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indicating a continuing place for shifting cultivation, although admittedly in specific 
circumstances.

Shifting cultivation embodies a range of efficient natural farming practices that 
have evolved over the past 12,000 years (Spencer, 1966). Its benefits escape modern 
agricultural consideration, possibly for the same reasons that it has proven so durable. 

Piecemeal considerations of modern agriculture can overlook the integration of 

agroforestry, animal husbandry, forest management, fallow management, horticulture, 

food-grain cropping and cash cropping that are all part of shifting cultivation. It has 

similarly escaped modern environmental consideration when it is pejoratively referred 

to as ‘slash-and-burn’. In fact, common diagrammatic representations of shifting 

cultivation can create an unintended reaction when presented in a conventional 

form, as in the left-hand image in Figure 3-2, which can imply that the forest-fallow 

period is only one-third the duration of the cycle. The right-hand adaptation might 

be more accurate.

FIGURE 3-1: A general history of rural landscapes

FIGURE 3-2: Correcting conventional diagrammatic representations of shifting cultivation, 

with conventional (left, Dubois, 1990) and more accurate (right).


