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SKETCHES IN INDIA.

CHAPTER 1.

PROVINCE OF ROHILCUND.

Dec. 1st. Tue Camp crossed the Ganges—
the horses, camiels, and equipages perform-
ing the passage in boats, and the elephants
swimming the stream, The ferry presented
a glorious scene of bustle and confusion,
the horses fighting, like tigers, in the boats,
and even kicking each other into the water ;
camels roaring and blubbering, and resiéting
every effort, soothing or forcible, of their ser-
wans to inducé them to embark ; and when
some of these ungainly, though useful brutqé
were persuaded to emulate the fabled bear,

they not unfrequently blupdered in on one
Vor. 1I, B
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-side the boat, and out on the other fnto
the river‘; where they stood answering with
helpless bellowings the execrations of the
serwins and maungees, who, equally helpless,
quickly resorted to mutual recrimination, fol-
lowed by a brisk fusillade of abusé, of which
the fathers, mothers, and even collateral kin-
dred of the principals were sure to come in
for their full share. .

The trajet of the elephant, that ¢ wisest of
beasts,” is the most easily effected. The sage
animal, on arriving at the river side, is divested
of his burthen, which is sent across in the
boats; on a hint from the mohout he steps
into the stream and wades or swims through
ihe element whiclt he delights in, and on the
otLer bank again patiently receives his load.
Id swimming, the elephant’s trunk is alone
seen above water. The mohout directs_his
course kneeling or standing on his back.

Soon after our arrival in camp, & party of -
nine started withl aTie of sixteen «lephants
to try for a tiger; but our endecavins were
eompletely frustrated by the extrema thick-
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ness of the covert. We did not get sight of
a tiger the whole day, although on several
occasions the elephants showed by their un-
easiness that we were close upon one, and we
found their footmarks on the sand of every
rivalet. 'We had, however, very tolerable
“sport with' deer, wild-hogs, and black game.
Two days after, we encamped under the
walls of the Mussulman town of Amroah,
-which, though now in ruins, bears the appear-
ance of having been formerly a large and
populous city. The country in the immediate
neighbourhood is spread out in wide tracts of
cultivation, and extensive groves of fine trees;
amongst which are scattered here and there
the picturesque remnants of mosques and
tombs, memorials of the once warlike and
powerful Patins. As we rode past the walls,
amongst the numerous groups of the idle inha-
bitants, who assembled to gaze at the English
cavalcade, I scarcely saw a single Hindoo.
The gay raiment of the Mahommedan, with
its various and flaunting colours, appears to

great advantage over the plain white garb
B 2
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of ‘the less'showy'-disciple* ot Brihitid; mdre
particularly in groups: " Thé walls of Ainroah
and''the | road-sidé 'weréIdotted! itht little
pa.rties ‘of these gracefhl’ 'ble'ickguards;flﬁvﬁo
stood, sat, and lounged in attitudes as'natural
to their supple forms and|elegant 'drapery,
-as they are incompatible with' the stiff joints
and stiffer costume of English figures. Each
group' gppeared as if it had beéﬁ'pre'v"iouSly
drilled by some posture-maker for a ¢ tableau?’
An experienced eye may readily distinguish
individuals-of the two sects Mussulman and
Hindoo, by a certain rakish, ¢ devil may caré’
air' in the former, strongly contrasting with
the placid and orderly démeanour of the
latter tribe. Ir¢ -some instances, however,
where the dress and manners may have gra-
dually assimilated, there is still preserved
one characteristic mark—the vesty of the
Islamite is uniformly open on the left breast,
and that of the Hindoo on the right.

From Amroah two marches, through a
pretty ' country abun.dahtly provided 'with
shady groves, brought us to the town of
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- ‘Moradahad.| It, isa considerable. place, and
ithe streets :and, bazaars, are betterscavenged
.than mast natiye towns are,,. The population
i jalmost,, exclusively. Mahommedan. , The
iEnglish.cantonment, in which a native infan-
try,zegiment is quartered, is prettily situated
,amic}’ Tuxnriaptjtrees, round an open parade-
.ground.. The chief duty of the troops is the
-guard, of 1thé gaol, wherein there are jncarce-
rated no fewer than eighteen hundred, native
convicts. These are condemned to work, in

" ichaips, on the roads: but,]I,fancy gheirr la-
bours do not extend much beyond the gravel
walks of the magistrate’s garden, for‘ﬂ:lq roads
through which we have jolted for,the last
three days seem perfect strangers to the
spade and pickaxe.

In the evening I strolle¢ to see a house
near th.e town which, many years ago, as [
was informed, proved the city of refuge to
the Europeans of this station. Mr. Leicester
“was collector of revenue at Moradabad, and
at this isolated spotwas only supported by
ifive companies of Sepoys; when one n‘ight
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the c_antonmenté were surprized by a sudden
attack of some thousar;d Mahratta cavalry,
headed by the famous Holkar, in' person.
Mr. L. threw himself, with his Sepoys, ints
“this fortified house, which was fortunately
provided with- a deep ditch and a wall
flanked with miniature bastions, and had just
time'to secure- himself in his little strong-
hold, when it was beset by the enemy: The
garrison succeeded in keeping the besiegers
at bay, until Holkar, hearing of the mnear
approach of Lord Lake, who was in pursuit

of him, was obliged to draw off his troops
from the blockade.

' The "following’ morning, Head-quarters
pursuing its flying tour, passed the river
Ram-Gunga, and encamped six miles from
its left bank. This little stream proved quite
‘a Berigina to our camp-followers ; though the
scene of confusion on its banks was rather”
mirth-provoking than horror-striking. The
only ‘boat had’ been rendered useless by a
cdmel having put its foot through the bottom. -
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Kuranshees and: hackeries *,‘full of women
and baggage, were stizzking fast in the quick-
sands; and many of them, capsized in the
ri.irer, poured forth: their contents, living or
inanimate, into* the water :  whilst the ladies
themselves—unused to play the naiad—
picked their way, with well-uplifted pyja-
mast, to terra firma, reviling in no very choice
terms ‘the gaucherie of their garrgevwéns
(charioteers), which had exposed their well-
curtained charms to the vulgar gaze, and
their silken dresses and tender limbs to
the “chilling stream —and on & December
morning.

I remained behind on my elephant to
witness ¢ the fun,’ and had the satisfaction
of seeing my property, carried on the backs of
camels—well styled the *ships of the desert,’
—accomplish the passage, high and d;'y;
whilst sundry cart-loads of office records and
other impedimenta were immersed in the
deep.

The portion of Rohilcund, through which

* Native vehicles. + Trousers.
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we ' are \qow! joﬁpneying,. isiwidtered.ibylimany
-s't‘rt:,;aﬁ‘l's,‘r andr muchiadorn ed/«by»ibeautiful
- toples of Miangos-and ‘other~treesst These
lgroves;so refreshing to the sun-worn .fravelle.r',
havé beén for''the most: part.béquéathéd -to
“posterify by rich’ nativeés } amongst'whom .it
'is; 'or ‘was) before our reign, ;thé’:»cust.qni to
~leave behind them some monument of public
utility, such-as 'a tank; well;; orvgrove ;—an
inculcation of their 17_e1igion, whiech, if it does
not tend to benefit their own souls; is at.least
highly advantageous to the bodies of their
descendants."*N!The,topes are usually planted
in regular seried'of avenues, along the luni-
brageous alleys of which the camps of travel-
lers in.the hot season are erected.
o
. iThe. next day we crossed the small ‘river
Kosila, and on the left bank encountered the
! Nawaub of Rampore, who came in state ‘to
welcome the Commander-in-chief to his' do=
Cminions. - On meeting, this prince - entered
: Lord-Combermere’s houdah, and; ‘instead:of
the usdal embraces, shook hands & I’Anglise. .
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He:aﬂ'eétsLAnO*hclsmm m‘ny other points, an
' ladsumption’byino: mieansirare among Mussul-
‘matipotentatesi;.but the commixture of Bri-
tisk and mativermanners: seéms, as unnatural
«as thétblending :of] oil and water : the ill-sus-
tained attempt at John Bullish cordiality soon
‘sinks:out of sight, and the frothy pomp .of the
'Méhqmme;iém;ﬂoats' again to 'the surface.
‘His dress:was a’singular mixture 'of splendour
-and .bad,faste, consisting of a black velvet
ssurfout, richly  embroidered. in gold—such as
ionél might imagine Talleyrand to have worn
‘at the Congress of Vienna—upon which he
-had stuck. several rows of the Honourable
Company’s livery buttons, displaying the
rampant lion' -upholding the crown: This
chef d’ceuvre was, as he assured us, perpe-
.trated by an English tailor at Calcutta. His
-head was adorned by an unique-looking head-
piece, in form something between a cap of
-maintenance and the pinnacle of a Chinese
pagoda, Several carriages of British fashion
-and manufacture followed, in. the cavalcade;
the most remarkéable of:-which was a barouche
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drawn by a pair of young elephants, beauti-
fully -caparisoned. His cab would have put
to shame all its fellows in Hyde-park ; ‘it was
of the most approved architecture, and the
hood was of black velvet, enriched with deep
gold embroidery.

The Nawaub of Rampore is a stout, vulgar-
looking man, of middle stature, and deeply
marked with the smallpox : he is an ardent
sportsman, and is accounted the best ball-
ghot in India. He bears the character of
a drunkard and spendthfift; and, owing to

isrule and neglect of business, his kingdom,
which if well managed should produce twenty
lacs per annum, scarcely affords him a re-
venue of one-fourth of that amount.

In the evening Lord Combermere paid the ‘.
usual compliment of returning the visit, when
the ordinary ceremonies and entertainments
were put in vogue. The audience-hall, where
we were received, 18 of eastern architecture,
but sPIendi:‘lly, though heterogeneously, fur-
nished wifh mirrors, chandeliers, &c., from
England. The presents which were offered -
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at ‘t}:e close of the sederunt to his Excellency,
were strictly characteristic of the Nawaub’s
sporting reputation : a pair of powder-flasks
formed of the tusks of the female elephant,
richly carved ; a sylvan, pic-nic chair, made
entirely of stags’ antlers: an enormous ele-~
phant’s tooth, about eight feet in length, and
a stupendous pair of buffalo’s horns.

‘We only passed twenty-four hours at Ram-
pore, and on the third day our camp was
pitched near the village of Futtygunge, on
the very plain where, some five-and-thirty
years ago, a British army under General Aber-
crombie gained a hard-earned victory over
the Rohillas. It is related that at the com-
mencement of this battle the scales of Jove
long hung doubtful ; the enemy’s cavalry even
got into our rear, and cut to pieces sip‘z com-
panies of infantry. Within eyeshot of the
action we had some thirty-thousand native
allies, in the troops of the Nawaub of Luck-
now : but the Rohillas, being looked upon as
the' most determined fighters in India, theée
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grafty, cold:blooded.. auxiliarigs. did mot. hold.
if, copvenient to interfere in; the,affray, until
pne of . the ;pringipals had achieved a dgcided
superiority;,; Accordingly, they; held; aloof,
until the British, though sorely knpcked, abaut,

had p.roved themselves the better men ; ,and
then, like the fabled fox, they rushed in, ,qnd
bore off the chief part of t’hé".s‘p'oil,. JAs a
counterpoise to this base act, ;however, they
did the British the distinguished: honour {9
.pbgngt‘e tAl}_e name of, the village, which beheld
their ;exploits, .from: Beetora to Futtygunge,
the { place, ot yictory . v

...In thejevening I strolled, out to- visit .the
monument raised by government. in memory
of. those whg fell. .It is of obelisk form,, and
stands qn a.small mound, the’ only elevition
iq)tl]:_jslvasﬁ plain, on which point 'of.,vantqge
the enemy’s guns were ranged, and afterwards
taken.- The names of fourteen British officers
are. ;‘ec?rded on the ¢stéried stoney’ zfmong
yhom were three commanding oﬂicers of regi-
ments—a sou of one.of .these now commands

Lord,. Qombermeres infantry escort. I met

¢ rbdy
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-him! reftirﬁ‘it'xg’ t6m 'hi ‘fathiei's §'grive: § With

What - intetise’ $htefest fmust' hé have' content
plated{’thé spo‘é "6 ~which his. 's1re,‘ U miost
mtrepldl solfher, dlstmgulshed hnnself 'and
penshed | This'officer is' described hs havmé‘
possessed uncommon personal strength: when
é&rrou‘nde'ci"By"i'overwhelming’ numbers, he
Sléw several of 'the enemy, until his treacher-
éus ‘siword “Shivered in his hand, and ke fell
cbvéred with wounds. "

" 'Within a stone’s throw of this p'laiﬁfand
sifiiple monument rises the carved and ‘mind-
retted tomb of two illustrious Rohilla ‘chiefs
who fell in the action, bravely léading their
cavalry to the charge. Our cavalry béhaved
mfamous]y on the occasion: on the'first onset
of the enemy, Ramsay, who commanded fhem
turned his horse .and fled with his h‘ooPel‘s
at his heels leavmg the flank of our line e
Tairr To this base desertion may* be ‘attrit
buted the great, carnage which took *place’iin
our right wing; and here the'dashing Rohilla
chiefs ended thei¥ career ifi'the'midst 6f'ofit
broken ranks.’ Pait of cur’ rhﬁa&ﬁ&“@a%ﬁ‘&
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was rallied, and bronght back to'thefield by
two subaltern officers : the recreant comman-
der awaited not the judgment which. would
have overtaken him, but fled to America.

The editor of the ¢ Naval and Military Ma-
gazine’ mentions that this same officer was
afterwards employed by Napoleon in the com-
missariat department.

The next day Head-quarters arrived at
Bareilly, a considerable town, and a civil and
military station. On the road we were met
by the Governor-general’s Agent, Mr. Haw-
kins, who escorted the Commander-in-chief
into camp. The town appears to be tolerably
populous, and ‘the bazaars presen’t the pros-
perous confusion and buSy bustle of success-
“ful traffic. Bareilly is chléﬂy noted f01 the
manufacture of house, furniture, par tlcularly
chairs and tables, which, though pamted and
gilded very handsomely, are 1ema1ka'b1y cheap.
Chairs, hlghly ornamented, are sold for thirty-
five rupees‘ or three pounds tep shillings a
dozen.



Ch L] DOUGAN’S HORSE. 15

In the afternoon we had h very pretty re-
‘view. of ¢ Dougan’s cox.'ps of Irregular Horse.’
The yotnig and handsome commander, who
had exchanged the scarlet and gold-stiffened
mummy-case of the A.D.C. for the graceful,
easy-flowing Mussulman vest, was prevented
by severe illness from attending: nor did
the youthful soldier, who had just attained
the acme of his ambition—the command of a
cavalry corps-—ever spring into his saddle
again. On visiting my friend, whose sick:
ness was alleviated and his love of life aug-
mented by the presence of a blooming bride,
I found the grim livery of death already im-
pressed upon his handsome features. He
spoke c,heehndy and confidently of his reco-
very.: and in a fewlw eeks he was in the grave
--—Wh1thel two others of my brother aides-de-
camp had already preceded him.

The rggunent colleétwely did not perform
50 well as Skmner s Horse: individually, how-
ever, the men were equally expert in the
spear and matchlock exercise, and in feats of
horsemanship. The Adjutant, Capt‘ain An.
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derson, played for some time:in' front. of.the
regiment' with one 'of:d'the-xn‘atiir‘e rofficers, 1a
very -expert spearman, and.strucknhis man
the three first blows, displaying-the utmost
equestrian skill and knowledge-of. his-wea‘p.on.
He rode with the strength of an Englishman,

and the grace of an Indian: His Mussulman
antagonist, as I was informed, was on. one
occasion brought into the arena of:the Meerut
riding-school, to try his powers with the best
lance of his Majesty’s Sixteenth ‘Lancers;
when the latter was obliged to confess that
the -Asiatic had him, quite at his mercir,
through the superior length and handiness of
his spear; and, he might havg added I sus-
pect, the moré’ perfect manege of' his horse.

This latter point ‘of superlorlty i doubtless,
brought about by the severe fhough llght bit,

and the still lighter -hand, with Wthh ‘the
natives break and ride€ thelr horses Unlike
the ponderous. English cavalry bit, it does not
oppress and deaden the mouth when the rein
is slackened; and the tenderest touch of it
throws the steed much more immediately
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upoon-his.ghaunches than ,cpuld: be accom-
‘plished1 by the.massive piece of mechanism
with which eur. horses are-gagged. 'The soft,
deep rsaddle, 1too, and short. stirrups.of the
Indjan, are'much more adapted to equestrian
exploits than the nairow, slippery.saddle and
long seat of thie English cavalier. _

The. most difficult of the feats that I saw
this' day practised was the following. A tent-
peg is driven by a mallet some eight or ten
inches into the earth, so firmly that the
strength of two men.w_ould not suffice to draw
it out. The horseman, holding his spear. re-
versed.in the rest, rides at full speed past the
object, drives his weapon into the tough wood,
drags’ it 01.1t of' the earth, and brandishes
it -aloft, émld the cheering plaudits of the
sPectatmse ‘We have seen the cavalier suc-
cessful; let us now follow the bungler’s career:
he places his spear in the rest, and comes
thundering down direct upon the object; his
horse swerves, he ’makes his coup, thé peg
stands scatheless, the ferule of the spear,

plunges.deep -in the earth, whilst the reverse
Vor. I1. $C )
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end strikes the,ill-starred rider a violent blow
on the back, of. th(,a,heaud,‘ and brings, him to
the ground, amid shouts of laughter from the
crowd. I should premise that, this feat is per-
formed with the butt of the spear, which. is
furnished with a strong, sharp, steel ferule:
The greatest adept at the exercise only suc~
ceeded twice in five courses.

* When the regiment marched past the
General, it was preceded, in plaée of a
band, by a company of mounted singers,
who chanted verses in a monotonous, but
not unmusical key, accompanied solely by
kettledrums,

On the present occasion they sung to the
praise of the Commander-in-chief,—no doubt
delicately adverting to his Bhurtpore exploits
—Dut the usual subjects of their $trains are
trinmphant recapitulations of the warlike
achievements of the regiment, and exhor-
tations Yo future acts of glory—mugly after,
the “Fashion’ of Tyrteeus, the great elegine
poet, who, by his spirit-stirring war-songs,

spurred, on the Lacedemonians to conquest..”
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In thevevening' Mr,'Hawkins entértainéd
the Héad-quartbrs party with a grand dinner,
at which was' displayed ‘a magnificent service
of plate] the same that was presented at the
epoth ‘of Lord Amherst’'s embassy, by his .
Majesty of England to the Emperor of China;
but which that cautious, self-sufficient poten-
tate declined accepting. It was Sold at auc-
tion, and purchased by the present princely
proprietor. Although profuse and prodigal
in some points, Mr. H, has not, if report
speaks true, altogether neglected 'to provide
for his declining years: yet in spite of the
handsome sum which rumour announces as
the amount of his thrift, he does not, I be-
lieve, meditafe a return to his native land.
Indeéd it has always been a matter of marvel
to me, hp\fr any man, after passing the best
years of his existence in India,—accustoming
himself to its splendid estthqhments and
inert 1Lxur1es, and playing the dedpoi 'u%mnd
a’ crowd of fawning, cringing dcpend'mtb,
can complacentily settle down to a youtger

brother’s mediocrity in England, and school
c2
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s didoRaeed Ypieal! o™ the conkehtit dygred!
Son WHEHL it tngidl! put up: Seith Fedtn e 1.
dEpendéng, Nibérty and-equality bibitiuss of
English* servants, and the Engliéll Tower
orders' it “general,—not to’ mention the’ 'pro-
bable Hissoiution, or at least relaxition’ of the
ties which attached him to home, and 'the
formation of new ones in the land of his pil-
grillna_l‘ge.

"

The next morning we rode to see Mr. Haw=
Kins’s country-seat, c¢alled Cashmeré, about
£V Yililes' from his town residence. It i$'d
pretty -I!)iace’ 'surrounded by gfounds which
miglll't ‘éisily be made very park-like: but
the''beatity of the whole is marred by the
{urf having been ploughed up, for the sake of
é{jpaltry crop of grain, under the* very win-
dows of ‘the palace,—for such it may be st;;fle(]..
We -did' not view this Trianon of Bareilly
tindet the ;nost favourable auspices ;ufor.ﬁé
sth#fed 1 die of those we]i-nigh .choking fogs,
Whi¢h are comimon to the cold weathet morh!

filgs! hnd had 'returned fo camp Tohg' before
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the sun had driven his mlSt antagonist . from
CLNIGI0) i n» (- LahaAn-1 -

tl‘lﬁ fare of papure., Blltlthl)S”IlS only one of

the many rambles i }’n search of the, pictu resque

that I lgla'\;e“made in Indla duunfr thc cool‘
season, ] in which my hors_e s ¢ d@\v-bqspl;errl‘t
e'us1f’01med the  utmost, distance of thg pro-
specm

Having passed two pleasant days at Ba-
reilly, we resumed our march towards 'Futty‘-
ghur,on the 13th. On the 14th and 15th we

pcamped at another I‘uttygpnge, and at
village called Burra-Muttanah. . The fo.lmer
place is, perhaps, the spot whele in the reign
of Mr. Hastings, the Rohilla sa\tyap H{aﬁ_z
Rhamut lost his life and his country, jin a
game at soldiers with the combined forces of
Oude and the Company. It is left for me to
celebrate the latter place by the following
encounter. On our journey this morning, an
enormous wild boar crossed the line of march
duectly before the Commander-in:chief’s

horse and btl‘uCk into some fields of cotton

Vite TeNL

Apd other high crops. Snatching ong, of the

1
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Hurkarahs, halberts—a very, inefficient. wea-
pon by the bye—and followed by the two
cavalry orderlies, I spurred, after, him, and
was close at his heels when he dashed into a
thick cate of sugar canes, inaccessible ‘to
horsemen.

Some idle camp followers; being attracted
to the spot, entered the cate 'to -expel the
animal by their shill outcries, whilst I posted
myself, en vidette—like the Don waiting. for
the attack of the lion—at the further coi‘ner.
I was in the act of speaking to one of the
orderlies, when a sudden crash through the
canesg, and a savage grunt close to me, was
followed by as'sudden a rear from my horse,
who entertained quite a Mahommedan anti-
pathy to swine, dead or alive. The hog
passed under his lifted fore legs, and in a
trice I found myself sprawling on the earth
with my little Arab rolling by my side, whilst
my successful foe, satisfied with having made
me ‘vider les argons,’ pursuezl his career,

mercifully abstaining from bringing the com:

|||||



Ch.1.] JELLAHABAD. 23

the  dust from my person, and my spear at
uny retreating' antagonist,” with a muttered
threat of retribution. Accordingly I had not
been three hours in ¢amp before, Meleager-
like, I assembled three or four good spears to
Jjoin in my crusade against the far-famed boar.
We beat diligently but fruitlessly for some
hours; and I had time to digest the venom
of my spleen during a ride of twelve miles.
The crafty hog had, no doubt, saved his
bacon by a forced march from the scéne of

b
his success..

The following morning we passed under
the walls of Jellahabad, a ruinous fortress of
inconsiderable dimensions; but surrounded
by a lofty mud parapet, formidable bastions,
and a deep fosse. It was built—as I was
informed by a melancholy-looking old man,
one of the few inhabitants—by Hafiz Khan,
about seventy years ago—probably the same
Rohilla chief whose death I have lately re-
counted. Like most other small native forts
In ‘the British dominions, the fortifications
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Hves eentoaltsWed itd/ betviie thezpréyrof
timey the'Corivpany’d monopolytof ! power:in
indiar preclidingthe neceddity=vhich: for-
hiesly ' etisted Lof ! every i petty town'i being
furnished ‘with!‘defericés’ dgainst -the sudden
httacks of the numerous' predatory hordes,
which infested the country. -*Allittle beyond
Jellahabad, we crossed the rivelt Ramgunga,
aiid -éricamped on its western/bank!

o~{Dec: 17th.  Marched to the town of Imraut-
Pporkyithroughi -a country spread for: many
glirrdunding '1éagues with one sheet of luxu-
cirnkrenltiviitioh, interspersed with beautiful
*'a'nd'-*;&hciéni' mango groves. In the rainy
keakoit: this tich and fruitful tract is scarcely
habitable or passable; the whole country be-
tween the Ganges and Bareilly, exhibiting
orie vast lake of water. These inundations
contribute greatly to fertilize the land. Dur-
ing this: morning’s journey, we diverged a
good ' deal from the¢ line'of march, accom-
panied by the Head-quarters falcon resta-
blishnient, tand enj‘oyed some' more than
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usugllygood sport.. With,the| long-winged,
soapingy )JPh’&ll‘eé,u ,we(,had A [best,-speed; crallop
ofifounisniles, after, @ black (ecurlewr—a, bird
gives! flights almost- equal to the herop—and
-thé)/bhauses; - oi':short-winged, killed f01 us
a-couple of wild.geese, some teal, and several
partridges., 'This species of hawk does not
soan;shut darts, from the wrist with the speed
of lightning,:dand seldom fails to strike its
quarry within two hundred yards—generally
inr;aulﬁl'lch shorter distance, . We had also
some, amusing sport with angther,.kind of
falcon; of which, I believe, I have not made
mcntion. It is a very small bird; perhaps
barely s0 large as a thrush, and its p;ey, is
proportioned to its strength. It is'flown at
quails, sparrows, and others of the feathered
tribe, of the like calibre. The mode of start-
ing it is different from that used with any
other hawk. The falconer holds the little,
well-drilled savage within the grasp of his
hand, the head and tail protruding at. either
opening, and the plumage carefully smoothed
dosn. .. When he arrives within twenty. ot
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thirty yards of the quarry, the sportsiman
throws his hawk mtach as' he would a
cricket-ball, in the direction of it. The
little creature gains his wings in an instant,
and strikes the game after the manner of
the bhause.

There is a queer tribe of gregarious little
birds, common in India, which afford very
laughable éport with the above-described
hawk. They are usually found in a chatter-
ing fluttering congress of ten or a dozen, at
the foot of some baubul tree ; where the little
busy-bodies are so absorbed in the subject
under immediate z;gitation, that the falconer
may approach within six paces of their noisy
court of parliament, ere they entertain a
thought of proroguing it. In the heat of the
debate, down comes the little hawk (like
some Cromwell) into the midst of the asto-
nished assembly, and begins to lay akout
him right and left; when strange to say, the
whole tribe set upon him, unguibus et rostris,
and with a virulence of tongue as manifestly .
vituperative, to a discerning ear, as if .it were
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couched :in ‘words. In thé dust of the con-
test the sportsman Yruns.wup,!and all’' the
party take iwing, exceptidome two ‘or three
unfortunates; who,: having .caught a tartar,
lie fluttering in the clutches of the feathered
tyrant.

~ The camp was pitched the next day on
the left bank of the Ganges, opposite to the
town of FFuttyghur, which is situated about
a, mile from the other bank, and, with .its
numerous respectable buildings embosomed
in fine groves, presents a very handsome
appearance. .

, The march of intellect, -which seems to
occupy so much of the interest of the Eng-
lish newspapers at this period, is evidently
rapidly extending itself to these distant re-
gions; as is, I think, happily illustrated by
the following note which I have just received
from a native of rank at Futtyghur. Few
of his compatriots have hitherto reached that

«climax of civilization, an invitatory billet to
« dinner ;+~
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 “ Nawauh Moonfgsim oo Dovlal xeavests
the honour,of Captain M. company o, iny
ner on, &c, »,t0, meet his Exqellgqc the y(}om-
mander-in-chief.” .

The genfleman, in question can, however;
afford, better proof than this trifling note of
ceremony of his intellectual attainment§

e R O Y A T I it i £
being accounted one of the most, enlightened

and liberal-minded natives in India,

_ Dec. 19th, Early this morning, the 1;“-;.]'1}’1
Ganges once more received upon her glitter-
ing;besom -the five,thousand members of the
Head;quarters camp. On reaching the op-
posite bank, we mounted our horses and sped, -
intg" the  town+of Futtyghur, where a press-
ing invitation to breakfast from the N‘.él“’allb'.
Moontezim ood Doulah, alias Hakim Mendes,
greeted our party. On the threshold of his
palace,—which it is just a year since we
crossed, on our journey northwards—the
Commander-in-chief was received by the ve;, |
nerable ,nqbl,e,ﬂwnth that dlgnlﬁed and gens=#»
tlemanly: courtesy, for which well-born Muyse, «
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sATHANE iFEErdl) andl’ B NASalil ‘it ‘par-
tietlat) a¥e didtinguished. ‘Hib House'T'have
alreadly'dedetibd ad Handsomé in ‘s~ archi-
tecture and proportions ; but furnished in an
inéongistent 'and hetérogeneous fashion. The
fable was' weil served; and, on the remioval
of the ‘éloth, nlimerous costly nick-nacks of
Il’i’éiléll'niali&fééture,.such as coo-coo clocks,
musical-bo'ziieiz‘s, &c¢. — for which ‘the natives
entertain a great passion—were displayed for
thle Amusement of the company. ‘
"Thé memoirs of our host would; I imagine,
p'r‘e'sént a pretty fair delineation ‘of tlie life of
eastern courtiers in genetal; ekcept, 'indéed,
that, by some lucky combination of Ciftur?
stances, or by the progress of intellect—whicl
has taught men o respect the seat of ittelléct—'
the Hakim has been enabled, in his disgrace,
to keep his head upon his shoulders. By his
distinguished talents he raised himself to the
. Vizierate of Oude under Sadut Ali, which
office he long held; but, as the tenute bf
®hinisters in the favour' of their patrons i

| '
* often ephemeral 'and insecure; hé'wds ip-
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planted in the king’s good will-by!a' knave;,
and -condemned to an-honourable banishment
as governor of .some frontiér province. In
this appointment his abilities pouted-an i
crease of revenue into the royal treasury;
whilst, at the same time, -his own cassette
waxed heavie;'; and, when he finally took up
his residence at Futtyghur, he was accounted
a man of immense wealth., Of this he had
devoted a considerable portion to sundry pubs
lic benefactions, among which may be noted
a handsome bridge, built for the English go-
vernment at his own.expense. ‘
Of the extent to which the Nawaub carries
courtesy and good-breeding, the following
anecdote affords fair proof. On the occa-
sion of the marriage of a young relation, he
gave a grand entertainment, to which thé
English of Futtyghur _were invited. | In
the midst of the festival, a string of costly
pearls—doubtless as big as plovers’ egg'si‘-.--
worn by him as a necklace, broke, and the
precious’ beads rolled on the floor among the”
crowd ; an accident of which the Hakim did
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not take the'slightest notice until the break-
ing up of thé assembly, remarking, that- it
was not worth while to disturb the harmony
and ‘hilarity of the party for so tritling a
cause..

;Having here slightly sketched the bright
side of the Nawaub’s portrait, I leave to his
future biographers the exposure of the reverse.
In person the Hakim Mendes is tall and thin,
and slightly bowed by age; his complexion
fair ‘and pale, his features small, and their

~ expression that of cunning veiled and neu-
tralized by exceeding blandness.

At the conchision- of the breakfast, the

- Nawaub conducted us to a veranda opening
upon a grass-plot, where his stud of horses
was paraded, consisting of a showy assem-

blage from England, Persia, Arabia, Caubul,
the Deccan, &c.

\

Dec, 20th. A halt—review of the sixth Loeal
Horse, a corps accoutred A la Mussulmane,
and mustering about seven hundred men on

“parade. . After going through some skir-
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mishing manmuvrés, the usual practice. of the
spear, sword, 'and' maicéhlbck‘ Wras ‘displayed.
The' most amusing part’of 'theé spectacle was
the confusion of thie crowds of spectators, who
were suddenly put to tlie rout by the-whiz-
zing of the bullets, liberally and promiscuously
expended by these wild cdvaliers,' without
much solicitude as to their direction. The
regiment is commanded by Majbi!" Fitzgerald,
who obtained the appointment "in"reward of
an act of inti‘epicﬁty which, about eleven years
. since, saved the Eurépeans at Nagpore from
a hempen catastrophe, a fate ordained them
by the Rajah of Berah, wh® with.a nume-
rous army headed by fierce Arabs, had sur-
rounded the handful of an English force near
that place, with the resolution to exterminate
them.

The following account of the action 1 re-
ceived from oral authority, and not from au-
thenticated history ; should it be incorrect,
th"erefore, in the details, let my. informer pre-

«pare Lis broad shoulders for the onus. In-

deed, many of the historical anecdotes inter-
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...........

--after ihe manner of an mdolent, yet 1nqu1~
sitive traveller—more by asking questions
than by consulting.docun;lentsf, Having thus
turned king’s evidence against myself as an
au,t_hqr,iI; will proceed. :
+.The British, force did not exceed two regi-
ments of native infantry and four troops of
native cavalry, the lat'ter' commanded by the
then young Lieutenant Fitzgerald. Our men
had bravely resisted for some time, but were
falling fast from the repeated onsets of the
overpowering enemy, and from the discharge
of a numerous artillery, to answer whlch the
English had only two guns (and even these
shortly fell into the hands of the Mahrattas,)
when Fitzgerald at length remarked to ﬁle
commanding officer the utter hopelessness of
standing still to be mowed down without the
power of retaliation, and offered to try the
effect of a charge with his four troops. The
commandant refused to hear of it, and, on
our hero persisting, declared, that if he car-

ried his rash project into execution, it would
Vor, 11 D '
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, be at his own peril in case of failure, Insuch
an emergency, however, a court martial would
present few terrors .even to the most buckram
martinet : the gallant youth 'onlly exolaimed,
‘I accept the alternative!’ and, after a few
words of exhortation to his men; charged. at
the head of them through the centre of the
enemy’s thousands.

* The impetuosity and unexpectedness of the
attack produced a momentary panic among
the Mahrattas, who, opening out on all sides,
left. their artillery exposed. Fitzgerald saw.
his advantage, assaulted and overthrew, or put
to flight the ‘golundaze*, amd, dismounting
about forty of his men, turned the ,guns
against the ememy. But for this exploit, their
little party must have been quickly cut to
pieces: for the Arabs, recovering from the
shock, and becoming aware of their assail-
ants’ weakness, resumed the offensive, and
had nearly surrounded the three troops,
who were fighting desperately with their
young commander at their head, when the:

* Gunners, 3
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latter suddenly ordered his men to dis'pers&
and to're-form behind the guns, which were
§till in possession of the fourth troop. This
they accomplished, the enemy pressing so
close on their heels, as to cut down their rear-
most -horsemen ; and a tremenglpus fire was
iminediately opened, which checked the ca-
reer of their pursuers, destroying those who
pressed hardest on them, and spreading havoc
among their crowded ranks. By these means
the English’ retained . their . defensive "posi-
tion till night-fall; and in the morning a
lucky discord, by no means }1n'(:01nmon in
eastern armies, having arisen in the enemy’s
ranks, the two parties were thinking more of
cutting each other’s throats, than those of the
_ English.

Another interesting incident was related to
me of.a Lieutenant

, Fitzgerald’s junior
officer. He was described as a very power-
ful young man, and an expert and dashing
swordsman ; and in the affray many of the
adverse cavaliers had bit the dust under his

puissant blade. Among the rest he dismissed
' D 2
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tojihé il BasH AnciSt s grel bdsrded
Wai‘l‘ioij,"l&'hdl"vf'é‘s'[ ﬁghtmg‘”ﬁ’e go‘u&iow"ll’
" with' his'soh? ¥ Yound Kikb; By Hig'side. 'THe
English officer pursued his career in dtdrch
of fresh conquests; but the youth had seen
his’f‘ather fal.}l and, bent on pious vengeance,
followed his destroyer over the whole- field.
At length he came up with him, just as he
Sras retiring, the last among his troop, behind
the guns. They met for an, mstant the
Arab’s sword, urged on by revénge, plerced
the Englishman’s- side, and he fell from his
horse; whilst the appeased son, uttering a
shout of triumph, flew back to seek his sire’s
body.

This evenitig I attended a grand dinner
given by the Nawaub to the Commander-
in-chief. The ladies of our camp, and those
of the Station were present, and the party
sat down about forty in number. The re-
past- was served strictly" in English style;
whilst for those guests who had imbibed a
taste for eastern gastronomy, there was a

profusion of curries the most recherchés;
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pillaug of marrow, redolent with spices, and
tinged with saffron; ind kawabs, that might
have created an appetite  under the ribs of
death.’
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CHAPTER II.

ENTER THE DOOAB.

THE next morning Head-quarters was again
en route towards Etawar, a town on the
Jumna river, distant five marches from Fut-
%yghur. The fertile province between the
two great rivers is called the Dooab, a term
synonymous with the Mesopotamia of the
Greeks. Our first .day’s march, fourteen
miles, brought us to the village of Jehan-
gunge. The .Nawaub sent his hunting leo-
pards and a lynx to accompany us through
a country abounding in antelopes; and our
hawks were in high feather for the plentiful
provision of .game which we were rightly led
to expect in this beautiful district. Of the
latter sport we had this morning several good
specimens; but, as I have already described
the flights of the bheiree, bhause, and little
hand-hawk, it only remains for me to sketch
the peculiarities of the lugger, a bird of the
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long-winged order, whose exploits I witnessed
for the first time to-day.

A I;are, scared :from its form, crossed the
line of march at full speed, and the falconers
beihg at hand, a couple of the last-named
birds were flown at her. The lugger, being a
light hawk, has not sufficient power to st'op
the hare by one swoop; but, keeping just
above her, the two confederates alternately
stoop and strike her, in such quick succes-
sibn, and with such force, that the ‘timid
animal, being frequently rolled over by the
blow, becomes so alarmed and exhausted, that
she soon lies helpless, and is .taken by the
-attendants, In this instance the hare was
brought-to after running ahout three hundred
yards. The blow of the lugger, which is in-
flicted by the heel-tp,lon, must be very severe,
as the back of the animal was deeply scored
in several places, and stripped of its fur.

The wide-extending, lightly-fenced, and
level champaign through which we are now
marching, is particularly favourable to - fal-
conry: but the great numbers of old, forsaken
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spellsivliitHJarétiivigibleto] the! ridep:ubtil
Herig! clossdpon them, wénder théisporp dans .
‘gerovls! particiilatlyto the really! statin'chfal;
‘eotiet, whosé eyes are: too sagérly employed
it following his bird among the clouds, to see
fand Hvoid: thé datigers that lie ind avhit for-him
16n the earth: - cobnob tea e
"Bétween Futtyghur and Etawar my:journal
-présents little more ‘than a sporting diary; a
"chroniclé of ~damage done by 'our 'chetahsA
-améng-thé dntelope race’; an obituary of hé-
rons!Teuilews, /and  others of the feathered
tribefiwho/fell'ts the hawks. These I shall
pretérmit) sy presenting little of inovelty!or
variéty¢idnd linvite ‘my reader, without fir-
'thier éeremony, ‘to spend, Christmas-day with
fine at-Etawar,.a place, by-the-bye; as little
walculated! for hilarious purposes as can well
be imagined. This season of religicus exul-
tation and civil merry-making in England is
in India so little marked by any external de-
monstrations, that I am free to confess that mid-
'ﬂay was tieadifig on the heels of mgrmng ere
I was remmded that the. §acred anniversary

IS
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liadineafly half passedioverime, by the,distant
soundsef-thér wellrknewnis Ghaistmas, hymn,
played: by thdlnatiye; drummers;and fifers-of
the @scort,/whonwere; marching up,the street
of-the gei_mpirand; in return,for,t.hei_;-, rub-a:dub
wérsion ;of the Dbeautiful canticle; petitioning
at each tent-door for Christmas-buckshees®, or
IChristmas-boxes.'1 And-here 1 afford my dis-
" icerning, reader——if he'chance to be a specu-
ddtorion analogies of.languages—a wide scope
for his ingenuity, A\ How much: more satisfac-
Itory;iibecause how infinitely .move erndite,
{laboudred and far-fetched, than ,the,jcommon-
1placey method of deducing -the word, (is,the
-dérivation. here presented! :Let him, 1there-
'fore,-plirsue his philological labours through
»thél intricate yet evident relations which, con-
I'nect.the two expressions} with the consola-
-Itoi'y adsurance, that his solution, cannot be
.much more absurd than the theories of some

'h* A orlft —Tfisstr ange enough 'that Bishop Heber (wlmse inte-
Iyesting Journal 1 did not peruse until after my. retaiti t6-England)

h'as also remarkfd and recorded th)e ana,logy between Jthese two

wox ds 1 8pall take shelter, from the charge of plag1ansm, under
* Yhé well- known &po'[ogy of" M{-*Pﬁﬁ",' t T N
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of his precursors, who have been at such
pains to father some little innocent English
words upon Chaldee roots. Whilst he eml))loys
himself in tracing the importation of the east
ern word into Britain to the epoch of the
Crusades, or to the confusion of tor;gues at
Babel, if he pleases, I shall proceed to the.
hum-drum task of describing Etawar.

The town is large and flourishing, and there
still remain the ruins of an extensive fortress,-
The river Jumna runs within a couple of
miles of its walls : the country in the vicinity -
is ploughed up in all directions into pr(;found
ravines, by the violence of the rains; so that
it is almost impossible for the English inha-
bitants to indulge in eguestrian rambles—
their chief recreation in India—except on the
roads, which are much raised, and deeply
trenched on either hand. The cantonments
of Etawar contain five' companies of native
infantry, which may be considered a sort of
vidette force on the frontiers of the Mahratta.

*
e

Dec. 26th: Crossed the Jumna by a bridge
' ™
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of. boats prepared for us, and encamped 'ten
miles from its western® bank; near the village
of Budeaporé. The first part of the road
led -through a. labyrinth of steep and narrow
ravines, which greatly retarded the progress of
the bagéage; -and on two occasions the whole
line of march was brought to a stand-still by
the breaking down of a baggage-cart, and the
caprices of a restive camel. On clearing this
-intricate defile, we came upon the beautifully
wooded and highly cultivated tract of country
occupying the narrow interval between the
rivers Jumna and Chuinbul ; the grain produce
of which is consumed by the troops of Scindia.
The camp was, owing to the delay of the ma-
tériel among the ravines, obliged to halt the
next day; and we amused ourselves in hawk-
" ing the peafowl which abound in the Arrhye
Cates. - The bhause is used in this sport,
and the young peachicks, at which they are
usually flown, are, on the table, no bad repre-
sentatives of the pheasant.

The .follo_wing morning, Head-quarters
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grossed by a bridge of boats, construgted; £0F
the occasion ‘,,t]‘;‘e picturesque; river Chmpbuh
which d1v1des the British, and I\Ia,hr;:},t,ta,,’g”

n,toues. 5 and by sunrise, we,found onrselves
m. the do,mmlons of, Scindia. It was.with
feelings of mueh-emteal.l,r,lt,%rﬁ.s.t-’,.%ﬂdme}lr
sharpened curiosity,, that I prepared myself
to make-acquaintance with thig extraordinary
race of people, who have played. so greaf a
part in the modern history of India—this
horde of military mushrooms, -—Which like
the destructlve tare, took roof in an, obscure

1)l B

eel:nlel"‘of the vast field of Hmdostan, g}‘g)
dually extended its shoots, and finally sp}'_e'ed
1fs beleful sway over the greater part of the
immense Continent. The rise and progress
of the Mahratta power appear like a judg-
ment from Heaven, inflicted upon the tyran; -
n1es and enormities of the established despots
of the country. In the words of a late la-
mented soldler and statesman, ‘the Mahratta
$overnment has, from its foundatiorr, been the
most destructlve that ever existed 1n Indla

It never rehnqulshed the predatory splrlt o

IR ]
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16 foundst Sivages. | That! ‘éplrft \g:‘e\fﬁmn
ii‘s’f‘p'owefa 41t lwhen jtdl ehlplre exténded

o1 “Hié”’(}:c{ngéé tt the Cavaly, thi§ Hafion
Was: little 'bettér than - ar lmperlal horde"of
’thleveé All other Hindob Stdtes took" Igmﬂe
in” the"improvement of the- tountry, and in
the constructlon of pagodas, tanks, canals;
ahd othet puf)hd works. The Mahlrattas have
’done notfung of this kind—their work has
been chleﬂy desolation — they dld' not seek
t'helr revenue in the improvernent of the Gotuit
h%r',vllht in the exaction of the estabhshed
chout from their neighbours, and n pr reda {01y
'excursmns to levy more.’ oo e

Tﬁe strongest acknowledcment of tile| fz-'t_-
lents and character of Sivagee was pan’d to
him by the great Aurungzebe, in whose relgn
he died, and to whose schemes of 11111V61‘S‘11
conquest he had opposed an obstmate and
unceasmg barrier. On hearing of the Mah-
ratta founder s death, the Emperor excllalme(i
‘ 'll:‘hat man must, lndeed be a oreat %elwral
v‘vhl(') Iha‘cvl rthe mwnanlmlty to ralse a new

1) 11 A' ' ) i
kmwiom whilst''T 'have 'been iéb%ﬁfm'g to
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destroy all the ancient sovereignties of India;
my armies have been employed against. him
for nineteen years, and nevertheless his State
has always been increasing.” After Aurung-
zebe’s death; the Mahrattas, profiting by the
civil struggles of his sons for the succession;
greatly extended their power, and even ra-
vaged Delhi itself. _

After being a thorn in the side of every
native StHte, that turbulent race became 4
worm in the budding power of the Company. |
But that, which the crafty generalship and
countless reSources of Aurungzebe had failed
to achieve against the unassisted Mahrattas,

was at length accomplished by the yaldur of
the English; and the Mahratta armies, sup+
ported by the talents and discipline of the
French, were, after a long and obstinate
struggle, crushed by the instrumentality of
that genius, which was destined at a later
period to humble the pride of their Eurol.)ean
allies, even on their own soil.

The death-blow to the Mahrattas’ indgpeﬁ.
dence as a nation wag struck when they
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received a British subsidiary force at their
courts. The faith of a Mahratta is about
equivalent to the Punica fides of yore. No
treaty is with them inviolate. These sacred
compacts are known, proh pudor! to have
been -broken by more civilized nations ; but
some sophistry is always attempted in ex-
cuse by the rupturer. 'The Mahratta, on the
contrary, openly glories in his ill faith, con-
ceiving any scheme to overreachn enemy
excusable, and even praiseworthy.

The constitution of this singular Govern-
ment, in its days of prosperity, has been
aptly compared fo the Germanic empire. It
was &omposed. of two great principalities,
under Scindia and Holkar,—the progenitors
of the present incumbents —the component
parts preserving their connexion under.the
PeishWar, as one common supreme head.
The territories of Scindia are considerably
more extensive than those of his confederate.

Proceed we.—On the western bank of the
Chumbul we encountered Major Fielding,—
Assistant Resident at the Court of Scindia,—



48 SCINDIA'S TERRITORIES. [Ch.IL. -

who was accompanied by several Chiefs of
note, amongst others the Commander-in-chief
of the cavalry, and the Minister for Foreign
Affairs. They brought with them an escort
of a thousand horse; and a more ragamuffin .
crew dignified with the name of soldiers, I
never beheld. That their equipments are
mean and ill kept, and their doublets ¢ not
over new,’ is, however, not a matter of asto-
nishment~ since it is well known that the
troops frequently go for years without receiv-
ing a fraction of pay.

Every second or third year they mutiny ;
and Scindia pays them up, after deducting
about two-thirds of their allowance, for the
expense of keeping their accounts; paper,
ink, scribes, &c.,—a strong exemplification
of. Mahratta discipline and Mahratta good
faith. At first sight it appears strange that
soldiers should continue in a service, in
which they do not get their dues. They,
nevertheless, prefer it infinitely to ours, and
for obvious reasons. English discipline is
severe; theirs is lax in the extreme:' our
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sepoys, -though: they receive -handsome' afid -
regularly paid wages, get nothing beyond the
fixed stipend: whereas the Mahratta troops,
in default of pay, may seize by force ‘what-
ever: they covet from the defenceless ryot,
.without fear of .retribution. Major Fielding
informs us -that our visit to the country has
proved an -angel’s visit to the army, who
seized upon this opportunity to make orie - of
their periodical exactions of their dues, and
positively refused in a body:to turn out on
the important occasion of the 4British Coti-
mander-in-chief’s arrival at the Court, until
their arrears were paid up. The Maha Rajah
was thus constrained to draw froem his unwil-’
ling treasury no less than five lacs of rupees
for this purpose. .o

The personal appearance of the Malrattas
is mean and unprepossessing.  They ‘have
neither the fair stature and noble bearing of
the Mussulman, nor the delicacy of feature,
and elegance of figure of the southern Hin-
doo; and they appear to greater disadvantage

in our eyes, that we have just left the territo-
Vor. II. E
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ries of two of the finest races of people in
India, the Séikhs and the.Rohillas. Their
acknowledged character as brave and skilful
soldiers, however, amply makes amends for
their personal d:aﬁcie_nc,iexs.

The chief weapon of the Mahratta is the
spear, which is formed of the male bamboo,
and from twelve to eighteen feet long, He
is also skilful in the use of the matchlock.
The troops are for the most part mounted on
mares, which, although like the cossack’s
horse, lanky and ill-fed, are like him, capable
of going throigh a great deal of work,

Pursuing our march, we crossed another
small river, and found the camp pitched on
an extensive sand bank, enclosed by two
arms of the stream, and surrounded by deep
ravines. 'The red and white striped tents of
the Mahratta party were spread out on the
further banks ; and in a few minutes after our
arrival, their wild-looking steeds were pic-
queted around them, their long lances stand-
ing in upright clumps in the ground, and
every man, with a diligence worthy of a Ger-
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man hussar, preparing forage for his horse or
himself. In the afternoon the two ministers
of Scindia visited his Excellency, and pre-
sented to him about forty chiefs of the coun-
try, a rough, uncourtly crew, ° wearing a
swashing and a martial outside,” and armed
to the teeth with divers-shaped , daggers,
shields, and immeasurable swords. As they
severally approached to present their nuzzar,
they swaggered up with a rakehelly noncha-
lance of manner, most of which was perhaps
assumed for the occasion: one ¥ellow, when
asked by an officer of the Staff, if he under-
stood Persian, surlily answered, ¢ We are
soldiers, like yourselves, and understand little
else but fighting.’

Two marches brought us to a ruined for-
tress of some strength called Bhind ; and two
more to the fortified town of Gohud, where
the Commander-in-chief’s approach was
greeted by an ill-fired salute from the rusty
guns of the town wall, and the bastions of

the citadel. It is held by a Killardar for
E2
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Scindia*. The outer curtpin, which is of
mud faced. with stone, encloses a vast ‘en-
ceinte; and between it and the lofty com-
manding citadel, there are two other walls.
The whole place has a melancholy air of ruin
and desolation, though there are some few '
good  modern houses, particularly:that of the
governor. The country round about is barren
and stony, and in the immediate neighbour-
'hood of the town there are several rocky
elevations covered with stunted wood. The
contrast betlveen this desert and the richly
cultivated p’lains of .the fertile Dooab is com-
mensurate with that which exists between
the two governments presiding over them.
During the Mahratta war, Gohud, strong as
it appears, fell an easy prey to our armies:
a fact which was ascribed to the insuffi-
ciency of the garrison to defend so large
an extent of wall. We lost two officers in
the storm.

* The territory of Gohud and the fort of Gwalior were given up
to Scindia by the Company, in 1805.
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. Jan. 1st., therm. 6 a.m., 46°. The first sun
of 1829 broke with:difficulty through a. black
bank of clouds; which seemed to rest heavily
on the eastern horizon ; and we had scarcely
cleared the camp ere we were overtaken by a
violent shower of hail and rain. Satisfied
with having presented us with a gratuitous
bath, by way of new-year’s gift, the congrega-
tion of vapours suddenly dissolved itself, and
in an hour the firmament presented one ca-
nopy of untainted blue. As we passed under
the walls of Gohud, the Commander-in-chief
received a P.P.C. salute from the citadel, and
of so dribbling and unconnected a nature,
that we felt satisfied that most of the old
rusty guns, ‘ unaccustomed to public speak-
ing,” had burst in the operation.

We found the camp near the fortified vil-
lage of Behaderpore. -This stronghold is of
:small extent but very. lofty, and one of its
flanks overhangs a rapid stream, which has
S0 upde_rmingd its fguqda}i,onsi thgt“t(h(; recur-
rence of a few more rainy seasons must inevi-
tably bring it down,
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Whilst wandering near the village in the
evening; I discovered among the thickets an
old tomb, evidently not of eastern form ; and,
on examining it, found by an inscription that
it had beén etected to the memory of a com-
patriot, a Captain Hicks; who met his death
in 17813 but whether he fell in battle, or
died ingloriously, was not recorded.

The hext maich brought us to the hamilet
of Jenaira, five miles from Gwalior; where
Scindia court is at present held. Our camp
was situated in the Rumnah, or royal pre-
served parl;, which swarms with antelopes,
deer, and other game. 'The sportsmen of the
party were already, ini anticipation, spreading
havoc among them, when two shikkarees
came into camp, and represented that it
was the Maha Rajah’s wish that the preserve
should be respected ; a proclamation which
was immediately enforced by a camp order.
It afterwards proved that this uncourteous
game-decree had originated in a mistake. The
surrounding country, as far as the eye can
range, is dotted over with small hills, which,
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unconnected by any chaiti of heights, start
abruptly and independently out of the level
plain. In our front; five miiles distant, and
situated on one of these isolatéd eminences,
three or four hundred feet above the plain,
stands the formidable fortress of Gwalior,
unicommanded by any othet elevation within
gunshot, The flanks of the rock appear to
be escarped on all sides; the summit pei-
fectly flat and crowded with lofty buildings,
whose minareted outline is now strongly and
beautifully relieved against the ted sky of
sunset,

In the evening the Commarnder-in-chief .
held a durbar for the reception of the Prince
Hindoo Rao, the nearest male relative of the
Bye Sahib, or Queen Regent of the empire,
during the minority of the Maha Rajali: His
approach was first annouiiced by breathless
*hurkaras afmed with spears, aiid sobn con-
firmed by tlie distant jinglig of bélls, and the
dissotiant strains of trumpets and shawins;
and ﬁnaily by the glittering of the long
lances of his escort, consisting of a thousand
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cavaliers,-and thirty chieftains of rank. His
Highness’s mode of travelling was quite new
to us',':and“smacked more of the hardy warrior
than the luxurious eastern magnate.

~ Inplace of theusual silver-plated houdah,
half-filled with soft cushions,-his monstrous
and beautiful eleplant was provided with' a
kind of double saddle elevated high above
his back, and ornamented with 'costly hous-
ings. The prince rode astride on the front
part-of the saddle, with his feet in silver stir-
rups, and guided the animal with a long silver
ancoos, whilst the rearmost seat was octupied
in like manner by a favourite attendant, clad
in complete armour.

In front’of the durbar tent, Hindoo Rao
descended from his ‘e'lephant into a state
palankeen, in which he was carried to the
Shemiana or éntrance canopy. o

Here, ' contrary to the étiquette of other
native courts, he waited until all the Sur-
dars had been presented to his lordship,
after which he was himself introduced by
the commandant of cavalty. The whole
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party then ‘entered the great tent, and sat
around.
Hindoo Rao is'a short stout man, Wwith a

countenance indicative .of, courage and even

. ferocity. His manner towards the British

Chief was cool, haughty, and provokingly in-

different. Among his own people I was not

surprized to hear that he bears the character

of a vain, overbearing prince, and to his im-

mediate dependants, a cruel tyrannical mas-

ter. His attire presented an affected mixture

of magnificence and slovenliness : he wore a

red muslin turban put on puppyishly over one’
ear, and fastened, after the usual Mahratta.
fashion, under the chin with a silk scarf of
green and silver. Round his waist was a sash

of yellow silk, through which was thrust a

long straight sword with a yellow velvet scab-

bard, and an equally long sword-knot of green

silk fringed with silver. Massive gold brace-

lets and amulets were clasped round his arms,

and a necklace of about forty strings of yellow

‘beads ,adorned his thick, muscular throat.

Yet; under all these showy paraphernalia—
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ihstead of the glitterihg keemcali dress
worn by the rest of the chiefs—appeared
a pldin, coarse white cotton tumic ;' which,
with an evidently affected contempt for the
cold; was'left unfastened "at the neck, expos- .
ing the whole of his broad brown breast to
the sight. ’

After the customary Ccirculation of attar
and paun, Hindoo ‘Rao took ‘his departure,
without much abatement of his sulkiness.
His spleen had been, perhaps, a good deal
stirred up by his lardship’s refusal to accede
to the wishes expressed by the Regent, that
he and his suite should appear bare-footed in
the august presence of the schoolboy Rajah.
This point of etiquette was waived after some
altercation, and we aré to go to Court, like
soldiers, booted and spurred.

Jan. 3rd. At sunrise we all mounted our
Aelephants, and the prince having joined the
procession, we started for the British Resi-
dency. Our group. of elephants, escort, and
guard, were during the whole march comi-
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pletely surrounded and hemined in by the
swarms of horsemen, forming the suite of His
Highness. They marched totally without
order, and might be seen in straggling par-
. ties caracoling and circling their well-broke
horses, as far as the eye could reach. The
plain looked like a Birnam wood of spears!
It was impossible to avoid feeling at that mo-
ment, how completely we were &t the mercy
of da people who only & few years.back twere
considered the most lawless and unprincipled
marauders in India ; and who ihust up to this
period cordially hate’the sight of those white
fates and red coats; which put an end to their -
devastating piracies, atid reduced them to a
state of compatative dependence.

A heavy fog tinfortundtely came on as we
passed under one extremity of the frowning
fortress ; and we were only enabled to catch
glimpses of its perpendicular flanks at inter-
vals. The rock on which it stands appears
to be in length about one mile and a half,
and varying from half to a quarter of a mile
across. Its appearance, as it loomed through



60 SCINDIA’S TERRITORIES. [Ch. IT.

the ‘mist, was not unapily likened to the hull
of a huge man:of-war:: -

The town, for-it has gradually grown into
one, though it still retains the name of “Scin-
dia’s Camp,’ is spread around the base of. the
rock-fortress, and seems to cling to its gaunt
,I;ai'ent’s feet, as if for protection. Our camp
was pitched near the British Residency, about
four miles from Gwalior ; the house is badly
situated among.bleak, barren hills, with. a

_ forbidding prospect of arid plains studded with
rocks; but its interior is extensive and com-
- fortable ; arnld comfortable, indeed, ought the
residence to be of that English minister, who,
with half a dozen of his compatriots, is exiled
to a spot so little favoured of heaven, and .
amongst a peoplé so barbarous and unrefined.

At half-past two, his Excellency, accompa-
nied by the whole Staff, en graild costume,
proceeded “to pay a visit of ceremony to the
young Maha Rajah. We were all mounted on

.elephants, and preceded by the cavalry escort.
The road, for four ‘miles, was lined bX ‘the
Mahratta troops at extended order ; and they
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were; for. the most part,iwell mounted and
armed. The men appear to-have no particu-
lar uniform, buat the most usual costume is a
jacket of thickly-quilted cotton, which is proof -
_ against sword cuts, though it is penetrdble by
the spear or bullet. Some few of the officers
saluted the Commander-in-chief, but the
horsemen scowled sulkily at us as the caval-
cade passed, and. showéd no mark of cour-
tesy or respect. About halfway between our
camp and -the fort the Resident caused our
party to halt; as that spot had been 'diplo:
matically calculated to be the exXact distance
which the Maha Rajah, in consideration of
Lord Combermere’s rank as Commander-in-
. chief.and Member of Council, should advance
to' ‘meet us. His Majesty—doubiless -pur-
" posely—kept us waiting for half an hour; and
when at lenétll he did make his appearance,
there was so much preliminary conversation,
so much court by-play between the British
Resident and the Mahratta M. C., who were,.
perhaps, employed in exacting and refusing, de
part et d’autre, some paltry point of etiquette,
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that the sun, disfusted with the farce, went
down without witnessing the presentation.
The scene was, however, even to us who
had seen so much of eastern courts, novel
and interesting ; the ceremony striking, and
the locale very favourable for display. The
interview between the two chiefs took place
on a pretty extensive plain, half surrounded
by a crescent of heights, the view being sud-
denly terminated by the craggy and sombre
fortress of Gwalior. This plain was com-
pletely covered by the cavalcade of the Mah-
rattaﬁéoverelgn, whose glittering spears and
floating pennons we could distinguish even as
far as the foot of the rock 3 and each eleva-
tion-of ground was thickly thronged with
spectators. Every inveation of barbaric pomp
was lavished on the elephants and equipages
of the Rajah’s immediate suite, The ele-
phant of the Hindoo Rao, in particular, was
the most beautiful animal I ever saw, and
caparisoned in the most costly style; the
whole of his head and trunk was painted in

the richest colours ; he wore a deep frontlet
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of solid silver network, and each of his huge -
tusks was fitted into a sheath of silver richly
embossed ; massive silver chains encircled his
legs (which were about circumferent with a
forty-years’ oak-tree); large and sonorous
.. bells of the same metal depended from his
sides ; his ears were decorated with silver ear-
i'ings about six feet long; and his housings,
the fringe of which reached nearly to the
ground, were of velvet, embroidered in gold
" and silver. And here I should remark, that
the Mahratta elephants—at least those who
are merely used for the Suwarree—have a
style of gait and maintien peculiar to them-
seives, and are as superior in appearance
to ours, as the English thorough-bred racer
i1s to the earth-stopper’s hack. The Com-
pahy’s elephants, probably from having been
rode too young, and oppressed with burthens,
shuffle along with short steps, their necks
bent, and their heads hanging with the melan-
choly air of an Oxford-street hackney-coach-
Thorse. The Mahratta elephant strides majes-
tically along, his head elevated far above his
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shoulder, and his tusks standing out horizon-
tally, The chiefs pride themselves greatly
upon these animals, and take pleasure in
teaching them a variety of tricks. As the
procession passed one of the courtiers, who
was riding or driving his own beautiful little
elephant, he made it kneel down and salaam
with its .trunk, and then follow. the caval-
cade, still on its knees, for about one hundred
yards. '

As soon as Scindia had arrived within one
hundred paces of our party, he drew up his
elephant; ;and after the master of the cere-
monies had passed and repassed—(and tres-
passed upon our patience)—about twenty
times between the two great powers, a space
was cleared from the, curious Mahratta mobi-
lity, who seem to be endoweci with the same
propensity for staring and gaping as other
mobs. The two parties descended simulta-
neously from their houdahs, and confronted
each other, more like bitter enemies prepar-
ing to come to blows, than as friends meeting
in amity and concord. The old Comméindant,
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—with his triangular, kna&e-of-‘spades face—
then came forward, and, with the Resident,
led the officers of the Staff up by twos, to
be presented to the Maha Rajah, who—no
doubt well schooled beforehand—coolly and
indifferently returned our salaams. Maha
Rajah Mookub Rao Scindia,—the descendant
of the Peishwa’s slipper-bearer —is about
twelve years old ; and, for a Mahratta, a well-
grown, good-looking boy, though of unusually
dark complexion. He wore a dress of quilted
crimson silk, with pyjamas of gold keemcab,
and a plain crimson turban ornantented with
a diamond aigrette; pearls, emeralds, and
‘diamonds being . profusely disposed over his
whole person. As soon as the English Staff
had ‘undergone presentation, the Mahratta
courtiers were, to the number of forty, intro-
duced in like manner to the British Chief’:
some of them were very richly accoutred,
and others, on the contrary, most shabbily
and even squalidly- attired. There was one

ragged lord, in particular, whom, by his
Vor. 11. F



66 THE. MAHRATTAS. [Ch. 11.

greasy cotton jacket. and unreaped chin, I had
mistaken for one of the low-born multitude ;
and undér that impression, whenlie crushed his
way and his fat person, not ¢ perfuined like a
milliner,” before e, and thrust his long sword
over his shoulder into iny face, I struck his
toledo up, and pushed him back with my
elbow. He looked ten thousand daggers, and
.twisted his long moustachios most savagely ;
and I was not aware that I had underrated
his dignity, until I saw my friend tishered up
in his turn among the nobles, to receive the
embrdces_of his Excellency: The accollade
fraternelle between his Lordship and the boy-
King next took placey after-which ceremony
we all remounted our elephants, and having
given his Majesty a quarter of an hour’s start,
in order to allow of his reaching the ‘palace
before us, we followed him to the ¢ Mahratta
Camp.” The amphitheatre of hills around us
was crowded with mioving masses of specta-
tors, whose persons all bowed to the ground
ds the little despot passed. A body of about
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thirty camel-artillery* separated the two
cavilcades, dnd kept up a tremendous fire,
a discretion. '

On passing a narrow defile in the chain of
hills, we suddenly. came in view of ¢ the Mah-
fatta Camp,’ stretched below us in a tolerably
fertile and well-wooded valley, and bearing .
about as mich the appearante of a camp,
as do the Pavilion and Steyne of Brighton.
In place of tents, handsome snow-white mina-
rets, temples, and palaces peep from among
the heem-tiees inl every direction; and we
very soon foiind eurselves in a street as long,
and nearly 4s well provided with shops as
the Chandee Chowk of Delhi. At the en-
trance of thieroyal palace—a fine white build-
ifig with red purdars to the windows—Lord

» The guh revolves on a swivel fixed on the pummel of the
saddle; and the bombardier, sitting astride behind it, loads and fires
with wonderful quickness. « During the latter operation the poor
camel's head seems to be in imminent jeopardy. The animals
move along ot a swinging trot, following each other with long
outstretched necks, like a flock of wild-geese : at a word they halt,
fire a broadside, and jog off again at the rate of fifteen miles an
hour,

F 2
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Combermere received a salute 1from' the
cavalry ‘and’ infantry body-guard, iwho'were
diawn up! on: eithér-side thie couft, dccoutred
and clothed in imitation of ‘the'Company’s
army. The ¢ present arms’ of the infantry,
‘however, was not quite in strict accordance
with ¢ Torrens ;* for at the .third motion every
man raised his right hand to his cap. The
horse-guards are beautifully mounted: in
their ranks, as I was informed, there are a
considerable number of troopers, who were
formerly in the Honourable Company’s ser-
.vice,"and who broke up-in a body from the
fourth cavalry, in a fit of discontent.
Dismounting from our eléphants, and enter-
_ing the palace, we were piloted through nu-
merous'dark alleys, and stumbled up sundry
blind staircases, ere we reached the hall of
audience, which was; in fact, no.thing more
than a long veranda. The floor was carpeted
with white cotton, so thickly quilted that we
sunk up to our ankles as we walked ; and to -
this stuffing we were subsequently much be-
holden, as there was not such a quédrﬁped- as
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a chairin the Mahratta camp ; -and. during
the 'audience, which lasted a -full hout, we
were obliged to sit cross-legged, like Turks
or tailors, on saddle-cloths spread on the floor,
the: characteristic seat of the warlike Mah-
ratta, .to »whom the unsheltered and unfur-
nished bivouac is a natural home. In sitting,
the great point to be observed was the keep-
ing the soles of the feet out of sight, an article
of etiquette which the native chiefs easily
-accomplished by sitting on their heels, with
their knees resting on the ground ; but this
posture I found, after several fruitiess (I was
going to say bootless) experiments, totally
incompatible with our armed heels. We
therefore squatted, each after his own fashion:
nor do I think any novelty of attitude was
struck out which was likely to be adopted by
the natives.;', who did not disguise their amuse-
.'ment at the unpliable rigidity of British limbs;
the uneasy contortions of which they were in
a good situation to witness, as we were all
drawn up on one side of the narrow passage,
whilst they were marshalled in a parallel
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line immediately confronting us. At the end
of the hour—one of the longest I had ever
passed—attar and paun were handed round,
and we rose 'to depart with legs so cramped
and benumbed, that we quitted the presence
more like a troop of hobbling Chelsea pen-
sioners, than sound and active adolescents.

We reached camp in time for a nine o’clock
dinner at the Residency.

The next morning I aécompanied_ the Com-
mander-in-chief on a visit to the fort pf Gwa-
lior ; the Mahrattas granting the desired per-
mission without any apparent jealousy of our
inspection. There is gnly one entrance to
this stronghold, by a gateway and stair prac-
‘tised in the abrupt face of the rock, on the
north-west side: the steps, which are of so
gentle an ascent that our elephants followed
us up without difficulty, are protected on the
-outer side by a high apd thick stone wall,
and are sweépt by several traversing guns-
pointing down them.

"On the inner side, the rock has been in
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many points.excavated for water-tanks; or
to form the gude retreats of sundry pious
anchorites, who smitten with an ascetic dis-
gust for the vanities of the world, and a still
greater distaste for manual labour, retire to
meditate in rags on the immortality and trans- -
migration of the soul; and in the mean time
retard as much as possible the mortality of
the bo;ly, by living on the fat of the land,
which is poured into. their dens by their su-
perstitious and less crafty neighbours. Other
portions of the precipitous face of the rock
are ornamented with sculptured- editions of
gods and devils. The surface of the hill is
nearly flat; its outline presenting numerous
natural angles favourable to fortification; and
the whole circumference is defended with
formidable stone walls and bastions,

The northern extremity is totally impreg-
nable; and on that point stands the citadel,
-a fine collection of half ruined buildings,
t.hough not saug enough for English ideas of
fortification. Seven or eight spacious tanks,
cut at vast labour in the rock, supply the
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plade withias tjadntity of witet'sufficient for a
long-siéget thiéughral very niimerous'garrison
~hotifewer'than fiftebn’ thohsand menlLwould
be required- forits defence. "In spite’of its
boasted impregnability, Gwalior was not'proof
against'English enterprize. It succumbed ifi
1780 to Major Popham, who' gained it by a
successful stratagem, with little loss, and
, swithout the aid of guns. Its fall is thus-de:
scribed :—two noted robbers, who had been
in the constant habit of plundering the’ fort,
and escapiﬁg, undiscovered, through some un-
known'outiet in the fortification, offéred, for
a handSome re’wérd, to lead Popham and his
mien to thé -accessible point. Rope-ladders
being secretly prepared, and the sepoys
provided with shoes adapted to climbing,
in the middle of a dark night the robbers
guided the little party to a point in the south-
ern face, where a wooded ravine runs for some
distance into the fortified rock. Captain Bruce
—a. brother of the African travel]er——who~
led the advance, gained the spot in silence
with twenty picked ‘'men ; the guides: climbed
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up, by crevices.in, the stongs, with, which they
werewell,acquainted ; fixed,the ladders.on:
the wall, and' the Englishman and his merry
men,, were .soon at, the top. The, gallant
éaptain:wi,t,h his little party, had scarcely
feached the symmit when they encountered
a picquet of the enemy, going the rounds: *
these they attacked with the bayonet and
dispersed ; but the alarm was given tq. t‘heg ‘
citadel,.and so little were the enemy aware of
the smallness of the force which had gained
the i"amparts, that they delayed their attack

+ for some time, in order that they might, collect
their strength to repulse the little handful of
assailants, In the mean time, Popham with
a whole regiment had ascended by escalade,
and were now at Bruce’s side. They imme-
diately seized 'some important points of the
fortress, ere their guards were sufficiently re-
inforced ; and the Killardar, completely taken
by surprise, and paralyzed by the suddenness
and impetuosity of the attack, quickly sur-

'rendered the citadel.

An old grey-headed officer, who had served
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in-the fort at the time of its fall, pointed out
the escaladed spot. From abqve, it appears
almost inaccessible. It still bears the honous-
able appellation of Feringee Pahar, or the
¢ Englis_hman’s’Hill.’ In the zenith of the
Mogul empire, Gwalior was used as the State
prison. In its dreary dungeons the emperors
confined unsuccessful rebels, and usurpers
incarcerated deposed princes: here they lin-
gered until death, natural or violent, put a
period fo their miseries. The most faihion_-
able method of getting rid of objectiofiable
captives, was hy administering to them an
infusion of poppies, which gradually be-
numbed the faculties of the mind, and slowly
but surely undermined the” constitution -of
the b‘ody: In these dungeons, and by these
means, Auryngzebe imprisoned and disposed
of his brothers, Dara and Moqrad, his son
Mohummed, and various other delinquent
relatives. The date of the founding of GGwa-
lior is upcertain, but Rajahs of that place are -
made honourable mention of in Indian his-
‘tory, as far back as A.D. 1008.
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On leaving the fort we received a ¢ present
arms’ from the garrisan, which js officered by
Armenians, wha cut rather strange figures in
their sepoys’ clothes, and Iittl;('a round hats.

After breakfast, having heard of three wild
hogs in the neighbouring sugar-canes, we
assembled some beaters, mounted our horses, '
and went in pursnit of them. We had several
good gallops, but the cunning animals would
not be forced to take the plain; and easil}
eluded the sportsmen by runmng from one
Cat& to another. '

The boars of the northern provinces are
greatly inferior in size and courage to those
of Bengal. In the latter district these bruiés
will not bear much driving, but turn round
and come to the charge at the slightest pro-
vocation. 'The same halloo from the rider,
which would only add wings to the flight of
the lank northern hog, would be resented as'
an insult by the brawny Bengal boar, who is
‘.often in better condition for fighting than for
fleeing. I haye heard of more than one of
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these irascible bfutes being brought to. the
attack by no greater affront than the sports:
man waving his hat towards him« and I have
seen a sulky .‘3,1‘1‘ tusker take -post—-liké a
knight-errant - -of yore—in a narrow path, be-
tween two hoglas *, where his flank could not
be’. turned, and repulse half .a' dozen expe-
rienced spearsmen, who came up-to the attack
in succession. .

'To- the hog-hunting of Bengal the palm. of
sporting supremacy must certainly be ad.,
judged.. Few, who have had opportunities: of
enjoying both in perfection, will balance . be-
tween the tiger and the boar. In the pursuit
of the former shikkar, the sportsman—though:
there are certainly some casual. risks to
heighten the interest, and add to the excite-
ment—feels himself, in his pride of place,
ten feet above the ground, comparatively se-
cure ; and, should. any accident befall him,
it is generally traceable to the misconduct of
the elephant, or the timidity of the mahout,-

* * Covert of gigantic reeds,
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whose: sifuation, ‘poor devil! with a furious
tiger before him, and abad shot behind" him
is adything but énviable.
« In' the' -boar-hunt, bn the, contrary, the
sportéman depends entirely on his own -adroit-
ness. 'To have any chance of distinguishing
himself, he ‘'must have the seat and the judg-
nent of a:fox-hunter, the eye of a falconer;
the arm of a lancer, and above all a horse
fleet, active, bold, and well-in-hand. The
art of following the headlong progress of a
hog through a covert is only to be gained by
experience.. I have seen youngc°hands ride
boldly and furiously all the day, and tire two
or three good horses without once blooding a
spear, whilst an adept at the sport has had
the first spear at every hog, and hardly.put
his horse out of a hand-gallop. *
In some cases, however, gentle riding is
nothing worth. 'When a good fresh boar, not
overcharged with flesh, is driven on to the
meidaun*, and tempted to try his speed
across it to the opposite jungle, nothing short

* Plain.
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of the best pace of the best Horse will suffice
to bring him to bay, or td cut hini off from
the covert. A hog, bent on retreat, will dash
through the thipkest‘ fence of prickly:peur as
if it were 4 young quick edge ¢ spring over a
fifteén feet ditch with the agility of a deéer;
arid should he mieet with a precipitous rgvine
in his path, he tumbles into it; and out of it; as
if lie had ot got a neck to break. These sarie
obstacles lie in tlie way of thé ridetr, who has
to beat it constantly in mind, that, Winlike the
fox-hunter; he catries a shédrp-edged weapoh
in his hand, which; in an awkward grip, he
inay chance to run into his steed, ahd which
in a.fall may prove an ugly compahioit to
himself.

At Calcutta there is=—or rdther tas, for the
paucity of game has obliged them to pive it
up—a hog-hunting society styled the Tent
Club ¢ whd, not having the fetr of fevers
and cholera before their eyes, were in the
weekly habit of resorting to thé jungles”
within fifty miles of the city in puisuit of
this noble sport. Each member was em-
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powered to invite two guests+ the club was
well provided with tetits, elephants; and other
sporting parapliernalia ; hor was the gastro?
moniic patt of the 5pdrt.- neglected. Hodg-
son’s pale ale; claret; and even champaigt
. have beeti known to flow freely in those wild
deSegts,' undccustomed to echo the forester's
song, or the complacent bubble of the fragrant
hovkah. Gaunt botid were vahquished in
the niornitig, their delicate steaks devoured in
the evening, aiid the identical animasls thtrice
slain aguin, with all the zest of sportinig re!
capitulation. How oftenl has the frail roof of
the ruined silk-factory at Buckia rung lo the
merry laugh of the mercurial S——, trembled
with the gtentoriati song of the sturdy B——,
and the hearty tliorus of 3 dozen jolly fellows,
who on quitting Calcutta left 4 load of care
behind, and brought & load of fun.

The above-tiamed deserted edifice is situ-
ated, far froin the busy haunts of men, in tlie

midst of &n extensive forest, and was & fa:
votrite resort of the Tent Club on these octa-
sions. The ground floor was occupied by the
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horses of the party; alarge room in the uppes
story was dedicated. to refection, Whjlsig,t.hree
or four smaller apartments formed the dormi-
tories of those who had come unprovided w}it‘h
tents. Some of the pleasantest days .of my
life were passed in these excursions, and I
shall ever look back to them with.the most
grateful recollections. . ,

To the ardent sportsman and :the admirer
of Nature, these gypsy parties were_ replete,
with excitement and interest:— the busy
preparation in the morning — inspections of
Spear-points and horses’ girths—instructions,
and injunctions to syces and bearers — the
stirrup-(-:up of strong coffee—and the simul-
taneous start of the lightly-clad sp(;rtsmen,
on their elephants, to the covert side. Then
the marshalling of the beating elephants,
the wildness. of the scene and richness of
the foliage, the mounting of impatient steeds,
the yells of the coolies, rattling of fire-
works ; and finally, the crash of the roused
boar, and the headlong career of the ardent
rider. Next follow the return in triumph to
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camp—the refreshing bath and well-earned
breakfast. The sultry hours are employed by
some in superintending the feeding, grooming,
afid hand-rubbing of their faithful steeds :
IOUl;gillg over the: pages of some light novel,'
repointing spears, or rattling the backgammon
dice ; and by others—who, perhaps the ddy
before were driving the diplomatic quill, or
thundering forth the law of the land in the
Courts of Calcutta—by others (frown not, ‘ye
beetle-browed contemners .of frivolous re-
sources!)—even in that recreation in which,
unlike most other sciences, the least expe-"
rienced i1s often the most sﬁccessful,pamély
the game of pitch-farthing !

At 3 p.m., the forces are again mustered ;
three hours more are passed in threading the
mazy fastnesses, and scouring the wide sa-
vannas of the forest. The sun sinks bchind
the lofty Palmyras; the sylvan feast is spread ;
the jocund evening flies swiftly By, and is fol-
lowed by a night rendered sweet by ¢ tired

Nature’s soft restorer,” whose balmy influence
Vor. 1L M ¢



82, HOG-HUNTING. [Ch. 11,

is so often wooed in vain by the panting in-
habitant of ¢ the City of Palaces.’

It was at one of these sporting conventions
¢ under the greenwood tree,” that I first put
my lance in rest against a real, old cx‘ilsty
Bengal boar. Accustomed to ride with impu-
nity up to, and even over the less pugnacious
porker of the northern plains, I followed him
close, without consulting the expression of
his backward-turned eye, which would havée
told a more eéxperienced pig-sticker* that
he was .already meditating his . oblique at-
tack 7: I could héar the angry champing
of his tusks—my beamy spear was within &
few feet of his devoted head (which by anti-
cipation I almost saw smoking or smoked on
the table, with an orange in the mouth)—
when he made a sudden wheel : I passed him
at full speed ; my weapon, delivered with an
over-eager hand, bounded innocuous from hig

* An elegantism of nomenclature, commonly applied to -anl
adept at the spear.
+ Verris obliquum meditantis ictum,~~Hox. .
.
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arched back : my little Arab made a violent
swerving spring ; and, looking back, 1 'saw
+ the blood trickling down his hind leg. The
boar had given him a wound in the stifle-joint,

which Tlaid him-up for a month. Ere I'had
" recovered my truant weapon, the most dis-
tinguished rider of the club was drawing his
“.encarnadined’ spear out of the deep shoul-
der of - the prostrate, yet still panting animal.
I leave it to the Indian contributors to the
Sporting Magazine to furnish descrlptlons of
successful exploits of the hunter against his
tusky prey; liking bettér myself to record
the not' uncommon victories obtained by the
beast over the man. I have only another
egotistical, hog-hunting incident to relate, the-
which T take leave to subjoin, craving pardon
from my reader for this unwarrantable digres-
sion, by which, without consulting his tastes,
I have transporied him some six or eight
hundred miles from the scene of our tour.
It was on the day following my brilliant début

above narrated, that three of us had pushed
G2
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a fine boar t‘pr'mmh a thick mulberr yrcate I'lili?
[ , Jih 'H

‘snllall patch of ,l:qshes, bordermg[a' hnuu%lh
where we, lost him. Nea!r the spot. Whele he
had d1sTap}1)eared a turf dam abop*t rf({)}ll: fget
wide mgelsected the almost. staO'nant brolok’}
and, fancying that I traced the hocr§ f]'opt-
print alqng it, I spurred my horse on 12,” 1nl
order to cross to the opposite bank I had
reached about the middle of the narrow cause-
way, when the rushes ‘which fringed the tete
du pont suddenly opened to the I‘lgl’ltqal}d
left, and disclosed the foam-sprinkled snout,
and little sivage eyes of the already slightly-,

wounded hog. \

~ bl

To retreat was impossible; and I had just
determined on a desperate advance, when the
furious brute, bursting from his lurking-place,
came thundering along the dam—a. word, .
which, with the final addition of ‘nation!’ I had
scarcely time to ejaculate, ere I found myself
and steed floundering in the deep, muddy,l
and by no means fragrant pool. Half drowned,
and with the loss of a stirrup—which, being,
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made ‘after’ an im roved prmc'lple, sllpped
b'lciiwards out of the socket in my stluegles

‘ ) AR
to keepr’ nlrl)y seat—f at length regalned ferra

ﬁrn‘la ancil‘lvlvlitl:l my remammg stirrup sPed my
: Wa'y to[ an extenelve plain, where I fell in with
a scene which will be’ readily remembered by
those Who Were present. The boar was at
bay—but how at bay? he was standing grind-
ing ‘his tusks, and completely blown, his legs
ff‘(&illlbling with mingled fury and fatigue; and
llmmedlately opposite to him, at the dlstance‘
of half a dozen paces, stood a haEIess cava-
liér, divorced from both horse and spear, w1th
a pallid countenance, and hands outstretched
in a'deprecating attitude towards his remorse-
less foe, who was manifestly only delaying
his attack until he had recovered sufficient
breath for the purpose. The-unhorsed knight
was, however, not left to the tender mercies
of the boar, whose attention was diverted—
pleasant diversion !—by a spear'through the
loins from 'a second horseman, followed by
such a shower of javelins, that the beast, who
still kept his legs, though life was ebbing fast,
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looked more like the fretful porcupine than
any other of the pork gen’us
But'it is high time that I should dismount
from my hog-hunting hobby, and, 1emountmcr
my ¢ enchanted horse,” offer my reader a seat
on the crupper. ’Tis done; the magic screw
is turned, and-after a breathless flight through
the air, we alight once more at Gwa‘lior,' just
in time to assist at the visit of Maha Rajah
Scindia to the British Commander-in-chief.
His juvenile Majesty arrived for that purpose
-at the Residency, in grand state, at 4 p.iu.,
the whole of the Head-quarters party having
sallied out to give him a half-way meeting, and
_the British escort giving him a rattling ¢ pre-
_sent arms’ as he descended from his elephant.
The Residency-rgoms having been duly qua-
lified for a Mahratta sederunt—Dby a ‘preyious
ejection of all chairs and sofas—we enjoyed
a cross-legged squat on the carpet for an
‘hour. The Prince Hindoo Rao, in order to
create a ‘sensation, came in very late ; all the .
-chiefs, and .even the Rajah himself, rising at
‘his' - eritrance.  After making a' sweeping
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salaam, he threw himself down on his saddle-
cloth, and drawing his sword, dagger, and .
pistols from his belt, placed them before him
on the carpet, with an air that would have
been in goo_d keeping with a reckless chéf de
brigands just returned from an unsuccessful
expedition. The custom, so prevalent among
the Mahrattas, of wearing arms from their
earliest infancy, and even on court occasions,
is at variance with the usage of the Mussul-
mans, who, with the exception, perhaps, of a
few immediate favourites, are forbidden to
carry any weapon in the preserice of their
sovereign. |

Among others of Scindia’s suite, a little,
pursy, bustling, aldermanish char;ctgr, in
¢ fair round belly, with good curry lined,” was
presented to his Lordship : his name, Munny
Ram, bespoke his’ profession, as his appear-
ance indicated its prosperity—hewas a banker.
The funded proprietor of three millions ster-
ling, the little Schroff lives in apparent secu-
rity amongsf a people whose name a few years

back was almost identified with robber and
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. araudér, and, ina-kingdomrwheré aregular
equrbiof justiceds not knowm ke
‘ i d\Iaha:atfa;‘-propévi;namﬁes'{ areiléértainly any
thing ebiut Imusic¢al, and: grate as-harshly upon:
an ear accustoméd tdé the-Sonorous 'titles of
Mohammedan rcourts, - as would the-Riissian
Tchitchiagoffi. when 'in juxtaJposition with
the .Italian, Montebello. , TheiMaha Rajah’s
denomination’ is Mookub Row Scindia, and
that. of ;the Commandant of Cavalry—a pom
de.guerre, indeed |—is Ram Row Polkee; 1
ol oot v
hJany-5th., ,Head-quarters camp broke up
from its site on the north-east side of Gwaliot,
marched through Scindia’s Camp, and was re-
@reqﬂ;«;@,{lt thg village of JinSeer, on the south-
west:flank of the fortress. Our route led us
through Scindia’s park of artillery, which .ap-
pears, to be the most efficiént arm. of his force.
It consists, at plesent of about one hundred
and- ;ﬁftyjbrass guns of various calibres; and

i ]
* Dnsputes are settled by a temporary assembly of ﬁve, ca.lled
Pmcheﬁaf frdm vhom there is no appeal, except fo the sove-

reign. ,The-mostiliberaf of the litigants genernlly gaias the ¢hugé,

.
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thé golundizel orartillery-men, lare celébrated
for their skill, and: their desperaté deystion to
their giing; ) 'Theydistinguish every pieck With
some pet-title;sandion tholydays.décks them
out nvith-.garlands. 'This lday every one wof
Scindi&’s:aitilléry was honoured with:a chap-
let of marygolds. i1{At the storming of Bhurt-
_pore we'had 'dn interesting proof of the almost
superstitious: valour of the golundéaze:: as our
troops forced their way along the ramiparts-of
the town, every gun-in succession was despes
rately defended, and, ere it fell into our hands,
its entire complement of men were"strewed
dead around its carriage.

We had not been many hours in 'bif*hew
camp before we found ourselves ‘ag‘aih' "in
tap-a-pie panoply, mounted on ‘our jaded
elephants—who must be at 1Bast as tired of
these visit-making, sight-showirig Mahtdttis
as their riders—and once more trudginé‘——fok
T 'know no other word so significant of'an
elephant s action—towards Scindia’s Camp
N othing would suit his Majesty but giving us
a dinner : in pursuance of which fancy we are

»
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this evening to bg paraded, in ¢ heayy march-

ing order,’ Wlth pur, kniyes-and - forks; in the
" grand, audience-hall ; in order, that the ¢ bar-
bariags’ may witness how the infidel E‘g};in,v
.gees swallow . their food, ;and- guzzle dqwn
their wine. The latter commadity is fortun-
ately to be furnished'by the Resident, or we
might have a still better chance of being poi-
soned than we enJoy as it is, If lo,ol_i_s could
convey that < soon speeding gear,” we should
already have quaffed quantum suff, from the
crusty coyntenances of our hosts.

On our entrance into the ‘town, our caval-
cade was met by that of the arch-ruffian
Hindoe, Rao. The twa chiefs d‘ism’ounte}i,
embraced, remounted, and we proceeded. In
our progress through the streets of the I;rick-
and-mortar camp,“I observed a large house,
which, though evidently of recent structure, .
was in complete ruin ; the wallg riddled with
cannon-shot, and the offices blackened With-
fire; and I'enquired its history from a respect-
able-lbokiug courtier, who was on his elephant

alongside of me, After lgoking suspiciously
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around him, (as if any lengthened verbal
communion bétween individuais, of the {wo
suites was interdicted,)"he made me under-
stand, as well as he could, that the owmer. of
the house, a member of the royal famiiy, and
enjoying under Scindia a command of five
hundred Arabs, had revolted for arrears of
.pay for hig troops and himself. His mufinous
requisition was refused, and the troops of the
Company’s Coﬁtingent were directed to seize
the rebel in his palace. His Arabs fought, as
they aiways do, like devils incarnate; but
the house being soon battered to pieces, and
rendered untenable, the besieged made a des-
‘perate sortie, wounded the commanding officer
of the Contingent, Major. Stubbs, cut their
way through all opposition, and finally made
good their retreat to Eujaifle, a fortress in
the extreme south of Scindia’s territories.
Thither the English Major, with his forces,
followed him, and before we quitted Gwalior,
the intelligence of the capture of the rebellious
prince reached the camp.
Our fu:s,t visit' was to the late Scindia’s
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Ranee: . The old lady of course:did not expoge
her charms to the tude (gaze' of ‘meri, but held
converse -with Lord .C. .throughia purdar at
the: ehd of the hall His Excellency wad
next invited tol attend the Prince to his ‘pa-!
lace; and ithere ‘we were' treated with''the
luxury of chairs, The walls of his audiehce-
room were adorne‘rL with ;several European
prints ; .amongst o_tl,i'ers, a fine ruddy-colouréd!
one of Titian’s Venus. Two infant relations’
attended his levee: the youngest a ‘pretly
boy. of five years -old, was already a warrior;
and;wore a jewelled sword in his belt, that
would have been a meet weapon for “ mighty
Thomas Thumb,” and roused the jealousy of
the embryo heroes-of our English nurseries.
s After half an hour’s session, pawn and
spices .richly gllt and plated, were distri-
buted.; and our party,- accompanied by the
prince, adjourned to the meiddn or plain, to
witness some tournaments prepared for. our
entertainment by the Mahratta officers. On
our arrival at the lists, we found two parties )
of cavalicrs, pil shewily attired, and miounted 4
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q]qieﬁ,y, on, besiutiful Deckdnéd, hordes, ranged
opposite each other;on:éitherlextremity! of
level, piece ofiiground. . EachImanvcarried' @
lance -made. expressly for practice {.imuch
longer than the,war-spéar, and. pointed’ with
a,ball of cloth.. -This weapon is ill calculated:
for, real ;service, for when the horse is 4nl
yiolent acfion; it quivers so strongly, that it
must be inmipossible to di;‘%c't its point with,
any, degree of accuracy. b
; The two adverse troops soon ¢ame to action,
one retreating and defending themselves; the!
othér pursuing and attacking. The prettiest
part _of-the sport, however, was the 'sidgle’
combats. The parties stood confronting eachl’
other ; presently a warrior -dashed forth from
one of the groups, and curvetted about the
plain, until a kniglit from thé oppo'site side
accepted his challenge, and spurred to 'the'!
encounter. Some of the chiefs showed con-'
siderable skill in “the ‘use of their \inwieldy'
weapon, but I would gladly have backed
Captain Anderson of ¢ Dougan’s Horse,’” or
Captain Skinnor,” against the most expert
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amongst their ranks. In the last-of these
single combats, there was an evident loss of
temper on the part of a burly old chieftain,
who received a tremendous thrust in the ribs,
and retaliated on the bestower by some unfair
blow. A cry of disapprobation immediately
arose, and half a dozen partisans rushed from
the ranks on either side; and would doubtless
-soon have betaken themselves to their swords;
had not the old commandant galloped up; and
with a stern voice ordered them to their posts.
Quitting the scene of the jousts, we pro=
ceeded to out dinner engagement at the royal
paiaCe, and after undergoing another dur-
bar—which appeared even longer and more
tedious than that heaviest of half hours which
.usually precedes a dinner-party in England—
we were ushered in grand state into the ban-
quetting-hall, a-lofty.v_a.ulted apartment, bear-
ing more the appearance of a chapel than a.
dining-roohh A long table was laid down the
centre of the hall, and a line of chairs rang"ed
for the guests along one side of it, whilst the
other was left open for the operations of the
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ministers te.loun appetites)and to'expose .us
moreRatisfactorily to.-the icuriosity of the
spectators., The former .were thiefly Hindoos
of respectability ; .and it was the first, time
that any of us had, been'waited upon at table
by members of that sect.. The litter were
composed of . the, Maha Rajah, his relatives,
and courtiers; who sat apart from the table)
buf, in .such, a position as enabled them to
en;ﬁlade'its.wh,ole length with their curious
eyes, The partial upraising too, of a silken
purdar, above the door at the top of the
hall, betrayed. to us, that eyes invisible from
below,—those of the pretty prisoners of the
Zenana, — were employed in eriticising the
Feringees’ feast,

The Hindoos are mere tyros in gastronomy
as compared with their more courtly and fas-~
tidious neighbours the Mussulmans: some of
their pillaus and cawéb;s were, however, suffi-
ciently savoury. The dishes were not placed
on the board ; but were carried by troops of
zealous attendantd down the untenanted side
ofithe table; each in rapid succession pre-
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senting his. smoking- burthen, describing \its.
exquisite qualities with the eloquence- of an,
auctioneer,. and; exhorting the guests in the
most moving terms to partake of :it. . Refusal
was out of the question, and i in a few minutes
my plate became a perfect mount'un of con-
fused sweets and savouries—a rudis indigesta
que moles I—a complete culinary chaos!
Our entertainers must have thought us a
right merry set of fellows ; for we were all
nearly  conyulsed, and I was quite choked
with laughter, excited by the very eager and
enthusiastic' manner in which some of the
table-attendants displayed the good I;oints of
their respective viands. One fellow exalted
a large fried fish in mid air, holding it up by
_th(_a tail in his fingers ; and wound up his de-
clamatory eulogium by plumping it down on
my plate, which was already swimming with
a kind of créme fouett'ée, administered by his.
precursor.. A second uplifted by the leg, and

twirled between his finger.and thumb, a huge

cawébbed capon, which. from its gigantic pro:
portions; and the sprawling, untrussed state
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of {ts limbs; exceedingly résétnbled 4 voutg
giilled Hindoo.

No dish appeéared a second time, each being -
carried off as it réached the foot of the'table—
series after series came in; and we might have
been dining until this moment, had not his
lordship requested their forbearance just as’
they were ushering in the fiftieth course. I
omitted to say that the table appurtenances
were furnished by the resident. Thus ended
the first and only feast that I was ever bidden
to by the disciples of Brahmah ; and if in
culinary qualities it fell short of the Mussul:’
man tables which had been spread for us
during our tour, it was at least infinitely more
productive of food for merriment. -

We rose from this amusing though fatiguing
banquet, with heads aching from the savoury
vapours of the smoking hecatombs heaped by
our profuse hosts npon tHe altar of our appe-
tites, and with sides abhing from the cachin-
natory convulsions we had undergone, the

semi-suppression of which was even more
Vou. IL. . ‘H
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arduous than its wunrestrained indulgence
would have been.

From the banqueting-hall we were con-
ducted to ‘a yeranda, where we were enter-
tained by a splendid display of fireworks. I
remarked, not without amusement, - that the
courtiers eyed us with cautious curiosity after
dinner ; and seemed rather to avoid entering
inta conversation; and I immediately con-
cluded, that, in accordance with the natives’
generally-received idea of .the proneness of
Europeans to vinous excesses, they imagined,
as a matter of course, that we were all more
or less under the inﬂuenée of the merry god.

The pyrotechnic spectacle being concluded
by about eleven o’clock, we arose, and taking
a-final farewell of the young Scindia, mounted
our elephants and proceeded towards camp,
accompanied by the prince Hindoo Rao, and
a party of the Mahratta nobles. I was just
complacently calculating on an uninterrupted
retreat to my tent, from which I-had been
now absent nine hours, —the fagged ele-
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phants .even’'showing . by their alert motions
their sympathy in our homeward aspirations,
—when the cavaleade was suddenly arrested,
(at the entrance of what appeared to us
through the dusk to be an extensive planta-
tion of rather formal-looking shrubs,) by the
artificial forest bursting forth into leaves and
fruits of vivid flames ; a miracle of vegetation
-which instantly routed our astonished ele-
phants ; who turning about, made off at a
frightful pace thréugh the town—no matter of
mirth: in a dark night. "As soon as my animal
was prevailed upon—Dby half a dozen digs-on
the head, the tenderest of which would have
brained an ox—to return to the cavalcade,
amy friend, the chief—whose name, a tissue
of dissonant consonants, I cannot recollect—
offered to shew me that prejudice, even in
elephants, is vincible by education. . At a
single word of engcouragement, his beautiful
animal carried him into the midst of the blaz-
ing and erackling forest, and on a hint from
-his master, wrenched up by the roots one of

the trees which had already shed its golden -
H2
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fruits, and ‘stood'in’ the .way of those!which
were still unexhausted. After this ‘exhibition
the piince and his 'followers: fook leave, and
we reached our camp without further molesta-
tion. With what joy did I throw off my
heavy, embroidered dress, and commit my-
self to the refreshing offices 1of my faithful
bearers, after a long day of .constant excites
ment and exposure to the suni To the mi-
nistry of these toilet assistants I was, like
many of my countrymen, for the first year of
my life in India, resolutely averse : but find-
ing all my efforts to exclude.them from my
presence unavailing, I at length surrendered
at discretion, and gave up all right and title
_to dress my own person: a cession of privi-
leges which certaiply saves the yielder a great
deal of unnecessary and uninteresting labour;
in a climate where the pulling on of a boot is
a work of inordinate exertion, and the tying
of a c¢ravat is accomplished in the sweat.of
the brow.

Jani 6th., therm. G A.m., 34°. Hedd-quarters
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camp broke up from Gwalior; and we saw
the last.of fhat gaunt and frowning fortress
.as we entered the rocky defile of the Pass of
Antree ; beyond which, near a village of the
sameé .name, our canvas home was erected
for thei.day. After having extracted three
days’ novelty and amusement from the Mah-
rattas, I was not sorry to exchange the rest-
less and bustling Tumésha of Scindia’s court
forthe pleasant momihg march, constant
Vvariety of scenery, and evening field sports
of our roving camp.

- In taking leave of this eccentric p°eo~p1é,<how-'
ever, it is but justice to pay them the passing
compliment of confessing that my personal
acquaintance with them, slight as it was,
tended to raise them a hundredfold above the.
standard of my preconceived opinion.. The
wandering horde of lawless freebooters, who,
like a flight of locusts, spread for so many
-years their desolating influence over the fertile,
provinces of India, have at length, emulative
of the more respectable bee, quietly alighted
in oneswarm; and gradually settled down into.

8455 %
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‘a regular govérnméit} contenting théiselves
with tlhe’ tevehiles drawn frofd theéit' own
statés, instead Of playing-the highwayman
in the dominions of their nmeighbours: ‘an
amelioration in ‘civil governinent, a$ well as
in moral policy, for which they are indebted
more perhaps to the overawing influence of
the British power than to tlie march of ho-
nesty in themselves. Be the cause, however,
what it may, the effect is beneficial. In
Mahratta ethics meum and tuum dré o
‘longer so confounded and blendéd, ds to be
sc‘arcél‘y‘ﬂiStingtlishable one from the other:
property is respected, as the rich Manny
Ram’s unviolated coffers attest; hospitality
and good faith towards strangers are in pretty
good practice; and heads rest with a tolerably
secure tenure on their own hative shoulders.
I was not sorry to see the last of his hec-
toring highness, Hindoo Rao; whose swag-
gering carriage, haughty air, and overbearing
character made him no great favourite at.
Head-quarters ; and I was more inclined to
be gratified than to sympathize with him,
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when the following anecdote, in which one of
his most violent passions, that for the sex,
was thwarted in the most provoking manner,
was related to me.

The prince had purchased at an extrava-
gant price a young slave girl, with the, fame
of whose extraordinary beauty he had become
enamoured. A young roué Mussulman, a
half-brother of the royal.purchaser, heard of
the fair maiden’s arrival, and contrived to gef
the first introduction to her. The elder brother
was furious on hearing of this escapade; but
the mishap was irremediable, afd his only
consolation was in revenge. The reprobate
sprig of royalty was seized, bound, and most
cruellsr bastinadoed in the presence of the
wronged brother.




CHAPTER 111,

IITEN iy

. THE. PROVINCE OF . BUNDELCUND. .

On the 8th wé crossed the river Sind, leaving
the territories of "Scindia behind us, ?fi]d en-
tering Bundelcund, a province cut up and
‘subdivided into numerous petty principalities,
or baronies, the greater proportion of' which
are not more productive in revenue than the
unpretending estates of sometg)f the ‘richer
commoners of England.

The following morning we were welcomed
by the Rajah of Dutteah, who escorted the
‘Commander-in-chief through his capital to
:ché camp, which was pitched without the
walls. The cit§ of Dutteah is extensive,
comimandingly situated, and surrounded by
a beautifully-built stone wall. On a lofty,
rocky foundation, in the centre of the place,
stands an ancient palace of very elegant ar-
chitecture. The Rajah chiefly resides in a
more modern building lower down in- the
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town. Dutteah is one of those principalities
which were confirmed to their hereditary
chieftains, when the prc’WiJnce of Bundelcund
"was cédéd té'thé Comipany, | under.i¢onditions
of reciprocal, support., The reyenue of _,Qhe
state. is about ten lacs of rupees, or one lll‘ll?.-
dred thousand pounds. It appears surprising
/}hat, with so inconsiderable a sum, the chief
“cau'support, an army, three great fortresses,
and a considerable retinue. The Rajah has
~ always bedf considered a true and faithful
‘ally of the Company ; and as g proof of ,their
confidence in his friendship, the govern'ment
have presented him with a couple of brass
guns, a gift which, in the eyes of the natiyes,
implies the most implicit trust. He hag de-
fended himself more than once succegsfully
against the inroads of Scindia, whose oye'r-
powering force, however, would have, long ere
this, swallowed up his little kingdom, had not
the all-potent Zgis of British protection been
extended in his defence.

Dutteah is altogether the prettiest $pot,

and most habitable place I have yet seen in
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the Plains: gently-indulating, hills, plenti-
fully supplied with wodd ajid yyater, surround
the town; and the royal Ruinah is vell
stocked with game of every species. On one
of these emineiices, four miles froni the walls;
there is a curious cluster of temples; built by
a now-almost extinct sect of Hindoos, calli;[i
Jeines. Their persuasionbears, I believe, some
affinity to that of the Baddists. Though they
are now in the minority, they sstill, u'ph;)]d
their creed as the orthodox Hindooism; and
look apon the majority of the Hindoos as
ignorant dissenters.

We paid a visit of ceremony to the Rajah
in the afternoon ; but to have described one
visit to @ native prince, is to have sketched
'the leading featutes of all Indian court levees.
The Dutteah chieftain is a fine-looking, re-
: spectable old man, and a ci-devant great
sportsman. For sylvart amusements he is,
however, now disqualified by excessive cor-
pulence and lameness from 4 distorted foot.
His minister is a fine specimen of patriarchal
beauty, and retains all his faculties &t the age
of ninety.
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After the durbar, Wé weént to seé the royal
girdens, whicli, like most btheyr Wative baugs,
were repleté With straight walks, foubtaiiis,
orange-trees, and marigolds: Thé most inte-
resting objeéct was a well, trily magnificenit in
its architecture and proportions. The shaft
presented an octagon of about twenty feet
Span, suitouhded with coluinhed cloisters, and
at each angle a stone elephant, with uplifted
proboscis, spoiited water to 4 vast height inté
the air.

The following morning was devoted to a
grand battue in the royal preserve. Our ele-
phants were sent forward by daylight, and
we rode on horseback to the place of rendez-
vous. At first we were posted upon the {gp
of two small turreted lodges on either side
of the only outlet from the walled Rumnah,
and the game was driven towards us through
the .thick covert by crowds of men, who
cheerfully confronted the very good chance
of being shot, for the sake of a paltry reward.
The loss of two or three $ubjects, on such
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occasions, is considered by the: natives- of
rank @s;a contingency of trifling moment:
but I confess I could not bring myself to'pull
my trigger, ,when the chances were about
equal whether a boar or a fellow-creature fell
to the shot. Tired of our stations on-the gate-
way, we soon mounted .our.elephants, and
entered the preserye, where we ina very short
space killed a dozen hogs. The deer and
niel-ghie, of which there were great numbers,
for the most part escaped by leaping the
walls. Our morning’s sport was concluded!
by nine, o’clock. The day was spent, by me
in a solitary -and tolerably productive poach
in the Rumnah; and in the evening. the
Rajah entertained us with a display of fire-
‘works.

Jan. 11th. Marched from Dutteah to Amaha,
nine miles, through a country abounding in
the wild beauties of wood and rock; but
chéerless and melancholy from the total ab-
sence.of cultivation. The whole of the Raj
can hardly be of the like stanip, forthe Rajah
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must be.a:subtle alchemist if-he can-extract
one hundred.thousahd pounds from such ma-
térials. ' '
In this part of India—as in the mountains!
of the north-—Rajahs are almost as rife as
country-gentlemen in Engle;nd. A couple of’
easy marches suffice to take us through the
territories of the richest of them. : The tra-
veller has barely lost sight of the fortified-
towers of one metropolis, ere he finds himself!
in the suburbs of a neighbouring capital : he
has-scarcely bowed himself out of the august:
‘precincts - of one royal court, ete he holts!
into the presence of another crowned head. ' i
We are now enjoying an opportunity of
seeing this little rookery of royalties under
the most favourable circumstances. On the
occasion of the auspicious visit of a British
Member of Council, every chieftain furbishes
up his almost rusted sword of state, mus.
ters his ragamuffin retainers, and cooks up
a’ portion of pomp commensurate with his
means. With a little activity of imagination,

a retrospective abridgment of time and space,
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we might '‘almost fancy ourselves back 'to the
¢ good old’ feudal times of merry England;
and that the grim and lordly turrets, under
whose shade we almost daily pitch our tents, -
were the goodly castles of those burly barons,
‘who, on the occasion of a visit of a stranger of
rank, came forth with a retinue of men-at-
arms, squires, and pages, to welcome the
noble traveller ; and entertained him during
his sojourn with jousts, pageants, and min-
strelsy.

I was busily employed in drawing the above
parallel, as we crossed the frontier of the Dut-
teah chief, when -the 'suaden appearance of
the Rajah of Jhansi, mounted on his elephant,
and preceded by two camel-heralds, burst the
- analogical bubblg that I had been blowing
with so, mych ingenuity. The Chief of Jhansi
is a young man of twenty-four, of Jewish but
handsome countenance, and of Mahratta ex-
traction. His royal revenue is from fifteen to
eighteen lacs of gupees. At the distance of 3
few miles, his capital bears some resemblance
to Windsor: the citadel, a lofty masg of build-
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ing, ang,, distingnjshed by one huge round
tower, .is situated; on a rock,. at. the foot of
which lies, the town, defended by a geod wall,
and set roﬁ,ndrwii;h, fine timber.

The Rajah seems to, take more pride in the
appearance of his, équipéges and courf than
he of Duttegh,, for which the difference in
 years between, the two potentates may ac-
count. The streets and bazaars of the town
are clean and well regulated ; and the young
Chief enforces, with the- greatest strictness,
‘the enactments which he has made for the
‘well-being of his subjects. '

We visited him in his palace in the, after-
noon, and he seemed much gratified by our
commendations of the favourable situation and
apparent strength of his little fortress. From
the top of one of the bastions we had a dis-
tinct view of the castellated citadels of two of
his brother Rajahs, Dutteah and Ourcha.

Jan. 13th. A march of twelve miles to the
town of Burwah-Sauger. On the road we
crossed, the pretty river Betwa, which, during
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the rainy season, must be a co'nsi(‘Ierable" :
stream: The country in the vicinity is barren’
in the extreme, and almost entirely -devoid of .
game of any kind: Our guns and our hawks
are consequently completely thrown out of
work. The surface of the earth is stony and
sandy, presenting no encouragement to the
labours of the cultivator ; yet from its flinty
bosom spring spontaneously the most luxu-
riant forests of fine trees, the dark and sombre
tints of whose foliage, however, are strongly
contrasted with the lighter and more tender
colouring of Bengal vegetation. The town of
Sauger is snugly enveloped by a screen’ of
1"e.r‘dure, and -just above it, on ﬁhe extremity
of a long and high ridge of rocks, stands a
picturesque old castle. T walked up to this’
building after sunset, and on reaching the
-parapeted terrace, was surprised to find,
spread beneath its southern wall, a piece of
water, which has a better title to the name
of a lake than any other I have seen in India.
It may be about two miles across, and in the
centre of its fair sheet of water are two woody
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and rocky islets, which form striking objects
in the landscape. The bund, or head of the
jheel, is of 'solid stone masonry, sixty feet wide,
and nearly a.mile in length, and furnished
with several ghauts, or flights of steps, to the
water’s edge. The chéiteau and circumjacent
town have been frequently made the bone of
contention between the chiefs of Dutteah
and Jhansi, and Scindia; and its western wall
retains to this day the impressions of the
cannon-shot of the latter worthy, who at-
tacked the place ‘about forty years ago. In
the dusk of a gloomy and rather stormy
evening, the hoary old chateau, with its
frowning towers, and its accessories of black
beetling rocks and deep foliage, presented a-
peculiarly romantic appearance; reminding
me of the scenes of some of Mrs. Ratcliffe’s
interesting horrors.

The following day, the camp halted ; and
the Commander-in-chief, accompanied Dby
the ‘staff, started on a visit to the Rajah of

Ourcha, who holds his court at a town of the
Vou. I1. I
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same name, seven miles from Sauger. Our
route lay through a'country, the surface of
which is undulated here and there with
gentle eminences thickly clad with forest-
trees, and interspersed with those gigantic
natural cairns of fantastically piled rocks,
peculiar to the province of Bundelcund.
These accumulations are usually of a conical
form, and the huge round blocks of stone are
sometimes heaped up to the height of one
hundred or two hundred feet. Were it not for
the unwieldy size of the component portions,
the traveller would almost be led to imagine
that the mechanical ingenuity of man had
been employed in the structure. The rocky
masses being of a circular form, wide inter-
stices, admitting the light, are frequently
found halfway down the pile; and the enor-
mous crag, which generally forms the apex
of the natural pyramid, is, in many cases, so
nicely poised, that it looks as though a puff of
wind would destroy its delicate equilibrium,_
and the whole edifice would dissolve partier-
nership, and roll away into independent
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masses, like a pile of oranges. The most
obvious mode of accounting for these pheno-
‘mena of nature, is by the supposition, that
the blocks of hard rock were formerly imbed-
ded in a stratum of a softer nature, which,
yielding before the lapse of ages and the fury -
of the elements, crumbled down in sandy par-
ticles to the baée, and left the more durable
portions to support themselves as they best
could, and take up such positions as the laws
of gravity dictated.

During this march we crossed more than
once the rocky bed of the picturesque river
Betwa. On such occasions as this, as well
as whilst traversing countries the most
tangled, broken, and precipitous, that chef-
d’ceuvre of animal creation, the elephant,
most conspicuously displays his superiority.
It is wonderful to see him patiently and effec-
tually surmounting obstacles, which the horse
could not have a chance, and even ubiquitary
man himself might despair, of overcoming*.
| * The penetrating reader will, doubtless, ere this, have disco-

vered the Author's penchant for the elephant. He owns  the
12
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""We now' arriveéd 'at’ the. ‘town,’ situatedoh
-one' of the arins ‘of . this Briaréanstream »iit
is of great'extent, ‘and surrounded byrigstone
wall. The principal objects'in/the view are
‘the ancient palace, crowhning aii ‘elevation in
the centre of the town; and a’ remarkably
fine temple, which, after the usual form:of
the Bundeela muts, is’ ornamented with.lofty
spires. 'When seen through the forest at the
distance of two miles, it reminded meé in some
degree of the cathedral of Litchfield. ./

. That Ourcha was formerly a place-ofi ¢on-
sequence, is attested by the many interesting
ruins which we passed, but its prosperity has
waned with the fortunes of its chief, whose
present possessions (in spite of his genealo-

- gical .tree, which derives him in direct line
from the' ancient Bundeela monarchs of Kal-
linger) do not bring him a revenue exceeding
fifty or sixty thousand pounds. The present
‘ruinous’ state of the city is further accounted
for by the. Rajah’s long alienation from,,it.

'soft impeachment;® and, although generally abominating the
?ril')e of, Pe;s,',if‘ ever—as h? desce?ds. iinto the vale of old-bache-
‘lorism—he should be induced {o' establish one, it shall be A)r
ELEPHANT, ‘
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About thirty,years-ago, he;wag counselled by
his seers, or. his, ministers, to quit;the place, as
unpropitious,to his, ardent aspirations.for an
heir to1hisi/throne;, and tto,remove his coust
to the.fort.of Teary, situated at the southern
extremity of his dominions. He followed these
‘injunctions ;) and such. is the force of faith,
that a bouncing burly prince immediately ap-
peared to verify the predictions of the sages.
‘The Rajah.only returned to Ourcha a few

. months ago. He is a fine, venerable old man,

and Has just abdicated .in favour,of his man-
anountain of a son. The warriors who formed
hig little body-guard, are active, hardy-look-
ing. fellows, well mounted and armed,. and,
like the rest of the inhabitants of Bundelcund,
famed for their fighting qualities—qualities
which are likely to lie dormant for some time ;
“for, turbulent as the Bundeela. chiefs have
'always been, and strong as the temptations
still must be for one armed principality to
commit inroads upon another, no two poten-
‘tates can come to a decided feud without
‘having their heads knocked tdgether by the
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all-powerful interference of the Honourable
Company. It would therefore be a praise-
worthy adaptation of good metal, if these
-worthies would turn their now rusting swords
into ploughshares, for the cultivation of their
neglected, and not naturally fruitful soil; and
at the same time educate their pampered
chargers to the more useful labours of the
_Georgic department.

~ The following three marches brought us
gradually out of the land of rocks and sand
into a tract enriched with cultivation, and
adorned with luxuriant groves. On the second
day we passed, on the left of the line of march,
a very picturesque and baronial-like castle,
perched on a wooded ridge, and looking down
upon a lake nearly.as extensive as that of
Burwer Sauger. These fine pieces of water,
peculiar to this province, and such valuable
accessories to the scenery of India, are in no
cases entirely natural, most of them being
supplied with artificial embankments.

Jan. 17th. The Camp was pitched:a,t the
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village of Paharee Banka. The country in
the vicinity is well cultivated, and the tama-
rind, mango, and other trees grow to a great
size. Among, the branches of these I disco.
vered large flights of the beautiful bird called
the green pigeon, many of which I shot. On
the bare arid plains, too, the sportsmen of the
party fell in with the rock pigeon, a very
beautiful and delicate species, but difficult of
access, It has nothing of the pigeon but the
feet; and the larger kind, in shape, size,
and plumage, bears some resemblance to the
grouse. These birds are so exceedingly wild,
that sportsmen are obliged to resort to stra-
tagem in order to get near them. One method
consists in covering the head with a longﬁ
white cloth, after the manner of the native
cultivators, and walking behind a Dullock
trained for the business. I had often worn
out my knees and my patience in creeping
after these vigilant objects of my sporting
wishes, and was this day destined, to be suc-
cessful. 1 discovered an ill-starred couple
who were playing the turtle apart from the
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. maiin:flockf; and by .thé assistance .of; paﬁ Ansf
tervehing bushiand their .own,all-engrossing,
employﬁlénﬁ, I eontrived. to-get within thirtyi
.paceé of them' before they rose, when I slew
them both at a shot. C

On the march this morning, whilst diverig-
ing from the road with ;)ur hawks, we found
a fine bustard on .the plain, He took wing
as we approached, and a couple of!large
hawks were flown at him. After reconnoi-
tring their gigantic opponent, however, they
seemed afraid ' to engage, and came back to
wrist..t' The falconers marked the bird: and,
proceeding to camp, provided themselves with
a series of snares—the same used by them to
catch live birds for training their hawks—and
returned to the spot. These they spread in
a convenient place, a few hundred yards:in
advance of the bustard’s station ; and .then
describing a wide circle, they came round tg
the rear of the bird, and by cautiously and
. slowly, approaching, gradually drove the in-
fatuated ivictim into the nets, where his long
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legs were soon’entangled, and he became -an
éasy prey. 'He was an immense bird of .the
'kind ; measured..seven feet six inches from
tip td tip’ of wings; and weighed ‘twénty-
seven pounds and a half, twice the weight of
a good Norfolk turkey.
¥

The next iday being the anniversary of
the capture of Bhurtpore, this noblest of fea-
thered game made no bad piéce de résistance
for the head of his lordship’s table.

On the 19¢% we crossed the river Dussaun,
and on the 20tk of January, reached the sta+
tion of- Kaifah, where the Commander-ins
chief reviewed the two regiments of infantry,
and one cavalry corps, cantoned there. The
situation of the town is sultry, from the air
being intercepted by a considerable rocky
eminence which half surrounds it, and the
rays of the sun being reflected from the same.
At 2 p.m., the therm. rose to 90°. Kaitah is
an advanced post of the Company, pushed,
into the heurt of the native principalities of
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Bundelcund, for the usual purposes of super-
wyision and coercion.

- We halted one entire day at Kaitah, and
‘'on the 22¢, made a march of sixteen miles to
the town of Chirkari; another of the minia-
ture royalties of Bundelcund. The Rajah
‘came forth to give the embrace of welcome: to
the Commander-in-Chief, and accompanied
us to the canip. He is very old and infirm ;
and his grandson, a boy of twelve years old,
is his heir apparent. He is a sharp and in-
telligent lad, and is already, at his tender age,
a benedict. The royal revenue of Chirkarj
amounts to about four lacs of rupees, or forty
thousand pounds. The old man talked about
his want of means to supply us with suitable
entertainment, at his court, but promised a
good .day’s sport in his rumnah by way of
succedaneum. We returned the chief’s visit
in the afternoon. His palace, situated in the
centre of the town, has nothing remarkable
_about it, but the site of the city itself is ex-
tremely picturesque. It is spread roﬁnd the
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foot of a lofty rocky hill, on the summit of
which the fort is situated. This latter would
be almost impregnable by native troops, if
the Rajah had not;agreeable to the usual
custom of Indian princes—neglected to coms-
plete the fortifications begun by his prede,
cessor, which would have probably enclosed
'in. their enceinte two important elevations,
pow without the walls, and commanding
the citadel. The only access to the fortress
is by a flight of steps cut in the rock, suffi+
ciently easy of ascent for elephants. In
viewing the surrou‘nding country’ from the
bastions of the fortress, the spectator is led, by
the rich luxuriant appearance of the forests,
to imagine that the soil is fruitful ; but on a
nearer acquaintance with these wide spread-
ing woods he finds that the trees, deriving
their sap from an arid and rocky bed, are of
dwarfish growth, and inferior qualities.

The next morning, a large party of sports-
men was early in the field, At the entrance
of the rumnah the elephants were left behind,
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and, conducted by itwo.iyoung -natural |sons of.
theTRajah, we soon:commenced action,:},Qur
guides are fine handsome dashing youths:,and;
were:it not for the vigilant guardianship of the
‘Company, there is little doubt but they would;
(instead'of calmly sitting by to !see, thein
infant brother ascend the throne) seize, the
obnoxious stripling immediately on the death
of ‘the present incumbent, wring his neckjy
usurp . the throne, and having thus far pros
ceeded -hand in -hand, one would cut the
other’s throat; and lo! the surviver sole-pro+
prietor «of 'the Raj! For this style of royal
succession they have abundant precedents in
the history of every ancient kingdom: in
India. "'

Our party had not penetrated many hun-
dred yards into the preserve, ere we fell in
with large herds of antelopes, spotted deer,
and niel ghie; but we found that with a
‘numerous troop of laughing and talking
Englishmen, it was hopeless to attempt to
approach these wild denizens of the forest.
1, therefore, soon parted company, and went
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on a"s:)li'tary‘ craise ; but it whs inot: a véry.
lucrhtive one: "I fired away'ali my carfrid‘cgeéi
in random shots,'and when'T found myself in:
the very heart of the preserve, with deer bound-
ing past me in all direction, I had not a ball
to 'expend upon them. I killed a niel ghau,
early'in the day, but could not find an ele-
'phant to carry him home. Add to this, I lost
my way, and when.at length, directed by the
reports of my companions’ guns, I steered
through the thick bushes in the.direction of
the sound, I was saluted by such vollies of
bullets,.aimed at the herds which I’ was driv+
ing towards my friends, that I was quickly
obliged to alter my course ; gave up ialli idea
of joining convoy, and, after some difficulty,
piloted myself back to the elephants, by
sunset.

The scene of our chasse lay in an extensive
forest spreading for many leagues over a
plain, studded with wild groups of black‘
rocks, and backed up by a picturesque range
of well-wooded elevations. The whole jungle
was redolent with the fragrant blossoms of
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the baubul; and the juicy bhaire extended
its well loaded branches for the refreshment
of the parched hunter. .

The niel ghau, which abounds in these fo-
rests, grows to an immense size; in some
instances attaining the height of fifteen hands.
The limbs of -this beautiful animal unite ‘the
strength of the ox, with the activity and elas-
ticity of the deer. The head is very small
and fine, furnished with short horns directed
backwards, and set on a neck of prodigious
.stréngth. The colour of the male is a' deep
slate, whence the epithet of niel (blue).

Jan. 24th. Head-quarters quitted Chirkari,
and after four days’ marches of little interest,
crossed the pretty, river Cane, famous for its
pebbles, and re-entered the British dominions.
On the eastern bank we met the Nawaub
Zoolficar Ali, who escorted his Excellency
;into the town of Banda: where a small force
of the Company’s troops is stationed.

The Nawaub, who has a palace near the
town, is the younger brother and successor of
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the Nawaub ,Shemshere Bahauder (son of*
Ali Bahauder, the Mahratta conqueror of
Bundelcund), with whom, at.the cession of*
the Bundeela provinces to the Company in
1803, the English government entered into
a conciliatory engagement, securing to him an-
estate of forty thousand pounds per annum.

It is related that at the capture of Banda
by the English, the fort, which is situated on’
the opposite bank of the Cane, only fired oni
shot—as & point of honour—and that that
one shot ended its career in the breast “bf a
British officer.

The present Nawaub is a short stout man,
- of remarkably fair complexion, and good-
natured countenance: his age is about twenty-
nine ; although from his corpulence—which
with natives of rank is generally commen-
surate with their means of supporting it—
and from the usual dignified and posé manner
of the Mussulman, he appears much older.
He is a great admirer and follower of Enghsh
manners and customs, and his adoption of
them corresponds with his Mahomedan edu-
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cation, about as aptly as do his Englishi top-
boots with the splendid keemcab tunic and
cashmere shawl, which form his usual cos-
tume.

His Anglomania, it is said, costs him an-
nually many thousands of rupees, which
glide into the pockets of the knowing ones of
the Cawnpore turf; and at the price of which
he enjoys the distinction of entering two -or
three unsuccessful horses every season; and
secures to himself from his English friends
the enviable title of a d—d good fellow!

He led us, with evident pride, through his
stud and racing stables, and amongst a host
of lanky weeds, shewed us some few prom'ising ‘
colts. Among his stallions he has many Eng-
lish horses of note, whose names have been

Jwell known even at Newmarket and Doncas-
ter. In his carriage stables he paraded about
fifteen pair of respectable horses; he has a
vast variety of English vehicles ; twenty ele-
phants; and a numerous troop of body guards,
well mounted, and accoutred after the fashion
of the Company’s cavalry. With this exten-
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sive establishment, .and a whole colony of
poor relations living upon -him, it is sul"pl:is-“
ing that the good-natured Nawaub can keep
his head above water.

'98th. Halted at Banda. In the morning
a review of a native infantry corps; and in
the évening a grand dinner with his highness
Zoolficar Ali, at which he made a special
petition that the ladies of the party should be
present. He received Lord Combermere on
the threshold with a French embrace, and
then led the way into a well furnished draw-
ing-room, where, during the half hour pre-
ceding the repast, he stood up and conversed
freely and fluently with the men; but did
not venture to address the ladies. The Na-
waub’s evening costume was a shawl coat,
buttoned A I’Anglaise, and richly laced down
the breast ; with an embroidered velvet skull-
cap in pface of a turban: the ill-assorting
top-boots still held their place, and his nose
was decorated-with a pair of English silver

spectacles.” A profusion of the Scrap-book
Vou. IIL, ! K
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tribe was spread upon the table; and there were
as ;napy sofas to lounge upon, and tabourets
to tumble over, as are to be found in thie most
approved drawing-rooms in England.

Dinner being at length announced by a
train of liveried servants, our host—without
taking the slightest notice of his lady guests
—Iled the way into a spacious salon w‘here,a
table was spread for about forty persons. ,An
excellent dinner was laid out in the Calcutta
fashion, and there was a good supply of claret
and other European wines. Amongst the
. dishes I was somewhat surprised to recognize
a haip, and a very palpable group of sausages
—portions of the unclean beast on the board
- of a follower of the Prophet!

Contrary to the usual custom of our Mus-
sulman hosts, Zoolficar Ali ate, without the
least scruple or reserve, of the dishes which
were common to us all, and seemed to take it
as a compliment when his lordship helped
him to some pillau. My station at table was-
directly opposite to ¢ the chair;’ and I could
not forbear smiling as I watched his futile
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attempts to prevent that most awkward, of
instruments, an English silver fork, from
turniing in his hand ; and I thought that, in
his perplexity, he was sore tempted to have
recourse to the more“pﬁmitivé agency of his
fingers-—after the example of poor ¢ Hajji
Baba.jn England’ As I was pursuing my
rather rude observation, he suddenly caught
iny eye, and very nearly converted my smile
into laughter long and loud, by giving me a ‘
stedfast, penetrating look, and saying in a
sharp tone, * Glass vaine!” I salaamed, filled
my glass, and the orthodox Islamite drank to
me in water. .

The entertainment was conducted through-
out in an orderly and respectable manner; a
choice set of dancing girls were allowed to
dance before the party during the dessert, and
the evening was concluded by a display of
ﬁrewg}rks.

The Nawaub’s late brother, Shemshere Ba-
hauder, was by no means so respectable a
character, or so conscientious an observer of

the inculcations of the Koran, as his suc-
K¢
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cessor. e was elected honorary. member; of
an English' dragoon mess, ,and there,, and
elsewhere, indulged in large libations, of;thg
forbidden, juice. . Constant -communication
with the English confirmed him as ia. mqu,vajs.
sujet; for he cared not what his company
was, so that it was European,

Jan. 20th. Dispatched my heavy baggage
and servants to Allahabad by the direct route;
and made arrangements to leave Head-quar;
ters on the 1st prox., after having seen,the
famous fortress of Kallinger. We left Banda
this morning; and the next day the camp
was pitched in a wide, cultivated plain, eleven
_miles from the above-named stronghold. At
this distance the,vast fortified rock, like an
inland - Gibraltar, is distinctly visible ; and
‘beyond it, in faint perspective, is discerned
the great range of lofty table-land, extend-
ing from the mountain fort of Rhotasghur
on the Sone river, more than half across cen-
tral India, '

In the evening I took my pony and my

~
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guit) dnd rdinbled among' thé neighbouring
Fivines, in whose tangled gorges thé crowing
of the paitridges held out'a temptinginvita-
tion'to the sportsma}l. I had an hour’s capital
sport, killing a good bag of partridges, quail,
and:rock-pigeon. At the first report of my
gun t&e plain was alive with niel ghie and
deer, great herds of them scouring away in
every. direction. With the hope of taking
one ‘of these wild creatures by surprise, I kept
one barrel loaded with ball, and on my way
home my expectations were realized. Whilst
wilking along the bottom of a ravi;ie, a couple
of red deer, roused by my dog—who had been
playing the truant at some distance~-came
at full speed along the brow towards me. I
dived into a bush; they passed me at about
thirty paces; I let the lady-doe pass; and
'the buck answered my shot by a convulsive
= bound, rolling down the flank of the ravine,
almost to my feet. The ball had severed

the spine.’ . d

v Jan. 31st. | By daybreak, as usual, our ean-
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vas city was taken up by the roots; carried
over eleven miles of space, and replanted
under the rock of Kallinger. It was my last
march with the Head-quarters camp. Ahout
a mile from Kallinger, we encountered a nu-
merous cavalcade, which proved to be that of
the Rajah Bukt Singh of Adjeeghur, another.
formidable rock-fortress, twenty miles to the
south-eastward. This place fell to the Bri-
tish, after a desj)erate resistance, and a con-
siderable loss on our side, in 1809; and it
capture was signalized by a most barbarian
act on the part of a relative of the Zemindar.
This old man was sent to the zenana to pre-
pare the fair inmates for their removal with
‘their chief; and the messenger not returning,
the house was broken into ; when it was dis-
covered that—instigated by a dread of the
besiegers’ violence—he had cut the throats of
all the women and children, and, very pro-
‘ perly, crowned the catastrophe by cutting his
own. Tragedies such as these are of common
occurrence in the history of Indian siegés ;

but the most approved, and certéinly the
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most complete method of preserving the ze-
nana inviolate was by the summary process
of blowing it into the air by ineans of mines,
prepared with providential foresight by the
besieged, and exploded by some devoted ser-
vant at a preconcerted signal.

Our‘camp occupied a tolerably level space
of ground, dotted with bushes and rocks,
within three hundred yards of the foot of the
Kallinger rock ; nor could a more favourable
position have been chosen to display to
advantage the grand and awful proportions
of this formidable stronghold.

The hill on which Kallinger stands is said
to be nine hundred and sixty feet above the

plain ; it stands out in isolated grandeur from
the main range, from which it is separated by
a deep, rocky, and thickly-wooded valley.
The flanks of the mountain are scarped almost
perpendicularly on all sides, and are thickly
clothed with stunted copse-wood, with the ex-
ception of a space of about fifty feet from the
summit, which presents a natural wall of bare
rock, scarcely needing the solid curtains and
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bastions: of 1 stoneisurmounting: ity and |conw
forming in their curves and-angles exactlyrto
the shape of the-hill. 'The circumferénce/of
the-battlements is -computed at six milés:
The oilly» access to the fort is by a stair-road,
as at Gwalior ; and Kallinger being at least
as high again as the latter place, the ascent
‘is proportionately more fatiguing. I rode my
mountain-mule the greater part of the way,
and was just an hour from base to summit.
It s a “curious fact, that the sufface of the
rock, whose sides are so rugged and’ steep,
'presents - a inearly level .table-land; and the
like speculiarity is observable throughout' the
'mountain-fortresses of Bundelcund. There is
smooth space, sprinkled with turf, of sufficient
-extent ‘for the manceuvres of a regiment, or a
gamé.at cricket; and there are the remains
of a capital carriage-road three miles and a
half in circuit. The English officers of the
garrison, until within these few years, had
buggies brought to the summit on the heads -
of porters, and enjoyed their.evening 'diive
f1iné hundred feet above the plain. Hill forts
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usually fail in that most-important of muni-
tions,water ; .but, Kallinger, in!addition to
severaly spacious tanks,! possesses one: -well
which, .for aught that is known to'thelcon-
trary, imay reach the antipodes—for it has
never been fathomed. '

It appears as though' Providence had-de+
signed this’ province for the last refuge of
Indian independence, so perfect.in their de-
fensive properties are all these natural bul-
warks spread throughout the district. It is
certain that, though overrun for the space, of
fourteen years by the countless hosts of the
Mabhrattas, Bundelcund was never fai.rly sub-
jected; and that the same Kallinger that
.worsted the repeated and obstinate attacks of
the thitherto successful Ali Bahauder, :op-
posed as brilliant a résistance to even British
arms, and upheld the standard of liberty long
after the whole of the surrounding country
had succumbed to the -pertinacious ambition
of the Company.

The English army invested this fort in 1810,
and, getting possession of a small conical hill,
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a kind of natural outwork, called Kallingeri;
erected their batteries thereon.. Although the
distance of twelve hundred yards from ithe
nearest point of the battlements was almost
too great for the effecting of a good breach,
the guns, directed against an angle, brought
down considerable masses of masonry; and
the storming party, encouraged by these ap-
pearances, rushed down from their position,
and commenced their arduous progress across
the ‘craggy and tangled gorge separating
. the lesser from the main rock. A murderous
fire was poured upon the ascending troops,
and huge blocks of granite rolled destruction
through their ranks. Nevertheless, they per-
severed, and on approaching the work, what
was their consternation, when they disco-
vered that the brickwork which had been bat-
tered down, had only served as a facing to
the bluff scarped rock | The breach was to-
tally impregnable, and the English were forced
back with severe loss. What, however, could -
not be effected by lead and steel, was speedily
accomplished by all-conquering “gold—the
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sinews of diplomacy as well as of war—and
the fortress was surrendered by negotiation
shortly after our failure.

As I stood on the frowning brow of the
positively inaccessible angle which formed
the point of attack, my bosom swelled with
emotions of pride at the determined hardihood
which alone'could have brought my country-
men to the hopeless exploit. I gazed from the
dizzy height upon the mist-covered jungle
below, until I almost fancied I heard the loud
huzzas of the imf)etuous storming party; and
I felt that, on the ‘coigne of vantage’ Wilelje I
stood, I could, with a troop of twenty men
and as many old women, and with no other
arms than the huge stones which lay in piles
around me, have made good my Thermopyle
against tens of thousands and hundreds of
thousands!

The antiquity of Ka.llinger is, like its famous
well, unfathomable. _Mahomedan historians
make mention of Rajahs of Kallinger as far
back as A.p. 1008. It was taken by the Em-
peror Shere Khan about the middle of the
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sixteenth ‘céfiturys but its fall 'whs'hiéoti-
plishéd by the -tréachery of ‘the garrison, atid
thé éohquero? Tost his life in the'assault, by
the explosion of a magazine ‘i one'of the
batteries. | ¥ Lol
I “TThe forests;, which spread ovér the-valliés
and hills to the south and east' of Kallinger,
abound in game of. every species. ﬁ‘llé'éigdﬁ-
tic elk, so rare in India, the ‘leopard’4nd
hyena’ are frequently fallen in with 'and sho't
by 'theé 'officers of the three cofnpanieé ‘who
form ‘the garrison of this sequestered fottress.
Theréis' Jittle' danger in the pursuit of!the
?lgi'tté‘l"ﬁhi'mals:‘, even_on foot, for they heéver
l'a’tt'emp’cJ resistance, except when they are'too
'miich 'wounded to escape.

l

e

My dik from Kallinger to Allahabad was
duly laid for the evening of this day, Feb.
Jst. At the latter town it is my intention
-to embark on the Ganges, and 'sail down its
.stream hs far as Dinapore, to' give a meeting
to a young relative who has’just donned the
‘Honourable Company’s uniform. At 9 p.m.,
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my palankeen was reported ready.: the bear:
ers were girding up, thein loins, and jabbering
about khanah and peisa*, their ‘npvel;—,val;y:-
ing topics ; the Mussalgees replenishing and
lighting their torches ; the broad-shouldered,
fierce-looking, bare;legged Burkindass twirled
his, moustaches, braced his buckler, apd
shouldered his sheathed sword ; my faithful
surdar-bearer bustled about, arranging pil-
lows and reziest—(Oh for an established orthe-
graphy of current Indian words! for I believe
I spell them differently as often as they occur)
—the. bangyburdarsi, after nicelj';balanqi,rgg
their patarras, had already jogged forward;
and syces, khitmutgars, hookahburdars, and
other domestic ministers with hard titles and
easy offices, were craning about the tent-door,
and each in their turn—though previously
furnished with orders, with, the view to save
trouble at the last moment—advancing with
closed hands and open mouths, to get,the

Sahib’s hookam -about horses, and baggage,

. L2
* Food and payment. *+ Quilted bed-covering.
' 1 Baggage porters.
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a:ld hookahs ; or to insinuate a whispered
prayer for buckshees; or t put in a ¢ humbly
sheweth;’ calligraphized by some erudite camp
sircar, . setting forth some petty grievance, or
petitioning for discharge or increase of pay,
backed by well feigned panic at the prospect
of a Calcutta climate !

As I tarried for a moment beforeé the door,
to deliver a parting injunction to miy hiajor-
domo, a crowd of my private bearers suddenly
set up a combined yell of complaint, in which
1 could just collect that the Khansamabh;
under the“inﬂuence of .opiunm, had with his
Mussulman fists battered the whole body cor-
porate of the Hindoo officials—the defendant
in return alleging that he had been wrought
by their gaulee*.to commit the assault.

After striving for 4 few moments to make
out the pros and cons of the case, it ended
by my sending the whole party to Jehanum,
bundling into my palankeen, and drowning
their complaints in the chanted refrain of my-
dak bearers ; whose monotorious chorus, as-

* Abuse,
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disted by the cradle-like motion of my.equi-
pdge, lulled, me, in the course of time, into.a
comfortable sleep. .Thus ended iny last day
in, camp : and much did I regret my canvas
tabérnacle, with its .diurnal change of site
and prospect; the healthful daily journey,
anticipating the sun ; the busy bustle of the
line of march ; the diverging ramble from the
direct route with chetahs, greyhounds, or fal-
cons ; the amusing visits to royal personages
at their glittering courts, and the still more
exciting interviews with royal tigers n their
jungle realms ; the half-sporting, half-recon-
noitring stroll in the afgernoon, wi.th gun or
pencil equally ready for its object; the repast
rendered more savoury by exercise, and di-
gested to the ° interposing puff’ of the cozy,
dozy hookah; the evening whist-parties,
given in routine by the heads of departments
of our migratory microcosm, and graced by
the presence of ladies—where camp politics
were discussed, or well digested plans were
arranged for the morrow’s chasse; the con-

stant and endless variety of climes and coun-
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tries, customs and characters, scenery, and
incident—in a word, the roving, ?ng'nf;,
gypsy-like life, in which novelty trips up the
heels of ennui, and adventure l:asts out the
blue devils engendered by an enervating
climate. |

But I left myself asleep in my palankee‘n,
at 9 p.M., on the 1st of Februarj At sunrise
on the 2ad, I passed through the pretty town
of Turrowah ; crossed the Jumna at the vil-
lage of "Mow at 8 p.M.; and reached Allaha-
bad at gunfire on the morning of the 3rd, thus
accomplisiling, in about thirty-two hours, the
distance that the Head-quarters camp will'
consume ten days in performing. I only
halted one hour .on the road, to make a ﬁ;eal
of tea and biscuit: my banqueting-hall was
an umbraoeous mango grove ; the roof of my
palankeen formed a convenient table; and
my Hebe was a garrulo_us old woman, who,
‘ for a consideration,” purveyed for me, froin..
the neighbouring hamlet, an earthep-p‘ot of
goat’s niilk, which had been boiled just too
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late to prevent its turning sour. At Allaha-
bad I was hospitably received by Captain
Mein, the Assistant Commissary General,
who introduced me to the budgerow destined
for my transport to Calcutta; and in which,
in the course of the day, all my goods and
chattels were safely deposited. The shore
of the Ganges, for many hundred yards
under the steep bank on which Captain
Mein’s house is situated, is lined with the
budgerows, horse-boats, office-boats and cook-
boats, forming the fleet of the Head-quar-
ters ; and at the mast head of each officer’s
galley flaunts a gay-coloured, distinguishing
flag.

The important, and, to the Hindoos, holy
city of Allahabad is eligibly situated at the
confluence of the Ganges and Jumna; and
the fort, a place of great extent and strepngth,
commands the navigation of both rivers. The
emperor Acbar founded the new city in 1581,
and his handy-work came into the clutches
of the English in 1765. Here Lord Clive

received from Shah Aulum of Delhi—on con-
Vou, II. L
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ditions of protection—the legal possession of
the province of Bengal. The Company laid
out vast sums of rupees on the fortifications
of this important stronghold, and made it. the
grand depét of ‘military stores and provincial
justice for the upper districts of India. I
had not been long at Allahabad ere 1 re-
ceived a message from Doorjun Saul; the ex-
usurper of Bhurtpore, who is now a state
prisoner in the fort. In a dhéllee of fruits,
vegetables, and preserves, he insinuated—Ilike
Cleopatra’s asp—a-letter, in which he be-
sought me, as Mousahib* to the Lord-general,
to visit him, and to exert my influence at the
British court for his liberation—an invitation
which I politely declined, preferring a jaunt
to the grand fair—now in celebration under
the walls of the fort—to being made the au-
ditor of complaints, for which I could admi-
nister no balm. '
The fair—in fair company, for such I en-
joyed on the occasion—was worth_ seeing:
There 'was more chaffering and bargaining,

* Aidele-camp,
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hope ''tg “navigate''Severi’ hundred and'fifty
miles, withoiit beconiing fosd" fo lalligatbns.
My palankeen and half a dozen' domestics,
with a possé of dogs and goats, were esta-
blished . as outside" passengers; on 'the roof,
or poop of the vessel : the maungee*: gave
the word fors weighing; the huge lgan’;boo‘s
cramped the top-heavy ark from the shore’;
she swung heavily round ; and after carrying
aWéy the noses of several fighre-heads, and
jamming in the jilmilst of two or three- Kister
budgerows, niy gallant tub rolled grdcefully
'dway, like a swan—out of water—followed by
la- favouring breeze and the hearty execra-
tiong of the crews of the injured vessels. My
little fleet consisted of this my private yacht,
a smaller boat for servants’ baggage and kit-
chen, arid a little dingheé, or Ganges wherry.
The budgerow, though unwieldy and ungo-
vernable in narrow winding streams, and high
winds, is really, — considering its primitive
-conhstruction, for it appears to have beén
built after Jason’s model—very ‘well- calcu-

* Boddswair, # Venetia blinds,
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lated for Ganges’ ..pax?igatimi. The accommo-
(dation;hetween decks is even superior to that
of; a frigate—my sitting-room being, seven-
teen feet and.a half by fifteen feet, and nearly
eight feet high, and the sleeping cabin, more
" abaft, about twelve feet square. In addition
1o two large square sails, it is furnished with
;fourteeh long sweeps. The voyages ,are al-
ways made by daylight, the ‘numerous shoals
1of the river rendering night navigation dan-
gerous, ‘Towards sunset the budgerow is, there-
fore, run ashore in some favourable spot, and
the dindies—as the boatmen are called, from
tlie word din, an oar—instantly set about
making their little temi)orary ovens on the
bank, to bake’ their chupatties, and concoct
their curry. The crews are of either sect,
Mussulman or Hindoo ; the formet: -are, per-
Jhaps, the more able-bodied seamen, and
stauncher at the oar; but they cook their
meals on board, and smother the passeil-
ger—already stewed by 90° of Fahrenheit—
with their savoury steams. The Hindoos,
on, the contrary, are forbidden by their reli-
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gion to perform "these rites on board, selag:
ing themselves with parched grain and sweet-
meats, until the anchoring of the vessels
gives ’ghem. the advantqgeé of a legitimate
feast. 'Then, indeed, do these sufferers for
religion’s sake make up for lost time. An
Englishman who pecks at his three or fonr
meals per diem, would stare to seg the moun-
tain of rice devoured at a sitting by these
hard-working and hungry disciples of Brah:
mah. |

The dandles are generally fine, stout and
sleek figures. In rowing they stand upright,
advancing and retiring two or three steps at
every St{oke ; and lightening their labour, as
~Wetll‘as‘Prcaserv'ing the measure, by a song
and chorus y R
; The Ganges, though certainly magmhcent
as a river, from the great width of its stream
and the fineness of its water, must yield -the
palm of plcturesque beauty to the Thames,
the Liffy, or the Rhine. Its banks present, an
unvaried sand-wall on one hand ; and on-the
other, are law, ﬁat, an_d ui}brol{én,_ This _iS,
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however, speaking gener_all'y ; for there 'are
points and headlands on the g;eat river, which,
invested as they are with all the scenic requi-
'_sites of wood, water, and architecture, afford
brilliant subjects for the pencil. Almost
every sand-bank—and the Ganges is replete
with them—forms the basking place of some
huge alligator, It is not unusual to see a
group of ten or twelve of these monsters lying
so motionless, in their enjoyment of the sun,
that an unaccustomed eye would mistake
them for lo_gé of timber. On the near ap-
proach of a boat they tumble climsily into
_the water and disappear, There are two
species of the alligator, the most common of
};rhich, the long-nosed, preys only upon fish.
But the short-headed mugger, which grows
to the length of thirty feet, extends his tastes
to flesh, human or bestial.

~ About 4 r.m., on the 6i, I sailed past Mir-,
zapaore, a large town, situated. on the right
bank of the river, It drives a busy trade in
cotton and silk, and is famous for the manu-
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facture of carpeting. The bank of the stream
is adorned with se_%reljal fine ghauts and tem-
ples: a little below the town, four or five
handsome houses mark the Civil Station; and
a line of more humble bungalows, the Can-
tonments. '

The ghauts—Aflights of steps to the river—
of which every town on the Ganges boasts of
three or four, always present an animated
scene to the aquatic passenger. At all hours
of the day, but.more particularly in the morn-
ing, they are thronged with busy crowds of -
Hirldoos, whovare certainly the most cleanly
pebplé in the world. The Brahmin may be
‘Seeft ' dtinding up to his knees in the holy
'dtrea!! with depressed head, and hands in
thie'lattitude ofprayer; or carefully washing
‘tIfe symbolical thread, the badge of his sacred
‘daste. Women, with their graceful garments,
Jand still more graceful persons, and with their
“Wwéll-poiséd water-vessels on their heads, glide
Jﬁiﬁ'é‘nd”db‘vs?h' the steps in 'execution of their
duty; the drudgéry of the ‘mendge. ¥It does
one’s heart good to see these elegant creatures
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A little apart from the town and the public
haunts of man, 'females, singly or in pairs,
‘may be seen stealing down to the river, like
Musidora, to bathe their ¢ fervent limbs in the
refreshing flood ;’ like her, unconscious of
any treacherous Pamon, after a hasty glance
up the bank and along the shore, they disen-
gage themselves in an instant from their
simple garment, and plunge into the stream.

This dress of the women consists of but one
piece of cloth, the sarree; it is fastened round
the waist, and thrown over the head and
across the bosom. ~Simple though it be, this
attire ig infinitely more graceful, and even
more decent, than the evening costume of the
belles of more sophisticated regions. ‘

I have often been amused by, and marvelled
at, the total absence of all visible stpathy or
gallantry between the Hindoa men and women
in public. In Europe, on occasions like these
conventions on the Ghaut, there would doubt-
Jess be free scope given to badinage, ribaldry; -
and practical jokes; but the orderly Hindoo
plods through his prayers and ablutions per-
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fectly indistrait by the vicinity of his fair
neighbour, whom he suffers to raise the pon-
,d_el,",(-ms_ watey-vessel _to her head, without-
dreaming of offering assistance.

Feb. 7th. At 3 p.M., passed the town and
fortress of Chunar. The appearance of this
placé is very striking ; and its situation, on a-
bluff rock jutting far into the river, and coms
manding ity navigation, makes it a’formidable
tﬁil-bar on this great high road of military
and cémmercial con.n_munica,tion between Bén:
gal and the upper provinces, Thig strong-
hold has been the scene of many sieges and
battles. In 1575, it held out against 3 Mogul
ai‘my for six months ; and in 1764, it surrep.
dered to the English, after having repulsed
_them in a night attack, The fort of Chunar
1s the prison of a Mahratta rebél, of rank, and
the Chelsea Qf European jnvalids ; and if thq
one is nof speedily emancipated from his
chains, and the others from all sublunary—or
rather sub-solar —maladies, I shall never
more put faith jn the dissolving powers of
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b“

hegt # for thig bare, bright rock must, be,the

AR

oftes t”5pot in the quld,”,The atural, pros

1 d
duetions of Chunar are its fine {reg-stone, and

i RO

famous, tobacco. I pasaed the toyn ;without

T

landmg,: sending the small boat a$hore to cater

"b"..

for prowswps o
ThlS Jonely, lazy, lounging .aquatic: expedi;
tion,; appears to me somewhat monotonous+
. though "not ungrateful —after the constant
action, and’ busthng variety of ¢ life in camp;y
It is;some days-since I have heard my own
yoice, except in the necessary laconic, oxders
to, my hative attendants: my pretty spaniel,
Rustem, with his insinuating wriggle and elo;
guentrwhine, seems, indeed, as if he only
;ggntpd .the, gift of utterance, to say a great
deal ;. but his yisits to his master being regu-
'létqd_ more by appetite than duty, he only
makes his appéarance in the parlour about
t}l_e time that the cook-boat runs alongside—
preferring a romp on deck with the goat
to.;any, ;o‘ther less mercurial society, The
scuffling attacks .of the .one and the, repelr
lent . bufts; of the pther come as distinetly
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hotnd''td h’ﬁgr dénises ' thitbugh tiid everbefat!
it Hoith R the' ik of) o8 thésgh ]
'were iy oculaf "’tness of théir' trainliolg‘“ Thé
hétits foat past’ as 'smoothly "and slowly' ad
the 'stfean of the unruffled and somewhat
dilatory Ganges; and my faith in my own
fund' of resources is sometimes gr‘ie'vbusly
shaken" by ‘a longing for the dinner hour,
prompted more by ennui than hunger. Yet
théré is sombthing of luxury and comfort'iti
thiis ghdmg through space with sd little ot
ble' to oneself, and in the feeling that you 'are
wending rapidly towards your ' destinatiofi)
whilst engaged in your usual pur‘sdifs"‘dh;&
avocations. I look round my littlé‘ﬂd’ltiﬁ'g
lioime with a self-hugging complacency,; dnd
when I am fairly ensconced in my deepr éhsy
chair, with my slippered feet on the sill '6f
the open window; my novel, my book ‘of
topographical reference, my houkah and iy
sherbet, I would not barter my cozy solitud¢
and the moving panorama constantly beforé
me, for ‘any ‘pleasure or scene which' iwotild
ifivolve the riecessity of rising from 1y beat.
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- Feb.8th. At ten o'clock this mbrnihg) thd
great city of Benares hove in sight. T therefore
ordered my chair; my chattah *, afid my teles
scope upon deck, and during the hour which
wds occupied in sailing past this Indian Ba-
bylon, I found ample amusement and interest
in the busy scene which the Ganges’ bank
daily presents at this hout. Great masses of
building crowd, one below another, down to
the water’s edge : splendid modern palaces,
gaunt and deserted ruins, Hindoo temples,
Mahometan mosques, Spacious ghauts alivé
with moving myriads of bathers ; fat Brah-
mins, lean fakirs, hobbling and squabbling
beldames, plump and. taper damsels, all
seemed to pass in review before me; and T
was scarcely tired of laughing and admiring,
sketching and spying, ere I found myself at
the Raj Ghaut, where I gave orders to shorten
sail and drop anchor.

A buggy, sent for me by Mr. Hamilton, the
magistrate, was in waiting ; I jumped into it
and drove to the splendid mansion of Sir

* Large umbrella,
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Frederic Hamilton, (the collector of Be-
nares )-—-—su;uated near the cantonients, and
about five miles from the rlver—where I was
most hospitably entreated during two days.
Of the town 1 had only a cursory view. The
streets are narrow and dirty, crowded from
miorn till night with tribes of fakirs, prdces-
sions, horses; elephants, Brahminee bulls and
Bralminee marriages. In this holy head-
quarters of Hindooism, the most remarkable
and prominent edifice is the great-musjed of*
Aurungzebe,—whose lofty minars seem to look
down with contempt upon the Lilliputian
crowds * of Hindoo muts within view of its
proud dome. How galling musi the Muez-
zin’s call be to the ears of the five hundred
thousand followers of Brahmah, who form the
chief population of Benares *. R
In the English cantonments, a house was
pointed out to me in which Mr. Cherry, the
Resident, and three ‘other English civil-ger-

* At Benares is the famous Vidalaia, or Hindoo College; where,
among other well-established points- of science, .the students.are
instructed that the sun revolves round the earth.
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vants Wef'e-—in 1799—butchered by the emis-
saries of Vizier Ali, the Ex-Nawaub of Oude.
The traitors seized the occasion of an ami-
cable visit to attempt the' massacre of all
the hated British at this station; and they
would, doubtless, have fully succeeded in
their bloody designs, had not one ‘gentle~
man made his escape, and throwing himself
upon a horse, galloped at full speed to the
cavalry cantonments of Sultanpore—eight
amiles from Benares—turned out a squadron,’
which was fortunately at drill, and returned
with it within the hour, and in time to save
many of our countrymen’s lives. The arrival
of this reinforcement was most opportune for
Mr. Davis, the judge. 'When this gentleman’s
house was beset by the murderers, he sent
his family by a spiral turret staircase to the
roof of the building, and when his retreat was
discovered, defended himself on the narrow
escalier for half an hour, with no better wea-
pon than a hog-spear.

On the evening of the 9tk, accompanied by
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a.yeryspecidl round: of beef, land-ai 'odorife:
rous  dhally .of, fruits and’vegetables, T ie<
embarked} and, at daybreak, got und'e:p"‘\ireig'ﬂv
_ for Dinapore. - Thé wind was strong, and’
so inveteratelyiin our. teeth, that sails* and’
oars ;and current were no match for it.. The
budgerow, however, has yet another method
of locomotion, namely tracking. A rope!is.
fastened’ to the mast-head, and .the ‘ctew;
Jumping overboard like so many frogs, swiid'
to shore, and drag the vessel along thé banks, '
until a favourable turn in thetriver: or-the
wind brings them all on board agai. ' "

Received this day a packet from Head-
quarters, inclosing a letter from Deyra, giving":
an interesting account of a tiger-hunt. The
correspondent was the same gentleman who,
with my friend and myself, slew the tigress.
and cubs, near that town, in last April. As
there is a plentiful dearth of log-matter on
the river, I shall—with due apologies to the
writer for rendering his letter immortal. by
smuggling it into this important work—take

leave to subjoin an extract. ¢ Having ob“-
Vor. 1L M
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.

tained pretty certain intelligence that a tiger
had taken. up his temporary abode in the
thick wood jungle about the hill of Kalunga,
a party of four of us, assisted by two or three
native volunteers, determined to ‘sally out in
quest of him. Having no elephants, we pro-
ceeded on foot to the spot indicated: as his
lurking place; and, after beating about for
some time without discovering him, we strolled
down the hill, tracking him i)y' his footmarks;
Erskine was in front, and I a few yards be:
hind him, when suddenly and without the
slightest ‘warning the tiger sprung from a
thicket, and seized in his jaws a Goorkah
seapoy, who was close to E——. A native
policeman, who was ‘4t the seapoy’s elbow,
fired his matchlock, when the tiger instantly
dropped his victim, and made at him. Ers-
kine, who all this time had stood firm as a
rock, watching his opportunity, now stepped
up ; and, as the animal was in the act of seiz-
ing the second man, within three paces of
himself, fired his piece : the ball took effect
in the tiger’s back, and he dropped dead on
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the'spott "The: coolness of- Erskine was, be-
yond: allipraise. The tiger measured, ning
feet four iniches. .

+:On the 12¢th., I brought-to at the town of
Gazypore, and sent the crew and servants
ashore to buy food. The best rosewater in In,
dia is‘manufactured here; and attar is so rich,
that it is sold as high as one hundred rupees
for the rupee weight. Travellers are uspally
taken in by sellers of spurious rosewater, and
I proved, though duly warned, no wiser than
my neighbours. A plausible rasgal came on
board, and convinced me, in spite'of my nose,
that, the three carbhies, each containing eight
or ten quarts, which I bought for nine rupees,
were of the very first quality: my hookah-
burdar, who pretended to be a judge, assisted
in making a fool of me€: the bargain was
struck ; the brittle, yet precious carbhies were
a constant source of anxiety to me in my
passage to Calcutta: there the rosy liquid
was carefully run off into quart bottles, to be

taken to England, and the first that I stingily
{ M2
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opened - broughtime the, satisfactory; conyic-
tion that T had been humbugged.,

The next déy‘ an -adverse'storm raged for
several hours, and dispersed my armada., My
budgerow; which is surely built, expressly to
be the laughing stock of the winds, was driven
ashore with a bump that upset my breakfast
apparatus; and the crew, after making one or
two efforts at tracking, finally ceased their
fruitless toil and trouble, and quietly took to
their hubble-bubbles *, their liever-failing con-
solation.ift time of need. As my vessel lay
helpless aground, a large fleet of clumsy cotton
boats, coming up the stream, took advantage
of the gale, and sailéd past me in the most
triumphant style. I was just envying them
their prosperous breeze, and perhaps wishing
them a share in my adversity, when a sudden
squall swept over the fleet, and left not a gail
and scarcely a mast standing. Down drifted

thesecumbrous specimens of naval architecture

+ Cocoa-nut pipe so called by the English,
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“with the stréam! and one of the hugést of 'them

ran ashore close dsten of ine witli a force that
would have crushed my comparatively tiny
craft, like' a ‘walnut’under the heel of a Bath
porter.

During- this ‘ill-omened day, I never lost
sight of Buxar. At this town and at Karinta-
Dee; just opposite, there is a grand establish-
“1heiit of the Company’s stud, the superintend-
ant, Major Hunter, having a pretty hotuse at
the latter place. Buxar is chiefly celebrated
as’ the scene of the great victory gained by
the British detachment under Major Munro,
over the countless hosts of Suja ood Doulah
and Cossim Khan in 1764, The English
army consisted of. little more than seven
thousand Europeans and Seapoys, whilst
that of the enemy has been computed at
forty thousand. Our victory was complete,
and the capture of one hundred and thirty
pieces of cannon, and an immense booty,
rewarded the conquerors.

I passed the greater part of Valentines
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day ona shoal in the middld of the tiver. !The
weather was dreadfully hot, and the budgerow
much’ out of the perpendicular; theé crew
standing for two: hours in the water with their
brawny shoulders applied to the counter of
the stubborn vessel, which only respohided by
a slight heave to their strenuous exertions and
vociferated ¢ Allahs!” It was truly a patietice-
proving predicament. Tired of my passive
gituation, I at length jumped out of the win*
dow, and, trustihg to a wet towel twisted round
my head, as an wegis against the sun’s meri-
dional rays, and to the ceaseless ululations of
the -ddndies as a defence against alligators,
enjoyed a refreshing bathe. Then dressing
myself, and taking a gun and a dog, I got
into my dihghee, and leaving my budgerow to
the care of the crew, proceeded to disturb the
siestas of several of the above-named mon-
sters of the deep, whose basking forms I had
previously reconnoitred with my telescope.—-
I failed in accomplishing the destruction of
any of thern ; though I flattered myself—ani
so did my native aide-de-camp—~that many
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of them only owed their safety—like Ajax—to
their seven-fold shield of a.hide. A drop of
blood too, on one occasion discovered by my
man Friday, on a,sand-bank, satigfied me as
to the correctness of my aim.

On these sporting trips I was always ac-
companied by one of the dindies, a plump,
smiling little fellow, whose sleek russet skin,
Nature’s handy-work, was more becoming to
him than the most consummaté production of
Stultz could be to the dandies of my native
land. He was a tacit volunteer, and a perfect
fanatic in his new pursuit. As’a retriever
he was invaluable ; quite usurping the occu-
pation of my spaniel, who was amusingly
jealous. If I shot a wild-duck—and 1 gene-
rally got one for my solitary dinner—the
report of my gun was instantly echoed by the
plunge of my amphibious attendant, who had
generally almost reached his object before his
quadruped rival, conquering his natural hy-
drophobia and urged by despairing emula-
tion, had made up his mind to the dreaded

leap, I never saw any natant animal cleave
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the water with such speed as this fellow, and
T remarked that he always swam on his side
with his right hand protended, and his left
arm vigorously plied as a paddle. This is
intelligible ; for the keel-like side of a man
must oppose much less resistance to the
water than the broad ¢ breast of controversy’
of the straight forward swimmer.

Feb. 15th. 1In the morning, a continuation
of adverse winds, which, however, lulled to-
wards noon. At'3 p.m., I passed the conflu-
ence of the Gogra with the Ganges: it is, next
to the Jumna and the Sone, the most power-
ful of the tributaries to the queen of rivers,
Near the junction was fought—according to
Dow—a great battle. between the armies of
the Emperor Acber and Daood the rebel
governor of Bengal. The latter was beat, and
fled to Patna, which he defended. On arriv-
ing before this place, the emperor, with his
customary heroism, offered to stake his em-
pire in a single combat with Daood—a chal-
lenge declined by the latter. He had bettcer
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have accepted it, for he was afterwards taken,
and murdered in cold blood.

The next morning, on awaking:, I found my
gallant bark scudding, at the rate of ten knots
an hour, before a fresh apd favourable gale
which brought me safe to my anchorage at Di-
napore, after an exhilarating sail of six hours.
I immediately landed, and proceeded to the
barracks by the back way, hoping to take my
relative by surprise. He was out, so I employed
myself in guessing at his character and pur-
suits by the furniture and garniture of his
apartment—a test which I have generally found
to be, at least, as satisfactory as a first personal
interview. I need not detail the conclusions I
drew from the following sketch of the young
cadet’s domicile:—in one corner of the room—
‘that served him for parlour, and kitchen, and
- hall’—stood a box full of oats for the horse;
in another, a billiard cue, a gig-whip, and some
rackets. On the table lay a volume of Shaks-
peare, its pages unthumbed, and its back
impliant; a Persian grammar, which had



170 DINAPORE. [Chi IIL

evidently been half gone through—for only
the last half was left; a- couple of'neaily
.empty boxes of cigars; and a pair of silk
French garters, with the, embroidered motto,
“ Pensez 4 moi.” The pictures which adorned
the white-washed walls were some of ¢ Aikin’s
Symptoms,” and two laige, framed pendant.s
of our first parents in Paradise, and Leda.
- The awkward schoolboy, whom I had lostsight
of for four years, had thrown off the chrysalis
of hoyhood, and become the gay, comely, and
sesquipedalian Ensign. What a change do not
these four years, from twelve to sixteen, bring
about! and with what anxious solicitude must
the parent—at that interval between the two
ages—watch over the dawning qualities of his -
son, which, good or bad, must now be elicited !
During this eventful period, boyhood is ex-
changed for manhood, whims for passions,
love of marbles for first love, and, though last
not least (in my estimation, as I remember),
the jacket for the coat. The sanguine youth,
full of dreams of success, vaults at one spring
into the arena of life, and commences a serics
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of. combats and struggles, ‘it which he pro-
bably finds himself the most'dangerous of his
enemies §'rsometimes -triumphant,. at others
succumbent, vhis' toils . are sooner .or later
rewarded by the olive-crown of experience.

_ Dinapore--the name always gives me an
appetite!—is situated. a few miles below the
confluence of the Sone and Ganges. There.
is little remarkable in the place, except the -
barracks, erected on a more extensive scale
than any other in India, and in which one of
His Majesty’s regiments and two of the Com-
pany’s are quartered. The country round
about is exceedingly fertile in grain, but not
go in rides for the evening airings of the
- English inhabitants. About half a mile from
the barracks is a great victualling establish-
ment, called Deega Farm; the estate is of
some extent, and within its limits are con-
tained a beautiful dwelling-house, splendidly
furnished, the residence of the farmer; a
very extensive Tunbridge-waré shop; im-
mense tanges of stalls, containing about
two thousand bullocks and other cattle;
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wine-- and 8tore’ ‘vaults’; - kitchen* tahgdes s
and - fruit,» vegetable, 'and -fower pardehb
showily Mlaid ! out.”'The lowner; ‘an! English-
man, haviné‘,- as [ was informed, linade 'some
fifty thousand pdunds by the’sainé Species 'of
establishment 'about eight years ‘ags, set up
for a gentlemen, weént to England—-'wherl of
course his rupees found him friends=—diid was
persuaded by them to aspir‘e to a seat in the
councils of his country. His M. P. plan
failed, as did his rupees, and consequently his
friends.; and Mr. H. returned'to Indla, his
poultry; and piggery, where he bids fair Sdon
to realize a second fortune, which—with fifty
thousand pounds’ worth of experi‘énce——vvill
enable him to enact thé’ independent gentlé-
man to the end of his days.

On the eighth day of my stay at Dinapore,
the Head-quarters’ fleet, with its white sails,
flaunting flags, and ¢ pictis puppibus,’ hove in
sight. The pinnace flag-ship, with its twenty-
four first-rate budgerows, store-ships, ¥iré-"
ships—for'so the cook-boats may be’styled—
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and, horse-vessels, made really a 'vgry impos-
ing appearance as theyibore. ;iowp ritpon ithe
town before a,fresh breeze.. ,The Comman-
der-in;chief remained .at Dinapore they, fol-
lowing day to.review the brigade, and was -
entertained in, the evening with a fancy-dress
pal;l_; where there were many good characters,
and:some very pretty ones.

Feb. 25th. The fleet dropped down to. Ban-
kipore, the English civil station, near Patna ;
and the greater portion of our party dined
with Sir Charles D’Oyley. Herewe met with
a hospitable welcome and good cheer, and in
the evening we heard some beautiful music,
and saw some splendid drawings -of the ta-
lented Baronet. At Bankipore are the exten-
sive opium warehouses of the Company ; and
near Patna is a huge mountain of a granary,
built by the English, and alike remarkable
for its size, its expense in building, and its
utter inutility. The city of Patna, of which
Bankipore may be considered a suburb, ex-
tends for many miles along the .right bank
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of the river;:which is, at 'this ‘point,.ifi: the
rainy - season; .;nearly. five. .miles |ih width.'
Patna boasts great antiquity, and is one of
those numerousd cities set up:by conflicting
English -antiquarians, as canditates for; the
site of the great Palibothra of Pliny...i ) -

The remains of an old English factory are
shown, where about.two hundred prisoners,
were butchered by the adventurer 'Sumroo,
whose widow I had the honour of dining with!
a few weeks ago at Meerut. Late in the
evening, our party were provided with equi-
pages, and drove down to the fleet, lying,at
anchor about, five miles distant.

1

At gun-fire on the 26t4, the Head-quarters’
armada got under way, and made a good
day’s run to the village of Bar, a favour-
able wind propelling us at the rate of eight
miles an hour. There was a good deal of
emulation among the budgerows, and I soon
distovered that mine was not among the crack
gailers. Atthe windings of the river, thevessels,
though there was plenty of sea-room, generally
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ran aboard 'of each other; and if one of the
leading ships chanced to touch upon a shoal,
she was sure to be bumped further into the
mud- by the rear attacks of her unwary fol-
lowers. There was something monstrously
.provoking, when well placed in the van of the
fléet," to be thus suddenly arrested in one’s
triumphant career ¢ the friends who shot past
you langhed at your mishap, and those who
backed you up pushed you further into the
scrape—* a plague of such backing;,’ I say.

With prosperous gales, we reached Mon-
ghir at 2 p.M. the next day, and remained
there during the night. The fortress of Mon-
ghir is beautifully situated on a rocky penin-
sula, formed by a graceful sweep of the river:
the walls are of brick, and enclose an enceinte
of about three miles. Most of the ancient
buildings have fallen to ruin, or been cleared
away ; and there are now only a few houses
and bungalows, and a cantonment for sepdys
within the walls. The remainder of the space
is covered with remarkably fine turf, and is
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employed as 4 sparade-gfound. Without the
Wa.lls; and to.the southward of the fort, lies
the town, which is -of great extent: the
country in the neighbourhood is extremely
pretty and fertile, and the prospect is backed:
up by the mountains of Corruckpore. -Mon-
ghir was much strengthened by Cossim'Ali
Khan, the Mogul governor of the province,
who made strenuous efforts to throw off the
yoke of the English : the fort was, however,
taken after a siege of only nine days. ;

The chief Tiogn of the place-is a hot-well,
called the Seeta Coond, or Well of Seeta
—the Apollo of Indian mythology — about
four miles from the fort. It is situated
in a pretty wooded dell; and the fact is
singular that, within a few feet of the hot
well, there are several springs of cold water.
The heat of the Seeta Coond is usually about
137° of Fahrenheit : it is painful to keep the
hand for more than an instant in the stream ;
and instances are recorded of persons having
been scalded to death by falling into it.
The water, having no mineral admixture in
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its composition; is extremely pleasant to the:
~ taste v and such: is its purity-‘and durability”
that I considered six dozen quarts, sent me by
a friend for my voyage to England, an-offer-:
ing at least equivalent to Horace’s vaunted
‘Plenus Albani cadus.” The well is. consi--
dered a spot of great sanctity by the Hindoos,
and superstition has invested it with a diviie
origin. The rock from which the stream
gushes once bore the form of a beautiful
nymph, who, like Daphne, underwent the
metamorphosis to escape from the amorous
pursuit of a god. ‘
Monghir is at present an invalid depoét, and
is considered a very healthy place. It is
famous for its iron-ware and furniture manu-
‘factures, Among other articles hawked about
the fleet for sale, a very neatly-made fowling-
piece was offered me for twenty‘rupee's, or
two pounds: stock, lock, and barrel appeared-
to be well finished ; but I doubt not that the
doctor’s bill, consequent upon the firing it
off, would have more than counterbalanced

the difference of price between the Monghir
Vor. 11, I.V
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maker and Wesley Richards of Birmingham
~—who will doubtless take twenty perscent.:
off my bill for this recommendation.

Feb, 28th, The morning being calm, the
fleet: took its sweeps ‘and fairly, rowed iitself
into a favourable wind, which we picked up
about mid-day -as-we ‘passed through that
beautiful estuary of the Ganges spréad round
the picture:sque rocks of Janguira. The main
tock is insular, and is crowned with a lofty
Hindog temI)Ie and the habitations of a band
of Fakirs, whose predecessors have occupied
this singular spot time out of mind. Jan-
guira is the scene of a poem by a Mr. Derozio,
a young Eurasian of gfeat acquirements, who
has been styled the Byron of the East. Thee
situation of the temple is not very unlike
that of the chiteau de Chillon ; and the Ganges
at this spot i8 to the full as wide as Lac
Leman between Chillon and the Meillerie
mountains, .

At 3 p.M., the fleet brought-to at Boglipore,
and we immediately got out our horses and
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uniforms, and proceeded with his Excellency
‘to inspect the barracks of his Majesty’s 3rd
(Buffs), who ‘are quartered here in temporary
cantonments. There is also stationed, about
four. miles from ‘the European barracks, a
native local corps, formed enti'rely of the wild
mountaineers of Rajemél.” The country in
the vicinity of Boglipore is extremely fertile,
and luxuriantly wooded, and. the vegetation’
preserves throughout the yeal" that rich
verdure caused by the heavy dews pecu-
liar to the provinces of Bahar and Bengal.
At a short distance from the cantonments,
stands a monument—perhaps the only memo-
rial ever dedicated by Indians in gratitude to
an European—erected by the natives of the
neighbouring hills to the memory of an Eng-
lishman, named Cleveland, who was formerly
magistrate of the district,, and ‘whose short
life was devoted to ameliorate the condition
* of those mountaineers, who at his death
showed that they were not ungrateful for the
kindness of their benefactor. The cenotaph

is of Hindoo architecture, and two r aklrs are
N2
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employed, to keep o lamp eternally burping,

013 Jujus, ! h

vsf]iﬂ}ll} the bul’lc‘lilpg)._

el ' oLl o

| The following morning, after a rewew and
a breakfast with the Buﬁ's we re- embarked
and having a ‘good day’s run, reached the
Colgong Rocks—the Scylla and C'haljybdlsl of
the Ganges—by 3 p.Mm. These two strange-
looking insular.crags stand out in the middle
of the stream, opposite a lofty and woody
promontory Whlch forces the river from- its
stralght course. They are both more or less
clothed with stunted copplce-wood and are
orpamented with carved representatlons of
Hindoo deities, or devils. Ilanded on one
of the sister rocks in pursuit of a curious bird,
of a species I never happened to have met
with before, and which my companion suc-
ceeded in shooting. It was milk white, with
two slender feathers, half a foot long, growing
out of the back of its head. In size and shape
it resembled a small sea-gull,

Looking down from the rock into the pel-
lucid depths of the stream, I could distinguish
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{3“ ark fb‘llﬁ:ts of several | huge alllgatél"é: Wi o
. rose at intervals to the surface' A‘é I 'was'
steppmg into my dinghee, one of these mon-
stels llfted séveral inches of his snout (which
looked hke the rough bark of an old oak)
ai)ove the water, within ten yards of me. I
qulckly saluted him with a charge of smail
shot on ‘which he instantly disappeared. The
ﬂeet luggowed, sbout three miles. below Col-
go’pg, on the bank of a large island, where,
in my evening stroll, I found a,good’ déé!lbf{
game. In addition ¢o a plentiful bag of snipes,
I killed a large bird of thé partridge kind,
which T believe to be the brown cI'leI{oa‘r”
common in the Rajema4l hills, of whose Wooded
heights we enjoy from this spot a beautlful‘
view. At the foot of these mountains there
is to be had some of the finest shooting in
India. In the thickest of the forest the rhi-
noceros revels in his native swamps. Lord
Hastings, with alarge party of friends, made
a sporting campaign under these hills in 1819,
and killed three of the above-named animals.

L. » . . .
Their skin'is so thick as to be almost ball,
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proof, and they are usually shot with tin of"
copper bullets or bolts. Elephants havé 4
great dread of the rhinoceros, and few of thei
will await his charge.

March 2nd. The thermometer rose to 87°
yesterday ; but was this morhiilg reduced by
a welcome shower to 75° 1It.is calculated
that this seasonable fall of rain will protract
the cool season for another fortnight. Shortly

"after noon we sailed past the. point of Sicri-
gully, one of the great passes between the
provinces of Bahar and Bengal. In former
days there was a strong fortress defending
the Pass, and a wall running between the
mountains and the river: the former is mena-
tioned as having been stormed by Shah Jehan
of Delhi, in 1623, when a gallant but unsuc-
cessful defence was made by some Européans
of the garrison, who were finally overpowered,
and put to the sword. Sicrigully is now
nothing more than a small hamlet of hits.
The inhabitants of the lowlands of this part
of Bahar are dark coloured, stout made, and
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ill-favoured. The Puharrees, like those of the
Nepaul mountains, are Tartar-featured, very
short in stature, but strong limbed and active.
Being unincumbered with the besetting pre-
judices of the Hindoos of the plains, these
" sturdy little highlanders are well formed for
soldiers. )

We passed the night, which™ was very
tempestuous, under a steep bank about ten
miles above the town of Rajemil; and the
next morning at nine o’clock we sailed past
" that city. None of our party landed here,
as most of us had inspected its interesting
ruins wheh engaged in a similar voyage
two years dago. Rajemil was, at more than
one period, the capital of Bengal. It was
entirely consumed by an accidental confla-
gration, whilst in the possession of Suja,-—
one of the rebel sons of Shah Jehan, whose
misfortunes are so inovingly recounted by the
historian Dow. Suja then narrowly escaped
being burnt: and was, at this same place,
twenty yedars after, defeated by his nephew
Mohummet, son and general of the great Au-
runzebe. The young Mohummet afterwards
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ddEext8a hiks ! fathérgrvauberfor 1oVeu oflhis)
beXifL? coitsing theldaiightertof Sujag whomi
helsuditieds; swasl beized byt his!retiorseless!
parent! and¢onfinéd 'in! Gwalior, ‘where he:
diéd,~""p'robdbly of poison. -His fair and faith~
ful bride broke her heart for sorrow; and the
ill:starred Suja, persecuted by the rancour,of
his iriperial brother, took refuge in Arracan,
where he was treacherously murdered by the
Rajah “of ‘that -province. Here are materials'
for a novel! Let the author of the «Spy™
émbody-them *

oThe| melancholy ruins of Suja’s palace; ‘of
which a hall of black marble is the most re-
markable feature, still remain as memorials
of-Liis"uhappy career; but the Ganges, by
its gilerit enéroachments, bids fair shortly to
obliterate even these 'vestiges. The great
river,’ nearly two centuries ago, made an im-
portant change in its course at this point ;
deserting Gour, the former capital of Bengal,

to'The writer of the * Romance of History' might, for the ex-
tehsion  of his; intevesting work, cull rich subjects from . Dow's
Hlstory of Hmdos'r,an-—-yet I almost doubt whether English sym-
pathy could be roused by the exploils or misfortunes of Indlan
lieroes and heroines, '
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twelvemiles from Rajem4l, and bringing it3

inconstantwagers, to_wash, the, more, elevated
bank .of the latter place. Here a pretty solid
obstructien -ta| its,_further, migration to. the
westward is 'bPPOsed by the rocky ground
which., distinguishes the neighbourhood' of
Rajemal, -and which ceases abruptly at this
point, Immediately below the town the ap-
pearance of the country is totally changed :
throughout the two hundred and fifty miles
of alluvial plain between Rajemél and the
bay of Bengal, it would be a difficult matter
for a mischievous school-boy ta find a pebble
big enough to break a window. )

The following day, after a fine morning’s,
sail, we reached Bogwangola, a commercial
village or town, more remarkable for its im-
portance as a grain mart than for the dura-
bility of its architecture.

As this spot is very subject to the en-
croachments and derelictions of the capri-
cious Gunga—a goddess as notoriously fickle
as Fortune—the habitations and grain stores
are merely temporary erections of bamboos
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and thatch. In one of the invasions of the
river, the tomb of an English officer, who
died and was buried near the town, was in~
cluded in its sweeping attack, and ingulphed
in the sacred flood. :

Bogwangola is situated near the Bhagiretty
river, the.most western branch of the Ganges.
This” stream connects its parent river: with
the Hooghly, and duting the rains, when the
navigation is available, 'it presents the most
direct passage to Calcutta. At the present
season it i3 totally impassable- by budgerows,
and those of our party who are bound straight
to Calcutta are consequently obliged to travel
dék:

The main body of the Head-quarters Fleet
proceeds hence in an easterly direction as far
as Daccea, where another detachment will
branch off to Calcutta by the Sunderbunds ;
whilst the Commander-in-chief, with a few of
the heads of departments, extends his voyage
by the mouths of the Burrampooter, to Chit-
tagong, and thence across the bay of Bengal
to Pooree (a not very fashionable watering
place on the Cuttack coast) where, fanned by

'
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the refreshing sea-breezes, we are to pass the
three broiling imonths of April, May, and
June. - '

The two following days were so profoundly
calm, that we only made that progress which
was attainable by oars. 'We passed Bauliah,
and Surdah where there is a silk manufactory
of the Company ; and at mid-day on the 7th,
our fleet quitted the Ganges for a smaller
stream, tile Pubna, running out of the great
river, and preferable to it on account of the
dangerous shoals of the latter. 'We brought-
to, this evening, at the village of Comerlee.

The hot weather has fairly set in with the
calmd; the thermometer ranging for many
hours this day at 90°.

March 8th. Continued our paésage along
the little Pubna, whose banks are covered ag
far as the eye can range with all the rich and
vivid verdure peculiar to Bengal. This morn-
ing, before sun-rise, as the fleet was making

-but slow progress, a party of three, who
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o= ban oyl anrnoarns 1o b gy o)
happene(i to have ilorses with us, went ashore
Tuifiel it Loanyetatlia tgn H39- 10 . B

h some greyhoun s, and had some cap 1ta1
(;oa;rsaag, '&uuﬁlg thibe fokes dnd & jackh
Some v111agers reported a fine W11d hc;gI rlﬁ”g
clump of bamboos close at hand and oﬁ'e
to ('1r1ve h1m out for us, but we had unlucklly
not provided ourselves with spears. ‘ t': |

! (S

v -
Early the next mornmg, we scud&ed pa's't'l

the v1llage of Viziergunge, and entered

‘b MT
Dullaserry river, which is, in many pomt's,

neally of equal width with the Ganges. Aft'e’r”
runnlng from 4 A.m. to 7 p.m., the s1gna1——so
hitngrily hoped for by the crews-—wa's Jg'givefl,‘
and the fléet was in a few minutes snugly laid
alongside the bank, near the hamlet of Gwal-
para. In another instant the English portion
of the party were to be seen stretching their'
eramped limbs upon the shore, and the mo-
mentarily increasing fires betokened the dili-
gencé of the dandies and servants in pre-
paring their own or their masters’ repasts:
The whole surface of the surrounding ¢ coun-

try is cut into numberless small 1slands y
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the Iinyrlads of streams, lal‘ge and l}lslls'n‘l'fii-
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cant, . 1ntersect1 g .each other at a thousand
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angles, as they hurry to, throwr themselves

nl!. =)0
1nto the seg, or into the sovelelgn rlvers
{

Gancres and Burrertjnllpooter

;l‘“ e chlef product of the country is that
gold- comlna plant, the indigo: and scattered
here and there, at intervals of ten or twenty
miles; a snug looking bungalow and a formal
bus1ness like range of brick buildings mark

L0

ther reS1dence of the hog-hunting, claret- drmk-
1

lng factor, -who—to his honour be it spoken-—-

is always most ready to share his sports. 'mdl
his bottle with the chance v1s1tor who. mfty
happen to stumble upon his solitude.

March 10th. During this day’s sail, we
quitted the Dullaserry for the Borigunga
ri—ver:, and at G p.m. arrived at a hamlet, within‘
three miles of Dacca, where we brought-to L
for the night, in order that we might reach
the great city by daylight the next morning.

. Accoardingly, ere sunrise, we were floating past

the five miles of half-ruined, half-hahi_table,



"190 .. DACCA. . {Ch. 111,

half-splel}_did,'half-.paltry edifices;, which, ex-
tending along the edge of the stream, consti-
tute the town of Dacca,; and shortly after, our
fleet was moored opposite the Civil station.
Although the city does not boast of very. great
antiquity, yet its many extensive and interest-
ing ruins—which have been done ample justice
to by the pencil of Sir C. I)’Oyly—attest its
former consequence under the Mogul: govern-
ment. It was at one period the capital of the
province of Bengal, and the station of a Mo-
gul fleet of armed cruizers, destined to check
the Portnguese pirates at that time ravaging
the coasts, and to coerce their troublesome
neighbours of Arracan.

Dacca is now a censiderable station of
Company’s servants and Company’s ele-
phants, of which latter there is organized
Dere a stud of about three hundred, Every
-lady knows that Dacca is famed for the fine
texture of its muslins ; but owing to the im-
provement of that branch of manufacture in
England, and the consequent decreasing
encouragement to the Daccf;, fabricators, the
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very important art of composing the finer
descriptions.of this elegant ingredient of the
female wardrobe is in imminent danger of
being lost. 4

The town is closely hemmed in by jungles’
of ’hundreds of miles in extent, in some parts
totally impeneti'able. These fastnesses are
the great preserves of tigers, and other of
the nobler game, which, without such places
-of refuge, would probably;,- long ere this,
have been extirpated by the indefatigable
ardour of British sportsmen. For miles
round the town, in the depths of the wildest
forests, the explorer will stumble upon -the
mouldering vestiges of the ancient grandeur
of Dacca. Palaces, mosques, and torabs are’
‘now become the lurking places of tigers, leo-
pards, and hyznas: in the more accessible
parts of the jungle, an immense variety of
game is to be found ; but the sportsman is
not always successful, for the animals, at the
first report of a gun,. commonly make good
their yetreat to"those tangled regions whither
he cannot follow them.



192 DAceA, o,

, Buffalos, hogs, }and deer. abound§ ,ﬂpd. the
streams are alive with those riyer-pe's;ﬁ', gll'i;,
gators, whose penchant for human flesh ren-
ders that chiefest luxury in a tropical climate,
bathing, a matter of extreme danger. Yet it
is strénge to see with what perfect non-cha-
lance, the native dindies, in case of necessity,
take the water.

A beautiful specimen of an alligator’s head

. was here given by Mr. Alexander to Lord
Combermere. He was rather a distinguished
monster, having carried off at different occa-
sions, six or eight brace of men from an indigo
factory in the neighbourhood. A native, who
had long laid wait for him, at length succeeded
in slaying him with poisoned arrows. :One
of these notoriously ghaut-frequenting alliga-!
tors is well nigh as rich a prize to the poor
native who 1is fortunate enough to capture
him, as a Spanish galleon is to a British fri-
gate ; for on ripping open his stomach, and
overhauling its freight, it is not unfrequently
found to. contain ¢a choice assortment’—as.

,e

the Calcutta advertisers have it—¢of gold,
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silver, of brass bangles ‘and' ank‘-lets, 'vlvh:ii:h
have not been o expeditiously digested as
their - fair 'ownéi's, victims of the monster’s
voracity. A litile fat Brahminee child, ¢ farci
auris,” must be 4 tempting and tender bonne-
bouche to these river gourmands. Horrific
legends such as the above, together with a
gliéz& deal of valuable advice on the subject,
were quite thrown away upon me ; for ninety
degrees of Fabrenheit, and the enticing blue-
ness of the water generally betrayed me into
a plunge every evening during my Gangetic
voyage.

On the following day his Excellency re-
ceived the visit of the Nawaub Shums-ood-
Doulah, the only native of rank now resident
at Dacca. He was, in times past, in some
measure implicated with Vizier Ali in his
treacherous magsacre of the English at Be-
nares ; and vegetated, in consequence, for
many years in the prisons of Calcutta, where
he made himself master of the English lan-

guage, and picked up a respectable smattering -
Vor. II. 0
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of English history and literature. Heis
now .2 pensioner of the Company, and still
retains some of the insignia of ro’y)alty about
his court and person.

His Highness—for such is by courtesy his
title—is about sixty years of:age, of middling
stature, with @ remarkably fair complexion
and an intelligent and amiable expression of
countenance. He was dressed simply yet
handsomely, and his silver white hair ap-
peared in short elaborate curls from under
his muslin tyrban, His steps were supported
by a thick walking staff—by which he seemed
to set great store—formed of an entire piece
of ivory : I have since seen just such another
depending from the kid-covered little finger
of an Almack’s beau;u

It is said that Bishop Heber—of whose
journal I have not yet been able to obtain a
perusal—has spoken somewhat slightingly of

“<nis Highness’s royal inéigniﬁcance; and I was
informed that the Nawaub, on hearing that
the work was in the possession of a gentle-

’ man at Dacca, expressed a wish to read it.
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The'gentleman; willing to’ ‘spare his feelings,
nade €xcuses; but the Nawaub persisted, and
was, on turning ' to that part where himself is
spoken of, extremely irate at what he called
the ingratitude of Heber, who—as he said in
a remonstrative article which he put into the
Calcutta newspapers—had requited his atten-
tion with ridicule and detraction, or words to
that effect *.

March 13th. A chasse having been pre-
viously organized, a party of sportsmen
started in buggies at 4 a.m. for & point of
rendezyous, eight miles from Dacca. After
due preparation we entered the jungle, which
was in general exceedingly high~ and thick,
with a line of no less than sixty elephants,
the most numerous assembly of these animals
that I have ever seen convened on a sporting

* I have, since writing the above, of course found opportunities
of reading the lamented Bishop's interesting journal, and I think
that the handsome manner jn which the Nawaub's character and
acquirements are spoken of ought amply to counterbalance any
reflections of the Author on his Highness’s assumption or retention
of royal pomp.

02
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occasion. Those who' have 'witnesseds'and
appreciated the brave show that thirty-ebuple
of hounds exhibit at the cover side, may limas
gine the -enthitsiasm with which'1 reviewed
this gallant pack, as they, at the word of
command, quitted the road, and crashed
through the, yielding jungle. We had three
hours very good sport, though the bag’ was
disgracefully disproportionate to the vast ex-
penditure of powder and shot. Two enormous
elks, a couple, of hogs, several deer, and a few
heads of small game were carried home. (X
shot' a curious little a.mimal~; in appearance
something between a hare and a guinea-pig,
of a deep brown colour, and less speedy in
its paces than the hare. On picking it up,li
was surprised, and rather gratified to find, that
I had Killed it with a bullet, having fired the
wrong barrel by mistake. A party of guallahs,
or cow-herds, had led us, by their reports, to
hope for a tiger, and some wild buffaloes ;
but' we discovered nothing of them but their
footmarks. The weather is at this season

not sufficiently sultry to force these animals
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to the plains; il} search,of water—nevertheless,
the thermometer rose to 95° this evening, in
my ;boat.,;, Later in the year, the sporting
club,of, Dacca make very successful expedi-
tions.info the neighbouring jungles, residing
for two,or three days at a time in convenient
shooting bungalows, established for that pur-
pose. ,

-The afternoon was devoted to returning the
visit, of the Nawaub, who sent his English‘
carriage, (of ‘which he is extremely proud)
to coﬁve‘y Lord Combermere to his palace.
This vehicle is something in the Lord Mayor’s
style,.as to ornaments and painting, and is
drawn by four dun-horses, and followed by, as
many royally-rigged outriders. It was.given
to him by the British Government, as an ac-
knowledgment for his liberal present of ,eight
fine elephants, which he made to them at the
epoch of the Ava war, when these animals,
were in great request, and were purchased
up at ruinous prices. At the conclusion,of
his Highness’s levee, the Head-quarters party,
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dined with the military of the station, and
the repast was followed by a quadrille party.

At two'in the morning I closed a day which
had commenced, with me, at 3 A.m.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

THE VOYAGE CONTINUED. -

March 14th. At daylight the reveillié drum
roused the yawning d4ndies from their hard
couches on the decks of the budgerows ; the
maungees’ shrill voices summoned them to
exertion ; -their loins were quickly girded,
their long elf-locks thrust back behind their
ears ; the.awning, spread over them as a pro-
tection against the night dews, was speedily
furled, and in ten minutes the Head-quarters
fleet was again under weigh, and proceeding
in a body down the river.

The hext morning we entered the Burram-
pooter river, which assumes, at thi¢ stage of
its course, the name of Megna. At the point
where this noble stream received us, its width
must be equal to that of thelake of Geneva j—
would thmt the temperature of the atmospliere
would bear a like comparison! What would
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dinotrgive fat this; Moment) for,dnehoup of.the
Aesh;breedes, from the Jura; fo mitigate the
fury. of [ Fahrenheit)s) 952 ]];_; lwq‘ul& even
«compound, for- a gust,ioritid of ;the Bise, tant
redoutée, by way of variety.. i+ . .
(The vessels, sailirig: along: ithé -opposite
shore appeared hull-down, andithe tops of
the tlteeé alone .gave evidence of!theiland.
The Burrampooter or Bhramapootra,~~which-
ever name it rejoices in—although it ;cannot
boast the sanctity of the Ganges, must be
acknowledged- to. be the first river of: India.
It s supposed: to derive its source—like' 'the
Rhine; and. Rlione— from the same group
of 'siowy mountains .as the” Ganges: after
makingl!ia ‘sweeping course of upwards of
one thousand six hundred miles, it again ap-
proaches its sacred sister, and the twin rivers
pour.forth, at the same point, their munificent
tribute:to the Bay of Bengal. '
-'Wehad not sailed many miles .on the
Megna,, ere the  fleet iseparated, »intc; two
squadrons,, The officers 'destined. teo, accom-
pany, the.Commander-in-chief to, Chittagong
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-havinguprovided i themselves:fat Daccatowith
-pinnacehiias being more seaworthy thar-the
'keellessdbudgérows;-'contintied 'théiridesgent
sof :the:i dfivelt; 1rwhilst « therdivision! bound' to
Calcutta by the Sunderbunds,—to. which:1
“had.ghe hénourto belong—dropped asfern,
and:broughtito at.the mouth of a small creék
{niting!thie) Megriaand’ Ganges where we
were .constrained: to /wait -four hours before
the tide had:rendered- the' communication
available. ‘A six hours’ rowbrought us:to
theextremity of the -creek, and.'the boats.
were, luggowed for the night, at-the- poin‘t.
where it joins the Ganges.: I'tookia ramble.
as usual in search of a,‘ second course,’i-and
brought home rather an unusual medley..;. -
Let not my reader suspect me ofshooting
with a long bow, nor of an.attempt to classify
him with the last named bird in my list of
the slain, when I tell him that, in nine shots,
I -killed fourscouple of snipe, three pigeons,
one eagle, two nameless birds of the duck
tribe, ae'water-snake, and one gull. | The
snipes all fell to the first discharge’of my! two
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barrels. I fired:attwo.of these bird$ as they
were boring in the mud at the brink of'a thin
sedge ; andy a flight of some store immedi-
ately sprung from the marsh to. receive my
second shot. The first had killed six birds,
four of which were invisible when I fired.

Early the following morning we were once
lzlore floating on the stream of the Ganges,
whom we found much increased in bulk since
we took leave of her ten days ago. .The god-
dess river has some cause to complain of our in-
constancy, for after having ploughed her broad
translucent bosom.-for three or four hours,
we again deserted her in favour of a little minx
of a rivulet, one of her collateral relations,
who seduced us into ,a hundred scrapes with
her shoals, sand-banks, and lee shores.

Too close an acquaintance with the banks
of these inlets, some of which are twenty feet
high and formed of ill-cemented sand, may
be attended with serious consequences, It is
common to see huge masses of the super-
imminernt earth, sapped by the agitated v;vater,
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detach themselves from the bank and plunge
into the streamh with a forcé which, if brought
to bear on the deck of a vessel, would infalli-
bly swamp it. '

The next day we fell in with a fine stiff
breeze, favourable to us in the greater part
'Sf- our numérous meanderings; though, Qn
some occasions, $0 tortuous was our course,
that it blew right in our teeth..

In some of the serpentinings of the stream,
the fastest of the budgerows, which were a
mile a-head of me in distance by water,
showed their gay pennants over the low land
on my flank, and were only divided from me
by twenty paces of sand ; and whilst my boat
was tracked with difficulty against the fierce
wind, the same breeze was propelllng my
precul:sors at the rate of eight knots.

In the afternoon the east wind slunk away
before a black phalanx of clouds, which sud-
denly invaded the heavens from an opposite
quarter # a sultry and almost stifling interval
succeeded § a peculiar odour firom the sgur-
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rounding jungles, hunguponithe languid,@in;
and every.symptom;betokened ajnorth-westdr
Whilst ;we, deprecated ts; japproach,, for..the
sake of our. friends, who would have. to;buffet
it in the perilous mouths of the Megna, we
could scarce refrain from prayingifor ity ,€00]4
ing; influence upon our own, land-locked. de-
tachment, We had just leisuxe to make,oux
craft hard and fast by double moorings, to,the
shore, near the village of Burrasal, when |the
hurricane reached; us. It was accompanied
by .violent rain, and thunder and lightningsy
and. in a qugrter: of. an hour it had passed.oiy
leaving ‘usinearly twenty degrees cooler froxx

its visit. The storm brought with it nume-
' rous flights of golden plover from the mo-
rasses; and the earth teemed with reptiles
tempted . from their lurking places by,the ind
viting shower. In my ramble I killed thred
couple ,of these plover, which have the gamé
plumage, and almost the ;game flavour of the
woodcock,, I also shot two snakes, or}e(pf;
which, a cobra di capella, I cut in two in the-
act of flying .at -my Spaniel; which had dis-
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turbéd:‘hiin! "The"whole teptilerand iinsect
wotld “seéined kot hbld: "higl carnival? !the
‘frogs 'and¢rickets: wére! peifectly stunning
in'théir exultation 5 the ‘cock-roaches rushed
from ‘their. refreats; and revelled about''my
cabin;! and:'swarms 'of' grasshoppers, dra=
gon-flies; and beetles, attracted by the light;
almost extingnished the flame that had fas:
cihated them:' Whilst dressing for ‘dinner;
Ilslew a centipede, more than half a foot
long, as it was crawling along the wainscot,
unfortunately disqualifying it for! the Ispirit-
phial, by decapitating it with a paper-cutter;
the weapon that I availed myself of “in' my
haste. ) 1

March 18th. The toofaun of yesterday has
but half done its work, for the ‘atmosphere
has again relapsed into its fever; nor can we
for some time expect a repetition of that
healing tempest, pl"ovidentially ordained to
pay periodical  visits during the hot season,
and sweep from the narrow streets of Indian
cities' and- the tangled marshes of Indian



206 LAL-CHITTER-KA-BAZAAR. {Ch, IV,

jungles- the. infectious, diseases, and baneful
mal’aria which are therein generated..

At noon we passed a long, straggling, and
thorou‘ghlfr Bengalee wigwam, which the na-
tives called Lal-Chittee-ka-Bazaar. The
houses were all formed simply of mats, thatch,
palmyra leayes, and bamboos, but the inhabi-
tants were swarming, like bees, on the shore,
and all wore a busy and a thriving air. The
hamlet was backed up by a thick curtain of
cocoa-trees, palmyras, and plantains, and a
long line of timber-stacks indicated the chief
staple of its commerce. Hundreds of boats
lay along the shore freighted with wood and
grain ; many of the larger craft, fine teak-
built vessels, were Birmese ; and their crews,
with their coarse flat features, and massive
muscular limbs, contrasted strongly with the
light, supple, and graceful figures of the Ben-
galees. We afterwards met one of these
huge boats coming up the river. It stood at
least ten feet out of the water,.and was pro-
pelled by forty long oars, pulled by men in.a
standing position. They kept time with the
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greatest precision, thongh the measure, two
short strokes succeeded by two long ones,
"appeared. rather difficult, The rowers were-
in full chorus as we passed them.

The nameless creek; on which this bazaar
is established, is, I should judge, at least as
wide as the Thames at Windsor §; and a hun-
dred such streams intersect the Great Delta
of the Ganges, rendering roads almost useless.

Although this portion of Bengal is so
subject to inundations, and so replete with
miasma-fostering jungles, the inhabitants did
not strike me as being less healthful than
their more northern brethren. Elephantiasis
is indeed here more common, but this fright-
ful disease does not disqualify the patient
for bodily labour.

To the mind of the traveller, journeying
from the north, there is something remarkably
pleasing in the peaceful and almost Utopian
constitution of the Bengalee community, as
compared with the more warlike character of
the tribes he has just left behind him, In the
upper provinces, in general, the soldier is
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blended so intimately with the cultivator, that
he who guides the plough and casts the seed
‘wears a shield on his shoulder, and at his side
a sword which he ma)'f have to wield in de-
fence of his harvest. War mixes not'with the
dreams, nor weapons with the dress of the
purely pastoral Bengalee. He is ‘placid,
contented;, and unambitious-Lapathetic and
selfish if you please—and must truly and
gratefully appreciate that change of govern-
ment which allows him to eat his bread and
worship his gods without fear of invasion
from Mussulman or Mahratta, or the rapacity
of those predatory hordes, whom the British
monopoly of power has swept from the face
of India.

The next day, after losing some hours b)‘r
lying-to for the ebb-tide, and redeeming the
lost time by stealing ‘a few hours from the
night,’ thereby enjoying a delightful moonlight |
sail, we luggowed on the bank of the Ballisore ,
river, a large stream running, hence direct to
the sea. This we soon deserted ; and on the
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21st, at 11 A.m., our fleet brought-to at Culng,
where it is' customary for Calcutta-bound
'boats to take in anchors and fresh water-—all
the creeks to the- southward being brackish.
The anchors, which are strange clumsy ma-
chines of bamboos Weighte(i with stones and
bound with cocoa ropes, are required at this
dtage of our véyage, by reason of the risk
attendant -upon the usual system of luggoiw-
ing, from the tigers which infest the jungles
bé)rdering the streams. During the passage
of the Sunderbunds '(beautiful forests), to
which Culna may be said to be the northern
entrance, the dindies, having Major Munro’s
fate before-their eyes, can rarely go ashore to
cook their evening meal ; the budgerows cast-
ing anchor in the middle of the stream, where
the luxurious traveller may lounge securely,
smoke his moonlight chillum, and listen to
the ‘roars, of the prowling tigers.” At this
hour, when all nature sleeps, every leaf is at
rest, and no harsher sound than the gentle
rippling of the water round the prow of the

boat disturbs the soft silence of an Indian
VOL..II._ P
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night, ‘there. is ;something peculiarly awful
and. startling..in, the sudden, short, furious,
and perhaps: near-at-hand voice.of the jungle
tyrant, whose yellow skin and glaring eyes
may sometimes be distinguished through the
imperfect light, as he, hungrily surveys the
floating ark, whose tenants, though barely a
dozen paces from his statlon, ‘are safe from
his attacks. ’

Near this spot, two years ago, on the return
of Head-quarters from, the siege of Bhurg-
pore, two boatmen, belonging to an office
budgerow, who had rashly determined on the’
enjoyment of a meal ashore, were themselves
made a mieal of, ere they had leisure to com-
plete their own. v | ’

‘On this same oceasion; during our sojourn
of twenty-four hours at Culna, we hada
capital opportunity of witnessing that inge-
nioas religious ceremony of the Hindoos,
styled Cherruck Poojali. The spot chosen
for the spectacle was a clear space, sur-
rounded by a close skreen of 1lof'ty and luxu-
riant foliage, on the outskirts of one of those
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secluded jungle-hamlets, peculiar to Bengal;
whose retired situation, indicated' only by
@ labyrinthian path, the rambling stranger
stumbles upon by chance alone, scarcely dist
covering that hé has run his Prying nose into
a cluster of habitations, until warned of his
intrusmn by the scuttling flight of a covey'of
women and children. In the centre of this
clearing stood a wooden edifice, some sixty
feet high, in appearance something like a
quadruple gibbet; the four arms being made
to revolve round the centre pole, by means of
a éapstari below. It was as frightful an ob-
ject as a dentist’s chair to the school-boy
with three Tows of teeth! Four votAries weré
allowed the advantage of hanging at the
saime moment. An eminent member of the
Medical Board was present with us, and thé
Brahmins willingly allowed him to witness
" the mode of placing the hooks. A pair of
these terrific-locking weapons were affixed™
to the end of stout ropes, sheaved througlhi
the extremities of the several limbs of

the machine and, after some preparatlolf
i P2
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which' I was too late te,see, were .thrust
under-theimuscles,low down, on, each shoul;
dersbladbioflthe highly-privileged, syviggé}'sm
linen girths to support some; portion,of the
body’s!|weightbeing supplied. ). At. a giyen
sigral; - the four performers were niﬁ;b,lqul}
up to the height of twenty.or thirty feet from
the ground ; when the ropes were belayed,
and theicapstdn was set a-going with .right
good will,, the tortured votaries, swinging
round, with frightful velocity, amid the crash
of drums. @nd fiddles, and the cheering accla-
mations. of the assembled crowds. . In, this
fashion did they .continue to whirl in, mid-air
for .ten minutés; their countenances ,indi-
cating sternl'y-repress;ed agony, their, hands
in the attitude of prayer, and their long hair
streaming in, the wind. They rwere (then
obliged .to vacate their merry-go-round, to
other candidates. Those who have witnessed -
#this cruel penance will allow that the Ben- .
galee has.goma species of courage, an -attri-
bute not generally accorded them by English

opinion, . ol

¢
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"During our short and nedegsary stay: at
éﬁlﬁa, d' “steam-Loat, bound to'Dakca, 'ran
past'thepldce, defying wind ahdi¢idb: Tt is
thé Kecond''that' -has ever navightéd thesé
Gtrams ; Vet -0 perfect is thel apathy-and
ithdiffetence "of the Bengalee to everything
that does ‘1ot immediately:conéern himself,
that the ngvel sight scarcely ‘excited 'a symp- -
tom of ‘¢triosity. Even ‘the better-informed
. natives “ of Calcutta, where. steamers have
" been commoh for the last year-or two, have
never given' themselves-the trouible-to make,
thémselves 'actjuainted with the powers land
principle’ 6f !the vessel ;' but pérsevere in
styling it ‘the' '* Dhoor-kee-Jehaze,” 1smoke-
'shlp, or' ¢ Ag-kee-Jehaze,’ fire-ship.

. el

'22nd! ‘A fair store of fruit, kids, anchors,
and ‘water vessels, having been stowed on
board, we quitted Culna, and resumed- our
voyage 'towards ‘Calcutta »~ distant seven®
days’ sail. During the greater part of lthe
day we were'rowing along a wvery' narrow
but exceedingly deep creek, whose banks
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were so thickly oyerhung with tangled brush-
;wo_oci .interwoven with the créeping rattan,
that it was impossible to go ashore; an-enjoy-
ment which I felt sorely tempted to indulgé
in, despite the tigers, in order to escape during
the cooler hours from my oven-like budgerow,
which in the day-time becomes so thoroughly
heated by the sun, that even in the evening
.it.is almost untenable, Thermometer, 6 p.m
o4, : .

Nothing can exceed the luxuriant richness
of the Sunderbund vegetation. How plens
tiful must be the dews, which, unassisted by
one drop of rain, can for months counteract
the parching power of such a sun as now
burns above dur héads! Io the clearer por:
tions of the forest, the natural vistas, produced
by the numerous clumps of .trees dotted over
the verdant plain, give so park-like an appear-
ance to the prospect; that one almost expects
at the next turn to catch sight of the owner’s
splendid mangion. Whilst the eye is feasted
by the infinite variety of tints in the foliage
of the groves and banks, the scent is regaled,
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almost to surfeiting, with the:spicy: breezes
which float tfn‘ough the atmosphere, loaded
with sweets from the swrrounding: forests.
The woods are chiefly formed of the feather-
ing bamboo, the noble tamarind, with its vivid
green and refreshing fruit; the cocoa-nut,
palmyra,,plantain, areeka, or betel-tree, and
fﬁe,cotton-tree, which at this season is devoid
of leaves, and brilliantly clothed with crimson,
tulip-shaped flowers. The thar, or palm-date,
from whose stem the exhilarating toddy. is
extracted, must not-be forgotten : the liquor;
exuding before sunrise, is a delightful land
innocent beverage, and only gains its intoxi+
cating qualities by being allowed ito ferment
in the heat of the day. In the latter state,
and even rendered still more fiery by the in-
fusion of chillies, it is drank in great quan-
tities by the English soldiers; and many a
liver-complaint, laid to the charge of an Indian
climate, in fact owes its origin to this-lava:
like potation. It is, moreover, so.unluckily
cheap, that a regular hard-going, dram-drink-
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ingjeamipaignerimay get.dead’ drunk:for the
valueofla peiihye-

1The following morning—whilst: (thefldet
was: performing [a wide !ciretit—thréesof-odm
party took Jadvantage of d tract lof country-
partiallylriclearéd :and-.inhabited ‘to--enjoy!
a vgoodudong Liranblé with ‘odr! dogs-and
guhsot We mustered a mixed pack of twenty+
seveniidogs, seventeen of them being! grey~
hounds, land made desperate’-havdc among:
the jackalls; land fokes, abounding lin.these
regionsy anduthe only wild: beasts -we! met|
with |durfing our walk. 11:Wer passed.Iseverals
small) portionslof cultivated -land;-whith{ by
the kncouragement of governmént, have beer!
reclaimed froml utter ‘waste by small, partiées
of woodteutters and salt-manufactarers, who
are bold enough to dispute possession with
the aboriginal inhabitants, the tigersl, In|
the swamps, our dogs put up great: quani,
tities of remarkably fine snipe; and I soon
found myself wading after themy though niy
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enjoymietit of the sport was.somewhat damped
by the recollection of the possibility of mysélfr
i)eing made game of by the tigers.
J'If\was! near this-spot, two years Hgd, othat,
whilst following the edge iof the riveriin purv
suitiof ' wild fowl, T was arrested by the loud;
barkings.of my terriér--the identical -Hector,
\i%lllose fate I have recorded at_the cominences;
ment of ‘this journal—and on. running to-the,
spot; discovered him up to his chin in the-
mud of the tide-deserted cteek, 'and baying
at-some object undeér the hollow bank. I had
justitime to.take post on a little promontory
of sward,iwhen;a young alligator, of the short~
headed'orcannibal species, rushed from under
the chvity) and made towards the water, lites
rally venire'd- terre. At thedistande of five
pates.I delivered my two barrels of shot, one
of which, breaking through the soft'scales
behind the elbow of the animal, killed him on
the ‘gpot. : His lengtl{ did not exceed six or
seven feet. - !

This and such like personal anecdotes are,
it must be admitted, trifling and egotistjcal 3
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. ne

yet I makeno apologies for, introducing { them;.
for. ghmpses of a dlst'mt country are. of,'ten
as well a,ﬁ‘orded to, ‘the reader by incidental
trifles . ,as by, more lgboured details ;- and
ggotism J1s. necessarily the, \very ‘essence:of &
journal,

During the next three days we made,good
progress; passing Muckterp(;ré?-:-—‘marked, on
Kingsbury’s .map-+—on, the’ 24th ; and winding
through, the serpentines of the Attara, Banka
on ;he 26th~—the thermqmeter,rangjng, ag high
as 97° in, our cabins, , Early on the morning
(if the 27th March, we found ourselves within
eight miles of Calcutta, tightly wedged among
the thousands of salt and timber boats, which
constantly throng the busy channel of Tully’s
Nullah—a ,narrow cre'elg running into the
Hooghly, half .a mile south of Fort William,
One tide brought us up to Kidderpora bridge,
where, an equifage gwaited me, and I was
soon, among the white walls of the City of
Palaces, and comfortably installed in apart-
ments in the newly-organized Bengal club,.
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.+ I Sojourned. a fortnight,.in Caleutta, during
which time the gay inhabitants, ;flattering
themselves that a remnant, of the cool season ,
was stilliin their possession, were feasting,
fiddling, and dancing, ini spite of Fahrenheit'y
warning finger, pointing to 90° '

On the 124 Apnl two brethren of the Staff
and myself put ourselves, servants, and bag-
‘gage on board the Planet buoy-vessel, of ong
hundred and elghty tons, 'destined—it wﬂl be
seen how siuccessfully—to convey us to Head‘_
quarters, now convened at Pooree Jugger-
naut,’ Wifh the south-west moisoon blowing
briskly, our marine prospects were not very
cheering, our exit from the river, the tréacher-
pus Hooghly, being wholly dependent upon
the tides. By mid-day we had commenced
that unsatisfactory mode of locomotion, styled
¢ dropping down; and at 3 p.M, our misfors
tunes—of which we were fated to encounter a
séries—began by the vessel’s running aground
at a turn in the stream; scarcely out of sight
of Caleutta; where, after éundry edifying but
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falile bt Vati ektrication, We féreliesi?
straliled tb exerdise ‘our patiérice-tintil'~thé
- HeRt bbb (1de; Which occurred at eléven'teloek
thd followitd motning; the pilot, iff gl meai!
e} cdndblihg! us with the ‘assirande thal)ak
he knew of no shoal at! otifi# sticking=pldce)

we must have run upon a sunken vessel.
UMY et oHi o al

101 the’ évehing 'of the second dby'we Had
only tehchdd' Budge-Badge—a villagé 'whosé
véry name ‘seemed 'to’ ‘mock our fruitless
attempts at ‘further progré'ss,—l-'—'whére'w'é'an"-
chored 'for’ the 'night.  On™this point ' there
hre the''retiains 6f an 'old fortreds, which wad
it 1756’ besieted and breached ‘i 'diné 'foim
by an English naval and military force!'Feth
instances are recordéd of a regularly-appointed
fort succumbing fo the prowess bf'4’ dihlale
individual ; yet such was the fall’ bf. Budge-
Budge. During the night preceding ‘the'"ih®
tended assault, a British saflor, protipted By
the united influence of Mars'"atid! Bacthus,
approachéd the work, staggdtdd ujs the. breddh,
and fired his pistol amorig the ghlldnt deféidl
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eis of this Indian, Saragossa, whiose ferrors:
maguifying orrather multiplying, the solitary
tar,into,p,countless storming: party) indyesd .
them, hastily to, evacuate the, plage, Jeaving
Jackto chew the quid of dstonishmentat, the
sucpess of hisiexploif!

“The next day—after meeting a steam-ves-
sels which gave us the, jniclligence, of, fhie
Commander-in-chief’s arrival at Pooree—we
acgomplished the passage,of, the dangerous
shoal of the,! James and Mary,’ wherepn were
grounded,, two; Jarge ships, ‘the Exmouth,and
the Jehpngire, ;wha, were jobliged, the, next
" day: to, Irgti;_i‘n 110 Calcutta-—althougl oytward
‘bound--to repair damages.

| Op the 16th, we anchored op?osit'e“liltac!ge«
ree, fifty-two miles from Calcytta, th;e. station
qf a golitary English officer, whose duty con+
sists in despatching daily shipping news to the
cap‘ital. '1‘1he riyer is, at this point, n'ear‘ly| nipe
miles. across ;i the; country low, 'marsl}y,‘zlmd
Payticulayly pnhealthy.

-
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‘ In the. afternoon of the: following day ‘we
anchored in Sauger Roads, at the mouth of
the Hooghly. + The island of Sauger, in-spite
of the efforts made to reclaim it, ‘is still<a
most desolate jungle ; 'and vegetation ig there
8o Tapid as to defy all .chance of effectually
clearing it. Sauger is famous for the size and
ferocity of its tigers; and it was on it$ shores
that Major Munro, of menagefie memory, was
carried off by one of these ‘animals. They
owe their impunity from thé sportsmen of
Calcutta to their island position' alghe, which
precludes the introduction of elephants.

18th. During ‘the whole of this day the"
wind blew furiously and copstantly from’ the
south-west. At 5 p:M. we met a pilot-vessel
towing home a buoy which had parted from
its moorings ; and during the night we sailed
past the ¢ Floating Light,’ and got into blue
water. '

The next day we made but little way, and
during the night the breeze freshened to-a

*
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gale:;. Our little:craft pitched and rolled vior:
lently, and shipped a ‘good deal of ‘watet?
The state of our native gervants, partic‘u]arli
the Hindoos—who had- stretched a paint i
embarking with us-—was most pitiable } thei#
ekcessive sickness being aggravated by theif
religion exacting ‘that, whilst on board bhip;
they * should feed on dry ‘uncooked:- food
alone, The Mussulinans suffered: less, their
moré sensiblé creed imposing no such mertit
tifying restrictions on the appetite.

On the 20tk after remaininga few hours
under sail; during which we lost rather t’h,an
‘gained ‘anything a-head, the: pilot’ agaia
dropped archor, and we rode ‘out the. galé
with a hundred :fathoms- of cable, in’ twenty
fathoms water. The -morn broke with evil
auspices unabated, the monsoon®raging in
our teeth, our servants groaning at their
hitherto unknown torments; and 'ourselves, if
not sea-sick,—for we were all good sailors—
at least sick of the sea. ' At hoon ourfobservai
tions proved- that we were within “sixty miles
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of our destination, but with as little prospect
of attaining it as though the distance had
been as many thousand leagues. ' There was
a very heavy 'sea running all day, and we
were again doomed to pass the greater part of
it at anchor. At length the pilot command-
ing approached me with ‘a length of visage
indicative of a catastrophe, The vessel
—he said—was driving, and dragging her
best bower. Another anchor was dropped,
and the serang or native boatswain, on going
below to ¢ give her cable,” discovered and re-
ported that the good brig Planet—alas! that
my fortunes should be influenced even for a
weck by so inauspicious a star!—had three
feet water in the hold. - She had got a strain,
as the commander. assured me, by carrying
so great a press of sail on a wind in a heavy
sea; a piece of.information which I paid little
atténtion to, as I had already made up my
mind, first, that the leak arose from a huge
rib of the sunken vessel, before-mentioned,
having pierced her bottom ; secondly, that
the aforesaid timber was manifestly and gra-
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dually deserting its position; and thirdly, that
we enjoyed a fair prbspect of being swamped.
The pumps were, however, set a-going, and
of the two alternatives, Davy’s locker or a
run before the wind to Calcutta, we selected
the latter. The roaring concert of the sea
and winds; the constant jarring of the pumps;
and the five hours’ Allah-ing! of the lascars,
requisite to heave up two anchors with ninety
fathoms of cable each, left us but little dispo-
sition for sleep.

On the morning of the 2d, the Planet’s
head was turned towards Calcutta, and on
the same evening we anchored once more at
Kedgeree. The next morning, favoured by
wind and tide, we ran up the river at the rate
of fifteen knots an hour; at 3 p.m. we reached
Fort William, and—after a fruitless sail of
twelve days—

* . ¢+ where we had got up,
We did again get down!®

. EIN
To counterbalance in s¢me degree our many

contretems, we found that we had just arrived
Vor, II, Q
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in time for the grand ball given at Govern-
ment House, in celebration of his Majesty’s
birth-day ; where I found the pastime of
gliding through a punkah-fanned quadrille
with a gentle partner infinitely more to my
taste than cutting capers on the stormy waves
with the romping, ricketty ¢ Planet,” in whose
dungerous society I was very nearly perform-
ing a pas de trop.

Having been thus unforeseenly thrust back
upon the Presidency, we remained there an-
other fortnight; when, Government hav‘ing
refused our application for a steam-passage

to Pooree, we determined to travel dik to
Head-quarters.

Accordingly, on the 6th of May—our palan-
keens and patarras having been sent on two
days before—a brother A.D. C. and myself
once more started for our destination on the
sea-coast. We travelled as far as Diamond
Harbour in a gig (the vehicle, not the boat
so called); where we embarked on hoard a
beauliah, crossed the harbour, entered the
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Roop-narain river; and, after a prosperous
" sail of five hours, reached the town of Tum-
look. I did not survey the turbid waters of
the above dangerous river with any very great
complacency of retrospect, as they were asso-
ciated with a disagreeable accident which
‘occurred to me whilst sailing on them two
years ago. I was making a little trip for
change of air—not for change of elements
—when, heedlessly standing on the taffrail
whilst the boat was tacking, I was knocked
overboard by the boom. The stream was
swollen into a fierce torrent by the rains;
uprooted trees, drowned cattle, and cven an
elephant, carried away by the inundation,
floated past our vessel. However, a better
fate than drowning, doubtless, awaits me; for
being lightly clothed, and a practised swim-
mcr, and the boat being in stays, 1 reached a
rope in a few strokes, and was hauled on
board—none the worse for a knock on the
head, and an involuntary bath.

During the two days we were detained at

Tumlook by the non-arrival of our baggage,
Q2
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we wére hospitably entertained by Mr. Lind-
- say,’ the salt agent, who has formed a litt!e
Eden here in the midst of the desert. Time
did not hang heavy on our hands in a Tousé
where there was a Well-stocked llbrary, a
billiard-table, mechanic and chemlcal ‘labo-

ratories, miusical instruments of great variety,
from the church organ to the Geneva snuff-
box, (not to forget the musical glasses, upon
which our host shewed great skill,) good cheer,
and. a hearty welcome. The above pursuits,
with a taste for botany, horticulture, and en-
tomology, must be eﬁ”lciént weapons against
the ennui, which, without these allies, would
inevitably overwhelm him in this unhealthy
station, where there are only two Europeans
besides himself, and in an office, whose
details are neither interesting nor laborious.
Mr. Lindsay’s house is surrounded by a beau-
tifal and scientifically-kept garden ; and is
situated upon a slight eminence, whose formal
declivity, giving evidence of the rem'uns of
fortifications, goes far to strengthen the sup-
position entertained of the great antiquity of
Tumlook.
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May 7th. The weather havm% become dis-
tlessmgly sultry, we came to the detelmma-
tion, to travel by night only—passing the heat
of ':cllfa“dax eithfar at the stage bungalows on
the roadside, or with some resident at the
stations. I believe I have said before, that
in In@ia it is the universal and benevo-
lerit custom to entertain strangers travelling
through a country where shelter and supplies
are alike di,fﬁqult to be obtaihéd.

" At 10 p.m.—for not sooner would our kindly
host permit us to leave his roof—we got
into our palankeens, and, borne along by the
fastest and most musical bearers that I had
ever met with in the course of my Indian
ppstiné, reached Midnapore by the following
. morning at nine o’clock : I was only once
dropped on_the way ; which, considering the
vileness of the roads, was excusable. This
occurrence, in addition to the probable frac-
ture of the carriage, administers to the dozing
traveller a shock nowise inferior to that pro-
duced by twenty turns of the electric cylinder.
It does not, l}bwever, often happen ; for when
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it befalls choleric travellers—a race of beings
rife in hot climates—it is apt to produce a
reaction upon the backs of the. offending
bearers, pour encourager les autres—a ‘conses
quence greatly productive of caution, and
preventative of future stumbling. The prudent:
tourist will, however, keep his temper and his
cane in subjection, and content himself with
a verbal warning, or-threats of loss of buck-
shees; for on the first symptoms of vapulative
intentions (we hope they are rarely resorted
to!) on the part of the Sahib, the timid bearers
are not unlikely to take to their heels, and
leave their posed employer to cool his own in
the middle of an unfrequentéd road, under a
temperature even more fiery than his temper.

A few miles short of Midnapore, we en-
countered a hurkarah bearing a note of invi-
tation .from Mr. D’Oyly, the collector of
revenue of the district; in whose mansion we
accordingly passéd the remainder of the day.
The station of Midnapore is one of the most
picturesque in India: the Civilians’ houses

are surrounded with spacious parks, or enclo-
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sures, ornamented with fine trees ; the roads
are, from the nature of the soil, remarkably
good, and shaded by luxuriant avenues of the
teak tree. A very large portion of the dis-
trict is covered with thick bush jungle, where
the sportsinen not unfrequently find the bear
;and the leopard. In the town, and indeed,
throughout the district of Midnapore, a great
superiority in the conformation of the dwell-
ing-houses of the natives is remarkable ; yet
in religious edifices—those tasteful accessories
to Indian scenery—they fall far short of their
northern neighbours.

. At eleven at night, after a very merry din-
ner party, we once more took to our palan-
keens, declining to admit as fellow-passengers
half-a-dozen bottles of champaigne, warmly
pressed upon us by a certain reverend and
mercurial guest of Mr. D'Oyly. The night-
journey was accomplished withoat accident
or incident worthy of recital, except, indeed,
that I was on one occasion suddenly and
startlingly awakened from a doze by the
report of a pistol (as I thought) fired close to
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) daf!F shit ap and listened, -and, my'only
Halfirodsed sensés were perhaps - stillymore
Alarided by 4 sharp hissing sound, 'likethe
4ngty sibilations of the. cobra-di-capella, pro-

\¢beditis frbt béhind miy pillow! Hastily ball
fhgfor a-torch, I threw aside the cushion; and
th&first object I beheld, was the frothy, foam-
“ing mouth ‘of—a bottle of champaigne I' which,
durieptitionsly introduced by the above-men-

'tioned! kindly clerico, and irritated by the

|jolting of:the palankeen, had thus prema-

- turely ejected its cork.' Taking certain ob-
viots measires to preclude a second explosion,

t T re-corked the intruder; and slept againcra
confederate' was next morning dis¢overed, in

~the- saime $uspicious position, in my com-

~panion’s palankeen,
A . .

" At 9 AM. on the 9th, we reached the loi,lely
stage bungalow of Dantoon, a ricketty and
tuncomfortable building, situated on the brink
of a'tank. It was with great difficulty that
wé obtained some milk and- eggs for breakfast,
and a vile curry'for dinner; but our store
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of ichampaigne, which(I wag at, some pains
tongcool, made jamends for _the bad, cheer.
Soon after: sunset our, equipages came ,t:o the
d'oqr\;ncnltr impatient blacks pawed, the ground,
hnd -another night’s run of forty miles brought
lus; to the station of Balasore, where we;were
.simmediately invited to share the hospitality
of. Colonel' D’Aguilar, commanding a regi-
ment-of local infantry at this place. Balaspré
-'being only six miles from the sea, benefits in
.'some‘ degree from its refreshing breezes; and
ithe eye, accustomed to the unvarying flatness
of Bengal scenery, is agreeably relieved by the
.view of a fihe range of mountains, only seven
t miles to the,west of the town, and stretching
southwards in the direction of Madras. The
station is now inconsiderable; .buf when first
the commerce between Europe and India was
opened; this place was considered a sea-port
of great value. There are, even now, extant
the ruins of factories belonging to the Eng-
' lishy Trench;. Danish, and Dutch nations;
- and in! the -bazaar stands to this day a small
Portugese Roman Catholic chapel.
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. Balasore was ceded to the Company by the
Mahrattas-in 1803. 1 canmot furnish much
information regarding the present state of its
commerce—although, by-the-bye, I exported
from it, myself, a considerable pigeon-pie
and a good store of pale ale, the parting: pre-
sents of our hearty host.

May 11th. At 9 a.M. we reached the stage-
house of Barrepore, after a fatiguing journey
of fifteen hours. The latter portion of the
country through which we passed was very
wild-looking, and bears a bad character as to
the highway honesty of its inhapitants. Ac-
cordingly, at every change of the bearers, I
made some display of priming my pistols,—
weapons for which the natives entertain a
high respect—and nothing beyond the above
demonstration proved necessary.

Our hotel—for hotel read hovel—of this day
‘was in such a dilapidated condition, that we
were almost afraid of talking loud, lest we
should bring down the tottering and semi-
transparent roof upon our heads. The old
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resident Hindoo, who fulfilled .the offices of
bearer, kitmutgar, and cook, was of a piece
with the building: those wha have travelled
that road will recollect the tall, emaciated
figure, with his long arms and legs so bent at
the joints, as to give him the appearance of
,an overgrown grasshopper. The pigeon-pie
proved a friend in need, for a half-starved »
fowl ¢ was all the store’ that our foraging
party could levy for-us..

Starting, as usual, ahout sunset, we jour:
neyed forward, and arrived at the. fown and
station of Cuttack by breakfast-time the next
morning. As I shall have another opportu-
nity of describing this place, I shall now be
content with saying that we took refuge, dur-
ing the heat of the day, with Mr. Stockwell,
the Commissioner 'for the Cuttack ,district,
who occupies the handsome Government
house ; and as soan as the fiery chariot of the
¢ nimium propinqui solis’ had turned the
corner of the horizon, we minions of the moon
resumed our equipages and our march. The
road from Cuttack to Pooree-Jﬁggernauth,
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co‘r‘lducting through a tract greatly liable to
inundation, is raised upon a bund, or embank-
ment, nearly the whole distance of fifty-two
miles, and for, a considerable extent is.shaded
by fine old trees. In .its construction, the
British, goyernment, benefited by :the, hand-
seme:, contribution of ,16,000{, presented for
e that],purpose by a. certain;, pious Hindoo of
rankjnCalcptta., - , :
;During, the night we encountered a north;
wester; _accompanied, as usual, with violent
4hunder, and rain, which latter beat with such
violénce ragainst the -doors of, our, palankeens;
that it;was.in vain to deny it admittance, and
welweré well wetted before its! attacks. ceased.
The:torches 1too were extinguished, and; the
rbad rehdered dangerously slippery; yet'the
patient bedrers, exhorting each other in their
chorus, i persevered, and, with difficulty and
labour .hard, brought us. safely to Pooree,
which is thre'e‘ hundred and eleven miles from

Calcutta, by 7 o’clock on the morning of the
13th of May. ' T



.'2'3'71Lv“v2 ol

CHAPTER V. .

" 'BOOREETUGGERNAUTH ‘ON' THE 'dUsTaCK
[bgeil ICOAST. . o oatt od
A1l the distance of five milest froni' thel 4o,
the travéllér first' cafches - sighit [6f ‘the? i
famed templé of Juggernauth, rising!with! s
ill-proportioned and ungainly tdiver above!the
aicient and luxuriant ‘trees 5 'and’at thé'¥dme
time, if the wind be favourable, the angry Tash*
ing of thé suif oit thé beach comes upon hig *ea'ré
The town and’ bazdar are prettytexténsivess
ontaining between' five and sixthdusand
houses ;- 4nd' the main street,;” bne hundred
yards in width, and constituted ‘chiefly of thg
habitations of the ministers of théteniple; loads
directly up to that stupendous -buildingi rits
‘Passing through the town, I'observed ses
veral fine' tanks, in which crowds lof men, .
women, and children were batil‘ing—'-yet':ohe
of the bearers assured me that he had often
seen large alligators raise their hedds above
the surface when the weather was sultry.
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Lil;e other holy places, Juggernauth is in-
fested by.those sanctified vagabonds, Fakirs,
with the numerous branches of G‘ossains,
Byraghees, Suniassees, &c., into which their
important profession ramifies. At every turn,
along every dead wall, under each banyan-or
peepul tree, the naked, squalid and painted
®bodies, matted and sunburnt hair, and dis-
torted limbs .of this race of Gymnosophists
disgust the eye of the traveller; whilst his:
ear is deafened by their vociferated and
Often insolent demands for charity. My
heart and purse were always alike closed
against these - chartered mendicants, who

- reap harvest sufficient from the superstition
of their fellow-countrymen.

Immediately below the town, the line of
vegetation and verdure suddenly ceases, and
is succeeded by a huge bank of dazzling sand,

" extehding down to the sea, a distance of
about a mile. Along the rather elevated crest
of this accumulation of arid and barren ma-
terial is scattered the European colony, ¢on-
sisting of some fifteen bungalows and a line
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of bells-of-arms for the sepoy detachment.
.Many of the habitations belong to the English
officials at Cuttack, who are in the habit of
repairing hither during the very hot weather,
for change of air. Bad accommodation—diffi-
culty of procuring provisions—(beef of course
is, owing to the worshipful nature of the cow,
rarely attainable) a deep and drifting sand, ®
which renders walking impossible, and riding
an act of cruelty;. and which insinuates its
tormenting particles into both bed and board
—a climate, owing to its situation two degrees‘
nearer the equator, even hotter than Calcutta
—all these desagrémens are cheerfully con-
fronted for the counterbalancing advantage of
the sea-breeze, which blows fresh and cone
stantly during this monsoon; and is, to lungs
accustomed to inhale the jungle-tainted air of
Cuttack, refreshing and salubrious in the ex-
treme. Among the sand-hills along the beach
are several curious and extensive religious
edifices—many of them, from their being.
surrounded and veiled by strong walls slop-
ing outwards towards the base, bearing the
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appearance of small fortresses. Within these
enclosures there is in some cases an attempt
at introducing vegetation, a few 'stunted
shrubs rearing their heads above the parapet.
Those temples that are mot furnished with
walls are for the most part buried up to their
domes in drifting sand, which accumulates
so rapidly, that the whole station would be
swallowed up, but for the measures taken to
repel its inroads. One of these coast muts,
near my bungalow, bears the imposing title
‘of ¢ Duara Swarga’ or Gate of Heaven ; but
the stealthy glimpses, that I sometimes caught
through the half closed entrance, of a horrific
group of diabolical idols ; the strange, unhal-
lowéd noises startling the drowsy ear of night;
and the unequal and lurid flashes of light
‘glimmering from within the inclosure when
il around was darkness, gave this spot—
to Christian senses at least—more the ap-
pearance of the Descensus Averni; and ¢hell,’
accordingly, was the diametrically contrast-
ing name by which it was familiarly known
amongst our party.
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.The beach of Pooree is most 1ini_nte1'estipg' :
there is not a pebble or shell of .any kind
to be seen ; nor any object worth.inspection
between the Black Pagoda, sixteen miles
north of Pooree, and the Chilka lake as
many miles to the southward. In the article
of fish, however, the coast abounds, no less
than sixty-one species having been enume:
rated. Mullets, whiting, oysters, lobsters and
crabs are to be had for the gathering; but
they are not to be compared to their name- -
sakes in England.

The surf breaks with such violence on this
shore during the monsoon, that no European
boat could live for an instant amongst its curl-
ing breakers—communication with ships from
the shore being carried on, as at Madras, by
the native surf-boats. Of these there are two
kinds, the mussoola, and the catamaran. Thes,
former is deep, spacious, and extremely light,
not a particl.e of iron being used in 1ts con-
struction: the planks are scwed together with

thongs, and the sides, though tough, are so
Vou. 11 R
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elastic, that they yield visibly when struck by
a sea. The catamaran, which is not calculated
to carry anything but the amphibious being
who guides it, is a sort of raft, formed merely
of three long timbers rudely bound together
with ropes.

Ships bound to Calcutta make a point of
sighting the Black Pagoda, or the temple of
Juggernauth, which form convenient and last-
ing landmarks, Thus, as residents in the
neighbourhood of a high road extract amuse-
ment and interest from the coaches and other
equipages daily passing in review, so do the
inhabitants of Pooree in like manner make
the appearance of a ship in the roads an im-
portant epoch in the monotony of their exist-
ence. Proud is the fortunate man who first
detects the sail in the distant offing; and
prouder still, as well as richer, is he who
having backed with a bet his opinion as to
the number of the stranger’s masts, pockets
the gold-mohur confirmative of the accuracy
of his judgment. Many of the passing -ships
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exchange signals with the harbour-master of
Pooree, giving their names, and sometimes
heads of news from England.

During the pilgrimage of Head-quarters at
Juggernauth,—occupying six weeks,—occa-
sional trips to the Chilka lake, the Black
Pagoda, or tile temple itself, were the almost
only occurrences varying the uniform dulness
of our daily routine of employments. A ma-
tutinal jog through the fathomless sand on a
pony, and an evening ditlo on an elephant,
constituted our only exercise. A billiard-
table, which might have been mistaken for
a model of the Himalaya mountains, was our
only recreation; and a dish of oysters our
only luxury in a country luxurious par ex-
cellence.

At Pooree glass-windows and punkahs are
rare exotics; books still rarer; and the scar-
city of game, together with the heaviness of
the sand, renders the sport of shooting un-
equal to the fabour. A few wild ducks, and

still wilder antelopes, were the extent of the
’ R2
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spoils obtained in the chase, even by ,our
crafty peaching old Shikkaree, whg. made
nothing of creeping a league or tw‘o,_ on, all
fours in order to obtain the chance of g shot.
In the jungles more inland, however, the. tiger
and leopard roam unmolested by, the English
sportsmen ; but these proscribed animals often
fall victims to the ingenuity of the natives,
who, on producing the skin of any destructive
wild beast, are entitled to a reward from the
Collector of the district. One of these daring
hunters, who had been unusually success-
ful, brought to Head-quarters, one morning,
two tiger-skins and several leopard-skins, the
fruits of five weeks’ diligence. He carried
with him the weapon employed in his ¢ dread-
ful trade’—more worthy of the epithet than
that of the samphire - gatherer, methinks—
and exhibited to us the method in which it
was used. It was a large cross-bow formed
of double bamboo, fitted into a solid stock,
and furnished with a long arrow, or rather a
short javelin armed with a barbed point, at



Ch. V.] . A TIGER-TRAP. . 245

the root of which was tied a spongy substaiice
" 'saturatéd with a poisonous gum. The united
“'streéngth 'of the Shikkaree and his assistant,
‘howbeit' artfully applied, barely sufficed to
"drdw’ 'the string to the lock: this being at
"I‘éhgth accqmplishe‘d, the weapon was laid on
““the ground, and a cord, attached to the trigger
-and crossing the supposed path of the tiger,
was fastened to a peg firmly fixed in the earth
in front.of the bow. On striking this thread,
the arrow was projected with a force that
would have carried it half, if not quite through.
‘the body of a man; and so virulent is th.e
‘poisort employed, that the archer related that
the wounded animal rarely moves a hundred
yards from the spot before he drops and dies:
In the skins he showed us, the wounds ap-
peared generally about the region of the
"shoulder, which is the most mortal point.
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The great temple of Juggernauth—although,
at some distance, and particularly from the
sea view, it presents an imposing appearance
—is, on a closer inspection, neither remark-
.able for its architecture, nor the materials of
which it is composed; the latter being rough
stone overlaid with a coating of coarse chu-
nam. The khetr, chief tower, and other
minor buildings connected with it, are com-
prised within a wall surrounding a platform
-raised high above the ground and no less
than six hundred and fifty feet in length.
The height of the tower is two hundred feet.
According to ancient Brahmanical records
preserved in the building, the temple of Sri
Jeo, or J uggernauth, existed many centuries
before Christ; was destroyed and rebuilt sun-
dry times, and was lastly restored, in A.p.
1198, by Rajah Bhim Deo, of Orissa, who
is said to have expended nearly five hundred
thousand pounds on the work. Within its holy
precincts many inferior deities are provided
with lodgings and attendants: but the most
revered of the divine gccupants are Jugger-
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pauth’ (the Lord of the World), an alias of
the many-named Vishnu; Buldeo his bro-
ther, and. their sister, the saffron-coloured,
Subbhadra.

" These personages are only twice a year
indulged in an airing, which is fortunate, as a
team of fifteen hundred men is required to,
drag each of their carriages. The grand cere--
mony of the installation of the idol on hié
triumphal car, styled the Rath Jatra, will take
pllace next month. The usual influx of pil-
grims at ‘this epoch is immense: crowds of
- votaries are already assembled in the town,
or are wearily plodding their way towards
this Mecca of their hopes. But their num-
bers decrease yearly, and the sanctity of
Juggernauth wanes in proportion to the pro-
gress of civilization in India, The mad fana-
ticism which formerly led hundreds of volun-
tary victims to immolate themselves beneath
the wheels of the idol's car—an offering which
is said to extract a ghastly smile of delight
from the blood-loving Dagon—is now much
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sobered down. -Sterling mentions that, during
thefotrTyears in which he witnessed 'the
ceremony, Juggernauth was only propitiatéd
with three sacrifices; and that these wretches,
being: afflicted with some grievous bodily com-
plainty, ‘merely embraced that method of rid-
ding themselves of a miserable existence, 4s
preferable to the more common-place suicide
of hanging or drowning.

'The average number of pilgrims annually
resorting to Pooree is said to be about one hun-
dred and twenty thousand, many of whom are
destined never to return. Thousands of these
poor wretches die from famine, over-fatigue
during the journey, or from the pernicidus
climate of the rainy season; and their corpses,
thrown on the sands near the Engiish station,
are either burnt, or left to be devoured by the
troops of Pariah dogs, jackals, and vultures,
with which this place, so rich in food for
them, swarms. The chaplain of the district
assured me that he had himself seen, on the
space of half an acre of ground, as many as
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nished an ingredient that would have given
even additional seasoning to the nqbl‘e poet’s
already overflowing caldron of horrors. He
has, indeed, most vividly portrayéd the car-
nival of the wild dogs, the wolf, and the vul-
ture . beneatli ¢ the leaguered wall;” but had
he, as I have, shudderingly watched the gaunt
and famished swine rooting and revelling with
gory snouts among the ¢tombless dead,” 1
think he would have devoted a couplet. to
immortalize their deeds ! .

We had left Pooree before the Rath Jattra
took place ; but I witnessed some part of the
minor and prefatory ceremony of bathing the
idols. On hearing that they had been brought
outho.f the temple, and that they were now
exhibited to the admiring gaze of the multi-
tude .who had travelled so far to pay their
respects, I mounted an elephant, and with
two or three others of our party repaired to
the open market-place, opposite the platform
of the temple. Winning our way carefully
through the assembled crowds, we took 'post
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in a convenient spot, our exalted. situation
enabling us to see over the heads of the.
pedestrian gazers. There is no conveyance
through a mob like an elephant; for, although
extremely and amiably careful of the lives
and limbs of the pigmies surrounding him, his
progress is sure and irresistible, What a con-
venient look-out place one of these animals
would make for' a general directing the move.
ments of an army ; and as a perambulatory
hustings, how invaluable would he be .to an
haranguer of a populace!. 4
Their godships were formed up in line on
an elevated terrace within the enclosure, and
protected’ from the night dews by an exten-
sive and gaudy canopy of many-coloured
cloths. The evening was dark, and at inter-
vals blue lights were thrown up to enable the
spectators to view the ceremony; but the
idols being almost constantly hidden by a
forest of chowries and hand-punkahs—dili-
gently agitated by the attendant Brahmins
to prevent the flies and musquitos from invad-
ing their sacred noses,~we sent a polite
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radsdage to'the Raj-Goru, or chief priesty re-
questing! that he would cause the officialsito
opén-outi for an instant to the right and'left,
inieotder to afford us the satisfaction of ‘con-
‘templating. | the expressive countenances lof
the worshipful trio. Our embassy succeeded;
the crowd fell' back from before them ; two
brilliant: lights were illumined, and we saw
. distinctly.three. frightful wooden faces, of the
respective colours of black, brown, and yel-
low ; the lower portions of the figures being
closely swathed in cloth wrappers:

.

The. following day the idols were again con-
signed ;to their niches in the temple. -Upon
this occasion, it is the, annual custom for Jug-
gernauthto declare himself to be en petite
santé, from the effects of a severe cold—con-
sequent, probably, upon his bath—which con-
tinues to afflict him until the day of the grand
ceremony, when, by the wise treatment. of his
physicians, he is restored to his usual good
health! a

To such a length as this is carried the blind
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superstition’ of this simple ‘people,j -and it,js
carefully. nourished and fostered by theicrafty
Brahmins, who doubtless secure to.themselves
a large share,of the offerings paid at the shrine
of the idolized but helpless King Log: Many
as notorious a-block-head as friend-J ugger-
nauth, however, receives—without the -ex+
cusing plea of religious superstition—'the
obsequious. homage and adoration of mere
enlightened idolaters than the unsophisticated
Hindoo! - -

At the festival of the Rath Jatira,. the idols
are conducted in state to visit their country-
seat, one mile and a half from' Pooree—a
Jjourney of ithree days. By all ac‘cmints, the
method of inducting their worships from -the
temple to their raths,.or cars, is not remark-
ably ceremonious. Ropes being fastened
round their throats, they are dragged °neck-
and-heels’ down the grand steps, through the
mud, and are finally hauled by the same gal-
lows-like process into their respective vehi-
cles, where they are decorated by the priests,
and welcomed by shouts of admiration and
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triumph from the fanatical multitude. The
raths, on which the monster-deities are drawn,
are of lofty and massive dimensions and
clumsy architecture : that of Sri Jeo is nearly
forty-five feet in height, has a platform-of
thirty-five feet square, and moves upon six-
teen wheels of solid timber.

At first sight it appears even worse than
strange and inconsistent, that the same go-
vernment which encourages the religious en-
deavours of hundreds of missionaries to con-
vert the Hindoos to the Christian faith, should

- virtually countenance (as the cavillers against
the Company on this much-canvassed point
insist that it does) the most revolting idolatry,
by making it a source,of revenue. Itis certain
that the E. I. Company, by the pilgrim tax,

. secure to themselves an annual average amount

of fifteen thousand pounds; that the collec-
tions are made by the Brahmins, and that in
return for this extortion—startling fact!—a

Christian govermhent agrees to keep in repair,

and adorn with silks and broad-cloths, a pagan
idol ; and to support, for the private use of
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the graven image, a stud of elephants and
horses ! o
The,defenders of the system, on the, other
hand, contend that the interference of the,
Company is salutary in every respect ; that it,
controls a rapacious and unprincipled priest-
hood by depriving them of an immense re-
venue; and that the mode pursued is the one
best calculated to bring about the final sup-
pression of the idol. Tt is, indeed, manifest,
that taxation is anything but encouraging to
the thing taxed ; and it is obvious to every
one, that open and violent opposition to a rite
80 firmly rooted in the religious prejudices of
the natives might shake the allegiance of our
Hindoo sepoys, and thereby involve even the
loss of India.
- At Pooree, where there is so great a con-.
gregation of Brahmins, whose superstition
and. avarice alike prompt them to uphold the
barbarous and inhuman, but to them lucra-
tive custom, it is not surprising that the
suttee should flourish. The enactment put
forth for its abolition by the English governs -
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ment, supported as it is by the natural love of
life and dread of pain so deeply rocl>ted in the
bosom of .those for- whose protection it is
ordained, has no doubt materially operated to
diminish the number of the sacrifices; yet
has it hot given so décided a check to the
unnatural rite as might have been expected ;
and heroic widows, perhaps stimulated by
the opposition of the higher powers, daily
contrive to grill themselves under the very
nose of the government which has been so
long and so disinterestedly endeavouring to
snatch them from the burning.

If, however, disconsolate widows are pre-
vented by one law from going to-heaven with
their first and, ‘according to Hindoo customs,
sole husband, it is but just, methinks, that a
further edict be framed, enabling the willy-
nilly surviving lady to take to herself', with-
out consequent loss of caste or character, a
second lord, to solace her during her invo-
Iuntary sojourn in this vale of tears.

During my rambles in India, I" never
‘chanced to witness,—within distinct eye-range
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at least, an instance of this savage ritual;
though on my passage down the Ganges, a
white column of smoke rising above the trees
from the burning chitta, accompanied by a dis-
tant din of instruments and voices, has more
than once been pointed out to me as the apo-
theosis of some loving pair. One evening at
Pooree, whilst riding with a companion on an.
elephant along the beach, we descried a large
fire at a- distance, and guessihg it to be a
suttee by its vicinity to the ¢ gate of heaven,”
we proceeded towards it. On reaching the
spot, I was, I trust, not sorry to find that the
body which was undérgoing cremation had
died -previous to the ceremony ; and that the
crowd who were singing and gesticulating
round the pyre were merely performing the
last offices for a deceased relative, instead of,
as T had at first imagined, drowning by their
rude music the agonized cries of a living
victim.

Pushing our elephant near to the fire, we
inquired of an old emaciated Brahmin, who

seemed to take a leading part in the cere-
Vou, II. 8
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mony, ¢ Who it was who had gone to heaven ?’
He answered readily, and indeed garrulously,
that it was his mother, who haci died the
same morning. On our expressing our won-
. derment that he, who appeared to be seventy-
* five or eighty years old, should have had a
mother alive so lately, he said, < My mother
was five twenties and four years old: she
came thirty years ago, being at the point of
death, to Juggernauth, to die on holy ground,
‘but recovered, and lived until this day.” The
old man then rejoined the groﬁp round the
| pile, and re-commenced clépping his hands,
and joining in the shouted chorus of ¢ Hurri
bole! hurri bole!’ an invocation, I believe,
to Vishnu. The whole party seemed to me
to be actuated by a 'strange sort of merriment,

. very foreign to the occasion; and there was

one callous-looking assistant, wha, probably

with a view to hasten the destruction of the
corpse, continually employed himself in strik-
‘ing it with a long bamboo, and turning it
over, like a beef-steak upon-a gridiron. They
were extremely economical of their fuel,
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throwing the wood on in small quantities,
and leaving the pile not more than a foot
high, -

The scene was altogether wild, horrific, and
yet picturesque. The evening was dark and
stormy, and- thunder-clouds were flying
athwart the heavens in all* directions: the
angry surf dashed and foamed within a few
feet of the sand-hill on which was raised the
pile, whose bright blaze threw out in strong
relief the wild-looking figures of the group,
who, with their white garments floating in
the winds, were singing and dancing with
the most -fantastical gestures round the
flame.

As a back-ground to the picture, the white
cupolas and domes of the ¢ gate of heaven,’
embedded in dusky foliage, were alternately
lighted up by the red glare of the funeral
pyre and the silvery and fitful gleams of
the lightning; and still further in the, dis-
tance might be faintly discerned the snowy

tower of the great temple of Juggernauth,

On the 8th of June the Hattrass, pilot-
52
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brig; #f 1ifildd K& appéaraiice’off thé éoastfor the

purpéselof ¥ravdporting a’ detachniel‘)é iof Tl
" Head-qudf térs to ‘Calcutta;' & ééoﬁd diviSion
being ‘destined "towards: the lattéi'énd’ 6P ke
month, to accompany the Commandeb-intchiet
by land 'to the Présidency. ' The surf rifi'8o
high 'the' hext ddy, that it wa¥ hot ‘¢ohdideréd
safe for thé party to embark ; but on-the'fol!
lowiig &véning,its 'fﬁry"’hairing 'Somewhiat
abated, the passengers and “bag g‘lge‘ Were
" securely stowed in the bottor of the ‘mis-
soola ;' the buoyant craft was ‘Tatnched] and
bravely surmounting—though’ 'é(!)reT)J buffetéd
—the impétious atfacks (')f"‘t’ﬁi'eé'[éu'ébesswé
lines of surf, finally reached the' brlg "in
safef.y Oﬁe sea, {aking hier on' (id quarter,
broke *ord’ board, drenching to the’ skm all
the pdssengers, one of whom Wéts la lady,
and sweeping five of the mewwovelboal(i :
The tenure of these latter on the {)oat is far
froms secure, as they sit on the transverse
beams flush with the gunwale, and have only
their paddles, which are fixtures, to hold”
on by.
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Iqu?e,t,urn,mg the. musqoolq wag| thrqn_on
her beam-ends, and nearly. the.whole of the-
CERY,, Went, overboard Being,_homeyer, all -

payerful men, expert swimmers, and;unem-
barrassed wwith, excess of clothing, they ac-
countthis. accident an affair, of little moment;
and n, the event ,oﬁ-tl}eir failing to.recover
their boat, they are picked up‘bx the attend-
ant catamarans—ror. by the sharks, which
abound on this coast. . :
.,On the occasion of a grand nocturnal
bathing | ceremony, held at. the great. tank
galled the Indra Damin, I went with a
party of threeor, four others to witness the
spectacle, | The, walls surrounding the pool
and_.a cluster of picturesque pavilions in;its
centre were brllhantly lighted up with hun-
dreds of cheraugs, or small oil-lamps, casting
3 ﬂlqker%ng‘ lustre upon the heads and shoul-
(llers of about five hundred men, women, and
children, who were ducking and prayiilg, 3
corps perdu, in the water. As I glanced over
the figures nearest to me, I discovered float-

Ing among the indifferent bathers two dead

-
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bodies, which had either been drowned in the
confusion, or had purposely come to die on
the edge of the sacred tank; the cool and
apathetic survivors taking not the slightest
notice of their soulless neighbours.

June 16th. Having projected a trip to the
Black Pagoda—situated sixteen miles north
of Pooree near the village of Kanérac,~-and
having previously sent forward some tents,
servants and provisions, Colonel D. and my-
self started for that place late in the evening,
in our palankeens. The ﬂight proving. rainy
and tempestuous, our progress was somewhat
retarded: at 2 A.M. however we forded the river
‘Kusbédra ; and at a little before four o’clock,
reached our encafﬁpment near the Pagoda.
The road lay the whole way over a plain of
deep sand slightly sprinkled with some un-
“happy and intrusive weed ; but in the imme-
diate neighbourhood of the temple the scenery
is rather improved by the undulating form of
the ground, and the fresh verdure of several
pé.tches of jungle. Part of this was once
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the garden attached to the residences of the
Fakirs or ministers, whose handy-work has
been. once more reclaimed by the wilderness.

After breakfast, having summoned for our
guidance an. old hirsute fakir,—who seemed
to haunt the ruin like ghe ghost of its by-gone
prosperity—we rambled over this curious and
wonderful edifice ; the weather, fortunately
for our antiquarian labours, being cloudy and
cool. .

The Black Pagoda, or Temple of the Sun,
was built by Narsing Deo Langora, Rajah of
Orissa, as far back as the year A.p. 1241.
The main body, or sanctum sanctorum, has
been almost totally destroyed—by lightning
as they relate—the only portion remaining.
upright amid the general wreck being one
lofty shapeless pinnacle of stone, which sur-
prisingly retains its erect position, although
its height is about one hundred and thirty
feet, its base extremely small, and the inclin-
ation of the whole mass decidedly out of the
perpendicular. The ante-chamber, however,

<3 large square building,—is stil} in excel-
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lentpreservation,motwithstanding the Idepre-
dationsiand wanton ravageslof thetMahrattas,
whicparbareusly:purloined the istone to; erect)
theircowivipaltry temples,.and even: éxtracted:
most of the iron clamps; -uséd,-n;ins.tbadf)pﬁ
cement, to fasten toge@i the huge materials
of the building. These same savages, whose
destructive ¢ trail’ may be traced throughout
all India, and who ‘possessed the province of
Orissa for many years antecedent to its ces-
sion to the Company, have also mutilated,
defaced and overthrown many of the statues,
ornaments, and gateways of the edifice,

The Brahmins, too, of Pooree, assisting in
the generall pillage, carried away froni hence .
an elegang ‘column — about thlrty-ﬁve feet
high, formed of a single shaft of black ba-
salt, and of the most graceful proportions and

» architecture — to adorn their own temple of
Juggernauth. 1In its present situation, in
front of that heavy clumsy tower, it is|quite
-out of -placé. Its original position \was dn
front of ‘the eastern gateway of 1the "Black
Pagoda: - This approach .was flanked by two
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of this mischief must have been at some pains
to accomi)lisll their object, as. it is formed—
as are the: supporters of the other entrances
~-0f .one solid block of red granite. The
foregoing sketch gives an idea of the re-
maining gatepost; andrfc‘he well-dressed figure
on the right is our conductor, the Fakir.

At the. western gate lie, overthrown, two
gigantic horses in stone, richly caparisoned,
and represented in the act of rearing and
treading beneath their hoofs the strangely-
distorted figure of a man armed with a sword
and shield. Although stunted bushes and -
noisome weeds have almost entirely over-
grown these statiies, and the monsoons of
nearly six centuries have vented their fury
upon them, the edge of the sculpture is still
sharp and decided,—even the chains of the
bridles, %nd the studs and ornaments of the
trappings remaining uninjured. The same
 may be remarked throughout the numerous
rich carvings of the temple; a peculiarity
which ¥nay be perhaps attributable to the
dryness of the sandy soil. '
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On another side of the pagoda I discovered,
rolled over among heaps of huge stones,
and prickly thickets the two supporters bf
another gateway. One was much defaced;
but the other, in good preservation; pour-
trayed an elephant,:,prnamente& with rich

. housings, and holding in its curled proboscis
the struggling figure of 2 man—a most spirited
composition. '

The fourth entrance led from the ante-
chamber to the main temple ; but it has been
nearly closed up by the fall of that building.
An immense mound of ruing, overgrown with
copse-wood, attests the stupendous propor-
tions of the fallen edifice.

The interior of the still-existing chamber is-
a square of about sixty feet diameter; the
walls about the same in heigh# and nearly
twenty feet thick. The dome is cOn‘lcal, and
its arch artfully formed by large stones pro-.
jecting over each other until they approach.
near enough at the apex to be connected by
ah enormous keystone of granite.

The floor is, quite unaccountsbly, covered
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with &59Rfu%5A pile of large blocks of stone,
some:0f ghem, twelve feet long by,six, feet, in,
digmeters s amongst them are.several solid
hars of iron, gighteen feet in length and, peaxly.
afoof square. That they must have fallenis
apparent ;jbut; to what purpose such massive
matetials | could, haye been, applied is exy
tg@mgly‘p'l'oblemg't‘ical.' It has been, indeed,
conjecfured that,they might have formed the
floor, of an: intermediate story ; but, as there
are 1o WilldeS or qthe;' means of admitting
light and air to the upper part of the dome,
this surmise is not borne out by probability.

Myriads of wild pigeons, and, bats eccupy
the !dalrl“;l”in"t?‘rior of the lofty, cupola; and,
among tpq heaped ruins of the main, tower a
_family of| bears and 4 colony of porcupines
have,,found @retreat.

B?in'gﬁrmed with guns, we tried to provoke
Bruin from his den ; but, at home or not, he
" made no answer. to our summons, The Faigir'

related that on a former occasion two Englishy
visitors were more succcessful,in a like -at-
-tempt : damp straw being ignited at the
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mouth of the cave, ‘which'i§ s sthore’ than
three fet “wide-ifi the Hore! the" dardy pa
trigrch of the urdine family! $nloKed"beyond
endaraict; 4nadd ta sudden 'sdllyfrom hiy
stronghold’; ' oné of .the bésieaef'é“s‘t‘eﬁ’fifﬁ&
bk finissed his footing, and' fell’ dowh 8ol
“feet among the masses of sculptired é’coné’,
and the :bear, bent upon'follokyin% up his hd!
vantage, was ‘shot through the hea&”b'y"ﬂié
sécond sportsman} who had, with c})nsun !
maté'generalship, selzed a position just above
the gorge of the cavity. 2

The beauty .of ‘this Temple of the §un is
marred by 'humerous obscene ﬁorules and
groups, réndering it unfit for any mbre pro-
minent ' situationn than thé lone and' sava(ré '
spot where it stands. ‘Those which' ‘611 the

niches on the exterior sides of t#b e iﬁ‘ép aré
as"large as life; on the lintels of the door-
ways they are minute: beyond the remark
that some of the statues would scarcely have
been unworthy of Canova, these strange fea-
tures of the Black Pagoda are totally ‘inde-

v 1 i
scribable.
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. sheltered by a projecting eave. Itisin alto re-
" lievo, as are all the statues occupying niches.
By clambering up one of the deeply-carved
angles of the roof I succeeded in attaining' a
* situation within a few feet of the melon-shaped
mass which crowns the summit, from whence
" enjoyed an extensive view of sand-plains,
ocean, and jungle, 4
The elephant, appears to be the animal
‘most in vogue for®rnamenting the cornices;
hundseds of these picturesque beasts, in every
possible attitude, being disposed throughout
. the building ; and "there is, perhaps, more
skill and truth to nature displayed in them
than in any ether subject of the® sculpture.
Marriage processions, and highly-wrought .
battles are likewise pourtrayed in the same
style by way of borders. * o,
It is surprising that so costly an edifice
should have been erected in so sequestered a
situation, a barren, sandy plain, and far from
any town of consequence ; but it is thus ac- .
counted for—the Rajah, being afflicted with
rheumatism, resorted to the sea-shore, ‘where
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he was cured ; and he eyinced his gratitude
to the gods by building the temple on the
spot where his malady .left him, It is now
g!)out two miles from the sea, which is, sup-
posed to have receded considerably from this
coast. Like many other ancient Indian build-
ings, the Black Pagoda has been saddled wit'r;,
sundry and marvellous legends. One of the
causes assign:ad for its desertion by the priest-
hood is as follows: the shmmit of the Khetr
is said to have been, in times of yore, furnjshed
with a stupendous loadstone, which, attracting
the ships passing in the roéfis,' drew them to
the shore, where they were wrecked. "Some
desperate’tforeigners, having suffered a like
catastrophe, stormed the Pagoda, and carried
away the magnet. The sanctuary being thus
defiled, the shrine was deserted by the Brah-
mins ; and many of its ornaments removed to .
the temple of Juggernauth.

The jungles in the neighbourhood of Ka-
narac swarm with antelopes; and buffalos
are to be found in the swamps. The old
Heaa-qu'ar'tersf Shikkaree, who generally con-
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contrived to enrol himself—among thé host of
more requisite menials—on all rambling ex-
peditions, succeeded in shooting one of the
fornier-animals, whose exceeding wildness
;md watchfulness defied all attempts of my |
ardent companion to approach them.

v" The thunder-threatening closeness of the
atmosphere having completely spoiled ouf
imported provisions, in the afternoon we took:
post on ‘each side of the temple with our
funs,ind sending in a domestic to drive out
the immense flocks of pigeons, soon provided
ourselyes with an’ extempore d}nner, besides
the enjoyment of half an hour’s very pretty
practice.

In the dusk of the evening we resumed our
palankeens, and returned to Pooree; pro-
nouncing the Black Pagoda to be—albeit
little known—the finest specimen of Hindoo
architecture that we had met with in our
peregrinations through the great continent.

- .
June 26th. - This day having been ﬁxefl for
the departure of the first section of the land-

Vou. II1. T
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going detachment of Head-quarters for Cal-_
cutta; and the adjutant-general, t\he surgeon,
‘and myself having been ° told off” for this
section, at 6 p.M. we stepped into our 'Ralan-

keens, and, nothing loth, commenced 'our

retreat from Pooree—that depét of Brahmins

.and pilgrims, flies and fakirs, idols and oyé‘%
ters, live sands and dead bodies— leaving

nothing behind .us worthy of regret, -except

perhaps the sea-breeze. It would be un-

grateful however, not to admit that hlmost

every individual of the . party had derived

more or less benefit from the climate during

our short residence on the Cuttack coast.

Havjng. now conscientiously accomplished

- the three great pilgrimages of Benares, Hurd-
war, and Juggernauth—the two last of which
are one thousand four hundred miles apart-— '
it only remains for me to regret that this per- -
formance, which would yield the Hindoo such
vast claims to respect in this life and beati-
tude in the life to come, will redound no more
to my advantage—~perhaps hot half 56 much—
as a trip to Cheltenham or Leamington ; exs



Ch.V.] CUTTACK. 275

.cept indeed that it secures to me the amusing
recollections of a long journey, and the power
of boring and. re-boring my friends hereafter
with yet longer descriptions of it.

‘A ‘pleasant lliglit’s run of twelve hours
| brought us within sight of Cattack, just as
the morning-gun boomed over the waters of
the Mahanuddy. The roads were greatly-cut
up by the rains; but from the same cause
the appearance of tlte country was much
improved. The approach to the town is
extremely étriking';- a Idilg avenue of noble
trees leading the traveller to the bank of a
beautiful stream, wilich, rushing against the
bold angle on which Cuttack is situated, is
split into two channels, distinguished by the
respective names of Mahanuddy and Ca-
jori. As Cuttack is subject to sudden and
violent floods, the point of bifurcation is for-
tified agains‘st the abrupt rising of the river -
by a strong stone revitment; the town is
surrounded with luxuriant groves, and thé
swelling hills of Koorda afford @ pleasing

back-ground to the prospect.
: T2
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The ferry-boats on the river were crowded,
almost to smkmcr Wltl’jl troops of pli«rrlms of
both sexes travelhn«r towards j uggemauth
among the' men there Were several dreadful]y
emaciated obJects "t the Women Twere for
the most part 1n goori caSe, and many of
them very pretty Passmcr thx"oﬁorh 'the't! town,
I was Lmd]y '‘welcomed under the roof-tree of
a young ' friend; who, in’ his flately-fldueved
capacmes of maglstrate and Benedlct had
newly’ detiied down in’this’ Statlonl

Cuttack - is not considered ' healthy ; 'thé
same moisturé of the atmosphere 'which' et
ders the vegetatlon ) verdant ¢ dhd abuhdant,

but ill accordmg with the Eul‘opebi 'ébnsut’u-

tron " It is’ perh';ps to, counteract the bad

effects  of the damp that the native inhabit-
ants are in the habit of smoking h very ‘sub-
stantial cigar, which, when it is not i use,
- they carry behind the ear, as a clerk does his
pen. In the rivers about this neighbourhood,
lapidarian research has discovered a great
variety of the agate family. T obtained very
good specimens of jasper, onyx, and cornelian.

‘



Ch.V.] . THE OORIAS. 277

Cuttack is the Head-quarters of that useful
tlribe of men, called the Ooria bearers, who,
being looked upon as the best and most
trustworthy servants, are much in request

. among the English of the Presidency. Their
masters, without fear, confide large sums of
money to their keeping; and almost every
little master and little miss ‘of the rising ge;
neratlpn' of Chowringhee* is attended by one
of the;se bareheaded and almost naked, but
very cleanly guardidns. I trust that honesty
is not necessarily associated with, or the na-
tural offspring of intellectual dulness; but it
is certain that Mr. Sterling, in his interesting

"account of the province of Orissa, applies to its
inhabitants the term of ¢ the Beeotians of the
East!’ I myself aitended the Cuttack Kaut-
cherrie, during the examination of some wit-
nesses depoging to an outrage committed
amongst the hills; and obtuse and temper-
trying as thé whole tribe of witnesses notori-
ously is, the Laputa flapper was never more
wanted than in this instance.

* Portion of Calcutta exclusively iphabited by the English genlry.
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. June 28th. Cuttack.~His Excellency ar-

rived from Pooree; and the following morning,

after a review of a.corps of native infantry, I
_ accompamed him on a visit to the forttess
of BarabAti, situate near the cantonments.
It is of great’ antiquity, owing its foundation
to "the ancient . Rajahs of Orissa.! From the
Mahomedans, who seized thé! country about
the middle of the eighteenth century, it re.
ceived several additions ; and at a later petiod
it fell into the hands of the Mahrattas, from
whom it was wrested by the English, after a
determined resistance, in 1803—by this con-
quest the Company- obtaining possession of
the rich province of Cuttack. Inithe days’
" of its' prosperity Barabiti must have been
almost 1mpregnable ; and, even in its broken-
down old age, its lofty ruins frown formidably
upon the surrounding plain. The enceinte.
of the fort occupies more than a square mile
of ground, "and it is’girt -about with double
wallg of red pudding-stone, in the destruction
of which the march of time has been assisted
by the ruthless hand,of man, and the mate-
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" rials devoted to the repair of the roads. The
' 'dltch is scarped with the same'stoney dnd, in
the widest part, is no less than two hundred.
and twenty feet across: it is always filled
with water, and is additionally fortified with
a terrific band of alligators, who "have, time,
out of mind, held hereditary sway in ‘its dark
cool depths ;<-4 bloody siege would be.a gala
time for these ravenous monsters.

The Commander-in-chief having expressed
a wish to witness the athletic and gladiatorial
performances of the seapoys of the 39th infan-.
try, sitteeil of the most skilled- in these
sciences -were-drawn from the ranks, and in
the cool of the evening repaired to Mr. Stock-
well’s garden. The place sclected for the
display was a spot of soft mould about one
hundred feet in- extent; the English spec-
tators were furnished with chairs under the
surrounding trees, and the circle was com-
ple‘ted' by a crowd of the set':poys, who,
attired in their own graceful undress, Thad
assembled to view the exploits of their
companions,
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- The*gmbs! iwerd 'opened 1by: the'usword-,
playerssiwhd) agivell 1as theiwrestlersy. were
entivelyriiled] vith ‘thie sk ceptidii of mricloth
botitd “ightly'réund the waisty Gndrreaching
a‘few' itléhes down thd thighst “Such gerfect

,m6délsvof theThnimal 'man Il never bgheld!
The fidét two ¢othbatants, who jumped simul-
tandbusly irito thelarena,  were-armed ~with a
speciescof singlé-stick; Jshotter 1and thedvier
than thbse used in England, 4rid covered with
leather to qualify the effect of the blow: yibear;
ing ifi'their Teft hands a small leathérn buck-
ler!abéut the'citcumference lof:adinner plate:
Afterid siniling salaam, they: ppproachied eac¢h
othei'very cautiously; tircling’iround at the

“respectful distance of ten feet,-and'using the
most| exti'hordinar');' and' extravagant gestures
—preliminaries which to me appeared absurd
and unnecessary, but which an old Jemadar
near me described ‘as useful:to awe and' dis-
tract' the atfention of the antagorniist;. and to

gain the sun of him. T 1

: When they-at last came. to: blows they laid
about them in teal earnest) striking with all
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their might; and often with, both hands. ,The
extremer dexterity which- they: digplayed,in
warding lwithi:the little shield; ,their, crafty
feints, anil the .immense springs, theyjocca-
siotrally:inade tofavoid or surprise, /their, ‘ad-
versary, drew; loud. plandits from the.circle.
Towards theignd'of the combat, ‘.ope of these
supple "fellows. suddenly threw .himsglf,.upog
his knées, in -order -to cut..at the legs of his
opponent ;_aid from that apparently helpless
position; ‘with) the quickness ‘of lightning, -
sprung - biick,[six:;or ieight.feet to,escape the
stroke, that was| descending on his head.!,The
other}, in,attempting to retort the, same ma-
neeuvre, received a blow on the shoylder that
echoed through the field; upon which, at a
signal from: the Subadar, directing the sports,
the tontending couple struck their swords
and bucklers itogether, salaamed in token of
amity, and swaggered out of the ring. ,
The gladiators were succeeded by the wrest-
lers, whose performances were infinitely more
interesting. |After rubbing their arms and
shoulders with dry ‘mould, the first 'adverf;e
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coqple stalked with inflated .chests and strut-
tlng gait into the arena ;-and: affer gom«r
through the same preparatory demonstrations -
as the . swordsmen, came at last, auxmains.
‘The - crouching postute, in which they.crept:
round each other prior:to-the attack; <was
occasionally varied.-by a tremendous ‘leap,
as if.to prove the vigour of- their limbs, and
accompanied by a smart clapping noise,"
produced.by striking the hollow of, the hand
upon the muscular part of rthe' oppositd
arm. On meeting, they placed their heads
firmly together, like butting rams, seized each:
the other’s wrist with one hand, whilst the
-other was twined round the:back of the Adver-
tsary’s neck.. In Indian wrestling a fair fali
consists in being thrown flat on the back, a
consuminationlwhich, owing to the extreme
agility and suppleness of the wrestlers, is scl-
-dom accomplished. A.front or side fall is not
acgounted disgraceful ; on the contrary, it is
common’ for the spent combatant to throw
himself flat upon his face in order to gain
breath; in which position, with outspread
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arms and legs, he deﬁes the utmost attempts
(ﬂf his adveraary to turn him, like a turtle,
! upon his back. '

" 'The most distinguished of the wrestlers was
4 youth of about twenty-two, who successively
bore the palm from-six opponents, four of,
whom were much heavier men than himself.
He had a remarkably handsome and classical

r'countenance, with a figure of perfect sym-
metry; aind as he sprung into the circus,
looking sternly bnd confidently round for his
first-antagonist, I would not have wished for
a better representation ‘of a youthful Roman
athlete. Loud were the applauses that sas
luted him from- all sides, as, after the over-
throw of five competitors, the noble fellow
stood panting in the ring, and eagerly awaiting
another.candidate for the olympic wreath.
These skilful seapoys seemed to me to un-
derstand the mechanical application of their
strength better than any British wrestlers that
I have seen. The legs were brought much
more into play; and at the commencement of
the bouts, when the combatants were fresh,
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the falls were ,ﬁreadfully Jheavy, Thé young
Romany,after, a, series of mtncate combma-“
tions, which j'[)cou,ld not trace, rwlce threw an
opp Hﬁnt)hea “,rl than, himself qulte over his
head,;the fqller ICOmmg to the ‘ground on both

occasions, upon, h}§ crowlr}‘ ?mh‘;l; T‘py thlS same_

*opponent the.y utlh ,was himself thrown in the
same style., p}p |, with-a yviolence that extorted
a groan frqm his We]'l‘-W.lSh,el"Sl. I'I'e, neYerthe- ‘
less alighted, upglril;his feet, and soon after

_ threy, his man—a perfect Dares in stature—
fairly upon his back.

I was muqh struck by the great similarity of
make in the several seapoys s who contended—
the chief peculiarities in their form being the

-immense expansion of chest, breadth of shoul-
der, flatness-and hollowness of back, and ex-
treme smallness of waist. In their persons
the strength of the lion and the htheness of
the serpent are Wonderfully umted In the
nether limbs,. however, their symmet1 y some-
what falls Fhem. I shoultll hlge much to see
an Enghsb \yrestler“of equal Welcrht pitted
against one of these Indian athletes. The
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stamina of the'former wotild ‘doibtlesd toll if
v .thé ehd’ ﬁpié's's,fat’ the 'Hrst'onsét Sthd' &
parati'vgfj'.s'{i'ff' Britb"n should 'gek Sothe' filta
pacitating’ Wredtli 6t Strain frobi tHe Superioy
P iy OEY 2 e y
sup;'»le'g'ltré'ssldf 'the 'Tndian’s body ahd Timbs. !
* At thé éoncldisiol ‘of the' combats™a! it
' : vk T f TR ETENEY 0
stepped fortll to show us the prattice of " {he”
SN . » v o ofen
double-édged sword! which id 'his hahad ap:
g o e "'—'h Ry ?lub] l'!i TIRL
peared a ‘terrible weapon,’ though 'in''those
T l-&;: N B9 b an awkward
unaccustomed ‘to its useit's but an awkwar
instriynent. “The blide was full five feet Tong,
and encumbered “with a "'cl'uins[y ioh Ihilt
N r'l .J } ¢ .
reachiné '"Half v?'ay'lllp%he amn,'llﬂ'i'e'af gau[nt-

let—thus—
e

After 'a ,display of sundry sweeping and
rotatory cuts that would have severed a bul-
lock’s neck, 'four small'limes"wlere placgil
on the gr(_)'un'(T, é(lluidistant round the’ circle;
and the fellow,' déscribing a variety of twirl-
'ing evoluations, not ‘unlike ah exaggerated
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waltz, approached them alternately; and, with-
out pausing in his giddy career, divided each
of them in two with .a well-aimed horizontal
cut. -
Shortly: after the conclusion of the games;
my two companions and myself resumed our
dik journey ; and sodamaged were the roads
by the late rains, that we did not reach Baree-
pore—of comfortless memory.—-uﬁtil twelve
o’clock the next day. I was oftentimes dur-
ing the night awakened by the shouted cho-
rus of ¢ Hurribole l: hurribole!” with which
our bearers ‘were saluted, as they passed, by
the groups of pilgrims who were snugly squat-
ting on the road-side with their mat umbrellas
" spread over their heads to protect them from
the heavy night-dew._ |
Early in the morning I met a more distin-
- guished votary, who had accomplished thus
" much of his painful journey to Juggernhauth,
having measured his length all the way from
the northern provinces: he had been a fort-
night coming from Balasore, a distance of
about fifty-five miles, This human reptile
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was a young man of very slight form ;. never-
theless,.he did not appear to be much worn
or harassed by his .,quadrupedal ;journ€y ‘of
nearly a thousand miles. IHis forehead and
breast were 3oiled; with the mud of hisunceas-
ing prostrations, at each of which,.ere he.rose
to his feet, he made a-mark beyond his ;hera'd
on the .ground, in order to be exact in hid
mensuration.

These ¢ruel penances are sometimes under-
taken in propitiation of some heinous sin or
sins, and at others.in ratification of vows made
to the gods to avert grievous afflictions. ‘In
the hour of sickness; for instance, -the pious
husband prays for' the p}eservation of—or
perchance his liberation from—his expiring
wife; and he backs his priyer with a vow,
which is.always conscientiously executed.

During the night of the 2xnd July, we crossed
the Subanreeka river, a fine broad winding
stream forming the frontier between the two
great provinces of Orissa and Bengal. Its
l),anks are ofnamented with some banyan-
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trees .of remarkable growth; but the finest.
specimen of these wonderful productions of
vegetative nature that I have seen in . this
quarter of India_flourishes near the ghaut of
the Brahminee . river, which we passed two
days ago.- As.my palankeen ran under the-
arched corridors of this vegetable palace, its
hundred stems, faintly lighted up by the pass-
ing glare of the torches, might have easily
been mistaken for the gray and “time-worn
columns of some ruined cloister.

In our passage through the hamlet of
Dantoon on the evening of ‘the 3rd, our .
progress was . obstructed by a dense crowd
employed in celebrating their village edition
of the festival of Rzlth-Jattra. The .car was
fixed obstinately in the mud of the main
street, and the mob were striving with great.
uproar and little real exertion to remove it.
On. our approaching the, spot, the hubbub .
immediately subsided, the women covered
their faces, the populace opened. out, and
most of them saluted us respectfully as we
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passed —and thus it is throughout India in
.general : the Englishman meets with'more
respect and deference from the natives of the
wildest parts of Hindostan, than he. would
from the lower orders of the.most . civilized
portion of his own country. Nor is it merely
the lip-homage of the conquered to the con-
queror, of the weak to the strong: the Com-
pany’s government has (by contrast with
former possessors of the country) formed to
itself a character for moderation, good-faith,
wisdom, and benevolence, whicl.l has secured
to it the confidence of its subjects; a feeling
extended in greater or lesser degrees—though
in some instances, Heaven khows it is but ill-
deserved—to every member of the English
community.

More than once, during my sporting ram-
bles, I have been waylaid by old men or
women, ‘who have brought sick children to
me, and begged me in their simple manner
to prescribe for them. Although I never
ventured to incur the risk of infanticide, 1

have often administered to adult patients;
Vor. II, U
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whose own faith in the infallibility of g white -
face is probably more efficacious, than the
medicine itself, On one occasion, whilst an
equally experienced friend and myself were
in the act of pouring a dose of brandy down
the throat of a youth afflicted with the cholera,
he sunk down at our feet and expired *.

July Oth. The two dék divisions were con-
vened at Tumlook. On the 10¢4, Mr. Lind-
say’s beautiful beauliah took us to the mouth
of the Roopnarain river, where a steamer
awaited us, which was to waft us with great
expedition to Calcutta by the usual dinner
hour, After three severa] fractures of the
 machinery, however, we thought ourselyes
fortunate in maki'n.g E}arden Reach by 9 P’.ﬁ.

* Lest the English reader should i)e impressed with too exalted
an idea of my heroism, in thus exposing myself to contact with a

)
cholera-struck patient, I feel obliged to state that in India—where
that cryel distemper has been at such pains to make itself known

—I never heard even so nruch as the possibility of its contagion -

canvassed, In Europe, however, I found 8 confrary creed esta-
blished, and the whole collectise faculty ready to jump down the
throat of the rash sceptic venturing to broach his old-fashioned,
exploded, yet comfortable Indian notions !
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Here we were obliged to cast anchor; and
:Sir C. Metcalfe brought us off in a boat to
his house, where we were all provided with
beds.

The hext morning, July 11th, 1829, Head-
'~ quarters were once more established at Cal-
cutta, after a rambling, and most interesting
tour of twenty months.

During the remaining five months of my
residence in India, I was pretty generally
" stationary at the Residency, and as the march
of my pen seldom outruns that of my person,
I find my journal, during this period, blank,
except on two occasions ; first, where it follows
me on an eight days’ sporting expedition ;
and secondly, where it, attempts to give a
slight sketch of ¢ A day in‘Calcutta,” or
more properly, Chouringhee—the sonorous
name by which the English quarter of the
great city is known. The first I shall omit
—for it is long. The last I shall subjoin—

for it is short.

U2
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A DAY IN CALCUTTA.
! " f
_ Iny the hot) weather—and -nine months ,0f
theotwelye .are hot~—the, Anglo-Bengalee i
ynless he has, been late atra party the, night
before, or loves his bed better than his health,
+rig roused by the punctual warnil}g, ,off his
beargr, ¢.Sahib! Sahib! it has struck four,|
and completing, by the assistallcé of the
same domestic officer, a hasty toilette, he
mounts his Arab, and by half-past four,is
takinig his| constitutional canter round the
dew-freshened, race-course. Th,ére—-u‘nles‘%
as is..sgmetimes.the case, he be tpo languid
to] bg;social—he joins company with some
of| the many acquaintances he is sure,, to
fall 4n, with;, and discusses the merits of
the last batch of claret, ¢ per petite Lopise}
from. Bourdeaux, or the last batch of misses,
¢ ,per .Duchess of Bedford,” .from Englandi
phe last act of Government; or, the last dinner
at Gunter’s. 10r, if there be any that hevhaﬁ
chanced to falf out with, he may gn the same
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.

spot, under the well-known ¢ Great Tree,” dis-
rcuss his point-of honour without danger of
Interruption. During the months preceding
the races) the training 'of ‘the’ hordes’ affords”
the §porting woild of Calcutta an -additlonal
icitément to 'the healthful practide of eakly

. ﬁsin_g'.x ' e
At six, or soon after; that ar'ch-én'eihy‘of
Europeari constitutions the 'siin ‘béging 'to
dart, from above the tall mansions of ChduritiJ
ghee, it8' intolerable rays across the hithetto
thronged plain ; and the ¢ Qui hi’ who has
any respect for the well-being of his liver,
shrihks ap’palle& from its increasing \disk,
theaks home, delivers his reeking: horse to
the 'attendant syce, and, exhausted with'the
monstrous’ exertion he has undergone, creeps
uhder his musquito curtain, and dozes, 2

bearet fanning him, until half-past eight.

- A 'bath—the greatest luxury in Indid—and
perhaps shampooing wind him up for the
breakfast of tea, muffins, and pillau at half
past nine ; after which those who. are fortu-

hate enough to have offices, repair thither in
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buggy‘or‘palankeen; and, with white jacket
on -back and punkah over head, earn, tant
bien que mal, their rupees and tlieir. tiffex.
M This subsidiary meal is a favourite mid-day
pastime of both the ladied and men of the
Presidency, and is the only repast at which
appetite generally presides. A rich hash, or .
hot curry, followed by a well-cooled bottle of
claret, or Hodson’s pale ale, with a variety of
eastern fruits, are thus despatched at 2 o’clock,
forming in fact a dinner, whilst the sp-called
meal at 8 o'clock would be better named
supper. |
Idle men employ the above hours in visiting,
bllllards, or the auction-rooms, In the for-
mer ceremonial, should the visitor, going his
rounds, find the gates of the ‘ compound*’
closed, he is to deduce that the Bebee Sahibt
is not visible. Should they be thrown open,
on the. contrary, he draws a favourable au-
gury—(which, however, may still be negatived
by the Cerberus "Durwan {)—dashes through
the portal, draws up sharp under the co-
* Enclosure round tﬁe hous;a. +Thelady. 1 Porter.
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lumned ehtrance, jumps out, and is:';eceived
at the door-—(thére “is not a,knockeértin all -
India f)—by a respectful but pompous and
most deliberate jemadar, who, striding.:befqreﬁ.
the Bhﬁr-keeySahib * —the ivory tassels . of
his dagger rfc;ttling as he walks—leads him
through a darkened ante-ropm, (where ano-y
ther attendant, within hearing of the delicate
“Qui hi!’ of the lady, rises Wakefully'and
salaams, or sits sleepily and nods,) and
finally introduces him by his name (strangely
distorted, however) ' into the yet more ob-
‘scured sanctum. Here, seated in luxurjous,
fauteuil, and fanned by the wavings of the
heavy-flounced” punkah, the eyes of the
visiter (albeit as yet unused to the tender
twilight of the hermetically-closed apartment)
discover the fair object of his visit. Heis
seated ; obvious topics are dispatched, and
" happy is it for absent acquaintances if the
late arrival of a ship, or a new nqvel is at
hand to furnish external matter for discussion.
In default of this diversion, living victims are

“* Strange gentleman,
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offéréd ! tip' at ‘the shrine of tittle-tattle—
I-woitt'call \if scaridal — ¢ attentions’ and
¢ 1ntent1dns 7l are-anatomized ; flirtationsi anal

Cyzed s leotiples, las adverse as firé and water,
#re weddéd taid bedded ; and friends, as atd
tached!asJ twin-brothers, are paraded - with
d plstols‘for two’ tinder the * GTeat Tree.’ The
lady’s ivory stiletto, urged by her white fin?
gers rendered still whiter by Indian seclud
sion, is ot more ‘activély employed in tor
turing her' tamboured muslin, than is her
tongue inv torturing and distorting ‘facts—I
wopt say characters—the' gentleman attack's
the en, the lady the'women j éach’ defends
the’ 0pp0$1te seX, and they separate ‘mutually
“satisfied with themselves —not overhe'umnr
the exclamation’ from the neighbourring veran-
dah; ¢ There is Captain A. only* just goiig
away from Mrs. B.; what can he have been.
doing there thesé three hours, whilst Mr. B,
is at offige ? —but this smacks of persiflage!
To our subject.—The tiffen being concluded,
many have recourse to a siestd, fo recruit
their forces and to kill time.
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Towards six, . the orb of day, tendmg to-
wards the western .horizon, begins. to#relax
the vigour of his. rays ; the lengthening sha’
dows give evidenceof his decliney. and ere l'\lg"
has quite deserted the glowing heavens, the
echoey of Calcutta are awakened, by the rat-
tling—rattling indeed !—of hundreds of equi-
pages, from “the llordly‘coach-and-foﬁx; to the
less-aspiring but dapper buggy; from ‘the
costly Arab: charger to the ambling Pegu
pony. All hurry fo the same point, urged by'
the desire of seeing and being seen ; and in-
deed those morose few, who are not instigated
by these all-potent motives, are obliged ‘to
resort to the same mall, as the only well-
watered drive. At dusk the Course and
Strand are deserted :—except by a few choice
spirits, who love to breathe the cool air of
inoonlight and to listen to the soft whisperings
of . .. ... the evening breeze, rather than the
«coarse steam of viands and the bubbling of
houkabs—the world of Calcutta is dressing for
dinner ; and by 8 o’clock it is seated at that
important, but often untasted .meal. In' the
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’ hosp_itable' inansions of the. ‘upper servants/
of the Company the tables groan under the
weight of massive plate," and, iwhat, jis, worse,
"™uxider whole hetacombs dof beef.and muttont; -
I have frequently seen—horesco referens;!—
in a side-dish, which would hav;eA been much
more appr0priately‘tenanted by an alfpetizing
fncandeau or a tempting ris de veau,—two
legs of mutton, or twin turkeys ; yet with all
this profusion, scarcely any one has suffi..
‘cjently recovered from the heavy tiffen diss
~ patched atstwo, to be able even to look with+
but shuddering upon the élaUghtered herds—
much less to taste two inouthfuls, r
Champaigh and claret, delightfully cocled
-with ice or saltpetre, are real luxuries; and,
ere the last course is well off the table, an
isolated bubble announces the first houkah
others drop in, the jingling of Suppooses is-
‘heard § "a tich, though rather overcoming
odour pgrvades the air; handdome mouth-
pieces of amber, gold, silver, or Viderl, decked
with snowy ruffles, insinuate thitmselves from
under the arms of the thaird ; and the pauses
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in the sometimes languid and 'ill-sustained
conversation are deprived of their forinet
awkwatdness by the full sonorous drone of 4
dozen of these princely pipes. !

The men do not sit so long after the ad-
journrhent of the ladies as is the custom in
Englané. ' ) !

Inveterate smokers have their houkahs
transferred to the drawing-room. They are
‘not bad compadnions in the silence of a whist
table ; but prove rather a barbarous s accompa-
niment to the music and Smeg, in the
piano passages of which its monotonous growl
chimes rather discordantly. The houkah
however, in a room full of ladies does not
appear to a griffin (‘ young haid,’ or Johnny
Newcome) more out of pldate, than does
the half-naked figure of the punkah-puller:
Small parties break up about half-past ten,
with a view to the ensuing morning’s ride—
and lo? a Calcutta day is completedy

Dec. 8th. This evening, during the accus-

tomed promenade, a flying report of the
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Arrival of the. frigate reached the mall. My

heart leaped at the glad tidings, and I ventéd

my joy by spurring my astonished Arab at

full speed round the lonely race-course. A
reaction followed, and. as I walked my
smoking horse slowly home, I sighed at the
thought of §uitting- a country where I had
passed four happy and eventful years. Ere
nightfall the ramour was confirmed—H.M.S.
Pallas, forty-two, Captain Adolphus Fitz-
Clarence, had anchored in the Hooghly, having
on board Lord Dalhousie and Staff, and the
Right Rev. John Turner, newly appointed
Bishop of Calcutta. I received by this con-
veyance several letters kindly brought from
England by Lieutenant Knox, and all of them
beckoning me hdme again.
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CHAPTER VI

VOYAGE FROM CALCUTTA TO ENGLAND, V14 MADRAS,
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, ST. HELENA, AND ASCENSION.

Jan. 6th, 1830. YesterpAy, Lord Combey-
mere repaired on board the Pallas; and this
morning was fixed for the embarkation of
the remainder of the home-bound party. * A
brother Ez-A.D.C. and myself breakfasted
at Government House ; al&i at ten o’clock,
we accompanied the Governor-General and
Lady -William Bentinck—who intended to
honour the frigate with a visit—on board the
Hooghly steam-boat, destined to convey us
to Diamond Harbour, about ﬁfty miles from
Calcutta.

By half-past ten, the City. of Palaces was
shut out. from our V1eW, and we were dashing
past oth'é ‘verdant shores of Gardem Reach,
with ‘its long line of Thames-like villas—under
whose roofs I had so often quaffed the cup
of hospitality, or ¢ chased the glowing hours
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with. flying feet” On rushed the quivering
Hooghly, ploughing fiercely through the
glossy bosom of her river godmother and
namesake ; and soon after four o’clock she
brought us alongside the Pallas, who received
the Governor with manned yards, and a thun-
dering salute,—an example followed by -all
the ships in the harbour,

At six o’clock the whole party, about thirty”
in number, dined on board. The table was
spread on the quarter-deck, and canopied
oyer with flags; ﬁnd the feast afforded us.a
yery satisfactory earnest of the good cheer
that we were to expect during our long
voyage—expectations that were more than
realized by the result. In the. evening the
Hooghly again received its noble passengers,
and the greater number of our leave-taking
friends; the Ganges steamer remaining to

tow us out of the river.

. .-
Jan. 7th. Pallas weighed and madd sail
from Diamond harhour, towed by the Ganges,
Slowly and gradually we floated past the low
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anc? marshy shore of Kedgeree, the wild and
desert Sauger, dnd the sandy Edmanstone’s
Isle ;- and at sunset. we anchered still in sight
of land. - Among others of our friends who re-
mained onboard, with the intention of returning
whef the steamer left us, was Colonel Skinner,
who had brought with him three of his Russul-
dars (native officers of rank). These men, who
‘had never before quitted dry land, were rap-
turous in their admiration of the size, cleian-
liness and discipline of the ship; nor were
they themselves less the %)jectS- of wonder
to the crew, who eyed. them with that sort
of knowing smile in which there is more of
satire than mere curiosity—and many a wink
was exchanged, when as the sun sunk below
the horizon, the tall, showily-attired Mussul-
mans prostrated themselves on the quarter-
deck, and pressed their foreheads against the
boards.». At dusk, Pallas anchored in five
fatho;‘]lslo water.

Jan. 8th., This morning I saw for the last
time the sun rise over the low green shores
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of Bengal ; in two hours, the tallest palmyras
had dipped out of sight ; and when our noble
frigate had fairly become the nucleus of a wide
unbroken circle of sea and sky, the fact was
pointed out to the three native officers, who
after deliberatély scanning the whole horizon,
vented their admiration in a torrent of en-
thusiastic ejaculations. The Ganges towed
us well out of a calm ; and at 6 »p.m. she cast
us off, and taking the still lingering remnant
of our friends on board, turned her head to-
~wards the land. A

At eight o’clock, we put our pilot on board
the ¢ floating light,” which is moored at the
extreme point of the Sand—heads ; a fine
leading breeze assisted us all night, and ih
the morning the Pallas was in blue water,
and bending her rapid course towards Ma-
dras. 'The England-bound party consisted
of Lord Combermere and five of l}is ‘Staﬁ' 5
each passenger was provided with a,com-
fortable cabin ; and during;r the four” fibnths
we were on board, our liberal and courteous

Captain left us nothing to complain of —
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except, perhaps, occasional indigestions, the
fruits of a table but too profuse for the well-
being of dyspeptic Indians. ' '

To a puassenger, a frigate possesses advan-
tages and drawbacks in pretty equal propor-
tions—though, in the eyes of military men,
the latter generally preponderate :—but as a
command, it appears to me the most complete
and independent that falls to the lot of men
of middling rank.

¢ Who would not brave the death fire, and the wreck,

To move the monarch of her peopleddeck ?*

The captain of a frigate is the sovereign
of a little floating island : he is the tyrant
or the father of his subjects, according as
his disposition prompts ; and with very little
management and tact he may make himself
the master of the affections, as well as the
services of his officers and crew. To a sub-

ordinat_e, however, the army must necessarily
be the igost engaging profession.
]

Jan. 14th. At eight o’clock this morning,

after a pleasant sail of five days, the Pallas

Vou. I1. ¢ X
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anchored in'the Madras reads, about two miles_
from- the shore, and in eight fathoms water.
The view of this Presidency from the sea is
by no. means favourable: the shore is flat,
the buildings mean in comparison with Cal-
cutta, and the trees scrubby and ill-grown.
On more intimate acquaintance with Madras,
however, we were agi'eeably surprised by the
picturesque and umbrageous situations of ‘its
garden houses, which are not seen from the
sea; yet, on the whole, our parting.and col-
lective verdict pronounced it to be a full half
¢entury behind the sister Presidency in the
luxuries and conveniences of life.

No sooner had the Pallas swung to her
anchor, and the canvas, quickly furled, disap-
peared as if by magic from her taper yards,
than a mussoula boat was seen to push from
the shore; and on coming alongside was
found to contain the almost senseless person
of a highly embroidered Staff officer, w’ho had
come off to arrange about the landing of his

« Lordship ; but so -dreadfully sea-sick was
the unfortunate man, that ere he reached the
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Pallas, he was lying quite helpless in the
bottom of the boat.

About an hour after, the Governor’s mus-
soula boat, decorated with the Honourable
Conipany’s flag and furnished with a stern-
awning, took us on board. The sea was run-
. ning very high; and nothing could be finer
than the manner in which our buoyant craft
bounded over the three surfs, the last of
which left us far up, high and dry, on the
sand. On landing opposite the Custom
House, our party was immediately accom-
modated with a-variety of equipages, which
conveyed us to the Government House, where
we were courteously welcomed by the Gover-
nor, Mr. Lushington.

The palace, which is about a mile and a
half from the custom-house wharf, is large
and commodious, but of anomalous and in-
elegant architecture« it is well situated
near the mouth of a‘small river, and has
some fifty acres of parkish-looking ground
around it. ' :

In the afternoon a resident friend drove me

X2
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carriages; but such carriages! they were even
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the equlpages of Calcutta and contras{ &
n )

strangely 'With the smath bonnets of 'the ’iz{’di‘éé[
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Who tenante them .

'j)lrllea with a very numerous party at GV
x"errllnent-house. The _servants of Madras
are smart and attentlve, and have more of the

vmercurlal flippancy of the English Walter,{
than trlule- S,IO\,V dehberalte Ilﬁi}ru{mtgar of dal
cutta The are not so tenac'lous of cast
«de’ Ediléétf&ently fewer of them are requlred

f'or t‘he same dlomesuc who wa%ts at ﬂmner,
wrll ‘also condescend to superintend his mas-l
ter ; toxiet ‘ I |
I did not see a single houkah at Madras
and I was informed that this fashionalle dti"’
muLlant to an old Bengalee ahnost as necles-
sary as his food, is seldomrused here. i
o I

Jan. 15th) Madras. I was iA’trdtluced this
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and B]ack Town The former, wlnch has
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been the scene of m01e than one stubborn
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fight between the Enghsh “tlld French, '}s
lald down acrreeable to the rules of modem
fortlﬁcatlon, 1ts s1tluat10n 1s goou1 butl it is
much erowded with’ hloh bulldmgf in the
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1Fnte1“1011’l ~ His L ‘M‘ar].estys 26th ll”{’en'ln:ltentnlls
now quartered within the walt ’i‘he n]auve
town has nothing remarkable 1n 1t it is,
however, bullt more reguhlly, ’ath of more
durable materigls than is the similar (rlu’;:trter
of C Calcutta. y ’

The natlves of Madras fall sh01t of the
'Bengalese in, dehc*xcy‘ of feature and sym-
metry of person, although they are perlnps

better fonimed for e%ertlon. *The men ?re



310 THE NATIVES. . [Ch.VI.

smaller—as: was manifest on comparing the
average standards of the regiments of each
Presidéncy ; the women, on the contrary,
are, 1 thmk taller, and many of them very
‘handsome. 'Their costume is. becoming, and
the poorest have some gold ornament on their.
persons. The prettiest of their decorations is
a small skull-cap of solid filagree gold, which
is worn on the' crown of the ‘head, and fast-
ened through the hair like a brooch. Ano-
ther article of fashion, which has since found
its way to Engldnd, is a belt of solid gold or
silver fastened round the waist. The Trichi-
nopoli chains are in high vogue both with
Europeans and natives ; and there is.always
d profusion of very inferior ones ready. to
1empt the casual passenger.
L
The next morning we had a pleasant drive
to Palaveram, a military cantonment twelve
miles from Madras, where Lord (;ombermere
reviewed four regiments of native infantry.
The men are certainly inferior in personal
appearance to the Bengal seapoy, but they



Ch. VL] RE-EMBARKATION. 311

are well dressed, and are, individually, smarter
and more active soldi-efs than the latter. .On
our return from the Mount, we visited St.
Georcres church, built by’ Captam Colvin of
.the Engineers. It is a beautiful edlﬁce, and
the chunam of the columns in the interior is so
fine as to have all the polish of white marble.
At one entrance there is a very fine monument,
by Chantrey, of Dr. Anderson, a gentleman
to whoin Madras is indebted for hlany im-
provements: It.-was exhibited in Somerset
. House before it was sent out to its destination.

At 1 p.m. our party took leave of the Go-
vernor, and drove down to the busy wharf,
whére a mussoula boat attended us. An
hour’s knocking-about brought us alongside
the Pallas ; in another hour we were under
all sail, going nine knots ; and by the follow-
ing mid-day we had left Madras one hundred
and eighty three miles behind us.

After three or four prosperous days, the
wind gradually deserted us, and on the 21s¢
morning we were nearly becalmed. Croakers
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wdof whom ‘there are always a strong party on
board shiprimmédiately began to antidipate
thé usualifortnight’s calm' weather near the
equator ; ‘when'fortunatély .a ‘'suddén! Squall
¢time ‘off, “and completely changed @he“f;lce
of affifirs. ' The gallant ship; which for thie last
forty eight hours had been almost paralyzed;
as'siddeitly resumed her functions, and sprung
through' the 'hissing billows at the raté “of
nite andten knots all night, during ‘which
time we crossed the dreaded Line. The next
two daysthis auspicious breeze continued, only
abating 'at intervals, Towards the ‘close' of .
the' month; the westerly aird grew gradually
fainter, and we had very nearly relapsed into
a calm, when, on the 4th of February, in laJ
titude 17°, a light breeze from the south-east
sprung up,  and the barometer of our hopes 4
rose i1l proportion,

For the last week ¢all hands’ had been
impa'tiently looking out for the south-east
Trade wind, whiclt is usually fallen in with by’
homeward-bound ships, in latitude 11°or 127,
and board-d'-ship supérstition had attributed
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our- ill-luck:-to some Jonah -passenger. To
corrobarate, this theory, the bearer|of ;the
first jintelligence of the Trade.having set .in,
brought likewise, at. the same time; to Lhe

"ca.b}n uthey, report, of the death, of® Sergeant
Sawkins ,(Lord Combermpres orderly for
panylyears), whio had embarked in wretched
health, the effect, of drinking, and had been
gradually wasting away. It struck me that
these two events were connected in the minds
of the seamen !

o T R I .
+ Thenext day the little Pallas, under the
full influence of the south-east Trade, was
gliding along at.the rate of nine knots an
hour, and so smoothly, that she sgaréelyﬁ
appeared. to be in motion, . ,

» Early in the morning the body of poor
Sawkins, shrouded with a flag and weighted
with shot, was, inn the words of .tl{e.beautiful
.funeral service, *¢committed .to the- deep)
The ‘deceased is the fourth victim dragged by
the grim' king ,of terrors from among. Lord
Combermere’s suite since he landed in India.
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The other three were his aides-de-camp, Co-
1lonel Kelly, Captain Stapleton, and, Captain
Dougan. Had it been pre-revealed to ,us
that 8o large a portion of our small. party
were to:be stficken, how awful would l.l:a,ve
been the warning! - o
Feb. 17th, 1at.28° 10’, long. 45° 31'. This
day at twelve o’clock, v.ve were one hundred
and fifty-six miles direct south of Cape St.
Mary in the Isle of Madagascar, and one thou-
sand and thirty-five miles from Algoa Bay,
‘on the coast of Africa. The trade wind has
hitherto treated us as though its charter were
confined to the propulsion of commercial
ships, and H. M. S. Pallas consequently not
entitled to its assistance. 'This day, however,
it vouchsafed to arrive in real earnest to our
ald, and continued with us for a week, ad-

vancing us at the rate of two hundred miles a
day, '

23rd. At 5 p.m. the cry of “land ahead,’
from the look-out aloft, brought us all upon
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deck, in the hope of seeing ‘that which was
hot' made visible to us in our less exalted
situation until an hour later, when! we ‘were
Wlthln thirty miles of the shore.. The horizon
Waé hazy, but we nevertheless plalnly distin-
guished the line of lofty and bold mountains
backing up the Bay of Algoa—the point
‘which is usually made by ships returning
from India. At 10 p.a. the ship was only
eight or nine miles from the land; and large
fires, probably the burning of the forests on
the hills, were distinctly visible - to those on
board.

The following day we .added ‘two hundred
miles to our score, and at eight o’clock ».m.
sounded in fifty-five fathoms, distance from
shore thirty-four miles. ,

-

Feb. 25th. The south-east trade, having
fairly carried us into soundings, made its bow,
leaving behind it a dead calm, and so heavy
a swell, that the.poor Pallas elbowed the
waves at.every.roll with her studding-sail-
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bogms, and nearly thrashed threadballe a
whole suit of canvas. The mlddles were very
busy with, thejr fishing-lines, and were Preity
’ sulccessfu} A _yery good, cod of about fifteen

L T FH AT ITD )

o,ungls Was caught by droppm«r the deep-

0 1 DUOs

sea lead to the bottom fumlshed wuh' .h;??lﬂ
l

baited, Wl}h meat., It found its way to qthe,

Captain’s table, thq ﬁbhelman being tog, gla»d7
to barter his fish for a ﬁne sheep..

26th. At twelve o’clock, Cape Lagullas,
E.N. E, fiye miles; and Cape Hanglip, V-
W, six;y-tl_{ree miles—the, qz[llm_.'il.lld §\yg}},
still mocking our endeavours to approach
t'l'lose -bold and, beautiful mountains, under
whose_shadow a steam-vessel would place us
ina few hours. |An occasional ¢ cqt:s—p.aw’ and,
the set of the current preﬁented us, however,
from being utterly motionless; and Pallas grag
dually crept towards her destination, Duriﬂg
the day, a large whale several times ap.
proached the ship, disporting..its huge bu,lls,
in heavy ganbols round us. Thg yeather was
delightfully cool, although,ther¢ was not a
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single c]oud to modelate the' 1a y§ of "fhé{
stin./

‘”ﬁ&%"ﬁﬁaﬁeﬁicaﬂy different Wé‘ 'the &
é{ﬁﬁ'slt'ﬁng“ s ‘wider Wthh.LI’ passed ! & Capé’
ot ¢iod 'ﬁope m'Augus& 1825' My Joﬁl"h"i
st béasion, 'e expatlates, with all ths's
qilénté of'a first vd'y‘zihée‘,rupo'n'é. ferrific libi't'lil[
webter ; and, as I'glance down its sef-washed
pages, my eje ‘it arrested by thd follbwing
catch-words: ¢ violent hail storm; ¢ waves
Half-imast high ; “mainsail split into ribbons;’
qhaftei boat washed off the davits'y’* mant
ove;'boald " d fihé Tnar rainbow,’ &é

sl oy r oo B |

' Fiéb. 28ih. "Rotinided Cape Hanglip'at's a'ar.,
atid- eltered" False Bay with' a fine”stioflg/
Breéze from the south east. 'The 'twb ‘points
of Hanglip and Good Hope form the hdtns—
if'they may be so styled—of the bdy: and,
appbar t6' be distant asunder about ten
miles. They aré as bold, bluff, and bleak, as
the bxtréme salient angle of the continent of
Africa,'ei‘poés'edrand opposed to the uncehs-
ing attacks of the great'Southern Oceany has
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need to be. - On entering the bay, we skirted

swiftlir‘ along the western shore, within half
a mile of.its precipitous and rocky (il.iffs; and
at 8 a.m. Pallas dropped anchor off 'Simon’s
Town, in the little i)ay or inlet of' the same
name. The anchorage is completely land-
locked; and during the south-east trade,
which blows with little variation during the
whole summer, it is' more easily approached
than Table Bay—on the western side of the
Cape. The only ship that we found in the
harbour was the Maidstone frigate, Commo-
dore Schomberg, who commands on &¢his
station. _

The greatest drawback 4o Simon’s Bay is
its distance, twer_lty-three miles, from Cape
Town. Simon’s Town has nothing to recom-
mend ‘it in its appearance; though, from its
being generally seen after the tedium of a
long voyage, it is, perhaps, regarded by visiters
with more complacency than it intrinsically,,
merits. It is situated at the foot of a steep
crescent of rock and gravel hills, sparely
sprinkled with: stunted Dbrushwood.  The
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methodist chapel occuples the most command-
mo’ station in the town ; next to which will be-
remarked the Custom-house, the Commodore’s
residencé'»partially shaded by some dwarfish
trees, the hospital, and the Clergyman’s rus-
in-urbe retreat. The warehouses on the wharf
contain stores. for his Majesty’s ships to the
amount of fifty thousand pounds. There is
very good fishing in Simon’s Bay, particularly
in.the vicinity of the Roman Rocks—a cluster
of surf-washed crags two miles from shore—-
and in an inlet called Fishhook’s Bay, three
miles beyond: Simon’s Town.

We had not been five minutes at anchor,
ere the ship was surrounded by a swarm of
small boats, chiefly filled with Hottentots,
who. supplied us largely with grapes, figs,
and eggs; the former were unripe; the latter,
on the contrary, were ¢ rather too mellow for
me.’ \Vasllermen, too, in abundance, offered
their services, and the number of f buck-bas-
kets’ lowered into their boats bespoke a thriv-
ing business. The exorhitant charges of these

ministers to board-o’-ship comfort astonished
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those of vur parly who in Yndia had been
accustomed to exhaust a Whole wardrobe of
Jinen in a day, %t the trifling monthly cost of
seven or eight rupees.

‘| At'noon, the Captain, with some of his
oficers and his passengers, went on shore,
where we were hospitably greeted by the
worthy Commodore, who entertained us with a
capital dinnet (which, from its variety of Cape
rarities, was as good as a museum to us
strangers), and ;Ffi‘gh his merrily-expended
fund of high spirits and dry humour. What
liavoc did we commit upon his vast mounds
of delicious fruit! No one, who has not been
six weeks at sea, can imidgine the rapture of
& first meeting with a fine, fresh, luscious
bunch of grapes. My young friends in the
'midshipmen’s berth can well appreciate the
luxury; for it did my heart good to see one
of these merry middies—whose bill of faré for
s0 long a period had been * junk,” and nothing
else but junk—sitting, like a little Bacchus,
across a cask, and stripping a bunch of
¢ honey-pods” nearly co-bulky with himself,
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The.largest house in Simon’s Town, and,
indeed, the greater part of the, town itself,
belongs to an Englishman of tife name of.
Osbond, aho, however, is more generally
known by the dignified title of ¢ King John.’
He was carpenter on board the sixty-gun éhip
Sceptre, which was wrecked off this coast
some years ago. Like Juan, he escaped the
sea, and like Juan he found a Haidee. Being
well-favoured and sharp-witted, he won the
heart and the hand of a wealthy Dutch widow,
whose dollars he afterwa;ds, in some bold
but successful speculations, turned to good
account. He is said to have laid out ten’
thousand pounds on these—to évery one but
himself—jnhospita littora. King John is much
resppcted. ‘

March 1st. Captain Fitz-Clarence having
signified his intention of femaining a week at
the Cape, Lord Combermere, with one of his
party, started this morning for the country
cottage of the Governor, Sir Lowry Cole;

whilst the remaining four projected a trip to’
Vor 1L, Y
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Cape Town. »In pursiance of our plan, we
_hirfid a barouche and six, and a light waggon
" for our bagB®age, and by noon we were fairly

off. The carriage was of English Jbuild, and

the six horses were driven in hand.by, the

allied powers of an English coachman and a

Hottentot assistant; the former managing the

rein departrilent, -whilst the province of the

latter consisted. in wielding a terrific scourge
ofi bamboo and thong, which- reached with
ease the leading horses. Our _coz{cheefs lash;
howeyer, sunk into insignificance, when we-
saw the whips used in Cape Town to drive
"teams of eighteen or-twenty exen. We soon
found that our carriage, lightly freighted as it
was, could not have gone a mile with less
than six horses; and even with them we were
compelled to alight several times, at points
where the.road, crossing the heads of little
bays, was axle deep in sand. At oné pass the-
horses struggled so yviolently, that the leadess
lost their balance, and both rolled over the
side of the road. 'We kicked open the door,
and were out of the vehicle in a moment, and
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the frightened animals fortunately lay per-
fectly quiet until we had divested .them of
'their harness. Had théy confinued their
struggles, “they must have drawn the whole
equipage 'over the rocky precipice into the
boiling surf below. We soon repaired da-
mages, and proceeded, meeting Wlth no fur-
ther mishaps.

On the sides of the road I remarked the
most luxuriant geraniums growing up in com-
pany with the rankest weeds. The hills in
the néighbourhood abound 'in a great and
curious variety of bulb plants, of which pretty
large collections. are yearly shipped off to
England. At Fish-Hooks Bay, where there
are the ruins of an unsuccessful whale fishery,
the shore is sirewed with the gaunt skeletons
of several.of these giants of the deep: the
gardens and enclosures round the cottages of
‘the hamlet are fenced in with the smaller
bones; and the beams and upriOhts——I may

.nof call them timbers—of. the habltatloné

themselves are for .thesmost part formed of
Y2
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theuivastiribsomwhich afford ,a,most durable
material.
DoAfter: thid frst] six,miles,[the roadideserts
thé seashoras; andyleads over ajsandy;plain;
whighs with very few slight elevationg axtends
fiom the head of False  Bay'to that,of Table
Bay. - iLhe lowness and sandiness of this val;
leysiand the, abruptness of-the; mountains of
the Gape, and Hottentot Holland. on eithex
side of it, give probability to the theory whicly
attempts,to prove that the two harbours werg
once, gonnected by, the sea-—thus making the
Cape. an island.

We stopped,can hour taybit, atithe half;
-wayrhouse, a well-situated, hotel] kept by ' Mr.
Gearge,the host ofthe ¢ first;) inn,at Cape
Town.t From. the road mear Ahis, are  digt
tinctly discernible the two famous wing farms
of (Constantia, reclining in the sunpy, yet shel;
tefed lap, of . the great Table Mountain which
towers in dark and awful majesty behind them,
Its flat summit was entirely shrouded. by the
¢ Devil’s table-cloth,’ (which,,in,) spite of  the
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high'wWind;vhung Yorpid end motibriléss indts
appointed place. : Asitaism
21Nt fh frofis] the: Halfway-Hous&iy sitfiated
this:pretty village of Wynbergs and;{womiles
beyotl ity embowered iil rich: groves, iy shugly
sddted Protea, the ‘Governbr's feouhtry) fesil
déncel)! As ~welapproacli~Cape' Toln,. ‘the
tountry graduallyl assumes i move Usimilibg.
aspéct ;' and asl the travellet! drivesobetween
luxdriant hedges of well:grown-oaks-and firs:
afid'glances downl the long uhbrageouy ve-
nuks- leddifig-to' the villad of the more wedlthy
Dutch burghers, he almost forgelsi theéiid
sdnds ahid bleak rocks of Simon’s Bajr. ©

T irning sHatpl round thé' east shoulderiof
Table Motntaitr; in’ the facelofila wind which
Képt 4p a eotiniual volley of gravel (fof it
1§ 10 hanfe for its coarse’pranulativij, Wwé
datiie "§uddenly “upon Table Bay -and:Chpe
Towh.' *The anchorage was adorned iith né
1¢ss than sikteen'largé ‘vessels: in the Centre
. ‘of the' bay W& Plainly descriéd thé low Robbih
Tdland, +which!'seéins to det as-a'bfeak.vﬁafer;
and in the right distance was pointed out to
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us the Blue Berg Hill, near whicl our troops, '
under Sir D. Baird, landed at the conquest of
the Cape iff1806.

The town is most picturesquely, but most sti-
flinglysituated under the ¢urving flanks of the
Table- Mountain and Lion’s Hill: the hoses
are of dazzling whiteness § and the church

" spires, windmills,' and turnpikes carried me
in imagination to England. I paid the toll
this day with real pleasure, for it was the first
that I had paid for five years ! After passing
the castle (a wretched mud fort), the. great
barracks, and a well-shaded .promenacie, in
which -are situated the public reading-rooms
and library, we entered the Heerren Graght
{Gentleman’s Walk), a fine wide street, with a
‘deep water-course and a double row of tall
and thick fir-tiees in the centre. Turning
up thig boulevard of Cape Town, our ba-
rouche and six rattled up to George's inn,
which proved to be quite full; and its thriving
host gave us the unwelcome intelligence that
the numerous boarding and lodging-houses—
kept chiefly by Dutch families—were nearly
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all oceupied by the unusual influxi.ofi chance.
visitors. The Lady Holland, mérchantman,
had been wrecked a few days betore) near the
bayl and the passengers, whowere all saved,
‘were quartertd on the fown. "o
Weé were, however, ! afteri some ' debate,
directed to a pension kept by.a Dutch gentle-
man (whose name by six weeks’ application
I might, perhaps, have learned to pronounce),
in one of the three great streets parallel to
the Heerren Graght. Two of our quartette
remained below to covenant with Mynheer,
_whilst the third and myself were conducted
by an ancient frau to inspect the apartments.
In our progress she led us calmly through a
chamber, in which there sat a very,icomely
damsel, attired in a white robe de chambre,
her long dark hair unknotted, and abandoned
to the tender mercies and the scissors of an
Afropos-like barbress. I had half a mind to
beg a lock—but the weird coiffeuse looked
daggers, and the maiden looked distressed.
The apartments were dark as the damsel’s
‘chevelure : they were also dirty and dismal ;
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4Ra Mynwheet 2éotiditioning rthat “we 1should
cdireél alt his'farnify hour of 2 o’clocky and kedp
this-'hotideoi® hours; we- failed:in! comirigtito
Itemiiglcalthodgh' ' T remarked; atld pointed ot
j~to ‘vur clargéld affaires, the'staperidousichalk-
stonssoih jourt Dutehman’s knutckles) which
~§ppoker voluiiiés! it favour iof his)cheer.; and
ralthough’ his prétty black:eyed: daughter pa-
raded her Syretl.charms on the:aitique bakus-
trided steps in front of the door. X
After isotiie further search, swhich 'we pto-
’l'o'ng'édl rather /more than:was strictly neces-
‘sary; Wwefindlly engaged apartments; tolerably
airy, with well-polishéd 'parquets,- and ras
~'cléaii' ds “Whité dimity -could make them, in
hilie i hotise 'of! & widowed mlllmer—-the Frau
‘Ost by’ name—and we boardcd at the inn.
Our “landlady+hnd her assistant sempstresses
spoke 'English pretty fluently-——one of :ithem,
4 slender:' melancholy, Spanish-looking'1girl,
who 'seldom madé her appearance in the
shop, wis exceedingly beautiful-—a sort of
creature! thit one makes'out & 'story . for at
first sight.
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i1 Being fresh landed from asix weeks’ voyage,
«during which I, had seen nothing|less delicate
cthanithe, bronzed .cheek—Baccki, plenug!—of
Jthehtaniat thewheel, I, somewhat] distrusted
-thigdacumen)-of .my, taste -for) beauty, -and I
imalde due.allowance, for the same; be it as it
‘may, wewere.all - much struck by, the uncom-

mon rcomeliness of ,.the, Dutch.  women in
general. Theré| was. scarcely a.window, that
had not its. pretty face—but it .is,said that
theirbeauty is pot lasting’; premature old age
.and.wrinkles soon destroying the .charms of
atface whose:perfections are'fnqre those of
- complexmn ithan rof feature.

" In.the afternoon we-repaired, to,the pro-
,menadeswwil‘he weather was heavenly; and
ithe Heerren Graght was thronged with gay
crowds.. -Passing up ity shady street, we
ientered -the Company’s garden, through the
icentre of which in continuation of the,‘ gentle-
-hen’s walk,” runs a gravelled ,promenade a

mile-in, length,and delightfully shaded with
0aks, meeting overhead. Within the extent
of the walls are the Government House, and
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a fine ‘menagerie of lions and tigers : but thle
largest lion perhaps ever seen’ belongs fo
Monsieur Villett, a vender of natural curiosi-
ties. T went to.see it at hise country-house
at Green Point,’ a' short distance out of tows,
'where he has several curious animals. .| ;1)

- " 'The variety of nations, and the numerois
shades of complexion' among the people ‘in
the streets of Cape Town, are very striking
toastranger. First may be remarked the sub-
stantial Dutchman, with his'pretty, smiling,
round-faced, and particularly well-dréssed
‘daughter: then the knot of < Qut hi’s,” 'sent
to the Cape, per doctor’s certificate, to hus-
‘band their threadbare constitutions; and lavish
their rupees: next the obseqlii(:u?_smirking
money-making China-man, with his pokirg
shoulders, and whip-like pig-tail: then the
stout squat Hottentots — who resemble the
Dutch i but one characteristic l~—and half
castes of every intermediate tint between
black and white. These are well relieved and
.contrasted ‘by the tall warlike figures and
splendid costume of His Majesty’s 72d High-
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landers, who, with the 98th Regimeént,. form
‘Ihe garrison of Cape Town.

5 JMarch 2d. « Having engaged from Mr,
Stone’s livéry-stable's- a very smart z}pd ser-
viceable hackK, I rode this morning round the
Lion’s Hill, so called from its rude resem-
blance to the couchant form of the brute
king. It is a spur, running out at, right
angles from the Tabie, and abutting upon the
sea. A semaphoric post, on that part of the
hill styled the Lion’s Rump, commands a
very .ex\tensive prospect. 'The road is not
accessible to carriages, but it affords a de-
lightful ride for the inhabitants of the town.
That pm;tion- of it which skirts round .thé
bluff promontory of rock overhanging the sea,
reminded ime a good deal of some points in
the mail-road between  Conway and Bangor;,
in Carnarvonshire. The view from’ the lofty
Kloof, or Pass, separating the Lion’s Head
and Table Mountain, is beautiful in the ex-
treme, and the more-so from the suddenness
with which the traveller comes upon it, Be-
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l6W usyabout! two miles distant, lay the town)
withritdIWhitébuildings, - parallel streets, aid
Perdalit’prbmenddes! sprehd -out! like s i
béyond, the thivonged harbouirlasd thestinhiy
bayispangled wtith distant shilsi2ondrof whiel]
birthe-bye] proved to] be '‘the Mineivi} CHs
pany’s ship; which-sailed two-days aftér tHé
Pallas, : from' Calcutta; atid hd thus -kept
pace’ with hér'frigate hamesake. | The' gracé!
ful crescent of:'the' bay is ‘closéd by the low
outline of thé Blue Berg Hill, and the éxtrérid
distance! of the: picture is'filled Wp'by the
lofty mountains of Hottentot Halland. - 1}

The Horse of the Capé ‘of Good Hople #ré
in general véry-good, all.the'bétter Bred vites
having! English bléod in them. } T'have seen
a Cape horse, with sixteen stone 5?1' his back,
leading the field with the Calcutta hounds;
and, returning from my ride’ to-day,’ T bvey!
took a brick-waggon, drawn by a- team'of foulr
bays, which woifld not have shamed-the car?
riage of Lord Sefton himself.! The driver told
me that the wheéleps,, which were, skittish;and
much above their'work'cost one‘théusand rix:
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d,@llal 5%}, on,[seventysfive;, panndseach,n Tha

price, of hacks iper;day- isifive rixadollalsd oy
squn sh,lll;nfrs. ,and,_ s1xpencemmﬂoa}',d1 fng
1891 ging, inf; ;agDutch, famlly,umdwd,mpncape.’
Wisiesy ‘onlyi sixrdollars, a, days L-Eroxjsiong
apd fruit are very, cheap,: but; the inng=—therg
arg pnly twoi—are exorbitant,n M;ﬂ landlady
brqught, every, morning; +for -twopente, more
than, engngh grapes for her four/lodgers :. the
honey:pod and 'crystal jare’,the best for the
table. .. Grapes, horses, women, and whips are
the quectgs best, meriting, admiration, at,- the
Cape; but for, the-wine I cannot say so much.
The. common,Gape wine,is bad Madeira s the
Pontae,,bad Ports but the Frontignac and
Congtantiajare,rich and luscious sweet-wines;

 -March 3rd, In the morning I rode out in
the /direction of the Table Mountain, and was
surprised to find. how much more there is of
sloping space between ijts, scafp,ed and frown+
ing,flanks .and the town, than appeared at

"#Thd §¥-ddliar i9 # nominal coin, ‘“’orﬂl\-here onéd shillink
and sixpence ;, the Spanish dollar is worth thrée of the above,
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first sight: * 1 soon found myself in an, exten-
sive ‘suburb, chiefly formed of pletty villas;
well sheltered. and skreened from the"?road
but commandmg. extensive prospects*,tor the
seaward. Some of.these secluded dwellings
nearest to the mountain reminded me of those
full-dress cottages under Abraham’ s Height
at Matlock—but Abraham’s Height i is but a
mole-hill compared with the Table. The road
was thronged with busy washerwomen, black
and white, who had been far up the hill to
pound the linen of their employers in the little
runhels which ooze but scantily from the sides
of the mountain ; and the Hottentot individuals
of the party presented, I think, the most awful
specimens of Womankind that I ever, in my
rambles, had the misfortune to encounter.

In the afternoon we eéxamined the collections
of stuffed animals by Messrs. Villet and Verrou
~—the latter of whom is peculiarly happy in
giving the natur‘al character and expression to
his. birds and beﬂsts I diried with the 72nd
Highlanders, who live in very good style ; and
the. officers did not speak so well of Cape
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3
Town' as a quarter, as L had éxpected, 5. It

app'ea’rs" that the Dutch and English'do not
‘mix,tuch dn society—the former certainly:
e'njoyfthjein own,_if I might judge by the
sounds'of revelry by night,” which I heard
inx .some of the.larger houses as I passed
through the streets.

March. 4th.  Advertisement in the Cape
paper.—*‘ To be let—A slave boy of able body
and good disposition, equal to any common
household work.” A .few days ago, as I, was
informed, 1a beautiful girl was put up and
sold by auction, for one thousand rix-dollars
an emigrant to the Swan River being her pur-
chaser. ‘With this vile slave system in full
force, it is hot. surprising that Cape Town is
by no means famous for rigidity of morals.

The next morning one of our party received

a polite note from Mynheer Colyn of Little
®

Constantia, expressing his drappiness to see
« I

us at his wine-farm, on eur road to Simon’s
Town to-morrow. This being 'my last day at



336 RIDE g0 SIMON’S TOWN. *  [Ch.VL

Cape Town, I determined to leave it with the
fairest impressions : I therefore went in the
afternoon to pay a visit to the much-lauded
beauty'of the Cape, Helen Bestanmg She
is the daughter of the hostess of a fashionable
boarding-house, and is, in truth, surprisingly
handsome.qt Though only fifteen, she has
already, says report, doomed many English
and Dutch swains to wear the willow. *
’

March 6th. Having paid our bills, through
all the perplexing intricacies of rix and Spa-
pish dollars, schellins and shillings, and,
taken a warm farewell of the good widow and
her f)retty aides-de-camp—or rather ¢ de bou-
tique’—we mounted our hacks to_ ride to.
Simon’s Town. An eight-horse waggon,
driven in hand, trotted away with our bag-
gage, and beat us $ni

The dexterity of the Hottentot drivers is
admirable. It is wonderful to see how well
they keep eig .,t.in hand together, as ‘they
rattle through t%l'e narrow and crowded streets
at a long trot. - v
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Caiitering merrily -along, we' reached thé
+halfway-house—nine mile§ and a half——m
an hour, and breakfasted there ‘with two gen-
tlemen’ of the Honourable Company’s” Civil
Sérvice, or Hindoos, as they are here’ styled.
Having refreshed ourselves and horses, we
made for Constantla, which téok us about s1x'
miles out of our road; but ‘the ‘fame of l’cs'~
wines and its vignes, and fhe clv1hty of 1ts
master, are sufficient mducements to visitors.
After riding by ill-defined paths across a com-
mon thickly covered with low heatﬁér and
jungle, we passed the gate of Groot Con-
“tantia,’ the prope1 ty of Mynheer Clooty, and
descendmg a rustic lane, like those of Surrey,‘
and diving under a dark and beautlfuf arcade
of oaks, we came suddenly upon the goodly
mansion of Mr. Colyn. He| received us most
urbanely, and introduced us to his mother,
sister, ‘and wife ; the last of whom bears in
her comely countenance as mueh of the pur-
purea juventas as her own.bloom-grapes.
Mr. rConn then conducted us oto*his vine-

yards, which are situated on gently-undulat-
Vor. I, ) z
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ing,ground, -exposed to the south, and pro-
tected by the mountain from the north and.
west winds; They are also surrounded by a
leafy "Skreen of fine tall oaks, bearing the
largest acorns I ever saw. We tasted his,
several kinds of grape, the Muscadell, Fron-
tignac, red and white Constantia, &c.,—the
latter I thought the best flavoured. 1 was
surprised at the extreme lowness of the plants,
few of them being higher than two feet, though
some of them had been in the ground one
hundred, years. This peculiarity of the Cape
vine is, however, very advantageous, for the
fruit hangs so near the ground, that the rer
flection of the sun from the white earth is
nearly as powerful as its rays from above,
For sweet wines the grapes are allowed ta
remain on the tree until they become half
raisins. It is quite true that the Constantig
grape will not attain perfection when planted |
even . fwenty pz‘xces on either side of its own
exclusive vineyard ;—the common C_apé grape
is therefore introduced in preference., A |
pointer dog that accompanied us devou;ed'
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several ‘large bunches with great apparent,
zest. .

After roaming for half an hour through the
sunny vines, we went to see the vats in s’tm:e.
—a most formidable array l—and tasted the
Frontignac and the two Constantias; they:
are all expensive, the former especially. Our
visit concluded with a capital luncheon—I
must forget the Indian ‘ tiffin’—and in return
for all’ his civility, Mr, Colyn only requested
us to record our names in a book which he
keeps for that purpose, and which contains a
rare variety of autogra‘phs. He afterwards
- Sent a vast quantity of beautiful grapes to one
of our party on board the Pallas, who, in
return, despatched to the fair vigneronne a
present of fine Dacca muslins.

‘At two o’clock we again mounted our horses,
and h:iving received precise injunctions from
Mr. C. not to leave the high road, on account
of the dangerous quicksands, we bade adieu
to the blooming Constantia, and resumed our
journey towards the bleak and drcary Simon’s

Bay.' I know not whether the sipping of so.
Z 2
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Bﬁ‘ihy Wihdé undet 4 'hot-Sun had obfuscited:
-84 ¥isi6i8) 4Rd ‘¢onfused oui notions of 1ight
‘and ’léfﬁ‘loi’ rﬂrht' and ‘wrong—but certainifis,
Jt"h.éltc”wé’sfélrted off'at's most: “larking’phde ;
96 16kt bur tay, dhd suddenly found otir-
selves flourtdérinig in 4 bolg:! My horse, #lilth
was leading, refused to advance; but they
Weteall soon forted fhrough the quag by
some Hotfehtot slaves whom we called 'to our
aid. 'Thése fellows'jumped into the saddles,
and, ld{ighi'ﬁg ‘and flogging, crammed ‘them
fearletsly *at ‘the black ‘and deep-morass;
whilst! we' walked' acrossi'on -a narrow arti-
ficial ridgé—a performance "which fully'satis-
fied 18 as t&'the'éta'b‘ilitﬂr of our braing! «
Doilg figr Miding about  three miles farther,

deross 4 lcdunt.ry dangerously undermined
by « large and beautiful specleé of inole, we
gained the turnplke road, and reached Simon’s
Town at'5 p.M. Lord Combermere, hccom-
pamed by Sir L. Cole, atrived sodn after; the
whole! party dined with the gallant Commo-
dore;'and 1até in the evening, we were, ggai
assembled in the'cabin of the Pallas, having

;
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. passed, six|yery, pleasant days,at,} Pvc?'l?ﬁ
1For- myself,, I never was, mox;enagl‘f;ﬁﬁtbb’ §95-
© prised,in any place; the climatg ig,heayenlys
. angplthongh this s, the summer; ool none
-of our (party erl, t,the yworse. fox_‘ ) l}a}cfkl;g ,mdﬁ
thirty miles in the heat of the dayy, \h - o

.| March 7th. 11 a.m., Weigllled and made gail,
beating out of False Bay against a light squth-
west, . breeze., At sunset, Pallas rounded the
irugged point,of Good Hope, and  turped; her
head towards St, Helena; seventeen hundred
iniles - from the Cape, a distance. usually per-
formed in from ten. to tbm;tegln daysy |, |
e As we looked back, through, the obscurity
of the night, towards the land that we had
|just quitted, our eyes were a.l'rested by a most
brilliant and curious spectacle—a long and
tortuous, train of flame, ca‘use't,:l;,by an acei-
dental conflagration of the jungle, wound up
the back of the Table Mountain, which being
invisible through the gloom,.the blazmg line
.bore all theappearance of a vast ﬁery serpent,
rearmg itself out of the dark Oceans Voo
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. On the third day we overtook, and’ admi-
nistered _the go-dy to the Minerva, which had-
nggl}ﬁd and madé sail from Table Bay about
the same time that Pallas quitted Simon’s
Bay.

" March 20th. At mid-davy, St. Helena was
visibte from the déck, distant forty-two miles,
‘and we were drawing near to it with a fine
south-east breeze, at the raté.of eight knots
an hour. When I first caught sight of it, it
appeared like a single filmy cloud lingering
on the edge of the horizon, whose wide ex:
panse was clear of vapours, yet hazy from
excessive heat. In-a' few hours, however, it.
assumed a darker and more solid form, and
ere sunset we were near enough to scan its
rugged features.

- Nothing can be more repulsive than the ap-
pearance of St. Helena from the sea: many
hundred miles from any continent, it 190ks as
though it had been divorced from the mass of
the habitable world. It starts abruptly out of
the deep, in a confused heap . of barc and



2y 2 g,
Ch. VL] - JAMES’S BAY. T or" < 348

w
craggy rocks, of which the southern side: is;
perhaps, the most savage and desolate !part,.

It is impossible for the most apathetlc to apmn
proach the prison and tomb of the- most - wong,
derful man Europe ever produced, and the
most powerful enemy England ever had, with:
out feelings of the highest interest. As I
gazed on the black and sea-worn flanks of this ,
bastile of Nature, I imagined.to myself the,
chilly horror with which the Imperial captive
must have contemplated, from the deck of the
Northumberland, his destined abode.. Pre-
cipitously scarped all round, it looks as though
it-had been formed expressly to be the iron
.cage of some gigantic Bajazet.

As we sailed round the bluff, round-headed
point, called from its structure ¢the Barn,’
we gradually neared’ the shore;,and just as
the shades of evening were closing, around
us, we ran close under a battery, situated on
a lofty salient angle of rock, and styled with
true English vulgarity and ineptitude of no-
menclature, ‘Buttermilk Point.”

A hoarse voice from the battory‘halled us
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as'weipassed; démanded the ship’s name, and
gave the necessary permission to ‘anchor. in
James’s Bay'after sunset. From this point
we-c8uld distinctly see the forest .of masts.in
the harboul, and the lights in James’s Town
and'inthe surrounding batteries ; and, strongly
relieved against the yet ruddy evening’sky,
we descried two lai'ge ships quitting the roads.
'. oAt half-past_seven,- Pallas shortened sail,
‘and dropped anchor about half a mile from
shore, in twenty fathoms. Within a few
hundred: yards of us lay the Sybéle frigate,
carrying the broad pennant of Commodore
Collyer. This ship was in quarantine, hav-
_ ing just returned from that very efficient drain
on England’s excessive population, Fernando
Po; where the work of saving black men,
at the price, of killing trhites, is going on as
merrily as ever. |

Muarch 21st. Rose early to have a view of
James’s Town and Bay., The former is snugly
niched in a narrow ravine between two tower-
ing cliffs, and consists of .one .long street
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running up towards the centre of theisland.
Strong batteries, with a ditch and drawbridge,
are.drawn across the defile from cliff to cliff;

. and. the summits and flanks of, the rocks, on

_er_thé'r..haud, are strengthened with ,numerous
posts bristling with heavy guns. -Ladder:Hill,
eight_hundred feet high, on the right of,the
town, is the most considerable battery; and
the Governor has lately improved its ,c_ogl-,'
amunication with the arsenal by means of
a . direct flight of steps from the summit to
the base, flanked by two rail-roads, up which
any quantity of stores or ammunition may be
raised in a few:minutes by a windlass.

At 9 a.m. Lord Combermere and his party
landed. The Governor, Brigadier-General
Dallas, received him on the pier, and we were
all quickly furnished with horses .to carry us
to Plantation House, distant three miles and a
half from James Town. A salute rattled from
the batteries ; the little garrison drawn up in
line presented arms; an excellent band pealed
forth the national anthem, and I could hardly
believe thdt we were on a little Harren rock in
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the midst of the Atlantic,; and so far removed
from the civilized parts of the world:

On clearing the town, we climbed: by a
steep,- zigzag, but wide and safe road, up to
the post of Ladder Hill, the Governor's car-
riage and. four following us. From the bat-
tery at this point a heavy shot, takin;g effect
,ona ‘ship in the bay, would make its entry
tle,rough the upper deck, and its exit through
the bottom of the vessel. Leaving Ladder
Hill, we passed the artillery barracks, and
soon after came upon-a most sterile slope,
cut up into ravines, and thinly inoculated
with the caetus plant. This desert, I was
surprised to hear, is the preserve—the par-
tridges breeding there in preference to the
most woody ‘parts of the island. Pheasants
and rabbits are also found there.

Passing upwards over the crest of the hill,
we had a pleasant canter through about a
quarter of a mile of fir plantation, and came
suddenly upon Plantation House, the Gover-
nor’s residence. Here Nature is decked out
in her holiday attire; the mansion, a good
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square English-looking building, is delight-
fully situated in the gorge of a. wide ravine,
surrounded on three sides by woods, and with
a verdant lawn in front. Beyond this, the
eye ranges uninterruptedly down to the sea:’
From the drawing-room windows, a ship, a
mile out at sea, is seen through the wire
fence at the end of the lawn. Pleasant
shady walks are cut through the woody
arms of the ravine which inclose the view'
.on_ecither side. Here the oak and bamboo,
fir and plantain, natives of such widely
distant climes, mingle branches ; and the
myrtle aspires to the dignity of a timber tree.
Geranium is a weed. Peaches and grapes,
the fig and the loquot, the pear, potato, and
brinjal, all flourish together in the gardens,
The house is roomy and cheerful, and a neat
chapel is situated three hundred yards farther
up the hill, in the rear. From the unpro-
mising appearance of the exterior of the isle,
no visiter would be led to expect so pretty a
domain, and so comfortable a residence as

Plantation presents, The Goveraor's family
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" consists of his lady.and, three, fair daughters
—the Mirandas of this sainted isle: ;Wi,th;.a
military secretary, and an aide-de-camp; both
island-born,or ¢ Yam-stocks,” as,the natives
are technically styled., CEENTRNRTRUTTR Y
| We- were received - most, kindly by-the! fa-
aily, .and_hospitably and’ pleasantly |enter-
tained during,‘tl.lr‘ee days. 'The number of
W.isiters of .every nation, whether in, the pur-
suit of business or of pleasure, who cross the
threshold of the Governor’s [ever-open, -door
is immense. Nine vessels were .telegraphed
this morning early, ahd, fo:xr more soon, after-
wards. oy !
Hallowed. as thie. isle is.in their-eyes, as
being the resting place of the:rémains ‘of
their demi-god, the French are maturally.ithe
most numerous visiters. One of this nation, -
a very clever fellow, sat next-to me at dinner
to-day, and I had much interesting converse
avith him regarding Napoleon. He said ‘he
had come from the Mauritius expféssly 1o
make a ¢ ptlerinage au tombeau:du plus
grand desghommes,” and moralized on: the
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b
déehiésince ‘of: huiiian gréat'ne'ss, With tears tin
hid éyes.” -
Dod pgq re . ' <ol

-V (MiiFch 92nd.  After breakfast, a fine'shower
of rain having cleared the atmosphere,'a party

L]

of teil!started on an equestrian ramble round
thd'island. Passing through'the gateway at
'‘the back of Government House, we came'di-
rectly upon a series of vérdant and- beautifyl
vallies; ‘which " crossing each- other' in every
direction, occupy the concave centre of ‘the
islé, and -deem to 'emanate from the great
mountain of -Diana’s Peak.

The roads are very good, though the rider
is too constantly interrupted by the multitudes
of gates, (not turnpikes, for the roads are
kept up by taxes on horses, dogs;.guiis, &d.)
which, when they occur in a narrow path, with
a fathomless precipice on one or both hands,
are stroublesome obstructions. In our case
they were rendered still worse by the number
and insubordinate conduct of our horses.

‘We soon. rehched the top of a steep ridge,
from whence we cnjoyed a 1host ,bedutiful
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. prospéct of what may be called the southern
division of the island. For.a mile in our
front lay a foreground of the richest green—
forests of firs, knolls covered with gorse in
full blossom, with here and there cottages or
more considerable houses peeping from the
midst of groves, or perched on the very brow
of the abrupt but verdant hills. Among these,
the mansion of Sir William Doveton is the most
prominent, and most picturesque in situation.
The owner is an old resident of the island, .
and was knighted by the king, as the bearer
of some loyal address from the islanders. He
is a very fine old man, in the full possession
of all his faculties: at the age of seventy-
eight, and is .in himself an eloquent’ proof of
the goodness of that climate which was so
much ¥Yituperated by Napoleon and his fol-
lowers. On this point the dissatisfaction of
the great prisoner seems decidedly unfounded
—the thermometer ranges at a mean between
58° and 78° scldom higher or lower— the
“ Yam-stocks’ are usually stout and florid in
appearance j and certainly, during this day,
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(and we were out from 10 till 5 o’clock) it
was impossible to say that it was either dis-
agreeably hot or cold. The very few deaths
in, the Emperor’s family, during the five years
of his residence, afford fair presumption of
the healthiness of the ‘climate; for of fifty
persons, I believe only one died, and he was
a consumptive subject. But to resume our
sketch.—

Immediately beyond the abave-described
vivid and luxuriant foreground, the eye of
the spectator loses itself amongst a chaos of
I;a_rched, cragged, and precipitous ravines,
which, unadorned by a single blade of vege-
tation, run down towards Sandy Bay, one of
the very few accessible points of the isle.
The bare and forked peaks of the southern
extremity of the island close the landscape
but beyond them, on a clear day, twenty
leagucs of the blue ocean are visible,

Continuing our ride, we soonp reached
Diana’s Peak, the loftiest pinnacle of St.
Helena, about two thousand seven hundred

feet above the sca, or co-equal with the Che-
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LY
viot mountains in Scotland. It is thickly
clothed with shrubs up to the extremest sum-
mit, and the road is hedged in with the
cabbage-tree, the gum-tree, and the most
luxuriant blackberries.. This path, which is
certainly very narrow, was cut expressly for,
and dedicated exclusively to Buonaparte ;.
and he, always .ready with objections, com-
plained that it was formed for the express
purpose of breaking his neck. Each lofty
point has its signal-post; so that the prison- ‘
er’s every movement was overlooked, a méa- J
sure which must have been galling enough, '’
Dbut no less necessary. Even now, so vigilant
are the watchmen, that they seldom fail to
discover vessels at twenty leagues’ distance.
They have orders to fire a warning-gun, if
three 'ships are seen approaching, as if in-
company. Captain D. told me that one of
these look-out posts telescoped and tele-
graphed him to Government House as poach-
ing in the preserve, when' he thought himsclf
quite secure from observation.

We soon cume in sight of the level plateau
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of the L_ongw?)od “estate, the residence of
the late emperor, and six miles from Planta-
tion House. Here the country gradually
assumes a more desolate and a wilder look ;
and the English visitor arrives at the unfor-
tunate and unwelcome conclusion, that the
best part of the island was not given to the
illustrious captive. One cannot avoid agree-
ing with Sir W. Scott, that Plantation House
should -have been accorded to him, in spité
of the deterring reasons of its vicinity to the

?.se‘a, and its sequestered situation. Long-
wood, however, has Dbetter roads, more space
for riding or driving, and in summer must
have been much cooler than the less shel-
tered parts of the isle. .

As we turned through the lodges the old
house appeared at the end of an avenue of
scrlfbby and weather-worn trees It bears
the exterior of a respectable farm-house, but
is now fast running to decay. On entering
a dirty court-yard, and quitting our horées,‘
we were shown by some idlers into a square .

building, which once contained the bed-room,
“Jou, II, ’ 2A
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¢

Sitting-room, and bath of thé Empereur des
F;an(;ois. The partitions and floorings are
now thrown down, and torn up, and the
apartments occupied for six years by the hero
before whom kings, emperors, and popes had
quailed, are now tenanted by cart-horses !
Passing on with a groan, I entered a small
chamber, with two windows looking towards
the north. Between these windows are the
marks of a fixed sofa: on that couch Na-
poleon died. The apartmént is now occupied
by a threshing-machine; ¢ No bad emblem
of its former tenant!’ said a sacrilegious wag.
"Hence we were conducted onwards to a large
room, which formerly contained a billiard-
table, and whose front looks out upon a little
latticed veranda, where the imperial peripa-
tetic—I cannot style him philosopher —
enjoyed the luxury,of six paces to and fro,—
his favourite promenade. The white-washed
walls are scored with names of every nation;
and the paper of the ceiling has been torn off
in strips, as holy relics. Many couplets,
chiefly Fren::h, extolling and lamenting the
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" departed ﬁero, adorn or disfigure (according )
to their qualities) the plaster walls. The
only lines that I can recall to mind—few are
worth it—are the following, written over the
door, and signed ¢*** *** Officier de la
Garde Impériale.’
¢ Du grand Napoléon le nom toujours cité
Ira de bouche en bouche i la postérité!”

The writer doubtless possessed more spirit.as
a sabreur, than as a poet.

The emperor’s once well-kept garden,

" ¢ And s.till where many a garden-flower grows wild,’

is now overgrown and choked with weeds. At
the end of a walk still exists a small mound,
on which it is said the hero of Lodi, Marengo,
and Austerlitz, amused himself by erecting a
mock battery. The little chunamed tank, in
which he fed some fresh-water fish, is quite
dried up ; and the mud wall, through a hole
in which he: reconnoitred passers-by, is, like
the great owner, ;eturned to earth!

‘It is difficult now to judge of what Long-
wood was when in repair; but I cannot think

that it could, in its dest days, have been
*2A2
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worthy of the illustrious occupant, even in his
worst. A little lower down the hill, and much
‘better situated than the old house, stands
the new one, which was not finished when
Napoleon died.

The erection of this commodious and hand-
some building shows a willingness to accom-
modate Bonaparte, which is highly creditable
to our government, and affords a good proof
of the same to his compatriots. It is built
according to his expressed wish, ¢ without
dark passages,” and with a fine suite of rooms
leading into each other. He, ,llo'uvfever,- pre-
* ferred the old incommodious house, with its
concomitant grievance, to the new one, which
would have left him little to complain of. No
one can remember, without regret, the un-
happy subjects of dispute, which embittered
the communion between the distinguished
exile and his governors, ané the undignified
and unmanlif schemes which he councocted for
the annoyance of his unlucky keeper. There
was doubiless blame on both sides.

'As we English never ‘do anything without

A .
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eating, our ‘party lunched in the spacious
veranda of new Longwood House, and then
repaired to the St. Helena museum, distant a
quarter of a mile: it is a small collection, but
valuable to science.

Having passed two hours on the spot where
Nz;pole(_)n lived and died, we rode onwards to
the vale which contains his bones: it is about
half a mile from Longwood, and within a few
hundred yards of the cottage of Madame Ber-
trand, to whom he indicated the spot in which
he desired to rest, should the English not
allow his remains to lie on the banks of the
Seine. Soon after leaving Bertrand’s house,
we caught sight of the ’qémb, at the bottom
of the ravine called Slane’s valley, and, de-
scending a zig-zag path, wequickly reached
the spot. About half an acre round the grave
is railed in. At the gate we were received by
an old corporal of the St. Helena corps, who
has the care of the place. The tomb itself
consists of a square stone, about ten feet by
seven, surrounded with a plain iron-railing.
Four or five weeping-willows, “ their stems
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Qleanlng towards the grave, hanﬂ their pensile
branches over it, '

Who could contemplate without interest
the little spot of earth which covers all that
remains of mortal of the man who made Eu-
rope tremble! who carried his victorious arms
from the Nile to the Elbe, from Moscow to -
the Pillars of Hercules ; who bore his eagles
triumphantly through Vienna, Rome, Berlin,
Madrid! Beneath our feet lay he, who ‘du

monde entre ses mains a vu les destinées ’—
¢ The desolator desolate, the victor overthrown !’

_ ‘They that see thee,’ saith thJéJ inspired
prophet, € they th,@f see thee shall narrowly
look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is
this the man that made the earth to tremble,
and did shake kingdoms; that made the.
world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities
thereof; that opened not the house of his pri-
soners? All the kings of the nations, even all
of them, lie in glory, every one in' his own
house. Thou shalt not be joined with them
in burial, berause thou hast destroyed thy
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land, and sl;in thy people; the seed of evil-
doers shall never be renowned *.’

The willows are decaying fast, and one’of
‘them rests upon the sharp spears' of the rail-
ing, which are buried in its trunk—as though
it ‘were committing suicide for very grief!
The foliage of the rest is thinned and dis-
figured by the frequent and almost excusable
depredations of visiters. Fresh cuttings have,
however, been planted by the Governor, who
intends, moreover, to set cypresses round the
outer fence. Madame Bertrand’s immortelles
have proved, alas! mortal.

The fine, tall, old corporal, who came out
from England with the ex-empero;, was full
of his praises: ‘I saw the General often,’
said the old fellow; ¢ he had an eye in his
head like an eagle!” He described the visit
“of the French pilgrims to this spot—-their
Kibla—as most affecting. Some are extravg-.
gant beyond measure in their grief, fallihg on
their faces round the railing (which ghey never
enter, as foreigners do); praying, weeping,

&

* Tsaiah xiv. 16, 17, 18, 20,
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and even tearing their hair. 'Whilst we were
there, -my friend of yesterday came towards
. the $pot; but when he saw our large, and, I
fear me, rather unimpressed party, he turned
upwards, and disappeared. After iné¢1‘ibing'
our names'in a book—into which also appro-
priate poetry, as well as ribald nonsense finds
its way—we’ drank to Napoleon’s: immortal
memory in his own favourite spring, and
mounting our steeds, spurred towards Plan-
tation House.

On the road, we passed within view of ‘ the
Briars,” where the -chief resided during the
building of ‘Longwood ; and where he, °

¢ Whose game was kingdoms, and whose stakes were thrones!
His table earth,. his dice were human bones!"’ 4

played' at whist with the owner; Mr. Bal-

combe, for sugar-plums !

March 23rd. St. Helena was discovered by
the Portuguese in 1502, and by them soon
deserted. g It was taken possession of .by'the
East India Company in 1651, and granted to
them by charter of Charles II. in 1661, In
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1672 it was taken.by the Dutch, and was
recovered by the English the following year.

St. Helena is highly important to the Com- ,
pany as‘an entrepdt for their stores, &c., and
in- the hands of an enemy would be a thorn in
the side of their commerce. In other respects.
it is far from profitable; the expenses amount-
ing to nearly eighty thousand pounds a year,
whilst the revenue is scarcely five thousand
pounds. '

A governor and two members of council,
invested with both judicial and executive
power, form the government of the'isle. The
inhabitants, including the garrison, are five
thousand ; the infantry and artillery amount
to eight hundred men; and seven hundred
volunteers can be raised at a moment’s warn-
ing. The island batteries mount about two
hundred heavy guns ; and there are besides
.some sixteen moveable pieces.

St. Helena is twenty-three miles in circum-
ference. This miniature microcogm boasts of
numerous public institutions; amongst others,
Horticultural, and Agricultural Societies, a
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‘Widow’s Fund, and a Free-school, educating
five hundred children,

After an early dinner at Plantation House,
our partir took leave of the Governor and his
fair daughters—who seem to rejoice in their
truly halcyon home-—and rode down to the
town. The St. Helena regiment, dressed like
the Guards, was drawn up, and presented
arms ; and as we stepped into the Governor’s
barge, the people on the wharf and on the
batteries gave us three cheers. By the time
we reached the Pallas it was quite dark. At
that momept the batteries opened a salute, a
rocket going up with every gun, and blue
lights burning along: the rocks: Pallas re-
turned the salute, and blue lights were burnt
at all her yard-arms,

_Nine o’clock, up a‘nchor, made all sail.

Our pertinacious synonyme, the Minerva,
who left the Cape the same day as the Pallas,;
arrived at St. Helena only six hours af?gr her,
and quitted James’s Bay a few hours before
her. v
Two days’ sailing again brought us up with
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her, and we passed her at speaking distance.

As we glided briskly past her, we exchangéd
‘ greetings with the passengers on her poop,
and her crew manned the rigging, and, gave
us three cheers, their band striking up ¢ Rule
Britannia’—a compliment returned with in-
terest by Captain Fitz-Clarence. I felt proud
of the Pallas, as her gallant ship’s company,
dressed in their neat summer uniform of white
shirts and trowsers and straw hats, sprung
simultaneously from the deck, spread.them-
selves nimbly over the shrouds of the three
masts,'suddenly faced outwards, goffed hats,
and poured forth a shout that made the hea-
vens echo again.

March 27th. At mid-day, descried the Isle
of [Ascension, thirty-ﬁve‘miles north ; and at
7 .M. anchored in seven fathoms, in a small
bay, off the Settlement. Our passage was
very good, being rather under four days.
The island is even more forbiddi&g in its ex-
ternal appearance than the one we have just
quitted, For a concise and apt definition of



:364 ISLE OF ASCENSION. [Ch. VI

the two isles, St. Helena is a Roez—Ascension
a Cinder. Approaching the south end, it
bears the appearance of a succession of brick-
kilﬁs, and lime-kilns, according to their hues,
but of ‘Brobdignagian proportions—these ele-
vations being in fact extinct volcanoes. In
the centre of the isle is the lofty ¢ Green
Mountain,” which—lucus a non lucendo—but
little deserves its epithet. Near its cloud-
capped summit, we readily distinguished a
line of white buildings, from which the flash
and smoke of a signal gun were visible as we
neared théshore. The side of Ascension, on
which the settlement is situated, is consider-
ably lower than the seuthern extremity of the
isle; and ‘as we ran along it, we saw several
turtle bays, which are merely small inlets. of
sandy beach between the rocks. In these
spots the turtles lay their eggs, which are
hatched by the sun, three times a year, each
animal having a progeny of some two hundred.
The number of their enemies, however, pre-
vents the undue increase of their population :
‘as the new-hatched turtlets crawl to the-sea,
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their ‘migration is intercepted by the clouds
of sea birds, which infest the island ; and of
those who are fortunate enough to reach the
water, many are cut off in their prime by
‘the conger-eel and other marine foes. At a
more’ advanced period of their eventful exist-
ence, when their bulk protects them against
other carnivorous animals, the Corporation
of London are said to be no insignificant
exterminators of the breed.

. Murch 28th. Landed early. On the little
rocky pier we were received by the second in
command ; the Governor, Captain Bate, R.M.,
having received some distressing news by the
Pallas. The settlement—though it only con-
sists of a few houses apd huts for the accom-
'modation of the garrison, one'hundred and
forty marines—is dignified with the loyal
title of George Town. Two captains and
-two subalterns of Marines, with two surgeons
and a victualler, form the gristocracy of
Ascension. The Governor draws from the
Treasury -of England— Mr. Hume! does
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your lynx-eyed economy doze?—a revenue
amounting to* four shillings per diem! The
second in command receives two shillings
and.sixpence, and' the subalterns one shilling
each, extra! )

The only. ‘lion’ of the town is the turtle
crawl, or kraal, a walled-in ‘creek, in which
the tide ebbs and flows, and where hundreds
of these ¢ delicate monsters’ are imprisoned.
I saw one there, which was said to weigh
eight hundred and thirty pounds. One of
nine hundred pounds was sent to the King
last year—4(N.B. A*fine bullock was killed
at the Cape, for the use of the ship’s com-
pany, which only weighed six hundred
pounds.)—The West Indian turtle, I am told,
rarely exceed two hundred weight. The
turtle of Ascension, the only produce of the
island, constitute its sole revenue; but the
inhabitants are permitted to use as much as
they can consume. It is' considered,. very
wholesome food. One hundred and fifty
turtles have been turned in a night here.

All the horsés (seven in number) of the
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isle being pressed into our service, we rode
up to the station on Green Mountain, six
miles from George Town, where the little
cultivation that this barren*spot is suscep-
tible of, is carried on. The road, which is
safe and formed with some art, leads over a
series of hills and valleys of volcanic ashes,
whose loose, crisp surface is guiltless of a
single blade of vegetation. As we approached
the station in our toilsome ascent, we how-
ever met with scanty sprinklings of the Indian
gooseberry, wild tomata, and coarse grass.
The little mountain-ha#mlet, comsisting of
some half-dozen houses and cabins, small
but comfortable, is seated, like the eyrie of
an eagle, on a sunny shelf, three or four
hundred feet below the summit of the hill,
and forms the residence of two officers and a
few soldiers, whose florid countenances testify *
the salubrity of this exalted climate. The
gentlemen gave us a capital- breakfast of -
beef-steaks and veal-cutlets—rcally not mis-
named—Dboth made of turtle: and afterwards

acted as our guides in a ramble of six miles
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round the Green Mountain. 'The road, which
is as yet but,half 'fo.rmed, and in some points
practised in the obstructing rock, ié dan-
gerous, but not otherwise interesting; unless it
be so to see the struggles these good people
are making against nature to cultivate a few
fruits and vegetables. ' . ‘
About eight hundred or one thousand acres
of land—if the meagre deposit of half mould
half cinder may be so called—are capable of
arability ; at least so say the sanguine settlers,
“who are naturally anxious to make the best
of their colony.
" English, and sweet poteitoes, Indiar_; corn,
and a few pumpkins and plantains are all,
that their incipient farm has hitherto pro-
. duced. The Palma Christi, or castor-oil
plant, whose fine vine-like leaf and grateful
"shade are more pleasing than its associations,
is the only vegetable production that affects
the tree. Nasturtium grows, as wild. and as
thick as heather, in the ravines.
There are wild goats and guinea-fowls in
abundance on‘the mountain. -Three brace of
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the latter were turned out three or four years
ago: last year the settlers killed nearly two
thousand head of them ; and thig day, in our
walk, I did not see-fewer than two hundred
brace. They got up in coveys, and flew as
strong as pheasants.- We had no guns with
u.s, or might have had fine sport. Wild
cattle also formerly inhabited the mountain,
but -they were exterminated on account of
their fierceness. - o

From the Station on Green Mountain the
lower region of the island has, literally speak-
ing, a most infernal appearance—not fewer
than fifty craters of exhausted volcanos having
been counted. The lava is from the brightest
red to the deepest black in colour; and the
latter, of which I procured a good specimen,
is susceptible of a high polish. Water is the
scarcest commodity, niggard Nature having
only vouchsafed two dribbling springs to
Ascension : magnificent tanks, as reservoirs
for the rain-water, are, however, in progress,
one of which is calculated to ‘contain about
five hundred and fifty tuns. .

Vor. II, 2B
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-At 3 p.M. wereached the ship, well fatigued,
and eager to bid adieu to this desolate shore.
It would, ¥ think, have gone far towards
- reconciling Napoleon to his island prison had
they given him a glimpse of Ascension before
they carried hjm to St, Helena. Royal indeed
must be the revenue that would tempt me to
become ¢ monarch of all I survey,” in this
¢horrible place}’ Should, however, in the
march of these king-making and King-mar-
' riﬁg times, the crown of Ascension chance to
be forced on my acceptance, I shall rob Shah.
Jehan of his inflated motto, and; varying only
one word of his inscription, adapt jt to my
hall of audience—?* If there be a h~=Il upon -
earth, it is this! it is this}’*

At 7 p.m., having stowéd ourselves and
nineteen large turtle on board, we weighed -
anchor, and made all sail from Ascension,
leaving in the bay the ten-gun-brig, Chanti-

# This well-known inseription—adverted to by Moore, in his
Lalla Rookh—still remains in the Dewanee Khis at Dehli.
¢ If there be a Paradise upon earth,
It is this! it is this}’
























00084594



Digitized with financial assistance from the
Government of Maharashtra
on 10 February, 2016






	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

