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PREFACE

“THE SCIENCE OF LOVE” isa study in
the teachings of St Teress of Lisieux.
A study as Dr. Wu alone could writz it:
with his heart of a poet, and his profound
knowledge of the East and West. He finds
similarities and connections even between
the teachings and philosophy of the young
French Carmelite nun of our century and

the philosophy of the ancient Sages of
China, Lao Tzu and Confucius.

In 1940 Dr. Wu was in Hongkong to
escape the Japanese who had occupied
Shanghai, and he had to write an article for
a cultural review. He had recently read a
lot about the Little Flower, and had been
struck by her philosophy of love. He wro-
te in his article that “the whole trouble a-
bout modern civilizations lies just in this:
“There is too much love of science, and
too little science of love.” And so he wrote
THE SCIENCE OF LOVE. It was perhaps
the first writing in a European language on
a Christian subject by a Chinese scholar,
and the Catholic Truth Society of Hong~
Kong published it in a booklet form, richly
bolind in red Chinese silk. The first edition
was soon out of print and a second had
to be made. The Jesuit Fathers in Shan-
ghai published it in French, The Irish Ca-
tholic Truth Society asked permission to



make an edition of their own, and severa]
reprints have appeared already. The “Sun-
day Visitor” in America made an edition
of 300,000 copies. During the war it was
translated into German and published in
Germany. Recently Dr. Joseph Taliath of
Travancore has asked permission to trans-
late it into two Indian languages and make
an English Edition for India and Burma, A
translation into [talian is also in prepa-
ration.

Strange to say, this splendid little work
written in. English by a Chinese, had no
Chinese version. One man was 1deally sui-
ted, besides Dr. Wu himself, to do sucha
translation: Mr. Chan Heung Pak. He has

already published in classical Chinese a
deep study of the Catholic Religion, “Kung
Kao Leun”, which has been praised by the
Dean of the Catholic University of Peking
s “the best book on Christianity written
since the time of Fr. Mateo Ricci”. During
the years of Japanese cccupation in Hong-
Kong, Mr. Chan Heung Pak has completed
the translation of “The Science of Love”
and now | am happy to present it to the
Chinese public who will certainly appre-
ciate this masterpiece.

Rev. N. Maestrini

Hongkong, 21st November, 1946,
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