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UNITED STATES OF LMERICA &t al

ARAKI, Sadao ot al

SWORN DEPOSITION(Iwnnslauion)

3 ' phs Deponent;: KAWAGOE, Moriji
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Having first duly sworn an oath as on attachdd sheet

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

-

¥ I hereby depose as follows. 4
R 1, I am an exflioutonunt-éonoral and acting chief of the |
j: Liaison Office for the Domcbilization in the Central district. |

2e a BPe XEOR TS Ul R 7. 8adao I was a staff officor to
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o - the 6th Division from August I, 1929, to August I, 1931,

and attached to the Perscnnel Affairs Buroau of tha Waor

Ministry from August I, 1932, to Maroh I, 1934, undor Gen.

ARILKI-

Je It was the thorough education of tho Army into the B

1
e
conscinusnoss of their being the Imperial Japanose Army. 3

Hoe put this pnlicy to practice for twe years while he was
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from the Prussian formalism. He emphasized the necessity

of the Japanese army to cast of f the foreign influence and

stend by its own Imperial honom and Preqitize'. Ho explained

the consciousness of being soldier of the Imperial army as

follows:

fge Japanese army was uncer the Airect command of the Emperor

and its duty was to

gldriﬁy the Emporor's virtue, The

Emperor's virtue is the charity Bounded on the gracious

traditions of all the preceding Emperors back to the originater
of the dynasty.

prestige of the army would be demolished,
4. He explained the relation botween the natonal situastion

and the Imperial Army conscicusness as follows. While he

was civisiey commander, such fereign quesfions as the

Manchurian and the Russian questinnsg fccurred, He ex-

ign countries so

that Japan should not interfere with thess Quostions, He

alsc maintained that hhe army should nnt participate in
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Until that time the Impoerial Japanese army shculd not act

rashly to the cishonour of ther Empericr's virtue.. If
our soldiers burm in the Imperial Japanese army consciousness
| and the entire naticn cultivate their virtues, tho world will

| naturally pay respect tc Japan and our naticnal dofenBe will

bo securod withcut the use of the sword.

Se For the first six months or so, they had difficulty

in understanding the meaning of the Imperiul army Consciousness,
Even an officer, inquired, weculd say, for example, "KOGUN

| ISHIFI the Imperial army consciousness is to march (KOGUN)

F' to ISFIKI (i, 8« the name of n place in KAGOSHIMA Prefecture )"
or It is to be crrdially recieved by the inhabltants of the
place after marching (KOGUN) and being gquartered at night."

; The Division Commander wes so far in advance of the officers
in thrught, that the cfficers c¢~uld net understand him and

consequently cruld n-t educate the scldiers in his ideal.

e He talked on thoe Imperial army cocnseiousness whonover

he inspected his army and repeatedly gnve instructicns ot tho

gathorings of unit commanderse The deocpost impression I got

tf ¢ him was ho exprunded cn his idoal fonr as long as 8

E: heours tr all the army officers in KyMAMOTO, his expnsition

% ranging, from the s pirit cof the foundation cf the Japanese'army
l; to the nature cf mrdern warfare. Hq-warned them agninst the
il- cemplicated nature »f fukure wars and concluded that in order
i;. | that his Divisén might enhance the honor. of the Imperial
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army, they must all thoroughly awaken to the Imperial . army
senscicusnesss BY his effrorts they came toO understand him.

Te The following few advocatcd in

points are among what he

his ideal understood by soldierse

order to have

2. Naetery: bI death. No war without cause should

ve wagede

hnut the enemy's resentment, and

b. Victf‘ry Wit

occupation also without the natives' pesentment.

for tho. causd of humenity. Under

Thus war shculd be waged

any dgifficulty or plight gnhuman ancts should nct be done, feor

Emperor's virtues. Culture in +iime

they will be against the

hasized feor eldiarsqin bufr&cks.

of peace were emp!

B Concrete measures Wore taken regarding this pointe.

e spiri%ual unity of a corps

emphasized the importance of th

r 2s its centree.

with the commande
n victery withoutb the enemy's

O He lay & great stress upc

rosentmente Considering. the essential qua lity of the

1 Japunesa armys 8 victory cennot be a victory if it

y incurring the enemy's resontmente The

has been wWon b
y lose Q battle if it was for the

Imperial Japanese army ma

sakd of vindiocating jtg virtue and ebtainning the enemy 's

At the time of his first inspection of the

Kagobhima re

respecte
headquapters of the gimantal district, he

4 this point purposaly to the so-calléd

emphasize
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He said Killing and wounding of the enemy is inevitable

as a battle is 2 mattor of life or death, but we must

rememder that a war is not a private quarrdl but a public

affair in which the enemy alsc fight for their cruntry,

Therefrro the Imporial Japeanose army should be courtecus and
kind ~hoarted toward them so that the Japaneso raocial kindliness,
which is no other than =a manifestation'of His Majosty's

charity, be vindicated and should observe the international

4 _
law 'so adimorably as to contribute oven toward its furthor

devolopment se that the honer of the Imjerddl Javaneso army

~be exalted. We nesed the generosity of UESUGI, Kenshin (TN

8 16th centnry Japanese warlerd) who supplied his enemy with

saly on seeing them suffering from its Bhortage,

10, He said about the -observation of International Laws

as follows,

He definitely condemned the use of podson-gases, and

. /
bacteria and wae especially against any warfare that harm
SR A L T R S M RN T SR e

innccont nen-cembatants.s With regard to the treatment of

prisoners of war, he gnid that the Imverial Japanese army shruld

be a m~del to the world and remindéd ug of nur army's kind

troatments of prisoners of war in the Chino~Japansse, and the

Russc=-Japanese, war as well as in World War I, There
was at that tTime a public opinion adveocating the enlargement

“f the ocaliibre of Japanese rifles from €.5 meme 7¢5 mem. in
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crder to augument its wounding power but Genoral ARLKI
.dlways stood against such an opinion, with the view that the
uso of rifles wns to wound theo enemy and make them leave the

battle line and not tec kill them s0 thnt there was no need

to onlarge the caliber. He had enough confidence with that
kind of rifle.

11, He meant by “oocupation to be welcomed by the natives"

as followss In the battlofiold, non-combatants of the enemy
cruntry cor of any third power should net be molested,

Looting, violating, killing and wounding cof them were
strictly prohibitoed,

1t was toward the abeove end after all that he strongly
insisted on the claanliness of the barracks in the daily
military discipline. At gny time of manoeuvers, he
insisted that the inhabitants should not be annoyed, It is
8 Prussian mann~r, he said to sottle up the wasted fislds
with indemnity. Japancse §oldiars must treat the inhabitants .
with kindness and sincore.respoct. The fact that in our
Division, the 23rd infantry regiment never dammged during
manceuvers was a result, of the discipline that ARAKI Sadao

58ve 1t when he was its commander.,

12, What is meant by the nurification of the barracks?
“wh -
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.articles should never be lost in the barsmcks, - He

uniform, a soldior should novor a moment lose his military
honor. Evon when free of supervision, he should maintain his

dignity. LAs a result of such discipline lost articles wero

always rostored to their ownefs and theft wes practically

oxterminated,

13. After he was appointed Wap Minister, he mado Bon.
YAMLOKA, Juko Directyr of the Military 4ffairs Bureau.
This YAM/OFA was well known fer his tubbornness,

In my anxiety, when I camo to Tokyo from KUMAMOTO, I asgked
the Minister the reascn why he appointed him who did not
excol in military administration bo that post. He replied,

"The present state of Manchuria is comparod to a cart

laden wlth ¢xplosives falling down from e mountain top,.

Ls 1t.must be stopped without expldsion, so hhe hestili . des

should be settleds For this purpose the Army should be under

perfect control. At prosent only YAMAOKA and YANAGAWA can

reprimand the Army.
14, I was transferred to the Personnel Affeirs Buresau

in the War Ministry on August 1,'1932. I was azain under
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direot guddance of Gene ARAXI publicly and privately.
The Ministor's guiding principle in the War Ministry
was perfect realization of a sense of thas true Imperial

LArmy,  just os while He was Division Commander at KUMAMOTO.

In his address tr subordinates or oprivate instruction he om~

phasized the Army should stand up to the august benevolence

of tho Empéror, and reiterated, "Vicgory without the enemy's
|

rosentment and by occupation to be welcomed by natives."

15, I participatod in the Pacific War, as Chioef staff-
officer to the 48th Divisicon., What I was most carseful about
wag to realize ARAKI's slogan, of ysarBcegce, victory without
tho onemy's resentment and occupation amid tho respect of the

inhabitant'se I practicelly 3ucc$oded after a yoar's

education in having this gpirit thoroughly understeod by my

soldisrse. But in order %0 reassure its practice, I £EAVe
crders while I was in TAIWAN that any snldior who has ill-

treated priscnars of war, or plundered, violated killed or

)
wounded nativos, shculd be punished, nnt he alcne, but

togather with his rogimental commanderd And, at the tinme,
the administraticon in Japan was out of conditirn and the
porple, spedially the farmors were so afflicted that tho

young officers whe directly trained scldiers from farming

districts woere in the decp Agonye

-




, Pt te fall inte redicaligm,
He untiringly Persuaded them +o improve theip character and

great dﬂ&ll

On this 5 day of Spte, 1947
/
At
M
DEPONBNT

(Beal)

On the same date

Lt
e ——————————

"itness: (signad) HASUOKA Komei (aeal)
M—ﬁ
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