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Louisville started to read the amendment
offered by him, as follows: “No license
granted by State or municipal authority

shall permit the opening of a retail liquor

establishment on the Sabbath or on election
days, and #aid opening is hereby declared
unlawful ; and it shall be unlawful. -And
it shall be unlawful for any person to give,
sell or loan to any person on election days—"
I bad it in my amendment, I think, “any
qualified voter——"
Mr. BRONSTON. Leave it as it is.

Mr. McCDERMOTT. I move to strike
out the words “on the Sabbath.” You are
trying to do too much.

The reading of thesubstitute after it was
interrupted was not again resumed.

The amendment offered by the Delegate
from Laurel was again read.

Mr. MACKOY. I desire to say in re-
gard to this umendment that it is legisla-
tive in character——

Mr. BRONSTON. T make the point of
order that we are operating under the pre-
vious question.

The CHAIRMAN. The point is well
taken.

Mr. RAMSEY. 1 would like to answer
the suggestion made by the Delegate Jfrom
Covington

Mr. STRAUS. 1 make the point of
order that we are operating under the pre-
vious question.

A vote being taken on the amendment
offered by the Delegate from Laurel, the
same was rejected.

The amendment offered by the Delegate
from the Fourth Louisville District was
again read.

Mr SPALDING. I ask a division of
that =0 that we can vote upon it sepa-
rately.

Mr. WILLIAMS,
ment to that.

Mr BRONSTON. I make the point of
order that the previous question is still in
force.

The CHAIRMAN.

1 offer my amend-

The point is sus-
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tained. The Chair thinks the substitute
offered is susceptible of division, and the
Clerk will report the first part of it.

*The Clerk reported the first part, as fol-
lows:

No license granted by State or municipal
authority shall permit the opening of a re-
tail liquor establishment on election day,
and such opening is hereby declared un-
lawful.

A vote being taken, that portion of the
substitute was adopted.

The Clerk then reported the balance of
the amendment as given above, and the
same, upon a vote, was adopted.

An amendment offered by the Delegate
from Oldham was read, as follows:

Amend by adding an additional section,
as follows: *“The General Assembly shall
provide by law for pr_ol}ibitingba'nd punish-
ing bribery, and receiving a bribe in pri-
mary elections, nominating conventions, or
other meetings that may be held for nom-
inating candidates for office; may exempt
one testifying against the other.”

A vote being taken, the amendment was
rejected.

Mr. MACKOY. I now renew the mo-
tion T made a little while ago, that the
Committee representing the Equal Rights
Association of the State of Kentucky, if
they desire, be permitted to address the
Committee of the Whole.

Mr. RODES. We are not through with
this report.

Mr. MACKOY. I move that the other
matter be postponed.

The motion to postpone and allow the
Representatives of the Equal Rights Asso-
ciation of the State of Kentucky to be
heard was, upon a vote, carried, and the
Committee of ladies were escorted into the
Hall.

Miss LAURA CLAY. Gentlemen, I
thank you very much for the opportunity
of spesking u few words on the amendment
read in your hearing. What we wish of
you, is not now to consider woman suffrage
at all. What we ask of you is, that you
shall give the General Assembly the power
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in its discretion, to extend suffrage to
women on the same terms as it is now ex-
tended to men.

It has been my privilege and pleasure, in
the last few days, to hear gentlemen recall-
ing and emphasizing the great principles
that lie at the basis of our government. I
have heard the instruction with joy, with
an uplifting of the spirit, as the gentlemen
spoke of the sacred rights of humanity, in
this Hall. It bas been declared in the
noble Bill of Rights framed by them, that
they believe in equal rights to all,exclusive
privileges for none. I have heard suffrage
described as the crowning glory of the free-
man. I bave heard all of these things,
and seen with a joy which only a native-
born Kentucky woman can feel, that,
amidst all the difficulties now surrounding
us, there wus an unfeigned and earnest
spirit to preserve to our State the blessings
which we have had of free government,
and to secure good and free government to
all. There has been but one tone in regard
to ballot reform. It has been shown that
there was danger, and I have heard these
gentlemen speak for the purity of the bal-
lot, and, while they speak fearlessly, they
speak words of warning, that we must
guard the sacredness of the ballot. KEter-
nal vigilance was the burden of the cry.
Eternal vigilance is the price of lib-
erty; and these gentlemen wish to
exercise that vigilance. Mingling with
these words of pure patriotism and
love of liberty, there is a note of warn-
ing, as I say, and it has brought to my
memory powerfully the time I spent in the
Capital city of our Mother State, Virginia.
‘While I was there I saw the old church in
which Patrick Henry spoke those immortal
words, “Give me liberty or give me death.”
I went into the Capitol, and there I saw a
Sfac-simile of Magna Charta, the very be-
ginning of Constitutional Government. I
saw there the autograph of the father of
his country, whose solemn warnings were
quoted yesterday in relation to the purity of
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the ballot-box. I saw mementoes of many
of the revolutionary fathers, but the thing
that thrilled most through my heart in
my visit to that city were words of which
those spoken in this hall seemed the echo,
that freedom is a sacred gift to be preserved
by greatest care. Those words were written
by the Burgesses of Virginia in the first
Bill of Rights, in the old colonial days, and
they ran something like this: “ That we
cannot long preserve free government or
the blessings of liberty to ourselves without
a firm adherence to justice and a frequent
recurrence to fundamental principles.”
Gentlemen, I do not propose to argue wo-
man’s suffrage. You have your own opin-
ion; but I speak of justice, and justice only.
Tkink of the words of our forefathers, “a
firm adherence to justice, and a frequent
recurrence to fundamental principles.”
What we ask, will it not be a firm adher-
ence to justice? Shall we fear what shall
follow in the footsteps of a firm adherence
to justice?

Will it not give the peovple another op-
portunity for recurrence to fundamental
principles ?  'We ask that the General As-
sembly shall be granted the power to ex-
tend suffrage to women; that Assembly
whose members are representatives of this
people as you are yourselves. We know
that this question is a growing one. We
know you are afraid of evil powers; the
powers of those who will endeavor to
break down your work for the sake of evil;
but I know there is not a gentleman on this
floor who is afraid any evil will ever call in
women’s suffrage to subserve its end. The
women know, and the sons of women
know, that none will ever dare to call in
woman's suffrage to help any cvil thing.
1 appeal to the intelligence of every gen-
tleman on this floor. Who can deny, who
believes in the fundamental principles of
our Government, that woman’s suffruge is
just? Nothing can stand in the way of
grauting this measure except the varioux
ideas of expediency. Ah! those people



2092

EQUAL RIGHTS.

Friday,)

who belive that the right is not expedient;
there may be some who believe that the
time is not yet come for it. We do not ask
it now; what we ask is, that when the time
‘shall come, we shall be able to take it
promptly. There was a respectable minor-
ity yesterday who thought it might be
well to leave it in the power of the General
Assembly to revise the work of this Con-
stitution, or one important part of it, that
Telating to the manner of taking the votes
of the people. Shall you be afraid to trust
the General Assembly with the control of
this, when the time comes when popular
sentiment shall ripen? That secret
ballot is a mode; this is a principle.
Are you afraid to trust the principle
in the hands of the General Assembly any
more than the method ? This is all we ask.
It is a principle which will be laid before
the General Assembly, a principle which
can never be sustained by them until it is
the voice of the people, for no evil manipu-
lator will ever bring up woman's suffrage
for fraud. That isthe thing I present, to
you, and ask your consideration of it. I
am as true a patriot as any man in this
country, and it is with rejoicing hope and
courage that I see the unfeigned desire of
this Constitutional Convention to maintain
the rights of free government. But it oc-
curred to me, could these men be speaking
these lofty thoughts and not remember,
with any thrill of sympathetic pain, that
there were others besides men as patriotic
and intelligent, as law-abiding, as peace-
loving—others who give as many hostages
for the honor and safety of the State as
they? Can they utter these noble senti-
ments, and yet exclude from any share in
them the women of their homes?  Can it
be that gentlemen utter thoughts which
uplift the soul, express all this noble feel-
ing, these patriotic and high motives, and
then shut out trom them forever the women
in this Commonwealth by the organic law?
‘Will the men forget that women also have
rights, and that we have more right than
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simply to be governed for our good? That
the highest right of a free woman, as well
as of a free man, is self-government ? That
the people you are called on to govern, are
not only men, but women? Women do
not ever dream that they have more
wisdom than man ; but this we do say, that
women have a different wisdom from men.
Wisdom is not only manly but womanly;
men are patriotic, women are patriotic. The
laws touch women as they do men. I was
about to say as much, but I am almost
tempted to say more than men, for men
have better means of self-defense than
women. Women must look only to the
law for defense. Theappeal I make to you
is not to give suffrage to us now, because
we know the people might not sustain you
and it might endanger your work; but this
is what we do say, will you leave this House
and allow no hope for women? Will you
go from this hall and forget every appeal of
the women who are here with hearts and
feclings like yours, and all the sentiments of
liberty and independence which is a manly
quality, but none the less womanly. T ask
you to give us hope. Show that your hearts
are not entirely closed to the appeals of
women who are just as earnest in their de-
sire for liberty as our forefathers when
they trod the snow with bleeding feet.
These things are as dear to us as they are
dear to you, and the love of liberty can not
forever be maintained in the hearts of men
unless they are taught at the knees of their
mothers the great rights of mankind; and
shall those sons grow up and say to the
mothers, “these rights are for me and not
for you?” We ask nothing now to be given
us, but we do ask that the women of this
Commonwealth, as they think of this noble
assembly, which, in all other respects, and 1
hope will in this, has so far answered their
highest expectations, I do entreat that the
women shall not close their labors without
saying they are unwilling to forever tie up
the hands of women, but that they shall

share in the noblest privileges of the
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freeman, that of self-government, and that
this Constitutional Convention will foresee
and provide for the reform to come. We
beg of this Convention that it will take
such action as will not lay one straw in the
way when the time comes for the people to
confer the privilege of self-government
upon women.

Mr.J. L. PHELPS. 1In my haste in
making a speech which I did not expect to
make, I incidentally referred to the mur-
der during the administration of Gov-
ernor Blackburn. I want now to explain
that that death rate hud no reference what-
ever to his administration ; but I huppened
to have the statistics for those years, and
they were the unly ones I could remember
atthe time. I waunt to say there is no one
here who can speak in higher terms of Gov.
Blackburn than I will.

The amendment offered by the Delegate
from Clinton was read. and is as follows:

The General Assembly shall provide by
haw for the appointment of a board in each
county and city voting separately from the
county, composed of not less than two per-
sons residing in the county or city, whose
duty it shall be to select and appoint the
officers of election in each voting precinct
in the county or city. Suid officers shall
be sober and discreet persons who can read
and write, and legal voters in the precinct
for which they are appointed. The mem-
bers of the bourd and the officers of election
shall be equally and fairly divided between
the adherents of the political or con-
tending parties at the election to be held.

Mr. BRONSTON. I want to interrupt
the proceedings just one minute to make a
motion, which I think it is my duty to do,
and that is, that the speech which has just
been delivered and taken by the Reporter
be regularly published in the procecdings
of the Convention.

A vote being taken, it was o ordered.

Mr. BRENTS. I want to explain my
tmendment,and I would beexceedingly glad
tobave the attention of the Delegates, and
especially the members of the Committee

on Elections, because I consider this a very
important matter. We have been for
several days considering the best means to
prevent corruption and to secure purity
and honesty in the elections. It is not
sufficient to provide for free elections and
for givingevery voter an opportunity togo to
the polls and freely and independently cast
his ballot according to his convictions. It is
also important, and highly important, that
the vote, after being cast, shall be honestly
counted. What will be the good, if we
provide for honest and a fair and quiet
election, if we neglect to provide for the
honest count of the votes after they are
deposited in the ballot-box? My amend-
ment aims at securing officers who will
count honestly. as well as to secure fair
clections. I will read it: “The General
Assembly shall provide by law for the ap-
pointment of a bourd in each county and
city, voting separate from the county, com-
posed of not less than two persons residing
in the county or city, whose duty it shall be
to select and appoint officers of election in
each voting precinet in the county or city.”
Under the presentsystemone man appoints
the two judges and the clerk. There is a
law that these officers shall be divided be-
tween the political parties; but the judge
may comply with the law and yet give one
purty, the party to which he adheres, an
undue advantage. He may appoint strong
minded intelligent men of his own party
on the one side, and weak and ignorant men
on the other. I have given this matter
some thought, and I do not believe it is safe,
I do not believe it will secure the people’s
rights to leave it in the hands of one man
to appoint the officers of election. There-
fore, [ have offered this amendment, which
provides that there shall be & board of not
less than two persons. “Said officers,” that
is, the officers of the precinct “shall be sober
and discreet persons.” 1 will ask the mem-
bers of the Committee on Election if they
have any objection to that? Do you object
to the officers of the election being sober?



