H apxaia EAeuBepva

£ éva peydlo métpivo kapdapi, mou EoTpIPe TNV MAWEN TOU

Bopeiodutika ki dpa&e péoa oto dgato MPAdcIvo TG PUONG,
uo1dlel o Ao@og tng apxaiag EAeuBepvag, otoug mpomodeg tou Wn)-
\opeitn, TnG apxaiag 18ng, kai o updpetpo mepimou 380 p. mavw
amnod tnv emgaveia tng BaAaooac.

H Unap&n néoipou vepou amd Toug XEIPapPoug mou ePIBAAAOUY
tov AO@o ald kai amnd TinyE¢ kal Tyddia, n oxupwuatikr) Tou B€on
KQl N atévion Tou KPNTIKOU TTEAdYOUG amo TNV akKPOTIOAN, O CUV-
SuaoPOC HEYAAWY YEWPYIKWY KAANIEPYNTIKWY EKTACEWY ota B, A,
kKal A., Bookotonwy kai dacwyv ota N. opeiva, yia KTnvotpo®ia Kal
KUvnyl, aAA@ Kai yia EUAEia apXITEKTOVIKAG I VAuTinyIKng Xprong,
kKaBw¢ Kal n mapaywyr) o€ oTIavia MPoidvTa, Onwg PEAI, KEPI Kal KPn-
TIKA Botava —dAAa yia va yiatpéPouy Tov avBpwrivo mévo ki dAAa
yia va mrepimoinfouyv Kai va apwpatioouy 10 cwua Twv avlpwnwy
| yla va Bupidoouy toug Beoug twv—, n ummap&n Aatopikou acfe-
oTOAIDIKOU METPWHATOG YIa APXITEKTOVAHATA Kal YAUTTTd €pya, Ka-
0w¢ kai n umapé&n o1drjpou otn yeitovid TnG, ota Talaia opn, gival
OPICHEVO! ATTO TOUG KUPIOUG AOYOUG TTou odrynoav atnyv idpuon
NG apxaiag EAeuBepvag, emavw otov Aogo tou [pive, oto Nnoi
Kal Katd Kaipoug ota yupw vpwpata (AA@a kai Aaykd), kabwc kal
o€ AA\EC EYKATAOTACEIG, KWUES Kal Aigavia otn Bopeia aktr, otny
gupUTEPN EMIKPATEIA TNG TTOANG.

H 6€on tng, otny kapdia tng Kprtng, otn peon mepinou andotaon
arrd tnv apxaia Kudwvia (Xavid) ota dutika kai tnv Kvwod ota
avatoAikad ki akéun amo tnyv Paioto kai ) [optuva ota votia, tnyv
guvonoayv MoAAammAWG.

‘O)a ta mapamndvw alAd kai n oxeon tng e tn OdAacoa ameteAe-
oav TIC aItiec TN SOPNG HIag avoixXTrg Kolvwyviag pe e€Aapoelg Kal
BaBuvoeig oto diafa tou XxpOvou Kai TNG 1I0Topiag tng, Orwg ¢a-
VEPWVOUYV Ol EPEUVEG, AVAOKAQPIKEG KAl AAAEG, TOU [Mavemotnpuiou
Kerjtng, mou Eekivnoav and to 1985 kar ouvexiovtal kai onpepa.

Ta amoteAéopata Twy MPOavacKa@ikwy, avaoKa@IKwy Kal AAwy
epeuvayv ot Béoeig: OpBn Metpa, Mupyi-akpomoAn, KataifeAog,
Nnoi, EMeviké, Meodmopo, Zeviavd, apxaia [€gupa, Aatopeio [e-
OICTEPE, VEKPOTIOAEIG Kal pvipata AAQAg Kat Aaykag, kabwg Kal
aMec, dnwc oto MNnyaiddki, tov Awtd kai otny Ayia Eiprivn (BA.
xdptn pe tg B€oeig), odrjynoav otn dnpioupyia evog apXaioAoyl-
<oU TTdpkou, Tou Adooug EAeubepvaiwy, kabwg Kkai tou pouaoeiou. Kal
é\a autd xdpn otnv apépiotn otipign tou MNavemotnuiou Kpn-
¢, Tou Yroupyeiou MoAitiopoy, Twv npoypappatwy tou [ K2
(oTéyaotpa Kal QUAAKEia Tou apXaloAoyiKou Xwpou K.ATT.) K@l TOU
EXTMA (pouoeio) alAd ev pépel kal TG 181wTIKNG MpwToPouAiag
(ApioTtivony PEAN NG Meooyeiakrg Apxaiohoyikrig Etaipeiag " MAE”,
Opyaviopoi, kabwg Kkar Popeig Kai PuoIKa nmpPoocwa).

KaBoc ol £PEUVEG Kal Ol avackageg ouvexigovtal, to Mouoeio

tou ApxaioAoyikou Xwpou EAeUOepvag, UE EMIKEVTPO OrHEPA TOV
Ounpo, Xl TO TPOVOUIO Va UTTOPEI Va avavewvel Toug ekbeoia-

KoUC X®POUG Tou KAabe (opd Kal pe vea eupnyata.

Xapeite ta, akoloubwvtag Tn Yopa mou urrodeikvUeTal ano ta
UAGSIa Kal Ty Katoyn Tou apXaloAOYIKOU XWPOU Kal TOU HOU-

OEI0V.

Kaényntri¢ N. Xp. ExapmoAidng
Mavemotnuio Kpntng

Ancient Eleutherna

R

ising at approximately 380m above sea level, the hill of Eleuth-
erna on the slopes of Mount Ida (Psiloritis) resembles a vast
stone ship with its prow pointing northwest, while moored among
the ineffable green.

The abundance of drinking water from the streams surrounding
the hill and from natural springs and wells, the site’s naturally for-
tified location, the view of the Cretan sea from the acropolis, and
the close proximity to large expanses of arable land to the north,
east, and west, to pastures for livestock and forests for timber —
essential in architecture and ship building — in the mountains to
the south, to rare goods, such as honey, beeswax, and aromatic
herbs for burnt offerings to the gods or for healing, treating and
perfuming the human body, to limestone for building and sculp-
ture, and to iron in the neighbouring Tallaia Mountains, are some
of the main reasons for Eleutherna’s establishment on the hills of
Prines and Nisi and on the surrounding hills (Alfa and Langa),along
with its dependent villages and harbours on the north coast, with-
in the city's territory.

The city’s location at the heart of Crete, approximately mid-way
between ancient Kydonia (modern Chania) in the west, Knossos

in the east, and Phaistos and Gortyn in the south favoured the
city’s development.

All of the above, together with the city’s ties to the sea, set the
foundations for a society that was open to the world and subject
to ups and downs during the course of its history, as the Univer-

sity of Crete’s excavations and investigations, undertaken system-
atically since 1985, have shown.

The results of the excavations and other investigations at the sites
of Orthi Petra, Pyrgi-Acropolis, Katsivelos, Nisi, Elleniko, Mesopo-
ro, Xeniana, Pigaidaki, Lotos, and Agia Eirini, at the ancient bridge,
the Peristeres quarry, and the cemeteries and tombs at Alfa and
Langa (see map), led to the creation of an archaeological park,
the Eleuthernian Grove,and of the museum, in which you presently
stand. All of this became possible with the continuous support of
the University of Crete, the Hellenic Ministry of Culture, the Third
European Community Support Framework (shelters, guardhous-
es, etc.), the National Strategic Reference Framework (museum),

and private foundations (Members of Excellence of the Mediter-
ranean Archaeological Society “M.A.S.”) and individuals.

As research and excavation continues, the Museum of the Eleuth-
erna Archaeological Site will be able to continuously renew its
display, currently centred on Homer, with new finds.

Enjoy your visit by following the course indicated in the leaflet and
on the exhibition’s ground plan.

Professor N. Chr. Stampolidis
University of Crete



