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Infantry
ly serving in Tokohama, Ichikawa and

lice Affairs Section, lilitary Police
sequently Kyoto, In 1942 he returned

He was born in ohiga
te go inta business selling presents

¥ - Magistretti, H = Hayashd
M - What are the duties of the Military Police?

H = They consist of ing the Emperor and the members of the
of the Army and Navy contrel or arrest of
tion of the war, In addit

basis, Investigations were made for anti-war thoughts,

work. The most important work consisted of control of m
reports were late, se during

For instance, after the air raids the Military Police
or extent of the damage,

How was this public opinion survey conducted?

desire to kn

¢y the political world, the
latives or other contacts
bagis thereof, This publie

Wilitary Pelice but it reached ite height
was a military They wanted to lmow
tuation as quickly as possible, and the Milltary Folice are mach quicker
than the Home Ministry, because they act immediately en orders received, whereas the Home

Ministry 4s slow in making reports, What they cannet do today they put off until

tomorrow, Toje was both the War Minister and the
P 911360

M -« What were the reports like?

getting worse and worse, there was the

Prime Minister, so he used the Military
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Well, somebedy in the financial world might make a statement to sucheandesuch an effect.
The headquarters would gather together these various particulars #ufle a cempesite report
and make a report to the War Minister to the effect that the financial werld or the
political world held such opinions, I do not believe that much action was taken on the
basis of these reports, but they prebably had some effect on Cabinet discussions and

eventual policy. Public opinien reports from both the Home Ministry and the Military
Police went in te the government,

How accurate were these reports?

come reports were mistaken, but the average was fairly good, We did not check the reports
afterwards, but the natural developments and the facte of the situation woeuld confirm
or deny them, Reports were considered to be like news er an amplification of the news,

What would happen in the event of & person expressing anti-war sentiments?

If we were in receipt of such a report they would then have to getl more evidence, The
4P on the spot would watch the individual and obtain more evidence, For instance,

they would ge to an acquaintance who had heard the lecture by the individual and then they
would take the evidence to the prosecutor (civilian) and talk the case over with him,

If his consent was obtained then they would arrest the individual, but they must get the
prosecutor's consent, If the person was arrested he would be put in the MP stockade.

In the event that they could not obtain this consent » they would call the individual
in and tell him to stop these activities,

Did the MP always have to get the consent of the presecuter?

In actuality, seme MP may have put unimportant people in jail over night, but higher
quarters actually prohibited such treatment. I kmow that the P are spoken of very
badly, and believe that the following are the reasons for its By and large the local -
police could not handle the outstanding or prominent individuals because these individuals
controlled the money for the local police so they only handled the small people, .
However, the MP could come in from the side so prominent members of the political and
economic world were afraid of them, Prince Konoye was very much afraid of them, If the
WP have their orders in hand they can go out and get blg shets teo, But this fear is
not because the WP did extreme things, By and large the ordinary pelice have leng
experience in police matters,whereas the NP are ordinary soldiers who are given MP
duties, Some of them were just in from cembat and they would treat the people rougher
and hit them on eccasion, The higher authortties tried to stop this but they ceuld net
always do it, Another reason was that the police were open to bribery and frequently
would take bribes, The MP could not be bribed, Still another reason was the race or

fight between the Home Ministry and the Military Police over big cases. This race even
existed down to lower level cases,

What were the various changes in publie opinion in Japan ‘prier to and during the war?

Prior to the Manchurian Incident the Japanese population me so large and her economic
resources so small that she had to have some sort of an emigration policy., This theught
was widespread throughout Japan and as a result we had. the Manchurian Incident, People
thought that if they were to stay in Japan the country would only collapse, This feeling
wag even sironger among peeple residing in Manchuria, but the government and the '
financial world were very slow to take action and the so-called 5/15 Incident arese as a
result, This was a natural current or trend of events and would have happened no matter
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who the leaders of Japan had been, -
to Japanese~imerican relations, the people felt that Japan would again be on the verge
of selfedestruction, She would have to lose Manchuria and China, The Japanese govern-
ment wanted to make some sort of solution of the situation but public opinion was that |
the conditions were too severs, There was strong opposition and the Rightists were particular
ly outspoken against the dilatory policy of the government, This caused the change from
the Keonoye to Toje Cabinet, The people were very happy over this, Tojo would take a
strong hand in matters, hought, Tojo was very pepular amdng she people, although
they say just the opposlte now, The people gave hig a reception such as is rarely seen

among Japanese public figures, However, as war ¢
listen to the people, '

- people in hig
away from him, Public opinion now is reflected in the

newspapers, The people by and large are simple individuals, no depth of thought,

They bclieve things that are written in the newspapers » although some of them are lies,

I am surprised how they have changed in attitude,

M - Vhat about antiewar feelings?

H = There was some at the time of the Seigo Nakane Incident, Nakane opposed Tojo over the
speclal Wartime Speech Control Law, Antiewar feeling also came as a result of difficule
ties in daily livelihood, The people wanted more rice » otc, However, very few of them
were against the war, In spite of the fact that they had no homes, they nerely expressed
their discontent with conditions, The loyal people, such as the Ogaka financiers, and
some of the Mg people in the government, such as the Konoye faction, opposed it, but
this was not the general public opinioen, Military officers at the time of the end of the
war thought that the Emperer, in making his speech ever the radio, would ask them te
fellow him in a final fight, and were very surprised at the Imperial Rescript announcing
the end of the war, One group in Osaka thought that it was s false broadcast and wanted
to fight on, 4ll of them agked "Why didn't he ask us to fight?" Seme said this can net

be the real Emperer, the real descendent o 80 we can see that the
upper elements in the

Susuki stated that his
he did the opposite

» When he explained that the
- Iy popular and had a good deal of perscnal char
of the facts and thought that the Navy should give more of them

to the people, fearing the consequences, The Army and Navy had friction between their
public relatione offices,

¥ - What about the effect of the bomking on public opinion?

H = The government and the Army said that there would be no bembing, but the planes came ove)

anyway se the people's faith in both of these dropped a great deal, People askeds
"Why can't the Army do more for ust"
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What was the effect of the propaganda peosterst

There was no great effect of them on public opinion, People's reaction was: "Well ’
this is what they writel" Sometimes rumers spread on the basis of them, but the people
did not believe them. Now they are beginning to say: "Well, they were true®", The

MP and the Home Ministry wanted the leaflete to be brought in,

Tell me more about the Seigo Nakane Incident,

Mr, Nakano was taken in by the MP at Tojo's order in April 1942. It nerely said in
the papers that Nakano had epposed the special Wartime Speech Control lLaw and se had
been arrested and had committed suicide at his home, There were quite a few people
who opposed Tojo, but they didn't say anything about it,

Were there any other incidents of this nature?

There was one concerning Foreign Minister Yoshida, which happened this year, The charge
wag that he was working with a member of a peace movement in conjunction with Prince
Konoye and was arrested and bound over teo a special military court under the jurisdioc-
tion of the Eastern .rmy. This was very unusual precedure and the legal basis occurs |
in the military court law, 6th clause, where it says that those committing crimes against
military persennel, even though they themselves are not military persomnel, can be tried
in a military court, This law was not used very much « just when erdinary courts would
be too slow, When the war condition got critical, a military court would be much faster,
There was also the incident of a representative Yoshida in Kyushu, who was tried by
military court under the jurisdiction of the Restern Army. In the case of Foreign
Minister Yoshida, the case was never presented to court as the prosecuters said that
there was no case, I heard that Keneoye asked the Army Minister to set Yeshida free,
Lower level military persennel were surprised that the case did net ge te court,

Were any special controls established as a result of the bombing?

We had ne particularly big preblems arising frem the bombing, although peeple were saying
a let of things in an under-handed manner, such as, why don't our planes go outy and

they were also uneasy about the Navy and why it did not go out, There were more attacks
on the government because of its inability te help people,

What abeut the effect of /merican short-wave broadcasts? =

There was no problem about the American broadcasts as the Communications Ministry and
the Hoeme Ministry confiscated sets., The upper level peliticians prebdbly heard the
broadcasts and seome of them were spread by rumers, although in very changed form,
Whenever we heard a very strange rumer we thought it prebably had its basis in some
American breoadeasts, There were prebably many listeners among the higher class peeple

80 the upper level people were for peace wrile the lower classes were for war,
What things de you think will come about in the near fyture in Japan?
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I believe that 4t should continue as the Emperer is the center
What was Japan's greatest strength during the war?

That the people weould give up their lives fof the Emperor,
What was Japan's greatest weakness during the war?

It was a highly materialistic
The Diet held meetings

We must have foed or revelts will oceur, - , id.
Ja anese fought each other, The Japanese should ebey Americen pelicy and build a

I have no pelitical desires, but it seems to me the people are confusin;
smocracy. dJapan may turn toward communism, |

¥hat abeut rumors?

There are quite a 11!1:'”'~ number of cases invelving rumer centrel,

Can you give me some exanples?

There were rumoers to the effect that NMidway
"What is the Japanese Navy doing®, ete,

was a great défeat, er to the effect that

Did the MP contrel newspapers?

¥r, XIBEXERX was asked to bring in more samples of rumors at the next meeting,




