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PREFACE.

In submitting the following Treatise to the
Public for their favourable acceptance, it will per-
haps be expected that the Author should briefly
state his reasons for doing so and explain the plan
on which it is conducted.

The absolute want of a Malayalim Grammar
in the Language itself, was the motive, which pre-
vailed with him to take up his pen on the subject.
The Ancient Literati of the country, being chiefly
Brahmins, were only anxious to acquire a knowledge
of the Sanscrit and regarded the vernacular as un-
worthy of their attention; which fully accounts for
the want of any Grammatical work by the Natives
themselves. It was this circumstance, which made
the Language to be commonly looked upon by foreign-
ers as a poor and ungrammatical jargon; whereas
its natural capabilities are as good as those of any
other language of South India, requiring only culti-
vation to develop itsriches and beauties. My ac-
quaintance with the Learned Languages as well as
with some of the cognate Dialects and my being
engaged in translations, revisions and original com-
positions in the language, qualified me in some mea-
sure for undertaking the work, which was felt to be
a great desideratum.

By the above statement, the Author isnot to
be understood to ignore or depreciate the very able
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Grammar published at Tellicherry by Dr. Gundert
of the Basle Mission. It is however only justice to
himself to observe that the greater part of this trea-
tise was prepared before that work was issued from
the Press, as will be evident by a comparison of the
date which that publication bears with the time
when this composition was submitted to the Mis-
sionary Brethren in the hope of getting it printed
by the School Book Society But the size of the
work not allowing it to be received by that Society
and the Author’s means preventing him to under-
take the printing of it on his own account, he
thought it proper to wait till an opportunity offered
itself of getting it published at the expense of some
educational association. The opportunity, however,
not presenting itself for a long time, he was induced
to incur the expense himself rather than consign
the work to oblivion. It was only after he had
handed it over to the Press that he became aware
of the existence of the work above referred to. If
its perusal however had convinced him that it super-
seded the necessity of publishing this work, he
would not have gone to the expense of doing so:
for he had ample time to recall it, as it remained
in the Printing Office unattended to for a considerable
length of time. The two treatises are essentially
different from each other, since they proceed upon
different principles and methods. The chief excell-
ence of Dr. Gundert’'s Grammar consists in the co-
piousness of the quotations from native authors in
support of the rules which it gives. Itis also va-
luable on account of its ingeniously tracing many
words in common wuse to'a Sanscrit original. But
the rules which it gives are not always as correct
and comprehensive as might have been, nor are they
sufficient to meet all the exigencies of the case;
as will appear from a comparison of Nos. 11 and 20



5

in that work with Nos. 41—43 in this treatise.
But the principal difference between the ‘two, as
observed by an eminent and profound scholar, con-
sists in the former being more ‘‘dogmatical” and
the latter more ‘‘explanatory”, in the one furnish-
ing the student with the bare rules and the other pre-
senting him with the reasons together with the
rules. This method, the Author thinks, is better
suited to ensure success; for by it the study of
the subject, in its very nature dry and difficult, is
rendered more interesting and easy as well as more
improving to the mind. In confirmation of the
truth of this observation, he would quote the views
expressed on the subject by that profound Linguist
and Grammarian, Professor Lee, who says, “My con-
viction is, that to present the student with both
the Synthetical and Analytical methods is by far
the most likely to give him an interest, and to
ground him, in the study of the Hebrew Language.
To cultivate the memory as well in this as in
every other sort of study, I hold to be good;
but then I must insist upon it, that to interest
and inform the mind is infinitely better. A very
learned and deservedly celebrated opponent of mine,
on this question, has argued that to give naked
rules in Grammar is always the most likely to ensure
the progress and to advance the truth. My opinion
has been, and still is, that where we have men, and
not mere children to study any Langunage or Science,
it is our duty to lay before them at once both the
rule and the reasons for it, and thus, at one and
the same time, to present the grounds of the matter
proposed for instruction, with rules calculated to
assist the memory in retaining it; and thus to
contribute towards improving the mind by habits
of close investigation and enquiry”.

The Parts in Malayalim Grammar are made
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four in this work asin most European Grammars,
of which the First Part, called ®pemoeismeme or
Accidents of Letters, coincides with Orthography,
while the second, termed aie&iememe, or Accidents
of Words, includes both Iitymology and Syntax,
the Inflections and Formations of words, as well
as their jConstruction, in a sentence. In treating of
them together, the Author has the authority of
the native Tamil Grammarians who include them
in one head, called ©aosgul®oce or the Chapter of
Words. By adopting this method, he has been
enabled to avoid going over the same grounds twice ;
which their separation would have rendered neces-
sary, and to reduce the size of the Book which
otherwise would have been considerably more
bulky than it is now. To this plan however an
objection has been made on the ground of its ren-
dering the subject unintelligible. How can, it has
been asked, the use of the Cases be understood by
a person who is ignorant of the nature of the Verb
on which it depends? My answer is, that the Verb
also cannot be fully understood without knowing the
relations in which it stands to the objects of which it
is the attribute, or on which it exercises an influence.
The truth is, that the different parts of speech in
a sentence are so connected with one another that
none of them can be fully understood without a
knowledge of the rest. There is therefore as much
reason for saying that the objeet being in the
Accusative Case determines the Verb to be Transi-
tive as that a Transitive Verb requires the object
to be in the Accusative: otherwise it is inconceiva-
ble how that of two Verbs of the same significa-
tion, even in the same language, should, the one be
Transitive and the other Intransitive; of which ex-
amples abound in the Learned Languages and may
be found even in English; e.g. ‘To reach’ and
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“To arrive’. In Malayalim the same Verb may be
construed with different Cases under different cir-
cumstances, as is clear from the phrases egoom ees
Wgfle and egemos seocslgfas. The above two
Parts contain all that propefly belongs to Gram-
mar in the English acceptation of the term; for
the remaining two Parts relate to Composition, Figures
of Speech, , Versification &e, which it was not the
Author’s purpose to treat of in the present volume.
. It islalso objected to the work, that, as it contains
too many technical and newly coined terms and
enters too much into the niceties of the Language,
it is unsuited for becoming a class book in schools
for childven. But it may be stated, that the more
important rules and remarks are worded in as sim-
ple terms as the nature of the subject will admit of
and are printed in a larger set of types to distinguish
them from observations relating to subjects of a
more abstruse nature, and may therefore be read
and studied separately, since they are so framed as
to be entirely independent of the remarks printed
in small types. With regard to the use of techni-
cal terms, I would also observe, that though their
introduction may at first appear calculated to ren-
der the style obscure, it really promotes perspicuity
and precision, as well as conciseness and elegance ;
for when the terms are once understood, they more
readily and unequivocally suggest the ideas they
are intended to convey The terms in English Gram-
mar are all technical, though others more intelli-
gible may be found in popular language equal to
them in signification. The terms Name and Word
are, for instance, more intelligible than Nowun and
Verb and may be substituted for them without
injury to the meaning; but they would mnot so
readily and definitely bring to the mind the ideas
these latter terms denote, because they are not
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s0 appropriate, being associated with a thousand
other things. To facilitate however the perusal of
the treatise even to beginners, the Author has
appended at the end of the volume, a Glossary of
Grammatical and other difficult terms made use
of in the work ; and the reader, when he meets with
a difficult term, has onmly to refer to it, where he
will find, under each term, sufficient explanation
and reference to make it clear to him. The corres-
ponding English terms are also given in the Glossary,
which will be found to be agreat help to the
English student, who may wish to make use of the
work in his study ofthe Language.

The Author has bestowed more than wusual
attention on the Particles, or, as they may be more
properly called, Connectives. They generally form the
most difficult part of speech in every language from
their unusual constructions and varied shades of
meaning. He has endeavoured to show all of them
except 20 @0 and @ to be either Cases of Nouns
or modifications of Verbs and explained their appa-
rently anomalous constructions and uses on the ge-
neral principles affecting all Nouns and Verbs. In
treating of them in alphabetical order, he had in
view the convenience of reference; for no other ar-
rangement will enable the student to find any word
with so much readiness.

‘With reference to the Half Vowel sound com-
ing at the end of certain words, the Author has,
on finding that a special notation could mnot be
effected neatly without incurring the expense and
inconvenience of getting a new set of types, thought
it desirable to mark it by the Final Form of 2 ra-
ther than by the Inherent ®° of the terminating
consonant, as is done in some printed books; for the
e seems to him the wusual, genuine and conveni-
ent Orthography



9

I. That & usually obtains in such cases will
appear from the following statements.

1 Itis uniformly the Orthography in books print-
ed at Tellicherry in the North by the German Mis-
sionaries; for they have e in all cases where the semi-
circular mark, lately invented by them, is not used;
and never have they recourse to @ as far as the Au-

thor can discover. e. g. e¥eE&WoOte aghemoas o
M2ID ERQOMO mME@WIW @acl® WAL afl

Q19000 ——aflw evIeasellB A IOND Méem Wi @) [Matt':'
I. 18.]

2. The same is the case in the publications issu~
ed from Trevandrum in the South. e g. «oa02:673
0820000 Q@abpe [Almanac for 1035, P. 13 L. 3—4]

3. It is the one which generally obtains in the
works published at Madras by the English Govern-
ment. e.g. MMOA alseme @eAsm IEY) (eJoue
20@)) oflote. gyocree GBwnarde RWlamEIem EREM &0
Oiemrcadg Bgjo @l B wsnlagyg aelw o
gyardlegpel [ Historical sketchés Book. I. P.
3—4.

4«]. The Orthography is allowed in books print-
ed in the C. M. Press at Cottayam on private ac-
counts, e.g. ®EVHIRIg0 Galwlale MEMEe QMRS
6% @paocieh aflaidl(M &laimeNG. alailom  elas
gy, ala® epsswovlaje olai® Ealoleoe e eas
eaomlajo auemTlsean. [Third Book. P, 1.]

5. The same mode of spelling is not foreign
even in the authorised publications issued from the
same Press. e. go e2@pasobaocd Matt, I. 20.]
apAUISMIS [11 3.] 2606)(Buy i) [12'] c.\.!o;ﬁ%
cana [14.] «pemoF gos Mleress$ woailsemo:

[C. Prayer.]

6. This is the Orthography which even now pre-
vails among the natives wunconnected with Euro-
peans. Here is an exact copy of a Firman of the
Itapalli Rajah issued only six years ago, in which
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the Half Vowel sound is uniformly marked by &:
The words are, ergioamsg @m’\a M) BOo @-almad
GBS aMIth @\BONIBIS SBNRAYY “EoaO@IG ajowIsSo
emo Qe Moo a@mgo c\@al2eains eemeall
05005 s 0e1mmoe A).aqIIMe aBo ecbatamoale 4ag a1
sMmoal@o @Yo ailoald OHegel AUd 388 aleMAje M@0
@RSl OmhEE Hmdsolal s 0a22 AIdlge 0EH3 @mil
01&20(26,%?% Mos @Fe ®MTE®MIC DBIYo wom 2D
Y@ils mIVQ” -

II. That & isthe genuine Orthography will
be clear from the considerations which follow.

1. This is the notation which obtains in old
Writings €. g. QUBNgOW@BOMEMIT §@9. [m&-ﬂl“ﬂ@m]
HIdO0) @M alom@s3  @aldmamDe A1 8673
afle®aamad ). [anemdo. Jmoemoesdsewoge aflejwl
S99 0H67F. [otmm@o-] allonomod mydl@yo ©at
od\® %@BJWO——mCé\% O BOMNO® B{aﬂ% osas)
Mach.  [I@0Wemo.

2. Inold documents executed in momeezome,
the original Alphabet of the language,  is uniform-
ly used. e. g. eaemIsmserwiaITloctow6g mo
ORIANOMEO DD Qg M10206NF galloesr§ mmmme)
WmMach ooy @ogom™He &c¢ This is a part of
the inscription on'copper-plate granted to the Jews
about a thousand years ago. [Collins’ Grammar.
P9

A much later document in the same character has
OHIRo  0009200NF dlgMmMIVQ LUM WYP@BW &0
cwramoemacall® [No. 22105 of 1007.]

3. The vowel is confessedly & when the words
augment in the course of inflection. e. g. @Jjsay—
@aysd; allg—allgied ; a5 &g, 0alg—0algs);
If the termination was originally ®°, no reason can
be assigned : for its change into 2. Fuphony can
not account for it; for @@ is here quite as euphonic
as e,

4. The Termination is regularly € in Tamil,
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which is radically the same language with Mala-
yalim. Now in a case of dispute like this, the au-
thority of the cognate tongues should, I think, be
final,

5. How then, it will be asked, came 2 to be
discarded ? The answer is, that to the & being fre-
quently given in such cases only a suppressed and
indistinet sound, it may have been overlooked by
Europeans and led them to suppose the words to
terminate in consonants. The supposition might
have gained strength from the consideration that
the Natives gave the same sound to Sanscrit and
foreign words which ended in certain consonants, as
QUode, ¢aush,’ AMEY, AMad,’ MMIER, ‘maid,’ saflg
‘David,” eenog ‘boat’ &ec. for the genius of Mala-
yalim requires the addition of this sound, as no con-
sonant can terminate a word in it, except &m, @, ®
e, e and ™ which have the Final Forms e, 0, &,
@, ks and ob. It is but natural that they should, by
extending the supposed analogy to purely Malayalim
words, discard the 2, in order to secure to them a
consonantal termination, of which the Nouns ‘Nan-
chinad’ for emoszmianes, ‘Procad’ for ayoass, ‘Periar’
for eandw:q, ‘Pennar’ for 6a1gmeq &e. are manifest-
ly instances.

6. It is however not only that 2 is taken away,
but also that on is added. How came this? The
sound of e being only inherent in the consonants,
it having no separate mark as a Final, it must have
been forgotten that every consonant in its matural
form necessarily conveys the power of ®o with it.
That men do sometimes lose sight of this peculi-
arity appears from their using the natural form of
the consonants in cases where they evidently intend
a consonantal termination, as eecmileacm, oniom ,q
odmiled &e.

7. Since however the & in such cases loses its
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proper sound and approaches more nearly to ®%
does not this justify the change in the Orthography ?
But the indistinct pronunciation is not universal, but
peculiar to certain classes and localities: and even
where it prevails, it only obtains when the words
come at the end of a clause or sentence, or when
they are pronounced singly; for in other situations
2 is sounded as fully and distinctly as any other
vowel in every part of the country and by every
class of people. e.g. @RogemIese, WSS S, @0
wemes ateos. If this loose way 'of pronouncing
calls for a change in Orthography in this case, it
will also require a similar change in other cases;
for the Finite Verbs ciem, @@ &c, wherein the &
is universally admitted to be full and distinct, are
in some places uttered with the half sound exactly
as the corresponding Verbal Participles.

III. That 2 is the more convenient notation
than oo will be clear from what follows.

1 The latter notation introduces confusion in
every part of Grammar. e.g. @ and @8 become
s08wg, whileg mog and eng coalesce into mosgys
The plural of asoas is aseased, though that of esoy
is @sayed. The Accusative of #0s is @osew, but
that of @95 is soflem. In composition @e remains
unchanged as in @oegyob, while @ q is turned into @oq
as in @og@o®ad, The Verbal Noun from the root
ms is msasa; but that of aus is ause- In all these
cases mo reason can be assigned for the different
forms which the words take, ifthey are supposed
all to end in ®o; and no rules can possibly be devi-
sed that would under this supposition instruct us
as to when the one form should be taken and when
the other; whereas by spelling the words which have
the half sound with 2, as is done above, no diffi-
culty appears.

L2 By dropping the 2 in such words as %%
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oGy OIS, 625, ag, aaw, 0w8s &c, they would be
respectively confounded with 0®0s, e#s, ears, eas,
alo; aom, Oaes &e, words totally different in origin
and signification. Now such terms being numerous
in the Language, an insuperable difficulty is intro-
duced by spelling them all alike with ®® ; whereas by
restoring & to those which have the Half sound, the
difficulty entirely vanishes.

3. Nor is there any liability of their being con-
founded with others which have the full sound: for
there are few words in the Language that have only
the varying sounds of & to distinguish them from
each other. The only cases where there can be a
confusion are in the words 26% ‘eaten’ and aes
‘there is’ and in the Past Tense terminating in &
and the corresponding Verbal Participle. But even
here the change in the Orthography is of no advant-
age, since by the substitution of ®° &0 may signi-
fy ‘a ball’ and the Verbal Participle may be con-
founded with the corresponding Nominal Partici-
ple. But the Past Tense is easily distinguished from
the Verbal Participle by the former being always
the concluding word in a sentence, a position which
can never be occupied by the latter; and in fact no
difficulty is experienced in the termination €, which
is common to both of them e. g. eraicd @9)eg o mm
‘He goes running’ enaich allslon goge @<l ‘He ran
around the house’ The confusion however between
the Verbal and Nominal Participles can by no means
be removed by rules e. g. #5 goeb s 06 cac@AIh
‘He who stole and took away the property’, and s
@oed esoescan@act “He who took away the sto-
len property.

4 As the 2insuch cases isin general only
indistinctly uttered, it may be asked: how is this
sound to be distinguished from the full sound? I would
inreply observe that the Final 2 isheard distinct-
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ly only in Finjte Verbs, known by their position
at the end of a sentence. e. g. aam, @M, @, A
©o0m and in Nouns which in the Nominative itself
may optionally take the additional letter @ e. g,
IR —IPQ!, @H:GB—d:@Ql, MMY_eimyal, MO BTV
®ay. The same difficulty, of course, occurs when
spelt with ®, which cannot, however, be removed
by rules, asis done in this case,

As the Author was unable in a great measure
to correct the proof sheets personally on account of
the distance of his residence from the Printing Office,
while the greater part of the sheets went through
the Press, the reader will not fail to discover in its
pages a considerable number of errors. A table
of errata is indeed given at the end, in which, however,
mistakes in Punctuation and in the quantity of the
vowels E and O, as well as others of a like trifling
nature, are in general not noticed, lest the table
should become too lengthy,

Now to that Almighty God, of whose gifts to
man, the faculty of speech is one of the most ines-
timable and for the promotion of whose glory, this
work is intended to be a mediate instrument, the
Author wounld render his humble and hearty thanks
for enabling him, amidst difficulties and discourage-
ments to bring it to a conclusion, as he earnestly
hopes, for the good of the Public.

.

Cottayam, June 19th 1863,

REMARKS ON THE MANUSCRIPT.

Without having gone through every section
of this work, thus far, delivered which my numerous
engagements prevent, I have in some parts closely
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and in others more slightly perused it and am
persuaded that it is well calculated to supply the
grand oesipErRATUM of a Grammar in the Mala-
yalim Language for the use of the natives as well
as to enable Europeans who have some acquaintance
with the language to improve their knowledge
of it.

I could have wished that the whole Alphabet,
as it is usually written by the natives, is retained,
although, as stated in the work, some of the letters
do not occur in words purely Malayalim. I think
their omission may give rise to a prejudice in the
minds of some of the natives, who might otherwise
derive great good from the work. It is well known
that, when the Sanscrit was taught in the College
at Cottayam some years ago, the native moonshees
acknowledged that their pupils acquired a better
knowledge of Grammar from Lindley Murray than
they did from their own instructions; and I think
the present Grammar will be likely, when published,
to supersede their instructions altogether, orelse to be-
come their standard work in connection with the
Sidharupam for teaching Sanscrit.

I quite approve of following the simple plan
of the natives in not multiplying the number of Parts
of Speech. The Sanserit plan of declining the Nouns
is also I think rightly retained.

I wish suceess to the work and shall be happy
to see a fair copy of the whole ready for the Press.

Cottayam, April 28th 1852.
HENRY BAKER sexior.

~ Having carefully examined the greater part of
this 1 Part, I am happy to say that I have been
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very much pleased indeed with it and think it will
be a most useful work. But I must dissent from all
innovations in the letters. We wish the work to be
as extensively circulated among the natives as possi-
ble, and therefore should not shock their prejudices
in any way that can be avoided.

Cottayam, June 10th 1852. E. JOHNSON

The labour and trouble in compiling and writing
such a work as the present is highly commendable
to the Author. But we must not make innovations;
improvements are required in the Language: but when
we see that it has been gradually formed through
a long course of years, great care and sufficient
reasons should be shown in making alterations. It
is very easy to burden or weaken a fabric but ex-
tremely difficult to strengthen.

H. BAKER sunior.

I approve of the Grammar and hope it will
soon come into general use among the natives. A
compendium of it will be very valuable in our schools.
It appears to me of very little moment whether the
3 letters which are not used in Malayalim are re-
tained in the Alphabet or no. I would have preferred
the more general form of declining Nouns, which has
been adopted too in Tamil Grammars.

J HAWKSWORTH,

I beg to make the following suggestions, which
I think would improve the work, viz. that all the
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letters of the Alphabet and their divisions should be
shown at one view by placing the names of the divi-
sions by and over the columns; that the Glossary be
put in Malayalim; that a rule be made to apply to
the Plural Number of Nouns in the Neuter Gender
ending in @b as epgpocd—aengpacesd; and that the
Orthography of the book be corrected according to
the rules throughout the book, except «2g—aap &c,
which be better retained according to the usual form
in printed books.

J. CHANDY.
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[emn-] :
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[
6Y11e0MIo6L), Plural Number, aiovleb anaioman
£06M)sem@. Mo TR OO aIeNIE0 AlaiMo: [om@.]
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2@, Quantity, culoseges eoaQy. (o]
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