8 ADQUARTERS
. S. STRATEGIC BOIBING SURVEY

(PACIFIC) . ,

APO 234 c/o PM San Fpancisco .

/

[WTERROGATION NO. 502 DATE: /J December 1945
R Tokyo

Subject: Orszanization of DAI HONEI and JOINT PLANNTIG
Personnel Interrozated and Background of Eachs:

Lt Gen NIYAZAKI ohuichi - Graduate Hilitary'Academy anc. Army liar Colleoe,
Instructor at War Colleze, 1934. 1930-39, Staff Oificer with Army in CHINA,
(Hankov)., 1939-40, Resinental Com ander ¢ith KVANTUNG Army, VANCIURIA. |
Instructor, liar Colleze 1940-41 (1S months), 1942-43, SOLOLONS Areas even-
tually assumed position as Chief of Staff 17th Army GUADAICAUAL, 1943=44,
Chief Secretary, lWar Collese, Sept-Dec 1944, sosition of command vith
KLANGTOL Army, South China, Chief 1lst Section SA:BO HOMBU since 14 Dec L.

Lt Col LADA moriva. Served in lst PHILIPPIILS Campaicn. Returned to TOKYO
in August 1943 and has since served as a Staif Officer in SAiBO HOLBU,

Where interrogated; Japanese liar liinistry

Interrogators: Col Philip COLE, GSC
.Gol Jermain F, RODEiuAUS“R ORD

Interpretery Lt Cmdr VWalter EICHOLsleSHR

Allied Officers Present: llone

SULLIARY.

Lt Gen miyazallii confirms that DAI IIOIEI did have a permanent working
Stal{f in wartime, dravnh from the offices of the C/S the Inspector Gen J (Ground)
Training, the Inspector General of the Air (Training) and the Viar Ministry. He
discusses planning for the defense of LUZON and the decision to combine Army Air
and Navy Air Forces subsequentlys The interrogation ends with answers to several
questions on Logistics Planning,
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Gen MIYAZARI: If you wigW ask me ‘)ointed questions I mﬂfi'l.,o my best to give
you the correct ansvers on the basis of the work I have done in preparing J
for the interview, = -

Col CCLE: 1'll ask pointed questions all right.

de First of all, during the period 1944 to August 1945 - say about December
1944, - what titles did vou have and what was your official capacity?

A. I was the Chief of the First Section of S5ALBO HOLBU, which is the section
of SALBC HOIBU vq1cn is concernoa w1th operational planning.,

Q. lihat is SAMBO,HOMBU exaotly?
Ao  That means, I.vas a momber of the office of the Chief of Starf of the Army,
anc. I’ was head of the First section; that is' a part of DAI’HONEI

de Did yOL have any other alfiliation? licre you a member of any other staff
besides that? ; o :

A, I had no other official auticse
de Did you have anything to do at all with RIKUGU:: SHO?

A, There was no connection, SALBO HOWMBU is concerned with operations whereas
the RIKUGUL SO0 is administration, The Army Department RIKUGUN SHO was
responsible for organizing units, handling of personncl, equipping and in
generel, administration, |

de I find pecople wearinz two hats and somctimes three, and the thing I'm mainly
interested in, is making clecar vo myself vhether or not DAl HOMEI actuvally

had a Jerﬂancnt staff vhich vas no% concerned with anything clse cxcept the
duties in DAI HOIEI? ' '

A, Géﬁofél‘Sﬁdakiné”peoblé"in ATBO HO. BU dld not con curn tthSblVOS wlfh dnt:os
'porJormod in' the RIKUGUN SHG.S Hoxevgr thore was one gectlon called the 4Ath

“pection of SALT 20 HO. Bﬁ vhich'i as made wp of poruonlpl the samc personncl
which ‘formed ‘the BUREAU-OF LILITARY A:iAIRS in the HIKUGUJ oHO,

Qe That had dutices both in DAIIONEI and RIKUGUN SHO?

A. That is corrcct; thc samec personncl., In othcr words, this onc officc was
consid: red to be tine Ath office of SALBO HO. BU and also the BURLLAU OF [ilLles
TARY A/VAIRS,

de They came under the lar iinistry as vwell as DAI HOWEI?

e 2XYogse The firgt scetion of the Tirst division of my officc was concorned with
studyiny actual varfarc; tic cxpericncee of lcessons gainced from past oper-
atlions,

Jde Vhat did the sccond scetion do?

A, That wvas purcly planninz opcrations. The pncople in the first scetion of the
first division not only had the duty of studying lcscsons from past opcrations
but the additional duty of taking chargc of instruction on the basis of their
trainins in the Army,

Jde Implementation of the leszons lcarned in the form of trainine?
A, Ycs. Ve had a department called the KIOINU T0:BU (Training Department, Gen-

ecral Starlf) anc these peonle in the First Scetion of the First Jivision werc
also the first scetion of the training department,
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otill in DAI HONEI?

No that is entirely differont. They also wore two hats. The organization of
the Army is designed for peacetime, and vas divided into threc scctionsy The
RIKUGUN SHO, the SOLBO HOIBU, and this KIOIKU HOMBU--in other vords, the Army
Dept, the General Staff, and the Traininz Dept. Thosc three vere independent,
and cach dircctly responsible to the Empcror, Hovever, in war time DAI HONEI
vas made up of pecrsonnel taken from thosc three divisions.

t still lecaves mec bcwildorod as to vhother or not DAI HONEI 4is rcally an
cntity all by itsclf.

First of all, have yov a copy of this documcnt? (Indicating orsanization
chart introduccd by Col COLE), It vas madec by llajor OGATA?

I don't have a copy but I understand it,

I'd like an English translation of it madoc by a Japancsc,

I'm not curtain, but I think this chart uwas turnc’ over to the Allicd Hcad-

quartcrs accompanicd by a translation,

That is pcrfectly truc, but I have lost trac: of it mysclf. It was ziven to
FEAF, onc copy of the English translation only, and 1 couldn*t get that,

What is thce litcral translation of this linc hcre? (Pointing 1o First Scetion

of 1lst Burcau of D.iI HOKNEI),

Thesc arc the same pcoplc as thosc in the first scetion of thc officc of the
Inspcctor General of (Military) Training.

Lxactly what is mcant by thc pronoun "thesc"?

Thesc pcople in. my scetion ( ' i
arc the same as the personncl of the first scetion of the Training Departmente.

What did the Traininz Devartment vork undcer--tho Trainins Dcpartment of vhat?

Ls L explainca, there was the SAMBO HOIBU, the RIKUGUN SHO and this (Wotc:
cvidontly rcferring to KIOIKU HOLBU) was an cntircly scparatc organization

in the liain, responsiblc to the Empcror as Yias the SAMBU HONBU and the RIKUGUN
SHO .

Then where do they fall in here? Here is S:IBO H0IBU, a part of DAI HONEI,
and herc is RIKUGUN SHO, ‘Viherc is the TRLINIIG DLPT?

This was a pecacctime chart; I will drav ‘anothcr. (Wote; A roush neneil
chart showing wartimc sctup was dravn and submitted). The voy it vas sct up
in peacctime: Herc is the Enperor; under hinm you have the Lrmy and tlavy

On the army side 'of the chart you have threc sub=-scctions, all of vhich arc
dircctly rcsponsiblc, On the ilaval side I amn not cortain cxaccoly how it was
sct up; but there is no DAI IIONEI in pecacctime: in wartime you get personncl
taken from SAIBO 10iBU and the KIOIKU SHOGUN. You ot personncl taken from
all these branches, put into onc group called the RIXUGU:!, The Navy docs the
saric thing,

And this bccomes the DAI [IONMGI?

Ycs.
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de L' like to 53t "in’do. mmicvlar oneration and const L a pilc turc, in my
mind of how the plannini was carried -out. here in thesc hdadquartors. In other ‘
vords: - The First-Division of the Army Guneral Staff., | |
tic arc told, on the first psazc, (of licmo. previously submitted by Gon. MITAZAX
that about Dcecember 1944 yvou beecame concerncd in oporational gzuidancc artor
the tcrmination of thce operations on LEYTE., The operations on LEYTE had had a
certain result: thercfore tne task becameg to decidoed what to do next, in sub-
scquent opurations in the PHILIPPLES, I understand: fron-Gen NISHILURA, that
the plan of ToldLUCiHl for the defensc of thc PHILTPPIWES from the Ground rforecs
-point of vicvw, was éoumplcted fully decided upon, before it was over ziven o

- Hte Navﬁ, so that the Navy would have an opportunity to make a plan that woula
marcih along with 1it?

As I am not certain cxactly. I vwas in CHIWA when that plan was drarn up and
Can't bc eertain as to what the rclation was betwecen the Army and Nav

Jd¢ Whet was the military situation in the PHILIPPINES at the time you camc in®

Ae 4Lt the tine I came to S4MVO HOIBU the situation as regards the battlc for
LEYTE on land had bececome very conplicated and very difficult for thrcc rcasons:
le In thic first slacce shippinz betvceen LU4ACH and LEYTE--transportation--

was practically impossiblc by sca: thercforc 2. it was impossiblc to rein-
forcc our troops on LEYTE; 3, Wec had been using and cxpehding a great nunmber
of airplancs from LUZON and :1InD.iiL0, and it vas impossibly to rcplace tacine

Je. hon vas this?

is - LIS T48 Of0 Lhe lAtn of Deecmbor, vihen I took offices Yor thosc threc roa-
sons, when 1 came to officc in ollB0 HULBU, ta ﬂtut_..blon nad beeoric very
aifficult, ohortly aftorvaris 1F “ocamo LVl“'nt that vou slasned o land on
LUZOH, beecause you sent heavy forces, vhich cppearcd to be corposcd ol what
. aprcarcd to the Japancsce to be' landing lolwvm, tharoush the SURIGLC Strails,’
andin~ en HT“GROS5 landinz on IINDORO and indication’the intention of "land-
ing on LUZ4O!

). Vhat was the timc.dilfferenco -betuden the -time vhon you made up your mihds
you had lost LEYTE--and the time of our actual landing on LUZOIT?  How much
timc, in other words, ¢id -rou hawve to plan vhat you 1ould do on LUZ ON?

Le Ve dceided that we'd lest the batitle for IEYTRE in'the Tlldlu ol Ducumqur.
Since the landing on LIﬂiuYLd took place on Januwary 9, we haod less Uhan.onc
..month. « lic. didn*t cxpoct $he landinz witil the cad of 'Jenuary and vcre sur-

priecd at such an carly londing. PR ST e SET R gRERETRR !

- Y

Yot Whin did- you m&lcc‘ t‘-‘n;c,-- p]ie.n*'-‘i" _o:r" tHu :dc:..ff_ un's«: | ofj_ LU'ZOH?' 5\
5 LR , i el AR g b b >
ks 4 #oing oh o pubjeet liko th it 1% Toilo ;lLSt bu nccessary to LKOl”ln that
.. tho orlvlnql plan ifor the defende of the cntire P“IuIPfxmmS ”rbiriaﬂlmdﬁb by
Ficld iarshal TERLIUCHI in the PHILICPT DS, 4t “the 't meé tho operation toolk
place, I v.as back in S54IGON, Lt the time v 1CuhullV camc in contaet vwith tho
ecnemy, Gonercl YaiuaSHITL ves in dircet comﬂwnd There I could not sqy at '

vhat time it vould have to be a definite b&tulc for LUZON

e A trjinﬂ to gct the picturc of -jou sitting around a téble here in TOKYO,
cstimating thc military position in the PHILIPPINES and making ﬂuClSlOHS as
v to vhat would bc done. 1 want you to ﬂoscrlou 1nwu you a“ﬂ° | '

Le I vill explain what happened in detail: At the timc, although DAL LOUEL vas
. gtudiring “the problcrm of thce dcefensc of this vholce arca==thc QOUtJu“n Arca and
the PHILIrPIIHS--lt vas not up to Dul IO"I to direct the dcfense of LUZONW
beeause that was the direet PLS)OHSLblltv of tu¢ Ficld Commandcre . Therefore
we did not concern.ouvrsclves with tchlnf hin how to run thi oncration becausc
~he vas in a w»osition to knov how to handlc it--a ctter position than ve vucre,
Our main objcet was, in this particular cammaisn, thc sujpl of airplancs
sinec vic had had so many losscs in the operations at LLYTE, Thercfore o
.studicd. the problcm as to vhuther we should rcinforec the air force at LUZON
or not, and in ordcr to study this iniorc closcly, I mysclf, on Dcecmber 2
flew to MANILA for liaison purposcs,
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. e What did you finc xgn you vent to [ AILA with res: Jug,to tnc sitwation in
A air strcengti?
A, At the time I landed in 1LuiIli, I found that Gen YuliiSiIT4's headquarters nad

alrcady comploted thcir plans for the defense of LUZON Island aftcr studying
the vroblem. VWe belicved the landing would come very soon., Originally we had
a »lan dravn v for the dcfensc of LUZ0. in casc vo lost LILYTE.

d. Vho drcw that up, TEREHUCLI or DALI HCIEI?

A. I think both of them planncd it The principal featurc of this plan vas tihc
acfense of the Southurn rcgion of LUZCN Island. Hovcever, at the time I arriv-
cd in ILLHILA, I found that they had becn studying the campaign that vould foll-
ow and QOCLdb that it vas not a sound principal, to defcnd the Southern pa art
of LUZON. Just when I arrivcd they had changed to a new plan as a result of

this study.

By the time I arrived, at the cnd of Dcecmber, vie had changed our plan so that
tic eonld rotreat into the hills with a larger part of our forcus--tnu hills
around BaGUIO, We vovrld lcave a portion or our [lorces to defend the CLLRK
FIELD arca, and a third forcc uas to concentrate Zast of i1ldlILi, Ue were just
bezinning to change the dispositions at the time I arrived, on the basis of,
that »nlan. I previously said that, vherces the original plan to defond tho
Southern part of LUZON had bucen vwith the idea of repelling an invasion, thc
idea nov was to just hold off as long as possiblo. |

s Thet vas the mllitary sitiation a8 rou foring 1t ihot vas the situntion ©ith
®
rcspect to alr Strbﬂ’tn.

L. Vic belicved that when thc uuhRIC“ﬁS landcd on LUZON Island it vouldn't take
thom long to capturc the airficlds. Dospite the fact that General YLRLO:AIT.
had trcmendous forces on tho 1slﬂnd, tiwosc airploncs opcrating from nculy
capturca flclds vould be~in offcensive operations in preparation against tac
next offensive operation vhich micht boe acainst CALNTOL, FORLOS. or the RYUKYU
thereforce it boeame nccessory for us te buvild up cnough air strengtn to QQLLnd
the probeble arcos of attack in the ncext operation, and for that rcason it
tas naturally ill acdviscd to sond any rcinforecement of plancs to LUZON

Jo Lcits po back a little bit: Uhat did you find was thc actual cxisting situa-
tion at th -t momcnt with rcspeet to vihot air poucr vacy had left in LUZ0NT

ie I am not certain of thc numbers of »lancs ve had, but I think it vas scveral
hundred. Hovever the figurc isn't comparable to the number of plancs you had.

Q¢ Do I understand that therc vore scveral hundred army Ploncs in LUZ0:T that
LLYe ‘operationaly K

LAe © Yos, they vere scrvicable ploncs, but this fisurc. includes both .rmy and Navy
Plancs. -y

Js YHerce the Havy pluncs operational? Did they have pilots an’ verc they ready to
take the air?

Le I could investigatc the matter and zive yov an cexact figzurc.

3., I don't uvant an oxact fizurc; "I just vant to knovw thc impression you got vihen
you got out therc. That vras a part of your dceision: you vent dovn thcre to

find out vhat the situation vas., I want to find out vhat you found; that 1is
all?

LA, 4lthoush vc had scveral hundrced plancs, I belicve ve had so fer in coumparison
to you that it vas just inpossiblc to try, in terms of comparison.

Qe 411 right, what did you plan to <o tvith then?
L. liost of the plancs verc fizhters, and the othcers vere special attack plancs
v:hich terc cscorted by the fighters. I belicwe that we intended o usc all

of them to repel an invasion vhen it came,
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Q. Vicre phgy—left.therc for tust buraosel | :
e Yos, Thoy vere left thcerc., ;
de The Navy plancs, too? |
b  ¥¢83'311 of thém@l . ' _ . g | ; | M

de what happened to them?

de wll the plancs veore lost, a srcat mmber of them in speeial attacks upon tho
iavading flocts, w4lso a groat number viere leost as a result of destruction om
the ground by your bombing and strafing.,

e l/ho comﬁﬁndud_thc Javy plancs that were on LUZ0I?  Vho had operational centrol

OJ. tLJ.‘ul e
Ae I Dbelicve that Viee Admiral FUKOTOIE had cormiand over the Naval p1a os ‘since
he was in command of the 10th Air IFleet, g -

2s jWhero was ho--down in SIITGAPORL?

A, Ho, ho tas down in LUZON at the time I vent dovh. there, hut: ]IJ.'E'L'*"‘I‘J.OI' to the

* landlno 3. bvllbvc Lnat Vice Admiral FUKOTOIL went te QILGA Rli-and that- he 1is
utlll,t sre... Also Vice Adiiral O} Al ISﬂI had command’ of a g oup ol iavy plancs
which.vere withdrain to POR;Oon ana 1n1c1 CaP‘LuL uﬂt rdldq oa LUZO“ during
operations, from JO”IOSA - ' | &

Jo -What were tho-commandlrolatiﬂﬂ pips betiocen Those tvo admlra1 anc. General
YALASIITA? What did Gonofal YALASIITA have to do in easc he desired to Gt
wanat we called "ground cooperations" from thosc Havy 3Lanus?"

A, ~Of coursc G ncral ¢ALAU IT4A had no control ovcr tue Waval'fdfdcé;'but'it Tas.
a. JOlnt-Opuratl,ﬁ, and altihough TGXYC wouldn't know just cxactly -hot this
coopcration was cairicd 01t I belicve it was very closc--a vwell arranged by
them' in . the field; theref orb A DO | Ohﬁu \ould not knox.' Of course 1 am

spcaking of .the uay it was st upe | | |

Qe I'd like to ask how you t!inl closc coopcration an” coordination cduld be
obtained in the ficld if it didn't obtain ih TORYC? Hov did you have anw
rignt to. expeet. any closc cooperation ana coordlnau1on in thu rlpld 1f yoo
didn' t cvon knov in TOIYC_AOL it vas s0ins to ‘i © LCLud anﬂ'Wﬂdb no Pro- ..
vision for it? ° e | |

Hilly _To VlVL an prlandtio" of hov. tho Arm" anf aval air forécs vere usced- in thesc
joint opcrations, the dceisions verc made in TOYO as follous: In th. casc of
abuacks, T0L,Y0 vould issuc ordors for a curtain taract to be attacked by both
Army plancs and Navy plancs. The mecthod of attack to be ﬁuClde by the com-
mandcrs in the ficld. Howcwver in the casc of dcfensc, you have a differcnt
problem bocausc yov can't tell vhich way the cnemy's coming from or vhat sit-
vation wovld develop; so in planhing TUKYO would issuc orders that, if thec.con-
cmy would comc from a ccrtain dircetion or form another ﬂirociion;* hey vould
give a general plan of attaclt, a plan of how such an attack on an invacing
force should be carricd out, buv could iob, of coursc, dceide vhen or pwactlv
how it could be carried out, and that had to »e left to the commandcrs in the
decided oxactly. the number o> plancs to bc uscd, and the decision made in
TOKYO was only a gucstion o. lccidin- that both Army and Javy plancs vhould
bc uscd.

--r
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3y dL'S Just a, suwos,lon on thc part of the IIIP”RML,@NERAL oTAFT to the
commandcrs in the Tficld that it vouvld be a good thinz if thew would ceordine
atc their air forces? Then do I undcerstand that your decision was, that the
"soveral hundrcd" plancs, Army and Navy, which you found thére--opcrational
plancs and pilots-==should bc lelt there to do as vell as they could to support
the around forccs in defensce azainst the invasion; that thcey should not be
rcinforccd but left morc as a sacrificc?

A, It is as vou sugucsted: No plancs werce sont to rceinforcc thosc alreacdy on
hand, and thosc therc vierc left to cdefena tac lsland againct an attackidﬂ
flcoct. Tho rcason for not rcinforcing tie air forces tuurc was that thus had
such a problcm of maintcnance and suppl: sincc, particularly, most of our -

heavy cguipment and installations had b.cn vithdrawn or werce to be withdrawn
with the troops.

3. That, then, was the deceision that was made vith respeet to how the air should
be utilized. Vhat about the ilavy? VWhat was thoe situation viith respect to any
hclp that they could cxpect from the Navy at that time?

A, You mean, just tho Naval scrvicc forccs or air forccs?

Q. I mcan thc IMPERIAL JAPANLSE NAVY; what was it going to do about helping to
dcfend LUZ0ON? | s .

A. Ve had no hooc of support from thec Mavy becausc after the defeat in tne °
Sccond Battlc of the PHILIPPINES in October, at which time thce Navy had done
cverything it could to su1port the navv ras vitidrown to thp licst and South
to SINGALPORE, :

Q. How was it planncd to utilizec Air pover and Naval pover in coordination i
- your plan of defcnsc of the continent of Asia?

A, By thc cnd of thc war of coursc there vwas Practically no Naval povicr to spcak
of ¢ therefore wc couldn't count on any Haval support vhatsocver, Regarding
air support for opcrations alonz the GIL'A coast, .about the only place we

could dcfend satisfactorily from the air point of view was SHANGHAIL because

" we had certain air strcength in the SIANGHATI Arca, Ve could also send ailr

stronrtn from FORI'OSA and from KIUSHU to cover opcrations in that arca,
As far as CANTON vas concerncd, the situction was not so very gocd for the
Japancsc bccausc vie could ogly providc a portion of thc forces in TAILAN for
air. cover therc, We also had ground air force strength in the CANTON arca,
but down in thc southcrn part it vias very small strength, not in great numb-
crs, Aside from that I don't knov hov they supported uith alrplancs.

Qe I'd likc to have 7ou cxpand that, cspceially vith respeet to having coopcra-
tion betueen the army and Havy, ilowv did they do that?

L. Lo deecided to. handlc it in the follouing manncr: In FORIOSA w¢ had 2o do-
| tachment of Naval air strength and o ccrtain amount of Army air strength.
The Naval air forces in FORLOSA 1:cre put undecr the direct commnnd of thc

- commandcr of the Army Alr l'::::rcc:s'.
Q; liho 'was he?
A. Lt Gen YALALIOTO,

! ]

Q. Hc was Commanding General of all ground forces in FORLOSA or just the air
povicr? |

A, He was thc Commandcr of thce &th Air Division,
Q. He inturn vas, I bdlicvc under the command of thc Ground Arca Arry Commandcr?

A, Yes, he'was.
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Qs t vas a clear case of thc Naval aviation zoing uvnder Aruy command? q
A, In the OKINAVA OPLTTL*OHu t' ssc Army and Vavy Air Forces would be uscd to
attack your shipping in this arca, in the KYUSIU arca. The 6th Air arny and
he 5th Air Fleot vere both put wider the comand of the CINC combincd Flcet
so that they verce dircctly under Haval Command, and he c¢oordinated attacks
by cither forece on any peint in the OKINAWA Islands so that herce ve haa vhe

4Gth Adr Lrmy under Uaval Command and down thore in FORLOSA we had ohe Navy
undcer Lrmy Commn.nd

ds In making that arrangement, was any oprosition cxpcericnecd from the commandcrs
involved?

Ry & lnox of no objcections to the plan voiccd by tihc commande 2T'Se
Qe Vihat ﬂavnl authority in TOKYO had to approve this plan for FORLOS.L?
A, Thec Haval General Staff viould have to issuc the order.

Q, In othcr vwords thc Chicf of Staff of the Navy gave his apprbval'ﬁo:that pnlan,
is that truc?

As The Chicf of thc Naval Staff would have issucd Tic Oraor.
Je Who made the proposol to him? _ ) o .. LA 24

Aé*-ThO Naval .General uthlf qnd tuu ﬂrmy General Staff nuld con cfenCO”ahd de-
c1dod at that confurunqo thc host vay to vork lt Qut, | ikt

Qj  Ias uUNREIBU'CHD hlms lf U?uuont at that co tOﬂco?

' | . . , ) o

L; I doh‘t thln tna Caicf of . ac Hava 1 Guuura th“f had to bo pvusunt Once
*i- the deeision vad made 2% xaﬂ “ubmlhuud bo bin for a*s ﬁﬁproval LOT h*m to
isguc. . thoe . orddes © i AL S i ';

3 '

« % Whoe gold -himthe idua¥.ix; - - ;0 s - e

- 5 p : . r
I 1 - : N b > ¥ .

Lke 1 was an advocatic of this plan, “ut there ‘also werce naval personizel at this
" confar&nco Mho'xﬁrp of the samc opinion.

2. I vant to lrov vho &WJTO&CHO the "old mun“'“ni Sﬂid, Mo thu QCClﬂud to
take your planus aviay from you in POL4OSA ~nd Pqu them to thu.urrw” i
like to knov vhat his rcnction vas. I've becn a staff officor mysclf for
meny yvears, and I knouw that soctimes tacre 1s di ficulty in, outting such
tihings across? E B '

ie I don't think there vas any trouble getting the Chicf of the l“*ﬂvk;l General
. Staff to approve thc plan becausc yhen you nre opcrating in lares arcs 1=
volving sca and land, thc Nevy is frec to ope rate in any dlrpctlonr-lt can
attack onc planc onc day and move off and attack another place néxt day,
vhcrecas the Army is not ag mobllco. nerefore it is very difficult to speak
of joint opcrctions as an acural condition in all phascs throuﬂhout a v.holc
campeign then you arc opcrating in a large arca such as the South Se¢as arca,
so that if you had such a proposcl “ﬂdu vhen you uere operatinz in' the Sou-
thern Islands, you probably vill have o great diffcrence of opinion of the
subjccte ' %

Hov.ever, by the timc the battlc arca had narroved dovn to this “rcn.(ﬁot0=
arce indicatcd vas in and around the home islands defensc arcas) all the prin-
cipal locations of opcrati-n verce alrecady scittled. le knov vz might havc to
fight in SILNGIL.I, TLIVAN, ZYUSHU. In this particulmr instance it vas alrca-
dy scttled for thom bucausu they knew it was ORIILil.., Theref ore i was per-
fcetly obvious that the best plan vas to utilizc cvery nmecans availakle in a
JOlnt opcrations against the cnemy and azainst speccifica tarycts, Therc=
fore I don't think that the samc diffcrcence ol opinion would. arise in con=
sideration of o similer situation in o larger arca so that, no matter vho
pronoscd the idea cvcpybody'had this opinion duc to thc oxizency of the
situation.
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Qs I have hcard it said by Japanesc Naval aviators and Naval officcrs gencrally

that they considercd that the Haval pllots were far superior to Army pilots
and that the utilization of Haval alrcralt in pcneral was better planncd and
bettor cxceuted than was the utilization of army air power., I should have
thouzht that that ideca would have causcd obstacles to a plan wvhereby the
Naval aviation would ¢ome uwnder the operational control of the Army aviation,
I'd like to knov what vou feccl about the respective cfficilcency of the tvo alr
forccs, army air force and tic Navy air forec?

L ]

A. At thc beginning of the war the Navy air forccs! principal objective vas
attacking ships. Thercforc they designcd plancs for such purposcs and traine-
cd their pilots for such tactics. lhorcas the Army's principal purposc vas
overland operations and bombing of targcts, so that their airploncs tv.irce
designed and their pilots ucre trained for thosc spccific purposcs. There-
forc at the he~innin~ of the nar, noturally the Navy was mveh botter than the
Arny in its mcthod of attwck and seneral tactics regarding shippinge. liou-
cver, tovards the end of the war, as the result of a gradval process in which
the Army bccame morc and morc involved in attacks on surfacc craft, I think
the differcence was narroved dovn, ’

Col COLE: I havc only gonc through the first threc of thesc shecets, and 1 am
going to havc to come back again to have some discussion about "A" and "5%,

(NOTE: 4 sup lementary intcrrosation was arranged betuecen Gen HIYAZLKI and Col
COLE for 0900 hours 5 Dccember 45).

(NOTE ;/2: The above is transeribocd from stcnographic notes. The questions fol-
lowing vicrc not rccordcd but arc rcconstructed from longhand notes taken at
the conference) e |

Qe What assignment did the Genoral hold in tho Japanusc Army Just before the
war, in 19417% ‘

Ae I was 1nstructor in ‘the Army Collcsc.

Qs Whon thc.Jdpancso dcecided they viere going to fight the United States, vas
their basic organization and cquipment of thc Army bascd largely on ¢experie
cnees in MANCHURIL and CHINA? Did they think the kind of fighting up thoerc
vas the kind thcy would cxpcricnce as they vent further South?

A, Naturally thcre wvould be'a great differcnée in fighting a country like the
United States or in the Southern isiands.e Thcrcfore our cxpericncce in fignt-
ing CHINA vias not much scrvice to us as it did not take into consideration

the rclative strcngth of thu CHIN“SE urny as conohrud to the strength of the
UNITED ST..TES.

Q.. What I'n gcttiﬁg,at 18 this=: You.knox e “LZRICuh army vasn't in FLNCHUR L
or CHINA or thc. contincnt, Did you ficl initially that vhat had b.un suc-

ccssful against CHIM. vas adcquate to make 2 drive into the South before you
cncountered the UNITED STLTES?

A, V¢ had belicf in this, Onc point I<forgot to mention: Ve had to take' into
considcration thc nature of the terrain. No mattor where e fought, as long
as wc did not run into the LIERICLN Army, we felt ve vould do all right, but
now v.c had to go to the PHILIPPIIIES arca vhere ve knevw we'd rmeet uuuRICANS

Qe How differcent were thesc orsanizations in equipment and organizational sctup:
Thosc sct up herc in the PHILIPPTVES and thosc in MLIICIIURIL and CHIUA? E,G,
what was the dif.crence betvwecn the 46th and the 23rd Armies?

Lt Col WADA: I was in the PLILIVPILES Campeign and can tell yow all aboutl it:
Our first divisions in thc PHILIFFINES verc initielly made up of forecs vhich
nad opcrated in CillN4A, lic verc defeated; thercfore new foreacs, witn ncv
cquipment and ncw tactics--cntircly fresh divisions--vicrc brought in, and
cventually vie von Victory,
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How wicrce they diffurent in training and cquipment and hov was this training
rceeeived .in such a short poriod?

The forces scht down the sceceond tine vere given much larger air support, also
greater covgrlnr fircporver in the form of mountain artillery and hcavy oUns §
the 1o em, cannon, l5cm, mortars and 24cm. mortars.

By the, timc capturce of -the Pu _ILPINES had boen accomplished, was any c.ford
then made to change tho quleLnt of thcse divisions in the South to squipe
ment vith, vhich you had had sueh success up there (llotcy indicating BATAIN

. c.,_.nC' CO.E IG‘IDOR.)‘?

We decidcd and. had intended to cguip all forces in the ficld thac same vaye
That was impossiblec., In addition, their cquipment vas considercd uvnsatis
factory, but we could do nothing about 1t,

T vnderstond most. of the cquipment usced in 1941 and 1942 camc mostly formr
CHINA, Is that truo? . ~ - .

I don't. kinov,

 4s thosc organizations moved into combat, I uwnderstand they carvicd cnough

aimwnition for one vicck's continous fi@htinﬂ--24 hours a day--and about tho
same amount of supplics on the theory that, a2t the cnd of that time, the
rcar bascs vould buﬂwn to brin: svpplics. in, and that after about three

1 seks they vould bougin to move in additional supolics for front-linc Arnics,
1s that-truc?

There Way thu boun cases vhorc “they took cnough amnmition and supplics for

onc tgck's operation into combat, but guncrally speaking military storcs

takeon vith them viere noc COHSlﬂurud quf¢lclunt.

Y

-If inot, hoyisoon vere $acy. to. bo ruSUPUlluo—l._L., they hac to be backed up,
as thpr 1oulu asc :food and an unition, gtc, tqk¢n vith thun Vir'y qu1cklv

LE they warc not to be rcesupplicd with aArmrunition, did they cxpeet that vhat
they canturcd in tho wey of British and Dutcn uQUleunu vould be utilized by
them;and ‘be:sufficicnt? .

-'

The original plan called for tnc imncediate cstablishixcnt of a supply depet
of food and amiunition in the arca cf aegtions . Hovucver, the original plan

did not tzke in such a largc arcae  Tho SOLOIIONS, for cxamplé, was an cnbircly

nev: . do “lﬂblon. In unsupported . placcs 1o had totvvpply fOPCuS as bost ve

. could, Wo couldn't supnly 2 21l thﬁ forcee in the. now arcass "I ant 1o tring

s
. SR

4,

up therquestion of, food: Evcn in. Dc“cc tlﬂp it ras Ncecssary to inport rice
fron Frofich Indo-Cnln“. 'Thnrcforu it vne inproctical for Jopan to suply
her arnics fron the henelard. 4s 1o noved into eaptured t_..rﬁ._.. s it bucoarnw tho
ride for.the ocecupying forces to buy up their food uXCLUt 1 or spy01 al itoens
IﬂlCh.‘bP small cnough to be shipped fron J“uun. o N 3 b

I undursq nd; yru;hfo ta *rt ice fron FRE! i1 . I¥DO=CHIIL not ‘only for the
arnics but also for tic honul nd. You didn't intend to make as big an ox-

pansion. llhere then vas the perimcter to vhiech you vere to go?

I an not ccrtﬂln but I think thc;“=nural boundLry'xould e ou&n throvgh PLLAU

' NETHERLLNDS ,- 1Tl GUINEL, LIBOIVA, DUTGH”L“ST‘INDILS, up across’ the uouthurn

tip of THAILLND.

How about. Burma?

That vas planncd aftervards.

Before you started tho var with us--the deeision ras made raticr abruptly,
just o fou months before var started--did the Japancsc cstimate they hacd
sufficicnt vquipment and supplics to back up thc opcrations south and cast?
lihat vas thedr opinicn--hou big a shocstring viere they opera Ling cn?

I don't think they belicved they had su’ficicnt supplics.
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: Qe But they went ahcad anyway?

scoplc vho planncd the orisinal campaigns

A, I don't know cxactly 1vhot thc necop
thouzht, but don't think thcy belicved they had cnough,

)

Q. Hov much logistical planning vas cdonc by the Goeneral Staff before thcsc
cormaigns werce startced?

A, The Japancsc verc naturally avarc of the fact they had to go lnto logistics
of the situation, I don't think thcy cntered into it decp cnough.

de Was it a natural thing for the Japancsc military commands to look dovn upon
logistics and think morc of the glory of the fighting man and "the devil
vith the poor soldier strussling with problims of supply"?

A, It must be amazing to you to obsurve the vay ve oporatec despite rcalization
of the situation. I think thc rcal rcason for this is the United States Being
supnlicd from a point of viow of notural resources; that vhere you arc able
to do that, thc Japancsc cannot., Therefore vic verce faced with a situation
vhercby ve were forccd to go ahcad whether we werce supplied or not.

Qe I can't undcrstand your launching such vast cnterpriscs vithout propoer sup-
port, If a man vent into a ducl, he vould naturally cxpect to take with him
he proper support in the way of a sword or pistol. UWhat was your outlook on
logistical support?

A, This is goins into the problem of military supplics again: Naturally there

~ wcre bound to bec people, including myscli, who thouzht chanccs of winning
verce slim, However, that isn't for the military to decide; if it is decided
to wage war, then it is our job to fizht the var; if the war is callcd off,
then we call it off, If there is war, it is a fundamcntal consideration thab
we fight that war to thc best of our ability.

Qs In othcr words, you rcalized it - othcrs rcalized it: TOJO, perhaps, was onc
of thesc. You just said, "the devil with it, wc'll gn ahead anyhoti "

L 4
Le Yos, vec could de nothing clsc,

NOTE: dppendix "A" Japancsc Lrmy GHY Chart (DAI HONEI) is not availablce at this
timc, Will bc available at o later datce
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