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IN PSALLMORUM MELODIAS
PRAEFATIO

Non absque intimi gaudii sensu Matri Ecclesiae atque omnibus qui musicen Sina-
rum diligunt, STUDIUM BIBLICUM O.F.M. primum volumen melodiarum offert,
quas pro concinendis psalmis Magister insignis Chiang Wen Yeh composuit. Horum
auctor concentuum, civis sinensis ex insula Formosa ortus, haud paucis artis musices
peritis bene notus est. Ipse a prima iuventute portendit quantum modos concentusque
affectaret, unde factum est ut omnes eluctatus difficultates, in “Conservatorio’’ Tokicnsi
huic arti per sex annos operam daret eo successu ut plures spem foverent fore ut ab illo
quandoque gloria musices Sinarum instauraretur. Et re vera coepit non multo post
magister noster, quippe qui in modis inveniendis ex suo valde fertilis sit, suavibus
cantilenis plura antiqua eaque nobilia carmina sinica donare: quod hucusque pro

quingentis et amplius praestitit.

Melos vetustum pro sacrificio “Coeli’ usitatum ad rationem recentioris symphoniae

pro cultu in Confucii templo observando adaptavit.

Postremus hic labor musicum nostrum magis magisque introdux’t in regiones illas
inexploratas antiquae musices religiosae Sinarum, de qua re volumen laboriosum et
omi ex parte perpolitum edidit.

Anno 1836 in Olympiadarum cettamine Berolinensi secundum praemium inter

omnes artifices musicales noster accepit.

Cum Chiang Wen Yeh existimer musicen esse aliquod benum quod ad omnes
pettineat co quod ab omnibus hominibus gustari et aestimari possit, quin ideo peculia-
rem indolem qua apud singulos populos polleat, amittat, mirandum non est qued ipse
ubi, Divina Providentia agente, Ecclesiam Catholicam cognoverit, an’madvertens in ea
huiusmodi universalitatem, vero animi fervore, nondum enim guadragesimum annum
attigit, peritiam suam, prout ipse huius praefatiunculae scriptori saepius dixit, obtulerit
ad glorificandum DEUM COELT et patriam suamt.

Difficile sane dictu est quanto ardore leciione psalterii sinici 2 nostro Studio editi,

capt i ' idem ferme fuit legere et sibi proponere totum hune librum melodiis
d n religiosum exprimerent et, salva indole peculiari musices sinensis,
<o 195 anis accederent. Ut vero clarius penitiusque rationem significationem.
q gﬁkl%_ qu,{e iae Catholicae penetrare valeret, athinc plures menses singulis domi-
nitig g m solemniis in Sacello Domus Franciscanae adsistere conzuevit.

ntcrea ©s sacras melodias invenit, quarum maiorem partem nunc edimus juxta
ordinem quemdan quemdam, de quo aliqua lectoribus proferre opportunum ducimus.
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Uti videre fas est praeter psalmos vesperarum dominicae, B.M. Virginis et
completorii, alii inveniuntur qui adhibentur pro officio defunctorum, pro tempore Pas.
sionis, Paschatis, Pentecostes, Solemnitatis Corporis Christi, et pto sacramenti Matrimonii
celebratione. Insuper adduntur; ‘Ave Maria’, ‘Salve Regina’ et Regina Coeli’.

Magister in animo habet omnes psallmos modis musicis donare, quod opus
probabilius anno sequenti ad optaium finem se posse perducere sperat.

In votis nobis erat opus integrum edere, sed cum ex una parte plures iam iflius
primitias postulaverint, et altera ex parte morem gerere debeamus animarum curatori-
bus, putavimus velut specimen, hoc primum volumen quantocius edendum et tonos
simpliciores ab ipsomet auctere inventos addendos, quibus omnes psalmi ad instar
melodiae gregorianae concini possent.

Superfloum dicere existimamus hos concentus ab omnibus qui illos audierint magnis
laudibus celebratos fuisse. Hac super re satis est iudicium adducere gquod clarus Tulius

Van Nufifel Director Instituti Interdioecesani ad Musicam religiosam provehendam
(Mechliniae), protulit.

“Psalmus ‘Laudate’ est compositio vere solemnis, in qua notatu digni sunt effectus
echo seu breves precedentis melodiae resonantiae: in memoriam mihi revocat musicam
Haendel, quem magister sinicus tamen superat propter indolem liturgicam magis in-
genuam. ‘Kyrie’ quoque est compositio omnino originalis et in mentem revocat antiquas
mclodias russicas. Ex omni parte mihi fatendum est, hanc esse dignam musicam reli-
giosam popularem et has duas compositiones incomparabiliter superare plura modema
cantica religiosa quae apud nos florere dolemus.”

Cum hisce notitiis putemus jam nostro satisfecisse officio, finem facimus lectores
benevolos et musices cultores rogantes ut desideria et proposita sua pandant eum in
finem ut ex parte nostra pro gloria Dei et bono Sanctae Matris Ecclesiae in hac quo-
que provincia laborare possimus.

Pechini, in Pervigilio Assumptionis B.M:V. 1947,
STUDIUM BIBLICUM O.F.M.
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INTRODUCTION

It is with a deep fecling of gratification that the Studium-Biblicum O.F. M. offers
to oui Mother the Church and to all those who have a liking for Chinese music the
first volume of religious musical scores written by the distinguished composer Chiang
Wen-vdi.

Few beside musical experts know the author, who is a Chinese and a native of
the idand of Formosa. Since his catliest youth he showed such a disposition for
harmony and rhythm that, sfter overcoming all difficulties, he spent six years in the
Tokyo Musical Lonccrmtor) where his proficieircy was so marked as to foster a wide-
spread hope that, in time, he would bring grear honour to Chinese music. In fact,
gifted as he is with a truly prodigious fertility of invention, he began soon alter to
put to music many of the best among the ancient Chinese poems, such as the Book
of Gdes. Han rhythms, T'ang poems and Sung verses ......... , this opus comprising
row over five hundred compositions Especially with regard to the Confucian Temple
music, the author studied the ccremonies and the significance of the sacrifice to Heaven
in the Chou dynasty, and then he investigated the orchestration of the ceremonial
music in the T'ang dynasty; with this basdic understanding, he finally procecded
to arrange the music of the festivals of the Confucian Temple as practised under the
Ming and Ch'ing dynastics. Thus, at last, he was able 1o rcconstruct this charac-
teristically  Chinese music, from the furthest herizons, into a style suited to medern
symphonic orchestras.  For this homage to the Sage, the author has utilized exclusively
such instrumeiits as are in common use in any musical center. Thus he has been
able to give to the world a new compogition @nd a hitherto unknown orchestration.

This work breught the author to delve cver more deeply into the unexplored realms
of ancient Chinese religious music, on which tubject he published a painsteking and fur-
bished study.

In 1936, at the international musical competition held in Berlin on the occasion of
the X1. OLYMPIADE, the author won a Prize for Composition against an array of
the best musical talen: {rom all countries, with his first symphonic orchestra  piece
“Formesan Dance™.

Chiang Wen-yeh believes that Music is a good of universal significance beeause
everybady can value and enjoy it, in spite of the peculiaritics of expression that it affects
amonyg the diffcrent peoples. It is not surprising therefore that when, by a dispensation
of the Divine Providence, this man, who is in the prime of life for he is not yet forty,
became acquainted with the Catholic Church and sensed her universality, he should have
been fired with unalioyed fervour and have dirccted all his skill to “further the glory of
the GUL? of Heaven and the honour of his Fatherland” as he has often said to the
pressnt writer.
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The study of the Psaltery, in the Chinese translation published by our Studium,
has arcused in this artist an ardour which is hardly imaginable. Indecd, no soorer had
he read the book than he made the decision to compose for cach Psalm a musical score
which would express its rcligious meaning in a form approaching the Gregorian Chant
and yet would conform with the modes of expression of Chinese music. As a matter
of fact, in order to gain a clearer and deeper insight of the nature and meaning of the
Catholic Church’s music, he has now, for the past year, assisted every Sunday at the High
Mass in the Chapel of the Franciscan House,

During this period he has written a number of melodies, most of which we row
publish, following an arrangement that we believe convenient for the readers.

It will be seen that, beside the Péalins for Sunday vespers, for the Office of the
Blessed Virgin, and the Complin, there are others for the Offices of the Dead, for the
time of the P’assion, for Easter, for Whitsunday, for the Feast of Corpus Christi and for
the Nuptial Blessing. Finally, there arc also an “Ave Maria”, & “Salve Regina” and a
“Regina Coeli™.

As we have alrcady said, the author intends to jut te music all the Psalms, a task
that he hopes to be able to complete next year. Originally it was our inteation to
issuc the work as a whole but, both because we were asked from many sides for these
first fruits, and because we must comply with the wishes of these who have the care of
souls we decided to publish at once. And asa sample, this first volume which includes
3 cosier recitative tunes of the author’s mutic so that any of the psalms may be sung in
the same manner as practised for the Gregorian Chant

We deem it unnecessary to add that these melodics have been much praised by
all those who have heard them. In this conncction it will be sufficient to quote the
authoritative opinion of the emincnt Mgr. Tulius Van Nuflel, Dircctor of the Inter-
diocesan Institute for Religious Music of Malines:

“The psalm "Laudate’ is without question an impressiive composition which is
particulurly remarkable for its echo effects, that is to say, for the fliing repetition of
certain musical sentences. It calls to mind the music of Hacndel to whom, however,
the Chinecse composer is supcrior bucause of aloftier liturgical tempcrament. The *Kyrie’
is also an entirely original composition and recalls some ancient Russian melodies. From
every point of view it must be zdmitted that here we have a genuine popular religious
music and that the two abovem.cniioned compositions surpass by far many of the modern
religious songs which, to cur regret, are now the range in our countrics.”

Trusting that with this information we have fulifilled our introductory task, we
conclude with the request that musicians and readers alike moke known to us their wishes
and intentions in order that, also in this field, we may labour more effectively for the glory

of God and the weal of our Holy Mother the Church.
Peiping-September 1947
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Stupiuy Bisttcum G.F.M.
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PSALMUS 110, Versus 1.

Non treppo andante, poco animato.
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TSALMUS 117,

Largo moito maestoso,

Laudate Dominum.
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Andante con tenerszza.
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Visi Doninus,

Moderato poco grandioso.
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Andants recitstivo.
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PSALMUB 131, Domine, non est ezaltatum,

Andante con amore.
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PSALMUS 134. Eece nunc benedicite Dominum.
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Lento graveniente.
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PSALMUS 120.

Andantino, con afleito.

Ad Dominum cum trilularer.
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Laudate Dominnn in Sanelrs Eis.

PSALMUS 150.

Largo molte maestoso.
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