service.
Given 7th Grade Salary and |

1913 Jan 30 Given the 7th Court Rank, Junior Grade.

1914 Sep 18 Given and allowed to wear the Chinese 5th Grade Decoration.

1914 Nov 24 Transferred to Sydney and paid the 4th Grade Salary.

1915 Jul

1916 Apr 1 srgs of 1914 and 1915.

1916 Dec 26 Promoted to the Civil Service,

1917 Jan 31 Promoted to the 7th Court Hank, Senior

1917 Jun 31  Appointed as Eleven Diplomat; Pransferred %o
the 3rd Secretary of the Japanece Pmbassy, London,

1918 Jun 28 Faid the 2nd CGrede Salary.

1918 Dec 29 Fald the 18t Grade Salary.

1919 Jan 20 Transferred t0 Switzerland.

1919 June 30 Promoted %o the 5th Orade in the Higher Civil Service

1919 Aug 11 Promoted to the 6%th Court Hank, Junior Grade.

1920 Jan 10 Appointed as nember on the Feace Treaty'Bx.outionconnittoo
and relieved of the sameé on February 24, 1921.

1920 Feb 28 Promoted to the 2nd secretaryship of the Legation,
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Appointed Secretary at the Toreign Office, Tokyo and
served in the 2nd Secretaryship of the European and
American Bureau,
Uiven a 5th Clase Decoration of the Order of the Sacred
Treasure, Paid ¥700 for services in the Affairs of 1915-20.
Appointed as Cecretary attached to the plenipotentiaries
sent to the Yashington Conference.
“romoted to the 4th Grade in the higher civil service.
Promoted to the 6th Court Rank, Senior Grade.
Appointed as Secretary to the Joint Committee to zettle
the Shantung Affairs.
Appointed as gsecretary attached to the Negotiatinz Com-
gittee concerning the communication between Japan and
hina,
Appointed as Consul-General, Promoted to the 4th Grade of
the higher civil service; Granted 2nd grade salary,
Transferred to the Kwang-tung. Granted let grade salary,
Held an additional post as Secretary of the government
General of Formosa and served in the Foreign Affairs Section
(Formosan Covernment-General). P“romoted to the 4th grade
of the higher civil service,
Decorated with the 4t¢h Class Order of the Sacred Treasure
for services at the Yashington Conference,
Promoted to the 2Zrd grade of the higher civil service.
Promoted to the 5th Court Fank, Junior Crade.
Transferred to Herbin, Manchuria.
Appointed 1lst Secretary of the legation and stationed in
China. Fromoted to the Zrd grade of the higher civil service.
Appointed let Secretary of the "mbassy sand transferred to the
U.5,5.R, and ordered to act as councillor.
Fromoted to the 2nd Grade of the higher civil service.
Ordered to RFussia., Recéived 3rd glass pay.
Decorated with the Zrd class Order of the Sacred Tressure
Apvointed Chief of the Intelligence Tent. of the Foreign
Office. “romoted to the 2nd grade of the higher civil
service,
Appointed Manager of the Internatioral Tourist Bureaa.
Apvointed member of the Inguiry Committee of Cultural
nterprises inChina,
‘romoted to the 1lst grede of the higher civi] service.
Froroted to the 4th Court Rank, Junior Crade.
Paid an additional salary of ¥ 600 a year.
Given the second class Order of the Hising Sun for service
inithe Affairs of 19%1-1935,
Appointed Fnvoy Extrsordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary,
stationed in “witzerland and ordered additionally as Chief
of the Japanese Affairs Buresu in the Internstional Counecil
of the League of Nations.
1938 Mar © Decorated with the 2nd Class Order of the Sacred Treasure.
1938 Har 28 Appointed Japanese member on the Opium Committee of the
League of Natione and relieved of the same Noverber 9, 1938,
1939 Aug 1 Promoted to the 4th Court Rank, Sentor CGrade.
19395ep 20 Approinted Anmbassador FPlenmpotentiary and stationed in Italy.
Helieved of the same at his own request, March 14, 1941,
1941 Apr 2 Fromoted to the Zrd Court Rank, Junior grade.
1941 Apr 26 Decorated with the lst Class Order of the Rising Sun for
gervice in the China Affairs.
194] Aug 15 Appointed Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs.
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Anvpointed merher of the Inoniry Comrmittee on Damage in
the China Affairs, Avnointed as Councillor of the Czbinet
Planninz Board. Apnointed as Councillor of the "enearch
inatitute on the Censral Mobilization of the Uational Spirift.
Appointed as memher of the General Mobilization Council.,
Appointed as Councillor of the Menchurian Affairs Pureaa,
Anrointed as member of the Valuation Committee on funds
placed by the Japanese Govornment in the North Chine De-
veleopment Co. Ltd., and the Centrs) China Frowotton Co.
Ltd.,
Apvointed a memder of Management Committee on Government
Loans, Appointed 23 member of the Manezement Compittee on
Foraizn Exchances, Awnnointed 25 termorary menber of the
ipacial Funds Adjustment Committee, Anpointed ne merber of
he Custom and Tariff Investigation Committee,
Apnointed as menber of the Overseas Colonization Committee.
Anpointed as promotar of the "aet Acia Marine Trarngportation
Po. Ltd,.
ADY 20 Apoointed President of the Intelligence Dept. Appointed

mancger of the Greater East Asia Construection Committes.

18423 Jun 15 Appointed & Government Commission for the Diet,

L

1944 Jul 22 legigned the Fresidency of the Intellirence D&
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