IPS EVIDENTIARY DOCUMENT NO %"AS REMOVED FROM THE

FILES, 18 MARCH 1949 FOR RETURN TO THE KONOYE FAMILY.
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Document No, 14681 Page 1

LETTER OF RESIGNATION AS PRIME MINISTER
BY PRIICE FUMIMARO KONOYE TO H. M., THE
EMFERCR

By dis Maiesty's Humlle Servant, Fumimaro

When I, Your Hajesiy's humble servant unexpectedly received an Imperial
Command to organize & Cabiret fur a third tinme, it was my firm conviction that,
in order that we can monage tlie present nulitical situstion so as to enable
future national exponsicn, w2 must £3ac 2 speedy solution for the China In-
cldent by adjusting relations witvh the Uaited 3States on friendly terms., There~
fore, I have oxpressed 1y wishes to the United States Government soliciting an
opportunity for frierdly pericys,

Recently, however, Army Mirister TOJO, who judged that such negotiations
could not possibly be materialized before the desired t’me (ebout the middle or
latter part of October), and who believed the situalion hed come to a point
"When no other means can be found to earry through our demands ,..." found in
the 3rd erticle of VAn Cuiline of How to Iiiecuis the Netional Policies of Our
Empire," which met Imperiel sanclion following the conference in the presence
of His Majosty held on the 6th of September, this year, hes comec to the con=-
clusion that the time has arrived to open war against the United States,

When I consider the mabter carcfully, however, I stil) belicve that
provided we have emple time, not only is 1T crronecus to think that all nego-
tiations with the United States are hovzluss but that even the most difficult
question involved, the questicn of witliirsiring our troops, cen be settled if
wo take the attitude of yielding to her in appearance by keeping fer us the
substance and casting away the aname, It is utterly impossible for Your
Majesty's humble servant Tvmimuro, who is fecling much rosponsibility ever
since the outbreak of the Chire Inecident, to endure plunzing the nation again
into a titanic wmer the outcome of whiich cennot be forceast when even the China
Incident has not yet been settlied,

For these reasons Fumimaro belicves that nowt is tho time for the Govern=~
ment and the military to cocporate in unity towerds materisiizinz our ncgotia-
tions with the United Slciecs ty exerting our very utmost, thus to bring about
scttloment with China, which is rovy urgent necessity from the stendpoint of
recovering national strength se woll o5 stabilizling popular morsle, And if
e have any desire for advancing our national fortunes now is the very time
for us to step back a bit to preperc for a forwerd leap, and to make the
people struggle forrvard more bravely for tho sovereign and the state enduring
hardship and privation.
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Document No, 1468A Page 2

I, Your Hggesty‘a humble servant, have done my best to prevail unon
Army Minister TOJO Ly laying cpen to him my inmost feclings, However, the
Army Minister persistently claimed that though he periectly understood the
toil and feelings of the Prime Minister, it was impossible to consent to the
withdrawal of troopes from the stanfdpoint of meinteining their moralo, and
moreover, that once the Unived Siates wvas yiclded to, she would epply still
more ovarbearing measures and might cven forget whore to stop; and that even
if the China Affair wes sottled, it wss possible that a rupturc might occur
agein in two or three yoars; ana that es iiterral wealmesses were existent
both in the United States aid Jopan we slocld not lose this opportunity for a
war 7ith her, -

I, Fumimaro, conferred with him on four senarate occasions but have
failed to make him agree with me, ardl an nowy weble to carry on the greve
responsibilities of assisting the Thione gccording to my owm convictions, due
solely to my want of abilitios, for which I humbly beg Your Majesty's pardon.

I, Your Majosty's humble servant, beseoch Your Majesty to recleasc me
from this important post,

October 16, 16th year of Showa (1941)
Frime Minister of Cabinet,
Prince Fumimaro KONOYE,




Docuaent No, 14684 Page 3

CHRTIFICATE

S S e R e e e 2 B e el e

v.D.C. No.
I.P.S, No.
Statcment of Source and Authenticity
I, Marquis YASUMASA WATSUDATRA, hereby certify that I am officially

comectoed with the Jepanese Iiperial Houschold in the following capacity:
President of the Peeragn Brrocu, Imnerict Dovszhold, and that as such
officicl I have custedy of the docuwent horoto ultoched consisting of  two
peges, dated 16 Octovor, 1943, ari descrived as follows:_Letter of resig-
nation as Prirve Minister, by IrTings FUMUMLRO KONCTW to H, ¥. Tho Emperor,
I further certify that the alisckad racerd ard document is an official
document of the Jepanese Imperial Hovschold, and that it is part of the
official archives and files of the fc.ioving naned ministry or depertment
(specifying also the file number or ciiation, if any, or any other official
designation of the regular locotion of the document in tho archives or files):
of the Board of Chamberaleing, Tmperial Housechold,

Signed at _Tokyo on this
2nd _day of _July , 1946. /s/ Y. MATSUDATRA

Signature of Official

Witness: Zgz M. KURODA SEAL

President of the Peoragze Burcau
OfTiciel Capacity

Statement of O0fficial Procurecment

I, _EDWARD P, MONOGHAN s hereby certify that I am associsted twith
the General Headquerters of the Supreme Commender for the Allied Powers, and
that the ebove described document was oblained by me from the above signed
official of the Japancse Government in the conduct of my official business.

Signcd at Tolzyo on this

3rd  day of _ July , 1946 [s/ TDRLRD P. HONOGHAN
NAME

Witness:_/s/ WILLIAM C, PRCUT Investigator, I.P,S,
| Officinl Cevacity




Page 4

T horeby certify that I an conversant with both

the Japenecse and English lenirages and that the above

is a true and exact copy of the original document
Lotior of Rosimnation from Premiership .
submitted to H, M the Fmperor of Japan,

by Princo Fumimsro KOPONZ, o

/s/ __TOSHIO TOMISHIGE

/s/ __WARREN H. WAGNER

W

WITNESS:

s/ EDWARD P. MONOGHAN

M

Tokyo
July _3xrd , 1946,

L pain
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File No. 59-4 Translated by; S. Taniguchi
Res Prince Konoye Checked by;. T. Nishioka
Date; 21 Feb, L4b Status Pending. y

.' The following is a translation of Document No.59-4, obtained

| from the Tokyo residence of Prince Konoye by Maj. L.H. Barnard and
Lt. Col. B.E. Sackett on 16 Dec, 45. Translation by S. Taniguchi
was retéxue sted on 30 Jan. 46 and completed by S, Taniguchi on 31
Jan, 4 o

By His Majesty's Humble Servant, Fumimaro,

When I, Your Majesty's hunble servant unexpectedly received
an Dmperiasl Command to organize a Cabinet for a third time, it wes
Iy firm conviction that, in order that we can manage the present
political situation so as to enable future national expansion, we
must find a speedy solution for the China Incident by ad justing
relations with the pnited States on friendly terms, Therefore,
I have expressed my wishes to the United State's Government Socliciting
an opportunity for friendly parleys.

Fecently, however, Army Minister Tojo, who Judges that such nego-
tiations cannot possibly be materialized before the desired time (about
=il the middle or later part of &3‘, and who believes the asituestion
has come to a point "When no other means can be found to carry through
our demands.,..." found in the 3rd article of "An Qutline of How to
Execute the National Policies of Qur Empire," which met Imperiel |
\ Sanction following the conference in the presence of His Me jesty

held on the 6th of m 8 year, has come to the conclusion
that the time has arrived to OP€n war against the United States,

When I consider the matter carefully, however, I still believe,
pProvided we have ample time, that not only is it erroneous to think
that all negotiations with the United States are hopeless but that
even the most difficult question involved, the question of withdrawing
our troops, can be settled if we take the attitude of yielding to her
in appearance by keeping for us the substance and casting away the
neme., It is utterly impossible for Your Majesty's humble servant

CPIES: 3 File 59
1l Lt. Col. Sackett
1 CIC (through Lt, Waldorf)
3 LtCs A.lexander.
: Serial No;




File Nos: 59
Res -Prince Konoye (cont'd). | 3

Fumimaro, who is feeling much responsibility ever since the outbreak
of the China Incident, to endure plunging the nation agein into a -
titenic wer the outcome of which cannot be forecast when even the |
china Incident has not yet been settled,

For these reasons Fumimaro believes thet now is the time for {
the Government and the military to cooperate in unity towards mate-
rializing our negotiations with the United States by exerting our
very utmost, thus to bring about settlement with China, which is
now urgent necessity from the standpoint of recovering national
strepzth as well as stabdizing popular morale. And if we have any
jesire for advancing our national fortunes now is the very time for
us to step back a bit to prepare for a foward leap. Thus the people
will learn to overcome the greatest hardships for the seke of his
countrye.

I, Your Majesty's humble servant have d one my best to prevail
upon Army Minister Tojo by laying open to him my inmosi feelings.
However, the Army Minister persistently claims that though he perfectly
understands the toil and feelings of the Prime Minister, it is im-
possible to consent to the withdrawal of troops from the standpoint
of maintaining their morale, and moreover, that once the United States
is yielded to, she will apply still more overbearing measures and
may even forget where to stop; and that even if the China Affair is
gsettled, it is possible that a rupture might occur again in two or
three years; and that as interns]l weaknesses are existent both in
the United States and Japan we should not lose this opportunity
for a war with her,

| I, Fumimaro, conferred with him on four separate occasions but
has failed to make him egree with me and is now unable to carry on
the grave responsibilities of assisting the "Throne according to my
own convictions, due solely to my want of abilities for which I
humbly beg Your Majesty's pardon.

T, Your Majesty's humble servant beseech Your Majesty to release
my from this important post.

prime Minister of Cabinet,
Prince Fumimaro Konoye.

3 PENDING.
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File Nos 59
Re, Pringe EKonoye (cont'd).

Fumimaro, who is feeling much responsibility ever since the outhreak
of the China Incident, to endure plunging the nation again inte a
titanic war the outcome of which cannot be forecast when even the
china Incident has not yet been settled.

For these remsons Mmimaro believes that now is the time for
the Government and the military to cooperete in unity tovards mate-
rislizing our negotiations with the United States by exerting our
very utmost, thus to bwring about settlement vith China, which is
now urgent necessity from the standpoint of recovering national
strength as well as staMiszing popular morale. And if we have any
desire for advensing our nationnl fortunesn nov is the very time for -

to step back a bit to prepare for a foward 1 Thus the people
'-%x{mzo overcono the greatest Eerdsh{ps Ka Ahe maka of BlE -
country. ,

1, Your Majesty's humble servont have done ny teat to provail
apen Army Minister Toje by laying open Yo him ay inmoot feelings,
owever, $he army Ministor pernistently claius” that though he perfeetly
understands the toll snd feolings of the Prime Minister, it is in.
possible to conscnt to the withdrawal of troops Irom the standpoint
of maintaining their morale, and morwovexr, that once the United States
is yialded to, she 1Y apply still moyre overbeoring moesuras and

2ot Ll

mav’oven forzet where te stopy mnu thet oven if the Chine Affelr is

sattled, it "iﬁ' posaible thet s rupture might ocour sgaln in e or

three years; end thei as internel weakncsees epé existent both in
the United Statee snd Japan we should not lese this opportunity
for a war with her,

, I, PMumimere, conforred with him on four separate cccasions but
las failed to maks him asroe with me end is now unable to carry on
the grave responsibilities of essisting the ‘*Threne eceordin: to my
own convietions, due sololy to my want of abilities, for which I
hambly bez Your Majonty's pardon.

I, Your Mej-ety's hmble servant beaesch Your va jeety tc rolcase
nf fyom this important nost.

prime uMinister of Cabinet,
rrince Nminmaro Konoye.

PEZNDING.










INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc, No. 1468 27 April 1946
ANAL?SIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT.

Title and Nature: Handwritten request to throne made
by Prince KONCOYE, to be rclieved of post of Prime Minister

Date: July 41 Original (x) Copy ( ) Language:Japanese

Has it been translated? Yasrix). No O
Has it been photostated? Yas: (X)) No (%)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable) as of:
Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Prince KONOYE's home.

PERSONS IMPLICATED: TOJO, Hidekij; The Emperor

CRIMES TO WEICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: War of aggression.

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):

Here KONOYE places blame for war with the U.S. directly
on TOJO. In this plea to the throne, he states that while
he advocated negotiating with the United States, "Army
Minister T0JO, who Jjudges that such.negotlations cannot
possibly be matarinllzed before the desired time (about
the middle or later part of August), and who believes the
sitvation has come to a pnoint ‘whera no other means can be
found to carry through our demands,%.:s.o.has come to the
conclusion that the time has arrived to open war against
the United States.”

KONOYE thought this stand erroneous, and said even the
withdrawal of troops could be managed, Japan "keeping the
substance.ss«.,+yiclding in appearance.

Since even aiter four conferences with TOJO, he could
not make him agree, KONOYE says he could not '"endure plunging
the nation into a %itanic war, the outcome of which cannct
be forecast,'" he asked the throne to be relieved of his post.,

Flea 1: signed by IEONOYE.,

=0
)92

Anoiyst: W. H., Wagner noc, HO.
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc, No. 1468 o7 April 1946
ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT .

Title and Navture: Handwritten request to throne made
by Prince KONOYE, To be relieved of post of Prime Minister

Date: July 41 Original (x) Copy ( ) Language:Japanese

Has it been translated? ves (x) No ( )
Has it been photostated? Yes ( ) No (%)

1,0CATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable) as of:
Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Prince XONOYE's home.

PERSONS IMPLICATED: TOJO, Hideki; The EmpeTror

CRIMES TO WEICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: Wwar of aggressione

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references) :

Here KONOYE places blame for war with the U.S» directly
on T0OJO. In this plea to the throne, he states that while
he advocated negotiatvlng with the United States, "Army
Minister T0JO, who Judges that such negotiations cannot
possibly be materialized before the desired time (about
the middlc or lafter part of August), and who believes the
sitvation has come To 2 point *wheTre no other means can be
found to carry through our demands b vsaesnNasS COME to the
conclusion that the time has arrived to open war against
the United States.™

KONOYE thought this stand erroncous, and said evel the
withdrawal of troops could be managed, Japan "keeping the
subStantee s 0.yielding in appearance.“

Since even after four conferences with T0JO, he could

not make him agree, KONOYE says he could not '"endure plunging

the nation into a titanlc war, the outcome of which canncd

be forecast,'" he asked the throne tO be relieved of his DOST

Flea is signed by KONOYE .,

Anaiyst: W. H. Wagner TOC s WO
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17 June 1946

MEMORASDUN FOR: Mr. Comyns Carr

Nr. Fihelly
R% ! Documents Nos. 1468 - 1887 - 3
A. Document No. 1468

A revised translation of this document hae beean put into
the file. This correseted version ahows that it was signed
under the date Cctodsr 16, 1941, The context of the writing
fully bears out the fact that it was written at that time.

Of the severel cocies IPS has in its possession, none i

the copy aetually presented to the Emperor. This would de — !‘,'.._; ¢
written upen finer paper - parchament, perhaps - and presumably ' A" ¥
kept by the Hmperor. 3 11;1/ 4

USHIBA, one of the Prince's secretaries, has stated that
the handwriting in which twvo of ocur copies are written, is not
familiar to him, although he can recognise the Prince's hand-
writing and that of his other three secretaries, ANYA, HOSOKAWA
and XOMURA, as well ms his own.

USHIEA did not see the copy actually handed to the Nuperor
and cannct say wvhether the IPS copies are identical to it,
although they are identical one to sach other. TANAXA, Ryukichi,
has told H., IT0, who revised our preliminary translation, that
our copies are at least substantially the same as the true
instrument, bdut it should bhe noticed that two other versions
of this note by KONOYE, found attached to two versions of
KONOYE's memoirs as appendices (see Doc. Nos. 570 and 8570-A)
vary considerably from this one, particularly in regard to the
1ine "ylelding to her in appearance®, etec.

A% the date of this memoranium there are no provisions for
comparing our coples with the Saperor's original, but an attempt
0 obtain permiesion to do =0 is being initiated.

3. Dogument Mo, 16587

The exact date of the writing of this document has not as
yot been determined. The last date mentioned is June 4, 1937,
but thers is reason to delieve that this forms a part of a
history of the KONOYE Cabinet begun by BABA after the war with
the United States had already started,

TTI1RA |
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Re: Documents Nos. 1468 - 1587 - &

BABA is to be interviewed as soon as possidble - 1t ie
hoped, this week. USEIBA states only that he bdelleves the
document to de BABA's work and that 1t vas not written by
sither himself, the Prince, ANIA, HOSOKANA or KOMURA.

he reference made by the snalysis sheet to the Big Three
and KAYA are slightly misleading. The original translation
should be inspested with closs attention %o page 6, second
paragraph, and the bottom of page 7. The Big Three of the
Aray are not named dut were presumably SUGITANA, KANIN and
TERAUCHI, not TOJO and UNEZU as stated in the analysis.

C. Dogument M0, 3

USHIBA has stated that he does not recognisze the handwriting
of this document but that the matter it contains appears to
consist of extracts from Prinece KONOIE's memoir on the Japanese-
Anerican negotiations.

This memoir seems to have deen first drawn up shortly before
December 7, 1941, but was revised at least twice after Shat before
‘he Prince committed suicide. The complete history of ihese
revisions has not yet deen clearly determined and mo comparison
of these aextracts with the originals has bdeen made to date., The
only originals in the hands of IP3 at present are Documents Hos.
570 and 14687, Dooument No. 570 is nov being processed for the
Russians and Dooument No. 1467 {s Deing translated for us in
full by Technical Intelligence. Another original is being
tracked down by Techmical Intelligence im 0-2. S5till another,
mﬁ 1s 1ike our Document No. 1467 is at the Asahl Newspaper

ice.

LEE M. XKENHA
Pfc, Inv. Div.

-1
|

- e e




-, e
o Mg TR PR SRS e s

AT YA (T

CERTIIFICATE

I hereby certify that I am oonv;rsant with both
the Japanese and English languages and that the above

is a true and exact copy of the original document

July ., 1946,
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Document No., 14684 Page 3

e e e e e G e s e

w.

D.C. No.
I.P

C
.95, No.

tement of Source and Authenticity

I, Marquis YASUMASA MATSUDAIRA, hereby certify that I am officially
commected with the Japanese Jiperiwed Housohold in the following capacity:
Pregident of the Peerago Brrecu, Immericol Houschold, and that as such

official I have custody of thu'documen’ norote attached consisting of _ two
poges, dated 16 Octobor, 1943, and detcribed as follows:_ Letter of rosig-
gation as Prime Ministor, by Irince FMSMMARO KONCYE to H, M, The Empcror,

I further certify that th2 attached waeord ard document is an official
document of the Japanese imperial Hovs io'@8, and that it is part of the
official archives and files of ‘the following named ministry or department

(specifying also the file number or citation, if any, or eny other official
designation of the regvlar locetion of the document in the archives or files):

of the Board of Chamberaleins, Imperial Houschold,
Signed at _Tokyo on this

2nd day of _July , 1946, /s/ Y. MATSUDAIRA
oignature of Official

Witness: Zg[ M. KURODA SEAL

President of the Peerage Burcau
OfTicial Capacity

Statement of Official Procurement

T, _EDWARD P, MONOGHAN s herevy certify thot I am associated with
the General Headquerters of the Supreme Commandor for the Allied Powers, and
that the ebove described document was obtained by me from the above signed
official of the Japanese Government in the conduct of my official business.

Signed at Tokyo on this
3rd_ day of _ July , 1946 [s/ CDW.RD P. MONOGHAN

NAME
Witness:_/s/ WILLIAM C, PROUT Invegtigator, I.P,S,

Official Capacity

i Lo a8 B V8 i D S R0 0 G s
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‘Document No, 14684 Page 4
CERIIEICATE
I hereby certif7 that I an cenversant with both
the Japanece and English lenzazes and that the above

is a true und exact couy of “he origilanl document

Lotier of Rosisnation £ion Premiership
submitted to H, M, the Fmperor of Japan,

by Prince Fumimaro KONOYE.,

/s/ __TOSHIO TOMISHIGE
/ 3/ VWARREN H, WAGNER

WITNESS:

/s5/ EDWARD P, MONOGHAN

Tokyo
July 3rd , 1946,
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DOC . NO. '[_‘-_‘: b -:f‘
|
. ANATYSIS O DOCUMGRITLRY WVIDANCH

DESCRIPTIQIN OF ATTACHZD pLOCITIENT,

Title end Nature: W %o ﬂbWM-
meww KonoYE , ¥ b - Z ’P,_qj,foz

Date: W/ Original (X) Copy ( ) Lanmge;aaf%m 1
. }
; 'ﬂ; it b% T Yas OX) A a

*h trangiateds i ()
Has it been rhetioantatad? e () Poli)

LOCATION OF ORICTIMAY (alsc WIHNiESS if appiizadble) as of

s Do o
SOURCE OF ORIGIMAL:  Pramee Kond¥ €2 HW,)@
| ~ PERSONS IIEPTJCAT}ED: --T"'o JO, I‘)“.E k ,‘m Em >

CRITES TO \THICH DOCIMTIT APFLYCARLE:
al

ST.MADY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page refcrences):
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION

Doc. No. 1468 27 April 1946
[

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT.

Title and Nature: Handwritten ~eguest to throne made
by Prince KONOYE, to be rclieved of post of Prime Minister

Date: ¥ A1 Original (x) Copy ( ) Language:Japanese
ek LN .

Has it been translated? Yes((x)) No ( )

Has it been photostated? Yes () No (x)

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable) as of:

Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Prince KONOYE's home.

" e e

PERSONS IMPLICATED: TOJO, Hidekl:; The Emperor

CRIMES TO WEICH DOCUMENT APPLICABLE: War of aggression.
SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):

Here KONOYE places blame for war with the U.S, directly
on TOJO. In this plea to the throne, he states that while
he advocated negotiating with the United States, "Army
Minister TOJO, who judges that such negotiations cannot
possibly be materialized before the desired time (about
the middle or la%er part of August), and who believes the
sitration has come to a point 'where no other means can be
found to carry through our demands,%.:...has come to the
conclusion that the time has arrived to open war against
the United States.”

KONOYE thought this stand erroneous, and sa2id even the
withdrawal of troops could be managed, Japan "keeping the
substance...s.s.ylelding in appearance."

Since even after four conferences with TOJO, he could
not make him agree, KONOYE says he could not "en&ure plungiag
the nation into a titanic war, the outcome of which cannce
be forecast," he asked the throne to be relieved of his post .

tlea i35 signed by KONOYE,

Anaiyst: W. H, Wagner roc, No. 1468
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Document No. 1468A Page 1

LETTER OF RESICNATICH AS PRIME MINISTER
BY PRINCE FUMIMARO KONOYE TO H. M. THE
EMPERCR

lllliii

By dis Maje Ay'e Humine Se rant, Fumimaro

When I, Your lMajesty's pumble se-:ant snexpectedly reccived an Imperial -
Command to organige z tabinev cor a Whird tine, it vas my firm conviction that,
in order that we cen m:nage vhe 4rzuent pulitica: situetion so as to enable
future national expaunsicn, W3 Tu . i~g o speedy seolution Ior the China In-
cident by adjusting relations wivh ©h9 vaited States on friendly terms., There-
fore, I have expressed my Wishes to the Cnited Staves Government soliciting an

opportunity for friend’y peTLCYS:
Recently, however, Army Mir.ister mOJO, who judged that such negotietions

could not possibly be nterialized befure the desired time (about the middle or
latter pert of October), and who belipved the situation hed come to a point
'When no other means can be I'ound to eerry through cur demands ..." found in
the 3rd article of “An Cuil ine of How to Mrzocute tho National Policies of Our
Fmpire," which meb Imperiel sanction following the conference in the presence
of His Majosty held on to3 6th of Sepiemder, this year, hes come to the con-

olusion that the time has arrived “o opea war againsy the United Statcs,

When I consider the matter carciully, however, I still belicve that
provided we have emple time, noi only is It oTTOROELS to thinlk that all nego=
tiations with the United Statos arc horoless but that even the most difficult
question involved, the question of wi+ld=aying our trocps, can be settled if
e take the attitude of vielding to her in appearance by lreeping for us the
substance and casting amay thao name. J+ is uvierly impossible for Your
Majesty's humble servant Fumimaro, who is feclirg much rospongibility ever
gince the outbreak of the China Tacident, to encure plunzing the nation again
into a titanic war the outcome of vliich wennot be sorecast vhen even the China
Tneident hes not yet been settled, -

For these reescus Iumimarod beliaves that now is the time for the Govern=
ment and the militery o cooporate in wnlvy sowards materializing our negotia=-
t+ions with the United Staies by exertirg our Vvery utmost, thus to bring about
soettloment with China, wiica is roy urgent necossity from the standpoint of
rocovering national gtrengtia as well as stabilizing popular moralc. And if
we have any desire for advencing our national fortunes now is thc very time
for us to stop back a bit to proparc for o formnrd leap, and to make tho
people struggle forvard more bravely for tho sovercign and the state enduring

hardship and privatior.

INT 297 4




Documert No, 1468A Page 2

I, Your esty's humble servent. have done my best to prevaill unon

Ministor TOJO by lavinz open lo him my inmost feclings, However, the

Minister persistertly claimed that though he perfectly understood the
it was impossible to consent to the

Army
toil and feelings of the Prime Hinister{
withdrawal of troops from the standpoin’ of maintaining their morale, and
moroover, that once the Imived Statos wmae ylolded to, she would apply still

more overbearing measurss and ugah over forget where to stop; and that even
if tho China Affair wes settlond, it "ms possible that a rupture might occur
again in two or three years; anc that as iiterncl weslmesses were existent
both in the United States aud Tenar we aleoid rot lone this opportunity for a

wer rith her,

I, Funimaro, conforred gith kim o Dour senwrave occacions but have
=t nahle wo carry on the groave

failed to make him agree with xc, acdl an =
responsibilities of assisting the Throne accordlng to my owr convictions, due

solely to my want of abilitics, for which I humbly beg Your Mcjesty's pardon,

| I, Your Majosty's huale sorvant, teseech Your Majesty tc roleasc me
from this important post.

Ostcber 16, 16th ycar of Showa (1941)
Prime Minister of Cabinet,
rrince Fumimaro KONOYE,
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A. Iocuasnt No. 1408

A vevised Sranslation of this dosument has been put iato
the file. This corrested version shows $ha% it was signed

ander the date Ostoder 16, 1941. The context of the writing

fully bears out the faot that i% was written at that time. ‘

0f the several copies IPS has in its possession, none ie
the copy astually presented %o the Baperor. This would be
written uwpen finer paper - parchment, perhaps - and presumably :
kept by the Nuperor.

)
USHIBA, one of the Prince's secretaries, has stated that .i
' - the handwrilting 1n which twe of our cepies are writtea, is mobd :

r-nmumuwnummmum- _

writing and that of his other three secretaries, Am‘ |

and KONURA, as well as his own. ) |
VSHIBA did not see the oopy actually handed to the Neperor

end gannot wmmru-m-,uomummn it,

although they are identical one %o each other. TANAKA, Fyukiohi,

has Sold K. 170,

lnt::ut. but it should be noticed Shat Swo other versions |
of $his mote Yy KONOYE, found attashed %o $wo versions of
EONOYE's memoiss as appendices (see Dos. Nes. 570 and 570-A) B |

vary considersdly from this ome, parS$icularly in regard %o the
1ine "yielding %o her ia appearanse’, etc.

for
A% the date of $his memorandum $here are no previsions
MummuouuthwtorMMum }
nmmﬂmuu-um_mm
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