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danger is not lessened in the present
age. A Critic.

. ;
o the Propruetors of the Belfast Magazne,

GENTLEMEN,

MINUTE Cniticin your last num-

ber, when speaking of the cos-
tume of the Irish Clitettain i deliver-
ing the Prologue, wishes to be -
formed how he disposed of his half
boots and satfron sieeves, as his legs
and arms were bare. All that need
be said wn reply, 1s, that the shoit
boots edged with fur, came scarcely
above his ancles, and his legs were
baie; and that the saffron sleeves
were fucked above his elbows, so that
his arms (or at least his fore-arms, it
the cutic be an anatomust) were also
bare. Inshort the Irish Chieftain was
represented, like most of his country-
men atthat tune, and ever since that
time, as beihg (proh pudor ') without
sbut or stockings. Will this expla-
nation gerve to satisty this critic ani-
malcule, who 1s only known by the
mitials of s name 8. N2?
Thete1sa sort of spume o froth,
‘W hich hangsonplants of summer growth;
The fioth without, so light and thin,
Hides a poor namefess fly withing,
You’ye hit this eritic to a tittle 5
>Tis nothing else than Cuckoo Spittle,

1 am Your’s, &e. X.
Srneme———

For the Belfust Monthly Magazme.

CALCULATIONS OF WEIGHTS AND MEA-~
SURES.

HE difference 1n  weights and

measures, and the different de-
nominations of them are frequently
perplexing in the calculations of com-
meice. lhey alsu render it more
difficult to compute the relative prices
ot grain m diiferent countries. One
use of a magazine, 1s to lay up, as
2n a store-house tor future reference,
such memorandumsas are liable other-
wise to escape the memory. Accept
then the following calculations to show
the 1elative proporuons bLetween the
measures of Lagland, and the weights
of Ireland, by which gram s sold,
in the former country by measue,
and n the latter by weight.

A quaiter 15 8 bushels of Win-
chester measure. An English quaiter
of good wheat may be taken, at an
avetage at 32% stones of 14 1bs. ; of
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barley at 28 stones, and of oats at
213 The Irish barrel of wheat is
20 stones, or 2% cwt.; of barley 16
stones, or 2 cwt. and of oats 14
stones, or 1% cwt. Thus a calcula-
tion may be easily made, by reducing
the weights of the one country to the
measutes of the other. A ReaDER,

Forthe Belfust Monihly Mugazine.

LETTER ON MR. LANCASTER'SIMPROVED

METHOD OF TEACFING
We cheerfully embrace the <vtewws of the Commuttee and
Zeackers of the Belfast Sunday School, w geving
JSurther publicrty to the followving waluable Letter on
the much improved plun of Education so successiully
practised by J Lancaster. The Letter isin reply to
one written by ‘a Member of the above Institution to
hus friend 1 London, requesting a general outlme of

the system, discipline, books, slutes, 3¢ §5c, used—

and’the yearly salary requistie to bring one of Mr.
Z ter’s fitushed Pupils to conduct a School in this
Country on his plan.

¢« 42, Bedford Row, London July 28,1810.
¢ DEAR SIR,
Y appomtment [ was yesterda

« B fdvg)upred with half ag hour 3;'
Mr. Lancaster’s time, which is equally
valuable and constantly occupied,
especlally during the short peiiod
winch he spends in London. In an-
swer to the question respecting 1e-
muneration to one of his puplis to
establish a school, he observed that
gighty or one bundred poundsa year
15 common, but that he coula say
nothing till you informed m, by
letter (the only mode m which he
wishes: to communtcate any infouma-
tion on this subject) what 1s the ex-
tent of the proposed school, what
scale it would be established on,
the nature and extent of the building,
number of pupils, &c. ln a word,
a summary statement of what you
want, and what you thimk of at-
tempting to establish. His opinon
geneially is  that you ought to
roceed on a grand scale, and not at-
empt the adoption of his plan m a
contiacted manner, which could not
be advantageous to any party; that
you ought to endeavour to obtan
the unqualified approbation of all 1he
leading chaiacters i the place, in-
sute the attendance of the great mass
of the populabon, and proceed on
spch a liberal principle that youmust
eventually succeed.

“You request a minute description
of the mode of teachmng, books,
benches, slates, &c. used. ‘lhesg
things require in general a month op
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six weeks tolearn, and were [ capable
of descrioing every thing, which would
fill 2 small volume, 1t wouid be stil
impossibie for you to reduce 1t to
practice. Theres then only this al-
ternative, either to send a person
properly qualified to acquire a piac-
tical knowledge of the system 1n the
school in London, or to procure a
Pupll to stiuct persons i Belfast.
The system 1s so conuected that you
c€an no more ‘use any of its parts,
separately, than a woeel without an
axle. [ shall endeavour, however,
to give a slight 1dea of: 1t.

«First, Whenever a child acquires
a perfect knowledge of any one letter,
he is placed m a class containing
from five to twenty (according to the
size of the school) and seated at a
bench about two teet hugh, this bench
is fir, nme or more feet long, and
about three feet broad, aiound 1t
is a ledge half an inch higher than
the surface, and this forms a hollow
table which 1s covered with sand about
one-fourth inch deep; on this sand
the pupu makes the figuie of the letter
which he has just learned, and this
is repeated several tunes, till he has
attained such a knowledge of its real
figure, and command of hand to sketch
it with his finger, as are deemed
sufficient, At this bench thescholais
sit 1 one position, and obey the di-
vections of the teaching boy, hke
soldiers at dull; whenever they have
all made thewr letters—for stance =,
the teacher or sommanding officer of
the bench diaws a board over the
lettered sand, and thus 1enders 1t
petfectly smooth for the pupis to
repeat , the samme regular opeiation;
first placing thewr fingers on the ledge
as a pieparatory position, and then
proceeding to make the same charac-
ter; those who are very young, or
very awkward, and caonot, after re-
peated directions, make any passable
character, are placed together, and
the more expert ones advanced to
another class. When they have thus
acquired adroitness 1 making one
character, they are next placed to
combine it with a vowel to totm a
syllable, and w this depaitment they
stand 1n a circular form befoie a
sheet of their spelling book, pasted
on 3 board, and suspended agawmst
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the wall ; the teaching boy makes
every one pronounce the letters or
sy Nables in rotation, 10 which he points
with a round ruler, and he who pro-
nounces all the syliables acioss hive
perpendicular columns, 1s placed at
the head et the class; those who fail
are repeatedly directed, and what is
more, their attention s kept engaged.
lu this manner the pupil advances
from a knowledge of each lettes,
etther in wiiling or spelling, till he
oes thiough the alphabet, and 1s per-
ectly ableto write all the characters,
and combine them nto short syliables.
Authmetic 1s next intreduced, and
the pupil advances in reading, writing,
and counting at the same time, and
in a year 1s generally able to read,
wiite and compiehend the five com-
mon tules of arithmeticin a passable
manner, All the teaching boys, whe
have just learned the part they are
appouwnted to teach the others, have
words of command to their attentive
puptls, which would require some
tune to learn or become acquainted
with; they havealsoa series of badges,
medals of mernit, &c. all of which are
necessary to the machinery of the
school. The slates are common, and
vary in size, fiom two and a half
inches broad, and five long, to nme
mnches bioad, and hfteen long, ac-
cording to the age and progiess of
the pupil.  As to the spelling-book
and anthmetic, they most assuredly
could not be of any service to vou,
nor would they be 1ntelligible, unless
you had seen them used. The spel-
hing book is printed on one side of
cap papei, and pasted on boards;
the arithmetic 1s done 1n the same
mannper, but on larger paper. Oune
young man directs the free school i
St. George’s Fields, contawning up.
wards of one thousand pupils, all ve-
ry ycung, the house 1s low, buiitn
the shed manner, and heated by
flues under the floor; a cheaper and
better mode would be by heated aip
conveyed 10 an non tube from g
kitchen fire.

“These are the principal circume
stances which I can communicate tq
you, but they do not embiace any
thing sufficient to be usetul for your

“views. All the boys have their hats

or caps hanging behind their hachs
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suspended  with a cord or ribbon;
the teaching boys wear badges, and
all remam, in general, very fixed
in their 1espectivestations ; order and
harmony are every wheie apparent;
there 1snonore or bustle, no amuse-
ments, wdling or any other mode of
mspendidg ‘the time. ‘The children
enter the school at eight, and con-
unue @il eleven n the morning, and
agan at one i the afternoou, and
continue til fom, thus occupying
six hours every day, and changing
their studies so often that the variety
gives a taste for every new branch,
and rather delights, than fatigues the
scholar. I cannot mdeed miorm you
of all the advantages attending this
admirable system of teachmg, vut |
may mention some things which ate
peculiar to it. {n the first place, all
the children necessarly, and without
any compulston (I mght say volun-
tanly) acquire habits of strict atten-
tion, which cannot be acquired m
any other school, not even by the
deaf and dumb pupils of Secard, or the
blind onés of Heiy; 1 the next
place, those of order, regularity, de-
corum, unformity of action, self com-
maand, and great faclity of 1nanual
execution are attamed to a degiee
of perfection, not at present gene-
rally believed po-wible. Emulation 15
excited without envy or jealousy, a
spirtt. of ndustry without any reluc-
tant murmurings, all  viwolent and
irrascible passtons are nearly unknown,
and sentinents of mutual forbearance
are senstbly acquued, with just no-
tions of truth, moral obhgation, and
practical justice, There 15 no lymg
or dissinulation 3 no artihces to e.
vade the eye of-the master, skip a
lesson, ov pilfer teys from school fel-
lows; the hoarse voice, and stein
looks of the mgster never mspire tear
or revenge ; for the age and size of
the teacher aie generally the sanie
as the scholar, and his only superi.
ority 15 that of being more adioit n
formmg a letter, or quick m pro-
nouncing a syllable.  When this me-
chameal labour 1s completed, an ex-
cellent selection of motal Jessons are
then 1ead, and compiehended by all
the pupils, and they are made jully
sensible of those obligations, and re-
fative social duties which cannot fail o
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be useful to them during the remainder
of ther lives. Upon the whole, the
admuable moral habits which they
must acquire, independent of the just
principles which they at the same
titme 1mbibe, are alone sufficient to
give this system of education a pre-
cedence to any other which has yet
been devised. To civilization....to the
community, it must eventually be
productive of mcalculable advantages ;
for the great mass of mankind must
ever be more mnfluenced by habit
than abstract principles, aod thewr
virtues and vices much more de-
pendent on the former than on
their reason, or even their passions.
Happy would 1t be for Ireland if a
Jancastrian  School were established
iu every village; the present love
of the marveflous and extravagant
would be converted into a love of
order and practical utiity, and the
standard of merit would then be, not
in the greatest deviation from all
sules, but i the closest adherence
to regularity and consistency. There
ate many other direct advantages
which mustattend the plan you propose
undertakimg, and I sincerely hope
you will persevere in carrying it 1a-
to effect. But it appeais to me im-
practicable or impolitic to co..fine it
to Sunday Schools only. 1 agree
with Mr. iancaster n thinking that'
almost every respectable man in Bel-
fast would subscribe to defray the
expenses of a general and pubic
Kree BSchool,* and that the town 1s
sufficiently populous and wealthy for
the nstitution. 1t pioposed, 1t could
scarcely meet any opposition; al-
though 1t is necessary to be prepa-
ted to combat every sordid passion)
prejudice, caprice, and ignorant ob-
Jection which nught ause.  L'he thing
15 laudable, and every laudable at-
tempt, even if unsuccessful, may
contribute to the diffusion of know-

* The Managers of the Belfast Sunday School, we
are pleased te notice, from the Annual Statement,
Just l;.ud before the public, have entered fully mte
the spuit of thi letter, and while the more ad-
vanced 10 years, whose tune 1s occupled on week
diys, are mstructed on Sundays, their plan will ald
extend to a General Day School. e hope this
undertakimg  will meet with Iiberal support

The Collectors appomntea for the present year are
LZuke Teebng . James MCAdami..Daved Biggar ...
Thomas M Cabe, who will recerve Donations, or, Sube
scriptions, to complete the buslding which has beeg
gemmenced for this Institutyon,
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ledge and the dispersion of prejudice.
Inquiiy and mvestigation are advan-
ces towards improvement....are ‘steps
which lead to the temple of truth.
¢ Let me add, however, that should
you make an effort to establish a
school on friend Lancaster or Bells
plan, you must address Mr. Lancas-
ter by letter, and directly, anq he
will give you a pretty aceurate idea
of . the necessary expence of every
thing except the building, which must
be ¢stimated by yourselves. A spell-
ng-book 2nd book of anthmetic wil
seive three or four years, and one
thousand scholars each year, so that
the expense of books 1s extremely
small.  Spelling-books six shillings,
dictating do. two or four sh\‘\hngs,
anthmetic ten shillings, &c. Should
you, however, wish for these books,
m order to form your own opinion
of them, you can let me know by
return of post, and your letier will
reach me 1n time to send them with
the first vessel which sails hence to
Belfast. Or 1f you think [ “can com-
municate to you any more particu-
lars by which you  could mofit, [
shall attend Lancaster’s school from
three til four every day, the time
allotted to wisitors, until that [ am
perfectly acquainted with the mecha-
nism of his system, and then wiite
you a more detaled account of it.
Convinced as [ am of the great bles-
sng ot instruction to the poor, I
shall most willingly contitbute as far
w 1 my power to faciitate your
henevolent views, m communicating
such information to the neglected or
indigent youth, and piocure you e-
very 1nfosmation on the subject which
¢an be communicated by letter.
I am vouw’s, &c.
J.AB.
For the Belfast Monthly Magazine,
p—
VMIXTHREPORT FROM THE COMMISSIONERS OF
tHE BOARD OF EDUCATION IN IRELAND
Io his Grace Charles Duke of Rich-
mond and Lenox, &c. Lord Licute-
nant General, and ~ General Gover-
nor of Ireland.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE.
¥ E, the undersigned, commission-
Wers, appomted for mnquiring wito
{he several funds and revenues grant-
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ed for the purposes of education, and
mto the state and condiion of all
schools 1 Ireland upon publie or
charitable toundations,  proceed to lay
befoie your grace our report upon
the hosputal and free school of king
Chailes the I1d, commonly called the
Blue-Coat Hosputal,

'L he hospital and free scheol of Char.
fes the seCond w Dubln was tound-
ed by a charter ofthe 23d year of huis
reigu.

't he mayor, sher.ifs, commons, and
citizens of Dublin, 1epresented by
petition, that many chaiitabie pessons
were desirous to coutitbute lowards
the erecting of an hospital for main-
taining aged and poot people, and a
free school tor the education of youth;
wheteupon his majesty was pleased
to grant to the mayou, sheriffs, com-
mons, and citizens of Dublin, fus
royal charter of 1ncorpoiation, con-
stituting them and thewr succestors
for ever governors of such hospital
and fiee scnool, and gwving them a
piece of giound on Oxmantown Gieen,
upon which they had alieady begun to
erect a building for the purpose.

It has not appeared to us that at
any time an establishment was made
for the 1eception and maiutenance oft
aged reduced people; but we have
reason to thnk, thatfiom the begw-
ning a plan of useful education was
foimed which has continued to the
present tune. No turther 10yal grant
appears to have been made to the
tuads of this insutution.

Tre establishment m its present
state is for 130 boys; they are main-
tamed, clothed, well mstructed 1 the
holy scipture, and m the pimciples
of the protestant 1ehigion , 1n English,
Euchd, Navigation, and the vaiious
branches of practical mathematics, in
which some boys now 1n the schost
have made a proficiency uncammon
for their years; this is muchto the
honout ofy their -present master, who
was educated m this  institution —
The boys are admutted at the age of
8, and appienticed at the age of 14
years, some to trades, some to the
sea service, with a fee of five pounds
tor each.

Foi 12 years ended 25 Decemnber
1808, the returns made to wus give
an  average incowmne  of  about



