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AMERICAN CONSULATE
GENERAL,
Mukden, China, July 30, 1932

SUBJECT: Growing Disorder in South Manchuria,

Tmﬂhmnuw/-u
TWHWWMNWSF&ME

AE «¥0cn 8LCRETARY
r M) ) 1992
NERARYH <1 OF GTAT
T have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of my
despatch No, 635 to the Legation at Peiping, China,

dated July 30, 1932, on the above subject,

Respectfully yours,

AS TR

A- S. Chﬂse
Americaen Consul.
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Enclosure:

Copy of despa toh No, 635
to the Legntion at Peiping.




mou CONSULATE GENERAL
m‘. Onu. July 350, 1988,

SUBJECT: Orowing Disorder in South Manchuria.

The Honorabdle
Nelson Trusler Johnson,
Ameriocan Minister,
Peiping, China,

Sir: » ')‘x)'cf"’/l"?b,7

1 have the honor to refer to tih Consulate

General's despatohes of February 17 end 24 and
July 16, 1932 relative to banditry and other dis-

orders in this Consuler District.

A study of recent events and existing oon-
ditions as repar ted from various sources indicates
that at no time since the inocident of September 18th
has the gemeral situation in South Manochuria been
more despeyate. Disorder, while evidently deoreas-
ing somewhat during the months from Jemuary to May,
has apparently grown sinoe eayly Jumne at a steadily
agoelerating pace, and has now reached a point
where it would seem that the Jepanese Military must
soon consider it necessary %o take drastic and ex-
tensive measures if they hope to seocure from chaos
anything in the area other than s network of forti-
fied railway tracks.

Agoording to the official compilation of the
looal




local Japanese Consulate General, reported inocid-
ents of dandit activity in and near the South Mane
ochuria Railway Zone during the month of June in-
ereased in the following scale:

Attacks by Groups
of over 500 Kidnappings
feaxiod No, of Ingidents Bondits 5

June 110 324 18 161
June 10-20 432 B3 138
June 20-30 482 S0 ) -1
it will de noted from the adbove that attacks by
large groups of over 8500 bandits and those involye
ing kidnapping end killing registered a marked in-
orease relative to the total number of ineidents.
Similar figures for __-!\uly are not yet availeble, dut
press items and other sources of information would
indicate a very definite worseaning of the situatiom.

No statistios are at hand for aregs other than
those of the South Manohuris Railwey Zone bdut recent
reports from practically every area testify to the
oxistense of oonditions &s ded as, if not worse than,
anything ret experienced.

A member of the loceal Jepanese Consulate General
admitted recently ilnt bandit oconditions in South
Manshuria are becoming steadily worse and worse.

Heo stated that the number of Japenese soldiers avail-
| able was inadequate % cope with the dandit forees;
~ and that the purportedly pro-Manshoukuo Chinese
troops are 5o uarelisble that they cam de employed
to adventage only if bolstered up by the presence
of Japanese contingents, ususlly in the Tatio of cme
or




or two Japanese copmanies to & Manchurien reogiment,

He intimated that $he original plan of ﬁling purely
Manchoukuo detachments officered by Jeapanese had
been found unsuccessful, 0f the Manschoukuo high
commanders employed in bandit suppression, he stated
that none could be considered depondadle with the
possible exoeption of Generals Wang Tien-chung

( ¥ A% &) end Li Shou-shan ( 4 %— r ) sud-
ordinate of Yu Chih-shen). He said that the volune
teer (I Yung Chun) movement engineered dy Chang
Hsueh-liang was beooming very menscing; that 1t

had attained alarming proportions in the Lisohsi-
Shanhaikuan seotar ; end that it was scarecely lees
threatening in the Tungpien area where propeganda
and ssuggled arms were doing much %o aggravete a
situation already rendered perilous by the "Big
Sword"™ motivities.

That the oonditions in the interior are daily
beocoming more deplorable is eloquently demonstrated
by the numbers of refugees who constantly swearm in
to the railway zones frem the Tungpien, lLiso and
other areas. When one oconsiders what must de the
already tremendous disestrous consequences of dan~
ditry and disorder - the lives and property des-
troyed, the loss of trade, the sbandomment of orepe,
misery of refugees, starvation, et setera - and adds
thereto the new curse of chelers plague whieh is
now reging with severity in arees such as Tungliao
and Newolwang and that of fleood whieh is ceusing
great demage in the Teonan, Tunglise, Lisoyuan and

other
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other arcas, it is diffigult to fiad evidencos of
the Farsdisisesl transformation whieh was heralded
%0 eome with the estadlichment of the new "tate of
¥anghuris,

"nile 1t 1o not intended hare to undertake a
detailed analysis of the rsasons for recent  rowth
of discrder in Couth Manehuria, certain feetors may
be mentioned ss largely contriduting to it, It
appoars undoubtedly true, as elained by Japancoe
sourees, that there hes beon in Feeent wesks o great
inoreass in underground work direeted by Cheng lisueh-
1iang and that his "Voluntesr® (I Yung “hun | BOVee
ment has been highly effeetive in stirring wp enti~
Hanohoukuo sotivities - pertieulerly in the Lieco-hsi~
Shanbaikusn and other westera regions. It would
soanm probadle timt tho.-' elsins are agmewhatl axeg-
gerated, howsver, and &t any rate there are other
develomments influenging the situstion, Mentioned in
the <rder of tbn'l.r importence, these would soem %0
be: the sontinually growing occoncmie wurge %0 banditry
oving %o the inereasing difficulty of obtalniag o
1iving by other means; the insuffieient number of
Japsnese troops in South anehuria fellewiars the
large concomtrations in North Yanchuris Tar the pure
poses of eampaign agninst Va Chaneghon; the unre=
1adility and in many ensecs defeetion of the Vanehou~
kuo dendit suprression forees; the growing hestility
of the peasant population So the Jepenese iy, Tre-
sulting largely, 4% is snid, from sirplane ‘strof
finza”;: an the sugsonted orgmniszed power of sueh

handit




bandit forees as the "Big Swords" and "Red Lanoes".
An effort has been made to obtein speeifie
data on the bandit situation in the different seo~
tions of South Manchuria, end, for convenience,
division has been made on the dasis of fourteen
areas indicated on the attached roughly prepared
map. 7The information has been supplied principelly

by the local Jepanese Consulate General, confirmed
and augnented where possidble from press and other
sources. As will be noted, the areas which at the
moment of writing show the most alarming conditions,
are, in uth order of severity: Chientao, Kirine
Tunhua, Tungpien, Lower Liwso, LLaohsi-SM1mn,
Fushun-Penshihu, Xaiyuan and Tunglieo-Tahushen.
CH . NGCHUN-CSUL INGKAL This is one of the very few
areas in South Manchuria where
disorder does not seem %0 be on the rise, Bandite
have operated sotively, their reported record for June
being 164 cases, of whieh the greater part were con-
centrated in the Xungehuling district. Owing to the
vigilanoce of the railway police and the military,
however, attsoks have been energetically repulsed,
and, scoording to official Japanese sources of inform=
ation, there has been in recent weeks u tendoncy of
the bandits to withdraw from the vieinity of the
railway into the interior. The bandits in the area
appear to be principally of the iandependent irregu-
ler type and are reported to totel approximately
4000, They operate chiefly in small groups, an oxcep-
tion bdeing a group of about 1000 men led by Lin
Chung-pi




cnung-pt ( A4 P A ).

KiIYUAN Japanese Consular sources report that dan-

ditry is dotinitoly on the inorease hare and
that the erea is now one of the worst in South Man-
ohuria. Three hundred and twelve bandit inoidents
are reported for June, divided as follows:

Period Inoidente

June 1-10 71

June 10-20 108

June 20-30 139
The number of bandits in the area are ostimated at
some 5800, of whom ebout 5000 are loocated %0 the
west of the reilway. They have been operating in
feirly large bends, of which a group of 1500 under
Ohin Shen-ho ( 2 2 %F ) and one of 2000 under
Tien-10o ( K. & ) appear to de the most importent.
Outrages have been especially frequemt in the viein-
1ty of Tiehling, end raids are carried boldly to the
rajlway sone, with frequent kidnappings of the em~
ployess of the railway stations. The dandits are
mainly Chinese irregulars, though Mongol bdands are
also reported to the west and "Broad Swords® and "Vol-
anteers” (I Yang Chun) on the ecast,
MIGEN The Mukden area has beea probably the most

quiet in South Manshuria, only 16 cases of
banditry deing reported for June. Since the regeont
development: of the "Volunteer” movement in Lisohsi
and the Ishimete ineident, however, there have been
u.-mthunmum-uuwzn
.c-éuumm-u-mn.unuom
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stricter surveillance than usual., Bandits in the
area are ostimated nt sdout 6000 men, and- with large
forces of "Big Swords" threatening near Fushun and
the Yenshihu District in dangerous condition, one
cannot desoridbe the vicinity of Mukdem es tranquil.
LOWER 1IAO This is today one of the mos ¢ Jdisordered
and dangerous regions in South Manchuria,
Bandit incidents for June alone totalled 290 ocases,
apportioned as follows:
Poxdod = Xingikou District ITashilohise  QSher
June 1-10 37 17 12
June 10-20 o7 26 17
June 20-30 77 206 18
There are approximately 4500 bhandits reported in the
area. By far the greater number of these are oon~
centrated in the Taian-FPanshan-Yingkou-Anshan square

and this entire section constitutes a nests of des-

peredoes who becoms continually bolder to the point
where they are almost daily raiding in the vieinity
of the South Manshurien end XKoupangtze-Yingkou raile
way lines. They operate in fairly large dands,
Leo Pei-feng (2 1L JE.) with 800 odd effeetives -
said to be Volunteers - amfl Shamcheng ( — ﬂi‘)
with a slightly larger foree, playing the leading
roles in meurauding deeds. To the menace of land
banditry 1s added that of pirates, whe ave said %o
pe infesting the Liao River all the way down its
coursé to Yingkou. A Teoent press item states that
the bdean traffiec is being seriocusly affected By
piresy, which is now having the result of helding
up over 400 junks at the mouth of the riwer,
furing




During June the Liaoyang Distriot was sube
Jeot to partioularly severe nitaoku, and "Big
Swords" under Ping Frh-hou (- H 47 ), Ssu-ho
(*@9 jﬁ} ) and others undertook frequent raids in
the South Manohurie Railway Zene, attacking stations
and causing much troudble, The bands mentioned are
now reported to have withdrawn slightly to the west
for the purpose of direoting their activities
egainet the Pemshihu Distrioet.

During the pust fow weeks bandit attacks in
the Lower Limo area are reported to have increcsed
in number. A few inecidents may be mentioned as
oxamples,

On July 9th a body of some 50 bandits railded
the Standard 01l Company's Instellation at New-
chwang, capturing severel watehmon and g fitter
and robbing employees' personal offoets to the value
of adbout Yuan 500,00, They later relecased the
watoehman dbut not the fitter. They demand a ransom
of Tuan $20,000 }ar the latter and, in the hopes
of hastening payments, have carried om threaten-
ingly for several cays in the immediate vicinity
of the firm's property. .11 this has been done
within a few miles of the headquarters of General
Jang Tien-chung g 3 /i?g .'3;: ), one of the prin-
eipal leaders of the bandit suppression farces.
(Inoidentally it may be stated that the Consul:te
General has deen inst:rumental in indueing CGeneral
Vang to inerease the military éuard at the property

and to undertake mesasures for the resoue of the

kidnapped employes).




On July 18th the KoupangtseXingkou train was
sub jedted to o heavy fusillade of rifle fire near

Panshan., On the 21at some 300 bandits appeared
around Pachiatsu, being finally dispersed by a com-
pany of railway guards. The same day a band of 60
brigaads raided Chienshen, just south of inshan,

Redent reports record the advent of 400 new
refugeos to Tashihehieo and 1500 to Kaiping - con-
vineing testimony of the disorder prevailing in
the area.

It may be addead thet, according to Japanese
Consular sourees, the military euthorities have
decided to undertake no immediate campaign against
banditry in the Lower Liao region due to the faot
that the troops are needed for @ drive in the Tung-

Plen area; and that for the Present offorts will be
made merely to keop the bdandits away from the rail-
ways,
SALANOTIEN Apparently this area may be at present
counted as one of the less disturbed
portions of South Manchuria. Japanese Consular
sources place the mumbder of bdbandit incidents there
at only 35 for the momth of June. There has been
little information from other sources indie: ting
very dangerous conditions, though the Local Postal
Conmissioner reported letely that mail communic-tions
in the section were recently interrupted for the
period of a2 month., Bandits in the section are cstim-

nted a. approximately 1200.

IUNSDPINSHINU Japanese Consuler sourees record

that dandit ineidents in this area

rocse
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Tose steadily during June, amounting to 176 ocases
for the month. Agcocording to available information,
July has witnessed an aggravation of disorder.
Large bands of "Big Swords" under the leadership of
Ping Erh-hou (-F A4F ), Ssu-ho (2 [,t;_‘ ), et cetera,
working east from the Hsimmin area and amalgamat-
ing with other far ces, including many deserted 801~
diers, have entered the region between Liaoyang and
Penshihu, directing their attacks towards both of
these points. They have been very bold, frequently
attacking stations, cutting wires, and kidnapping
railway employees.

On July 18th a Japanese station master and

another Japanese railway employee were kidnapped
near Penshihu,

48 reported in the Comsulate General's des-
pateh of July 16, 1932, e "Big Sword" leasder by the
name of Li (oinon identified as Li Chung- jun) dom-
inates the Sinpin distriet to the east of M™ushunm.

Bandits in the Pemshihu-Fushun area are estim-
ated at 10,800, inoluding e group of 85000 "Big
Swords" operating between Fushum and Mukden.
ANTNNG Conditions here, while s$il) slightly better

than those oa the northera seotion of the
1ine,have beocome steadily worse. Figures for June
ineidents are:

June 1 - 10 85

June 10 - 66

June 80 - 30 108
Bevisvvtm thousand dandits are reported to de in
the
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area, apparently consisting of irregulars with

some groups of "Big Swords" and "Volunteers". They

operate mainly in mmall groups, eoxception being
Chang Yi-chung ( 7fz 4/l #+) with edout 2000 men
neer Kwantien and Ting Sem-mei ( B % 44 ) wimn
about the same number in the neighborhood of lsinan.
Juring June Li Fu-tien ( 'i o 'B ) and Keo
Shan-ho (’ﬁ 2 53 ) are repor ted a8 having dome
mueh plundering in the eastern vieinity of the rail-
road dut the Jepanese troops eand guards apparently
suogeecded in keeping the line ftself fairly free
from attagk. Several incidents recorded in July,
indieate that the dandits are now desoming dolder.
Thus on the 13th a Japanese rallway worker wus kid-
nepped while repairing a bridge. On July 7th three
Japanese railroad employees were captured at Chike
wvanshan and held till the 20th whem they susceeded
in brecking away. On the 23rd 400 bdandits headed
by "Big Swords" rushed a polies dox at Hunshuihpeo,
in the close neighborhood of Antung, retreating
after a thirty minute fight,
SASL TUNGPIEN Vvith the posaidle emseption of the
the neighdoring Chientas and Xirime
Tunhua ereas, this region 1s prodedly in & mere
desperate condition than eny other area ia South
Manghuria. While there u‘ 11ttle published resord
of speeific bandit aotivities and ineidents sveile
able, the faet of the Plight of East Tung-
pien 1s well established by bdoth private and Jepen-
o8¢ Consular sourees of information, as well as by
the
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the large mumber of refugees fleeing from the ter-
ritory. 7The Consulate General's despatoh No. 630
of July 16, 1938, with particular reference to
developments in the Sinpin Distriot, 1s believed %O

provide a good pioture of eonditions in that general

totalling some 30,000 men. The distribution of these
foreces is stated by Jepenese Consular sources to be

approximately as followsa!

Chinyuan Distriet 2000
Tangfong Dis trict 4000
Tunghua Distriet 1000
S Distriet 3600

Liuho Pistriet 4000

Chinechuen Distriet 2000

Hweinan Distriot 1000

Panshih Distriot 4000

Other 8000
In sddition to these there are said to be numbers
of "Red lLances", irregulars, and "Undesireble Koreans”,
amounting in toto to perhaps 20,000 men.

A large proportion of the "Big Swar ds" and

"Red Lances" are said to possess no weapons other
then knives, dbut they pevertheles: appear to have
been successful in extending thelr control through-
out the area, AS stated in the Consulate General's

despatch before referred to, the "Big Jwords” have

taking to suppress the many groups

{rregular bandits whose plundering asgctivities are
perticularly demorelizing. Japanese sources claim
that the "Big Swords" are receliving mach assistence

from
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from Chang Hsueh-liang in the way of smuggled arms
and ammunition,

As previously reported, business in the towns
is almost at a standstill, while property owners
have been endeavoring to flee to the railway zones.

A member of the loeel Japanese Consulate General
assigned to the supervieion of aid to Korean refu-
gees, states that, of 70,000 Korean residents in the
Tungpien area defore the troudle, over 25,000 have
fled to the railway as refugees, some 10,000 of

them being now located at Shanchengtze, 10,000 at
ilukden, and about 5000 at other points on the Mulklen-
Hailung railroad., He adds that the number of Chinese
refugees from the same area is unascertained dbat un-
doubtedly far greater. The rice orop ordinarily har-
vested by the Tungpien Xoreans, will, he believes,

be largely lost for this year as a result of the
abandomment of farms.

A reoent press item announces that General f}?} q;{-fx.)
T'ang Ch'u-wu is attempting to arganisze a provinoial
govermment at Tunghua under instructions from Chang
Hsush-liang and that he 1is also planning to duild a
small arsemal.

Japanese Consular sources state that the mili-
tary are now undertaking a campaign to arive all
the bandit groups in Tast Tungpien eastwards towards
Chientao. To carry out this plan, Generals Yang
Tien-chung | _:f:}}l f. ) and L1 Shou-shan ()j--;% L)
are to drive west from the Mukden-Antung railroed
while at the same time Japanose railway guard fa ces
ar® to »ush south from their bdases at “hanchongtze

and
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end Chaoyang and Japanese troops of the 20th (Kor-
ean) Division now stationed at the Korean bdorder
points, Kwantien, Ch'iakoumen, Tsian, and Linkiang,
are to push northward.
KIRIN-TUNHUA Aside from a few items too unimportant
to record, there is no specific infor-
mation at haend regarding recent incidents in the
Kirin-Tunhua area. This, according to Japanese
Consular sources, is now after Chientao, the most
disordered region in South Manchuria. Numbers of
"Big Spears” similar to those in the Tungpiem sec-
tion are said to be operating in the area.
CHIENTAQ This region is, acoording to all available
sources, the most disastrously affected
arde in South Manchuria. As with Kirin-Tunhua there

s en ominous leck of information in 1ts regard,
It is understood that the whole section is disturbded

by the aotivities of various groups, ineluding "Big
Swords”, "Red lLances", and Korean oommunists, and
that anti-foreignism is manifest %0 a dangerous degree.
The withdreawal of British subjeets from the region
ordered on June 20th (reported in this office's telo-
gram of 8 pom., June 21st) is indicative of the
precarious situation.
SAQNAN Acoording to the meagre information available,
this area is relatively tranquil, though
serious floods of the Noani and Teoerh Rivers are
sausing considerable losses and suffering. A reoent
press item resords that the rise of water has badly
damaged an embeniment and several bridges detween

Pinganchen
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Pinganchen and Kokenmiao and resulted in the sus-

pension of rail traffic on the Solun-Taonan line

since July 2lst,
TUNGLIAO-TAHUSHAN This area is among the more dis-
ordered regions of South Man~
ochurie and is reported to be suffering severely
from the triple curses of war, plague and flood.
Data as to dandit farces is not complete. They
are said to consist principally of Volunteers and
Mongol brigands. According to Japanese sources, a
band of about 5000 Volunteers has been operating in
the vioinity of Tungliao and another group of 4000
to the south around Fahuta. Some 1100 ordimary ban~
dits have also carried on activities near Changwu.
At the date of writing the situation at Tunglieo
eity is apparently oritical. According to ome
sourge, the town is now sctually im the hands of ke
Volunteers. Whether this is the case or not, there
has within the last week been severe fightiang of
eonsideredle magnitude in the vieinity of the eity.
On the 26tk e foroe of Volunteers engaged the rail-
way guard garrison eaad the situation became 80
dangerous that the Jepanese ¢ivilian residemts are
reported to have seised arms and concentrated for
safety in the reilway offices. On the same day
a band of sbout 300 insurgents is stated %0 have
attaoked Yamentali, to the north on the Teonean-ingan-
ohi Railway, resulting in the hurried summoning of
troops from Tungliec eand Lisoyusa.
LIACYUAN-TAXE The number of dandite in this area
s
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are offieially recknomed as approximately 7000.
Mongol brigands are reported in oonsiderable num-

bers west of Kangping, end Japanese quarters re-
port a body of 4000 Volunteers just to the east

of Feku under the command of Cheng Fu-hsieng (i} .
Nothing has been heard of the aotivities of these
forces and the eres would appeer %o be relatively

consisting of the territory

adjecent to the Mukden-Shanhaikuacn Rallway, is

rapidiy developing again into one of the most dan-

gerous sections of South Manchuria, and, in view

of its proximity to Jehol and Chang Hsueh-liang's
~ sphere of influence, might properly bde considered

as the most mensecing region of all. Japanese quar-
tors make no seoret of their anxiety in regard to
it. JVossibly thou' fears ere oxaggerated for polit-

ieel reasons, but in any event there is ample evidenoe
During

have ooourred with increasing ifrequeney.

24%h a large group of bandits, reported as Volun~-
teers, raided the railway station at Huangti, near
Suiohung, kidnapping the stetion masier and three
telegraph operators. Um the same day another band

of 400 Volunteers appeared at Chien “el station end
tore up the tracks for a distance of i 14. On the
264k 3000 beandits are recorded «s having attacked

East Shihshantien, west of Xoupungtze. On the 27th,

1-5
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as reported to the Legation in the Consulate Gen-
eral's telogram of 6 p.m., July 29, serious fight~
ing took plase at Sulchung between & foree o Volun~
teoers ostimated at one thousand strong and a Japan-
ose dotaohment under Cheng Kuei-lin. Three hune
dred dendite and ten soldiers are reported to have
been killed in the bdattle. Amother serious aot-
ion was ennounged to have taken plece at Lichiapo
on the 28th.

The loocel spokesman of the Japeanese Milltery
Headquarters recently admitted that bandits are
in oontrol of the entire Lischsi-Shanhalkuan area
up to a distance of about 12 miles on eitheor side

of the Mukden-Shenhaikuan Railway tracks, and
presumabdbly reliable foreign

The spokespan of Military Headquarters @ fow

days ago stated that there were approximeately
Volunteers in the Liaohsi-Shanhaikuan

Japenese Consuler Author

considerably larger <« {n the neighborhood C 50,000,
A map, prepared on the basis of the latter figure
and purporting %o show the distribution and com-

manders of the various Volunteer groups, has been

obtained cnd is enclosed herewlth.
The spokesman Of looal Japancse Military Head~-

quarters is authority for the statement that he
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believed drastic measures must bde undertaken if

the Volunteors continue their distur®ing eactivi-
ties.

Respeotfully yours,

Ao 8, Chame,
Amerioan Consul.

Morru:
1 - '.p as ‘um-
2/« Map as stated.

m and one to ‘m °
Five copies io.z.n.’rgnt s

One oopy %o O teo Gu:nx o
One eopYy %o "mbassy, Tokyo. ; i




AP OF BANDIT _AREAS
(ces attached deepstch)

Changchun-Ssupingkal
Eaiyuaan .

Hukden

Lower Liso
Wefangtien
Fushun-Penghihu
Antang

Eset Tungpien
Kirin-~Tunhus
Chientao

Teonan
Tangliso-Tahughan
Lisoyuan-iaka
Lisohei-3hanhaikasn
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