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NATURAL HISTORY

BIRDS.

THYE. RED-LEGGED CROW *

Sonme authors have confounded this bird
with the Alpine Crow ; but the distinction is
clearly marked.  Its bill is longer, more slen-
der, more hooked, and of a red colour; its tail
is also shorters its wings longer, and, as a na-
tural consequence, its flight is more lofty ; and,
lustly, its eyes are environed by a small red
circle.

* CORVUS.
CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum convexum, cultratum, dente utrinque versus apicem
Nures Penuis setaceis recumbentibus obtectz.
Lingua cartilaginea, bifida,
Pe¢des ambulatorii.
VOl.. LIt



THE RFD-PEGGED CROW.

. Tt is troe, thar e WedAveeed Urow veser -
Brey tere Aprne € gon Tt -n{nm and 1 saqge
common istinets. In hoth, the plumage 1
black with gien reflections of blue and purple.,
which have an admirable effect on that dark
groum}. Both delight i the summits of the

FCHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Coenvrs Graines, Cooviolaceo migricans, rostio pedi-
busque laters Lot fes Inid, Orn i p. 165, No. 41,

Copvis Gracvnes, =Gmel, Sint o p. 377

Corvis Docrnis, - -Gl 1055 p. 885, t 59,

Urrra Pyvenvuocorax.—flassety. It. p. 238, 10, [«
(ngl. ) p. 197,

Corclas, seu PYRRHNCORAX. —~-Rau Syn. p. 40. A. 6
Wil p. 8640 19.—Bros, ik p. 3.t LA L —Siuw’s Tra.
p. 251.

Lv Coracras.—RBufi. Pl. Enl. 265.—Buff. par Sunn xhii.
p. 312,

Corvisa Gioven. -l it 24—DBorlus. Cornic. p. 239,
to2 - WL Cudnzl ) p. 126, L l')

TLD-LLOGGED (,mn',.——b/ Zool. i. No. 80. t. 30 -- Lew.»
Br. firde. i G0 4l—Td. t. \'ii. f. a.—Latn  Nun,
HES 1% W

HABITAT

nt Faisopie, Asiw, Aticre alpestribus et maritimis ; in rapibax
weanitimis Anglios frequens, in quarnm  foraminibus nidum
construit.—16 pollices longus. W.

* I Gireek, Kogonizs: and in modern Greek, Scurapola -
m Comden’s Latin, .ftis Incendiarw - in Italian, Spefvier,
Tu.cda, Tatutle, Pazon, Zorl, Cutta: in French, Chouettc and
Chouias Rouge: in Cierman, Stem-taken ((Stone-daw), Stein-

T s



THE RED-LEGGED CLOW. 3

Joftiest mountains, wid seldom descend into the
plain.  The formeg, however, is much niore dif-
fusced than the latter,

The Red-legoed Crow is of an elegant tigure,
lively, restless, turbulent, but can be tumed to a
certain deeree. Afist 10 as fed with wosort of
paste made with mith, Iread. and grain, &e.and
atterwards icis reconciled to whatever 1y served
tor our tables,

Aldvovandus saw i Boloeia in Ttadv a bizd
of thissortowhich had an odd trick ot breaking
panes of glss from the ouiside, as it” to cuter
the house by the window: this instiict is un-
doubtcdiv the same with that of the crows, the
miaepies, and daws, whichare attracted by every
thing that glitters. It has even been known to
sieateh from the chimaey light picces of wood,
and thus set the house on fire ; so that this dan-
gerous bird adds tive charzeter of” an iuu-mlfnry
to that ot a domestic plunderer. But T should
unagine  that, this pernicious  habit might
be turned aguinst itselt) and, like the laik,
it might e decoyed into snares, by means of
mirears,

Salerne saw, at Paris, two Red-legged Crows,
which fived peaceably with the house pigeons;
but it is probable that he had not seen the Wild
Crow oi Gesuer, nor the deseription which that
author gives of it since he says, atter Ray, that
it agreedd inevery thing but in size with the
Coracias ; whether he meant the bird to which
this article is allotted, or the Lyrrhocerav of



4 TH¥ REDLEGGED CROW,

Pliny, These bivds are widely different, and
Gesner was caretul not to confound them,  He
knew that the Wild Crow differed from the Red-
legged Crowhy its crest, its carriage, the shape
and length of its bill. the shortuess of its tail,
the excellence of its tlesh, at least when young;
that it was not >0 noi>y or so sedentary, and
that it changed its residen-e more regularly at
certatn times of the yowr *;5 not to mention
other difterences.

The Red-legeed Crow has a shrill though a
pretiy loud oy, very like that of the Sea Pie.
It chatters almost incessantly 5 and Olina re-
marks that it is bred not tor its voice, but for its
beautitul plumaget.  Belon, however, mnd the
autiors of the Dritish Zoology say, that it learns
to speak.

The temale lays four or five white eggs, spot-
tecrwith dirty vellow.  She builds her nest on
the tops of” old deserted towers, or onArightful
precipices;  for, according to Fdwards, these
birds prefer the ¢liffs all along ‘the west coast
ot England, to similar situations on the flat
~hores of” the east and south. T shall add an-

# «They arrive in the beginning of the spring, at the
same time as the storks. -They retive the first of all that T
hnow, about the beginming of July,” & e Gesner de oz ibus.

4 The Cutta with o red bill, which on other puts is al?
Wack Ithe the Crow, except.that its feet are yellow, comes
from the mountains, In Latin it i> named Coracias. Thin
bird does not talk, but is hept merely on account of it
heuuty "~ Uccelleria.



THE RED-LEGCED (CROW

other fact of the same Kind, which Towe to a
very respectable abserver®*. btis, that though
these birds be inhabitants of the Alns of tue
mountains of Switzerland, and of l]‘usc of Au-
vergne, &e. th(‘_\’ are never foi d on the moun-
tains of Biigey, norinali the covin thatstretches
along the <0nhn('s of the connire of Gex as far
as Geneve. Belon, who saw them on Mount
Jura in Switzerland. aguin observed them i the
islands of” Crete, and always on the summits of
rocks.  But [assclquist atfirme that these birds
arrive b Egypt, and sprc ad throush the country
after the mundation of the Nife has subsided
and the witers are about to return into their
bed. It we admit this tact, which however
seems to be repugnant to the general nature of
these birds, we must suppose that they are
drawn to Fgypt by the abundance of food with
which the lands are replete, after being left bv
the waters to the powertul influence ot a tropi-
al sun: and,tin fact, they feed on insects, and
on sceds which have been lately committed to
the soil, and swell with wilky juice, the effect
of incipicnt \c-umrmn [t follows then, that
these birds do uot confine their residence ex-
clusively to rocks and the summits of moun-
tains, sinee at certain seasons thev regularly
appear in Lower Fgvpt. Nor do they scem to
be equally attached to every bieak eminence:
but to be directed in their choice to certain pe

* Hebert, treasurer-extraordinary of war at Dijon.



6 THE RED-LEGGED CROW,

culiar circumstances, which have hitherto es-
caped observers.

It is probable that the Coracias of Aristotle*
is the same with the Red-legged Crow, and not
the Pyrrhocorar of Pliny 1, which seems to differ
in size and in the colour of its bill, which is
yellow. But the bird of which we here treat,
has a red bill and red feet; and as it, was s=en
by Belon on the Cretan mountaius, it was more
likely known to Aristotle, than the Pyrrhocoraz,
which was supposed by the ancients to be con-
fined to the Alps, and in fact was not seen by
Belon in Greece.

I must admit, however, that Aristotle makes
his Coracias a specics of daw (Keras), as we re-
gard the Pyrrhocorar of Pliny; which would
seem to favour the identity, or at least the prox-
imity, of thesc two species. But as in the same
chapter I find a palmipede bird joined with the
daws as of the same gecnus, the philosopher
evidently confounds birds that are of a very
different nature; or rather, since the text traces
a regular analogy, the confusion ‘nust have
arisen from some mistakes of the copyists. Be-
sides, the word pyrrhoegraz, though cntirely of
Greek derivation], occurs not in any part of
Aristotle’s treatise; and Pliny, who was well
acquainted with that work, could discover in
it no account of the bird on which he bestows

* Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 24. + Lib. x. 48.
1 It signifies fire-crow.



TIHE RED-LEGGED CROW. 7

that name; and in his description of the
Pyrrhocorar, hg does not,copy what the
Greek philosopher had said on the subject of
the Coracias.

The specimen examined by the authors of the
British Zoology weighed thirtcen ounces, and
its wings extended about two feet and a half:
the tongue was almost as long as the bill, some-
what hooked ; the nails black, strong, and
hooked.

Gerini mentions a bird of this kind whose
~bill and feet were black, and which he consi-
ders as a variety of the Red-legged Crow, af-
fected only by some accidental differences of
colour, arising from the distinction of the age
or sex * f.

* Storia degli Uccelli, tom. ii. p. 38."

1 It resembles the jackdaw in habits and size, being
sixteen inches long : it is voracious, gregarious, and circles
asit flies. Borlase says, that it is not so mischievous as coms<
monly representad, the tricks of the jackdaw being often im-
puted to it by mistake.—Pennant observes that the Red-legged
Crow is foung in Cornwall, Flintshire, Caernarvonshire, and
Anglesea, in the cliffs and castles along the shores ; and in
different parts of Scotland as far ‘as Straxthhavem and in
gome of the Hebrides. ° w.



THE HERMIT CROW ¥.

Turs bird is of the size of a hen; its plumage
is black, with fine green reflections, which are
varicgated nearly as in the Red-legged Crow :
Iike it, the bill and feet are red; but the bill is
still longer and more slender, very proper for

_* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

€orvus ErREMITA. C. virescens, capite flavescente, occi-
pite subcristato, rostro pedibusque rubris.—ZLath. Ind.
Ora. i. p. 166. No. 42.

Corvus EREMITA.—Gmel. Syst i. p. 377.

Coracra CRISTATA.—Bris. il. p. 6. 2.

€Corvus SYLVATICUS GESNERIL-—IVill. p. 306.

LE Coracias HuPE'E. 1—Buff. par Sonn. xliit. p. 322.

GESNER’s Woop CRow.—/Fill. (Angl.) p» 396.

Woon Crow from Switzerland.—A1b. iii. t. 16.

HermIT CROW. —Lath. Syn. ii. p. 403. 41,

HABITAT

in Helvetiz montibus et destructis arcibus. w.

+ In Zurich it is called Schcllcr, Waldt-rapp, Stein-rapp ; in
Bavaria and Stiria, Clauss-rapp ; in Italian, Corvo Spileto ; in
Polish, Kruk-lesny, Nocny.

ti.e. The Crest Chough, or the Saunder. 'This name has
been given by some persons to this bird, because its
voice resembles the tinkling of the bells fastened to the necks

of cattle.



THE HERMIT CROW. [+]

inserting into the fissures of rocks and the
cracks in the ground, into thedoles of trees and
walls, in search of insects and worms, which
arc its principal food. In its stonfach are found
portions of the mole-crickets. It cats also the
larce of the May-bug, and is uscful on account
of the havoc which it makes among these de-
shiuctivednsects.

The feathers on the top of its head arc longer
than the rest, and form a kind of crest, which
hangs backwards ; but this only appcars ‘after
they ave full grown, and again disappears when
they are aged.  Hence the reason that in some
places they are called Bald Crows, and in some
descriptions they are represented as having a
yellow head marked with red spots. These co-
lours are probably the tints of the skin, which
age leaves bare.

The crest, which has given occasion to” the
name of AMountain-crested*, is not the only dis-
tinction between this bird and the Red-legged
Crow; its neck is longer and more slender, its
head smalfer, its tail shorter, &c. Besides, it
is known only as a bird of passage, while the
Red- lcgtrcd Crow, as ewe have alrcady scen,
is mwmtm), but only in certain countries
and in particular circumstances. Gesner has
therefore divided them properly into two spe-
cies; and Thave distinguished them by different

names.,

Klem.



10 THE HEKMIT CROW.

The Hermit Crows fly very lofty, and gene-
rally go in flocks¥. They seek their food often
in the meadows and marshy places, and always
nestle on the’tops of old deserted towers, or in
the clefts of frightful inaccessible rocks. Sen-
sible, as it were, that their young are delicate
meat, and much valued by the luxurious, they
are careful to breed them out of the reach -of
man. But there are still some men hardy
enough to risk their lives for the most sordid
gain, and allow themselves to be let down by
ropes from giddy heights, to plunder the infant
brood in their recesses, and reap the most dan-
gerous of harvests.

The females lay generally tworor three eggs
every hatch; and those who wish to get'the
brood, commonly leave a young bird in each
nest, in order to invite them to return the fol-
lowing year. When the young arc plundered,
the parents cry, ka, ka, ke, ke, but are seldom
leard at any other time. The young are easily
tamed, and the more so if they be taken carly
and before they can fly.

They arrive in the country of Zurich towards
the beginning of April,,at the same time with
the storks. Their nests are sought for about
Whitsunday, and they depart, the earliest of all
the birds, in the middle of June. I know not

* I'am aware that Klein makes the Hermit Crow a solitary
bird ; but this is directly contrary to what Gesner asserts, the
only original observer, whom Klein copies, without being
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why Barrere has made the Hermit Crow a
species of curlew.

The Hermit Crow inhabits the Alps, the lofty
mouniains of Italy, Stiria, Switzetland, Bavaria,
and the high cliffs which border on the Danube,
in the vicinity of Passau and Kelkeym. These
birds choose for their retreat certain natural
bseast-works, or cells of a good aspect, among
the rocks, and hence the name Kiauss-rappen,
or Monk Raven.



THE RAVEN*.

Tris bird has always been famous; but its
bad reputation has been owing, most probably,
to its being confounded with other birds, aind
loaded with their ill qualities. It has ever been

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CorAx. C. ater, dorso ceerulescente, cauda sub-
rotunda.— Lath. Ind. Orm. i. p. 150. No. L.

Corvus CorAx,—Gel. Syet. i. p. 36 1.—Lhul. Trans. lvir,
p- 347.

Corvus.t—Brus. i’ p. 8. i—~Raii Syn. p. 30. A. 1.—Hll.
p. 82. t. 8.

1+E CORBEAU.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 495.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv.

}o‘n.-l‘l. pl. 7. 1. 1,

"EN.—Br. Zool. i. p. 218. 74.—Arct. Zool. ii. No. 134.
'he _sin. Br. Birde.i. t. 33.—Id. t. vi. £.i. (Ovum.)—Lath.
V" 55" i. pu 367. 1. Id. Sup. p. 74.—DBew. Brds, i. p. 68,

HABITAT

in Earopa passim, Asia boreali, et America septentrionali,
forte in Africa.—32 pedes longus. w.

+ In Greek, Kopa£: in Latin, Corvus : in Spanish, Caérvo :
in Italian, Cortv: in German, Rabe, Rave, Kol-rave (Coal
Raven) : in Swedish, Kop. in Polish, Kruk: in Hebrew,
OM.'E in Arabic, Geralub ; in Persian, Calat : in old French,

in.:. The.sppellations bestowed, in ail langunages, are evi-
dently formed from the ‘Raven’s croak. The Scotch mame
- Corbey, like many others of that dialect, was introduced
fram the Feaneh Mg Pnplish word Raten is derived from



Plate

58







THE RAVEN. 13

regarded as ‘the lowest of the rapacious tribe;
the most cowaxdly and the most disgusting.
Filth and rotten carcases, it is saul areits chief
food; and when it gluts its appeti® on live prey,
its victims are the weak or useful animals,
lambs, leyverets®, &c. yet it sometimes attacks
the large animals with success, supplying its
want of strength and agility by cunning; it
plucks out the cyes of buftaloes, and then,
fixing on the back, it tears off the flesh deli-
berately : and what renders the ferocity more

the Gienaau Rale.— M. Montbeillard, author of this article,
objects to theindiseriminating application of the name Corvus,
to the crows, daws, choughs, &e.  The Corvues of the ancients
was appropriated to the large species, the Raven differing
from the rest considerably in its habits and iactinets. Tt is
‘as large as a good cock, and would weigh three carrion crows
and two rooks.

* Aldrovandus relates a story of two Ravens concerting
an attack npon a hare; they picked out its eyes, ain ue-
voured it.

+ Elian Natur. Anim.1ib. i, 51. Regueil des oyages qui ant
servi a (' Etablissuent de lu Champagnie des Indes, tom. viii,
p- 273. This is, perhaps, the sonrce of the autipathy which is
suid to subsi® between the Ox and Raven. Sce Aristotle Ilist.
Anim. lib. ix. . 1 can hardly believe that a Raven attacks a
buftuloe, as travellers relate. 1t may happen that these birds will
sometimes alight upon the backs of the buftaloes, as the hooded
crow alights upon the backs of asses and sheep, or the mag-
pic upon the backs of hogs, to eat the insects which lodge in
the hair of these animals. It wmay happen, too, that the
Ravens, by excessive strokes with their bill, may tear the bui-
taloes’ hides, or even, attracted by the glistening of the pupil,
they may pick out the eyes; but I cannot persuade myself
that they deliberately determine to cat the buttaloes® alive, and
are able to accomplish that uadertaking.
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detestabile, 1L is not wcited by the-(‘rav'mgs of
bunger, but by the appetite for carnage; for
2t row f///)s/'s/ Loty seeds of a)) )))59
and rveteed niay be considerel as

vorous animal *,

an ompyj-

This violence and indiscriminating voracity
of the Raven has procured it a various treat-
ment: sometimcs it has been proscribed as-a
pernicious, destructive animal: sometimes it
has been afforded the pmtectmn of law, as use-
ful in cxtirpating noxious insects. In poor,
thinly-inhabited states, the Raven may«piove
a burthensome and expensive guest; but in
rich populous countrics, it will be serviceable
by devouring the filth generated in them.  For
this reason it was fmmmly, according to Belon,
forbidden :¢ England 1 to hurt thls bird :
but in 1 . aarrow islands of Ferroc, Malta,
&c. a jiendum was offercd for its destruc-
tion f.

* See Aristotle Hist. Anim. lib. viii. 3. and Willughby,
p- 82. I Liave seen them fed, in a great measur®, with flesh,
either raw or cooked.

4 Belon wrote in 1550. ¢ This bird is esteemed sacred by
our people, and few persons will dare to kill it.”—Faune
Suecica, No. 89. The Ravens enjoy the same protection at
Surinam, according to Dr. Fermin—Description de Suremnam,
tom. ii. p. 148.

1 Acts of Copenhagen for the years 1671 and 1672, With
regard to the island of Malta, 4 have been assured that the
birds are carrion crows: but at the same time, as 1 am told
they inhabit the most desert rocks on the coast, 1 am disposed
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If to the féatures which we have now traced
of the Raven, we joinits gloopy plumage; its
cry, still more gloomy, though very feeble; its
ignoble port, in proportion to Ms bulk; its
savage look ; its body smeclling perpetually of
infection *; we shall not be surprised that in
all ages it has been regarded as an object of
aversion gnd horror. Its flesh was forbidden
to the Jews; savages never cat it {; and, among
ourselves, the most starved wretches discover
an extreme dislike to it, and remove the cori-
‘aceous skin before they make their disgusting
meal. In every country it is reckoned an omin-
ous bird, which announces impending calami-
ties. Grave historians  have described pitched
battles between armies of crows and those of
other ravenous birds, and have regarded these
cogpbats as foreboding the bloody wars kindled
among nations. And how many persons, at
present, are alarmed and dejected at the noise of

* The authors of the British Zoology alone assert, that the
Raven has an agreeable smell, which is difficult to believe of
a bird that fedds on carrion. We know also by experience,
that Ravens just killed, give the fingers a smell as disagreeable
as that of fish. This [ have been assured by Hebert, a very
respectable observer ; and the fact is confirmed by the testi-
mony of Hernandez, p. 331. It is indeed said of the Carancro,
a sort of vulture in America, which has also been termed a
Raven, that it exhales an odour of musk, though it lives upon
filth. (Dupratz Hist. de la Loutsiane, tom. ii. 3.) But most
authors assert directly the contrary.

1 Voyage du Pere Theodat. p. 800.

t Zneas Sylvius, Hist. Europ. cap. 53.—Bembo, Init,
Tih 6. linsmer de dribus. 0. 347,
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its croaking! The whole of its knowledge of
futurity is limitgd, however, like that of the
other inhabitants of the air, to a greater sensi-
bility to the thanges in its element, and to the
expression of its feelings by certain cries and
actions. In the southern provinces of Sweden,
' Linnzus tells us, that the Ravens, in fine wea-
ther, soar to an immecnse height, and make a
clangorous noisc, that is heard at a great di-
stance*. The authors of the Dritish Zoology
add, that in this case they fly gencrally in pairs.
Other writers 1, in less enlightened times, have
given other remarks, mingled with fable and
supcrstition.

In those times, when augury formed a part of
religion, the Ravens, though bad prophets,
could not fail to be birds ot vast importance.
The fondness of prying into futurity, how dis-
mal soever may be the prospect, is an ancient
malady of the human race.  All the various mo-
tions of the Raven were studied with the most
scrupulous attention, all the circumstances of
its tlight, all the differences of its voice, of
which, not to mention the minute discrimina-
tions, too difficult to he appreciatedf, no less
than sixty-four distinct inflexions were reck-
oned up. Lach has its determined significa-
tion ; the artful applied themselves to the pro-

*# Fauna Suecica, No. 69,
1 Pliny, Belon, Gesner, Aldrovandus, &c.
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fession, and "credulity drew multitudes to their
oracles*. Pliny himself, thgugh superior to
the prejudices of the vulgar, was so far carried
by the tide of popular opinion as %o mention its
Jmost unlucky cries . Some even carried this
folly to such lengths as to cat the heart and en-
trails of these birds, from the hope of acquiring
the spirit pof prophecy 1. -

But the Raven has not only a great number of
inflexions of voice corresponding to its interior
affections, it has also the talent of imitating the
cry of other animals§, and even human dis-
course, and to improve this natural quality, the
ligament of' the tongue has been cut. * Colas is
the word which it pronounces the most easi-
lyl; and Scaliger heard one which, when
hungry, called distinctly on the cook by the
name of Conrad . These words bear indeed
some resemblance to the ordinary cry of tne
Raven.

These speaking birds were highly prized at
Rome, and a philosopher has not disdained to

* Pliny, lib. xxix. cap. 4.

1 Id. lib. x. 12. * The worst omen is when they cluck with
a strangled voice.”

1 Porphyr. De Abstinendo ab Animant. lib, ii.

§ Aldrovandus.

i Belon.

€ Exercit. in Cardanum. Scaliger adds, as a pleasant anec-
dote, that this same raven, having found a paper with written
music, pricked with its bill as if it were reading and beating
time. It seems more natural to suppose that the bird mistook
the notes for insects, on which it sometimes feeds,
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relate the history of one of them™. - They not
.only learn to prattle or repeat words, but be-
come quite familiar. They can be tamed
though old f, and appear even susceptible of a
lasting and personal attachment }.

In consequence of their pliancy of temper,
they can be instructed, not indeed to divest
themselves of their voracity, but to moderate it
and direct it to the service of man. Pliny
speaks of Craterus, an Asiatic, who was noted
for his skill in breeding ravens to hunt, and who
could make himself be followed even by the
wild Ravens§. Scaliger relates, that king
Louis (probably Louis XII.) had one so trained,
and used it in the chase of partridges|. Alber-
tus saw one at Naples which caught partridges
and pheasants, and even other Ravens; but to
hunt birds of its own species it required to be
fOused, and, as it were, forced by the presence

4 « Being early accustomed to speak, it flew every morning
to the rostra, and saluted Tiberius, then the two Casars,
Germanicus, and Drusus, and afterwards the Roman people
as they passed by, &c.”—Pliny, lib. x. 48.

1 Gesner, p. 338. ¢

t Witness the tame Raven mentiored by Schwenckfeld,
which having suffered itself to be carried too far by its wild
companions, and not being able to regain its way, discovered
afterwards on the high road the men who had been used to
feed it, hovered some time croaking above his head, as if %
pay him homage, then alighted upon his hand, and never
more left him.—Aviarium Silesie, p. 232. )

§ Lib. x. 48, Il In Cardanum, exercit. 233.
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of the falconer*. Lastly, it can sometimes be
tiught, it would seem, to prétect ifs master
and assist him against his enemieg by its ma-
nceeuvres : at least if we give credit to the
story which Aulus Gellius tells of the Crow of
Valerius 1.’

The Raven has also great sagacity at scenting
out carrion § froma distance: Thucydides as-
cribes to it the instinct of abstaining from the
carcases of animals thathave died of the plagucs.
It has been said, also, that a bird of this kind,
wanting to drink out of a vessel which was too
niarrow to admit it, had the shrewdness to drop

* Aldrovandus, p. 702. Also Dampier; vol. ii.

+ A Gaul of high stature having challenged the bravest
Roman to single combat, a Tribune named Valerius stepped
forth and proved victorious by the assistance of a Raven,
which perpetually harassed his antagonist, tearing his hands
with its bill, and darting at his face and eyes. Valerius after-
wards bore the name of the Raven (Corvus). Noct. Attica,
lib. ix. 11.

[Thisstory is alsu related by Livy, lib. vii. 28. The Gauls
were so much intimidated by the fall of their champion, that
the Romans gained a complete victory. The Raven is
said to have perched on the head of Valerius, and was re.
garded as a token of victory sent down from heaven: so that
it must have been a wild Raven, But the story is e\ndently
fabulous. T.]

¢t “ The Ravens are the only birds employed in the au-
spices that seem conscious of their own faculties : for when
the guests of Media were slain, they all flew out of Pelopon-
nesus and the region of Attica.”—Pliny,slib. x. 12. from
Aristotle, lib. ix. 31, The same quality is also noticed in the
Fauna Suecica, No. 69.
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into it small stones, which by degrees raised the
water to the top*. This thirst, if the fact be
truef, is a circumstance which distinguishes
the Raven from all the rest of the birds of prey,

especially from those which feed on live game,
which are stimulated by hunger, and never de-
sire but to drink blood. Another difference is,
that the Ravens are more social than the other
rapacious birds ; but it is easy to account for
this;, since, as they eat every sort of food, and
have more resources than the rest of the carni-
vorous kind, they can subsist in greater num-
bers on the same cxtent, and have not, there-
fore, the same causes of separation. We may
here observe, that though tame ravens fecd on
all sorts of flesh, and those in the state of liber-
ty be generally supposed to commit great havoc
among the moles. and field-mice]; Llebert,

* Pliny, lib. x. 43.

1 It is also remarked by Gesner.

t It is said, that, in the Isle of France, a certain species of
Raven.is religiously kept with a view to destrvy the rats and«
mice,—Vyage d'un Officier du Roi, 1772, p. 122. It is said
that the islands of Bermudas having been ravaged five years
in succession by a prodigious multitude of rats, which de-
voured the plants and trees, and crossed, by swimming, from
oue ialand to another ; these rats suddenly. disappeared, and-
no cause could be assigned, except that a great number of
Ravens hm)f in the latter years, resorted to the islanmds, which
were never seen there either before or. since. But we have-
no proof that RaVens prey much upon rats : the inhabitants.
of the Isle of France may, like others, entertain a prejudice ;
and with respect to the rats of the Bermuda islands, they



THE RAVEN.

‘'who has noticed them attentively for a long
course of years, ngver saw them tear or mangle
dead carcases, or even settle upon them: he is:
therefore of opinion, that they prefer insects,
and especially earth-worms, to every other sort
of food. -‘He adds, that earth is found in theif
excrements.

The Ravens (the real Mountain Ravens) ara
not birds of passage, and in this respect they
differ, more or less, from the Crows, with which
they associate. They secem particularly attach-
ed to the rock where they were bred, or rather
where they have paired ; it is their ordinary re-
sidence, which they never entirely abandon. If
they descend into the plains, it is to procure
their subsistence; and this more rarely hap-
pens in summer than in winter, because they
avoid the heat, which appears to be the only
influence that difference of seasons produces on
them. They do not pass the night in the
woods, like the Carrion Crows; they choose,
in their mountains, a retreat sheltered from the
northern blast, under the natural alcoves secur-
ed by the recesses and projections of the rocks.
Thither they retire during the night, to the num-
ber of fifteen or twenty. They sleep perched
on the bushes that grow between the rocks, and
build theit nests in the crevices, or in the holes

may have been starved to death ; they may have devoured
pue. another, av often happens; or they may have been
drowned i their passage between the islands.
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of walls, on the tops of old, deserted towers,
apd sometimes ¢n the high branches of large
straggling trees *. Each male attaches itself to
a female, with which it remains united for the
course of many yearst; for these birds, which
we view with disgust, can yet inspire mutual and
constant love, and, like the turtle, express the

adual swellof passion. The male, if we believe
some authors, begins always witl: a sort of love-
song ], then caresses and bills with his mate;
and it has even been allcged, that they copulate
by the bill§, The fact is, that we see their
courtships frequently in the day-time; but the
conspmmation is performed in the sdence and
obscurity of the most secret recessf; and
hence, probably, the origin of the fablec. Nor
must we ascribe this to any motives of decency;

-  Linnafus says, that in Sweden the Raven nestles chiefly
upon the pines.—Fausa Suecica, No. 69. And Frisch asserts,
that in Germany they pitch mostly upon gy eat oaks ; that is,
they prefer the loftiest trees, whether pmes or oaks.

T They are said to maintain their conjugal engagements
sometimes forty years.”— Aldrovandus. —-———Athenmus goes
still farther.

1 Oppiam de ducvpio.

. § Ayistotle ascribes this absurdity tq Anaxagoras, and is
®ven at pains to refute it seriously; for the female Ravens,
he says, have a vulva and ovaria, and that if the male semep
entered by the mouth, it would be digested, and produce
nothing.— De Generatione, lib, iii. 6.

Il Albertus says, that he once witnessed the copulation of
Ravens, and that it was performed as usual with other birds.
—See Gesner, p. 877,
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wild animals are conscious of the danger of.
their situation, angd are anxious to provide for
their security. The White-John, we have al-.
ready seen, conceals itself while if drinks, be-
cause, its head being plunged up to the eyes in-
the water, “it is in danger of being surprised.
The Raven has the more need of caution, since
he is languid in the act of coition, which pro-.
bably lasts a considerable time; he therefore
seeks a sccret retreat, where, in undisturbed se-
curity, he may indulge his passion *.

The female is distinguished from the male,
according to Barrere, by its plumage being of a
lighter black, and her bill weaker; and my own
observations seem to confirm thjs remark. She
lays, about the month of March 1, five or six
eggs , pale and blueish green, marked with a
great number of spots and streaks of adirty co-
lour§. She sits about twenty days |, during
which time the male provides her with food,
and the supply is large; for the peasants some-
times find in the Ravens’ nests, or near them,
considerablé heaps of grain, nuts, and fruits. It
has been suspected, indeed, that this hoardmg is.
intended not only for the females during incu-
bation, but for the subsistence of hoth through

* ¢ The genus of the Ravens is not libidinous, because it
is not very prolific.”—Aristotle, de Generatione, lib. iii. 6.

+ Willughby says that the Ravens sometimes lay earlier
in England.

1 Aristotle, Hlst. Anim. lib. ix. 31,

§ Willughby, || Aristotle, Hist. Anim. lib. vi, 6.
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the winter*. But whatever be their motives,
certain it is, that the Ravens steal not only pro-
visions, but whatever tickles their fancy, parti-
cularly bits of metal and glittering substances .
There was one at Erford, which had the assi-
duity to carry, one by one, and concéal beneath
z stone in a garden, a quantity of small pieces,
amounting to five or six florins {. Every coun-
try furnishes stories of such domestic thefts.
When the young are hatched, thcy are far
from being of' the colour of their parents; they
are rather white than black, contrary" to the
swuns, which are originally brown, though de-
stined to wear a snowy plumage§. At first the
mother seems to treat her offspring with indif-
ference, nor does she feed them till they begin
to be feathered : it has been alleged, that she al-
ters her conduct the moment she is convinced,
by their plumage, that they arc not spurious .
But for my part, I can sce nothing in this that
has not place in other animals, anfl even in man,
some days after birth; a certain time is neces-
sary to reconcile them to a new element and a
new existence. Nor is the young Raven then
totally destitute of faod; for a part ot the yolk
is included in the abdomen, and flows insensibly
into the intestines by a particular duct . After
a few days, the mother feceds the young with

¢ Aldrovandus. t+ Frisch.
1 Gesner, de_A_ril_)us, p- 338. § Aldrovandus.
) Aldrovandus. ' % Willughby.
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the proper aliments, which previously undergor
a preparation in her crop, and are then dis-
gorged into their bills, nearly as in the pi-
geons *,

But the male not only provides for the family,
but watches for its safety. If he perceive a
kite, or other such rapacious bird, approach the
nest, the danger animates his courage; he
takes wing, gains above his foe, and, dashing
dowuwards, he strikes violently with his bill ;
both contend for the ascendancy, and some-
times ‘they mount entirely out of sight, till,
overcome with fatigue, one or both fall to the
ground f.

Aristotle, and many others after him, pretend
that, when the young are able to fly, the pa-
rents drive them out of the nest; and if the
track where they are settled aﬁ'ords too scanty
a subsistence, they entirely expel them from
their precincts §. If this fact were true, it
would shew’that they are really birds of prey ;
but it does notagree with the observations which
Hebert has made on the Ravens which inhabit
the mountains of Bugey; for they protract the
education of their brood beyond the period
when these are able to provide for themselves,
As it seldom happens that opportunity and ta-
lents concur in making such observations,
shall relate them in his own words :—

* Willughby. t Frisch.
t Aristetle, Hist. Anim, lib, ix. 31,



26 THE RAVEN.

. “The young Ravens are hatched very early
in the season, ang against the month of May
are able to quit their nest. A family of them
was every yeat bred opposite to my windows
upon the rocks which terminate the prospect.

The young, to the number of four or.five, sat

on the large detached fragments about the mid-
dle of the precipice, where they were easily
seen, and drew notice by their continual
wailing. Every time that the parents brought
them food, which happened frequently during
the course of the day, they called with a cry,
craw, craw, crau, very different from their other
noise. Sometimes one tried to fly, and, after a
slight essay, it returned to settle upon the rock.
Almost always some one was left behind, and
its wailing then became incessant. " After the
young had strength sufficient to fly, that is, fif-
tecu days at least after their leaving the nest,
the parents conducted them every morning to
the field, and in the evening led them back. It
was commonly five or six in the afternoon
when the family returned, and they spent the
rest of the day in noisy brawling. This prac-
tice lasted the whole summer, Which would give
reason to suppose that the Ravens have not two
hatches annually.” , :

. Gesner fed young Ravens with raw flesh,
small fishes, and bread soaked in water. They
are very fond of cherriés, and swallow them
greedily, with the stones and stalks; they di-
gest, however, only the pulpy part, and, in
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two hours ufterwards, vomit 'up the rest. Itis,
also said that rhey disgorge the bones of those
animals which they eat entlre, like the kestril,

the nocturnal birds of prey, the ffishing-birds,
&c. * Pliny sayst, that the Raven is subject,.
every summer, to a periodical distemper, which.
lasts sixty days, whose principal symptom is
excessive thirst: but I suspect that this is no-
thing but moulting, which is more tedious in
this bird than in many others of the rapacxous
tribe 1.

No person, as far as I know, has determined
the age at which the young Ravens have ac-
quired their full growth, and are able to pro-
pagate. If in the birds, as in the quadrupeds,
each period of life was proportional to the total
space of existence, we might suppose that the
Crows required many years to reach their adult
state ; for though the venerable age ascribed L
Hesiod§ must be considerably curtailed, it seems
well ascertained that this bird sometimes lives a
century or fhore. In many cities of France

* Aldrovandus, + Lib. xxix. 8. 1 Gesner.

§ * Hesiod assigns nine of our ages to the Crow, the quad-
ruple to the stags, and this tripled-to the Raven.”—Pliny,
lib. vii. 48, If we estimate a generation at thirty years, the
age of the Crow would be 270 years ; that of the Stag, 1080
Yyears, and that of the Raven 3240 years. The only way to give
a reasonable sense to the passage, is to understand the fas of
Pliny, and the yura of Hesiod, to mean a year: and, on this
supposition, the life of the Crow would be reckoned at nine
years ; that of the Stag, thirty-six ; and that of the Raven,
108, ay proved by observation.”
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they have been known to attain to that distant
period; and in all countries and all ages, they
have been reckoned as birds extremely long-
lived. But the progress to maturity must be
slow in this species compared to the duration of
their life; for towards the end of the first sume
mer, when all the family consort together, it is
difficult to distinguish the old from the young,
and, very probably, they are capable of breeding
the second year.

We have already remarked that the Crow is
not black at first. In thedecline of life also, its
plumage loses the deep colour; and in extreme
age, changes into yellow*. But at no time is
this bird of a pure black, without thc inter-
mixture of other shades : Nature knows no ab-
solute uniformity. The black, which predomi-
nates, is mingled with violet on the upper part
Of the body, with cinereous on the throat, and
with green under the body and on the quills of
the tail, and the largest feathers of the wings
and the remotest of the back t. Only the feet,
the nails, and the bill, are quite black’; and this
colour of the bill seems to penetrate to the
tongue, as that of the feathers appears to tinc-
ture the flesh. The tongue is cylindrical at its
base, flattened and forked near the tip, and
roughened with small points on theedges. The
organ of hearing is very complicated, and more

* Aristotle, de Coloribus. - -+ Brissep.
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0, perhaps, than in the other birds*. It must
also . be more senmsible, if we credit Plutarch,
who says, that he has scen Crows fall down
stunned with the noisy acclamations of a nu-
merous multitude, agitated by violent emo-
tions f.

The cesophagus dilates at its junction with
the ventricle, and forms a kind of craw, which
was not overlooked by Aristotle. The inner sur-
face of the ventricle is furrowed with wrinkles;
the gall-bladder is very large, and adheres to the
mtestines f. Redi found worms in the cavity
of the abdomen § : the length of the gut is nearly
twice that of the bird itself, measuring from
the tip of the bill to the extremities of the
nails ; that is, a medium between the extent of
the intestines of the true carnivorous birds and
the true granivorous: in a word, it is exactly
suited for an animal which lives partly on
flesh, and partly on fruits ||.

The appetite of the Raven, which is thus re=
conciled to every sort of aliment, proves often
its destruction, from the ease with which bird-

* Acts of Copenhagen, ann.-1673.

1 Life of T. Q. Flaminius.

1 Willughby. Aristotle,Hist. Anim. lib. ii. 17.

§ Collect. Acad. Etrang. tom. iv. p. 521.

Il A respectable observer assured me, that he s3gw a Raven
drop a nut more than twenty times from the height of twenty~
four or thirty yards, and each time picked it up ; but it could
not succeed in breaking it ; all this being done iu a ploughed
field.
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catchers can provide abait. The powder of the
nur vomica, whick is mortal ‘to so many qua-
drupeds, is algo a poison to the Raven; it is be-
numbed, and drops soon after eating the dose;
but the moment of intoxication must be seized,
for the torpor is often only transient, and the
bird recovers strength sufficient to reach its na-
tive rock, there to languish or expir¢*.- It‘is
also caught by various sorts of mets, snares,
and gins, and even by the bird-call, like the
little warblers ; for it also entertains an anti-
pathy to owls, and cannot sec them without
venting a cry 1. It is said to wage war with
the kite, the vulturc, and the sea-pie {; but this
is nothing but the natural aversion to all carni-
vorous birds, which are cnemies or rivals of
each other.

When the Ravens alight upon the ground,
they walk, but do not hop. Like the birds of
prey, they have long vigorous wings, extend-
ing nearly threc feet and a half; these consist of
twenty quills, of which the first two or three§
are shorter 'than the fourth, which is the longest
of all; and the midrllc ones have a remarkable
property, viz. that the cnds of their shafts
stretch beyond the vanes, and terminate in

* Gesner, p. 339. Journal Economique, Dec. 1758.

t Traité de la Pipéc.

t Zlian. Natur. Anim. lib. ii. 51. Aldrovandus, tom. i. p.
70. Collect. Acad. Etran. tom. i. '

§ Brisson and Linneeus say two; Willughby, three.
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points. The tail contains twelve quills, which
are about eight inches long, but somewhat un-
equal, the two middle ones being the longest,
then those next, so that the end of the tail ap-
pears somewhat rounded on its horizontal
plane *. -This I shall afterwards call the zaper-
ed tail 1.

-From the extent of its wings we may infer
the elevation of its flight. In storms and tem-
pests the Raven, it is said, has been scen gliding
through the air, conveying fire at its bill {.
This is only the luminous star formed at the
point of its bill, in its passage through the ele-
vated regions of the atmosphere,then surcharged
with electricity. From somecappearance of this
kind, probably, the Eagle has been termed the
minister of thunder; for there are few fables
but are founded upon truth.

Since the Raven has a lofty flight, and is ca-
pable of enduring every temperature, the wide
world is opened for its reception §. In fact, it
is scattered from the polar circle| to the Cape
of Good Hbpeq[ and the island of Madagascar** ;
and its number is determined by the quantity of

* Add to this, that the Ravens have on almost their whole
body a double sort of feathers, so closely adhering to the
skin, that they cannot be plucked without the help of hot
water,

t Queue etagée ; i. e, like the steps of a staircase.

3 Scala Naturalis apud Aldrovandum, tom. i. p. 704,

§ Aldrov. Ornith, il Klein.

9 Kolben. ** Flaccourt.
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food which the various intermediate regions
supply, and the',convenience of the situations
which they afford *. It sometimes migrates
from the coaSts of Barbary to tlhe island of Te-
neriffe. It is found in Mexico, St. Domingo,
and Canada f, and undoubtedly in the other
parts of the New Continent, and of the adjacent
islands. When it is once scttled in g country,
and has become accustomed to its situation, it
seldom quits it to roam into anotherf. It
grows cven attached to the nest which it has
built, and uses it for several ycars together. '

Its plumage is not the same in all countries.
Beside the changes which age introduces, the
colour is also subject to vary from the influence
of climate. It is sometimes cntirely white in
Norway and Iceland, where numbers are also
quite black §. On the other hand, whitc Ravens
fre found in the heart of France and Germany |,
in nests where some arc likewise black. The

* Pliny says, from Theophrastus, that Ravgns were stran-
gers in Asia. Lib. x. 29,

+ Charlevuix.

1 Frisch, Aristotle, Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 23,

§ Horrebow. Klein. John of Cay saw in 1548, at
Lubec, two white Ravens bred for the chace.—Id. p. 8.

| Ephcmerides d'Allemagne, Dr. Wisel adds, that in the
year following, black Ravens werc found in the same nests,
and that in another nest, in the same wood, a black Raven
and two white ones were found. Of the latter calour, they
are sometimes killed in Italy.—See Gerini Storia degli Uccclly,
tom. ii. p. 33.
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Mexican Raven, called Cacalotl b7 Fernandez *,
is variegated with two colours. That of the
Bay of Saldagne has a white collart: that of
Madagascar, named Coach, according to Flac-
court, is white under the belly. The same mix-
ture of blatk and white occurs in some indivi-
duals of the European sort, even in what Brisson
terins the <V hite Raven of the North 1, which
ought rather to have becn called the Black and
White Raven, since the upper part of its body is
black and the under white, its head white and
black, and also its bill, its feet, its tail, and its
wings :" these have twenty-onc quills, and the
tail has twelve; and what is remarkable, the
quills, at an equal distance on either side, which
are commonly alike, are in this subject marked
with black and whitg, differently distributed.
This eircumstance would induce me to suppose
that this is only an accidental change produced-
on the natural colour, which is black, by the
excessive rigour of the climate ; and if this con-
jecture be well-founded, it would follow, that
this is imprfoperly reckoned a permanent spe-
cies, especmlly as all other animals that inhabit
the arctic regions are clothed with a thicker fur

* Hist. Avium Novw Hispaniz, cap. clxxiv. p. 46. This
is the Corvus Varius of Brisson, and the Red Raren of Latham,
Gmelin also reckons it a variety.

1 Dowton’s Voyage, 1610.

t This is the White Raven of Latham, which Gmelin makes
a second variety,

VOL. III. D
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than those ofithe same kind which live in mildet
climates.

These variations in the plumage of a bird se
generally aitd so deeply impressed with black
as the Raven, is another proof that colour can
afford no permancnt or cssential character.

There is another kind of Raven which forms
a variety in point of sizc. Those of Mount
Jura, for instance, appeared to Hebert, who
had an opportunity of comparing them, to be
larger than these which inhabit the mountains
of Bugey ; and Aristotle * informs us, that the
Ravens and Hawks were smaller in Egypt than
in Greece .

* Hist. Anim, lib, viii. 38.

+ To the very ample detail given in the text, we can
add but few circumstances. The Raven weighs three pounds,
and is twenty-six inches long. In the northern countries of
Finmark, Iceland, and Greenland, it freqnents the huts of
the natives, feeds upon the offals of scals, and also devours’
birds’ eggs. It whirls dexterously in the air, and changes its
prey from bill to feet, for relief. It replies to the echo of its
croak. The male sits by day, and the female by night. On
the approach of storms, it gathers under the shelter of crags.
‘The Greenlanders eat its flesh, clothe themstlves with its
skiu, @ake brushes of its wings, und split the quills for
fishing-lines, Whefi a physician, among the American sa-
vagef, visits a patient, he invokes the Raven, as the sign of
returning health: the Esquimaux, however, detest and dread
the whole genus.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

RELATED TO THE RAVEN.

THE INDIAN RAVEN or BONTIUS*.

Turs bird is found in the Molucca islands, and
chiefly at Banda. Our knowledge of it is drawn
from an imperfect description and a wretched
figure ; so that we can only conjecture the
European species to which it belongs. Bontius,
the first and I believe the only one who has

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Rucrros HybprotoRrAx. B. fronte ossea plana antice mu-
tica, postice tegens verticem rotundata, corpore fusco,
abdomine infimo flavescente, genis gulaque nigris albido
marginatis.— Latk. Ind. Ora. i. p. 144. No. 7.

Buckeros HYDROCORAX.—Gmel. Syst. i. p.359.—DBris. iv.
p- 666. 1. t. 45.

Corvus INDICUS BONTIL.—Raii Syn. p. 40. 7.—Will. p. 86.
t. 17.

CAvrao des MoLuQURS.—Buff. vii. p. 147.—Pl. Enl, 283.

Le CorBEAU des INDES de BoNTIUS.—Buff. par Sonn, 44.
p. 62.

BoNTIUS’s INDIAN RAVEN.—WL. (dgl.) p. 126. 7.

INDIAN HORNBILL.~—Lath. Syn. i. p. 351. 7.

HABITAT
n Molucgis. w.
D2
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seen it, reckéx‘ns it a Raven, in which he is fol-
lowed by Ray\ Willughby, and some others;
but Brisson conceives it to be a Calao. I would
rather adhére to the former opinion; and my
reasons are briefly these:

This bird, according to Bontius, resembles
the Raven in the shape of its Dbill and in its
port; though its neck is rather longer, and a
slight protuberance appears in the figure rising
on the bill.

This is a certain proof that he knew no other
bird to which he could so readily compare it,
and yet he was acquainted with the Calao of
India. He tells us indeed that it feeds upon
nutmegs; and Willughby considers this feature
as different from the character of the Common
Ravens; but we have already seen that these
eat wild nuts, and are not so much carnivorous
as generally supposed.

On the other hand, neither the description of
Bontius nor his figure discovers the least trace
of the indenting of the bill, which Brisson re-
gards as one of the characters of the Calaos;
and the little hump whicl appears ¥n the bill
bears no resemblance to the'protuberance which
distinguishes the Calao. Lastly, the Calao has
neither the speckled temples, nor the black tail-
quills which are mentioned in the description of
Bontius; and its bill is so singularly shaped,
that an observer could not, I should suppose,
have scen it, and not remarked its form, much
less have taken it for the bill of 8 Common
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The flesh of the Indian Rav.mn of Bontius
has a pleasant aromatic flavour, derived from
the nutmegs, which constitute its principal
food; and it is extremely probable that if our
Raven had the same sort of aliments, it would
lose its rank smell ¥,

It would require to have seen the Raven of
the desert* (graab el zahara), which Dr. Shaw
mentionst, to be able to refer it with certainty
to its analogous European species.  All that the
.Doctor says is, that it is rather larger than our
Raven, ‘and that its bill and feet are red. This
last character has determined Dr. Shaw to
reckon it a large chough; that bird, as we have
already seen, is indeed known in Africa; but
how can we conceivea chough to be greater
than a Raven? I mention this to draw the at-
tention of some intelligent traveller.

I find in Keempfer two other birds mentioned
by the name of Ravens, without a single cha-
racter to justify that appellation The one is,
according to him, of amiddlesize, but extremely
audacious ; it was brought from China to Japan
as a presént to the emperor. The other, which
was also given to the emperor of Japan, wasa
bird from Corea, exceedingly rare, and called
Coreigaraz ; that is, the Raven of Corea.

* It is often tamed, and employed to catch rats and mices
it is thirty inches long.

+ Shaw gives it also the names Crow of the desert, Red-legged
Crow, or Pyrrhocoras.
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Kempfer ad\ls, that the Ravens which are
common in Euvope are not found in Japan, ne
more than the parrots and some other birds of
India.

[Note. We should here place the Armenian
bird, which Tournefort calls the King of the
Ravens, if it were really a Raven, or belonged
to that family. But a glance of the miniature
figure will convince us that it is more related to
the peacocks and pheasants, by its beautiful
crest, its rich plumage, its short wing, and the,
shape of its bill, though it is somewhat
longer, and though other sho-ht differences
occur in the form of its tail and of its feet. It
is properly termed on the figure Avis Persica
pavoni congener (Persian bird akin to the pea-
cock); I should therefore have mentioned it
among the foreign birds analogous to the pea-
cocks and pheasants, if I had been earlier ac-
quainted with it.]
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THE CARRION CROW *4

TaEsk birds spend the summer in the exten-
sive forests, from which they occasionally
emerge to procuie subsistence for themselves
and their infant brood. Their chief food in the
spring is partridges’ eggs, of which they are

*CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CORONS, ,,C, #iro-cerulescens totus, cauda rotun-

data rectricibus acutin->Latk, fad. On. & . 151, No. 4.
CoRrvus CORONE —Gmel, Sy¥t. i. p. 388, & + ¢ .

€oRNIX.—Rau Syun. p. 39. A. 3.~Will. p, 88.2«Briy, i
p.12.2.

LA CoRNEILLE~DBuff. Pl. Enl. 483.
LA CoRBINE,—Buf. par 89-4.44 p.72.pl. 72. f. 1,
CaRrioN CRow.—Br, Zedi: No. 75. t. 34.—drct. Zool.i.

No. 185<—Will.(4n t. 18.-~Lath, Syn, i, p. 870.
3,—Bew, Wﬂw e

SAnPdT
in Europa, A Y @n Anglia frequens, W,
1 I Gfpek Meiylicd to the
prow of s shilg§ il S Cresr Beak :
in modern Greek, Kugwn;” chm-,,lﬁ»pﬁa. in Chaldaic,

Kurka: in ltalnm, Cornice, Cornaccha, Cor nacchro, Graccha :*

in Spanish, Corness : m Germam, Krar, whence the Engli<h
name,'
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very fond afd are so dexterous as to picrce
tbem, and carky them on thy pomt of the bill

to their young. The consumption is pm(h«rmus,
and though They are not the most sanguiary of
the rapacious tribe, we may reckon -them the
most destructive. Fortunately, they are not
numerous; we should hardly find two dozen of
pairs in a forest of five or six miles eomnpass-in
the environs of Paris.

During winter they live with the Rocks and
Hooded Crows, and nearly in the same way. In
this seasou, numerous flights of all sorts of
Crows assemble about our dwellings, kecping
constantly on the ground, sauntering among our
flocks and shepherds, hovering ncar the tracks
of our labourers, and sometimes hopping upon
the backs of hogs and sheep, with such fami~
liarity, that they might be taken for tame do-
‘mestic birds. At night they retire into the
forests to lodge on the large trees, which they
seem to choose as the general rendezvous, whi-
ther they resort from every quarte}, sometimes
from the distance of three miles all rbund, and
whence they again sally out in the mdrning in
quest of subsistence.

.But this mode of life, which is common to the
three species of Crows, is not equally suited to
them all; for the Hooded Crows and the Car-
rion Crows become excessively fat, while the
Rooks continue always lean. But this is not
the only difference that subsists; towards the
end of winter, which is the season of their
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amours, the Rooks remove into hther climates,
while the Carrion Crows, whith disappear at
the same time in the plains, make only a partial
flitting, and retire into the next large forests,
where they dissolve the general society to form
new connections more endearing and more in-
timate. They form into pairs, and seem to
divide their territory into districts of about a
quarter of a league in diameter, each of which
maintains its separate family *. It is said that
this connection subsists inviolate during the
rest of -their life; and it is even alleged that if
one of the couple happen to die, the survivor
will never enter into another union.

The female is distinguished by her plumage,
which is of inferior lustre. - She lays five or six
eggs, and sits about six weeks, during which
time the male supplies her with food.

I had an opportunity of examining a nest of
a Crow which was brought to me in the begin-
ning of July. Tt was found in an oak eight
feet high, in’a wood planted on a little hlll
where were other oaks larger. The nest weighed
two -or three pounds’; it was formed on the
outside w1th.small branches and therns rudely
interwoven, and plaistered with earth and horse-
dung; theinside was softer, and lined carefully
with fibrous roots. I found in it six young
already hatched, all alive, though they had

* This has perhaps given occasiop to say, that Ravens
«xpel their young from their district, as soon as these arg
able to fly,
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eaten nothingSgr twenty-four hours; ,tlui: eyes

rc not open’, and no plumage Was to ?een
o he point of the wing-quills;

pt t
on them exgept ture of yellow and black;

++ flesh was a mix ' . k
ttl\l::rt‘\p of the bill and their nails yellow; the

edwes of the mouth a dirty white, and the rest

of the Bl and feet reddish.

W hen a bustard or hestril approiches the
nest, the parents unite to attack theg, and
dart with such tury that they often kill them,
splitting the skull with their bills. They also.
fight with the shrikes; but these, ‘though
smaller, arc so bold as often to prove victo-
rious, drive them from the nest, and plunder the
young. ’

The ancients assert, that the Crows as well
as the Ravens are watchful of their young
after the period of their flightf. This seems
to be probable, and I should suppose that they:
do not separate from their parents the first
year; for these birds readily associate with
strangers, and is it not natural to suppase that
the society which is formed in the same family
will continue "to subsist till jnterrupted by the
breeding season ?

Like the Raven, the Crow can be taught to
prattle; it is also omnivorous; insects, worms,
birds’ cggs, fish, grain, fruits, every thing, in
short, is suited to it. It breaks nuts by dropping

* See Aristotle de Generatione, lib, IV.O.
'+ Aristotle, Hist. Auim. lib, vi. 6.’
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them from a height* ; it visits shares and gins;
and shares the plunder. It even attacks small
game when exhausted or woundegd, which in
some countries has made it be bred for fal-
conryt; but in its turn it becomes the prey of a
more powerful enemy, such as the kite, the
cagle, owl, &c.j:

Its welght is ten or twelve ounces; it has
twelve, tail feathers, all cqual, and twenty in
each wing, of which the first is the shortest
and the fourth the longest; its wings spread
three feet; theaperture of the nostrils is round,
covered with a sort of bristles projecting for-
ward ; it has some black specks round the cyc-
lids; the outer toc aof cach foot is united to that
of the middlc at the first joint; the tongue is
forked and slender; the ventricle somewhat
muscular; the intestines rolled into a great
number - of circumvolutions; the ceca half an
inch long; the gall-bladder large, and commu-
nicating with the intestinal tube by a double
duct§, Lastly, the bottom of the feathers, that

* Pliny, lib. x. 12.

+ The nobility among the Turks keep sparrow hawks,
sacres, falcons, &c. for the chase; others of inferior quality
keep Grey and Black Crows, which they paint with different
colours, carry upon their right hand, aud call back by the
sound houb, houb, frequently repeated . -Fillamont, p. 677;
and the Poyage to Bender by the Chevalier Relleville, p. 232.

1 I myself saw 2 kite in the middle of winter plucking ¥
crow near the §ighway.”—Klcin, Ordo Avium, p. 1717. ‘

§ Willughhy,
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is, the part whch is concealed. is of a deep ash-
colour.

As this bid is exceedingly cunning, hasan
acute scent, and flies commonly in large flocks,
it is ditficult to come near it, and hardly pos-
sible to decoy it into snares. Some, however,
are caught by imitating the screech of the owl,
and placing lime-twigs on the highbranches;
or it is drawn within gun-shot by means of an
eagle owl, or such other nocturnal bird, raised
on perches in an open spot. They are de-,
stroyed by throwing to them garden beans, of
which they are very fond, and in which rusty
needles have been concealed: but the most
singular mode of catching them illustrates
the nature of the bird, which I shall for that
reason relate.

A Carrion Crow is fastened alive on its back
firmly to the ground, by means of a brace on
each side at the origin of the wings. In this
painful posture the animal struggles and
screams ; the rest of its species ﬂock to its cries
from all quarters, with the intention, as it were,
to afford relief. But the prisoner, grasping-at
every thing within reach to extricate himself
from his situation, seizes with his bill-and claws,
which are left at liberty, all that come near him,
and thus delivers them a prey to the bird-
catcher*. They arc also caught with cones of
paper baited with raw flesh; as the Crow intro-

* (Gesper.
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duces his head to devour the :bait, which is
near the bottom, the papér, being besmeared
with birdlime, stieks to the featherg of the neck,
and he remains hooded, unable to get rid of
this bandage, which covers his eyes entirely ; he
betakes to flight, rises almost perpendicularly
into the air, the better to avoid striking against
any thing, till, quite exhausted, he sinks down
always near the spot from which he mounted.
In general, though the flight of the Carrion
Crows be neither easy nor rapid, they mount to
a very ‘great height, where they support them-
selveslong, and whirl much.

This species has, like the Raven, varieties of
white*, and of white mixed with black 1, but
which have the same instincts.

Frisch says that he once saw a flock of swal-
lows travelling with a troop of variegated
Crows in the same direction. He adds, that these
pass the summer on the coasts of the ocean, sub-
sisting on what the waves cast ashore; that
in autumn they migrate to the south, never in
large bodies, but in small divisions, at cer-
tain intervals from each other; in which cir-
cumstance they resemble the Black Common
Crows, of which they seem to be only a perma-
nent variety 1.

* Schiwenckfeld and Salerne.—Brisson adds, that they bave
also the bill, the feet, and the nails, white.

+ Frisch, _ _

1 The white variety of Crow is found in France, Iceland, and
Siberia : Pallas mentions a Crow quite white, which was killed
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It is very probable that the Crows of the
Maldivas, mex?t(mned by Francis Pyrard, are of
the same kind; since that traveller, who saw
them very distinctly, ‘remarks no difference.
They seem, however, to be more familiar and
bolder than ours; for they entered houses to
pick up whatever suited them, and often the
presence of a man did not discompese them.
Another traveller says, that these Indian Crows,
when they can get into a chamber, delight in
doing all the mischievous tricks that are as-
cribed to monkeys ; derange the furnituye, and
tear it with their bills, overturn lamps, ink-
stands, &c. *

Lastly, according to Dampier, there are in
New Holland and New Guinea | many Carrion
Crows, which resemble ours. There are also
some in New Britain; but it would scem, that
though there are many in France, England,
and part of Germany }, they are scarce. in
the north of Europe. Klcin mentions that
they are rare in Prussia. They must be very un-

at - Suraisk, and another marked with waite spots, at Proudy,
in Siberia, Ww.

* I'oyage d'Orient. du Pire Philippe de la Trinité, p. 379.

t According to this navigator the New Guinea Crows differ
from ours only by the colour of their feathers, of which all
fhat appears is black,but the ground white,

! Page du Pratz.—Their flesh is more palutable, he says,
than in' France, because they do not fecd upon filth, being
hindered by the Carancros, a kind of American vultures.
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common in Sweden, since not ¢ven the name
occurs in the enymeration whizh Linnaus has
given of the birds of that country. Father
Tertre assures us also that they®are not to
be found at all in the Antilles; though, accord-
ing to another traveller, they are very common
in Louisiana *.

* Englaud, says Pennant, breeds more birds of this kind
than any other country in Europe. In the twenty-fourth of
Henry VIIL. thev were grown s0 numerous, and thought
so prejudicial to the furnier, as to be considered anevil worthy
parliamentary redress. An act was passed for their destruc-
tion, in which Rooks and Chonghs were included ; every
hamlet was to provide Crow-nets for ten years; agd all the
inhabitants were obliged at certain times to assemble during
that space, to consult the properest method of extirpating
them, —Brit. Zool. vol. i. No. 75. - Ww.
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THE ROOK*+¢

Tuis bird is of an intermediate size between
the Raven and the Carrion Crow, and it has a
deeper cry than them. What distinguishes it the
most is a naked white skin, scalyand sometimes
scabby, that encircles the basc of the bill, instead
of those black projecting-feathers, which in,
the other species of Crows extend as far as the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus FRUGILEGUS. C. ater, fronte cinerascente, cauda
subrotundata.—Lath. Ind.Orn.i. p.152. No. 5.
Corvus FRUGILEGUS.—Gmel. Syst. i, p. 3G6.
CorNix NIGRA FRUGILEGA.—Raii Synn. p. 83. A. 3.—
Will. p. 84. t. 18.
CorNix FRUGILEGA.—Bris. ii. p. 16. 3.
LE FREUX ou la FRAYONNE.—Buf. Pi. Enl, 484.—Buff.
par Sonn. xliv. p, 91. pl.72. 1, 2,
RooOK.—Br. Zool. ii. 76.—Arct. Zool. ii. p. §50. A.—HWill.
(Angl) p. 123.—Lath, Syn. i. 372. 4.—Id Sup. p. 76.—
Bew. Birds, i. p. 74.

HABITAT
in Europa et occidentali Sibiria; in Anglia satis frequens:
gregatim volans, et nidificans in excelsis arboribus. W.

1 In Greek, Emguorayos, or seed gatherer ; which is also the
meaning of the Latin name, Frugilega: in German, Roeck ;
whence the English name and the Swedish Roka : in Dutch,
Provo.¥raen « im Polish. Gawron.
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aperture of the nostrils. Its belly is not so thick
or strong, and sccms, as it were, rasped. These
differences, apparently so superfigial, imply
more radical distinctions.

The peculiaritics of the Rook result from its
mode of life. It feeds upon grain, roots, and
wornis ; and as, in search of its proper subsist-
ence, it scratches deep in the ground with its
bill, which in time becomes rough, the feathers
at the base are worn off by the continual rub-
bing *. . Hewever,~the straggling feathers are
perceived there; a sufficient proof that the bird
is not naturally bald. ’

The appetite of the Rook is confined to grain,
worms, and insects; it never prowls in the ken-
nel, nor eats any sort of flesh; it has also the
muscular ventricle and the broad intestines of
the granivorous tribe.

These birds fly in numerous flocks, which

* Daubenton the younger, keeper and demonstrator of the
cabinet of natura’ history, made an observation lately in a
jaunt to the cguatry, which relates to the present subject.
This naturalist to whom ornithology already owes so much,
saw at a distunce, in a field entirely uncultivated, six Crows,
of which he could not distinguish the species, which seemed
very busy lifting and turning over the stones that were scat-
tered here aud there, to get the worms and insects lodged
under them. They went so briskly to work, that they made
the smaller stones spring two or three feet. If this singular
exercise, which no person before has attributed to the Crows,
be familiar to the Rooks, it will afford another reason for the
wearing and dropping of the feathers that encircle the base
of their bill. In that case the name Turnstone, now applied
to a single soecies of bird, might become generic.
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are sometimes so immense as to darken the air.,
We may conceive what havoc these hordes
of reapers will commit on newly-sown fields,
or on crops nearly ripe: accordingly, in some
countries, government has interfered*. The
British Zoology vindicates them from the asper-
sion, asserting that they do more good than
harm, by destroying the caterpillars ¢hat graw
the roots of the useful plants, and blast the
honest lahours of the husbandman. It would
require a calculation to decide the point.

But not only the Rooks fly in flocks, they
also nestle in company, as it were,. with those
of their own species; and their society is very
clamorous, especially when they have young.
Ten or twelve nests are sometimes found on
the same tree, and a gréat number of trces
thus furnished occur in the same forest, or rather
in the same districtt. They seek not retire-
ment and solitude, but rather prefer settling
near our dwellings. Schwenckféld observes,
that they commoul\ prefer thé large trees
planted round cemeteries ; because p{-lhaps these
are frequented spots, or atford worms in greater
plenty ; for we cannot suppose that they are at-
tracted by the scent of the dead bodies, since we
have already said that they will not touch flesh.
Frisch asserts, that if, in the breeding season, a
person goes under the trce on which they are

* Aldrovandus.
+ Irisch.,
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thus settled, he will instantly be deluged with
their excrements.

One circumstance will appear singular, though
very like to what happens every day among

“animals of & different species. When a pair are
employed in constructing their nest, one must
be left to guard it, while the other is procuring
the suitable materials; without this precaution,
it is alleged, the nest would in an instant be
completely pillaged by the other Rooks which
are settled on the same tree, each carrying off
a sprig to its own dwelling.

These birds begin to build their nest in the
month of March, at least in England *. They
lay four or five eggs, smaller than those of the
Raven, but marked with broader spots, especially
at the large end. Itis said that the male and
female sit by turns. When the young are
hatched, and able to eat, they disgorge their
food, which they keep in reserve in their craw,
or rather in a'sort of bag formed by the dilata-
tion of the cesc phagus .

I find in the British Zoology, that after their
hatch is over, they leave the trees where they
nestled; and that they return not again till the .
month of August, and only begin to repair or
rebuild their nests in October {. This would
shew that they continue almost the whole year

* British Zoology. %+ Wilughby.
i It is said that the herons take advantage of their absence,
to lay and hatch in their nests.—Aldrovandus.
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in England; but in France, In Silesia, and in
many other countries, they are undoubtedly
birds of pagsage, if we except a few; the only
difference is, that in France they announce the
winter, while in Silesia they are the forerunners

of the summer *. :

The Rook is an inhabitant of Europe accord-
ing to Linnzus ; but it would appeas that there
are some exceptions, since Aldrovandus is of
opinion that there are none in Italy.

It is said that the young ones are good eating,
and that even the old ones are tolerable food
when fat, but this is very rare. Country peo-
ple have less aversion to their flesh, knowing that
they subsist not on carcases, like the Ravens and
the Carrion Crows 1.

® See Schwenckfeld, p. 243.—At Baume-la-Roche, which is
a village of Burgundy, a few leagues from Dijon, surrounded
with mountains and craggy rocks, and where the air is sensibly
colder than at Dijon, I saw repeatedly in summer, a flock of
Rooks which had lodged and nestled abgve a century, I am
assured, in the holes of rocks facing tive south-west, and
where it would be very difficalt to get at tnéir nests, and not
without being let down by cords. These Rooks were so fa-
miliar, that they ventured to steal the reapers’ luncheons: .
they disappeared about the end of summer, a couple of months
only after which, they returned to their usual haunt. For
these two or three years past they have not been seen, and
their place was immediately occupied by the Hooded Crows.

t The Rooks are remarked to fly chiefly in the morning
and the evening. The cruce of the dor-beetle (Scarabeus
melolantha, LINN.) are what they search for in the ground.
"Thatt gma mrd mmly symemeyn im Denmark. but are found also
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in Russia and Siberia. Pallas, during his travels in the north
of Russia, frequently met with Rooks in the mountains near
the banks of the Jemssy Although' they were common, it
was very difficult to get near them, since they flew very

high, and always perched on the summits of the most elevated
rocks. Ww.
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THE HOODED CROW®*,

Tais bird is easily distinguished. from «the
Carrion Crow and the Rook by the colours of

® CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CorNIX. C. cinerascens, capite jugule alis cap-
daque nigris.—Lath. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 153. No. 7.

Corvus CorRNIX.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 366.

CorNix CINEREA.—Bris.ii. p. 10. 4.—Rai Syn. p, 39, A. 4.
—Will.p.84.1.18. & T1.

LA CORNEILLE MANTELE'R—Buf. Pl, Eni.'16.—Buff.
par Sonn xliv. p. 100. pl.78. f. 2.

RoYsTON CROWt.—Wall. ( Angl.) p. 124.1.18. 77.

Hoopep Crow.—Br. Zool. i. No. 77 —Arct. Zool. ii.
p.251. D.—Lath. Sya. 1. p. 374. 5.—1d. Sup. p."71.—Bew.

Birds, i. p. 1% °
3

HABITAT

in Europs AdS:  magnitudine C. Frygledh—22 pollices
longus., ‘ w.

vus Eem-c'nercw in Italian, Mlacéhio dr”-

Swedish, Kiaoka: in Polish, Frona: i Geynran, Holzhtae,
Schiltkrae, Nabelkrae, Bundtckrae, Pmmrl‘rac, Winterkrae,
Asskrae, Grauckrae, (i. e. Wood Crow, Shield Crow, Navel
Crow, Pied Crow, Punctured Crow, Winter Crow, Ash Crow,
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its plumage. Its head, tail, and wings are of a
fine black, with blueish rcfiections ; it is mark-
ed with a sort of scapulary of a greyish white,
which extends both ways, trom the shoulders to
the extremity ot the body.  On account of this
appearance; it has been called, by the Italians,
Monacchia, or Nun, and Mantled Crow by the
French*, *

It associates in numecrous flocks, like the
Rook, and perhaps is still more familiar with
man, preferring, especially in winter, the vici-
nity of eur farms and hamlets, and picking up
its food in the kenncls and dunghills, &c.

Like the Rook also, the Hooded Crows change
their abode twice a-year, and may perhaps be
considered as birds of passage; for we annually
perceive immense flocks arrive near the middle
of autumn, and depart about the beginning of
spring, shaping their course towards the north ;
but we are uncertain where they stop. Most
authors asscrt, that they pass the summer on the
lofty mounta’ns 1, and build their nests in the
pines or firs{ it must therefore be on mountains
uniuhabited and little known, as in those of the
Shetland isles, where thcy are actually said to
breed . InSweden, also §, they nestle in the

* The name Hooded Crowis common in Scotland.—Sibbald,

t+ Aldrovandus, Schwunclzfeld, aud Belon.

t British Zoology.—The authors of that work add, that it
is the only species of Crow found in those islands.

§ Fauna Suecica,
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woods, especially among the alders, and lay com-
monly four eggs; but they wever setiic in the
mouitaius of Switzerlaud. of’ Ltalv *, &e.
Though, ‘according t» m.s  na.uralists, it
lives on every sort ot food, w orms, msects, fish f,
and even putrid flesh, and, above wll, on the
products of milk I; and cougn these facts
would rank it amoag the omumivorous tribe,
yet as seeds of various kinds, mixed with small
stones, are found in the stomach§, we may
infer that they are the mnecarest allied to the
granivorous species ; and this is auother trait
in their character common to the Rook. In
other respects, tliey resen.ble much the Carrion
Crow; they have nearly the same size, the
same port, the same cry, and the same flight;
. the structure of their tail, wings, bill, and feet ;
the disposition of their internal parts is ex-
actly the same||; and if any difference can be
perceived, they incline to the nature of the
Rook. They often associatetogether, and nestle
on the trees q; both Jay four or five eggs, eat

* Aldrovandys.

+ Frisch says, that they are experts at picking*fish-bones,
and that when water is let out from pools, they quickly
perceive the fish that are left in the pool, and lose no time in
catching them. It is easy, therefore, to perceive that the
Hooded Crows may often frequent the sides of water;
but this was no sufficient reason for terming them aquatic or
marine crows.

t Aldrovandus. § Gesner and Ray. || Willughby._

9 Frisch remarks, that they place their nest sometimes on
the tops of trees, and sometimes on the lower branches:
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those of small birds, and sometimes devour the
helpless animals themselves.’

Analogics so striking to the Carrion Crow
and the Rook would lead us to suspect that the
Hooded Crow is only the hybridous offspring
of thesc two species. If it were only a variety
of the Carrion Crow, why does it fly in flocks,
and shift its abode twice a-year *? or, if it were
mcerely a variety of the Rook, whence those
numecrous relations which it bears to the Carrion
Crow? But this double resemblance will be
eusily explained, if we admit it to he a cross-
breed, participating of the qualitics of both.
This opinion would appear plausible to philo-
sophers who are accustomed to trace physical
analogies; but it derives additional probability
from the consideration that the Hooded Crow
is a new family, entirely unknown to the an-
cicnts. '

Frisch says, that the Hooded Crow has two
cries ; the one hollow and well-known, the

which would ify}ly, that they sometimes breed in Germany.
1 have lately ascertained that they nestle sometimes in France,
and particfflarly in Buigundy. A flight of these Crows has
resided constantly, for two or three years past, at Baume-la-
Roche, in certain -holes of rocks, possessed above a century
by Rooks. One year, these Rooks not having returned, a
flock of fifteen or twenty Hooded Crows immediately occu-
pied their scite, have since had two hatches, and are at present
(26th May, 1773) engaged with a third. This is another ana-
logous feature of the two species.

* ¢ The Raven and Crow are always seen, and never mi-
grate or abscond.”—.4rist. Hist. Anim. lib, ix. 28.



FOREIGN BIRDS

WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE CROWS.

I

THE SENEGAL CROW*,

To judge of this from its shape and colours,
which is all that we know of it, we should sup-
pese it most analogous to the Hooded Crow,
and differing only becausc its white scapulary
is not so much extended. Some distinctions
are also perceived in the length of its wings, the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus Dauuricus. C. ater, nucha canescente, cervice
pectoreque albis.—Lath. Ind.Orn. isp. 154. No. 8.

Corvus DAUURICUS. —Gmel. Syat. i. p. 367.

Corvus SCAPULARIS,— Daud. Ornith. t. 2. p. 232.

LA CorNEILLE du SENEGAL.—Buf. Pl Enl. 327.—Buf.
par Sonn. xliv, p. 110.

WHITE-BREASTED CROW,—Lath. Syn. i. p. 376, 6. t. 15.

HABITAT
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shape of its bill, and the colour of its feet. It
is a new species, and little known *.

* This bird is described in Pallas’s Travéls.—It is of the
size of the Jackdaw, being twelve inches long. It arrives in
numerous flocks early in the spring, in the neighbourhood of
Lake Baikal, from China and the southern parts of the Mogul
Empire.

II.
THE JAMAICA CROW *.

This foreign Crow seems to be modelled from
ours, only its tail and feet are smaller; its plu-
mage is black, like that of the Carrion Crow.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus JAMAICENSIS. C. toto corpore artubusque nigris.
—Lath. Itic%, Orn. i. p. 154. No. 10.

CoRrvUs JAMAICENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 367,

CORNIX JAMAICEN>IS.—Bris. ii. p. 22. 5.

CORNIX NIGRA GARRULA.—Raii Syn. p. 181. 9.—Slean,
Jam. p. 298. 13.

LA CORNEILLE de la JAMAIQUE.—Buf. par Sonmn. xliv.
p- 118.

CHATTERING CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 877. 8.

HABITAT

in Jamaic montosis.—18 pollices longus.
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‘In its stomach are found red berries, grain, and
caterpillars ; which shews that its ordinary food
is the same with that of our Rook and our
Hooded Crow. Its ventricle is muscular, and
lined in the inside with a very strong coat.
This bird abounds in the southern part of the
island, and never leaves the mountains, iu which
respect it resembles our Raven.

Klein characterises this specics by the large-
ness of its nostrils ; but Dr. Sloane, whom he
quotes, says omly that they are modcrately
large.

It is obvious that it belongs to the Crows ;
but it would be difticult to refer it to any one
species, since it unites the qualities proper to
each, and differs from them all by its continual
chattering,
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TIIE JACKDAWS *¥t.

THESE birds arc nearly related to the Crows;
to institute a comparison between them would
therefore throw light on the history of both.
As there are three species of Crows—the

annAc'wn lrrcmxcus.

’

Corvus MoNEDULA. C. t‘npeo-mgncans, occlplte incano,
fronte alis caudaque nigris.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p.154,

No. 11.
Corvus MONEDULA.— Gmel. Syst. i. p. 867.—Plil. Trans,

Ivii. p. 347.—Bris. ii. p. 24. 6,—Raiz Syn. p. 40. t. 6.—
Wall. p. 85. t.19.—Daudim, Ora. t. 2. p. 238,
LE Cuoucas.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 523.—Buf. par Sgun. xliv.

p. 123. pl. 73. fig. 1.
JACKDAW.—~Br, Zool. i. No. 81. t. 84.—Arct. Zool. ii.

p. 251, C.—WWill. (Angl)p. ¥26. t. 19.—Lath. Syn. i.
p. 378. 9.—Id. Sup. p. 18.—Bew. Birds, i. p. 76.

‘ﬂn;;r.a'r

in Europa passim. -18 pollfe&‘hugus w.

+ In Greek, Avm,w npmxoc in Latin, Lupus, Grae«

cus, Graccwlus, Monedula m mmves from mometa,

acom, on account of thix b4’ dupom HXpiifer): i Spa.
nish, Grglo, Graia: in Yphan,. CiiigistoaEPul . i
Germln. Tul or Dubl, Thule ox /t" s i
in Saxon, Aelcke, Kaeyke, Gacke : inSwiss, Graake : i Dﬁlé‘h
Kaw: in Flemish, Gaey, Howiékid': it Swedish, Kaja: in
Turkish, Tschauka,
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black (the Cagrion Crow), the cinercous (the
Hooded Crow),and the bald (the Rook) ; so there
are three corresponding ones among the Jack-
daws—a black one (the Daw, properly so called),
a cinereous (the Chough), and a bald. The only
difference is, that the last is of America, and
has little black in its plumage. In general the
Jackdaws are smaller than the Crows ; their cry,
at least that of the two European species, the
only kinds known to us, is shriller, and has
influence in the forming of their names; such
as Choucas, Graccus, Kaw, Kae, &c. But it
appears that they have more than onc inflexion
of voice; for I am assured that they sometimes
call out tian, tian, tian.

They live upon insects, grain, fruits, and
even flesh, though very rarcly; but they will
not touch filth, nor do they haunt the coasts to
pick up the dead fish and other carcases that are
cast ashore by the sea®. In this circumstance
they resemble more the Rook, and even the
Hooded Crow, than the Carrion Crow ; but
they approach the latter by the halsit of search-
ing and hunting for partridge-eggs, of which
they destroy great numbers.

They fly in large flocks, like the Rooks ; like
these, too, they torm a sort of cantonments,
which are even more numerous, consisting of a
multitude of nests crowded upon one another,
in a large tree, in a belfry, or in the ruins of an

* Aldrovandus.
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old deserted castle*. The male and female,when
once paired, remain a long time steadily united.
When the genial season returns, which awakens
the sensibility of the animal frame, they eagerly
court each other’s society, and prattle incessant-
ly ; they toy and kiss, till they are worked up to

a fury which can no longer be satisfied with the
calimer joys: nor do they omit these prelimi-
naries when reduced to the state of captivity {.
After -fecundation, the female lays five or six
eggs, marked with a few brown spots on a
greenish ground; and, after the young are
hatched, she watches, feeds, and rears them
with an affection which the male is eager to
share. In this respect the Jackdaw resembles
the Crows, especially the common sort: but
Charleton and Schwenckfeld assert that it has
two hatches in the vear; which has never been
affirmed of any of the Crows, though it well cor-
responds to the order of nature, the small species
being always the most prolific.

The Jackdaws are birds of passage, though
they are not s» well entitled to that appellation
as the Rooks and Hooded Crows, since a num-
ber of them continue in the country through
the summer. The towers of Vincennes are at
every season stocked with them, and so are all
old buildings which afford the samec conve-
nience and shelter; but in France there are al-

¢ Belon, Aldrovandus, and Willughby. They prefer the

holes of trees to the branches.
+ Aristotle, de Generatione, lib. iii. 6.
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ways fewer in summer than in winter*. Thoss:
which migrate, form themselves into great bo-
dies, like (the Rooks and the Hooded Crows;
sometimes they join the same army, and conti-
nually chatter as they fly : yet they keep not the
same periods in France as in Germany ; for they
leave Germany in autumn with their young,
and appear not agaiu till the spring, after hav-
ing wintered with us; and Frisch was rightin
maintaining that they do not hatch during their
absence, since neither the Jackdaws nor other
birds breed in winter.

With respect to their internal structure, I
shall only observe that they have a muscular
ventricle, and near its superior orifice a dilatation
of the esophagus, which serves in place of a
crop, as in the Crows, but that the gall-bladder
is more elongated.

They can be casily tamed and taught to speak.
They seem fond of the domestic state; but they

* Sonnini makes a singular remark respecting the choice
these birds make of particular situations o nestle in. He
observes, that the fine church of St. Nicholas in Lorraine is
at all times covered with Jackdaws; but that it is not easy
to account for their preference of churches before other
buildings, which appear to be equally convenient, 1In France,
for example, the Jackdaws build their pests in the towers of
the churches at Rouen and Mans, whilst they are never seen
on the towers of Orleans, of Tours, or of Angers, although
they are built nearly on the same plan. At Issondun there
are also abundance, but none on the tower-of Bourges, which
is only seven leagues distant, and of a height.and upuwy ta.
all appearance favourable,
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are faithless servants, concealing the food which
they cannot conswme, and secreting bits of
money and jewels.

To complete the history of the Jackdaws, we
have only to compare together the two kinds
which are natives of Europe, and afterwards
subjoin, as usual, the foreign species and va-
rietics. .

The Common Jackpaw®*is of the size of
a pigeon; its iris is whitish, it has some white
streaks under its throat, some dots of the same
colour rcund its nostrils, and some of an ash
colour on the hind part of the head and neck;
the rest is entirely black, which is deeper, how-
ever, on the upper. parts, and glossed sometimes
with violet, sometimes with green.

The Cnouvcnt differs from the preceding,
in being rather smaller, and perhaps less com-
mon ; its iris is blueish, as in the Rooks; the
prevailing colour of its plumage is black, with-
out any cinereous mixture, and small white
points are observed round its eyes. Butin every
other respect they are exactly alike, and there
is no reason to doubt that they belong to the
same species, and would breed together.

We need not be surprised that birds so nearly
reldted to the Crows, should present the same

* Choucas.——Buff.

+ Chouca—Buff. This is the Moneduls Nigra of Brisson;
which Linnieus makes to be & variety of the Common Jnckv
daw, Corcxs Monedula, '

F 2
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‘varieties. .Aldrovandus saw in Italy a Jackdaw
with a white collar; this is probably the same
with what is found in many parts of Switzer-
land, and which for this reason the English call
the Helvetian Daw *.

Schwenckfeld had occasion to see a white
Daw, with a yellowish bill. These white Daws
are more common in Norway and the cold coun-
tries ; in the tgmperate climates even, as in Po-
land, a small \?:te Daw is sometimes found in
the nest of the Black Daws or Choughs t: in this
case the colour of the plumage does not de-
pend on the influence of climate, but arises from
a natural defect; in the same way as white Ra-
vens are bred in France, and white negroes born
in Africa.

Schwenckfeld speaks: 1st, of a variegated
Daw, which resembles the true Jackdaw, except
that its wings are white, and its bill hooked.
2. Another Daw, which is very rare, and differs
from the common kind in its being crossed }.

* The Monedula Torquata of Brisson, which Linneus re-
gards as a variety. The Collared Jackdaw of Latham.

+ Rzacynzki,

11 had this year, in my court-yard, four tufted hens, of
a Flemish breed, which had the bill crossed ; the upper man-
dible was very hooked, and at least as much so as in the
cross-bill itself; the loyer was almost straight. These
-hens could not feed on the ground so well as others: it
was necessary that grain should be laid of a considerable

thickness.
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But these are, perhaps, individual varieties, or
monstrous productions. [A]

[A] The Jackdaw weighs nine ounces ; its length thirteen
inches, and its breadth twenty-enght It is found as far north
as Sondmor, and sometimes in the Feroe islands ; it leaves
Smoland and East Gothland immediately after harvest, and
returns in the upring with the starcs.—Mr. White, in his A's-
tural History of Selborne, relates a singular fact: That, in a
neighbouring warren, the Daws sometime®breed under ground

in the rabbit-burrows,
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PuiNy calls this bird Pyr we, which
name alone uﬁludes an ab ipti
Korar, which .
blackness of its plum g
of its species ; and py g
orange, denotes thetii N
fact, varies betw: -~ and orange, and
also that of its feakewW ichare still more vari-
able, since t fvfo red i the subject examined
by (xesnexmii blick i \the one described by
Brisson. " That author mbMtions also their being

% CHARACTER srhﬁus.

Convus PYRRHOCOR, x'.

pedibus nigris
convus Pvmecon

in Alpibus Heletices—15 pollices longus. W
t In Swiss, dlpkacktel, "Widtut ' Alp-kae, Wild-Dew) : in
German, Bergdol Aloravo (Mountain-Daw, Alp-Raven).
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sometimes yellow, and others relate that they
are yellow in wintbr and red in summer. Tlhiese
yellow feet and bill, which last is smaller than
that of the Jackdaw, have made it be taken for
the Blackbird, and termed the Great Alpine
Blackbird. But if we draw a comparison, we
shall find that it approaches much nearer. to the
Jackdaws, by the size of its body, the length of
its wings, and even the shape of its bill, though
slenderer, and by its nostrils being covered with
feathers, which are thmnen indeed, than in the
Jackdaws.

In the article of the Red-legged Crow, or
Cornish Chough, I have stated the difference
between these two birds; which Belon, and
some others who have not seen them, have con-
founded together. .

Pliny believed the Pyrrhocorazr to be of the
Alps*; but Gesner, who has accurately pointed
out the distinction between it and the Red-
legged Crow, says, that in certain parts of the
country of the Grisons, this bird does not ap-
pear in wintér ; and in other parts that it is seen
nearly the whole Vear, but that its favourite re-
sidence, whege it settles in numerous flocks, is
the summit of lofty mountains. These facts
restrict somewhat the opinion of Pliny, but at
the same time they confirm it.

The Alpine Daw is of a middle size, be-
tween the Jackdaw and the Carrion Crow:
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its bill is smaller, and more arched than either;
its cry is shriller, and moré plaintive than the
Jackdaw,and by no means agreeable *.

It lives chiefly upon grain, and is very de-
structive among the crops; its flesh is very in-
different eating. The inhabitants of the moun-
tains draw meteorological predictions from its
manner of flying; if it rises aloft, they’ lay
their account for cold; if it keep near the sur-
face, they expect mild weather.

THE ALPINE DAW.

* Schwenckfeld says, that the Pyrrhocorar, which he terms
also the Night Crow, is noisy, especially during the night,
and seldom appears in the day; but I am not certain if
Schwenckfeld means the same bird as I do, by that name.
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FOREIGN BIRDS
WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE JACKDAWS.

I
THE MUSTACHIO DAW¥

Tu1s bird, which is a native of the Cape of
Good Hope, is nearly the size of the Blackbird;
its plumage is of a glossy black, like the
Jackdaws ; and its tail is proportionally long-
er than in any of them; all the feathers which
compose it are equal, and the wings, when
closed, do not extend half its length ; the fourtn

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus HortENTOTTUS. C. virescenti-ater, cauda aquali,
mystacibus longissimis.—LafA. Ind. Orn.i. p. 166. No. 12.

Corvus HOTTENTOT: Us.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 364.

MoNEDULA CAPITIS BONE SPEI.—Bris. ii. p. 33.10. t. 2.

f. 2.
LE CHoucAs MoUSTACHE.—Buf. Pl. Exl, 226.—Buf,

par Sonn. xliv. p. 142. pl. 84. f. 2.
HotTeNTOT CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 380. 10.

HABITAT

ad' caput Bonz Svei,—11}: vollices longus,
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and fifth are the longest of all, reaching two
inches and a half farther than the first.

There ame two circumstances to be remarked
in the exterior of this bird: 1. Those long and
flexible black hairs which arise from the basc of
the upper mandible, and which are tiwice as
loug as the bill ; besides many other hairs, shoxter
and stiffer, aud pointing forwards, and spreading
over this same base, as far as the corners of the
mouth. 2. Those long and narrow feathers in-
serted in the upper part of the neck, which play
on the back, and form a sort of maane.

I1.
THE BALD DAW *,

This singular Daw corresponds to the Rook :
the anterior part of its head is bare as in the
Rook, and its throat is only shaded with a few

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus Carvus. C. ferrugineo fuscus subtus rufescens,
facie-ultra oculos nuda.—ILath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 153. No. 8.

Corves Carves,—Gmel. Syst i. p. 372.

Le Cuovcas Cuavve.—Buff. PL. Enl. $21.-—Buff. pur Sonn,
xliii. p. 145. pl. 75. fig. 2.

BaLp Crow.—Lath. Syn.i. p. 383. 16,

HADBITAT

.
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straggling feathers. Its relation to the Daws
in general is marked by the length of its wings,
the shape of its feet, its port, its bullk, and its
wide nostrijs, which are almost round. But it
differs because its nostrils are not covered with
feathers, and are placed in a deep cavity on
either side of the bill, and also because its bill
is broader near the base, and sc alloped at the
edges. I can say nothing with 1e5pcct to its
history. It has not even xecexved a name in
any trcatise of ornithology. It isa native of
Cayenne.

III.
THE NEW GUINEA DAW*

The natural place this bird ought to occupy
is between our Daws and what I call Colnud.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus Novze GuiNex. C. cinereus, capistro fascia per
.eculos caudaque nigris, dorso postico uropygio abdomine
femoribus crissoque albo nigroque fusciatis.—Lath. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 156. No. 14.

Corvus Nov.E GUINEE.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 371.

LE CHoucas de la NouvkLLE GUINE'E.—Buf. Pl Enl.

_ 629.—Buf" par Sonn. xliv. p, 147. pl. 75. fig. 1.

New GuiNEA CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 381. 18,

MABITAT
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It has the figure of the Daws, the grey plu-
mage of one of them, at least, on the upper part
of the body ; but it is not so large, and its bill
is broader in the base, in which it rescmbles the
Colnud. 1t differs from the last by the length
of its wings, which reach almost to the end of
its tail, and from the Colnud and the Daws by
the colours of the under-side of the body, wlhich
consist of black and white stripes, that extend
to the wings, and which bears some resemblance
to those in the varicgated Woodpecker.

IV.
THE PAPUAN DAW*

The prevailing colour of this bird (for we
know only its surface) is an ash-grey, deeper

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS!

Corvus PapuEnsis. C. cinereo-ggiseus, abdomine albo,
remigibus fusco-nigricantibus, macula per oculos nigra.—
Lath. Ind. Orn, i. p. 157. No, 15.

Corvus PAPUENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 371.

LEe CHoucARi de la NOUVELLE GUINE'E.—Buff. Pl, Enl,
630.—Buff. par Sunn. xliv. p. 149.

Paruan Crow.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 382. 14.

HABITAT
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in the upper side, and lighter in the hder,
and diluting, by dagrees, almost to white u:ader
the belly and the parts adjacent ,There are
only two exceptions to this uniformity of plu-
mage. 1. A black ring, which surrounds the
base of the bill, and extends as far as the eyes.
2. The great quills of the wings, which are of
a blackish.brown.

In this bird the nostrils are, as in the preced-
ing, entirely covered with white feathers; the
bill is nearly similar, except that the ridge of
the upper mandible is not round as in the Jack-
daws, but angular as in the Coluud. It bears
other relations also to the last, and resembles
it in the proportions of its wings, which extend
no farther than the middle of its tail; in the
smallness of' its feet, and in the shortness of its
nails. In short, we cannot hesitate to place it,
as well as the preceding, between the Jack-
daws and the Colnuds. Its length, reckoning
from the point of the bill to the extremity of
the tail, is about thirteen inches.

We owe this new species, as well as the pre-
ceding, to Sonnerat.
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V.

THE CAYENNE COLNUD®

I rank this bird after the Daws, though it
differs from them in some respects, because it
is ccrtainly more analogous to thest, than-to
any birds of our continent.

Like No. IL it has a very broad bill at the
base, and resembles it also in another respect,
in being bald; but this is in a different way,
the ncck being almost naked and feacherless.
Its head is covered from the nostrils inciusively,
with a sort of black velvet cap, cousisting of
small straight feathers, short, interwoven, and
very soft to the fecl; thesc arc more straggling
under the neck, and much more so under the
sides and i the hind part.

The Colnud is nearly of the size of our Jack-
daws, and we may add that it wears their
livery ; for its plumage is entirely black, except

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus Nunus. C. niger, pileo ex mollioribus plumis
contexto, collo rarius plumis contecto.—Linn. Syst. Nat.
Gmel. i. p. 371. No. 30.

LE CoLNUD de CAYENNE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 609.—Buff. par
Sonn. xliv. p. 155. pl. 76. f. 2.

BARE-NECKED CRow.—Lath. Syr. i. p. 382. No. 15,

HABITAT
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some of the coverts and the wing - §uills,
which are of a whitish grey.

To look at the feet of the one which I ob-
served, one would suppose that the hind-toe
was forcibly turned back ; but this is its natural
position, and it can be directed forward occa-
sionally, as in the martins. I have even re-
marked that it is connected with a membrane
to the inner toe in each foot. It is a new
species *

* The Colnud, according to Sonnini, is not a very com-

mon bird ‘n Freuch Guinea, which seems to be its native
countiy. w.

VI.
THE PHILIPPINE BALICASE*4.

I cannot prevail upon myself to, give this
bird the appellation of a Daw, as Brisson has

* CHAKACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus BaLicassius. C. virescenti-ater, cauda forsicata.
—Lath. Ind.'Urn. i, p. 156. No. 13.

Corvus BaLicAsstus.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 371.

MoNEDULA PHILIPPENSIS—Briss. ii. p. 31. 9. t. 2. f. 1.

Le CnotucAs des PuiLiPPINEs.—Buf. Pl. Enl. 603.—
Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 1567. pl. 76. f. 1.

PHILIPPINE CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 381.

HABITAT

in insulis Philippinis, India ad caput Bonz Spei.—10 pollices
longus. W,
+ "n the Thilivnines it is called Bali-Cassio.
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done} since, from his description even;, it ap-
pears to differ widely from them. Its wings ex-
tend only fifteen or sixteen inches, and it is
scarcely larger than a Blackbird: its bill is
thicker and longer in proportion than in any of
the European Jackdaws ; its feet slenderer, and
its tail forked; lastly, instead of the shrill
.gloomy cries of the Jackdaws, it has a soft
pleasant song. Such diffcrences would lead
us to expect many more, when the bird is better
known. :

Its bill and feet are black ; its plumage of the
same colour, with green reflections ; its colour,
at least, is the same, therefore, with that of the
Jackdaw.
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TIIE MAGPIE*+.

Turs bird resembles the crow so much in ex-
ternal appearance, that Linnaus has classed

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

Corvus Pica. C. albo nigroque varius, cauda cuneiformj.
—Lath. Ind. Ora.i. p.162. No. 32.

Corvus Pica —Gmel. Syst. i. p. 8718. Phil. Trans. Ixii.
p. 387.—Rau Syn. p. 41. A. L.—Will. p. 87.t. 19—~
Bris. ii. p. 85. 1.

LA Pic.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 488.—DBuff. par Sorn. xliv. p. 161.
pl. 77. fig. 2.

MAGPIE, or PYANET.—Br. Zoul. i. No. 78. Arct. Zool. ii.
No. 136.—Will. (Angl.) p. 127. t. 19.—Lath. Syn. i.
p. 392, 29.—Id. Sup. p. 80.—Bcw. Buds. i p 78.

HABITAT

in Europa, Asia, rarius in Amerion i Anghie-sylvis fre-
quens.—18 pollicp longus.

+ Tn Greek Kieva 00 Koo, 208 on Booouss om‘whﬁ".
ed plumpge, w;. tm L LK )

some, . dpiy Pluvia Mmﬁ)t ] W
Ama%w Pigee ; 4y
Grassa: ip T egdzgd: U0
Gazzara, ?lca. dfd [ ! ’."Aebfé" {rv,

Agerluster; in * Flemish, Aexter: in Polish, Strofz: in
Swedish, Skata, Skuira, Skara: in Danish, Skade: in Nar-
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them under the same genus; and Belon remarks,
that if the tail of the Migpie was shortened,
and the“white removed from its plumage, it
would be really a crow. In fact, the Magpie
has the bill, the feet, the eyes, and the general
shape of the crows and jackdaws; it has also
many of their instincts and habits, for it is
omnivorous, living on all sorts of fruity, and
devouring even carrion®, robbing the small
birds’ nests of the eggs and the young, and
selzmg sometimes the parents, either by an
open attack, or by surprising them® while en-
snared. Onc has been known to fall upon a
blackbird, another to snatch a crab, but
strangled by the closing of the claws, &c.{

Its fonduess for live flesh has suggested the
breeding it for falconry, like the ravens}. It
commonly spends the warm season paired with
its female, and engaged in hatching and brecd-
ing its yvoung. In the winter it goes in flocks,
and approaches the hamlets, where it has greater
resources, which the severity ot the season
renders the more necessary.  It'is casily recon-
ciled to the sigh? of man, soon grows familiar
in the house, and at last becomes master. 1
knew one which passed a day and night among

* KLEIN.—I saw one that ate greedily the skin of an
erange,

+ ALDROVANDUS.—It occasions much duordcr in the
catching of birds by calls ; and dares, as it were, the fowler
in his hut,

t Frisch,
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a crew of cats, which it was shrewd enough to
command.

It prattles nearly like the carrion®crow, and
learns to imitate the cries of animals, and even
the human voice. One is meuntioned which
could exactly mimic the calf, the kid, the
sheep, and even the notes of the shepherd’s
pipe: another repeated completely the flourish
of trumpets*. Willughby knew many which
could pronounce whole phrases. JMargot is
the word commonly given them, because they
can the most readily articulate it; and Pliny
assurcs us, that this bird is very fond of that
sort of imitation, is pleased with repeating the
words it has learned, studies patiently and
earnestly to recal those it has lost, is overjoyed
with the discovery, and sometimes dies of vex-
ation, if its recollection fails it, or if its tongue
refuses to pronounce a hard word .

The tongue of the Magpic is like that of the
raven, for the most part black. It alights on
the backs of hogs and shcep, like the jackdaw,

* Plutarch relates thdt a Magpie, which amused itself with
imitating human discourse, the cry of animals, and the
sound of instruments, having one day heard a flourish of
trumpets, became mute all of 4 sudden, which surprised per-
sons who had been accustomed to hear it chatter incessantly;
but they were much more surprised some time after, when,
quite unexpectedly, it broke silence, not to repeat-its usual
lesson, but to copy the notes and modulations of the
trumpets.——PLUTARCH. '

+ Hist. Nat. lib. x. 42.
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and searches after the vermin which infest these
animals: with this difference, however, that
the hog recetves its civilities with complaisance;
but the sheep, no doubt more delicate and sen-
sible, scems to dread it*. It also snaps, very
dexterously, the flies and other winged insccts
which come in its way. .

The magpic can be caught by the same
snares, and in the same manner, with the car-
rion crow, and it is addicted to the same bad
habits of stcaling and hording up provisions;
habits almost ever inseparable in the different
species of animals. It is imagined also to fore-
bode rain, when it chatters more than usually {..
On the other hand, many circumstances con-
cur to separate it from the crows.

It is much smaller than even the jackdaw,
not weighing more than cight or nine ounces ;
its wings are shorter, and its tail longer in pro-
portion, aud hence its flight is neither so lofty,
nor so well supported. It never undertakes
distant journeys, but only flies frqm tree to tree,
or trom steeple to stecple.  When on the
ground, it is in a continualslutter, hopping as
.much as walking, and briskly wagging its tail.

# Sulerne.

+ I have verified this fuct, by scattering before a tame
Magpie pieces of money and little bits of glass. It was dis-
covered also, that they conceal their theft with such great
‘care, that it was sometimes difficult to make a detection :
under the bed, for instance, dr betweea the quilts.
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It shews, in general, more restlessness add ac-
tivity than the crows; it is more malicious, and
is disposed to a species of raillery *  The fe-
male accordingly displays greater art and con-
trivance in the counstruction of her nest;
whether because she is more ardent for the
male , and thereforc more attached to its
young, or hecause she is aware that many birds
of rapine are forward to plunder its eggs and its
brood, and, besides, that some of them are
prompted to retaliate. She places her nest o
the tops of the lofticst trees, or, at least, on
high bushes ¥, and, with the assistance of the
male, strengthens it on the outside with flexible
twigs and worked mud, and environs the whole
with a basketing of small thorny branches
closcly entangled, leaving only in the thickest
and most accessible side, a small hole for enter-
ing. But, not conténted with safety alone, she
sccks convenience; she lines the bottom of the
nest with a sort of round mattress§, on which

* 1 once siw* a Magpie flying towards. a bird, which
happened to be tied to some place ; and as it was reaching to
eat a bit of flesh, the Magpic removed the morsel with its
tail. I thence concluded that the Magpie delights in tan-
talising other birds.”— Avicenna apud Gesnerum.,

+ The ancients had this idea; for, from the name of the
Magpie Kicoa, they formed the verh Kioogy, to desire.

1 Tt commeonly builds in the skirts of woods or on vine-
yards. )

§ « The Blackbird and Magpie spread a bedding under
their young.”—dristotle, Hist. Adnim. lib. ix. 13. 1 take
this opportunity to observe, that many writers have thouglt
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the young repose soft and warm; and though
this lining, which is the trut nest, be only six
inches in iiameter, the whole mass, including
" the thorny embrasure, is at least two feet
every way.

But all these precautions are not sufficient to
remove her anxiety and apprchensions: she is
perpetually on the watch; if she perceive a
crow to approach, she flies immediately to meet
him, harasses Lim, and pursues him' to a di-
stance®. If the enemy bc more formidable, a
falcon for instance, or an eagle, yet will not
fear restrain; she rushes on danger with a te-
merity which is not always crowned with suc-
cess. Her conduct must somctimes, however,
be more considerate, if we believe what is al-
leged, that when she sees a person spying her
nest with too envious an eye, she transports the
eggs to some other place, either between hei

that the Kisoz of Aristotle is the same with our jay, because
the Kizoa is described to hoard up acorns,e which are the
prmclpal food of the jay; but it is admitted that this food
is common to both the jay and the¢ Magpie ; and there are
two characters peculiar to the jay, which Aristotle could not
fail to have observed, viz. the two blue marks on the wings,
and the sort of crest which the bird makes by occasionally
bristling the feathers on the head. Since Aristotle is silent
on these particulars, I conjecture that his Magpie and ours
are the same bird, and likewise the long-tailed variegated
Magpie which was new at Rome, and rare even ‘in the time of
Pliny.—Lib. z. 20.
* Frisch,
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claws, or in a way still more incredible®.
Sportsmen tell storwes no less strange about her
skill in arithmetic, though her knowledge ex-
tends not beyond the number five t.

She lays seven or eight eggs at each hatch,
and breeds only once a year, unless the nest be
destroyed or deranged, in which case she con-
structs another, and both parents exert them-
selves with such ardour as to complete it
in less than a day. They have afterwards a
second hatch, consisting of four or five eggs ;
and if they be again disturbed, they will re-
build the nest, and make a third hatch, though
still smaller than the preceding}. The eggs of
the Magpie are never so large, or of so deep a

* «To the underside of a twig they glue two eggs with
their excrements, and, having takeu the burthen on their
neck, they transport it th@s equally poised.”— Pliny, lib. z. 33.

+ Sportsmen say, that if a Magpie sees a man enter a hut
built at the foot of the tree on which it breeds, it will not go
into its nest till it has perceived the man lcave the hut ; that
if two enter, and only one comes out, it will not be deceived
by the stratage'm; but will stay till the second also comes
out; that it will likewise distinguish three out of four, and
even four out of five, beyond which it cinnot discriminate.
1t would thence follow, that the Magpie has a distinct idea
of the series of numbers, from one to five; and it must be
confessed that the glance of a man’s eye is not perhaps more
accurate,

t Something of this kind has made the stratagem be im-
puted to the Mugpie, of having constantly two nests, with a
view to disappoint the birds of prey, by shifting from the
onc to the other. It was for the same reason that the tyrant
Dionysius had thirty bed-chambers.
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colow', as those of the Raven; they are marked
with brown spots, strewced on a blue-green
ground, most crowded about the thick end.
John Lichault, quoted by Salcrne, is  the
only onc who attirms that tie male and female
sit alternately. .

The Magpies are hatclied blind and shapeless,
and it is some time before they assume their (de-
stined form.  The mother not only rears them
with an anxious care, but takes an interest in
them atter they are grown up.  Their flesh is
indifterent cating, though it is not held in such
aversion as that of young crows.

-With respect to the didvrence remarked in
the plumage, I conceive it to be not absolutely
specific ; sinee, amoag the ravens, the crows,
and the jackdaws, individuals are found varie-
gated, like the Magpie, with black and white:
we must admit, indeed, tRat in the former
black is the ordinary culour, as the mixture of
white and black is in the latter.  DBut this is
not uniform; and if we examine the bird
closely, or view it in certain liglets, we may
perceive shades of green, purple, and violet,
though not expected in a bivd so little celebrat-
ed for beauty of plumage ¥, The male is dis-
tinguished from the female by the deeper blue
gloss on the upper part of'its body, and not by
the blackuess ot' its tongue, as some have
alleged.

British Zoology.
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'The Magpie is subject to moult, lile the
other birds; but it is obscrved, that the fea-
thers drop successively and by degrees, ex-
cept those on the head, which are detached
all at once, so that at the anuual return of the
scason it wppears bald®. "The young ones do
not get their long tail before the second year;
and no doubt this is the time when they become
adult.

All that T can lewrn with respeet to the dura-
tion of the hite of the Magpie is, that Dr. Der-
bam kept one twenty years, when it grew
blind with age .

This bird is very common in I'rance, IEng-
land, Germany, Sweden, and in every part of
Furope, except Laplandf; it is also rare in
mountainous countries, which shews that it
cannot support excessive cold. 1 shall close
this account with "a short description, which
will illustrate what cannot be represented at
all, or which the figure expresses imperfectly.

It has twenty quills in cach wing,i the first of
which is veryvshort, and the fourth and fitth the
longest ; twelve unequal quills in the tail, di-
minishing always™ in length, the farther they
are trom the two middle ones, which are the
longesy of all ; thwe nestrils round ; the internal

* Pliny, lib. x. 29, t Albin.

t Fauna Succica, No. 765, M. Hebert assures me, that no
Magpies are seen in the mountains of Bugey, or even at the
height of Nantua.
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cye-lids marked with a yellow spot; the edges
of the chops beset. with hLairs; the tongue
blackish gnd forked; the intestines about
twenty-two inches long; the ceacums half an
inch ; the @sophagus dilated and covered with
Zlands at its junction with the ventricle, which
is but little muscular; the kidney oblong; and
the gall-bladder of the ordinary size®.

I have already said that there are white Mag-
pics as well as white ravens; and though the
principal cause of this change of the plumage is
the influence of northern climates, as may be
supposed of the white Magpie of Wormius f,
which was brought from Norway, and even
of some of those mentioned by Rzacyuskif;
yet I must confess that they are sometimes
found in temperate climates ; for instance, the
one caught some years ago in Sologne, “which
was entirely white, cxcept a singlc black fea-
ther in the middle of its wings§; whether it
had migrated from the northern countries ta

* Willughby.

+ Museum IVormianum, p. 293. * It was sent me from
Norway, where two young ones of tkis kind were found in
the hest. Itis evidently, from its form, a Magpie, only of a
white colour, and smaller, not being yet full grown. Its
head appears smooth.”

1 * A white Magpie was hatched in the town of Comarn,
in the Russian palatinate. . . .. Five Magpies of the same co-
Jour were seen near Viaska. In Volhinia, vot fur from the
township of Olika, another was found.”—Rzacynski, Aclu-
arium. p. 412,

§ Salerae.
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France, aftcr having undergone this change,
or was bred in France, and the change of colour
owing to some accidental cause, is & matter of
doubt. We must say the same of the white Mag-
pies that have sometimes been scen in Italy *.

Wormius remarks, that the head of his white
Magpie was smooth and bare, because he pro-
bably saweit in the moulting season; which
confirms what I have said with regard to the
common Magpies 1.

Willughby saw, in the king of England’s col-
lection, Magpies of a brown or rusty colour,
which may be esteemed a second variety of the
ordinary sort.

* Gerini, Storia degli Uccelli, tom. ii. p.'41.

t The white Magpie, that at least described by Brisson,
had not only the plumage,” but also the beak, feet, and nails,
white. It had, however, some black spots near the end of the
beak. Sonnini observes that this varietv, though com-
mon in the northern countries, is nevertheless very rare in
France. Muuduyt had a white Magpie in his collection,
which lived a long time at Paris ; and he assures us that the
bird-catchers frequently offered bim others. w.
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FOREIGN BIRDS
AVHICH ARE RELATED TO THE MAGPIEL.
L.
THE SENEGAL MAGPIE#

It is somewhat less than ours; but its wings,
being proportionably longer, are nearly of the
same cxtent; its tail, on the contrary, is
shorter, though of’ the same shape.  The bill,
the feet, and the nails, are black, as in the com-
mon Magpic, but the plumage is very different.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus SENEGALENSIs.  C. nigro-violaceus, cauda cune-
iformi, remigibus rectricibusque fuscis.—Lath. [nd. Orn.
i. p. 163. No. 33.

CoRVUS SENEGALENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 3741.

CORVUS ATER,~—CGimel. Syst. i. p. 375

CorVus Pravic.—Dand. Orn. ii. p- 239,

PrcA SENEGALENSIS - Brs. il p. 40.2. t. 8. 1. 2.

L Pie du SENEGAL. - Bugt. Pl Enl, 538, -—Buyff. par Sonn-
xliv. p. 182,

SENEGAL CROW. —Lath. Syn. i. p. 394. 31.

HABITA'T

in Semegala.—14 pollices longus. W,
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It has not a particje of white, and all the co-
lours are dull; the head, the nerk, the back,
and the breast, are black, with violet réflections;
the quills of the tail and the great quills of the
wings are brown.  All the rest is blackish, with.
different degrees of intensity.

I1.
THE JAMAICA MAGPIE

This bird weighs only six ounces, and is.
about a third smaller than the common Magpie,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

GRractLA QuisciLa,  Gr. nigro-violacea, cauda rotun-
data. —Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 191. No. 7.

GRACULA QUisCULA.—Gmel. Syst. i, p. 397.

Prica JAMAICENSIS. --Dris. ii. p. 241, 3.

Menrops Nidpat IRIDE SUBARGENTEA.-—DBroza. Jum.
p- 476.

IzanaTL.—Raii Syn. ». 168. 21.

La P1E de laJAMAIQUE.~—Bug. par Sonn. xliv. p. 194, *

BLACKBIRD or MA1zE-TuIerv.—Kalm. Tr. (ed. dugl.) i t.
p- 201.

PuereLE GRAKLE.—dret. Zool. ii. No. 153,—Lathk. Syn.
il p. 462, 6.—1d. Sup. p. 90.

HABITAT

s Mexigo, Awmerica calidiore, Jamaica.—11} pollices longa,
W.-
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whicl. it resembles in its bill, its feet, and its
tail.

The pluvmage of the male is black, with pur-
ple reflections ; that of the female is brown,
darker on the back and all the upper side of the
body, and lighter under the belly.

They build their nest on the branches of
trecs. They are found in cvery part of the
island, but are most numecrous at a distance
trom the scene of bustle.  After breeding, they
quit their conccaliments, and in autumn they
spread over the scttlements in such prodigious
multitudes, as sometimes to darkcen the air.
They fly thus in flocks for miles, and wherever
they alight, they occasion considerable damage
to the planters. In winter, their resource is to
crowd to the barn-doors. Such facts would
lead us to suppose that they are frugivorous ;
but they have a strong smell, and their flesh
is rank and coarse, and seldom eaten.

It follows trom what I have said, that this
bird differs from our Magpie, not only in its
mode of feeding, in its size, and in 1ts plumage,
but is besides distinguished by its being able to
continuc long on wing, by its associating in
numerous flocks, and by the rankness of its
flesh. The difference of sex is attended with a
still greater in the colours. - In short, if we add
that the common Magpie could not traverse the
immense ocean which separates the two conti-
uents, and could not support the intense cold
of a northern passage, we may conglude the
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American Magp:es to be analogous to c.irs, and
their rcpresentatlves in the new world, but not
derived from the same common stock.

The tesquizana * of Mexico seems to bear a
great resemblance to this Jamaica Magpie;
since, according to Fernandez, its tail is very
long, and its size is inferior to that of the stare;
it$ plumage is of a‘glossy black ; it flies in nu-
merous flocks, which are dcstructive to the cul-
tivated fields where they alight; it breeds in
the spring, and its flesh is tough and rank. _In
a word, this bird might be considered as a sort
of stare or jackdaw; but, if we except the plu-
mage, a jackdaw with a long tail resembles
much a magpie.

It is quite different with respect to the isanaf
of Fernandez, which Brisson confounds with
the Jamaica Magpie. The bill, indeced, the
feet, and the plumage, have the same colours
in both; but the isana is larger, and.its bill is
twice as long: besides, it prcﬂ'rs the coldest
parts of \Ieuco, and in its instincts, its habits,
and its cry,’it rescmbles the stare. It would be
difficult, I i imagine, to tracc these characters in
the Jamaica Magpie of Catesby; and, if it
must be referred to the same genus, it ought at

® I have formed this word by contraction for the Mexican
Tequixquiacazanet!. Fernandez calls it also Stare of Salt
Marshes, and the Spaniards, Tordo (thrush). ‘This bird bas a
plaintive song.—Fernandcz, Hist. Avium Nove Hispanie,
cap. xxxiv.

+ Id. ean. xxxii. He calls it Jzanat!: others Yztlaolzanatl.
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lcast ™ he formed into a separate species.  The
authority of Fernundez, the dnly naturalist who
has had aid opportunity ot viewing the bird, s
surcly of more weight than the artificial classi-
ficaticn of a svstem-maker; and that expe-
ricnced observer says, that it bore "a stronger
analogy to the stare than to the Magpie. How-
ever, we may be deceived in a subjcéet of this
kind, where our information is drawn from im-
pertect descriptions and inaccurate figures; 1
shall add, that the isana has a sort of jeering
note, common to most of the birds termed
American dlagpics*.

* This bird is not confined to Jamaica, but inhabits the
other West-India islands, as well as New Spain, Virginia, and
Luabradar. It is a bivd of passage, and makes great havoc
among the wheat, barley, oats, and rice. W.

il

THE MAGPIE or tur ANTHLLES® .,

Brisson has classed this bird with the rollers,
for no other 1cason than I can discover, except

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

Conrves Caripnmus,  C. ferrusinews subtua albus, .collo
ceeruleo torque albo, uronvgio luteo, rectricibus caruleie
a'bo variis.—/l.ath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 16:3. No. 3p.
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that in Aldrovandus’s figure the nostrils are
naked, which Brisson reckons one of the cha-
racters of the roller: but, 1. we canflot with
certainty infer from a figure, which Brisson him-
self comsiders as inaccurate, a property so
minute that it would escape the notice of a de-
signer. 2. To this we may opposc a remark-
able characfer, which could not be overlooked,
viz. the long quills in the middle of the tail,
which Brisson considers asbelonging exclusively
to the Magpie. 3. The Magpic of the Antilles
resembles ‘ours in its cry, in its confident dis-
position, in its nestling on trees, in its saunter-
ing by the margin of strcams, and in the
coarseness of its flesh *: in short, if we must

Corvus CARIBBEUS,—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 374.—Daud. Ora. ii.
p. 242.

GALGULUS ANTILLARUM.—Bris. ii. p. 80. G.

Pica Cauparta INpicA.—Raii Syn. p. 42. 6. --Wul
p. 90. 1.

PicA ANTILLARUM.—Raii Syn. p. 152.

LA P1E des ANTILLES.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 201.

PERSIAN P1e.—2#%ll. (Angl.) p. 182. vi. parag. 2.

CARIBBEAN CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 395. 32.

HABITAT
in.Caribba insulis. w.

+ See L’Histoire Générale des Antilles, tom. i. p. 2568.—
Aldrovandus, tom. i, p. 788,

® Hist. des Antilles. 'The Magpie also walks by the sides
of water, simce it sometimes catches crabs, as we have
already said,
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rank .¢ with the most analogous European birds;
it-ought to be placed among the Magpies.

It diffe;s, however, by the excessive length
of the two middle quills of the tail, which
stretch six or ecight inches beyond the lateral
ones*; its colours are also different, the bill and
feet being red; the neck blue, with a white
collar ; the head of the same blue, tinged -vith
a white spot, strcaked with black, which ex-
tends from the origiu of the upper mandible to
the junction of the neck; the back of a tawny
colour, the rump yellow, the two long quills of
the tail striped with blue and white, those of
the wing mixed with green and llue, and the
under side of the body white.

Upon comparing Father du Tertre's de-
scription of the Magpic of the Antilles with
that of Aldrovandus’s long- tailed Magpie of
India, we cannot doubt but they were formed
from a bird of the same species, and con-
sequently it is an American bird, as we are
assured by Father du Tertre, who saw it at Gua-
daloupe, and not anative of Jafan, as Aldro-

* 1 do not mean the singular property ascribed to it by
Aldrovandus, that there are only eight quills in the tail :
that naturalist counted them only in a coloured figure, a very
ancertain method of judging. Father Dutertre, indeed, re-
peats the same thing ; but most probably he copies Aldro-
vandus, with whose ornitkology he was well acquainted, since
he quotes it in the next page. Besides, he was accustomed
to make his descriptions from memory, which requires as-
sistance : and, lastly, the Magpie of the Antilles is. perhaps
the only one in whjch he mentions the number of.the. tails
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vandus asserts from a very uncertain tradition*;
unless we suppose that it had penetrated towards
the north, and thus spread through bgth con-
tinents.

& ¢« The emperor of Japan transmitted this most beautiful
bird, some years since, to his holiness the Pope, as a res
markable preseut, s I have learned from the Marquis Fac-
chinetto, who said that it was received by his uncle Innogent
IX.”—ALDROVANDUS.

IV.

THE HOCISANA *4.

Though Fernandez calls this bird a great
starc, we may, from his own account, refer it

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus MEXICANUS. C. totus ceruleo - niger. — Lath.
Ind. Ora. i. p#184.-
CoRrvus MEXICANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 375.
"P1cA MEXICANA MAJOR.—Bris. ii. p. 43, 4.
HorTzANATL.—Raii Syn. p. 162.
L'Hoc1sANA.—Buff. par Somn. liv. p. 205.
‘MexrcaN Crow.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 396. 34.

HABITAT
i Mexico, w.

t Fernandez, cap, xxxiii. The Mexican name ig Hocitzanatl ;
it'is also called Carcaztotot!.
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to the genus of Magpies; for he tells us, that it
would be exactly like the tommon jackdaw, if
it weré. somewhat smaller, its tail and nails
shorter, and its plumage of a purer black, and
‘not mixed with blpe. But a long tail is the
property, not of the stare, but of the Magpie, -
and what discriminates it the most in its ex-
ternal appearance from the jackdaw. With re-
gard to the other characters which separate the
Hocisana from the jackdaw, they are as much
foreign to the stare as to the Magpie, if not
more so.

This bird courts the residence of man; it is
as familiar as the Magpie, chatters like it, and
has a shrill cry; its flesh is black, and very
well tasted.

V.

THE VARDIOLE*,

Seba has given this bird the appellation of
the Bird of Paradise, as he has to almost, all
foreign birds with long tails, In this respegt
the Vardiole was entitled to the name, since its
tail is double the extreme. length of its body.
But. this tail is not formed as in the bird of pac

* It is called Waygehce, or Wardios.
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radise, for its quill feathels are furnished#vith
vanes through their whole length, besides many
other differences.

White is the prevailing colour in this bird :
we must only except the head and neck, which
are black, with very bright purple reflections ;
the feet, which are of a light red; the wings,
whoce quills have black vanes, and the two
fniddle ones of the tail, which stretch much be-
yond the rest, and which are marked with black
along their shaft, from the base to half of their
length.

The eyes of the Vardiole are lively, and en-
circled with white; the base of the upper man-
dible is shaded with-little hair-like black fea-
thers, that meet behind and cover the nostrils;
its wings are short, and cxtend not beyond the
origin of its tail. So far it resembles the Mag-
pie; but it differs oh account of the shortness
of its feet, which are only the half in propor-
tion, a circumstance attended with other dif-
ferences in its figure and port.

It is found’ih the island of Papoe, according
to Seba, whose description is the only orlglml

one, and comprehends all that is known about
this bird.
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VI

THE ZANOE* +.

Fernandez compares this Mexican bird to the
common Magpie, for its size, for the length
of its tail, for the perfection of its senses, for
its talents for speaking, and for its proneness
to steal whatever plcases its fancy. He adds,
that its plumage is entirely black, excepton the
neck and head, where we can perceive a fulv-
ous tinge.

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus ZANOE. C. nigricans, cauda longissima, capite
colloque subfulvis.— LatA. Ind. Orn. i. p. 164. No. 37.

Corvus ZANOE.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 305.

Pica MexicaNA MiNOR.—Bru. ii. p. 44. 5.

TZANAHOEL.—Raii Syn. p. 162.

LE ZANOR.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 209,

LESSER MEXICAN CROW.—Lath. Syn, i. p. 397. 86,

HABITAT
in Mexico. w,

+ The Mexican name is Tsanakoci,
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THE JAY *1.

WaaT we have said with regard to the m-
stirct of the Magpie, we hold almost entirely
im respect to the Jay; it will be sufficient,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.'

RVUS GLANDARIUS. C. tectrigitiey slarwms ceeruleis,
ineis transversis albis nigrififme,” corpove ferruginco
iegato.—Lath. Ind, Orn, i. p. 157. N& 18,

RVUS GLANDARIUS.—Gmel. Syst. 1. p. 368.-~Rau Syn.
41. A, 2.—IVill. p.68. t. 19.

GhRRULUS.—Bris. ji p. 47, 1, ~

L}‘an.—&f. . R, Bpl, 481, —Baf, per Sonn. xliv. p. 222.
J

. "- ﬁg. lp + ;t' e .
Y.—Br. BL & No. 79.—Arct., Zool. ii. p. 262. E—
) gml. CAngd . 130. t. 19.—Lath, Syn. i. p. 384, 19.—
id. § .—Bew, Dirds, i. p.84.1

HABJEAT
?

by Europa passim et in Sibiriéiiipatibub.~sep pollices longyd
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therefore, to notice the characteristic dif-

ferences. ¢

The principal one is the blue spot, or mther
mail formed by various s'a:es of blue, with
which each of its wings is uccorated, and wlich
suffices to distinguish it. at ieust, from all the
other European birds. it bas also on its fore-
head a tuft of small fecathe:s, biack, blue,.and
white: in general its feithers have all a soft
and silky teel, and it can at pleasure raise and
depress those on its head. It is a fourth part
less than the Magpie; its tail is shorter, and its
wings longer in proportion, but notwithstand-
ing it can scaggely fly better *,

The male is distinguished by the bulk of his
head and the lustre of his colourst. The old
ones differ also from the young in their plu-
mage, and hence the various inconsistent de-
scriptions J.

The Jays are of a pctulant disposition ; thcy
have keen sensations and Dbrisk movements,
and in their frequent bursts of rage they hurry
into danger, and often entangle-their head be-
tween two branches, and dic thus suspended in
the air§. When they fecl testraint, their vio-

* Belon. + Olina.

t Willughby says, that, in the Jay described by Aldro-
vandus, no transverse spots appear on the tail, Its fedt are
grey, according to Belon ; they are brown, verging on flesh-
colour, according to Brisson, and our own observations,

§ GesNER. This insfinct makes those battles cl‘edible,
which are said to be fought between armies of Jays and those

BB Xid
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lence exceeds bounds; and hence, in g, cage,
they entirely losé their beauty, by the coh-
tinual rumpling, wearing, and b aking of
their feathers. '
Their ordinary cry is harsh and frequent;
they are also fond of imitating other birds
whose notes are not more agrecable, such as the
kestril, the tawny owl, &c.* If they perceive
in the wood a fox or other ravenous animal,
they give a certain shrill scream, €o alarmn their
companions; they quickly assemble, presuming
that they shall be formidable by their numbers,
or at least Ry their noisef. This instinct,
which the Jays have, of summoning their force,
together with their violent antipathy to the
brown owl, suggest several ways of ensnaring
them, and the sport is commonly very success-
ful{; for they are more petulant than the
magpies, and by no means so suspicious or
crafty ; nor is their natural cry so various,
though they have great flexibility of throat,
and have a turn for imitating all the cries and
seunds of antmals which they habitually hear,
and even human discoursc. The word Richard
they can the most easily imitate. They have
also, like the magpie, and all the family
of the daws, crows, and ravens, the habit of
bilying their supcrfluous provisions§, and of
stealing whatever they can obtain. But they
cannot always recognise the spot where they

® Trignh + Id, { Belon. § Id. .
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have huried their treasure, or, like all misers,
they are more actuated by tHe fear of encroach-
ing on thuir stock, than by the desire of using
it; so that in the succeeding spring, the acorns
and nuts that werc conccaled, perhaps for-
gotten, germinate in the earth, and their tender
leaves discover the uscless heap, though too
late, to the frugal sordid hoarders.

The Jays breed in woods remotc from human
dwellings, preferring the most branchy oaks,
whose trunks are entwined with ivy *: but they
are not so artful and cautious as the magpies in
building their nests. I have recgived many of
these in the month of May ; they were hollow
hemispheres, formed with small interwoven
roots, open above, without any soft lining,
and without any extcrior defence. I always
found them to contain four or five eggs; others
say that the number is five or six. They were
smaller than pigeons’ eggs, grey, with more or
less of a greenish hue, and w1t11 small spots
faintly marked,

The young undergo their moulting in July :
they keep company with their parents till the
succeeding spring{, when ‘thcy separate, to
form new pairs. By this tine the blue plate on

“their wings, which appcars very carly, has at-
- tained its highest beauty,

In the domestic condition, to which they

#asily conform themselves, they become accus-

. ® Olina, , - + British Zgology,



THE JAY. 107

tomed to all sorts of food, and live in this way
eight or ten years™. In the state of, freedom,
they feed not only on acorns and ﬁﬂierts, but
on chesnuts, peas, beans, sorbs, gooseberries,
cherries, raspberries, &c. They also prey on
the young of other birds, when they can sur-
prise them in the nest during the absence of the
parents; and somctimes they venture to attack
the old ones, when they discover them entangled
in snares ; and in this case they‘advance with
their usual imprudence, and are often caught
themselvest. Their flesh, though not delicate,
is eatable, particularly if it be boiled first, and
afterwards roasted.

In Jays, the first phalanx of the outer toe is
in each foot connected with that of the middle
toe; the inside of the mouth is black; the
tongue of the same colour, forked, thin, mem-
branous, and almost transparent; the gall-
bladder is oblong; the stomach not so thick,
and lined with weaker muscles than the gizzard
in the granivorous tribe. Their gullet must be
very widé, Yor they swallow acorns, filberts,
and even chesnuts, entire, like the ring-doves };
I know, however, that they never thus treat the
flower-cup of a pink, though they are exceed-
ingly fond of the seed which it contains. I
Hhve often admired their procedure: if a pink
be thrown to them, they secizc it greedily, and
if others be offered, they -continue to snatch

% Qlina. Frisch. # Frisch. British Zoology. § Belon.
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them 11 their bill can hold no more. When
they want to eat these, they lay aside all the
rest but owe, hold it with the right foot, and
pluck off the petals one by one, keeping a
watchful eye all the time, and casting a glance
on every side : at last, when the seéd appears,
they devour it greedily, and agam begm to
pluck a second flower.

This bird is found in Sweden, Scotland,
England, Germany, and Italy; and is, I be-
lieve, a native of every country in Europe, and
even of the corresponding climates of Asia.

Pliny mentions a kind of Jays or magpies
with five toes, which learned to speak better
than the rest *. This is not more wonderful than
that there should exist hens with five toes,
especially as the Jays become more familiar and
domestic than hens; and we know well, that
all animals which live with man, and feed
richly, are subject to exubcrance of growth.
The phalanges of the toes might be multipli-
ed in some individuals beyond the usual num-
ber; a deviation which has been astribed too
generally to every species 1.

But another variety, more gencrally known
in this species, is the White Jay. It has the
blue mark on the wings }, but is distinguished
from the common Jay by the almost universal
whiteness of its plumage, which extends even
to its bill and nails, and by the red colour of

¢ Lib. x. 42. + Aldrovandus, 1 Gerini.
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its eyes, a property observed in so many other
white animals. but we must not imagine that
this white complexion is entirely pure; it is
often shaded with a yellowish tinge of various
intensity. In a subject which I examined, the
coverts of the wings were the whitest; its feet
also seemed to be more slender than those of the
common Jay. [A]

[A] It weighs between six and seven ounces, its length is
thirteen inches, breadth twenty and a half. 1t is esteemed
one of the most beautiful of the British birds,
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1I1.
THE PERUVIAN JAY*.

Theplumage of this hird is of singular beauty ;
it consists of an assemblage of the finest colours,
sometimes melting with inimitable art, and
sometimes forming a congrast which heightens
the effect. The dclicate green which prevails
in the upper part of its body, extends on the
one side over the six mid-quills of the tail, and
on the other it advances, passing by insensible
shades, and receiving, at thesame time, a blueish
tint, to join a sort of white crown on the head.
The base of the bill is surrounded with a fine
blue, which appears again behind the cye, and
in the space beclow it. A kiud of black velvet,
which covers the throat and all the forc-part of
the neck, is contrasted at its upper margin with

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus PEruviANUSs. C. dilute viridis, fronte caerulea,
vertice collorque supra albidis, gula jugrloque atris, abdo-
mine rectricibusque lateralibus flavis,—Latk. fnd. Orn. i.
p. 161. No. 30.

CoRrvUs PERUVIANUS—Gmcl. Syst. i. p. 373.

Le Gear du Perov.—Buy. Pl, Enl. 623.—Buff. par Sonn,
xliv. p. 246, pl. 78. fig. 1.

PeRUVIAN JAY.—Lath, Syn. i. p. 391, 27.

HABITAT
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the fine blue colour, and at its lower to the jon-
quil yellow which is spread over the bl%:, the
belly, and the three lateral quills on éach side
of the tail. The tail is tapered, and more so.
than the Siberian Jay.

Nothing is known with regard to the'quali-
ties of this bird, which has never been seen in
Europe.

II1.

THE BROWN CANADA JAY, OR
CINEREOUS CROW#*.—Lath.

If it were possible to suppose that the Jay
could migrate into America, I should be in-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CANADENSsIS. C. fuscus, fronte flavicante, subtus
rectricumque apicibus-albidus.— Latk. Ind, Orn.i. p. 160.
No. 23.

€orvus CANADENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 376.

GARRULUS €CANADENSIS Fuscus.—DBris, ii. p. 54. 3. t. 4.

f2
LE GEAI BRUN de CANADA.—Buf. Pl, Enl. 630.—Buff.

par Sonn. xliv. p. 248.
CINEREOUS CROW.—Arct. Zool, ii. No. 137,—~Phil. Trans.

Ixii. p. 386.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 389, 23.

HABITAT

im America boreali.—9 pollices longus.
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clined to suppose that this is a variety of our
Europe{u species; for it has the appearance
and the port, and also those soft silky feathers
which aie conceived to belong peculiarly to the
Jay. It is distinguished only by its inferior
size, by the colours of its plumage, and by the
length and shape of its tail, which is tapered.
Such slight differences might be as¢ribed te cli-
mate; but our Jay is unable to traverse the in-
tervening ocean.  Till, therefore, we reccive
a fuller account of the habits of the Brown
Jay of Canada. we shall consider it as one
of the foreign specics, the most analogous to
our Jay.

The upper side of the body is of a brown co-
lour ; the under side, and also the crown of the
head, the throat, and the fore-part of the neck,
are of a dirty white, which also appears at the
extremity of the tail and wings. In the indivi-
dual which I observed, the bill and the legs
were of a decp brown, the under side of the
body of a deeper brown, and the lower mandi-
ble broader than in the figure : lastly, the fea-
thers on the throat, jutting forward, formed a
sort of barbil *. )

* It inhabits the nortbern and western parts of America,
breeds early in the spring, and builds its nest with sticks and
grass in the pines. It lays two, and rarely three eggs, which
are blue. The youngare quite black. They fly in pairs, the
male and female being precisely alike, They store up ber-
ries in hollow trees; yet they are avaricious, and so bold

as to visit the huts of the natives, and pilfer whatever they
can snatch, even salted meat. They are seldom seen in the
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IV.

THE SIBERIAN JAY*

The points of analogy between this new spe-
cies and our Jay consist in a certain family like-
ness, and that thc shape of the bill and feet,
and the positiou of the nostrils, are nearly the
same; and also that the Siberian Jay has, like
ours, narrow feathers on its head, which it can
raisc at pleasure as a crest. The discriminat-
ing properties are these: it is smaller, its tail is
tapered, and the colours of its plumage are very
different. Its history is totally unknown.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus INFAUsTUS. C. cinerascens subcristatus, facie
colloque subtus cerulescenti-albis, uropygio, corpore sub-
tus rectricibusque lateralibus ferrugineo-fulvis.—Lat#, Ind.
Orn. i. p. 159. No. 22. Var. 8.

Conrvus S1BIRICUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 373.

- LE GEAI de SIBERIE.—Buff. Pl. Exl.6€08.—~Buff. par Sonn.
xliv. p. 251. pl. 79. fig. 1.
SIBIRIAN JAY.—Latk. Syn. i. p. 391. 26,

HABITAT

in Sibiria.—~10 pollices longus, w.
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V.

THE WHITE COIF, OR CAYENNE
JAY *,

It is nearly of the size of the Common Jay,
only it is taller, its bill shorter, its tail and
wings proportionally longer, which gives it a
sprightlier air. ,

There arc also other differences, chiefly in
the plumage; grey, white, black, and the dif-
ferent shades of violet, coustitute all the variety
of its colours. The grey appears on the bill,
the legs, and the nails; the black on the front,
the sides of the head, and the throat ; the white
round the eyes, on the crown of the head, and
on the nape as far as the origin of the neck, and

¢ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CAYANUS. C. subviolaceus subtus candidus,

, Jugulo fronteque nigris, cauda apice ulba.— Lat. Ind. Orn.
¢ i p- 160. No. 24. ,

PRVUS CAYANUS. —Gmel. Spst. i. p. 370.

| ARRULUS CAYANENBIS.—DBris. ii. p. 52. 2. t. 4. f. 1.

‘¢ GEAl de CAYENNE.—Buff. Pl Enl. 373,—Buff. par

Sonn. xliv. p. 253. pl. 79. £, 2.
CAYENNE JAY.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 588, 22.

HABITAT

im Cayana.—18 pollices longus. w.
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also over all the lower part of the bodyg the
violet lighter en the back and wings, and/eeper
on the tail, which is tipped with white, and
composed of twelve quills, of which the two
middle ones are rather longer than those
towards the side.

The small black feathers on its front are short,
and scarcely flexible ; part of them project over
the nostrils, and the rest are reflected, so as to
form a sort of ruffled crest.

VI

THE GARLU, OR THE YELLOW-
BELLIED JAY OF CAYENNE*

This also is a native of Cayenne; but of all
the Jays it is the onc which has the shortest

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CoRrvus FLAVIGASTER. C. virescente-fuscus, subtus flavus,

- Vvertice striga aurea, superciliis gulaque albis.—Lath. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 162. No. 31,

CoRrvUS FLAVUS. —Gmel. Syst. i. p. 373.

LE GARLU ou LE GEAI A VENTRE JAUNE de CAYENNE,
—Buff. PL. Enl. 240.—Buff. par Sonn, xliv. p. 255,

YELLOW-BELLIED JAY.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 892, 28,

HABITAT

tn Cayana,—9 pollices longus, W,
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wing ; we should therefore be the farthest from
suspect'ng that it crossed the Atlautic, espe-
cially as it can subsist only in warm climates.
Its feet are short and slender. I can add no-
thing with respect to its colours, but what the
sight of the figure will suggest; and with re-
spect to its habits, we are totally ignoraut.
We know not even whether, like the other
Jays, it can erect the crown feathers. It isa
new species.

VII.

THE BLUE JAY OF NORTH-
AMERICA*.

This bird is noted for the fine blue colour of
its plumage, which, with a slight intermixture

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CrisTATUS. C. tectricibus alarum lineis t
versis nigris, corpore ceruleo, collari nigro.—-—LatIt..}‘:?.
Orn. i. p. 158. No. 19.

Corvus CRISTATUS.—Gmel. Syst, i. p. 369.—Daud. Orn.
ii. p. 32.

GARRULUS CANADENSIS CERULEUS,—Bris. ii. p. 64. 2.
t. 4. f. 2.

Le Gear BLEv du CANADA.—Byf. Pl. Enl. 529.—DBuff.
par Sonn. xliv. p. 257.
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of white, black, anq purple, is spread over all
the upper part of its body, from the cpfwn of
the head to the extremity of the tail.

Its throat is white, with a tint of red ; under
it is a kind of black gorget, and still lower a
reddish zone, which melts by degrees into the
grey and white that predominate in the lower
part of thebody. The feathers on the crown
of the hcad are long, and the bird raises them
at pleasure like a crest, which is larger and
more beautiful than in our Jay: this is termi-
nated on the front by a kind of black fillet,
which, stretching on both sides over a white
ground as far as the nape, joins the branches of
the gorget. This fillet is divided from the
bottom of the upper mandible by a white
line formed by the small feathers which cover
the nostrils.

The tail is almost as long as the bird itself,
and consists of twelve quills.

Catesby remarkg, that the American Jay has
the same petulance in its actions as the Com-
mon Jay; that its notes are less disagreeable,
and that the female is distinguished from the
male by its dullet colours. Admitting this,
Catesby's figurc must represent a female, and

BLUE JAY.—C4t. Car. i. t. 15.—Edw. t. 239.—Arct. Zool. ii*
No. 138. —Lath. Syn. i. p. 386.20.

HABITAT

in America septentrionali.—11 pollices longus. LA
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that of Edwards a male; buf the age of the bu'd
must avo affect the vivacity and perfection *of
its colouls.

This Jay is brought from Carolina and Ca-
nada; and in those countries it must be very
common, for many are sent to Europe*.

® It feeds on fruits and berries, of which it generally wastes
more than it consumes. It lays, in the month of May, five or
six eggs, of dusky olive, with ferruginous spots. It remaina
/in the country the whole year. It is well known to sailors
by the name of Blue Bird, and frequently brought to Bnhm
from Virginia and the Carglinas, ) M.
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THE NUTCRACKER *+-

Tris bird is distinguished from the jays and
magpies by the shape of its bill, which is

* QHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus CARYOCATACTES. C. fuscus albo punctatus, alis
caudaque nigris, rectricibus dpice albis, intermediis apice
detritis.—Latk, Iad. Ops. i, p. 164. No. 39.

CoRvus CARYOCATACTES.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 870.—Raii
Syn. p. 42. 5.

NUCIFRAGA.—Bris. il. p. 89. 1. t. 5. f, 1.

Le Casse-Norx.—Buf. Pl, Enl. 58,—Buf. par Sonn. xliv.
p- 268. pl. 80. fig. 2.

NUTCRACKER.—Br. Zool. App. t. 1.—Arct. M‘. p. 252,
D.~—Edy. t. 240 —Wll. ( Angl.) p.132. .20, .
i. ». 400. 38.—Id. Sup. p, 82,—Bew. Birds, i. p. oMy

HABITAT
in Europa et Asia, boreali, rapissitne in Anglia.—13 ollices
lon Po&?g
+ This bird was uukpown ¢ the Greeks, though Gesver has _
forsted $ Mhdw'me Kagvoxdlaxly, from xagua, a

nut,' to kilt: zss called Nucifragm Ossi-

Jr and by ;:-::&
(St 0 ledl{:‘pe !
?M s Nnis.hm‘c&r,
Wﬂ(ﬁ'hy), Stein-heyer, "Walkitar] (Wood w'
ankuchcr-holct-uhreyer (the Turkish Fomt-bmle‘} in

Polish, Klesk, Grabulysk ; in Russian, Kogtohyyz : in French,
La Pie Grivilée.
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straighter, blunter, and comjposed of two un-
equal pNces. Its instinct is also different, for
it prefers the residence of high mountains, and
its disposition is not so much tinctured with
cunning and suspicion. Iowever, it is closely
related to these two species of birds; and most
authors, not fettered by their systems, have
ranged it with the jays and magpics; and ewen
with the jackdaws*, which, it is well known,
bear a great analogy to the magpies; but it
is asserted that it chatters more than any of
these. .

Klein distinguishes two varieties of the Nut-
cracker; the one, speckled like the stare, hasa
strong angular bill, a long forked tongue, as in
all the magpics; the other is of iuferior size,
and its bjll (for he says nothing of theplumage)
is more slender and rounder, composed of two
unequal mandibles, the upper part of which is
the longer, and its tongue divided deeply, very
short, and almost lost in the throat .

According to the same author, these two
birds eat hazel-nuts; but the former breaks
them, and the latter pierces them: they feed

® Gesner, Turner, Klein, Willughby, Linnzeus, Frisch.

+ According to Willughby, the tongue seems not capable
of reaching farther than the corners of the mouth, while the
bill is closed ; because in that sitnation the cavity of the pa-
late, which usually corresponds to the tongue, is then filled
by a protuberant ridge of the lower jaw, which here fits this
cavity. He adds, that the bottom of the palate, and the sides
of the chaps, are roughened with little points,
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also on acorns, wiM berries, the kernels of pine-
tops, which they pluck dexterously, #nd even
insccts. And lastly, like the jays, the magpics,
and the jackdaws, they conceal what they can-
not consume.

Besides the brilliancy of the plumage, the
Nutcracker is remarkable for the triangular
white spots which are spread over its whole
body, except the head. These spots are smaller
on the upper part, and broader on the breast ;
their effect is the greater, as they are contrasted
with the brown ground. .

These birds are most attached, as I have ob-
scrved above, to mountainous situations. They
arc common in Auvergne, Savoy, Lorraine,
Franche Compté, Switzerland, the Bergamasque,
in Austria in the mountains which age covered
with forests of pines. They also occur in
Sweden, though only in the southern parts of
that country*. The people in Germany call
them Turkey birds, Italian birds, African birds;
which language means no more than that they
are foreign .

Though thc Nutcrackers are not birds of
passage, they fly sometimes from the mountains
to the plains. Frisch says, that flocks of them
are often observed to accompany other birds
into different parts of Germany, especially
where there are pine forests.  Butin 1754, great

* « It inhabits Smoland, and rarely occurs elsewhere.”—

Fauna Suecica, Gerini remarks that it is never seen in Tuscany.
4+ Frisch. !
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flights of them entered France) particularly Bur-
gundy, where there are few pines; they were
so fatigued on their arrival, that they suffered
themselves to be caught by the hand*. One
was killed in the month of October that same
year at Mostyn in Flintshire, which was sup-
posed to have come from Germany}. We may
remark that that year was exceedingly arid and
hot, which must have dried up most of the
springs, and have much affected those fruits
on which the Nutcrackers usually feed. Be-
sides, as on their arrival they seemed to be fa-
mished, and were caught by all sorts of baits,
it is probable that they were constrained to
abandon their retreats for want of subsistence.

One of the reasons, it is said, why the Nut-
crackers do not settle and breed in the inviting
climates, is the perpetual war waged against

* A skilful ornithologist of the town of Sarbourg (Dr.
Lottinger, who is well acquainted with the birds of Lorraine,
and to whom I am indebted for many facts relating to their in-
stincts, their habits, and their migrations) informs me, that
in the same year (1754) flights so numerous of Nutcrackers
passed into Lorraine, that the woods and the fields were filled
with them. 'Their stay lasted the whoie month of October,
and hunger had so much enfeebled them, that they were
knocked down with sticks. 'The same observer adds, that
these birds appeared again in 1763, but in smaller numbers ;
that their passage is always in autums, and that six or nine
years commonly intervene between their visits. This must be
restricted to Lorraine ; for in France, especially in Burgundy,
the Nutcrackers appear much scldomer.

+ Awmazing flocks of them arrived in Holland, in the year
1793. w.



THE NUTCRACKER. 125

them by the propnietors of the woods, for the
injuries which they commit on the larde trees,
by piercing the trunks, like the woodpeckers*.

Part of them is soon destroyed, and the rest
is forced to seek an asylum in the desert unpro-
tected forests.

Nor is this the only circumstance in which
they resemble the woodpeckers; they nestle,
like them, in the holes of trees, which, perhaps,
they themselves have formed; for the middle
quills of the tail are also worn near the end 1,
which shews that they, as well as the wood-
peckers, clamber upon trees. In short, Nature
seems to have placed the Nutcrackers between
the woodpeckers and the jays; and it is singu-
lar, that Willughby has given them this precise
arrangement in his Ornithology, though his
description suggests no relation between these
species. .

The iris is of a hazel colour; the blll the
feet, and thc nails black; the nostrils round,
shaded with whitish feathers, straight, stiff, and
projecting 3 the feathers of the wing and tail
are blackish, withqut spots, but only terminated
for the most part Ywith white; though there are
some varieties in the different individuals, and
in the different descriptions, which seems to
confirm the opinion of Klein with regard to the
two races or varieties, which he admits into the
species of the Nutcrackers.

* Salerne 1+ Liun=zus,
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We cannot find, in writers of natural history,
any det.ils with regard to their laying, their
incubation, the training of their young, the
duration of their life, &c. for they haunt inac-
cessible spots, where they enjoy undisturbed
safety and felicity*.

* This bird lays five or six eggs, of a yellowish colour,
with blackish spots; it builds its nest in a hollow tree. It
may be brought up if taken young, but refuses all food, and
dies, if confined after it has been used to its liberty. It in-
habits Europe and the north of Asia, but seldom appears in
Britain, Ww.
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THE ROLLERS*.

Ir we regard the European Roller as the type
of the genus, and rest its distinctive character,
not upon pne or two superficial qualities, but
upon the general combination of its properties,
we shall beobliged to make considerable changes
in the enumeration given by Brisson.

On this principle, which appears to be well-
founded, I reduce, 1. The EuropcanRoller and
the Shaga-Rag of Barbary, mentioned by Dr.
Shaw, to the same species. 2. I range together
the Abyssinian and the Senegal Roller, with
which Brisson seems not to have becn acquaint-
ed. 3. I class together the Roller of Minda-
nao ; that of Angola, which Brisson makes his
twelfth and thirteenth Rollers; and that of
Goa, which Brisson does not mention. 4. I
exclude from the genus of Rollers the fifth spe-
cies of Brissonr, or the Chinese Roller, because
it is a different bird, and is much more like the
Cayenne Grivert, with which I shall class it: I

* CORACIAS.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum cultratum, apice incurvatum, basi peunis denu-
datum.

Lingua cartilaginea, bifida.

Pedes ambulatorii.
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blue Canada Jay. These circumstances, bat
partiqularly the length of its wings, have induc-
ed me to assign it a place between the Jays and
the Rollers.

of which the first is very short, and the fifth longer than the
rest, as in the Jay; whereas the wing of the Roller includes
twenty-three quills, of which the second is the longest,
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THE GRIVERT, OR CAYENNE
ROLLE *,

THIs bird ought not to be separated from the
preceding, wlich it is entirely Like, except be-
cause it is smaller, wud the colours of its plu-
mage different. With regara o the instincts
and habits of these birds. we can draw no com-
parison, though the reseniblaice in their exte-
rior propertics scems to denote a radical con-
nection.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Coracias CavaNA. C. fusco -viridis, superciliis albis,
lateribus gule vitta nigra, collo subtus pectoreque cineras-
centibus, cauda cuneiformi.—Lath. Ind. Ora, i. p. 172.
No. 16.

ConrAciAs CAYANENSIS—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 381,

LE GRIVERT, 0u LE RoLLE de CAYENNE.—Buff. Pl. Enl.
616.—Buff. par Sunn. xliv. p. 285. pl. 81. f. 2.

CAYENNE RoLLER.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 415. 15.

HABITAT

in Cayaua.—9 pollices longa. Ww.
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THE GARRULOUS ROLLER *+.

Tre names of Strasburg Jay, Sea Magpie,
Birch Magpie, and German Parrot,. which this

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CoraciAs GARRULA. C. ceerulea, dorso rubro, remigibus
nigris.— Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 168. No. 1. *

CoRrACIAS GARRULA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 378.

GALGULUS.—Bris, ii. p. 64. 1. t. 5. f. 2.

CorNIX CERULEA GESNERL.—Raii Syn. p. 42.—/Will. p.
85.

PicA MARINA.—Raii Syn. p. 41—Will. p. 89.

GARRULUS ARGENTORATENSIS.—Raii Syn. p. 41. 3.—
Will. p. 89. t. 20.

LE RoLLIER.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 486.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p.
287. pl. 81. fig. 1.

GAzzA MARINA.—Zinnan. Uov. p. 68. t. 10. f. 59

ROLLER.— Br. Zool. App. t. 2.—Edw. t. 109.—Will. (Angl.)
131. t. 20.—Arct. Zool. ii. p. 235. G.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 406.
1.—Id. Sup. p. 85.—Bew. Birds, i. p. 8. ¢

HABITAT.

in Europa, rarissime in Anglia, w.

+ Gesner was told that the German name Roller was ex-
pressive of its cry; Schwenckfeld says the same of Rache.
One of them must be mistaken, and I am inclined to think
that it is Gesner; for the name Racke, adopted by Schwenck-
feld, is more analogous with these given to this bird in differ-
ent countries, and which arc probably derived from its cry.
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bird has received ih different countiies, have
been applied at random from popular and super-
ficial analogies. We need only view the bird,
oreven a good coloured figure of it, to be con-
vinced that it is not a parrot, though there is a
mixture of green and blue in its plumage; and
a closer examination will inform us that it is
neicher a magpie nor a jay, though it chatters
incessantly like these birds *.  Its appearance
and port aie different ; its bill is not so thick;
its legs much shoiter in piopoition, shoiter cven
than the mid-toe ; its wings longer, and its tail
entircly of a different shape, the two outer quills
projecting more than half an inch (at least in
some individuals) beyond the six intermediate
ones, which are all equal in length. It has also
a kind of wart behind the eye, and the eye itself
is surrounded with a ring of ycllow naked
skin 7.

The appellation of Strasburg Jay is still more
dbsurd ; for M. Ileimann, piofessor of medicine
and natural history in that city, writes me,
“ The Rollers are so rarc here, that scarcely
tl cq or four stxa glers are scen in the course

éwenty ycas,” One of these had been

In‘Brergay, "Gylgoe-Regel, ILyli-Regel, Gals-Kregel, Racker :
in lhh*xraclrap @ Swedish, Spansk-Kiaska. It has also
the, .f. gfing. Bieis i Gmy' %‘fﬁgm Kugel-
y . '7:\". ) (‘- -8
lleaubm Ball Mngple, Allnond Crow, German Popin-
Jay, Birch Jay).

* Aldrovaudus, f Bdwards,’




134 THE GARRULOUS ROLLER.

sent to Gesner, who, not belng acquainted with
the fact, denominated it the Strasburg Jay.
Besides, it is a bird of passage, and performs
its migrations regularly once a-year, in the
months of May and September* ; yet it is not
so common as the magpic or the juy. It is
found in Sweden | and in Africat; but we
must not suppose it settled in the ititermed.ate
regions. It 1s unknown in many parts of Ger-
mauy §, France, and Switzerland ||, &c. We
may therefore conclude that, in its passage, it
moves «ily in a narrow zone, trom Smoland
and Scaun to Africa. There are even points
enough given to mark nearly its tract through
Saxony. [I'ranconia, Suabia, Bavaria, Tirol,
Italy €. Sweily **, and lastly, the island of Mal-
ta i+, which is a sort of general rendezvous for
all the birds that cross the Mediterrancan.  The
one described by Edwards was killed on the
rock of Gibraltar, whence it could wing its

* Extract of 4 Letter from the Commander Godeheu of
Riville, on the Migration of Birds, tom, iii.—23M(moes pre-
sentés a v’ Acaiemie Royale des Sciencr.:, p. 82.

+ Fauna S:ecica, No. 73.

1 Shaw’s Travels, § Frisch.

I It was caught with us in the middle of August, 1561,
and not known.”—G csner de Avibus.

€ < I remember to have seen it once at Bologna.”—Id.

s+ « We saw them for sale on the stalls at Messina in Si-
cily."—WILLUGHBY.

++ ¢ We saw them exposed for sale in the market of Mal-
ta.,"—Id. Also Commander Godchea’s letter,
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lofty * course to thé African shore. It is also
scen sometimes in the vicinity of Strasburg, as
we have alrcady noticed, and even in Lorraine,
and in the heart of Francef; but these are pro-
bably young ones, which stray from the main
body.

The Roller is more wild than the jay or the
magpic: it settles in the thickest aud the most
solitary woods; mnor, as far as I kuow, has it
ever been tamed or taught to speak . kts plu-
mage is beautiful; it has an assemblage of the
finest shudes of blue and green, mixed with
white, and heightened by the contrast of dusky
colours §. Buta good figure is supcrior to any
description. The young do not assume the de-
licate azure till the second year; whereas the
Jjays arc decorated with their most beautiful
feathers before they leave the nest.

The Rollers build, when it is in their power,
on birches, and it is only when they cannot find

* Giesner.

+ BRissoN..—M. Lottinger informs me, that in Lorraine
these birds puass more seldom than ?hc Nutcrackers, and in
smaller numbers. Ile a.(l(ls, that they are never seen but in
autumn, no more than the Nutcrackers; uand that in 1771
one was wounded in the neighbourhood of Sarrebourg,
which, notwithstanding, lived thirtcen or fourteen days with-
out sustenance.

1t Schwenckfeld.

§ Linn:cus is the only one who says that its back is hlood-
coloured.— Fuuna Succica, No. 73,  Was the subject that He
described ditferent from all those deseribed by other natun-
ralists ?
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these that they lodge in otner trees*.  But in
countries where food is scarce, as in the island
of Malta and in Africa, they form their nest, it
is said, on the ground . If this be a fact, it
would follow, that the instincts of animals can
be modified by situation, climate, &c.

Klein says, that, contrary to what happens in
other birds, the young Rollers void their excre-
ments in the nest }; and this circumstance has
perhaps given rise to the notion that this bird
besmears its nest with human ordure, as has
been alleged of the hoopoe §; but this is incon-
sistent with its lonely svlvan haunt.

These birds arc often seen in company with
the woodpeckers and orows, in the tilled
grounds which are in tho vicinity of their fo-
rests. They pick up the small sceds, roots, and
worms, which the plough throws to the surfice,

* Frisch.

+ ¢ A sportsman,” savs M. Godeheu, in a letter which I
have already quoted, * ussured me, that in the month ot
June he saw one of these birds issuing from a bank of earth,
where was a hole as large as the hand; and that having dug
the spot in the direction of’ the hole, which went horizontally,
he found, at the depth of a foot or thereabouts, a nest made
of straw and thorns, iy which were two egus.””  This account
of the sportsman, which would be doubtful if it were single,
seems confirmed by that of Dr. Shaw, who, speaking of the
bird hnown in Africa under the name of Shaga-Rag, says,
that it makes its nest pn the brinks of 1ivers.  Notwithstand-
ing, I am much afraid that there is some mistake, and that
the King-fisher was taken for the Roller, on account of the
gesemblance of its colours.

1 Ordo Avium, p. 62. § Schwenckfeld.
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and even the grain’that is lately sown. When
this supply fails them, they have recourse to
wild Dberries, caterpillars, grasshoppers, and
even frogs*. Schwenckfeld adds, that they
sometimes devour carrion; but this must be
during winter, and only in cascs of absolute
want T ; for they are in general regarded as not
carnivorous, and Schwenckfeld himself remarks
that they arc very fat in autumn, and then are
good eatiug |, which can hardly be said of birds
that feed on garbage.

The Roller has long narrow nostrils placed
obliquely on the bill ncar its base, and open;
the tongue is black, not forked, but ragged at
the tip, and termiaated towards the root by two
forked appendices, one on each side; the pa-
lateis zrcen, the gullet yellow, the ventricle of
a saffron colour, the intestines about a foot
love;, and the ceca twenty-seven lines. The
wings extend twenty-two inches, cach consist-
ing of twenty quills, or, according to others, of
twenty-three, the sccond of which is the longest
of all. Lastly, it is observed that wherever
these quills are black on the outside, they are
bluc bencath.

Aldrovandus, who scems to have been well
acquainted with these birds, and who lived in a
country which they inhabit, asserts that the fe-

* Klein, Willughby, Schwenchfeld, Linnwus.

+If they rahe among garbage in summer, it must be for
jusects,

3 Frisch compares their flesh to that of the ring-dove.



138 THE GARRULOUS ROLLER.

male differs much from the male, its bill being
thicker, and its head, neck, breast, and belly, of
a chesnut colour, bordering on ash-grey, while
the corresponding parts in thé'male are of the
colour of the beryl, with different reflections of
a duller green. I suspect that the two long
outside quills of the tail, and the warts behind
the eyes, which appear only in some individu-
als, are the attributes of the male, as the spur in
the gallinaceous tribe, the long tail in the pea~
cocks, &c.*t

¥ Willughby, Schwenckfeld, Brisson.

% The Roller is a very rare bird in Great Britain.
Ww.
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VARIETIES OF THE ROLLER.

Dg. Snaawv mentions, in his Travels, a bird of
Barbary, called by the Arabs Shaga-Rag, which
is of the bulk and shape of the jay, but witha
smaller bill and shorter fect.

The upper part of the body of this bird is
brown; the head, neck, and belly, of a light
green, and on the wings, as well as on the tail,
are spots of a deep blue. Dr. Shaw adds, that
it makes its nest on the banks of rivers, and
that its cry is shrill. )

This short description agrees so well with our
Roller, that we cannot doubt but the Shaga-
Rag belongs to the same species; and the re-
semblance which the name bears to most of the
German appcellations of the Roller, derived from
its voice, adds to the probability *.

* Mr. Latham conjegfures that the Skaga-Rag is the same

with the variety of the Abyssinian Roller, afterwards de-
scribed.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE ROLLER.

THE ABYSSINTAN ROLLER*.

Tuis bird is, in its plumage, much like the
European Roller; only its colours are more
lively and brilliant, which must be ascribed to
the influence of a drier and hotter climate. On
the other hand, it resembles the Augola Roller,
by the length of the two side feathers of its tail,
whieh project five inches beyond the rest.  In

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CoraciAs AByssiNicA. C. rufo-fusca, capite collo cor-
pore subtus tectricibusque alarum viridibms, lwmeris re-
migibus primoribus uropvgioque '(’yaucis, rectricibus ex-
timis lougissimis.—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 169, Na. 5.

CorAcras ABYSSINICA—Cmcl. Syst. i. p. 379.

LE RoLLIER d'ABYSSINIE.—DBuff. Pl. Enl. 626.-——Buf. per
Sonn. xliv. p. 209. pl. 82. fig, 1.

ABYSSINIAN RoLLER.—Lath. Sya. i. p. 408, 2,

MABITAT

in Abyssinia,—186 polliccs longa, W,
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short, this bird seenis to occupy a place between
the European and Angola Rollers. The point
of its upper mandible is very hooked. It is en-
tirely a new species.

VARIETY OTI' THE ABYSSINIAN
ROLLER.

We may consider the Senegal Roller as a va-
riety of that of Abyssinia. The chief difference
between them is, that in the Abyssinian bird
the orange colour of the back does not extend,
as in that of Senegal, so far as thé neck and the
hind part of the head: adifference which would
not be sufficient to constitute two distinct spe-
cies; especially as they belong to nearly the
same climate, as the two lateral quills are dou-
ble the length of the intermediate ones, as in
both the wings are shorter than those of the
European Roller, and lastly, as they are alike
in the shades, the lustre, and the distribution of
their colours*,-

* This is the Coracias Senegalensis of Gmelin, the Swallon-

tailed Indian Roller of Fdwards, and the Senegal Roller of
Latham.—V. i. p. 408.
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II.

"THE ANGOLA ROLLER*¥*, OR THE
MINDANAO ROLLER+-

These two Rollers resemble each other, so
exactly, that it is impossible to separate them.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CorAciAs CAupATA. C. subfulva, subtus «ccerulescens,
collo violaceo pallido striato, rectricibus extimis longissi-
mis.—Lath. Ind, Orn. i. p. 169. No. 3.

CoRrAc1AS CAUDATA.—Gmdl. Syst. i. p. 380.

GALGULUS ANGOLENSIS,—DBris.ii. p. 72.3. t. 7. f. 1.

LE RoLLIER A’'ANGNOLA.—Buf. Pl. Bml. 88.——Buff. par
Sonn. xliv. p. 803.

LoNG-TAILED ROLLER,—Lath. Sya. i. p. 409. 4.

HABITAT
in Angola.—15} pollices longa. Ww.

4+ CorAciAs BEXGALENsIS. C. subfulva, subtus ceerules-
cens, collo subtus violaceo, pallido striatd, cauda integra.
—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 168. No. 2.

CorAc1As BENGALENSIS.—Gmels Syst. i. p. 380.

GALGULUS MINDANACGENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 69. 2. t. 6. f. 1.

LE RoLLIER de MinDANAO.—Buff. Pl Enl. 285.—Bufl.
par Sonn. xliv. p. 303.

JAY from BENGAL.—4lb. i. t. 17.

BENGAL ROLLER.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 410.5.

HABITAT

in Bengala, et in insula Mindanao,~12} pollices longa, W.
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That of Angola is*distinguished from the other
only by the length of the exterior quills of its
tail, which is double that of the intermediate
ones, and by slight variations of colour. . But
differences so minute may be the effect of age,
of sex, or even of moulting ; and the inspection
of our figures, nay, the descriptions of Brisson,
who makes two species of them,. will confirm
our conjectuye of the identity of the two spe-
cies. They are both nearly of the bulk of the
Luropean Roller, have the same general shape,
its bill somewhat hooked, its naked nestrils, its
short legs, its long toes, its long wings, and
even the cslours of its plumage;, though differ-
ently distributed : they are always blue, green,
and browan, which are sometimes distinct, some-
times mixed, meclted together, forming many
intermediate shades, and having various reflec-
tions. The blueish green, or sea-green, is, how-
ever, spread on the crown of the head; the
brown, more or less intense, and more or less
greenish, . covers all the fore-part of the body,
with some tints of violet on the throat ; and the
blue, the green, and all the shades which arise
from their mixtwre, appear on the rump, the
tail, the wings, and the belly ; only the Minda-
nao Roller has under its brgast a kind of orange
tincture, which is not found in that of Angola.

To this opinion it will be objected, perhaps,
that the kingdom of Angola is at a great di-
stance from Bengal, and still farther from the
Philippines. But is it impossible, or is it not
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natural, that these birds !should be spread
through the different parts of the same conti-
nent, or the neighbouring islands, which are
connected with it perhaps by the continuation
of the same chain, especially in climates so
nearly alike*? Besides, we cannot always ex-
pecte the most scrupulous exactness in those
who import the productions of foreign coun-
tries; and the intercourse of European vessels
with the various regions of the globe is so ex-
tensive and multiplied, that a bird found in the
East Indies, might have been carried to Guinea,
and afterwards imported as a native of Africa.
Admitting this, if we ascribe the slight differ-
ences between the Roller of Mindanao and that
of Angola to the effect of age, we must reckon
the latter the older; or if we impute them to
the distinction of sex, we must consider it as
the male: for we know that in the Rollers, the
fine colours of the feathers do not appear till
the second year; and it is a general principle,
that in- all birds, the male, when it differs from
the female, is distinguished by un exuberance
of growth, or a superior richness of plumage.

* This opinion has been’confirmed : Levaillant has killed a
Mindanao Roller in Africa, W.



RELATED TO THE ROLLER. 145

VARIETIES OF THE ANGOLA AND
- MINDANAO ROLLERS

The Royal Cabinet has lately received from
Goa a new Roller, which is very like that of
Mindanao. Tt differs only by its size, and by
a sort of collar, like wine-lees in colour, which
grasps only the hind part of the neck, a little
under the head. Ithas not, any more than the
Angola Roller, the orange tincture of the Min-
danao Roller; but if in this respect it differs
from the latter, it is so much the more allied to
the former, which is certainly of the same
species.

III.
THE ROLLER OF THE INDIES *,

This Roller, which is the fourth of Brisson,
, differs less from the,preceding in tfe nature of

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Copgacr s OrieNTALIS. C, vmdls,,]ugulo ceeruleo striato,
rectricibus apice nigris.—Latk. Ind. Ora. i. p. 170. No. 6.

CorAc1AS ORIENTALIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 379.

GALGULUS INDICUS.—Bris. ii..p. 75. 4. t. 7. f. 2.

LE ROLLIER des INpES.—Byff, Pl Enl. 619.—Buf. par
Sonn. xliv. p. 309.

ORiENTAL ROLLER.—Lath. Syn, i, p. 411. 6.

VOL. III. L
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its colours, which are éilways blue, green,
brown, &c. than in the order of their distribu-

tign ; i gaaeral its plumage is more dusky
btk  Bro at the base, more hooked,
Eﬁfm lastly, of all the Rollers
it haeethelongest wings. '

" M. Sonnerat has lately sent to the Royal Ca-
biset'a bird, which is almost in every respect
like the Indian Roller; only its bilk is still
Jroader, and for this reason, it has received the
epithet of large-toad-mouthed : but that appella-

tion would better suit the Goat-sucker.

HABITAT
in India orientali,—10} pollices longa. w.

s — ——

IV.
THE MADAGASCAR ROLLER*.
This spedies differs fromial the preceding in
severa! properties : its bill is thicker at the base,
s eyes arg larger, its wings and tail longer,

* cHARACTERRSPECIFICUS.
s

AGASCARIENSIS. C. purpureo - fusca,

A
m ’ sque corilév-viridibus, remigi-
oribus nigris extus cceruleis, reetricibus ad apicem
seeruleo-nigricantibus.—ZLatk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 270. No. 10.
Coracias MADAGASCARIRNSIS.—Cmel. Syst. i. p. 37D.
Le n:&z.'xx';’t de MADAGASCAR. — Buff. par Sonn. zliv.
p. ¢ : 1;1.(“.1'.‘2:' /n
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though the exterior pupils of the latter do not
project beyond the rest: lastly, the plumage is
of an uniform purple brown, excepting only
that the bill is yellow, the largest quills of the
wings black, the lower belly of a light blue,
the tail of the same colour, edged at its extre-
mity with a bar of three shades, viz. purple;
light blue,” and dark purple approaching to
black. It has all the other characters which
belong to the Rollers ; short fect, the edges of
the upper mandible scalloped near the point, the
small featners which reflect from its base, and
the naked nostrils, &c.

LE RoLLE de MADAGASCAR.—P!. Enl. 501.
MADAGASCAR ROLLER.—Lath. Sya.i. p. 413. 11.

HABITAT
in Madagascgria.—10 pollices longa. W.

V.
THE MEXICAN ROLLER*.

This is the Mexican Blackbird of Seba,
which Brisson makes his eighth Roller. It

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CorAcias MEXICANA C. gnseo-rufescens, subtus alisque
palhde griseis flamineo colore variegatis.—Latk. Ind. Orn
i. p.-171. No; 11.-
Cougua MEXICANA, —Gmel. Syt i. p 381,
L 2
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would require the inspection of it to fix its true
species; for this would be difficult, from the
.short notice given by Seba, who is here the ori-
" ginal author. I place it among the Rollers,
because I know of no reason to exclude it; I
therefore follow the opinion of Brisson, till
more perfect information confirm eor destroy
the temporary arrangement. The' colours*are
different from those which are common in the
Rollers. The upper part of the body is of a
dull grey, mixed with a rufous tint, and the
under of a light grey, with some maiks of fire-
colour.

GALGULUS MEXICANUS.—Bris. ii. p. 83. 8.

MERULA MEXICANA.—Seba, i. p. 101. t. 684. f. 5.

Le RoLLIER du MEXIQUE.—Buff. par Sona, xliv. p. 333.
MEexi1cAN RoLLER.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 413. 12.

HABITAT

in Mexico. Ww.

VI

THE PARADISE ROLLER*.

I place this bird between the Rollers and the
Birds of Paradise, as forming the shade which
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PARADISEA AUREA. P. flavo-fulva, capistro gula remigibus
rectricibusque nigris,Lath, Ind, Orn,i. p; 197. Ne. 11,
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connects these two kinds, because it seeths tb
have the shape of the former, and to resemble
the latter by its smallness, and the situation of
the eyes under and Very near the junction of
the mandibles, and by a sort of natural velvet
which covers the throat and part of the head
Besides, the two long quills of the tail, which
sometimes occur in the Eii"f'opean* Roller, and
which are much ‘longer in that of Angola, is
another analogical character that connects thé
genus of the Roller with that of the Bird of Pa-
radise. . ' ' S

The upper part of the body of this bird is of
a vivid and brilliant orange, the under of a fine
yellow; it has no black but under the throat,
on part of the shoulders, and on the quills of
the tail. The feathers which cover the hind
part of the neck are long, narrow, flexible, and
recline on cach side over the lateral parts of the
neck and breast. .

The feet and legs had been torn from the
subject descyibed and designed by Edwards, as
if it had been a real Bird of Paradise; and this
circumstance probably led that naturalist to re-

ORIOLUS AUREUS.—Grmel. Syst. i. p. 483.

Icrerus INDICUS.—Bris. App. p. 37. 31.

LE ROLLIER de PARADIS,.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv. p. 335.

GoLDEN PArADISE Birp.—Edw. t. 112.—Lath. Syn. ii.
p. 483. 8.

. HABITAT
in India.—8 pollices longa. w.
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fer it to that genus, though it has none of the
principal characters. The quills of the wings
were wanting, though those of the tail were
complete; they were, as I have said, twelve in
number, and terminated with yellow. Edwards
suspects that the quills of the wing are also
black, whether because they are of the same
colour with those ¥ the tail, or that they were
wanting in the individual which he observed ;
for dealers in birds, in drying the specimens,
pluck all the feathers which are of a bad colour,
to increase the beauty of the plumage.
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any real and remarkable properties. The name
of the Bird of Paradise commonly suggests the
idea of a bird which has no feet; which flies
constantly, even in its sleep, or at most sus-
pends itself but for a few moments fromthe
branches of trees, by means of the long fila-
ments of its tail*; which copulates in its flight,
like certain insects, and lays and hatches in a
way ungxampled in nature}; which lives only
on vapours and dews, and which has the cavity
of its abdomen entirely filled with fat, in-tcad
of stomach and intestines §, (which would be
quite superfluous, since it eats nothing, and
therefore needs not to digest or to void:) in
short, which has no existence but motion, na
element but air, where it is supported as long as -

HABITAT
in Moluccls, et reliquis Nove Guines vicinis ; gregaria. W,

+ In Latin, Avis Indica, Avis Dei, Parvis Pavo, Pavo In-
dicus, Manucodiata, which the Italians have adopted, Manuco-
diata Rer, Muanucodiata Longa, Hippomgnucodiate, Hirunda
Ternatensis : in German, Luft Vogel (Sky-ﬁird), Paradiss
Vogel: in Portuguese, Passaros de Sul (Sparrow of the Sun),

* Acosta,

1 To give an air of probability to the relation, the male, it
is alleged, has on its back a cavity, where the female deposits
her eggs, aud hatches them by means of a corresponding ca-
vity in her abdumen ; and, that the sitter might maintain her
postare, they entwine themselves with their long filaments.
Others have said, that they nestle in the terrestrial paradise,
and hence their name.—See Museum Wormianym, P 204.

* § Aldrovandus, '
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it retains breath, as fish are buoyed up in water,
and which never touches the. ground till after
death: *.

This monstrous heap of absurdities is only a
chain of consequences justly drawn from a ra-
dizal error, that the Bird of Paradise has no
legs, though it is furnished. with even pretty
large ones't.

The fact § is, that the Indian merchants, who
trade with the feathers of this bird, or the fowl-
ers who sell them, are accustomed, whether for
the sake of preserving and transporting the
specimens with more ease, or'perhaps of coun-
tenancing an error which is favourable to their
interest, to dry the bird with its feathers, after

* The people of India say, that they are always found with
their bills pitched into the ground.—Navigations aux Terres
Australes, tom. ii. p. 232. In fact, their bill must necessarily
fall foremost.

+ Barrere, who seems on this head to speak only from con-
Jjecture, asserts, that the Birds of Paradise have legs so short,
and so thickly clothed with feathers to the toes, that one
should suppose them to have none at all. It is thus that,
trying to explain one mistake, he falls into another.

. 1 The inhabitants of the Arou islands believe that these
birds are hatched with®legs, but apt to lose them, either from
diseasc or old age. If this were true, it would at once ex-
plain and excuse the error. (See the observations of J. Otto
Helbigius, Collect. Acad. partie Etrang. tom. iii. p. 448.) If
what Olaus Wormius (Museum, p, 295) asserts were a fact,
that each of the toes of this bird has three articulations, this
singularity would be still greater ; for in almost all birds, the
number of joints is different in each toe, the hind one having
two, including that of the nail, and of the fore-toes, the innér
-Jhaving three, the mid-one four, and the outer'five. "’
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having previously separated the thighs and ex-
tracted the entrails. This practice has been so
long continued, as to have strengthened the
prejudice to such a degree, that those who first
asserted the truth were, as usual, regarded as
unworthy of credit®.

The fable, that the Bird of Paradise conti-
nually flies, derived an appearance of probabi-
lity from the consideration of the quantity of
feathers with which itis furnished ; for, besides
those common to other birds, it has many long -
feathers, which rise on each side between the
wing and the thigh, and which, extending
much beyond.the true tail, and mingling with
it, form a sort of false tail, which many ob-
servers have mistaken. These sybalar feathers
are what the naturalists term decomposed ; they
are very light themselves, and form a bunch al-
most devoid of weight, and aérial; they will
therefore increase the apparent bulk of the
bird 1, diminish its spccific gravity, and thus
assist ip supporting it in the air. But if the
wind be contrary, the abundance of plumage
will rather ebstruct its motion; accordingly it
is observed, that the bird of Paradise avoids the
blustering gales}, and commonly settles in
eountries the least subject to them.

® « Antonius Pigafetta falsely ascribes to their legs a palm
of length, — Aldrovandus, tom. i. p. 807.

+ It is said to appear as large as a pigeon, though it ex-
ceeds not the bulk of a blackbird.

t The Arous copgist of five islands, and these bu-ds inhabit
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These feathers are of the number of forty or
fifty on each side, of unequal lengths; . the
greater part spread under the true tail, and

_others lie over it, without concealing it; for
their texture is delicately slender, and almost
transparent, which is very dlﬁicult to represent
in a figure.

‘These feathers are highly esteemed in India,-
and much sought after. It is not more than a
centyry since they were employed in Europe
for the same purposes as those of the Ostrich;
and, indeed, their lightness and brilliancy make
them elegant ornaments. . But the priests of
Asia ascribe to them miraculous virtues, ‘which
give them a new value in the eyes of the vul
gar, and have procured the bird the appellatxon
of the Bird of God.

Next to this, the most remarkable property
of the Bird of Paradise is those two long fila-
ments which take their rise above the true tail,
and- extend more than a foot beyond the false
tail, formed by the subalar feathers. These,
indeed, are real filaments only at their middle;
for at their origin and théir termination, they
are furnished with webs of the ordinary breadth.
In the females the extremities are narrower,
which, according to Brisson, is the only dis-
tinction between it and the male*.

oply the middle ones; they never appear in the athers, ‘be:
cause, being naturally weak, they cannot wnthstand lug!l
winds.—HELBIGIUS.

* The inhabitants of the country say, that the females are
swal'er than the males., according to J, Otto Helbigius.
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. The head and throat are covered with a sort
of velvet, formed by small erect feathers, which
are short, stiff, and close ; those of the breast
and back are longer, but always silky and soft
to the feel. They are all of different colours,
which vary according to the position and the
light in which they are viewed.

The head is very small in proportion to the
body; the eyes still smaller, and placed very
near the opening of the bill. Clusius reckons
only ten quills in the tail; but this assertion
was certainly not founded on the examination
of a living subject, and. it is doubtful whether
the plumage of a bird .brought from so great a
distance be entire, especially as it is subject to
an annual moulting, which lasts several months.
During that time, which happens in the rainy
season, it lives concealed; but, in the begin-
ning of August, after hatching, its feathers are
restored, and in the months of September and
October, in which calm weather prevails, it
flies in flocks, like the stares in Europe*.

This beautiful bird is not much diffused: it
is almost entirely confined to that part of Asia
which produces the spicerics, and especially the
islands of Arou. Itis known also in the part of
New Guinea opposite to these iglands; but the
name which it there receives, Burung-Arou,
seems to indicate its natal soil.

Since warm regions of spice§ alone are proper.
for the Bird of Paradise, it probably subsists.on

»- * Helbigius,
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some aromatic productions*; at least it does
not live solely on dew. J. Otto Helbigius,
who travelled into India, tells us, that it feeds
on red berries, which grow on a very tall tree.
Linnaus says, that it subsists oh large butter:
flies 1; and Bontius, that it sometimes preys on
small birds. Its ordinary haunt is the woods,
where it perches on the trees, and the Indians
watch it in slender huts, which they attach to
the branches, and shoot it with their arrows of
reeds}. It flies like the swallow, whence it
has been called the Ternate Swallow§; though
others say, that its shape, indeed, resembles the
swallow, but that it flies hxgher, and always
soars in the aérial regions|.

Though Marcgrave ranges it among the
birds of Brazil, there is no reason to suppose
that it exists in America; at least no European
vessels have ever imported it from thence.
Besides, that naturalist does not, as usual, men-

~* Tavernier remarks, that the Paradise Bird is very fond
of nutmegs, and that it resorts to eat them in the season;
that it passes in flocks, like those which we observe of the
thrushes in the time of vintage, and that they are intoxicated
by the nutmegs, and drop down.—Voyage des Indes, tom. iii.
p- 369.

1 Systema Nature, edit. x. p. 110.

1 Some open the belly with a knife, as soon as they drop,
and having detached the entrails with a part of the fleshy; they
introduce into the cavity a red-hot iron; after which they
dry the bird in the opimney, and sell it for a low price to
the merchants.—HELB1GIUS.

§ Bontius.

1l Navig. aux Terres Austr, tom. ii. p. 252.
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tion the name which it receives in the language
of the Brazilians, and a bird, clothed in such
delicate swelling plumage, could not traverse
the wide expanse of ocean which divides the
.equatorial parts of the two continents *,

The ancients seem to have been totally un-
acquainted with the Bird of Paradise: no men-
tion is ever made of its rich decorations. Belun
pretends that it was the pheenix of antiquity ;
but his opinion is founded on the fabulous qua-
lities of both . The pheenix, too, dppeared in
Arabia and Egypt, while the Bird of' Paradise
has remained always attached to the Oricntal
parts of Asia, whicli were very little known to
the ancients.

Clusius mentions, on the authority of some
mariners, wh.o themselves learncd the fact from

# Valentyn asserts, that the Bird of Paradise does not exist
in the New World. Its longest voyages are from the islands
of Arou to New Guinea, and back again. They make the
returning voyage during the west or dry monsoon; and the
first or outward voyage when the east or rainy monsoon com-
mences. They always arrive in flocks of thirty or forty, and
“are conducted by a bird of their species, which the islanders
name the king, and which is of a bleck eolour, spotted with
red. This leader always flies above the flock, and is never
-abandoned by them, as they constantly rest when he sets
them the gxample. “This sort of submission is fatal to.them
When,_ the king alights on the ground ; for they cannot xise

-.pgain on account of the particular disposition of their fea-
thers. . ’ .
It has“a golden brilliancy about its neck ; its other
. parts are purple,” says Pliny, speaking of the pheenix ;, then

he adds, “ no person ever saw it feed.”—Lib. x, 2.
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‘report, that there are two kinds- of this bird;
the one large and beautiful, whicli inhabits the
islands of Arou; the other inferior to it in size
and elegance, which is settled in the country of
the Papous, next Gilolo*. Helbigius, who
heard the same in the islands of Arou, adds,
that the Birds of Paradise, of New Guinea, or of
the Papous, differ from those of Arou, not only
in point of size, but also in the colours of the
plumage, which is white and yellowish. I
should regard these authorities as suspicious,
and insufficient to found any general conclu-
sion. The dried specimens indeed, which are
brought to Europe, present great diversity of
appearance; in size, in the number and posi-
tion of the fegthers, in the colours of the
plumage, &c. But, in such mutilated and im-
perfect preparations, it is impossible to decide
what must be ascribed to the effect of age, of
sex, of season, of climate, and of other acci-
dental causes. Besides, the Birds of Paradise
being very expensive articles of commerce,
many other birds, with long tails and an ele-
gaut plumage, have been passed on the credulity
of the public, and the legs and thighs pulled off,
to conceal the fraud and enhance the price,
We have already had ah example in the Paradise
Roller, mentioned by Edwards, on which the
honours of mutilation had been couferred. *1

- * J. Otto Helbigius speaks of the species which is found us
New Guinea, as not having in its tail the two long filamente
which appear in that of the species of the Arou islands,
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have myself seen several parroquets, promerops,
and other birds, which had been thus treated,
and many instances are to be found in Aldro-
vandus and Seba: and it is very common to
disfigure the real Birds of Paradise, with a view
to add to their value. I shall therefote take no-
tice only of two principal species of these birds,
without venturing to vouch for the accuracy of
that division till new observations illustratc the
matter.
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THE MANUCODE®.

I apopr this name from the Indian appella-
tion Manucodiata, which signifies Bird of God.
It is usually called the King ¢f the Birds of
Paradise ; but this appellation is drawn from
fabulous accounts. Clusius was informed by
the mariners, from a tradition which prevailed
in the East, that each of the two species of the
Birds of Paradise had its leader, whose imperial

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PARADISEA REGIA. P. castaneo-purpurea subtus albida,
fascia pectorali viridi-aurea, rectricibus 2 intermediis fili-
formibus apice lunato-pennaceis.—ZLatk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 194.
No. 2. .

PARADISEA REGIA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 400,

MANUCODIATA MINOR.—Bris. ii. p. 136. 2. t. 13. 2.

REx Avium PARAPISEARUM.—Raii Syn. p. 22. 10.—JVill.

p- 61,
LE MANUCODE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 496.—Buff. par Sonn. xliv.

p. 364. pl. 83. fig. 2. °
Le -Ror bEs O1sEAux DE PArADIs.—Sonn. Voy. p. 156.

t. 95.
KING OF THE GREATER BIRDS OF PARADISE.—Will. (ed.
Angl.) p. 88.t. 71—Edw.t. 111.—Lath. Sya. ii. p. 475. 3.~

. HABITAT
in Aroo, reliquisque oceani indici insulis ; proecedente minors-
multo rarior ; solitazia,~~8-7, pollicey longs. w.
' VOL, IIL M :
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mandates were received with submissive obes
dience by a numecrous train of subjects: that
his majesty always flew above the flock, and
issued orders for inspecting and tasting the
springs, where they might drink with safety,
&c.* This ridiculous fable is what alone con-
soles Nieremberg for the loss of the multitude
of vulgar opinions which Clusius: has erased
from the histary of birds; and this, by" the
way, may serve to fix our idea of that compiler’s
judgment.

The King Bird of Paradise greatly- resembles
the rest. Like them, his head is small, his eyes
still smaller, placed near the corner of the open-
ing of the bill; his feet pretty long and firm;
the colours of his plumage glossy ; the two fila-
ments of his tail nearly similar, except that
they are shorter, and their extremity, which is
furnished with webs, forms a curl, by rolling
into itself, and is ornamented with spangles,
resembling in miniature those of the peacock t..
He also has beneath the wing, on each side, a
bunch of seven or eight feathers, which are
longer than-in most birds, but not so long as
those of the Bird of Paradide, and of a different
shape, for they are edged through their whole
extent with webs of adhering filaments. The
Manucode is smaller, the bill white and long

* This may allude to the method by which the people of
India sometimes take whole flocks of birds, by poisoning the
fountams to which they resort and drink.

# Collection Academique, tom, iii. Part. Etran, p. 449.
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in proportion ; the wings are also longer, the
tail shorter, and the nostrils are covered with
feathers. -

Clusius counted only thirteen quills in each
wing, and seven or eight in the tail; but he
did not consider that in a dried specimen these
might be incomplete. The same author remarks
as a singularity, that in some the two filaments
of the tail cross each other, though this might
often happen from accident, consxdermo thcu‘
ﬂexlblhty and thelr length¥,

. Sonnerat, who observed this species in its native coun-
try, has given a very accurate description of it.—See Afs
Voy. & la Nouv. Guinée, p. 156. pl. 95. The Manucode is a
solitary bird, not inhabiting the great trees like the Bird of
Paradise, but going from bush to bush in search of the red
berries, which compose its principal food. It inhabits the
Arou islands, but does not appear to hatch there, for the
natives assert that they never find its mest: they suppose
that it comes from New Guinea, and that it remains in Aroy
only during the western monsoon. They catch the Manuc_ode;
with snares made of a plant they call gumunatty, or with a
sort of birdlime, extracted from the bread-fruit tree. © W.

u2
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THE MAGNIFICENT BIRD OF
PARADISE * -

THE two tufts (bouguets) which I regard as
the distinctive character of this bird, appear
behind the neck, and at its origin. The first
consists of several narrow feathers of a yellow
colour, marked near the pointwith a small black
spot, and which, instead of lying flat as ordi-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PArADISEA MAGNIFICA. P, castaneo-fusca capistro ni-
gro, cervice cirrhata flava, collo subtus pectoreque viridi-
nigris medio nitentibus.— Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 195. No. 8.

PARADISEA MAGNIFICA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 401

LE MAGNIFIQUE de la NOUVELLE GUINE'E—Sonn. Voy.
p- 163. t. 98.—PL. Exl. 631.

Lk MANucobE 3 BouQuETs.—Buff. par Soan, xliv. p. 370.,
pl. 84.1. 1. ) '

MAGNIFICENT BIRD O¥ PARADISE.—Lath. Syn. ii, p. 477,
3.t.19.

HABITAT

in Nova Guinea.—9 pollices longa. Ww.

+ This bird bears some relation to the Manucodiata-Cirr-
Aata of Aldrovandus. The latter has a similar tuft, formed
in the same way of unwebbed feathers, but which appears
longer, and its bill and tail are much longer.
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nary, stand erect, those near the head at right
angles, and the succeeding ones with smaller
inclinations.

Under the first tuft we perceive a second,
which is larger, but not -so much raised, and
more reclined : it’is composed of long detached
filaments, which sprout from very short shafts,
and of which fiftecn or twenty join together,
forming straw-coloured feathers. These fea-
thers seem to bc cut square at the end, and
make angles, more or less acute, with the plane
of the shoulders.

This second tuft is bounded on the right and
left by common feathers, variegated with brown
and orange, and is terminated behind by a
reddish and shining brown spot, of a triangular
shape, with the vertex turned towards the tail,
and the filaments of the feathers loose and de-
composed, as in the second tuft.

Another characteristic feature of this bird is
the two filaments of the tail, which are about
a foot long and a line broad, and of a blue co-
lopr, changing into a lucid green, and taking
their origin above the tail. Sa far they much
resemble the filaments of the preceding species,
but are of a different form, for they do not end
in a point, and are furnished with webs on the
middle only of the inner side.

The mxd(lle of the neck and breast is markcd
from the throat by a row of very short fea-
thers, displaying a series of small transverse

lines, which are alternately of a fine light
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greén, changing into blue, and of a deep duck-
green.

Brown is the prevailing colour on the lower
belly, the rump, and the tail; rusty yellow is
that of the quills, the wings, and of their co-
verts ; but the quills have more than one brown
spot at their extremnity, at least this is the case
in the specimen preserved in the Royal Cabinet ;
for it may be proper to mention that the long
quills of the wings, as well as the feet, have
been removed*. :

This bird is rather larger than the preceding ;
its bill is similar, and the feathers of the front
extend over the nostrils, which they partly
cover: this is inconsistent with the character
that has been established of these birds by one
of our most intelligent ornithologists .

The feathers of thie head are short, straight,
close, and very soft to the touch. They forth a
sort of velvet of a changing colour, as in al-
most all the Birds of Paradise, and of a brown-
ish ground. The throat is also covered with
velvet feathers; but these are black with golden-
green reflections.

* I know not whether the individual observed by Aldro-
vandus had the number of wing-quills very complete; but
this author says that these quills were of a blackish colour.

.+ The feathers at the base of the bill turned back, and
leaving the nostrils barc.—BRrissoN.



THE BLACK MANUCODE OF NEW.
GUINEJ, called the SUPERB*.

Tue predominant colour of the plumage of
this bird is a rich velvet black, decorated under
the neck with reflections of deep violet. Its
head, breast, and the hind part of its neck, are
brilliant, with the variable shades of a finegreen;
the rest is entirely black, not even excepting
the bill.

I place this bird immediately after the Birds
of Paradise, though it wants the filaments of
the tail ; but we may suppose that moulting, or
some accxdental cause, is the reason of this de-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PArADISEA SUPERBA. P. froute cristata, capite cervice
abdomineque viridibus, gula violacea sericea, cauda me-
diocri cwerulescenti-atra.—Lath. [nd. Orn.i. p. 196. No. 7.

PARADISEA SUPERBA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 402.

Lr MANUcoDE dit le SUPERBE.—Son. Voy. p. 157. t. 96.—
Buyf, Pl. Enl. 632.

LE MANvucopt NoIR, &c.—Buff. par Sonn, xlv. p. 5. pl. 74.
f. 2.

SurPgrB PARADISE BIRD.—Latk. Syu. ii. p. 479. 5.

HABITAT

.in Nova Guinea.—10 pollices longa. W.
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fect; for in other respects it resembles these
birds, not only in its general shape, and in that
of its bill, but is also related by the identity
of climate, by the richness of its colours, and
a certain superabundance of luxuriancy of fea-
thers which is peculiar to the Birds of Paradise;
for there are two small tufts of black feathers
which cover the nostrils, and two other bunches
of the same colour, but much longer, and di-
rected to the opposite extremity. These riseon
the shoulders, and spreading more or less over
the back, but always bent backwards, form a
sort of wings, which extend almost to the ex-
tremity of the true wings, when' these are closed.

We must add, that these feathers are of un-
equal lengths, and that thase of the anterior
surface of the neck and the sides of the breast

are very long and narrow ¥,

* Valentyn says, that these birds are confined to the mbst
northern part of New Guinea, called Sergkily. The Indians
carry them to Salawat in hollew bamboos, after having smoke-
dried them, and cut off their wings and feet. They exchange
the Manucodes for little hatchets and coarse stuffs, w.



THE SIFILET, OR MANUCODE
with Six Filaments ¥*.

Ir we adopt the filaments as the specific cha-
racter of the Manucodes, the present is entitled
to be ranged at their head; for, instead of two,
it has six, and of these not one rises.emthe
back, but all of them take their origin from the
head, threc on each side. ey are half a foot
long, and reflect backwards. They have no
webs but at their extremity for the space of six
lines, and these are black and pretty long.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PARADISEA SEXSETACEA. P. cristata atra, vertice genis
gulaque violaceo-nigris, jugulo macula cervicis pectoreque
viridi-nitentibus, regione aurium utrinque penuis setgceis
tribus longissimis.— Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 196. No.9.

PARADISEA AUREA.—2Gmel. Syst. i. p. 402.

L’O1seAu PARADIS 2 GORGE DoRE'E.—Sonn, Foy. p. 158.

t. 97.
LE MANUcoODE & S1x FILETS.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 633.—Buff.

" par Sonn. xlv. p. 9. pl. 85.f. 2.
GoLD-BREASTED PARADISE BIRD.—Lath. Syn. ii. p.481. G.

HABITAT

in Nova Guinea. w.
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Besides these filaments, this bird has twe
properties which belong to the Bird of Pa-
radise; luxuriancy of feathers and richness of
colours. :

The luxuriancy of feathers consists; 1. In a
sort of tuft composed of stiff narrow feathers,
and which rises at the base of the upper mar-
dible. 2. In the length of the feathers of the
belly and of the abdomen, which is four inches
or more; one part of these feathers, extending
directly, conceals the under-side of the tail,
while another part, rising obliquely on each side,
covers the upper surface of the tail as far as the
third of its lengti,;and all of them correspond
to the subalar feathers of the Bird. of Paradise,
and of the Manucode.

With regard to the plumage, the most bril-
liant colours appear on the neck; behind, it is
gold-green and bronze violet; before, topaz-
gold reflections, which wanton in all the shades
of green, and derive new lustre from the con-
trast with the darkness of the contigaous parts;
for ‘the head is black, changing into a deep
violet, and the rest of the body is brown, in-
clining to black, and with reflections of the
same deep violet.

The -bill of this bird is nearly the same as
in the Birds of Paradise; the only differ-
ence is, that its upper ridge is angular and
sharp, while in most of the other kinds it is
rounded.

Nothing can be said with respect to the feet
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and the wings, because they were, extirpated
in the subject from which this description is
drawn; a practice which, as we have re-
marked, is usual with the Indian hunters or
merchants.



THE CALYBE' OF NEW GUINEA*.

Ir this bird has not the luxuriant plumage of
the Paradise tribe, it has at least the rich colours
and the peculiar softness of texture.

Its head is covered with a beautiful blue
yeliot, changing into green, and exhibiting the
reflections uf..the beryl. The neck is clothed

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

PARADISEA CHALYBEA. P, ceeruleo-viridis, capite sericeo
nigro tomentoso, dorso uropygio abdomine caudaque cha-
Tybeo-nitentibus.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 197. No. 10.

PARADISEA VIRIDIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 402.

LE CALYBE' de la NouviELLE GUINE'E.—Buff. Pl Exl,
631, -~ Buf. par Sonn. xlv. p. 13. .

1’O1sEAU de PARADIS VERD.—Sonn. Voy. p. 164.t.99.

BLUE-GRLEN PARADISE BIRD.—Lath, Sya. ii. p. 482. 7.

HABITAT

in Nova Guinea.—16 pollices longa. w.

+ The name Calybé, or Calibete, was given by Daubenton
the younger, to express the chief colour of its plumage,
which is a bronzed steel. 'To the same gentleman we owe
the clements of the descriptions of these four new species.
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with a longer shag, but which dazzles with the
same colours, except that each feather, being
of a shining black in the middle, of a green
changing into blue only at the edges, there re-
sult waving shades, which play still more than
those of the head. The back, the rump, the
tail and the belly, arc blue, like polished steel,
and with very brilliant reflections.

The small velvet feathers on its forchead
project forwards as far as the nostrils, which
are deeper than in the preceding kinds. The
bill is also longer and thicker, but it is of
the same shape, and its edges are s(:él}pad—e&—
the same manner near the poil 1x quills
only are reckoned in the pd,’ﬁft probably it
was not entire.

In the subject on which this description is
founded, as well as those of the three preceding
descriptions, a stick was passed through their
whole length, and projected two or three inches
out of the bill*. In that simple way, and by
extirpating the feathers which would spoil the
cffect, the Indians can in an instant form an
elegant sort of plume with any small bird which
thcy meet. But the specimens are thus de-
ranged, and their proportions altered. On this
account it was difficult to discover in the Ca-
lybé the insertion of the wings; insomuch that

* They were brought from India by M. Sonnerat, corre-
spondent of the king’s cabinet of natural. bistery.
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¢redulity might have asserted that this bird had

neither feet nor wings.
The Calybé differs from the Manucodes more
than the preceding: for this reason Ihave ranged

it in the last place, and bestowed ony it a parti-
cular name,






Plate 7O

Lo i ¢ e (L S

THE AFRICAN BEEF-EATER,



175

THE OX-PECKER *.

Brisson is the first who has described this
little Bird, which Andanson brought from Se-
negal. It is scarcely larger than the crested
lark, and its wings extend only fourteen inches.
Its plumage has nothing remarkable; in general
a greyish brown prevails on the upper part of
the body, and greyish yellow on the under.
The bill is not of an invariable colour;-ix$ome
indivifluals it is entirely brown .ierSthers red at

* BUPHAGA.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

‘Rostrum rectum, subquadrangulare, mandibulis gibbis inte-
gris, extrorsum gibbiosioribus.
Pedes ambulatorii.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

BUPHAGA APBICANA,—Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 147. No, 2.—
Emel. Syat. i. p. 362.
BUPHAGA.—Bris. ii. p. 437. t.42. 1. 2.
Le Pic-pur.—Buf. Pl. Eul. 203.—Buff. par Somn. xlv.
" p.81. pl. 85 f. 1.
AFRICAN BEEF-RATER.~Lath. Syn. i. p. 859. 1. ¢. 12,

HABITAT

in Semegale.—8} pollices longa. Ww.
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the point, and yellow at the base; in all it js
nearly of a quadrangular shape, and the points
of the two mandibles are reflected in a contrary
direction. The tail is tapered in steps, and
a singular circumstance is observed, that the
twelve quills, of which it consists, are all
pointed. - Lastly, the first phalanzy of the exte-
rior toe is closely connected to that of the
mid-toe.

This bird is very fond of certain worms, or
the larve of insects, which lodge under the
epidermis in oxen. It alights on the backs of

animals, and pierces their skin with its
bill, to e.xtract these worms, and hence its

name*.

* Levaillant saw these birds in the Namaquas country, the
enly part of southern Africa where he met with them, W,
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THE COMMON STARE *+.

Few birds are so generally known, especially
in the temperate climates, as the Stare; for aé

* STURNUS.
CHARACTER GENEMQV:.

L]
Rostram sudulatum, angulatum, w msou.
Ium : mandibula superiore istegerritgn,
tentiusculis,
Nares slipra marginatee.
Lingua emarginata, acuta.

CHARACTER SPECIFICYS.

STURNUS VULGARIS. 8. rostro ﬂavuamr. gutpore mgrp-
nitente punctis alhis.— Lat4. Imﬂwn i. p. 3% No. t. ‘ ;
STURNUS VULGARIS.—Gmek B ms‘- asselfgsd

p. 287.—T4. (ed. Angl.) P iv oy

— Wil p. 144 1, 37—l p. 48, 1. S

L’ETouRNRAUwadiuf Fi. Eal; 4, “M par Sogly alv,’
p-35.pl. 06.£. 1 )

o l Nov 104 t. 46.—Ar¢t- N

Zool, §i.-fn BHE s .Wrwu 190,
P g e el OBirds;

np. p 13700~ A

\Ld a . o/ G SR IR, y 1 TN VE Dt
ﬂ“'.-- %‘ o v ‘

(e

t hcuﬁ,m whehce the nam ml'or granite, Yngoner,
the spotted serface of that stone rexembling the plamage of
VoL, 155, N
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it is a constant resident of the district where
it settles*, and as it can be trained in the do-
‘mestic state, its habits havé been observed,
whether when subjected to restraint, or ranging

without controul.
The blackbird is that, of all the feathered

race, which the Stare resembles the most; their
young tan hardly be distinguished 1 : but afier
their characters are developed, the Stare is
- found to be distinguished by the streaks and
reflections of its plumage; by the blunter form
of its bill, which is broader and nct scalloped
fiear the point}; and by the greater flatness
of its hem&c. But another very remarkable
diftference, an'a\;.hxch is dem ed from a more

the Stare ; it had also the appellatlons, Asparog, Babos, Foruig,
or Joausc : in Latin, Sturnus or Sturnellus : in Hebrew, Sarsir
or Zesir : in Arabic, dlzarazir, Zarater, Azuri: in Italian,
Sturno, Storno, Storncllo : in Portuguese, Sturaino: in Spa-
aish, Estornino : in German, Staar, Stara, .Spralzr, Rindey-
Starn (Ox Stare): in Flemish, Spreuye, Sprue in Polish,
Szpak; Spatzek, Szpaczieck, Skorzek.

# In the colder countries, however, such as Sweden and
Switzerland, it is migratory. ¢ It descends after the middle
of summer into the low lands of Scania,” says Linnzus,
Fauna Suecica, p. 70.: “ when they leave our country,” says
Gesner,—de Avilus, p. '145.

+ BELON.—So exact is the resemblance between the young
of these two species, that I once knew a law-suit grounded
upon it. The appellant produced a well-trained blackbird,
and demanded the recompence stipulated for rearing gnd
educating it ; but tie defendant insisted, that thé young | blrd
which he had committed in charge was a Stare.’

! Barrere says, that the Stare has 2 quadrangular bill.” He
must at least allow that the angley are very réuad. .- ,
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is solitary in Europe’; whereas the species of thg,

blackhind axe exttenely namerous.

There is another circumstance alsc ip which
these birds are analogous; they never change
their residence during the winter. They only
seek for those spots in the track where they are
scttled that have the best aspect, and are in the
neighbourhood of springs®; with this differ-
ence, however, that the blackbirds still continue
to live solitary; whereas the Stares assemble
after the breeding season in very numerous
flocks: these fly in a peculiar mannez, which
would seem to be directed by a sert of tactics.
It is. the voice of instinct -which incessantly
impels the Stares toward the centre of the bat~
talion, .while the rapidity of their motions hur-
ries them beyond it; a sort.of vortex is thus
formed, denser at the middle, and rarer near the
verge; and the collective body performs an
uniform circular revolution,. and at the same
time continues to make a progressive advance.
This mode of tlying has its advantages and its
inconveniences. The rapacious tribe is discon-
certed by the whirlihg of the Stares, alarmed by
their poisy cries, and deterred by the appearance
of order, But the danger is increased of falling
a prey to the arts of man ; the bird-catcher fixes
a packthread besmeared with bird-lime to each

- Thu bas probably led Anstotle tQ say, that the Stare
conceals itself well in winter. .
R g
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at first of a blacknsh-brown, umf’orm, and withs
out streaks or reflections. The streaks begin
to appear after the first moulting, emerging
about the end of July, on the lower part of
the body, then on the head, and towards the
goth of August, -are spread over the upper
part of .the body. ‘I always mean the young
Stares, which were hatched in the begmnmo' of
May. : Lo
I have remarked, that in thrs ﬁrst moulting,
the feathers which surround'the base of the
bill, dropped almost all at once, so that this
part was bald during the month of July®, as
it -happens canstantly in the rook ‘through
the rest of the yeésc. I also observed that the
bill was almast all yellow on the 15th of May
this soon changed into a horn colour, and Belon
assures us, that in time it becomes orange. -

- In the males, the eyes have a larger shave of
brown, or it is more uniform +; the streaks of
‘the plumage more distinet’ and yellower ; and
“the dark -colour of the feathers, which are not,
streaked, is brightened by-more vivid reflections;
that vary between purple and deep-green. Be-
sides, the male is larger, weighing three ounces
and a half.- Salerne -adds, anather distinguished

* Eknow ot why Pliy, speaking of the Stares, says,

» 4 But chese }ose not their feathers.” * Lib. x. 24.
* 4 “4'Fhe fomale lias & Iittle speck in the pupil of the cyes,
which in the male is entirely black.”—OriNA. Willughby
seems.also to aliude to thisslough on the eye: * The irides

#re hazel, the upper part whiter, where he must probably
wean the temale, '
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character of the sex is, that the tongue is
pointed in the male, but forked in the female.
It would appear that Linnzus had seenit pointed
in sqme individuals, and forked in others*. In
those which came under my examination, it was
forked.

The Stares live on snaﬂs, worms, and caters
pillars ; especially on these large caterpillars of
3 fine green, with reddish reflections, which ap-
pear, in the month of June, upon the flowers,
and chiefly upon the roses. They feed also on
wheat, buckwheat, millet, panic, hemp-seed,
elder-berries, olives, cherries, raisins, &c. It
is pretended that the last is what gorrects best
the natpral bitterness of their flésh, and that
cherries are what they are the fondest of}; and
these afford ap almost infallible bait for weel-
nets, which are laid among the reeds, where
they retire in the evenings; and in this way a
hundred may often be caught in one night; but

* Lingua Acutd.—Sys¢. Nat. ed:t x. Lingua hifidd,—
Fauna Suecica.

1 They make great havoc among the vines in the south of
France, 4s well as ‘among the figs when ripe at which time
their flesh is very good, as it is also said to be in Barbary
when they feed oa dates. W.

b Scbwmclgfcld, Salerse, §c.—Cardan says, that to sweeten
the flesh of Stares, we need only cut off their head as soon
as they are killed : Albin directs them to be flayed : others
allege, that the mountain Stares are better tasted than those
of the plains. But these authors can only mean the young
. birds, for the flesh of the.old ones is always bitter and unpa-

latable.
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this diversion lasts no longer than the season of
cherries.

They are fond of following oxen and other
large cattle as they feed iu the meadows, at-
tracted, it js said, by the insects which flutter
round them, or by those, perhaps, which swarm
in their dung, or in meadows in general. From
this habit is derived the German name Rinder
Staren. They are also gccused of feeding on
the carcases that are exposed on gibbets*; but
it is probably in search only of insects. I have
rajsed some of these birds, and have ‘observed,
that when bits of raw flesh were offered to
them, they fixed on the prey with great avidity.
¥ they were presented with the flower-cup of
a pink, containing seed already formed, they
did not grasp it with their claws, and pluek it
like the jay, but shook it and struck it against
the bars in the bottom of the cage, till the
grains dropped out. I remarked also, that they
drank nearly like the gallinaceous tribe, and
took great delxght in bathing. It is probable
that one of those which I raised died of cold,
in consequence of bathjng too often during the
winter.

These birds live seven or eight years, or even
Tonger, in the domestic state. The wild ones
dannot be decoyed by the call, because they re-
gard not the scream of the owl. But besides
the contrivance of the limed. l;hrgads, and the

* Aldrovandus.
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weel-nets, which I have already mentioned, a
method has been fallen on to take entire fami-
lies, by fixing to the walls and the trees where
they lodge pots of earthen ware of a conve-
nient. form, which the birds often prefer to

lace their nests in *.  Many are also caught by
the gin and draw-net. In some parts of Italy
it is common to employ tame weazels to drag
them out of their nests, or rather their holes;
for the artifice of man consists in employing
one enslaved race to extend his dominion over
the rest.

The Stares have the membrana nictinans;
their nostrils are half-sheathed by a membrane ;
the legs are of a reddish brown{; the outer
toe is connected to the mid one as far as the
phalanz ; the hind nail is stronger than the rest ;
the gizzard is preceded by a dilatation of the
eesophagus, is a little fleshy, and contains some-
times small stones. The intestinal tube is
twenty inches in length, from the onc orifice to
the other; the gall-bladder is of the ordinary
size; the caca very small, and placed nearer the
anus than is common in birds.

In dissecting a’young Stare, one of those
which ] had raised, I remarked -that the con-
tents of the gizzard and of the intestines were
entirely black, though ithad been fed on bread

* Olina and Schwenckfeld. .

+ I know not why Willughby says that ¢ the legs are fea-
thered to the toes.” [ never found this in any of the Stares
which I examined,
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and milk only. - This circumstance denotes an
abundance of black bile; and at the same time
accounts for the bitterness of the flesh of
these birds, and the use which has been made
of their excrements in the preparation of cos-
metics.

The Stare can be taught to speak either
French, German, Latin, Greek¥, &c. and to
pronounce phrases of some length. Its pliant
throat accommodates itself to cvery inflexion
and every accent. It can readily articulate the
letter R, and acquires a sort of warbling
which is much superior to its native song}.

Thisbird isspread through an extensive range
in the ancient contigent. Itisfound in Sweden,
Germany, France, Italy, the Isle of Malta, the
Cape of Good Hope§, and every where nearly
the same; whereas those American birds which
have been called Stares, present a great diver-
sity of appearance [.

> «'The young Czesars had a Stare and Nightingales docile
in the Greek and Latin languages, and which faade continual
progress, and assiduously prattled new phrases of considerable
length.”—Pliny, lib. x. 42. - )
T Scaliger.
t Sturnus pisitat ore, isitat, pisistrat : It was thus that the
Latins expressed the notes of the Stare.—Sce the Author of
, Philomela.
i§ Kolben.
i| Pennant has given a short but satisfactory account of the
manners of the Stare, of which the following is the substance.
~—The Stare breeds in hollow trees, eaves of houses, towers,
ruins, cliffs, and often in high rocks over the sea. It lays fong



THE COMMON BTARE. 187

or five eggs of a pale greenish ash colour, and makes its nest
of straw, small fibres of roots, &¢. In winter Stares collect
in great flocks ; myriads of them assemble in the fens of
Lincolnshire, and do great damage to the fenmen, by roosting
on the reeds and breaking them down by their weight. They
feed on'worms'and insects; ard, it is said, they will get into
pigeon-houses for the sake of sucking the eggs. They are
very docile, and may be taught to speak.—RBrit. Zool. i.
P 300. I W,
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VARIETIES OF THE STARE.

- TuouGH the Stares retain uniformly the ori-
ginal impression, they are not entirely exempted
from the tendency to variety in nature; but the
varieties which occur are always superficial, and
often confined to individuals. The following
have been noticed by authors : '

1. The WHITE STARE of Aldrovandus ¥,
with flesh-coloured legs and a reddish yellow
bill, as in the common kind after they have
grown old. Aldrovandus says, thatit was taken
along with the ordinary Stares ; and Rzaczynski
informs us, that in a certain part of Poland 1 it
was usual to see a Black and a White Stare rising
from the same nest. Willughby also speaks of
two White Stares which were observed in Cum-
berland. ‘

II. The BLACK AND WHITE STARE.—To
this variety I refer; 1. The White-headed Stare
of Aldrovandus §: in this bird, the head, the
bill, the neck, the whole of the under part of the
body, the coverts of the wings, and the two ex-

‘Sturnus Vulgaris, var. 1.—Linn. and Gmel. Sturnus
Albus.—Bris. The White Starling.—-1Vill.
+ Near Coronovia.
$ Sturnus Vulgaris, var. 3,—Lins. and Gmel. Sturnus
Leucocephalus,—Bris.
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terior quills of the tail, were white; the other
quills of the tail, and all those of the wings,
were as in the ordinary Stare ; the white of the
head was set off by two small black spots placed
above the eyes, and the white of the under part
of the body was variegated with blueish spots.
2. The Pied Stare of Schwenckfeld, in which
the top of the Nead, the half of the bill next
the base, the neck, the quills of the wing, and
those of the tail, were black, and all the rest
white. 3. The Black-headed Stare, seen by
Willughby, the rest of the body entirely
white *.

III. The GREY CINEREOUS STARE of
Aldrovandus {. This author is the only person
who has seen one of thit colour, which is no-
thing but black melted with white. It is easy
to conceive how these varieties might be multi-
plied from the different distribution of the black
and white, and from the numerous shades of
grey, which result from the different propor-
tions in which the two original colowss enter
mnto the mixture.

* Sturnus Vulgaris, war. 2.—Linn. and Gmel. Sturnus
Leucomelas.—Bris. The Black and White Starling,—Will.
+ Sturnus Vulgaris, var. 4.—Lien. and Gmel. Sturnus

Cinereus.—Bris,
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FOREIGN BIRDS

WHICH ARE RELATED TO®THE STARE:
I

THE CAPE STARE, OR THE PIED
STARL*:

Tais African bird “resembles in its gencral
shape the Common Stare, and the black and
white colours of its plumage arc distributed as
in the Magpie.

Were it not that its bill is thicker and longer

* CHARACTER spchmcvs

STURNUS CAPENSIS. S. nigricans, capitis laten'bus subtusque
albus.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i.p. 322,

STURNUS CAPENsIS,—Gmel. Syst! i. p. 802.—Bris, ii.
p. 46.2. t. 41. f. 3.

L'ETourRNEAU P1:: du CAP de B. Esp —qu Pi, Eal. 280.
—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 61.

CAPE STARE.—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 5.

HABITAT
ad Caput Bona: Spei. W,
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than in the European Stare, we might regard it
as merely a variety, especially as our Stare is to
be met with at the Cape of Good Hope; and
this variety would coincide with the one already
mentioned, in which the black and white are
distributed in large spots. The most remark-
able character in this bird is a very large white
cpot, of a round shape, placed on cach side of
the hcad, and which stretches forward to the
base of the bill, and inclosing the eye shoots
into a sort of appendix, variegated with black,
that descends along its neck.

This bird is the same with Edwards’s black
and white Indian Starling, Pl 187.; with
Albin’s Contra of Bengal, vol. iii. Pl 31.; with
Brisson’s Cape of Good Hope Stare; vol. ii.
p- 448; and even with his ninth tropic bird.
He acknowledges this, and rectifies it, p. 54
of the Supplement; and, considering the chaos
of incomplete description, and of mutilated
figures, which disgraces Natural History, he
is certainly excusable. To avoid confusion,
therefore, it is of the utmost importance to
collate the different names which have been
bestowed on a bixd by different authors, and at
different times.
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IL.

THE LOUISIANA STARE, OR THE
STOURNE *.

I havc applied the name of Stourne, which i
formed from the Latin Sturnus, to an American
bird, which, though considerably different, is
allied to our Stare. The under part of its body
is grey, variegated with brown, and the upper
is yellow. The most characteristic marks of
this bird, in respect to colour, are, 1. A black-
ish plate intermixed with grey at the lower part
of the neck, and risig distinctly out of the
yellow glound 2. Three white bars on its
head, which rise from the base of the upper
mandible, and extend as far as the occiput ; the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

STURNUS'LUDOVICIANUS. S. griseo fuscoque maculatus,
subtus flavus, linea capitis supercllnsque albls, gula nigra,
—Lath. Ind.Osn. 1. p. 323.

STURNUS LUDOVICIANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 802.—Bris. ii.
p. 449.4.t.42. f. 1.

L’EvcURNEAU de la LOUISIANE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 256.—
Buy. par Sonn. xlv. p. 65.

LOUISIANE STARE.—Arct. Zool. ii. No, 193.—Lath. Syn, iii.

$. 6. 3.

HABITAT

in America.— 9} pollices longs. » w.
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one rests on the top of the head, while the two
others, which are parallel to it, stretch on each
side over the eyes. In general this bird resem-
bles the European Stare, by the proportions of
its wings and tail, and-also by the dispersion
of these colours in small spots: its head is like-
wise flat, but its bill is longer.

A correspondent of the Cabinet informs us,
that Louisiana is much incommoded by clouds
of these Stares; which would show that their .
manner of flying resembles that of the European
sort. But we are not very certain if he means
the species of this article.

II1.

THE TOLCANA *1.

The short account which Fernandez has given
of this bird is not only incomplete, but caze-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

STURNUS JUNCETI. S. niger capite fusco.—Lath. Iad.
Or. i. p. 826. No. 14.

STURNUS OSCURUS. —Gmel Syst. i, p. 804.

TOLOCATZANATL, seu Srunnus JUNCETL.—~Raii Syn.
p- 168. 23. .

STURNUS Nov e Hxsr.snm.—-Bruc. ii, p. 448, 3.

VOL. III. o
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lessly drawn up; for though he says that the
Tolcana is, in size and figure, like the Stare, he
afterwards adds that it is rather smaller. Yet
he is the -only original author from whom we
can obtain information with regard to this bird,
and -on his evidence Brisson has ranged it
among the Stares, It appears to me, however,
that these two authors adopt very different cha-
racters of the Stare: Brisson, for instance,
makes it the distinguishing feature of the
genus, that the bill is straight, blunt, and con-
vex; and Fernandez, speaking of a bird of the
T=anatl or Stare kind, mentions, that it is
short, thick, and rather hooked; and in another
place he refers the samebird, named Cacalototot!,
to the genus' of the ‘Raven (which is called
Cacalot! in the Mexican language), and to that
of the Stare *. The arrangement of the ZTolcana

LE ToLCANA.—Buff. par Sonn, xlv. p. 71.:
BROWN-HEADED STARE.~Lath. Syn. iii, p.11.12,

HABITAT
in N. Hispania. W.
+ Formed from the Mexican name Tolocatzanatl, ‘which
signiﬁes Reed Stare.
 Cucalototot!, or Raven Bird, seems to belong to the
genus Tzanat! of the Stares.”
'This bird has, according to Fernandes, a black plumage
- inclining to blue, the bill entirely black, the iris orange, the
tail long, the flesh bad to eat, and no song. Itloves temper-
ate and warm countries. From this short statement, it is
difficult to decide whether the bird in question be a Raven og
a Stare. . .
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is therefore not determined; I have retained
its Mexican name, without venturing to pro-
nounce whether it is a Stare or not.

This bird is, like the European Stares, fond
of places ahounding in rushes and aquatic
plants. Its head is brown, and the rest of its
plumage black. It has no song, or even cry.
In that it partakes of the qualities of many other
American birds, which are more remarkable for
the richness of their plumage than the sweet-
pess of their warble.

IV.
THE CACASTOL*+,

I here range this bird on the very suspicious
authority of F ernandez, and the analogy which

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

STuBNUS MEXICANUS. S. ceeruleus nigro variegatus,
iridibus luteis.— Lat#k. Ind. Ora, i. p. 326. No. 16.

STURNUS MEXICANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 804.

CAXAXTOTOTL.—Raii Syn. p. 167. 16.

LE CacasTtoL,—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 5.

CoTiNeA MEXICANA.—Bris. ii. p. 347. 4.

MEXICAN STARE.~—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 12.13.

HABITAT

in Mexigo. w.
oo o2 '
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its name bears in the Mexican langunage to that
of the Stare; nor am I acquainted with any
European bird to which I canreferit. Brisson,
who conceives it to be & Cottinga, has been
obliged, in order to support his preconceptious,
to reject from the description of Fernandez, al-
ready too short, the words which indicate the
fengthened and pointed shape of its bill; this
shape being really related more closeiy to the
Stare than to the Cottinga. Besides, the Ca-
castol is nearly of the bulk of the Stare; and,
like that bird, it has a small head, -and is in-
different food ; it likewise inhabits the temper-
ate and warm regions. It is indeed a bad
singer, but we have seen that the native notes
of the European Stafe are not very captivating;
and, if it were carried into America, we may
presume that its imitation of the harsh music
of the forest would soon destroy every harmo-
nious modulation,

+ The Mexican name is Cazeaztotot?: it is also called Hues-
tzanatl. Tzanat! in the Mexican kanguage correspounds to ous
Stare,



RELATED TO THE STARE. 197
V.

THE PIMALOT *.

v, The broad bill of this bird might lead us to
suspect that it-is not a Stare; but if what Fer-
nandez says be true, that its habits and in-
stincts are the same with those of the other
Stares, we cannot hesitate to infer that it is of
an analogous species ; especially as it generally
haunts the coasts of the South Sea, lodging
probably, like the European sort, among the
aquatic plants.—The Pimalot is rather larger.

* This word is formed from the Mexican name Pitzmalotl.

VI.

THE STARE OF TERRA MAGEL-
' LANICA, OR, THE WHITE RAY *.

I have given this last name to a bird, brought
by M. Bougainville, on account of the white
* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

STurNus MILITARIS, S. griseus, pectore gulaque san-
guineis.—Latk, Tad. Qgp. i. p. 323. No. 4.
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ray which, rising on each side near the junction
of the mandibles, bends under the eye and
stretches along the neck. This white ray is the
more remarkable, as it is environed by a deep
brown; the dark colours prevail on the upper
part of the body, only the wings ahd their co-
verts are edged with yellow. The tail is of 2
full black, forked, and extending not far be-
yond, the wings, which are very long. The
under side of the body, including the throat,
is of a fine crimson red, sprinkled with black
on the sides; the anterior part of the wing is
also of crimson, and not spotted ; and the same
colour appcars round the eyves, and in the space
lying between these and the bill, which,
though blunt as in the Stares, and less pointed
than that of the Troupiales, may be regarded
as nearest the shape of the latter. If we con-
sider also that the White Ray resembles much
the appearance of the Troupiales, we may
esteem it as intermediate between these two
kinds *.

STURNUS MILITARIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 803. .
L’ETOURNEAU des TERRES MAGELLANIQUES.—Euff. PL

Enl. 113.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 78.
MAGELLANIC STAKE.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 7.

HABITAT

in terra Magellanica,—8} pollices longus. W,

* This species inbabits the Falkland Islands,” and the
Straits of Magellan, It is generally seen on the gmnnd
feeding upon the insects which it fisids there. W.°
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THE TROUPIALES*.

THESE birds, as 1 have just observed, are
nearly related to the European Stares, and often
the vulgar and the hnaturalists have confounded
them. We may regard them as representing the
Stares in the New World; their habits are the
same, except in the mode of building their
nests.

The American continent is the native region
of these birds, and of all”others that have been
classed with them; such as the Cassics, the
Baltimores, the Bonanas, &c. ; and though some
are said to belong to the Old World, these have
really been brought from the New World; for
instance, probably, the Troupiale of Senegal,
called the Cape-More 1, the Bonana of the Cape

* ORIOLUS.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum conicum, convexum, acutissimum, rectum, man-
dibula superiore paulo longiore, obsolete elnargmata.

Lingua bifida, acuta.

Pedes ambulatorii.

“®1 .Oriolus Textor.—Gmel. The Weaver Oriole.—Lath.
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of Good Hope, and all the pretended Troupralds
of Madras *.

" 1 shall exclude from the genus of the Trou-
_ piales, 1. The four species brought from Madras,
and which Brisson has borrowed from Ray;
becausc the law of climate will not admit the
supposxtlon, and the deseriptions are not deci-
sive, and the figures so ill exccuted, that they
mlght as well be taken for magpies, jays, black-
birds, loriots, and gobe-mouches, &c.

A skilful ornithologist (Mr. Edwards) is of
opinion, that the yellow jay and the chop jay
of Petiver, which Brisson has made his sixth
and his fourth Troupiale, arc only the male and
female loriot; and that the varicgated jay of
Madras of the same Retiver, which is the fifth
Troupiale of Brisson, is his yellow Indian
Stare ; and lastly, that the erested Tlouplale
"of Madras, which is Brisson’s seventh species,
is the same bird with the crested gobe-mouche
of the Cape of Good Hope of the same
Brisson {.

2. I shall exclude the Bengal Troupiale,
which is Brisson’s ninth species, since that au-
thor has himself perceived that it is his second
of the Stare.

" ® Levaillant assdfres us that he found three different spe-
cies of Trotpiales in the interior of Africa. Ww.

t He adds, that the two long quills of the tail were want-
ing in these two individuals. They must cither have not yet
grown, or have dropped by moulting or some other accident,



THE TROUPIALES. 20t

3. I shall exclude the forked-tail Troupiale,
which is the sixth of Brisson, and the Thrush
of Seba. All that the latter says is, that itis
much larger than the thrush; thatits plumage -
is black, its bill yellow, the under surface of its
tail white, the upper and its back shaded by a
light tint of blue; that its tail is long, broad,

\"nd forKed ; and lastly, that, cxceptmg the dif-
ference in the shape of its tail, and in its bulk,
it is much like the European thrush. But in
all this, I can perceive nothing that relates to a
Troupiale ; and the figure given by Seba, and
which Brisson reckons a very bad one, no more
resembles a Troupiale than it does a Thrush.

4. I shall exclude the Blue Bonana of Ma-
dras, because, on the ¢ne hand, it is incon-
sistent with the law of the climate, and on the
other, the figure and description of Ray have
nothing which would characterise the Bonana,
‘not even the plumage. According to that
author, its head, tail, and wings are blue, but
the tail of a brighter tinge; the rest of the plu-
mage black or cinereous, except the bill and
the feet, which are rusty.

5. Lastly, I shall exclude the India Troupiale,
not only on account of the difference of climate,
but for other stronger reasons, which before in-
duced me to place it between the Rollers and the
Birds of Paradise.

Though we have ranged along with the
"Troupiales, the Cassics, the Baltimores, and
the Bonanas, these, as they have received se-
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parate names, are distinguished by differences
that are sufficiently important to form small
subordinate genera. 1 am able, from the com-
parison of a number of these birds, to assert
that the Cassics have the strongest bill, next
to them the Troupiales, and then the Bonanas.
With respect to the Baltimores, their bill 1§/
not only smaller than in the rest, but it is
straighter, and ofa peculiar shape. They seem
also to have different instincts; I therefore re-
tain their proper names, and treat of each
separately.

The common characters which Brisson as-
cribes to them are the naked nostrils, and the
elongated conical form of the bill. I have al-
ready observed that thié upper mandible extends
over the cranium, or that the tuft, instead of
making a point, makes a considerable re-entrant-
angle;" a circumstance which sometimes occurs
in other species, but is most remarkable in the

present.
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''HE TROUPIALE* 4.

'Tue most obvious features in the exterior
appearance of this bird are its long-pointed bill,

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrroLus IcvERUS. O fulvus, capite jugulo dorso remi-
glbusque nigris, macula alarum alba.—Lath. Iud. Orn. i.
p. 176. No. 7.

OR10LUS ICTERUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 384.

Pica LuTko-NIGRA VARIA.—Sloan. Jam. p. 301. t. 259. 4.
—Raii Syn. p. 181. 10.

GUIRA-TANGEIMA.—Raii Syn. p. 45. 6.—IVill. p, 97.
t. 23.—1d. (dngl.) p. 141,

LE TroUPIALE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 532.—Buf. par Sonn. xlv:

. p.117.pl. 80. 1. 2.

‘YELLOW AND BLAack Pye.—Cates. Car. App. t. 5.

BANANA-BIRD from JaMAicA.—Alb. ii. t. 40.—Brown.
Jam. p. 447.

IcTERIC ORIOLE.—=Lath, Syn. ii. p. 424. 6,

HABITAT

in America calidiore, insulisque Antillis.—93 pollices longus. -

W. -,

+ Bmson | gave this bird the Latin name Ieterus, from its

yellow colour ; for the same reason Scopoli termed it: Xan-
thornus, or ‘yellow bird ; other authors have called it Pica;-’
Cissa, Picus, and ‘Fithis. The’ savages’ of Brazil name it
Gmra-tang;zma those of Guiana Yapou ; the French colo-
. nists Cul-jaune, or yellow-bettom.
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the narrow feathers of its neck, and the great
variety of its plumage : not only three colours
enter into it, an orange-yellow, black, and
white, but these colours seem to multiply by
their artful distribution. The -black is spread
‘over the head, the anterior part of the neck, the
middle of the back, the tail, and the wings ; th<"
orange yellow occupies the intervals, and all
the under part of the body; it appears also in
the iris ¥, and on the anterior part of the wings;
the black which prevails through the rest is in-
terrupted by two oblong white spots, of which
the one is placed at the coverts of the wings,
the other on their middle quills.

The feet and nails are sometimes black, some-
times of a leaden colour. The bill scems to
have no constant colour, for it has been ob-
served to be in some white grey {, in others
brown, cinereous above, and blue below f; and
lastly, in others black above, and brown be-
low §.

This bird is nine or ten inchgs long from the
point of the bill to the end of the tiil ; and, ac-
cording to Marcgrave, its wings extend
fomteen inches, and its head is very small. It
is dispgrsed through the region lying bctween
Carolina and Brazil, and though the Caribbean

* Albin adds, that the eye is encircled by a broad bar of
blue; but e is the only person who has made this remark ;
it was probably an accidental variety.

+ Brisson. 1 Albin. § Sloane and Maregrave.
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islands*. It is of the bulk of a blackbird ; it
hops like the magpie, and has many of its
gestures, according to Sloane. It has even, ac-
cording to Marcgrave, the same cries; but
Albin asserts that in all its actions it resembles
the stare ; and adds, that sometimes four or five
unite to attack a larger bird, which, after they
\dve killed, they devour orderly, each main-
taining his rank. Sloane, an author worthy of
credit, says, that the Troupiales live on in-
sects. Yet there is no absolute contradiction ;
for every. animal which feeds on the smallest
reptile is rapacious, and would feed on larger
_animals if it could do it with safety.

These birds must be of a very social disposi-
tion, since love, whichadivides so many other
societics, seems on the contrary to knit theirs
more closely together. They do not separate
to accomplish in retirement and secrecy the
views of nature; a grecat many pairs arc seen
on the same tree, which is almost always lofty
and sequestered, constructing their nests, lay-
ing their cggs,’hatching and cherlshmnf their in-
fant brood.

These nests are of a cylindrical form, sus-
pended from the extremity of high branthes,

* The real Troupiale, or the Guira- tangeima of Mare-
grave, is not found in French Guinea, though Barrére has
placed it among the birds of that country. Sonmnini says
that he never saw it in that part of South America, nor did
it ever occur to Mauduyt among the numerous birds sent
him from Cayenne, - W,
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and waving freely in theair; so that the young
are contlnually rocked. But some who believe
that the birds act from deliberation, assert that
the parents hang their nest to avoid the attack
of certain land animals, and especially serpents,

The Troupiale is also reckoned yéry docile,
and easily subjected to domestic slavery ; which
propensity almost always attends a soci
temper *.

* Mauduyt kept one of these birds, which was so tame as
to descend from its perch when called by the female who
attended it, and follow her into the garden, witliout showing
any disposition to escape. It once settled on the roof of the
house, but flew into the garden again immediately, upon
being called by the same female. It was as playful asa
puppy, and Mauduyt was always obliged toshut it up, when
he wanted to put an end to its gambols. * It turned on its
back and played with its bill and feet, like a dog which
gently bites its master, and pushes away his hands with its
paws. 'This Troupiale was fed with bread soaked in milk,
but it accommodated itself to any food -Encyclopéd. Méthod,
{Ornithol.) W.
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THE+ACOLCHI OF SEBA * .

™ SEBA, having found this name in Fernandez,
has, according to his way, applied it arbitrarily
to a bird entirely different from the one
meant by that author, at least with regard to
its plumage ; and he has again ascribed to the
same bird what Fernandez has said of the true
Acolchi, which the Spaniards call Tordo, or
Stare. '

This false Acolchi of Seba has a long yellow
bill ; its head is all black, and also its throat;
the tail and wings are blackish, and these are
ornamented with small feathers of a gelden co-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Oriorus NovE HispANIE. O. luteus, capite gula aliis
rectricibusqhie nigris, tectricibus alarum majoribus apice
luteis.—/Latk. Ind. Ora. i. p. 176. No. 8.

ORr1oLUs Nov & HISF.iNIE.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 385.

IcTeRris MEXICANUS.—B)s, ii. p. 88. 2.

L’AcorcH1 de SEBA.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 123,

MEXICAN ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 425. 7.

HABITAT
in Mexico. ' W.

+ Contracted for Acolchichi,
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lour, which have a fine effect on the dark
ground.

Seba reckons his Acolchi an American bird,
and I know not for what reason Brisson, who
quotes no authority but Seba, subjoins that it
is most commen in Mexico. It is cBrtain that
the word Acolchi is Mexican; but we are not
warranted to conclude the same thing of thé
bird on which Seba bestows it. ‘
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THE RING-:TAILED ORIOLE*

FernanNDEz gives the -name of Oziniscan to
two birds which bear no resemblance; and
Seba has taken the freedom to apply the same
name to a third entirely different from either,
except in size, which is that of the pigeon.

The third Oziniscan is the Ring-tail (Arc-en-
Queue) of this article. I give it this'name on
account of a black arch or-crescent with its con-
cavity turned towards the head, which appears
distinctly on the tail when spread, and the
more remarkable, as this is of a fine yellow co-
lour, which is also that of the bill and of the

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORIOLUS ANNULATUS. O. flavus, capite colloque nigris,
remigibus nigris luteo ,marginatis, cauda nigricante an-
nulata.—Lath. Ind, Ora. i. p. 177. No. 0.

ORIOLUS ANNULATUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 385.

IcTERUS CAUDA ANNULATA.—Bris. ii. p. 89. 3.

L'ARC-EN-QUEUE.— Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 125.

RING-TAILED ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 425. 8.

HABITAT

in America,
voL. I11I, P
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whole body ; the head and neck are black, and
the wings of the same colour, with a slight
tint of yellow.

Seba adds, that he received many of these
birds from America, where they are looked
upon as ravenous. Perhaps their habits are the
same with those of our Troupiales; the figure
which Seba gives has a bill somewhat hooked
near the point. - :



¢ et )

THE JAPACANI*+.

S1oANE considers his Little YVellow and Brown
Fly-catcher as the same with the Japacani of
Marcgrave ; but besides the differences of the
plumage, the Japacani is eight times larget,
each dimension being double; for Sloane’s bird
is only four inches long, and seven over the
wings, while Marcgrave’s is of the bulk of the
Bemptére, which is equal to that of the stare,
whose extreme length is seven inches, and its
alar extent fourteen. It would be difficult to

* CHARACTER SPECIFICYY

OrroLus Jaracany, 0. fusco nigroque subtus albo ﬂayo-
que varius, lineis transversis mgncantlbus, capite cauda-
que nigricantibus.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p.177. No. 11.

ORIOLUS JAPACANL.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 385.

LE JAPACANI.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 127.

Jaracany.—Raii Syn. p. 84. 12, —Will. p. 178. 1d. (Ang. )
240.— Lath. Syn. ii. p. 426. 10. '

HABITAT
in Brasilid.—8 po.l'k'ces longus. Ww.

+ This is the Brazilian name, according to Marcgrave,

P 2
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refer to the same species two birds, espemalfy
two wild bu'ds, so-widely different. ‘

Fhe Japacani has a long pointed blaeck bill, a
little-eurved ; its head is blackish, its iris of &
gold colour; the hind part of its neck, its back,
its.wings, and its rump, are varregated with
black and light ‘brown; its tail is blaekish
Below, - and- marked with white above; its
breast, its belly, its legs, are’ variegated. with
yellow and white, with blackish transverse,
Jines; -its feet brown, its nails black and
pointed *.

Sloane’s little bird 1 has a round bill, almost’
straight, and half an inch long; the head and
back are of .a light brown, with some black
spots ; the tail eighteen inches long, and.of a
brown colour, as also the wings, which have a
little white at their tips. The orbits, the throat,
the sides of the. neck, the coverts of the tail,
yellow, tge breast of the same colour, but with
brown marxs; the belly white; the legs brown,
about fifteen lmes long, and yellow in the toes.

This bird is commron in St. Jago, dnce the
capital of Jamaica; it lodges generally in the
bushes. Its stomach is very muscular, and
lined with a thin, loose, insensible membrane.
Sloane found nothing in the gizzard of the

# Marcgrave.

4 Oriolus Brasilianus. — Gmel, Icterus Brasiliensis.—
Briss. Muscicapa e fusco et luteo varias=~Sloare. The Bra-
zilian Oriole-—Lath, . :
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individual which he dissected, but he observed
that the intestines made a great number of
circumvolutions.

The same author mentions a variety, which
differs only because it has less yellow in its
plumage. -

This bird may be reckoned a Troupiale, on
account of the form of its bill; but it is cer-
tainly different from the Japacani.
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THE XOCHITOL AND .THE
COSTOTOL *,

_ Brisson makes the Xochitol of Fernandez.the
tenth species of his Troupiale of New Spain,
and which the Spanish naturalist considers as
only the adult Costotol. But he takes notice of
two Costotols, which are pretty much alike;
but if they differ in some degree, we must
refer what Fernandez says here to the Costotol
of chep. xxviii.

If we compare the description of the Xochitol
of chap. cxxii. to that of chap xxviii. we shall
meet with contradictions which it will be dif-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Orrorus CosToToTL. O. niger, pectore abdomine crisso
caudaque fulvis nigro variegatis, tectricibus alarum subtus
albo nigroque variis,—Lath. Ind. Ora.i. p. 177. No. 12,

ORr10LUS COSTOTOTL.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 385.

XoCHITOTOTL.—Rait Syn, i. p. 167. 11.

CozToToTL.—Raii Syn. p. 90 4. (junior.)

IcTERus NovE HisPANIE.—Bris. ii. p. 95. 10.

XocHITOL et COSTOTOL.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 131.

NEW SPAIN ORIOLE.—Latk. Syn. ii. p. 427. 11.

HABITAT

in Nova Hispania, W,
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ficult to reconcile; for is it possible that the
Costotol, which when so much grown as to be-
able to sing is only of the size of a canarybird,
should afterwards acquire the bulk of a stare?
that when young it has the sweet warble of the
Goldfinch, but after it is adult, and received
the name of the Xochitol, it should have the
disagreeable chatter of the magpie? But wide
différences also occur in-the plumage; in the
Costotol, the head and the under pirt of the
body are yellow, while in the Xochitol they
are black: in the former, the wings are- yellow
. tipped with black ; in the latter, they are’va-
riegated with black and white above, and cine.’
reous below, without a single yellow feather.
But all these contradictions will vanish, if)’
instead of the Xochitol of chap. cxxii. we sub.
stituteé the Xochitol or flowery bird of chap.
cxxiv. The size is nearly the same, being that’
of the Sparrow; its warble is pleasant, like that
of the Costotol, the yellow of which is'mingled
with other colours that variegate the plumage
of the former: they are both an agreeable food.
Xochitol resembles in two circumstances the
Troupiales; it lives' upon insects and seeds, and
hangs its nest from the ends of small branches.
The only difference which can be remarked be-
tween the Xochitol of chap. cxxv. and the
Costotol, is, that the latter is found in warm
countries only, while the former inhabits all
-climates without®distinction. But is it not
likely that Xochitols go to breed in warm
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countries, where their young, or'the Costotols,
remain til] they are grown up, or are Xochito}s,
and able to accompany their parents into
colder climates? In the Costotol, the plumage
iy yellow, as I have said, and the tips of the
wings hlack; and in the Xochitol of chap,
¢xxv, the plumage is variegated with pale yel-.
low, brown, white:and blackish. :

\ " Brisson has indeed made the Jatter his. ﬁrst
carouge ; but as it suspends its nest like the
Trouplales, we have a decisive reason to range
it with these; except we reckon as angther
Troupiale the Xochltol of chap. cxxii. of Fer-
nandez, which is of the size of a stave; its
breast, belly, and tail, of a saffron colour, varj-
egated with a ljttle bldck ; its wings variegated
with black and white below and -cinercous
above; its head, and the rest of its body,
black ;- it has the chatter of the Magpie, and its
flesh isgood eating *.

* 'This So’nth American bird is very rare in the neighbour-

hood of Cayenne. There is one specimen in the collection
at Paris, and Daudin had another in his cabinet. w. -
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FerNANDEz considered this bird as a wood-
ecker, on account of its long and pointed-
ﬁill ; but this character belongs also te the Trou-
piales, nor can I perceive in‘the description of
Fernandez any other discriminating qualities
of the woodpeckers. I shall therefore leave it
among the troupiales, where Brisson has

placed it. »
It is of the bulk of 4§ .stare; it lives in the

' CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, --

OrioLus CINEREUS. O. flavo nigroque varius, dorsd
femoribug abdomineque cinereis.—Latk. Ind.Ora. i. p. 178.
No. 13,

QRioLus CINEREUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 386,

IcTERUS CINEREUS.—Bris. ii. p. 96, 11.

OcocoLIN.—Raii Syn, p. 163.

TocoLIN.—Buff. par Sepn, xlv. p. 136.

GREY ORJOLE,—Lgth. Syn. ii. p, 427. 12.

HARITAT
in nempribus nova Hispaniz. w.
+ Its true name is Ococolin; but as I had appropriated
it to another bird, Lhave here changed it, by prefixing the
letter T of Troupiale.
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woods, and nestles on trees. [Its plumage is
beautifully variegated with yellow and black,
excepting the back, the belly, and the feet,

which are cinereous.
The Tocolin is destitute of song, but its

flesh is good ; "it inhabits Mexico.
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Tuis is the true Acolchi of Fernandez. It
is called the Commander , on account of a fine
red mark on the anterior part of its wings,
whigh in some measure resembles the badge of
the order of kmighthood. The effect is here
the more striking, as it is thrown upon a

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORI0LUS PHENICEUS. O. niger, alarum tectiicibus fulvis.
Lath, Ind. Orn. i. p. 178, No. 14.

ORI0LUS PHENICEUS,—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 386.

IcTERUS PTEROPHENICEUS. —Brs. ii. p. 97. 12.

PTEROPH&ENICEUS INDIARUM.—IV3dl. p. 302.

LE CoOMMANDEUR.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 138,

LE TROUPIALE 3 AILES RouGEs.—P!. Enl. 402.

ACOLCHICHI.—Ran Syn. p. 166. 6.

SCARLET - FLATHERLD INDIAN Birp, — Will, (Angl)
p- 391,

RED-WINGED STARLING.—Cates. i. t. 13.—Alb. i. t. 38,
—Du Pratz. ii. 91.—Kaim. Tr, t. p. 201.

RED-WINGED ORIOLL.—Arct. Zool. ii. No. 140.—Lath,
Syn. ii. p. 428. 13.

HABITAT

in America septentrionali, gregibus numerosissimis. ~ J¥.

+ In Spanish, Commendadoza.
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ground of shining glossy black ; for that is the
general colour not only of its plumage, but of
its bill, feet, and nails. There are, howevet,
some slight exceptions, the iris is white, and
the base of the bill is encircled by a narrow
ring of red ; the bill also inclines sometimes to
brown rathel than black, according to Albin.

But the real colour of the mark on the wings
is not a pure red, according to Fernandez, but
is tarnished with a rufous tint, which increases
and becomes at last the predominant colour.
'These sometimes separate, the red occupying
the anterior and the more elevated part of the
spot; yellow, the posterior and lower. But is
this true with regard to all the individuals, or
has not that been ascribed to the whole species
which is applicahle only to the females? We
are certain that in these the spot on the wings
is not of so bright a red; besides that distinc-
tion, the black of their plumage is mixed with
grey, and they are smaller.

The red-wing is nearly of the size and shape
.of the.stare; its extreme length is eight or
nine inches, and its alar extent thirteen or
fourteen ; it weighs three ounces and a half.

These birds inhabit the cold as well as the
warm countries: they are found in Virginia, -
Carolina, Louisiana, Mexico, &c. They are
peculiar to the New World, though ene was
killed in the environs of London; but this had
doubtless escaped from its cage. They can be
easily tamed, and- taught to speak ; and they
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are fond of. singing and playing, whether they
be confiped, or allowed to  run through the
Hbuse; for they are very familiar and lively.

- The omne killed near London was opened; in

its stomach was found -caterpillars, beetles,
and maggots. But in America they feed on
wheat, maize, &c. and are very destructive.
[hey fly in numerous flocks, and, like the
stares of Europe, joining other birds equally
destructive, as the Jamaica magpies, they pour
thejr famished squadrons on the standing: crops
and sown fields; but the havoc which they
commit is by far greatest in tlie warm regions,
and.near the sea-coast. '

. Whitn the planters fire on these combined
flocks, birds fall of different kinds, and before
the piece can be again charged another ﬂxght
arrives.

Catesby informs us, that in Carolina and
Virginia they always breed amnong the rushes;
they interweave the points ‘of these so as to
form a sort of roof or shed, under which.they
build theis nest, and at so proper-a height that
it can never be reached by the highest floods.
This constructioh is very different from that
of our first Troupiale, and shews a different.
instinct, and therefore proves thatitis a distinct
species.

Fernandez pretends that they nestle on the
trees near the plantations : has this species dif-

ferent customs accommodated. to the' dlﬂ“erent
countries where it is found ?
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 The Red-wings appear ih Lotisian4''in the
wihter only; but they are thén s¢’ ndmerous thit
three hundred have been sométimes caught'itt a
single drawv of the net. ' For this purpose is
used a long and very nafrow fiet of silk, in tWwo
parts, -like that for larks. % When they ititend
to spread it,” says'Le Page Dupratz, “th
¢lear a place near the wood, and m#ke a kitid
path, which is smooth and beaten, on Wﬁfé:ﬁ
they strew a train of rice 'or other grain, and
tétire to conceal themselves behind a bush
where the drag-cord is brought. When 'thie
flocks of red-wings pass over the spot, ‘they
quickly descry the bait, light, and-are caught
inaninstant. It is necessary to'dispatch them,
it being impossible to collect so many alive” *
But they are destroyed chiefly as being per-
nicious birds, for though they sometimes grow
very fat, their flesh is always indifferent éat-
. ing ; another point of resemblance to thé stares
of Europe. - - o
I'have seen at Abbé Aubri’s a.variety ‘of this
species,’in which the head and the upper part
of the neck was of a light fulvous colour. The
rest of its plimage was the s¢me as usual. This
first varicty seems to shew that the bird re-
presented in the Plinches Enluminées, No. 343,
by the name of Cayenne Carouge, is a second,
which differs from the first in wanting the red
spots on the wings only; for the rest of its
plumage is exactly the same ; the size 1s nearly
alike, and the same proportions take place; and
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the difference -between the climates is not so
.great, but that we may suppose a bird could be
équally reconciled to both. -

We need only compare No. 402, and Fig. g,
No. 236, of the Planches Enlummées, to be
go.uvmced that the bird engra.ved in the latter
under the- name of Cayenne Troupiak, is only
s second variety of the species of No. 40%,
under the name of Red-winged Troupiales of
Layisiana, which iy the subject of the present
article. It is nearly the same in size, shape,
and in the kind and distribution of the colours;
except that, in No. 236, the red tinges not only
the anterior part of the wings, but is spread
over the throat, the origin of the neck, a por-
tion of the belly, and even the iris.

If we next compare this bird, No. 236, with
the one represented, No. 536, under the name
of Guiana [roupiale, we shall perceive that the
latter is a variety of the former, arising from
the difference of age or sex. All the colours
are fainter; the red feathers are edged with
white, and the black or blackish with light
grey; so that the figure of each feather is dis-
tinctly marked, ahd the bird looks as if it were
covered with scales. But the distribution of
the colours is the same, the bulk the same, the
climate the same, &c. It is impossible to dis-
cover so many relations subsisting between
birds of different species.

Iam informed that these frequent the Savan-
nas, in the island of Cayenne, and commonly
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lodge in the bushes, and that some people give
them the name of Cardinal*.

* In North America it is sometimes called the Swamp
Blackbird. 'They appear in New- York about April, and
retire in ‘October to-the Soiith. In some of thé' cblonies a
premium of three pence the dozen was offered#for destroying
them ; and several farmers had the precaution to ste¢p their
Indian com in a decoc;twn of white hellebore before; ghey
sowed it. Their nest is snspended amopg the byshes and
reeds in sequestered swamps; it is strong, covered extern’;l'z
with plastered broad grass, and lined thickly with bent.
eggs are white, with stattered black streaks.
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THE BLACK TROUPIALES®.

Tue dark colour of this bird has procured it
the names of Crow, Blackbird, and Daw.=~
But this is not so deep nor so uniform as has
beén alleged ; the plamage i cértain positions
is of a black, changing with greenisﬁ reflex-
ions, especially on the head, the upper part ef
the body, -the tail, ahd the wings.

It is of the size of a blackbird, bemg téil
inches long, and fifteen® or sixteen across the
wings, which when closed reach to the middle
of the tail; this is four inches and a half in

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrroLus NIGER. O. nigro-virescens, remigibus rectrici-
busque lateralibus intus subtusque nigris.—Lath. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 185, No, 39.

OR10LUS NIGER.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 393.

IcTERUS NIGER.—Bris. ji. p. 103. 15. . 10. 1. 2.

Lx TrouPIALE NoiR.—Buff. Pl. Enl, 534.—Buff. par Somn.
xlv. p. 149. '

BrAck ORIOLE.—Arct. Zool. ii. No, 144.—Lath. Syn. il
P. 449, 37.

HABITAT
in. America septentriopali,—10 pollices longus,—Gregerius.

VOL. III. Q
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length, tapered, and consisting of twelve
quills. The bill is more than an inch, and the
mid-toe is longer than the leg, or rather the
tarsus.

This bird is settled in St. Domingo, and is
very common in some parts of Jamaica, par-
ticularly between Spanish-town and Passage-
fort. Its stomach is muscular, and generally
contains caterpillars and other insects *

* It inhabits also the whole extent of North America.
They arrive at Hudson’s Bay in June, and sing sweetly till
their incubation, during which they only make a sort of
chucking. They build their nests with grass and moss, on
trees at the height of eight feet. Their eggs are five in num-
ber, dusky, and spotted with black. After hatching, they
resume their warble; and gollect in vast flocks to retire in

September.
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THE LITTLE BLACK TROUPIALE*.

I uave seen another black Troupiale from
America, but much smaller, and even inferior
to the red-wing thrush in size: it was six
or seven inches long, and its tail, which was
square, only two inches and a half, and extend-
ed an inch beyond the wings.

The plumage was entirely black, but more
glossy and floating, witl} blueish reflexions on
the head and the contiguous parts. It is said
that this bird can be easily tamed, and taught to
live familiarly in the house.

The bird of No. 606, Planches Enlummées,
is probably the female of this; for it is entirely

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrioLus MiNoR. O. niger nitidus, capite ccerulescente.
—Lath, Ind. Orn. 1. p. 185. No. 40.

ORr10LUS MINOR.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 394.

Le PeTIT TROUPIALE NOIR.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 162,

LE TROUPIALE de la CAROLINE,—P!I. Enl. 606.1. (Fem.)

LESSER BLACK ORIOLE.—Arct. Zool. ii. No. 144. sub

finem.---Lath. Syn. ii. p. 446. 38.
HABITAT

in America septentrionali.

Q2
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of 4 black or blackish colour, except the head
and the tail, which are of alighter tint, ag
is commonly the case in females, We also

erceive the blueish reflexions which were re-
marked in the plumage of the male ; but these
appear nat oy, the feathers of the head, but an
those of the tail and the wings.

No naturalist has, I agpreh’end, taken notice

of this species,
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THE BLACK -CAPPED 'T'ROU-
" PIALE*

Tnts bird appears to be entirely the same
species with Brisson’s Brown Troupiale of
New Spain. To form an idea of its plumage,
imagine a bird of a fine yellow, witha black
cap and mantle. The tail is of the same colour,
and spotless; but the black on the wings is
somewhat interrupted by the white which bor-
ders the coverts, and again appears on the tips
of the quills. Its bill ig of a light grey, with
an orange tinge, and the legs are chesnut.—It
is found in Mexico, and in the island of
Cayenne:

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORIOLUS MEXICANUS: O. nigricans, subtus capiteque
luteus.—Loth. Iiid. Ore. i. p. 179. No. 18,

'OR10LUS MEXICANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 388.

Icrerus Fuscus Nove HisPAN1E.—Bris. ii. p. 105. 17,

LE TROUPIALE 2 CALOTTE NoIRE—Buf. Pl Enl. 633.
—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 1566.

BLACK-CROWNED ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 431, 17

HABITAT

in Mexico, Cayana,~—8% pojlices longus. w.
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THE SPOTTED TROUPIALE OF
CAYENNE™*

Tue spots which occur in this small Trou-
piale are owing to this circumstance, that
almost all the fcathers, which are brown or
blackish in the middle, are edged with ycllow,
more or less inclined to orange on the wings,
the tail, and the lower part of the body. The
throat is of a pure white; a streak of the same
colour which passes close under the eye
stretches back between two parallel black
streaks, one of which accompanies the white
above, and the other bends round the eye be-
low; the iris is of a bright orange, almost red :
—All these give a lively appearance to the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

-ORr10LUS MELANCHoLICUS. O. fusco-nigricans, corporis
superioris pennis margine flavis, inferioris alarum caudz-
que fulvis, fascia oculorum gulague albis.—Lath. Ind.
. Orn.i. p. 184. No. 33. Var. 8.

Le TrouPiALE TACHETE' de CAYENNE.— Buff. par Sonn.
xlv. p. 158.—Dujt. Pl Enl. 448. f. 12.—Lath. Syn. ii.
p- 412. 31. A, ’

SCOMBURGER.—Edw. t. 85..

HABITAT.

in Cayana.
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male; for though the iris is orange also in the
female, its plumage is of a tarnished yellow,
which mingling with a pale white, produces an
unpleasant uniformity.

The bill is thick and pointed, as in the’
Troupiales, apil cinereous ; the legs are flesh-
coloured. Its proportion may be conceived
from the figure.

The spotted Carouge of Brisson, which in
many respects resembles the Troupiale of this
article, differs from it in several important cir-
cumstances. It is not half the size, its hind
nail is longer, its iris is hazel, its bill flesh-
coloured, its throat, -and the sides of its neck,
black; and lastly, the beclly, the legs, above
and below the tail, are wjthout a single spot.

Edwards hesitated to which of two species he
should refer it; to the thrush, or to the or-
tolan. Klein decides very readily, that it be-
longs to neither, but to the chaffinch ; yct not-
withstanding his decision, the shape of its bill,
and the identity of the climate, determine me
to adopt the opinion of Brisson, who makes it
a Carouge,
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THE OLIVE TROUPIALE OF
CAYENNE*

THis bird is only six or seven inches long.
It owes its name to the olive colour which
prevails on the hind part of its neck, its back,
its tail, its belly, and the coverts of its wings.
But this colour is not uniform; it'is darker on
the neck, the back, and the adjacent coverts of
the wings, and somewhat less so on the tail;
it is much lighter under the tail, and also on a
great part of the coverts of the wings, which
are furthest from the back; with this dif-
ference between the large and the small sort,
that the latter have no mixture of colour,
while the former are varicgated with brown.

* CHARACTER SPECIFIOUS

OrioLus OLivaceus. O, ohvaceus, capite gula Jugu-
loque fuscis nitidis, pectore flavescente.— Latk. Fnd. Orn. i.
p. 186. No. 41. (
. ORIOLUS OLIVACEUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 394.
LE TroUPIALE OLIVE de CAYENNE.—Buf. Pl. Enl. 606.
f. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 161.
CAYENNE OLIVE OR10LE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 447. 39.

HABITAT

in Cayana,—8 pollices longus. w.
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T'he head, the throat, the fore-part of the neck
and the breast, are of a glossy brown, deeper
under the throat, and inclining to orange on
the breast, and running into the olive colour of
the lower part of the body. The bill and legs
are black; the wing-quills, and the large co-
verts nearest the outer edge, are of the same
colour, but bordered with white.

The shape of its bill is the same as that of
the other Troupiales; its tail is long, and its
wings when closed do not reach the third of the
length *.

" Daudin had a Troupiale from Cayenne, nearly similar
to. the gne just described : it differed ouly in the olive tint
which was more generally spread over the plumage; in
baving a whitish-grey throat, sbrown feet, and the down at
the base of the feathers, which indicates a young bird,
Sonnini thinks it ought to be considered as the young of the °
olive Troupiale. w.
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THE WEAVER ORIOLE*.

Tue two birds figured No. 375 and 376,
Pl. Enl. were brought by the captain of a ship
who had collected forty birds from different
countries, Senegal, Madagascar, &c. and who
had called them Sencgal chaffinches. They
have been termed Senegal Troupiales;’ but that
appellation seems very improper ; for the cli-
matc is diffcrent from that of the Troupiales,
and the Weaver is ‘widely distinguished by the
proportions of its bill} tail, and wings, and
the manner in which it builds its nest. It is

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORrioLus TrxTorR. O. fulvo-luteus, capite fusco-auréo,
remigibuis ree hi(.ibusque nigris, margine fulvis.—Lat4. Ind.
Orn.i. p. 180. No. 2

ORrIioLUS TEXTOR. —Gmel Syst. i. p. 390.

Lk Cap-MORE +—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 165.

LE TROUPIALE du SENEGAL.—P/, Enl. 375, (mas.)—1d.

376. (femina.)
WEAVER ORIOLE.—Lathk. Syn. ii. p. 435. 21.

HABITAT

in Sencgala. w.

+ The name Cap-more is contracted iy Capuchon-moraoré,
which denotes its cowl of @ dusky golden gloss.
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perhaps the Afiican representative of the Ame-
rican specics. The two which we. have men-
tioned belonging to a lady of high rank, who
allowed them to be designed at her house, and
has obligingly communicated some particulars
that oecurred with regard to the way in which
they conducted themselves. This is the only
source of information which we have.

The eldest had a kind of cowl, which appear-
ed of a brown-gold gloss in the sun; this cowl
disappearcd in the moulting during the autumn,
leaving the head of a yellow colour; but it
again returned in the spring, and was con-
stantly renewed the succeeding years. The
chief colour of the rest of the body was yellow,
more or less inclined tq@ orange; this was the
predominant colour on the back, and on the
lower part of the body ; it bordered the coverts
of the wings, their quills, and those of the tail,
which were all of a blackish ground.

The young one had no cowl till the end of
the second year, and did not even change its
colours beferce thiat time; which occasioned its
being mistaken for a female, and designed as
such, No. 376. This mistake was excusable,
since the distinction of sexes is not apparent
during infancy, and one of the principal cha-
racters of the females is that of preserving long

the marks of youth.
Before the change which took place in the

colours of its pigmage, the yellow was of a
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lighter tint than in the old one; it sptead ove
the throat, tlie neck, the breast, and l3ordercd\,
asin the other, all the quills of the tail and of
the wings. The back was of an olive-brown,
which extended beyond the neck as far as the
head. In both the iris was orangs, the bill of
a horn colodr, thicker and shorter than in the
Troupiale, and the legs reddish.

These two birds lived in the same tage, and
at first upon good terms with each other; the
young one sat generally on the highest bar,
holding its bill close to the other; which it an-
swered, by clapping its wings, and with a sub«
missive air:

They werc obsetved in the spring to inters
wveave chickweed in the grating of their cage;
this was therefore conceived as an indication of
their desire to nestle. They were supplied
with small rushes, and they buil§ a nest so ca-
pacious as to conceal one of them entirely. The
following year they renewed their labour; but
the young one being new. clothed in the plum-
age of its sex, was driven off by the other, and
obliged to conduct its work alone in another
corner of the cage. But it was still persecuted,
‘and, notwithstanding its submissive behaviour,
it was often so roughly treated as to be left in-
sensible. They were separated, and each was
intent on building ; but the labours of one day
were often destroyed in the succeeding :—a nest
as not the production of an ingfvidual.
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They had both a singular kind of song,
somewhat shrill, but very sprightly, The old
one died suddenly, and the young one was cut
off by epileptic fits, Their size was rather in-
ferior to that of our first Trouplale and their
wings and tail were also pmportxonably
shorter,
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THE WHISTLER *

I seE no reason why Brisson has reckoned
this bird a Baltimore, for both in the shape of
its bill and in the proportions of its tarsus it
seems more rclated to the Troupiales. But I
leave the matter undecided, placing it betwecen
the Troupiales and Baltimores, and applying the
vulgar name which it receives in St. Domingo,
on account of its shrill notes.

This bird is in general brown above, except
the rump and the small coverts of the wings,
which are of a greenish yellow, as also in the
whole under-part of the body; but this colour
is dusky below the throat, and varicgated with

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Oriorus VIRripis. O. fusco olivaceus, subtus uropygio-
que viridi-olivaceus, remigibus fuscis extus‘olivaceis, in-
tus albicantibus.—Latk. Ind. Ora, i. p. 184. No. 35.

ORri10LUS VIRIDIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. pe 395.

IcTerus MINoRr ViRIDIS.—Bris. ii. p. 113, 21. t. 10. f. 2.

Lx TROUPIALE de ST. DOMINGUE, SIFFLEUR.—Buff. PL.
Enl. 236. f. 1.

LE StFFLEUR.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 170.

WHISTLER ORIOLE.—Luth, Synn. ii. p. 443. 34.

IIABITAT

in 8, Dominici insula.—7 pollices longus. w.



THE WHISTLER. 239

rusty on the neck and breast; the great coverts
and the quills of the wings, as well as the
twelve of the tail, are edged with yellow. But
to form an accurate idea of the plumage of the
Whistler, we must imagine an olive tint of
various intensity spread over all the colours
without exception. To characterise the pre-
dominant colour of the plumage of this bird,
therefore, we ought to take olive and not
green, as Brisson has done.

The Whistler is of the size of a chaffinch;
it is about seven inches long, and ten or twelve
inches across the wings; the tail, which is un-
equally tapered, is three inches in length, and

the bill nine or ten lines.
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THE BALTIMORE *

Tuis bird owes its name to some resemblance,
that is perceived between the nature and distri-
bution of the colours of its plumage, and the
arms of Lord Baltimoret. It is a small bird of"
the size of a house’sparrow, and weighing little
more than an ounce; its length is six or seven
inches, its alar extent eleven or twelve, its tail
composed of twelve quills, and two os three
inches long, stretchingmore than a half bcyond
the wings when closed. A sort of cowl of a

* CHARAETER SPECIFICUS.

OrroLus BALTIMORE. O, nigricans, subtus fasciaque
alarum fulvus.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 180. No. 20.

OR10LUS BALTIMORE.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 389.

IcTERUS MINOR.—Bris. ii. p. 109. 19. v. 12. f. 1.

LE BALTIMORE.—Buff. Pl Enl. 508 f1 —Buff. par
Sonn. xlv. p. 131,

BALTIMORE BIRD.—Arct. Zool. ii. p. 142. t. 12.— -Cutes. Ca)
i. t, 48.—Lath. Syn. . p. 432. 19.

. ' MABITAT
in America septentrionali.—7 pellices longus.—Migratoria.

+ Lord Baltimore was a Romn-caﬁohc nobleman, wbo.
obtained the grant of Maryland, which he planted, "'¥.
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fine black covers the head, and descends before
upon the throat, and behind as far as the shoul-
ders: the great coverts and the quills of the
wings are also black, like those of the tail; but
the former are edged with white, and the latter
tipped with orange, which is the broader the
farther they are from the mid-ones, in which it
is winting. The rest of the plumage is of a
beautiful orange; and lastly, the bill and legs
are of a lead colour.

In the female, which I examined in the
royal cabinet, all the fore-part was of a fine
black, as in the male, the tail of the same co-
lour, the great coverts -and the wing-quills
blackish, the whole without any mixture of
other colour; and what was so beautiful an
orange in the male, was only a dirty red in the
female, :

I have already said, that the bill of the Balti-
mores was not only proportionably shorter and
straighter than in the carouges, the troupiales,
and the cassiques, but of a peculiar shape : it is
a pyramid of five sides, two belonging to the
upper mandible, and three to the Jower. I shall
add, that its lcg, or rather its tarsus, is more
slender than in the carouges and troupiales.

The Baltimores disappear in the winter, at
least in Virginia and Maryland, -where Catesby
observed them. They are also found in Canada,
but Catesby met with none in Carolina.

"They build their nests on large trees, such as

VOL, III, R
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the polars, the tulip-trees® &c. They fix it
to the end of a thick branch, and commonly
support it by two small shoots which enter its
sides ; in which circumstance the nests of the
Baltimores seem to resemble those of the lo-

riots T,

* The tulip-tree, Liriodendron-Tulipifera, LINN. is pe-
culiar to America, and so called because its flower-cup re-
sembles a tulip in size and shape, and has somewhat of the
same tints. T.

+ The nest is cyriously woven of tough filaments of plants,
intermixed with wool, and lined with hair. Itis pear-shaped,
open at top, with a hole in the side, by which the young are
fed and void their excrements. In some parts of North
America it i3 called, op account of its brilliancy, the fiery

- hang-nest, M.
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THE BASTARD BALTIMORE*.

TH1s bird was no doubt so called because the
colours of its plumage are not so lively as in the
Baltimore, and for this reason it may be con-
sidered as a degraded race. In fact,-when we
compare these birds, and find an exact corre-
spondence in every thing, except in the co-
lours, and not even in the distribution of these,
but only in the different tints which they as-
sume, we cannot hesitate to infer that the
Bastard Baltimore is a variety of a more ge-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrioLUs SPURIUS. O. niger, subtus fulvus, fascia alarum
alba.—Lathk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 180. No. 21.

ORr1oLUS SPURIUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 389.

IcTERUS Milior SPURIUS.—Bris. ii. p. 111, 20. t. 10. £. 3.

LE BALTIMORE BATARD.—Buyf. Pl. Enl. 508. 2.—Buf.

par Sonn. xlv. p. 180, No. 21.
BASTARD BALTIMORE.— Arct. Zool. ii. No. 143.—~Cat. Car.

i- t- ‘_19.--1’40!&. Syn- ii- p- 488- 20‘

HABITAT

in America septentrionali. w.

+ Sonnini says this is not a distinct species, but the female

of the preceding article, w.
R 2
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nerous race, degenerated by the influence of
climate, or some other accidental cause. The
black on the head is somewhat mottled, that of
the throat pure; that part of the hood which
falls behind is of an olive grey, which becomes
darker as it approaches the back. Whatever in
the preceding was bright orange, is in the pre-
sent yellow, bordering on orange, and more
vivid on the breast apd the coverts of the tail
than on any other place. The wings are brown,
but thejr great coverts and their quills are of 3
dirty white, Of the twelve tail quills, the two
central ones are blackish near their middle,
olive at their origin, and yecllow at their-ex- -
tremity ; the next one on either side shews the
two first colours mixed, confusedly ; and in the
four following quills, the last two colours are
melted together. In a word, the true Baltimore
bears the same relation to the bastard one in
respect to the colours of the plumage, that the
latter bears to its female; in which the upper
part of the body is of a dusky white,. and the
under of a yellowish white *.

" ® In the state of New-York it usyally arrives in May;
sttaches its nest to an apple-tree, and lays five eggs.
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THE YELLOW CASSIQUE of Brazil,
or, the YAPOU *

WHEN we compare the Cassiques with the
troupiales, the carouges, and the baltimotes,
all which have many common properties, we
perceive that they are larger, that their bill is
stronger, and their legs proportionably shorter;
not to mention the difference in the general
appearance which it would be difficult to de-

scribe.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrioLus Persicus. O. niger, dorso postico macula
tectricum alarum basique rectricum luteis.—Latk. Ind.
Orn. i.p. 173. No. 1.

ORr1oLUs PERsicus.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 388.

Cassicus LuTEus.—Bris. ii. p. 100. 14. 1. 9. f.1.

Pica PERrsicA ALDR.—Raii Syn. p. 42. 4.—Will. p. 90.

LE CassiQUE JAUNE—Bwf. Pl Enl. 184,—Buf. par
Sonn. xlv. p, 188. ’

BLACK AND YELLOW ORIOLE t.—Latk. Syn. ii. p, 418, 1:

HABITAT
in America meridionali. w.

4 In Latin it has also been called Pica, Picus Minor, Cissa,
Nigra, &c.; in Italian, Gazza, or Zalls di Terra Nuova; in
Englisb, The Black and White Daw of Brazil, .
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Several authors have given figures and de-
scriptions of the Yellow Cassique under dif-
ferent names, and scarcely two of these ex-
actly correspond.—But before we proceed to
. consider the varieties in detail, it will be pro-
per to separate a bird, the characters of which
seem to be widely distant from those of the
Yellow Cassique of Brazil: it is the Persian
magpie of Aldrovandus. That naturalist de-
scribes it merely from a drawing, which had
been sent from Venice. He reckons it to be of
the size of our Magpie. Its predominant co-
lour is not black, but only duskish (subfuscum) ;
its bill is very thick, somewhat short (brevius-
culum), and whitish; its eyes white, and its
nails small; whereas ¢he Yapou is scarcely
larger than a blackbird, and the dark part of
its plumage is jet black; its bill is pretty long,
of the colour of sulphur, its iris is like sapphire,
and its nails of considerable strength, according
to Edwards, and even very strong and hooked,
according to Belon. We cannot doubt that birds
so distinct belong to different spectes; especi-
ally if Aldrovandus’s information be true, that
his bird is a native of Persia,’ for we are certain
that the Yapou is American.

The principal colours of the Yapou are con-
stantly black and yellow, but the distribution
is not uniformly the same, and varies in dif-
ferent individuals.—The one, for instance,
which we have caused to be designed is entirely
black, except the bill and the iris, as we have
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said, and the great coverts of the wings nearest
the body, which are yellow, as also all the
hinid-part of the body, both'above and below,
from the thighs inclusively as fat as the middle
of the tail, and even beyond it.—In another,
which was .brought from Cayenne and lodged
in the royal cabinet, and which is larger than
the preceding, there is less yellow on the wings,
and none at all on the lower part of the thigh,
and the legs appear proportionably stronger:—
it is probable a male.—In the black and white
pye of Edwards, which is evidently the same
bird with ours, there is on four or five of the
yellow coverts of the wings a black spot near
their extremity ; and besides this, the black
has purple reflexions, sand the bird is rather
larger.—In the Yapou or Jupujuba of Marc-
grave, the tail is mottled with black and white
only below;. for its upper surface is entirely
black, except the outmost feather on each side,
which is yellow half its length.

1t follows, therefore, that the colours of the
plumage cre by no means fixed and invariable
in thisspecies, which inclines me to believe, with
Marcgrave *, that the bird which Brisson calls
the Red Cassique, is only a variety of the same.
I shall afterwards state my reasons f.

* I saw some entirely black, having the back of a blood
colour—MARCGRAVE.
t The Yapou is easily tamed, and becomes as familiar as
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the troupiale, * Its voice is clear and loud, and it readily im#
tates different sounds. Flocks of them collect together in
their native woods, and, when perched in the trees, they
appear, by the various noises which they make, to be mock-
ing the persons who are near them. They feed on insects
and seeds of different kinds. They suspend their nests from
the ends of the highest branches, and generally near the
water. w.
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VARIETIES OF THE YAPOU

I

THE RED CASSIQUE of Brazil, or the
JUPUBA*,

Tars is one of the names which Marcgrave
gives to the Yapou, and which I apply to the
Red Cassique of Brisson, because it resembles
that bird in the essential points; the same pro-
portions, the same size, the same aspect, the
same Dbill, the same legs, and the same deep
black diffused through most of its plumage. It
is true, that the lower part of the back is red
instead of yellow, and the under surface of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORrioLus HEMORRHOUS. O. niger, uropygio crissoque
coccineis.— Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 174. No. 2.
ORr10LUS HEMORRBOUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 887.
Cassicus RUBER.—Bris. ii. p. 98. 13. t. 8. f. 2.
LE CAssiQUE RouGE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 482.
VARIETE' de I'YaPOU.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 199.
" RED-RUMPED ORIOLE.— Lath. Syn. ii. p.420. 2,

HABITAT

in Brasilia, Cayana.—11 pollices longus. Ww.
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body and of the tail entirely black; but this
cannot be considered as a material distinction
in a bird, whose plumage, we have already ob-
served, is subject to considerable variations.
Besides, yellow and red are contiguous colours,
and apt to melt into orange; a circumstance
which may be occasioned by difference of age,
of sex, of climate, or of season.

These birds are about twelve inches long, and
seventeen across the wings: the tail is forked
and blueish; the two mandibles are equally
arched downwards; the first phalany of the
outer toe in each foot seems to grow into the
mid-toe ; the tail consists of twelve quills, and
the under surface is white both below the black
and the yellow part of the plumage.

They construct their nests with grass, inter-
woven with horse-hair and hogs’ bristles, or
with vegetable productions which supply their
place, and they imitate the form of a cucurbit
fitted to its alembic. The nests are brown on
the outside, and about (.ighteen inches deep,
though the interior cavity is only a foot; the
upper part is thick and prominent for the space
of half a foot; and here they are suspended
from the extremities of small branches. Some-
times four hundred of these nests have been
seen at once hanging in a single tree, of the,
kind which the Brazilians call U¢: ; and as the
Yapous hatch thrice a year, the multiplication
must be prodigious. This instinct of nestling
in society on the same tree, marks some analogy
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II.
THE GREEN CASSIQUE of Cayenne *.

I shall not here be obliged to compare or dis-
cuss the relations of other authors ; for none has
taken notice of this bird. Nor can I produce
any information respecting its dispositions and
instincts. It is larger than the preceding ; its
bill is thicker at the base, and longer; and its
legs, though still as short, would appear to be
stronger. It has been very properly named the
Green Cassique, forall the fore-part both above
and below, and even the coverts of the wings,
are of that colour; the hind part is chesnut ; the
wing-quills are black, and those of the tail partly
black, partly yellow ; the legs are entirely black,
and the bill is all red.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORrioLUs CRISTATUS. O. capite cristato, corpore antice
viridi postice castaneo, remigibus rectricibusque 2 interme-
diis nigris, lateralibus flavis. —-Lallz Ind. Ora. i. p. 175.
No. 8. Var. +.

+ LE CAss1BUE VERT de CAYENNE.—Buf. par Sonn. xlv.
p. 203.—P!, Eal. 32 8.—Latk. Syn. ii. p, 422. 3. B.

HABITAT

in Cayana.—14 pollices longus. W.
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The length of this Cassique is fourteen inches,
and its alar extent eighteen or nineteen.

III.

THE CRESTED CASSIQUEL of
" Cayenne *.

This is also a new species, and the largest with
which we are acquainted. Its bill is proportion-
ably longer and firmer than in the others, but
its wings are shorter. Its extreme length is
eighteen inches, its tail five, and its bill two.
It is also distinguished from the preceding by
small feathers, which it bristles at pleasure on,
the top of its head, and which form a sort of
moveable crest. All the fore-part of this Cas-
sique, both above and below, including the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORrioLUs CRISTATUS. O. ater cristatus, dorso infimo uro-
pygio crissoque castaneis, rectricibus lateralibus flavis.—
Lath. Ind, Orn. i. p. 174. No. 3.

ORi1oLUS CRISTATUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 387.

Le CassiQue Huprpe’ de CAYENNE.—Buff. Pl Enl. 344.
—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 208. pl. 87. f. 2.

CRrESTED ORIOLE.— Lath. Syn. ji. p. 421. 3.

HABITAT.

in America australi.—18 pollices longus. w.
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wings and the legs, is black, and the whole of
the rest of a deep chesnut. In the tajl, which
is tapered, the two middle quills are black, like
‘those of the wings, but all the lateral ones are
yellow, and the bill is of tie sumé®colour.

1 have seen in the Royal Cabinet a specimen
which was rather of an inferior size, and in
which the tail was entirely yellow; but I am
not certain whether the two mid-quills were
plucked, for it had only eight quills in all.

1V,
THE CASSIQUE of Louisiana *.

. White, and changing violet, sometimes mixed
together, sometimes separated, arc all the co-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

ORrioLUs LrucoceErHALUS. O. nigro alboque varius, ca,
pite collo abdomise uropygioque albis, cauda cuneiformi.
—Lath. Ind. Orn. i, p. 175. No. 4.

OR10LUS LUDOVICIANUS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p, 387,

LE"Cassi1QuE de la LouisiANR.—Buff. PI. Enl..646.—Buf,
par Sonn. xlv. p. 209.

WHITE-HEADED ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 422. 4.—drct.

dool ii. No. 147.

UHABITAT

in Amerijca septentnonaln. Louisiana.—10 pollices longus.
W.
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lours of this bird. Its head is white, and also
its tail, belly, and rump; the feathers of the
wings and of the tail are of a waving violet, and
eged with white: the rest of the plumage is
dyed with a’mixture of these colours.

It is a new species, lately brought from Loui-
siana. We may add, that it is the smallest of
the Cassiques known ; its whole length is only
ten inches, and its wings when closéd reach
only to the middle of the tail, which is some-
what tapered.
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THE CAROUGE*

In genefa] the Bonanas are smaller, and have
a slendérer bill in proportion, than the Troupi-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORrIoLUS BoNANA. O. fulvus, capite pegforeque casta-
neis, dorse remigibus rectricibusque nigris.—Latk, Ind.
Orn. i. p. 181. No. 23.

ORrIoLUS BONANA.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 390,

XANTHORNUsf.—Bris. ii. p. }15. 22. t. 12, £.2,

Icterus MiNoR NIDUM SUSPENDENS. — Slar, Jam.
p. 299, 16. t. 257. 1.—Id. 300. 17. t. 258. 3.—Raii Syn.
p- 184. 27.

IctErUSs BoNANA.—Daud. Ora. ii. p. 832.

XOCHITOTOTL ALTERA.—Raii Syn. p. 167.12.

LE CAROUGE.—Buff. PIl. Enl. 535. f. 1.—Buff, par Sonn.
xlv. p. 211. pl. 87. fig. 1.

BoNANA BIRD,—Brown. Jam. p. 471.—Lath. Syn. il.
p- 436. 22,

HABITAT
in America meridionali et Antillis.—7 pollices longus. W.

+ Brisson regards it as the same with the Xochitol Altera
of Fernandeg, already noticed, But its plumage is different,
and though it iphabits the sape country, it builds its nest
differently. :
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ales. 'The subject of this article has its plumage
painted with three colours, apphcd in large bo-
dies.—These are, 1. Reddish-brown, which is
spread over all the fm e-part of the bird, on the
head, the neck, and the breast. 2. A velvet
black on the back, the feathers of the tail, those
of the wings, and their great coverts, and even
on the bill and the legs. 3. Decp orange on the
small coverts of the wings, the rump,®and the
coverts of the tail. All these colours are more
obscure in the female.

The length of the Bonana is seven inches,
that of its &ill six lines, that of its tail above
three inches ; its wings, when spread, measure
eleven inches, and when closed extend to the
middle of the tail, or beyond it. This bird was
brought from Martinico; that of Cayenne
(fig. 1, No. 607, PI. Enl) is smaller, and the
sort of cowl which covers its head, neck, &c. is
black, sprinkled with some small white spots on
the sides of the neck, and little reddish streaks
on the back; and lastly, the great coverts and
the middle feathers of the wings are edged with
white. But these differences are, I conceive,
too inconsiderable to prevent our supposing the
Caycnne Bonana a var mry of that of Martinico.
They construct a curious kind of nest, resem-
bling the quarter of a hollow globe ; and sew it
undcr the leaf of a Bonana, which shelters the
nest, and forms a part of it; the rest consists of
the fibres of the leaves. ‘
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In what has been said, -it would be difficult
to recognise the Spanish nightingale of Sloane*;
for that bird is in every respect smaller than the
Bonana, being only six English inches in length,
and nine across the wings; its plumage is dif-
ferent, and it constructs its nest in another
mode. It is a sort of bag, suspended from the
extremity of small branches by a thread which
they spimr out of a substance that they extract
from a parasite plant, called old man’s beard,
whicli many have mistaken for horse-hair. In
Sloane’s bird the base of the bill was whitish,
and encircled by a black ring ; the crown of the
head, the neck, the back, and the tail, were of
a light brown, or rather reddish grey; the
wings of a deeper brown, variegated with some
white feathers, the lower part of the tail marked
in its middle with a black line; she sides of the
neck, the breast, and the belly, of the colour of
a dead leaf. )

Sloane mentions a variety, either from age or
sex, which differs from the preceding, only
because its back has more of the yellow tint,
the brcast and belly of a brighter yellow,
and there is a greater share of black under
the bill. '

These birds haunt the woods, and have an
agreeable song. They feed on insects and
worms, for fragments of these are found in their

* Called also the Watchy Picket and American Hang-nest.,
It is the Oriolus Nidipendulus of Gmelin, and the Hdng-nest
Oriole of Latham, '

VOL. 1II. s
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gizzard or stomach, which is not muscular.
Their liver is divided into a great number of
lobes, and of a blackish colour.

I have seen a variety of the St. Domingo Ca-
rouges, or the Yellow Bottoms of Cayenne,
which I proceed to consider : it resembled much
the female Bonana of Martinico, except that its
head and neck were blacker. This confirms
my ided, that most of these species are related,
and that, notwithstanding our constant endea-
vour to reduce their number, we have still
carried the subdivisions too far ; especially with
regard to foreign birds, with which we are so
imperfectly acquainted.
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" THE- LESSER BONANA®,

TrE male and female of this species are repre-
sented No. 5, fig. 1, and fig. 2, Pl Enl. They
have a jargon nearly like that of our loriot, and
shrill like that of our magpie.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrroLus XaNTHORUs. O. luteus, gula remigibus rectri-
cibusque nigris.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 181. No. 26.

ORIOLUS XANTHORUS.—Grmel. Syst. i. p. 391.

X ANTHORNUS MEXICANUSt.—Bris. ii. p. 118. 23. ¢t.11. .2,

AYOQUANTOTOTL.—Raii Syn. p. 171,—Seb. ii. p. 102,
t. 96. 5.

LE CAROUGE du MEXIQUE.—PI Enl. 5. f. 1.

Le PETIT CUL-JAUNE de CAYENNE.—Buf. par Sona. xlv.
p- 217:

Lesser BoNANA BIrD: — Edw. 't. 243, —Lath. Syn. ii.
p- 438. 25.

HABITAT
in Jamaica et Mexico.—~7} pollices longus, W.

+ Brisson supposes it to be the same with the 4yoguantototl
of Fernandez, which indeed is of the same size, and its plum-
age coniposed of black, yellow, and white. But Fernandez
says nothing of the distribution of these colours, nor furnishes
any property chardcteristic of the species.

s 2
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They suspend their nests, which are of a
purse shape, from the extremity of small
branches, like the troupiales ; but I am informed
they choose the branches that are long and
naked, and select the trees that are stunted and
ill-formed, and lean over the course of a river.
It is also said that these nests are subdivided
into compartments for the separate families,
which has not been observed in the troupiales.

These birds are exceedingly crafty, and diffi-
cult to ensnare. They are nearly of the size of
a lark ; their length eight inches, their alar ex-
tent twelve or thirteen, the tail three or four
inches, and tapered, stretching more than half
beyond the closed wings. The principal colours
of those represented«No. 5, are yellow and
black. In fig. 1, the black is spread over the
throat, the bill, and the space between that and
the eye, the great coverts and the quills of the
wings, and of the tail, and the\legs; all the rest
is yellow. But we must observe, that the mid-
dle quills and the great coverts of the wings are
edged with white, and the latter semetimes en-
tirely white. In fig. 2, a part of the small co-
verts of the wings, the thighs, and the belly,
as far as the tail, are yellow, and the rest all
black *.

* With respect to the manners of this bird, Senaini was
informed that it generally lives on the fruit of the palm-trees,
but when this food fails, it eats rice, millet, and insects.
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We may consider, as varieties of this species,
1. The Yellow-headed American Carouge, or
Bonana, of ‘Brisson. The crown :of its head,
the small coverts of its tail, those of the wings,
. and the lower part of the thigh, are yellow, the
rest of the body entirely black or blackish : it
is about eight inches long, twelve inches across
the wings, the tail consisting of layers, contain-
ing twelve quills, each four inches long*.
2. The Bonana, or Carouge, of the island of St.
Thomas, whose plumage is also black, excepta
little yellow spot on the small coverts of the
wings : it has twelve quills in the tail, which is
tapered, as in the Lesser Bonana, but somewhat
longer, Edwards has designed one of the same
species, Pl. 322, which “has a remarkable de-
pression at the base of the upper mandible {.
3. The Jamac of Marcgrave, which difiers
very little from it with respect to size, and of
which the colours are the same, and distributed

They fly by couples in May and June, but nevertheless col-
lect every niglt in numerous flocks to roost in the palm-
trees. They are naturally ferocious, have a loud voice,
and when one of them is approached, it immediately alarms
those which are in the trees. It is the most beautiful bird in
St. Domingo, and, from the brilliancy of its colours, is there
called the Golden Slave. w.

* Oriolus Chrysocephalus—Linn, and Gmel. Xanthornus
Icterocephalus Americanus,—Bris. The Golden-headed
Oriole.—Lath. :

t+ Oriolus Cayanensis.—Linn. and Gmel. Xanthornus Cay-
anensis,.—Bris. The Yellow-winged Pye.—Edw. The Yel-
low-winged Oriole,.—Lat#,
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nearly in the same way as in fig. 1, except that
the head is black, that the white on the wings
is collected in a single spot, and that a black
line extends across the back from the one wing
to the other*

* Oriolus Jamaici.—Gwel. The Brazilian Oriol_g.--{'alb.
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THE YELLOW-HEADED ORIOLE*

Tuis is a Cayenne Bonanas, which has a
black plumage, and a sort of cap that covers the
head and part of the neck, but descends lower
before than behind. A black streak, which
stretches from the nostrils ta the eyes, and turns
round the bill, has been omitted in the figure.
The subject represented Pl. 343, appears to be
considerably larger than another which I have
seen in the Royal Cabinet. Must this be
ascribed to the difference of age, of sex, of cli-
mate, or to the defect of#the preparation? But

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.
ORrIoLUs ICTEROCEPHALUS, O. niger, capite colloque
luteis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p.183. No. 32.
ORIOLUS ICTEROCEPHALUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 392.
XANTHORNUS ICTEROCEPHALUS CAYANENSIS.—Bris. ii.
p- 124. 27. t. 12. f. 4.
LEs Co1FrEs JAUNES.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv, p. 224.
LE CAROUGE de CAYENNE.—PI, Enl. 343.
YELLOW-HEADED STARLING.—Eduw. t. 323.
- - ORIOLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 441. 30.,

HABITAT

in Cayana,—7 pollices. longus. Ww.
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from that variety Brisson has drawn his descrip-
tion: its size js equal to that of the brambling :
it is about seven inches long, and eleven across
the wings *

* Sonnini saw’nst flocks of these birds in the savannas of
Guinea ; their eggs are oval, white, and studded with oblong
spots of a blood-red colour. Ww.
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THE OLIVE CAROUGEof Louisiana *.

THis bird is represented, Pl. Enl. No. 607,
fig. ¢, under the name of the Carcuge (Bonana)
of the Cupe of Good Hope. 1 had ling sus-
pected that this bird, though brought from the
Cape to Europe, was 1e¢1.ly not a native of
Africa; and the point is decided by the late
arrival (October, 1773) of a Bomana from
Louisiana, which is evidently of the same spe-
cies, and differs in nothing but in the colour
of the throat, which in the latter is black, and
orange in the former. Iam convinced that we

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. |

OriorLus CAPENSIS. O. fusco-olivaceus, subtus luteus.—
Lath. Ind. Orn.i. p. 184. No. 36. .

ORIOLUS CAPENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 392.

XANTHORNUS CAPITIS BONE SPEL.—Dris. ii. p. 128. 30.

LE CArROUGE du CaP DE B. ESPERANCE.—PI Enl
607. f. 2. .

LE CARouGE OLIVE de la LouistaANE.—Buf. par Sonn.
xlv. p. 226.

OLIVE ORIOLE.—drct. Zool. ii. No. 149.—Lath. Sya. ii.
p. 444. 35.

HABITAT

in Louisiana, et ad caput B. Spei.—7 pollices longus, W
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-l

ought to entertain the same opinion of -all
the pretended bonanas and troupiales of the
ancient continent; and that we shall discover,
sooner or later, that they are either of a dif-
ferent speciesgjor have derived their origin
from America.

The Olive Bonana of Louisiana has much of
the olive tinge in its plumage, especially on the
upper part of the body; but this colour is not
uniform; it is tinctured with grey on the crown
of the head, and ¥ith brown behind the neck,
on the back, the shoulders, the wings, and the
tail; with a light-brown on the rump and the
origin of the tail, and with yellow on the
ﬂanks and the thighs; and the large coverts and
quills of the wings, whose fundamental colour
is brown, are edged with yellow. All the
uuder-part of the body is yellow, except the
throat, which is orange; the bill and the legs
are of a cinereous brown. .

This bird is nearly of the size of a house-
sparrow ; its length six or seven ‘inches, its alar
extent ten or eleven inches. The bill is near an
inch long, and the tail more than two; it is
square, and consists of tweclve quills. The first
quill is the shortest of the wing, and the thn’d
and fourth the longest.
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THE KINK

THis new species, brought very. lately from
Chma, appears to resemble so much the bonana
on the one hand, and theblackbird on the other,
that it may be regarded as the intermediate
shade. 'The sides of its bill are compressed as
in the blackbird, but not scalloped like those of
the bonana; and Daubenton the younger has
properly given it a distinct name, as being really
different from these two species, though it con-
nects the common chain.

The Kink is smaller than our blackbird: its
head, its neck, origin of its back, and its breast,
arc of ash-grey, and this colour acquires a deepér

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORrioLvus SINENsIS. Q. albus, capite collo dorse anteriore
pectoreque grisco-cinereis, remigibus clialybeis, rectricibus
albo chalybeoque dlmldlatxs —Lath. Ind. Ora, i. p. 1886.
No. 44.

OR10LUS SINENSIS.—Gael. Syst. i. p. 394.

Le. KiNk.—PIl. Enl. 617.—Buf. par Sonn. xlv. p. 229
pl. 88. fig. 2.

KiINK ORIOLE.—Latk, Syn. ii. p. 448, 42,

HABITAT

in Sina,—6} pollices longus, . w,
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hue as it approaches the back; the rest of the
body, both above and below, is white, as also
the coverts of the wings, whose quills are of a
polished steel colour, glistening with reflections
that play betwgen greenish and violet. The tail
is short, tapered, and parted by this same steel
colour and white; so that on the two mid-
quills, the white is only a small spot at their ex-
tremity ; this white spot extends higher on the
following ‘quills, the farther they remove from
the middle, and the steel colour retiring, is at
last reduced on the two exterior quills to a
small spot near their origin.






Plate 73

THE GOLDEN ORIOLE |,
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THE LORIOT*+

I'r has been said, that the young of this bird
are excluded by degrees, and in detached parts,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORioLUS GALBULA. O, luteus, loris artubusque nigris,
1ectricibus exterioribus postice flavis,—LatA. Ind. Orn, i.
p. 186. No. 45.

ORIOLUS GALBULA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 382——PH Trans,
xxil. No. 285. p. 1397. 41.

CoRrAcIAS ORIOLUS.—Faune Suec. No, 95,—Scop. Aau i
No. 45.—Faun. Arab. p. 1.

GaALBULA.—Raii Syn p. 68. 5.~Vll. p. 14%. t. 36. 88.

ORrioLus.—B:ss ii. p. 320. 58.

Le Lorior.—Buff Pl Exl. 28.(Mas.)—Byff. par Soan. .
p. 231 pl. 88. f.1.

WitwALL.—Will. ( Angl.) p. 198.

YELLOW-BIRD from BENGAL.—Al. iii. t. I8,

GoLDEN TurUSH.—Edw. t. 185.

GoLDEN ORIOLE.—Br. Zool. App. p. 4. t. 4% ;Syn.f.
p. 449, 48.—Id. Sup. p. 89.

HABITAT

m Earopa, Africa, Asia, rarius ia Mswm longus.

3%,

+ In Greek, Kxwgios, from its greenish yellow colour; the
female Kawpi, accordmg to Elian; iu modern Ggeek,
TuxoParyos, or fig-eater : in Latin it has also the names Chlos1on
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and that the first object of the parents’is to col-
lect and combine the scattered limbs, and, by
virtue of. a certain herb, to form them into an
animated whole. The difficulty of this marvel-
lous re-union hardly exceeds, perhaps, that of
properly separating the ancient names which
the moderns have confusedly applied to this
species, retaining those which really belong to
it, and referring the others to those kinds which
the ancients intended them to denote. I shall
There observe only that, though this bird is dis-
persed through a wide extent, there ave certain
countries which it seems to avoid. It is not
found in Sweden, in England ¥, in the Bugey
mountains, nor in the heights of Nantua, though
it appears in Switzerland regularly twice a-year.
Belon says that he never saw it in Greece; and
how can we suppose that Aristotle knew this
bird, without being acquainted with the sin-
gular construction of its nest, or if he knew

and Chloris, besides Chloreus, Oriolus ; Merula Aurea, Turdus
Aureus, Luteus, Lutea, Luteolus, Ales Luridus, P:cu: nidum sus-
_pendens, Avis Icterus, Galgulus : and Pliny applles these four
names, Galbulus, Galbula, Vireo, Vineo: in Italian, Oriolo,
Regalbulo, Gualbedro, Galbero, Reigalbero, Garbella, Rigeyo,
Melziozallo, Becquafigo, Brusola: in Spanish, Oropendula,
Oroyendola : in German, Bierkoldt, Bierolf, Brouder-Berolft,
Byrolt, Tyrolt, Kirscholdt, Gerolft, Kersenrife, Goldamscl,
Goldmerle, Gutmerle, Olimerle, Gelblng, Widdewal, Witwal :
in Swiss, Wittewalch. 'The name Oriole is derived from the
Latin Aureolus, or Golden.

* Pennant notices the bird in his Appendix. One of them
having been shot in South Wales, w.
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it, that he should have omitted to take notice
of it*? '
Pliny speaks of the Chlorivnt, from the ac-
count of Aristotle; but is not always attentive
to compare the information which he borrows
from the Greeks, with what he draws from
other sources. He has mentioned the Loriot by
four different terms }, without acquainting us
whether it is the same bird with the Chlorion.
The Loriot is a roving bird, continually
changing its abode; it lives with us only dur-

 Belon, says Sonnini, saw Loriots in Greece, and Aristotle
was acquainted with them. These birds, to my knowledge,
continues Sonmini, visit many countries of Greece about the
month of September, when the figs are ripe, of which they are
very fond. They arrive at the same period in the rich plains
of Lower Egypt and Barbary. They return to Europe in
the spring, but very thin. W.

1 Hist. Nat. lib. x. 29.

1 “ Picorum aliquis suspendit in surculo (nidnm) primis ir
ramis, cyathi modo.” Lib. x. 83. “Jam publicum quidem
omnium est (‘Galgulos) tabulata ramorum sustinendo nido
provide eligere, camerique ab imbri aut fronde protegere
densd.”—From thic similarity in the construction of the nest,
we may conclude that the Picus and Galgulus are the same
with the Loriot. That the Galgulusis still the same with the
Avis Icterus and the Ales Luridus appears from the two fol-
lowing passages: “ Avtis Icterus vocatur a colore, que si
spectetur, sanari id malum (regium) tradunt, et avem mori;
hanc puto Latine vocari Galgu/um.” Lib. xxx. 11. ¢ Icterias
(lapis) aliti Lurido similis, ideo existimatur salubris contra
regios morbos.” Lib. xxxvii. 10. Besides, in Book x. 26.
Pliny says of the Galgulus, that * it retires as soon as
it has reared its young,” which agrees exactly with the.
Golden Oriole.
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g the season of love. It obeysthe primiry”
impulses with ardour and fidelity. The union
is formed on the arrival, about the middle of
the spring. The pair build their nest on lofty
trees, but often at no considerable helght they
form it -with singular industry, and in a ‘way
very differeut fmm that of the blackbird,
though they have been referréd to the same
genus. They commonly fasten to the fork of a
small branch long straws or hemp-staiiks; some
of which, e\tenduw directly across, form the
margin of the nest; others penctrate through
its texture; while others, bending under it, give
solidity to the structurc. The nest is thus pro-
vided with an exterior cover, and the inner bed,
prepared for receiving the egyrs, 1s a matting of
the small stems of dog-grass, tlnc bcardsof whxch
are so much concealed that the nest has often
been supposed to be lined with the roots of
plants. The interstices between the outer and
inner case are filled with moss, lichens, and
other such substances, which compact the
whole. After the nest is constructed, *he female
drops in it four or five eggs, the ground colour
of which is a dirty wlute, and spnnklcd with
small distinct spots of brown, approaching to
black, most numerous on the small end. She sits
closely three wecks, and not ouly retains long
her affection * to her young, but detends them
against their enemics, and even against man,

* Belon.
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With more intrepidity than Sould be expected
from so small a bird. The parents have bee
seen to dart resolutely 1 upon the plunidérers, ol}:
their brood i and what is still more remarkable.
a mother; taken with her nest, contmned ta
hatch in the cage, aid expired on her eggs.
After the’ Jyoung are reared, the family pre-
pares for its journey. This commonly happens
in the end of August, or the begmnmg of Sep-
tember. They never assemblé in humerous
ﬂocks, nor do the famxhes remain umted for
seldom are more than two or three found toge:
ther. Though they fly rather heavily, ﬂappmg
thelr ngs like the blackbird, they probably
winter in Africa: for on the one hand, the Che-
valier des Mazy, Commander of the Order of
Malta, assures me, that they pass that island in
the month of September, and repass it in the
spring: and on the other, Thevenot says
that they migrate into Egypt in the month of
May, and return in September*. He adds,
that in May they are very fat, and their flesh
%ood eating. Aldrovandus is surprised that in
rance they are never brought to our tables!
The Loriot is about as large as the blackbird ;
in length nine or ten inches, its alar extent
sixteen, its tail three and a half long, and its bill
fourteen lines. The male is of a fine yellow
over all the body, the neck, and head, except §

* Voyage du Levant, tom, i. p, 49&
VOL. IIl. . T



74 THE LORIOT.

black streak which stretches from the eye to the
corner of the aperture of the hill. The wings
are black, cxcept a few yellow spots, which ter-
minate most of the great quills, and some of
the coverts: the tail is divided by yellow and
black, so that the Black prevails on the part
whieh appears of the two mid-quills, and the
yellow gradually extends over the lateral quills,
beginning at the tips of thosc which arc next
the two middle oncs. But the plumage is very
different in the two sexes. Almost all that
was of a pure black in the male, is,'in the fe-
male, of a brown, with a greenish tinge; and
what was of a beautiful yellow in the former, is
in the latter olive and pale brown :- —olive on the
head, and the upper part of the body dirty white,
variegated with brown streaks under the body,
white at the tips of most of the wing-quills, and
pale yellow at the extremity of their coverts ;
and there is no pure yellow, except at the end
of the tail and on the lower coverts. I have
besides observed ina temale,.a small space be-
hingl the ear, thhout feathexs, and of a light
slate colour. '

The young males resemble the females with
respect to plumage, and the more so the ten-
derer their age. At first they are still more
speckled than the female, and even on the upper
part of the body ; but in the month of August
the yellcw begins to appcar under the body
Their cry is different also from that of the old-
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ones; they scream yo, yo, 30, succeeded some-
.times with a sort of mewing like that of a cat™®.
But they hdve also a sort of whistling, espe=
cially before raint; if this be not really the
same with the mewing.

Their iris js red, the bill reddish brown, the
inside of the bill reddish, the edges of the lower
mandible somewhat arched lengthwise, the
tongue forked, and, as it were, jagged at the
tip, the gizzard muscular, terminating in a bag
formed by the dilatation of the @sophagus, the
gall-bladder green, the ceca very small and
short, and the first phalanx of the outer toe
glued to that of the middle toe.

When they arrive in the spring, they feed on
caterpillars f, worms, insgcts, whatever in short
they can catch; but they are fondest of cherries,
figs§, the berries of the service-tree, peas, &c.

* Gesner says, that they pronounce Oriot, or Loriot ;
Belon, that they seem to say compere loriot ; and others have
fancied that they articulated Youso¢ bonnes meriscs, &c.

‘t Gesner.

t From the quantity of caterpillars which these birds
destroy, they must be of singular service to the rural inhabi-
tants. When they have young ones to feed, they are not
content with bringing them one at a time, but fill their bill
with ten or twelve, and in this maaner visit a number of frees’
returning every day till all the caterpillars are destroyed.
The arrival of the Loriots in spring is, according to a popular

" opiniou, a sign that white frosts are no longer to be feared,
. w.

§ Hence they have been called Xuxopayos, and Becafigos.
Perhaps the figs improve the quahty of their flesh; they do
50 in the case of blackbirds.

TS
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A couple of these birds could in ong day com:
pletely plunder a rich cherry-tree; for they peck
the cherries one after another, and only eat the
ripe part.

The Loriots are not easy to breed or ‘tame.
They can he caught by the call, placing limed
twigs where they drink, and by varioussorts
of nets. ,

These birds have sometimes spread from one
end of the continent to another, without suffer-
ing any alteration in their external form, or in
their plumage; for Loriots have been seen in
Bengal, and even in China, which were pre-
cisely like ours. But others have been broaght
from nearly the same countries, which had some
differences in their eolours, and which may be
regarded, for the most part, as varicties of cli-
mate, till acecurate observations, of their in-
stincts, their habits, and maunner of life, throw
light on our’ conjectures.
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VARIETIES OF THE LORIOT.

L
THE COULAVAN *,

Ta1s bird is brought from Cochin-China: it
is perhaps rather larger than our Loriot, its bill
is also proportionably stronger ; the colours of
the plumage are precisely the same, and every
where distributed in a similar manner, except on
the coverts of the wings, which are entirely
yellow, and on the head, where there isa sort of
black horse-shoe, of which the convex part
bounds the occiput, and its branches, passing

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OR10LYUS GALBULA. O. luteus, artubus nigris apice luteis,
fascia capitis nigra,—ZLath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 188. No. 45.
Var. d.

OR10LUS CHINBNSIS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 383.

COCHINSINENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 826. 59.1.33. £ %,

_LE CourAvaN.—PI, Enl. 670.—Buff. par Somn. xlv. p. 245.

COoULAVAN.—Latk. Syn. ii. p. 462. 43. C.

HABITAT

ip Cochinsina., , w.
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below the eye, termipate in the corners of
the opening of the bill. This is the most re-
markable distinction of the Coulavan, and yet
there is in the Loriot a black spot between the
eye and the bill which appears to be the rudi-
ment of the horse-shoe.

I have seen some specimens of the Coulavan,
in which the upper part of the body was of a
brown yellow. Inall, the bill is yellowish, and
the legs black *.

* This bird is not confined to Cochin-China, but, according
to Sonnetat, is found in several parts of India Ww.

1L
THE CHINESE LORIOT *.

Tt is somewhat less than ‘ours, but is of the
same shape, proportions, and colours, though

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OR1oLUS GALBULA. O. luteus, caplte apu.lbusqua rec.
tncum mtermedmum mgm —Lath. Ind, Ora. i, p. 187.
No. 45. Var. 8.

ORIOLUS MELANOCEPHALYS,—Gnmel. Syst. i. p. 383.

BENGALENSIS.—Bris.ii. p. 829. 61.

LE Lomor de la CHINE.—PL. Enl. '79.—Buf. par Sonn,
xlv. p." 247.

BLACK-HEADED INDIAN YcTERUS.—Edw. t. 77.—Lath,

© Syn.i.p. 451.43. A,

HABITAT
in Maderaspatang, ’ w.
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these are differently disposed. The head, the
throat, and the fore-part of the neck, are en-
tirely black *, and in the tail there is no black,
but a broad stripe, which crosses the two inter-
mediate quills near their extremity, and two
spots placed very near the tips of the two fol-
lowing quills. Most of the coverts of the wings
are yellow, the others are parted with black
and yellow ; the largest quills are black where
they are seen when the wings are closed, and
the others are edged or tipt with yellow ; all the
rest of the plumage is of the fiuest yellow.

The female is differentt ; for the front or
the space between the eye and the bill is of a
vivid yellow, the throat and the fore-part of the
neck of a light yellowish cast, with brown
speckles; the rest of the under-part of the body
is of a deeper yellow, the upper of a shining
yellow, all the wings variegated with brown
and yellow, the tail also yellow, except the
two mid-quills, which are brown, marked with
a yellowish spangle, and tipt with yellow. M.’

* The sort of black piece that covers the throat and the
fore-side of the neck is in Edwards’s figure a scallop on-each
near its middle. '

+ Oriolus Galbula, var. 1.—Gmel. Icterus Maderaspata-
nus Neevius,—Bris. The Mottled Jay.—Rey. The Yellow
Starling from Bengal.— 4. The Yellow Indian Starling,—

Edw.
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1L,

THE INDIAN LORIOT#,

It has more yellow than any of the Loriots,
for it is entirely of that colodr, except, 1. A
horse-shoe, which bends round the crown of
the head, and terminates on each side in the
corners of the bill. 2. Some longitudinal spots
on the coverts of the wings. 3. A belt which
crosses the tail near the middle; the whole of
an azure colour, but the bill and legs are of a
glowing bright red.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ORr1oLUus GaLBuLA. O. luteus, fascia capitis transversalj

« ceerulea, rectricibus luteus fascia ceerulea.—Lath. Ind. Orn,
i. p. 188. No.45. Var. s.

OxrioLus INDICUS.—Bris. ii. p. 328. 60.

CHuLoRIs INDICUS—4ldr. 4v. i. t. p. 862, —Johnst. Av. t.41.

LE Loriot des INDES.—Buff, par Sosn, xlv. p. 260.— Lath,
Syn. ii. p. 452. 43. D.

HABITAT

in India. W,
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Iv.
THE STRIPED-HEADED ORIOLB*,

This bird has been regarded by some as a
blackbird, by others as a Loriot : its true place
seems to be between the Loriots and the black-
birds, and since its proportions are different
from those of either of these two species, I
would consider it as an intermediatc or related
species, rather than as a mere variety.

The radiated Loriot & not so large as a black-
bird, and of a more slender shape : its bill, tail,
and legs, are shorter, but its toes longer; its

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

OrioLus Rap1aTus. O. luteo-rubescens, capite colloque
¢ subtus nigricantibus albo punctatis, tectricibus alarum re.
migibusque nigris margme albis.—Lath, Ind, Orn. i. p.188.
No. 46. -
ORIOLUS RADIATUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 384.
CAPITE STRIATO—Bris. ii. p. 332. 62.
MERULA BicoLor ALDR.—Rai Syn. p, 67. 11.—Will.
p.144.1. Id. (Angl.) p. 193,
Le LorioT RAYE’E.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 251.
§ﬂ_url-'.n-HEADxn ORIOLE.—Lath, Syn. ii. p. 453. 44.



£82 VARIETIES OF THE LORIOT.

head is brown, delicately radiated with white;
its wing-quills are also brown, and edged with
white; all the body is of a beautiful orange,
deeper on the upper part than on the lower ; the
bill and the nails are nearly of the same colour,

and the legs are yellow,
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THE THR USHES*

Tue family of the Thrushes is certainly much
related to that of the blackbirds {; butit would
be improper, as several naturalists have done,

to confound them together. The common peo-
ple appear to have acted more wisely, who have
applied different names to objects which are
really distinct. Those are termed Thrushes,
whose plumage is speckled }, or marked with
little strokes, disposcd, with a kind of regula-
rity ; on the contrary, those are blackbirds
whose plumage is uniform, or varied with large
spots. We readily adopt this distinction, and,

* TURDUS,

- CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum rectiusculum, apice de flexo, emarginato,
Nares ovate, nude, vel membranula semitectz.
Fauz ciliata,

Lingua lacero emarginata,

+ ¢ Merulz et turdi amicae sunt aves,” says Pliny. There
seems little doubt that the Blackbirds and Thrushes consort,
slnce they are commonly caught in the same snares.

"1 'The word grivelé is used in the original, and is formed
undoubtedly from grive, the term for a Thrush.
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reserving the blackbirds for a separate article,
we shall treat of the Thrughes in the present.
We shall distinguish four prmcnpal species in
our own clunate, and to them we shall refer, as
usual, their varieties, and the forelgn species
most analogous.

The first species is the Throstle, Pl Enl. No.
406; and I consider as varieties, the White-
beaded Thrush of Aldrovandus, the Crested
Thrush of Schwenckfeld; and as foreign analo-
gous species, the Guiana Thrush, Pl. Enl. No.
398, fig. 1, and the Little American Thrush,
mentioned by Catesb)

The second species is the Missel, P1. Enl. No.
489, which is the turdus wiscivorus of thé an-
cients, and to which I, shall refer the IVIzztc
Missel as a variety.

The third species is the Fieldfare, Pl. Enl,
No. 490; it is the turdus pilarus of the ancients.
The varieties, the Spotted Ficldfare of Klein,
and the White-headed Fieldfare of Brisson. I
reckon as the analogous foreign kinds, the Ca-
rolina Fieldfare, of Catesby, whick  Brisson
makes his eighth species of Thrushes, aud the
Canada Fielcjfare of Catesby, which Brisson
makes his ninth species.

The fourth species is the Red Wing, Pl. Enl.
No. 51, which is the turdus iliacus of the
ancients.

Lastly, I shall sub_]om some foreign Thrushes,
which are too little known to be referred to
their proper species : such are the Green Bar-
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bary Thrush of Doctor Shaw, and the Chinesé
Hoami of Brisson, which I shall admit into the
Thrushes, upon the authority of that naturalist;
though it appears to me to differ from them in
/its plumage and in its shape.

Of the four principal species belonging to our
climate, the first two, which are the Throstle
and the Missel, resemble each other. Both ap-
pear to be less subject to the necessity of mi-
gration, since they often breed in France, Ger-
many, Italy, and in short in those countries
where they pass the winter. Both sing delight-
fully, and they are of the small number of
birds whose warble is composed of a succession
of notes; and they both seem to be of an un-
social disposition, for, according to some ob-
servers, they perform their journeys alone.
Frisch traces other analogies also between the
colours of their plumage and the order of their
distribution, &c.

The two other speeies, viz. ‘the Fieldfare and
the Red-wing; are also analogous in some cir-
cumstances. They travel in numerous flocks,
are more transitory, and seldom nestle in our
climates ; for which reason they sing very sel-
dom®, and their song is unknown not only
to many naturalists, but even to most sports-
men. It is rather a sott of chirping, and when
a score meet on a poplar, they chatter all at

* FRISCH.—* I summer (says Turner), the Turdus Pilaris
is seldom or neveér seen with us (in England); in winter ne
birds are more numerous.”
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once, making a very loud noise, which is far
from being melodious.

Both sexes of the Thrush are nearly of the
same size, and equally liable to change their
plumage from one season to another*. In all
of them the first phalany of the outer toe is
joined to that of the mid-toe, the edges of the
bill scalloped near the tip. None of them sub-
sist on seeds; whether because it suits not
their appetite, or that their bill and stomach are
too weak to break and digest them. Berries
are their chief food, and hence they, have re-
ceived the epitnet of buccivorous. They also eat
insects, worms, &c. and it is in quest of these
that they come abroad after rain, rove in the
fields, and scrape the ground, especially the
Missels and the Ficldfircs. They make the
same search in winter in places of a warm aspect
where the ground is thawed.

Their flesh is a delicate food, especially that
of the first and fourth species, which are the
Throstle and the Red-wing: but the ancient,
Romans held it in still higher cstimation than
we, and kept these birds the whole year in a
sort of voleries, which deserve to be described .

Each volery contained many thousand
Thrushes and Blackbirds, not to mention other
birds excellent for eating, such as ortolans,

# ¢ They have one colour in wnmcr, another in summer. ”
—ARISTOTLE.

t “ Inter aves turdus . . ., Inter quadrnpedes gloria prima
lepus.”—MARTIAL.
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¢uails, &c. So numerous were those voleries
in the vicinity of Rome, and in the territory of
the Sabines, that the dung of the Thrushes was
employed to manure the lands, and, what is re-
markable, to fatten oxen and hogs*.

These Thrushes had less liberty in their vo-
leries than our field pigeons in their dovecotes ;
for they were never suffered to go abroad, and
they laid no eggs: but as they were supplied
with abundance of choice food, they fattened to
the great profit of the proprietor . The vo-
leries were a kind of vaulted courts, the inside
furnished with a number of roosts. The door
was very low, the windows were few, and
placed in such a manner as to prevent the pri-
soners from seeing the fields, the woods, the
birds fluttering at liberty, or whatever might
awaken their sensibility, and disturb the calm
so conducive to corpulence. A little glimmer-
ing was sufficient to direct them to their food ;
which consisted of millet, and a sort of paste
made with bruised figs and flour. They had
also given.them the berries of the lentisk, of the
myrtle, of the ivy, and whatever in-short would
improve the delicacy and flavour of their flesh,
They were supplied with a little stream of

s Varro, De re Rusticd.—Lib. i. 31,

1+ Each fat Thrush, except at the time of mwrahon, sold
for three denarii, equal to about two shillings sterling. And
on the occasion of a triumph or public fe;u\'al this sort of
trade yielded a profit of twelve hundred per cent.—See Col~
lumella de re Rustica, lib. viii, 10.—and Farro, lib. iii, 6.
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water, which ran fn a gutter through the volery;
wenty days before they were - ‘iritended for
killing; their allowance was augmetited ; nay,
so far was the attention carr xed that they
gently removed into a little anti-thamber the
Thrushes which were plump and in good order,
to enjoy more quiet; and frequently, to heighten
the illusion, they hung boughs and verdure
imitating the natural scenery ; so that the birds
might fancy themselves in the midst of the
woods. In shott, they treated their slaves well,
because they knew their interest. Such as were
newly caught, were put in small separate vole-
ries along w1th others that had been accustomed
to confinement ; and every contrivance, every
soothing art was employed to habituate them
somewhat to bondage; yet these were birds
never completely tamed. .
We can at present perceive some tlaCes of
the ancient practice, improved indeed by, the
skill of the moderns. It is commort in certain
provinces of France to hang pots in the tops
of trees which are hauntéd by the Thrushes;
and these birds, finding ¢onvenient sheltered
neésts, seldom fail to lay their éggs in them, to
hatch and rear their young *. This plan contri-
.butesdoubly to the multiplication of thespecies
for it both preserves the brood, and, by saving
the time spent in building nests, it enables

* Belon.
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them to make two hatches in the year*. When
they find no pots, they construct their nests in
trees, or even bushes, and with great art ; they
cover the outside with moss, straw, dried leaves,
&c. but they line the inside with a hard case
formed of mud, compacted with straws and
small roots. In this respect they differ from
the pies and blackbirds, which lay their eggs
on a soft mattress. These nests are hollow he-
mispheres about four inches in diameter. The
colour of the eggs varies in the different
-species between blue and green, with some
dull spots that are most frequent on the large
end. . Every species has also its peculiar song;
and sometimes they have even been taught
to speak{. But thisemust be understood
chiefly of the Throstle and the Missel, in
which the organs of voice seem to be the most
perfect

+ It is said that the Thrushes swallow the ber-
ries entire of the juniper, the misletoe, the
ivy, &c.f, and void them so little altered, that
when they- fall in a proper soil, they germinate
and produce. But Aldrovandus affirms that,
having made these birds swallow the grapes of

* [t appears even that they sometimes have three hatches ;
for Salerne found, in the month of September, a Thrush’s nest .
in a vine coutaining three eggs not-yet hatched, which
appesred to be of the third- hatch.

+ % Agrippina, the wife of Claudius Cwesar, bad a ’l‘hnnh
which imitated human speech,”—Pliny, lib. x. 42.

§ Linnseus.
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the wild vine and the berries of the mislctoe, he
could: never discover in their excrements my
.of these that retained its form. . - b

The Thrushes have a ventricle more or less
muscular, no craw, nor even a dilatation of the
asophagus which may supply its place, and
scarcely any cecum ; but all of them have a gall-
bladder, have the end of the tongue parted into
two or three threads, and have cightecn quills
in each wing, and twelve in the tail.

These birds are sad and melancholy, and, as
the natural consequence of that disposition, they
are the more enamoured of liberty. They sel-
dom play or even fight together; still less will
they bend to domestic slavery. But their love
of freedom is not equzlled by their resources
for preservation. Their oblique and tortuous
flight is almost their only protection against the
shot of the sportsman, or, the talons of the bird
of prey *. If they reach a close branchy tree,
they remain still through fear, and can hardly
be beat out f. Thousands of them are caught
in snares; but the Throstle and the.Red-wing
are the two species which can the most easily
be caught by the noose, and almost the only
ones that can be taken by the call.

- # Skilful sportsmen assure me that Thrushes are difficult
to shoot, even more so than snipes.

+ This is, perhaps, the reason that they are snid to be
deaf : Kwgdlsgos xixan, deofer than e Thiushy was 2 proverb in
Greece. But all the fowlers assure me ihat the Thrush has
a very quick ear,
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These nooses are’ nothing but two or.three
‘horse-hairs twisted together, and - fofming<a
running knot. 'They are placed rotund:the juisi-
pers or service-trees-in the neighbourhood of a
fountain or a mere, and when the place is well
chosen, and the springs properly set, several
hundred Thrushes have been caught in a day in
the space of a hundred acres. '

It is ascertained from observations made in
different countries, that when the Thrushes ap-
pear in Europe about the beginning of the au-
tumnn, they arrive from the countries of the north
in company with those numerous flocks of birds
which, on the approach of winter, traverse the
Baltic sea, and leave Lapland, Siberia, Livonia,
" Poland, and Prussia, for more temperate cli-
mates. So abundant are the Thrushes then on
the southern shore of the Baltic, that, according
to the computation of Klein, the single city of
Dantzie consumes every year ninety thousand
pairs. It is equally certain that the survivors
which emigrate again aftcr the rigors of winter,
direct their course towards the north. But the
different species arrive not all of them at the
same time. In Burgundy, the Throstle appears
the first about the end of Sgptember, next the
Red-wing, and last of all, thé Fieldfare and the
Missel ; but the latter species is much less nu-
merous than the three others, which might be
‘expected, since it is more dispersed.

.’ We must not suppose that all the species of
Thrushes pass constantly in the same number;
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sametimes they are very few, because the season
has either been unfavourable to their multipli-
cation, or to their migration*; at other times
they are extremely uumerous; and a very intel-
ligent observer { has informed me, that he saw
_prodigious clouds of Thrushes,- chiefly Red-
wings and Fieldfares, alight in the month of
March at Brie, and cover an extent of seven or
eight leagues. This appearance, which was
-unexampled, lasted near a month, and it was
remarked that the cold had continucd very long
that winter . )

The ancients said that the Thrushes came
every year into Italy from beyond seas about
the autumnal equinox, and that they returned
about the vernal equinox, and that in both
passages § thcy assembledand rested in the islets
of Pontia, Palmaria, and Pandataria, which are
nigh the Italian coasts. They repose too in the
island of Malta, where they arrive in Qctober
and November; the north-west wind brings
some flocks, the south or south-west sometimes
beats them back, But they do not always ar-
rive with certain winds, and their appearance

* I am assured that some years the Red-wi ings are very rare
in Provence; and this is the case also in the northem
countries,

+ Hebert,

3 Letters of M. le Commandeur Godeheu de Runlle
tom. i. pp. 91. 92. Miém. Etran.

- § Varro, De re Rustica, lib. iii. 5. These islets lie south
of the city of Rome, samewhat to the east : {ist of W
is at nresent known by the name Pentotenc.
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depends oftener on the state of the it than oft
its motion; for if, in calm weatlhier; the sky
suddenly darkens with the preludes of & storm, -
the ground is then covered with Thrushes. .

Nor does the island of Malta appear to limit
the migiation of the Thrushes - towards the
south : for they are found in the interior parts -
of the African continent, from whence they :
annually pass, it is said, intc Spain*.

Those which remain in Europe spend the
summer in the mountain forests: and on the
approach of winter they remove from the heart .
of the woods where the fruits and insects begi
to fail, and settle on- the skirts of the adjacent
plams It is, no doubt, during this- flitting
that in the begmmng of November so greata
number are caught in the forest of Compeigne:
Itis uncommon, says Belon, to find the different
species in numbers at the same time, and in the
same place.

In all of them the edges of the upper man-

* « Being“in Spain in 1707,” says the translator of Ed-
wards, * in the kingdom of Valencie, on the sea-coast, I saw
in October great flocks of birds that came in a direct course
from Africa. Some were killed, and found to be Thrushes,
but so dry and lean that they had neither substance nor
taste. The people of the country told me that every year at
the same season such flocks arrive, but that most of them
proceed much farther.” Admitting the fact, I still doubt
whether these Thrushes really come from Africa; for this
would be contrary to their usual route, and the tendency of
their flight on their arrival is na -proof of the direction of
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dible are scallopped near the point, the inside
of the bill is yellow, its base has some black
hairs or bristles projecting forwards, the firs¢
phalanzx of the outer toe is joined to that of the
middle toe, the upper-part of the body is of a
deeper brown, and the under lighter and
speckled: las ly, iu all, or ip most of them, the
tail is nearly a third of the total length of the
bird, which varies in the different species be-
tween eight and eleven inches, and is only two-
thirds of thealar extent; the wings when closed
reach as far as the middle of the taii, and the
weight of the bird is between two ounces and
-a half and four and 3 half.

. Klein asserts, he is well informed that
Thrushes are found also in the northern parts
of Ind:a, but which differ from ours in not

wigrating.



THE THROSTLE * +.

Tris specjes, in the French language, gives
name to the whole genus. I have therefore
ranged it in the first place, though in point of
size it occupies only the third. Itis very com-
mon in some parts of Burgundy, and called by

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turbpus Musicus. T. supra griseo-fuscus, subtus albo-
rufescens maculis nigricantibus varius, remigibus basi inte-
riore ferrugineis.—Latk. Ind. Ora. i. p. 327. No. 2.

TurDUS MUSICUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 809.—Raii Syn. p. 64.
A. 2.—Will. p. 138. 1. 37.

TuRDUS MINOR. —Brw. ji. p. 205. 2.

LA GRIVE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 406.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 278.

‘pl. 89. f. 2.

THROSTLE, Mavis, or SoNG THRUsH.—W:ill. (Angl.)
p- 188.—Br. Zool. i. No, 107.—Arct. Zool. ii. p. 342. C.—
Lath. Syn. iii. p. 18. 2.—Id. Sup. p. 139.—Bew. Birds, i,
p- 104. :

HABITAT

in Europz sylvis.—9 pollices longus. w.

+ In Greek, Kixpaa or Kuyan: in Latin, Turdus: in Ita-
lian, Tordo Mezzano : in Spanish, 2orzal : in German, Drossel,
or Drostel (hence the English name): and in Brandenburg,
Zippe : in Poland, Drozd : in Smoland, Klera: and in Ostro<
gothia, Klaedra,
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the country people The Little Thrush ®, or Lit-
tle Red-wingt. It commonly arrives every
year about the time of vintage, probably at-
tracted by the maturity of the grapes; and
hence undoubtedly it has received the name of
Vine Thrush. It disappears during the frosts,
and again makes a trausient visit in the mouths
of March or April, before its migration in May.
On the departure of the flock, they always leave
a few stragglers behind, which are either unable
to follow the main body, er, yielding to the
mild influence of spring, stop and breed in the
forests that occur in their routef. This is the
reason why some Throstles coustantly remain
in our woods, where they build their nest on
the wild apple and pear;trees, and even in juui-
pers and in the bushes, as has been observed in
Silesia§ and in England . Sometimes they fix
it in the trunk of a thick tree ten or twelve feet
high, and prefer, for the materials, wood rotten
and worm-eaten.

They generally pair about the end of winter,
and form lasting unions. They make two
hatches in the year, and sometimes a third,

* Gricelte. + Mauvictte,

2 Dr. Lottinger assures me, that they arrive in the months
of March and April in the mountains of Lorraine, and that
they return in September and October, Hence it would fol-
Iow that in these mountuins, or rather in forests that cover
them, they pass the summer, and from these retreats visit us
in autymn, But nust we apply this local remark of Lottin-
ger’s to the whele species 3 . Observations alone will decide.

§ Frisch. ‘ | British Zoology. . .-
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when their former have not succeeded. The
first lay consists of five or six eggs, of a deep
blue with black spots, most frequent at the large
end; and in the subsequent hatches the number
regularly diminishes. It is difficult in this spe-
cies to separate the males from the females;
their size being the same in both sexes, and the
colours of their plumage, as I have said, subject
to vary. Aldrovandus saw, and caused to be
delineated, three of these birds, caught in differ-
ent seasons ; all which differed in the colours
of their bill, of their legs, and of their feathers :
in one of them the streaks on the breast were
hardly perceptible. Frisch asserts, however,
that the old males have a white ray above the
eyes, and Linnaus makes these white eyelids
one of the characters of the species. Almust all
the other naturalists agree, that the young males
can hardly be distinguished but by their early
inclination to chaunt: for the Throstle sings
delightfully, especially in the spring*, whose
return it announces; and as it breeds several
times in the year, it enjoys a succession of ‘the
vernal pleasures, and may be said to warble
three-fourths of the year. It sits whole hours
on the top of a tall tree, straining its delicate
throat. Its warbling consists of several different
couplets, like that of the Miseel, but still more
varied and more charming; which has obtained

* On its first arrival, about the end of winter, it-has only a
feeble whistle, day and night, like the ortolans. . -
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fot it in many countries the denomination of the
Singing Thrush. The song is undoubtedly in-
tended to. attract the female; for even the
imperfect ‘imitation : of it will produce that
effect.

Each brqod follows separately thexr parents,
sometimes several of these chancing to meet in
the same wood, would induce us to think that
they associate in numerous flocks*; but their
union is fortuitous and momentary ; the fami-
lies soon separate, and even the individuals dis-
perse after they are able to provide singly their
subsistence .

These birds are found in Italy, France, Lor-
raine, England, Scotland, Sweden, where they
haunt the forests which abound with maples 1.
They migrate from Sweden into Poland fifteen
days before and after the festival of St. Michael,
when the weather is warm and calm.

Though the Throstle is quick-sighted, and
very alert to avoid its declared enemies, and to
escape from manifest dangers, it has at bottom
but little cunning, and is quite unguarded
against concealed stratagems: it is easily
caught either by the call or the gin, though less
so than the Red-wing. In some parts of Pos

* Frisch.~—Dr. Lottinger also says, that though they do not
migrate in troops, many are found together or pretty nigh

each other.
+ I am assured, however, that thev like the company of

the calendar Jarks.
1 Linnzus.— Faung Suecice.
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land, such numbers are taken that small barks
are loaded with them for exportation * Itisa
bird that delights in woods, and in such places
the snares may be laid with success.” It seldom
is met with in the plains, and even when it visits
the vines it consta.ntly retires into _the neigh-
bouring copses in the evening, and during the
heat of the day ; so that to succeed in catching
the Throstle, we ought to choose the proper
time—its departure in the morning, and its re-
turn in the evening, or the mid-day, when the
sun’s rays are most oppressive. Sometimes
they are intoxicated with eating ripe: grapes,
and then they fall an easy prey.

Willughby informs us, that this species breeds
in England, and resides there the whole year;
and he adds, that its flesh is excellent, but par-
takes of the quality of its food. Qur Throstle
subsists in autumn on chesnuts, beech-mast,
grapes, figs, ivy-berries, juniper-berries, the fruit
of the service-tree, and such like aliments. We
are not so certain what it lives upon in the
spring. In that season it commonly appears on
the ground in the woods, in wet places, and
among the bushes which skirt the flooded mea-~
dows, where it may be supposed to search for
earth-worms, snails, &c. If an intense vernal
frost happens, the Throstles, instead of flying
to milder climates, retire to the springs, and
languish and pine; and a continuance of this

* Rzaczinski,



300 THE THROSTLE.

severe weather will destroy- many of them.
This would seem to show, that cold is not the
sole cause of their migrations, but that they have
a certain circuit to describe annually in a given
time. It is said that pomegranates prove a
poison tc them. In Bugey, the nests of the
Throstles are much sought after, or rather their
young, which are dressed into delicate dishes.

I should suppose that this species was un-
known to the ancients; for Aristotle reckons
only three kiuds *, which are all different from
the present, and of which we shall treat in the
followiug articles.. Nor can we imagine that
Pliny meant this when he speaks of a new spe-
cies which appeared in Italy in the time of the
war between Otho and Vitellius; for that bird
was almost as large as a pigeon 1, and therefore
four times the size of the Throstle, which weighs
only three ounces.

I bave observed in a Throstle which lived
some time with me, that when it was angry it
cracked and snapped with its bill; its upper
mandible was also moveable, though much less
than the lower; also its tail was somewhat
forked, which is not very evident from the

figured.

* Hist. Anim. lib. ix. 20.

+ Pliny, lib. x. 49.

t It is nine inches long, and its alar extent thirteen and a
half. It-sings, especially in the evenings of the spring, from
the top of the highest tree; and breeds in bushes and
thickets. .Its nest is formed with earth, moss, and straws,
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the inside plastered with clay. It lays five or six eggs of a
blueish green, variegated with a few black spots. It is com-
monly fed with chopped meat and crumb of bread : it is fond
of grapes and other fruit. Sonnini mentions a2 woman who
kept one eight years, and fed it with bread-crumbs and rape-
seed. It consnmed fifty-two pounds a-year—a singular ob-
servation, which gives the proportion of nourishment neces-
sary for a bird of this kind in a stated time, and consequently
its ability to injure the farmer. W,
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VARIETIES OF THE THROSTLE.

I. Tne WHITE THROSTLE.. The sole
difference consists in the whiteness of its plum-
age; a quality which, though commonly
ascribed to the influence of the northern clim-
ates, may be produced by accidental causes in
the more temperate countries, as we have re-
marked in the history of the raven: but this
colour is not spread over the whole body, nor,
is it pure. The breast and neck are marked
with the speckles peculiar to the Thrushes,
though far more dilute and faint; the back is
shaded with a mixture of brown, and the breast
tinged with rufous, as in those figured by
Frisch; pl. 33, but without any description.
Sometimes nonc of the upper part of the body,
except the head, is white, as in that described
by Aldrovandus; at other times the lower part
of the neck only is marked by a white cross-bar,
like a half collar; and, in different individuals,
this colour certainly mingles variously with
those proper to the species.—But distinctions of
that sort cannot form cven permanent varieties.

II. The CRESTED THRUSH, mentioned
by Schwenckfeld, must also be regarded as a
variety of this specics; not only because it is
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of the same size, and its plumage similar, except
a whitish tuft, formed like that of the crested
lark, and also its collar white, but because it is
very rarc. It may be even said, that hitherto it
is unigue, since Schwenckfeld is the only person
who has seen it, and that only once when it was
caught in 1599 in the forests of the Duchy of
Lignitz.—It may be proper to mention, that
these birds have sometimes a crest formed
in drying, from the contraction of certain
muscles of the skin which covers the head.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

THAT ARE RELATED TO THE THROSTLE.

I

THE GUIANA THRUSH®#,

THE coloured figure conveys nearly all the
information which we possess with regard to
this little bird. Its taili is longer, and its wings
proportionably shorter than in the Throstle;
but its colours. are nearly the same, only the
speckles are spread as far as the last of the infe-
rior coverts of the tail.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus GUIANENSIS. T. viridi-fuscus, subtus flavescente-
albus maculis longitudinalibus nigricantibus,— LatA. Ind.
Orn. 1. p. 328. No. 3.

TuRDUS GUIANENSIS.— Gmel. Syst. i. p. 809.

LA GRIVE de la GUIANE.—Buf. Pl. Enl. 398. f. 1.—
Buff. par Sonn, xlv. p. 287.

GuiANA THRUSH.—Letk. Syn. iii. p. 20.3.

HABITAT

in Guiana,—7 pollices longus. W.
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As the Throstle visits the countries of the
north, and is besides very fond of changing its
residence, it may have thence migrated into
North America, and penetrated towards the
south, where it would experience the alterations
produced by- the difference of climate and of
food *. :

* This bird feeds on fruits ; its cry, or whistle, is similar
to that of our Thrush; it builds its nest of moss, on low
shrubs. It lays its eggs about the beginning of March, and
produces young in April : the eggs are oval, of a dirty white,
spotted with red. W.

11
THE LITTLE THRUSH *,

This bird occurs not only in Canada, but in
Pennsylvania, Carolina, and as far as Jamaica:

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus MiNoR, T. fusco-rfescens, corporg subtus ma-
culis nigricantibus vario, gula abdomine crissoque albis.—
Lath, Ind. Ora. i. p. 828. No. 5.

TurDUs MINOR.—Gmc!. Syst. i. p. 809.

Turpus IL1ACUS CAROLINENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 212. 4.

LA GRIVETTE d’AMERIQUE.—Buyff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 289.

La MAvuvjs de la CAROLINE.—PL Enl. 556. 2.

LirTrLE THRUSH.—Cutes. Cor. t. 31.—Eduw. t. 296.— 4rct.
Zool. ii. No. 201.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 20. 5.

HABITAT

in America; migtatoﬂus.;ei pollices longus. Ww.
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it spends only the summer in the northern pro-
vinces; though in the milder regions of the
south it resides the whole year. In Carolina it
haunts the thickest woods contiguous to the
swamps ; but in the hotter climate of Jamaica
it retires to the forests that cover the moun-
tains.

'The specimens described or figured by natu-
ralists differ in the colours of their feathers, of
their bill, and of their legs ; which would imply
(if they all belong to the same species) that the
plumage of the American throstles is no less
variable than those of Europe, and that they all
spring from a common stem. This conjecture
derives force from the numerous analogies
which this bird has to the Thrushes, in its
shape, in its port, in its propensity to migrate,
and to feed upon berries, in the yellow colour of
its internal parts, observed by Sloane, and in
the speckles which appear on its breast ; but it
seems the most nearly related to our throstle
and red-wing, and a comparison of the points of
similarity is necessary to determine the species
to which it belongs.

This bird is smaller than any of our Thrushes,
as in general are all the birds of America, if
compared with their archictypes in the old con-
tinent. Like thered-wing, it does notsing, and
has fewer speckles than that species, and there- -
fore thn any of the genus; like the red-wing,
also, its flesh is delicate.—So far the American
Thrush resembles the red-wing, but it has more
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numerous relations to our throstle; and, in my
opinion, more decisive ones. It has beards
round the bill, a sort of yellowish plate on the
breast; it readily settles and remains in a coun-
try which affords it subsistence; its cry is like
the winter-notes of the throstle, and therefore
unpleasaut, as generally are the cries of all birds
that live in wild countries inhabited by savages.
Besides, the throstle, and not the red-wing, is
found in Sweden, whence it could easily mi-
grate into America. '

This throstle arrives in Pennsylvania in the
month of May ; it continues there the whole of
the summer, during which time it hatches and
raises its young. Catesby tells us, that few of
these throstles are seen im Carolina, whether be-
cause a part only settle of what arrive, or that,
as we have already observed, they conceal them-
selves in the woods. They subsist on the ber-
ries of the holly, of the white-thorn, &e.

In the specimens described by Sloane, the
nostrils were wider, and the feet longer than in
those desciibed by Catesby and Brisson. Nor
was their plumage the same; and if these dif-
ferences were constant, we should have reason
to conclude that they belong to another family,
or at least are a permanent variety of this
species.
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IIIL.
THE REED THRUSH *{.

This bird has becn called the River Night-
ingale, because the male chaunts night and day
while the female is employed in hatching, and
because it haunts wet places. But though its
song has a greater extent, it is far from being so

®CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TuRDUS ARUNDINACEUS. T. fusco-ferrugineus, subtus
albido-testaceus, remigibus fuscis apice rufescentibus.—
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 334. No. 28.

TURDUS ARUNDINACEUS.—-Gmel, Sys. i. p. 834.—Bras. ii.
p- 219.6. t. 22. f. 1.

JuNco.—Raii Syn. p. 47. 2. p. 113. A."71—W:ll. p. 99. 223.
t. 58.—Id. (Angl.) p. 143. 311.

LA RoUSSEROLLE.—Buff. ‘Pl Eal. 518.-—-qu par Sonn. xlv.
p- 296. pl. 89. f. 1.

REED THRUSH~Lath. Syn. iii. p. 32.28,—Id. Sup. p. 141.

HABITAT
in Europze arunifipitis; Alauda major.—7 pollices longus.
W.

1 In Latia it “M caljed Julco, Cimbus, M Paluu-

loqurchatl, accordmg to eman z; Caracm. lccordmg to
Laet. The French name Rousserolle is derived from rousse,
the feminine of rows, which denotes its rufous plumage.
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pleasant as that of the nightingale. It is com-
- monly accompanied with a very brisk motion,
and a trembling of the whole.body. The bird
climbs like the creepers along thereeds and the
low willows in search of insects, which consti-
tute its food. ‘

The habit of this bird in frequenting the
marshes would seem to exclude it from the fa-
mily of the Thrushes ; but it resembles them so
much in its external form, that Klein, who saw
one almost alive, since it was killed in his pre-
sence, doubts whether it could be referred to
another genus. He informs us, that these birds
inhabit the islands in the mouth of the Vistula,
and make their nest on the ground along the
sides of the little hillocke covered with moss *,
He suspects that they pass the winter in the
dense marshy forests 1; and he adds, that the
upper part of their bedy is a rufous brown, the
lower of a dirty white, with some ash spots; the
bill black, the inside of the mouth orange, as in
the Thrushes, anl the legs lead-coloured.

An inteliigent observer has assyred me that
he was acquainted in Brie with a small bird of
this kind, and vulgarly called Effarvatte, which
also prattles continually, and lodges among the
reeds like the other. This reconciles the oppo-
site opinions of Klein and Brisson with regard

* It builds among the canes, says Belon, with small reed-
straw, and lays five or six eggs,

1 Belon at first supposed the Reed Thrush to be a bird of
passage, but afterwards discovered the contrary. -



310 FOREIGN BIRDS

‘Yo' the size of the Reed Thrush; the formey
maintaining that it is as"large as a throstle, the
latter that it does not exceed the lark. It flies
heavily, and flaps with its wings; the feathers
on its head are longer than the rest, and form an
indistinct crest.

Sennerat brought from the Philippines a true
Reed Thrush, exactly similar to that of No.
513%

+ It is larger than a lark, being seven inches long, Tts
eggs are yellowish-white, ‘with dusky spots.

IV.
THE MISSEL THRUSH # .

The Missel weighs five ounces, and is distin-
guished by its magnitude from all the other
Thrushes ;" but itis far from being so large as a

* CHARACTER SPECTFICUS.

TurbUs Viscrvorus. 'T. supra griseo-fuscus, sybtus albo.
flavicans maculis nigricantibus varius, rectricibus tribus
extimis albo terminatis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p.$28. No. 1.

TurpUs VIsgrvarus.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 806.—Raii Syn.
p. 64 A. 1l p, 137. t. 36.

Turpps:MaJor.~Brs.ii. p. 200. 1.

La DRAINE~—Buf. Pi. B, 480.—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p.
300. pl. 90. f. 2,

M1ssEL THRUSH.—Br. Zool. i. No. 105.—Arct. Zool. ii.
p. 341. B.—WVill. (dngl) p. 187. t. 36.—Lath. Syn, iii.
p. 16, 1. .
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magpie, which Aristotle is made to assert*; an
error probably of the. copyxst or perhaps it at-
. tains to a greater size in Greece than with us.

The Greeks and Romans considered the

Thrushes as birds of passage}, not excepting
the Missel, with which they were perfectly ac-
quainted under the name of wiscivorous Thrush,

or feeder on misletoe-berries S,

In Burgundy, the Missels arrive in flocks
about the months ‘of September and October,
coming most probably from the mountains of
Lorraine|.. Part of them pursue their journey,

HABITAT

in Europe sylvis ; in Anglia per totum annum manens ; alibi
migratoria. w.

+ In Greek, 1£ccegos, or Mugrowuanes: in Turkish, Gara-
tauk : in Italian, Tordo, Turdela, Gardenna, Dressa, Dressano,
Gasotto, Columbina: in German, Zeher, Zerner, Riering,
Schnarre, Schnerrer : in Polish, Orozd, Naywicksky, Jemiolu-
cha, Cnapio ; in Welsh it is called Pen y liwyn, which signi-
fies master of the coppice.

* Hist. Anim, lib. ix. 20.

1 Aristot: Hist. Anim. lib, viii. 16.—Pliny, lib, x. 24.—
Varro De Re Rustici, lib. iii. 5.

§ Bird-lime (viscus) was formerly made from the berries of
the misletoe: hence the Latin proverb Turdus malum sibi
cacat ; that parasite plant being supposed to be propagated
on the oak from the berries voided by the Missels. Bird-lime
is now obtained by macerating the inner bark of holly.

|| Dr. Lottinger of Sarbourg assures me, that such of the
Thrushes as remove from the mountains of Lorraine on the
approach of winter, depart in September and October, amd
return in the months of March and April; and that they
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and depart always in numerous bodies in the
beginning of winter, while the rest remain till
‘the month of March; for some of them always
continue during the summer both in Burgundy,
and in other provinces of Frauce, of (Germany,
of Poland ¥, &c. In Italy also, and in Eng-
land, so many nestle that Aldrovaudus saw the
new brood sold in the markets; and Albin does
not regard the Missels as birds of passage t.
Those which remain lay and hatch successtully.
They build their nests, sometimes in trecs of a
middling height, and sometimes on-the top of
such as are extremely tall, but always prefer
those which are most covered with moss. They
construct both the inside and outside with her-
bage, leaves, and moss, especially the white

breed in the forests with which the mountains are covered,
&c. This account agrees well with what we have given from
our own observation. But I must confess that another re-
mark of that gentleman disagrees with one of a very intelli.
gent ornithologist. The latter (M. Hebert) pretends that in
Brie the Thrushes assemble at no time of the year; whereas
M. Lottinger asserts that in Lorraine they always fly in flocks,
and in fuct they seem to arrive in troops about Montbard, as
T have remarked. Can their habits differ in different coun-
tries, or at different times? This is not altogether unexam-
pled; and I must add, from a more partiéular observation,
that after the November passage is over, those which remain
in our districts live separately till the time of hatching: in
short, that the assertions of these two observers may be true,
with certain restrictions.

* Rzaczynski.

+ The authors of the British Zoology are of the same opi,
pion.
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moss; and their nest resembles more that of
the blackbird than of the other thrushes, except
its being lined with bedding. They lay four o1
five grey-spotted eggs; they feed their young
with caterpillars, worms, slugs, and even snails,
the shell of which they break. The parents eat
all sorts of berries during the summer, cherries,
grapes, olives, the fruits of the cornel and the
service-trees; and in winter they subsist upon
the berries of the juniper, of the holly, of the
ivy, of the buck-thorn; upon beech-mast, sloes,
fennel, and, above all, upon mislctoe berries.
When disturbed they cry #7¢, tré, tré; hence
their name in the dialect of Burgundy draine,
and even some of the English names. In the
spring the females havg no other notes ; but the
males, sitting on the tops of the trees, sing
charmingly, and their warble consists of dif-
‘ferent airs that form a constantly varied suc-
cession. In winter they are no longer heard.
The male differs not in external appearance
from the female, except that he has more black
in his plumage.

These birds are of a gentle p’lcxﬁc temper;
they never fight with one another, but yet are
anxious for their own safety *. They are more
cautious even than the blackbirds, which are
generally reckoned very shy and timorous ; for
these are sometimes decoyed by the call, while

* This assertion is contradicted by Levaillant, who says,
that there is not a more cross or quarrelsome bird than the
Missel Thrush. . W,
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the Missels resist the allurement. They are,
however, caught sometimes in gins, though less
#requently than the throstles or red-wings.
Belon asserts, that the flesh of the Missel,
which he calls the Great Thrush, is of a supe-
rior flavour to that of the other species; but
this is contrary to the account of all other natu-
ralists, and to my own experience. Our Mis-
sels live not indeed upon olives, nor our small
throstles upon misletoe-berries, as those of which
he speaks ; and it is well known how much the
difference of food affects the quality of game *.

* The Missel Thrush resembles much the threstle, but the
spots on its breast are large and round, not elongated as in
the latter; and the inner coverts of its wings are white, those
of the throstle yellow. It is alco of superior size; for it is
eleven inches long, sixteen and a half broad, and weighs near
five ounces. 1t builds its nest in bushes, or in the sides of
trees, particularly the ash.
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VARIETY or Tue MISSEL THRUSH,

THE only variety I find in this species is the
Whitish Missel noticed by Aldrovandus. The
quills of its tail and wings were of a light and
almost whitish colour, the head and all the up-
per part of the body cinereous.

We may remark in this variety the alteration
of the colour of the quills, of the wings, and of
the tail, which are commonly supposed to be the
least_liable to change, and as being of a deeper
dye than the other feathers,

I may add that there arc always some Missels
which breed in the Royal Garden on the leaf-
less trees; they secm to be very fond of yew-
berries, and eat so plentifully of them that their
excrements are red; they are dlso attached to
the truit of the lote.

In Frovence the people have a sort of call
with which they imitate the vernal song of the
Missel Thrush and of the throstle. The person
conceals himself in a green arbour, from which
he can see through a loop-hole a pole, which
he has fastened to a neighbouring tree; the
Thrushes are invited by the call, and expecting
to mect with their companions, alight on the
pole, and fall by the shot of the fowler.
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THE FIELDFARE * .

Turs Thrush is the largest after the missel;
and like it can hardly be decoyed by the call,
but may be caught by a noose. It differs from

* CHAKACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PiLaris. T. fusco-rufescens, subtus nigricante
varius, rectricibus nigris, extimis margine interiore apice
albicantibus, capite uropygioque cano.-——LatI: Ind, Orn. 1.
p. 330. No. 11.

TurpUS PILARIS.—Gmel. Syst. i P 807.—Raii Sya. p. 64.”
A. 3.--Will. p. 138. t. 37.—Bris. ii. p. 214. 5.

LA LITORNE, ou ToUuRDELLE.—Buf. Pl. Enl. 400.—Buff.
par Sonn. xlv. p. 511. pl, 90. f. 1.

FIELDEFARE, or FELDEFARE.—Br. Zool. i. Ne. 106.—
Aret. Zool. ii. p. 340. A.—Will. (Angl.) p. 188, t. 37.—
Lath. Syn. iii. p. 24. 11.—Bew. Birds, i. p. 102.

HABITAT

in Europa ; autumno cum T Iliaco Angliam gregatim petens.
. Ww.

+ In Greek, Teixac, which is also adepted in Latin: in
Italian, Viscada, Viscardo, (I suspect these names to belong to
the Missel Thrush): in Spanish, Zorzol:,in German, Kram-
met-Vogel, Ziemmer: in Swiss, Reckolter, Wecholter, Wack~
holder-drostel : in Polish, Drozd-Srzedni, Kwiczot : in Danish,
Dobbelt Kramsfugl: in Norwegian, Graae-Trost, F ‘ield-Trost,
Norden Vinds Pibe : in Swedish, Kramstogel, Snoskata.
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the other thrushes by the yellow colour of its
bill, the deeper brown of its legs, and the cine-
reous, sometimes variegated with black, which
spreads over its head, behmd its neck, and upon
its rump.

The male and female have the same cry, which
will equally attract the wild Fieldfares in the
season of migration *. But the fcmale is dis-
tinguished from the male by the colour of her
bill, which is much duller. These birds, which
breed in Poland and Lower Austriaf, never
nestle in France. They arrive in flocks with
the red-wing about the beginning of December,
and make a loud noise as they fly {. . They
haunt the unploughed fields which are inter-
spersed with juniper bushes, and when they
appear again in the spring §, the} prefer the wet
meadows. In general they inhabit the woods
much less than the two preceding species.
Sometimes they make an early but transient ap-
pearance when the services are ripe, “of which
they are very fond, though they necvertheless
retdrn at the usyal time.

It is not an uncommon thing to scc the
Fieldfares assemble to the number of two or
three thousand in a spot where there are ripe
services, which they devour with such voracity,

* Frisch, + Klein, and Kramer. ': Rzaczynski.
§ They arrive in England about the beginning of October,
and depart in the month.of May.—Britisk Zovlogy.
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that they throw half of them on the ground.
After rains they frequently run along the ditches
in search of worms and slugs. In the time of
hard frosts, they live upon the haws of the
white-thorn, the berries of the misletoe, and
those of other plants*,

We may infer then that the Fieldfares are of
a much more social disposition than the thros-
tles or the missels. They sometimes go single,
but for the most part they form, as I have al-
ready rcmarked, very numerous flocks, fly in a
body, #nd spread through the meadows in search
of food, never losing sight of their society.
They all collect together upon the same tree at
certain hours of the day, or when at any time
they are alarmed at the ncar approach of a
person.

Linnxus mentions a TFieldfare, which was
bred in the house of a wine-merchant, and be-
came so familiar that it would run along the ta-
ble and drink the winc out of the glasses; it
drank so much that it grew bald, but being shut
up in its cage and denicd wine, it recovered its
plumage . This little anccdote presents two
remarkable facts; the effect of wine upon the
feathers of a bird, and the instance of a tame
Fieldfare, which is very uncommon; for the
Thrushes canpot be, as I have before said, casily
domesticated.

* Lottinger. + Fauna Suecica, p. 71.
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The Fieldfares are the more numerous in pro-
portion to the severity of the weather; they
seem to be even a sign of its continuance, for
the fowlers and those who live in the country
Jjudge that the winter is not over as long as the
Fieldfares are heard. They retire in summer
into the northern countries, where they breed
and find abundance of junipers. Frisch ascribes
to this sort of food the excellent quality he dis-
covered in their flesh. I own that there is no
disputing about tastes, but I must say that in
Burgundy this Thrush is reckoned very®indif-
ferent eating, and that in general the flavour
communicated by juniper is always somewhat
bitter. Others assert that the flesh of the
Fieldfares is never better or more succulent
than when it feeds on worms and insects.

The Fieldfare was known by the ancients
under the name of Turdus Pilaris ; not because
it has been always caught with a noose, as .
Salerne says, a quality which would not have
distinguished it from the other Thrushes, but
because :he hairs or black bristles round its bill,
which project forwards, are longer in this spe-
cies than in the throstle or the misscl. We may
add, that its claws arc very strong, as remarked
in the British Zoology. Frisch relates, that if
the young of the missel be put ina Fieldfare's
nest, it will feed and educate them as its own ;
but I would not thence infer, as Frisch has done,
that we might expect to obtain an hybridous
race : for no person surely looks for a ngw breed
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between the hen and the drake, though the hen
often rears whole hatches of ducklings*,

* The Fieldfare is ten inches long, seventeen broad, and
weighs four ounces. They never breed in Great Britain, but
arrive in flocks with the red-wings in the end of September,
and retire in the beginning of March: but what is singular,
they appear for a fortnight about Michaelmas, and again for
about a week in April. Linnwus and Latham think that the
Fieldfares were the thrushes which the Romans fattened in
their voleries.
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VARIETY OF THE FIELDFARE*.

Tue PIED or SPOTTED FIELDFARE. It
is variegated with white, black, and many other
colours, so distributed that (except the head and
the neck, which are white spotted with black,
and the tail, which is entirely black) the dusky
hues, interspersed with white spots, prevail on
the upper part of the body ; and, on the con-
trary, the light colours, especially the white, are
spread over the lower part marked with black
speckles, most of which are shaped like small
crescents. This Fieldfare is of the ordinary
size.

We ought to refer to this the White-headed
Fieldfare of Brisson. It has no black speckles,
and as its white is what alone distinguishes it
from the common Ficldfare, we may consider it

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PiLaRis. T. nigro maculatys, capie collo
subtusque albe, gula pectoreque rufis, dorso fusco,
uropygio cinereo,~ Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 330, No. 11.
Var. 8. :

Turbus PrLaris NEvivs.—Bris. ii. p. 218. B.

VARIETE' de la LITORNE.— Byf. par Sonn. xlv. p. 617.

P1ED FIELDFARE—Al. ii. t. 30.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 25. A.

Ww.
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as intermediate between that and the Spotted
Fieldfare. It is even natural to suppose that
the change of plumage would begin at the head,
since the colour of that part varies in different

individuals.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE FIELDFARE.

I
THE CAYENNE FIELDFARE *.

I rErER this Thiush to the Fieldfare, because
it appears to be more closely related to that
species than to any other, by the colour of the
uppet part of its body and of its legs. It differs
in many respects from the whole genus: its
breast‘and the under part of its body are not so
distinctly dappled ; its plumage is more exten-
sively variegated, though in a different manner,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CAYANuUs. T. tinereus, subtus albus pennis me-
dio nigricantibus, gula nigricante, alis nmigris, tectricibus
majoribus ferrugineo-marginatis.— Lath: Ind. Orn. i. p. 332.
No. 19, .

TuRDUS CAYENNENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 816.

LA LitorNE de CA®ENNE.—Buf-. par Sonn. xlv, p. 322.

LA GRivE de CAYENNE.—PI. Exl. 515.

CAYENNE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 29, 19,

HABITAT

in Cayana.—8 pollices longus. T W
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almost all the feathers of the upper and under
side of the body being edged with a lighter co-
lour, which marks nicely their shape; and
lastly, the lower mandible is scalloped near the
poin.t ;—and these differences are sufficient to
constitute it a distinct species, till ve are better
acquainted with its habits and dispositions.

IL
THE CANADA FIELDFARE-®«.

Fieldfare is the name which Catesby applies
to the Thrush described and figured in his Na-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus MiGrRATORIUS. T. griseus, abdomine rufo, pal-
pebris albis, rectrice extima apice interiore alba.—Lat/.
Ind. Orn. i. p. 330. No. 12,

Turpus M1GRATORIUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 811.—Kalm.
I¢. iii. p. 46.—1d. Trazx. ii. p. 90.

TurDpUs CANADENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 225. 9.

LA LITORNE de CANADA.—Buf. par Sonn. xlv. p. 337.

LA GrivE du CaNADA.—PL Enl. 558. 1.,

FIELDFARE of CAROLINA. — Cut. Car. 'i. t. 29.—Phil.
Trans. Ixii. p. 399. v

RED-BREASTED THRUSH.— Arct. Zool. ii. No. 196.—LatA.
Syn. iii. p. 26.

HABITAT

in Awreries sententrionali.—9 pollices longus, w.
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tural History of Carolina; and I adopt it the
more readily, since that species spends at least
a part of the year in Sweden, and could thence
migrate into the New World, and produce other
varieties. In the Canada Fieldfare the orbits
are white, there is a spot of the same colour be-
tween the eye and the bill, the upper part of the
body is brown, the under orange before, and
variegated behind with dirty white and rusty
brown, shaded with a greenish tinge; there are
also some speckles under its throat, whose
ground colour is white. In winter it advances
in numerous flocks from the northern parts of
America to Virginja and Carolina, and returns
in the spring. It resembles our Fieldfare in this
circumstance, but it sipgs better*. Catesby
says that it has a sharp note like the guy-
thrush or missel. He also tells us that one f
these Canada Fieldfares having discovered the
first privet that was planted in Virginia, took
so great a liking to the fruit, that it remained
all the summer. Catesby was informed that
these birds breed in Maryland, where they re-
main the whole year .

'* We must remember that the song of a hird cannot be
known unless it be heard in the season of love, and that the
Fieldfare never breeds in our climates.

+The Red-breasted Thrushes seem to trdverse the whole
extent of North America. In Hudson’s Bay they appear in
pairs about the beginning of May: at Moose Fort they nestle,
and hateh in fourteen days; -at Severn Settlement, four de-
grees farther north, they require twenty-six. In the Statg of
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New-York they arrive in February, lay their eggs jn May,
and retire southwards in October. They live upon worms,
insects, the seeds of the sassafras shrub, and v.mous sorts of
berries.  Their nest is compnscd of roots, moss, &c. The
male is assiduous in aiding his mate during incubation, Slu

lays four or five egg, of a fine sea-green,

IIL

THE RED-WING ¥+

This small Thrush is the most useful of them
all, since it is the best to eat, especially in Bur-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Torpus ILiACUS. T griseo-fuscus, subtus albidus macylis
fuscis, alis subtus ferrugmexs, superciliis albicantibus.—
Lath. Ind. Ora. i p. 339. No. 7.

TuRDU& ILIACUS,—Gmel. Syst, i.p 808.—Raii Sy», p. 64,
A. 4—Wil. p. 139.—Bris, ii. P 208. 3. t. 20. f. 1.
Klein, Ap. p. 66. 8.

Le Mauvis.—Buf. Pl. Enl. 51.—Buf.. par Scmu xlv. p. 380,
pl. 91. fig. 2.

RED-WING, SWINEPIPE, or WIND THRUSH.—Br. Zool.
No- 108 —Arct. ‘00‘ u- p w p —Id‘- s”o m'P' m- 70
qu Birds, i. p.-108.

BABITAY
in Europa,—8 pollices !gngus. w.

t+ In ltalian, Molvizzo, Tordo-sacello, Cion, Cipper: in
Svanish, Mglvis: in German, Wde(WmeThroatk).
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gundy, where its flesh is delicious *. Besides,”
it is oftener caught in the noose than any other,
and is therefore the most valuable species both’
for its quantity and its quality f. It generally
appears the second, that-is, after the throstle
and before the fieldfare; and it arrives in large-
bodies in November, and departs before Christ-
mas. It breeds in the woods near Dantzic {,
but seldom or never settles in our provinces, ot
in Lorraine, where it arrives in April, and re-
tires about the end of,the same month, and ap-
pears not again till autumn ; though that coun-
try affords abundance of proper food in its vast
forests. It halts there a certain time at least,

and does not, as Frisch asserts, remove merely
into some parts of Ggrmany§. Its common

Roth-drostel (Red Throstle), Heide-drostel (Heath Throstle),
Pﬁ ef-drostel (Pipe Throstle), Behemle, Bokemerlin, Bohemerle :
in Swiss, Berg-l’:o:lel Wintzel, Girerle, Gizerle : in Palish,
Drozd-mmeyny in Swedish, Klera, Kladra, Tall-Trast.

* Linnwmus asserts the contrary, Syst. Nat. p.169. This
difference between one country and another depends proba-
bly on that of the quality of the food, or perhaps on that of
tastes.

t Frisch and the fowlers assert, that it is not egsily taken
with nooses, when they are made of white or of black hau's
in Burgundy they are made of these two sorts twisted to-
gether. '

t Klein,

§ The Red-wing alsq nestles in some parts of Holland,
covered by the elder and the servnce—tree, and feeds upon :
their fruits. This bird is said to lay two or three times in a
year, in Holland; in April, May, and June. It lays six eggs
@f a greenish colour, spotted with plack. The male attends
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food is berries and small worms, . which it .finds
by scraping the ground. It is distiuguished
from the other Thrushes, by.its feathers. being
more glossy and shining, its bill and eyes are
of deeper black than tie tirostle, whose
size it approaches, aud by its having fewer
speckles on the breast. It is alsu ren.arkable
for the orange colour uuder its wing, a cir-
cumstauce which has occasioned its being
called in several languages, Red-winged Thrusk.
Its ordinary cry is tan, tan, kan. kan; and
when it perceives a fox, its natural-cuemy, it
leads him off to a great distauce; as do also
the blackbirds, repeating always the same notes.
Most paturalists remark that it never sings; but
this assertion needs to be qualified, and we can
only say that it is seldom hcard to sing in coun-
teries where it does not appear in the seasou of
love, as in France, England, &c. An excel-
lent observer, M. Hebert, has informed me,
that he has wituessed its chanting in the spring
in Brie; twelve or fifteen of them sat on a tree
and warbled like linnets. Another observer, who
lives in the south of Provence, tells me, that
the Red- wing only whistles, which it does
incessantly ; we may infer, therefore, that it
does not breed in that country.
Aristotle mentions it by the name of Ihian
Thrush, as being the smallest and the least

the female with food, while she sits, and both swallow the
excrements of their young while they remain in the nest.
fSee Nazeman Nederl. Vogel.i. p. 21.) . . W..
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spotted of the Thrushes®. This epithet seems
to imply that it was brought into Greece from
the coasts of Asia, where once stood flium, the
city of Troy.

I have traced an analogy between this species
and the fieldfare. They are both foreign, and
only visit our climate twice a year{; they as-
semble in numerous flocks at certain hours to
chirp together; they are similarly marked with
speckles on the breast. But the Red-wing is
also related to the throstle; its flesh is not in-
ferior in quality, the under surface of its wing
is yellow, but more lively indeed, and of an
orauge tinge; it often occurs siugle in the
woods, and visits the vineyards, like the thros-
tle, with which Lottinger has observed it often
to fly in company, especially in the spring.
From the whole it appears that this species is
furnished with the means of subsisting of the
other two, and that in many respects it may
be regarded as forming the shade between the
throstle and the fieldfare }.

* Aristotle, Hist. Anim, lib. ix. 20

+ In Natural History, as in many other subjects, general
observations always admit of exceptions. Though for the
most part the Red-wing does not spend the winter in our
climates, I am assured by M. Hebert, that he killed, one
year in ahard frost, several dozens on'a white-thorn which
was still loaded with its berrics. '

t It is smaller than the field-fare, and nearly nine iuches.
long.. It breeds in the north of Europe, in hedges and
bushes, and lays six eggs of a blueish-green, spotted with
black, -
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WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE THRUSHES AND
BLACKBIRDS.

I

THE BARBARY THRUSH * 4.

It resembles the Thrushes in its general shape,
in its bill, and the streaks on its breast dis-
persed regularly upon a white ground; ip short,
by all the exterior characters, except its legs

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

TurDUs BARBARIcUs. T. virescens, pectore albo migri-
cante maculato, uropygio caudaque apice luteis.— Latk.
Iud. Ora. i. p. 329. No. 9.

TuRDUS BARBARICUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 808. -

LA GRIVE BASSETERRE de BARBARIE.—Buf. par Sonn.
xlv. p. 337.

GREEN THRUSH.—Shaw's Tr. p. 253.

BARBARY THRyYSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 23. 9,

HABITAT
in Barbaria. W,

+ Termed Bassette, an account of its short legs,
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and its wings. Its legs are not only shorter,

but stronger ; in which it is oppesite to the
hoamy, and seems to resemble somewhat our
missel, which has its legs shorter in propor-
tion than the other three species. With regard

to the plumage, jt is extremely beautiful: the

prevailing coloul on the upper part of the

body, including the head and the tail, is a
light brilliant green, and the rump is tinged
with a fine yellow, as also the extremity of the

coverts of the tail and of the wings, of which

the quills are of a less vivid colour. But this

enumeration of the colours, were it even more

complete, will by no means give a just idea of
the effect which they produce in the bird

itself ; a pencil, and not words, can exhibit

itsbeauty. Dr. Shaw, who saw this Thrush in

its native country, compares its plumage to

that of the richest birds of America; he adds,

that it is not very common, and appears only

in the season when the figs are ripe. This

would show that’ these fruits direct its mi-

gration. and in this single fact I perceive two
analogies between this bird and the Thrushes;

both birds of passage, and both excessively fond

of figs,
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II.

THE RED-LEGGED.THRUSH *.

All the upper-part of the body of this bird,
its head and neck, are of a deep ash colour;

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PLuMBEUs. T. ater, axillis luteis, cauda cuneata.
( Mas.)—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 334. No. 29.

TtrpUS PLUMBEUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 814, .

Turpus THILIUS.—Molin. Chil, p, 221.—Id. (ed Gall.)
p- 230.

HABITAT

in Chili, frequentissimus, numerosissimus ; ripas fluvioram
frequentat,

Magnitudo sequentis 8. cujus mas est.—Corprs totam
nigrum, macula sub alis lutea excepta : cauda cuneiformis.

«

8. 'T. ccerulescens, gula atro punctata, cauda cunenta, rectri-
cibus quatuor, exterioribus apice albis. ( Femina.)

Turpus PLuMBEUS.—Lin. Syst. i. p. 294. 12.

MERULA AMERICANA CINEREA.—Bris. ii. p. 288, 40.

LA GRIVE CENDRE'E 'AMERIQUE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 560.1.
—Buff. par Sonn. xlv. p. 340.

Rep-LEGGED THRUSH.—Arct. Zool. ii. No. 200.—Cates.
Car. i. t. 30.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 33. 29.

HABITAT

in America ; magnitudine iliaci.—10 pollices longus. W.
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which extends over the small coverts of the
wings, and, passing under the body, rises on
the one hand as far as the throat, without suf-
fering any change ; and, on the other, descends
to the lower belly, shading however gradually
into white, which is also the colcur of the co-
verts under the tail. The throat too is white,
but dappled with black; the quills and the
great coverts of the wings are blackish, and
edged externally with cinereous. The twelve
quills of the tail are tapered and Dblackish, like
those of the wing, but the three outer ones on
each sidc are terminated by a white spot, which
is the larger, the nearer it is to the margin.
The iris, the orbits, the bill, and the legs, are
red; the space betwegn the eye and the bill
black, and the palate tinged with a vivid
orange.

The total length is about ten inches; its alar
extent near fourteen, its tail four, its leg
eighteen lines, its bill twelve, its weight two
ounces and a half; lastly, its wings when
closed do not reach the middle of the tail.

This bird is subject to variety ; for in the
one observed by Catesby, the bill and throat
were black. May we not ascribe this difference
of colours to sex? Catesby only says that the
male is a third smaller than the female; he
adds, that these birds feed on the berries of the
tree which _Produces gum elemi.

It is found in Carolina, and, according to
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Brisson, it is very common in the islands of
Andros and Ilathera *.

* Sonnini thinks it is not an inhabitant of these islands,
and says that e never met with the bird in any of the
islands of the Archipelago, W,

IIL

THE SMALL THRUSH of the
Phillippines *

We owe this to Sonnerat. The fore-part of
its neck and breast are dappled with white upon
a rufous ground; the rest of the lower part of
the body is dirty white, bordering on yellow;
and the upper part of the body is of a deep
brown, with an olive tinge.

* ECHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PHILIPPENSIS. T. olivaceo-fuscus, colfo pectore-
que’ rufis albo-maculatis, abdomine flavescente-albo.—
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 338. No. 39.

Turavs PHILIPPENsIS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 814.

LA PETITE GRIVE des PHILIPPINES.—Buyff. par Somn.
xlv. p. 345.

PuiLipPINE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 38.

HABITAT

in insulis Philippinis, Ww.
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The size of this bird is inferior to- that of the
red-wing ; we cannot ascertain its alar extent,
since the wing-quills in the specimen which we
have observed are incomplete.

IV.

THE HOAMY of China

Brisson is the first who has described this
bird, or rathet the female of it. This female is
somewhat smaller than a red - wing, which
it resembles as well #5 the throstle, and still
more the Canada Thrush, its legs being pro-
portionably longer than in the other Thrushes;
they are yellowish, as is the bill ; the upper
part of the body is of a brown, bordering upon

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus SINENsis. T. rufescens, capite fusco striato,
superciliis albis, rectricibus fuscis, strigis obscurioribus,
pedibus flavis.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 337. No. 85.

TURDUS SINENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 829.—Briss. ii. p. 221.
7.t.23.f. 1.

L'HoamY de la CHINE.~Buff. par Somn. xlv. p. 346.

CHINESE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 86. 33.—1d. Sup.
p- 141.

HABITAT

in China, India.—8% pollices longus. W.



336 FOREIGN BIRDS

rufous, the under of a light and uniform rufous;
the head and neck are striped longitudinally
with brown; the tail is also of the same co-
lour, only barred. transversely. '
Such is nearly the description of the ex-
ternal appearance of this bird ; but we are not
informed with regard to its instincts and
habits. If it be really a Thrush, as it is said,
its breast is like that of the Red Thrush, not
dappled. '

V.

THE LITTLE THRUSH of St.
Domirgo *.

This Thrush is, in point of smallness, like
the American Thrush ; its head is ornamented

% CHHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurDUS AuRoCAPILLUS. T. olivaceus subtus albus,
vertice aureo, superciliis nigris, pectore nigro maculato.—
Lath. Ind.Ora. i. p. 328. No. 6.

MoTaciLLA AUROCAPILLA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 982.

FICEDULA PENNSILVANICA AUROCAPILLA.— Bris. ii.

. P 504.57.t.28. f. 2.

LA GRIVELETTE de ST. DoMINGUE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 398.
f 2.—Buf. par Soun. xlv, p. 348.

GOLDEN-CROWNED THRUSH.—Arct. Zool. ii. No, 203
Edw, t. 2562.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 21. 6.

‘HABITAT
Jeansylvania.—53 pollices longus. - . w.
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with a sort of crown or cap of bright orange,
verging upon: red. '

.The specimen figured by Edwards, PL 252,
differs from ours in not bemg dappled under the
belly. - It was caught in' November, 1751, at
sea, eight or ten leagues off the island of St.
Domingo; which led Edwards to suppose that
it was one of those birds of passage which every
year leave the continent of North America on
the approach of winter, and depart from the
Cape of Florida in quest. of milder seasons.
This ‘conjecture was verified. Bartram in-
formed Edwards, that these birds arrived in
Pennsylvania in the month of April, and re-
mained there during the whole summer. He
added, that the female.built its nest on the
ground, or rather in heaps of dry leaves, where
it formed a sort of excavation; that it lined it
with grass, and always chose theé slope of a hill
facing the south, and that it laid four or ﬁve’
eggs spotted with brown. Such differences In
the colour of the eggs, in that of the plumage,
and in the mode of nestling, seem to point at a
nature distinct from that of our European
Thrushes *,

* There are more of these birds in St. Domingo in the
winter than the spring. They live in the thick and solitary
woods, near rivulets, They are almost always alone, and
more than twe are never seen together. They do not ap-
pear to lay their eggs in St. Dommgo, but mpestle in the
proviuce of New-York, Ww.



838 JOREIGN  BIRDS

VI

THE LITTLE CRESTED OUZEL of

China ®.

I place this bird between the Thrushes and
the Ouzels, or Blackbirds, because it has the
port and the ground colours of the Thrushes,
but without the dapples, which we may con-
sider in general as the distinctive charaater of
that genus. The feathers on the crown of the
bead are longer than the rest, and the bird can
erect them into a crest. It has a rose-colour
mark behind the eye; another more consider-
able of the same polour, but not so bright, un-

* CHHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

LaN1vus Jocosus. Lanius cauda cuneiformi, capite cristato,
.,zorpore griseo, palpebra inferiore perpurea, ano sanguineo.
~Lath, Ind. Orn, i, p.'73. No. 22.
LAN1us Jocosus.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 31D,
MERULA SINENSIS CRISTATA MyNOR.—Bris. ii. p, 256.

- 929.t.91 f 2 ,
LE PETIT MERLK HUPPE'E des INDES.—Sonn, Voy. Ind,

ii. p. 189. t. p. 109.
- de la CHINE.,—Buf. Pl. Eql.

508.—Buff. par Saan. xlv. p. 381,
JocosE SHRIKR.—DPiyow's Voy, t. p. aso.—-Lath Syn. i,

p- 176. 26.

HABITAT

in China,»~7} pallices longus. -
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- der the tail; and its legs are of a reddish brown:-
Its size is nearly that of the lark, and its wings,
-which when displayed extend ten inches,
scarcely reach, when closed, to the middle of
the tail. The tail consists of twelve tapered
quills. Brown more or less deep is the pre-
vailing colour of the upper part of the body,
including the wings, the crest, and the head,
but the four lateral quills on either side of the
tail are tipt with white. The under part of the
body is of this last colour, with some tints of
brown over the breast. I must not forget two
blackish streaks, which, rising from the cor-
ners of the bill, and extending over a white
ground, make a kind of mustachio, which has
a remarkable effect.
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THE MOCKING BIRDS*.

Evzry remarkable bird has always many
names, but if it be at the same time a native of
a foreign climate, this embarrassing multitude,
disgraceful to Natural History, is increased by
the confusion of species. Such is the case with
the American Mocking Birds. It is easy to
perceive that Brisson’s Mocking Bird, and the
Cinereous Blackbird of St. Domingo, P/ Enl.
No. 558, both belong to the same species, the
only difference being that the former has some-
what less of the grey colour in the under side
of the body than the latter, It will also ap-
pear, from comparison, that Brissons Black-
bird of St. Domingo is likewise the same, dis-
tinguished only by some lighter or deeper tints
on-its plumage and its tail-quills, which are
hardly at all tapered. In like manner we shall
find that the Tsonpan of Fernandez is either the
female of the Cencontlatolli, that is, of the
Mocking Bird, as Fernandez himself suspects,
oF at least a permanent variety of that species 1.

* Les Mogueurs.—Bug.
% Historia Avium Novee Hispanix, cap. xx.—Nieremberg -

ealls it Tzanpon, Hist. Nat, Lib, x; cap. 77.: and Edwards,

Trauvan, *
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Tt is true that its plumage is.less uniform, be-
ing mixed above with white, black, and brown,
and below with white, black, and cinereous;
but the fundamental colour is the same, as also
its size, its general shape, its song, and climate.
We may sdy the same of the Tetzomparn and
Centzonpantli of Fernandez *; for in the short
mention which that author has made of it, fea-
tures of analocy are to be met with in size, in
colour, and in song, and no instance of dis-
parity occurs. Besides, the resemblance be-
tween the names T20npan, Tetzonpan, Centzon-
pantli, seems to show that they mark a single
species, and that the diversity has arisen from
the mistake of the transcriber, or the difference
of the Mexican dialeets. — Lastly, we can
scarcely hesitate to admit among the species the
bird, called by Brisson, the Great Mocking
Bird, and which he says is the same with
Sloane’s Mocking Bird, though, according to
the dimensions given by Sloane, this is the
smallest of the kind; but Sloane regards it as
_the Cencontlatolli of Fernandez, which Brisson
makes his ordinary Mocking Bird. But Bris-
son has himself, without perceiving it, admit-
ted the position which I hold ; for he quotes
two passages from Ray, which applied to the
same bird, and refers one to his great, and the
other to his small species. The only difference
between the two is, that the great Mocking

* Cap. exv.



342 THE MOCKING BIRDS. .

‘Bird has a somewhat browner plumage, and
longer legs*; and its describers have taken no
notice of its tapered tail.

After this reduction, there remains only two
species of Mocking Birds, wiz. The French
Mocking Bird and the Ordinrry Mocking Bird.
I shall treat of them in the order I have
named them, as itis nearly that of their relatlon
to the thrushes.

® The expression of Sleane is somewhat ambiguous; he
says that its legs and fedt are an inch and three quarters long.
Does he mean the leg with the tarsus, or the tarsus with
the toes? Brisson understood it to signify the tarsus alone.
(This last is certainly the usual meaning of the leg of a bird
in English, and accordingly we have translated the French.

picd by leg. Tr.)



¢ #3 )

"THE FRENCH MOCKING BIRD*.

No~ne of the American Mocking Birds re-
sembles so much our thrushes in the speckles
on the breast, as this; but it differs widely
from them in the proportions between the tail
and wings, these ending, when closed, almost
where the tail begins. The tail is more than
four inches long, which exceeds the third of
the whole length of the bird, that being only
eleven inches. Its sizgis intermediate between
that of the missel and the fieldfare. Its eyes
are yellow, its bill blackish, its legs brown,
and all the upper part of the body of a-fox co-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus Rurus.  T. ferrugineus, subtus dilutior maculatus,
remigibus unicoloribus, cauda rotundata, rectricibus rufis.
—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 338. No. 44.

TurpUs RUFUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 812.

CAROLINENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 223. 8.

Lk [Mogueur FRANgo1s.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 645.—Buf’. par
Sonn. xlv, p. 359. pl. 92. fig. 1.

Fox-coLoURED THRUSH.—Caf. Car, i. t. 28.—4rct, Zool.

No. 195.
FerRrUGINOUS THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 89, 41. -

HABITAT

in America,—11 pollices lonens. wr



344 THE FRENCH MOCKING BIRD.

lour, but with a mixture of brown. These twa
colours also predominate on the wing-quills,
though separately; the rufous on the outer
webs, the brown on the inner. The great and
middle coverts of the wings are tipped with
white, which forms two streaks that cross the
wings obliquely.

The under side of the body is dirty white
spotted with a dusky bfown, but these spots are
more straggling than in our thrushes: the tail
is taperced, somewhat drooping, and entirely
rufous. The song of the French Mocking
Bird has some variety, but not comparable to
that of the proper Mocking Bird. '

It feeds commonly on a kind of black cher-
ries, which are very different from those of
Europe, since they hang in clusters. It re-
mains all the yearin Carolina and Virginia, and
consequently is not, at least in those provinces,
a bird of passage :—another analogous circum-
stance to our thrushes *.

* It inhabits North America; appears in New-York in
May, and retires southwards in August. It builds in low
bushes, and lays five eggs, thick spotted with ferruginous.
It is much inferior in the variety of its notes to the true
Mocking Bird.
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THE MOCKING BIRD %

WE have here a striking exception to the
general remark made by travellers, thatin pro-
portion as the plumage of the birds in the
New World are rich, elegant, and splendid, so
their notes are harsh, raucous, and monotonous.
The Mocking Bird is, on the contrary, if we
believe Fernandez, Nieremberg, and’ the native
Americans, the sweetest chorister of the fea-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PorLycrorTus. T. obscure cinereus, subtus
pallido-cigereus, remigibus primoribus exteriore dimidio
albis,—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 339: No. 45.

TurpUS POLYGLOTTUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 812.

~——-—— AMERICANUS MINOR CANORUS.—Ruaii Syx. p. 64.
5.—Id. p. 185, 31.—Sloan. Jam. ii. p. 306. 34.t. 256. f. 3.
—(Mas.) ~

MiMus Major.—Bris. ii. p. 266. 29.

LE MogQuEUR.—Buf. par Sonn. xlv. p. 362. pl. 92. fig. 2.

Mock-BIRD.—Cat. Car. i. t. 279.—Kalm, It. ii. p. 336.—
Id. Voy. i. p. 217.—ii. p. 90. t. 8.

MiMtc THRUSH.—d4rct, Zool. ii. No. 194.—Lath. Sya. iii.
P 40. 42,

HABITAT
in Virginin‘,'arolina, Jamaica. - Ww.
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thered race, not excepting the nightingale. It
equals that charming bird in the melody of its
song; but it possesses besides the power of
imitating the cries of other animals: hence is
derived its name. Nor is it satisfied with
barely re-echoing the sounds. It gives them
softness and grace. Accordingly the savages
have bestowed upon it the appellation of cen-
contlatolli ; that is, four hundred languages;
and the learned have employed the epithet
polyglor. But the Mocking Bird mingles action
with its song, and its measured movements
accompany and express the succession of its
emotions. Its prelude is to rise slowly with
expanded wings, and soon sink back to the
same spot, its head hanging downwards. Its
action now corresponds with the varied nature
of its music. If the notes are brisk and lively,
it describes in the air a number of circles cross-
ing each other; or it ascends and descends"
continually in a spiral line. If they are loud
and rapid, it with equal briskness flaps its
wings. Is its song unequal? it flutters," it
bounds. Do its tones soften by degrees, melt
into tender strains, and die away in a- pause
more charming than the sweetest melody? it
gently diminishes- its.action, glides smoothly
above its tree, till the wavings of its wings
begin to be imperceptible, at last cease, and
the bird remains suspendedsand motionless in
the air.

The plumage of this American nightingale
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by no means corresponds with the beauty of
its song;*the colours are very ordinary, and
have neither brilliancy nor variety. The tpper
side of the body is a greyish brown; the
upper side of the wings and of the tail are still
of a deepér brown; only it is interrupted, 1.on*
the wings by a white mark which crosses it
obliquely near the middle of its length, and
sometimes a few small white speckles are scat-
tered on the forepart; 2. on the tail by an
edging of the same white colour; and lastly,
on the head with a circle of the same, which
forms a sort of crown *, and, extending over the
eyes, appears like two distinct eye-lids. The
under side of the body is white from the throat
as far as the end of the tail. We perceive in
the figure given by Edwards a few dapples,
some on the sides of the neck, and others on
the white of the great coverts under the wings.

The Mocking Bird approaches the red-wing
in size; its tail is somewhat tapered f, and its
feet are blackish ; its bill is of the same colour,
and with long bristles that grow above the
angles of its opening; lastly, its wings are
shorter than those of our thrushes, but longer
than those of the French Mocking Bird.

It is found in Carolina, Jamaica, New Spain,
&c. It in general loves the hot climates, but
can subsist in the temperate. In Jamaica it is

* Fernandez.
* 4 This sonenrs vot im Sloame’s Seures
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very common in the savannas of the woody
parts of the island ; it perches on the highest
branches, and chants its sonig. It often builds
its nest on the ebony trees. Its eggs are spot-
ted with brown. It feeds on cherries and the
berries of the white-thorn and cornelstree *, and
even on insects. Its flesh is esteemed excellent.
It is not easily raised in a cage; but ' this may
be accomplished by care and kind treatment.
It is besides a familiar bird, which seems to be
fond of man, approaches his dwellings, and
even perches on the chimney tops.
JIn the subject which Sloanc dissected, the
stomach was a little muscular, the liver whitish,
and the intestines were folded in a vast number

of circumvolutions .

* The Dogwood, Cornus Florida, Linn.

+ In the northern provinces of America, as New-York,
they appear only during the summer. In the warmer parts
of the continent they sing incessantly, by night and day,
from March to August. They often breed in fruit-trees,
«but are shy during the time of incubation. They lay five or
six eggs, which are blue, thickly spotted with rufoys.

There is a smaller kind of Mocking Bird, which has ob-
tained the following appellations from naturalists :
Turdus Orpheus.—Linn and Gmel.
Mimus.—Briss.
Avis Polyglotta.—Will,
" The Lesser Mocking Bird.—Edw.
, The Mocking Thrush.—Lath.
Its specific character:—1Its back is dusky, its breast
and its lateral tail-quills are whitish, its eye-brows white.”
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THE BLACKBIRD * .

Tue adult male of this species is of a deeper
and purerfblagk than the Raven, and hence its
English #em®&  Indeed, except the orbits, the
talons, and the sole of the foot, which have
always a- cast, it is entirely black in
every po "“' *In the female, on the contrary,

* CHABACYER, SPECIFICUS.

Tyrpus MERULA, ‘T. ate}, Youtio palpebris pedibusque
fulvis ~Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 340. No. 60.
Turbpus MERULA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 881.—Raii Syn.
p. 66, A. 1.—]JFill. p, 140, t. 37.——Bris. ii. p. 227. 10.
MERLE,~Buf. Pl Enl Q. (mas.)—556 (femina).—Buff.
par Sonn, xlvi. p. 6. pl. 93, f. 1.

BLACKBIRD— Bt, Zool. No. 109. t. 47.—Aret, Zool. ii. p-
5. L—MWill. ( Angl.) p. 190.—Lath. Syn. fii. p. 48. 46,
1d. Sup. p, 141~ Bew. Birds, i. p. 98.

., HABITAT

+ In G’ M .
Latin name Merula 1s deriy
alone, sohtury){ which def i iy g \’
bird :* tir-Tratinn, - Moo < BHEAISh, in Portuguen,
Metroa: in German, Schwartze Amel (Black Ouzel):
Flemish, Merlaer Meerel m Swedish, Kohl-troct mDmunh,

alld Norwegian, Sd‘"" UL DN lu 1
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the same decided black is not spread through
the whole of the plumage; it is mixed with dif-
ferent shades of brown, ferruginous, and grey,
the bill is but seldom yellow, and the song is
different from that of the male ;—all these cir-
cumstances combined have make it be mistaken
for a bird of another species.

The Blackbirds are distinguished from the
thrushes not only by the colour of their plum-
age, and the different livery of the male and of
the female, but by their song aud their natural
habits. They never fly in flocks .like the
thrushes, and though they are more savage with
regard. to each other, they are less so with
regard to man ; for they are more easily tamed,
and live nearer the hamlets. They are also
reckoned very crafty, because they have a quick
sight to descry the fowler at a distance, and
shun his approach. But if we study their na-
ture more closely, we shall find that they are
more restless than cunning, more timorous than
suspicious, since they allow themselves to be
caught with bird-lime, with nooses, and with
all sorts of snares, provided the hand which sets
these be concealed.

When they are shut up with other birds, their
natural inquigtude degenerates into petulance;
they pursue and continually harass their com-
panions in slavery; and for that reason, they
cannot be admitted into voleries, where several
kinds of small birds are kept.

- They may be raised apart-for the sake.of their
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song; not indeed on accaunt of their natural
music, whichis hardly tolerable except in the
fields, but because they have a facility of im-
proving their naotes and of learning others, of
imitating tones of different mstruments , and
even the human voice 1.

As the Blackbirds, like the thrushes, early
engage in love, they soon begin to warble; and
as they have more than one hatch, they chant
before the vernal warmth, and continue their
strain when the other songsters of the grove
droop in -silence. This circumstance has.led
somg to fancy that they never suffer any change
of plumage ; but such a supposition is neither
true nor probable}. They are found in the
woods, towards the end of the summer, in
moult, some having their head entirely bald:
Olina and the author of the British Zoology
say, that, like the other birds, it is silent during
that time; the latter adds, that sometimes it
renews its song in the beginning of winter, but
most commonly it has in that season only a
harsh digcordant cry.

The ancients pretended that in winter ltS'
plumage changed into rufous§; and Olina, one
of ‘the moderns the best acquainted wuh the

® Olina.—Uccelliera, p. 29.

t+ Olina.—Ibid.  Philostrat—Vita Apollonii, lib. vii.
Gesnet. —De Avibus, p. 606. .

1 ¢ The blackbirds, thrushes, and stares, lose not them
feathers.”—PLINY, lib. x, 24.
%+§ Ibid, lib. 3. 20,
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birds which he describes, says, that this happens
in autumn; whether it be because this alteration
of colour is the effect of moulting, or that the
females and the young Blackbirds, which really
incline to rufous rather than’to black, are then
more numerous and oftener seen than the adult
males.

These birds make their first hatch in the end
of winter; it consists of five or six eggs of a
blueish green, with frequént and indistinct
spots of a rust colour. This first hatch seldom
prospers, because of the severity of the
weather; the second succeeds better, though it
is only of four or five eggs. The Blackbirds’
nest is constructed nearly like that of the
thrushes, except that it 1s lined with a matting.
It is commonly placed in bushes or trees of a
moderate height. They would seem naturally
disposed to place it near the ground; and ex-
perience alone of the danger of such a situation
instructs them to give it some elevation®. A
nest was brought to me only once, which had
been found in the trunk of a hollow pear-tree.

Moss, which always occurs on the trunk, and
mud, which is to be found at the foot of the
tree, or in 1ts neighbourhoad, are the materials
that form ‘the body of the nest. Stalks of

+® “ 1 have diligently examined a nest found near the
ground in a place overgrown with thorns.”—Ggsnkn, A
blackbird observing that s.cat ate its first two-hatehes in its
nest at the bottom of a hedge, madea- thu'd onan upplew
eight feet high,—SALERNE, ..
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grass and small roots are the softer sybstances
with which they line it; and they lebour with
such assiduity than in eight days they com-
plete the work. The female hatches alone, and
the male is no farther concerned than in provid-
ing her subsistence. The author of the Treatise
on the Nightingale affirms, that he has seen a
young Blackbird of the same year, but already
strong, cheerfully engage in rearing the infant
brood of its own species; but he does not in-
form us of i its sex.

I have remarked that the young drop their
feathers more than gnce the first year; and
that, at each time, the plumage of the male
becomes blacker, and the hill yellower, begin-
mng atits base. With regerd to the females, they
retain, as I have said, the colours of infancy, as
they also retain most of its qualitics. Howeves,
the inside of their mouth and throst is yeliow,
like the males; and in both may be perceived &
frequent motioh of the tail upwards and down-
wards, with 3 slight shudder of the wings, ac-
compapxéd bya feeblgbroken cry.

Thege Pirds do not leave the country in win:
ter® %» but chaose situatidns the best sheltered,

© Myny peogle wssert that they leave Corsien abest the
1mmnmmwm;mm )
rojal mbfmeor of philosoply wt,Bastin,-doubty thd i,
beenuser i, Al delaesd they .cun sinie: enjey the. Prople
unmminmmadhlh'ﬂy
seasons in the mountains. He ey that theik I slways
abundance of food, berries of alf himdsy grapes, and por-
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settling commonly in the thickest woods, espe-
cially when these are supplied with perennial

_springs, and comsist of evergreens, such as
pines, firs, - laurels, cypresses, myrtles, juni-
pers, which both afford them subsistence and
proEct them from the rigour of *the season.
They sometimes seck: for' cover and food in our

ns.

The wild Blackbirds feed on all sorts of ber-
ries, fruits, and insects; and as np country is
50 sterile as not to affrd some of these, and ‘as
the Blackbird is reconciled to all climates, it is
found in almost every part of the wotld, but va-
rying aceordigg to the impressions which it
receives. * ,

. Those which are kept in the "age eat flesh
alsd, either dressed or minced, bread, Xc.; but
it is said that the kertiels of pomegtandtes prove
poisonous to themn as tp the thrushes.” They
are very fond of bathing, and, they must have
plenty of water in the voleries. Theit flesh
is good, and not inferior to that of the Mj§éel

ticularly olives, which, in Corsica aye not eqtirely ‘gﬂl!m'ed
till the end of April.  Lottinger believes that the ntales pase
the winter in Lorrainé, but that the femSfes*ietmdve to 3 little
distance in severe weather. ’ P T

* ¢ Levaillant asserts, that Blackhivisvdo Yo faifrste, 'and
that they never quit their own districts (sce Oweuns &' 4frigue,
No.101.); but this is pot trup, exoept in past.: If is the
females-ouly, as M. Lattinger ahyerves, thut These

-

females (says Sonpini) yrive in: the Archipelago s on the .

coast of Egypt at’ the:comiencement of winter in great
quantifies, and are than very fat and deljoate. W,
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or the fieldfare, and séems even to be preferred
to that of the throstle and of fhe r8i-whiig in
coyntries where it can acquire a swcfiflence
from the olives, and a perfume ftom the fhayrtle-
berries, The birds of prey are gs fond of feitst-
ing on them as man, and commit dn edual
havoc: without that their multipli‘catmn would
be excessive. Olina fixes their’ period of life
at seven or eight years.

I dissected a female, which' was taken on its
eggs about the 15th of May, and which weigh-
ed two ounces,and two gros. In the ovarium
was a cluster consisting of a great number of
unequal sized eggs; the largest two lines in
diameter, and of an orapge colour; the smallest
were of a lighter cojoyr, and of a suhstance
less opagye, and ahout one-third of 3 line in.
diameter. Its bill was quite yellow, aldo the
tongue and the whole inside of-the mouth; the
intestinal tube sevenfeen or eighteen imches
long, the ‘gizzatd very muscular, and preceded
by abag formed by the dilatation of the esopha-
gus ; the gall bladder oblong, and the cacum

wanting
* It builds earlier than any other bird ; its pest.is formed

with moss, withered grass, leaves; frc. lined with clay, over
which js spread some hay.
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VARIETIES OF THE BLACKBIRD.

THOSE THAT ARE WHITE OR SPOTTED WITH
WHITE.

Tue plumage of the Blackbird is subject, like
that of the raven, the crow, the jackdaw, and
other birds, to great changes, from the in-
fluence of the climate, or from the action of less
6bvious causes. In fact, white seems to be in
most animals what it is in many plants, the co-
lour into which all the others, and even the
black, degenerate by a quick transitiom, and
without passing through the intermediate
shades.

The only varieties of this sért which appear
to belong to the common Blackhird, are, 1. the
white one, which was sent to Aldrowandus at
Rome; and, 2. the white-headed one of the
same author. Both these have the yellow bill
aud feet of the ordinaty species.
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THE RING OUZEL*+.

'Tr1s species is marked abbve the breast witha
horse-shoe, whigh, in the male, is of 3 very bright
white, but in female is of a dirty tawny
&olour ; and; ay ﬂxe 1gst of the female’s plumag!
is lufous Browy, e-shoe appears much'
less distinct, aid ia-som entirely obscur~

* CHARAGTER ‘snscmwus.

Turpus TORQUATUS. *T onigricans, torque albo, rostro
flavescente.—Lath. Ind. Ors.i. p. 343. No. 56.

Turbus ToRQUATUS.—Gmél: Syst. i. p. 832,

MerurA Tongtwu.—Bru. li. p. 285. 12.—Raii Syn.
p. 65."A. R Wikl. po 1431 3.

ANC,—Buff. Pl. Enl, 616, (mas.)

LE MeaLy #'PLASTRO v, Br,A)
--lazﬁrmr Avia o fiicliider Sonn. xlvi. p. 28. 2
Rine Og#EL, or Adsip y #fool. No, }10, t. 46.—Arch
Zool. ii. $. 344. H.~8 fé
P. 46. 49.—1d. Sujy, s AN s

M of Fﬂlhy"buzd,

mnm fohind in borse-
dung): Wald-Aniggl adm)-* Stein- Amael, Berg-Amael
(Motntkin Ougel): Sdﬂbe— (Snow. Ouzel).
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ed*. Hence some nomenclators have imagined
that the female belonged to a particular species,
which they termed the Mountain Blackbird.
The Ring Ouzel much resembles the common
blackbird ; the ground colour of their plumage
is black, the corners and the inside of their bill
yellow ; they are nearly of the same size and
the same port: ‘but the former is dlstmguxshed
by the horse-shoe, by the white enamel of its
plumage, chiefly on the breast, belly, and
wings T; by its bill, which is shorter and not
s0 yeHow ; by the shape of the middle quills of
the wings, which are square at the end with a
small projeeting point in the centre, formed by
the extremity of the shaft; lastly, by its cry §,
which is different, as alsq its habits and dispo-
sitions. It is a real bird of passage, though its
route cannot be precisely traced, It follows
the chain of the mountains, but does not keep
in any certain track§. It seldom appears in
the neighbourhood of Montbargd, except in the
beginning of October, when it arrives in small
bodies of twelve or fifteen, and never in larger

* Willughby.
+ Willughby saw at Rome one of these birds, which had
its ho: oe grey, and all Rs feathers edged with the mme
. cordu?r He judiged it was 3 young bird, or a fémale.
1 ‘This ery in autumn is &rr, gre, crr ¢ but a parsqn of wjra
aitored Gesnér, thet,be foeard uu; Guzek sing mf-« ,

:p ng.mﬂm:yﬂpegp}n; ) o, R )
§Itdgunottypmn' § "qmo&zt;

Schwenckfeld : this xg,‘m £pRin saatens of
Burguady.

L]
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numbers. These aewtq beﬁ
'baymt;t Ted frotn ﬁh&;gl’eat
“doita, ftay daore’shar tyoran! three'
on the t’lxghﬁbst “frdiat entirely diapriee
1 must awa that*Kigin . infos s:g&wm
birds " wete. btougﬁ%f to! ‘i Rive: g ;_ :
They: repas%f aeho | rﬂ% %&ﬁ'

'Emm, .accox‘dinglsqf -
It ds uncommon».foz the’ Rang Qufels 1o i&
'hablt the plamx,at o the témwﬁw ‘part of.
“Rurope ; “yot “Saler 4 rﬁé“}ﬁdf#ﬁelf Hests
have been found in Sbbgn'é a.nd ‘jn-the’ fogestiof
Orleans; that these ness weie fiot conistructed
like tbose of the ordipdty’ blackdbird 5 thiat thigy )
contamed five ¢ eggs ‘of the same sxze zﬁn‘l ‘colour
‘(& circumstatice different from what: hiippens.in
sthe bla&l;b}r;‘!a), e_haté‘fhesé.\ birdé, b reed in’ the
ground - at :hig foot “of" bushes, and . hence
robably they are calted P ior. Lerribr
lackbtr& 20 “Certain i "t-ﬁin noﬁxe godsims
"of the year ¥hey afé “ry“'équentédnétheloﬁ
; mountqrps * of Swedén, ,gf Seotlind. Y of « Ad-
“Vergne;: ef ﬁ\?oy, “of” S Witzeflandy of . ﬁreéce,
&er It: is'even probahlé that they. we,gpxeo;:l in




y Y i ibfricaas fur. 2s. the Azorgsgifor
+ghtis spbgies, 80 social, so foud of dwelling.in
- futuntains, and Ghaving its, plungge wmarked
weith white, corresponds well to what Taverniar
.says of the flocks of blagkbirds .wvhich pass
from time to tiie oty the frontiers of Media and
Armenia, and #id the countny éf. grasshoppers.
It also agrees with the account.which Adanson
gives of those blackbirds spatted with white,
which he saw on the summits of the mountains
in theisland of Fayal, keeping in flogks among
the &rbutus shrabs, on,the ‘fruit of which they
fed, chattering contihually *. ;

. Those which ramble in Europe subsist like-
. wise on berries. Willughby found ia their
stomach vestiges of jnséets, and berries resem-
bling goosebetries; but they prefer those of
ivy and grapes. Itis in the season of vin
that they are generally so fat, and their flesh so
savoury and succulent. )

Some fawlers say:tiat the Ring Ouzels at-
tract the thrushes; they remark tbo that they
allow themselves to be mote easily approached
Ahan the cammon blackbirds, though they are
more difficult to decoy into sngres.. .

I found, on dissection, that their gali-bladder
is obfong, very small,"and consedliently quite
different from what Willug}:by describes it th
be; but the situation and fgrm of the soft.par6,
bois well known, ase.véry avhicghge vy in

1 Voyogs e feonpab.



aliwmls, ‘The ventricle was adsculary its i
oot 'wrinkled ‘as usenl,<and i&adhesivc. I
ienibtane ¥ sgw fragmentsiof juniper bei.
:2:, 1 ﬁdchiu;eﬁe: “The ntenihil chiliad,
measured between itd two extreme orificey, wds
about tweuty inches; the ventricle or gigxatd
“was placed ‘between the fourth and fifth of its
fength. Lastly, ¥ perceived some traces ‘of
cacum, of which one appeared to be double *.

* 1,in lasger then.the blackbizd, being eléven inches long
, and ‘seventéea broad. It inhabits the mountainous perts of
¢his island in snial} bodies of five or six. ' v 7
The Meruld Sasatilis, or the Rock Ouzel, is reckoned by
Latham the young of the Ring'Ousel, from whiok i dificss,
chiefly by the duless of its colouts,
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YARIETIES.OF THE RING OUZEL.
I

THOSE WHICH ARE wn%‘n, OR APOTTED WiTH
WHITE.

ArisrorLz was acqpainted with White
Ouzels, and made them a distinct species,
though they have the same so?g and the same
buik with-the common Ouzel or ‘Blackbird ; but
he knew .that. their instincts weie_different,
since they preferred the meuntains *: and these
are the only distinctive characters which.Belon
admits{. They are found not only in the
mountains of Arcadiy,’of Savoy, and of Au-
vergne, but elso in those of Silesiz, and among
the Alps and Appennines, &c.§ They are alse
birds of passage, and migrate with the Ring
"Ougel at the same season. The white coloar of
the horse-shog in the’ Ring™uzel may, extend
‘over the rest of the plimage. 1 phonld there-
‘fore conceive that these, though usually referrgd
to the blackbirds, belong really, to the Ring
Ouzels® In the white one whieh I;rqbaerv;d',“tbe
+«* ¢ They are frequent apout Cyllete in .?m%@d

Preed so whefé else -l Higt, AmimsBib. ix. 19, *

f He siys exprosilfs thakdte-WHitS0 taflalfies’ dosgndy
into the plajns,
‘ $ Willughby.



VARIETIES’ OF THE MING 0UZZLL.
quills-of the wings and tail were whiter than sy

ofthé rest; and the uppér part of?ﬂ{ebody, exdept
the top of the heagd, was of a lighter grey than
the under. The bill ‘was brown, with @iiﬂe
yellow on the edges ; there was also yellow un~
der the thiat and on the breast, and the legs
were of a deep grey-brown. It was caught-in
the vicinity of Montbard in the beginning of
November before the frost; that is, at the exe
act time of the passage of the Ring Ougzel ;_for
a few ddys before, two of that species were
brought to me.

In those which are spotted, the white.is com-
bined variously with the black : sometimes it
confined to*the quills of the wings and Jl:
which are commonly supposed to be least sub-
ject to change of colour*; sometimes it fofms
a colfar that encircles th¥ neck, but is not"#d,
broad 4s the White horse-shoe of the Ring Ougél.
This variety did not escape Belon, who says,
he saw in Greece, in Savoy, and-in the valley bfﬁ
Maurienne, a great number of collared black
birds, so'ca}léd on acconnit of a white fine which

_bent quite xound the neck. Lottinget, "wit}
had an opportunity of obsetving these, hirds
‘the. mountains of Lorraine, where they jdfhey
‘times bréed” informs me, that they .Sinmence
bregding very early; that they ‘construet and
place their nest nearly like thrush; that the
educatioti.of their young js completed before

. N

* Aldrovindus.
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end of June; that they retire every year, but
that the time of their departure is not fixed;
that this usually begins about the end of July,
snd lasts the whole of August, during which
time not one is seen in the plain, a proof that
they follow the chain of the mouxtains, but
their retreat is uncertain. Lottinger adds, that
this bird, which formerly was very comnion in
the Vosges, is now seldom found there.

D ——

1.
THE GREAT MOUNTAIN OUZEL.

It is spotted with white, has no horse-shoe,
and is larger than the missel. It arrives in
Larraine about the end of autumn, and is then
excessively fat. The bird-catchers seldom suc-
ceed with it; it feeds upon snails, and is dex-
terous in breaking the shells. When these fail,
it subsists on ivy-berries. It is excellent eat-
ing; its strains, far inferior ta those of the
blackbird, are harsh and dismal *.

* I am indebted for these facts to Dr. Lottinger.
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THEROSE COLOURED THRUSH.
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THE ROSE-COLOURED OUZEL*+,

Azvr the ornithologists, who have taken no-
tice of this bird, mention it as very rare, as fo-
reign, and little known; that it is seen only in
its passage, and the country to which fbe
is uncertain. Linneeus tells us, mdeec”, tit
inhabits Lapland and Switzerland;, bu"é“hi sa
nothing with regard to its instincts and mo
of life. Aldrovandus, who firsty ed this

» ani:Ac'rr.'pv sifidiicus.

Turbus Roskvs. Wmm tapite aliis candague
nigris, occipite cris A. Ind. Orn, i. p.344. No. 69.
Turnus RosEus.— yat i. p. 819. -
TurbuUs SELBUCIR.?:L Syst. i. p. 837, ~ &,
Merura Kosea.—Ron Syn. p. 67. 9.— 143.—
Bru, ii. p, 250. 90. ‘
LE MErLe CoLEVR de Rg
par Sonn. xlvi. p. 41. pl.
RosSE-COLOURED THRUS
No. 5. t. &.—dret. Zool. { p: N
(dngl) p. 184.—~L%, Sy 1N

in Ebropa, Asia; tarius in Anglis. W,

Y " 4 JEr b RPITZ:R1iR]
} In Spaakey TiHie ! ' b, Hoarkoptge-Broved
(Haivhondod Tigrash)y
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bird, only remarks that it appears sometimes in
the plains near Bologna, where it is known by’
the bird-catchers under the name of Seaz Stare,
{Storno Marino) ; that it sits om the dung-hxlls,
grows very fat, and is excellent eating. Two
Jbirds of this kind were found in Ergland, and
Edwards supposes that they were driven thither
by the violence of the wind. We have qbserved
'several in Burgundy, which had been caught in
their passage, and it is probabje that they pur-
stie their excursions as far as Spaiu, if what
Klein says be true, that they have-a name in
the Spanish language.

The plumage of the male is .remarkable, its
head and neck, and the quills of its wings and
of its tail are black, with brilliant reflections
which play between green and purple. - The
.belly, the back, the rump, and the small coverts
of the wings, are of a rose colour, which has two
tints, the one light, the other déep, with a few
black spots scattered here and there on a kind
of scapulary, which descends ahove as far as
the tail," and, below to the abdomen. * Besides,
its head is ornamented with a sort of crest
which reclines like that of the chatterer, and
which must have a fine effect when the hird
erects it.

®*The lower belly, the inferior coverts of the
tall and the thighs, are of a brown coloui; the
tarsus and the toes of a du'ty orange; the bill
.chmand pastly Aesli-colouredy But the

tnbution of these colgurs saemisnow Bed in



served, and in those of AIgFvEnGY
the bill was blackish, and aii the rest of 1 flesh
colour ; whereas in those examined by Edwards,
the point of the bill exhibited the black, which
changed by degrees into a dirty orange on the
base of the bill and on the legs. The under side
of the tait seemed marbled, the effect produced
by the colour of"its lower coverts, which are
blackish and tipt with white. -

In the female® the head js black like that of
the male, but not the neck, nor the quills of the
tail and of the wings, which are of a lighter
tinge; the colours of the scapulary are also less
vivid.

This bird is rather smaller than the common
blackbird,; its bill, wings, legs, and toes, are
proportionally longer, Insize, figure, and even
instinct, it is much more analogous to the ring
ouzel, for it likewise migrates, However, we
must own; that one of these Rose-coloured Ouz-
els, which was killed in England, ke com-
pany with yellow-bilied blackbirds. Its length,
from the point of the bill 'to the end of the tail,
is seven inches and three-quarters, and to the
exl:rquty of the nails sevea and a half; its alar
extent thirteen or fouiteen, and its wings, when
closed, reachod alinost to the middle of ‘the
tail ¥,

mﬁgﬁnd It annuplly resorts
DY, where it FEmong

ﬂi wmmu:. 6FGrelia is really the samy
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apecies, which in Syria obtains the name of locwst bird. Jt
visits Aleppo in the months: of July and August in pursuit of
the swarms of locusts ; and hence the Turks regard it as
somewhat sacred. It is always found in the northerm party

‘of Siberia. Pallas met with it on the mountaingps banks ef
the Irtish. w.
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THE ROCK BLACKBIRD *4,

Tar name indicates sufficiently
of this bird: it inhabits precipicegt

® OHABACTER &p;ﬁgﬂj

Turbys INrAUSTUS. 'T. nigiics
varius, capite cinereo, rufgge

teralibus rufis. —-LcM

TURDUS SAXATY

LaNtvs INvavs vl . 20.

Mzrura §4x4'u L1s —Rau Syn. p. %—-Wl& P. 245
t. 86.~Brus. ii. p. 238. 13. * Loagil

Lz MERLE DE ROCHE.—~Buf. i iii, p. 381. (majo
GREATER RIDPSTART.—Will. (Angl.) p- 192
Racx Cafg.~dret. Zool. ii. p, 258. F. :

Roce R—Lath, Syp. i. p. 179,
. si.~—Latk Sya. iii. p. 54 67EE

Le - R, £ b
m""”ﬂ Y, "'" )
MR-MB:!. e e VPO, Nest, s@.

. 7,
Lxsszx Rocx smm—— A S AT AT A
XOXL. 111, .




370 THE ROCK' BLACKBIRD.

tains; it is found in the wildest parts of Bugey ;
it sits commonly on the Jarge stones, and cqg-
stantly without cover; so that it is difficult to
get near it with a fowhng-pxege, for as soon as
it percéives- the persost it removés o' kmother
place Its shyness seems to be less owing to
natjve wildness, than to its apprehensigpy of
man, and its experience of his artifices. Ner
is it so much exposed as many other birds to
danger from that quarter, The loss of liberty
alone is what it has to dread; for though ex-
cellent eating, it is more prized on account of
its song, which is soft, varied, and-much like
that of the pettychaps. It soon acquires the
notes of other birds, and even learns our musie.
It begins by day-break, and welcomes the return
of the morning ; and 1t renews its strain with
the setting sun. If during the night we gp
near its cage with a light, it immediately sings;
and in the day-time, if it is not warbling, it
seems humming and preparing new airs.

These birds conceal their ngsts with the yt-
most care, and build them’in the holes of the
rocks, and in the bottom of the -most inaccessi-
ble caverns. Is is with the greatest difficulty
#1id hazard that we ¢an scramble to these, which

HABITAT
in Helvetie, Austriz, Borussi; moptibus, gfiam in Cargigla,

.
as

+ Tn ltalian, Codirosso Maggiare, Corossolo, Crosseroie :' in
Germad’ Btvin-Roctele, Stein-Troatel, Slnn-Rh'thlg.
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they defend with courage, dartmg at the eyestf
wheir'plunderers. -

Each hatch contains three or four eggs. -They
feed their young with worms and insects; on
twhich they #ive themselves. They can subsist
hdwever on other food, ‘'and when they
raised #n a cage; it succeeds well to give them
‘the same paste as the nightingales. But they
#iust be taken from the nest; ‘for after they
‘have flown,  they cannot be enticed into, any
‘kind of snare; and if they be caught by susr-
prise, they will never survive their liberty *. -:
- The Rock Blackbirds are found in many
‘parts.of Germany, in the Alps, in the moun-
tains of Tyrol, in those of Bugey, &c.’t - I re-
ceived a female of this species caught on its
eggs the 12th of May ; it had built its nest on a
rock in the neighbourhood of Montbard, where
these birds are very rare and quite unknown ;
its colours were not so bright as those of the
male. This last is rather smaller than the com-
mon blackbird, and entirely different in its pro-

ortions. Its wings are very long, such as
would suit a bird that nestles in the bottom of
caverns; they measure thirtgen or fourteen
inches when expanded, and if closed they

* Frisch,

+ They also inhabit the Pyrennees, Switzerland, Austria,
Prussia, &c. It is a bird of passage—arriving in the north-
ern countries in May, and quitting them for more congenial
plimatés in -September. Sonnini says he has seen them in
{slands of the Archipelago. Ww.

Bb z
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reach almost to the énd of the tail, which 15 anly
three inches in length. The bill is about gm -
inch,

With regard to the plumage, the head and
neck are covered as it were withr a cingreous
oowl, variegated with small rusty spots, The
back is darker near the neck, and lighter near
the tail. The ten lateral quills of the tail are
ferruginous, and the intermediate brown. The
wing-quills and their caverts are of a dwsky co-
Jour, and edged with a lighter tinge. Lastly,
the breast,-and all the lower part of the body,
orange, variegated with small speckles, some
white, othets brown; the bill and, legs are
blatkish,
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THE BLUE OUZEL*1.

This bird has thie same ground colour with
the rock blackbird; that is, a cinereous blue,
without any mixture of egange; the same size,
the same proportions nearly, the same taste for
certain kinds of food, the same song, the same
habit of settling on the summits of mountains,
and of building its mest in the most craggy

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TURDUS dYANUs. T. pennis margine tinégav-eteruleis, ore
palpebrisque luteis.—Lath. Ind. Ors. i. p. Y. No. 60.
TurDUS Cwn;,us.—GmeL Syst. i, p. 834.

MERULA CRRURRA.—Bri. ii. p. 2§2. 37.

LeM BLEU,«-Bdf’. pag Songy wlvi. p. 312.

Lk MEex} NSOLHM“W 950. (femina.)

CyANOS, vex Ctnlpmi'g S.—Raii Syn. p. 66, b. 6.~
P A

Wl p. 3.1 148
v -

INDIAN Mocumutiif ngl.yie 99,
SoLETAR VAP ARNI +18. (mas.)
BLus rinbiftred-d Id. Sup, p, i42.

HABITAT

in Asie, Italie, et Cret® rupibus.—§ polliges longus. W.

+ In Italian, Merlo Biavo : in German, Blau-Vogel, Blau-
Stein-dmoel, Klcin-Blau-Zimmer (Little Blue Zimmer),
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rocks.s In short, we might be inclined to refer
it to the same species. Accordingly, many na-
turalists have mistaken the one for the other.
The colours of its plumage vary somewhat in
the descriptions, and it is probably subject to
real variations, arising from the difference of
the individuals, that of age, of sex, of climate,
&c. - The male which Edwards has delire-
ated, Pl. 18 was not of an uniform blue
throughout; the tinge of the upper part of the:
body was deeper than that of the lower; the
quills of its tail blackish, those of its wings.
brown, and also the great eoverts, which are
edged with white; its eyes surrounded by a.
yellow circle, the inside of its mouth orange, its
bill and legs of a brown verging on black.

There would seem to be more uniformity in thq,
plumage of the female.

Belon, who saw some of these birds at Ra-’
gusa in Dalmatia, tells us, that they are.also-
found in the islands of Negropont, Candia,
Zante, Corfu, &c.; that they are very much
sought for on account of their song;' but he
adds, that they do not inhabit France or Italy.
However, the arm of the sea which separates
Dalmatia from Italy is no insurmountable bar--
ricr, especially to these birds, which, according
to Belon himself, fly much better than the com-
mon blackbird, and which could at least make:
the circuit and penetrate into Italy by the State
of Venice. Besides, it is a fact that .these
Ouzels dre found in Italy; the one described:
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by Brisson, and that figured in our Pl Enl.
No. 250, were both sent from that cluntry.
Edwards had learnt from current report that
they nestled on inaccessible rocks, or old de-
serted towcrs *, and he saw some which were
killed near Gibraltar; from which ‘he infers,
with great probability, that they are spread
through the whole of the south of Europe.
But this must be understood of the mountainous
tracts, for it is rare to find them in the plains.
They commonly lay four or five eggs, and their
flesh, especially when they are young, is rec-
koned good eating . :

* M. Lottinger tells me of a lead-coloured ouzel which
passes into the mountains of Lorraine in the months of Sep-
tember and October, which.is then much fatter and better
tasted than our common blackbirds, but resembles neither

the male nor the female of that species. As no description
accompanied this note, I cannot decide whether it refers to

the Blue Ouzel. )
1+ Belon. .
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THE SOLITARY OUZEL*t.

“TH1s also is an inhabitant of the mountains,
and famous for its elegant strains. It is well

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus SoLrrarius. T. fuscus albido punctatus, genis
collo_pectore alisque ceeruleo adumbratis, rectricibus ni-
gricantibus.—La¢k. Ind. Orn. i. p. 345. No. 61.

TurDUS SOLITARIUS.—~Gmel, Syst. i. p. 834.

PASSER SOLITARFIUS,—Raii Syn. p. 66. 4——Will. p. 140,

MERULA SOLITARIA.—DBris. ii. p. 268. 30.

Lg MERLE SOLITAIRE.—Buf. par Sonn, xlvi. p. 59.

TurDUS SOLITARIUS.— Hasselg. Act. Ups. 1750. p. 21~
Id. Voy. (ed. Angl.) p. 26.

SoLrrARY THRUSH.—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 52.—Will. (A&ngl.)-
». 191. t. 36. 37.

HABITAT

in Europa; Gallia, Italia.—8-9 pollices longus. w.

+ It is probably the Koooupos Baiog, or the Little Black«
bird, of Aristotle, which resembled the blackbird, only its
plumage was brown, its bill not yellow, and it lodged among
rocks or on roofs. In modern Greek, Megira: in Italian,
Passera Solitaria ; and also Merulo Solitario, Saxatili, Sterco-
roso, Merlo'Chiappa (Buttock Blackbird): in Turkish, Kaje»
bulbul, which signifies Rock Nightingale ; the Swedish Sten-
Nackterguk{ has the same meaning : in Polish, }'robel Osobny.
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known that Francis I. king of Frange, took
singular pleasuge in listening to it; and even at
present the mfle of this species is tamed and
sold at a very High price at Geneva and Milan %
and still dearerfat Smyrna and ConstantmoPIe 1'
The native warble of the Solitary Ouzel is ex-
tremely liquidtand tender, but rather plaintive,
as must be thes song of every bird which leads a
lonely existen¢e. It remains always smgle, ex-
cept in the seapon of love. At that joyous pe-
riod, the male and female not only associate
together, but desert in company the wild and
treary heights where they had lived separately,
and resort to the milder abodes of man. They
seem to seek spectators of their pleasures, and
come forward in thqse intoxicating moments,
when other animals court the silence of retreat.
But they lodge at a considerable height above
the surface, and thus in the midst of population
_they shun the dangers to which they would be
exposed. They build their nest with stalks of
grass and feathers in the top of a scparate chim-
ney, or on the ruins of an old castle, or’on the
summit of a large tree, and aimost always near
a steeple or lofty tower. The male sits whole
hours or days upon the vane or weathercock,
.and soothes the tedious situation of his mate by
a continual warble; but pathetic as are his

* Olina, Gesner, Willughby.
1 It is semetimes sold in these cities for fifty or a hundred
piastres.—HassELQUIST.
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white, except on the rump, and on the feathers
of the wings and tail. Also, its neck, throat,
breast, and the coverts of the wings, are in the
male of a blue tinge, with purple reflections, en-
tirely wanting in the female, which is of an
uniform brown, with yellowish speckles. In
both, the iris is of an orange yellow, the opening
of the nostrils wide, the edges of the bill scal-
loped near the tip, as in almost all the black-
birds and thrushes; the inside of the mouth
yellow, the tongue parted into three threads, of
which the mid onc is the longest; twelve quills
in the tail, ninetecn in each wing, the first of
which is very short: lastly, the first phalanr of
the outer toe is joined to that of the middle one.

The total léngth of the pird is eight or nine
inches; its alar extent twelve or thirteen; its
tail three; its leg thirtcen lines; and its bill
fifteen; the wings, when closed, reach beyond
the middle of the tail.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

RELATED TO THE SOLITARY OQUZEL.

I
THE PENSIVE THRUSH*.

TH1s species seems to be intermediate between
the solitary ouzel and the rock blackbird. It
has the colours of the latter, and distributed
partly in the same order; but its wings are not
so long, though when closed they reach to two-
thirds of the tail. Its plumage is a slate-blue,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus MANILLENSIS. 'T. fusco-ceerulescens, subtus
rufus fusco alhidoque maculatus, uropygio ccerulescente,
remigibus rectricibusque fusco-nigricantibus.—Lath. Fad.
Ora. i. p. 345. No. 62.

TURDUS MANILLENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 833.

MERULA SOLITARIA MANILLENSsIS.—Bris, ii. p. 270. 1.

t.23. f.2.
LE MERLE SOLITAIRE de MaNILLE.—Buf. Pl Enl. 636.
(mas.) 564. 2. (femina.)—Buff. par Soan. xlvx. p. 69.
PENsIVE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 63, e

I

HABITAT

in, Manilla.—8 pellices Iongus. W.
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uniform on the hedd, the hind-part of the neck,
and the back; almost quite blue on the rump,
speckled with yellow on the throat, and on the
fore-part of the neck and top of the breast.
The same blue colour is degpér on the coverts
of the wings, with similar speckles, though
scattered more sparingly, and some whitespots,
which are still fewer. The rest of the under side
of the body is orange, speckled with blue and
white ; the quills of the wings and of the tail
are blackish, and the latter edged with rufous:
lastly, the bill is brown, and the legs almost
‘black. ) '

The Pensive Ouzel is nearly of the size of -the
:rock blackbird ; its total length is about eight
inches, its alar extent twelve or thirteen, its tail
three, its bill only an inch.

The female Ras-no blue or orange in its
plumage, but two or three shades of brown,
which form pretty regular - speckles on the
head, the back, and all the under side of the
.body.~—These two birds were presented by M.
-Sonnerat. -
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IL
THE HERMIT THRUSH *.

The figure of this bird, its port, and its bill,
resemble those of the solitary ouzels, and its
plumage is somewhat analogous to that of the
pensive ouzel, but it is rather smaller. Each
feather in the under side of the body is rufous
of various shades, and edged with brown. The
feathers of the upper side of the body are brown
with a double border, the inner blackish, and
the outer dirty white? The small coverts of the
wings have an ash-cast, and those of the rump

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpous ERemitA. T. fuscus, apicibus pennarum fascia
nigricante albido terminatis, subtus sordide albo-rufescens
fysco striatus, remigibus rectricibusque griseo marginatus,
~—Lath, Ind. Orn. i. p. 346. No. 63.

Turpus EREMITA.—Gmcl. Syst. i. p. 833.

MERULA SOLITARIA PHILLIPPENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 272.
82.t 28.f. 1.

LE SoLITAIRE des PHILLIPPINES.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 339.~
Buff, par Sona. xlvi. p. 72.

HERMIT THRUSH.—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 54. 56.

HABITAT

ko ipsulis Phillippinis,—73 pollices lougus, w.
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and tail are quite cinereous. The head is olive,
verging on yellow, the orbits whitish, the quills
of the tail and of the wings cdgcd with grey;
the bill and legs brown.

The entire length of the Hermit Ouzel is
about seven inches and a half, its a.lar extent
twelve, and its wings, if closed, reach to three-
fourths of its tail, which contains twelve quills,
and is only two inches and three-quarters long.

This bird, which was sent by M. Poivre, re-
sembles in so many respects the pensive ouzel,
that I should not wonder if it be afterwards
found only a variety of age or sex; especially
as it is brought from the same country, is
smaller, and its colour intermediate bhetween
those of the male and of the female.
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FOREIGN BIRDS

RELATED TO THE EUROPEAN BLACKBIRDS.

I

' THE AFRICAN THRUSH*.

Thais bird has the black and yellow colours
of the European blackbirds: but the black is
more brilliant, and has reflections which in cer-

* CHARACTER sPECIFICUS.

Turpus Morio. 'T. ater nitens, remigibus primoribus
rufis, apice nigro.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 346. No. 64.

TurDpUS MORIO.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 835.

MEeRULA CAPITIS BONZE SPEL—Bris. ii. p. 309. 52. t. 23.

f. 2.
STurNUs MoRr10.—Daud. Ora. ii. p. 307.
Le Jaunoir du Cap pE B. E4—Buf. Pl Enl. 199.—Buf.

par Sonn. xlvi. p. '74. .
AFRICAN THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 5.

HABITAT

ad Caput B. Spei.—11 pollices longus. w.
t A word compounded of jaune, yellow, and noir, black ;
which are the colours of its plumage.
VOL. I1II. ccC
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tain positions have a greenish cast. The yellow,
or rather the rufous colour, is seen ouly on the
quills of the wings, of which the first three are
tipt with brown, and the following with the
brilliant black I-have mentioned. The same
lucid refulgent black occurs on the two middle
quills of the tail, and on that part of the middle
quills of the wings which is uncovered ; all that
1s hid of these middle quills, and all the lateral
quills of the tail, are of a pure black. The bill
is of the same black, but the legs are brown.
The African Thrush is larger than' the com-
mon blackbird ; its length is eleven inches, its
alar extent fifteen anda half] its tail four; its bill,
which is thick and strong, is fifteen lines, and
its legs fourteen ; ‘its wings, when closed, reach
not to the middle of its tail *, '

* These birds are very common ahout the Cape of Geod
Hope ; they fly in vast flocks, and make great havoc in the
orchards, aud particularly among the vines. The famous vine-
¥ard of Constance is so much exposed to their attacks, that if
the inhabitants did not place a guard to drive them away, they
would often lose their vintage. In the deserts they live on
the berries of different trees : they also eat insects, and fal-
low the cattle, -like the Stare. They nestle in the vocks,
where they form peaceable societies, their nests being placed
by the side of each other. ’The females generally lay twice
a-year, and produce from four te six eggs.—Levaillant, Hist:
Nat, des Oiscaug d’Afrique, Na. 83. W,
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II.

"THE CRESTED BLACKBIRD of
- China *.

Though this bird is somewhat larger than the
blackbird, its bill and legs are shorter, and its
tail much shorter; almost all its plumage is
blackish, with a dull blue tinge, but not glossy ;
a white spot appears in the middle of the wings,
and impressed on the quills, and a little white
on the tips of the lateral quills of the tail; the
bill and legs are yellow ; and the iris of a fine
orange. There is a small tuft of pretty long
feathers on the forehead, which the bird canm

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

GRACULA CRISTATELLA. G. nigra, remigibus primoribus
basi rectricibusque apice albis, rostro flavo.—Latk. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 192. No, 8.

GRACULA CRISTATELLA,—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 397.

MERULA SINENSIS CRISTATA.—Bris. ii. p. 263. 21.

Le MerLE HUPPE' de la CHINE.—~Buff, Pl. Enl. 507.—
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 78.

CHINESE STARLING or BLACKBIRD.—Edw. t. 19.—Hist.
Sumat. p. 90.

CRESTED GRAKLE.—Lath. Syn. ii. p. 464, 7.—Id. Sup.
p: 90,

HABITAT

in China ; merula paulo major.—83} pollices longa. W.
cc2
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bristle up at pleasure. But notwithstanding
this mark of distinction, and the difference
perceived in its proportions, we may perhaps
regard it as a variety, produced by climate,
of our yellow-billed blackbird. It has, like
that bird, a great facility in learning to whistle
airs, and in repeating words. It is difficult to
be brought from China into Europe. Its length
is eight inches and a half; its wings, when
closed, reach to the middic of the tail, which
is only two inches and a half long, and com-
posed of twelve quills nearly equal.

III.

THE RUFOUS-WINGED THRUSH #*.

We are indcbted to M. Adanson for this fo-
reign and new spccies; its bill is brown, its

* CHARACTER SPECIF{CUS.

Tornpus ERYTHROFTERUs. 'T. ater, alis rufis, crisso
rectricibusque lateralibus apice albis, cauda cuneiformi.—
Lath. Ind. Ora i. p. 346. No. 65.

TurDpUS ERYTHROPTERUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 835.

LE PopoBE’' du SENEGAL.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 354.—Buff. par
Sonn. xlvi. p. 81.

RUFOUS-WINGED THRUSH.—Latk, Syn. iii. p. 55. 59,

HABITAT

in Senegala.—10 pollices longus. Ww.
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wings and legs rufous, its wings short, its tail
long, tapered, marked with Whlte at the extre-
mity of the lateral qullls, and of the lower co-
verts. In every other part the podobé is of
the colour of our blackbirds, and resembles them *
in size, and in the shape of the blll which,
however, is not yellow.

IV.

THE BLACKBIRD of China*.

This blackbird is larger than ours, its legs
much stronger, its tdil longer and differently
shaped, for it is tapered. The most remarkable
feature in its plumage, is what appears like a
pair of spectacles, placed at the base of the bill,
and extending both ways upon the eyes; the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs PERSPICILLATUS. T. griseo-viridis, subtus flaves-
cente-albus, capite colloque cinereis, sincipite lunulaque
sub oculis nigris.—Latk. Ind. Orn.i. p. 349. No. 79.

TuRDUS PERSPICILLATUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 830.

LeE MERLE de la CHINE.—Buf. Pl. Enl. 604.—Buf. par
Sonn. xlvi. p. 82.

SpecTACLE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 61. 71.

HABITAT

in China. ' w.
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sides of these spectacles are nearly of an oval
form, and black, so that they are distinctly de-
fined on the grey plumage of the head and neck.
The same grey colour, intermixed with a green-
ish tint, is spread over the whole of the upper
side of the body, including the wings and the
mtermediate quills of the tail ; the lateral quills
arc of a much deeper colour; part of the breast
and the belly are of a dirty white, with a little
yellow, as far as the lower toverts of the tail,
which are rufous. The wings when closed
extend not far beyond the origin of the tail.

\'%A
THE GLOSSY THRUSH *,

The cxtreme length of this bird, which is
about scventeen inches, is only two-thirds of

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus ANevs. T. viridis nitens, capite nigro-aureo, ab-
domine cupreo, uropygio reciricibusque duabusintermediis
purpureo splendentibus, cauda longissima cuneiformi.—
Lath. Ind. Oru. 1. p. 347. No. 617.

Turbus ENEUS—CGmel. Syst. i. p. 818.

MERULA VIRIDIS LONGICAUDA SENEGALENSIS.—Bris,
ii. p. 313.54. 1. 81. . 1.

LE MrrLE 2 LONGUE QUEUE da SENEGAL t+.—Bugff. PL
Enl. 220.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 84. pl. 96. f. 2.

Grossy THRUsH.— Lath. Syn. iii. p. 57. 61.
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that of its tail. Its alar extent by no means
corresponds to the same proportion, being nar-
rower than that of the common blackbird;
which is a much smaller birfl. Its bill is also
proportionably shorter, butits legs are longer *,
The prevailing colour is the fine glossy green
that appears in the plumage of ducks; the only
difference is derived from the various tints and
reflections which in different parts it - assumes.
It is blackish on the head, with gold colour
shining through ; and on the rump and the two
long intefmediate quills of the tail are purple
reflections ; on the belly and thighs a changing
green, with rose-copper. Almostall the rest
of its plumage is of a rich gold green.

There is in the Royal Cabinet a bird exactly
like this, only its tail 1s not near so long. Itis
probably the same bird, but caught in the time

of moulting .

HABITAT
in Senegala—18 pollices longus. w.
+ i. e. The Golden-green, or Long-tailed Blackbird of

Senegal.
* The measures given by Brisson are these :—Total

length eighteen inches ; from the point of the bill to the end
of the nails ten and a half; alar extent fourteem and a
quarter ; the length of the tail eleven ; the bill thirteen linés ;
the legs eighteen.

1 Itis titled, ¢the Green Ouzel of Senegal.

Levaillant saw the Glossy Thrush in the Namaquas coun-
try, towards the Cape of Good Hope. They arrive there
only when a little fruit in bunches, of a very agreeable flaveur,
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is ripe. They also eat insects and worms, which they seek
for in the ground, and among the shrubs. They are very
fierce, and diflicult to tame,— Oiseauz d’Afrique, No. 87. W.

VI
THE CRESCENT BLACKBIRD of

America *,

The only black part of the plumage of this
bird is a mark shaped like a horse-shoe, which
descends upon the breast, and a bar of the same
colour rising on each side under the eye, and
extending backwards. The first of these spots
seems, from its determined figure, to be the
most characteristic of this species, and distin-
guishes it the best from the other collared

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

STurNUs LupoviciaNus. S. supra fusco rufescente et
nigricante varius, subtus flavus, fascia pectorali curva nigra,
rectricibus tribus lateralibus albis.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i.
p- 323. No. 3. Var. «.

ALAUDA MAGNA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 801.

MERULA AMERICANA TORQUA'IA ~—Bris. ii. p. 242. 15

LE MERLE & CoLLIER.—Buf. iii. p. 376.

LARGE LArk.—Cates. Car. i. t. 33.

CRESCENT STARE.—Arct. Zool. ii. No. 192.—Latk. Syn. iii.
pP.G. 3. A.

HABITAT

in America,—-11 pollices longus. w.
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blackbirds. This horse-shoe is traced on a yel-
low ground, which is the colour of the throat
and of all the uider side of the body, and
which appears again between the bill and the
‘eyes; brown predominates on the head and be-
hind the ngck, and light-grey on the sides. Also
the top of the head is marked with awhitish ray ;
all the upper side of* the body is of a partridge-
grey ; the quills of the wings and of the tail* are
brown, with some rusty spots; the legs brown
and very long; and the bill, which is almost
black, is shaped like that of our Blackbirds;
like them also it sings agreeably in the spring,
though it has not the same extent of notes. It
scarcely eats any thing but the small seeds
which it finds on the ground 1 ; in which respect
it resembles the larks, though it is much larger,
exceeding even our blackbird, nor is its hind-
nail lengthened as in the larks. 1t perches on
the top of bushes, and its tail is observed to have
a brisk motion upwards and downwards. In
fact, it is neither a lark nor a blackbird; and
yet, of all the European birds, it rescmbles the
latter the most. It is found not only in Vir-
ginia and Carolina, but in almost the whole
continent of America §.

The subject examined by Catesby weighed
three ounces and a quarter; its extreme length

* Linnzus says, that the three lateral quills of the tail are
partly white.— Syst. Nat. edit. x. p. 167.

+ For instance, those of the yellow-flowered Ornithogalum.

t Linnzus asscrts that it occurs also in Africa.
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ten inches, its bill fifteen lines, its legs eighteen ;
its wings when closed reached to the middle of
its tail *

* Authots are much divided with respect to the classifica-.
tion of this bird : Lawson and Catesby call it a lark ; Brisson
reckons it” a blackbird; Pennant makes it .a stare; and
Latham regards it as a variety of the Louisiana stare already
described ; and Gmelin seems inclined to the same opinion.
It lives in savannas, and is esteemed good eating. In the
State of New-York it appears in the beginning of April,
breeds in June, and retires in September or October. It
testles on the ground, and its eggs are whitish. M.

VIIL

THE GREEN BLACKBIRD of Angola*.

The upper part of the body, the head, the
neck, the tail, and the wings, are of an olive-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus NI1TENs. T. viridis, macula fectricum alarum
violacea nitida.—Latk. Ind. Ora. i. p. 348. No. 66.
Turpus NITENS.—Lin. Syst.i. p.204. 13.—Gmel. Syst. i.

p- 818.
MERULA VIRIDIS ANGOLENSIS.—Bris. ii. p.311. 53, t. 30,

f. 2,
8uiN1NG THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 56. 60.

HABITAT
in Angola, et ad Caput Bonz Spei,—9 pollices longus.

8. T. olivaceo-nitens, ceeruleo violaceoque splendens, alis
maculis nigricantibus,
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titeen ; but brown spots appear on the wings,

and the rump is blue. On the back, and on the
fore-side of the neck, is a mixture of blue with
green ; the blue again occurs on the upper part
‘of the throat: violet predominates on the
breast, the belly, the thighs, and the feathers
whiclr cover the cars: lastly, the lower coverts
of the tail are of an olive-yellow, the bill and

legs of a deep black.

This bird is of the same size with the fifty-
third thrush of Brisson; the proportions are
likewise the same, but the plumage of the latter
is different, being: entirely of a fine duck-green,
with a spot of steel-violet on the anterior part
of the wing.

These birds are nearly of the bulk of our
blackbird, their length being nine inches, their
alar extent twelve and a quarter, their bill
eleven or twelve lines ; their wings when closed
reach to the middle of the tail, which consists
of twelve equal quills. |

It is probable that these two birds belong to
the same species, but I cannot decide which is
the original stem, and which the collateral

branch.

Lz MERLE vert dANGOLA.~Buf. Pl Enl, 561.—Buff. par

Somn. xlvi. p. 88.
BLUE AND GREEN Daw.—Edw. t. 820.—Lath. Syn.'i.

p. 56. A.—Id. Sup. p. 143.

HABITAY

cum priore, cujus forte mera varietas, W,
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VIII.
THE GILDED THRUSH ¥,

The plumage of this bird is painted with the
same colours as the preceding, that is, with vio-
let, green, and blue, but differently distributed ;
violet is spread without any mixture on the
head, the neck, and all the under part of the
body ; blue on the tail and its upper coverts;
and lastly, green on the wings; but these have
besides a blue stripe near their inner margin.

This bird is also of the same size with the
preceding: it appears tochave the same port;
and as it comes from the same climates, I should
be tempted to refer it to the same species, were
it not longer winged, which implies other in-
stincts and habits. But as the length of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turbpus AurATus. 'T. viridis auratus, capite collo corpo-
reque subtus violaceis, cauda fasciaque alarum ceeruleis.
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 347. No. 68.
TurDUS AURATUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 819.
LE MERLE VIOoLET du RovAumE de Juipa.—Buf. Pl
Enl. 540.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 92.
(!!LDED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 57. 62.

HABIYAT

in Africa. W.
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wings in dried birds depends greatly on the
mode of preparing them, we cannot admit the
circumstauce just entioned to constitute a spe-
cific difference; and it will be prudent to wait
‘the decision of accurate obscrvation *,

* This bird is found in every part of southern Africa, ex-
cept near the Cape: but it migrates in those countries,
leaving them during the rainy season. It eats all sorts of
berries and worms. Levaillant says, he has often seen it
perched on the back of oxen, and of the great wild quadru-
peds, to feed on the larvae which are lodged in their skin. Its
flesh is delioate and savoury.—Qiscaus &’ Afrique, No. 89.

w.

IX.
THE CEYLON THRUSH *,

1 bestow a separate name on this bird, be-
cause those who have scen it do not agree with

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus ZEYLONvUs. T. viridis, subtus Iuteus, linea ocu-
lari utrinque in pectus nigrum ducta.— Lath. Ind. Orn. i.
p. 349. No. 80.

TurDUS ZEYLONUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 887.

MervLA TorguaTta CariTis BoNE SPEL—Bris. ii.
p- 299. 46. t. 30. f. 1.

LE PrasTrON Noir de CEYLON.—Buff. I'l, Enl. 272.—
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 95.

GREEN PYE of CEYLON.—Edw. t. 321.

CeYLON THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 62. 72.

&
HABITAT

ad Caput Bonz Sndi, Zevlona. w.
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on insects, and little young birds when they can catch them.
They make their nest in a bush, and lay four or five eggs,
W,

X.

THE. ORANGE-GREEN, or THuE
ORAN(:E—BELLILD BLACKBIRD

of Senegal *.

The principal colours of this new species are
green and orange; a fine decp green, with re-
‘flectionswhich are variouslyshaded withycllow,
is spread over the whole of the upper part of
the body, including the tail, the wings, the head,
and even the throat, but is not so deep on the
tail. The under part of the body, from the
throat downwards, is of a shining orange.
When the wings are closed, there appears a

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurRDUS CHRYSOGASTER. 'T. viridis fulvo splendens,
subtus fulvus nitidus, remigibus quibusdam extus albis.—
Lath. Ind. Oru, i. p. 350. No. 81.

TurDUS CHRYSOGASTER.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 835.

Lt MERLE & VENTRE ORrANGE du SENEGAL.—Buff. Pl
358.— Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 101.

ORANGE-BELLIED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 63 3. .

HHABITAT

in Senegalax—8 pollices longus. w.
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train of white which belongs to the outer edge
of some ot the quills. The bill is brown, and
also the legs.—This bird is smaller than the
blackbird; its length is about eight inches ; its
alar extent eleven and a half; its tail two and
three-quarters, and its bill eleven or twelve
lines.

VARIETY OF THIS BIRD *,

The preceding bird resembles mnch the fe-
male of the ring ouzel of Ceylon; but it is
equally rclated to the Blackbird of the Cape of
Good {lope, No. 221, which I call Orange-tive
(oranblen) ; for the wlole of the under part of
its body is orange, from the throat to the lower
belly inclusive ; and blue is spread over the up-
per part from the basc of the bill to the end of
the tail. This blue consists of two shadcs, the
deeper of which edges each feather, whence re-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turbus CHRYSOGASTER. T. ccerulescens, pennis margine
saturatioribus, corpore subtus fulvo.—Latk., Ind. Orn, i,

P-350. No. 81. Var, 8.
L’OrRANBLEU du CaP DE B. EsPERANCE.—P/, Enl, 221.

—Buff. ibid.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 63. Var. A.

HABITAT

ad Caput Bonx Spei. w.
VoL, III. pd
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sults an agreeable and regular variety. The bill
and legs are black, and also the quills of the
wings ; but many of the middle ones have a
white-grey margin: lastly, the tail-quills are the
most uniform in regard to colour. :

XL

THE BROWN BLACKBIRD of the
Cape of Good Hope *.

We are indebted to Sonnerat for this new
species. It is nearly the size of the blackbird ;
its total length ten inches, and its wings extend
a little beyond the middle of the tail. Almost
all its plumage is of a varying brown, with re-
flections of dusky green: the belly and rump
are whitet.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turbus BrcoLor. T. viridi-fuscus, abdomine uropygio-
que albis.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 350. No. 84.

TuRDUS B1COLOR.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 835.

LE MERLE BuUN du CaP DE BONNE ESPERANCE.—Buff.
par Sonn, xlvi. p. 104,

WHITE-RUMPED Tuxusu.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 64.75.

ITABITAT
ad Caput Bonw Spei.—Longitudo 10 pollicum, w.

t It is very common at the Cape, fceds on fruits, and is
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very destructive to the vineyards. Has nearly the same na-

tural habits as the starling, Lays five or six green eggs,

spotted with black. \\A

’ XII.
THE "BANIAHBOU of Bengal *.

Its plumage is every where brown ; deeper on
the upper part of the body, iigl.ter on the under,
and also on the edge of the coverts and wing-
quills; the bill and legs are yellow; the tail
tapered, about three inches long, and extending
half its length beyond the closed wings. Such
are the chief circuinstances which characterise
this foreign bird, the size of which somewhat
exceeds that of the throstle.

Linneus informs us, on the authority of
some Swedish naturalists who had traveiled into

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus Caxorus., T. griseus subtus ferrugineus, linea
alba pone oculps, cauda rotundata.—Lath. Ind. Ora. i.
p: 336, No. 31

TurDLS CANORUS. —Gmel. Syst. i. p. 811,

Lanius Favsres.—-Gmel. Syst. i. p. 311,

MERULA BENGALENSIS.—Bris, it. p. 260. 25.

LE BANIAHBOU de BENGALE.—DBuff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 106.

BrowN INDIAN THRUSH.—Edw. t. 181,

WHITE-WRNATHED SHRIKFe— Lath. Sya. i. p. 178. 28.

CrRYING TurUsu.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 35. 82.—O0sb. Foy. ii.
p. 121.

HABITAT

ia Bengala, China. —9} pollices longus. .
pd2
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Asia, that the same bird occurs in China; but
it secms there to have been affected by the clim-
ate, being grey above, and rust-coloured be-
low, with a white strcak on each side of the
head. The epithet of canorus, which Linnaus
bestows on it, no doubt from accurate inform-
ation, implies that these foreign blackbirds have
an agreeable warble.

XIII.

THE CINEREOUS BLACKBIRD *

The name Cinereous Blackbird gives a very
justidea of the predominant colour of the plum-
age; but the intensity is not every where the
same: it is very deep, almost black, with a slight

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Trrpus Ovrovang., T. cinereo-nigricans, capite colio
pectore dorso tectricibusque alarum olivaceis, abdowmine
flavescente.— Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 351. No. 85. "

Turpus UROVANG.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 836.

MERULA MADAGASCARIENSIS CINEREA.—Bris.ii. p. 291.
41. t. 25. f. 2.

L’'OUROVANG, ou MERLE CENDRE' de MADAGASCAR.—
Buff. Pl. Enl. 557. f. 2.—Buf. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 100.

CINEREOUS THRUSH.— Lath. Syn. iii. p. 64. 70,

HABITAT

in Madagascaria.—8} pollices longus. Ww.
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tinge of green on the long and narrow feathers
that cover the head: it is lighter without mix-
ture of other tinge*on the quills of the tail and
of the wings, and on the great coverts of the
latter. It has an olive cast on the upper part
of the body, on the small coverts of the wings,
on the neck, on the throat, and on the breast.
Lastly, it is lighter under the budy, and about
the lower belly, and there is a slight tinge of
yellow.

This blackbird is nearly as large as our red-
wing, but its tail is rather longer, its wings
somewhat shorter, and its legs much shorter.
Its bill is yellow, as in our blackbirds; marked
near the end with a brown ray, and furnished
with some bristles round the base ; its tail con-
sists of twelve equal quills, and its legs are of
a brown colour.

XIV.
THE PIGEON THRUSH*

This bird is called, in the Phillippines, the
Pigeon-house Stare, because it is naturally fami-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CoLumBiNus. T. viridis nitens, corpore toto ver-
sicolore.—Lath, Ind. Orn. i. p. 348. No. 70.
Turpus CoLuMBINUS.~Gmel. Syst. i. p. 836.
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liar, and secks the convenicnces which the
dwellings of men afford, and nestles even in
the pigeon-houses.  But it tescmbles the black-
bird more than the stare, iu the shape of its
bill and legs, and in the proportions of its
wings, which ouly reach the middle of the
tail, &c. Its bulk is nearly that of the ied-
wing, and its plumage consists of one colour,
though not uniform; this is a varying green,
whicl,, according to its position, has dificrent
shades and reflections. This spccies 1s new, and
we are indebted for it to Sonnerat. « There are
also found in the collection which he brought
from the Cape of Good Hepe some individuals
that evidently belong to the same species, but
which differ in having their ramp white, both
on the upper and undef surface, and in being
smaller. Must this be ascribed to climate or
to age?

LE MeRLE des CoLomarrrs.—RBuff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 111,
PI1GEON THRUSH.~Latk. Syn. iil. p. 64. 77.

HABITAT

m insulis Phillippinis. w.
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XV.

THE OLIVE THRUSH *

The upper part of the body of this bird, in-
cluding what appears on the quills, of the tail,
and of the wings, when they are closed, is of an
olive-brown ; the neck and the breast are of the
same colour as the throat, but without streaks;
all the rest of the under part of the body is
of a fine fulvous colour: lastly, the bill is
brown as well as the legs, and the inside of
the quills of the wings and the lateral quills
of the tail.

This blackbird is as large as a red-wing ; its
alar extent near thirteen inches, and its total

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Tvrpus Orivaceus. T. fusco-olivaceus, subtus fulvus,
remigibus rectticibusque lateralibus intus fuscis.—Latk,
Ind. Ora. i. p, 351. No. 88,

TuRDUS OLIVACEUS,—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 810.

MEeRULA OLIVACEA CariTis BonNx SPEL—Bris. ii.
p- 294. 43.t.22. f. 3.

LE MERLE OLIVE du CAP DE BONNE ESPERANCE.—
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 113.

OLIVE THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 66. 80.

HABITAT

ad Caput Bonw Spei.
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length eight and a quarter; the bill is ten lines,
the leg fourteen; the tail, which consists of
twelve equal quills, is three inches long; and
the wings, when closed, reach only half its
length ¥,

¥ These birds are very common about the Cape, and parti-
cularly where there are grapes, which they devour ‘with avi-
dity. They are birds of passage, and arrive in such numbers
as to cover almost every tree. They lay three or four green-
ish-white eggs. spotted with reddish-brown. They make
their nest of little branches interwoven, and simply line it
with the filaments of roots. Besides fruits, they feed on
caterpillars and worms,—LEVAILLANT. W,

XVIL.

THE BLACK-THROATED THRUSI*,

The black on the throat of this bird extends
on the one hand below the eye, and even on the
space between the eye and the bill ; and on the
other it descends upon the neck as far as the
breast. It is hesides edged with a broad rufous
border, with different shades of brown, which
extends upon the eyes, and upon the fore part of

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs JueULARIs, T. griseo-fuscus, subtus flavo-vire-
scens maculis sparsis nigris, fascie gula juguloque nigris
rufo marginatis.—Latk, Ind, Orn.i. p. 351. No. 86,
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the top of the head; the rest of the head, the
posterior surface of the neck, the back, and the
small coverts of the wings, are greyish-brown,
. variegated slightly with some browner tints.
- The great coverts of the wings, as well as the
quills, are of a blackish brown, edged with light
grey, and scparated from the Sllld“ coverts by
an olive- yvellow linc belonging to these small
coverts. The same olive-yellow predominates
on the rump, aund on all the under part of the
body ; but upon the body it is variegated with
some black spots, which are pretty broad, and
scattered thinly over the whole space between
the black piece of the throat and the legs. The
tail is of the same grey as the upper part of the
body, but in its middle only; the lateral quills
being edged on the utside with a blackish co-
lour: the bill and the legs are black.

This bird, which has not been hitherto de-
scribed, is nearly of the bulk of the red-wing;
its total length is about seven inches and a half,
its bill oue inch, its tail three ; and its wings,
which are very short, reach scarcely the fourth
of its tail.

TurDUS ATRER.—Gumel. Syst. i. p. 830.

LE MERLE 2 GORGE NOIRE de St. DoMINGUE.—Buff. Pl,
Ent. 559.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 116.

BLACK-THROATED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 65. 78.

HABITAT

in insula Dominicensi. W.
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XVII.

THE CANADA BLACKBIRD*.

This resembles the most the mountain black-
bird, which is only a variety of the ring ouzel.
It is smaller, but its wings bear the same pro-
portion to its tail, not reaching beyond the
middle, and the colours of its plumage, which
are not very different, are distributed in the
same manuer. The ground colour is constantly
dark brown, variegated with lighter shades in
every part, except in the quills of the tail and
of the wings, which are of an uniform blackish
brown. The coverts of the wings have reflec-
tions of a deep but shining green ; all the other
feathers are blackish, and terminated with ru-
fous, which, disjoining them from one another,
produces a regular variety, so that the feathers
may be counted from the rufous spots.

* Merula Canadensis.—BRISSON,
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XVIIL
.THE INDIAN OLIVE BLACKBIRD*.

All the.upper part of this bird, including the
quills of the tail, and those uncovered of the
quills of the wing, are of a deep olive-green.
All the under part is of the same ground-colour,
but of a lighter tinge, and bordering upon yel-
low. The inner webs of the wing-quills are
brown, edged partly with yellow; the bill and
legs arc almost black.—This bird is larger than
the red-wing; its whole length is cight inches,
its alar extent twelve and a half, its tail three
and a half, its bill thirteen lines, its leg nine,
and its wings when closed reach to the middle
of its tail,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turous INpIcus. T. viridi-olivaceus, remigibus intus
fuscis extus flavicantibus.—/lath. Ind., Orn. i. p. 351.
No. 9.

Turpus INDICUS.—Gmel. Syst. i, p. 810.

MEervuLA OLivacEA INDIcA.—Bris. ii. p. 298. 45. t. 31.
f. 2.

L MERLE OLIVE des INDES—Buff. Pl Enl. 564. f. 1.—
Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 120.

INDIAN TuRUSH.,—Lath. Syn. iii. p. G6. 81.

HABITAT

in India. Ww.
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XIX.

THE INDIAN CINEREOUS BLACK-
BIRD *

The colour of the upper part of the bndy is
deeper than that of the under. The great co-
verts and the quills of the wings are cdged with
white-grey on the outside ; but the middle quills
have this edging broader. They have likewise
another border of the same colour on the inside,
from their origin, to two-thirds of their length.
Of the twelve tail-quills, the two middle ones
are cinereous, like the upper part ot the body ;
the two following arc partly of the same colour,
but their inside is black : the eight others are
entirely black, as also the bill, the legs, and the
nails. The bill has some blackish bristles near

* SHAKRACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CINERASCENS. T. cincreo-nigricans subtus di-
lutior, tecfricibus alarum majoribus remigibus rectricibus-
que lateralibus nigris.—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 352, No. 90.

TurpUs CINEREUS.—Gmcl. Syst. i. p. 810.

MERULA CINEREA INDICA.—Bris. ii. p. 286. 39. t. 25. 1. 3.

LE MEeRLE CENDRE’ des INDES.—DLuff. pur Sonn. xlvi.
p. 122.

AsH-cOLOURED THRuUSH.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 67. 81.

HABITAT

in India. W,
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the angles of its opening.—This bird is smaller
than the red-wing ; it -is seven inches and three-
quarters in length,” twelve and two-thirds alar
" extent; its tail is three inches, its bill eleven
lines, and its leg ten.

XX.
THE BROWN BLACKBIRD of

U . *
Sencgal ¥,

Nothing can be more uniform and ordinary
thau the plumage of this bird, or more easy to
describe. It is greyish-brown on the upper and-
anterior parts, dirty white on the under part,
brown on the quills of the tail and of the wings,
and also on the bill aud legs. It is not so large
as the red-wing, but its tail is longer, and its
bill shorter. Its whole length, according to

* CHARACTER SPECITICUS.

Turbpts SENEGALENsIS.  T. griseo-fuscus ventre sordide
albo, remigibus rectricibusque fuscis.—Lath. [ad. Ora. i.
p. 352. No. 93.

TURDUS SENEGALENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 823.

MERULA SENEGALENSIS.—Bris. if. p. 261. 26. t. 22. f. 2.

Le MeRrLe BRUN du SENEGAL.—Bugf. Pl. Enl. 563. f, 2.—
Buf. par Sonn. xlvi, p. 124.

SENEGAL THRUSH.—Lath. Sya. iii. p. 68. 85.

HABITAT

Senegala,—8 pollices longus. Ww.
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Brisson, is eight inches; its alar extent eleven
and a half, its tail three and 2 half, its bill nine
lines, its leg eleven. Its wings do not reach
farther than thie middle of its tail, which consists
of twelve quills.

XXI.

THE TANOMBE/, or the MADAGAS-
CAR BLACKBIRD *.

I have retained the name by which this bird
is known in its native region. It is to be
wished that travellers would thus preserve the
real namcs of the foreign 'virds; we should then

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus ManacascArRiENss. T. fuscus, subtus albus, pec-
tore lateribusque rufescentibus, macula alarum rufo-aurea,
rectricibus duabus intermediis lateraliumque marginibus
viridi-auratis, extimis matgine exteriore albis.—.Lath. Ind.
Orn: i. p. 352. No. 94.

TurpUs MADAGASCARIENSIS.—Cimel. Syst. i. p. 823.

MERULA MADAGASCARIENSIS,.—Dris, ii. p. 274. 33.t. 25.
f. 1.

& TaNaomBe'.—Buff. Pl Enl. 557. f. 1.—Buf. par Sonn.
xlvi. p. 127, .

MAavAGascar THrusH.—Lathk, Syn. iii. p. 68. 86.

HABITAT

in Madagascaria. Wi
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be ableto distinguish the species to which each
observation applicd. .
The Tanombé i rather smaller than the red-
wing; its plumage is in general of a very decp
brown on the head, neck, and all the upper part
of the body; but the coverts of the tail and
wings have a tinge of green. The tail is a gold-
green, edged with white, as also the wings,
which have, besidcs, some violet changing into
green at the tips of the great quills, a colour of
polished steel on the middle quills and the great
coverts, and an oblong mark of fine gold-yellow
on the same middle quills. The breast is of a
rufous brown, the rest of the under part of the
body white ; the bill and legs are black, and the
tarsus very short. The tail is somewhat forked;
the wings rcach only°to the middle, but its alar
extent is greater in proportion than in the red-
wing. I may observe, that in a subject which
I had occasion to see, the bill was more hooked
- at the point than represented in the figure, and
in this respect the Tanombé seems to resemble
the solitary blackbird,
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XXII.

THE MINDANAO BLACKBIRD*.

The steel colonr which appears on part of the
wings of the tanombé, is, in the Mindanao
Blackbird, spread over the head, the throat, the
neck, the breast, and all the upper part of the
body as far as the end of the tail.  The wings
have a white bar near their outer margin, and
the rest of the under part of the body is white.

This bird excceds not seven inches in length,
and its wings reach only to the middle of the
tail, which is somewhat tapcred.—It is a new
specics, introduced by Sonnerat.

Daubenton the younger has observed another
individual of the same kind, in which the ends
of the long quills of the wings and of the tail

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Torpus MINDANENSIs. T. ceeruleo-chalybeus, corpore
subtus strigaque longitudinali alarum albis.—1.ath. Ind.
Ora. i. v, 353, No. 95.

TurpUs MINDANENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 823.

Le MirLe de MinpDaNso.—DBuwf. Pl Enl. 627, f.1.—
Buff. par Soun. xlvi. p. 130.

MiNpANAO THRrRUsH.—Lath. Sya. iii. p. 69, 87.

HABITAT

in Mindanao. w.
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are of a deep varying green, with several spots
of wavy-violet on the body, but chiefly behind
the head. It is perhips a femiale, or el:ea young
qmale.

XXIII.

THE GREEN BLACKBIRD of the
Isle of France *. ‘

. The plumage of this bird is quite uniform, all
the outside being blueish-green, verging to
brown, but its bill and legs cinereous. It is
smaller than the red-wing; its length is about
seven inches, its alar extent ten and'a half, its
bill ten lines, and its wings reach to the third of
its tail, which is only two inches and a half.
The feathers that cover the head and neck are
long and narrow.—It is a new species.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus MAauriTIANUS. T. toto corpore virescente-caeru-
leo, pennis capitis collique longioribus angustis.—Latk,
Ind. Ora. i. p. 349. No. 75.

TurDUS MAURITIANUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 822.

LE MERLE VERT deIIsLE DE FRANCE.—Buff. Pl Enl.
648. f. 2.—Buf. par Sonn, xlvi. p. 132.

MavriTius THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 69, 88.

HABITAT

in ihsula Mauritio,—7 pollices longus. w.
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XXI1V.

THE BLACK CASQUE, or the BLACK.-
HEADED BLACKBIRD of the Cape

of Good Hope *.

Though at first sight this bird seems to re-
semble most in its plumage that of the follow-
" ing article, the Brunmet, and particularly the
Yellow-rumped’ Blackbird of Senegal, which I
consider as a variety of the same species, we still
perceive obvious differences in its colour, and
more .important ones in the proportions of its
limbs. It is not so large as the red-wing; its
total length nine inches, itsalar extent nine and
a half, its tail three and two-thirds, its bill
thirteen lines, and its leg fourteen. Its wings,

¥ CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurDUS ATRICAPILLUS. ‘T. nigricans, capite atro, abdo-
mine uropygioque rufis, macula alarum alba.—Lath. Ind.
Orn. i. p. 353. No. 96.

TURDUS ATRICAPILLUS.—~Gmel. Syst. i. p. 822.—Bris,
Suppl. p.47.t. 3. f. 2.

LE MERLE & TETE NoIRE du Cap DE B. E.—Buf. Pl

Enl. 392.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 133.
BLACK-HEADED THRUSH.— Lath. Syn, iii. p. 70. 89,

HABITAT

ad Caput Bonwx Spei. Ww.
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therefore, spread less than those of the Brunet,
but its bill, tail, and legs, are proportionably
ionger. its tail is also of a different form, and
~cousists of twelve tapered quills ; each wing has
nineteen, of which the longest are the fifth and
the sixth. )

With regard to its plumage, it resembles that
bird m the brown colour of the upper part of
its bodv, but it differs by the colour of its
helmet, which is of a shining black; by the
rufous colour of its rump, and of the upper
coverts of its tail; by the rusty cast of its
throat, and of the whole of the under part of
its body, as far as the lower coverts of the tail
inclusively ; by the small brown ray on the
flanks; by the small white spot which appears
on the wings, and which belongs to the large
quills; by the blackish colour of the quills of
the tail; and lastly, by the white mark which
terminates the lateral ones, and which is larger,
as the quill is nearer the outside*.

* Levaillant assures us, that he never met with this bird
about the Cape of Good Hope. Sonnini infers, therefore,

that it may have been sent to Paris from some other country.
w.
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XXV.

THE BRUNET of the Cape of Good
Hope *. ’

The predominant colour of the plumage of
this bird is deep brown, which is spread over
the head, the neck, all the upper part of the
body, the tail, and wings; it is rather lighter on
the breast and sides, has a yellowish cast cn
the belly and thighs, and gives place to a beau-
tiful yellow on the lower coverts of the tail.
This yellow spot is the more conspicuous, as it
is contrasted with the colour of the quills of the
tail, which are of a still deeper brown below
than above. The bill and legs are entirely
black.

This bird is not larger than a lark ; its wings
measure ten inches and a half across, and hardly

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Tunpus CapgENsys. T. nigricans, abdomine subflavescente,
crisso luteo.—I 2th, Ind. Orn. i. p. 353. No. 97.

TurDUS CAPENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 822.

MERUGLA Fusca CariTIs BoNE SPEL.—Bris. ii. p. 250.
24. t. 27. f. 3.

Le BRUNET du CaP pE B. E.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 136.

BRUNET TrrusH.—Latk. Sya. iii. p. 70. 90.

HABITAT
ad Caput B, Spei. W,
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reach to the third of its ta’!, which is near
three inches long, and consists of twelve equal
quills *.

® This is a very common bird near the Cape, where they
call it Gul-gat, or Yellow-neck. It is a very chattering bird,
and lives on insects and different kinds of berries. —LEvVAIL-
LANT. w.

VARIETY or Tne CAPE BRUNET.

The bird represented P/ Enl. No. 317, by
the name of the Yellow-rumped Blackbird of Se-
negal¥®, is much analogous to the Brunet, only
it is rather larger, and its head and throat are
black. The remainiag parts are of the same
colour in both, and nearly of the same propor-
tions; which would lead us to suppose that it is
a variety produced by difference of age or of
sex. But having occasion afterwards to observe
that, among a great number of birds sent by
Sonnerat, many marked “ Cape Blackbirds,”
were exactly like the subject described by Bris-
son, and not one with a black head and throat,
it seems more probable that the bird, No. 317,
is only a variety derived from climate. The
bill of this bird is broader at the base, and more
curved than that of the ordinary blackbird.

* Merle @ cul-jaune du Senegal,
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THE BROWN JAMAICA PILACK.
BIRD *.

Deep brown is the predominant colour of i.:c
head, the upper part of the bo'y, th: wings,
and the tail; brown of a lighter shade vn .c
fore-side of the breast and of the neck, dirty
white under the belly, and on the rest of the
lower part of the body. The most remarkable
feature in this bjrd is, that the throat and bill
are white, and the legs orange. Its extreme
length is six inches four lines, its alar extent
nineinches and some lines;its tail two inches and
eight or nine lines, its leg two inches and
a quarter, its bill eleven lines, all English mea-

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS,

Turpus LEvucoGENUs. T. fusco-niger, gula abdominequ
albis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 341. No. 51.

TURDUS AURANTIUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 832,

MERULA JAMAICENSIS.—Bryis. ii, p. 277. 34.

LE MERLE BRUN de la JAMAIQUE.—~Buff. par Sonn. xlvi
p- 140.

MeruLa FuscA.—Raii Syn. p.185.30.—Sloun. Jam, p. 30¢

L 250 [ 2

Wartrcnises Tunesuw.—Lath, Syn. Wi, p. 46.47.

HABITAT
iaJ,
amaica, sylyis montosis,
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sure. It appears then that it is not sc large as
our red-wing. It generally haunts t.e moun-
tains and forests,’and is esteemed good eating,
. Ail that Sloane informs us, with respect to the
interior structure of this bird, is, that its fat is
of an vrange-yellow.

XXVIL

THE CRAVATED BLACKBIRD of

Cayenne *.

The cravat of this Blackbird is very broad,
of a fine black edged with white; it extends
from the base of the lower mandible, and even

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CINNAMOMEUS. T. testaceo-ryber, collo inferiore
nigro undique albo marginato, tectricibus alarum nigris,
minoribus albo mediis majoribusque rufo terminatis,—
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p.858. No, 114.

TurDUs CINNAMOMEUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 825.

LE MERLE 3 CRAVATE de CAYENNE.—Buf. Pl. Eul. 660,
f. 2.—Buff. par Sons. xlvi. p. 143.

BLACK-BREASTED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 79. 107.

HABITAT

m Cayana, v.
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somi the spare included between the upper man-
«oleand . eye, as far as the middie of the

kreast, wheis ihe white border wide i+, and i

marked with transverse rays of black : 1teut s,
the sides of the head 4s far as the eyes, and iu-
closes three-fourths of the circumference of thg
neck. The coverts of the wings are of the-same

black as the collar ; but the small oues afe * pi

with white, which produces speckles -:'the «o-

lour; and the two rows of great coverts nave

fulvous edging. The rest of the plumage is

cinnamon colour, but the bill and legs are

black.

This Blackbird is smaller than our red-wing;
the point of its bill is hooked as in the solitary
thrushes. Its whole length is about seven
tnches, its tail two and a‘“half, its bill eleven
lines, and its wings, which are short, extend but
a little way beyond the origin of the tail.
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XXVIIL

THE CRESTED BLACKBIRD of the
Cape of Good Hope *.

TL¢ rest is not permanent; it consists of
v aarrow feathers, which naturally recline
top of the head, but which the bird can

bristle at pleasure. Its colour, and that of the
head and the breast, is a fine black, with violet
reflections; the fore-side of the neck and breast
have the same wavy gloss on a brown ground.
This brown is spread on all the upper part of
the body, and extends over the neck, the coverts
of the wings, part of the tail-quills, and even

‘®* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CAFER. T. nigricans subcristatus, capite nigro-
violaceo, europygio ventreque albis, crisso rubro.— Lath.
Ind. Orn. i. p. 354. No. 99.

TURDUS CAFER.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 820.

MERULA CRISTATA CAPITIS BONE SPEL.—Bris. ii.
p- 267.23. t 20.f. 2.

Le MErLE HuprPr’'du CaP DE B. Esp.—Buf. Pl Enl.
663. f. 1.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 145.

Le GoBE-MOUCHE A TETE NoOIRE de la CHINE.—Sonn.
Voy. Ind. ii. p. 2617.

CAPE THRUSH.—Latk. Sya. iii. p. 72. 92.

HABITAT

ad Caput B. Spei. W.
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uncer the body, where it forms a sort of broad
cincture which passes under the belly; but in
all these places it is softened by a whitish co-
lour, which edges and defines each feather, in
the same way nearly as in the ring ouzel. 4

The lower coverts of the tail are red, the up-
per white, the abdomen also white, and thgbill
and legs black. The corners where the bili
opens are shaded with long black bristles pro-
jecting forwards. This Blackbird is scarcely
larger than the crested lark. Its wings measure
cleven or twelve inches across, and whén closed
do not reach the middle of the tail. The longest
feathers are the fourth and fifth, and the first is
the shortest of all *,

* Levaillant says, that he never met with this species except
in the Namaquas country, where it is rare, and arrives only
in the hottest season of the year. It is therefore a bird pe-
culiar to the burning regions of Africa, rather than the neigh-
bourhood of the Cape.—Qiseauz d’Afrique, No. 107. W,
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AXIX.
TR« JiIBOYNA BLACKBIRD *.

T ailow t's bird to remain in the place as-
<" ad it by Srisson, though I am not quite

iein w..-ther it really belongs to this genus.

.a, ~vi  first noticed it, tells us that.he
ra~ '+ nong the nightingales, on account
of tue .+ tness of its song; it not only chants
its loves in the spring, but erects its long beau-
tiful tail, and bends it in a singular manuer over
its back. All the upper-part of its body is red-
dish-brown, including the tail and the wings,
except that these «aare marked with a yellow
spot; all the under part of the body is of this
last colour, but the lower surface of the tail-
quills is golden. These are twelve in number,
and regularly diminishing.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpls AMBOINENSsIS. 'T. fusco-rubescens, corpore sub-
tus remigibusque minoribus prima medietate flavescentibus,
yectricibus subtus aureis.—Latk, Ind. Orn. i. p. 354.
No. 101,

TURDUS AMBOINENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 820.

MERULA AMBOINENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 244. 16.

LE MERLE d'AMBOINE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi.'p, 148.

AMBOINA THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 73. 94.

HA‘BITAT
in Amboina, w.
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XXX.
THE BLACKBIRD of the Isle of Iour

bon *.

The size of this bird is nearly th} of -
crested lark ; it is seven inches and a
and eleven and one-third across the wings ; its
bill ten or eleven lines, its legs the same, and its
wings reach not to the middle of its tail, which
is three inches and a half long, and consequently
almost half the whole length of the bird.

The top of the hiead is covcred with a sort of
black cap; all the rest of the upper part of the
body, the small coverts of the wings, the whole
of the tail and breast, are of an olive ash-colour;
the rest of the under part of the body is olive,
verging on yellow, except the middle of the

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus BorBoNicus. T. cinereo-olivaceus subtus flavi-
cans, vertice nigro. rectricibus fuscis, fasciis duabus satu-
ratioribus.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 355. No. 102,

Turous BorBoNICUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 821.

MERULA BORBONICA.—Bris. ii. p. 203. 42. t. 24. f. 3.

LE MERLE de L'ISLE DE BOURBON.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi.
p- 350.

BourBoN THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 73. 95.

HABITAT

in insula Borbunica, w.



THE EUROPEAN BLACwassiDS 490

belly, which is whitish. The erea: covert: .
the wings are brcﬁ%.;, with sone mixiore ol ru-
fous ; the wing-qulils are paried by these two
col: ars: the brown being placed within and be-
1+, the rufous beforc. We must, however,
zpi the three middle-quills, which are en-
or+1 btown; those of the tail are brown also,
<+ ‘uwersected near their end by two bars of
= orent shades of brown, but from the same-
ue- of :ne ground-colour they are very indis-
tinct: tie bill and legs are yellowish.

XXXI.

THE DOMINICAN BLACKBIRD of
the Philippines *,

The length of the wings is one of the most
remarkable characters of this new species ; they
reach as far as the tail. Their colour, as well

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus DoMiNIcaNUS. T. fuscus violaceo-chalybeo va-
riegatus, capite corporeque subtus fuscescente-albis,—
—Lath. Ind. Ora. i. p. 348. No. 72.

TuRDUS DOMINICANUS.—~Gmel. Syst. i. p. 836.

LE MERLE DoMINIQUAIN des PHILIPPINES.—Buff. PI.
Enl. 6217. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 152.

DoMINIcAN THUSH.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. 5§ 65.

HABITAT

in insulis Philippinis.—6 pollices longus. w.
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as that of the under side of the body, is brown,
on which appeara few irregulg: sprts of the co-
lour of polished steel, or racher of changiug
violett. This brown ground assumes a vicl:
cast at the origin of the tail, and a gi»« »n =’
the end; it is lighter on the side of .~ =,

and becomes whitish on the hea 1 'L
lower part of the body. The bill .. = aie
light brown.

This bird is scarcely six inches long. Itisa
new species, for which we are indebted to Son-
nerat. -

+ These violet spots, irregularly scattered on the upper
side of the body, have led Daubenton the younger to sup-
pose that this individual was killed at the close of the moult-
ing season, before the true colours of its plumage had
stability, - '

XXXIL

THE GREEN CAROLINA BLACK-
BIRD *.

Catesby, who observed this bird in its native
region, informs us, that is scarcely larger than

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

MuscicaPA Viripis. M. obscure viridis subtus lutea, su-
perciliis maculaque sub oculis candidis, imo ventre sordide
albo, rectricibus fuscis.—Latk. Ind. Orn. ii. p. 482, No, 58,

MuscicAPA VIRIDIS. -G mel. Syst. i. p. 936.,
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is extremely sh3, and conceals itself dext.r-
+ly;. that it hdunts the bafiks of the large
ers, two or thiree hundred miles from the sea,

d flies with its feet extended backwards (as

“dl in thoce " of our own birds, whose tails are

ry sho " V.ond that its song is loud. It pro-
m_!:)_!y - mists on the seeds of the purple-
swere iy hitshade.

All . apper part of the body is of a dull
green, the eye is almost encircled with white,
the lowér jaw delicately edged with the same
colour; the tail brown; the under sides of the
body, except the lower belly, which is whitish,
the bill and the legs, black : the quills of the
wings do not reach much beyond the origin of
the taxl

The total length of the Dbird is about seven
inches and a quarter, its tail three, its lcg twelve
lines, its bill ten.

a lark, and its ﬁg;:e is nearly tﬁe same: hat it

MERULA VIRIDIS CAROLINENSIS.—DBris. ii. p. 315. 55.

LE MERLE VERT de la CAROLINE.—Buff. par Sona. xlvi.
p- 154.

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT.—Cales. Car. i. p. 50.

CHATTERING FLYCATCHER.—Arct. Zool, ii. No. 266.—
Lath, Syn. iii. p. 350. 47.

HABITAT

in Caroline interioribus, circa ripas fluviorum.——%} pollices
longa. w.
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XXXIII.

THE TERAT BOULAN, or TH IN’
DIAN BLACKBIRD*,

The characters of this species are the =+ [i¢
bill, legs, and toes, are proportionabl, shorter
than in the others; the tail is tapered, bt dife
ferently from ordinary; the six middie-quills
are of equal lengths, and it is properly the three
lateral quills on each side that are tapered. The
upper part of the body, the neck, the head, and
the tail, are black, the rump cinereous, and the
three lateral feathers on each side tipt with
white. The same white prevails on all the un-
der part of the body and of the tail, on the fore-
side of the neck, and of the throat, and extends
both ways over the eyes; but on each side a

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TuRrpus ORIENTALIs. T. niger, subtus albus, uropygio
cinereo, fascia per oculos nigra, rectricibus nigris, tribus
extimis apice albis.—Latk. Ind. Ora. i. p. 355. No. 104.

TuRpUS ORIENTALIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 821.

MEeRrULA INDICA.—Bris. ii. p. 248. 19. t. 31. f. 3.

LE MERLE des INDEs.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 273. f. 2.—Buff. par
Sonn. xlvi. p. 156.

AsH-RUMPED THRUsH.—Latk. Syn. iii. p. '74. 97.

HABITAT
in India. w.



rHE EUROPEAN BLACKBIRDS. 433

smz Mblick streak rises at the base of the bill,
ar #aqgs to pay under the eye, and extend
ba §t. The Breat quills oF the wings are

Biws ish, edged half-way with white on the in-

*+ the middle quills, and also the great co-

ate likewise edged with white, but on
side, and through their whole length.

3 'bird is rather larger than the lark; its

ent is ten inches and a half, and its

.extend a little beyond the middle of its

fes length, from the point of the bill to

«d of the tail, is six inches and a half, and

he ol of the nails five and a half; the tail

v o ar 1 a half, the bill eight lines and a half;

i~ nine, and the middle toe seven,

B
XXXIV.

UI-JALA, or THE GOLDEN
+\CKBIRD of Madagascar *.

Wz ’pecies, which is an inhabitant of the
ancient ceontinent, retains in part the plumage

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Terpus 8avi-JaLa.  T. splendide niger marginibus penna-
run cifrinis, gutture remigibus rectricibusque nigris.—
Laia. Lndy Ora. i. p. 366. No. 106.

1urpus NIGERRIMUS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 821.

MeruLA MADAGASCARIENSIS AUREA,—Bris, ii. p. 247,
18.6.24. £ 2.



rtour £ ooooirds. gt 2ally Y g8, anﬂmaﬂs;ﬁm
blagkish ; it has a sort.of e?ﬂu of gne velpet
‘black, which 1&. ses under the throat, and ex-
tends only a little beyond the eyes ; the quiiis
of the tail and of the wings, and the pluns
of the rest of the body, are always blick
edged with lemon colour, as they are - ..
with grey in the ring ouzel ; so that the s 2
of each feather is beautxfnlly defired on. the
contiguous feathers which it covers.

This bird is nearly of the size of the lark ; its
nlar extent is nine inches and a half, and its tail
is shorter than in our blackbirds, in proportion
to the total length of the bird, which is five
inches and three-quarters, and also in propor-
tion to the length of its wings, which stretch
almost to two-thirds of its tail. The bill is ten
lines, the tail sixteen, the legs eleven, and the
middle toe ten,

LE MERLE DORE' de MADAGASCAR,—Buf. Pl Enl. 539,
f. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 159.
BLACK-CHEEKED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 75. 98.

HABITAT
in Madagascaria, W.
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XXXV,
THE SURINAM BLACKBIRD®*.

We findin this American Blackbird the same
ground colour that predominates in the common
blackbird. It is almost entirely of a shining
black, but diversified by other tints. On the
crown of the head is a yellowish fulvous plate;
on the breast are two marks of the same co-
lour, but of a lighter shade; on the rump is a
spot of the same hue; on the wings ig a white
line that borders them from their origin to the
third joint; and lastly, under the wings is
white, which prevails over all the lower co-
verts: so that in flying this bird discovers as
mnuch white as black. Its legs also are brown,
and its bill only blackish; and also the wing-
quills and all those of the tail, except the two

®* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus SURINAMUS. T, ater nitens, vertice uropygie ma.
culaque laterali pectoris luteis.—LatA. Ind. Orn. i. p. 356,
No. 107.

TuRrDUS SURINAMUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 836.

MERULA SURINAMENSIS.—Brs, App. p. 46. t.3.1. 1,

LE MERLE de SURINAM.—Buf. gar Sonn. xlvi, p, 161,

SuBiNAM THRUSH,—Lath. Sya. iii. p. 76. 100,

HABITAT
in Surinamo. w.
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first and the last, whichfare a yellowish fulvous
colour at their-origin, but only in the inside.

The Surinam*Blackbird i not larger than a
lark ; its whole length is six inches and a half’;
its alar extent nine and a half; its tail three
nearly ; its bill eight lines, and its legs seven or
eight; lastly, its wings stretch beyond the mid-
dle of its tail.

XXXVI.
THE PALMISTE*.

_ 'This bird owes its name to its habits of lodg-
ing and nestling in palm-trees, where it no
doubt gathersits food. Its bulk is equal to that

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PALMARUM. T. viridi-olivaceus, subtus subcine-
reus, sincipite genisque nigris maculis utrinque tribus al-
bis.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i. p. 356. No. 108. *

TurRDUS PALMARUM.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 824.—Bris. ii.
p- 301.47. t. 29. f. 1. ‘

Le PALMISTE.—PI. Enl. 539. f. 1.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi,
p-163. pl. 96. f. 1.

PaLM THRUsSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 76. 101.

HABITAT
in Cayana.

A. MERULA PALMARUM ATRICAPILLA.~ Bris. ii. 308. 48.
t.29. f. 2.—Id. 8vo. i. p. 242.—Lath, Syn. iii. p. 77. 102.

Varia capite toto nigro. W. .
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of the lark; its length i six inches and a half,
its alar extent ten and one-third, its tail two and
a half, and its bill ten lines.

What strikes us first in the plumage is a sort
of large black cap, which descends both ways
lower than, the ears, and is marked on each side
with three white spots, the one near the -fore-
head, the other above the eye, and the third be-
lowit. The neck is ash-coloured behind where
it is not covered by this black cap, and white
before, as also the throat. The breast is cine-
reous, and the rest of the under part of the body
is white-grey. The upper part of the body, in-
cluding the small coverts of the wings, and the
twelve quills of the tail, is of a beautiful olive-
green ; the parts of the wing-quills that appear
are of the same colour, and the rest is brown.
The bill and legs are cinereous. The wings
stretch a little beyond the middle of the tail.

The bird, which Brisson has made another

species of the Palmiste, differs from the pre-
ceding in nothing but that its cap, instead of
being entirely black, has an ash-coloured bar
on the top of the head, and has rather less
white under the body. But in every other re-
spect the resemblance is exact, and not a word
.of the description needs to be altered : and as
they inhabit the same country, I do not hesi-
tate to conclude that these two individuals be-
long to the same species, and I am disposed to
think that the first is the male, and the second
the female.
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XXXVII.

THE WHITE - BELLIED VIOLET
' BLACKBIRD of Juida *.

_The name of this bird contains almost a com-
plete description of its plumage. I need only
add, that the great wing-quills are blackish, that
the bill is of the same colour, and the legs cine-
reous. It is rather smaller than the lark; its
length is about six inches and a half, its alar
extent ten and a half] its tail sixteen lines, its
bill eight, its legs nine. —The wings stretch
three-fourths. of the tail.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus LEUCOGASTER. T. violaceus, abdomine albo, re-
migibus nigrieantibus.—Lat&. Ind. Ora. i. p. 348. No. 71.

Turpus LEUCOGASTER,—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 819,

LE MERLE VIOLET & VENTRE Branc de Juipa.—Buf.
Pl. Exl. 648. f. 1.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 167,

WHIDAH THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 8. 64.

HABITATF

in Africa,—@6% pollices longus, Ww.
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KXXVIIE.

THE RUFOUS BLACKBIRD of
Cayenne *.

The'front and sides of its head, the throat,
and all the fore part of its neck and belly, are
rufous. The top of the head, and all the upper
part of the body, including the superior coverts
of the tail, and the quills of the wings, brown ;
the superior coverts of the wings black, edged
with bright yellow, which is conspicuous on the
ground colour, and terminates each row of these
by a waving line. The lower coverts of the tail
are white; the tail, the bill, and the legs, are
cinereous.

This bird is smaller than the lark; its total
length is only six inches and a half. I could

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpve Rurirrons. T. fuscus, sincipite lateribus capitis
corporeque subtus rufis, tectricibus alarum nigris flave
marginatis, cauda cinerea, tectricibus inferioribus albis.—
Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 858. No. 115.

TurDUs RUFIFRONS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 825.

LE MERLE Roux de CAYENNE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 644. f. 1.
—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 168. *

Rurous THRUSH,—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 80. 108.

HABIPAT

i Cavams, W.
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not measure it across thé wings; but these were
certainly not broad, for when closed they did
not reach beyond ‘the covertt of the tail. Fhe
bill and the legs are each eleven or twelve lines.

XXXIX.

THE LITTLE RUFOUS-THROATED
"BROWN BLACKBIRD of Cayenne *.

I scarcely need add any thing to this descrip-
tion. The rufous extends over the neck and
breast; the bill is cinereous-black, and the legs
greenish-yellow. It is'nearly of the size of the
goldfinch ; its total length.is hardly five inches,
the bill seven or eight lines, the legs eight or
nine ; and the wings reach beyond the middle
of the tail, which in all is only eighteen lines.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus PEcTorALIS. T. fuscus, colloinferiore pectoreque

. rufescente-flavis.—Lath. Iud. Ora. i. p. 357. No. 112.

LE PETIT MERLE BRUN 2 GORGE ROUSSE de CAYENNE.
—Buf. Pl. Enl. 644. f. 2.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 169,

YELLOW-BREASTED THRUSH.—Lath, Syn, iii. p. 78. 105.

HABITAT

in Cayana.—b pollices longus. Ww.
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XL

THE OLIVE BLACKBIRD of St
Domingo *

The upper part of its body is olive, and the
under grey, mixed confusedly with the same
colour. The inner webs of the tail-quills, of
those of the wings, and of the great coverts of
these, are brown, edged with white or whitish,;
the bill and legs are greyish-brown.

This bird is scarcely larger than the petty-
chaps; its whole length is six inches, its alar
extent eight and three-quarters, its tail two, its
bill nine lines, its leg@s of the same length ; its
wings reach beyond the middle of its tail, which
consists of twelve equal quills.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus HispaNIOLENsIS. T.olivaceus, subtus grisescens,
remigipus rectricibusque fuscis, extus violaceis.—Lath.
Ind, Orn. i. p. 356. No. 106.

Turpus HISPANIOLENSIS.—Gmel, Syst. i. p. 822.

MERULA OLIVACEA DOMINICENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 296. 44.
t.27. f. 2.

LE MERLE OLIVE de St. DoMINGUE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 273.
f. i.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 170,

HispaNioLA THRUSH.—Lath. Sya. iii. p. '75. 99.

HABITAT

in 8. Dominici insula.—8 pollices longus. w.
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We may consider the Olive Blackbird of Cay-
enne, Pl. Enl. No. 558, as a variety of this; the
only difference is, ‘that the upper part of the
body is of a browner green, and the under of a
lighter grey, the legs are also more blackish:

XLL

THE OLIVE BLACKBIRD of Bar-
bary.

Mr. Bruce saw, in Barbary, a Blackbird,
which was larger than the missel; all the upper
part of the body was an olive yellow, the small
coverts of the wings the ‘same colour, with a
tinge of brown, the great coverts and the quills
black, the quills of the tail blackish, tipt with
yellow, and all of equal length ; the under part
of the body of a dirty white, the bill reddish
brown, the legs short and lead-coloured; the
wings reached only to the middle of the tail. It
resembles much the Barbary throstle already
described, but it has no speckles on its breast;
and besides, there are other différences, which
would lead us to refer them to two distinct
specics.



THE EUROPEAN ELAGKERIBDS. 443

XLIIa'
THE MOLOXIMA, or THE NUN of

Abyssinia ¥,

Not only is this bird of the same figure and
size with the blackbirds, but like them it inha-
bits the forests, and lives on berries and fruits.
Instinct, or perhaps experience, teaches it to
lodge in trees near the brink of precipices : so
that it is difficult to be shot, and still more to
be found after it has dropped. It is remarkable
for a great black cowl which covers the head
and throat, and descends over the breast like a
pointed stomacher; on this account it has been
called the Nun. 'Bhe whole of the upper part
of the body is yellow, more or less inclined to
brown ; the coverts of the wings, and the quills

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpls MoNACHA. 'T. fusco-luteus, subtus lutescens, ca-
pite colloque inferiore nigris,—Latk. Iad. Orn. i. p.. 367.
No. 109.

TurDUS MONACHA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 824.

LE MoLOXIMA, ou LA RELIGIEUSE d’ABISSINIE.—Duff.
par Somn. xlvi. p. 174. .

NuN THRUsH.—Lath. Sya. iii. p. '77. 102.

HABITAT
in Abyssinia. C W.
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of the tail, are brown, edged with yellow ; the
quills of.the wings different shades of black,
and edged with light grey or white; all the.
under part of the body, and the thighs, light
brown; the legs cinereous, and the bill reddish.

XLIIL

THE BLACK AND WHITE BLACK-
BIRD of Abyssinia *,

Black extends over all the upper part, from
the bill inclusively to the end of the tail, ex-
cepting however the wings, on which we per-
ceive a cross-bar of white, 'conspicuous on the
dark ground; white predomynates in the under
part, and the legs are blackish. This bird is
nearly of the-size of the red-wing, but is
rounder shaped ; the tail is square at the end,

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus ETHroricus. T. niger, corpore subtus fasciaque
alarum albis.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 357. No. 110.

Turpus ATHIOPICUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 824. _

Le MerLE NoiR ET BLANc d’ABYSSINIE.—Buf. par
Sonn. xlvi. p. 178.

ErnioP1AN THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 78. 103.

HABITAT

in Abyssinia, . w.
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-and the wings so short, that they scarcely reach
beyond its origin. It sings nearly like the
cuckoos, or rather the wooden clocks that i 1m1-
tate the cuckoos.

It haunts the thickest woods, and would be
difficult to be discovered, but for its song;
which would seem to shew that it does not seek
safety’ in concealment, since the same instinct’
would enjoin silence.

This bird feeds on fruits and bemes, like the
blackbirds and thrushes *.

* This is a common species throughout Southern Africa:
it builds its nest in the thickest bushes, and lays four or five -
eggs : the young are born naked, and some hours after are
covered with a reddish down. The female is much smaller

than the male. w.

XLIV.

THE BROWN BLACKBIRD of Abys-

sinia ¥,

The ancients have spoken of an Ethiopian
olive-tree that bore no fruit: this bird feeds on

* CHARACTER SRECIFICUS.

Turpus ABYssIiNIcus. T. fuscus, remigibus caudaque
saturatioribus, gutture fuscescente corpore subtus falvo,

" —Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 357. No.111.

TURDUS ABYSSINICUS,—Gmel. Sy:t i. p. 824
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the flower of that tree. . If it were contented
with that provision, few would have reason to
complain. But it also eats grapes, and is very
destructive in the season. This Blackbird is
nearly as large as a red-wing; all the upper part
of the head and of the body is brown; the co-
verts of the wings of the same colour ; the quills
of the wings and of the tail deep brown, ‘edged
with a lighter brown; the throat of a light
brown ; all the under part of the bady of a fulv-
ous yellow, and the legs black *,

Le MerLE BruN d’ABvssiNiE.—Byf. par Somm. xlvi.
. p. 179. ‘
ASBYSSINIAN THRUSH,— Latk. Syn. iii. p. 78. 104,

MABITAT
in Abyssinia. Ww.
* Elegant drawings of the last four species were communi-

cated by M, le Chevalier Bruce (James Bruce, Esq. of Kin-
naird), of whom the author makes very honourable mention.
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THE GRISIN of Cayenne *.

THE top of the head is blackish, the threat
black:; and this black colour extends from the
eyes as far as the lower part of the breast: it
has a sort of white eye-brows, which appear
distinct on the dusky ground, and connect
the eyes.by a white line, which borders the base
of the upper mandible. All the upper part of
the body is cinereous-grey ; the tail is deeper,
and terminated with white; its lower coverts
and the belly are also white; the coverts of the
wings are blackish, and their limits accurately
defined by a white border. The quills of the
wings are edged without with light grey, and
tipt with white ; the bill is black, and the legs
cinereous. '

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

SYLvfA GRisea. 8. Cinereo - grisea, subtus fasciaque
per oculos alba, vertice collo inferiore pectoreque nigris.
—Lath. Ind. Ora. ii. p. 532. No. 88,

MOTACILLA GRISEA.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 964.

LE GRISIN de CAYENNE.—Buff. Pl. Enl. 643. f. 1, 2,—
Buff. par Somn. xlvi, p. 201. pl. 98. f. 1.

GRISLY WARBLER.—Lath. Syn. iv. p. 473. 84,

HABITAT

in Cayapa —4} pollices longus. ' Ww.
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This bird is not larger, than a pettychaps; its
length is about four inches and a half, its bill
seven lines, its legs the same, and its wings

-reach to the middle of its tail, which is rather
tapered.

In the female, the upper part of the body is
more cinereous than in the male; whit is black
in the latter is only blackish in the former, and
for that reason the edge of the coverts of the
wings is not so perceptible on the ground

colour.
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THE VERDIN of Cochin China *.

Tre name of this bird sufficiently marks its
predominant colour. The green is shaded with
a tinge of blue on the tail, on the outer edge
of the _great- quills of the wings, and on the
small coverts near the back. The throat is
velveti dck, except the two small blue spots
which appear on both sides of the lower mandi-
ble. This black extends behind the corners of
the mouth, and rises on the upper mandible,
where it occupies the space between its base
and the eye, and below it is surrounded by a
sort of ycllow high cape that falls on the
breast; the belly is green, the bill black, and
the legs blackish. This bird is nearly of the size
of the goldfinch. I could not measure its length,

~ * CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

TurpUs CocHINCHINENSIS. T. viridis, loris gulaque nigris,
sub gula lunula lata flava, ad hasin rostri utrinque macula
cerulea.—Lath. Ind. Orn. i. p. 357. No. 113.

TurDUS COCHINCHIN ENSIS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 825.

LE VERDIN de la COCHINCHINE.—Buf. Pl. Enl. 648. f. 3.
—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 293.

BLACK-CHINNED THRUSH.—Lath. Syn. iii. p. 79. 106.

HABITAT
in Cochin-china. w.
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because the tail was not fully grown when the
bird was killed.

* 'The bill is ten, lines in length, and appears
shaped like that of the blackbirds, its edges
being scalloped near the point. This little
blackbird is certainly a native of Cochin China,
‘for it was found in the same box with the
musk animal, sent directly from that country *,

® Sonnini says, that among the birda which Sonnerat
prought from India there were some which resembled thisg
species sa strongly, that he suspects it js not confined tq
Cochin China, W,
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THE AZURIN*.

Tars bird is undoubtedly not a blackbird,
for it has neither the appearance nor the shape
of one. However, there is some resemblance
in the form of the bill, the legs, &c. It has
been called the Guiana Blackbird. 1 wait till
travellers, ardent in the pursuit of Natural His-
tory, make us acquainted with its true name,
and, above all, with its habits. To judge from
the little that is known of it, that is, from its
external appearance, I should range it between
the jays and the blackbirds.

Three broad bars of fine velvet black, parted
by two bars of orange-yellow, cover entirely

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Turpus CYANURUS. T. rufo-fuscus, subtus flavus, abdo-
mine ceeruleo fasciato, pileo lateribusque colli striga longi-
tudinali nigris, fascia pectorali caudaque cceruleis..—Latk,
Ind. Ora. i. p. 361. No. 128.

Turbus CYANURUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p. 828.

L’AzZURIN.—Buff. par Sonn, xlvi. p. 285. pl. 99. f. 1.

Lk MERLE de la GUIANE.—PI. Enl. 356.

BLUE-TAILED THRUSH.—Lath. Sya. iii. p, 88. 121.

HABITAT

in Guiana.—8} pollices longus.

m~ et O
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the upper part and the :sides of the head and
of the neck. The throat is pure yellow, the
breast decorated with a lafge blue plate; all
the rest of the lower part of the body, includ-
ing the inferior coverts of the tail, is radiated
transversely with thesc last two colours, and
the blue appears alone on the quills of the tail,
which are tapered. The upper part of the bady
from the origiu of the neck, and the nearest co-
verts of the wings, are of a reddish brown; the
most remote coverts are black, as are aiso the
wing-quills : but some of the first have besides a
white spot, whence rises a stripe of the same
colour deeply indented, and which runs almost

arallel to the margin of the closed wing. The
bill and legs are brown.

This bird is rather larger than a blackbird ;
its whole length is eight inches and a half, its
tail is two and a half, its bill twelve lines, and
its legs eighteen. The wings, when closed,
reach almost to the middlg of the tail. '
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THE SHORT TAIL*.

Narure has established important distinc-
tions between these birds and the blackbirds:
and I therefore do not hesitate to range them
separately. The shortness of the tail, the
thickness. of the bill, and the length of the legs,
are characteristic features ; and these must in-
volve other differences in their port, their
habits, and perhaps in their dispositions.

We are acquainted with only four birds of
this species ; I say species, for the resecmblance
in the plumage is so exact, that they must be
regarded as varieties only of a common stem.
In all of them the neck, the head, the tail, are
black or partly black; the upper part of the
body is green of various intensity; the superior
coverts of the wings and tail are of a fine beryl
colour,” with a white or whitish spot on the
great quills of ‘the wing ; lastly, in all, except
that of the Philippines, the lower part ‘of the
body is yellow.

* Les Breves.-;B:gﬂl
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I. THE SHORT - FAIL PHILIPPINE*.
Its head and neck are covered with a sort of
cowl entirely black, the tail of the same co-
lour; the under part of the body, including
the coverts and the small quills of the wings
nearest the back, of a deep green; the breast
and the top of the belly of a lighter green ; the
lIower belly and the coverts of the tail of a rose
. colour ; the great quills of the wings black at
their origin and at their extremity, and marked
with a white spot between the two ; the bill
yellowish brown, and the legs orange.

The whole length of the bird is only six
inches and a quarter, because of its short tail ;
but it is more than eight inches, when measur-
ed from the point of its bill to the end of its
feet. It is mearly as large as the common
blackbird ; its wings are twelve inches across,
and reach beyond the tail, which is only twelve
lines long; the legs are eighteen. '

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus BRACHYURUS. C, viridis, capite collogu: nigris,
uropygio tectrnc:busque alarum cceruleo-viridibus, caude
inferioris roseis, rectricibus nigris.—Lath. Ind.: Orn. i.
p. 166 No. 43. Var. 8. Y

MERULA VIRIDIS ATRICAPILLA MOLUCCENSsIS.— Bris. &
p. 319. 57. t. 32. f. 2.

LA BREVE des PHILIPPINES.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 499,

LeE MERLE des PHILIPPINES.—P!. Enl. 89.

SHORT-TAILED CROW.—Lath. Syn. i. p. 398. A.

HABITAT

im Walnnais. L
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I1. The SHORT TAIL which Edwards has
figured, pl. 324, by the naine of Skort-tailed
Pie of the East Indies®. Its head is not en-
tirely black; it has only three bars of that
colour rising from the base of the bill, the one
stretching over the top of the head -and behind
the neck, and each of the others passing under
the eye, and descending on the sides of the
neck. The last two bars are parted from the
middle one by another bar, which is divided
lengthwise by yellow and white; the yellow
being contiguous to this middle bar, and the
white contiguous to the black lateral bar. Also,
the under part of its tail and the lower belly
are rose-coloured, like the preceding ; but all
the rest of the under part of the body is yellow,
the throat white, and the tail edged with
green at the end. It was brought from the
island of Ceylon.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

ﬁonvus BrAacuyurus, C. viridis, subtus lutescens, capite
colloque nigris aurantio alboque lineatis, remigibus rectri
cibusque nigris.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i, p. 167. No. 43
Var. .

LA BREVE de CEILAN —Bqﬂ‘ par Sonn. xlvi. p. 301,

MADRAS JAY.—Ruaii Syn. p. 105, 12. t. 1. . 10.

BENGAL QUAlL.—4b. i. t. 31.,

SHORT-TAILED PiE.—FEdw. t. 324,—Lath. Sya. i. p. 309.
37. B,

HABITAT

in Zeylona, w.
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III. The SHORT TAIL of Bengal*. Like
the first it has the head and neck covered with
a black cowl, but on this twb large orange-co-
loured eye-brows are distinetly defined : all the

_under part of the body is yellow, and what was
black in the great quills of the wing in the two
preceding birds, is in this of a deep green, like
the back. This bird is somewhat larger than
the first, and of the size of an ordinary black-
bird.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

CoRrvus BRACHYURUS. C, viridis, subtus lineisque capitis
fulvescentibus, alis macula alba.—Latk, Ind, Orn. i. p. 166.
No. 43.

Corvus BRACHYURUS.—Gmel. Syst. i. p, 375,

MEeRrvLA VIRIDIS MOLUCCENSIS.—Bris. ii. p. 316. 66.
t.32.f. 1.

LA BREVE de BENGALE.—Buff. par Sonn. xlvi. p. 303,

LE MERLE de BENGALE.—PI. Enl. 258.

SHORT-TAILED CROW.—Latk. Syn. i. p. 398. 37.

HABITAT

in Moluccis, aliisque insulis oceani indici.—6-7 pollices
longus, W.
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IV. The SHORT -TAIL of Madagascar*.
The plumage of its head is also different from
what we have jist seen; ‘the crown is of a
blackish brown, which assumes a little yellow
behind and on the sides; the rest is bounded
by a half collar, which is black, and encircles
the neck behind at its origin ; and by two bars
of the same colour, which,- rising from the ex-
tremity of this half collar, pass under the eyes,
and terminate at the base of both mandibles;
the tail bordered at the end with a beryl colour;
the wings are like those of the first; the throat
is mottled with white and yellow, and the
under part of the body is of a colour between
yellow and brown.

* CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

Corvus BRACHYURUS. C. viridis, subtus lutescens, capite
nigricante-fusco, nucha flavescente, lunula cervicis fascia-
que sub oculis bifida nigris.—Latk. Ind. Orn. i.p. 167.
No. 43. Var. 8. '

LA BREVE de MADAGASCAR.—Buff. par Sonn, xlvi, p. 505.

LE MERLE des MoLvQuEs.,—P/. Enl. 267.~Lath. Syn..i.
p. 398 C. w.
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THE MAINATE of the East Indies * 1.

THE slightest comparison will convince us,
that this bird ought to be removed from the

* GRACULA.

CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Rostrum convexo-cultratum, basi nudiusculum.
Lingua integra, acutiuscula, carnosa.
Pedes ambulatorii.

CHARACTER SPECIFICUS.

'mAcULA RELIGIOSA. G: nigro- violacea, macula alarum
alba, fascia occipitis nuda ﬂm—-—Iaﬂa Ind. Orn. i. p. 189.
No. 1.

GracuLa RELIGIOSA -Gmb Syst. i. p. 395.

SturNvUs INDICUS Bon'm.-—Raiz Syn: p. 68. 2.—Will.
P- 146. t. 88,

Corvus JAVANENSsIS.—Osb: If