HEADQUARTERS

U.S. STRATEGIC BO:MBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION NQ. 11: .- . PLACE: TOKYO
(Obtain from G=2) DATE: 10 Oct 1945

' Diviéion of‘Origin: Naval Analysis.'

SURJRCT: Hiryu (CV) at.the Battle of Midway,
Personnel interrogated and background of each:
Capt Ki7AGUCHI, Susumu, IJN, A ~raduate of the IJN Naval
Academy; he has had 24 years nav 1 experience and is an
aircraft pilot, At .liidiray he was Air Officer on the. .. .
Hiryu (CV) and subsecuently was Commanding Officer at
Kanoya. Airfield, . In November 1944 he was ordered to SV
Ordnance Supply, Navy Department., | "
here interviewed (office): Meiji Building.
Interrogator: . Captain C, SHANDS, USN,
Interpreter: Lt Comdr D, BARTLETIT.

illied Officers Present: Brig Gen G. GARDNIR, USA.
LT PAINT PAUL, USNR.

Summary: (Seec next Pagé)




SUMUARY

The HIRYU was one;bf.fQﬁffairCraftaﬁérries in the Japanese
St.iking Force, suoportlng the planne& oecunat;on of MIDTLY Is-
land June 1942. When about 600 mlles from.JID.;f a Us S. plane
Rgsgedféﬁgywhégdbut did not observe ships due to highfég. No
alrcraft attacks were macde on the carrie;_grogp'gntil;bqg#aﬁ
hour after sunrise on 4 June when the fonmatioﬁ'ﬁas a£t§ckéd by
torpedo planes (B-26's and TBF's). ‘No hits were made since the
long dropping ranges from.fﬁé”éarfiéf*beﬁﬁftféd“them-%o'Be R
easily avoidéé' A llttle +ater the formatlon was attacked by'
nigh (approx1mately 18 OOO') horizontal bombers but no hlts j_'* 4
were made, The HIRYU lauriched planes agalnst.AID?AY about sﬁn—j~*‘
rise then later against the U. S. Carrier Force.. nlthough the N
KAGL, AKIGI and SORYU had receivéd damage during -the day, the
HIRYU was not hit until late afternhoon when she' received six
bomb hits from dive bombers setting rer afire, - Still later
the same afternoon an unsuccyssful bombing &ttack was made on |
the HIRYU by horizontal bombers at.medlum albltude., The_fire§
resulting from the dive bombing attack spread to thé.egéiﬂe
rooms during the‘night, rendering the ship helpless. She was
sunk by torpecoes from a Jepanese déstroyer the next morning.

About 60 pilots were lost in the battle., About 500 out of

1500 men on the ship were lost. His group of ships was not attacked

during retirement, although search planes were seen., Visibility

¥as poor., OSurviving pilots of the battle were distributed betwcen

the ZUIKLKA, SHOXOKU and SOLOMON Islands. These pilots later

particpated in the Battle of Santa Cruz, 26 October 1945,

as the war progressed the cquality of pilots deteriorated
due to insufficient training facilities, too great attrition
with the consequent ncces 51ty of using inadequately trained

replacements and a shortege of fuel for training.
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INTERROGATION

How many years in the Navy, what experience?
2L jeérs“fom graduation,

Is he an aircraft pilot?

Yesilaﬁ active flyer,

ilas he with the HIRYU at PEARL H.RBOR?

No, he was not,

“hen did he join the HIRYU?

In March 1942 as Air Officer,
What was his duty after MIDWAY?
He was cxecutive officer at K/iNOY. airfiecld and later

beccame chief in commend there, he was exccutive officer
for three months, Tactics in the use of machine guns and .

-

cstablishing them in planes, this duty was for two ycars.
Then in November last year he joined the Air High Command,

‘as he in planning?

No sir, he was in Ordnance Supply,

What wes thelnumberipf the air fleet

It was of the second air attack Jorce of the first air fleect.

vhat ships were present in Carriér Force at MID JAY?
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Q. Then he left JiIF.N what was thu mlsslon of his air flece
at MID.Y?Y s

Le It was to seize MIDW.LY.

' :- g &N ¥
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Q. What plans were made for the employment of. MIDIuY following
the seizure? Did they expect to run searches or go to
PE/RL H.RBOR and the .LLEUTI.NS or stop at. MIDILYQ

..o dJust to defend Midway he heard.of no other. plans other than
to seize and protect MIDT.Y. The thoughts in his mind were
if they took the place uas;ly'thu} would go. to:P.L.RL: H:.RBOR -
and if they had to fight they wld stick it out untll thuy
were sunk.
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Q. What ships were present, that is carriers; battleships, .
in his force? '

L. (sce chart),

Ge Were there any other carriers?

ivs Nonhe 1in tho aitguk bodyhyri ,,,,,,

Qe ‘hat d;rflér w'sﬂlh tqg uL UTIJﬁé? ih‘

L.  RYUJO c,.und JUNYO tho; w;s no 3rd Dlvision; th; flfst hnd
sccond divisions arcec in this attack body, th; hth at Dutch.
Herbor, the third did.not exiéﬁ:' A 8 |

C, Is he sure that the 4th Diviéibh'ﬁ“ at Dutch Hm.,..r"bc:)r‘P

Lie He is sure thﬁt tnu fourth lelalOH wunt up tnerc ﬁnd that
there were two Garviers IM Al ooaty o “hpgi on e grp ey § %

Q. Did his carrier have an air group that was named. or num-.
bered or wes it just a group of fighters and torpcdo oomnors°

o Six groups, fighter planes - nine in each, In the 6th'ana
7th groups there were nine fightcrs in each, 8th were dive : .
bombers, nine in that., 9th group e2lso dive bOmbLPS, ol v il
in that., 10th group were torpedo plancs, 1llth also. (Sce chart).

#8 Does ho know of ny surviving offlcpr from the SORYU?

ne SORYU.and the HIRYU arc sister ShlpS, hc thinks he can find.

out where the exceutive OfflCur 18 by going to thec udmlrzltyl,ﬂ
but the rest died, b

Ge During thc approach to WIDWLY did they oypuct an uttack
if so, about how far out? TR

ie Thinks a two engine scout. plane looked them over once at
some distance, but thc weather was so bad, thcy still didn't
expect an attack.

Qs Apbout how far was this?

Lie 5 or 600 miles, hc thinks, is not certain.
Q. Was it the day before the main battle?

Ase He thinks it was the morning of the day beforc the battle
opcned, ne is not cortain of the timc of day.

&

. s his formation attocked by submarines at any timc during
the apyroach?
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No, thé first,submérine attack was on th; (/.G.. efter the
battlc opencd,, ' |

“hen was the HIRYU first attacked?

On the 4th of June, . two hours before sunset, (Lbout
5th of Junc. Tokyo). |

-

‘The day before he was hit, were they attacked by a B=17
~ formation? (Four engine bombers ) :

No, they didn't get anything the day before but when they
were attacked by Bocings on the d-y of big battle they
didn't got hit; there was no atte:k on 3rd of Junc,

Docs hc know of any ships which may have been hit by torpe-

docs from B-26 or PBY's?

Not & hit in thosc days of the battlc on the carrier for-
mation,

Did hec know if any trensports were hit?
He never heard anything about them.

ilas he attacked with torpedocs in the morning of tho,battlé
of Lth Junc?

Jbout .on hour after sunrise, they were attacked by torpcdo bombers.
Were they single or twin enginc?

ilostly they werc twin cngine, nonc of them hit, thcey werec
dropped at very great range and they werc eblc to avoid them.

Here any . carriers hit?
No ship was hit in that attack. (

Docs he know if onc of the twin cnginc planes (after dropping
the torpycdo) flew into the deck of one of the carricrs?

No, hc was obscrving and knows tli.t.

In the early‘morning of the 4th of June, H5th of Junc Tokyo,
did he reccive an attack from high horizontal bombcers?

He srys thot about 2 hours aftcr sunrisc very high four cnginced
planes attacked, maybc 5,000 = 6,000 mcters, but.did not hit
anything. ;

How was the HIRYU hit, how many hits?

She was the last of all of them to be hit.
wihat timc of day?

ibout two hours before sunset, First was the torpedo attack
in thc morning (they all missed in the first attack) then
they had about 20 divc bombers in the sccond attack and

then the third attack came, The other ships got hit on the
third attack (LK.GI, K.G., and SORYU). Betwcen the third
and fourth attack, ‘thc Japencse plenes that had gonce to
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attack MIDJ/AY returned, It was when they landed the first
they knew American carriers were in the attack. The HIRYU
was hit during the fourth gttack by dive bombers,

When the HIRYU was hit were any planes on board?

Very few about 20 planes had come back. ' They had been:
launched to attack American carriers after they returned
from .1ID /AY. |

Does he know which U.S. carriers were attacked°

The pllots thought when they came back aboard after abtacklng
that it was the ENTERPRISE?

-Dld any plenes deliver an attack on the;uNT tPRIS*

Yes, they did attack D i b A i, Sk L
How dld they locute the MNTARPRISE?
From scout planes aboﬁtf200]milesﬁdff‘t5'thé Bast,

How many bombs hit the HIRYU?

S1ixX. .
Wlhat was principal damage?
" Lifts damaged, Fire. Many engineering personnel killed,

Can he draw us a picture of where they hit? .

One forward elevator, two just aft of forward clevator,
Three Jjust forward after clevator.

Wlere there any planes launched after receiving the bomb hits?

- No, furthermore the floor of the 1lift flopped against

the bridge, they were unable to nav1ghte._

11l you conflrm the position of tﬂb 1slmnd in. relation
to bow of ship?

AkaGL = port, SORYU-— Starboard, A“Gu ~ Sturboard
Did these boﬂbs sink thu HIRYU tnat day or next day?

Thwy dldﬂ't at any tlma, they were oblé to do 30 knots, *:£
LtbngPQS,'B-l7'S attacked them,

Horizontal bombers?

Yes, it was horizontal,

iWhat timc of day was that?

It was about sunset that-day;"" .

How meny hits did they rceceive in this attack?

It was some timc the same day after the dive bombers

geve him six hits that he got about ten misscs from

Boeings, he is not sure hc thinks it was B-17's or

sor~thing clsc, It was medium altitude horizontzl bombing.

He said he didn't think they were very high and was astonished
at the distance away from the ship when they releesed bombs,
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<+ How many bombs dropped?
A. About ten bunches.,
Qe here did they hit?
A, They didn't hit - boﬁbs landed cbout 500 meters aWaY e
. “e Find out if any of the Battloships*were hit ét that time,
, A, Hc was burning by'this'timc but he thinks that somcthing

touched the KIROSHIMA OR H'RUMA in the stern, didn't do
much, no difficulty in navigation as a result, |

Q. “les that a result of the horizontal bombers?
A. No, this is the dive bombing attack, One of them dived
ana dropped a bomb on the KIROSHIM: but horizontal bombs
didn't hit the KIROSHILi. -
Qe How wcre tﬁe other carrierS-hit?
A, All got hit from thc¢ dive bombers.,
Qe Docs hce knOW'how our torpcdo plenes were shot down?
he He thinks 1t wes fighter plancs in the main,
e 1f his ship was able to make 30 kngts, how was it sunk?
dA. The fire got to thc engince rooms by the next morniﬁg
end stopped the ship, whercupon a Japcnesc destroyer
w~s called on to sink it with torpedocs.
Qe Doas‘he know anything about the damage on the SORYU?
A, Hc scprrated from the SORYU, he doesn't know, ,
(e How many men and pilots were lost on the HIRYU? ‘
A. About 60 nilots,
e How many men in all?

A, 1500 total aboard. About 500 of these were lost,

'« Yy didn't the occupation forcc and Grand Fleet continuc
on to MIDWAY?

A. Beceause thcy could not occupy the islend heving lost
their z2ir attack force,

e How was this officcr rescued?

e Bcfore the torsedo was scnt into his ship by the destroyer
he was token eboard with somc of the crew.

(e During the retrest did they sight any of our reconncissance
plancs luoking for thom?

ie  They sow five or six of our plancs, that was the morning of
thie 5thy

Qe icrc they attacked by any of thesc plancs?

Ae No, they were not,




Q. Did the HIRYU have radar? W A AN O :
f:. NO. '

Ge Did any of thc carriers have radar?:
Ao “Nong ol theme 'y o ot feddqias AR

Ge Did eny of the-other ships have rader?
A. No, not on 2ny, as soen:as ticy got back. they put.them on
the: caPPlersy . & il il |

e - ‘\
L] K ar b * L V.

Qe  When was that:?
A, July 1942 both battlcships and cerriers reccived them.

i ¥ 5oy it . L3 )
Q. TWas:thc HARUNA at MIDWAY?

A, Not in his force, Hc thinks it was with 'Gi:"énd Floult.. |

"I

C. How did they control their fighters in the air?

;-1; at first at UMIDJAY they sct the coursc on the ships
and turncd them loose:on' the first atteack, :no radio.

0. hich type of attack did hc most fear, dive boming,
torpedo or horizontal?

ve Thec worst is divec bombing.

e You can't avoid it, but you can with long 1‘3ngé tdrpodoes.
: Q. How meny losscs in planes or pilots did he expect at MIDWAY? |

Lhe usbout onc third, hc said thet he thought that they '
might losc onc'.carrier, he didn't have any idea. sbout
now mony plones might get lost, The High Command might
have had en 1dco, but they didn't pess any idoas to ]
them, cven if they were pessimistic they didn't pass
on thc informastion to the skippers. '

e Did he know -the other .carricers were lost? . -

he Hc had an opinion whilc on his own ship that the others
were discbled, he never learned definitely until he
went aboard the destroyer.

Ce  Vhat effect on future operations did the loss of carricers have?

ae He said he simply got orders from the United flcet to | ...
come awey, os to furture plans, didn't hear at that time,

Ge Does he know if they intcended to- attiock Midwey ~g-in?

e 4ill honds: thought it was no usc,:
e Docs hc know if the ettack on MID./'Y was instigatca by thc
Army or Navy Command?.: - ,

ie He belives it was a combined general staff decision.,
Docsn't know who was responsible. | |




¢ Did the loss of these carriers result in sending thesec
pllots and ﬂircrnft into thc Solomons as land based planes?

ne Some of the pilots went back to JiPAN, somc went to bases ‘.

in the SOLOMONS, ~nd somc werc 9351gncd.to the SHQKAKU and
ZUIK/K.. in thec SOLOMONS arcCl,

Qe Doecs hc know of any na vhl pilots, squadron commﬁndurs or othors
of similor r~nk?

A, Hc s2id he could oﬁiy ﬁclp there iflwe couidqsuggcst'thcir namecs.

e Docs he know why they continued to send troops, planes and ships
into thc SOLOMONS in little groups instcad of one big group?

ne There were not enough personnel and equipment ot home to throw ...
2 big bunch in there, thereforc they had to go in sm2ll increments.

Q. Docs he know of any Army units assisting in thc Solomons?

A, He thinks they werc there docsn't know'much cbout it tho, hc was.
back at KiNOYa at this time, BTN '

Q. Does he know what influcnced the decision to w1thdr~w from thp
Solomons? Bl AL

ne He heard it was a matter of ceuldn't supply them. .

Qe Docs hec know of what the new plans werce for attack or for
holding after their withdrawal from the Solomon chain.,

hHe He got very little on plans, Personally thought that Americeons
were landing too much -round them and they should have to give up
whet they hed ~nd go on the defensive., He thought that because they
had insufficicnt number of plenes, they couldn't hope to toke offensive
action; he thought it was defensive holding from that time on,

3o Docs hec know if the Navy hoad plenned for o short war or dong war?

se  Ho snid that they all thought thot if it was a long wer, the Navy
would be finished, and they thought it would'bu a long wrr,
Howcver, OfilCLrS in his Jjob wecre not told any plans.

(3o Would he cstimate the number of yesnrs they considered a long wear,

A, Hc thought if it was short it would be less than two ycors, sonmc-
thing over five yeors if it were long.

Ce Was there ony improvements in ~irceraft moterial or personncl
during the war?

as The pilots got worse but the planes got better.

D
 J

Docs he know of any reoson why the pilots wercn't trained ns well
o8 the first group of pilots?

se It was combination of absence of sufficient tralning facilitics
1nclua1ng plones and the nccesscry fucl for treining,

Qe “hen did the fucl shortege first influence the training?

Jl. E?..rly 191}3 ®
e When e wes in the Navy Department, was he on any campaign plens?
ae Hc was not in operations plonning, he was in Supply-Ordnsncc.
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Docs he have any information iconecrning the ‘Coral Sea Battle -8 . . .
hugust 1942 of the operations of the SHOK/KU 'and ‘ZUIKAKL or. SHOHU?

He can't cxplein
information., i

:anythingﬁclcaflyiénathat,.he'doesn’tihavd:aﬂy"f"

What typc of cction reports were submitted following the battlec
OF MERTAYD v ikt Bt e b ol 0 SRR B PR R s IRRISE R S T

He soent & messoge on the casunltics, nothing writtcn oxcept

the ‘radio reports . By word or mouth to.thc Coinbined :Fleot Staff,
when

Did the raids on Jep N he wes in

an
requircments? GrERR

~the. Burean . ¢ficet ‘his supply -

end

.‘

The chicef difficulty

he'ih
the (supplics out, MG A

ad in ordnonccgiwas -to obtain ships-to-§

"hat coused “the scarcity :of “ships?
Hc got no! reports excent that thi stuff didnﬂtfgot?thergihnd”isf1 B
clearly of the opinion thet it was = combihrtion: of planis and -
submerines that sunk the ships, |

How dcep were aircraft anti-submorine depth charges sct to go éff?:
Lbout 30 mcters, meximbm,. .
How much woere. th

cy-normnlly sct for?
e ibid ity b i

5 to 10 mcters,
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7\ / \ 13 October 1945 ,

| / X'*a. / £
interrogation of Ceptaln Susuwu Kawsguchi, IJ¥, by Captain ...
Co. “handsy Us 94 Navyd 10 October/ 1945 (Tokyo) through ine
terpretation, / '/5 Y . '

/Captain C, Shands, USN
Prig. Gen, &, Gardner, USA

Officers yﬂfsent:
\'-\. I

I g
e

§ \ > " 5

Captain Xawaguchl i€ an alreraft pllot/with a total of
24 yeogrs of Naval £Lyperlente. “ince fradyation from
- IdNy Yaval icadewy, he sdrved =s *ir "ffider on the HI YU
/ (CL’ 4t the Datfle of VIDWAY. Subgruent th HMIDWAY he was

Lxecutive Offiger and Cormamnding £fficer at Kanoya fire

/ field until !dvember 1944 wher hé vag ordered to (rdnance
f 5U”P1¥K&ﬂ the Lavy Departmenty”
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niormetion

ﬁg"*he HINYU was one of four alrcraft carriers in the Japanese
“triking Force, supporting the plennei occuration of ' IDVAY
[sland June 19542, 'hen about 60C milee from HIDVAY & 7', S,
plane passed over head tmt did not observe ships duve to
high fog. !0 =2ircraft attacks were made on the carrier
group until sbout =n hour after sunrice on 4 June when
the formation was attacked by torrede nlasnes (B=P€'s and
TIF's)e o hits were made since the long dropping ranges
from the car-ier permitted them to be easily avoided. A
1ittle later the formation was =ttacked by high (aprroxime
ately 18,000') horizontsl bombors, but no hits made. The
HIAYD launched planes against YIDWAY sbout sunrise then
later ageinst the U, 5. Carrier Forece, Although the
eAGR, AFAGT and U0 YU had recelved darage during the day,
the FINYU was not rit until lete afternoon when she
received slx bomb hits from dive bombers setting her afire.
5till later the same afternoon an unsuecessful bombing
attaeck wos made on the HIRYU by horizontal bombers ot
medium altitude. The fires resulting from the dive bombing
attack spread to the engine rooms “uring the night, render-
ing the ship helpless. She was sunk by torredoes from a
Japanese destroyer the next morning. '’‘bout 6C pilots were
lost in the battle, “bout 5CC out of 150C men on the ship
rere lost., fils group of shipe was rot attacked during
retirement, although search plenes were seen, Visibility
We 8 F%or 5

o %
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13 October 1945
Interrogation of Captain Susumu Kawaguchi, IJN (10 October 1945%)
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Surviving pilots of the battle were distributed between
the ZUIKAKA, SHOKOKU and S0LOMON Isl

ands. These pilots
later participated in the Battle of Santa Crug, 26
October 1945, |

y too great
ssity of using inadequately
e of fuel for trairing. A
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attrition with the consequent nece
trained replacements snd & shortag
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13 Detober 1945

o

Interrogetion of Captain %ggnmﬁﬂigwgﬁncn;,wfﬁw by €aptain

Co w]"‘ﬂﬂdﬂ’ Ve S ﬁavy’

Cfflcers regen

Jetober 1945 ( OKYDY

>

C apta in Cf’,‘..{gﬁ ém 5 L

Lte Comdf, J, %, Field, Jre -
T B en vabanar, o

SUSUAU EAWAGUCHI, rank of Captain, was
ilr @fficer alosrd the HITVU,

/..-"
ese Officer:

Low meny yvears in the avy, what experlence?

24 years from gradustion.

Is he an alrcraft pilot?

Yes, an active flyer,

‘a8 he with the HIRYU at PEAFIL PARTOR?

ey he was not,

“hen did re join the HI'YU?

In ¥areh 1942 pe Adr Officer.'

Yhat was his dut: after VID AYY

He was executive officer ot KANOVA alrfi=1ld and later
became chief In command tere, he was executive officer
for three months, Tacties in the use of mechine runs a2nd
establishing them in rlanes, this duty was for two years,
“hen 1in November last year he Joined the iAir ¥igh Comrand,.

“as he in planning?

Yo sir, he was in Ordnence Su-ply.

“hat was the number of the sir fleet?

Lt was of the seeond air attack force of the first sir Tleet,

“hat shins were prescnt in Carrier Foree =t UIDVAYY
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dhen he left JAVAR whaet wng the miesgion of hig air
fleet gt NIDVAYY

it waz to seize HIDVAY,

"het plans were made for the employment of EINWAY following
the selgure? ~1id they expect teo run searches or (o to
FEARL YAR"OR and the ALEVTIANE eor =top at KIDVAYYT

Just to de’end Hidway he heard of no other plans other than
to selze and protect HITBAY., The thoughts in hie =ind were
if they took the rlsce easily thev would go to F AVL FARTOR
and 1f they had to fight they would stick it out until they

were sunk,
“hat ships were present, that ie carriers, battleships, In

his force?
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‘ere there any other csrriers?
done in the attack body,
hat carrier was in the ALEUTIANSY

FYUJC and JUNYOg there was no 3rd Division, the first and
second divieslons ere in this attack body, the 4th at Duteh
“arbor, the third 4ld not exist,

ie he esure that the 4th dilvision wags 2t Dateh Harbors

iile iz sure that the fourth division went vp there and that
there were two carriers in 1it.

vid bils earrier have an alr group that was named or numbered
or wags 1t lust a group of flizhters snd torpredo bemtars?

2ix groups, fighter planes « nine in ecach, In the 6éth and
7th grours there were nine fighters in coeh., £th were dive
bombers, nine in that, 9th group also dive tomhers, nine
in th?t. 10th group was torredo planes, lith slso, (fee
chart)e

Does he know of any surviving officer from the 30FYU?
SOUYU and the HITYU are sister ships, he thins he cen find

out wvhere the ezecutive officer is by zoling to the Adeiralty
but the rest dled,

Juring the aprroach to MIDVAY did t'ey expect an attaek, 1if so,
about how far out?
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Thinks a two engine secout plane locked them over once at
some distance, but the weather was so bad, they st1ll
didn't exnect an attacke |

About how far was thie?
5 or 600 miles, he thinks, is not certaln,.
7ag 1t the day before the main bLattle?

fie thinks it was the morning of the day before the bhattle
opened, he 1s not certain of the time of daye.

vae his formation attacked by submarines at any tiﬁe during
the approach?

io, the firet sutmarine attack was or the ¥ACA after the
battle Opanﬁdc

"hen was the HIRYU first attacked?

On the 4th of June; two houre before sunset, (About
&

5th of June Tokyo

The day before he was hit, were they attacked by a Hel?7
formation? (Four enzine bombers).

Yo, they didn't get snything the dsy befores but when they
were attascked by Boeings on the day of big battle they
dldn't get hity there was no attack on 3rd of June,

Does he know of any ships whieh may have beer »it by torpedoes
from R=26 or PBY's?

“at a hit in those days of the battle on the carrier formation.
Did he know Af any transports were hit¥
e rever heard anything about them.

“ans he attacked with torpedoes in the mornins of the battle
of 4th June?

ibout an Your efter sunrise, they were »ttacked by torredo
bombers.

ere they sinzle or twin engine?

iostly they were twin engine,

none of them hit, they "ere
droyped at very great range

and they were =ble to avold theme

“ere any carriers hit?®




H0 ship was hit in that sttack,

Joe¢s he know 1 one of the twin engine planes (after

dropping the torpedo) flew {nto the deck of one of the
carriers?

Noy he was observing and knows that,.

In the early morning of the 4th of June, 5th of June Tokyo,
did he receive an attsek from highharl:ontal bombers?

He says that about 2 hours after sunrise very kigh four engined
planes attacked, maybe 5,000 - 6,000 meters, tut did not
hit anything.

How was the HIRYU hit, how many hits?

She was the last of all of them to be hit,

What time of day?

About two hours before sunset. First was the torpedo attack
in the morning (they all missed in that first sttack) then
they had about 20 dive bombers in the second attack afid then
the third attsck came, The other ships got hit on the trird
attack (AKAGI, KAGA, and 507YU), Retween the third and
fourth attack, the Japanese planes that “ad sone to attack
MIDFAY returned. It was when they landed the first they
knex American carriers were in the attack. "he HIRYD was
hit during the fourth attack by dive bombers., |

“hen the HINYU was hit were sny nlanes on bosrd?

Very few about 20 rlenes hed eome bhack. ‘hey had beén lsunched
to attack ‘merican carriers after they returned from VINVAY,

Joeg he know which U, 8, earriers were attacked?

The rllots thought when t ey c me back adoard after attacking
that it was the ENTENPRISE,

2id any plenes deliver sn attack orn the LU ERPLISE®
Yesy tley did attack,

How did thuy locate the ENT KFRICGE%

From scout planes about 20C miles off to the Last,
How many bombs hit the HIRYU?

Six,
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%hat wes principsl demage¥
L1fts danaged. Fire., iany engineering persornel ¥illed,
Can he drsv us 2 pleture of where they h{it?

Ore one forward elevnt-r, two juest aft of forward elevator,
ihiree just forwsrd sfter elewvntor,

Were any rlenes lsunched after receivins the bomb hite?

"0y furthermore the floor of the 1ift florred sgsinst the
tridge, they were unsrble to navicate,

7111l you confirm the positlor of ths {slsnd in relation to
vow of ship?

ALAGL « Fort, S0'YU - Starbeoard, NAGA - Starbosrd,
1d these bombe sink the " I°VD thet dav eor next dsy?

ey didn't at any time, they were atle to do 20 knots:
af tervards, Bel7's attacked ther,

orizontsl bombersy
Yesy it was horizontal,
“hat time of dav was that?

It was s2hout sunset ttat day.

3

w many hlts d41id they receive in this attmek?

t was some time the ssme dmy after the dive bo-bers g
him six hits that he zot 2bout ten misses from Foelnse
e 1s not sure ke thinke it rars Bel17'g or gsoret ing

it wag medium altitude ho {zontal vombing. e e2ald ke didn't
think they were very high and was astoniched st the dietance
away from the ship when they relensed honrbs,

I
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‘ow many bombs drorred?
‘bout ten btunches,
here 4i1d thsy 11t?
“ray didn't hit -« bombe lsnded ab vt 500 reters AWAY ¢

Find out if =ny of the battleships vere hit at that ‘ime,
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e was dburning by this time but he thinks that comethins touched

the KIRCSHIBA In the :sternmy dildn't do much, no difficulty in
navizstion ss a result,

“ag th=t » result of the horigontal Lombers.

%0y thie 1sg the dive Donbing attack. OCne of ther dived spd
aropred a bomd on the ¥KI 0-HIVA but horizorntal bombs didn't
hit the KIFOSBIKA,

How were the other enrriers hit?

A1l got hit froo the dive bhonbers,

Jocs8 he know how our torredo plares were shot down?

e thinkeg 1t was fizhter planes in the »ailn,

If hie ship waes sble to remke 3C knots, how was 't sunk?

The fire got to the engine rooms by the next morning and

1".! L

storred the ship, whersupon 2 Jansness destrover was called
on to sind 1t w#ith torpedows,

Joee he know snything about the damage orn the H0°VU%
He separsted from the “0"YU, h: doesn'' know,

oW many men and nllots were loet on the BINYUY
tbout 6C pillots,

How many sern in allf?

15CO total slmoerd, ‘“bhout 5CC of trese were lost,

hy didn't the oceuration force sri3 Crend Fleet cortinue on
to ¥idwoavy®

Jecause they could net occupy the ielard having lost their
air atiack force,

How waeg thie officer rescuasd?

d‘efore the torredo wae sent into hils ship by the destroyer he
wne taten aboard withk some of the crew.

uring the retrest did threy sirht any of our raoconrsisssnce
planes lonking for them?

They saw flve or six of our plenes, that was the ~orning of
the St}f *
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“e There they attacked by any of those

e they were not,.

vid the RI'YU have radar:
NO.

213 sny
Yone of them,

bid any of the other zhips

“0y mot on sny, ses soen
the carriers,

a8

“hen was that?

JUly 1942 both rattleshins
Was the HARUKA at M DWAY?
8ot in his farece,

“ow 21d they control the r

At first at MIDwav
turned them loose

nick type of attack did e

or harizontal?

The worst 1s dive b@mblng;

g
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You can't avold 1t,

1ow many lo-ses in nlanes or

b ut one third, he sstd th-¢
one carrier, he didn't have any 1idea sbout

| . | 4gh Command mioht
but t}'ﬂy didn't "ase any 1 ess to H’ighi

might zet lost, "he
pessimistic they didn't
3@1??@?3.

214 e krnow the other

[l

ad an oprinion while or hi=® own ship thet the others were

b - g
~e thinke {t wee with Crand Fleet,

[ .~y -
Jut vou ean wity long range

"

nlanes?

oY the e
the carrlere have rader’

N8ve raday?

thov got baek they rut them o

end carrierpe received thenm,

flghters 4n the aipr9

ey =8l the course or the shine.an

LB ol

“ttacky no radie,

moet e~ A ¥ ye
e r y QIVE bOH?t‘ 1!1:?,,' 3 torn e30

o 6d9@5.
rilots did he expect at IDVAY?D

he thought trat they »1:ht lose
Ut "ow many rlenes
“ave hed sn 1dea,
them, even if they were

rass on the information tn the

carriers were lost?

dizab '€ ne arned '
abled, he nev r learnes definitely urtil he went aboard

the destroyer,
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‘hat effect on future operations 414 the los= of carriers have?

ne sald he simrly got orders from the 'mited Flcet to core
away, =8 Lo future rlans, dldn't “ear at thet time,

“ocs he krow 1f thev intende’ to sattsck Hdway agsin?
‘11 hands thought it was no use,

Joes he know if the atteck on HIDV/Y wee Ingstigated by the
‘rHYy Or Savy Commandf?

He belleves 1t wes 2 combined gereral staf? decision,
Joesn't know who was resronsible,

id the loss of thesme carrilers result in sending theee rilots
and sireraft into the Uolomens ss lend based rlanes?

ome of the pllots went baek to JATAT 9 some went to bases In
tre SCLUETESy and some wore assigned to the SHOKAKU sfd

‘
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neg he know of any naval rilotey sousdror correnderg or
others of similsr rank?

He sald he eouvld only help there 1 we co 14 sugrest thelrp
Nemes o

Coeg he know why they continued to send troops, rlanes and
shipe Into the SOLHOES in 11ttlas groups Instead o7 one
tilg group?

‘here were not enorgh rersorrel and enuipment at hore to

throw 2 big tuneh in there, therefore they %had to 7o in in
small increoments,

voces he know of any irmy unite assistins in the “olomong?

e thinks they were there doesn't know much about 1t tho, he
wa8 hack nt KAVOYA at thie time,

“oes he know what influenced tre decision to withdraew from
¢ Lolomons’

e reard 1t was 2 matter of couldn't surply them,

Joes he know of whet the rew nlsns were for =ttsel or for
rolding efter tielr withdrawal from the “olovon chain,

e got very little on rlans, rersonally thought that ‘mericsns
were landing too egeh arourd thew erd they vould have 80 zive
up what they had snd ge on the defenslve, FNo thought that
becauee they ha’ incufficlent number of rlenes, they couldn't
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e (Continnved)

hore to take offensive sctlong he thought 1t wae defencive
holding from thet tine on.

=¥

‘e Joes he know 1T the Navy had planned for a short war or long
war:

fe e eald that they all thought that 1f it wes a long war,

the Navy would be finished, and they thoug't 1t would be
8 long war, lLowever, officers in “is jJob %+ e not told
nany plensz,

« ould he estimate the number of yesrs they ceonsidered 2 long
war’

Ae He thought if 1t wag short 1t would be less than two years,
somath Ing over Tive years 1f 1t were longe.

<o 88 there any 1lirmprovements in sircreft materiasl or rersonnel
guring the war?

Ae "he pllots got worse but the plenes s6t hetter,

Te Unes he know of any reason why the pllots weren't trained
as well ag ihe first group of pllots?

e 11 was combination of sbsence of sufficlent training facilitlies
including planes and the necessary fuel for training.

- <o “hen d1d the fuel rrortage first inflvence the training?
Ae Larly 1943,

e 'hen he was in the Havy Department, was ke on sny Csmpalen
nlang?

Ae @ was not in orerations rlanning, he wes in Su -ly-Crdnsnece.
;e (08 he rsve any Information concerning tha Corsl “ea Battle

7=8 tugust 1942 or the operstions of the SUOVANY and ZUIFAKA
or SHOHUY

r

fe e can't explein snything clesrly on that, he doesn't rave an-
informstion,

o “hst type of aetion reports were submitted following the
battle of ¥IDV:iY,
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A, He sent 2 messsge on the casualties, nothing writter except
the radlo report, DBy word or mouth to the Combined Fleet

Staff,

J1id the ralde on Japar when he wes in the Puresu affect his

Yo
surply requirements?

A. Tre ehief difficulty he hed in ordnasnce wes to obtain ships
to send the suprlies out,

e hat caused the seareity of ships?

A, He got no feports except that the stuff d!dn't get there
and is eclearly of ‘he opinion th-t it was o combination of
planes end submarines thest sunk the ships,

Ce How dgeg-ware alrcraft anti-submarine depth charges set to
go oif

Ae Albout 30 meters, maxisum,
e low much were they normally set for?

e % to 1C meters.
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