HEADQUARTERS
U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
¢/O POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

TTERROGATION WO. (USSBS 138) Place: Tokyo
NAV NO, 33 Do te: 25 October 1945

Division of Orisin: Naval Anelysis Division.

Subject: Battle of GUADALCANAL, 12-14 November 1942.
Battle of MIDWAY, 4-5 June, 1942.
3-ttle of VILLA STANMORE, 6 March, 19438.

Personnel interro,.ated a2nd background of each:
TOXUNO, Hiroshi, Lt. Comdr., IJN, was Assistant Gunnery Of ficer on the
Bottleship KIRISEINMA from the beglinning of the war until it wes sunk at
GUADALCANAL, 14 November, 1942. Subsequently he was Gunnery Officer on
the (DD) MINEGUMO which was sunk off VILLa in nisht action on 6 March
1942, Lsater he wee Exeeutive Officer of the MILLE Garrison.

Where interviewed: MBEIJI Building. Room 749.
Interromatotr: Captain C. Shands, USI.
Interpreter: Lt. (j-) R. P. Brown, USKE.

Allicd Ofiicers Present: None.
SUMMARY

The HIEI (F) and the XIRISHIMa (BBs) vith destroyers deperted TRUK to
borbard the U.S. sirfield on GUADALCANAL on 13-14 lovember, 1942 ag support
far the londin~ owcrations. Just before reschin~ the firin—- position, U.S.
Cruisers nn-n~d fire on the HIEI, bBadly d-ma-in~ it. Course w=s roversed and
the Jep T=ck Force less HIEI retired. FIEI remeined in the ~cnersl =re= =nd
sank the noxt nisht. On the nicht of 14 Movember the KIRISHIMA returnecd to
GUADALC-lial Area. Durin~ the spprosch it cn-aged the SOUTH DaXOTa but wes in
turn encaced by the VASEINGTION which deme.ed the: 8te-rins cear, o=2using the

EIvs  to turn in circles while bein- subjected to U.S. fire. a4bout two
nours after the bottle commenced, +he.XIRISHIIM was scuttled and s=2nx. The
successful destruction ofthe hesvy bombardedment croup preveonted the nisht
bomberiment of HI.DERSON Field whick permitted the U.S: aircraft the néxt. day
to atteocic 2nd disperse the Traneport Force destined for the recapture of
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1in bamb Fits on KIRISHINMA or HARUNA ot MIDWAY, 6 June 194<. he DD!s

MINEGUJO sné 1 URASAME  sunk in night sction neer EOLOMBANGARA & March 19<Z.
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. TRANSCRIPT
(BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL)

Transceript of Interrogetion (Lieut. Comdr. TOXUNO, Hiroshi, IJN)

“ﬂ_“—tﬂﬂ-hi—-_“ﬂ——_—n—l-ﬁ—.—_ﬂu—-—-———ﬂ—_-“ﬂ_—-.—_““

Where you present =t the Battle of GUADALCANAL, 12-14 Nyvember 19427

Yes, I was the Assistant Gunnery Cfficer of the XIRISHIMA (B3). I was in
charge of anti-aircraft weapons and small guns. My station was in the mast.

What ships were present?

2 (BB), KIRISHIMA snd EIEI from the 1lth Squadron.
1 (CL), WATORI class
11(DD), Class unknown.

What ships were sunk?

The HIzl was bzdly demeged on the night of the 13th and sank the next day.
The XIiTUHada (CA) end the AYANAMI (DP) from another force were 21s0 sunk,
The #I1.ISHINMa (53) was lost the night of the 1l4th.

What wes the mission of yvour: foreb?

We had plennedte vomberd the sirfield on GUaADALCANAL while trensports un-
l?Pi . military personnel.

Did yvou know th=t = smell portion of the American Fleet wes in theot =real
Yes, we knew it, but did not think that it wes strong ennugh tn fight us,
Eow did you appro=ch the battle arest

We ovpprosched TUADALCANAL froa the north, then went southwest psst the tip
of SA.TA ISABSL ;oLaED tﬁ SAVO ISLAFD- paseing to thc s~uth of SAVO towards
03 G . P

GUalaLCaltsal, The E a leading W1th the XIRISHIMa 1500 meters sstern in
enlumn,

dive me = descrivtion of the sction during the first night bettle on the 1l<th.

1t was our plqn to stesm southwest to 2 firing position on the =irfield, then
reverse course snd retire., While stcsming southwest, the battle commenced.

The HIBI and XIKISHIMa both turnod tc the left to reverce course. The HIXI

in the le=sd, was being hit and did not tu n ag fast =28 the KIRISHIMA. Although
they wore supposed to be in column, the KIRISHIMA was on the port querter of

the HIEI, then later shead of it. I d» not know how many times the HIEL was
hit, but the KIRISHIMA wes hit only once 211 night. That was by 2 1l5cm shell.
There were nany selvos 2nd many near misses around both battleships. About

450 men were lost on the HIEIL.

Did ynu heve roder at thet time?

Wie did not heve radar fire cnntrol. PFire contrnl was visusl only, unless
we received =2id fr~m sirplenes. I think that one cruiscr had radsr sesrch
control, but it was not very reliable.

Do you know if the HIEI bombarded the =irficld before it ssnkl

I o nnt think so. It wes very besdly deomsged »nd cculd not steer. 1 heard
thet it sank the next night 2fter gir attack during the day.

During your approsch were you sttecked by airplenes?

No. The HIREI sishted twn planes but they were so far sway that we could not
see then,

While vru retired nn the deoy =fter the EIEI wes sunk, were you attacked by
airplsnes?

In, wa were never asttacked hv ai rplanee during the entire time we were near
GUADALCATAL,




Trenscript of Interrogation (Lieut. Comdr. TOXUNO, Hireshi, IJN)
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Give meca Acscription of the battle the night of the 14th,.

The KIRISEIMA was acain proceeding towards GUADALCANAL to support the trans-
port lamding by shelling the airfield. Our speed was about 28-20 knots. One
of our destroyers turned its search light on the SOUIH DAXOTA and we opencd
fire. We think we hit the SOUTH DAKOTA many times, inflicting much damageCe.
We recaived about 9 — 16" hits and about 40 — 5" hits. We didn't think that
the SOUTH DAKOTA hit us at any time. However a second battleship was firing
upon 1s. We couldn't see it because of the glare from the destroyers secarch—
ligkts., Teceusc we were hitting the SOUTH DAKOTA and couldn't see the second
battle ship, we did not shift fire. Two heavy cruisers were with us and were
hit but not damseed bsdly. They were of the TAKAO class.

Did the KIKISHINA sink as a result of the gunfire?

No. Shortly ofter the American ships opened fire the steering gear of the
YIRISHATMA wae so 02dly dnrafed that we were unable to steer or repair 1it.

We kemt turaning 3n & €ivelie oud couldn't get awaT. We slowed down te try to
etoer with the creines but it wes no use. Our engines were not bodly demaged,
but w2 were reseivang many hits from the WASHINGTON. Then the Captain decided
that since we couldn't ste~r and the engines were dameged thet 1t would be
better to scuttle the ship. He then geve the order to open the Kingston Velves,

How long éid the ship remain afloet after receiving the first hit?

It took about two 2nd one-helf hours to sink, Destroyers came alongside and
taolz off nbout one-~querter of the men. The rest of the men jumped over the

side and were later picked up by destroyers. We had ebout 1400 men on board
ond lost zbout 250. I stepned from the KIRISHIMA to e destroyer and did not
even get wet.

Was the KIRISHIMA ever hit by torpedos?

No,

How do wou know that the ship was not sunk by shell fire?

I heard the Captsin give the order toscuttle the ship. Later, on the destroyer,

one of the engineers told me that they had opened the Kingston Valves., The
Captsin was also informed that the valves had been opened before he transferred

t0 2 dastroyer,

While vou were retiring on the destroyers, were you attacked by sirvleanee?

While we were on the way beck to TRUK one destroyer was attacked by two dive
bombers, oput did not receive any damage,

Was =ny d-mage inflicted upon the Transport Force?

I do not know, lie were operating in seper=ate forces.

Do you know if you damazged any of the American ships?

We thousht thot we had bsdly damaged or sunk the SOUTH DAKOTA.

Did the loss of your ships in this action effect the plans for your SOLOMON
Cempeign.

It effecte? it to= certsin extent, but not too much., It was decided not to
try to recspture GUADALCANAL, About a month later it was deeided to use

destroyers to tzke Japanese tooigg gEi of GUADALCANAL.




BATTLE OF MIDWAY 4-5 June 1942

T

Q. Werc you present ot the Battle of MIDWAY, 4-5 June 19427

Al

e

Yes, I wes Assistent Gunnery Officer on the Battleship KIAISAIMA. I wes
stotion>< in the mest in charge of all snti-sircraft wespons end sm=ll guns.
Tho Ha-Ulla (B3) was with us in formotion. Also four airer=ft carriers and

gsnme acstroyers.
Wog the XIRKISHIMA demagced in th=t bettle?

No, no hits on either the KInISEIMA or HARUMA. One dive bomber attacked the
HILISHEIMA snd splashed water nn the stern, but no demsce. Eigh horizontsl
bombers dropned brmbs 2bout 100 meters from HARUNa, but no dams/e, We were
in formation. Dive dombers attacked cerriers »nd inflicted much demeage,

Were wou sttacked oy torpeds plenes?

Torpedo plancs attacked csrriers in the morning, but not us. The plancs did
not et very close, We &id not like dive bombers, Becesuse they cene in such
hich ancle, they wer~ very hard to fire 2t. We cmmld docge torpeines =and
horizontal Onmbers,

VILLA-STAUMOHE 6 March 1943

L

Were vA~u on the d-rstroyer MINEGUMO ot KOLOMBANGARA ~n 6 March 19437

Yes I wes Zunnery Officer when it wes sunk thers. The MURASAML (DD) was .~
sunk =2t the seme tine,

Whoat was the missi-n?

We had 1oft BUILT in the lete afternonn, passed botween VELLA LAVELLa and
KOLOMBoi Gana ISIANDS up to VILLA where we unloaded summlies, no troops.

How were ynu sunk?

After leavin-~ VILLA, it wes very dark. We were stecaming to the nnrth when
about eirht Ameriean ships commenced firine =t us. We thoucht thet they
were eruisers. We had nnt seen them befnre they commenced firings. We were
hit s0 qgiickly that we were only sble to fire = few shotls, I do not think
we nit. DBoth the wIWS3UMO 2néd the MURASAME sank very quickly. nly <9

‘pcople saved. It took us seven hours t» swim ashore.
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