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Introduction to Editing 

Wikipedia



An encyclopedia

Neutral point of view

Free content that anyone can 

use, edit and distribute

Respect and civility

No firm rules



The Newt of Notability

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Notability

If a topic has received significant coverage in reliable sources that are 

independent of the subject, it is presumed to be suitable for a stand-

alone article or list.

Triturus Vulgaris, by Christian Fischer CC-BY-SA-3.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Notability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Independent_sources


The Conflict of Interest Capybara

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest

Conflict of interest (COI) editing involves contributing to Wikipedia about yourself, family, 

friends, clients, employers, or your financial and other relationships.

COI editing is strongly discouraged on Wikipedia.

Editors with a COI, including paid editors, are expected to disclose it whenever they seek to 

influence an affected article's content.

CaplinRous at English Wikipedia [GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) 

or CC BY 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:PAY
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Conflict_of_interest#howtodisclose


The Reliable Sources Racoon

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Identifying_reliable_

sources

Wikipedia articles should be based on reliable, published 

sources, making sure that all majority and significant minority 

views that have appeared in those sources are covered. If no 

reliable sources can be found on a topic, Wikipedia should not have 

an article on it.

By Ken Thomas (KenThomas.us (personal website of photographer)) [Public 

domain], via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Identifying_reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability#Reliable_sources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Notability


Beware the Copyrighted Material Crocodile

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Copyright

_violations

Wikipedia’s is text may be freely redistributed, reused 

and built upon by anyone.

Copying material without the permission of the 

copyright holder from sources that are not public 

domain or compatibly licensed is likely to be a copyright 

violation.

By Amada44 (Own work) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Copyright_violations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_content
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_infringement


The Vine Snake of Verifiability

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability

In Wikipedia, verifiability means that other people 

using the encyclopedia can check that the 

information comes from a reliable source.

By @ Vikas patil photography (Own work) [CC BY-SA 4.0 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability#What_counts_as_a_reliable_source


The Neutral PoV Nine banded armadillo

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_

point_of_view

All encyclopedic content on Wikipedia must be 

written from a neutral point of view (NPOV), 

which means representing fairly, 

proportionately, and, as far as possible, without 

editorial bias, all of the significant views that 

have been published by reliable sources on a 

topic.
By leppyone (Nine-banded Armadillo) [CC BY 2.0 

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_of_view_(philosophy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability


The No Original Research Nightingale

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:No_origin

al_research

Aka “no personal interpretation”

The phrase "original research" (OR) is used on 

Wikipedia to refer to material—such as facts, 

allegations, and ideas—for which no reliable, 

published sources exist.

By Frebeck (Own work) [CC BY-SA 3.0 

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Verifiability#Reliable_sources


Create your 
user page



Editing #1

Using the Visual Editor



Visual editor

Adding a link to 

another Wikipedia 

page - a “wikilink”

Bullet points

Headings
Basic formatting Adding a reference

Adding pictures, 

reference lists, 

templates

Special characters

(Can also be used 

for external links)

Screengrabs from Wikipedia, CC-BY-SA

Visual Editor



Have a Go!

Write an intro to 

yourself on your User 

Page.

Make sure to include:

- Headings

- Internal links

- A Citation

- A List



Editing #2

Pictures, Categories, 

Infoboxes



Pictures

- Should be openly licensed

- Make the article more likely to be read 

- Can be in galleries

- Usually align right

Screengrabs from Wikimedia Commons, CC-BY-SA



Categories

- Help us to navigate the encyclopedia

- Help us to see what’s missing

- Each article should have at least one 

category

Screengrabs from Wikipedia, CC-BY-SA



Infoboxes

- Give a quick summary of information

- Are a kind of Template

- Exist for different topics

- Can include pictures, coordinates

- Are needed for a DYK or FA

Screengrabs from Wikipedia, CC-BY-SA



Editing #3
Don’t forget to create 
your Talk Page


