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Sworr. =sn oath as an attached sheet

rrocedure followsd in my country

Ovtline of I'v Persor2l History.

1T the erd of Octorer  §

y 1543, T »rrived 2t Singapore

the rost of Vice-=Chief of Staff of the

Tl
—

of the Southerr Area Army (I took

corcerning orerations.)

L

heacquarters of the 7th Area

nad ot S-jr‘,rvqpore anad the _“f[""l"?}', JAava

.~

were rut under its command. Gereral DOFTIHARA
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ffrom Tokyo as Commarder of the Arnmy.
Lt the s=me time T was attached to the 7th Ares
[ yny Foeadovarters, (Dve to a fractrre sustaired on the
n restlt of 2n air-accidert, I head been vnder
=2nt in hosnital since February and not
irtias).
of Jvrne, 1944, T was appointed Chief of
Lrea Army and vas on duty from 1 July.
time my wound hed not vet recoverd 2and I v=s not
avite equ~l to eny "or% which required bodily action.
A, Tr Arril, 1945, Gereral DOHIFARA wes transferred

to = post in Tokyo. eneral ITAGAKI vas appointed Commander

of the Army ard srrived at Singapore from Korea,

My duty remained the same up to the termination of the

Tnquiries.

you have charces to irspect the condition of war-
rrisorer trest—ant ~nd bitlet =2ccommodations at the camp?
About November, 1643 (I ¢o rot recall the ex=ct date),

T had ~r onrortuvnity to irsrect the treatment of the

£y

war-nrisoners and pert of the camp accommodations &t

Cr:r=yi in Sine=rore. T2 billets I irspected vere

vooden barr-cks, brt vere clesn ard the compound looked

™
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comfortable, with flowers and vegetables growing in the
svrrovnding ~rea. According to the officials there,
the prisorers were on the whole cortent with the trest-
ment, though some vere somewhat discontented with the
food, vhich chiefly corsisted of rice. I wes informed

that there ves no serious question in the way of treat-

Since T svetained an injury in Febrvary, 1944, T

nad no chance to insrect dve to my difficrlty in walking.

2o
Q. “'hen did youv make 2 trip to Burma, Siam,Malay?
“"hat was your mission when you made this trip?
In December, 1943, T merde 2 trip to Burma and Siam.
My mission then wes to establish liaison ir regard to
11litary overations with the army headquerters in
Ranroon, Maymyo and Bangkok.

Auovt October, 1944, (I do not remember the exact
date), I made a trip to Taiving in Malay Peninsvla and
Penang Island. "My mission was to stvdy the operation-
nl2ans of the 29th A-ny.

Abovt Arril, 1245 (ly memory of the date is not
certain), I ma2de 2 trip to the Taiping and Kvs laLumpur
districts on the T21ay Penirsvla., Tie mission was to

25tr0llsh liaison with the 29th Army Headquarters in
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connection with operation-plans and also to inspect

the troops =rd the topography of the spot.

W
What are the names of the Commandefs of thesé areas
when you travelled to Burma, Siam and Malay?
.Burma: Arza Army Commander Lieut.-Gen. KAWABE (After-
wards full general). i
Siaﬁ: Commancer of the 38th Army Lieut.-Gen. NAKAMURA.
Maiaya: Commander of the 29th Aray Lieut.;Gen. ISHIGURO.
Did Gen., ITAGAKI ever inspect these areas? What was
his mission?
bnrha and S8iam were not vnder the jurisdiction of Gen.
ITAGAKI, and therefore he never inspected fheée areas.
I remember he inspected the Malay aréd twice,
out I carnot recall the date, I think that the first
‘nisrection was made in about May, 1945, The purpose
0f these inspection trips was to ihsbect the condition
Ef the discipline, training and preparations for .

operations among the Japanese troops.




Def, Doc. # 1830

About May, 1945, I recall,he insrected the war-

‘Priconers' camp and the internment-camp for civilians

in Sirgapore in abovt May, 1945,

~

rs the tre~tment of war-rrisoners imrroved after Gen.
ITAGAKI's arrivel at his rost as compared with the
it?
really 2 man of justice snd a friend
numanity. Therefore, he endeavored to
st treatment possible tp the w:
and there ‘“S‘ﬂfrkeﬂ improvement, as explzined in the
rollowirg.
ITAGAKTI's arrival there =t
rost, the Japarese stesmer A"A-MARU, vith full
cargo of relief goods for allied ver-prisoners ceme
salgon, Singarore and Batavia from Japan. A large
number of J-==rese civilians vnable to retvrr home
dve. to a tie=vp tﬁer of sea=trarsportation between
J-rer. 2nd the Southern Areas vere still there., With
dve permissior, they ssiled for Japan aboard the
Tr srite of the gusarartee made by the Allied
AVA=MART world be rmerfectly safe, the
attacked ~nd sunk by an enemy submarine in

the neighboring waters of Formosa. And wvhen the
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sad report reached there the2t nore df the members of

the crew or of the passengers was saved (I remember
they numbered two thousand ard several hundfed), the
public orinion of the Jaranese there vas so muéh
2Xcited th2t many of them opined that vnder the cir-
cumstances distribvtion of the s2id relief poods
brought over by the ATA-MARU to the war-prisoners be
susrended. Ger. ITAGAKT, however, attempted to allay
the 2aroused public orinion, admorishing that "“The
spirit of Jaranese 'Bushido' canrot nermit such 2 thing.
From the standpoint of justice ard‘hum“nity, ve should
distribute the relief'?oods to them with ﬁleasure
even vnder these.circumstances. You peorle must
calmly display real sririt of Japanese 'Bushido'.“
Thws‘he ordered the distribrtions of the relief-goods
withort delay. I believe that the war-rrisoners et
that time must svrely sdmit thét this was realized.
2). Since before the arrival of Gen. ITAGAKI, our land
and sea transvortation capacity in the swvrrouvnding
areas of the Malay Perinshula had beén considerably
reduced by the eremy's 2ir and vnderwater =ttacks,
ard as » resvlt towerds Jzruary, 1945 the supply of
rice from'fﬁe Sir= crea had decreased to less then

one-third of the total aniount needed ~rd ever sirce
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the supply was steadily on the decrease.

Meanwhile, there was no other alternative but
to decrease rations, because, on the one hand, our
military strength in the Malay and Singapore areas
nad been gradually increased due to a change in
operation-plans, making the supply of provisions all

the more difficult and, on the other hand, provisions

nhad to be reserved in order to meske preparations for

new operations. Namely, in the J~r~regse forces,
apile food per head a day
e 700 grams was cut to €00 grams in
1645, and further to 500 grams in March of
came year. The rice-ration for the war-prisoner
and internees was 200 grams less than that for the
Japanese soldiers, but the want of rice was sunple-
mented by pctatoes rations which were obtained by
self-production on the snmot, and thus, with the
supplementary and additionsl supplies of notatoes,
they were allowed to get the total quantity of 700
rice and pnotatoes.

Ferthermore, as to meat ard vegetahles, besides
thelr regular ratiors, the additional sunpl& of these
foods which were obtained by self-svpporting on the
spot was granted to all of them. And in this way
efforts were made to prevent the decline of their

- 7 -
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physical strength,

Gen. ITAGAKI gave special orders to his men
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to provide the war-prisoners, who engaged in the

e

anti-~airraid corstruction work since April, 194°%,
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with the same staple~food ratiors as given to the

nese soldiers, ard furthermore added not only
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100 grams of corn or 250 grams of Tapioca as substi-
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tutes for rice, but also such luxuries, though in
small quantities, as coffee, sugar, milk, jam, ocatmeal,
etc. Under such circumstances, the war-prisoners
were delighted to engeage in this work. I heard that,
when Ger.. ITAGAKI visited the internment-camp inr May,
1945, he specially inspected the rations provisions
of the iInternees and desired the men in charge to
increase them a2s much as possibhle.

3)s In regard to labor, it was also unavoidable to
make the war-prisoners work,when as mentioned before,
the Japanece soldiers were all ergaged in labor and
even the Japanese civilians were rendering labor-
service, But the labor, since Gen. ITAGAXI's arrival,
was chiefly limited to the afore-mentioned anti-airreid
constructions work, and, those who engaged in labor
and their supervising officers as well were only

choser m2n who were specially healthy. Most of them




lived and worked together with the Japanese soldiers.
And in regard to the supply of food and cther ratiors,
they were given the same treatment as the Japanese
soldiers. Such being the cace, the trecatment was
much improved, as compared with the previous period.
4), In respect to sanitation also, zny medical sﬁpp]ies
or medicline, which thz Japanese Army possescsed, except
the special articles which were not in the posssession
of the Japanese, was giver them immediately in compliance
with thelir requests. No discriminationr was made
hecause th2y were war-prisoners. Especlally, the
war-prisoners wno engaged in the sbove~mentioned work

were allowed to undergo medical treatment by Japanese
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medical officers like the Japznese soldiers. So there
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was no case of airing their griesvances at that time.
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From the above, 1t may be seen that it was
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unavoidable from the standpoint of the general condi-
tions at that time,that in the treatment of war-priso-

ners, especielly rations had to be gradvally decreased.
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rations ware uniformly redvced 2mong the Japanese
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Put sneclal consideration was given
to those who were engaged 1in labor 1in providing Lthem

with increased rations, which were the same as given
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to the Japanese soldiers, and also in adding these

rations other luxuries, 1T 18 & f1act




All this, T believe, serves to show Gen.

leadership based on his respect of humanity.

How were the natives treated by the Japanese forces

at that time?

Gen., DOHIHARA Commander of the 7th-Ares aArmy, and his

successor, Gen. ITAGAKTI are both men of experience in
the field of civil administratior in the Mernchuria and
China Arcas. They always instructed snd guided theirp

men to educate the natives with benevole ce and treat

them with love. >en, TAGAKTI ecstablished his adminictra-

tive policy, paying cpecial attentior to the improve-

ment of public welfare. The cardinal points of his
policy may be ouvtlined as follows
1l). Food Policy.

During the period from April, 1945, to the end of
the war, supplying food to other areas became totally
impossible among the Malay, I'rench Indo-China, Siam,
Sumatra and Java areas, and import of food from the
nome country was also entirely suspended. And com-
munication between Malay, Java and Sumatrs oecame

2xtremely dangerous, ang consequently each area was

obliged to find 2 means of self-support with regard

- |10 =
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food. But on Singapore Island and the southern part -

of Sumatra, it was difficult to produce or obtain

food for the native population. Consequently, attempts

were made, in the face of great danger on the sea, to

ilmport rice from Java and Siam, and during the period

between April and August rice was shipped from these

areas 1n the following way:

From Java to Singapore ... About 20,000 metric tons.

From Java to South Sumatra ... About 5,000 metric tons.
. About 23,000 metric tons.
On account of this,

for the army forces

Policy of Dicspersion for Singapore populace,

Since it was expected that with the develonment
of the war situation ravages of war would cover Singapore,
they felt the necessity of dispersing the inhabitants
chiefly to the lMalay Area, in order to prevent or
minimize the ravages of war and the dispersion was
already under way. After Gen. JTAGAKI's arrival at
his post, this policy was greatly accelerated and

was put into practice without celay. As mentioned before,

the food situvation at that time was already very

serious, but they distributed to the @vacueesiprovisions

o 3% &
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for 3 months, and besides this pave them cubsidies
and thus endeavored to prevent or mitigate the
disastor that might be inflicted on the people and to

improve their welfare.

3). Relief Policy for the Bombed Area in Singapore.

The Japanese armed forces quickly despatched a
relief party to damaged districts whenever Singapore
or its vicinity was hombed and thé residential dist-
ricts were damaged. The rellef party was in charge
of fire-fighting, rescue work, nedical treatmert,
restoring order, etc., at the spot where damage was done.
The military administrative authorities did their
best to relizve the citizens the distributing
special relief-food TO the snffere
residents also volunteered tO
in this relisf work. Such bel
habitants there were very erateful for what th
did over there, ever so much their kindness.

4)., Treatment of the Native Laborers,

In respect to the treatment of native labhorer:,
the Area Army paid much sttention to it since during:-
nen. DOHIFARA's tenure of office as commander, Gen.
ITAGAKT, after his srrival at his post, also gave

necessary instructions from time to time to the Troops

- |7 =
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under his command concerning their treatment. When

an important construction work was to begin, he would
never fail to ask that stipulatiors be drawn u» in
its plan in regard to the treatment of native workers.
lloreover, he often dispatched officials to inspect

and lead the construction work on the spot and helped
to set up the medical relief-party, contributing much

c0 the imorovement of medical care, sanitation, or

provisions. Furthernore, he tried to ericourage and

accelerate the improrement of the treatment, talring

measures tTo reward :lle army vnits or zssociations
which showed good rz2cords in the treatment of laborers,
Above all, in such cases of construction of alumina
in Bintang Islard and the 0il-plants in Palem-
Improvement of saritation, provisions or other
welfare for the lahorers concerned wac under direct

control of the Headquarters of the Area Army and
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remarkable progress was achieved in its improvement,

7.

o M% |

oome Chinese or Cliinese soldiers (some ir uniform, others

in plain clothes) are said to have committed piracy or

robbery, publicly imputing it to the Japanese. Do you
know anything about this?

A. T heard that there were some Chinese who committed piracy
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in the South Sea area. FPutl T don't know of any concrete

fact which can be taken as all actual example.

O
Oe
know Cen. MATSUI, Iwane? Did vou ever hear

that he was unable to direct the future operations due

B D1 you

+o his illnecs at Nanking?
al

T met Gen. MATSUIL once Or twice, but I am hardly

K.
T remember, when Gen. MATSUI was

-
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acquaintance of nis.

in Nanking, T was a Colorel ard was staying in Tokyo.

T heard that the General was not well, suffering from

consumption.

On this 6th day 1947,

at Singapore.

/3/ AYABE, Kitsuju (seal)
(Li:11t. -GQIJ- )

Sworn Lo and subscribed to oelore LG undaersizunea
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Capt., Liil,, Investi uting Officer.




