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A Bird’s-eye View of Our Middie School

Twenty-nine years have elapsed since the nation entrusted this school with
the education of the children of the oversea Chinese. When the school was
founded during the thirty-second year: of the reign of Kﬁanghsu of thelate Ching
Dynasty; it ‘was only.a middle school. It:was later expanded into a colledge of
commerce, ‘and it was ot until the sixteenth year .of the Republic that: Chinan
became 2 university. At the end of the twenty-second year of the Republic; the
name “the Middle Sthool Department ‘of Ghinan University” was changed to
“Ghinan Middle School”” Tn spite of all these changes; that the center of gravity
of the education of - the oversea Chinese rests on the middle school is an undenic
-ahle fact.

When the ‘work of our middle school wasin full swing, there used to be
twenty-three classes—six in the .Academig; five in'the Normal, three in fhe Com-
mereial, and two in the Agricultural Division of the Senior Middle School, besides
‘seyen classes E the Junior Middle School. The number of students was approxi-
‘mately eight hundred, of which more than 90 per cent were the children of the
oversea Chinese, the rest heing the children of the faculty members;

‘Ever since the school was expanded into 2 university in the sixteenth year
of ‘the Republic; the authorities seem to have been laying more emphasis on the
development of the -collegiate department than on the: development -of the middle
school; -and @s a-restlt the Agricultural and the Commercial Divisions of ‘the
Senior Middle School were oné ‘after: the other discontinued, ‘and the present
treatmeiit of the normal students is somewhat different from the ‘treatment: they
tecéived in'the past. The dé#timtibn of the:faculty both material and spiritual; is
but asideissue. ~Thus, both the éxternal ‘appearance and the internal condition of
the Chinan Middle Sthool are now qiiité different from what they ised to be:

Whien the Sino-Japanese War broke out in ‘Shanghai, it was rather fortunate
that’ ‘our 'school, being' situated by ‘the side.of the first station of the Nanking-
Shanghai Railway, was not utterly destroyed by the aeroplavies and the large guns
of the enémy. At fhat-time, some .of our students, feeling rfather indignent,
ibinéd, the Chiriese army as voluriteers, while the rest still-pursued théir studies in
some othér places One group ‘went to Canton and another went: to-Soochow.
Thus there was one branch of the Chinan Middle: School in each'of those two
citiesiat that:time.



The difficulties: of -our school became greater iwhen -our ‘national. crisis
remained as it was. ‘With ‘the faithful support of both the teachers and the
students, however, ‘the school. ‘succeeded in resuming its work :after the war
though on a much smallér scale than before. The present student bodyis only
one third as large as-it formerly was, There are to-day only three tlasses in the
Junior Middle Sclivol, three in the Academic and threein the Normal Division
of the: Senior Middle School, and oné supplementary class. ‘The total number
of the students in these ten‘classes is less than three hundred. “Thisis far below
the ideal standard for the education of the. oversea Chinese,

The majority of our students come from the “south sez region,” and so
out school is a community in that -region in miniature, Thisis the special
feature of -our school. During the days when the “south .sea region’” was
economically prosperous, it was quite éasy for our countrymien in that region to
pay the tuition for their cl_xildren; and cénsequently, many of their children were
sent back to ‘China to further theireducation. When the “south sea region’™ is
affected by an ‘economic depression, our couditrymen find it hard to pay the
educational ‘expenses for their children, -and the resilt is that fewer students are
sént back to their mother country. So by uoticing the increase and the decrease
of the rniumber of the students in our school, -we can learn aboiit ‘the economical
condition of the ‘“‘south sea region,” especially the oversea Chineses

Now ‘that. the “south’ sea region” has been affected by the world-wide
economic. depression, and the Powers have been. feverishly fighting for markets
and ‘carrying -out their plans for colonization, our countrymen in the “south ‘sea
region” have received a double blow. The former prosperous enterprises have
one after another become bankrupt, It is by no means an:easy thing, therefore,
for our oversea students to: get the opportunity to. study in this school. We hope
that no matter- ivhat disturbances. there may be in'the counfry'zind what changes
the ’organiz:ltién ‘of this: s¢hool may undergo, they will concentrate on their
'studies and work dq‘ubly hard in. order to:accomplish their aim. The authorities
of this sclicol are trying day and night to bring about an improvément in the
whole school, especially in the matter of equipments,
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Views 'of the University
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